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rwo  countries  engage  in  war.  Can  it  be  trae,  that 
persons  who  have  expatriated  themselres  ander 
nch  ctrcu instances,  can  be  boand  to  allegiance 
o  their  original  country  ?  Could  such  have  been 
he  understanding  of  any  of  the  persons  concern- 
id?  It  does  seem  to  me  to  be  at  war  with  the 
llainest  principles  of  reason  and  humanity.  In 
Mm  case,  the  population  is  thrown  off  upon  the 
principle  of  self-preserration  in  respect  to  the 
>riginai  country  ;  it  is  receired  into  the  second, 
ipon  the  principles  of  humanity;  and  afterwards, 
forsooth,  It  turns  out  that  they  are  bound  to  be 
the  enemy,  or  at  best,  but  inefficient  friends  to  the 
Boontry  m  which  they  reside;  into  which  they 
have  been  hospitably  receired,  and  by  the  laws 
»f  which  they  have  been  protected.  Doctrines 
leading  to  such  consequences  cannot  be  tru«. 

But,  sir,  it  is  the  practical  consequences  of  this 
pretended  right  of  Qreat  Britain,  of  which  we 
baTC  the  greatest  cause  to  complain.  Under  the 
pretext  of  impressing  English  sailors,  thousands 
Df  Datiye-bora  American  seamen  have  been  forci- 
bly dragged  from  their  ships,  their  country,  and 
friends,  and  compelled  to  endure  a  state  or  mili- 
tary imprisonment  on  board  British  ships  of  war. 
to  nght  against  those  who  were  not  their  enemies^ 
and  for  those  who  had  despoiled  them  of  their 
tiberty,  and  all  which  can  endear  life  to  man.  It 
ia  true,  the  British  Government  disavows  this 
^practice,  but  it  is  equally  true  that  it  is  persisted 
u ;  and  it  is  equally  true,  that  they  are  not  igno- 
rant that  such  must  be  the  consequence  of  the 
practice  of  impressment. 

Gentlemen  here  lay  great  stress  on  what  they 
are  pleased  to  call  the  necessity  of  Great  Britain's 
exercising  this  practice  in  order  to  secure  her 
maritime  power,  which  power,  they  say,  is  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  her  existence.    I  ao  not  admit, 
air,  that  the  overgrown  power  now  possessed  by 
Great  Britain  is  necessary  to  her  existence ;  but, 
if  it  is,  it  is  no  argument  with  me  for  abandoning 
any  of  our  rights.    This  doctrine  of  necessity,  as 
applied  to  the  British  navy,  is  extremely  vague ; 
and  if  settled  as  a  principlcL  would  lead  to  con- 
sequences, by  a  very  plausible  kind  of  reasoning, 
which  would  destroy  the  maritime  rights  of  every 
other  nation.    The  naval  sui>eriority  of  Britain 
is  necessary  to  secure  her  existence ;  the  naval 
superiority  of  Britain  cannot  be  supported  with- 
out just  as  much  of  the  commerce  of  the  world 
as  she  deems  necessary  to  effectuate  this  object ; 
therefore,  Britain  ought  to  have  the  monopoly  of 
all  commerce ;  she  ouffht  to  carry  for  all ;  she 
ought  to  buy  and  sell  for  all,  if  necessary  to  su]>- 
port  her  navy.    Gentlemen,  I  hope,  are  not  pre- 
pared to  admit  this ;  but  really,  when  we  see  the 
various  attempts  which  the  British  Government 
have  made  to  change  the  old  settled  principles  of 
national  law,  or  rather  to  introduce  new  prinoi- 
■ples,  I  am  compelled  to  believe  she  desires  some- 
thing like  such  monopoly.    I  am,  for  one,  not 
prepared  to  yield  to  the  correctness  of  her  rea- 
Boamg  as  to  the  necessity  of  pursuing  such  a 
course  for  the  security  of  her  national  existence. 
or  ihe  existence  of  her  Government ;  neither  ani 
I,  admitting  its  correctness,  willing  to  surrender 
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any  of  our  rights  as  an  independent  nation,  in 
order  to  secure  that  object.  Let  us  stand  firmly 
by  our  own  rights,  and  depend  upon  our  own  ex- 
ertions for  security. 

8ir,  I  will  not  enter  into  an  examination  of  the 
question,  whether  this  war  was  declared  at  the 
precise  point  of  time  when  it  ought.  I  will  not 
endeavor  to  prove  that  it  ought  to  have  been  de- 
clared sooner,  or  that  the  declaration  ought  to 
have  been  postponed  awhile.  We  are  engaged 
in  war,  and  the  great  desideratum  seems  to  be,  in 
what  way  we  can  most  probably  get  out  of  it 
without  loss  or  disgrace.  Neither  will  I  under^ 
take  to  investigate  the  question,  whether  this  war 
has  been  skilfully  conducted  or  not.  I  feel  unable 
to  say  that  it  has  been  ably  managed ;  it  does 
seem  to  me,  that  the  means  furnished  have  not 
been  well  directed  to  the  end.  But  this  does  not 
furnish  to  my  mind  a  sufficient  argument  for 
withholding  the  means.  When  we  furnish  the 
means,  we  have  done  our  duty ;  the  responsibility 
will  not  rest  on  us;  and  1  am  entirely  averse  to 
take  on  myself  the  responsibility  that  might  be  ' 
consequent  upon  a  denial  of  the  means. 

I  will  now  come  to  the  question  presenting  it- 
self more  directly  by  the  bill  under  consideration. 
This  bill  proposes  to  authorize  a  loan,  the  object 
of  which  is  to  procure  money  to  defray  the  ex^ 
penses  of  the  war.  We  have  passed  sundry  bills 
with  a  view  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  which 
are  all  dependent,  as  to  their  efficacy,  upon  this; 
all  of  which  will  be  entirely  lifeless  without  this. 
This  is  necessary  to  add  sinews  and  give  motion 
to  the  whole  machinery.  Is  it  not  expedient  to 
pass  it  ?  I  hold  that  it  is.  In  reflecting  upon  this 
subject,  I  have  concluded  in  my  mind,  that  it  is 
always  expedient,  when  a  nation  is  engaged  in  a 
state  of  war  with  a  strong  Power — with  a  Power 
capable  of  taking  advantage  of  its  errors  and  en- 
dangering its  rights — to  prepare  amply  and  prose- 
cute the  war  vigorously,  without  reference  to  the 
original  cause  of  the  war.  I  would  pursue  this 
course,  sir,  because  i  would  be  unwilling  to  put 
to  hazard  any  of  the  unquestionable  rights  of  the 
nation,  by  a  feeble  and  inefficient  course  of  war- 
fare; because,  sir,  I  would  rather  the  nation  to 
which  I  belong  would  have  it  in  its  power  to  dic- 
tate the  terms  of  pacification  than  to  be  dictated 
to.  I  am  not  willing  to  admit,  that  as  an  indi- 
vidual, there  are  not  many  acts  of  injustice  which 
I  would  rather  suffer  than  do;  in  which  I  would 
rather  be  acted  upon,  than  be  the  actor;  but, sir, 
I  will  frankly  declare,  that  I  would  rather  take 
upon  myself  the  proper  dividend  of  almost  any 
act  of  injustice  to  a  foreign  nation,  than  my  por> 
tion  of  the  disgrace  that  might  be  consequent 
upon  a  war  feebly  and  inefficiently  prosecuted. 
The  nation  against  which  we  are  making  war,  is 
a  strong  nation ;  of  this  we  have  ample  evidence; 
very  recently  by  her  prowess,  and  through  the 
means  of  her  financial  resources,  the  gigantic 
power  of  Bonaparte  has  been  broken  and  dissi- 
pated in  Spain  and  Portugal ;  she  has  been  the 
very  soul,  the  animating  principle,  and  given  sin- 
ews to  that  formidable  league  on  continental  Bu- 
rope,  which  has  defeated  and  driven  the  Emp«ror 
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of  France  within  tbe  liniiu  of  his  own  empire. 
Hare  we  then  nothing  to  fear  from  her  enterprises 
upon  the  supposition  of  remissness  or  nei^ligence 
on  our  part?  I  apprehend  we  have.  We  pre- 
sent to  her  enterprises  a  frontier  of  about  four 
thousand  miles,  vulnerable  to  her  and  her  red  al- 
lies at  many  points;  already  has  she  seized  and 
held  for  more  than  a  year,  one  of  our  territories ; 
it  is  still  vulnerable ;  one  of  our  States  is  feeble 
in  population,  and  in  a  manner  severed  from  the 
rest  of  the  nation.  If  we  are  remiss,  will  she  not 
have  it  in  her  power  to  seize  upon  some  weak 
point  and  bold  it,  demanding  as  the  price  of  res- 
titution some  commercial  sacrifice  not  before 
brought  into  view?  She  may  tell  you,  we  will 
not  yield  this  advantage  without  an  equivalent ; 
this  equivalent  may  be  some  restriction  on  your 
commerce;  or  it  may  be  the  entire  use  of  the 
lakes,  with  barrier  towns  on  this  side  to  secure 
that  object,  or  both.  Have  we  any  pledge  that 
our  enemy  will  not  have  the  disposition  to  make 
the  most  of  any  successes  consequent  upon  our 
negligence  ?  The  history  of  her  usurpations,  ex- 
actions, and  bloodshed  in  India,  will  answer  the 
question ;  and  the  affair  of  Copenhagen  will  guar- 
anty that  answer. 

Sir,  the  history  of  all  nations  and  ages  will 
admonish  us  against  remissness  or  negligence  in 
the  conduct  of  a  war.  I  will  cite  one  or  two  ex- 
amples. The  history  of  the  origin,  progress,  and 
termination  of  the  second  Punic  war,  between 
Carthage  and  Rome,  exhibits  to  us  an  awful 
warning  against  any  the  least  remissness.  The 
ostensible  origin  of  that  war  was  the  territorial 
limits  of  the  two  nations  in  Spain.  Rome  ad- 
monished the  Carthagenians  against  crossing  the 
river  Iberus,  and  against  molesting  the  people  of 
Sasuntum,  her  ally ;  she  was  probably  right  in 
so  doing;  she  claimed  not  anything  of  Carthage 
in  Africa.  The  Carthagenians  regarded  not  her 
admonition ;  a  large,  well-disciplined  army  un* 
der  Hannibal,  the  General  of  Carthage,  the  great- 
est warrior  ot  the  age,  commenced  its  march  for 
the  invasion  and  subjugation  of  Rome;  this  ar- 
my crossed  the  Pyrenees,  traversed  tbe  length  of 
Ghiul,  crossed  over  the  Alps,  and  fell  down  upon 
Italy ;  several  great  battles  were  fooffht,  in  which 
the  arms  of  Carthage  prevailed ;  and  by  the  great 
Tictory  of  tbe  Carthagenians  at  Cannae,  the  power 
of  Rome  seemed  to  be  almost  annihilated;  it 
seemed  to  be  limited  to  the  walls  of  tbe  city. 
Here  was  an  important  crisis  in  this  war;  imme- 
diately after  this  victory,  the  Republic  of  Car- 
thage ought  to  have  amply  and  promptly  supplied 
their  General  with  fresh  troops  and  money.  Car- 
thage was  remiss ;  the  consequence  was,  that  the 
power  of  Rome  revived ;  and  finally,  the  fate  of 
Uarthage  was  settled  on  tbe  plains  oi  Zama.  She 
was  compelled  to  sue  for  peace;  she  lost  her  pos- 
sessions in  Spain ;  she  yielded  Rome  tribute,  and 
was  ignominiously  restricted  in  her  navy  and 
commerce.  Now,  sir.  although  I  do  not  indulge 
a  fear  that  it  will  be^as  bad  with  us  as  with  Car- 
thage; yet  1  cannot  but  fear,  that  throogh  negli- 
gence, we  may  lose  much ;  that  we  may  be  com- 
pelled to  submit  to  terms  disgraceful  in  themselves; 


and  as  I  would,  as  a  Carthajgeoian,  have  icgietiei 
the  lack  of  the  means  which,  in  mil  prohahitity. 
would  have  led  to  the  subjugation  of  Ro«e,ia 
preference  to  the  losses  and  degradation  cS  ny 
own  country,  without  reference  to  the  emmmi 
the  war ;  so,  as  an  American,  I  woald  regret  that 
we  should  sustain  any  losses,  or  be  conpelM  n 
submit  to  dcjgradinff  terms ;  and  I  would  thenoR 
regret  it,  if  it  should  seem  to  be  the  eonscqncace 
of  negligence.  I  would  prefer  that  we  eonid  die^ 
tate  the  terms  of  peace,  rather  than  be  diemti 
to,  without  any  reference  to  the  ennse  of  ik 
war. 

A  strong  example,  sir,  to  show  how  anreasQa- 
ably  nations  at  war  will  rise  in  their  terms  wit& 
success,  is  exhibited  in  the  celebrated  war  iaSi- 
rope  for  the  succession  to  the  Spanish  throne.  la 
that  war,  Lewis  XIV.,  with  the  greater  part  sf 
the  Spanish  nation,  was  arrayed  on  the  one  side, 
contending  for  the  right  of  a  Boorbon  to  ^ 
throne ;  on  the  other,  the  Emperor  of  Anstha, 
the  United  Provinces  of  Holland,  and  Snglaad, 
contendiuff  in  favor  of  a  descendant  Ima  the 
House  of  Ilapsborg.  In  the  progress  of  the  war, 
Louis  was  so  hardly  pressed^  that  he  offned,  ia 
order  to  secure  his  own  dominions,  to  withdiav 
his  forces  from  aiding  his  connexion ;  bot  so  mack 
were  the  allies  elated  with  their  success,  that  tUi 
would  not  satisfy  them ;  they  demanded  that  ke 
should  turn  his  arms  against  the  competitor  of 
the  Bourbon  family,  his  grandson.  He,  rffmai 
this,  and  tbe  result  was  such  as  it  oaght'to  bate 
been.  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  it  is  expe- 
dient to  authorize  the  loan.  Tbe  honor,  interst 
and  safety  of  this  nation,  I  believe,  require  it. 

I  will  vote,  sir,  for  this  loan,  with  a  view  to 
pave  the  way  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war;  and  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  any  legal 
geographical  limit  to  our  military  operations;. I 
am  unwilling  that  we  should  by  law.  as  wome 
desire,  confine  our  exertions  to  our  own  territory. 
If  we  were  thus  to  limit  ourselves,  the  enesy 
would  have  it  completely  in  their  power  to  ekooK 
the  time  and  phce  of  battle,  and  coold  never  be 
expected  to  fight  us  but  when  they  were  able  is 
beat  us :  if  we  marched  an  army  to  any  point  if 
our  frontier  to  oppose  and  give  them  battle,  thiy 
would  not  be  there  unless  able  to  beat  ns  -,  kat 
you  would  immediately  hear  of  some  inenrnoa 
into  our  territory  in  some  other  part ;  mareh  aa 
army  to  this  second  point,  and  you  will  set 
find  them  unless  in  sufficient  force  to  beat  yon. 
Affsin,  sir,  under  this  system  of  confining  onr- 
selves  to  geographical  limits,  tbe  enemy  wiU  be 
permitted  to  make  the  utmost  of  any  rictory  ob- 
tained near  onr  borders,  whilst  on  the  other  hand 
the  crossing  the  line  in  flight  will  save  their 
routed  armies.  I  cannot  consent,  sir,  to  shield  a 
flying  foe  by  an  act  of  Congress.  I  wish,  sir,  id 
see  this  war  conducted  according  to  the  be 
of  the  art :  tbe  sum  of  which  is.  to  produce  In 
enemy  the  greatest  possible  loss  of  blond 
treasure  by  the  least  possible  loss  on  our  side.  I 
believe  this  will  be  better  effected  by  cancenwa 
tin^  a  sufficient  force  and  making  an  invnsiaa  aT 
their  territory,  than  by  waiting  for  their 
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prises  upon  our  territory.  I  would  prefer  that 
ihe  territory  of  our  eoemy  should  be  the  theatre  of 
military  deeds,  rather  than  our  own. 

I  have  not  entered  into  any  nice  financial  cal- 
sulations,  or  made  any  deep  researches  into  the 
l^riDciples  of  political  economy,  in  order  to  be 
ible  to  determine  whether  the'  people  of  this 
loan  try  will  be  able  to  loan  to  the  Government 
;he  money  contemplated ;  but  I  believe,  judging 
xom  past  occurrences,  that  it  may  be  obtained:  I 
relieve  it  lo  be  necessary,  and  I  cannot  bring  my 
niod  to  vote  against  this  bill  upon  anv  specula- 
loos  of  this  kind.  If  we  pass  the  bill,  and  the 
aooey  cannot  be  obtained,  the  fault  will  not  be 
li  US5  we  will  have  discharged  ourselves  of  re- 
sponsibility. But,  sir,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of 
« marking,  that  if  the  present  state  of  things  con- 
inue  long,  this  Gtorernment  will  not  be  able  to 
lorrow  money  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  times; 
YT  will  be  compelled  to  give  a  most  exorbitant 
ate  of  interest.  This  nation  is  now  prohibited 
Eom  selling  anything  and  permitted  to  buy  much. 
The  purchases  of  foreign  articles,  it  does  seem  to 
ne,  must  be  paid  for  in  specie;  this  will  produce 
i  drain  of  our  specie;  as  specie  becomes  scarce, 
Is  comparative  value  will  rise ;  men  who  have 
lapital  of  this  sort  will  of  course  either  lay  it  out 
a  the  purchase  of  property  advantageously ;  or, 
ipon  loans,  will  exact  a  much  higher  rate  of 
Dterest. 

Sir,  much  has  been  said  in  relation  to  the 
ights  of  majorities  and  minorities;  and  with  re- 
peat to  what  each  may  rightfully  do.  I  do  not 
aean,  sir,  to  enter  into  any  tedious  discussion 
ipoQ  these  subjects;  but  I  feel  somewhat  inter- 
•led  in  stating  what  I  believe  to  be-  my  duty  as 
me  of  the  legislators  of  this  nation.  I  believe  it 
o  be  my  duty  to  endeavor  to  understand  the 
rae  bearing  of  the  questions  proposed  here ;  as 
well  io  relation  to  the  Constitution  which  bounds 
lor  powers,  as  to  its  political  consequences,  as  a 
neasare  of  expediency,  not  disregarding  any  facts 
rbich  may  stand  connected  with  it ;  and,  after 
laving  obtained  as  correct  a  view  of  the  subject 
m  my  mental  powers  will  permit,  to  give  a  vote 
hat  will  accord  with  the  judgment  ot  my  miod. 
f¥hen  I  have  taken  this  course,  I  will  have  my 
>wn  approbation;  I  will  be  supported  by  con- 
iciousness  of  rectitude.  Really,  sir,  I  cannot 
field  that  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  pace  through 
his  ball  and  inquire  of  every  member  what  will 
»  bis  vote,  in  order  to  determine  on  what  side 
be  majority  will  fall,  with  the  view  to  determine 
n  wbat  way  I  shall'vote.  I  may  be  put  down 
or  not  pursuing  this  course;  I  am  prepared  to 
neet  snch  event.  I  will  endeavor — it  is  my 
iQly — to  submit  to  ail  Constitutional  acts  of  the 
aajority ;  but  I  am  not  bound  to  declare  they  are 
ivise  or  expedient. 

There  has  been  much  said  on  the  subject  of 
jNirties  io  a  Republic;  we  have  been  eloquently 
idmonished  against  the  evil  effects  of  party  spirit 
in  a  minority.  Sir,  my  opinion  is,  that  the  ex- 
ertions of  a  minority  may  be  productive  of  evil 
consequences,  when  steadily  pursued  as  an  em- 
bodied party;  such  exertiojis  may  encourage  a 


foreign  enemy  to  persevere  in  a  course  of  hostile 
policy,  and  may  nave  the  effect  of  driving  the 
majority  into  a  crooked,  wavering,  and  mble 
course  of  policy.    But  whilst  I  admit  the  dan- 

fers  and  evils  to  be  apprehended  on  the  one  side, 
will  not  be  forgetful  that  there  are  dangers  on 
the  other.  Fearless,  then,  of  the  frowns  of  any 
party,  1  declare  to  you  that  I  believe,  that  when- 
ever the  liberties  oi  this  nation  are  destroyed,  it 
will  be  done  by  a  majority.  Party  spirit  seems 
to  me  to  be  growing  apace  in  this  country;  and 
the  arts  of  obtaining  and  perpetuating  party  power 
are  fast  developing  themselves;  to  what  conse- 

Suences  they  will  lead,  I  cannot  say  with  certainty* 
•ut  really,  sir,  I  cannot  but  indulge  in  fears  that 
I  will  live  to  see  the  day  when  everything  of 
rational  liberty  will  be  annihilated  by  some  ma- 
jority ;  when  all  the  honors  and  emoluments  of 
the  nation  will  be  disposed  of,  at  the  whim  and 
caprice  of  three,  four,  or  five  of  the  leaders  of  the 
majority:  and  all  these  things  will  be  managed 
with  the  forms  and  in  the  name  of  liberty,  under 
the  warmest  professions  of  attachment  to  the 
public  weal.    I  cannot  fix  upon  any  precise  time 
for  the  happening  of  this  event ;  but  I  believe  I 
can  ^ive  you  many  of  the  siffos;  and  when  all 
the  signs  are  seen  by  men  of  discernment,  they 
will  verily  know  that  the  event  has  come  to  pass. 
When  this  event  happens,  there  will  be  dibpersed 
through  this  nation  a  host  of  hireling  editors  of 
newspapers,  busily  engaged  in  puffing  their  em- 
ployers, and    moulding   and  fashioning  public 
sentiment  by  deception  to  suit  their  views.    When 
this  event  happens,  this  country  will  swarm  with 
little  demagogues,  whose  appropriate  business 
will  be  to  sound  the  praise  of  their  leaders,  and 
misguide  public  sentiment;  playing,  at  the  same 
time,  the  part  of  sycophants  to  their  leaders,  and 
the  deceivers  of  the  people;  looking  for  their  re- 
ward, and  willing  to  be  sent  here  and  wire  worked 
by  the  great  political  jugglers  in  the  way  whicb 
may  best  suit  their  purposes.    In  those  days,  everr 
sentiment  deemed  important  by  the  leaders  will 
be  made  a  test,  an  article  of  political  orthodoxy, 
and 'all  who  will  not  assent  will  be  considered  as 
heretics:  it  will  not  be  enough  that  a  man  is  at- 
tached to  the  Constitution  of  his  country,  and 
that  he  has  acquired  a  character  for  integrity  and 
good  sense — he  must  praise  his  leaders-^his  sen- 
timents must  be  in  perfect  accordance  upon  all 
points.    Then  will  be  heard  deouociations  against 
all  who  have  not  precisely  pursued  the  course 
marked  out;  made  for  the  purpose  of  whipping 
in  the  timid  and  crushing  the  firm.    When  this 
crisis  arrives,  this  hall,  wnich  ought  through  all 
time  be  the  great  watch-tower  of  liberty — from 
which  the  language  of  the  patriot  might  be  heard 
in  the  voice  of  warning;  and  from  which  the 
rays  of  political  troth  might  be  shed  abroad  by 
open,  fair,  and  manly  discussion,  will  on  favorite 
occasions  be  silent  as  death:  by  the  use  of  the 
previous  question,  and  upon  the  ready  plea  of  the 
necessity  of  despatching  business,'  discussion  will 
be  silenced ;  and  this  hall  present  to  the  eye  a 
college  of  silent  recorders.     Then  will  the  rights 
of  all  who  have  independence  of  mind  to  disap* 
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prove  of  the  course  of  a  ptrtjr,  howerer  mnch  it 
ma?  merit  it,  consist  of  obedieoce  to  their  will. 

Whatever  others  may  think,  my  jadgment  and 
feelings  conspire  and  embolden  me  to  say,  that 
a  majority  may  err.  It  was  corrupt  majorities, 
if  my  memory  serves  me  correctly,  that,  by  their 
intrigoes  with  Philip  of  Macedon,  paved  the  way 
for  his  subjugation  of  the  Grecian  Republics. 
The  triumvirate  of  Csesar,  Pompey,  and  Crassns, 
wielded  a  majority  of  the  Roman  Senate.  Crom- 
-well  had  his  majority  in  the  English  Parliament 
•—yes,  sir,  he  had  his  entire  Parliament.  Robes- 
pierre had  his  majority  in  the  French  National 
Convention.  Even  Nero  observed  the  foims  of 
the  Roman  Elepublic,  and  had  his  majority  in  the 
Senate  of  Rome. 

Mr.  Pbabbon  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  extent  and  variety  of  this 
discussion  may,  perhaps,  tend  to  impair  the  real 
importance  and  intrinsic  solemnity  of  the  subject 
immediately  presented  to  our  consideration.  It 
is,  however^  so  intimately  connected  with  the 
characteristic  policy  and  avowed  objects  of  the 
Administration,  as  to  render  their  separation  al- 
most impracticable,  and  may  well  justify,  if  not 
positively  demand,  some  inquiry  into  that  policy 
and  those  objects.  By  the  bill  on  your  table,  to- 
gether with  the  issue  of  JMiper  called  Treasury 
notes,  for  five  millions  of  oollars,  it  is  proposed  to 
obtain  thirty  millions  of  dollars  on  the  credit  of 
the  Government,  to  be  applied  exclusively  to  the 
military  and  naval  service  of  the  current  year; 
the  whole  receipts  from  taxes,  and  other  sources 
of  revenue,  not  amounting  to  more  than  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  former  loans,  the  stipulated 
reimbursement  of  part  of  the  old  debt,  and  ex- 
penses of  the  civil  lisL  The  first  question  which 
S resents  itself  is  this:  Can  the  Administration 
^  orrow,  on  terms  which  thev  oufht  to  accept,  the 
immense  sum  now  proposed  ?  I  profess  not,  sir, 
any  peculiar  skill  in  finance,  and  but  a  limited 
knowledge  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  this  country. 
I  will,  therefore,  not  hazard  a  positive  opinion  as 
to  the  practicability  of  obtaining  the  proposed 
loan,  though  I  have  no  hesitation  in  believing 
that  it  will  not  be  obtained  with  the  facility  im- 
agined by  some  gentlemen,  and  that  the  practical 
resonrees  of  the  country,  in  its  present  situation, 
have  been  greatly  overrated. 

The  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  Eppes,)  in  a  manner  per- 
haps required  to  insure  success  to  his  measures, 
exbiblteid  a  very  flattering  prospect  of  the  aggre- 
j^te  value  of  our  country — the  annual  profits  of 
indostry — and  the  probable  amount  of  necessary 
and  unnecessary  circulating  medium.  I  object 
not  to  the  effort  of  that  gentfeman,  to  convince  us 
of  the  ability  of  the  country,  and  the  interest  of 
the  money  holders  to  lend,  when  his  object  is  to 
borrow.  In  private  life,  when  a  proposition  is 
made,  or  a  favor  asked,  tne  appeal  is  made  to  our 
ability  or  our  interest.  If  our  charity  is  applied 
to,  the  excellence  of  that  cardinal  virtue  is  not 
only  portrayed  by  the  successful  mendicant,  but 
'his  claim  becomes  irresistible  the  moment  he  per* 
suades  us  that  virtue  is  eminently  our  own. 


All  estimates  of  the  character  of  tteoae  wkick 
the  gentleman  has  furnished,  must,  in  tlieir  am- 
ture,  be  uncertain,  because  their  grent  bnsie 
principally  on  conjecture.     Were  I   naked 
set  a  price  on  the  soil  of  my  country,  whieii 
compensate  its  present  possessors  for  the  aban- 
don men  t  of  it,  and  oblige  them  to  seek  existence 
in  other  climes,  I  would  indignantly  snv,  Nee  tlie 
accumulated  wealth  of  the  world  eonlcl  foramn- 
meat  tempt  us  to  part  with  the  hind  of  our  A> 
thera — our  inestimable  inheritance,    in  this  i 
of  view,  the  estimate  of  the  capital  of  the 
at  $2,567,480,000  is  far  below  iu  intrinsie 
If,  on  the  contrary,  the  idea  is  intended  to  be  can* 
veved  that  this  sum  constitutes  a  disposable  cap- 
ital, or  a  fund  from  which  is  derived  n  prafit  in 
any  considerable  degree  equal  to  the  ordioaiy  m- 
terest  of  monev,  such  a  supposition  is  t(»o  iliusBiy 
to  require  refutation.    Without  eznoiining  ihe 
several  items  which  are  assumed  as  constitnti^g 
thia  general  amregaie  of  our  wealth,  I  will  con- 
tent myaelf  with  examining  one  only ;  nnd  ahadd 
it  appear  to  have  been  overrated  nenrly  one  hand- 
red  (old,  the  elaborate  superstructure  of  the 
orable  chairman  must  necessarily  be  shaken, 
the  whole  fabric  leA  for  its  support  on  little 
than  vague  conjecture  and  visionary  speenlni 
The  item  I  allude  to  is  9800,000,000.  the 
ed  value  of  our  wild  unappropriated  lands.  What 
those  lands  may  be  worth  some  centuries  tocoae 
I  pretend  not  to  say ;  but  it  is  a  well  known  &cc, 
that  the  average  proceeds  from  the  sale  of 
for  the  last  six  or  eight  years  has  not 
$600,000 ;  and  as  this  aeems  to  be  the  em  for< 
quest,  and  further  extension  of  oor  territorsnl 
its,  I  doubt  whether  we  can,  for  mnnf  years  la 
come,  calculate  on  increased  sales  of  unnppiopri> 
ated  (ands.  Taking,  then.  9^00,000  as  theanand 
value  of  this  fund,  it  is  evident  a  diapoenUe  cap- 
ital  of  ten  millions  would  yield  an  eqoal  income. 
The  conclusion   is  irresistiUe,    that    this   erti- 
mated  capital  of  $800,000,000,  employed  in  dw 
manner  in  which  it  is,  and  probably  as  it  omhc 
to  be,  is  only  equal  to  ten  millions  of  specie,  ar 
other  active  capital.  Thus,  for  ail  practical  finan* ; 
cial  purposes,  the  estimated  value  of  those  lan# ! 
is  eighty  fold  beyond  their  real  disposable  TnlaL  \ 
Sir,  we  might  as  well  boast  of  the  valne  of  lit  i 
air  we  breathe,  or  of  our  political  institutions,  as  | 
to  talk  of  a  fund  which  caanot  be  brcnaght  iatt 
action,  or  in  any  way  converted  to  meet  the  pe- 
cuniary exigencies  of  the  Government.    Thai 
comparison.  1  think,  for  the  purposes  of  the  uffr^l 
ment,  a  fair  one.    This  little  book  (the  Constitn*] 
tion)  is  worth  to  my  country  more  than  would  hi 
the  wealth  of  Europe — at  the  same  time  it  can 
be  purchased  in  any  book  shop  for  the  costd) 
printing  and  paper.    The  sum  whieh  could  hi 
raised  from  the  exclusive  sale  of  it,  would 
no  imaginable  proportion  to  its  intrinsic  vali 
so  also  must  be  the  result  of  all  calculations, 
financial  purposes,  on  those  wild  lands,  and  a 
proportion  of  undisposable  capital  in  this 
every  other  country. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Bppbs)  has  also  lavi 
us  with  an  estimate  of  the  annual  income  ai 
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from  hit  aasamed  capital.  To  this  the  same  ^en- 
tnl  objections  will  appljr ;  the  premiams  being 
usaraed,  the  conclusions  are  necessarily  ineon- 
(iusire.  The  result  of  this  estimate  gires  to  us 
uk  annual  income  of  9255,849,600.  The  first  re- 
nark  which  occurs  to  me  is  the  very  extraordi- 
lary  circumstance  of  the  gentleman  havinff  omit- 
ted to  discriminate  between  the  net  and  gross 
Bcome,  arising  from  any  giren  object ;  we  are, 
Jierefore,  totally  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  to 
consider  this  result  as  comprehending  the  net  or 
jrross  income  arising  from  the  capital  of  ihe  coun- 
:ry.  I  presume,  howerer,  it  is  a  mixture  of  both, 
md  therefore  affords  a  latitude  for  conjecture,  too 
NToad  to  arrive  at  the  truth.  It  cannot  be  net 
licome,  because  the  amount  exceeds  twelre  per 
tenc.  on  the  gi?en  capital ;  a  result  which  the 
cost  sanguine  cannot  admit.  It  cannot  be  gross 
ncome,  because  it  is  well  known  the  annual  pro- 
luce  from  agriculture  exceeds  $19,640,600 — as  is 
efficiently  prored  by  the  official  reports  of  annual 
lomestic  exports — which  in  better  times  amount* 
d  to  nearly  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  and  would 
low  exceed  that  amount  were  it  not  for  the  war 
ind  that  deadly  incubus,  the  Embargo,  which 
Nressea  to  death  the  resources  and  activity  of  the 
Country.  The  sum  allowed  for  commercial  fn- 
iome  may  remain  as  a  rule  for  other  times;  at 
present  we  hare  no  commerce,  and  consequently 
to  income  from  that  source. 

Without  examining  all  the  items  of  this  ac- 
lount  of  the  honorable  chairman,  I  cannot  avoid 
loticing  the  last,  though  not  least^  article  on  the 
ist.  It  is  the  fwoduct  of  other  occupations,  in- 
lading  manufactures,  as  stated  in  the  last  Cen- 
las,  amounting  to  9172,000,000.  This,  I  presume. 
DUst  be  intended  as  the  gross  product,  and  indeed 
t  is  so  gross  as  not  to  be  susceptible  of  applica- 
ion  by  the  Government,  to  any  purposes  of 
inance.  I  admit,  with  great  satisfaction,  the  in- 
rinsic  value  of  our  domestic  manufactures ;  our 
people,  of  almost  every  description,  particnlarly 
if  the  laborious  class,  are  clothed  with  the  fabrics 
Dftde,  for  the  most  part,  in  their  own  families. 
Fhis  is  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  is  far  preferable  to 
;hose  hotbed  manufacturing  establishments  which 
ipring  up  in  times  of  national  depression,  and 
can  only  flourish  on  the  ruins  of  agriculture  and 
commerce,  particularly  in  the  Southern  and  Mid- 
lie  States,  where  our  dispersed  population,  our 
ertile  fields,  and  extensive  seacoast,  all  point  to 
lie  plough  and  the  ship  as  the  instruments  of 
lieir  wealth  and  prosperity — as  the  means  most 
{onducive  to  national  eood  and  individual  virtue. 

I  would  seriously  ask  gentlemen,  what  revenue 
hey  could  expect  to  derive  from  a  tax  on  the  do- 
nestic  manufactures  of  the  Southern,  Middle,  or 
»ven  Western  States?  Were  this  attempted,  it 
might  not  literally  take  the  bread  out  of  the  month 
>f  the  laborer,  but  it  would  strip  him  of  the  gar- 
nents  he  wore ;  it  would  bear  mo^  heavy  on  the 
loorer  class  of  citizens,  and  in  proportion  to  the 
iiunaber  of  women  and  children  in  a  family,  in 
;hat  proportion  would  such  a  tax  operate  on  them. 
[n  the  States  which  I  have  mentioned  we  have  no 
miplas  manufactures  i  and  from  all  the  States  the 


exports  of  manufactures,  I  believe,  cannot  be  cai« 
culated  at  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars. 
The  exports  from  those  sources  did  not,  the  last 
year,  exceed  about  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. From  this  course  of  reasoning  I  am  war- 
ranted in  concluding  tbat^  for  Government  use, 
or  financial  purposes,  this  immense  sum  of  $172,- 
000,000  dwindles  down  to  about  half  a  million  of 
dollars,  and  that  more  cannot  be  made  out  of  it, 
unless  we  are  doomed  to  go  naked. 

The  honorable  chairman,  having  fixed  the  cap^ 
ital  and  productive  income  of  the  country,  pro* 
ceeds  to  ascertaio,  by  a  process  I  profess  not  to 
understand,  the  amount  both  of  necessary  and  un- 
necessary circulating  medium.  The  necessary 
circulating  medium  he  estimates  at  about  $47,* 
000,000,  and  the  surplus  at  $53,000,000.  making 
in  the  whole  one  hundred  millions  of  aollars,  (» 
which  he  conceives  fifty-three  millions  may  be 
loaned  to  the  Gh)vernment.  Permit  me  here  to 
remark,  that  this  calculation  appears  to  me  to  be 
at  war  with  all  those  correct  principles  which 
ffovern  the  transactions  of  moneyed  capitalists. 
It  would  be  perfect  folly  for  them  to  put  into  cir- 
culation more  medium  than  is  necessary  for  the 
demands  of  commerce,  and  the  ordinary  gradual 
improvement  of  the  country ;  if  they  attempted 
it  the  surplus  would  return  upon  them,  or  the 
rate  of  interest  would  be  reduced  in  proportion  to 
the  excess  of  paper  set  afloat.  The  present  high 
rate  of  interest  contradicts  the  idea  of  the  exist- 
ence of  such  a  superabundance  of  circulating  me- 
dium. The  actual  specie  in  the  United  States 
does  not  exceed  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars; 
this  is  generally  held  by  the  banks,  and  their  pa- 
per literally  constitutes  the  circulating  medium, 
and  not  a  dollar  can  be  obtained  from  the  banks 
at  less  interest  than  about  seven  and  a  quarter 
per  cent.,  consequently,  whatever  may  oe  the 
nominal  amount  of  bank  capital,  they  cannot 
keep  in  circulation  more  than  the  amount  neces- 
sary for  the  objects  which  I  have  stated,  which 
the  gentleman  admits  to  be  forty-seven  millions 
of  dollars.  I  am  inclined,  therefore,  to  think  the 
actual  circulating  medium,  in  times  of  ordinarr 
prosperity,  does  not  exceed  fifty  millions  of  doH 
lars.  This  paper  medium,  resting  on  a  specie 
capital  of  not  more  than  twenty  millionsi  will 
not,  with  safety,  admit  issues  to  a  greater  amount. 

Already  has  the  Qovernment  borrowed  within 
the  last  two  years  near  forty  millions  of  dollan, 
most  of  which  has  been  obtained  from  the  banks, 
and  from  individuals  who  make  the  banks  the  in- 
struments of  enabling  them  to  comply  with  their 
engagements.  The  fair  and  honest  ability  of  the 
banks  to  lend  does  net  exist  to  a  much  greater 
extent,  unless  the  stock  of  the  (Government  is 
considered  a  safe  fond  on  which  they  may  issue 
their  own  paper  to  any  amount. 

If  this  be  the  case,  it  is  evident  the  whole  sys- 
tem is  a  tottering  fabric  of  credit;  the  Govern- 
ment relying  on  the  credit  of  the  banks,  and  the 
banks  resting  on  the  credit  of  the  Qovernmeot. 
If  this  confidence  does  exist,  and  is  likely  to  con- 
linoe,  I  would  ask,  why  not  issue  Qovernment 
paper  at  onee,  and  save  &e  enormous  imerest  pow 
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paid  to  the  banks,  and  roD  the  chances  of  depre- 
ciation, instead  of  depreciating  it  ourselves  by 
giring  a  premium  for  otiier  paper,  which  may 
depieciate  equally  soon?  I  mean  not  to  advocate 
a  project  of  this  sort,  my  object  is  only  to  show 
that  the  present  system  is  bottomed  on  credit 
alone,  and  therefore  may  fail. 

The  present  unfortunate  situation  of  the  coun* 
try  adds  much,  in  my  judgment,  to  the  force  of 
those  remarks.  If  we  had  a  flourish  in  ff  com- 
merce— if  there  existed  a  free,  reciprocal  inter- 
course between  the  sereral  States — if  there  were 
a  perfect  community  of  interests,  and  a  rireted 
confidence  between  the  various  se<ition8  of  the 
country,  and  especially  between  the  moneyed 
men  and  the  moneyed  institutions  in  alt  the 
States,  the  prospect  would  be  greatly  changed. 
In  those  events,  credit  might  be  relied  on  to  al- 
most any  imaginable  extent.  But,  sir,  this  un- 
fortunately is  not  our  lot.  Blocked  up  as  we  are 
by  the  enemy's  squadron  on  our  coast;  corked  up 
by  our  still  more  unmerciful  Embargo  and  Non- 
importation laws,  calculated,  as  it  were,  to  fill  up 
the  little  chasm  of  ills  which  the  enemy  alone 
could  not  inflict;  the  entire  coasting  trade  de- 
atroyed,  and  even  the  pittance  of  intercourse  from 
one  port  to  another  in  the  same  State  prohibited ; 
the  planters  of  the  Southern  and  Middle  States, 
finding  no  markets  for  their  products  at  home,  are 
driven  to  the  alternative  of  wagoning  it  hundreds 
of  miles  in  search  of  a  precarious  market  in  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  or  permitting  it  to 
TOt  on  their  hands.  Many  of  those  articles  which 
are,  or  have  become  by  habit,  necessary  for  their 
comfort,  are  procured  at  the  most  extravagant 

g rices  from  other  sectlot^  of  the  Union.  The 
alance  of  trade,  if  trade  it  may  be  called,  from 
these  and  other  causes  being  so  entirely  against 
the  Southern  and  Middle  States,  the  whole  of 
our  specie  is  fast  travelling  to  the  North  and  East; 
our  bank  paper  is  thrown  back  upon  the  institu* 
tioas  from  which  it  was  issued,  and  as  the  war 
expenditures  are  proportionably  inconsiderable 
in  the  Southern  and  Middle  States,  where  the 
loans  have  been  principally  obtained,  the  bills  of 
those  banks  are  daily  returning,  and  their  vaults 
drained  of  their  specie,  to  be  locked  up  in  the 
Western  and  Eastern  States,  never  to  return  but 
with  the  return  of  peace  and  commerce.  The  ex- 
traordinary and  alarming  demands  which  have 
lately  been  made  from  Boston  on  the  banks  of 
J^ew  York,  and  which  I  understand  are  progress- 
ing to  the  £loutb,  prove  these  remarks  not  t^  be 
the  mere  eflect  of  fancy. 

But,  sir,  admitting  for  the  argument,  that  the 
Jbank  capital  is  as  great  as  has  been  supposed,  and 
'  their  notes,  which  constitute  the  circulating  me- 
•dium,  are  in  amount  equal  to  the  demands  of 
Government;  does  it  follow  that  this  medium  is 
flo  regulated  as  to  be  safelv  obtained  from  the 
banks,  and  efiectually  applied  to  the  wants  of  the 
Government?  If  gentlemen  suppose  the  real  cir- 
culating medium  is  increased  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  banks  established  in  every  section  of 
the  country,  they  are  greatly  deceived.  Bank 
paper  being  the  representative  of  specie,  the  re- 


spective spheres  of  bank  notes  will  be  cii 
scribed,  in  proportion  to  the  greater  n amber  of 
Innks  by  which  they  have  been  issued  ;  becaoK 
it  is  the  policy  and  interest  of  banks,  in  order  fi» 
save  their  coin,  not  to  receive  in  payment  orgife 
circulation  to  notes  of  distant  banks.  If  soch  noia 
are  received,  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  redecnng 
their  own,  or  demanding  the  specie,  and  tberefeie 
cannot  he  considered  an  eligible,  or  indeed  adi^ 
culating  medium  at  all,  except  to  a  linaited  s- 
teni,  often  confined  to  a  particular  eounty  or  Smb. 
In  ordinary  times  this  inconvenience  may  nolle 
severely  felt ;  an  active  commerce  and  free  ex- 
change of  commodities  between  the  diftneC 
Sutes  would  lessen  the  evil.  Bur,  sir,  in  linei 
of  commotion  and  of  unusual  expendicare.  whea 
the  Government  cannot  adapt  its  local  ezpfadn 
tures  to  its  local  receipts,  when  the  ordinary  rot> 
tine  of  business  is  broxen  up,  bank  paper  will  not 
be  receivable  beyond  the  neighborhood  of  its  own 
institution,  or  will  be  immnliately  thrown  back 
upon  it.  Those  institutions  must  necessarily  be> 
come  more  limited  and  more  guarded  in  ifteff 
operations,  or  a  failure  mast  be  the  conseqaenee. 
The  reliance  of  the  Gk>vernment  on  this  khid  of 
circulating  medium  roust  be  precarioos.  SoppoK 
some  of  the  principal  banks  were  to  contract  far 
the  greater  part  or  the  proposed  loan,  and  issue 
their  own  piper  on  the  credit  of  the  stock  to  be 
created ;  these  bills  not  finding  general  circulatioa, 
or  a  shock  given  to  the  institutions,  either  by  ac- 
cident or  mismanagement,  what  would  be  the  a^ 
nation  of  Grovernment?  Their  finances  wmU 
be  deranged,  their  credit  impaired— enriched  with 
a  debt,  but  their  coffers  empty. 

Without  venturing  an  express  opinion  whether 
the  proposed  loan  can  be  obtained  from  the  citi- 
zens of  our  country,  I  will  be  allowed  to  express 
a  truism — that  the  power  of  Government  nirty 
to  borrow,  must  depend  on  the  ability  of  the  peoole 
fairly  to  lend.  This  ability  may  be  judged  of,  of 
each  gentleman  estimating  the  proportion  which 
his  constituents  would  have  to  contribute  in  the 
Constitutional  mode  of  taxation  and  representa- 
tion. By  this  mode  of  calculation,  one  of  the 
counties  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent, 
(Rowan.)  would  have  to  contribute  about  ninety 
thousand  dollars-— her  proportion  of  the  preseat 
three  million  direct  tax  being  about  nine  thoosaad 
dollars,  consequently  her  proportion  of  thirty  n^ 
lions  would  be  ten  times  that  amount.  Although 
this  is  a  fertile  and  populous  county,  its  inhabit- 
ants are  unable  to  contribute  such  a  sum  in  this 
or  any  other  year,  without  a  sacrifice  of  their 
farms  and  the  ordinary  comforts  of  subsisteace. 
The  same  remark  will  apply  with  equal  force  to 
the  other  counties  constituting  the  district  I  rep* 
resent,  and  perhaps  with  equal  force  to  every  dis-^ 
triet  in  the  State. 

Leaving  this  view  of  the  subject,  which  may 
be  considered  in  a  great  measure  speculative,  I 
find  other  objections  to  the  bill  crowding  on  me 
with  a  force  not  to  be  resisted.  It  is  sufficient  Air 
me  to  know  that  thirtv  millions  of  additional  debt 
are  about  to  be  saddled  on  my  country  for  the 
military  operations  of  this  single  year.    It  i» 
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eaoogh  for  me  to  know  that  the  expenditures  of 
^e  OoTernrnent,  from  Jaouary,  1812.  to  January, 
1815,  will  hare  exceeded  ninety  millions  of  dol- 
lars, exclusive  of  many  millions  of  outstanding 
claims,  and  that  the  public  debt  will,  at  the  close 
>f  the  present  year,  exceed  one  hundred  and  five 
millions  of  dollars.  This  brings  me  again  to  reflect 
arhat  is  the  proportion  which  my  constituents  will 
lave  to  pay,  agreeable  to  the  Constitutional  mode 
>f  taxation,  and  unless  you  restore  peace  and  com- 
nerce  no  other  mode  can  be  adopted.  For  the 
take  of  brevity  I  will  take  one  county,  j[Rowan,) 
18  before;  her  proportion  of  three  millions  being 
line  thousand,  (I  speak  in  round  numbers,)  the 
amount  of  debt  at  the  close  of  the  present  year 
wiog  one  hundred  and  five  millions,  the  propor- 
ion  of  this  one  county  will  be  three  hundred  and 
Ifteen  thousand  dollars,  the  annual  interest  of 
vbieh,  at  seven  per  cent.,  will  be  twenty-two 
housand  and  five  dollars.  This,  sir,  is  more  than 
he  surplus  product  of  their  industry,  and  more 
lian  they  are  able  to  pay. 

For  what,  then,  it  may  be  naturally  inquired, 
s  this  mass  of  debt  created — those  mighty  sacri- 
ices  to  be  made?  Is  it  to  prosecute  a  war  of  con- 
luest  against  the  British  possessions  in  Canada? 
[  believe  this  is  the  object.  If  so,  without  stop- 
MDg  to  calculate  the  chances  of  success,  which 
ure  gloomy  indeed,  if  we  may  judge  from  what 
laa  passed,  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  it  is  an  unnrofit- 
ible  contest,  unworthy  our  efforts,  and  will  illy 
equite  our  toils.  For  my  single  self  I  would  not 
^ive  a  draft  on  the  fallen  Bonaparte  for  my  share 
»f  the  spoliations  which  he  has  committed  on  our 
lommerce,  for  all  the  advantages  which,  in  my 
adgment,  will  result  from  the  acquisition  of 
ISanada. 

Gkntlemen,  however,  tell  us,  their  ulterior  ob- 
lect  is  ^  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights."  Are  those 
>bject8  to  be  attained  by  the  conquest  of  Canada? 
[)o  you  expect  to  barter  the  fancied  conquered 
erritories  lor  "free  trade  and  sailors'  rights?" 
iVhatever  opinions  might  have  originallv  been 
mtertained  on  this  question,  they  exist  no  longer. 
I^anada  once  taken,  you  cannot  get  Mear  of  it 
irithottt  giving  up  the  Western  States  at  the  same 
ime.  No,  sir,  it  will  be  fixed  on  you,  although 
'  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights"  should  never  be 
leard  of  more.  The  little  fleeting  success  which 
x>llowed  the  achievement  on  Lake  Erie  last  Fall, 
>rought  forth  the  real,  though  till  then  latent  sen- 
iments  of  the  Western  States.  Their  language 
ivas  unequivocal— Canada  must  not,  shall  not  be 
piven  up.  The  present  Administration  would 
lot,  and  perhaps  could  not,  resist  this  Western 
orrenu  Canada  once  taken,  even  were  we  dis- 
MMed  to  surrender  it,  I  doubt  whether  it  would 
>e  a  valuable  article  of  traffic  in  our  hands ;  I 
lottbt  whether  Great  Britain  would  desire  the 
epouession  of  so  precarious  a  tenure.  Those 
>rovinces  would  forever  after  beat  our  command ; 
he  inhabitants  would  be  our  tenants  at  will,  and 
(abject  to  our  good  pleasure.  To  retain  posses- 
ion might  be  attended  with  vast  expense  and 
laoger  to  our  country.  Great  Britain  might  de- 
iira  to  recover  by  force  what  was  lost  by  force, 


but  in  no  other  way  could  the  possession  be  either 
valuable  or  becure.  Admitting  Canada  to  be 
taken,  (and  that  we  have  the  nhysical  force  to 
take  it  I  do  not  deny,)  I  demand  of  the  advocates 
of  this  war  to  know  what  is  then  to  be  done.  Do 
they  mean  to  plant  their  standard  on  the  walls  of 
duebec,  apportion  out  the  lands  to  the  conquer- 
ors, and  sing  a  requiem  to  "free  trade  and  sailors' 
rights  ?"  These  questions  never  have  been  satis- 
factorily answered.  It  is  time  the  people  should 
know  and  understand  them.  My  bumble  opinion 
is,  if  any  legitimate  object  exists  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  this  war,  that  object  is  not  to  be  obtained 
by  the  conquest  of  Canada;  I  therefore  advise 
the  abandonment  of  this  phantom,  at  least  during 
the  pendency  of  the  present  negotiation.  Hus- 
band the  resources  of  the  country— do  what  yoa 
can  for  commerce  and  the  navy,  and,  above  all 
things,  prepare  for  defence,  by  affording  compe- 
tent protection  to  your  bleeding  frontiers  and  ex- 
posed seacoast.  uo  those  things  which  manifest 
a  sincere  love  of  peace — a  guardian  care  for  your 
suffering  and  exposed  citizens — in  a  word,  give  a 
native,  home-bred  character  to  your  war,  and 
should  peace  not  be  the  result  you  will  not  be 
forsaken,  at  least  by  me,  in  the  hour  of  peril. 

Gentlemen  in  the  majority,  still  thirsting  for 
conquest,  attempt  to  treat  with  ridicule  the  sug- 
gestions from  this  side  of  the  House,  to  suspend 
offensive  operations.  If  there  Is  anything  ridicu- 
lous in  the  idea  of  a  nation  declaring  war,  mere- 
ly to  invite  attack,'that  they  may  have  the  privi- 
lege of  repelling  it,  let  it  be  remembered  that  we 
the  minority  are  innocent;  the  majority  alone 
are  answerable  for  this  state  of  things,  if  it  does 
or  should  exist.  This,  however,  is  not  a  fair 
statement  of  the  question ;  it  is  not  whether  we 
are  to  become  conquerors  by  acting  on  the  de- 
fensive, but  it  is  whether  the  resources  of  the 
country  shall  be  exhausted  in  projects  of  ambi- 
tion and  of  conquest — whether  the  whole  militar* 
ry  force  shall  be  employed  against  Canada,  and 
your  homes  and  firesides  lett  to  take  care  |0f 
themselves.  Sir,  our  paramount  duty  is  to  secure 
our  homes  before  we  seek  adventures  abroad. 

Mr.  Chairman.  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to 
hear  an  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  Calbodn)  say,  the  other  day,  that 
competent  protection  had  been  afforded  to  the 
exposed  parts  of  the  country.  Sir,  the  .Govern- 
ment has  not  afforded  competent  protection  ;  the 
melancholy  scenes  which  have  lately  been  wit- 
nessed on  the  Northern  frontier,  prove,  that  whilst 
your  armies  were  recovering  from  their  late  dis- 
asters, and  securiog  themselves  on  the  borders  of 
Canada,  threatening  another  assault  in  the  Spring, 
the  frontier  of  New  York,  to  the  extent  of  fifty 
miles,  was  laid  waste  by  a  handful  of  the  enemy's 
troops,  and  the  innocent  inhabitants  delivered 
over  to  captivity  or  slaughter.  Let  the  gentle- 
man inquire  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  what 
protection  they  have  had  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment ;  let  him,  on  his  return  home,  visit  the 
tomb-stones  of  many  brave  and  respectable  citi- 
zens of  those  States,  who  either  fell  by  the  handa 
of  the  enemy,  or  became  the  untimely  victims,  of 
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«iposure  to  a  climate  still  more  ruthless,  and  this, 
Coo,  in  the  performance  of  that  dotv  which  ought 
to  hare  been  assigned  to  the  regular  soldier,  for 
the  want  of  that  protection  from  the  General 
Goremment  which  e?ery  State  is  entitled  to  by 
the  express  letter  of  the  Constitution. 

Early  in  the  last  year,  representations  were 
made  to  the  (General  Government  of  the  exposed 
situation  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  soma 
small  aid  ardently  required  ;  the  application  was 
Created  with  neglect  or  contempt;  the  just  appre- 
hensions of  danger  on  the  part  of  our  citizens 
were  attributed  to  imaginary  fears.    Thus  un- 

Prepared  and  unprotected,  the  enemy  came — the 
itate  was  invaded — some  of  our  towns  taken  pos- 
session of;  what  depredations  were  actually  com- 
mitted  I  know  not — what  might  have  been  com- 
mitted, I  leave  to  gentlemen  nearer  the  scene  than 
myself  to  inform  the  House.  Such  was  the  gen- 
eral alarm,  and  such  the  real  danger,  that  the 
militia,  nearly  as  high  as  the  centre  of  the  State, 
were  called  into  service  to  repel  this  invasion ; 
unarmed,  unaccoutred,  and  unprovided  as  they 
were,  they  flocked,  as  they  always  will  do,  to  the 
standard  of  defence;  many  of  those  worthy  men 
were  kept  in  service  during  the  unhealthy  months 
of  *Autumn,  exposed  to  a  climate  to  them  unna- 
tural and  more  terrible  than  the  enemy;  many  of 
them  found  in  the  swamps  of  Carolina  untimely 
graves. 

At  this  very  period,  too,  there  were  at  different 
rendezvous  in  the  State  &everal  hundred  regular 
soldiers,  lolling  in  their  tents  and  fattening  on  the 
public  spoils ;  these  precious  mercenaries  were  too 
sacred  to  be  employed  in  the  inglorious  service  of 
defending  the  Sute;  not  a  company  were  ordered 
to  our  relief;  they  were  reserved  for  nobler  pur- 
poses ;  they  were  destined  for  the  glories  and  re- 
wards of  conquest,  whilst  the  breasts  of  our  re- 
spectable citizens  were  made  the  medium  for  the 
blBiyonet  of  the  enemy,  in  defence  of  our  families 
and  our  homes.  If  this  is  what  the  gentleman 
ealls  protection,  I  pray  to  be  delivered  from  it. 
The  same  gentleman  has  also  reminded  us  of  our 
apprehensions  and  predictions  in  relation  to  our 
exposed  towns  and  seacoast.  I  will  only  remark, 
that  those  predictions  have,  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, unfortudatelv  been  realized;  and  that  they 
have  not  been  fully  so,  is  not  owing  to  any  effi- 
cient protection  from  the  General  Government. 
That  gentleman  ought  to  be  the  last  to  talk  of 
prophecies ;  he,  if  I  mistake  not,  once  turned  pro- 
phet, and  told  this  people,  as  an  inducement  to 
embark  them  into  this  war,  that  Canada  would 
be  conquered  in  six  weeks ;  this  entitles  the  gen- 
tleman to  a  distinguished  place  among  the  &lse 
prophets. 

Mr.  Chairman,  however  much  this  war  was 
justly  depreeatea  in  its  origin,  however  disas- 
trous and  hateful  it  may  have  become  in  its  pro- 
gress, I  acknowledge,  with  peculiar  satisfaction, 
that  my  apprehensions  for  the  existence  of  my 
eouotry.  its  laws,  and  institutions,  have  greatly 
subsidea.  The  events  in  Europe,  as  unexpected 
as  they  have  been  sudden  and  glorious,  have 
cleared  the  ancient  horizon  of  the  gloomy  despo-  J 


tism  which  had  well  nigh  overwheloacd  aad 
tingoished  every  ray  of  freedom  in  Surope, 
dispelled  the  mist  which  has  so  long  cionded 
atmosphere,  and  exposed  to  public  riew  tke 
dency  of  our  ill-fated  policy.  Yes,  sir,  for  af 
coontrv,  and  for  the  caatffe  of  homaiiitf,  I  do  ic- 
joice  that  the  charm  of  Napoleon's  iaTincibflny 
is  broken,  that  the  chains  ne  bad  prepared  far 
mankind  are  rent  asunder,  and  that  bis  paver  is 
about  to  become  harmless,  if  not  totaliy  anaiU* 
lated.  A  new  birth  has  been  given  to  libettf  m 
Europe,  and  I  trust  it  will  be  cherished  wi^  a 
holy  zeal.  With  ourselves*  I  no  longer  eonsidci 
the  unfortunate  contest  in  which  we  are  ei^ifst^ 
as  involving  the  question  of  the  guillotim;  bo 
longer  whether  we  "  shall  or  shall  not  be  a  pia- 
pie."  Many  valuable  lives  may  yet  be  lost  ia  tbe 
prosecution  of  this  war,  the  country  nmy  beotow 
whelmed  with  a  debt,  which  centuries  of  pn^ 
peritv  will  scarcely  enable  oar  posterity  to  pay; 
much  individual  suffering  and  priratioa  may  be 
inflicted,  and  thousands  of  corrupt,  and  eoirapled 
sycophants  of  power  may  feed  and  fatten  as  the 
public  spoils ;  but  the  balance  of  power  ia  En- 
rope  restored  and  preserved,  the  good  sense  of 
this  nation  must  and  will  rid  us  of  war;  oar 
liberties  will  outride  the  storm,  and  oar  Consti- 
tution survive  the  wreck.  Suppose  the  scene  is 
have  changed,  and  Bonaparte  at  this  moment 
giving  law  to  the  whole  Continent — England,  onr 
present  enemy,  might  and  probably  would  M; 
she  could  not  long  resist  the  colossal  power  of 
the  mifhty  tyrant;  what  then  would  be  sw. 
fate  ?  Is  there  a  virluons  man  among  us^  what 
lover  of  his  country,  whose  nerves  are  so  slroBg 
as  not  to  tremble  at  such  a  prospect  1  Our  own 
country,  the  only  then  remaining  nursery  for 
anything  like  the  great  principles  of  free  Gov- 
ernment, would  have  fallen  a  prey  to  the  great 
spoiler.  Our  liberty  alone  would  afford  n  suffi- 
cient temptation,  and  ws  should  experience  the 
reality  of  a  tvrsnt^s  love. 

Some  gentlemen  of  the  majority,  particnlariy 
the  honorable  member  from  Louisiana,  (Ife. 
Robertson,)  shudder  at  the  idea  of  England's 
increased  power  and  influence.  It  would  hare 
been  well  for  the  country,  had  those  gentlemen 
calculated  differently  and  more  accurately  the 
doctrine  of  chances,  before  we  were  involved  ia 
this  war.  What  their  calculations  on  the  eTeaci 
of  Europe  really  were,  I  pretend  not  to  say.  The 
prospect  was  too  big  not  to  have  been  seen,  aai 
ought  to  have  been  regarded  by  all  prudent  poki- 
ticians.  I  well  know  what  were  my  own  feats, 
and  those  of  my  political  friends — the  very  re- 
verse of  what  has  come  to  pass.  It  cannot  be 
forgotten  that  the  storm  was  gathering  on  the 
Continent,  while  the  clouds  were  lowering  here; 
it  burst  upon  Russia  almost  at  the  same  moment 
it  flashed  upon  us ;  the  legions  of  France  poured 
into  Russia,  while  our  forces  marched  towards 
Canada.  This  extraordinary  coincidence  could 
not  well  have  been  the  effect  of  accident  or  chance. 
Gentlemen  could  not  but  reflect  on  the  conse- 
quences and  the  effect  of  our  apparent  co-open* 
tion.    If  they  regret  the  result  of  the  European 
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»Mite8t,  they  mvist  kave  desired  the  suceess  of 
Bonaparte ;  tliey  must  have  prepared  themselres 
)0  eocoaater  the  sceaes  which  I  have  but  so  fee- 
si^  described,  aud  which  have  filled  my  mind 
pritii  80  much  "  secret  dread  and  inward  horror.'' 

The  present  situation  and  prospects  of  Burope, 
M>  far  from  threatening  the  existence  of  our 
BOUDtry,  afford  to  my  understanding  the  anima- 
iog  prospect  of  returning  peace,  'and  ought  to 
simulate  our  desires  and  efforts  to  restore  its 
^iessings.  fingiand,  it  is  true,  has  now  less. to 
lear ;  she  may  give  more  efficient  protection  to 
^er  Canada  possessions,  and  increase  the  annoy- 
ince  of  our  exposed  seacoast ;  but  her  power  is 
lot  e88entia[ly  increased.  Our  country  is  in  no 
ianger  of  being  orerrun ;  were  this  attempted,  it 
iroiud  become  the  holy  cause  of  defence,  in 
riiicli  there  would  be  no  dirision;  in  such  a 
rause,  eren  '^  weakness  would  become  strength.'.' 
(Vere  it  necessary,  security  against  the  power  of 
Sogland  would  be  found  in  those  nations  who 
tare  lately  redeemed  themselres  iVom  the  yoke 
»f  Boaaparte.  Can  it  be  believed  that  the  gpirit- 
irhioh  animated  the  betrayed  Spaniard,  and 
irnaed  him  with  all  the  energy*  of  despair ;  the 
\pirit  which  nerved  the  arm  of  the  Russian,  and 
cindJed  up  a  holy  flame  among  the  subjected  na- 
iona  of  Europe^  will  be  so  easUv  extinguished  ? 
That  those  nations  who  have  thus  successfully 
thrown  off  one  tyrant,  will  immediatelv  bend 
their  necks  to  another  1  Sir,  I  will  not  believe 
10  meanly  of  them.  They  have  an  iaterent  in 
t^  proper  limitations  of  power;  they  have  an 
iaierest  in  commerce  and  in  the  ocean;  they 
have  an  interest  in  our  friendship  and  our  pros- 
perity. These  considerations,  while  they  tend  to 
leaeea  the  imagined  power  of  England,  offer  ad- 
ditional inducements  for  us  to  desire  peace ;  they 
inaperatively  demand  that  we  should  repeal  the 
embargo,  and  the  whole  black  catalogue  of  re- 
•trictions  on  commerce,  which  serve  only  to  im- 
poverish your  citizens,  and  make  sport  for  your 
aaemiee.  All  imaginable  inducements  for  con- 
tiautag  your  suicidal* restrictk>n8  are  now  at  an 
end  $  all  the  ports  of  the  Continent  are  now  open 
to  as  and  to  Great  Britain,  she  can  neither  be 
starved  by  our  embargo,  or  tnrown  into  insurrec- 
tion by  our  non-intercourse :  repeal,  then^  your 
embargo ;  let  our  industry  find  its  reward  m  the 
hungry  markets  of  Europe;  this  will  give  enter- 
prise to  seamea,  and  raise  the  drooping  spirits  of 
the  laborer. 

In  reviewiag  the  leading  policy  of  the  Ad- 
miniscration  for  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  the 
miad  ia  struck  with  the  peculiar  tendency  (what- 
ever may  have  been  the  motives)  of  that  policy 
to  a  direct  and  unequivocal  co-operation  with  the 
avowed  objecu  of  Fraace.  What  has  been  the 
great  and  primary  object  of  Fraace  1  The  de* 
stfuetion  of  England.  Despairing  of  effisoting  his 
pnrpoee  by  invasion,  or  the  chances  of  ordinary 
oooMMt,  the  tyrant  of  France  conceived  the  ^igan* 
tic  prmeet  of  accomplishing  the  destruction  of 
Qreat  oritain  bv  a  total  interdiction  of  her  com- 
mcfce  with  all  other  natioas.  All  the  great 
Powen  on  the  contiaeat  of  Baiope  were  either 


compelled  or  seduced  into  a  co-operation  with 
this  great  continental  system,  which,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Bonaparte,  in  order  to  be  effectual  must 
be  complete.  The  nistory  of  the  various  decrees 
and  regulations  by  which  this  system  was  to 
bind  up  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  the 
practical  conformity  of  this  Government  by  its 
embargoes,  non-intercourses,  non-importations^ 
dtc.,  has  been  so  fully  and  clearly  stated  bv  an 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
BiQBLOw)  as  to  forbid  even  an  attempt  at  repeti- 
tion. The  honorable  gentleman,  however,  seemed 
to  think,  that  while  France  demanded  and  en- 
forced compliance  from  the  nations  on  the  Con- 
tinent, in  the  most  public,  ofllcial,  and  dictatorial 
style,  there  was  no  official  document  to  prove 
that  a  similar  demand  was  made  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

It  is  true,  sir,  the  public  have  not  been  peculi- 
arly favored  with  official  knowledge  of  our  rela- 
tions with  France,  and  as  Congress  only  gets 
such  scraps  and  extracts  as  the  Executive  deems 
fit  to  communicate,  and  some  of  them  most  se- 
cret and  confidential,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise that  such  a  record  as  the  gentleman  speaks 
of  should  not  be  found  on  our  ta\)les  in  hoc 
verba;  but,  sir,  we  are  not  without  evidence, 
and  that,  too,  of  the  most  public  and  positive 
character,  given  by  Bonaparte  and  his  Ministers 
on  this  very  point.  Turn  to  the  Berlin  decree  of 
1806,  and  the  Milan  decree  of  1807;  there  jou 
will  find  all  nations,  without  exception,  required 
to  conform  to  the  maritime  code  of  France,  and 
denunciations,  threatening  the  enraged  vengeance 
of  France  to  alight  on  those  who  refuse  or  ne- 
glect to  comply.  When  the  American  Minister 
at  Paris  humbly  asked  whether  the  treaty  which 
then  existed  between  this  country  and  France 
was  thus  to  be  violated,  by  including  America  in 
the  scope  of  those  decrees,  the  answer  was  at 
first  a  little  equivocal,  but  soon  became  certain 
by  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  our  vessels, 
and  the  explicit  declaration  of  Champagny  **that 
the  law  was  general,  and  admitted  of  no  excep- 
tions." What  demand  could  have  been  more 
public  than*^ those  decrees;  what  more  explicit 
than  their  practical  operations  on  our  commerce, 
and  what  more  official  than  the  written  declara- 
tion of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  ?  I  ask 
gentlemen,  what  better  testimony^  could  we  have 
given  of  prompt  and  ready  acquiescence  than  by 
our  embargo  of  December,  1807  j  the  recommen- 
dation of  which  was  the  immediate  consequence 
of  despatches  from  France^  and  not  a  knowledge 
of  the  Orders  in  Council  of  Great  Britain  ?  This 
sdf-destroying  measure  met  the  smiles  and  ap- 
probation of  Bonaparte;  he  pronounced  it  a 
magnanimous  resistance  to  the  maritime  tyranny 
of  Great  Britain.  While  this  measure  was  con- 
tinued and  enforced  with  vigor,  it  was  applauded 
by  the  great  author  of  the  continenul  systenL 
Whenever  the  sufferings  and  clamors  of  our  own 
oppressed  citizens  caused  a  teinnorary  relaxation, 
we  were  denounced  and  punished  tor  disobedi- 
ence. I  will  not  tax  you,  sir,  with  the  disffosting 
recital  of  the  multiplied  and  uniform  declara- 
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tions  of  the  Emperor  of  Fraoce,  and  the  lan- 
guage of  all  his  State  papers,  showiog  the  char- 
acter of  his  coQtiQental  system,  and  proving  the 
estimate  placed  by  him  on  our  compliance. 
Those  decrees  are  declared  to  be  the  fundamental 
law  of  his  Empire ;  the  fLug  is  to  be  considered 
an  extension  of  territory,  and  the  nation  which 
suffers  it  to  be  violated,  forfeits  its  neutrality. 
In  March,  1811,  (previous  to  a  knowledge  of  our 
unfortuoate  non-intercourse  law  of  that  month,) 
the  Emperor,  in  an  address  to  his  Council  of 
Commerce,  thus  expresses  himself:  ^'  The  fate  of 
*  American  commerce  will  soon  be  decided.  I 
'  will  favor  it  if  the  United  States  conform  them- 
'  selves  to  these  decrees.  In  a  contrary  case  their 
'  vessels  will  be  driven  from  my  Empire.  The 
'  commercial  relations  with  England  must  cease." 
Thus,  sir,  we  are  not  left  to  conjecture  to  know 
what  was  the  judgment  of  Bonaparte  on  those 
who  refused  to  give  full  effect  to  his  continental 
system.  In  what  light  he  considered  our  restrict- 
ive system,  and  particularly  the  law  of  March, 
18ll,  may  be  collected  from  the  following  ex- 
tract from  the  Mercure  de  France^  a  Parisian 
journal  of  high  authority,  published  in  April, 
1811 ;  after  speaking  of  the  measures  adopted 
against  England  by  the  European  allies  of 
France — "  the  Americans  (says  this  iouraal)  on 
'  their  part,  are  establishing  in  the  New  World, 
^  another  continental  system,  which  draws  still 
'  closer  the  blockade  to  which  England  has  sub- 
Vjected  herself  by  menacing  France,"  dbe.  The 
French  gazettes  all  hold  a  similar  language,  and 
take  it  i^r  granted  that  we  have  become  mem* 
bers  of  the  Imperial  Leagtte.  These  opinions 
emanate  from  the  Emperor  himself. 

If  further  evidence  of  the  demands  of  Bona- 
parte on  this  country  to  conform  to  his  system, 
were  necessary  to  prove  that  nothing  short  of 
unconditional  compliance,  or  war  with  England, 
would  appease  him,  I  would  refer  to  the  corres- 
pondence of  Mr.  Barlow,  our  late  Minister  to 
France.  When  this  gentleman  submitted  his 
project  for  negotiation,  and  placed,  as  he  says, 
our  relations  in  a  point  of  view  both  novel  and 
impressive,  the  Emperor  did  not  kfow  how  he 
could  reconcile  the  provisions  to  the  principles  of 
his  great  continental  system.  But,  sir,  in  the 
absence  of  all  other  testimony  on  this  subject,  I 
have  a  document  before  me,  the  authenticity  and 
official  character  of  which  is  now  no  longer  to  be 
denied  or  questioned,  which  proves  the  most  un- 
equivocal and  formal  demand  on  our  Govern- 
ment to  accede  to  the  maritime  confederation. 
I  allude  to  the  celebrated  letter  of  General  Tur- 
reau,  late  Minister  of  France,  to  Robert  Smith, 
Esq.,  late  Secretary  of  State,  dated  June  14, 
1809.  Among  the  least  of  the  abominations  con- 
tained in  this  letter  is  the  following  paragraph : 

"  I  have  thought  it  was  not  incompatible  with  my 
duty  to  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  your  Government, 
the  new  chances,  which  the  changes  brought  about  in 
Europe  offer  to  the  commercial  interests  of  the  United 
States^  and  the  inconveniences  which  may  result  from 
their  refusal  to  accede  formally  to  the  principlee  of  the 
maritime  confederati,on." 


That  we  have  been  foroully  «ad  officially  re- 
quired to  conform  to  the  views  and  policy  d 
France,  I  think  I  have  fully  established ;  kov 
far  we  have  yielded  to  those  and  thmt  poliqr  ^ 
our  restrictive  systems,  and  how  fkr  embneed 
them  by  our  war,  I  leave  to  history  to  deeidi^ 
and  the  impartial  world  to  judge. 

Mr.  Chairman  :  It  is  time  we  should  pause, -it 
is  time  we  should  seriously  reflect,  whether  aay, 
and  what  essential,  practical*  attainable  gooi  a 
to  result  from  the  prosecution  of  this  war;  tke 
^reat  object  for  which  it  was  declared — the  Odn 
in  Council — has  now  ceased  to  exist.  Theqoes- 
tion  of  impressment  alone  remains ;  this  qaei- 
tion  I  do  believe  can  be  so  arranged  as  toeaoapC 
our  native  seamen  from  abuse,  and  to  give  ta 
Great  Briuin  reasonable  security  against  the  em- 
ployment of  her  seamen  on  board  oar  paUic  ail 
private  vessels.  The  right  asserted  by  Great 
Britain  to  impress  her  subjects  from  on  boaid 
our  merchant  vessels  may  remain  a&deeidei 
The  abuses  of  which  we  complain  have  arisen 
in  a  great  degree  from  the  troubled  state  of  tke 
European  world,  and  the  peculiar  iadaeeBcaii 
which  our  merchant  service  held  oat  for  the  em- 
ployment of  foreign  seamen,  and  not  solely  frea 
the  assertion  of  an  abstract  principle-— a  princi- 
ple which.  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  is  reccf> 
nised  and  practised  on  by  France  and  every  ma^ 
ilime  nation  of  Europe.  Bat,  sir,  if  the  n^t  is 
denied ;  if  the  claim,  set  up  by  Great  Britaja,  to 
impress  her  own  subjects,  is  totally  onfooaded, 
have  we  the  power  of  compelling  her  to  abaadoa 
it  ?  Is  there  a  gentleman  in  this  Hoaae;  is  there 
an  inteliieent  man  in  the  nation,  who  does,  or  caa 
believe,  that  the  abandonment  of  this  right  is  la 
be  extorted  by  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged? 
I  believe  not,  sir. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  we  should  aov 
be  at  war  for  an  object  which  did  not  prodaet 
the  declaration  of  war ;  for  a  principle  which 
was  never  even  attempted  to  be  adjusted  by  the 
present  Administration,  previous  to  the  eoa- 
mencement  of  hostilities,  and  which  was  totally 
overlooked  or  disregarded  in  the  arrangement 
made  with  Mr.  Erskine  in  1809,  and  is  not  named 
in  any  of  the  conditions  to  our  restrictive  laet 
by  which  commerce  and  intercoorse  were  tote 
restored  with  Great  Britain.  This  perhaps  ex- 
hibits a  phenomenon  in  the  history  of  wars  aad 
politics.  Believing  the  question  of 'imprcssoieat 
susceptible  of  practical  arrangement,  1  have  al- 
ways deemed  it  unfortunate  that  the  iastractioas 
given  to  Mesars.  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  in  the  at* 
tempted  negotiation,  during  the  Administratioa 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  required  an  absolute  abandon- 
ment of  the  right,  instead  of  leaving  a  diseretioa 
with  the  Commissioners,  or  devising  some  eqaiv- 
alent  by  which  the  abstract  right  might  hare  re- 
mained untouched,  and  reasonable  security  af- 
forded against  the  complaints  of  both  parties. 
To  show  that  our  Government,  in  their  negotia- 
tions on  the  subject  of  impressment,  uniformly 
stickled  for  the  aoandonment  of  the  right,  insteai 
of  attempting  to  regulate  its  exercise}  I  will  re- 
fer to  the  instnictions  of  Mr*  Monroe,  in  1804,  and 
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'  the  correspoDdence  which  terminated  ia  a  treaty 
:  with  Great  Britafn.  signed  by  our  CommissioD- 
-'  ers,  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  and  an  arrangement 
^  on  the  subject  of  impressment,  which  tbosh  gen- 
'  tlemen  declared  to  be  both  safe  and  honorable  to 
the  United  States;  but  all  of  which,  unfortu- 
nately,  were  rejected  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 

The  first  article  in  those  instructions  requires 
i  from  England  the  renunciation  of  the  "  claim  to 
take  from  on  board  our  vessels,  on  the  high  seas, 
I  any  person  whaterer,  not  in  the  military  service 
of  the  enemy."  In  the  observations  of  Mr.  Mad- 
ison on  this  article,  he  says :  "Were  the  right  of 
Oreat  Britain  in  this  case  not  denied,  the  abuses 
flowing  from  it  would  justify  the  United  States 
in  claiming  and  expecting  a  discontinuance  of 
its  exercise.  But  the  right  is  denied,  and  on  the 
best  grounds."  In  the  progress  of  the  discussions 
on  the  subject  of  impressment,  we  are  informed 
by  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  **  the  British  Commis- 
'  sioners  felt  the  strongest  repugnance  to  a  formal 
^  renunciation  of  their  claim  to  take  from  our  ves- 
'  sels,  on  the  hi^h  seas,  such  seamen  as  should 
'  appear  to  be  their  own  subjects ;  and  they  pressed 

*  upon  us  with  much  zeal,  as  a  substitute  for  such 

*  an  abandonment,  a  provision  that  the  persons 

*  composing  the  crews  of  our  ships  should  be 
'  furnished  with  authentic  documents  of  citizen- 
'  ship,  the  nature  and  form  of  which  should  be 

*  settled  by  treaty;  that  these  documents  should 
'  completely  protect  those  to  whom  they  rela- 

*  ted  "  Ac. 

Toia  proposition  was  rejected.  Our  Commis- 
sioners were  asked  to  state  what  equivalent  they 
eoald  offer  for  securing  to  Great  Britain  the  ser- 
Tices  of  her  seamen,  if  the  right  of  impressment 
were  abandoned. 

The  only  proposition  in  reply  was,  that  pro- 
Tlsion  might  be  made  for  giving  the  aid  of  the 
local  authorities  of  the  United  States  to  appre- 
hend and  restore  deserters  from  their  vessels; 
and  that  laws  should  be  passed,  to  be  reciprocal, 
making  it  penal  for  the  commanders  of  Ameri- 
can vessels  to  take  deserters  from  the  public  or 
prirate  vessels  of  Great  Britain.  This  proposi- 
tion only  relating  to  cases  of  real  desertion,  was 
of  course  not  deemed  a  sufficient  equivalent. 
Had  we  then  thought  of  going  the  length  of 
excluding  British  seamen  from  on  board  oar 
Teasels,  (as  has  been  since  done  by  what  is 
called  the  seamen's  bill,)  the  result  might  have 
been  different.  If  indeed  our  Administration 
were  disposed,  at  that  time,  to  accept  a  treaty  on 
any  terms. 

The  British  CommisstoDe'rs  having  assured 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  that  their  Govern- 
ment was  willing  to  do  anything  in  its  power  to 
satisfy  the  United  States  on  the  ground  of  their 
complaints,  which  might  be  done  without  a 
relinquishment  of  their  claim,  they  presented  a 
note  contaiDiog  an  arrangement  on  the  subject  of 
impressment,  which  was  acceded  to  by  our  Com- 
missioners, and  of  the  contents  of  which  they 
thas  speak :  '^We  persuade  ourselves  that  by  ae- 
<  cepting  the  invitation  which  it  gives,  and  pro- 
i  eeediog  in  the  negotiatioUj  We  shall  place  the 


*  business  almost,  if  not  altogether,  on  as  good  a 
'  footing  as  we  should  have  done  by  treaty,  had 
^  the  project  we  offered  them  been  adopted." 
This  arrangement,  (as  I  before  stated,}  was  re- 
jected by  our  Executive,  and  whether  the  price 
of  this  war  will  purchase  a  better  arrangement, 
or  give  greater  security  to  our  seamen,  is  to  my 
inind  extremelv  problematical. 

An  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Ingbrsoll.)  I 
will  not  say  the  "*  principal  Representative,^'  but 
certainly  the  principal  speaking  Representative 
from  Pennsylvania,  in  an  elaborate  speech  the 
other  day,  passing  the  Orders  in  Council,  and 
scarcely  glancing  at  the  questioa  of  impress- 
ment, in  his  deep  researches,  brouffht  forth  a 
new,  and  hitherto  unforeseen  cause  tor  the  war, 
and  an  additional  inducement  for  its  continuance* 

This  discovery  u  found  by  that  gentleman  in 
the  violation  or  the  principle  "  that  free  ships 
make  free  goods."  This  principle  may  be  con- 
venient to  France,  or  nations  possessing  little 
maritime  strength,  and  who  are  frequently  en- 
gapred  in  wars ;  but  to  us.  who  are  ciptable  of 
being  our  own  carriers,  wnose  interest  it  is  to 
have  our  own  vessels  employed  in  our  own  trade, 
and  not  in  that  of  other  nations;  and  who  are» 
or  may  become,  a  great  commercial  and  mari* 
time  Power,  such  a  principle  cannot  be  desirable. 
That  it  is  not  the  established  law  of  nations,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  asserting.  It  is  unneces- 
sary ;  it  would  be  worse  than  idle  now  to  dis- 
cuss the  principle  which  the  gentleman  has  so 
moch  labored.  Let  it  suffice  to  know  that  every 
Administration  in  this  country  has  practised  on 
the  contrary  doctrine,  and  no  one  or  them  con- 
tended for  the  doctrine  now  advanced,  as  being 
necessary  for  the  interest  of  this  country,  or 
sanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations.  The  treaty 
made  by  Mr.  Jay  with  Ghreat  Britain  in  1794y 
contained  no  such  principle.  The  celebrated  in- 
structions to  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  written  bj 
the  present  Executive,  and  sanctioned  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  expressly  disclaimed  such  a  principle. 
For  the  satisfaction  of  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Ixf- 
GEBSOLL,)  and  that  only,  I  might  add  the  author- 
ity of  Mr.  Clay,  one  of  the  Commissioners  in- 
trusted with  the  negotiation  to  be  opened  at  Gk>t- 
teobarg,  directly  militating  against  the  doctrine 
'^free  ships  make  free  goods."  Having  men- 
tioned the  name  of  one  of  our  negotiators,  (Mr. 
Clay.)  I  may  be  permitted  here  to  observe,  that 
although  I  am  not  without  hope  and  expectation 
of  a  favorable  termination  of  the  war,  bottomed 
on  the  propositions  of  the  British  Government, 
which  have  been  acceded  to  by  our  Administra- 
tion, I  confess  this  hope  and  expectation  is  not 
strengthened  by  the  knowledge  1  have  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  al- 
luded I  on  the  contrary,  I  do  not  conceive  that 
any  attainable  treaty  with  Great  Britain  can  be 
signed  by  that  ffentleman,  consistently  with  bis 
declarations  publicly  uttered  in  this  hall,  and  af- 
terwards deliberately  written  and  published  to  the 
world.  That  I  may  be  distinctly  understood,  and 
avoid  doing  the  least  possible  injustice  to  a  gen- 
tleman who  has  his  admirers,  and  who  is  not 
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Ceient  to  hear  me.  I  will  not  trust  to  mf  recol- 
Btion  for  a  recital  of  his  opinions,  bat  rder  to  a 
speech  delirered  by  him  on  this  floor,  on  the  8th 
of  Janaary,  1813.  From  this  speech  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Clay  was  one  of  those  who  would  not 
aeknowledge  that  had  the  Orders  in  Conncil 
been  repeued  before  the  war  was  declared,  the 
declaration  would  not  hare  been  preTented ;  after 
expressing  this  sentiment,  he  says,  ^  I  have  no 
hesitation,  then,  in  saying  that  I  hare  always 
considered  the  impressment  of  American  sear 
men  as  much  the  most  serious  aggression."  What 
is  meant  by  the  term  American  seamen,  is  ex- 
plained in  another  part  of  this  speech,  and  is 
made  to  comprehend  all  persons  except  enemies' 
subjects.  Speaking  of  the  British  principle  of 
impressment^  be  says,  ^  What  is  this  principle  ? 
^  She  contends  that  she  has  a  right  to  the  ser- 
^  rices  of  her  own  subjects.  That  in  the  exer- 
'  cise  of  this  right  she  may  lawfully  impress 
*'  them,  eren  though  she  finds  them  in  our  res- 
'  sels,  on  the  high  seas,  without  her  jurisdiction. 
'  Now  I  deny  that  she  has  any  right  without  her 

*  jurisdiction  to  come  on  board  our  ressels,  upon 
f  the  hifh  seas,  for  any  other  purpose  but  in  pur- 
'  suit  of  enemies,  or  their  goods,  or  goods  contra* 
^  band  of  war."    He  then  proceeds  to  say,  ^when 

*  nations  are  engaged  in  war,  those  rights  in  con- 
^  trorersy,  which  are  not  acknowledged  by  the 
^  treaty  of  peace,  are  abandoned." 

The  British  principle  of  impressment,  being 
the  right  now  in  controrersy,  unless  that  princi- 
ple is  surrendered  by  Great  Britain,  no  treaty 
(aecordiog  to  the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Clay)  can  be 
made  without  the  abandonment  of  the  ooject  for 
which  he  says  the  war  was  declared,  and  is  now 
prosecuted.  Who  is  there  among  us  so  sanguine 
as  to  beliere  the  British  claim  to  impress  her 
own  subjects  from  our  merchant  ressels  will  be 
abandoned  ?  Is  not  the  principle  now  substan- 
tially admitted,  or  at  least  the  controrersy  rraired 
by  the  Administration,  in  their  acceptance  of  the 

Sroposition  to  negotiate  on  the  basis  of  the  pub- 
c  law  of  nations,  and  the  maritime  rights  of 
Great  Britain  ?  And  is  not  the  point  of  honor 
substantially  yielded  by  this  House  by  what  is 
called  the  seamen's  bill  ? — a  bill  (although  some 
of  its  prorisions  are  extremely  objectionable) 
which  I  roted  for  \  and  on  the  priaciples  of  which 
I  rest  with  some  confidence  tor  an  arraogement 
of  the  question  of  impressment.  This  bill  met 
the  decided  disapprobation  of  Mr.  Clay.  He 
threw  upon  it  an  air  of  ridicule  and  declared 
^'  Lord  Castlereagh  would  laugh  at  our  simpli- 
city^' he  complained  that  the  Admioistration 
had  erred  in  the  steps  which  it  had  taken  to  re- 
store peace,  ^  not  by  doin^  too  little,  but  in  be- 
'  traying  too  great  a  solicitude  for  that  erent. 
'An  hoDorable  peace  (says  the  gentleman)  is  at- 
'  tainable  only  by  an  efficient  war.    My  plan, 

*  (says  he)  would  be  to  call  out  the  ample  resour- 
'  ces  of  the  country,  gire  them  a  judicious  direc- 
'  tion,  prosecute  the  war  with  the  utmost  rigor, 
'  strike  where  we  can  reach  the  enemy  at  sea  or 

'  on  land,  and  negotiate  the  terms  of  peace  (at  I 
St.  Petersburg  1    No.     At  London  1    No.    At! 


Gotunbnrg?  No)  '*at  Onebee  or  Hnlifrx.' 
With  sucn  sentiments  as  these,  am  I  not  wu- 
ranted  in  saying  that  no  attaindble  tremty  can  he 
signed  by  Mr.  Clay,  without  inrolring  him  ia 
the  grossest  inconsistency,  or  without  a  total  ler- 
olotion  in  his  opinions?  I  trust, as  the  Adaaiaif- 
tration  appears  to  hare  yielded,  he  will  alao  heal 
to  circumstances. 

To  return  to  the  gentleman  fron^  Peaaaylfa- 
nia,  (Mr.  iROxaaoLLJ)  the  peculiarity  and  coma- 
dictory  character  of  whose  remarks  excited  nme 
attention.  He  mentioned  the  treaty  Qemtiaied 
br  Mr.  Jay  in  1794,  and  approred  br  Geoenl 
Washingtoo.  His  breast  appeared  to  labor  vitk 
denunciations  against  that  treaty,  to  whiek  hii 
lips  refused  to  gire  utterance.  One  eril  esssa- 
quence  of  that  treaty,  he  remarked,  was  the  dis- 
pleasure of  France,  and  our  subsequent  troobia 
with  that  nation.  Are  considerations  of  so  ha- 
miliatiag  a  character,  said  Mr.  P.,  to  gorera  a  ui- 
tioB  which  boasts  of  its  spirit  and  independence t 
Are  they  to  influence  the  ardent  spiriu  whose 
motto  is  "  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights^''  and  who 
hare  now  put  erery  thing  dear  to  the  coaatry  at 
hazard  %  Has  it  come  to  this,  that  peace  with 
any  other  nation  is  not  to  be  sought  for,  for  fen 
of  offending  France  1  1  am  not  without  my  so^ 
picions  that  this  fear  of  offend ine  France  was  mm 
among  the  least  of  the  causes  for  rejecting  the 
treaty  of  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  in  the  year  1807, 
without  eren  submitting  it  to  the  Senate. 

The  riolent,  outrageous  opposition  to  Jay's 
Treaty,  under  which  this  country  enjoyed  the 
most  unexampled  prosperity,  during  its  contiaa> 
ance,  is  sufficiently  remembered,  and  recorded  ia 
the  history  of  those  times.  Nothing  but  theged^ 
like  influence  of  Washington  could  hare  allayed 
the  <torm  of  faction  excited  by  those,  and  the 
friends  of  those,  who  now  ulk  so  moch  aboat 
the  dangers  of  opposition.  The  effigies  of  He 
Jay  and  other  distinguished  adrocates  of  this 
treaty  were  burnt  in  rarions  sections  <^  the  cona- 
try,  aad  even  that  of  Genenl  Washingtoa  did 
not  escape  those  rude  indecencies.*  Mr.  Chair- 
maiL  the  opposition  of  those  days  was  not,  as  now, 
confined  to  the  honest  and  eonscientioos  expie»> 
sion  of  opinion,  and  the  exposure  of  wicked  mca 
and  measures.  No,  sir,  the  Constitution  Conaed 
no  barrier  to  Democratic  fury.  The  laws  wcie 
resisted,  and  the  standard  of  rebeUion  reared  oi 
their  ruins.  The  country  was  threatened  vitk 
the  rerolutionary  scenes  of  France,  and  the  fve- 
tended  Republicans  were  then  as  clamorous  to 
embark  hand  and  hand  in  the  cause  of  Fraaee 
as  their  successors*  are  now  for  ^  free  trade  aad 
sailors'  rights."  How  those  scenes  termiaaied, 
and  how  some  of  the  principal  actors  tiare  beea 
rewarded,  it  ii  unnecessary  to  relate. 


*  I  am  confident  I  am  not  mistaken  in  stating  Ihst 
General  Weshington  was  burnt  in  effigy.  The  fret  a 
lecoided  in  the  publications  of  the  day.  But,  w  I  sat 
informed  by  the  honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Cheres)  ani 
othersp  the  effigy  of  Geaersl  Washington  >vaa  net 
among  thoss  of  Mr.  Jay  and  othen,  which  were  bant 
ia  Gharieston»  South  Canlioa,  ia  the  year  1794^ 
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Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Pennayl- 
rania,  (Mr.  Inoersoll,)  in  hia  great  zeal  for 
bttDtiDg  up  the  eaases  and  objects  of  (he  war, 
told  U8  at  the  last  sessioD,  (when  taxes  were  the 
srder  of  the  day,}  that  if  this  war  occasioned  the 
istablishment  of  a  regular  system  of  taxation,  it 
ironld  be  well  worth  the  cost.  I  trust  the  gentle- 
man is  satislBed  with  the  progress  which  is  mak- 
\ng  io  such  an  establishment.  If  he  is  not,  I 
tiope  the  people  will  be  before  the  present  loan  is 
)btained.  and  the  countless  millions  which  are 
szpended,  repaid. 

The  gentleman  stated,  in  a  speech  delivered 
tome  weeks  ago,  that,  with  or  without  the  oriei- 
lal  causes  of  the  war,  Canada  most,  and  ought 
o  be  ours.  He  said,  also,  that  the  military  repo- 
ation  of  the  country  demanded  the  further  pros- 
iention  of  the  war ;  it  was  necessary  to  retriere 
he  character  which  bad  been  lost  or  tarnished 
>y  the  disgrace  and  disasters  which  had  attended 
H»  military  onerations.  In  this  sentiment,  there 
a  a  tincture  ot  ambition ;  it  might  4)ecome  a  mili- 
ary despot  thus  to  think  and  speak.  I  recollect 
ost  such  a  sentiment  fell  from  the  French  Min- 
ster soon  after  Bonaparte  was  driren  out  of  Rus- 
aa.  The  Emperor  could  not  make  peace  with- 
lut  baring  another  battle.  He  had  too  much 
a  ill  tar  y  fame  to  lose,  dbc. 

The  gentleman,  (Mr.  Ihgbbsoll,)  however,  in 
lis  last  speech,  (perhaps  forgetting  what  he  had 
>efore  said,  or  possibly  changing  his  opinion) 
leclared  that  we  were  the  wedce^t  people  in  the 
rhole  family  of  human  societies,  and  that  we 
lad  performed  wonders  in  this  war,  eclipsing  the 
leeds  of  our  fathers  in  the  Revolution.  I  object 
lot  to  this  apparent  inconsistency  in  the  gentle- 
nan's  remarks,  especially  when  they  tend  to  di- 
ainish  the  inducements  for  continuing  thfe  war; 
nut  if  he  continues  to  present  additional  causes 
For  the  war,  and  inducements  for  its  continuance 
n  every  speech  he  makes,  I  must  assure  him, 
;hat  whatever  satisfaction  I  might  derive  from 
learing  him  on  other  topics,  none  is  experienced 
Tom  efforts  tending  to  remove  the  prospect  of 
)eace  further  and  further  from  our  view.  One 
oaore  remark  of  the  gentleman,  and  I  am  done 
with  him.  He  attrimites  the  success  of  Qreat 
Britain  and  her  triumphs  over  Bonaparte,  not  so 
oauoh  to  military  or  naval  prowess  as  to  the  oper- 
itions  of  finance.  At  the  same  time  he  says,  the 
Ihiinistry  who  have  accomplished  those  thinrs 
ire  the  weakest  England  ever  had.  I  will  only 
'eaiark,  that  if  military  and  financial  operations 
ire  saecessful  in  proportion  to  the  weakness  of 
ihose  who  direct  them,  we  too  are  not  without 
lopes  of  victory ;  our  Treasury  may  yet  be  over- 
lowing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  was  a  time,  and  that  not 
very  distant,  when  the  people  of  this  country 
shrank  with  horror  from  the  idea  of  the  calami- 
ties of  war.  There  was  a  time  when  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  considered  none  but  a  defensive 
war  legitimate,  or  warranted  by  the  spirit  and 
genius  of  our  political  institutions.  He  then 
thought,  or  pretended  to  think,  that  of  all  the 
en^sies  of  public  liberty,  war  is  perhaps  most  to 


be  dreaded,  because  it  comprises  and  developes 
every  other.  War  is  the  parent  of  armies;  from 
these  proceed  debts  and  taxes.  And  armies,  hnd 
debts,  and  taxes,  are  the  known  instruments  of 
bringing  the  many  under  the  domination  of  the 
few.  In  war,  too,  the  discretionary  power  of  the 
Executive  is  extended;  its  influence  in  dealin|f 
out  offices,  honors,  and  emoluments,  are  multi- 
plied; ana  all  the  means  of  seducing  the  niinds 
of  the  people  are  added  to  those  of  subduing  the 
force  of  the  people.  Such  sentiments  as  these 
were  once  entertained  by  the  man  who  brought 
us  into  this  war,  and  who  is  exercising  that  dan- 
gerous extended  discretionarv  power,  which  he 
himself  in  other  times  so  justly  deprecated.  But 
those  times  have  changed,  and  he  has  changed 
with  them.  In  1798  we  had  a  handful  of  men  ; 
they  were  commanded  by  Washington  and  Ham- 
ilton ;  the  men  now  in  power,  and  their  advo- 
cates then  trembled  for  the  public  liberty.  If 
there  was  cause  to  fear  an  army  of  six  thousand 
men  in  1798,  under  such  commanders,  who  eaQ 
measure  our  danger  now  with  an  army  of  sixty- 
three  thousand,  directed  by  an  Armstrong,  .and 
governed  by  a  Wilkinson  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  much  clamor  has  been  heard 
from  the  majority  against  the  course  of  Oppoai- 
tion,  which  tne  minority  find  themselves  bound, 
by  judgment  and  conscience,  to  give  to  the  fatal 
policy  which  is  forced  on  tnem.  I  should  not 
notice  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  who  sounded 
their  complaints  and  denunciations  on  this  sub- 
ject, were  they[  not  subversive  of  the  great  first 
principles  of  civil  liberty,  and  calculated  to  en- 
courage the  wicked  and  mislead  the  ignorant. 
In  what  does  our  opposition  consist?  Are  your 
laws  resisted  ?  No ;  we  obey  them  all.  Do  we 
refuse  to  pay  our  taxes  as  far  as  we  are  able  ? 
No.  Do  we  refuse  to  do  militia  dutv  when  con- 
stitutionally required?  No.  The  head  of  our 
offending  must  consist  in  this — we  do  not  always 
speak  well  of  you  and  your  measures,  because 
we  cannot  consistently  with  truth.  We  yet  claim 
and  exercise  the  privilege  of  inquiring  into  your 
policy^  discussing  your  propositions  and  condemn- 
ing wicked  men  and  measures,  as  our  judgments 
dictate.  Because  we  will  not  give  up  those  plain, 
unsophisticated  every-day  rights,  and  because 
their  exercise  is  not  at  all  times  most  soothing  to 
the  majority,  those  rights  are  attempted  to  be 
wrested  from  us,  by  the  introduction  of  a  new  polit- 
ical dictionary,  by  which  inquiry  is  made  to  mean 
Unyism;  discussion,  moral  ireaaon;  and  the  expo- 
sure of  weak  or  wicked  men  and  measures,  hoMtilUy 
to  the  Government !  Sir,  my  opposition  is  and 
shall  continue  to  he  directed  by  the  best  dictates 
of  my  understanding,  for  the  best  interests  of  my 
eoutttry.  It  shall  be  tempered  with  a  prudent 
zeal.  It  shall  be  bounded  by  the  law  and  the 
Constitution,  and,  if  assailed  within  those  ram- 
parts, the  ruffian  tyrant  shall  be  repulsed  at  every 
nazard,  because  he  aims  his  blow  at  the  vitals  of 
the  Constitution  and  the  liberty  of  the  citizen. 
In  time  of  war,  inroads  on  the  essential  principles 
of  free  government  are  most  easily  effected.  It 
is  then  that  £«xeeutive  power  makes  its  encroach- 


1467 


mSTORT  OF  C0NGHBS8. 


14fi8 


H.  OF  R. 


The  Loan  BOL 


Fbbbuabt,  1814. 


ments,  aDdmocftiaveUtancorrttptioD  is  set  afloat 
It  is  io  tiroes  like  chose  that  the  true  patriot  ooght 
to  redouble  his  yigilance  in  guarding  and  defend- 
ing the  passes  to  his  liberty.  I  am  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  human  nature  to  know  the  ill 
effect  of  giving  the  sanction  of  high  authority  to 
false  doctrines;  the  ignorant,  and  often  the  good 
man,  is  deluded,  and  the  wicked  always  avail 
themselves  of  it,  to  let  loose  the  worst  of  pas- 
sions to  gratifjT  private  hatred  or  party  malice. 
I  may  be  permitted  here  to  remark,  that  even  in 
the  section  of  country  where  I  reside,  and  where 
the  majority  are  opposed  to  the  policy  of  the  war, 
men  were  found  who  joined  in  the  cry,  ''War  is 
now  declared,  opposition  must  cease;"  trusting,  I 

E resume,  to  the  purse  and  sword  which  the  war 
ad  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  some 
were  found  sufficiently  emboldened  to  declare,  the 
time  is  near  at  hand  when  no  man  would  dare  to 
own  himself  a  Federalist.  In  the  district  repre- 
sented by  my  honorable  colleague.  (Mr.  Yam- 
OEY,)  I  have  understood^  but  vouch  not  for  its 
corMctness,  that  a  ticket,  and  perhaps  the  only 
one,  giren  at  one  of  the  separate  elections,  for  his 
opponent,  who  was  denominated  the  peace  can- 
didate, was,  at  the  close  of  the  election,  tarred 
and  feathered  J  and  the  innocent  voter,  who  dared 
to  think  for  himself,  was  in  some  danger  of  shar- 
ing the  same  fate.  I  mention  this  circumstance, 
not  from  previous  reflection;  it  occurred  to  me 
at  the  moDient,  and  certainly  not  with  a  view  of 
exciting  the  seuMbiliiy  of  my  colleague,  or  re- 
flecting on  any  of  his  respectable  friends.  It  is 
a  practical  illustration  of  incorrect  doctrines,  and 
the  danger  of  factious  majorities. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Grdndt) 
has  favored  us  with  an  improved  edition  of  his 
former  doctrine  of  moral  treason.  I  trust  that 
the  gentleman  is  now  as  tired  of  hearing  this 
absurd  term  of  his  own  creation,  moral  treason, 
as  he  ought  to  be  of  the  rope  which  he  informed 
us  was  so  twisted  round  our  necks  that  it  could 
only  be  cut  by  the  sword  of  war.  He  attempts 
now  to  enforce  his  doctrine  by  the  authority  of 
the  late  Dr.  Witherapoon,  who  attempted  to  re- 
concile the  conscientious  scruples  of  some  of  bis 
more  ignorant  countrymen,  in  favor  of  the  Ame- 
rican Revolution.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee does  the  most  manifest  injustice  to  the 
memory  of  that  worthy  man  bytbe  analogy  he 
lias  drawn.  The  object  of  Dr.  Witherspoon  was 
to  quiet  the  scruples  of  conscience  in  the  midst 
of  Revolotioaacy  throes,  when  there  was  no 
Constitution  prescribing  the  rights  and  duties  of 
the  citizen ;  when  there  was  no  law  but  that  of 
power  to  govern  the  conduct  of  men. 

The  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
is  to  compel  us  to  act  against  the  dictates  of  coo- 
acience;  to  take  from  us  the  shield  of  the  Consti- 
tution, su Institute  force  for  law,  and  put  us  under 
the  ban  of  the  empire.  Were  that  venerable 
statesman  to  rise  in  these  fallen  times,  and  wit- 
ness the  gross  perversion  of  his  virtuous  senti- 
ments, be  would  blush  for  the  degeneracy  of  those 
who* prove  themselves  so  unworthy  of  that  rich 
inheriunce,  the  Federal  Constitution,  which  he 


contribated  to  create,  and  which  was  banned  to 
OS,  clothed  with  all  the  attribntes  of  human  per-, 
fection. 

Some  gentlemen  have  proposed  to  grant  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  a  patent  right  for  his 
application  of  the  sentimenu  of  Dr.  Witherspoon 
to  his  own  doctrine  of  moral  treason,  f  ■■« 
deny  even  this  credit  to  the  gentleman;  it  is  dnc^ 
if  to  anybody,  to  an  honorable  eollea^e  of  minc^ 

(Mr.  FoaNET,)  who  does'  not  often  /nvnr  the 
louse  with  bis  remarks,  although  he  sometiBeB 
addresses  circulars  to  his  constituents. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  GnimoT)  has  iUostnted 
his  doctrine  in  another  way.  He  says,  if  a  man 
joins  or  gives  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  he 
is  guilty  of  treason ; — a/wiiari,  if  the  same  per- 
son, instead  of  joining  and  givinc  nid  and  com- 
fort to  the  enemy,  retoses  to  lend  his  mcmey  m 
the  Government,  or  advises  others  not  to  lend,cr 
happens  to  dissnade  his  friend  or  some  half  a 
doxen  giddy  young  men  not  to  abnadon  their 
families  and  homes  for  the  dangers  and  cornip> 
tioBs  of  the  eamp ;  for  thus  ezercisiap  the  im- 
dom  of  opinion,  and  forbearing  or  refosiag  to  do 
that,  which,  by  no  principle  or  law,  was  he  bonnd 


to  do,  he;  agreeably  to  the  logic  of  the  gentlemai, 
is  guilty  of  this  new-fiivM  crime  of  moral  tim- 
son.  Thus  the  effect  of  a  lawful  and  Coastiti* 
tional  course  of  conduct,  and  not  the  moUTe,  eoa* 
stituies  the  crime.  This  case  the  gentleaaaa  caib 
hb  field  of  argument.  If  this  case  establishes 
the  doctrine  of  moral  treason,  1  think  it  will  not 
be  difficult  to  prove  that  the  gentlemna  himself 
is  a  moral  traitor.  It  is  probable  the  gentleman 
has  some  money  which  he  can  spare ;  if  he  does 
not  lend  it  to  the  Government,  as  they  are  in 
great  want,  he  is  guilty.  It  is  very  probahle  the 
example  which  that  gentleman  could  set,  by  en- 
listing in  the  Army  cS*  the  United  Smtes,  woaU 
induce  some  hundreds  of  his  const! tneats  to  en* 
list  also.  If  he  refuses  to  do  those  things,  the 
efiect  is  unquestionably  more  injorioas  to  the 
country  than  were  he  actually  to  join  the  enemy ; 
consequently,  by  his  own  doctrine,  he  is  aaorc 
guilty. 

The  gentleman  from  Sonth  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calhoun)  argues  diflerentlv  from  his  friend  from 
Tennessee,  lie  says  it  is  the  imoHwe^  and  not  the 
effect,  which  constitntes  the  crime.  He  ndmifii 
tbe  right  of  opposition  to  a  certain  extent,  beyond 
which  it  swells  into  faction,  becomes  eorrupt,  and 
seeks  the  destruction  of  the  Government.  This 
may  be  very  true;  but  I  deny  its  applieatioa  to 
tbe  minority  of  tnis  Honse  or  this  nation.  All 
our  acts  are  lawful;  every  expression  breaths 
the  genuine  feelings  of  patriotism,  and,  whca 
most  warm,  it  is  the  honest  glow  of  indignation, 
roused  by  the  oppressive  and  ruiiMNis  acts  of  nn 
overbearing  majority,  or  by  the  introdaction  of 
slavish  doctrines,  subversive  of  the  first  princi- 
ples of  civil  liberty,  aiul  foreign  to  our  Constito- 
tion  anJ  the  genius  of  our  happy  form  of  Gh>T- 
emment. 

Sir,  when  I  reflect  on  the  right  guarantied  to 
everv  freeman  in  this  country  by  the  charter  of 
our  liberties,  1  feel  homhied  and  degraded,  as  the 
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Bepreseotaure  of  thousands  of  free  and  enlight- 
ened citizens,  in  finding  mvself  under  the  neces- 
sity of  repelling  doctrines  ntted  only  for  anarchy 
or  military  despotism ;  in  asserting  rights  sanc- 
tioned by  the  experience  of  more  than  thirty 
years,  and  which  are  so  plain  as  to  be  perfectly 
understood,  and-  are  enjoyed  even  by  the  beggar 
io  the  streets.  Let  me  tell  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,}  if  he  wishes  to 
establish  an  ordeal  for  trying  men's  consciences, 
I  have  no  objection,  provided  we  can  get  just 
judgment;  but  I  shall  certainly  object  to  that 
gentleman  being  the  presidinp;  magistrate.  Let 
me  tell  gentlemen  in  the  majority,  if  they  wish 
to  quiet  opposition,  they  most  change  their  de- 
structive course  oi  policy;  they  must  seek  the 
advancement  of  the  nation's  interest,  and  not 
solely  that  of  a  party.  In  proportion  to  the  wick- 
edness or  folly  of  those  in  power,  in  that  ratio 
will  be  the  opposition  of  good  men,  while  a  vest- 
ige of  spirit  and  independence  remains.  And 
ihouid  the  liberties  of  this  people  be  encroached 
upon,  step  by  step,  till  you  arrive  at  the  threal- 
aned  conscription,  you  will  find  opposition  in 
avery  virtuous  breast. 

After  the  turbulent  scenes  of  1798  and  1799 
had  subsided  (in  which,  by  the  by,  the  present 
majority  acted  a  part,  far  surpassing  in  violence 
of  opposition  anything  which  has  characterized 
the  present  times)  the  country  experienced  al« 
moai  a  perfect  calm;  opposition  was  scarcely 
beard  of  among  the  people  for  about  four  years; 
they  continued  to  prosper  during  the  existence  of 
the  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  and  were  first 
roused  by  the  expiration  of  that  treaty,  and  the 
refusal  of  Mr.  Jefferson  either  to  renew  it  or  ac- 
cept the  subsequent  treaty  negotiated  by  Messrs. 
ftAonroe  and  Pinkney.  These  discontents  were 
strengthened  by  the  fatal  embargo  of  1807,  have 
continued,  and  will  continue  to  increase  as  the 
policy  of  Administration  becomes  more  and  more 
lestructive  of  our  best  interests. 

The  opposition  of  a  minority  is,  in  the  nature 
>f  things,  harmless.  If  limited  within  the  bounds 
)f  the  Constitution,  it  is  lawful,  and  often  neces- 
imry.  If  it  transcends  those  bounds,  there  is  al- 
ways the  disposition  and  the  power  in  the  ma- 
jority to  restrain  it.  The  truth  is,  and  at  this 
day  this  truth  is  unfortunately  too  evident,  that 
factious  majorities  are  the  real  enemies  of  public 
iberty.  To  this-  source  may  be  traced  the  de- 
traction of  Republics  in  ancient  and  modern 
imes,  and  from  this  cause  we  have  some  reason 
o  tremble  for  the  safety  of  our  Constitution  and 
loontry.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  fortify  this  opinion 
»y  an  authority  which  gentlemen  in  the  majority 
Aonot  disregard.  I  refer  to  no  less  authority 
ban  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United 
Itates.  In  a  speech  of  Mr.  Madison,  made  in 
he  Virginia  Convention,  when  he  advocated  the 
idoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  he  thus 
ijipresses  himself: 

**  Since  the  general  civilization  of  mankind,  I  be- 
•nre  there  are  more  instances  of  the  abridgnaent  of 
|»  lireedoni  of  the  people^  by  gradual  and  silent  en- 
ftachments  of  those  in  power  than  by  violent  and 


sudden  usurpations;  but,  on  a  candid  examination  of 
histoiy,  we  shall  find  the  turbulence,  violence,  and 
abuse  of  power,  by  the  majority  trampling  on  the 
rights  of  the  minority,  have  produced  factions  and 
commotions,  which,  in  Republics,  have  more  frequently 
than  any  other  cause  produced  despotism.  If  we  go 
over  the  whole  history  of  ancient  and  modem  Repub- 
lics, we  shall  find  their  destruction*  to  have  generally 
resulted  firom  those  causes." 

This  extract  requires  no  comment;  it  shall 
have  none  from  me  but  my  sanction. 

I  had  intended,  sir,  to  submit  some  remarks  on 
the  doctrine  of  retaliation  and  expatriation^  but 
fear  I  have  already  exhausted  the  patience  of  the 
Committee,  as  1  certainly  have  my  own  strength. 
I  will,  therefore,  4;onclude  my  remarks  by  read- 
ing an  extract  from  an  el^nt  author  (Gold- 
smith) who  was  a  good  Whig  in  his  day,  an  ex- 
cellent judge  of  the  human  character,  and  no  i»» 
considerable  statesman.  This  extract  may  not 
be  inapplicable  to  the  present  times,  and  not  to- 
tally irrelevant  to  the  question  of  opposition, 
which  has  been  incidentally  discussed: 

** There  is,"  says  this  author,  "a  very  honest  gen- 
tleman, with  whom  I  have  been  acquainted  these 
thirty  years,  during  which  there  has  not  been  one 
speech  uttered  against  the  Ministry  in  Parliament,  Bor 
struggle  at  an  election  for  a  burgess,  to  serve  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  nor,a  pamphlet  published  in  op- 
position to  the  Administration,  nor  even  a  private  cen- 
sure, passed  in  his  hearing,  upon  the  conduct  of  any 
person  concerned  in  public  affairs,  but  he  u  immedi- 
ately alarmed,  and  loudly  exclaims  against  such  faC" 
tiou'i  doings,  in  order  to  set  the  people  by  the  ears  to- 
gether, at  such  a  delicate  juncture.  At  other  times, 
says  he,  such  opposition  might  not  be  improper,  and 
I  donH  question  the  facts  that  are  alleged ;  but,  at  this 
crisis,  sir,  to  inflame  the  nation — the  man  deserves  to 
be  punished  as  a  traitor  to  his  country.  In  a  word, 
according  to  thii  gentleman's  opinion,  the  nation  has 
been  in  a  violent  crisis,  at  any  time  these  thirty  years, 
and  were  it  possible  for  him  to  live  another  century,  he 
would  never  find  any  period,  at  which  a  man  might 
with  safety  impugn  the  infallibility  of  a  Minister. 

"  Opposition,  when  restrained  within  due  bounds,  is 
the  salubrious  gale,  that  ventilates  the  opinions  of  the 
people,  which  might  otherwise  stagnate  into  the  most 
abject  submission.  It  maj  be  said  to  purify  the  at- 
mosphere of  politics ;  to  dispel  the  gross  vapors  raised 
by  ministerial  artifice  and  corruption,  until  the  Consti- 
tution, like  a  mightv  rock,  stands  fully  disclosed  to  the 
view  of  every  individual  who  dwells  within  the  shade 
of  its  protection.  Even  when  this  gale  blows  with 
augmented  violence,  it  generally  tends  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  Commonwealth.  It  awakens  the  apprs- 
hension,  and  consequently  arouses  all  the  faculties  of 
Uie  pilot  at  the  helm,  who  redoubles  his  vigilance  and 
caution,  exerts  his  utmost  skill,  and  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  navigation,  in  a  little 
time  learns  to  suit  his  canvass  to  the  roughness  of  the 
sea,  and  the  trim  of  the  vessel.  Without  these  inter- 
vening storms  of  opposition  to  exercise  his  fsculties, 
he  would  become  enervate,  negligent,  and  presump- 
tuous ;  and  in  the  wsntonness  of  his  power,  trusting 
to  some  deceitful  csim,  perhaps  hazard  a  step  that 
would  wreck  the  Constitution." 

When  Mr.  Pearson  had  concluded,  the  House 
adjourned. 
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TflaasDAT,  Februarf  17.  I     Mr.  Jaokbon  spoke  as  follows :  Mr.  f  haiimia, 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  peliiion  of  the  congre-   ii  ^eems  agreed  oa  all  sides  that  this  shall  be  a 

Sition  of  Trinity  Church,  in  Georgetown,  in  the    continnation  of  the  debate  on  the  Army  bills- 
istrict  of  Columbia,  praying  to  be  authorized  to   tb*t  the  diseossion  shall  be  coadoeied  apoa  the 
raise  money  by  means  of  a  lottery,  to  be  applied    »calc  then  assumed ;  in  that  vast  extent  the  ia- 


to  the  erection  of  a  church  for  said  cooffregation. 
--Referred  to  tlie  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims  were  dis 


vestigation  will  be  legitimate. 

Although  it  be  true  that  the  provinee  oi  the 
majority  is  to  act,  and  of  the  minority  to  spo^ 
it  is  sometimes  equally  so  that  the  majority  shoaM 
give  the  reasons  for  their  measares,aad  above  iM 


charged  from  the  petitions  of  A.  J.  Che  vail  ie,  |  they  shoold  place  ip  a  just  view  the  sgeciow  and 
agent  for  Amelie  Eugenie  de  Beaumarchais ; 
and  the  said  petitions,  together  with  all  papers 


relating  to  the  claim  of  the  said  Beaumarchab, 
were  referred  to  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Burwell, 
Mr.  Qrundy,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Stockton.  Mr. 
Gaston,  and  Mr.  Oaklet. 

Mr.  Inoerboll,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Oliver  Evans,  reported  a  bill  to 
extend  the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's  patent  for  steam 
engines ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^*  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  employed,  one  or 
more  floatioff  batteries  for  the  defence  of  the  wa- 
ters of  the  United  States;"  and  the  bill  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  to 
authorize  the  President  to  retain  in  service  cer- 
taio  volunteer  corps"  were  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dbbha,  of  Kentucky,  the 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  pre- 
sehted  yesterday,  relating  to  the  establishment  of 
some  manner  of  deciding  State  controversies,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HumqeKpord,  of  Virginia, 
the  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  1st  instant, 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on 
the  ^tition  of  John  Taliaferro,  contesting  the 
election  of  said  John  P.  Hungerford.  The  House 
concurred  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 
rejecting  that  report,  which  was  favorable  to  Mr. 
Taliaferro,  by  a  vote  of  67  to  3S. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Shefpet,  that 
the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

RtBohedf  That  John  P.  Hnngerlbrd  it  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  House. 

The  Speaker  decided,  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
House  had  decided  to  overrule  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  "that 
John  P.  Hunj^erford  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
this  House,"  it  was  his  opinion  it  had  expressed 
finally  its  determination  that  Mr.  Hungerford  is 
entitled  to  his  seat  in  this  House ;  and  that,  con- 
sequently, the  motion  of  Mr.  Shbffey  was  not  in 
order. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 
The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Loan  bill. 


fallacious  ones  of  their  opponeats.  This  nalaaa 
is  progressing  in  intellectoal  acquirements  as iap> 
idly  as  its  unprecedented  increase  of  aambefs  and 
the  development  of  its  vast  internal  reseaRei; 
and  it  is  doe  to  ourselves,  to  the  politietaa  of  to- 
day who  was  not  on  the  stage  yesterday,  aai  to 
the  adTanceraent  of  truth,  to  venture  oeeasieas&y 
upon  a  larger  view  of  our  alEurs  than  wooM  ht 
strictly  admissible,  if  the  argoment  were  to  he 
solely  intended  for  this  House,  and  did  aot  lad 
its  way  to  the  nation.  These  eonsideratioas  hive 
guided  me  in  the  investi^tion  I  have  iBade,«ad 
which  1  shall  claim  the  indulgence  of  the  HoaK 
in  communicating  upon  the  present  oeeaaioa. 

The  minority  urge  upon  this  bill-^eoDtemplai- 
ittg  a  provision  of  the  ways  and  meaas  for  eairy- 
ing  on  the  war — the  same  objections  relied  oa  if 
them  when  the  Army  bills  were  before  oa.   These 
objections  may  be  resolved  under  three  heads-* 
1st.  The  justice  of  the  war  in  its  origin. 
2d.  The  justice  of  its  continuance. 
3d.  The  mode  of  waging  it 
First — It  is  unjust,  say  they,  in  its  ori^,  be- 
cause there  was  no  real  cause  of  war ;  and  the 
pretences  for  it  might  have  been  aroidied  if  the 
treaty  of  1806  had  wen  accepted. 

In  discussing  this  point  1  shall  pnrpoeely  pns 
over  many,  very  many,  minor  injuries  inflicted 
by  the  lawless  violence  of  Great  Britaia — whiek, 
though  constituting  cause  of  war,  aecordia^  to 
the  l^st  established  opinions  of  intelligent  jousts, 
this  nation  devoted  to  peace,  and  anxioos  to  avoid 
all  collisions  whatever,  has  not  made  the  grooad 
of  the  war,  or  a  condition  of  its  termination. 

In  1806,  in  consequence  of  the  piratical  senaie 
of  many  merchant  vessels  engaged  in  the  cob' 
nial  trade,  the  Cbvemroent  were  called  upon  kf 
the  united  mercantile  interest  of  this  conatr^  to 
put  on  the  armor  and  assume  the  attitude  of  re- 
sistance. These  merchants  in  their  memomble 
memorials,  dbc.,  aanoaneed  the  seizure  of  their 
vessels  by  Qreat  Britain  as  lawless  and  pimdeal; 
they  showed  incoatestably  that  the  trade  had  bsea 
carried  on  in  express  conformity  with  the  ndes 
prescribed  by  the  British  Admiralty,  and  the  dt* 
cisioD  of  Sir  William  Scott,  the  Judge  of  their 
highest  Court  having  maritime  jurisdictioay  it 
^ae^  that,  by  these  fraudulent  deceptions,  Iher 
were  decoyed  upon  the  ocean  to  the  proaecntioa 
of  a  trade  lawful  according  to  the  settled  princi- 
ples of  national  law,  and  lawful  according  to  the 
decisions  of  the  British  Government ;  and  weft 
awakened  from  their  delusion,  which  reposed  oa 
the  honor  and  faith  of  that  nation,  by  a  fraada- 
lent  concealed  order,  under  which  their 
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tod  cargoes  were  seized  simultaneoasly  in  the 
!bur  quarters  of  the  world,  aod  rain  and  beggary 
mtailed  on  thousands. 

This  detestable  outrage  remains  to  this  day  un- 
Uoned  for  and  unredressed. 

Prompted  by  the  value  of  the  spoils  seized  on 
liat  occasion,  this  grievous  outrage  was  but  the 
nconsiderabie  precursor  of  others  more  grievous. 
>ar  vessels  trading  from  one  port  belonging  to 
m  enemy  of  Great  Britain  to  another  port  of  the 
«me,  or  another  enemy — and  at  that  time  she 
iras  at  war  with  all  the  maritime  nations  of  Bu- 
ope-j-was  held  to  be  good  prize,  and  the  notice 
if  this  new  principle  was  conveyed  through  the 
«izure  of  the  vessels  thus  employed.  Orders  of 
ilockade  were  issued  in  defiance  of  the  rule  laid 
lown  by  themselves.  And  the  rapid  succession 
>f  injuries  treading  on  the  heels  of  each  other  did 
rot  permit  the  mind  to  dwell  upon  either,  before 
t  was  excited  afresh  by  more  transcendant  in- 
liries. 

The  Americans  deriving  their  right  to  navi- 
|mte  the  ocean  from  the  recognition  of  their  char- 
oter  as  an  independent  people,  and  the  munifi- 
eDce  of  a  beneficent  God  who  made  the  sea  free 
o  all,  were  required  by  Great  Britain^  who  had 
isarped  dominion  over  it,  to  carry  their  cargoes 
9  a  British  port,  land  them  there,  and  pay  a  tri- 
oce  for  a  license  to  carry  them  to  their  place  of 
.^tioation.  And  on  discovering  the  national  in- 
ii^nation  which  this  measure  excited,  we  were 
old,  in  language  of  superadded  indignity,  that 
hey  bad  gratuitously  commuted  the  tribute  for  a 
irohibition  of  the  trade  altogether. 

In  the  subsequent  modifications  which  Great 
Iritain  adopted  of  her  piratical  orders,  we  were 
old  that  we  might  trade  to  the  nations  with 
whota  she  was  at  war,  provided  we  compelled 
hem  to  receive  the  manufactures  and  products 
irbich  they  had  prohibited — a  pretension  which, 
lowever  much  it  might  have  suited  the  interests 
pf  oar  merchants  to  see  those  nations  accede  to, 
re  had  no  right  whatever  to  contend  for — a  pre- 
ensioo,  too,  which  is  at  war  with  the  laws  of  the 
3ritish  themselves,  who  prohibit  almost  all  de- 
eriptions  of  manufactured  articles  in  time  of 
>eace  as  well  as  in  war,  and  which  the  policy  of 
bis  country  in  fostering  our  own  manufactories 
itroogly  inclines  us  to  imitate*  To  illustrate  the 
ojustice  of  the  claim,  let  us  recur  to  our  laws 
which  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves ;  and 
appose  a  foreign  nation  were  to  demand  the 
privilege  of  sending  slaves  hither,  would  we, 
iouid  we,  listen  to  it  for  a  moment  ? 

It  was  admitted  by  the  British,  and  those  in 
his  eoontry  who  contend  for  their  claims,  that 
hese  measures  would  be  unjust  in  the  abstract. 
lat  were  just  in  retaliation  lor  injuries  inflicted 
m  as  by  France.  In  vain  was  it  answered,  that 
'etaliation  to  be  lawful  must  fall  upon  the  head 
»f  the  aggressor,  and  not  on  us,  who  were  a  third 
md  innocent  party;  and  although  there  might 
le  some  pretext  for  such  retaliation,  if  we  had 
(ubmitted  to  injuries  which  were  prejudicial  to 
3reat  Britain,  and  thereby  exposed  ourselves  to 
;be  imputation  of  conniving  at  the  conduct  of 
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her  enemy,  we  showed  that  they  had  resorted  to 
it  before  a  knowledge  by  us  of  the  injury  retali- 
ated for;  and  that  the  United  States  possessed 
the  spirit  and  determination  to  maintain  their 
rights  against  lawless  invasion  from  every  quar« 
ter,  and  would  do  so  if  the  British  would  permit 
them,  either  by  doing  justice,  or  cease  the  prac* 
tice  of  doing  injustice  towards  us.  We  gave  them 
to  understand  that  war  itself  would  be  resorted  to, 
and  bad  only  been  delayed  from  the  considera- 
tion that  we  were  unable  to  contend  at  the  same 
time  with  two  of  the  most  powerful  nations  on 
the  globe,  but  would  not  shrink  from  a  contest 
with  one  of  them,  if  the  other  would  withdraw 
her  hostile  edicts.  But  this  argument  and  these 
assurances  were  disregarded ;  the  enemy  had  taken 
his  attitude;  it  was  war  on  his  part,  peace  on 
ours ;  he  had  not  declared  war,  but  was  in  the 
daily  habit  of  committing  acts  of  hostility,  while 
his  language  breathed  peace  and  good  will  to« 
wards  us.  Yet,  in  defiance  of  all  this  fairness 
and  pacific  remonstrance,  we  were  told  here,  and 
the  sentiment  was  echoed  back  by  the  British 
Government,  that  the  conduct  of  this  nation  pri>- 
ceeded  from  partiality  to  France,  and  unjust  hos- 
tility to  Great  Britain ;  that  to  thes^  alone  all  our 
embarrassments  owed  their  origin.  When  the 
intelligent  men  of  the  two  countries  called  for  the 
proofs,  the^  found  nothing  but  idle  clamors  and 
bold  assertions.  The  charge  in  the  famous  pro- 
test of  the  minority  after  the  declaration  of  war, 
and  the  reiteration  of  it  by  the  Prince  Regent, 
were  substituted  for  proof;  and  when  a  specifi- 
cation was  demanded,  the  arrangement  with 
France,  touching  a  repeal  of  the  decrees  of  Ber- 
hn  and  Milan,  was  pointed  to  as  affording  it.  On 
this  ground,  or  any  other,  we  were  always  willing 
to  meet  our  opponents,  and  on  this,  as  often  as 
they  were  met,  they  had  been  already  vanquished. 
They  urged  that  the  President  had  taken  the 
promise  of  the  French  Gk>vernment  for  the  fact 
of  repeal,  and  on  it  had  founded  his  proclama- 
tion ;  that  the  French  had  broken  the  promise, 
and  fraudulently  precipitated  us  into  war.  To 
this  we  answered :  if  it  were  a  new  case,  without 
precedent  to  support  it,  the  confidence  due  to  in- 
dependent nations  demanded  a  reliance  on  the 
declaration  ;  that  it  was  no  answer  to  this  posi- 
tion that  the  confidence  might  be  abused,  for  with- 
out it  all  the  advantages  of  civilization  would  be 
lost  to  the  present  generation,  and  we  should  be 
thrown  back  into  the  dark  ag;es,  and  revive  the 
deplorable  doctrine,  that  no  faith  was  due  to  the 
engagements  of  other  nations ;  no  reliance  to  be 
placed  except  on  the  sword  of  our  own. 

But  our  recent  history  afforded  an  example 
which  Great  Britain  and  her  friends,  too,  must 
respect ;  for  it  was  an  example  in  her  favor  which 
elicited  the  most  unqualified  approbation  of  the 
Executive  conduct;  and  gentlemen  were  so  zeal- 
ous to  testify  their  pleasure  at  that  time  that  a 
formal  vote  of  thanks  was  proposed  and  supported 
by  them  in  this  honorable  body. 

In  comparing  the  two  cases,  the  mind  is  lost  in 
conjecturing  wherefore  was  the  conduct  of  the 
President  condemned  for  the  latter  proclamation. 
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whea  it  was  so  decisirelj  applaaded  for  the  first  1 
And  a  minute  analysis  or  the  facts  connected  with 
each  but  serves  to  increase  the  dilemma. 

The  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  British  Orders,  it  will  be  recollected, 
promised  their  abrogation  at  a  future  day.  I 
think  it  was  the  tenth  of  June ;  not  baring  looked 
into  the  documents  recently,  I  am  not  certain 
that  I  am  correct  as  to  the  dates,  but  this  I  well 
recollect,  that  it  was  adopted  with  aridity;  in  the 
language  of  the  resolve,  with  a  promptitude  and 
frankness  honorable  to  the  President;  and  on  the 
faith  of  it,  before  the  day  had  arrirc^d,  the  Presi- 
dent issued  his  proclamation,  notifying  the  fact 
and  renewing  the  trade,  then  suspended  by  oor 
non-intercourse  act,  from  and  after  chat  day. 

The  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  was  notified 
by  the  French  Government  to  take  effect  from 
and  after  the  first  of  November,  and  the  procla- 
mation of  the  President  in  consequence  thereof 
was  not  issued  until  after  that  day.  If  there  was 
any  departure  from  the  course  of  unequivocal  im- 
partiality in  the  two  cases,  it  was  certainly  not 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  British  Government,  as  in 
their  case  the  proclamation  was  in  anticipation 
of  the  time  Q^ed  upon  by  themselves,  and  ta  the 
French  case  it  was  not  until  after  the  time  had 
arrived.  When  Opposition  found  that  they  were 
driven  from  this  untenable  ground,  they  took  I 
their  stand  on  another ;  the  French  declaration 
they  said  was  fraudulent  on  the  Itce  of  it,  and 
couched  in  terms  that  were  offensive. 

It  was  answered,  that  but  two  topics  of  just 
inquiry  were  presented  in  considering  the  sub- 
ject— nrsc,  had  the  French  promised  and  was  it 
fair  to  presume  a  repeal  of  their  decrees  in  virtue 
of  such  promise  ? — and  second,  was  the  promise 
unequivocal  and  in  terms  unexceptionable  ?    1st. 
That  they  did  promise  a  repeal  no  one  will  deny, 
and  in  point  of  fact  we  have  express  proof  that  it 
was  conformed  to,  and  not  violated ;  our  agents 
abroad  state  this,  and  the  exemption  of  our  ves- 
aels  from  capture  under  those  aecrees,  is  confir- 
matory of  the  assertion.    2dly.  As  to  the  mode  of 
making  the  promise ;  it  will  be  recollected  that 
we  had  prescribed  a  condition  in  our  law  to  be 
performed  in  the  event  that  either  France  or 
ungland  revoked  their  edicts,  and  the  other  refused 
Co  do  so  within  three  months  after  such  revoca- 
tion, and  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees was  made  to  depend  upon  our  fulfilment  of 
this  condition — namely,  a  renewal  of  trade  with 
the  party  repealing;  and  unless  the  outstanding 
belligerent  repealed  his  decrees,  a  non- intercourse 
with  him.    I  cannot  discover  any  just  cause  for 
Che  criticism.    It  was  in  the  nature  of  a  neutral 
compact,  requiring  the  fulfilment  by  each  of  the 
condition  it  had  prescribed,  as  the  consideration 
of  its  observance  by  the  other ;  and  it  was  exclu- 
sively in  our  power  by  observing  good  faith  to 
render  the  contract  alMolute,  or  by  violating  our 
engagements  defeat  it.    We  kept  our  promise,  and 
for  the  honor  of  our  nation  let  it  be  understood, 
in  no  instance  of  our  history  has  it  been  imputed 
to  the  Government  that  its  promise  was  disre- 
garded.   The  subsequent  decree  of  the  French 


Government,  dated  in  April,  1811,  is  a  praofte 
they  considered  we  had  performed  our  eogaft 
ments.  And  I  understand  it,  as  iu  terms  iwBfmi 
It  to  be,  DO  more  than  an  abeolntc  eoBfimaiMi 
of  the  previous  conditional  repeal — a  dcelantiai 
that  we  had  performed  the  conditioo. 

I  say  nothing  as  to  the  charge  whether  ikk 
decree  was  not  antedated ;  it  is  certainly  harij 
liable,  from  the  circumstance  of  iu  coBcealneai 
to  all  the  animadversions  heaped  opcm  its  saap- 
cious  appearaace.  I  am  spcskiog  cmly  of  m 
character  and  tendency ;  and  I  insist  that  ik 
construction  I  have  given  is  fair  aad  raatoaafek 
If  so,  the  assertion  that  the  repeal  was  mat  maA 
after  the  proclamation,  has  not  a  shadow  of  lea- 
son  for  its  support.  Gentlemen,  in  the  fefiiliiyef 
their  invention,  attempt  to  derive  an  asgnmat 
from  the  subsequent  repeal  of  the  Brttbh  decR« 
against  the  justice  of  the  war,  which  they  cdi 
an  act  of  rashness  and  precipiuncy •  And  th«r 
allege  there  was  every  reason  for  believing  ihe 
British  would  repeal  their  orders  when  they  were 
notified  of  the  repeal  of  the  French  deciees.  fa 
vain  have  we  referred  to  the  declarataoos  of  Mr. 
Foster  that  such  repeal  would  not  take  pfcaeeW' 
leas  France  not  only  rescinded  her  decrees  so  fe 
as  they  violated  our  rights,  but  permitted  the 
British  manufactures  to  be  a^itted  into  the  C«- 
tinent  also.  We  also  showed  that  their  MioirtR 
for  Foreign  Afiairs  declared  the  same  thing ;  aai 


that  all  pretext  might  be  done  away  we  qaoicd 
the  *'*  declaration"  of  the  Prince  Regeat  lotkessaM 
import.  Affecting  to  disbelieve  the  confessions 
of  the  British  themselves  as  proof  of  their  iatca- 
tions,  a  new  species  of  reasoning  was  resorted  to, 
which,  as  all  new  discoveries  are  to  be  secured  by 
patent  privileges,  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  ob- 
tain the  exclusive  right  of  using  aod  veadiig. 
They  said,  you  rely  on  the  official  declaratioas of 
the  British  Miobters  aod  the  Prince  Regeat  lo 
prove  they  would  not  repeal  their  Ordeis  ia 
Council  unless  the  French  decrees  were  aacon- 
ditionally  repealed— but  they  have  nevertk^ 
less  been  repealed  without  such  modification  tf 
the  French  decrees,  and  this  proves  the  reverse ; 
and,  reasoning  a  fO9terv0Ti^  it  stands  thus :  ^  m 
had  a  right  to  believe  the  event  would  happen  b^ 
cause  it  has  taken  place,^'  although  they  all  d^ 
clared  prior  thereto  that  it  would  not. 

Mr.  Chairman,  although  the  subject  of  ian- 
sioos  of  the  right  of  property  has  been  first  con- 
sidered in  the  order  of  mv  arrangement,  I  have 
always  believed  and  still  think  it  of  most  saboh 
dinate  importance  in  the  scale  of  natioaal  wioagi 
endured  by  the  United  SMtes ;  for,  ia  so  for  as  tte 
rights  of  persons  are  more  invaluable  than  the 
rights  of  property,  do  violations  of  persoaal  rifbb 
merit  the  prompt  interposition  of  the  Goveia- 
ment ;  whilst  spoliations  of  property  admit  of  iil- 
aiory  adjustment.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  ia  the 
only  free  Government  on  earth,  where  alone  ill 
power  is  derived  from,  and  freouently  exerd«^ 
by,  the  people ;  and  the  rights  of  persons  not  oolf 
constitute  the  key-stone  of  the  arch  of  our  polit- 
ical edifice,  but  the  corner  stone  on  which  ibe 
arch  itoelf  is  erected ;  and  above  alL  let  it  not  ke 
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believed  that  in  eueh  a  QorerDment  a  freeman 
(an  be  despoiled  of  bis  liberty,  or  a  citizen  can 
be  torn  from  his  country,  without  producing  more 
excitement  than  the  capture  of  a  bale  of  cotton 
>r  a  barrel  of  fiour.  Impressments  of  oar  cfti- 
lens  are  most  certainly  a  primary  cause  of  this 
irar. 

We  are  met  at  the  tbresbold  of  this  inquiry 
Rrlth  the  assertion  that  impressment  was  not  urged 
la  an  argument  for  the  war,  and  this,  if  true, 
nrooid  be  a  non  sequUvr.  The  justice  of  our 
muse  has  never  been  made  to  depend  upon  the 
»ooclusiFeness  of  our  arguments.  It  would  be  a 
It  range  mockery  of  justice  for  a  judge  to  say  to 
i  party  before  him — **  Sir,  your  cause  is  just ;  and 
1  would  be  compelled  to  decide  in  your  favor, 
if  your  advocate  had  not  discovered  an  incom- 
petency to  argue  it ;  on  that  ground  alone  I  am 
constrained  to  decree  against  you."  I  ask,  sir, 
f  gentlemen  are  not  mistaken  in  this  assertion? 
3as  not  the  practice  of  impressment  beenalwajrs 
irgped  as  an  intolerable  injury  by  the  Adminis- 
rations  of  Washington,  Adams,  and  Jefferson  too, 
«  well  as  the  present?  General  Washington, 
wenty  years  ago,  declared  that  it  was  an  outrage 
lot  to  be  endured,  and  threatened  reprisals.  And 
rill  it  be  said  that  the  Father  of  his  Country 
rould  seriously  contend  for  trifles,  and  assume  a 
principle  as  the  head  of  this  nation  which  wasio  be 
;tven  op  as  untenable?  Sir.  I  think  too  highly 
(f  the  character  and  virtues  of  that  great  man, 
rhose  reputation  is  the  common  propertjr  of  his 
lountrymeo,  withont  respect  to  the  political  dis- 
iDctions  set  up  by  those  who  claim  exclusive 
ight  to  it,  to  subscribe  for  a  moment  to  the  un- 
rorthiness  of  the  imputation;  and  permit  me 
lere  to  say,  that  the  first  general  impression  made 
»a  my  youthful  mind,  was  love  and  veneration 
or  that  great  man,  which  no  excitements  of  party 
ipiric  have  ever  unhinged  or  eradicated. 

And  who,  I  ask,  among  us  will  have  the  hardi- 
lood  to  assert  that  he  uojustifisbly  resisted  the 
waetiee  of  impressment?  Not  the  Washington 
benevolent  Societies,  I  presume ;  for  their  '^Aris* 
ides''  was  the  organ  through  which  the  Presi* 
leatial  instruction  was  communicated.  Sir,  I  do 
lot  aUitde  to  the  appellation  given  to  the  venera- 
ble gentleman  in  derision ;  I  am  willing  to  allow 
iim  all  the  virtues  claimed  by  his  admirers,  and 
utribute  his  errors  to  boinan  frailty.  Another 
listioguished  favorite  of  Opposition,  (I  mean  the 
?hief  Justice,)  while  Secretary  of  State,  wrote 
vith  energy  and  ability  against  this  growing  out- 
age. The  honorable  Mr.  King,  too,  when  Min- 
ster at  London,  reiterated  the  same  complaints ; 
Ad  Mr.  Jefferson  made  it  a  sine  qua  nan  of  ne* 
^tiation.  Now,  I  ask,  with  these  facts  staring 
rentlemen  in  the  face,  can  they  pretend  that  im- 
pressment was  not  considered  an  inadmissible 
pretension  ?  Evading  an  answer  where  none  can 
>e  given,  they  tell  us  that  Washington,  Adams, 
lod  Jefferson,  did  not  go  to  war  for  it.  It  is  true, 
bey  did  not,  and  still  the  admission  proves  noth* 
sg.  The  first  found  his  country  exhausted,  and 
>y  slow  degrees  recovering  from  the  shock  of  a 
"evolution ;    the  Qoverament  of  it,  which  the 


sense  of  common  danger  and  the  united  patriot* 
ism  of  the  times  alone  rendered  capable  of  sua* 
taining  any  pressure,  suddenly  changed  for  a  new 
system,  against  which  the  talents  of  some  of  the 
firmest  patriots  and  strongest  champions  of  liberty 
in  the  nation  had  been  arrayed.    The  predictions 
of  these  men  floated  as  beacons  to  guard  against 
the  dangers  they  had  imagined ;  and  in  reducing 
order  out  of  chaos,  they  were  neither  to  be  de- 
spised nor  disregarded.    It  was  his  policy,  and  a 
wise  one,  to  give  the  nation  time  to  breathe  and 
to  grow  strong;  and  in  the  mean  time  to  enter  a 
protest  against  this  abuse,  rather  than  go  to  war 
then  to  redress  it.    Let  it  be  remembered,  too,  sir, 
that  the  injury  then  was  small  compared  with  ita 
subseq  uent  extent.    It  grew  with  our  growth,  and 
strengthened  with  our  strength.    Under  the  last 
Administration,  it  was  of  most  alarming  magni- 
tude ;  under  those  of  General  Washington,  and 
Mr.  Adams,  though  each  injury  was  an  act  of 
war,  it  might  be  compared  to  the  murder  of  Pteroa 
and  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  admitting  in 
the  first  instance  of  explanation  without  disgrace, 
and  ultimate  reparation.    But  if  an  hundred  ves- 
sels had  simultaneously  murdered  as  many  citi- 
zens, and  attacked  and  destroyed  all  our  vessels 
of  war,  no  one  could  have  forborne  to  identify 
the  Qovernment  with  Its  officers,  and  to  hold  it 
responsible  for  the  outrage.    Forbearance,  under 
such  circumstances,  would  have  been  pusillani- 
mous and  dishonorable ;  we  must  have  repelled 
the  hostile  blow  by  hostile  acts  on  our  part,  or 
surrendered  the  rank  we  have  assumed  as  an  in- 
dependent nation.    So,  too,  the  first  impressments 
of  our  citizens  being  disavowed,  and  reparation 
promised,  the  Qovernment  wiselv  preferred  to  rely 
on  the  justice  of  the  British  rather  than  on  their 
own  means  for  obtaining  redress  and  future  in- 
demnity.   Experience  fatally  proved  the  fallacy 
of  this  security ;  the  cries  of  one  American  were 
drowned  by  tnose  of  his  brother,  who  clung  to 
his  country  and  to  liberty  until  the  violence  of 
the  enemy  had  torn  him  from  both,  and  riveted 
on  him  the  fetters  which  had  been  forged  for  our 
citizens.    Thousands  of  them  in  this  manner  were 
seized  and  carried  off  and  still  endure  the  slavery 
and  degradation  to  which  they  have  been  doomed, 
unless  in  cases  where  a  kind  Providence  has  been 
pleased  to  close  their  eyes  in  death.    And  yet, 
that  justice  might  be  done  to  the  long  forbear- 
ance and  pacific  policy  of  this  Gh)vernmeiit,  year 
after  year  it  sought  redress  in  vain,  and  the  an* 
swersof  the  British  were  a  practical  commentary 
on  the  insolent  answers  of  their  commanders,  that 
*'  his  Majesty's  navy  must  have  sailors."    The 
nation  was  driven  to  the  wall,  where  individual 
resistance  becomes  lawful  in  the  sight  of  Heaven 
and  all  human  laws,  even  though  death  ensue; 
there  the  constituted  authorities  took  their  stand. 
and  the  war  was  declared  for  ^*  free  trade  and 
sailors'  rights."    Not,  however,  contented  with  a 
discussion  of  the  avowed  causes  of  the  war,  which 
is  artfully  evaded  by  the  Opposition,  they  venture 
to  presume  others  never  contended  for  by  the 
Administration,  and  level  their  artillery  againrt 
those  pretended  causes.    They  say  we  claimea 
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that  free  shim  should  make  free  goods,  and  that 
there  should  be  no  belligerent  right  of  search. 
8ir,  I  deny  the  assertion  in  toto ;  and  I  beliere  if 
we  could  procure,  by  the  common  consent  of  na- 
tions, the  adoption  of  a  prorision  that  there  should 
be  no  search  whatsoever,  our  interest  would  for- 
bid it.    I  will  acknowledge,  sir,  that  on  this  point 
my  priTate  opinions  bare  undergone  a  change.  I 
do  not  recollect  that  I  ever  avowed  them.  I  had 
believed  that  if  the  flag  covered  the  vessel  and 
cargo  against  all  search,  it  would  contribute  much 
to  the  freedom  of  the  seas,  if,  as  a  necessary  con- 
dition of  this  privilege,  no  vessel  were  allowed  to 
abuse  the  flag ;  to  carry  any  other  than  its  own ; 
or  to  violate  the  law  of  nations — in  relation  to 
contraband  of  war,  and  carrying  enemies  in  the 
military  service  of  an  enemy.    Without  these 
securities  the  privilege  would  not  be  desirable ; 
and  when  I  look  to  the  experience  of  other  nations 
as  well  as  our  own.  I  look  for  them  in  vain.   Un- 
fortunately for  the  honest  merchant,  and  we  have 
many,  there  are  others  of  a  difierent  stamp,  whom 
DO  laws  will  restrain,  by  whom  no  principles  will 
be  respected — even  now  they  are  in  secret  corre- 
spondence with  our  enemy,  and  subserving  his 
schemes  of  murder  and  conflagration,  by  furnish- 
ing the  instruments  of  death,  and  the  means  of 
subsistence.    To  illustrate  my  views,  I  will  sup- 
jMise  a  case.    We  are  at  war  with  a  foreign  na- 
tion who  efiects  a  landing  in  Louisiana ;  our  navy 
nevertheless  gives  us  the  command  of  the  Amer- 
ican seas — and  I  am  indulging  in  no  improbable 
hypothesis,  for  we  are  destined  to  become  a  great 
naval  Power — the  invader  cannot  subsist  his  army 
without  fresh  troops,  other  implements  of  war, 
provisions,  &c.,  and  these  he  knows  will  fall  a 
prey  to  our  naval  superiority;  a  corrupt  neutral, 
stimulated  by  gain,  ministers  to  his  necessities, 
carries  men,  arms,  and  ammunition,  to  relieve 
him.    Our  gallant  tars  believe  this  fraudulent 
trade  is  practised  ;  but  they  dare  not  search  the 
vessels  employed  in  it,  because  of  their  abused 
immunities.    Should  we  restrain  them,  and  stay 
their  hand  from  tearing  the  flag  from  the  mast  of 
the  enemy  in  disguise,  and  making  him  pay  the 
forfeit  ? 

It  is  said,  too,  that  we  are  fighting  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  new  law  of  blockades,  that  **  there 
should  be  an  investment  by  land  and  water;"  this 
is  equally  incorrect.  We  stand  in  regard  to  them 
upon  the  British  doctrine ;  we  demanded  the  ob- 
servance of  their  own  rules ;  which  they  disre- 
Jrarded  by  substituting  proclamations  and  orders 
or  men  and  ships;  it  was  their  paper  blockades, 
against  which  tnis  Government  contended.  We 
are  accused  of  insisting  on  a  violation  of  the  pub- 
lic law  of  Europe,  in  protecting  naturalized  men. 
And  whilst  the  genius  of  free  Governments,  and 
of  our  Constitution,  as  well  as  the  uniform  prac- 
tice of  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  of  Great 
Britain  in  particular,  are  overlooked,  gentlemen 
gravely  advocate  her  abstract  rights  and  munici- 
pal regulations.  If  a  plain  man  were  asked  what 
18  the  public  law  of  Europe?  I  apprehend  he 
would  answer,  the  universal  practice  of  all  the 
States  of  Europe^  exercised  by  each,  asseated  to 


by  all.  disputed  by  none.  Tet,  if  tested  by  ikii 
construction,  the  advocates  of  the  Britiaih  preiea- 
sion  in  regard  to  us,  have  nothing  whereon  ta 
predicate  an  argument.  The  question  of  impres- 
ment,  however,  has  nothing  tp  do  with  theothefi^ 
although  gentlemen  attempt  to  hide  it  io  m  nasi 
of  imposture,  and  in  the  jargon  of  the  law  of  des- 
potism. The  single  point  is,  will  you  protect  yoor 
naimxil-bam  cittxens  in  the  enjoyment  of  ibek 
personal  liberty  at  sea,  as  well  as  oo  the  land  ? 
Let  the  career  of  our  sailors  be  the  answer,  those 
gallant  spirits  who  have  borne  our  thandersoa 
the  mountain  wave,  and  taught  the  enemy  that 
he  is  not  invincible;  who  carry  from  the  oMai- 
head  the  motto  of  **  Don't  ^tve  up  the  ship."  as 
an  earnest,  that,  so  far  as  the      ~        ' 


is  confided  to  their  keeping,  the  national  boaor 
baa  nothing  to  apprehend,  ii  the  GkiTernincnt  re- 
spond to  the  sentiment — ^as  I  would  hnre  the  Le- 
gislature speak  to  the  Executive  in  relation  to  the 
execution  of  his  functions,  DonH  give  tap  the  crem, 
I  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  will  yoa  tear  aaeh  a  mao 
from  his  ship;  from  his  family;  from  the  wife 
of  his  bosom,  and  the  children  of  their  love; 
from  his  aged  parent  who  assisted  to  renr  the  fab- 
ric of  liberty,  and  rejoices  now  in  the  evening  of 
his  days  that  his  eves  will  be  closed  by  m  bnve 
son  worthy  of  his  father  ?  No,  sir ;  rather  icfl 
Liberty  to  tear  the  Constitution  to  pieces;  to  de- 
part from  this  Hall,  and  scatter  it  to  the  winds ; 
to  pull  down  the  dome  of  this  magnificent  tem- 
ple ;  to  raze  the  monuments  of  freedom  to  their 
foundation  ;  to  leave  us  forever,  for  we  have  in- 
sulted her,  and  all  our  pledges  and  pretensions 
were  a  disgraceful  mockery  of  her  princif^es. 

It  is  said  we  have  gone  to  war  to  protect  Brit- 
ish subjects ;  that  we  naturalize  and  employ  their 
sailors.    In  the  very  nature  of  things,  few  if  aay 
can  be  naturalized ;  and  it  is  a  pretence  merely. 
The  seaman  who  conforms  to  our  natumlizatioa 
laws,  which  require  five  years  residence  in  a  Slate 
or  district,  and  testimonials  of  good  character, 
rarely,  if  ever,  returns  to  the  sea,  so  lonr  aban- 
doned bv  him  ;  and,  in  fact,  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed by  an  honorable  gentleman  in  the  minor- 
ity who  is  conversant  with  such  subjects,  (Mr. 
Jackson,  of  Rhode  Island,)  but  few  naturalized 
seamen  are  to  be  found.    Sir,  we  don't  want  nat- 
uralized seamen,  as  oar  law  which  forbids  their 
employment  evinces.    I  have  said,  on  n  foraier 
occasion,  and  the  remark  has  been  recently  qooted 
with  an  air  of  triumph,  that  the  men  who  come 
hither  from  Europe  in  search  of  an  asylum,  se- 
curing to  them  civil  and  religiooa  liberty,  goto 
the  interior,  they  follow  the  plough  or  some  me- 
chanic art,  they  are  valuable  men  and  good  citi- 
zens ;  but  there  are  others  who  infest  the  seaport 
towns  and  wear  our  privileges  to  hide  their  foreign 
connexions,  who  are  a  pest  to  society  and  acnne 
to  the  country ;  and  I  would  rejoice  to  see  a  pro- 
vision in  our  laws  preventing  them  from  eogagiog 
in  commerce  or  navigation.    I  would  say  to  them, 
in  explicit  terms.  Whilst  you  live  among  us  and 
obey  our  laws,  we  will  protect  you ;  but  the  mo- 
ment you  go  to  sea  beyond  our  territorial  limits, 
you  cease  to  be  a  citizen ;  you  have  no  right  there, 
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iDd  our  doty  to  protect  yoa  then  ceases.  But  the 
ights  and  duties  change  in  relation  to  persons  in 
»ar  territory,  on  the  soil  of  our  country.  We 
MTe,  by  the  Constitation,  a  power  to  naturalize 
breigners,  and  I  did  not  expect  it  would  be  con- 
ended  that  man  has  not  a  natural  right  to  dwell 
vhere  he  pleases,  to  choose  his  form  of  QoYern- 
nent  and  political  society.  This  power  of  natu* 
alizatioD  has  received  the  sanction  of  all  parties; 
t  was  first  exercised  by  the  Washington  Admin- 
stratioo ;  and  even  the  old  Congress  of  the  Rer- 
»lation,  in  their  addresses,  particularly  to  the 
nhabitants  of  Ireland,  in  the  most  eloquent  Ian* 
(oage^  inrited  them  to  come  and  lire  with  us  as 
nembers  of  our  political  family.  Although  no 
lirect  invitation  is  now  given  by  this  Qovern- 
nent,  yet  when  a  foreigner  comes  under  the  faith 
}{  our  Constitution  and  laws,  conforms  to  their 
irovisions,  and  becomes  a  citizen,  a  contract  is 
entered  into  of  the  most  solemn  character  and 
nnding  validity  on  his  part,  that  he  will  serve 
he  country  faithfully  as  a  citizen,  and,  on  the 
lart  of  the  country,  that  it  will  protect  him  in  the 
iDJoytnent  of  his  rights;  he  owes  obedience  to 
rar  laws,  is  bound  to  give  his  money  in  taxes, 
ind  his  personal  services  in  battle,  and  if  taken 
prisoner  it  would  be  disgraceful  to  us  as  a  nation 
o  permit  the  enemy  with  impunity  to  hang  him 
tp  as  a  traitor.  As  a  militiaman,  suppose  he  is 
called  to  Hampton,  that  memorable  scene  of  Brit- 
ah  honor  and  humanity,  and  while  contending 
A  your  ranks  to  repel  the  ruthless  invader  he  is 
»ptured,  would  you  consent  to  his  immolation  ? 
[  have  said  that  man  has  a  natural  right  to  choose 
liis  county  and  his  political  society,  and  even  this 
proposition,  so  reasonable  and  just,  is  eontrovert- 
»d,  and  a  new  principle  of  social  duty  is  assumed 
here.  "  The  sovereign  (it  is  said)  is  absolute  over 
'  the  subject ;  he  becomes  a  tenant  of  the  soil  on 
'  which  he  is  ushered  into  life,  and  cannot  be 
'  transplanted ;  he  owes  a  perpetual  allegiance  to 
'  it,  and  is  punishable  for  acts  inconsistent  with 
'  that  allegiance."  This  definition  of  the  sover- 
eign power  suits  only  the  regions  of  despotism, 
where  man  is  a  slave;  the  whole  of  it  reduces 
him  to  the  condition  of  a  Russian  serf,  who  is 
sold  with  the  estate  of  the  lord  to  whom  both  be- 
long. 

Much  as  I  detest  the  Godwinian  principle,  that 
the  son  owes  no  duty  to  his  parents,  (it,  as  the 
gentleman  contends,  such  be  his  doctrine,)  that 
which  assumes  that  the  duty  of  man  to  the  land 
of  his  birth  is  as  strong,  is  equally  abhorrent. 
Whatl  man  belong  to  the  soiil  Man,  whom 
God  created  in  his  own  image  and  likeness,  and 
to  whom  he  gave  dominion  over  the  earth  and 
sea,  and  all  that  in  them  is  I  Shall  he  be  bound 
in  gratitude  to  the  land  where  he  is  accidentally 
born — from  which  his  parents  and  ail  his  race 
are  either  driven,  or  were  destroyed  there  in  his 
infancy  by  the  tyrant  hand  of  oppression,  and 
from  whose  persecutions  he  flies  to  a  clime  where 
civil  and  religious  liberty  are  consecrated  by  the 
laws,  and  enjoyed  alike  by  the  great  man  in  his 
|»lace  and  the  p«»ant  in  his  cottage  1  We  are 
asked,  with  seeming  triumph,  if  France  invades 


us,  will  we  admit  a  citizen  to  go  off,  join  the  stand- 
ard, and  add  to  the  force  of  the  enemy  ?  I  an- 
swer, no.  In  time  of  war  between  two  nations 
the  migrations  of  the  citizens  of  one  to  the  other 
nation  is  unlawful ;  in  time  of  peace  it  is  far  dif- 
ferent.   In  war,  the  motive  is  clearly  hostile  and 


from  the  act,  which  is  not  only  not  unlawful,  but 
permitted.  The  case  put  is  in  no  wise  analo- 
fova.  Pursuinj^  the  argument,  which,  in  effect, 
justifies  or  palliates  the  British  practice,  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Sheppbt)  tells  us  impressment  is 
only  the  abuse  of  the  usage  (I  really  apprehended 
he  would  say  the  riffht)  of  Great  Britain,  long 
established.  Sir,  I  deny  that  the  practice  is  of 
ancient  date,  and  I  deny^  too,  that  it  has  been 
exercised  against  any  nation,  even  the  most  un- 
important, except  the  United  States.  Prior  to 
the  Revolution,  this  country  being  colonies  of 
Great  Britain,  and  our  merchant  vessels  subject 
to  the  regulations  of  the  parent  State,  any  prac- 
tice then  need  not  be  mentioned,  because  not  ap- 
plicable. During  the  Revolutionary  war,  im- 
pressments, in  the  nature  of  things,  could  not  be 
practised,  as  nothing  but  superior  force  placed  our 
seamen  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  and  then 
they  were  held  as  prisoners  of  war  only.  Sinca 
the  treaty  of  peace,  this  ancient  nsase,  as  it  is 
called,  was  first  commenced  against  the  free  citi- 
zens of  this  country,  it  was  promptly  met  and 
resisted  bv  manly  remonstrance,  indicating  that, 
unless  redressed,  retistanee  of  a  different  cna'rae- 
ter  would  be  resorted  to. 

Impressment,  it  is  said,  could  have  been  ar- 
ranged, in  the  opinion  of  high  authority ;  and 
Mr.  King  has  often  been  alluded  to  as  bein^  of 
that  opinion.  It  is  true  that  the  English  Minis- 
ter agreed  with  him  to  desist  from  impressment 
altogether,  except  in  the  narrow  seas ;  but  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  exception  insisted  on  was  to 
prevent  any  arrangement,  as  was  in  effect  avowed 
since.  Mr.  King  refused  to  make  the  exceptioni 
and  he  declared  that  he  would  rather  lose  all  than 
affree  to  it.  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  are  also 
alluded  to,  as  proving  that  the  accommodation 
could  have  been  effected.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Fox,  who  was  the 
head  and  soul  of  his  Ministry,  and  whilst  the 
remnant  that  remained  were  descendins  from 
power,  a  treatjr  was  formed  with  Messrs.  Monroe 
and  Pinkney,  m  which  thev  would  not  consent  to 
insert  any  provision  in  relation  to  impressment, 
but  agreed  to  an  informal  note,  which  it  was  sup- 
posed contained  something  valuable.  Mr.  Can- 
ning, soon  after,  was  at  the  head  of  the  Foreign 
Department,  and  on  receiving  a  communicatioa 
notifying  him  of  the  promise  contained  in  thia 
note,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  ex-Ministers, 
Lords  Holland  and  Auckland,  who  had  written 
it,  to  know  if  they  had  promised  any  suspension 
or  discontinuance  of  the  practice  of  impress- 
ment.  They  referred  him,  at  first,  to  the  note 
itself,  and,  on  his  pressing  them  further,  they  de- 
clared that  they  ^  only  intended  to  promise  the 
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utmost  cantioD  in  the  exercise  of  the  right,  bat 
no  suspension  or  discontinaance  of  the  practice 
of  impressment."  (I  qnoie  the  correspondence 
from  memory,  bat  I  know  that  I  quote  it  substan- 
tially.) Mr.  Canning  then  wrote  to  oar  Minis- 
ters that  no  engagements  were  entered  into  by 
Qreat  Britain  except  such  as  appeared  on  the  face 
of  the  treaty.  Sir,  Grreat  Britain  nerer  claimed 
the  right  to  impress  oor  natural  born  seamen. 
They  always  professed  to  exercise  the  utmost 
caution,  and  this  was  no  more.  An  arowed  dis- 
regard of  it  would  hare  been  war  at  once.  Tet 
what  had  we  to  expect  for  the  future  by  recurring 
to  the  past  ?  Thousands  of  our  seamen  had  been 
impreMcd ;  the  cries  of  "  I  am  an  American  citi- 
zen," were  disregarded,  and,  as  if  to  manifest  a 
contempt  of  all  appearances,  Danes,  Swedes,  Ger- 
mans, and  negroes,  were  taken  from  our  Tessels 
imder  the  plea  that  they  were  British  subjects. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  for  drawinj^  a 
strange  line  of  distinction.  He  will  risk  nothmg 
for  persons  coming  here  for  the  last  fifteen  ▼ears. 
He  will  permit  them  to  emigrate,  but  will  aot 
naturalize  them.  What  I  make  the  alien  a  nul- 
lity ;  like  a  monk,  professed  in  good  old  common 
law,  cMtUtT  martuua  7  It  would  be  a  dangerous 
situation  to  society  to  hare  persons  in  it  owing  a 
temporary  allegiance  here,  and  a  paramount  per- 
manent allegiance  alsewhere.  It  they  have  no 
rights  they  can  be  subject  to  no  duties ;  neither 
entitled  to  hold  property,  nor  prosecute  suits,  nor 
liable  to  pay  taxes.  Their  situation  must  be  that 
of  an  outlawjwho  iomj  be  hunted  and  killed  as  a 
wild  beast.  To  my  mind,  the  apology  offered  for 
British  impressment,  that  it  is  a  "  municipal  reg- 
ulation," is  the  most  exceptionable.  What !  shall 
the  municipal  regulations  of  Gkeat  Britain  be  ex- 
ercised on  Doard  our  Tessels?  If  so,  with  equal 
justice  may  they  be  exercised  on  the  land  also, 
and  thus,  we  shall  see  British  officen  traversing 
our  country,  seeking  out  and  seizing  their  victims, 
and  carrying  them  off  in  defiance  of  our  national 
sovereignty  and  independence. 

We  are  reminded  of  the  pretences  under  which 
other  nations  justify  their  wars,  and  are  told  that 
Cheat  Britain  goes  to  war  for  fooleries,  such  as 
the  Spanish  succession,  Ac.;  and  gentlemen  ad- 
vise tis  to  pursue  a  more  laudable  course.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that  this  Government  was 
censured  for  refusing  to  become  implicated  in 
this  Spanish  war,  which  is  now  denounced  from 
the  same  quarter  as  k  foolery*  And  can  it  be 
that  the  rights  of  these  States  ara  compared  to 
the  fooleries  of  madmen,  and  debauched,  cor- 
rupted monarchs  ?  Our  Gh>vernment  was  formed 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare ;  its 
primary  duty  is,  to  preserve  the  immunities  of 
persons  and  the  rights  of  property  inviolate ;  and 
whatever  amy  be  said  by  the  malcontents  of  the 
present  day  of  the  manly  efforts  to  maintain  these, 
posteritv  will  not  fail  to  do  us  justice. 

It  will  do  justice,  also,  to  the  opinion  advanced 
bv  the  Opposition,  that  we  should  have  gone  on, 
clamoring  more  and  more  about  the  Orders  in 
Council,  and  prosecuted  thecnloriu  who  kidnap- 
ped our  sailors,  by  actions  of  false  imprisonment 


in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  England ;  aad, 
instead  of  protecting  onr  citizens  by  uie  national 
arm.  we  sbotild  have  feed  the  lawyen  who  prac- 
tice in  their  Inns  of  Court  to  recover  indemnity 
in  damages,  to  be  assessed  by  a  British  jary  in  a 
British  court.  Sir,  there  are  some  propositioaB 
too  outrageous  to  admit  of  discossioa,  and,  per- 
mit me  to  say,  I  rank  these  among  that  nninbci. 
We  are  told  that  the  rejection  of  the  treaty  of 
1806  produced  the  war,  and  that  it  shocdd  have 
been  ratified.  I  regret  that  a  want  of  time  pre^ 
vents  me  from  a  re-examinaiion  c^  thi<  question, 
because  it  im  much  pressed  by  Opposition,  and  may 
be  fully  refuted ;  perhaps  a  simple  denial  woaJd 
suffice  for  a  mere  assertion,  for  it  is  not  atteapfed 
to  be  shown  that  the  assertion  is  justified.  I  deny 
that  the  treaty  afforded  any  security  against  the 
abuses  we  have  recited ;  it  contained  no  iodon- 
nity  for  the  vast  spoliations  of  property ;  aad  it  is 
a  principle  of  common  law  and  reason,  applicable 
to  individual  transactions  as  well  as  to  natisni 
controversies,  that  a  claim  advanced  in  a  setii^ 
meat  aad  resisted,  for  which  ao  nro vision  is  nmdo, 
is  considered  to  be  barred  by  such  settlemeat.  8o 
far  from  healing  up  existing  dilferencas,  and  pia- 
venting  fotme  ones,  the  seeds  of  controversy  weie 
sown  deep  by  the  British,  aad  the  outrageous 
pretension  was  set  up  to  chasttse  us  for  Freaeh 
aggressions,  unless  we  resisied  them  in  the  ma^ 
ner  they  reouired.  1  refer  gctntlemen  to  tke  offi* 
cial  note  delivered  by  the  British  Commiasionem 
at  signinff  the  treaty,  in  which  they  state  that  it 
is  not  to  be  considered  as  binding  on  their  parL 
unless  the  United  Stales,  by  their  eondoet  ana 
assurances,  |^ve  security  to  resist  FroAee;  aad 
when  the  Minister  was  told  that  we  had,  by  cor 
coaduct,  given  those  assurances,  he  declared  he 
was  not  satisfied  therewith.  Thus,  sir,  we  were 
to  bind  ourselves  by  a  treaty,  which  was  or  was 
not  to  be  obligator^  oa  the  enemy,  according  to 
bis  capricious  opinions  of  the  degree  aad  ehanc- 
ter  of  resistance  we  were  to  make  to  the  eneroach- 
ments  of  the  French.  And  no  one  can  be  so 
credulous  as  to  believe  that  aay  measure  short  of 
war  would  have  been  satisfactory.  The  acts  of 
the  British  wera  obviously  founded  in  the  belief 
that  we  had  ao  intention  to  maintain  andeaforee 
a  respect  for  our  rights.  Gentlemen  even  now 
admit  that  they  consiklered  the  intimation  of  the 
necessity  of  war  as  an  idle  threat.  No  doubt  they 
did,  sir ;  their  friends  hera  had  asserted  the  sasM 
belief,  and  on  this  error  their  impositions  were 
predicated.  If  after  all  that  had  been  said  and 
done  by  our  Government,  and  the  contempt  with 
which  it  was  treated,  we  had  aocoumbed,  we 
should,  after  having  become  the  seora  aad  deri- 
sion of  the  world,  by  refusing  to  fiffht  Ibr  our 
rights  and  honor,  have  beea  compelled  at  last  m 


fight  for  our  existence  as  a  nation.  Among 
tions^  as  between  individuals,  no  point  shwud  he 
urged  unless  sanctioned  by  right  aad  justice ;  hoL 
once  uifed,ii  should  be  mainuined  manfully  a»d 
bravely.  The  advice  of  the  good  old  Poloniai 
to  his  son  should  be  followed — ''Beware  of  en- 
trance on  a  quarrel ;  but,  beiag  in,  be  firm,  aad 
tbea  thy  enemy  will  bewara  of  thee.^ 
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We  are  aeeaaed  of  abaodoninif  the  prosperity 
lod  happioess  of  1809s,  bf  going  to  war.  I  am  at 
,  lo6s  to  kaow  ID  wbat  that  happiness  and  pros- 
•rity  consisted.  Was  it  in  the  depredations  on 
•or  commerce  and  the  captore  of  our  seamen  ? 
f  so,  we  were  eminently  happy,  as  every  day's 
■perience  testified ;  and  that  species  of  happiness 
ootiaued  down  to  the  declaration  of  war.  Yet 
;tDtlem«i  say  that  Great  Britain  considers  our 
var  as  an  offenstTe  war,  and  they  concur  in  the 
opinion. 

No  doubt  Great  Britain  thinks  so ;  she  argued 
leiaelf  iato  the  same  belief  when  she  attacked 
he  Spsttish  frigates,  but  the  world  did  justice  to 
ker  motives ;  their  high  offence  was,  that  they 
arried  millions  of  dollars,  and  Great  Britain 
ranted  the  money.  So,  too,  in  her  attack  upon 
he  peaceful  Dane,  when  his  capital  was  destroy- 
id  and  his  fleet  was  captured ;  when  fire  and  the 
word  laid  waste  Copenba^n,  and  deluged  its 
Cre€U  in  the  blood  of  its  mnocent  women  and 
ihildreii.  The  jrfea  in  both  cases  was  the  same— 
'Bonaparte,  rav  enemy,  will  get  your  money  and 
leet,  and  thereby  increase  his  means  of  annoying 
ne,  and  I  will  defend  myself  against  this  appre- 
MMion."  Such,  in  effect,  was  her  language  to 
M,  in  h«r  just  and  defensive  retaliation.  Let  us 
NDpiffy  this  ground  by  applying  it  to  individual 
ntercoarse.  A  man  travelling  on  the  high  road 
s  aocoeted  by  a  robber,  who  demands  his  money, 
ind  accompanies  the  demand  by  a  vindication  of 
ISB  coadoct  to  this  effect:  ''I  rob  you  not  with  a 
lesire  to  enrich  myself,  but  I  have  an  unprinci- 
;>kd  enemy  living  on  the  road,  who  has  need  of 
four  cash,  and  imless  I  get  it  be  will,  and  it  will 
idd  to  his  means  of  destroying  me ;  besides,  he 
irill,  after  robbing,  murder  ]f  on,  and  to  guard  you 
igainst  the  perils  that  await  you,  I  will  rob  you 
myself,  and  make  you  my  prisoner,  out  of  pure 
gMd  will,  and  in  my  own  defence."  Such  is  the 
practice,  such  alone  can  be  the  justification,  of 
Qreat  Britain;  and  I  do  not  wonder  that  she  con- 
siders oors  as  an  offensive  war. 

We  are  reminded  of  the  pretenees  by  which  the 
partitiooers  of  Poland  affected  to  justify  them- 
aeWe»— not  that  Poland  had  done  them  injury, 
bat  that  the  Polish  principles  were  dangerous  to 
theiafety  of  crowned  heads,  Who  were  alarmed 
at  the  example  of  a  people  capable  of  self-govern- 
ment Tke  gentleman  might  have  referred,  also, 
to  the  famous  confederacies  of  Pavia  and  Pilnltz, 
which  were  formed  on  the  same  plea  ogainst 
F^noe,  and  in  which  the  British  Government 
pcrferined  a  conspicuous  part.  Sir,  these  exam- 
ples aflbrd  other  evidences  of  the  facility  with 
which  the  British  cheat  themselves  into  the  be- 
lief-—kind,  honest  soak! — that  all  their  wars  are  de- 
^^We.  Yet;  strange  to  tell,  they  are  illustratioBs 
of  the  opinion  entertained  here  by  the  Opposition, 
of  the  soundness  and  justice  of  the  American 
claims.  1  ask,  emphatically,  is  it  possible  that 
My  man  can  believe  that  our  war  is  of  a  similar 
chtrscter,  and  waged  on  such  flagitious  preten- 
noas?  Gentlemen  say  yes;  you  have  a  lawless 
hostiK^  against  Qreat  Britain,  and  your  measures 
ptoceed  from  that  source.    I  refer  to  two  memo- 


rable examples  of  the  pacific  temper  of  this  na- 
tion, where  the  conduct  of  the  British  was  uni- 
versally condemned,  viz :  the  murder  of  Pierce, 
and  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake.  When  the 
murdered  Pierce  arrived  at  New  York,  all  parties 
vied  who  should  manifest  the  strongest  resent* 
ment.  The  Federalists,  with  Mr.  King  at  their 
head,  paraded  the  streets  with  the  dead  body,  and 
one  cry  of  vengeance  animated  the  nation.  So, 
too,  when  the  Chesapeake  was  taken,  all  parties 
cried  aloud  for  war;  and,  had  the  Congress  been 
convened,and  a  declaration  of  war  recommended| 
I  do  verily  believe  it  would  have  passed  almost 
unanimously.  But  the  Executive  then,  as  had 
been  done  by  Congress  on  a  former  occasion, 
clinffinc  to  peace  as  the  sheet-anchor  of  safety, 
resolved  not  to  identify  the  €k)vernment  with  the 
act  of  its  officer,  but  to  admit  of  pacific  explana- 
tion and  atonement.  Gentlemen  mistake  the  fact ; 
it  is  Britain  that  is  hostile,  and  not  this  nation. 
Look  at  her  conduct  towards  the  Indians  before 
the  war  was  declared,  and  even  whilst  her  Min- 
ister was  denying  the  justice  of  opinions  drawn 
from  that  conduct ;  these  people,  to  whom  we  sent 
the  missionaries  of  the  Gospel  and  the  implements 
of  husbandry,  were  enticed  to  take  up  arms  against 
us,  by  the  holy  "  bulwark  of  religion  ;'^  they  were 
made  hostile  by  promises  and  by  presents;  by 
spirits  to  inflame  their  paesionsj  ana  by  arms  to 
destroy  us ;  and  these  facts,  coming  to  the  Execu- 
tive from  every  quarter,  were  verified  by  corres- 
ponding circumstances.  A  vast  body  of  armed 
savages  were  assembled  at  Tippecanoe,  threaten- 
ing the  frontier^  which  more  toan  once  had  been 
recently  smoking  in  blood  and  conflagration. 
There,  with  the  language  of  peace  in  their  mouths, 
like  their  employers,  they  attacked  our  force,  and, 
being  defeated,  thejr  left  behind  them  British 
arms,  British  scalping  knives  and  tomahawk^ 
and  British  ornaments.  Their  open,  avowed,  and 
immediate  employment  of  them  as  soon  as  war 
was  declared,  is  conclusive  proof  on  that  head; 
for  how,  I  ask,  could  they  otherwise  have  concen- 
trated such  a  large  Inaian  force  in  so  short  a 
time?  Sir,  I  am  humbled  to  find  it  necessary,  in 
this  House,  to  discuss  the  justice  of  the  war,  and 
to  answer  objections  taken  by  my  countrymen 
against  the  cause  of  our  common  country.  I  do 
greatly  mistake  if  I  have  not  shown  that  the  war 
was  just,  necessary,  and  unavoidable  at  its  com- 
mencement; which  brings  me  to  the  second  point, 
viz:  The  justice  of  its  continuance. 

We  are  told  that  the  war  should  be  discontin- 
ued, as  the  Orders  in  Council  have  been  repealed. 
Their  repeal  was  conditional  merely,  and  the 
terms  certainly  not  the  most  satisfactory.  We 
were  informed  thaL  unless  British  vessels  and 
British  goods  were  freely  admitted  into  our  ports, 
the  repeal  would  not  be  respected,  and  the  right 
of  passing  the  orders  was  expressly  asserted.  But, 
waiving  the^e  objections,  1  insist  that  impress- 
meats  either  are  or  are  not  justifiable.  If  not,  as 
I  have  attempted  to  show,  they  should  be  pro- 
vided against ;  and  the  Gavernment  has  done  atl 
it  could  to  terminate  the  war,  by  proposals  to  en- 
tertain  for  discussion   this  important  question 
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The  British  were  not  re<|uired  to  abandon  it  with- 
out a  reasonable  iDdemnity;  they  were  not  even 
required  to  do  more  than  surpend  the  practice 
during  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  or  to  continue 
the  war,  and  to  negotiate  on  that  point  in  the 
mean  time.  Yet,  strange  to  tell,  the  British  per- 
emptorily rejected  all  these  offers,  although  they 
well  knew  that  in  time  of  war  they  cannot  im- 
press; that  if  hostilities  be  suspended,  they  can- 
not impress  during  such  suspension,  as  it  would 
be  an  act  of  war.  Yet  they  refused  to  forbear 
the  practice  and  try  the  effect  of  negotiation. 
What  I  shall  we  be  bound  whilst  treating  of  peace 
with  the  enemy,  and  he  be  at  liberty  to  make  war 
on  us  ?  The  idea  is  too  preposterous  and  extrav- 
agant. The  plea  of  Great  Britain  was,  that  we 
harbored  her  seamen,  we  encouraged  desertion ; 
we  were  not  prevented,  by  the  circumstance  of 
being  at  war  with  her,  from  removing  this  pre- 
tence, and  the  seamen's  bill  was  passed.  Yet, 
strange  to  tell,  its  passage  was  opposed  by  the 
minority. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia,  the  friend  and  ally  of 
England,  offered  his  meditation  to  effect  a  recon- 
ciliation. It  was  promptly  accepted,  in  the  liberal 
spirit  in  which  it  bad  been  conceived ;  and  our 
Ministers  were  sent  on  a  peace  mission.  A  strong- 
er proof  of  the  just  views  and  sinceritjr  of  a  na- 
tion than  was  then  given  by  the  Executive,  never 
was  afforded.  The  ally  of  our  enemy  was  con- 
fided in  by  us — an  ally  at  war  with  the  nation  to 
whom  it  is  falsely  pretended  we  are  devoted :  and 
a  distinguished  Federalist  was  appointed  as  one 
of  the  negotiators.  The  conduct  or  Opposition  in 
regard  to  this  mediation  deserves  particular  no- 
tice. At  first  they  accused  the  President  of  avoid- 
ing the  mediation  as  long  as  he  could,  because  of 
his  aversion  to  a  peace,  and  until  be  found  the 
public  sentiment  running  strong  against  him. 
After  the  mediation  was  accepted,  and  our  Min- 
isters had  sailed,  there  were  stronff  indications  of 
its  rejection  by  Great  Britain,  and  it  was  finally 
rejected.  Then  it  pleased  Opposition  to  denounce 
the  Executive  for  accepting  the  mediation,  and 
its  great  leader  declared  that  the  mediation  was 
tendered  by  the  Russian  Minister  without  the 
authority  of  his  Emperor,  and  this  tender  was 

Produced  by  the  intrigue  of  our  Government. 
*he  course  the  Opposition  took  on  that  occasion 
was  not  without  example.  They  had  practised 
it  in  the  famous  EJrskine  arrangement.  Then  the 
Opposition  affirmed  that  they  knew  Great  Britain 
had  been  always  disposed  to  friendly  intercourse, 
if  they  could  meet  a  corresponding  temper ;  and 
they  hailed  the  accommodation  as  evidence  of 
its  commencement.  They  carried  that  feeling  into 
this  House ;  here  a  vote  of  thanks  was  proposed 
to  be  tendered  to  the  President ;  he  was  called  the 
man  of  the  people,  the  friend  of  his  country,  dbc. 
But  Erskine's  arrangement  was  rejected  by  his 
Government;  and  then,  in  the  true  spirit  of  liber- 
ality and  consistency,  the  same  gentlemen  con- 
demned the  President  for  imposing  on  the  voung, 
credulous  Minister ;  and  a  member  of  this  House, 
who  ad  voted  the  vote  of  approbation  in  the  first 
instance,  came  forward  and  censured  the  Presi- 


dent for  confiding  in  the  honor  of  tlse  Minister, 
and  stated  that  he  should  have  first  seen  his  pat- 
ent powers  under  the  sign  manual  of  the  Kia^ 
Suppose  the  President  had  done  so,  and  ibe  Miif 
ister,  feeliug  the  indignity,  had  demanded  bis  pa»- 
ports.  and  left  the  country— we  should  tbeo  han 
heard  a  general  cry  of  eondemnatioo.     Whifat 
the  Opposition  were  of  opinion  that  tbe  Roanaa 
mediation  was  sanctioned  by  Great  Britain,  the 
acceptance  of  it  by  us  was  wise,  pacific,  and  jotf; 
it  met  their  cordial  approbation;  but  wben  Gieat 
Britain  rejected  it,  they  too  condemned   it,  as  aa 
imposition,  which  the  fi^eeutive  bad    practise^ 
knowing  it  must  necessarily  fail.    I  request  gem- 
tlemen  to  mark  the  langoace  of  AlexaDder,ia  tbe 
tender  of  his  good  offices — ^be  is  satisfied  tbe  Uai* 
ted  States  have  done  all  they  could  do  lo  avoul 
war.    Let  them  mark,  too,  his  relation  to  £aglaad. 
engaged  in  alliance  with  her,  receiving  ber  assis- 
tance in  a  strogjgle  he  was  making  for  bis  throoe, 
his  empire,  and  independence.    At  this  interestiag 
crisis,  Alexander  bears  testimony  before  all  the 
world  of  his  confideaee  in  the  jast  views  of  AaMT- 
ica ;  let  Opposition  learn  a  lesson  of  forbearance  aad 
liberality  from  his  magnanimity ; — be,  if  preseat 
feeling  and  interest  would  sway  him,  woold  have 
been  ready  to  espouse  the  cause  of  Rmgimni 
against  us.    Yet  ne,  rising  above  soeb  iiarrov 
selfishness,  manifests  his  confidence  ia  decided 
terms — whilst  Opposition,  having  a  common  in- 
terest with  a  majority  in  the  welfare  of  tbenadoa, 
takes  the  unjust  side  of  England.    Great  Britaia 
foresaw  that  a  refusal  of  the  Russian  raediaiioa 
would  expose  her  to  just  censure,  unless  covered  by 
some  plausible  pretext,  and  has  attempted  to  shield 
herself  by  the  expression  of  her  unwilliniraesa  to 
unite  our  dispute  with  the  affairs  of  tbe  Conti- 
nent.   What  affairs,  I  ask?    Not  French  afikifs; 
there  was  no  danger  of  the  phantom  ^  French  in- 
fluence" to  be  apprehended  from  the  proffered  me- 
diation, as  Russia  was  at  war  with  France.   I 
will  answer  the  question  for  England.    It  was 
the  desire  manifested  by  the  Baltic  States,  oa  a 
former  occasion,  to  nutintain  the  maritime  rights 
of  all  nations,  that  Great  Britain  deprecated;  tbey 
too  like  us  entertained  the  notion  that  whea  CM 
separated  the  sea  from  the  land  be  made  it  freiu 
like  the  air  we  breathe,  for  all  nations.    And  I 
hope  and  trust   that  Alexander  will  add  to  bis 
title  of '^Deliverer  of  Europe"  themore  gloriousoae 
of  Deliverer  of  the  World ;  tbat,.baving  called  iaio 
action  the  energies  of  his  great  mind,  and  the  vast 
resources  of  his  Empire ;  after  having  rolled  back 
the  mighty  wave  of  French  power  which  inaa- 
daled  the  neighboring  Sutes,  and  swept  away 
the  ancient  boundaries  of  Russia  until  it  pene* 
trated  to  Moscow,  the  capital  of  the  Czars ;  after 
putting  down  the  tyranny  of  the  land,  which  threat- 
ened the  subjugation  of  the  Goniinenc,  he  will 
not  lav  down  his  arms  until  he  has  executed  the 
vast  design,  worthy  of  the  cause  which  has  pro- 
duced the  development  of  his  powers,  of  putting 
down  the  tyranny  of  the  seas. 

This  Russian  mediation  teaches  another  ioH 
portant  fact,  which  must  atamp  with  eternal  in- 
famy the  charge  of  French  inflaence.    To  Ras* 
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M,  fi^htiD^  against  Praoce,  the  United  States 
tare  confided   their  cause  and  its  object;  aod 
ia?e  thereby  shown  that  no  relation  whatsoeFer 
iobsisted  with  France,  which  the  enemies  of 
France  could  regret  or  disapprove — in  fine,  that 
lone  of  any  kiod  existed   not  known  to  all  the 
vorld.    Qreat  Britain  has  proposed  to  treat  di- 
ectly  with  us  at  Gottenburg,  and  the  ofier  was 
lecepted  without  delay.    Not  disposed  to  resent 
he  rejection  of  all  prerious  overtures  made  di- 
ectly  bj  this  Government,  and  the  indirect  one 
rhich  the  mediation  afforded,  but  zealously  ani- 
ons to  obtain  a  speedy  and  honorable  peace,  we 
[nd  a  steady  perseverance  in  that  object,  nay,  even 
L  solicitude  which  the  enemy  may  mistake  for 
imidity,and  which  some  warm  spirits  in  this  na- 
ion  have  reprehended,  which  brings  me  to  a  coo- 
Insion  of  the  second  point,  viz:  the  justice  of  a 
ontinuaoce  of  the  war ;  and  I  hope  I  have  estab- 
bhed  the  justice  of  its  continuance,  as  well  by 
bowing  that  its  object  has  not  been  attained,  as 
B  recurring  to  the  proofs  that  the  Gk>vernment 
lave  made  and  are  now  making  every  honorable 
ffort  to  produce  its  termination.    Indeed  it  is 
aid,  that  Administration  are  now  bent  on  peace, 
nd  we  shall  soon  have  it;  that  they  have  struck 
heir  flag,  and  gentlemen  are  glad  of  it.    And  a 
une  attempt  is  made  to  distinguish  between  the 
lational  flag  and  the  flag  of  Administration — it 
I  admitted  that  the  flag  of  Administration  is  to 
;ive  protection  to  "free  trade  and  sailors' rights," 
ind  1  think  those  five  words  contain  a  Constitu- 
ionai  definition  of  all  that  concerns  us  with  foreign 
lations  beyond  our  landed  limits.    This  antic i- 
«ted  surrender,  which  affords  so  much  pleasure 
0  gentlemen,  might  have  been  communicated  by 
he  King's  messenger ;  but  that  would  not  suffice, 
he  supremacy  of  the  Pope  was  to  be  duly  ac- 
knowledged, a  King  must  hold  his  stirrups  five 
Snvoys  with  badges  of  humiliation  mnst  carry  our 
ubmission  to  England;  for  it  was  thus  the  keys 
if  Calais  were  surrendered.    What  are  the  proofs 
»f  this  submission?  this  surrender  of  sailors'  rights? 
Gentlemen  say,  the  Prince  Regent  refers  to  his 
naritime  rights,  and  asserts  that  the  United  States 
lave  not  discovered  a  disposition  to  treat  on  the 
Msis  of  their  recognition — that  Lord  Castlereagh 
>roposes  to  negotiate  on  those  terms,  and  that 
iie  acceptance  of  the  offer  is  submission.    We 
lever  contested  the  maritime  rights  of  England, 
t  was  her  maritime  wrongs  we  complained  of. 
The  public  law  of  Europe  and  the  maritime  rights 
»f  Great  Britain  are  common  to  all  nations;  her 
naritime  rights  are  as  well  defined  as  ours ;  we  are 
ill  equals  ;  and  usurpation  and  oppression,  though 
uecessfal.  constitute  no  new  ^  right."    Sir,  I  ob- 
ect  to  the  authority  introduced  by  thegentlemao, 
IS  well  as  to  the  justice  of  his  deductions.    Shall 
(Imertca  be  judged  by  the  Prince  Regent?  shall 
ij  cause  or  its  intentions  be  decided  by  his  asser- 
tions ?    I  hope  not,  sir,  as  on  his  evidence  the 
United  States  are  leagued  with  France ;  and  on 
ihat  of  his  represeotati  ve^  Lieutenent  General  Pre- 
rost,  we  are  the  allies  or  France.    I  shall  not  en- 
gage in  the  idle  controversy,  whether  a  surrender 
>f  oar  rights  be  or  be  not  intended— I  will  not  at- 


tempt to  convince  gentlemen  of  what  Adminis- 
tration intend  to  do,  when  they  will  not  under- 
stand or  believe  what  thev  have  done. 

I  do  not  envy  those  feelings  which  induce  the 
assertion,  that  the  surrender  of  our  rights  affords 
pleasure  aod  cause  of  rejoicing.  I  ihank  Grod 
mine  are  of  a  different  stamp.  I  shall  rejoice  to 
see  not  only  the  rights  of  commerce  and  sea- 
men, so  far  as  my  countrymen  are  concerned,  ex- 
empted from  oppression,  but  the  rights  of  all  the 
world  respectea  and  consecrated  by  the  laws  and 
usages  of  nations. 

I  will  now  consider  the  third  point,  the  manner 
of  carrying  on  this  war ;  which  has  also  met  with 
marked  condemnation.    It  is  said  the  war,  as  car- 
ried on.  is  an  offensive  war ;  it  is  not  for  the  main- 
tenance of  our  rights,  but  is  a  war  of  conquest. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  here,  that  Opposition  as- 
serted the  same  thing  before  a  blow  was  struck,  at 
the  time  of  declaring  war.    Although  the  charge 
has  been  exposed  with  much  ability  by  my  hon- 
orable friends,  I  will  venture  to  offer  a  few  re- 
marks in  addition  to  theirs ;  and,  before  I  do  so, 
permit  me  to  express  my  opinion  in  relation  to 
Canada,  for  it  is  due  to  this  investigation  that  I 
should  be  rightly  understood  on  that  point.    Can- 
ada as  a  territory  is  not  worth  one  cent  to  us — I 
would  not  have  it;  and  as  affording  the  means  ot 
stirriDg  lip  the  savages  alone  can  it  be  important? 
If  Great  Britain  remains  pacific  and  just  towards 
us,  and  does  not  excite  the  Indians,  they  may 
keep  Canada  with  my  approbation  forever ;  it  is 
intrinsically  of  no  value  to  us.    I  speak  more 
particularly  as  a  Western  man.    We  have  al- 
ready territory  enough  for  many  years  to  come, 
and,  by  refusing  to  enlarge  it  by  acquisitions  on 
the  Northern  frontier,  we  secure  to  the  West  a 
contin'uation  of  the  vast  emigration  from  the 
Northern  and   Eastern  sections  of  this  Union, 
which  not  only  contributes  to  increase  the  ratio 
of  our  numbers  and  enhance  the  value  of  our 
lands,  but  by  decrees  will  effect  a  more  important 
object.  The  emigrants  will  communicate  to  their 
friends  who  are  left  behind,  that  the  jealousies 
which  wicked  and  designing  men  are  industri- 
ously exciting  are  unfounded  and  unjust ;  and 
they  will  bv  and  bv  learn  to  judge  of  uscorrectlT| 
and  we  shall  thereby  acquire  the  greatly  desirable 
object,  a  national  character,  which  is  only  to  be 
attained  bv  extmguishing  sectional  jealousies. 
Conquest,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  not  our  character ; 
the  Louisiana  case  is  a  memorable  instance  of  it. 
When  the  right  of  deposite  at  Orleans,  which 
was  sanctioned  by  treaty,  was  prohibited  by  the 
unauthorized  act  of  the  Spanish  lotendant,  lead- 
ing members  of  Opposition  were  then  for  buck- 
ling on  the  armor  of  war;  they  proposed  raising  an 
army  of  fifty  thousand  men  to  take  the  country, 
which  they  said  we  must  have  at  any  sacrifice ; 
fotf  that  the  island  of  New  Orleans  alone  would 
justify  the  expenditure.    The  Government  con- 
curred in  opinion  ot  its  importance,  but  rejected 
the  course  advised  for  its  acquisition ;  it  would 
not  wage  war — "  first  strike  and  then  hear"  the 
explanation  which  Spain  had  to  offer.     The 
Spanish  Government  disavowed  the  act  of  its 
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afent,  and  tbe  eoontry  was  acquired  bf  eenion 
for  $151,000,000,  aboot  ODe*tbird  of  the  price  of 
one  campaign. 

Tet,  wbeo  tbas  acquired,  tbe  same  gentlemen 
condemned  tbe  acquisition  and  declared  tbe  bar- 
gain was  a  bad  one.    I  repeat  tbe  assertion ;  a 
desire  of  conquest  does  not  constitute  a  trait  in 
oor  cbaracter,  as  tbis  celebrated  instance  prores. 
But,  saj  gentlemen,  your  operations  are  oneasiye 
in  tbeir  nature,  and  tbis  changes  tbe  character 
of  the  war.    My  friend  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calbooh)  ga^e  the  proper  answer  to  tbis 
assertion — ^^  the  character  of  the  war  cannot  be 
'  affected  by  the  mode  of  conducting  it ;  the  causes 
'  of  its  origin  alone  give  it  a  character,  and  that 
'  never  changes  unless  the  war  is  continued  after 
'  the  causes  cease."    This  was  the  idea,  if  not  tbe 
language  of  my  friend,  and  surely  the  reasoning 
is  conclusiye.    If  the  war  was  declared  for  just 
cause,  bow  should  a  wise  Qovernment  conduct 
it  ?    I  answer,  make  it  fall  as  heavily  on  tbe 
enemy  as  possinle  within  tbe  lawful  rules  of  war- 
£ue,  and  as  lightly  as  it  can  on  our  own  people. 
In  order  to  do  this  it  must  attack  him — put  him 
on  the  defensive,  and  not  wait  to  repel  bis  attacks. 
It  was  said  in  the  British  Parliament,  by  Mr. 
Canning,  that  one  of  tbeir  **  ablest  friends  in  Con- 
fess" bad  declared  that  in  a  few  months  tbe  Brit- 
uh  would  destroy  our  towns  and  ravage  tbe  sea- 
coast,  and  be  upbraided  tbe  Ministry  with  the 
omission  to  verify  tbis  prediction.    If  tbe  enemy 
bad  the  power  we  know  he  would  have  executed 
it,  as  tbe  defenceless  villages  on  the  Chesapeake 
snow.  And  how  has  this  been  prevented  ?  I  an- 
swer, by  invading  his  territory,  compelling  him 
to  draw  bis  forces  there,  and  putting  him  on  the 
defensive.    If  the  character  of  tbe  war  depend 
upon  the  mode  of  carrying  it  on,  if  invading  the 
territory  of  the  enemy  constitute  offensive  war, 
the  war  b  offensive  on  his  part ;  and  thus,  by  the 
process  of  reasoning  indulged  by  gentlemen,  it  is 
proved  that  each  nation  is  carrying  on  an  offen- 
sive war  against  tbe  other  at  tbe  same  time,  which 
involves  tbe  grossest  absurdity.    I  suppose  tbe 
enemy  will  be  justified  in  his  warfare — indeed 
he  has  been  already — and  we  shall  be  told  be  at- 
tacks for  bis  own  defence  and  safety.    It  was  for 
this  purpose  he  carried  bis  arms  into  Michigan, 
to  the  river  Raisin,  to  Fort  Meiffs,  Sandusky, 
Hampton,  Brie,  Black  Rock,  BuflSuo,  dtc.,  where 
bis  footsteps  were  marked  with  butchery  and 
bloodshed,  conflagration,  and  rapine,  which  would 
have  scandalized  a  cannibal.    There  was  a  par- 
amount motive  for  invading  Canada — there  the 
Indians  were  hired  by  tbeir  cruel  employers — 
there  they  were  set  on  to  deeds  of  blood,  and  there 
it  was,  that  a  price  was  promised  them  for  the 
acalpe  of  infant  innocence  and  unprotected  help- 
less women.    And  while  the  frontier  man  rushed 
to  the  battle  at  the  call  of  bis  country,  and  op- 
posed in  fair  and  honorable  combat  tbe  open  in- 
vader—the red  ally  of  England,  who  had  been 
fattened  and  made  strong  by  tbe  bounty  before  he 
was  so  cruelly  excited  against  his  protector — the 
savage  who  was  drawn  from  the  wilds  of  bis  for- 
est crept  in  behind  him  like  a  wolf  into  the  sheep- 


fold,  and  awakening  his  family  from  tbe  mil* 
night  sleep  by  his  horrible  yells — the  conftagratiaB 
of  tbeir  dwellings  lighted  him  to  their  bidisf 
place  and  with  more  than  savage  fary^  he  toic 
tbe  infant  from  its  mother's  bosom  and  hcA  ctt 
its  brains  against  her  head.  When  the  soMicr 
came  back  to  find  bis  family  and  bis  home,  asc 
a  vestige  of  either  rentiained,  all  were  eoajuti 
bv  tbe  fell  destroyer,  who  had  fled  with  tbs 
bleeding  scalps  to  tbe  British  Proctors  and  Bl- 
liofs.  who  paid  tbe  stipulated  bounty. 

Sir,  I  refer  gentlemen  to  the  celebrated  spcseh 

of  tbeir  friend  (Mr.  Amba)  upon   the  BtixA 

treaty.    He  urged  its  adoption  becaoae  it  gave 

up  to  us  our  own  posts,  wnere  the  British,  as  be 

admitted,  influenced  the  Indians  to  makse 

and  I  believe  the  treaty  went  down   in 

quence  of  tbe  eloquence  with  which  he 

that  subject.    How,  I  ask,  then,  can 

reconcile  it  to  themselves  to  condeaan  the  Gev^ 

emment  for  exercising  all  its  eflbrts  to  pieveal 

this  outrsjpeous  warfare?    The  British  attempt 

to  apologize  for  their  barbarities  by  stati^  t!Ut 

they  cannot  restrain  tbe  Indians.    This,  if  traa, 

is  no  palliation.    Tbe  ready  reply  is,  yo«  viobttt 

all  tbe  rules  of  civilised  warfare  by  tbe  use  of 

any  means  you  cannot  control  within  then,  aad 

sre  answerable  lor  such  use.    But  the  aiis^ftisi 

is  not  true.    We  have  been  at  last  reloetandy 

constrained  to  employ  the  Indians  in  o«r  j«t 

defence,  and  in  no  instance  have  they  scalped  the 

dead  or  murdered  tbe  prisoners ;  they  haye  obejmi 

tbe  orders  of  tbe  American  officers ;  and  no  dooht 

the  British  bavelMen  equally  obeyed  by  those  in 

their  service.    Suppose  this  system  of  carryiac 

on  the  war  on  tbe  defensive  plan  reeoasmeadei 

were  adopted ;  it  would  lead  to  consaqnenees  the 

most  absurd,  and  humiliating,  and  destructivci 

The  enemy  invades  your  territory,  and  then,  and 

then  only,  he  is  liable  to  your  attacks.    Alter 

striking  bis  blow,  your  forces  are  marched  agaiml 

him,  and  he  is  driven  to  the  line  with  bisbosty 

and  prisoners ;— with  difliculty  he  eludes  your 

l^rasp.  until  be  rushes,  exhausted  and  icsistleWi 

into  nis  own  territory,  and  a  few  hundred  yaids 

beyond  your  boundary  be  pitches  bis  teats  ia 

security ;  the  soldietH  arm  is  paralyzed,  bis  mn»» 

ket  is  stricken  out  of  his  bands,  and  the  e»eaiy 

riots  in  security  before  bis  ejres,  snrromded  by 

the  inviolability  of  a  contemptible  policy.    Theft 

he  recruits   bis  strength,  strikes  another  blew 

elsewhere,  flees  anin  to  tbe  plaee  of  secaiity, 

and  is  safe.    Just  like  tbe  felons  in  tbe  iron  limes 

of  feudal  vassalage,  who  ran  to  tbe  eonseeralci 

places  of  safety;  where  tbe  sword  of  justice  eoidU 

never  reach  them.    Then,   indeed,   would  the 

Cockburns  of  England  have  verified  the  predio- 

tions  of  tbeir  ^  friend  in  Congress ;"  tbe  disposaUs 

force  of  Canada,  which  was  kept  in  check,  might 

have  been  transported  to  attack  our  seaport  towns 

in  succession,  and  the  cruelties  and  oatrages  of 

Hampton  would  have  been  tender  mereies  to 

what  we  should  have  suffered.    Tbe  plan  of  the 

Administration  for  tbe  conduct  of  tbe  war  is  net 

only  condemned  in  unqualified  terms  by  the 

minority,  but  they  bays  bad  tbe  kindnflsa  to  give 
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heir  advice  how  to  maDaee  it  for  the  future. 
Phey  say.  ^'repeal  the  emoargo,  send  all  jour 
'euiels  to  sea,  aud  we  will  unite  with  you  toere. 
Take  the  Lakes  and  the  St.  Lawrence  in  this, 
iDd  we  will  support  you.''  I  consider  that  some- 
bin^  is  gained  by  this  admission.  It  now  seems 
hat  It  is  not  immoral  to  rejoice  with  us  for  our 
iRval  victories;  gentlemen  are  willing  to  aid  us 
lao  in  aobidving  others. 

Let  OS  examine  this  concession  with  the  argu- 
oent  that  the  war  is  unjust;  that  the  war  is 
iffensiTe,  &c.  Surely  the  war  on  the  ocean  will 
«  peculiarly  ofiensive  to  Qreat  Britain ;  "  the  sea 
B  Britain's  own  domatn" — '*ali  under  sea  is 
British  ground"— ***  Britannia  rules  the  waves." 
These  are  the  favorite  themes  of  the  fast-anchored 
•le;  and  dare  we  invade  her  dominion?  That 
rill  indeed  be  offensive  war !  Sir,  I  consider  the 
mint  of  the  justice,  dbc,  of  the  war  as  conceded 
ff  the  minority,  if  we  will  consent  to  fight  with 
hem  in  their  own  way.  I  should  like  to  know 
low  the  war  is  to  he  conducted  there.  ^  Free 
rnde  and  sailors'  rights"  are  to  be  given  up ;  the 
[ag  is  to  be  struck,  and,  I  suppose,  we  are  to  fight 
r  molested  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  degradation. 
Gentlemen  say,  you  are  injured  on  the  ocean — 
•ek  redress  there.  Why.  then,  attack  on  the 
jakas  and  St.  Lawrence?  There,  too,  the  war 
wiW  be  oflknsive;  it  will  fall  upon  the ''innocent, 
larmleas  Canadians"  and  His  Majesty's  sailors, 
loor 'souls,  who  never  did  you  harm,  except  you 
shoose  to  call  by  that  harsh  epithet  the  impressment 
)f  your  seamen  and  murders  of  your  women  and 
shildreo.  Lee  us  test  these  professions  of  Opposi- 
tion by  their  practice.  We  ask  monejr  for  the 
lavY,  and  even  that  is  refused — ^we  ask  it  for  the 
nvil  list,  for  paying  the  interest  of  the  debt  them- 
lelves  assumed,  for  the  defence  of  our  seacoasts, 
&c.,  and  they  will  not  give  one  cent.  And  the 
plea  set  up  by  them  is,  *'  we  will  not  give  you 
money  to  carry  on  a  war  which  you  have  not 
competency  to  conduct."  I  am  ready  to  admit 
that  the  war  has  been  in  some  places  badly  con- 
ducted ;  though  I  feel  convinced  the  disasters  and 
disappointments  are  attributable  to  the  officers 
who  have  been  confided  in,  and  not  to  say  any 
want  of  capacity  or  foresight  in  the  head  of  the 
War  Department.  If  candor  and  justice  are 
more  than  an  empty*  sound,  there  can  be  but  one 
opinion  on  that  subject,  namely,  that  the  genius, 
and  talents,  and  capacity  of  the  Secretarv  are  of 
tlie  highest  ord«r.  But  what,  let  me  asx,  is  the 
amount  of  the  objection?  Nothioff  more  than 
ftrgning  against  the  cause  by  the  effect,  against 
the  object  of  the  operations  by  the  failure  of  them. 
The  failure  of  those  operations  has  given  rise  to 
much  eloquent  sarcasm,  and  to  a  personality  1 
regret.  I  regret  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  who  manifests  so  high  a  sense  of  his  per- 
sonal honor,  and  a  determination  to  maintain  his 
lights,  should  have  thought  fit  to  assail  the  honor 
of  others.  I  am  sure  the  gentleman  in  his  cooler 
moments  must  condemn,  his  attack  on  General 
omyth,  a  gentleman  whom  I  have  only  seen  at 
mw  place  some  years  since,  whom  I  do  not  pre- 
Bome  to  vindicate,  whose  conduct  1  too  have  not 


approved.  I  have  understood,  however,  from  an 
honorable  source,  that  Smytb  is  not  a  coward ; 
and  the  act  alluded  to,  if  evincing  cowardice,  im- 
plicates other  gentlemen  who  advised  the  course 
ne  adopted,  and  surely  the  honorable  member 
will  not  say  they  too  are  cowards. 

I  will  notice  another  remark  of  the  honorable 
gentleman.  He  said  that  invading  Canada,  the 
cornfields,  wigwams,  and  hunting  grounds  of  the 
Indians,  justify  the  employment  of  them,  to  da- 
fend  their  righto  and  homes.  What,  sir,  were  they 
defended  at  Detroit,  at  Fort  Meigs^  the  River 
Raisin,  Buffalo,  dbe.,  where  the  Indian  tore  the 
scalp  from  the  bleeding  captive^  before  the  toma- 
hawk had  terminated  bis  sufferings! 

Mr.  Chairman,  here  lies  the  great  misfortune 
under  which  our  country  groans :  everything  this 
Qovernment  does  is  condemned  in  language  of  the 
bitterest  invective.  No  considerations  of  country 
can  stay  the  wrath  of  iu  opponento.  On  the  other 
hand,  every  act  the  enemy  commits  is  justified  or 
palliated.  Nothings- not  the  dying  |[roans  of  the 
aged  and  helpless,  nor  the  cries  of  violated  inno- 
cence— can  excite  their  displeasure  against  the 
enemy.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Shrffit)  says  this  censure  is  all  ri^t ;  it  will 
do  no  harm  to  arraign  Administration  if  its  mear 
sures  are  wise  and  proper.  Do  gentlemen  per- 
ceive the  tendency  of  tnis  argument?  It  is  caU 
eulated  to  discredit  themselves  with  the  people, 
when  they  are  even  right.  Having  avowed  their 
principles  of  action,  and  so  often  been  driven 
from  the  lu  tenable  ground  they  have  occupied, 
they  will  not  be  able  to  make  the  people  listen  to 
them.  Gkeat  Britain  teaches  us  a  valuable  lesson 
on  this  point.  They  have  unanimously  resolved 
to  carry  on  the  war  against  us,  although  they  all 
know,  and  many  of  their  distinguished  statesmen 
have  avowed,  they  are  in  the  wrong.  While  here^ 
every  attempt  is  made  to  degrade  the  Gtovern* 
ment.  to  destroy  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  and 
snatch  from  the  gallant  soldier  the  meed  of  praise ; 
for  in  this  Hall,  during  this  session,  it  has  been 
affirmed  that  ^  necessity  and  vice  were  the  only 
stimulants  to  enlistment."  Why,  Pitt  and  Fox, 
and  Barr6,  have  done  the  same  in  England,  sav  the 
gentlemen.  Sir,  I  reject  the  English  precedents 
altogether,  as  not  suited  to  a  Government  elective 
as  ours  b.  I  deny  the  application  of  them,  if  they 
were  admissible.  When  these  men  stood  np  aa 
the  champions  of  liberty  against  the  tyranny  of 
the  Ministry,  which  our  fathers  nobly  and  sne*- 
cessfully  resisted,  they  plead  the  cause  of  the 
American  colonies  against  usurpation.  The  fet- 
tera  of  slavery  had  been  foiged  for  us ;  the  eorda 
with  which  they  had  bound  us  were  drawn  tighter 
every  day.  But,  Sampson*s  hair  was  then  un- 
shorn, and,  when  he  put  forth  his  strength^hey 
fell  from  his  arms  like  slender  threads.  They 
opposed  a  wicked  invasion  of  our  rights ;  and  if 
the  same  men  were  now  living,  and  their  princi- 
ples were  not  changed,  wcvshould  perceive  a  sim- 
ilar opposition  to  the  subsequent  invasions.  Are 
the  causes  similar?  Do  we  attack  the  nnqnea- 
tionable  righto  of  England  ?  Are  we  attempting 
the  destruction  of  her  commerce  and  enslavement 
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of  her  seamen  ?  No,  sir,  we  are  defending  the 
great  rights  of  this  new,  but  wonderful  people, 
whose  high  destiny  cannot — will  not — brook  the 
lawless  encroachments  of  any  nation.  (Gentle- 
men pressing  the  example  of  England,  say,  "  the 
Tories,  when  in  power,  were  patriots  in  opposi- 
tion ;  tnat  there  is  no  other  difference  among  men 
than  a  change  of  situation  produces."  I  regard 
this  as  a  precious  confession.  It  amounts  to  no 
less  than  an  admission  that  they  are  engaged  in 
a  mere  scramble  for  power ;  and  if  in  power,  they 
would  pursue  our  course.  Yes,  I  beliere  they 
would.  Sir,  the  party  who  hate  so  often  mani- 
fested an  extreme  sensibility  at  the  outrages  they 
witnessed,  while  in  power,  have  given  a  pledge 
to  the  nation  that  its  rights  would  not  be  pros- 
trated by  submission  to  British  encroachments. 
"  Our  arms  have  failed,  (say  gentlemen.)  What  is 
the  cause  of  it  1  The  lault  lies  not  at  the  door  of 
Opposition.''  Yes,  sir,  I  admit  they  hare  failed 
in  some  memorable  instances ;  but  I  insist  that 
the  Opposition  hare  been  the  cause  of  failure. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  are  a  thinking, 
calculating  people.  They  are  accustomed  to  con- 
fide their  interests  to  men  of  their  choice,  whose 
candor  and  veracity  are  not  questioned  by  them. 
They  will  not  go  with  the  Government,  unless 
actuated  by  the  impulses  of  their  opinions.  It  is 
not  sufficient  that  tne  Government  nare  declared 
war  i  they,  too,  require  to  be  convinced  of  its  pro- 
priety. With  this  general  temper— and  it  is  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  characteristics  of  free  Govern- 
ment— look  to  the  means  which  have  been  pursued 
by  Opposition  ever  since  war  was  inevitable  The 
leaders  have  excited  the  people  to  distrust  us; 
*^  trifles  light  as  air"  were  adduced  and  urged  as 
confirmations  strong  as  proofs  of  Holy  Writ. 
Their  favorite  presses  diffused  the  poison  far  and 
wide,  but  the  antidote  was  never  administered  by 
them  to  the  people.  I  will  venture  to  predict  that 
the  address  of  their  leaders  will  prevent  many  of 
the  people  from  ever  hearing  tnat  the  charges 
imputing  the  Russian  mediation  to  the  fraud  and 
trick  of  the  Administration  has  recoiled  upon  its 
authors.  As  soon  as  war  was  declared,  these  lead- 
ers entered  their  protest  against  it,  in  which  they 
said  that  we  had  no  cause  of  war,  and  impeached 
the  motives  of  the  majority  who  declared  war. 
The  clergy  of  these  gentlemen's  party  responded 
to  their  accusations  that  there  was  no  cause  of 
war,  and  that  it  was  an  immoral  and  unjust  one. 
Their  Governors  denounced  us  for  ^  fighting 
against  the  land  of  our  fathers,  and  the  bulwarK 
of  our  religion."  They  all  proclaimed  that  Great 
Britain  was  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world,  and 
endeavored  to  enlist  our  sympathies  in  her  favor. 
When  we  said  to  Great  Britain,  first  do  us  jus- 
tice before  you  demand  our  sympathy ;  do  not 
attack  America  because  yon  are  fighting  France ; 
the  partisans  of  England  replied,  you  are  under 
French  influence.  The  citizen  was  dissuaded 
from  entering  into  your  army :  it  was  said,  if  he 
spilt  the  bloc^  of  the  enemy  in  this  war,  he  would 
become  a  murderer.  When  money  was  solicited 
on  loans,  a  venerable  gentleman,  now  a  member 
of  this  House,  said  it  would  be  wicked  to  lend 


money ;  he  threatened,  also,  that  the  money 
not  be  repaid — that  the  honor  of  the  Ch>v< 
did  not  require  a  repayment.     A.  momt  i 
izing  sentiment, striking  at  the  loundatioasf 
Government:  iu  basis  is  national  faith,  u 
that  destroys  that,  dissolves  the  Oo^emnea 

I  ask.  sir,  how  stands  the  fundi  da^  syateat 
all  recollect  the  history  of  that  Defarioos 
tion.  The  soldier's  necessities,  in  the  po 
your  Government,  had  compelled  him  toseU 
scrip  at  2$.  Get.  in  the  pound.  The  s; 
came  with  it  into  the  Congressioaal  Hdl, 
voted  to  give  himtelf  the  full  nomioal 
The  discrimination  proposed,  which  secanrf 
the  soldier  a  part  of  the  funded  dehc,  and  tk 
idue  to  the  speculator,  was  rejected,  and  k 
tired  to  the  haunts  of  povertv  and  vrretcl 
to  drag  out  the  remainder  of  a  miserable 
rendered  miserable  by  the  injustice  of  his 
try.  Yet,  with  a  knowledge  of  these 
man  dared  to  propose  extinguishing^  the  itk 
created,  but  ^  an  honest  payment  of  ii,i» 
last  dollar.  This  doctrine,  which  resolieir 
faith  of  the  nation  into  the  expediency  <f<it 
measure  that  authorized  the  expenditure,  an » 
served  for  the  pretended  disciples  of  WiSBMi 
TON,  and  its  application  to  the  payment  oTsM 
created  by  the  Government  in  its  ttnggk"^ 
maintain  the  principles  of  the  ReTolaiioa  agiiA 
the  attacks  of  the  same  enemy  who  prodoeed  iC 

Sir,  the  sinews  of  war  are  men  and  money. 
The  Government  appeals  to  the  pntrioiisB  aai 
interest  of  the  people  for  those  aids — ihef  suai- 
late  enlistments.  The  last,  particularly,  openia 
upon  the  money  lenders ;  for,  if  it  were  ptCfHt- 
ism  alone  that  influenced  them,  they  wooid  Mt 
ask  any  interest,  or  at  most  six  per  cent.,  vM 
is  the  general  scale  of  legal  interest;  all  beytai 
that,  in  legal  acceptation,  is  usury.  And,  biv 
can  you  expect  that  men  who  are  induced  1^^ 
sent  interest,  and  ultimate  security  for  the  priki* 
pal,  will  lend  money,  when  the  leaders  of  Oppoa- 
tion  make  them  believe  that  they  are  sureof  ^tuf 
possession  of  the  reins  of  Governmcnc  sooa,  tsi 
will  sponge  out  the  debt? 

These  gentlemen  say  the  people  are  t^in^ 
you,  and  that  is  in  part  the  cause  of  your  fwtit 
when  we  ask  why  are  they  against  us?— dM^ 
say,  you  prove  yourselves  enemies  to  comneice^ 
you  carry  on  an  unjust,  offensive  war — yoaait 
unable  to  manage  a  war,  and  we  prophesied  J9U 
failure.  Mr.  Chairman,  no  propheia  arcaetiK 
as  those  who  effect  their  predictions-^nooe  iR 
so  dangerous  as  those  who  endeavor  to  effset 
them ;  rather  than  be  coavict^  of  false  proptioyt 
they  would  see  their  country  humbled,  iu  ri^^ 
invaded,  its  liberties  destroyed. 

But  bow  are  the  people  against  us,  we  aaki 
Have  we  had  a  new  election  since  the  war,  u' 
acquired  increased  majorities  ?  Yes,  it  is  ii* 
swered,  you  have — but  it  was  the  force  of  party 
that  sustained  you.  Unfortunate  minority !  tk 
energies  of  party  are  always  against  you.  Toi| 
that  have  everything  to  gain  by  vigilance, in 
sleeping  at  your  posts,  while  the  great  majority 
who  apprehend  no  danger,  alone  are  vigiJaatt 
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«i  might  as  well  tell  me  that  the  lamb  is  Tigi- 
t  and  the  wolf  sleepetb. 
lac  we  wish  to  destroy^  commerce — and  bf  the 
nstitutioD  it  cannot  be  restricted.  This  is  a 
IT  notion.  These  sticklers  for  the  Constito* 
n,  daring  General  Washington's  Administra- 
n,  authorized  an  embargo;  to  be  continued,  to 
revoked,  and  renewed  at  his  will,  and  to  any 
tent  be  pleased;  yet  they  deny  us  the  power 
pass  a  law  definite  in  its  ubject  and  extent. 
Great  Britain,  we  are  told,  destroyed  our  com* 
*rce ;  it  kindled  the  fire  of  the  Revolution :  We 
sisted  then,  and  we  have  the  spirit  and  the 
eans  to  resist  now.  I  shall  not  reason  as  to  this 
reatened  resistance;  it  is  too  outrageous  to  be 
posed  by  reasoning.  Let  treason  rear  its  head, 
will  and  most  be  put  down  though  it  have  a 
ousaod  heads;  and  the  very  land  where  it  is 
cited  to  overt  acts,  will  furnish  the  means  abun* 
ntly ;  they  will  give  a  new  application  to  the 
▼oriie  sentiment  of  its  leaders,  and  they  will 
ostrate  the  monster,  ^^  peaceably  if  they  can, 
reibly  if  they  must." 

Sir,  the  threat  is  idle ;  those  who  use  it  neither 
ish  or  intend  its  execution;  the  commercial  in* 
tresis,  which  it  is  said  were  the  strong  advocates 
»r  the  Constitution,  will  not  favor  it  for  the  same 
rasons  that  then  influenced  them.     What-is  the 
ciarse  of  trade  and  commerce  in  this  country  ? 
'he  ship  owners  and  navigators  live  in-the  North 
ad  Sast — I  speak  as  to  the  great  mass  of  them — 
le  bulky  products,  the  principal  exports  of  the 
oantry,are  from  toe  South  and  West,  and  these 
roducts  are  carried  to  market  by  the  owners  of 
he  shipping.    Suppose,  in  a  state  of  separation, 
re  gave  England  a  monopoly  of  our  trade,  the 
ransportation  of  our  produce  to  a  market,  and 
he  exclusive  supply  of  foreign  merchandise.    I 
leed  not  give  you  a  picture  of  the  distress  and 
ttin  it  would  produce  to  them,  whilst  I  hazard 
ittle  in  saying  it  would  not  injure  us.    They 
CDow  this  as  well,  or  better  than  we  do ;  and  if 
Mtriotism  cannot  bind  them  to  the  Union,  in- 
lerest  will.    Is  it  pretended  that  our  efforts  in 
favor  of  free  trade  proceed  from  hostility  to  com- 
merce; and  that  the  destruction  of  it  by  Great 
Britain  before  the  Revolution  was  no  more  than 
we  practise?    Cannot  gentlemen  perceive  the 
distinction  between  regulating  commerce  by  a 
foreign  nation, and  by  their  own  Representatives? 
If  they  cannot  they  are  fit  tools  for  despotism 
and  unworthy  of  participating  in  the  blessmgs  of 
a  free  Government.   A  new  species  of  complaint 
seems  about  to  be  set  up — not  that  commerce  Is 
regulated  by  the  Congress;  but  that  men  pre- 
sume to  do  it  "who  never  saw  a  ship  through 
the  medium  of  the  eye.''    What,  are  we  to  be 
told  we  are  unfit  to  resist  the  usurpations  of  Bn- 
gland  unless  we  saw  the  vessels  and  cargoes  of 
our  merchants  captured  and  confiscated?  Cannot 
we  imagine  the  tyranny  of  impressment  unless 
we  see  the  prisoner  in  his  dungeon  ?    Will  gen- 
tlemen take  no  part  with  their  country  against 
the  cruelties  of  savage  warfare,  unless  they  see 
the  scalpiogs  and  butcheries  of  our  women  and 
children  ?    1  should  be  ashamed  of  the  argument, 


if  one  of  our  flat  boats  carrying  a  cargo  of  flour 
to  New  Orleans  had  been  seized  by  the  Spaniards 
when  they  owned  Louisiana,  and  the  crew  sent 
to  the  mines — if  one  of  my  Western  brethren  had 
gravely  told  this  House: — Gentlemen  you  cannot 
understand  this  outrage;  it  is  idle  and  wicked 
for  you  to  think  it  an  indignity  to  the  nation ; 
therefore,  it  is  improper  for  you  to  interfere  in  It, 
for  you  never  saw  a  flat  boat  through  the  medium 
of  the  eye. 

We  are  told,  sir,  that  Massachusetts  alone  could 
have  taken  Canada,  and  this  is  a  proof  that  the 
people  are  against  Os.  It  is  proof  of  an  alarm- 
ing character  when  the  energies  of  Government 
are  so  far  paralyzed  that  the  Union  cannot  effect 
what  one  of  the  States  could  if  it  were  not  for 
the  Opposition.  This  say  the  gentlemen,  is  all 
right,  Virginia  did  the  same,  she  invited  the  peo- 
ple to  meet  and  resist  the  Gk>vernment  of  the 
Union.  Virginia  has  been  often  misrepresented 
on  this  subject ;  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  facts 
were  not  better  understood  and  respected  in  rela- 
tion to  her  course.  When  the  Constitution  had 
been  infracted  by  the  passage  of  the  alien  and 
sedition  acts,  Virginia  addressed  the  States  aa 
parties  to  the  compact^  inviting  their  serious  at- 
tention and  Constitutional  co-operation ;  not  to 
violate  the  Constitution,  but  to  give  efficacy  to 
the  Constitution;  not  to  resist  these  laws  by 
force  and  violence,  but  to  effect  a  Constitutional 
repeal  of  them,  either  by  changing  the  represen- 
tation in  Congress^  or  ov  a  manly  remonstrance 
calculated  to  convince  the  Congress  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  their  opinions  and  produce  the  con- 
sequent adoption  of  those  opinions.  And  what 
was  the  conduct  of  the  States  except  Ken- 
tucky ?  What  was  the  language  of  the  party, 
then,  who  now  profess  a  regard  for  the  example 
of  Virginia  ?  They  denied  the  lawfulness  of  the 
course  taken  by  Virginia,  and  denied  it  too  not 
upon  a  question  of  expediency,  which  alone  is 
involved  by  the  act  declaring  war,  as  the  power 
is  not  denied,  but  a  question  embracing  a  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution.  Gentlemen  ad- 
vise us  to  desist  from  our  efforts  on  the  land,  aa 
Great  Britain  cares  not  for  Canada.  Sir,  they 
are  mistaken,  as  the  force  there  and  the  allusion 
to  it  by  the  British  Government  serve  to  show. 
Stop,  say  the  gentlemen,  your  war  on  the  land. 
Raue  an  army  to  defend  yourselves  alone — quit 
the  soil  where  you  have  the  power  to  conquer, 
and  go  to  sea  where  the  enemy's  force  is  all-pow- 
erful ;  do  all  this,  and  we  will  aid  you— after 
peace  in  one  line,  viz:  *' Peace  is  restored  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,"  and  we 
will  assist  you.  I  answer  the  (gentlemen,  we 
cannot  adopt  your  advice  to  obtain  your  assis- 
tance in  the  defence  which  yon  offer  in  behalf  of 
your  country.  "  Nan  tali  auxiliOj  nee  defensori- 
bus  istis  iempus  eget." 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  now  about  to  treat  of 
peace,  and  the  inquiry  which  each  one  puts  to 
himself  is,  shall  we  have  it  ?  I  say  yes,  because 
I  sincerely  wish  it,  and  we  easily  believe  what 
we  wish.  I  say  yes,  because  we  seek  it  in  the 
spirit  of  peace  and  justice.    I  say  yes,  because  the 
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only  pretext  which  Great  Britain  had  for  refasing 
to  make  peace  with  os  has  been  done  away ;  and 
I  will  also  sav,  if  we  fail  to  hare  peace,  the  Op- 
position will  be  the  cause.  The  hopes  of  the  Op- 
position for  the  possession  of  power,  so  ardently 
desired  by  them,  depend  on  war  alone  in  their 
opinion ;  and  ahhoogh  I  will  not  despair  of  my 
country  by  admitting  that  they  can  realize  their 
hopes,  even  though  the  war  shall  continne  for 
many  years,  yet  Great  Britain  has  been  taught 
to  believe  this  Opposition  is  a  majority  of  the 
people;  they  hare  been  repeatedly  advised  to 
discriminate  between  the  people  and  the  GoTern- 
ment ;  and  I  almost  fear  they  are  deluded  by  these 
pretences ;  if  so,  it  will  require  a  seren  yean 
drubbing  to  beat  John  Bull  into  his  senses.  It 
is  said  that  the  army  is  to  be  a  paper  operation, 
an  idle  threat,  and  Great  Britain  will  not  succumb 
to  threats  \  so  they  were  told  in  the  Revolution ; 
all  then  they  said  was  mere  threat,  and  they  must 
fight  us  into  submiiisioo.  I  differ  with  gentlemen 
as  to  the  true  policy  of  a  nation  at  war  whose 
Tiews  are  sincerely  pacific ;  while  it  ofiers  the 
olive  branch  in  one  hand,  it  should  grasp  the 
aword  in  the  other — not  to  threaten,  for  true  eour* 
age  disdains  to  utter  a  threat,  but  to  show  to  the 
enemy  that  it  iz  not  impelled  by  pusiilanimitv 
and  fear,  to  ask  for  the  blessings  of  peace.  Sucn 
a  nation  can  make  a  concession  if  it  please  with- 
out infringing  its  honor ;  like  a  brave  man  who 
extracts  praise  from  his  adversary  by  his  actions, 
which  if  adopted  by  a  coward  would  cover  him 
with  contempt.  If  we  fail  in  the  peace  mission, 
and  the  dispute  must  be  settled  by  the  sword 
alone,  we  shall  be  prepared  for  the  worst,  and, 
learning  wisdom  from  the  past,  we  shall  be  form- 
idable indeed  for  the  future;  then  "let  Greek 
meet  Greek,"  and  in  the  mighty  tug  of  war,  the 
conquered  will  preserve  his  honor.  Our  war 
measures  are  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  peace ;  we 
will  go  on  in  the  career  of  peace,  and  if  it  be  de« 
nied  to  justice,  it  will  be  yielded  to  force;  we 
will  fight  for  it,  notwithstanding  gentlemen  refuse 
their  co-operation.  The  plea  ofsome  is,  that  the 
Government  have  no  capacity  to  conduct  the 
war;  by  others,  that  they  have  not  and  cannot 
procure  the  means  of  conducting  it.  These  ar-> 
guments  are  at  variance  with  each  other.  When 
they  wish  to  prove  the  incapacitv  of  Administra- 
tion, they  say  the  means  within  their  control  have 
heen  adequate,  and  misapplied.  When  they  ar- 
raign theoi  for  extravagance,  they  tell  yon  the 
force  was  inconsiderable.  I  have  made  inquiries 
concerning  the  number  of  men  in  the  military 
service  for  the  first  year,  with  a  view  to  correct  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Shbffet)  as  to  the  enormous  cost  of  the  Army 
per  man— -and  I  find  that  we  had 

In  February,  1813, 18,000  regulars  I  average. 
In  December,  32,000     do.      \     25,000 

12  months  men,  an  average  of      -    -    6,000 
Militia  in  that  year,  average  •       -    -  30,000 

Total  men,        -       -    -  61,000 
Making  the  expenditure  about  $300  each  man, 


instead  of  $1000,  as  by  the  compatatioi  of  the 
gentleman. 

We  are  informed  however  by  hina  tkat  lea 
millions  of  dollars  are  due  for  Army  expeaso^ 
and  the  gentleman  pledges  himself  tbcre  are  at 
least  five  millions  due,  wcause.  as  he  says,  the 
claims  were  deferred  at  the  War  Office  (hai 
month  to  month,  in  consequence  of  a  mie  thtf 
limited  the  expenditure  in  each  monUi  tooae 
million  and  an  half;  and  hence,  in  the  scraaifak 
for  the  money,  many  claims  were  postpoaed  for 
no  other  cause  than  a  want  of  funds,  and  are  yet 
unpaid.  Therefore,  the  gentleman  says  he  hnx 
rif  ht  to  insist  that  the  expenditure  «  this  year 
will  double  the  appropriation.  Sir,  I  denv  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  in  tolo ;  and  i  fied 
authorized  to  assert  that  no  legal  claim,  pro|«ly 
authenticated,  has  been  presented  withovt  beiaf 
paid ;  besides  this,  advances  have  been  made  far 
the  recruiting  service,  and  for  the  Qjaartermi^ 
ter^s  department.  The  gentleman  seeaaed  la 
think  it  due  to  himself  to  specifj  some  ease,  and 
he  refers  to  the  claim  of  Virginia,  which  heaaya 
is  an  equiuble  claim  upon  the  Government.  I 
concur  in  the  opinion  as  to  the  chameter  of  ^ 
claim  of  our  State.  It  is  equiuble  beyottd  doek, 
and  the  admission  of  the  gentleman  that  it  is  not 
a  legal  one  is  fatal  to  hisargamcat,  bceanae  Gaa- 
gress  must  provide  for  it  before  the  War  Depart- 
ment can  apply  the  law.  Gentlemen  mst  aot 
content  with  refusing  to  us  the  means  of  aiterap»> 
ing  to  get  money ;  they  deny  oar  capacity  evea 
if  the  means  are  afibrded.  They  say  the  publie 
land  and  improved  lands  of  the  countryafiord  aa 
basis  for  the  capacity  of  borrowing.  The  capa* 
city  to  borrow  depends  first  upon  the  wealth  «f 
the  nation,  and  secondiv  upon  the  ability  of  the 
money-holders.  The  nrst  afibrds  a  sec«ritytt> 
the  lender  for  the  ultimate  payment  of  his  naooey; 
and  the  second,  the  means  of  borrowing.  The 
second  depends  too  essentially  upon  the  first  for 
its  existence,  for  the  wealth  of  individuals  in- 
creases the  wealth  of  the  nation.  The  public 
land,  therefore,  may  be  fairly  resorted  to  as  afibrd- 
ing  this  security,  if  it  were  not  ample  hesidaa. 
And  the  improved  land  of  the  country  is  thenn^ 
stantial  representative  of  the  floating  capital,  as 
well  as  the  solid  wealth  of  the  community. 

The  gentleman  says  we  have  reeortcd  to  on* 
pressive  measuies  to  create  a  capacity  to  lead; 
we  have  compelled  the  merchants  to  abandon 
commerce  that  we  may  have  the  use  of  their 
money ;  that  the  farmers  are  told,  because  they 
cannot  lend,  of  the  value  and  importance  of  en- 
gaging in  manufactories;  and  the  merchnnt&be- 
cause  they  can  lend,  that  manufactories  will  ha 
a  losing  business  for  them.  Sir,  the  argument  of 
my  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Eppeb)  has  not  bem 
fairly  treated.  He  said  nothing  like  this.  Speak- 
ing of  the  abilitv  of  the  communitv  to  lend,  he 
remarked,  that  the  merchants  would  inveac  their 
inactive  capital  in  the  funds,  in  order  that  when 
commerce  was  freed  from  the  impositions  af 
decrees  and  Orders  in  Council,  the  merchants 
would  be  enabled  to  withdraw  the  capital  thm 
invested,  and  employ  it  in  its  accustomed  ehan- 
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lel;  that  they  eonld  not,  with  equal  facility, 
change  its  destioatioa  from  objeet^  of  roanufac- 
uring  em  ploy  meat,  for  the  reasons  he  then  ^ave, 
md  they  were  certainly  conclusive.  My  friend 
aid  nothing  of  the  profits,  but  the  iuFestiture 
nerely.  As  to  the  character  of  our  measures,  if 
t  be  oppression  to  prevent  a  treasonable  inter- 
course with  the  enemy,  or  improvident  shipments 
if  property,  which  he  will  necessarily  obtain,  and 
vhieh  will  materially  strengthen  him  to  annoy 
IS.  I  admit  the  justice  of  the  charge.  I  shall  say 
lotbingof  the  motive  ascribed  by  the  gentleman, 
fie  says  Great  Britain  will  get  your  stock  to  the 
imoont  of  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty 
niUions,  and  this  should  be  avoided.  If  the  pre- 
liction  were  to  be  verified,  I  answer  agreed.  I 
lave  no  objection ;  it  will  be  a  lien  on  their  friend- 
ship, and  will  induce  the  wealthy  men  of  the  Ba- 
ton to  desire  a  state  of  peace,  and  therefore  to 
MTe  justice  done  to  us.  The  gentleman  denies 
hat  such  lending  by  British  subjects  will  add  to 
mr  capitaL  The  argument  he  uses  is  a  strange 
me— the  position  he  assumed  is  not  less  so.  The 
lapital  of  the  nation  is  cash,  if  you  please ;  and 
we  want  an  hundred  millions,  which  the  British 
end  us,  and  receive  our  paper.  Is  not  the  capital 
ncreased  one  hundred  millions?  No,  says  the 
^ntleman,  no  money  will  be  sent.  How  then,  I 
isk,  can  tfae^  buy  our  stock,  unless  the  balance  of 
rade  be  against  us  to  that  amount?  If  thebal- 
ince  of  trade  be  against  us  we  must  pav  that  bal- 
loce  in  specie,  and  it  will  be  immaterial  whether 
we  send  the  dollars  or  the  stock ;  so  that  it  will 
add  eventually  to  the  amount  of  our  capital  by 
retaining  the  money  if  about  to  go  abroad,  or  by 
fitting  money  if  bo  remittances  shall  become 
necessary.  It  will  draw  out,  says  the  gentleman, 
»ix  or  nine  millions  aAnuallv;  this  is  admitted; 
but  whenever  an  individual  aods  it  necessary  for 
the  purposes  of  improving  his  estate  to  borrow 
money,  be  will  add  greatly  to  its  value,  although 
he  must  pay  interest  on  the  money  he  receives. 
Mr.  Chairman,  gentlemen  take  great  umbrage 
ftt  the  charge  of  *"  factious  opposition"  to  Qov* 
trnmeni ;  even  when  found  opposing  the  wisest 
measures,  which  depend  for  their  support  on  pub- 
lic opinion,  and  are  maintained  upon  ground  sus- 
ceptible of  demonstration ;  and  they  tell  us  the 
majority  are  a  faction.  Sir,  the  true  definition 
of  Action  is  not  the  spirit  of  the  head  but  its 
members — a  real  majority  cannot  be  a  faction ; 
there  may  be,  by  possibility,  an  accidental  pre- 
ponderance of  a  minority  for  a  season,  and  if  so, 
It  is  properly  speaking  a  faction ;  but  if  we  look 
to  the  examples  of  the  wisest  nations  of  antiquity, 
we  find  no  instances  of  an  actual  majority  com- 
bining or  effecting  the  destruction  of  the  country, 
which  was  always  the  tendenoy  and  result  of 
Action.  Qreece,  for  example,  under  its  head  was 
irresistible.  But  the  factions  began  to  operate  on 
the  members  of  the  Confederacy ;  jealousies,  in- 
testine commotions,  grew  out  of  their  intrigues, 
and  the  States  were  stimulated  by  Philip  to  civil 
war ;  and  what  the  power  of  Xerxes  could  not 
effect  by  his  armies  when  Greece  was  united, 
was  produced  by  a  factious  spirit  in  the  States, 


beneath  which  the  grandeur  and  glory  of  the  Re- 
public fell.  The  example  of  Qreece  is  folly  in 
our  Tiew,  and  the  same  cause,  the  spirit  of  fac- 
tion in  the  members,  if  it  triumph  over  the  patri- 
otism of  the  people,  will  assuredly  precipitate  us 
into  similar  destruction.    For  the  safety  of  m 


country  and  the  last  hopes  of  liberty  on  earth 


I 

pray  that  this  great  national  calamity  may  be  for* 
ever  averted. 

Mr.  Jaokson  was  followed  by  Mr.  Sbiphebb, 
of  New  York,  who  occupied  the  floor  till  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment,  without  conduding  his 
speech  in  reply. 


Fbioay,  February  18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jbnii imos,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency uf  so  amending  the  act  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served 
in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash,"  as  to  make 
provision,  by  law,  for  compensating  those  indi- 
viduals whose  horses  died  or  were  rendered  use- 
len  in  coneequence  of  wounds,  received  in  the 
battle  on  the  Wabash,  or  whose  property  was  de- 
stroyed in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. 

Mr.  RiOBABOsoN,  of  Massachusetts,  laid  upon 
the  table  the  following  resolution : 

lUtohedf  That  the  Conimittee  on  Naval  Afiain  be 
directed  to  inquirs  into  the  expedient  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  appointment  of  Admirals  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on  Mr. 
Kelly's  petition,  contesting  the  election  of  T. 
K.  Habris.  a  member  from  Tennessee ;  which, 
after  some  discussion,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kek- 
NEDY,  of  North  Carolina,  again  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

THB  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  again  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr*  Shipbebo.  of  New  York,  concluded  his 
apeech  against  tne  Administration  and  its  mea- 
sures ;  the  whole  of  which  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  If  my  honorable  friend  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Hanson,)  as  he  observed,  felt  the 
task  too  great  to  follow  the  gentlemen,  who  had 
so  fully  and  so  ably  discussed  the  subject  before 
the  Committee,  I  trust  and  hope  that  a  recollec- 
tion of  what  has  transpired  since,  as  well  as  be- 
fore he  made  the  remark,  will  be  a  sufficient  apol- 
ogy in  the  mind  of  the  Committee,  if  the  argu- 
ment should  droop  in  my  possession.  If,  air,  a 
^nitts  that  irradiates  and  embellishes  whatever 
It  touches,  approached  the  great  and  momentous 
question  with  awe,  surely  you  will  readily  pro- 
nounce a  lenient  judgment  upon  the  exertions  of 
the  humble  intellect,  that  engages  in  this  contest 
with  fearful  emotions;  that  from  no  passion  to  de- 
claim, no  vanity  of  public  show  enters  the  list, 
but  from  a  deep  sense,  a  solemn  conviction,  that 
the  bill  on  your  table  is  a  measure  replete  with 
ruinous  tendencies  to  the  best  interests  of  this 


Um  mSTORT  OF  C0R6SB88.  1501 


Mmi£  .X^BBB  ^HiL  VaBWAK^Ts  JBs^ 


FirsL    Bf 
be  Smkat;  aa^  al-    laccunioa  wita 

lac  errdu  ci , 
k  aoc  Bf  object.  I  ikail    If  cxaib^tfaarpwRtf ; 
Toar  aucaiioa  waile  the  aa-    hrr  ptodmtx  a  icn^i 
af  coaicadia^  fa  aif  a 

1^  daa^er  of  giwimg  ^' 
ie a^voeato  of  tk»  bi.L    Aad.  sir,  ba- 
atieauoa  is  calM  lo  tbe  qaestioa 
aa^er  coasi^cntioa.  1  shall  ask  per- 
aodcc  a  few  iiBiihi.  naie  aa  the 
bf  a  geatlfia  firaai  Sank  Onoliaa. 
(llr.  M camz.)  vIms  1  vcrf  aiacb  ropect  for    tW 
btf  caWats  aa4  latcfritf .  mmi  wbo  ia  4cbaia 
acwci,  if  sf  daitiiae  was  eancct,  mmd  the  aa-    at 
jjaesafibecanh  ibaali  ail  a^opc  ii,  tbere  woaM        Sir.  ao  airiaa  oa^fct 
he  aa  mmn  wan ;  aa4  bacawe  tbetc  way  aoc    f  oad  ibac  wmm,  lor  the  ii 
ke,  iaftnri  that  I  awt  he  iacarieu ;  aai   the    it  caa  pledge  a  fvad 
tphasv  waei  bf  that  ^tatkiaaa  criaccd  .  the  schpL  aai  oot  af 
iph  he  felt  ia  a  sappoaei  rictorf  over  his  '  paid.    Bf  sa  doiaf 
it.  who  had  advaaced  opiaioas  ag^aiaa    ^w  iatncrt.    ThoH 
aa  Which  depeadid  the  salratioa  of  thb    too  aiach  like  f  oar  Ufi 
Sir.  the  ccajr^aeaccj  drawa  froai  waj    ther  affbtd  ao  secantr 
aivadaiuediabecomeL  There  would    be  iaMrated  la  the  perfc 
waf%  if  all  aatioas  adopted  what  has    are  poor  staf ;  bat  if 

bf  se  as  the  oalf  trae  doetrioe.  '  be  srcared.  foar  tfock  900  iaio  the  haads  of  tab- 

Aad  what  ihca?  Thca.  sir.  ihoe  woald  he  -  staatial  capitalists  at  a  imii  price,  aad  fo«r  credit 
peace!  Dreadfal  dilfia !  Waat  aa  aapardoa-  is  kept  food.  Bat.  sir,  fo  aa  la  this  wm^  a  little 
able  heretic  the  mam  awt  be,  that  shall  reatare  ;  looker,  with  f oar  laws  to  haiiaa,  aad  the  good 
to  ■■iaiiia  aa  airaaMat  ia  ^ror  of  priaeiplcsw '  £uch  of  GorctaaKat  ihc  oalf  pledge;  aad  aca  af 
which  are  aot  aalf  coansaeat  with  the  preeepcs  !  capital  wiil  keep  aloof  fraas  foor  paper;  aad  if  it 
af  the  Chmciaa  religioa,  baL  if  adopted,  woald  r  sells  at  ail  it  will  go  laio  the  haads  of  that  elaa 
pat  aa  cad  to  haaaa  baicherf  ,  aad  desirof  the  1  ai  citinas  who  are  ever  rcadf  la  risk,  aot  their 
Militarf  ptofryiioa  altogetiier  !  I  was  aot  iasea-  capital,  hariag  aoaa,  bat  their  pniiMal  respoaa- 
sible  of  the  risk  which  was  raa.  ia  aMkio^  the  '  bilitf «  bf  bafia^  ia,  below  whatever  is  hoped  aMf 
naiaiks  that  prorokcd  the  ar^oieat  aeauooed. !  rise  to  par.  Cu  geatlf  ea  fed  willia^  that  the 
It  was  expected  that  aefohscrraiioas  woald  draw  .  pablic  paper  shall  be  baadicd  ahaat  thtoafh  the 
vpoa  warn  the  saeer  aad  scoff  of  the  sceptic,  aad  t  haads  of  aapnaciplcd  awa,  whofse  toach  ooa- 
pcrhaps  the  ceasare  c4  wmeu  who  reaiataia  that  !  taaiiaates.  biigbts«  aad  witheni  Tha  boaas  to 
wais  are  salotarf .  aad  tcad  to  iaprove  the  caa-  •  be  firea  for  tais  loaa  is  aat  hailed  ;  it  is  left  to 
diiioa  of  «aa.  bat  it  was  aot  expected  thehoaor-  .  the  discretioa  of  faar  agcat.  He  saf  sell  f oar 
able  featleaMa  woald  hare  piodaced  each  ao  { stock  at  a  discoaat.  which,  of  itscU;  waold  be 
affaareat  as  he  tfid.  ]  praatf  of  baakraptcf.    There  caaaot  he  bat  oae 

Sir.  I  4m  maaai  rdigioosif  believe  the  tiaie  is  |  coaseqoeace  of  soch  iaiprovideace  the  raia  of 
aot  lar  distaat.  whea  the  cbrioa  of  war  will  five  •  f  oar  credit;  aad  if  feaileaiea  expect  to  caaiiaae 
plaee  10  the  voice  of  peace,  aad  the  anas  of  the  t  the  war,  aad  satisff  iu  cxifcaeiesy  bf  teoifliaf 
warrior  will  forai  the  ptoofhshare  aad  praaiag- 1  the  capidity  of  Jews  or  aotenhaviaf  spaealMori) 
hook  ai  the  hasbaadana;  whea  the  aatioas  of  bf  fiviof  ciaht.  tea,  aad  perhaps ifteea  per  ceal. 
the  earth  shall  becase  brethrea,  aad  be  linked  ia  i  iaierest.  or  it  thef  expect  to  bonow  of  thore  who 
the  ehaia  of  aicctioa.  Is  there  a  featleaiaa  ia  ■  borrow  of  the  baaks  to  lead  thes — bonow  atlow 
thk  Iloat  that  cooid  rcfret  the  approach  of  the  j  to  lead  oa  high  iateteit — they  aiast  also  expect 
happf  tiare?  Is  there  a  beoevoleat  heart  ia  God's  i  that  their  war  will  be  short;  aad,  short  as  it  OMf 
aaivcrre  bat  wooid  ihroo  with  jof.  if  the  dawa  j  be,  loafer  thaa  the  resoarecs  which  are  to  sapplf 


af  taat  propiiioas  daf  was  befioaiaf  to  bless  oar 
wor^d  7  Thos  aach  for  the  arfasent  of  the  boa 
ataUe  fcatleaaa ;  aad  aow,  Mr.  CbairBaa,  f oa 
ii  have  aif  leaaoas  afainst  the  bill  aa  f oar 


lif  opponfioo  to  that  bill  does  aot  consist 
whoiif  la  the  idea,  that  it  is  avowed  to  be  a 


it  with  BicaasL  Aad  if  aaf  oae  expecu  a  favor- 
able resalt,  he  vast  feed  his  iaM^natioa  oa 
dreanss  that  will  never  he  realixed. 

Saf  what  f  00  will,  sir,  of  tbesoaadaess  of  poblie 
faith  and  hoaestf ,  let  the  pobiic  be  ileprived  of  the 
OMaas  of  paviaf ,  and  how  will  their  creditors  be 
atisfiedt    Thef  will  not  take  thetr  paf  in  pab- 
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ic  faith.  Honesty, however  Talaabie. with  means, 
s  of  no  jioiportance  to  the  creditor  withoat. 
tfoney  lenders  wish  "  to  touch  something  solid." 
3i7e  them  a  guarantee,  and  you  save  the  bonus} 
rou  save  your  credit;  you  save  every  way. 

Should  this  bill  pass,  sir,  and  your  stock  not  be 
mrchased  at  all,  the  public  credit  would  suffer 
tztremely — the  stock  of  the  other  loans  will  sink, 
o  the  ruin  of  the  owners.  Well,  sir,  is  there  no 
langer  of  such  an  event;  or  do  gentlemen  flatter 
hemselves  that  they  can  go  on  forever  borrowing 
DoneVy  without  a  cent  to  pay  it — without  any 
und  from  whence  it  can  hereafter  be  drawn  ? 
f  they  do  they  must  be  disappointed;  hi^h  inter- 
st  must  lose  its  influence  where  there  is  ^reat 
langer  that  neither  that  or  the  principal  will  be 
laid.  There  is  another  evil  much  to  be  dreaded 
rom  these  loans,  bottomed  on  public  faith.  If 
hey  are  taken  up  they  endanger  the  banks ;  this 
iffect  has  already  been  produced  with  those  from 
vhich  the  money  for  the  former  loans  was  drawn ; 
listrust  excited  vigilance,  and  hence  the  specie 
i  the  Union  was  suddenly  put  in  motion.  Let 
me  bank  of  extensive  business  fail,  and  the  whole 
Qoneyed  world  would  tremble  like  an  earthquake. 

It  is  said  we  can  pay  the  interest  of  our  loans, 
iDd  the  principal  may  lie  unpaid  for  a  long  time. 
^y  what  means,  sir,  is  this  interest  to  be  paid  ? 
four  commerce,  from  whence  you  derived  a 
irincely  revenue,  is  no  more.  With  your  wars, 
ion-intercourses,  non-importations,  and  embar- 
goes, you  have  dried  up  the  abundant  sources  of 
ncome.  It  is  true,  notwithstanding  t|^e  silly,  un- 
latural,  and  ruinous  experiments  which  have 
)een  made  with  the  commerce  of  the  Union,  by 
:he  vigor  of  its  Constitution,  by  the  abundant 
^rength  it  had  acquired  under  Federal  nurture, 
il though  smitten  and  wounded,  it  still  was  ena- 
>led  to  feed  the  mouth  that  traduced,  and  fill  the 
tiand  that  smote  it.  The  last  bold  and  deadly 
9I0W  has  ended  its  existence;  all  hopes  of  reve- 
lue  from  this  once  productive  source  must  be 
ibandoned ;  our  last  suicidal  act  has  accomplished 
Lhe  great  object — not  of  starving  the  enemy,  but 
of  impoverishing  ourselves. 

England,  say  gentlemen,  borrows  money,  and 
vet  their  credit  is  not  impaired.  Yea,  sir,  Eng- 
land borrows  money  without  jeopardizing  her 
credit;  and,  if  we  would  learn  wisdom  by  exam- 
ple, we  mij^ht  do  the  same.  Too  proud  to  copy, 
we  prefer  a  new  policy,  although  engendered  in 
moon-smitten  brains,  to  the  old,  which  experience 
has  consecrated.  England  cherishes  her  com- 
merce, and,  in  time  of  war,  so  far  from  abandon- 
ing, she  doubles  her  patronage,  convoys  her  ves- 
sels to  the  most  distant  climes,  bestows  every 
needed  assistance,  and,  as  a  remuneration,  the 
Governmental  coners  are  filled  with  money.  We 
might  have  done  the  same,  and  we,  toOj  should 
be  amply  indemnified.  But  no,  we  will  only 
imitate  England  in  her  worst  examples-^exam- 
ples  of  folly — and  instead  of  adopting  those  which 
would  have  a  beneficial  effect,  in  order  to  make 
all  of  a  piece,  we  must  have  all  wrong. 

Will  gentlemen  venture  a  system  of  taxation, 

commensurate    with    the    constantly    accruing 
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claims  fur  interest  and  instalments  of  their  nu- 
merous and  large  debts?  Sir.  the  people  will 
not  submit  to  the  unusual  and  oppressive  burdens 
which  taxation,  equal  to  the  object,  would  im- 
pose. Tbev  will  seek  in  vain  for  a  cordial  com- 
pliance with  such  heavy  requisitions,  in  the  pat- 
riotism and  loyalty  of  its  citizens.  Such  expec- 
tations from  a  free  people,  lonff  exempted  from 
burdens,  must  arise  in  a  mistaken  opinion,  that 
the  patriotic  spirit  which  animates  the  body  pol- 
itic IS  superhuman.  I  do  not  mean  to  doubt  either 
the  patriotism  or  loyalty  of  my  coontrvmen  in  a 
reasonable  degree ;  bull  beseech  gentlemen  not 
to  calculate  for  too  much. 

Love  of  country  must  and  will  depend  upon 
the  reciprocation  of  benefits  by  the  rulers  of  the 
countrjr.  Do  well  by  vour  citizens,  if  you  intend 
to  obtain  a  prompt  and  effectual  support.  Prove, 
sir,  by  your  measures,  a  sincere  desire  to  perpe- 
tuate the  blessings  of  liberty,  and  protect  the  in- 
terest of  jrour  country,  and  you  vyill  then  find  in 
the  affectionate  liberality  of  the  people  means  to 
answer  all  the  exigencies  of  Government.  You 
mav  for  a  while  delude  them,  and  by  your  slight 
of  hand,  your  legerdemain^  impose  upon  the  un- 
derstanding of  the  majority,  but  the  moment 
your  trick  is  discovered,  you  must  be  treated  like 
other  impostors,  with  tbieir  execration,  if  you  ven- 
ture to  deceive  them. 

Let  us  now,  sir,  suppose  our  means  to  secure 
the  payment  of  all  these  loans  were  ample,  and 
thereby  our  credit  was  at  par;  where  can  be  the 
policy  of  loading,  not  only  the  present,  but  unborn 
generations  with  debt?    If  we  profess  so  much 

f«triotism,  let  us  evince  it  by  our  practice,  act 
ike  wise  and  prudent  politicians,  sacredly  regard 
the  high  trusts  the  people  have  placed  in  our 
hands  for  themselves  and  their  posterity.  Let  us 
beware  we  do  not  attach  to  our  memories  the 
curses  of  those  who  are  to  follow  us.  The  bane- 
ful effects  of  these  indiscreet  acts  may  be  felt  for 
centuries,  and  honesty  and  common  philanthropy 
forbid  experiments  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
the  future  men  of  the  union.  Sir,  we  are  loudly 
admonished  to  hesitate  and  reflect  well  before  we 
plunffe  down  the  precipice.  As  we  value  and 
would  cherish  the  union  of  the  Staten,  cling  to 
the  Constitution,  and  preserve  the  country  from 
revolution  and  civil  war,  it  behooves  us  to  avoid 
loading  the  nation  with  debt.  The  example  of 
Great  Britain  would  be  dangerous  to  follow  in 
this  respect ;  the  different  nature  of  her  Gh>vern- 
ment  renders  those  examples  hazardous  to  be 
pursued.  The  unity  of  her  Government,  its  con- 
solidated strength,  enables  her  to  bear  vastly  more 
than  this  nation  will  ever  consent  to  stand  under; 
divided  into  separate  States,  any  four  or  ^^%  of 
which  might  form  a  General  Qovernment,  only 
load  the  people,  until  they  stagger  with  the  weight, 
and  they  will  throw  off  their  burden  and  seek 
their  emancipation,  by  cutting  the  bands  which, 
thouffh  once  pleasant,  will  then  be  thought  intol- 
erable. And,  sir,  the  debt  will  be  more  odious 
when  the  inducements  to  create  it  are  remember- 
ed. It  requires  but  common  sagacity  to  perceive, 
that  when  the  factious  necessity  of  loans  ana 
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taxes  shall  be  discorered,  the  eDthosiasm  of  tbe 
momeot  shall  retire,  sober  refleetion  resonie  the 
stand,  that  it  will  be  known  with  what  prodigal- 
ity the  iDOoey  of  the  nation  has  been  lartsbed, 
and  how  causelessly  it  has  been  inrolved  in  debt. 
The  people  mast  sooner  or  later  learn  that  the 
surplus  fruits  of  severe  labor  will  be  required 
gradually  to  diminish  that  debt.  An  elevated 
sense  of  justice  and  moral  obligation  alone  will 
Chen  induce  them  to  drudge  on  through  life,  de- 
prived of  the  comforts,  luxuries,  and  elegancies, 
to  cancel  the  obligations  of  folly,  and  redeem  the 
pledges  of  profligacy,  made  in  the  delirium  of  re- 
sentmeot,  and  goaded  on  by  the  thirst  of  revenue, 
for  injuries  which  existed  more  in  the  heat  of  dis- 
tempered fancy  than  in  reality ;  more  especially 
as  it  will  be  known  on  what  disadvantageous 
terms  the  debt  has  been  contracted.  Certainly, 
sir,  if  we  dispassionately  examine  this  subject,  we 
shall  and  ought  to  fear  that  the  people,  rather 
than  be  doomed,  with  their  descendants,  to  pav 
what  was  at  least  indiscreetly  contracted,  will 
barter  their  Union  for  a  release  in  full,  and  aban- 
don their  creditors,  obligations,  allegiance,  and 
Union,  by  one  bold  stroke. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  all  that  has  been  said  is  un* 
substantial,  yet  there  is  another  ground  which 
certainly  is  tenable;  and  although  the  reasons 
which  may  be  offered  shall  fail  to  convince  tbe 
advocates  of  the  bill  of  their  error,  they  will  at 
least  leave  the  consoling  impression  on  my  mind 
that  they  ought  to  convince;  and,  therefore,  I 
have  dischar^  my  duty  in  offering  them  to  the 
Committee. 

This  money,  if  borrowed,  is  to  be  appropriated 
to  tbe  further  prosecution  oj^an  unjust,  impolitic, 
and  unhallowed  war;  if,  therefore,  I  had  no  other 
objection,  I  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  consistent 
with  my  feelings ;  and  I  design  to  vote  for  no 
measnre  which  is  avowed  an  auxiliary  to  the  war. 

Mr.  Chairman,  possessing  the  feelings  and  views 
of  this  subject  that  I  do,  I  need  not  examine  the 
•causes  of  the  war.  On  a  former  occasion,  I  at- 
tempted to  prove  that  no  cause  could  justify  an 
offensive  war;  be  the  cause,  therefore,  what  it 
inajr,  I  will  not  len^i  my  aid  to  continue  its  prose- 
•cution.  I  shall  only  here  remark,  that  the  prin- 
•cipal  cause  alleged  ceased  directly"  after  the  war 
was  declared ;  when  the  news  arrived,  the  people 
flattered  themselves  with  deceptive  hopes,  that 
<he  Administration,  being  governed  by  the  prin- 
ciples that  generally  actuate  public  men,  would 
have  put  an  end  to  hostilities  before  much  blood 
was  sned.  But  as  one  cause  is  taken  away,  ano- 
ther, which  was  esteemed  of  far  less  consequence, 
is  made  to  possess  vast  importance.  The  im- 
pressment of  seamen  is  now.  as  has  been  almost 
froni  the  beginning,  the  ostensible  cause  of  hos- 
tilities. Here,  sir,  I  wish  to  be  understood  as  say- 
ing, that  in  every  instance  where  our  native  sea- 
men have  been  impressed,  I  join  the  minority  in 
pronouncing  the  deed  execrable,  and  the  perpe- 
trators or  abettors  deserving  of  severe  punish- 
ment. And  as  much  as  any  man,  I  f^el  the 
strongest  indignation  towards  men  so  lost  to  a 
sense  of  humaniiy  and  common  justice.    I  have 


before  said,  and  now  say,  if  tbe  eril  exists,  the 
Government  have  been  remiss  in  omitci|ig  to  pro- 
vide a  sufficient  maritime  force  to  eoovoy  <Mr 
vessels,  and  resist  the  aggressions.  However,  lei 
it  be  remembered  that  tbe  British  GorerBBxat 
pretend  to  no  such  right;  they  justify  no  sack 
conduct  in  the  subjects  of  tbe  Klug ;  and  if  gea- 
tlemen  on  the  other  side  are  accurately  mdei^ 
stood,  the  war  is  continued  for  do  snefa  caa«. 
The  bone  of  contention  is  the  claim  oo  tbe  put 
of  the  enemy,  to  take  from  merchant  neutral  ves- 
sels, in  time  of  war,  their  own  subjects,  whetber 
naturalized  in  a  neutral  country  or  ooc 

For  those  seamen  are  we  ightinari  ^^^  ^  sot 
happy,  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  to  aave  the  au- 
thority of  an  honorable  gentieoMin  from  Titgiaia 
tMr.  Jackson)  to  assert,  that  few  indeed  aut 
e  the  number  which  has  cost  usmueh  calamity, 
much  suffering.  That  gentleman  frankly  ad- 
mitted that  few  seamen  were  nacuraliaBed  in  thii 
country;  the  nature  of  the  case  proves  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  statement  of  the  gentleaaan.  For- 
eigaers  most  reside  in  our  eonotry  ^re  yeais  be^ 
fore  they  can  become  citixeos,  and  seaaKo  are 
not  in  the  habit  of  residing  on  shore.  We  ought 
to  presume  that  but  few  are  naturalised,  and  still 
fewer,  of  course,  are  impressed. 

This  consideration  most  ii|dobitably  prova, 
that  if  the  error  was  truth,  that  we  are  bound  is 
protect  such  citizens  on  the  ocean  as  well  as  by 
land,  and  avenge  the  in  vasioa  of  their  rig;fats ;  thai 
but  very  few  of  that  description  of  seamen  hav« 
been  impr^psed.  Admitting,  however,  that  the 
number  was  much  greater,  the  questioa  then  oc- 
curs, are  we  under  any  obligation  to  protect  theoi, 
when  their  allegiance  to  us  ceases  beyond  oar 
jurisdictional  line?  Protection  and  allegiance  go 
band  in  hand,  and  who  will  pretend  that  a  sailer 
on  the  ocean,  or  in  a  foreign  port,  owes  allegiaace 
to  our  Government?  Whoever  dees,  pretends 
without  reason.  The  right  to  emi^te  is  warariy 
contended  over  the  way.  If  a  subject  of  a  foreign 
prince  has  a  good  ri^ht  to  emigrate  from  his  na- 
tive country,  a  forUori,  he  has  a  good  r^ht  to 
emigrate  from  his  adopted.  If  he  can  eomt  here 
and  be  naturalized,  and  temporarily  at  least  lay 
aside  his  native  allegiance,  no  one  can  witk  reasoa 
deny  his  right  to  go  back  and  resume  it.  If  so^ 
what  becomes  of  this  more  than  native  allegtaaee? 
Sir,  the  position  contended  for  by  our  Admin» 
tration  will  not  bear  the  touch  of  reason  or  aigc- 
ment.  I  understlind  the  laws  of  nations  to  inter- 
dict expatriation;  and  aithoogh  a  subject  may 
emigrate,  he  never theleas  is  under  obligation  ia 
time  of  war,  if  required,  to  return  to  the  country 
that  gave  him  birth.  This  is  a  right  claimed  bv 
all  civilized  nations,  and  probably  not  dispute! 
until  it  was  found  to  be  a  eonvenient  subject  m 
controversy  with  Great  Briuin. 

Sir,  I  shall  leave  the  further  discussion  of  this 
question  to  other  gentlemen,  or  to  another  sub- 
ject, and  shall  only  say,  it  appears  very  foolisk 
to  contend  for  a  principle,  which,  if  we  could  noir 
compel  our  enemy  to  acknowledge,  would  be 
planting  the  seed  of  perpetual  wars  between  as 
and  the  commercial   oattons  of  Europe,   and 
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iroQld,  in  other  resfiects,  be  sadly  against  oar 
interest  as  a  navigating  nation.  But  the  Earo- 
Man  nations  will  never  be  flogged  into  a  belief 
hat  we  are  right ;  they  know  their  own  interests 
x>o  well  to  yield  to  onr  demands;  we  must,  there- 
'ore,  either  abandon  this  Executive  phantom  or 
loom  our  country  to  everlasting  hostilities.  No- 
hing  can  discover  a  more  deranged  state  of  the 
rablic  mind  than  to  see  native  American  blood 
bwing.  to  defeat  the  legitimate  claims  of  a  Sov- 
ereign to  bis  subject,  and  to  maintain  principles 
irhich  I  should  much  regret  to  see  settled  as  a 
mrt  of  national  law. 

If  our  adopted  citizens  stay  within  our  territo- 
Y,  it  18  admitted  we  are  bound  to  protect  them, 
iud,  by  the  act  of  naturalization,  they  are  entitled 
0  participate  in  all  the  blessings  of  our  freeGov- 
irnment ;  but  if  they  will  risk  themselves  on  the 
Nsean,  where  all  nations  have  an  equal  common 
ight,  they  must,  and  ought  to  expect,  to  take 
Are  for  all  consequences,  whatever  they  may  be. 
f  we  are  to  protect  them  there,  the  naturaliza- 
Ion  law  will  be  a  sore  thing  to  us.  Rivers  of 
lative  blood,  and  millions  of  wealth  must  be 
rested  to  protect  a  few  score  of  men,  whose  ser- 
vices can  be  but  of  little  value  to  our  country — 
den  who,  for  a  better  price,  would  abandon  us 
tt  the  first  fair  occasion.  It  cannot  be  denied, 
hat  a  vast  portion  of  the  foreign  seamen  have 
ibtained  protections  as  native  Americans,  by  the 
«rjary  of  their  companions,  and  for  such  men 
nar  country  and  its  citizens  must  be  devoted — 
nmolated. 

Now,  sir,  let  us  inquire  who  are  the  men  that 
nost  loudly  complain  for  the  violation  of  "sail- 
ers' rights  and  free  trade."  Merchants?  No. 
Those  concerned  in  navigation,  the  only  employ- 
ers of  sailors?  No;  but  men  who  rarely  ever 
AW  a  ship  or  sailor.  These  men,  who  have  not, 
lor  ever  will  have  any  concern  with  foreign  com- 
nerce  or  navigation,  not  only  feel  the  most  a2- 
[riered  by  the  impressments,  but,  strange  to  tell, 
hey  seem  to  know  much  more  about  the  number 
tad  circumstances  of  the  impressed,  than  the  very 
oen  who  own  the  ships  and  employ  the  hands, 
ind  #e  are  considered  guilty  of  a  barbarous  in- 
iredality  if  we  doubt  the  testimony  of  those  gen* 
lemen,  when  opposed  to  the  evidence  of  men  who 
employ  the  sailors,  and  who  live  in  the  great 
;ommercial  cities  of  the  Union. 

€rentlemen  from  the  interior  possess  amazing 
enderness — they  profess  to  feel  a  melting  sym- 
Nithy  for  their  sufferings,  and  burn  with  indigna- 
ion  to  avenge  their  wrongs,  while  the  North  and 
Sast,  who  employ  nine-tenths  of  the  sailors  of 
he  Union,  are  so  hard  they  cannot  feel  for,  and 
10  blind  they  cannot  perceive  those  mighty 
ivrongs  and  agonies  so  pathetically  described  on 
he  other  side,  of  the  suffering  sailors  kidnapped 
ly  the  unrelenting  Britons.  lUiere  is  good  reason 
prhy  they  neither  feel  nor  see.  The  evils  com- 
plained of  exist  chiefly  in  the  distempered  imagi- 
lation  of  party  zealots,  are  seen  with  jaundiced 
•yes — hence,  men  with  good  sight  and  cool  heads 
ire  not  beset  with  these  phantoms. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  pointed  out  the  men 


who  are  fighting  for  ''free  trade  and  sailors' 
rights,"  and  I  have  shown  you  the  men  whom 
gentlemen  charge  as  being  the  enemies  of  both. 
Who  are  the  former  ?  Men  who  have  no  imme- 
diate interest  in  the  subject  of  controversy.  Who 
are  the  latter?  Men  who  have  acquired  the 
support  of  themselves,  their  very  subsistence, 
their  wealth,  by  ships  and  by  sailors.  The  for- 
mer must  have  no  experimental  knowledge — the 
latter  perfectly  acquainted  with  every  minutia. 

The  very  sailors,  sir,  for  whose  grievances  you 
continue  the  war,  I  venture  to  say,  have  been, 
and  still  are,  opposed  to  your  policy.  They,  like 
other  men,  must  regard  their  interests,  so  far  as 
to  value  the  services  from  whence  they  obtain  a 
subsistence.  They  can  have  no  greater  fancy 
for  a  system  of  starvation  than  other  men.  It  is 
true,  in  profession,  you  are  securing  to  them  im- 
portant rights;  but  in  practice,  you  are  annihila- 
ting the  occupation  for  which  they  are  only  fit- 
ted ;  you  have  '*  taken  away  that  on  which  they 
live ;"  you  have  robbed  them  of  their  bread.  Be- 
fore the  war  was  declared,  before  any  of  those 
abominable  restrictions  which  have  maimed, 
crippled,  and  annihilated  our  navigation,  were 
fastened  upon  it,  the  sailors  whose  interests  lie 
so  near  the  hearts  of  the  majority,  notwithstand- 
ing the  dangers  of  impressment,  had  not  the 
least  inclination  to  abandon  the  ocean ;  the  high 
wages  allowed  them  all  the  support,  all  the  af- 
fluence, the  heart  of  a  sailor  desires — food,  clothes, 
grog,  and  tobacco.  How  is  it  now,  sir  ?  in  re- 
dressing their  wrongs,  you  have  destroyed  their 
rights.  They  have  been,  and  still  are,  compelled 
to  pine  in  want  on  your  shores,  live  on  charity, 
or  seek  that  employment  and  subsistence,  which 
their  country  has  denied  them,  in  the  vessels  of 
the  enemy ;  yes,  sir,  thousands  of  the  very  men 
whose  supposed  injuries  have  produced  such 
calamities  to  this  nation,  have  sought  employ- 
ment from  the  nation  whose  barbarity,  as  pre- 
tended, fills  the  sailor's  heart  with  terror  and 
dismay. 

You  will  perceive,  sir.  the  effect  of  your  ofii- 
cious  benevolence  to  the  American  tars,  you 
must  perceive  the  melancholy  fruits  of  your 
overweening  fondness  to  intermeddle  with  a  con- 
cern you  neither  understood  or  regarded.  There 
is  no  fiction  here ;  the  facts  are  true. 

Can  you,  then,  sir,  wish  any  stronger  evidence 
of  the  impolicy  of  your  measures,  than  to  see 
the  foundation  of  your  resentinents  pronounced— 
practically  pronounced — fictitious;  the  merchant 
struggling,  notwithstanding  restrictions,  to  gain 
the  element  where  the  Government  pronounced 
his  interests  in  jeopardy,  and  preferring  the  risk 
to  the  safety  you  tender  him?  The  sailor,  whose 
cause  it  is  said  we  are  fighting,  seeking  protec- 
tion, employment,  and  support  from  his  despoiler? 

Sir,  who  can  be  so  blind  as  to  believe  your 
professions  sincere?  that  you  have  laid  your  re- 
strictions upon  commerce  from  a  friendship  to 
that  commerce ;  that  you  have  declared  war  from 
a  sincere  desire  to  benefit  the  sailor,  or  the  em- 
ployment by  which  he  lives?  Experiments  are 
not  green;  gentlemen  must  have  learned  the 


idii 


mSTOBY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1513 


H.  OP  R. 


The  Loan  BiiL 


FEBSUAmr,  1814. 


banefol  effects  of  their  policf  loos  before  the  war 
was  declared,  and  the  opiDions  of  meo  who  best 
know,  and  are  most  interested,  in  giving  correct 
information. 

It  is  a  truth,  sir,  no  one  can  contradict,  that 
the  [Mrtf  in  power  have  e?er  been  the  foes  of 
commerce,  narigation,  and  ail  their  appendages. 
From  Mr.  Jefferson  down,  the  benefit  of  aban- 
doning the  ocean  has  been  constantly  urged. 
Lon^  have  they  contended  that  oar  true  policy 
consisted  in  leaving  altogether  the  carrying  even 
of  our  own  productions  to  the  carriers  of  Europe, 
and  become  terrapins.  Indeed  the  object  was 
entertained  with  so  much  fondness  by  the  late 
President,  that  in  the  raptures  of  prophetic  vis- 
ion, his  strong  passion  burst  forth  while  descri- 
bing the  glorious  day  "  when  the  planter  and 
manufacturer  should  be  seated  side  by  side." 
And,  sir,  this  pleasing  mania  is  by  no  means 
confined  to  that  great  inventor  of  modern  hydra- 
fhMa.  The  last  Message  of  the  President  to 
this  House  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  after 
recounting  the  splendid  victories  and  splendid 
failures  of  the  li^t  campaign,  congratulates  us 
upon  one  glorious  advantage  gained  by  the  war, 
that  the  people  have  been  driven  from  commerce 
to  manufactories ;  that  our  losses  and  disasters 
are  overbalanced  by  this  acquisition.  This,  al- 
though not  a  literal  quoution  from  tbe  Message, 
b  its  only  obvious  meaning. 

An  honorable  colleague  of  mine  (Mr.  Tat- 
lor)  some  time  since  availed  himself  of  this 
text,  when  speaking  of  the  army  bill,  and  deliv- 
ered us  a  comment  upon  it  to  enforce  the  truth 
of  the  President's  statement.  I  need  not  multi- 
ply proof  that  the  party  in  power,  from  the  be- 
ginning, have  been  the  acknowledged  foe  of 
commerce  and  navigation.  What  blind  infatu- 
ation, then,  must  bewilder  the  mind  that  can 
believe  this  war  was  declared  to  maintain  "Sail- 
ors' rights  and  free  trade  ?" 

To  rebut  the  proofs  of  the  impolicy  of  Demo- 
cratic measures  derived  from  the  opinion  and 
practice  of  merchants,  it  is  said  there  are  no 
patriots,  but,  their  affection  fixed  on  their  money- 
making  business,  their  hearts  and  feelings  are 
not  warmed  with  the  generous  patriotic  glow, 
and  therefore  their  testimony  is  not  to  be  relied 
on.  Well,  sir,  if  this  was  really  true ;  if  patriot- 
ism is  a  plant  of  such  rare  growth  that  it  cannot 
flourish  but  near  the  heat  of  a  tropical  sun,  or 
far  removed  from  the  blighting  sea  breeze;  if 
our  merchants  of  the  North  do  not  possess  this 
inland,  sun-burned  patriotism,  yet  they  have  some 
regard  to  their  interests,  and  from  those  interests 
we  are  to  expect  a  correct  suiement.  If  meas- 
ures are  to  be  adopted  for  their  benefit,  nothing 
can  be  more  fit  or  natural  than  that  they  who 
best  know  their  interests,  and  who  will  declare 
the  truth  to  promote  them,  should  be  consulted, 
and  their  advice  adopted.  Learn  their  interest. 
and  you  learn  the  interest  of  the  sailor  and  or 
navigation.  Who,  then,  sir,  but  perceives  the 
counting-house  to  be  the  most  authentic  source 
of  information.  To  that  ought  the  Legislature 
when  about  to  enact  laws  on  this  subject  to  re- 


sort, and  from  thence  obtain  the  froits  of  expe- 
rience, opinions  founded  on  practice,  and  uf 
aside  the  visionary  theories  that  haunt  the  braiif 
of  political  innovators. 

Much  as  gentlemen  may  boast  of  their  lofc 
of  the  sailors' and  merchants'  rights;  maehai 
they  contend  for  "^  free  trade,"  the  whole  bfc 
suffered  more  loss  and  privation  frona  those  itvi^ 
enacted  professedly  to  protect  their  ioteresi,  thu 
they  would  have  done  for  half  a  centory  fxam. 
the  British,  adopting  the  periods  of  the  greuot 
spoliations  as  the  data  of  calculation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  vote  against  this  bill  fir 
another  reason.  It  must  be  unsafe  to  intrast  ia 
the  hands  of  men  who  have  exercised  their  pow- 
ers with  the  most  palpable  partiality  towards 
the  two  great  belligerenu;  whether  this  has 
been  done  with  good  or  ill  intentions,  need  not 
now  be  determined.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  if  » 
is  the  fact.  To  be  sure  I  have  formed  aa  opin- 
ion, but  the  argument  requires  not  that  it  should 
be  expressed. 

When  the  war  was  declared,  the  wrongs  i«r 
which  we  are  fighting  England  existed  aare- 
dressed  against  France,  in  a  much  greater  oc 
more  aggravated  degree.  Their  decrees^  whiek 
had  made  such  merciless  havoc  among  our  vet- 
sels  and  sailors,  it  is  true,  were  repealed,  bat  ao 
atonement,  no  rejaration,  had  been  oSenA  or  ob- 
tained for  the  injuries  they  had  prodoeed.  If 
war  was  necessary  against  England,  why  ia  the 
name  of  justice  was  France  exempted  from  the 
vengeance  of  our  injured,  despoiled,  and  insnltei 
people? 

Need  I  mention  the  decrees,  by  the  authority 
of  which  our  property  was  confiscated,  beeaose 
the  vessel  had  been  spoken  with  by  the  British  t 
Need  I  mention  that  unprecedented  outrage  of 
all  principle  and  right,  a  decree  made  witk  aa 
txpo&L facto  sweep,  so  as  to  catch  in  the  infernal 
net  of  confiscation  a  large  American  fleet,  in  the 
poru  of  France^  of  immense  value?  Need  I  men- 
tion the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  homing  of 
our  vessels,  imprisoning  and  starving  their  crewi^ 
by  the  French  ?  Need  I  mention  the  iasidting 
letters  of  the  Due  de  Godore,  a  TWremt^  ant 
others  ?  Need  I  mention  the  shameful  conceal- 
ment of  the  repealing  decree,  until  it  was  weU 
known  in  France,  that  we  really  designed  to  de- 
clare war  against  Qreat  Briuin  ?  These  are  all 
old  and  weU-known  truths,  but  they  are  no  less 
applicable  or  authentic  on  account  of  age  or 
publicity.  They  still  exist  as  truths,  and  they 
still  speak  a  language  which  cannot  be  misnnder- 
stood.  From  all  these  facts,  sir,  an  inference  re- 
sulu  as  ceruin,  as  conclusive,  as  the  demonstra- 
tion of  mathematics.  It  is  in  vain  to  attempt 
giving  any  other  construction  to  such  promi- 
nent, indubitable  transactions.  Conviction  flashes 
from  them  to  the  unprejudiced  mind,  and  they 
speak  a  language  too  loud  not  to  be  heard,  loo 
plain  not  to  be  understood ;  sophistry  and  qnih> 
ble  lose  their  wonted  efficacy  when  opposed  to 
demonsiaatioo  so  perspicuous,  so  cogent. 

It  must  create  some  surprise  that  gentlemen 
can  acknowledge,  (and  many  if  not  ail  of  them 
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lo  acknowledge  the  existence  of  these  outrages,) 
ind  yet  argue  or  pretend  that  the  conduct  of 
Sovernment  has  been  fair  and  impartial. 

If  England  had  really  been  guilty  of  all  the 
crimes  imputed  to  her,  it  is  too  evident  to  be  de- 
lied,  that  France  was  incomparably  more  guilty, 
[challenge  gentlemen  to  show  an  instance  of 
British  asgression  to  be  compared,  in  turpitude, 
with  the  French  burnings  and  confiscations;  or, 
nsult  in  the  whole  British  diplomacy,  for  un- 
blushing imtpudence,  to  be  compared  with  the 
etters  of  Champagny,  Cadore,  and  Turreau. 
iVhy,  then,  I  again  ask.  should  we  discriminate  ? 
There  was  no  justifiable  cause.  With  France 
¥e  had  a  treaty,  which  was  violated ;  with  £ng- 
f(nd,  none. 

If  the  Government  honestly  believed  it  was 
rood  policy  to  spare  France  and  fight  England, 
vhy  has  France  been  spared  on  paper?  We  have 
00  many  samples  of  the  ability  or  the  Adminis- 
ration  to  scold,  to  believe  its  silence  in  relation 
0  the  numerous  and  continued  injuries  and  in- 
nstice  she  had  done  us,  originated  in  any  want 
f  capacity  to  complain,  and  denounce  with  skill, 
fet  it  is  a  fact  that  these  enormities  and  insuflfer- 
ble  outrages  have  passed  in  complacent  silence, 
ave  now  and  then  a  gentle  murmur  breathed  in 
appliant  tone,  by  our  Ministers  to  his  Imperial 
lajesty,  or  now  and  then  a  sentence  from  the 
alace  to  this  House. 

It  is  a  truth  degrading  and  disgraceful  to  the 
American  Government  and  nation,  that  the  same 
Messages  which  have  been  replete  with  aTiathe* 
fiaa  against  England,  have  contained  but  a  sin- 
gle short  five-line  paragraph,  and  that  '^  soft  as 
he  kindest  note  of  love'' against  France:  **That 
he  had  not  in  every  respect  behaved  quite  as 
he  ought  tO;  but  all  would  be  arranged  agreea- 
bly to  our  mutual  wishes,  and  shortly  the  two 
lations  would  be  on  the  best  terms  of  amity." 
>r  that  *^  the  Emperor  had  gone  to  his  wars,  and 
»f  course  no  opportunity  had  yet  ofiiered  to  settle 
be  little  difference  between  us."  This  is  the 
:ind  of  complaint,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  for  many 
^ears  past  has  been  made  against  a  nation  from 
Krhom  we  were  enduring  every  wrong  which  it 
lad  power  to  perpetrate. 

But,  if  possible,  let  us  suppose  all  this  had  been 
lone  by  our  Government  from  the  best  of  mo- 
ives.  It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  declaration 
>f  war  against  England  was  calculated,  if  not 
ntended  to  aid  France  in  the  great  career  of 
miversal  dominion.  The  nations  of  Europe  had 
)owed  to  the  monster,  wore  his  chains,  or  were 
ascinated  by  his  spells.  The  ^fast-anchored 
sle,"  alone  faithful  to  her  own  and  the  libertres 
>f  the  world,  was  then,  as  appeared  to  human 
tight,  "the  world's  last  hope."  And  the  declara- 
ion  of  war  must  necessarily  tend  to  take  away 
hat. 

it  could  not  escape  the  perceptions  of  the 
idvocates  of  the  war,  that  if  we  were  capable 
)f  weakening  England,  we  should  strengthen 
France.  Every  blow  we  gave  her  was  a  blow 
lo  promote  the  slavery  of  the  world.  It  in  real- 
ty, sir,  was  forming  an  alliance  with  the  French 


Emperor.  We  were  doing  all  he  asked.  Only 
fight  his  battles,  and  he  would  consent  that  we 
should  give  a  name  to  the  relation  in  which  we 
stood.  The  practical  efiect,  and  not  the  name, 
was  important  in  the  mind  of  the  tyrant.  This 
objection,  if  alone,  was  sufficient  to  prevent  a 
declaration  of  war  against  a  nation  who  had 
stood  single-handed  the  shield  of  mankind ;  and 
at  that  time  the  power  and  attitude  of  Bonaparte 
threatened  subiugation  to  the  civilized  world. 
The  British  fleet  seemed  the  only  barrier  to 
check  his  progress  in  bis  ambitious  and  sangui* 
narv  career  to  a  despotism  of  the  globe.  For  it 
will  be  remembered  that  then  the  Emperor  Al- 
exander had  not  hunted  him  from  the  regions  of 
snow ;  had  not  chased  him  with  scorpion  whip, 
in  disgrace  and  dismay,  back  to  his  country. 
No,  sir,  he  had  not ;  but  if  he  had,  confident  I 
am,  that  this  war  would  not  have  been  declared. 

I  am  sorry  to  say^  sir,  that  I  do  believe,  not 
only  too  friendly  an  intimacy  with  the  Emperor 
Napoleon^  but  a  too  severe  resentment  against 
Great  Britain,  contributed  to  the  unhappy  state 
of  our  country.  I  do  fear,  sir,  that  this  war 
owed  its  existence  more  to  tne  inveterate  ill  will 
of  the  Government  to  the  enemy,  than  any  sense 
of  wrong  which  we  have  suffered,  or  disposition 
to  obtain  justice  for  this  injured  nation.  The 
conduct  ot  the  ruling  party,  their  language  in 
and  out  of  office,  has  ever  bespoken  the  most  ir* 
reconcilable  hatred  towards  that  nation. 

I  need  not  produce  cases  where  the  unfriendly 
feelings  of  the  Government  have  been  manifested. 
For  since  the  party  came  into  power,  the  Execu- 
tive acts  of  the  Government,  the  deoates  in  the 
Legislature,  and  the  laws  of  the  Union,  have 
kept  time  with  the  malevolent  notes  of  his  Im- 
perial and  Royal  Majesty.  Every  attempt  at 
negotiation  has  been  but  an  attempt  to  convince 
England  how  detestable  she  appeared  in  the  eye 
of  tne  American  Government.  I  need,  sir,  only 
refer  you  to  the  palace  messages,  to  debates  on 
this  floor,  to  the  State  papers  in  your  Library, 
for  evidence  enough  to  conquer  scepticism,  and 
prove  what  riveted  detestation  of  the  English 
nation  occupied  the  heart  of  the  Government. 

The  British  Minister,  Mr.  Jackson,  was  immo- 
lated to  Executive  prejudice  before  he  reached 
our  shores.  He  was  insulted  afterwards,  and  driven 
from  his  diplomatic  station  with  absolute  rude- 
ness. 

The  same  Cabinet,  which  but  just  before  could 
tamely  crouch  under  a  load  of  insult  from  the 
French  Minister,  became  of  a  sudden  electrified 
with  resentment  of  a  very  furious  kind  at  some 
little  insult  of  Mr.  Jackson,  who  was  then  ac- 
cused of  misplacing  his  words,  notwithstanding 
the  difficulty  was  so  triflinff,  that  the  critic's  eye 
has  since  sought,  but  sought  in  vain,  to  discover 
it. 

The  Henry  scheme  was  another  instance,  not 
only  of  ridiculous  pusillanimity,  but  evincing  the 
avidity  which  the  Cabinet  entertained  to  seize 
at  every  circumstance  that  could  be  used  as  an 
occasion  of  crimination  asainst  the  British. 

Although  this  miserable  project,  which  could 
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not  springy  from  a  sane  mind,  failed  to  excite  an^ 
feeliDgs  but  contempt  for  the  projector,  it  no  less 
proves  bow  much  prejudice  may  derange  a  mind 
which  once  bad  some  pretensions  to  knowledge, 
and  the  incorrigible  nature  of  that  hatred  which 
shall  induce  a  man  to  attempt  the  destruction  of 
•  gigantic  antagonist  with  straws. 

So  open  and  boisterous  has  been  the  resent- 
ment of  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  that  no  one 
could  doubt  the  design  of  the  Government  ulti- 
mately to  hare  a  rupture  with  the  British.  And 
one  gentleman,  in  the  warmth  of  his  malevolent 
zeal,  invoked  '^  the  red  artillery  of  Heaven."  For 
what  use  ?  ^  To  unmoor  the  fast-anchored  isle." 
Pious  wish.  To  engulph  in  the  ocean  a  whole 
nation — for  what?  Because  they  were  British 
subjects.  There  was  no  other  cause.  And,  sir, 
permit  me  to  say,  the  gentleman  but  echoed  the 
language  and  bespoke  the  feelings  of  the  ruling 
men  of  our  country.  Such  is  the  deadly  hatred 
that  rankles  in  their  bosoms,  they  would  impi- 
ousljr  court  the  weapons  of  Omnipotence  to 
gratify  their  vengeance.  And,  wb^,  sir,  alt  this 
liatred  against  England?  A  nation  who  has 
done  more  to  enlignten  mankind,  to  encourage 
the  arts  and  sciences,  and  disseminate  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Christian  religion  than  all  the  world 
besides.  By  the  pious  enterprise  of  those  people 
'^the  solitary  places  have  been  made  glad,  and 
the  wilderness  to  blossom  like  the  rose."  The 
ambassadors  of  the  Redeemer  have  been  encour- 
aged and  supported  by  the  English  missionary 
societies  to  carry  the  Gospel  among  the  wor- 
shippers of  Brahma. 

Is  it,  sir,  nothing  to  us  that  we  descended  from 
them,  speak  their  language,  have  adopted  their 
religion,  from  them  drawn  our  maxims  of  juris- 
prudence? Is  it  nothing  to  us  that  their  Govern- 
ment secures  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  the 
uprightness  and  talents  of  their  courts  of  judica- 
ture, his  rights?  Is  the  similaritv  of  manners, 
customs,  and  pursuits  adopted  nere,  to  those 
adopted  there,  nothing  to  the  American  people  ? 
The  Constitution  we  all  unite  in  commending, 
most  evidently  was  drawn  in  imitation  of  the 
British. 

With  all  these  induceaients  to  a  good  under- 
standing, and  with  the  adoption  of  the  amazing 
Talue  of  British  commerce  to  us,  strange  as  it 
may  seem,  they  are  the  last  nation  on  earth  whom 
we  should  favor,  and  the  first  in  the  implacable 
hatred  of  our  (Government. 

England  has  her  fauits--^reat  faults — for  them 
I  am  not  her  apologist.  When  criminal.  I  would 
neither  excuse  or  conceal  her  crime.  But,  sir, 
the  honest  mind  which  would  condemn  her  vices 
will  commend  her  virtues;  and  although  now  an 
enemy,  we  owe  her  justice — to  withhold  it,  ar- 
gues a  degenerate  soul. 

For  these  remarks  I  may  be  represented  by 
some  lurking  fiend  of  a  *'  Tyro"  as  a  British  par- 
tisan, but  whether  so  or  not,  I  shall  be  bold  to 
declare  the  truth.  Thank  God.  the  taste  or  feel- 
ings of  ihe^majority  cannot  by  law  govern  mine, 
and  I  am  left  uee  to  judge  for  myself;  and  while 
I  shall  not  seek  to  give  offence,  I  shall  by  no 


means  stint  the  truth,  lest  men  who  profess  to 
believe  no  man  a  patriot  unless  he  hates  and  de- 
tests Great  Britain  should  be  offended. 

I  fear,  sir,  the  hatred  of  England  and  attach- 
ment to  France  originated  from  one  cause — in 
the  vile  principles  of  a  Voltaire  and  Grodwin, 
and  the  whole  illuminated  fraternity.  Principles 
which  have  been  wastins  the  .nations  of  Europe, 
since  the  French  Revolution,  and  which  have 
too  long  trampled  over  the  virtues  and  piety, 
and  consequently  the  happiness  of  the  American 
peof^e. 

It  is  avowed  by  gentlemen  over  the  way  that 
a  conquest  of  the  Canadas  is  one  inducement  for 
continuing  the  war.  On  a  former  occasion,  sir, 
I  had  the  honor  to  address  this  Committee,  in  op- 
position to  any  further  attempts  to  accomplish 
any  object  attended  with  so  much  peril.  Permit 
me  now  to  say  if  you  had  the  Canadas,  if  we 
could  show  ourselves  capable  of  conquering  this 
people,  I  fear  we  should  pay  too  dear  for  a  tri- 
fling object  at  best. 

A  fl^entleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ingcb- 
BOLLji  observed,  that  Canada  must  be  conquered 
for  the  glory  or  the  achievement.  Sir,  there  can 
be  no  glory  if  you  do  the  deed.  Does  the  gen- 
tleman pant  for  such  cheap  glory  ?  A  nation  of 
eight  millions,  and  the  descendants  of  men  who 
in  a  mighty  and  truly  glorious  struggle,  bearded 
the  Britbh  Lion  in  person,  and  wrested  from  his 
paws  our  infant  Independence,  and  bunted  him 
foiled  and  dismayed  from  our  shores !  To  deserv^e 
fame,  we  must  do  more  than  conquer  the  Cana- 
das, the  whole  population  of  which  is  less  than  a 
sixteenth  of  our  number.  If,  sir,  the  gentleman 
wishes  to  ennoble  his  country  by  great  miiitarr 
achievements,  and  spread  a  lustre  over  this  epoch 
of  her  history,  why  not  march  at  once  to  the 
month  of  the  Lion's  den,  clench  him  by  the  mane, 
and  drag  him  forth  to  slaughter?  If  he  can  do 
this,  and  fame  is  worth  fightmgfor.the  end  would 
then  be  attained. 

Only  invade  the  island  of  Great  Briuin,  march 
through  the  country,  and  compel  the  kingdom  to 
submit  to  your  superior  strength,  and  our  nation 
then  will  make  a  figure  in  the  history  of  battles. 

[Here,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progress  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again,  and  the  House  adjourned.  The  next 
morning  Mr.  Shipbebd  proceeded.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  with  much  pleasure  I  pay  the 
tribute  of  thanks  to  the  Committee  for  their  vote 
yesterday,  to  rise  at  a  time  when  I  was  exhausted. 
By  so  doing,  they  have  afforded  me  the  opportu- 
nity of  pursuing  my  remarks,  refreshed  and  in- 
vigorated. Particularly  would  I  express  my  grat- 
itude to  the  honorable  gentleman  trom  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Nelson,)  for  the  motion  to  rise ;  perceiyiog 
my  strength  much  impaired  by  fatigue,  he  de- 
clared himself  governed  by  this  motive,  to  give 
me  time  for  any  farther  remarks  I  should  wish  to 
make.  Sir,  this  motion  and  the  motive  which 
induced  it,  was  truljr  honorable.  It  was  what 
might  be  expected  Irom  that  gentleman,  whose 
magnanimous  mind  'disdains  a  mean  advantage 
over  an  antagonist.    He  therefore  acted  like  him* 
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self.    It  is  tbe  degenerate  soul  that  would  steal  a 
victory;  the  noble  mind  wins  it. 

Yesterday,  sir,  when  tbe  Committee  rose.  I 
was  observing,  if  national  glory  was  tbe  object,  it 
was  not  to  be  obtained  in  tbe  conquest  of  Cana- 
da. Permit  me  now  to  observe,  sir,  if  a  wish  to 
compel  Qtmt  Britain  to  eive  up  her  claims  of 
impressment,  as  is  most  prooably  tbe  design  of  the 
Government,  the  conquest  of  Canada  would  be 
equally  futile  ;  for  you  would  be  no  nearer  tbe 
eonsummatiott  of  your  wishes  than  you  are  now. 
Sir,  Great  Britain  is  not  conquered  if  the  Cana- 
das  fail,  and  you  have  done  nothing  even  tben, 
towards  conquering  of  her. 

A  nation  omnipotent—* for  a  gentleman  on  my 
left  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  RoBinaoN)  really  de- 
clared that  she  possessed  the  most  of  tbe  West 
India  islands — in  alliance  witb  nearly  all  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe;  pursuing  witb  ber  allies  tbe 
most  splendid  victories  tbe  world  bas  ever  wit- 
Aessed ;  with  ber  forty  millions  of  black  inhabit- 
ants in  the  East  Indies,  and  a  thousand  armed 
ships  upon  the  ocean ;  will  not  submit  as  con- 
quered, if  we  should  obtain  possession  of  tbe  Can- 
adas.  This  powerful  nation,  who  holds  the  desti- 
oies  of  Europe  and  tbe  trident  of  Neptune  in  ber 
hands,  who  at  no  period  of  ber  history  ever  had 
the  faiae,  tbe  |K>wer,  or  tbe  friends,  as  at  this 
time,  will  not  sive  up  an  ioto  of  ber  pretensions, 
because  a  speck  of  her  dominions  may  be  for  a 
time  wrested  from  ber.  If  all  Europe  combined 
eould  not  make  ber  yield,  what  ridiculous  expec- 
tations mast  we  entertain  if  we,  for  a  moment, 
flatter  ourselves  that  she  will  now  yield  to  us  that 
trident  of  the  ocean,  when  all  Europe  are  her 
friends  1  Before  she  would  do  sO)  sir,  she  would 
meet  you  on  the  banks  of  tbe  Sullawrence,  with 
a  mingled  army  of  Sepoys  from  tbe  East  Indies, 
with  the  subsidized  Tartar,  Cossack,  and  Musco- 
vite; the  Swede  and  the  Prussian  ;  the  Spaniard 
and  Portoffuese;  tbe  African  from  his  native 
coast  and  the  West  Indies. 

France,  with  whom  she  has  been  long  contend- 
ing,  and  for  which  contest  her  armi^  nave  been 
necessary^  is  now  driven  within  her  ancient  lim- 
its. Spaia  and  Portugal  are  emancipated.  Tbey 
have  broken  the  tyrant's  chains  and  are  again 
free. 

England  can  now  send  her  armies  to  Canada, 
and  were  the  two  provinces  in  our  possession, 
tbey  would  compel  us  to  surrender  them,  or  we 
must  wage  perpetual  war. 

Sir,  do  gentlemen  believe  that  that  proud  na- 
tion would  consent  to  make  peace  while  Canada 
was  in  our  hands  by  conquest  ?  Is  it  thus  they 
have  learned  the  British  spirit  ?  Let  gentlemen 
lo<^  into  their  own  hearts  before  they  torm  a  de- 
finitive opinion  on  this  subject,  and  tben  deter- 
mine if  we  were  invaded  and  a  State  taken  from 
us,  whether  we  would  make  peace,  until  it  was 
either  regained  b^  force  or  restored  by  consent  1 

But  other  motives  induce  gentlemen  to  wish 
for  tbe  Canadas.  The  Indians,  say  tbey,  are  per- 
petually annoying  our  frontier,  and  if  we  had 
them  this  great  evil  might  be  remedied.  Sir,  do 
genttemen  believe,  that  the  extending  our  juris- 


diction over  that  country,  would  tame  the  spirit 
of  tbe  savage,  and  make  him  contented  to  culti- 
vate tbe  arts  of  peace  ?  I  fully  believe  that  those 
children  of  nature  will  continue  fond  of  war,  un- 
til their  minds  are  enlightened  by  science,  their 
hearts  softened  by  religion,  their  conditions  me- 
liorated by  the  improvement  of  arts.  It  is  idle 
to  believe,  that  in  their  obedience  to  law,  you  will 
find  security  for  their  peaceable  behaviour,  even  if 
you  had  tbe  country  where  they  live,  bepead 
upon  it,  sir,  while  the  savage  spirit  remains,  tbev 
will  have  war ;  and  if  two  contiguous  tribes  will 
go  to  war  with  each  other,  there  can  be  no  safely 
or  security  to  us,  in  extending  our  jurisdiction 
over  tbe  wilderness  tbey  inhabit.  Do  gentlemen 
discover  what  should  prevent  their  retaliation  ef 
injuries  upon  our  people,  who  may  reside  nearer 
among  them  ?  Injuries  will  ever  be  offered  them 
by  the  whites ;  that  has  been  tbe  case  perpetually, 
since  the  first  settlement  of  this  country  by  Su* 
ropeans.  They  either  have  been  unjustly  treated, 
or  they  suppose  tbey  have,  and  whether  one  or 
the  otbetj  will  equally  tempt  them  to  unsheathe 
tbe  scalping  knife. 

Revenge  is  a  law  with  them,  and  tbey  will  ever 
seek  this  Kind  of  redress  for  injuries-^and  this  is 
not  confined  to  themselves,  but  is  handed  down-*- 
the  son  fights  to  avenge  the  blood  of  his  father,  ar 
the  grandson  his  grandfather,  or  tbe  descendant 
his  ancestor.  Think  you  then,  sir,  if  we  had  this 
vast  wilderness,  tbe  residence  of  tbe  namerevs 
tribes  which  are  now  formidable  to  the  frontiers, 
tbey  would  want  motives  to  buteber  the  inhabit- 
ants who  should  live  near  them  ?  Sir,  I  cannot 
but  think  it  would  increase,  rather  than  diminish 
this  great  evil. 

If  you  obtain  their  country  by  conquest,  yon 
fix  in  the  savage  breast  an  b^editary  feud,  which 
may  continue  we  know  not  how  long.  It  isa  £ar 
fetched  argument  to  my  mind,  that  you  produee 
a  peaeeful  quiet  spirit  in  the  Indian,  by  tearing 
from  him  bis  country  by  force  of  arms. 

Another  reason  is  given  by  a  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Humpbbibs)  for  conquering  Caa- 
ada— it  would  be  convenient  to  us  to  have  it. 
Yes,  sir,  and  it  would  be  very  convenient  for  the 
Canadians  to  have  tbe  United  States ;  it  would 
not  only  enlarge  their  territory  and  the  riches  of 
their  King,  but  would  prevent  us  from  molesting 
them ;  and.  sir,  permit  me  to  say.  tbey  are  as 
justly  entitled  to  the  United  States,  as  we  are  to 
Caaada ;  and  tbey  have  as  much  reason  to  »ei29 
our  country,  to  prevent  our  incursions,  as  we  have 
to  seize  theirs,  to  prevent  the  inettr»ions  of  the 
Indians. 

The  only  difference  between  us  in  this  resnecc, 
is,  that  we  have  tbe  most  power ;  and  sbali  we, 
from  tbe  mere  circumstance  that  we  are  able,  un- 
justly despoil  any  nation,  savage  or  civilised  ? 
God  forbid!  Honesty  is  the  best  policy,  and 
'^  righteousness  will  exalt  a  nation ;"  rapine  and 
injustice  will  depress  and  ruin  it.  In  my  soul  I 
loathe  and  abhor  that  avaricious  spirit,  as  well  in 
a  nation  as  an  individual,  that  covets  all  the 
wealth,  convenience,  and  territory,  which  is  in 
s^t.     It  is  the  base  ofispcing  oi  low-minded 
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selfishness,  and  degrades  man  e?en  below  his 
fallen  state. 

And  shall  a  nation  whose  country  has  been 
denominated  "the  asylam  of  oppressed  humani- 
ty," who  boast  of  their  love  of  justice,  and  sacred 
regard  for  the  liberties  and  rights  of  man,  arow  a 
Drinciple  which  wo.uld  deg^rade  the  Hottentot? 
rio,  sir.  Let  us  exemplify  by  practice,  that  it 
was  not  in  vain  our  country  suffered  so  many  pri- 
vations, to  erect  here  the  temple  of  Freedom,  and 
when  our  Constitution  was  finished,  we  held  it 
up  in  one  hand  to  the  admiration  of  the  world, 
and  in  the  other  the  olive  branch,  as  a  token  that 
we  would  never  violate  the  principles  of  the  form- 
er, or  for  ambition  and  avarice  stain  with  blood 
the  other. 

Why  that  burst  of  execration  from  our  lips,  at 
the  foul  deed  of  conquering  Poland,  if  such  deeds 
are  harmless  ?  It  would  require  nice  discrimi- 
nating intellects  to  distinguish  between  the  tur* 
pitude  of  the  two  eases. 

The  conquering  Powers  there  forgot  right  and 
humanity,  in  the  plenitude  of  their  powers;  and 
had  we  power  to  take  Canada,  and  did  it  to  suit 
our  convenience,  we  should  be  guilty  of  the  same 
abominable  outrage  upon  the  principles  of  com- 
mon justice  ;  and  much  as  the  Indian  is  condemn- 
ed for  coming  on  our  land,  and  murdering  our 
citizens,  it  is  no  more  criminal  than  for  our  people 
to  go  there  and  murder  the  Indians.  The  lil'e  and 
property  of  the  savage,  are  as  sacred  in  the  sight 
of  Uod  as  the  lives  and  property  of  the  citizens 
of  this  country.  If  there  is  any  difference  we 
are  the  most  criminal — on  account  of  our  supe- 
rior opportunity-  to  learn  justice  and  humanity. 

The  Indian,  from  his  infancy,  is  taught  tnat 
revenge  is  a  virtue.  The  religion  of  the  Messiah 
teaches  us  that  it  is  abhorrent  i  therefore  by  how 
much  more  we  know  our  duty,  hj  so  much  more 
we  are  guilty  if  we  depart  from  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  still  another  objection 
to  the  war.  You  are  about  to  raise  nearly  sev- 
enty thousand  men ;  for  what  ?  To  defend  jrour 
soil  ?  No ;  but  to  invade  the  soil  of  your  neigh- 
bor. The  whole  of  these  men  are  to  be  placed 
at  the  control,  to  obev  the  nod  of  a  single  leader. 
Who  that  leaaer  will  be  is  not  known.  Confident 
I  am,  he  will  not  be  a  Washington,  a  Greene,  or  a 
Hamilton.  They  are  no  more ;  and  if  their  man- 
tles have  fallen  upon  any  of  their  survivors,  no 
one  of  those  survivors  has  been  invited  or  induced 
to  take  the  charge  of  our  armies.  The  conduct- 
ing of  the  military  operations  has,  as  yet,  been 
chiefty  placed  in  the  hands  of  men  who  have 
given  you  pitiful  security  of  future  glory.  What 
can  we  expect,  sir,  but  ultimate  ruin,  when  the 
Government  shall  select  to  high  command  men 
who  have  not  scru[)led  to  sow  sedition  among  an 
army  led  by  Washington,  or  barter,  away  the  in- 
dependence of  the  country  for  Spanish  silver  ? 
What  security  have  you,  sir.  that  such  men,  with 
such  an  army,  will  not,  in  aespite  of  your  inter- 
dictions, become  Caesars  and  pass  the  Rubicon  of 
your  liberties  ?  The  public  ought  not  to  confide 
m  the  integrity  of  such  men.  The  risk  is  too 
great ;  and  to  derive  confidence  of  safety  from 


the  impotence  of  the  Army  when  opposed  to  the 
people,  or  by  reposing  on  the  loyalty  of  the  troops, 
would  be  but  wretched  security.  Should  the  arms 
of  such  an  army,  headed  by  an  ambitious  dema- 
gogue, be  turned  against  the  country,  it  would 
experience  sad  scenes,  horrid  di8compture,andit 
would  be  a  miracle  if  such  a  leaderf  holding  out 
the  immense  plunder  to  be  distributed  among  his 
troops,  should  not  be  able  to  merge  their  loyalty 
and  virtue  in  the  sanguine  hopes  of  gain.  What 
commander  of  an  army  ever  tailed  to  corrupt  his 
soldiers  if  he  attempted  ?  Depend  upon  it,  sir, 
we  should  have  no  security  from  that  source. 

These  suegestionA  ma^  be  received  with  the 
fearless  smile  of  incredulity  by  gentlemen  who 
advocate  the  bill ;  but  it  is  not  weakness  or  jeal- 
ousy that  leads  the  mind  to  fears  of  this  nature. 
It  is  a  subject  worthy  of  consideration.  Mea  are 
still  men ;  and  the  same  lust  of  power  that  could 
tempt  the  Jacobin  Absalom  to  rebel  against  his 
good  king  and  indulgent  father,  might  tempt  your 
chief  to  seek  a  throne  erected  upon  the  rains  of 
your  Republic. 

When  invaded,  sir,  we  must  have  armies ;  but 
in  that  case,  there  is  far  less  danger  of  any  ambi- 
tious project  to  turn  their  arms  against  the  coun- 
try. In  such  case  the  people  are  most  generally 
united  by  danger  and  necessity  of  common  de- 
fence; but  where  you  teach  your  officers,  yotir 
soldiers,  the  lesson,  and  prove  it  by  example,  that 
the  idea  of  justice  and  humanity  is  lost  in  the 
power  of  your  arms,  what  else  can  you  expect 
tn  case  an  ambitious  and  unprincipled  man  shall 
be  placed  at  the  head  of  your  armies,  sent  to  com- 
mit acts  which  lay  aside  morality  and  religion, 
than  that  he,  whether  he  should  succeed  or  ^il 
in  the  enterprise,  should  attempt  to  profit  himself 
by  the  means  in  his  own  hanas  7  Sir,  the  man 
who  could  wantonly  and  wickedly  attempt  to 
promote  sedition  among  the  American  troops  in 
the  last  war,  with  the  same  black  and  diabcuical 
heart,  grown  more  hard  by  a  repetition  of  vile 
intrigue  and  occult  villainy,  would  not  hesitate 
to  seduce  from  their  allegiance  the  American 
Armynow ;  and  that  man  still  exists  in  our  coun- 
try, and,  much  to  the  disgrace  of  those  who  ap- 
pointed him,  in  high  and  responsible  offiq^ 

This  war,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  wrong;  it  was 
wrongfully  commenced ;  it  has  been  wrongfully 
prosecuted.  Such  a  scene  of  ridiculous  misfor- 
tune and  defeat  perhaps  never  was  known.  Why 
then  make  further  experiments  ?  Stop  while  you 
have  anything  left.  Tou  have  gambled  away  the 
national  character,  destroyed  the  national  credit, 
and  nearly  exhausted  the  national  finances. 

Should  a  new  army  be  raised,  and  a  new  loan 
be  filled,  the  men  and  money  are  to  be  subject  to 
the  same  indiscretion,  the  same  profligacy ;  and. 
sir,  prudence  forbids  that  the  public  money  shoula 
any  farther  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  men  who 
merge  the  dearest  interests  of  the  people  in  their 
own,  or  sacrifice  to  any  extent  the  public  finance 
in  gratifying  some  favorite  feeling  or  passion. 

Six  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  public 
money  was  most  imprudently  put  into  the  hands 
of  a  little  Governor  of  New  York,  (I  mean  no 
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disrespect  to  that  gentleman,  bat  that  he  was  not 
a  proper  officer,  to  whom  it  shoald  have  been 
paid.)  Why  was  this  money  placed  in  the  hands 
of  a  Giorernor  ?  Barely  he  was  not  a  paymaster, 
or  any  other  officer  of  the  Union,  and  could  not 
pledge  any  official  responsibility.  This  money 
undoubtedly  was  a  favor  to  the  Qorernor,  and 
secured  his  last  election.  Whether  it  has  been 
accounted  for  or  not,  is  yet  to  be  learned. 

If  there  was  no  other  objection  to  this  bill,  it 
is  enough,  that  the  money,  if  raised,  is  to  be  han- 
dled by  men  unworthy  of  confidence ;  I  mean 
not  to  say  that  all  are  of  that  description.  There 
are  good  men  in  office— nor  would  it  here  be 
proper  to  discriminate.  It  is  enough  for  my  pur- 
pose, that  the  Government  will  employ  agents, 
who  deserve  not  to  be  intrusted. 

Again,  look,  sir,  at  the  two  campaigns  already 
past,  and  read  the  future  fortune  of  the  Army ; 
and,  sir,  the  more  perfectly  to  understand  what 
has  been  done,  I  point  jovt  to  a  little  book  from 
the  War  Office,  containing  the  epistolary  coi're- 
spondence  of  jrour  Qenerals.  That  pamphlet 
aJooe  is  a  sufficient  sample  to  show  the  total 
want  of  arrangement,  system,  or  concert.  Time 
will  not  permit  me  to  examine  its  contents ;  but 
take  it  in  mass,  and  it  proves  how  badly  every 
operation  was  contrivea,  how  wretchedly  exe- 
cntedy  and  the  jealousies,  feuds^  and  insubordina* 
tion  of  the  officers.  General  Wilidnson  attributes 
to  the  disobedience  of  General  Hampton  the  fail- 
ure of  capturing  Montreal ;  and  in  the  same  letter 
shows  that  there  could  be  no  necessity  for  his  aid, 
u  he  expressly  states,  that  six  hundred  men  only 
guarded  that  city,  while  General  Wilkinson's 
army  exceeded  five  thousand  effective  men. 

I  am  no  judge,  sir,  but  military  men  pronounee 
leaving  the  forts  in  Kingston  and  Present,  to  pour 
out  an  army  upon  the  rear  of  the  Americana,  ^to 
scratch  theoi  in  the  back,"  as  an  unpardonable 
oversight ;  and  I  confess  reason  seems  to  fortify 
the  opinion.  Whose  fault  this  was  seems  not  to 
be  determined ;  indeed,  the  statements  of  the  Sec- 
retary at  War  and  the  commander  of  the  army 
are  so  equivocal,  that  those  gentlemen,  some  time 
after,  seem  not  to  know  what  opinions  they  had 

J[iven.  What,  then,  but  a  disregard  to  the  wel- 
are  of  our  country,  or  some  fatal  error,  will  in- 
dace  us  to  make  further  experiments  which  prom- 
ise hut  to  waste  the  blood,  the  treasure,  and  the 
character  of  the  nation,  in  abortive  attempts  to 
retrieve  our  losses  7 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  us  do 
not  agree  in  their  opinion  of  what  is  right,  what 
is  the  law  of  nations ;  and  although  their  differ- 
ence does  not  prove  that  they  are  all  wrong,  yet 
it  is  strong  evidence  that  one  is  wrong ;  if,  there- 
fore, they  cannot  a^ree  about  their  principles, 
while  laboring  to  mam  tain  the  same  cause,  they 
cannot  complain  of  the  minority  for  differing  al- 
together with  one  of  them. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  In- 
qbrsoll)  declared  that  he  was  well  satisfied  all 
our  difficulties  had  arisen  from  the  denial  of  Great 
Britain  that  free  ships  make  free  goods,  and  he 
exhausted  much  time  to  prove  the  correctness  of, 


the  position.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Jackson)  frankly  declared  that  no  pretension  was 
made,  that  free  ships  make  free  goods.  In  this 
essential  and  important  point  these  gentlemen  are 
at  issue.  Strange,  then,  they  should  so  severely 
reprobate  the  opposition  from  this  side  to  princi- 
ples which  they  cannot  agree  about  themselves  1 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  also  declared  that 
he  would  not  have  gone  to  war  for  naturalized 
seamen  -,  while  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
staled  that  no  peace  could  be  made  until  the  Brit- 
ish  would  abandon  the  right  of  impressing  them. 
Here  we  find  those  gentlemen  contending  against 
each  other,  not  only  as  to  the  freedom  of  goods 
which  have  a  neutral  fiag  waving  over  tbem,  hut 
as  it  respects  the  only  remaining  cause  of  war. 
Shall  the  war  then  be  continued,  so  long  as  its 
advocates  really  prove  the  right  for  which  we  are 
fighting  is  of  a  nature  so  equivocal,  that  the  ad- 
vocates of  that  war  hold  different  language  and 
different  opinions  as  relating  to  the  cause? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  advanced  one 
proposition  which  I  cannot  omit  to  notice.  That 
"  retaliation  to  be  just  must  not  fall  on  the  inno- 
cent third  party.''  Now,  sir,  I  admit  this  to  be 
true ;  and  if  true,  what  will  become  of  the  Pres- 
ident's system  of  retaliation  upon  British  cap- 
tives 1  Their  innocence  is  not,  cannot  be  denied. 
They  have  no  other  guilt  than  every  man  who  is 
connected  in  a  defensive  war. 

This  remark  of  the  ffentleman  leads  me  back 
once  more  to  the  French.  He  made  the  remark 
as  applicable  to  the  relation  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  to  show  the  unjust  cha- 
racter of  the  Orders  in  Council,  which  are  pre- 
tended bv  the  British  as  a  measure  of  retaliatioa 
against  the  French ;  and,  said  the  gentleman,  "if 
they  intended  to  retaliate  on  France,  they  had  no 
right  to  injure  us."  Be  it  so.  And  then  permit 
me  to  ask  how  can  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
in  the  same  speech,  in  the  same  section  of  his 
argument,  justify  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Mi- 
lan, as  a  retaliatory  measure  against  England,  for 
what  he  calls  her  paper  blockade?  It  will  not 
be  denied,  either  that  we  are  an  innocent  third 
party,  or  that  we  have  suffered  ^reat  loss  in  con- 
sequence of  those  decrees ;  and  if  all  this  be  true, 
what  becomes  of  the  boasted  impartialitv  of  our 
Government  in  relation  to  both  these  belligerent 
Powers  1 

The  gentleman  further  remarked  that  the  late 
President  did  right  in  sending  back  the  Treaty  of 
1806.  Sir,  this  act  of  Mr.  Jefferson  cannot  be 
justified.  In  the  first  place,  admitting  the  treaty 
to  possess  such  demerits  as  required  its  rejection, 
yet  the  President  alone  had  no  power  to  determine 
the  point ;  he  should  have  laid  it  before  the  Sea- 
ate.  And,  secondly,  I  venture  to  say,  the  ratifi- 
cation of  that  treaty  would  have  been  a  glorious 
thing  to  our  country  ^  and  those  glories,  its  peace, 
happiness,  and  prosper! tv,  have  been  bartered 
away  to  gratify  the  scruples,  the  follies,  and  re- 
sentments of  the  then  President  against  Eoghind, 
and  his  unjustifiable  fondness  fur  France.  Sir. 
that  treaty  was  a  good  one.  It  was  so  declared 
by  the  Ministers  who  negotiated  it,  one  of  whom 
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is  DOW  the  Minister  of  State,  the  other  Attorney 
General. 

[Here  Mr.  Sbipbbrd  read  a  paragraph  of  a 
letter  from  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  to  the 
then  Secretary  of  State.] 

Such  testimony  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  or 
rejected.  It  is  too  high,  too  authentic.  And  yet 
it  is  said,  notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  those 
gentlemen,  the  treaty  was  so  bad  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  lay  it  before  the  constituted  antbor- 
ity  to  say  whether  it  should  be  ratified  or  not. 

One  further  remark,  in  answer  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  and  I  have  done.  He  declares  that 
''the  enemy  have  more  patriotism  than  the  mi- 
nority here,  for  that  he  presents  an  unanimous 
front  against  us,  while  we  are  divided ;  although 
his  cause  is  bad  and  ours  good."  It  is  true,  that 
the  enemy  is  united  and  we  divided;  but  I  can- 
not believe  it  follows  that  we  are  less  patriotic, 
or  that  our  cause  is  better  from  these  premises. 
Whatever  the  fact  may  be,  it  would  really  seem, 
that  union  of  a  people  in  a  cause  was  some  evi- 
dence that  it  was  just,  and  division  that  it  was 
unjust.  In  the  last  war,  the  state  of  the  public 
mind  was  very  different.  England  then  was  di- 
vided; we  were  united.  They  then  invaded; 
we  defended.  We  now  invade  and  they  defend. 
And  if  any  conclusions  are  to  be  formed  from 
the  facts,  they  are,  that  we  are  now  wrong,  as 
we  were  right  in  the  last  war ;  and  that  a  com- 
mon sense  of  justice  has  produced  the  union  of 
the  one  and  division  of  the  other.  Tes,  sir,  we 
are  wrons;  we  have  sinned,  greatly  sinned;  we 
l»ve  shed  innocent  blood,  and  we  may  look  for 
calamity  and  disaster ;  for  the  judgments  of  Hea- 
yen  to  light  upon  us,  unless  we  abandon  the  im- 
pious career,  and  seek  by  repentance  the  pardon 
of  our  offences. 

Mr.  Sberwood  spoke  as  follows :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, after  the  very  able  discussion  which  the  bill 
upon  your  table  has  received  from  both  sides  of 
the  House — after  the  minute  financial  examina- 
tion of  the  subject,  the  acute  analytical  investi- 
gation of  the  causes  and  effects  of  the  war,  and 
after  the  energy  and  eloquence  of  my  honorable 
friends,  it  may  seem  presumption  in  one  of  my 
humble  powers  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee. But,  sir,  I  will  endeavor  to  tranquillize 
any  rising  spirit  of  impatience  by  an  assurance  of 
my  disposition  to  be  brief;  I  will  promise  the 
Committee  I  have  no  ambition  to  detain  them 
long,  and,  were  I  ambitious,  I  have  not  the  vanity 
to  believe  I  could  long  excite  the  interest  of  the 
House. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  bill  before  us  for  causes 
intrinsic,  sprlnginj^  immediately  from  the  bill  it- 
self'—such  as  the  immense  amount  contemplated 
to  be  borrowed — the  enormity  of  the  interest  at 
which  the  money  is  to  be  obtained — the  conse- 
quences to  the  Government  in  throwing  itself 
into  the  hands  of  money  lenders.  And  I  am  also 
opposed  to  it  for  causes  extrinsic,  arising  from  the 
Ulterior  application  of  the  money  to  be  obtained, 
and  the  consequences  of  such  application. 

The  amount  contemplated  to  be  raised  bv  this 
and  the  other  bill  is  thirty  millions  of  dollars — 


five  millions  by  Treasury  notes  and  tweuty-ive 
millions  by  loan.  We  have  already  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  war  raised  by  Treasury  notes  aad 
loans  fortr-four  million  five  hundred  thcmsand 
dollars,  rass  this  bill,  and  the  faith  of  the  Qc^^ 
ernment  if<  pledged  for  a  new  national  debt  of 
more  than  seventy  millions  of  dollars.  And  let 
me  ask  gentlemen  if  they  are  prepared'  to  mort- 
gage the  estates  of  their  constituents  for  the  pay- 
meat  of  this  enormous  sam  1  But,  sir,  the  time 
is  unfavorable  for  obtaining  this  enormous  loan. 
The  stock  you  have  already  thrown  into  market; 
much  of  it  is  not,  as  many  ^^entlemen  suppose, ia 
the  hands  of  your  moneyed  institutions ;  it  is  yet 
in  the  hands  of  your  speculators,  your  stock-johp 
bers,  who,  without  sufficient  capital  themselvei^ 
have  contrived  by  obtaining  liberal  bank  dia- 
eoants,  pledging  their  stock  as  collateral  security, 
to  raise  money  to  meet  the  instalments  which 
h«ve  not  as  yet  become  due.  If,  however,  the  prea- 
sore  upon  the  banks,  which  seems  to  haTe  com- 
menced at  the  East,  and  is  rapidly  travelling  ou 
to  the  South,  should  increase,  so  as  to  dimwtsk 
discounts,  the  consequence  will  be,  that  a  large 
amount  of  the  stock  will  be  thrown  into  the  mar- 
ket and  sales  necessarily  forced.  Should  this 
event  occur,  and  nothinff  is  more  probable,  stock 
will  be  below  par;  and  at  this  eventful  erisis, 
when  your  stoex  of  about  forij  millioas  may  be 
below  par,  or,  to  say  the  beet  of  it,  not  above  par, 
you  are  to  inundate  the  market  with  thirty  mil- 
lions of  additional  stock.  And  let  me  con  jure  gea- 
tlemen,  before  they  thus  pat  at  hazard  tue  credit 
of  this  Government,  to  pause  and  reasonably  sat- 
isfy themselves  who  will  vest  his  capital  in  thaa 
stock.  Are  your  banks  to  subscribe  any  more  f 
No,  sir,  it  is  believed  some  have  already  gone  so 
far  as  to  endanger  their  credit.  Are  your  real 
moneyed  capitalists  to  engage  in  it?  No,  sir,  they 
have  been  tempted  and  entreated  by  your  specu- 
lators, but  generally  tempted  and  entreated  in 
vain. 

But  gentlemen  tell  us  our  merchants,  whose 
capitals  are  restricted  from  their  accustomed  em- 
ployment, will,  at  the  present  moment,  readily  ia- 
vest  in  this  stock ;  in  this  calculation  the  friends 
to  this  bill,  1  believe,  are  also  mistaken.  Mer- 
chants have  no  inclination  to  withdraw  from 
their  accustomed  pursuits,  and  it  would  be  Ytrt 
difficult  to  persuade  them  into  a  course  which 
would«prevent  their  resuming  such  pursuits  when- 
ever the  channels  of  commerce  are  unlocked. 
Besides,  sir.  the  merchant  and  other  capitalists 
fear,  if  you  load  your  Government  with  such  aa 
immense  national  debt,  that  some  of  your  West- 
ern States,  who  will  never  own  a  dollar  of  it, 
will  find  that  shaking  off  all  liability  is  the  moat 
convenient  mode  of  redeeming  their  pledge. 

Again,  we  are  told  that  our  stodc  will  fall  into 
the  hands  of  foreign  capiulists.  We  shall,  by 
the  magic  operation  of  this  loan,  extract  funds 
from  the  enemy  to  enable  us  to  carry  on  the  war; 
and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who 
last  spoke  upon  this  subject,  (Mr.  Jaoksoh,)  a^ 
proved  and  enforced  the  argument.  And  is  it 
come  to  this,  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  si^ie  of 
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the  House  are  willing  to  hzwe  the  stock  of  our 
faods  placed  ia  the  hands  of  British  capitalists? 
And  are  they  who  were  so  sensitive  to  foreign 
inflaeoce — so  tremulously  fearful  of  the  power  of 
British  gold,  when  a  reincorporation  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  Bank  was  applied  for,  now  so  changed? 
Are  they  who  were  then  so  much  alarcned  at  the 
possession  by  British  capitalists  of  four  or  five 
millions  of  bank  stock,  now  ready  to  throw  into 
the  hands  of  the  same  capitalists  five  times  that 
lunount  of  your  national  loans? 

But  let  me  ask  gentlemen  what  reason  they 
have  to  suppose  that  British  capital  will  be  in- 
vested in  our  funds?  The  first  inducement  to  such 
an  investment  would  be  a  full  conviction  of  the 
faith  of  our  Government,  and  that  idea  presup- 
poses the  inteprrity  of  the  Union*  And  is  not  the 
latter  supposition  in  direct  hostility  to  the  opin- 
ions whicn  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  daily  make  and  pronounce  for  the 
British  nation?  Do  not  gentlemen  daily  tell  as, 
the  British  consider  this  Government  *' formed  of 
a  divided  people" — that  ^*  we  are  ready  for  a  dis- 
solution V^  And  from  such  premises  can  gentle- 
men draw  the  inference,  that  our  loan  is  to  be 
taken  by  British  capitalists  ? 

The  enormity  of  the  interest  to  be  paid  for  this 
loaii  forms  in  ray  mind  another  important  ob- 
jection to  the  bill.  The  last  loan  was  negotiated 
at  a  fraction  less  than  eight  per  cent,,  while  the 
interest  at  the  banks,  and  the  legal  interest  of 
most  of  the  States,  is  six ;  private  credit,  and  the 
credit  of  individual  States,  obtain  any  amount  at 
the  same  per  cent.;  and  yet,  sir,  this  Admini^^ra- 
tioQ,  under  the  management  of  its  present  rulers, 
pays  eight.  Sir^if  the  Administration  would  exert 
Itself  to  establish  the  credit  of  the  nation  upon  a 
basis  as  firm  as  private  credit;  if  it  would  show 
the  moneyed  men  a  redeeming  fond,  instead  of 
driving  back  from  your  Treasury  fifteen  millions 
of  annoal  commercial  revenue)  if  it  cherished 
the  just  interests  of  the  people,  and  soothed  and 
allayed  instead  of  exasperating  their  passions ;  if 
it  gave  to  calculating  men  a  rational  expectation 
that  the  halcyon  days  of  commercial  revenue 
would  agaia  be  restored  to  this  country ;  if,  in 
short,  the  ^*  restrictive  energies/' the  "anti'com- 
mercial  policy"  of  your  Administration  had  not 
exhausted  tbe  streams  of  public  revenue,  and,  in- 
deed, dried  up  its  very  source,  we  might  either 
have  had  in  the  Treasury  a  supply  for  our  wants, 
or  commanded  it  upon  ternas  advantageous  and 
creditable. 

The  gentleioan  from  Virginia,  to  whom  I  just 
alluded,  tells  us  that  in  loaning  money  to  the 
Government  there  is  "  no  patriotism  concerned ;" 
the  exaction  beyond  legal  interest  is  ^  usury." 
Now,  sir,  I  cannot  distinguish  between  the  evil 
consequences  of  throwing  the  pecuniary  concerns 
of  Government  into  the  bands  of  "  usurers"  and 
those  of  a  private  individual.  To  the  aQairs  of 
the  latter  we  know  it  would  be  ruin.  If  these 
gentry  once  get  the  noose  about  your  neck,  they 
are  as  relentless  as  death ;  give  them  eignt  per 
cent.,  they  will  ask  you  nine;  yield  them  this, 
they  will  rise  to  ten ;  and  so,  drawing  you  within 


their  grasp,  the  gripe  of  the  usurer  becomes  th« 
gripe  of  death.  If  the  Administration  must  raise 
this  enormous  sum,  why  not  apply  to  the  people 
at  once  and  collect  it?  Is  it  tearful  the  people 
will  see  and  realize  the  ruinous  tendency  of  its 
measures  ?  Does  it  lack  courage  to  show  to  each 
individual  the  proportion  for  which  his  estate  is 
mortgaged  ?  Does  it  suppose,  by  shuffling  off  the 
"  hour  of  reckoning,"  its  political  life  is  ^  yet  to 
be  spared  another  day  ?"  Does  it  suppose  the  peo- 
ple had  rather  pay  twelve  per  cent.,  Government 
mterest,  (doubling  the  debt  upon  them  in  eight 
years,)  than  each  now  to  pay  his  proportion,  bor« 
rowing  himself  at  six,  if  necessary  ?  1  believe,  sir, 
the  interest  and  feeling  of  my  constituents,  corres- 
ponding with  my  own,  hostile  to  a  national  debt, 
which  thus  feeds  and  fattens  the  speculators  aai 
usurers  of  your  country. 

Again,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  the  influence  which 
will  be  given  to  the  money  lenders,  whom  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Jac»> 
BON)  designates  as  lacking  patriotism.  A  mon- 
eyea  influence  in  a  Republican  Government 
should  ever  be  rigidly  and  firmly  resisted,  filver^r 
member  of  every  branch  of  our  Government 
should  be  kept  free  from  temptation ;  free  from 
suspicion  of  such  an  influence,  and  clear  from  the 
contagious  atmosphere  generated  ip  its  use.  In 
aristocratical  and  monarchical  Governments,  pec* 
haps,  the  reverse  of  this  general  proposition  is 
correct ;  and  bence,  perhaps,  the  maxim  in  siieh 
Governments  *'a  national  dent  is  a  national  bless* 
ing."  But  in  this  country  I  trust  such  a  maxiA 
will  never  insinuate  itself  into  the  progress  cf 
our  affairs,  so  as  to  reach  and  blunt  the  feeUngs 
of  the  people.  Who  can  deny,  however,  that  with 
forty  millions  of  public  stock,  recently  issued  to 
the  avarice  and  cupidity  of  the  nation,  and  with 
an  almost  equal  amount  contemplated  now  to  be 
issued,  that  our  fears  should  be  excited? 

I  shall  regret  to  see,  but  the  period  may  not  be 
far  off,  when  speculators,  stock-jobbers,  and  iisur* 
ers,  will  swarm  about  your  Capitol,  thrusting 
themselves  into  the  very  sanctuary  of  your  Legia- 
lature ;  infesting  your  lobbies  and  galleries;  kindly 
devising  and  lulvising  the  laws  for  your  enact- 
ment.  So  deeply  interested  for  the  public  good, 
their  precious  time  will  be  wholly  devoted  to  aid- 
ing you  in  financial  arrangements.  The  period 
may  be  at  hand,  sir,  when  you  will  see  them 
moving  about  your  palace,  and  the  departments 
of  your  Cabinet,  disinterestedly  helping  your  See- 
retaries  to  select  suitable  persons  for  the  offices  of 
your  Government.  Let  this  moneyed  influence 
get  the  advantage  of  your  means,  and  your  Gov- 
ernment will  be  to  it  "  as  clay  in  the  hands  of  ths 
potter ;"  it  will  mould  and  fashion  it  to  its  own 
likiiig.  Yes,  sir,  let  these  usurers  get  foothold, 
and  they  will  prey  upon  your  vitals ;  vou  wiU 
see  them  hovering  about  your  Treasury  like  crows 
about  a  carcass,  croaking  for  the  last  morsel. 

My  opposition  to  the  bill,  Mr.  Chairmen,  for 
cause  extrinsic,  arises  from  the  avowed  appltcar 
tion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  loan  to  the  carrying 
on  the  war  of  conquest  in  which  we  are  engaged  ; 
a  war,  the  retrospect  of  which  humbleis  the  Just 
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pride  which  AmerieaDs  did  feei,  and,  I  trast.  maf 
yet  feel ;  a  war,  the  prosecution  of  which  reason 
and  experience  forbid ;  for,  in  prospect,  our  coun- 
try's honor,  and  its  fame,  and  hope,  are  cast  in 
shade,  and  we  can  scarcely  collect  a  ray  of  light 
to  irradiate  the  picture. 

In  Tiewing  the  subject  of  this  war,  arowedly 
prosecuted  for  the  conquest  of  Canada,  we  are 
naturallr  led  to  consider  the  causes  of  its  decla- 
ration, the  cause  of  its  continuance,  and  the  con- 
sequences flowing  from  its  prosecution.  As  it  is 
not  my  present  purpose  to  detain  the  Committee 
with  a  minute  or  critical  examination  of  either 
of  these  topics,  I  shall  limit  myself  to  rery  few 
remarks. 

But,  sir,  we  are  to  be  checked  at  the  threshold 
of  this  discussion.  We  are  told  by  the  majority 
that  the  causes  and  consequences  of  the  war  are 
useless  discussions ;  that  war  is  duly  declared  by 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  GoTernment; 
and  to  hold  and  inculcate  opinions  against  it  is  to 
oppose  OoTernment — it  is  moral  treason.  Gen- 
tlemen hare  not  yet  gone  so  far  as  to  pronounce 
the  expression  of  our  opinions  as  actual  treason, 
but  hare  coined  a  new  grade  of  offence,  and 
christened  us  ''moral  traitors."  Whether  this 
newly  devised  offence  of  differing  with  the  Ad- 
ministration in  opinion,  and  assuminir  the  hardi- 
hood to  express  such  opinion  pn  this  floor,  and  in 
this  nation,  is  to  be  chastised  with  the  arm  and 
the  power  of  the  Administration,  is  yet  to  be 
learned.  The  gentleman  from  Virgmia  fMr. 
Jackson)  has  told  us,  however,  when  speaxing 
of  this  new  species  of  treason,  that  it  must  be 
put  down  \  the  Administration  must  adopt  a  new 
motto,  put  it  down  "  peaceably  if  they  can,  forci- 
bly if  they  must." 

Now,  sir,  before  this  motto  shall  be  engraved 
upon  the  tablets  of  the  Administration,  I  conjure 
gentlemen  to  pause !  The  people  of  this  countrv 
are  freemen  in  sentiment,  freemen  inaction ;  and, 
before  you  can  abridge  them  of  the  liberty  of 
forming  and  expressing  their  opinions  upon  the 
measures  of  the  Administration,  you  must  abridge 
their  existence.  A  re  gentlemen  aware  of  the  con- 
sequences of  establishing  this  motto  ?  The  mere 
suggestion  is  calculated  to  lead  the  sturdy  yeo- 
manry of  this  country  to  the  jealous  point  of 
daring,  and  the  attempt  to  enforce  it  would  bring 
upon  us  the  horrors  ot  civil  war.  Before  gentle- 
men assent  to  this  motto,  let  them  trace  the  ef- 
fects ;  let  them  count  the  costs.  This  Adminis- 
tration never  could  enforce  a  doctrine  so  absurd, 
so  tyrannical.  Sir,  the  single  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, adopting  the  opinion  of  a  just  right,  which 
they  believed  authorized  and  secured  by  the  Con- 
stitution, could  not  be  put  down  by  the  whole 
force  of  the  Administration  south  of  the  Chesa- 
pei^e.  I  regret,  sir,  that  this  subject,  in  itself 
delicate,  could  not  have  been  handled  with  a  del- 
icacy better  adapted  to  assuage  and  soften  down 
the  irritations  of  human  nature;  but  it  is  an  inci- 
dent to  the  freedom  of  opinion  and  discussion  to 
lesist  every  encroachment  upon  either  in  the  lan- 
guage of  truth  and  firmness. 

The  majority  find  it  very  difficult  to  agree  on 


the  just  cause  for  the  continuance  of  this  war. 
The  cause  assigned  for  its  declaration,  the  Brit- 
ish Orders  in  Council  inhibiting  neutral  com- 
merce to  certain  French  ports,  ceased  with  their 
revocation.  Whether  these  orders  were  really 
just  cause  of  war  as  against  Great  Britain,  or 
whether  they  were  merely  retaliatory  of  the 
French  decrees,  has  been  so  often  and  so  ably 
discussed,  that  I  shall  not  attempt  to  consume  the 
time  of  the  House  on  that  point.  Suffice  it  to 
say  they  are  now  revoked.  They  were  revoked 
within  five  days  of  the  declaration  of  war.  Nor 
will  I  uke  up  the  time  of  the  House  to  inquire 
whether  the  Orders  in  Council  were  revoked  in 
consequence  of  the  repeal  of  the  French  decreeS| 
or  the  coercive  effects  of  our  restrictire  system. 
I  will  only  observe  that  the  British  were  pledged 
to  revoke  their  restrictions  whenever  the  French 
decrees  were  repealed,  and  due  notice  given  of 
such  repeal.  They  redeemed  their  pledge — they 
did  revoke  them.  Neither  will  I  examine  whe- 
ther it  was  the  deception  of  the  French  Gfovern- 
ment  practised  upon  our  Administration,  devel- 
oped in  their  celebrated  decree,  beahns  date  11th 
April,  1811,  (now  universally  admittea  to  be  fab- 
ricated,) that  precipitately  brought  our  Adminis- 
tration into  this  war. 

The  ostensible  cause  of  war  was  these  Orders 
in  Council.  So  said  the  friends  of  the  war  in 
Congress  when  developing  the  riews  of  the  Ad- 
ministration ;  such,  too,  is  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee who  responded  to  the  President's  war 
Message;  and  so  wrote  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
our  foreign  Minister.  This  ostensible  cause,  then, 
is  removed,  and  yet,  the  war  is  continued.  On  re- 
ceipt of  the  revocation  of  the  British  Orders  in 
Council,  the  British  ProTincial  Governor  pro- 
posed an  armistice  by  land,  and  Admiral  War- 
ren seconded  his  views  by  a  similar  proposition 
by  sea.  Our  Government  rejected  the  proposi- 
tions. If  our  Administration  was  disponed  for 
peace,  why  not,  after  the  revocation  of  her  Or- 
ders in  Council,  and  a  proposition  from  the  ene- 
my for  an  armistice,  why  not  accede  to  it?  Could 
a  moment  more  favorable  have  been  expected  7 
If  the  Administration  had  then  consented  to  have 
stayed  the  arm  of  hostility  and  devastation,  its 
friends  would  not  have  been  driven  to  the  neces- 
sity of  hunting  up  other  causes  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war. 

We  are  now  toldnhat  impressment  is  the  prin- 
cipal cause.  The  British  contend  for  }be  right 
of  searching  neutral  merchant  vessels  upon  the 
highway  of  nations,  and  taking  out  such  of  their 
own  citizens  as  they  may  find  on  board  such 
vessels.  This  claim  set  up  by  the  British  fre- 
quently operates  injuriously.  From  the  similar- 
ity of  habits  and  language  of  the  two  nations^ 
mistakes  are  often  made,  and  American  sailors 
have  been  the  victims  of  the  enemy's  policy ;  but 
whenever  they  have  chosen  to  assert  and  mani- 
fest their  citizenship,  they  have  always  been  re- 
leased. This  claim  of  the  British  has  uniformly 
been  considered  as  one  operating  unjustly,  and 
every  Administration,  from  the  days  of  Wash- 
ington down  to  the  present,  have  made  it  cause 
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of  eomplaiot ;  none,  however,  have  thought  it 
cause  or  war.  The  priocifMil  irritations  growing 
out  of  this  subject  have  arisen  from  British  sutP 
jects  claiming  American  protections.  Many 
worthless  foreigners,  renegade  Irish,  Scotch,  and 
Englishmen,  ha?e  not  only  attempted  to  palm 
themselves  upon  British  officers  as  Americans, 
but  have  actually  succeeded  in  the  attempt. 
These  impositions  frequently  detected,  and,  per- 
haps, attributable  in  some  measure  to  the  manner 
in  which  American  protections  are  obtained,  op- 
erate upon  the  real  American  sailor  by  alarming 
the  jealousy,  aharpening  the  scrutiny,  and  ex- 
citing the  tyranny  of  the  British  officer.  My  ob- 
ject being  to  show  that  this  complaint  of  impress- 
ment was  not  considered  as  a  catise  of  war,  I  have 
merely  adverted  to  the  causes  assigned  contem- 
poraneously with  its  declaration,  and  content  my- 
self with  the  inference  which  inevitably  follows. 

G|entlemen  who  feel  the  force  of  these  recol- 
lections are  driven  to  assiffa  other  causes;  and, 
what  is  not  astonishing,  when  ingenuity  alone  is 
to  be  exercised,  they  do  not  agree  as  to  what  was 
really  the  cause  of  the  war.  An  honorable  gen- 
deman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Inorrboll) 
thought  it  was  cause  of  war  that  the  British  de- 
aied  the  doctrine  .^.that  free  ships  make  free 
goods.''  Another  gentleman  (Mr.  Jackson)  of 
the  majority,  showed  that  the  British  were  cor- 
rect, and  if  yon  allow  the  neutral  flag  to  protect 
the  goods  that  sailed  under  it,  it  might  lead  to  the 
most  abominable  fraud. 

Another  cause  urged  by  gentlemen  is,  that  the 
enemy  instigated  the  Indians  to  hostility  against 
OS.  One  gentleman,  (Mr.  I.)  said  it  was  a  "'  mo- 
mentous case  of  war,"  and  he  was  surprised  the 
Administration  did  not  think  of  it  when  war  was 
declared ;  *'  there  never  was  so  fine  an  opportu- 
nity for  making  a  declaration  of  war."  If  this 
gentleman  is  right,  then  it  is  cause  of  just  regret 
to  the  majoritv  that  they  were,  at  that  period, 
deprived  of  talents  so  astute  and  brilliant  as  his, 
for  they  undoubtedly  would  have  had  a  declara- 
tion of  war,  8ur|»assing  in  its  effects  the  most  fin- 
ished proclamation  of  the  present  era. 

A  recurrence  to  the  history  of  the  session  of 
Congress,  in  1812,  will  convince  this  gentleman 
that  he  is  mistaken  as  to  the  fact  of  the  existence 
of  this  cause  of  war.  The  Administration  were 
certainly  not  unmindful  of  the  great  advantage 
such  a  cause  would  have  had  in  enlisting  the  feel- 
ings of  the  community  in  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  then  determined  hostility;  a  committee  of 
this  House  was  therefore  raised  to  inquire  spe- 
cially into  the  subject;  and,  although  a  labored 
report  was  prepared  and  printed,  it  was  thought 
most  advisable  to  suffer  it  to  rest  undisturbed 
upon  the  shelf— not  unlike  another  late  volumi- 
nous report.  The  barbarity  of  the  circumstances 
is  more  apparent  than  their  authenticity  is  satis- 
factory; and  opposed  to  this  doubtful  presump- 
tive testimony,  was  the  positive  disavowal  of  the 
British  Minister,  Mr.  Foster,  of  the  connexion  of 
his  Government  with  the  Indian  aggressions. 

The  Orders  in  Council  have  ceased.  Impress- 
ment is  a  subject  of  complaint,  not  a  cause  of 


war.  The  instigation  of  the  Indian  hostility  lacks 
authenticity.  Our  war  is  therefore  continued 
without  a  sufficient  cause. 

If  our  cause  was  just,  and  the  feelinffs  of  the 
people  were  united  to  avenge  it,  this  Administra- 
tion ought  not  to  be  intrusted  with  conducting  it. 
The  history  of  the  progress  of  the  war  has  fixed 
upon  the  Administration  a  character  too  promi- 
nent to  be  concealed,  too  just  to  be  denied ;  its  ^ 
principal  characteristics  are  impotency  of  man* 
agement,  and  profligacy  of  expense. 

The  minority,  who  resisted  the  declaration  of 
war,  in  a  course  of  manly  prediction  and  almost 
miraculous  prophecy,  pointed  out  its  evils.  They 
warned  you,  as  with  a  voice  of  wisdom,  against 
the  delusive  scheme  of  conquering  the  Canadas ; 
they  foretold  to  you  many  of  the  disasters  which 
have  since  been  realized ;  they  warned  jrou  of  the 
danger  of  your  seaboard  ;  andf  they  conjured  yon 
to  avoid  the  desolation  of  your  Western  frontier : 
these  warnings  were  regarded  not,  but  thev  can- 
not be  forgotten,  and  the  truth  of  them  will  add 
poignancy  to  their  recollection. 

A  recurrence  to  the  events  of  the  war  is  but 
little  more  than  a  review  of  our  disgraces.  Whe* 
ther  we  commence  with  the  '' planting  of  our 
standard"  in  the  enemy's  province  by  Hull,  or 
terminate  with  the  progress  of  our  last  Northern 
campaign,  the  result  is  the  same.  Our  armiea 
wasted,  our  means  dissipated,  and  a  fair  portion 
of  our  country  laid  in  ruin.  Though  brave  offi- 
cers and  good  soldiers  have  labored  to  support 
the  sinking  honor  of  the  country,  their  efforta 
have  been  counterbalanced  by  the  weakness  and 
the  folly  of  the  plans  and  the  counter-plans  of  the 
principal  managers.  The  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  on  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  our  arms, 
developes  most  strikingly  the  weakness,  if  not  the 
wickedness,  of  those  who  conducted  the  last  cam» 
paiffn.  An  examination  of  this  correspondence 
will  satisfy  any  gentleman  that,  instead  of  your 
armies  being  directed  by  the  united  energies  of 
your  officers,  petty  jealousies,  malignant  hatred, 
and  much  mysterious  cunning,  have  distracted 
and  defeated  their  operations ;  Instead  of  seeking 
honorable  fame,  achieved  by  great  and  glorious 
deeds,  they  seem  to  have  sought  that  compara- 
tive fame,  which  elevates  itselfby  the  destruction 
of  others. 

I  will  not  detain  the  Committee  to  show  the 
various  changes  of  the  plan  of  the  Northern  cam- 
paign ;  how  one  day  Kingston  was  to  be  taken  by 
a  "  direct  attack"  of  the  army,  crossing  from  Sack- 
ett's  Harbor,  and  the  next  day  by  an  "  indirect 
attack"  by  tne  way  of  Montreal ;  nor  will  I  point 
to  the  cordiality  with  which  the  principal  Gen- 
erals so  manifestly  *' harmonized"  in  the  great 
objects  of  the  campaign ;  nor  shall  I  attempt  to 
describe  with  what  deep  skill  the  prime  juggler 
behind  the  scene  moves  the  puppets  for  their  de- 
struction or  his  eventual  fame. 

When  the  war  was  declared,  Canada  was  to  be 
taken  io  ten  weeks.  All  the  power  that  Admin- 
istration have  wished,  or  could  derive  under  the 
Government,  has  been  at  its  disposal.  Armies  as 
large  as  the  majority  chose  to  vote  them  have 
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been  gntnted ;  money,  as  much  as  bss  been  asked 
for,  has  been  obtained ;  in  short,  Administration 
has  commanded  the  Constitutional  resources  of 
the  country,  and  what  has  it  accompUshed  7  We 
now  have  actual  possession  of  Maiden,  and  imsg* 
inary  possession  of  the  wilderness  opposite  De- 
troit, while  th€  enemy  have  possession  of  the  im- 
portant peninsula  connecting  Lakes  Erie  and 
Ontario,  and  of  the  desolated  remains  of  the  once 
flourishing  villages  along  the  Niagara.  Such  is 
the  progress  your  Administration  have  made  to- 
wards the  conquest  of  Canada — so  they  have  ful- 
filled their  engagements  of  glorious  warfare. 

Bnt,  sir,  the  profligacy  of  our  present  expense 
is  equalled  only  by  the  diminution  of  the  radical 
resources  of  the  country.  The  estimate  for  the 
current  year,  and  a  reasonable  allowance  for 
claims  of  indemnity,  added  to  a  loss  of  commercial 
revenue,  will  probably  fall  little  short  of  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars;  while  a  permanent  irrep- 
arable loss  to  the  wealth  of  your  country,  arises 
from  the  diversion  of  foreign  commerce,  from  a 
chaose  of  the  industrious  habits  of  the  country, 
and  irom  a  want  of  the  necessary  labor  for  agri- 
cultural  pursuits. 

Two  years  have  nearly  expired  since  we  have 
been  engaged  in  this  contest,  which  now  is  gen- 
erally called  a  war  for  ^^  sailors'  righu"— a  war  to 
protect  foreigners  against  their  lawful  sovereign 
on  the  high  seas.  Were  it  to  protect  the  natu- 
ralized citizen  on  our  own  soil,  who  mingles  and 
mixes  in  the  homebred  duties  of  social  life,  every 
feeling  of  my  heart  would  be  engaged;  but  for 
the  protection  of  such  ''sailors'  rights,"  I  would 
not  sacrifice  one  native  American.  And  yet,  sir, 
for  these  *' sailors'  rights,"  have  you  expended 
millions  and  millions  of  your  treasure,  loaded 
your  citizens  with  taxes,  and  sacrificed  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  every  class  in  society.  In  this 
war  for  ^sailors'  rights,"  have  your  villages  been 
pillaged,  innocence  violated,  the  peaceful  dwell- 
mgs  of  your  citizens  razed,  and  a  whole  country 
desolated?  Yes,  sir,  armies  have  been  swept 
away,  many  valuable  lives  have  been  lost — not  so 
many  valuable  lives,  for  into  your  Army,  gene- 
rally, you  have  been  unable  to  draw  men  either 
valuable  to  themselves,  or  valuable  to  the  eom- 
BMinity. 

From  all  these  considerations,  1  cannot  give 
my  vote  for  this  enormous  loan.  If,  instead  of 
purposes  of  conquest,  the  majority  would  def  ise 
a  system  for  defending  our  own  soil,  I  would  yield 
them  every  aid.  however  badly  I  think  of  the 
original  cause  of  war,  of  its  continuance,  or  the 
managers  of  it. 

I  know  my  constituents  are  unwilling  to  barter 
their  lives  and  their  fortunes  for  the  conquest  of 
Canada,  and,  with  me,  would  withhold  every  dol- 
lar which  is  intended  for  that  object.  Yes.  sir,  I 
would  bar  the  main  spring  of  your  political  clock, 
and  let  your  journeymen  politicians  wind  and 
wind  in  vain ;  no  longer  should  be  rung,  in  mel- 
ancholy chime,  the  dreadful  notes  of  desolation 
and  distress  from  Georgia  to  Maine,  from  Cham- 
plain  to  Orleans. 

When  Mr.  Sherwood  had  concluded— 


Mr.  Grundt  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  had  determined  lo  remain 
silent  during  this  discussion,  and  nothing  but  the 
extraordinary  course  pursued  by  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  could  nave  induced 
me  to  relinquish  that  determination.  Not  satis- 
fied with  replying  to  the  arguments  urged  by  the 
majority  at  the  present,  they  have  assailed  senti- 
ments advanced  by  me  at  the  last  session ;  nor 
has  this  been  done  by  one  or  two  only,  but  by  all 
who  have  addressed  you ;  yes,  sir,  from  the  great- 
est to  the  least— from  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Pickebino,)  down  to 
the  gentlemen  from  North  Carolina,  (Messrs.  Cui- 
pepbr  and  Pearson.)  who  spoke  a  short  time 
since — this  has  constituted  the  burden  of  their 
soBg.  But  for  tbis,  I  should  have  been  saved  the 
trouble  of  speaking,  and  you  the  fatigue  of  hear- 
ingme. 

Before  I  proceed  to  an  examination  of  tbeir 
arguments,  the  Committee  will  iodalge  me  a  few 
moments  in  taking  a  view  of  the  subjects  under 
consideration,  different  from  any  yet  presented. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  an^  Means  have  re- 
commended to  the  House  the  adoption  of  a  biS 
prbviding  for  a  loan  of  twenty-five  millions  of 
dollars ;  the  majority  seem  disposed  to  grant  the 
supply  asked  for,  the  minortly  say  it  ousht  not 
to  be  granted— toe  question  then  is,  whicli  party 
is  right  ?  This  can  best  be  decided  by  an  exam- 
ination into  the  effects  which  will  result  from  the 
adoption  of  the  one  course  or  the  other.  If  more 
public  good  will  result  from  the  passage  of  the 
bill  than  from  its  rejection,  the  minority  are  act» 
inj^  erroneously.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  more  evil 
will  arise  from  its  passage  than  from  iu  rejeetioR| 
the  minority  are  acting  correctly.  Yon  are  en* 
gag:ed,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  a  war  with  a  powerful 
nation,  on  whose  magnanimity  and  justice,  judg- 
ing from  past  experience,  you  can  place  no  re- 
liance. Should  this  bill  pass,  you  will  be  prepared 
to  arm  the  American  people,  and  (should  nego* 
liation  fail)  meet  your  enemy  in  the  field  ofhitt* 
tie ;  you  will  be  prepared  to  assert  your  rights  by 
the  sword  ;  you  will  exhibit  your  Government  ia 
the  attitude  which  is  most  commanding,  with  the 
sword  in  the  one  hand,  and  the  olive  branch  in 
the  other,  saying  to  the  enemiesof  jour  country^- 
Choose  ye  which  to  select.  This  is  what  the 
majority  recommend.  What  is  the  course  ad^ro- 
cated  by  the  minority  ?  Disarm  the  Americnm 
people,  lay  down  your  weapons  of  warfare,  and 
do  what  ?  Ask  pardon  and  forgiveness,  for  your 
transgressions,  and  accept  of  such  terms  as  the 
enemy  will  accord  to  you.  Is  thisa  course  wprthf 
of  a  great  and  free  people?  Would  yqu  not  by 
this  demonstrate  to  the  world  that  you  are  un- 
worthy of  that  liberty  which  you  enjoy  ?  I  eon* 
fess,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  almost  tempted  to  doubt 
the  sincerity  of  gentlemen's  declarations,  when  I 
look  at  the  low  and  degraded  state  to  which  the 
country  would  be  reduced,  should  the  opposition 
to  this  bill  succeed.  Further,  sir,  by  the  money 
contemplated  to  be  raised  under  the  authority  ik 
this  bill,  you  can  comply  with  all  your  engage- 
ments ;  you  can  pay  the  officers  and  soldiers  al- 
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read jT  io  f<^^t  service ;  yod  oan  support  that  aavy 
of  waich  all  parties  claim  to  be  the  patrons ;  yoQ 
ean  pay  the  stipulated  portion  of  former  debts ; 
in  sbort,  yoa  will  sopport  the  pablic  credit ; — re- 
ject it,  and  you  cannot  pay  those  at  present  in 
your  employment;  your  nary  must  rot,  your 
ability  to  obtain  loans  at  any  future  period  will 
be  entirely  annihilated ;  for  once  let  it  be  ascer- 
tained that  your  punctuality  is  not  to  be  depended 
on,  rely  on  it,  it  will  be  idle  to  attempt  to  borrow. 
What,  sir.  has  hitherto  kept  up  the  price  of  Amer- 
ican stocK  at  home  and  abroad?  It  has  been 
that  rigid  regard  to  justice  and  good  faith  which 
has  at  all  times  characterized  this  Qorernment. 
There  are  cases  in  which,  probably,  a  government 
might  fail  punctually  to  comply  with  its  engage- 
ments, and  still  the  public  credit  might  not  be 
greatly  affected.  This  would  not,  however,  be 
one  of  those  cases;  because,  in  this  instance, 
there  would  not  only  be  a  failure,  but  it  would 
be  unaccompanied  with  an  honest  exertion  to- 
wards compliance.  If,  sir,  the  idea  shall  ever 
meet  with  public  sanction,  that  one  political  party 
may  ineur  a  debt  and  their  political  opponents 
itaad  justified  in  refusing  to  discharge  it,  I  pro- 
Bounce  that  public  credit  is  at  an  end,  and  this 
form  of  government  will  soon  follow  it.  At  the 
last  session,  a  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Oaklbt)  furnished  the  best  apology  that  could 
be  made  for  his  vote  against  the  loan  bill ;  but  I 
have  heard  nothing  of  the  kind  from  others;  and 
even  his  apology  was  not  very  satisfactory.  Af- 
ter the  passage  of  that  bill,  he  declared  he  would 
have  voted  for  it,  only  he  knew  the  majority  were 
bound  to  pass  it.  He  seemed  justly  to  appreciate 
the  importance  of  preserving  the  public  faith.  I 
thought  the  sentiment  honorable  to  him;  but  I 
confess  it  did  occur  to  me  that  he  had  adopted 
too  easy  a  method  to  get  clear  of  the  trouble  of 
doing  his  duty  for  himself.  I  did  suppose  that 
the  better  way  was  for  each  individual  to  do  that 
which  appeared  right  to  himself,  and  not  leave 
it  to  others  to  perform  it  for  him.  If,  however, 
that  gentleman  can  reconcile  sneh  conduct  to  his 
own  conscience,  it  is  not  for  me  to  censure  or 
condemn.  Who,  Mr.  Chairman,  complain  most 
of  the  defenceless  state  of  the  country  ?  The 
very  men  who  refuse  to*grant  men  and  money 
for  its  defence.  They  say  they  need  protection, 
and  criminate  the  Government  for  the  want  of 
it;  and  at  the  same  time  use  all  their  exertions 
to  withhold  from  the  Administration  the  means 
of  protecting  them. 

oir,  members  venerable  for  their  age  and  ex- 
perience, and  more  so  for  their  pursuits  in  life^ 
(for  they  profess  to  be  the  interpreters  of  the  word 
of  truth,}  bave  said  in  debate  that  this  is  a  wicked 
and  irreligious  war;  and  quote  the  expressions, 
^'  Thou  shall  not  kill,"  ^.}  ''Love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself,"  d^./  in  support  of  this  charge.  Do 
these  gendemeoi  suppose  that  the  book  to  which 
thev  refer,  the  authority  of  which  all  admit,  is  so 
little  understood  that  misinterpretations  of  this 
kind  can  be  practised  successfully  ?  Can  it  be 
believed,  that  that  Deity,  who,  on  many  occasions, 
expressly  commanded  wars  to  be  made ;  he  who 


led  his  favorite  people  to  battle,  and  was  a  shield 
and  defence  to  them  in  the  hour  of  danger,  should 
condemn  all  wars  as  unlawful  ?  These  gentle- 
men have  forgotten  that  the  British  Government, 
which  they  consider  as  the  ffreat  promoter  of 
Christianity,  is  in  the  habit  of  shedaing  6umaa 
blood  by  her  wars.  Yes,  that  moraf  and  religious 
nation  is  more  frequently  engaged  in  war  than 
any  other;  not  defensive  wars  only,  but  offensive 
foreign  wars.  Examine  her  history,  and  you 
will  find  that  within  the  last  six  hundred  and 
ten  years  she  has  been  at  war  two  hundred  and 
sixty-one  years  with  a  single  nation ;  and  during 
that  period  she  has  never  been  invaded,  though 
at  particular  periods  greatly  threatened.  The 
same  gentlemen  affect  to  value  the  blessings 
of  civil  liberty,  as  enjoyed  by  us,  and  to  revere 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  can 
they  not  remember  that  these  are  the  effects  of 
the  war  of  the  Revolution?  If  all  wars  are  for- 
bidden by  the  law  of  God,  the  Revolution  was 
an  immoral  and  wicked  thing,  and  those  who 
achieved  it  are  liable  to  censure,  rather  than  en- 
titled to  that  praise  which  all  parties  unite  in  be-* 
stowing  on  them. 

It  is  also  ^Ueffed  that  it  is  unjust  to  invade 
Canada.  In  the  Revolutionary  war  it  was  inva- 
ded ;  and  I  defy  those  who  pretend  they  are  the 
disciples  of  Washington,  to  show  any  difference 
in  principle  between  the  propriety  of  an  invasion 
then,  and  an  invasion  now.  Yet  at  that  period 
the  illustrious  man  who  commanded  the  Amer- 
ican armies,  and  all  those  who  were  united  with 
him  in  rescuinp^  this  country  from  the  unfeeling 
grasp  of  a  foreign  tyrant,  decided  that  the  con- 
quest of  the  Canadas  was  just  and  expedient. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  speak  on  that 
point  which  produced  the  necessity  of  my  ad- 
dressing you :  Moral  treason— that  sentiment  ex* 
pressed  by  me  at  a  former  session,  which  has 
excited  so' much  sensibility,  and  given  rise  to  so 
much  censure.  To  whom  have  I  ascribed  it? 
Not  to  those  who  exercise  their  Constitutional 
privilege  of  opposing  measures  before  they  are 
adopted  by  the  constituted  authorities;  not  to 
those  who  shall}  even  after  their  adoption,  deliver 
their  sentiments  freely  against  them ;  not  to  those 
who  shall  fail  to  join  the  Army  themselves,  or 
decline  to  loan  their  money ;  but  to  those  who 
shall  exert  their  influence  to  prevent  others  from 
enlisting,  and  shall  combine  together  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  loans  fVoin  being  filled.  Men 
of  the  latter  description,  I  did  say,  were,  in  my 
judgment,  guilty  of  treason  in  a  moral  point  of 
view.  I  say  so  still.  It  is  an  opinion  which  re- 
flection has  doubly  confirmed ;  it  is  an  opinion  I 
shall  never  retract.  So  far  from  it,  would  to  God 
it  were  written  in  letters  of  sunshine  in  the  very 
centre  of  Heaven,  that  all  the  world  might  read. 
It  is  opposing  the  laws  after  they  are  constitu- 
tionally enacted;  it  is  attempting  to  prevent  the 
operation  of  the  laws  by  other  means  than  a  re- 
peal of  them;  and  the  latter  is  the  only  way  in 
which  I  believe  the  effect  of  any  law  can  with 
propriety  be  defeated. 

Gentlemen  who  are  so  very  sensitive  on  this 
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subject  lu4  belter  look  back  a  few  years,  and  see  or  GorerBineat,  than  anch  penon,  being  thereof  coof 
how  they  thoaght  and  acted  when  in  power,  and  ^ricted  before  any  eoori  of  the  United  States  having 
perhaps  a  review  of  this  kind  will  show  them  joiisdiction  thereof  shall  be  ponished  by  a  fine  not 
the  true  difference  between  us  on  this  point.  We  !  exceeding  two  thooaand  doilais,  and  by  impriaonnieni 
say  such  condact  as  I  have  described  is  unjusti-  .  "*^  exceeding  two  yean. 

fiable.*  We  advise,  we  admonish,  we  entreat  Now,  sir,  examine  the  extent  of  the  provisioos 
those  who  practise  it,  to  desist.  Not  so  in  1798. ;  I  have  read.  It  is  declared,  that  if  any  persons 
The  party  then  in  power  acted ;  they  passed  their  j  shall  unlawfully  combine  or  conspire  together, 
Sedition  law;  they  recorded  their  disapprobation  '  with  intent  to  oppose  any  measure  or  measures 
of  such  conduct;  and  a  republican  member  of  j  of  the  Gkneral  Qoyeroment,  which  are  or  shall 
Congress,  from  Vermont,  suffered  the  penalties  j  be  directed  by  proper  authority,  or  to  impede  the 
impMcd.    And,  sir,  recollect,  this  took  place  in    operation  of  any  law  of  the  United  States,  d^. 


what  is  called  the  quagi  war  with  France,  and 
not  at  a  period  when  dangers  assailed  the  nation 
on  every  side,  as  at  presenL 

Let  us  recur  to  that  law,  and  see  whether  its 
provisions  would  not  punish  those  guilty  of  such 
conduct  as  1  have  censured : 

An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act*  entitled  *'An  act  fnr  die 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States.** 

Sac.  1.  Be  tl  enaeUd  hy  He  Senate  and  Jhuee  of 
Rqnteeniaiivet  of  the  United  StaUe  of  AtnericBt,  in 
Congrete  OMeembled,  That  if  any  person  shall  unlaw- 
Inlly  combine  or  conspire  together,  with  intent  to  op- 
pose any  measnie  or  measures  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  Sutes,  which  are  or  shall  be  directed  bj 
proper  audiority,  or  to  impede  the  operation  of  any 
law  of  the  United  States,  or  to  intimidate  or  prevent 
any  penon  holding  a  plsee  or  office  in  or  under  the 
Govommeot  of  the  United  Slates,  from  vndsftaking9 
performing*  or  executing  his  trust  or  duty ;  and  if  any 
penon  or  persons,  with  intent  as  aforesaid,  dial!  coun- 
sel, advisfl^  or  attempt  to  procure  any  insurrectioB, 
ri^  unlawful  aasembly,  or  wimhinstion,  whether  such 
conspiraqr,  threatening,  conned,  advios,  or  attempt, 
shall  have  the  propoeed  effect  or  no^  he  or  they  shsU 


suppose  the  first  branch  of  the  sentence  should 
be  construed  to  extend  to  cases  only  where  open 
force  was  intended  to  be  applied,  yet  the  terms 
"to  combine  or  conspire  together,  with  intent  to 
impede  the  operation  of  any  law  of  the  United 
States,**  would  clearly  embrace  those  who  com- 
bine and  conspire  together  to  prevent  the  filling 
of  the  loans  and  the  ranks  of  the  Army.  Ob- 
serve, Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  second  section,  how 
careful  those  who  now  talk  so  much  about  the 
liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  presa  were  to  guard 
themselves  from  the  attacks  of  their  opponents. 
**To  defame  either  House  of  Congress,  or  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to 
bring  them  into  contempt  or  disrepute,"  was 
made  punishable.  And  this  bill  passed  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States,  containing  only  the  two 
sections  I  have  read,  and  without  any  provision 
that  the  truth  might  be  given  in  evidence  on  the 
trial.  Thus  far  f  speak  of  the  facto  as  the  public 
records  prove  them  to  be.  1  examined  them  oa 
yesterday.  And  1  am  informed  by  a  Teuenble 
gentleman,  then  and  now  a  member  of  this  House, 
inat,  with  great  difficulty,  a  predecessor  of  mine 
(Mr.  Claiborne)  procured,  in  the  House  of  Rep- 


Jurisdiction^  therif;  -.^_  he  puni^  ^^^    :^^.ll"«^Th;'.^^i*^^^^^ 


exceeding  five  thousand  dollaii  and  by  ii^prisonaient  I  «\;^«««  ?J  J*>*  \^^  J^*^^^?\  ^"  provision, 
during  a'term  not  km  tlTSTmont^  HJIr^SSSS^  ^^'J^  ^T^""  '^^  ^K^'""^  ^^'~"^  f'T 
fiveV^ars;  uid  further,  at  the  discni^  of  the^osS  !  ^^^  "'^•'  **'*\JV^  ^  principles  of  the 
may  be  holden  te  find  sureties  lor  his  good  behaviour  !  common  law  would  have  been  applied,  and  every 
in  such  sum,  snd  lor  such  tone,  m  the  said  court  may  |  fr"l*T*"  ^  5^*  .7  will  admit,  that  in  cases  of 
direct.  libels,  the  truth  could  not  be  given  in  evidence  in 

8kc.  S.  And  be  it  fariher  enaeied.  That  if  any  per- 1  justification  of  the  defen<fonL  Here,  then,  me- 
son shall  write,  print,  utter,  or  publish,  or  shall  caws  cording  to  the  act  of  the  Senate,  the  President 
or  piocaie  te  he  written,  printed,  uttered,  or  puUidied,  and  each  House  of  Congrem  had  efiTectually  se- 
er dMfi  knowingly  snd  willingly  ssast  or  aid  in  writ-  cured  their  conduct  from  investigation ;  and  to 
ing,  printing,  uttering,  or  pnbBshing  any  fobs,  scan»  the  citixen  who  should  arraign  them  before  the 
dalousy  and  malicious  writing  or  vrritings  against  the  |  bar  of  public  opinion,  truth  afbrded  no  protee- 
Govemsseat  of  the  United  States^  or  either  House  of  >  tion.  Have  any  attempts  of  thu  kind  been  made 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  or  the  President  of  since  the  commencement  of  the  Republican  Ad- 
the  United  States,  with  intent  to  defouM  the  said  Gov-  miBistration  ?  No,  sir.  And  have  not  the  Presi- 
emment,  or  either  House  of  the  ssid  Congress,  or  the  ,  dent  and  both  Houses  of  Congress  been  slandered, 
said  President,  or  to  bring  them,  or  either  of  them, ;  „d  b^jdy  slandered  ?  The  present  majority  wtsl^ 
mto  dmiopute;  or  to  note  sgamstthem,  <»  «dier,  or  I  ^^t  to  hide  their  conduct  horn  public  ▼iew  and 

■?y.!j^  *^\*^  "1??  ^..Ttlii'^  »«f«"«T-  AU  that  IS  wished  fir  is,  that  those 
^ted  8t^  ^.*^  -^  •L:^^  ^*^  .JL""^  who  a^  opposed  to  them  should  so  act  as  not  to 
States,  or  to  exate  any  antawful  oombmations  theram,    •  :..^  •k-.\I-iIi;-« :—      «ni tTZ.     •  .    *  . 

te^lporing  or  resistUig  any  law  of  the  United  States,  '^^""Z^^  l^  ^^  .J^T  7^^"^^^  '* 
«r  2^^  of  dTprSident  of  the  United  Stat^! ,  ^^  P«W«  ^""^  not  the  aid  of  sediuon  laws. 
done  in  pursuance  of  any  such  kw,  or  of  the  powers  ;  They  only  need  them  whose  acuons  cannot  bear 
in  him  vcned  by  die  Constitution  of  the  United  States, .  ^«  *««  «»  "««•  "«  wish  to  effect  our  object, 
or  to  rcamt,  oppoee,  or  defeat  any  such  law  or  act ;  or  BO<  by  fines  and  imprisonanents,  as  our  predeces- 
to  sid,  encourage,  or  abet  any  hostile  designs  of  uiy    sots  did,  butbf  makingit  disreputable  in  the  public 

the  United  States*  OMir  people,  I  cstimatioa  to  injure  the  co«atry  by ' 
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So  folly,  Mr.  Cbairmaoi  am  I  satisfied  of  the 
correctoess  of  the  sentiments  I  have  at  all  times 
entertained  on  this  subject,  that  should  it  be  my 
lot  to  he  placed  in  a  minority,  however  freely  I 
might  express  my  opinions  of  measures,  no  im- 
pediment should  ever  be  thrown  by  me  in  the 
way  of  the  execution,  or  operations  of  the  laws, 
when  once  enacted  except  so  far  as  an  attempt  to 
repeal  them  might  hare  that  tendency. 

A geolieman  from Ne w  York  (Mr. Gbosvbnor) 
had  certainly  not  well  considered  the  application 
of  a  sentiment  expressed  bjr  him,  or  sure  I  am  he 
woold  not  hare  relied  on  it  as  a  justification  of 
the  conduct  of  the  rainpritv  in  this  House.  He 
says,  that  opposition  is  useful  and  beneficial,  and 
to  prove  this,  he  declares  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  opposition  members  of  the  British  Parliament, 
the  American  Revolution  would  never  have  been 
effected.  Grant  it.  We  are  in  the  habit  of  ad- 
miring and  praising  those  who  opposed  the  Brit- 
ish Ministry  during  that  struggle,  because  much 
Siod  has  resulted  to  the  American  people  from 
eir  opposition.  But  if  the  interest  of  Great 
Britain  required  that  she  should  retain  the  then 
colonies  as  a  part  of  her  dominions,  have  the  la- 
bors of  these  men  benefited  their  own  country — 
have  the  people  of  Great  Britain  any  cause  to 
thank  them  for  their  exertions?  Suppose  the 
Opposition  here  should  so  far  prevail  as  to  com- 
pel the  Administration  to  yield  the  great  points 
m  controversy  between  the  two  nations  and  sur- 
render  essential  American  rights — the  same  lan- 
guage we  now  use  in  relation  to  the  Opposition 
m  England,  during  our  struggle  for  independence, 
might  b^  applied  to  the  Opposition  in  this  coun- 
try by  Englishmen;  but  the  American  people 
could  feel  under  no  obligations  to  them. 

Another  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Sbiphbbd)  said,  that  we,  the  majority,  are  pre- 
judiced against  the  religion  of  England.  Sir, 
this  is  the  unkindest  cut  of  all.  I  had  hoped  that 
the  vanity  of  the  minority  would  have  been  sat- 
isfied in  claiming  for  their  party  all  the  talents 
and  political  integrity  of  the  country ;  but,  not 
contented  with  depriving  us  of  all  respectability 
and  comfort  in  this  life,  they  even  attempt  lo 
deprive  us  of  every  hope  for  happiness  in  the 
world  to  come.  This  charge  we  repel  with  in- 
dignation. If  we  do  not  make  as  many  religious 
professions,  it  does  not  therefore  follow  that  we 
possess  less  true  religion  than  our  political  oppo- 
nents. Sir,  what  does  the  gentleman  mean  by  the 
religion  of  England?  I  presume  he  means  what 
is  generally  understood  to  be  the  Protestant,  in 
contradiction  to  the  Catholic  faith.  If  so,  how 
small  a  portion  of  the  American  people  profess 
the  latter  1  They  are  few  in  number  and  respec- 
table, considering  their  number ;  but,  they  neither 
have  the  ability  nor  disposition  to  excite  preju- 
dices affainst  the  religion  of  England.  The  great 
body  of  the  people  composing  the  oresent  polit- 
ical majority,  profess  the  religion  or  that  country 
from  which  they  descended,  and  cannot  therefore 
on  that  account  feel  any  prejudices  against  Great 
Britain. 

We  not  only  feel  no  prejudices  against  that 
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nation,  but  we  feel  our  partialities  for  it.  It  is 
the  land  of  our  fathers,  and  therefore  we  are  par- 
tial to  it;  the  English  language  is  our  language, 
and  therefore  we  are  partial  to  it ;  all  our  insti- 
tutions, except  those  of  a  political  kind,  derive 
their  origin  from  that  countrv,  and  therefore  we 
are  partial  to  it ;  we  are  taught  kiv>wledge  from 
English  sources,  and  therefore  we  are  partial  to 
it.  I  confess,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  under  the  in- 
fluence of  these  partialities.  But  shall  I,  on  that 
account,  forget  my  own  country?  Shall  I  be 
actuated  by  such  feelings  so  far  as  to  permit  that 
nation  to  trample  under  foot  the  sovereignty  of 
the  United  States?  No,  sir,  I  love  my  country 
better  than  I  lo^e  England. 

The  same  gentleman  has  said^  that  that  Gbv- 
ernment  has  done  more  to  christianize  the  world 
than  all  other  nations.  Sir,  look  to  India,  and  the 
crimsoned  flood  of  the  sacred  Ghinges  will  tell 
yon  what  that  Government  has  done  to  christian- 
ize the  world.  View  the  idol  of  Juggernaut,  and 
the  mass  of  human  misery  and  death  which  is 
produced  by  an  idolatrous  superstition,  which  is 
not  only  permitted,  but  promoted,  by  this  chris- 
tianizing Government,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
raising  a  revenue  for  the  British  Crown.  Sir,  a 
strong  British  guard  is  there  kept  to  encourage 
superstition,  and  exact  a  tax  from  the  deluded 
pilgrims  who  resort  to  that  place  to  worship. 
That  there  are  many  associations  of  pious  men 
in  England,  who  have  done  much  to  benefit  man- 
kind, is  readily  admitted ;  but  their  acts  are  not 
the  acts  of  the  Government;  nor  has  the  Gov- 
ernment at  all  times  approved  of  them,  else  how 
did  it  happen  that  the  missionaries  Gordon,  Mor- 
rison, and  Lee,  were  not  permitted  to  depart  for 
India  and  China  in  British  vessels,  but  were  com- 
pelled to  come  to  America  to  obtain  passage  in 
an  American  ship,  in  the  execution  of  their  mis- 
sion ?  Sir,  these  things  I  should  not  have  brought 
to  the  view  of  the  Committee,  had  not  the  strange 
course  in  debate  taken  by  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  rendered  it  necessary. 

Mr.  Chairman — it  is  insinuated  that  the  In- 
dian war  has  been  produced  by  the  conduct  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  I  ask  gen- 
tlemen to  show  in  what  manner  this  has  been 
done  ?  It  cannot  be  shown  ;  so  far  from  it,  everj 
exertion  has  been  used  to  ameliorate  the  condi- 
tion of  that  unfortunate  people,  and  save  them 
from  that  destruction  which  a  war  with  the 
United  States  must  inevitably  bring  upon  them. 
You  have  sent  your  agents  amongst  them  to 
teach  them  the  arts  of  civilization,  and,  while 
your  Government  was  thus  engaged,  the  agents 
and  traders  of  Great  Britain  were  employed  in 
preventing  the  progress  of  your  labors.  You  sent 
your  teacners,  your  bibles,  and  your  testaments; 
they  sent  their  rum.  their  iriokeu,  and  their 

baubles. 

Sir,  during  the  last  Indian  war,  and  after  the 
treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  the  agents  of  that  Government  fur- 
nished the  Indians  with  supplies  to  carry  on  their 
savage  warfare,  and  ever  since  they  have  been 
busied  in  inculcating  on  their  minds  sentiments 
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hostile  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  They 
have  been  told,  as  the  public  doeuaients  abun- 
dantly prove,  to  be  prepared  to  strike  the  blow, 
whenever  a  rupture  should  take  place  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  Slates;  and  it  was 
owin^to  their  being  overcharged  with  sentiments 
of  this  kind,  that  induced  them  to  commence 
hostilities  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  before  the 
declaration  of  war. 

Mr.  Chairman,  look  at  that  Indian  war  which 
is  now  raging  in  all  its  fury  in  the  Southwest, 
and  account  for  its  origin  ?    What  cause  of  com- 

?laintha8  the  Creek  Nation  ever  had  against  the 
Fnited  States  1  None  is  pretended ;  it  originated 
in  the  manner  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  captive 
chief  of  that  nation,  who  is  now  confined  in  the 
town  in  which  I  live.  When  asked,  why  his  peo- 
ple had  made  war  on  the  United  States,  he  re- 
plied :  ^^  A  letter  came  from  the  North  ;  a  council 
*  of  the  chiefs  was  held ;  we  were  promised  arms 
^  and  everv thing  else  necessary,  if  we  could  make 
'  war  on  the  United  States ;  we  were  told  that  the 
'  British  would  assist  us  in  recovering  our  lands 
'  and  driving  the  people  of  the  United  States  from 
^  them,and  that  the  ancient  order  of  things  should 
'  be  restored — upon  these  conditions  war  was  de- 
'  cided  on."  This,  sir,  is  the  way  in  which  Great 
Britain  christianizes  the  world. 

A  gentleman  from  Connecticut  fMr.  Pitkin) 
says,  that  the  Administration  has  abandoned  the 
ground  first  taken  with  regard  to  impressment, 
and  an  arrangement  on  that  subject  is  all  that  is 
now  expected,  and  nut  a  formal  relinquishment  of 
the  right  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  Sir,  a  secu- 
rity against  impressmentisali  that  was  everasked ; 
and  to  us  it  is  altogether  immaterial,  whether  it 
be  by  a  renunciation  of  the  rifht,  or  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  officers  of  the  British  navy 
shall  be  prohibited  from  entering  American  ves- 
sels and  taking  from  them  American  citizens. 
And  it  only  requires  that  this  point  should  be 
fairly  stated,  to  prove  that  the  enemy  can  settle 
it,  whenever  he  is  disposed  to  act  justly  towards 
this  nation.  It  has  been  alleged  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, that  her  seafaring  subjects,  whose  services 
she  needs,  escape  from  her  employment  and  enter 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States;  and  to  re- 
claim them,  she  has  been  compelled  to  permit 
her  officers  to  enter  American  vessels  anci  seize 
them.  By  the  passage  of  a  bill,  commonly  called 
the  seamen's  bill,  this  Government  has  declared 
that  this  pretext  for  impressment  shall  no  longer 
exist,  for  British  seamen  shall  not  be  engaged  in 
the  American  service,  and  adequate  provisions 
are  made  to  efiectuate  the  object  professed.  If 
then  Great  Britain  is  disposed  for  peace,  this  sub- 
ject can  form  no  obstacle. 

It  is  said,  that  England  and  her  allies,  since  the 
late  great  events  in  Europe  are  omnipotent.  On 
this  point,  gentlemen  may  calculate  too  strongly; 
it  is  one  on  which  do  man  no  this  country  can 
speak  with  confidence;  but  it  seems  to  me  not 
improbable  that  the  influence  of  Eogland  on  the 
Continent  of  Europe  has  already  or  will  soon 
cease.  Hitherto  the  power  of  France,  which 
threatened  to  annihilate  the  Northern  Powers, 


united  ^them  with  England  in  opposing  the  Em- 
peror of  the  French.  But  now,  when  France  is 
reduced  almost,  if  not  entirely  to  its  ancient  lim- 
its, and  ceases  to  be  a  terror  to  them,  is  there  not 
every  reason  to  believe,  that  having  humbled  the 
tyrant  of  the  land,  they  will  turn  their  attentioa 
to  the  tyrant  of  the  ocean  ?  Sir,  I  cannot  believe 
that  Alexander  the  Mediator,  or  Deliverer,  if  you 
please,  will  consent  to  surrender  to  Great  Britaia 
those  maritime  rights  for  which  his  Government- 
has  at  all  times  contended.  True,  sir,  while  Rus- 
sia was  struggling  for  her  existence,  while  a  pow- 
erful invasion  threatened  the  capital  of  her  Em- 
pire, her  maritime  claims  were  permitted  to  rest, 
but  they  were  never  abandoned ;  and  let  it  be  re- 
collect^, that  her  maritime  claims  at  all  times 
have  equalled,  if  not  exceeded  those  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes. 

Another  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Sher- 
wood) has  told  yon  that  the  itubject  of  impresi- 
ment  was  never  considered  as  a  cause  of  war. 
This  has  often  been  said  before  and  as  often  refu- 
ted—need I  refer  you  to  the  uniform  sentiment  of 
this  Government  for  upwards  of  twenty  yean, 
and  under  every  Administration? 

Sir,  all  parties  when  in  power  have  concurred 
in  declaring  it  to  be  an  evil  not  to  be  borne.  It 
is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  however  great  the 
differences  of  opinion  on  other  political  subjects, 
in  this  all  concurred.  Mr.  (Vasbington,  Mr. 
Pickering,  Mr.  Marshall,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Stod- 
dart,  Mr.  Mc Henry,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.  King,  have  each  in  their  turn 
declared  the  i^npressment  of  our  citizens  as  prac- 
tised by  Great  Britain  to  be  a  sufficient  cause  of 
war — ^and  if  persisted  in,  it  would  result  in  aa 
open  rupture  between  the  two  countries ;  and  al- 
though gentlemen  now  say^  that  this  formed  no 
inducement  for  the  declaration  of  war,  at  the  ses- 
sion when  it  was  declared,  yet  examine  the  pub- 
lic documents  of  that  period,  and  it  will  be  dis- 
covered, that  it  was  considered  and  treated  as 
a  prominent  cause  of  war.  Indulge  me  in  read- 
ing a  paragraph  from  the  first  report  made'bf 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  at  that  ses- 
sion; the  language  of  the  Committee  is:  ''Tour 
'  committee  are  not,  however  of  that  sect  whose 
'  worship  is  at  the  shrine  of  a  calculating  ava- 
'  rice;  and,  while  we  are  laying  before  you  the 

*  just  complaints  of  our  merchants  against  the 
'  plunder  of  their  ships  and  cargoes,  we  cannot  re- 
'  train  from  presenting  to  the  justice  and  hu- 

*  manity  of  our  country  the  unhappy  case  of 
'  our  impressed  seamen.    Although  the  groans  of 

*  those  victims  of  barbarity  for  the  loss  of  (what 

*  should  be  dearer  to  Americans  than  life)  their 

*  liberty;  although  the  cries  of  their  wives  and  chU- 

*  dren  in  the  privation  of  protectors  and  parents 
'  have  of  late  been  drowned  in  louder  claoiors  at 


'  unabated  vigor  and  severity.    If  it  be  our  doty 

*  to  encourage  the  fair  and  legitimate  commerce 

*  of  this  country  by  protecting  the  property  of  the 
(  merchants ;  then  indeed,  by  as  much  as  life  and 
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*  liberty  are  more  estimable  than  ships  and  goods, 
'  80  JDQch  more  impressive  is  the  daty  to  shield 

*  the  persons  of  oar  seamen,  whose  hard  and  hoo- 
'  est  services  are  employed,  eqaally  with  those  of 
^  the  merchants,  in  advancinj^  under  the  mantle  of 
'  its  laws  the  interests  of  this  country." 

I  could  refer  you  to  other  documents  of  that 
session  containing  sentiments  of  the  same  kind, 
bat  this  I  deem  sufficient  to  do  away  the  effect  of 
iosin nations  made  by  those  who  were  not  then 
members^  and  know  but  little  on  the  subject.  A 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Shepfet)  has  said, 
that  the  number  of  American  seamen  impressed 
by  the  British  has  been  exaggerated.  How  is 
this  proved  ?  By  bare  assertion,  and  not  other* 
wise.  The  official  reports  from  the  American 
€h)vernraent,  show  the  number  to  be  6,257:  this 
statement  I  will  rely  on  until  its  incorrectness  is 
shown.  But  admit  it  to  be  incorrect,  Lord  Cas- 
tlereaffh,in  the  British  Parliament,  admitted  that 
1^600  American  citizens  had  been  impressed ;  this 
admission  is  sorely  good  evidence  against  the 
British  Government;  and  recollect  these  are  ad- 
mitted to  be  native  American  citizens,  not  Brit- 
ish subjects  naturalized  in  this  country.  Now 
let  me  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  whether 
if  1,600  men  were  forcibly  taken  from  his  district 
by  any  foreign  Power,  he  would  not  say  it  was 
tofficieot  cause  of  war,  and  would  not  condemn 
the  Government  that  would  refuse  them  protec- 
tion ?  I  am  bound  to  believe  he  would  ;  if  so,  is 
the  principle  chanffed  when  they  are  taken  from 
any  other  quarter  ?  Sir,  so  long  as  we  are  one 
nation,  the  same  protection  must  be  extended  to 
every  portion  of  the  community. 

One  word  more  in  reply  to  that  gentleman,  in 
behalf  of  my  friend  from  l^entucky,  (Mr.  Sharp,) 
who  is  detained  by  sickness  from  his  seat  in  this 
House.  I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia as  saying  that  bis  (Mr.  Sharp's)  constitu- 
ents were  so  uninformed  on  political  subjects  as 
not  to  have  known  of  the  existence  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  until  last  year. 

[Mr.  Sbefpby  here  explained,  by  saying  that 
what  he  bad  said  was  in  reference  to  a  statement 
made  by  a  oaember  from  Maryland  at  the  last 
session,  and  not  intending  to  make  sach  charge 
himselfj 

Mr.  Gbundt  proceeded.  It  is  then  a  matter  of 
very  little  consequence ;  I  will,  however  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  he  perhaps 
should  be  the  last  member  on  the  floor,  who 
should  provoke  an  inquiry  into  the  comparative 
degree  of  intelligeoce  and  information  which  is 
to  be  found  in  different  districts.  I  well  knew 
that  my  friend's  district  would  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  such  a  comparison  with  the  district 
represented  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

We  are  told,  that  before  the  declaration  of  war 
the  minority  warned  the  majority  of  the  conse- 
qaences  that  were  to  follow,  and  predicted  all  the 
unfortunate  events  which  have  taken  place;  true, 
sir,  they  did,  and  much  more ;  they  told  us  that 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore.  Nor- 
folk, and  Charleston,  would  immediately  be  re- 
duced to  ashes,  and  the  whole  seaboard  laid  waste. 


What,  sir,  has  been  done?  Havre  de  Grace, 
Frenchtowo,  and  a  few  other  inconiderable  vil- 
lages have  been  destroyed ;  what  else  7  '*  Let  the 
blushing  streets  of  Hampton  answer!"  Sir,  the 
enemy  has  made  no  solid  impression  on  the  coun- 
try ;  they  have  carried  on  a  kind  of  warfare  cal- 
culated to  irritate  and  unite  the  American  peo- 
ple in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York  asserted  that  we 
are  waging  this  war  to  protect  a  set  of  renegado 
Irishmen.  Sir,  he  is  mistaken.  It  is  an  Ameri- 
can war,  carried  on  to  secure  American  rights, 
and  I  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  the  nation 
will  support  the  majority  in  every  measure  cal- 
culated to  give  vigor  to  it,  until  it  can  be  brought 
to  a  jast  and  honorable  termination. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  fear  I  am  about  to  engage  in 
a  very  injudicious  attempt — I  fear  that  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Committee  is  exhansted^  and  that  it 
would  be  idle  to  hope  for  their  attention.  It  was 
originally  my  wish  to  claim  their  notice  at  an 
early  stage  of  the  debate ;  but  I  found  this  wish 
was  not  to  be  effected  but  by  a  competition  for 
the  floor,  and  I  thought  such  a  competition  not 
justified  by  the  nature  of  the  remarks  which  I 
had  to  submit.  Under  these  impressions  I  had 
made  up  my  mind  to  wait  until  some  favorable 
unoccupied  interval  should  be  presented ;  and  I 
should  not  now  have  presumed  to  anticipate 
other  gentlemen  who  seem  disposed  to  address 
you,  but  for  some  extraordinary  observations 
which  have  just  been  uttered,  and  which  in  my 
opinion  demand  immediate  animadversion. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  has  this 
moment  resumed  his  seat,  (Mr.  GrunotJ  seems 
a  little  sore  that  his  doctrine  of  Moral  Treason, 
which  he  promulgated  at  the  last  session,  should 
have  been  so  vehemently  oppugned  by  the  per- 
sons for  whose  benefit  he  had  conopiled  it.  I  am 
not  of  the  number  of  those,  Mr.  Chairman,  who 
have  deemed  this  doctrine  worthy  of  examination. 
As  originally  understood,  it  was  so  nreposteroos 
and  so  repugnant  to  the  principles  ot  our  Consti- 
tution, that  every  intelligent  freeman  found  its 
refutation  in  the  consciousness  of  his  own  liberty. 
By  sut^equent  explanations  and  defioitions  it  has 
been  so  attenuated  and  subtilized,  that  what  was 
never  very  distinct,  now  almost  eludes  perce|>- 
tion.  According  to  the  last  attempt  at  exposi- 
tion, if  it  have  any  Yneaning,  it  would  seem  to 
embrace  systematic  efforts  to  persuade  capitalists 
not  to  lend  money,  and  the  unthinking  youth  not 
to  enlist  as  soldiers  to  carry  on  the  war  against 
Canada.  His  denunciations  of  such  a  system— 
of  the  existence  of  which  I  know  nothing;  and 
which,  if  it  exist,  is  innocent  or  criminal  accord- 
iog  to  the  motives  from  which  it  springs — pass 
by  me  altogether  unheeded.  But  bis  unfounded 
imputationsopon  some  of  the  best  men  and  truest 
patriots  of  the  country,  and  his  attempt  to  sup- 
port his  doctrine  by  their  example,  ought  to  be 
repelled,  and  a  very  short  notice  will  suffice  for 

that  purpose.  r    *  •_ 

The  gentleman  has  referred  to  the  act  of  14th 
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Jaly,  1706,  the  much  misrepresented  and  abused 
8edi(ioa  law.  It  is  diflScuIt  for  me  to  express  my 
astonishment  at  the  construction  which  he  affixes 
to  the  first  section  of  this  act.  Need  we  wonder 
at  any  error,  howerer  gross,  at  any  prejudice, 
bowever  irrational,  prevailing  in  respect  to  party 
measures  and  party  opinions,  when  we  find  a 
professional  gentleman  assigning  to  a  law  a  mean- 
ing which,  but  for  what  we  have  heard,  would 
hare  been  pronounced  impossible  on  the  part  of 
any  man  ol  ordinary  good  sense?  The  first  sec- 
tion of  this  law  declares,  that  if  any  persons  shall 
conspire  together  with  intent  to  oppose  any  meas- 
ures of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
mod  in  pursuance  of  such  intent  shall  counsel,  or 
attempt  to  procure  insurrections,  riots,  dbc,  they 
ahall  be  deemed  fMiy  of  a  misdemeanor,  punish- 
able by  fine  and  imprisonment.  Can  it  be  neces- 
sary to  ask  what  was  meant  in  this  law  by  the 
expression  *'  with  intent  to  oppose  any  measures 
of  the  Gk)vernment  ?"  To  oppose,  in  its  plain 
original  sense,  necessarily  implies  physical  resist- 
ance—the exercise  of  force.  It  is  metaphorically 
used,  indeed,  to  signify  dissuasion,  as  the  word  to 
combat  is  applied  to  denote  a  controversy  in 
argument ;  and  a  law  prohibiting  single  combats 
might  as  well  be  interpreted  to  forbid  con trover- 
aies  in  discourse,  as  a  law  prohibiting  opposition 
to  the  measures  of  Government  construed  to  in- 
terdict the  expression  of  honest  opinions  that  may 
retard  their  operations.  But  the  act  is  still  more 
explicit.  To  constitute  crime  it  requires  not  only 
that  the  persons  should  combine  "  with  intent  to 
oppose  the  measures  of  Government,"  but  that  in 
pursuance  of  such  intent  they  should  proceed  to 
'' counsel  or  attempt  to  procure  insurrections, 
riots,"  &c.  The  design  of  the  act  is  unequivocal 
—it  is  to  check  and  punish  incipient  treason  be- 
fore it  has  manifestea  itself  in  actual  war  against 
the  nation.  It  was  altogether  unnecessary,  if 
there  had  been  any  common  law  applicable  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States;  for  in  every 
Government  under  Heaven  the  acts  which  it 
describes  are  made  punishable.  A  doubt  whethef 
the  common  law  had  a  federal  existence  alone 
occasioned  the  passing  of  the  law.  Yet  we  are 
gravely  asked,  ir,  in  the  year  1798,  men  had  com- 
bined  together  to  dissuade  persons  from  lending 
money  to  the  Government,  or  from  enlisting  in 
the  army,  whether  they  could  not  have  been  pun- 
ished under  this  law?  No,  sir — no,  sir.  There 
was  not  a  prosecuting  officer  in  the  united  States 
so  ignorant  of  his  duty  as  to  dare  to  bring  forward 
an  indictment  upon  such  a  pretext. 

To  the  next  section  of  this  abused  act  the  gen- 
tleman has  given  an  interpretation  as  destitute  of 
plausibility  even  as  his  exposition  of  the  first  sec- 
tion. To  find  a  warrant  for  his  doctrine  of  moral 
treason,  or  to  lessen  its  odium  by  casting  reproach 
on  others,  the  gentleman  has  charged  that  this 
section  subjected  to  indictment  and  punishment 
the  publication  of  scandalous  and  malicious  wri- 
tings against  the  Government,  although  they 
might  be  true — ^and  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
third  section  of  the  act.  which  his  predecessor 
moved  in  the  House  of  Representatives  after  the 


bill  had  passed  the  Senate,  the  truth  would  bm 

afforded  no  defence  on  an  indictment  for  a  IM 

against  the  Government.    Sir,  tbis  positios  ■ 

utterly  untenable — no  part  of  it  is  true.   Tk 

gentleman  must  be  presumed  to  know,  and  o^k 

to  recollect,  that  wnen  an  ofienee  is  crested  hf 

statute,  every  word  of  the  description  of  rk 

ofienee  is  material  and  essential.     What  aietk 

words  describing  the  ofienee?    ''If  any  pem 

shall  writCj  print,  or  publish,  any  false,  s^cannlwai 

and  malicious  writing  against  the  QoveraBai^ 

dbc."    It  is  a  necessary  part  of  the  offeiieeihic 

the  writing  should  be  false.    If  it  be  not  hk, 

then  the  crime  has  not  been  committed,  the  In 

has  not  been  broken,  and  punishment  caaiifltk 

inflicted.    Why,  then,  I  maybe  aaked,  wistk 

third  section,  moved  by  the  gentleman's  pnd^ 

cessor,  inserted  in  the  law?    The  answer a^H 

avoid  all  cavil,  all  real  or  pretended  doolii,  ill 

foundation  for  the  charge  that  woold  baft  kea 

made  had  it  been  rejected.    It  mi^ht  hate  ten 

pretended  that  on  an  indictment  for  libdtf  eott^ 

mon  law  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  ckii|e  wai 

not  a  matter  of  inquiry  before  the  jary,so,oiia 

indictment  for  libel  under  this  act,  notwitkui- 

ing  its  plain  words,  the  falsehood  of  the  pattn- 

tion  was  not  material  to  constitute  the  ufltatf; 

and  had  the  proposed  amendment  been  rejcdri, 

from  the  specimen  we  have  this  day  had  of  At 

course  of  legal  thinking  of  one  of  the  bar  of  Tfi> 

nessee,  there  is  a  moral  certainty  that  the  hv 

would  have  been  there  stigmatized  as  designcili 

prohibit  the  publication  of  truth.     To  adoptiki 

amendment  removed  all  pretext  for  sack  ais- 

representation.    It  was  accordingly  ineorpomri 

into  the  law;  and  to  show  that  it  was  not  ians'  ' 

ductory  of  any  new  principle,  it  was  exprenci* 

declaratory  to  the  preceding  section,  ^Andbiit  I 

enacted  and  declared,  that  it  shall  be  lawfsi  ftr 

the  defendant,  on  trial,  to  give  in  evidence,  in  la 

defence,  the  truth  of  the  matter  chained  asafa'bel' 

No,  sir,  the  idea  of  punishing  truth  when  pak- 

lished  against  the  officers  of  the  Govermucar  was 

reserved  until  more  recent  times — ^ontil  tkeabnaed 

Sedition  law  had  expired,  and  the  cbam^ioBs  if 

a  free  press  were  safely  fixed  in  power.    Snrekf 

the  gentleman  has  not  been  so  inattentive  to  te 

course  of  public  proceedings  as  nerer  to  haw 

heard  of  the  case  of  Harry  Croswell.     He,  for  n 

alleged  libel  on  Mr.  Jefferson,  was  indicted  « 

common  law,  not  under  the  horrible  Sedition  scti 

he  was  not  permitted  to  prove  the  troth  of  ha 

publication,  and  was  thus  convicted  1 

I  have  done,  sir,  with  the  gentleman  from  Ttt- 
nessee,  his  moral  treason,  and  his  expoaitieasf 
the  Sedition  law ;  and  will  endeavor  to  call  yea 
attention  to  subjects  not  altogether  so  forein  tr«a 
the  bill  upon  the  table.  The  object  of  the  biilii 
to  authorize  a  loan  to  the  Gkivernment  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States.  The  precise  proposition  before  yti 
is  to  declare  what  sum  shall  be  borrowed  ;  **  tweaXf 
five  millions  of  dollars."  £normoua  as  is  the  A 
dilion  which  is  thus  proposed  to  be  made  to  oai 
debts,  could  it  be  shown  to  be  necessary  to  se- 
complish  any  purpose  demanded  by  the  hoosi 
and  welfare  of  the  conntry,  it  aaanredly  woi^ 
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meet  with  no  oppositioD  from  me.  la  a  loan 
wented,  or  reTenae  required  to  enable  the  Gk)v- 
eromeot  to  pay  off  its  just  engagements?  To 
^▼e  security  and  protection  to  any  part  of  oar 
territory,  or  any  portion  of  our  citizens  7  To  afford 
to  our  gallant  Navy  (that  precious  relic  of  better 
days)  such  encoumgement  and  extension  as  may 
enable  it  more  effeetuallv  to  vindicate  our  rights 
on  the  element  where  they  have  been  assailed? 
My  voice  and  assistance  shall  be  cheerfully  ren- 
dered to  obtain  them.  Let  the  present  propost* 
tion  be  withdrawn,  and  let  it  be  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  such  sum  as  shall  be  adequate  to  sup- 
ply any  deficiency  of  the  revenue  wanted  for 
these  purposes,  and  I  will  second  the  motion. 
Nay,  sir,  should  the  present  proposition  be  re- 
jected, (for  while  it  is  pending  a  smaller  sum 
cannot  be  moved,)  and  none  of  those  who  are 
most  conversant  with  the  state  of  our  finances 
ibould  come  forward  with  a  further  proposition, 
I  will  myself  undertake  to  move  the  sum  which 
•hall  appear  competent  to  effect  all  these  objects. 
Bat,  sir,  this  enormous  sum  is  wanted  not  for 
these  purposes;  it  is  avowedly  not  necessary,  ex- 
cept to  carry  on  the  scheme  of  Invasion  and  con- 
qnest  against  the  Canadaa.  To  this  scheme  I 
have  never  been  a  friend ;  but  to  its  prosecution 
sow,  I  have  invincible  objections,  founded  on 
conuderations  of  justice^  humanity,  and  national 
policy.  These  objections  I  wish  to  explain  and 
enfoiee,  and  thus  avail  myself  of  an  opportunity 
of  discusaing  some  of  the  most  interesting  topics 
which  grow  out  of  the  alarming  state  of  the  na- 
tion* Ifear  that  all  I  can  do  will  avail  nothing; 
hot,  sir,  representing  a  respectable  portion  of  the 
American  people,  who  are  suffering  with  peculiat 
severity  from  the  pressure  of  this  unfortunate  and 
mismanaged  war ;  who,  with  me,  believe  no  good 
is  to  grow  out  of  it,  and  who  apprehend,  from  its 
costinaaDce,  evils,  compared  with  which  all  they 
have  yet  suffered  are  but  trifles  light  as  air ;  I 
ahottld  be  unfaithful  to  them  and  myself  if  I  did 
not  interpose  my  best  efforts  to  arrest  the  down* 
hill  career  of  ruin.  In  performing  this  duty,  I 
shall  certainly  say  the  things  I  do  think.  En- 
deavoring to  use  such  language  only  as  is  con- 
sistent with  self-respect  and  decency  towards 
those  who  differ  from  me  in  opinion,  I  mean 
freely  to  exercise  the  right  which  belongs  to  my 
station. 

Right  1  did  I  say,  sir  ?  The  expression  is  in- 
aseurate;  once  indeed  there  did  exist  in  this 
House  the  right  of  free  discussion.  It  was  once 
deemed  a  Constitutional  privilege  for  every  mem- 
her  to  bring  forward  any  proposition  he  deemed 
beneficial  to  the  country,  and  support  it  by  what- 
ever arguments  he  could  adduce*,  to  offer  amend- 
ments to  the  propositions  of  others,  so  as  to  render 
them,  in  his  judgment,  more  unexceptionable; 
tnd  to  state  the  reasons  of  his  dissent  from  any 
measure  on  which  he  was  called  to  vote,  and  en- 
deavor to  impress  his  opinion  on  others.  No  doubt 
avast  portion  of  the  good  people  of  this  Republic 
vet  believe  that  such  is  the  course  of  proceedings 
here.  Little  do  they  dream  of  the  complicated 
Muhinery,  by  means  4>f  which  every  priviiegei 


except  that  of  thinking,  is  made  to  depend  on 
the  pleasure  of  the  courtesy,  the  whim  ofthe  ma- 
jority.   By  certain  interpolations  into  our  prac- 
tice, but  which  nowhere  show  their  hideous  first 
front  in  our  written  code,  the  system  of  suppress- 
ing  the  liberty  of  speech  is  brought  to  a  degree  of 
perfection  that  almost  astonishes  its  authors.    A 
gentleman  wishes  to  bring  forward  an  original 
proposition ;  he  must  first  state  it.  and  obtain  per- 
mission from  a  majority  of  the  House  to  let  it  be 
considered,  before  he  can  show  the  propriety  of 
adopting  it,  or  ask  even  for  a  decision  upon  it. 
Thus  is  annihilated  the  right  of  originating  a  pro- 
position. But  a  proposition  is  originated  by  others, 
it  is  passed  through  the  ordeal  of  consiaeration, 
and  he  is  desirous  of  amending  its  delects,  or 
of  exposing  its  impropriety.    This  is,  perhapa, 
deemed  inconvenient  by  the  majority.     It  may 
give  them  trouble,  or  bring  forward  a  discussion 
which  they  do  not  wish  the  people  to  hear,  or  detain 
them  too  long  from  their  dmners.  A  new  species 
of  legerdemain  is  resorted  to.   The  previous  ques- 
tion, utterly  perverted  from  its  original  and  legi- 
timate use,  IS  demanded;  the  demand  is  sop- 
ported  by  a  majority.    In  an  instant  all  the  pro- 
posed amendments  disappear;  every  tongue  is  so 
fettered  that  it  can  utter  but  ay  or  no,  and  the 
proposition  becomes  a  law  without  deliberation* 
without  correction,  and  without  debate.     Aim 
this  process  is  called  legislation!    And  the  Hall 
in  which  these  goodly  doings  are  transacted  i$ 
sometimes  termed  the  Temple  of  Liberty !    Sir| 
this  procedure  must  be  corrected,  or  freedom  is 
rejected  from  her  citadel,  and  wounded  in  her 
very  vitab.     Inconveniences  also  result  to  the 
m^ority  from  the  tyrannical  exercise  of  powers 
sufficient  perhaps  to  counterbalance  all  the  ben- 
efits which  can  be  derived  from  it.    Gkntlemea 
often  complain  that  the  minority  do  not  pursue 
the  practice  which  is  adopted  by  minorities  else- 
where.   In  England,  say  they,  the  Opposition  ad* 
dress  the  House  and  the  nation  only  on  the  great 
fundamental  questions  involving  disputed  pria* 
ciples,  and  do  not  hang  on  the  skirts  of  every  bilL 
fighting  the  Ministry,  through  all  the  details  ox 
their  measures.    Why  is  not  the  same  course 
pursued  here?    The  answer  is  obvious.    Here 
the  minority  are  not  allowed  to  bring  forward 
these  great  fundamental  questions ;  they  have  no 
opportunity  of  showing  their  views,  except  such 
as  may  be  casually  afforded  by  some  measure  of 
the  majority,  on  which  they  are  good  natured 
enough  to  allow  debate.    Unless  they  avail  them- 
selves of  such  a  bill  in  every  stage  of  it,  as  a  peg 
on  which  to  hang  their  observations,  they  must 
be  utterly  mute.    Thus  happens^  too,  that  there 
is  frequently  not  any  discernable  connexion  be> 
tween  the  topics  discussed,  and  the  subject  sup- 
posed to  be  under  debate.    Perhaps  the  verfr 
course  I  am  pursuing  is  an  apt  illustration  of  these 
facts.     Some  weeks  since  I  submitted   to  the 
House  a  resolution  which  I  thought  eminently 
deserving  of  attention ;  a  resolution  "  that  pend- 
ing our  negotiation  with  Great  Britain,  it  is  in^ 
expedient  to  prosecute  a  war  of  invasion  and  con- 
quest of  the  Canadas."    This  reoolutioa  could 
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not  be  idiscussedj  for  the  House  would  not  vouch* 
safe  to  it  a  consideration.  But,  as  on  the  propo- 
sition  DOW  before  jrou,  debate  is  indulged,  and 
has  assumed  a  latitude  that  seems  to  permit 
everything  connected  with  the  war,  I  am  willing 
to  embrace  the  occasion  to  support  my  favorite 
proposition,  to  which  a  reffolar  oearing  has  been 
refused.  Grateful  even  for  this  opportunity,  I 
acknowledge  the  courtesy  which  has  been  shown 
me  by  the  majority ;  sorely  as  I  feel  the  degrada- 
tion of  indirectly  using  as  a  favor  what,  as  a  free- 
man and  the  Representative  of  freemen,  I  ought 
openly  to  enjoy  as  a  right. 

It  is  very  far  from  my  design  to  enter  into  a 
particular  inquiry  as  to  the  origin  of  this  war,  or 
•8  to  its  causes,  whether  technical  or  real.  Such 
an  inquiry  would  present  a  theme  too  important 
and  too  extensive  to  be  taken  up  as  collateral  or 
subsidiary  to  some  other  investigation.    At  the 

E resent  moment  too  it  is  not  so  essential  to  know 
ow  this  war  has  been  produced  as  it  is  to  ascer- 
tain bow  it  may  be  speedily  and  fairly  brought 
to  a  close.  So  far  onl^  as  a  knowledge  of  the 
origin  and  causes  of  this  war  may  be  useful  in 
prc^ocing  this  result,  is  it  my  purpose  now  to 
consider  them. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caroltoa 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  claims  for  this  war  the  character 
of  defensive.  He  has  properly  remarked  that  a 
war  defensive  in  its  origin  may  be  offensive  in 
its  operations,  and.  of  consequence,  that  its  char- 
acter is  not  defined  hy  the  nature  of  these  opera- 
tions. But,  sir,  he  is  incorrect  in  supposing  that 
its  character  is  to  be  tested  by  the  motive  which 
occasioned  its  institution.  War  is  offensive  or 
defensive,  simply  as  it  is  instituted  by  or  against 
a  nation.  It  is  an  appeal  to  force  to  decide  con- 
troversies between  sovereigns  who  admit  of  no 
other  tribunal  to  determine  their  rights.  There 
is  a  perfect  analogy  in  this  respect  between  na- 
tions at  war  and  individuals  litigating  in  a  court 
of  justice.  He  who  commences  the  process  is 
the  actor.  He  who  is  summoned  to  the  contro- 
versy has  the  defensive  part ;  and  it  is,  in  this 
view,  immediately  immaterial  whether  the  mo- 
tive to  litigation  be  found  in  the  honest  desire 
to  claim  what  is  due,  or  in  the  malignant  wish  to 
oppress  and  defraud.  For  the  correctness  of  these 
ideas,  I  rely  not  on  my  own  judgment.  This 
ought  not,  without  hesitation,  to  be  opposed  to 
that  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who,  indepen- 
dently of  his  personal  claims  to  attention  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, must  be  presumed  to  be  particularly  con- 
versant with  all  th!e  questions  connected  with 
national  law.  Any  person  who  has  a  curiosity 
to  test  these  sentiments  by  the  authority  of  jurists 
will  find  them  explicitly  recognised  by  BurlamO' 
qui,  vol.  2^  part  iv.,  chap,  iii^  sec.  v. ;  and  by  Vat- 
te2,  book  iii.,  chap,  iii.,  sees,  xzzv.,  xzzvii. 

Nor  let  it  be  deemed,  sir,  of  no  importance 
vrhether  this  war  be  called  defensive  or  offensive. 
It  is  always  of  moment  that  things  should  be 
called  by  their  right  names,  Many  of  the  vices 
and  most  of  the  errors  of  men  arise  from  the 
jniiapplication  of  terms.    The  reasoner  who  uses 


words  to  convey  a  meaning  variant  from  their  re^ 
ceived  signification,  will  probably  occasion  error, 
however  precise  his  definitions.  In  spite  of  defi- 
nitions, the  hearer  appropriates  to  his  ezpressioos 
the  sense  which  usace  has  associated,  and  a  con- 
fusion of  ideas  fatal  to  truth  is  the  unaToidaUe 
consequence.  Many  phrases,  too,  besides  their 
primary  meaning,  convey  a  secondary  sense  of 
commendation  or  blame.  By  an  artful  ase  of 
those,  the  sophist  is  enabled  to  convert  the  hon- 
est prejudices  of  man,  the  guards  of  his  security, 
into  the  instruments  of  his  deception.  The  sa- 
gacious Mirabeau,  than  whom  none  belter  nnder- 
stood  the  arts  which  render  the  human  under- 
standing  and  passions  subservient  to  the  tyranBy 
of  fraud ;  he  who  so  long  ^  rode  on  the  whirl- 
wind, and  directed  the  storm"  of  the  most  furious 
of  revolutions,  compressed  the  elements  of  his 
science  into  one  sententious  mazim,  "  words  are 
things."  But  the  distinction  between  offensive 
and  defensive  war  has  peculiar  claims  upon  oar 
recollection.  So  fatal  is  war  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  human  family  that  a  tremendous  responsi- 
bility always  rests  upon  the  nation  that  com- 
mences it.  This  responsibility  attaches  through 
all  its  stages,  and  is  awfully  increased  into  cer- 
tain guilt  by  the  neglect  of  any  fair  opportunity 
to  restore  the  relations  of  peace.  Besides,  the 
consideration  that  the  war  was  offensiTc  in  its 
origin — that  consideration  which  emphatically 
creates  the  obligation  to  terminate  its  horrors  as 
speedily  as  justice  will  permit — will  frequently 
be  found  to  present  the  greatest  obstacles  to  ef- 
forts at  reconeiliatioo. 

The  advocates  for  this  war,  vieing  with  each 
other  in  zeal  for  its  justification  and  continaance^ 
do  not  precisely  agree  in  opinion,  as  to  its  causes, 
or  as  to  the  objects  for  which  it  is  to  be  pros^ 
cuted.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  who 
presides  over  your  Judiciary  Committee  (Mr.  In- 
OBR80LL,)  in  an  elaborate  argument,  seems  de- 
sirous to  prove  (I  am  not  certain  which)  either 
that  the  war  is  a  consequence  of  the  violation  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain  of  his  favorite  princi- 
ple, ^'  free  ships  make  free  goods,"  or  is  to  result 
in  the  establishment  of  this  principle.  This  cona- 
prehensive  dogma  the  gentleman  contends  to  ba 
a  part  of  the  original  unadulterated  code  of  na- 
tional law,  consecrated  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht, 
strenuously  asserted  by  Britain  herself,  in  her 
dispute  with  Spain,  in  the  year  1737,  recognised 
in  her  commercial  treaty  with  France,  in  1786, 
and  vitally  essential  to  our  maritime  interests. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  whom  I  yesterday 
heard  with  much  pleasure,  (Air.  Jackbor^)  db- 
sents  from  his  political  friend,  and  declares  that 
this  mazim  has  never  been  asserted  by  our  Gk>T- 
ernment,  under  any  Administration,  as  founded 
on  the  common  law  of  nations,  Althoug^h  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  is,  in  this  respect,  un- 
questionably correct,  yet  it  is  not  certain  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  is  alto- 
gether erroneous  in  attri^ting  to  the  Adminis* 
tration  an  ezpectatioo  of  ^tablishing  by  this  war 
some  such  theory.  That  the  neutral  flag  shall 
protect  all  from  capture,  is  a  very  conveniefit 
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doctrine  for  a  nation  frequently  at  war  with  an  ad- 
yereary  of  decidedly  superior  maritime  strength. 
France,  who,  with  occasional  short  intervals,  has 
been  for  centaries  at  war  with  England,  has  very 
naturally  wished  to  incorporate  this  doctrine  into 
the  law  of  nations.  Her  imperial  master  has 
adopted  it  as  one  of  the  elementary  principles  of 
his  new  maritime  code,  which  he  solemnly  pro- 
mulgated in  his  Decree  of  Berlin,  of  Novemner, 
1806,  aod  in  support  of  which  he  has  used  every 
violence  aod  stratagem  to  array  the  nations  of 
the  world  into  one  great  maritime  confederacy. 
At  least,  as  early  as  the  infamous  Turreaa's  letter 
of  June,  1809,  the  Execative  of  this  country  was 
perfectly  apprized  of  the  existence  of  such  a  con- 
lederacy,  of  the  purposes  which  it  was  to  uphold, 
and  of  the  determination  of  France  to  bribe  or 
compel  our  accession  to  it.    The  decree  of  the 

Sreat  protector  of  the  confederacy,  of  the  date  of 
ipril,  1811,  though  probably  not  issued  till  May, 
1812,  announced  in  language  sufficient! v  distinct 
that  this  claim  has  been  so  far  complied  with  on 
oar  part  as  to  exempt  us  from  the  further  appli- 
cation  of  the  penalties  of  disobedience.  And  our 
declaration  of  war  against  the  sole  recusant  of 
this  imperial  theory  was  proclaimed  by  Napoleon 
to  his  Senate  as  a  spirited  and  ffenerous  exertion 
to  vindicate  the  new  religion  of  the  flag,  which, 
like  the  sape»tition  of  the  sanctuary,  was  to  pro- 
tect every  fraud  and  shelter  every  crime.  Ex- 
travagant, therefore,  as  the  positions  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  may  be  thought  by 
the  far  greater  part  of  this  Committee,  they  may 
have  more  countenance  from  the  Administration 
than  is  generally  suspected,  and,  on  this  account, 
may  deserve  a  rapid  and  transient  examination. 
The  assertion  that,  by  the  general  law  of  nations, 
the  character  of  the  vessel  gives  a  character  to 
the  goods  is  unequivocally  denied.  The  actual 
reverse  of  the  assertion  is  maintained  by  jurists 
generally  with  a  harmony  that  forbids  doubt. 

Instead  of  detailing  these  opinions  separately 
permit  me  to  give  the  language  of  one  who  wished 
well  to  the  g^entleman's  doctrine,  who  had  often 
earefoily  explored  the  musty  volumes  of  national 
law,  and  who  was  never  apt  to  carry  his  admis- 
sions beyond  the  line  which  candor  prescribed. 
Mr.  Jefiersoo,  in  his  letter  to  Genet,  of  24th  July, 
1793,  expresses  himself  thus :  *'  I  believe  it  can- 
'  not  be  doubted  but  that^  by  the  general  law  of 
'  nations,  the  goods  of  a  iriend  found  in  the  ves- 
'  sel  of  an  enemy  are  free,  and  the  goods  of  an 
[  enemy  found  in  the  vessel  of  a  friend  are  lawful 

*  prize.  It  is  true  that  sundry  nations,  desirous 
'  of  avoiding  the  inconveniences  of  having  their 
'  vessels  stopped  at  sea,  ransacked,  carried  into 
'  port,  and  detained  under  pretence  of  having 
'  enemy's  goods  on  board,  have,  in  many  instances, 
'  introduced  another  principle  between  them,  that 

*  enemy  bottoms  shall  make  enemy  eoods,  and 
'  that  friendly  bottoms  shall  make  friendly  goods — 

*  a  principle  much  less  embarrassing  to  commerce, 
'  and  equal  to  all  parties  in  point  of  gain  or  loss — 
'  but  this  is  altogether  the  effect  ot  a  particular 

*  treaty^  controlling  in  special  cases  the  general 
'  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  therefore 


'  taking  effect  between  such  nations  only  as  have 
*  agreed  to  control  it."  If  the  gentleman  will  ex- 
amine the  treaties  to  which  he  has  adverted,  the 
commercial  treatv  of  Utrecht,  between  England 
and  France,  (which,  by  the  by,  the  House  of 
Commons  refused  to  sanction,)  and  the  subee« 
quent  commercial  treaty  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  1786,  he 
will  find  the  language  on  this  head  unequivocal. 
The  arrangement  is  declared  to  be  made  with  & 
view  to  prevent  the  embarrassments  and  dissen- 
sions that  would  arise  without  such  an'  arrange- 
ment ;  or,  in  other  words,  from  the  application  of 
the  principles  of  the  common  law  of  nations.  Nor 
is  ;t  at  all  strange  that  Britain,  in  a  commercial 
treaty,  from  which  she  expected  to  derive  im- 
mense advantages,  should  acquiesce  in  such  an 
arrangement  as  between  her  and  France.  For  it 
is  obvious  that  >io  practical  effect  could  result 
from  it,  except  when  one  was  at  peace  and  the 
other  at  war.  And  such  a  state  of  things  has  so 
rarelv  happened  that  its  occurrence  might  be  num- 
bered among  political  impossibilities. 

The  "  no  search"  clamor  in  England  of  1737, 
which  the  gentlemen  have  produced  the  Parlia- 
mentary debates  to  prove,  had  about  as  much  to 
do  with  the  belligerent  right  to  capture  enemy's 
property  conveyed  in  neutral  ships,  as  the  ^  no 
search"  cry  made  about  thirty  years  afterwards 
in  the  case  of  John  Wilkes  and  general  warrants. 
The  dispute  of  1737,  with  Spain,  grew  out  of  a 
municipal  claim  asserted  by  that  Government, 
and  of  the  rigorous  practice  of  their  guarda  cos- 
tas  to  search  British  vessels  hovering  on  the  coasts 
of  the  Spanish  colonies  for  prohibited  articles  de- 
signed to  be  smuggled  into  them.  A  claim  said, 
to  be  repugnant  to  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  and  cer- 
tainly very  inconvenient  to  the  illicit  trade  be- 
tween Jamaica  and  the  Spanish  main;  and  a 
practice  enforced  with  all  that  barbarity  which 
usually  characterizes  the  minions  of  custom- 
house and  revenue  tyrants.  How  far  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  gentleman's  project  would  be 
beneficial  to  this  country  is  perhaps  not  so  dear. 
At  a  time  when  we  had  no  capital  to  afford  em- 
ployment to  our  navigation,  it  certainly  would 
have  been  advantageous..  But  since  that  period 
has  passed  away,  the  most  enlightened  commer- 
cial men  will  tell  you  they  wish  for  no  such  in- 
novation. Its  effect  would  be  to  give  us,  when 
neutrals,  the  benefit  of  being  among  the  carriers 
of  the  commodities  of  the  weaker  maritime  bel- 
ligerent for  freight.  But  the  effect  of  the  old 
principle  is  to  give  us  the  profit  which  results, 
not  merely  from  the  carriage,  but  the  purchase 
and  resales  of  these  commodities,  with  almost  a 
monopoly  in  either  market. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  assigned 
another  cause  for  the  war,  in  which  he  has  ob- 
tained the  concurrence  of  several  of  his  friend»-» 
the  instigation  by  the  British  Government  of  In- 
dian wars.  Although,  sir,  this  theme  of  popular 
declamation  has  almost  become  trite — ^although 
the  tomahawk  and  the  scalping  knife  have  been 
so  often  brandished  with  rhetorical  ambi-dex- 
terity^  that  their  exhibition  almost  ceases  to  ex- 
cite interest— yet,  far  be  it  from  me  to  tbiok  or 
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speak  lightly  of  the  cruelties  of  savage  warfare, 
or  to  cooeeal  my  utter  abhorrence  and  detesta- 
tion of  them.  But  it  is  a  different,  very  different 
question,  whether  the  Canadians  have  armed  the 
Indians  to  join  in  defence  against  a  common  in- 
vader, or  had,  previously  to  war,  instigated  them 
to  hostilities  against  us.  This  last  charge  I  do 
not  believe — no  evidence  has  been  given  to  war- 
rant it  that  I  have  yet  heard.  Over  the  affair  of 
Tippecanoe,  the  commencement  of  Indian  war, 
there  hovers  a  mystery  which  oaght  to  be  dissi- 
pated, but  which  the  Government  will  not  dispel. 
I  have  sought,  honestlv  sought,  for  information. 
Of  oflBcial  there  is  little  or  none.  From  private 
sources  not  likely,  in  this  respect,  to  mislead,  (for 
they  are  friendly  to  this  war,  and  connected  with 
the  Western  interest  and  feeling,)  I  learn  that 
the  great  cause  of  Indian  hostilities  is  to  be  found 
where  experience  and  history  would  prompt  us 
to  look  for  it — is  to  be  found  in  our  cupidity  for 
their  lands,  and  their  jealousy  and  distrust  of  our 
superior  intelligence  and  force.  Indian  wars  have 
been,  until  a  few  years  back,  almost  uninterrupted 
in  this  country,  both  before  and  since  the  Revo- 
lution. They  need  no  other  instigators  than  are 
to  be  found  in  the  inconsistent  views,  interests, 
claims,  passions,  and  habits,  of  neighboring,  yet 
distinct  races  of  people.  Sir,  General  Harrison's 
treaty  of  November,  1809,  was  the  mine  of  the 

f'eat  Indian  explosion.  The  Indians  complained, 
know  not  how  justly,  that  in  that  treaty  they 
were  cheated  of  lands  which  the  parties  to  it  had 
no  right  to  convey,  and  never  meant  to  convey. 
There  are  gentlemen  in  this  Legislature  who 
know  that  Tecumseh  immediately  avowed  bis 
fixed  purpose  to  vindicate  by  force  and  by  union 
of  the  red  men  the  rights  of  his  tribe  and  the 
menaced  independence  of  the  whole  race.  And 
we  all  know  (the  fact  is  on  record)  that  shortly 
aHer  this  treaty  the  British  Governor  General  of 
Canada  caused  it  to  be  officially  communicated 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  the 
Indians  were  meditating  hostile  designs.  Sir,  the 
holy  command,  **  thou  shalt  not  bear  false  win 
Bess  against  thy  neighbor,"  applies  even  to  an 
enemy.  I  will  not  sanction  this  charge  without 
evidence,  nor  against  evidence^  lest  I  violate  this 
high  injunction.  I  am  not  a  disciple  of  that  new 
moral  school  which  would  ^construe  this  divine 
prohibition,  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
?Mr.  Qrcndt)  hasexponnded  the  commandment, 
^  thou  shalt  not  kill,"  as  a  "  mere  municipal  regu- 
lation, applying  solely  to  the  Jews.'' 

But  this  war,  say  its  advocates,  nearly  one  and 
all,  was  declared  to  protect  our  seamen  against 
impressment — in  fashionable  phrase,  for  ^* sailors' 
rights."  There  is  no  doubt,  sir,  that  the  conflict- 
ing claims  of  the  two  countries  on  the  subject  of 
seamen,  and  the  occasional  abuse  of  the  practice 
of  search  for  British  seamen  on  board  of  Ameri- 
can merchantmen,  had  excited  serious  dissatis- 
ftiction  in  America — yet  I  hazard  nothing  by  the 
assertion,  that  the  question  of  seamen  was  not  a 
cause  of  this  war.  I  remember  full  well  the 
characteristic  special  pleadin|r  of  the  gentleman 
firom  Tennessee  on  this  subject,  at  the  last  ses- 


sion, ^  that  he  really  could  not  tell  whether,  if  the 
Orders  in  Council  had  been  repealed,  we  should 
have  gone  to  war  about  seamen  or  not ;"  but,  sir. 
I  consider  this  as  little  more  or  less  than  adhe^ 
rence  to  a  cautious  form,  as  a  protests ndo,  by 
way  of  excluding  a  conclusion,  or  in  the  nature 
of  the  commencement  of  an  answer  to  a  bill  in 
chancervj  in  which  the  defendant  takes  care  to 
save  to  nimself,  now  and  at  all  times  hereafter, 
all  and  all  manner  of  benefit  of  exception  to  the 
errors  that  may  be  discovered  in  complainant's 
allegations.  I  am  aware,  too,  of  the  very  con- 
spicuous blazon  which  is  given  to  our  sailors' 
wrongs  in  the  President's  war  Message,  and  in 
the  manifesto  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations. But  this  proves  no  more  than  thmt,  when 
war  was  determined  on,  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  make  out  as  strong  a  case  as  possible,  either 
to  excite  the  sympathy  of  the  world,  or  to  rouse 
the  indiffoation  of  our  own  citizens.  The  impreaa- 
ment  of  our  seamen  was  grouped  ia  the  picture 
with  the  dearly  bought  Henry-plot^  the  at  least 
dubious  excitement  of  Indian  hostilities,  and  the 
adjusted  controversy  about  constructive  block- 
ades. 

No,  sir,  the  question  of  seamen  was  not  a  cause 
of  this  war.  More  than  five  years  bad  passed 
over  since  an  arrangement  on  this  question,  per- 
fectly satisfactory  to  our  Ministers,  had  been  made 
with  Great  Britain,  but  it  pleased  not  the  Presi- 
dent, and  was  rejected.  Yet,  during  the  whole 
period  that  afterwards  elapsed,  until  the  declara- 
tion of  war.  no  second  effort  was  made  to  adjust 
this  cause  of  controversy.  From  December,  1807, 
with  very  short  intervals,  we  waged  against  Brit* 
ain  a  commercial  war  to  coerce  her  into  an  ob- 
servance of  the  rights  we  claimed  at  her  hands. 
In  every  step  of  this  system,  whether  embargo^ 
non-intercourse,  or  non-importation,  we  avowed 
the  grounds  of  this  contest,  and  the  condition  on 
which  it  should  terminate — the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil and  their  repeal.  In  April,  1809,  the  famous 
arrangement  with  Erskine  was  made,  bailed  by 
the  well  meaning  as  a  second  treaty  of  amity 
between  the  two  countries ;  yet  it  contained 
nothing  upon  the  question  of  seamen.  In  the 
President's  communication  to  Congress,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war-session,  Noverabi^, 
1811,  enumerating,  in  no  light  tone,  our  eontro- 
versies  with  Great  Britain,  and  recommending 
preparations  for  war,  the  impressment  of  seamen 
was  not  remembered.  The  Secretary  of  State 
was  earnestly  engaged  in  a  correspondence  with 
the  British  Minister,  Foster,  at  the  seat  of  Gov^ 
ernment,  until  the  declaration  of  war;  nay,  until 
after  it  had  passed  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  object  of  the  correspondence  avowedly  was, 
to  bring  our  difierences  to  an  amicable  close. 
But,  in  this  correspondence,  the  question  of  im- 
pressment finds  no  place,  except  incidentally,  not 
as  a  substantive  topic  of  discussion.  And,  in  the 
official  communication  from  our  Gk>vemment  to 
our  Minister  in  Russia,  stating  the  fact  of  a  war 
declared  against  Gkeat  Britain,  and  alleging  its 
justification,  with  a  view  to  be  communicated  to 
the  Russian  Government,  [Mr.  Monroe**  letter 
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to  J.  Q.  Adamf)  of  Jolr,  1812J  bis  joatification  is 
rested  solely  on  the  Briiish  Orders  io  Council. 
Tliese,  then,  were  emphaticatly  and  czclusirely 
the  caase  or  war.  And  bad  it  not  been  for  very 
many  weighty  considerations  to  be  found  in  the 
state  of  the  world,  in  the  nature  of  the  war  in 
Europe,  out  of  which  proceeded  this  violation  of 
neutral  rights ;  in  the  conduct  of  the  other  mighty 
belligerent,  her  injuries,  menaces,  and  intrigues, 
and  in  the  peculiar  condition  of  this  country,  ac- 
tually growing  into  unexampled  prosperity  under 
the  very  state  of  things  of  wnich  we  complained  ; 
had  it  not  been  for  these,  and  considerations  like 
these,  that,  truropet-toagued,  warned  us  from  the 

Silf  into  which  we  were  about  to  plunge,  the 
fders  in  Council  would  have  justified  the  resort 
to  war.  At  all  events,  they  formed  what  mi^ht 
be  termed  a  sufficient  technical  cause  of  hostili« 
ties,  much  better  than  often  figures,  with  conspic- 
uous effect,  in  the  manifestoes  of  Princes,  under 
the  specious  names  of  justice,  independence,  and 
violated  rights.  But,  sir,  scarcely  had  the  fatal 
step  been  taken,  and  the  destinies  of  our  nation 
risked  on  the  fortune  of  the  sword,  when  the  ob- 
noxions  orders  were  revoked,  the  causes  of  war 
lemoved,  and  an  honorable  opportunity  afforded 
of  returning  to  the  happy  state  of  peace,  com- 
,  meree,  and  successful  enterprise.  How  grateful 
must  not  the  Executive  of  a  country,  whose  policy 
Wis  fundamentally  pacific,  how  grateful  must  it 
not  have  been  for  this  happy  rescue  from  the  hor- 
rors of  warl  How  rejoiced  that  nil  had  been 
efiected,  without  a  struggle^  which  it  was  the  ob- 
ject to  obtain  by  a  bloody  and  precarious  contest ! 
nxulting  to  show,  that  when  it  unsheathed  the 
sword,  not  passion  but  duty  urged  the  reluctant 
deed,  surely  it  hastened  to  return  the  anstalned 
weapon  to  the  scabbard,  and  extend  the  blessed 
oKve  branch  of  peace.  Wts  it  so  7  Sir^  I  never 
can  think  of  the  conduct  of  the  Bxecutive  upon 
this  occasion,  without  mingled  feelings  of  sur- 
wise,  regret,  and  anger.  It  cannot  be  accounted 
for  bat  by  an  infatuation  the  most  profound ;  an 
iftlataation  wbich  is  not  yet  dissipated,  and  which 
should  fill  every  breast  with  apprehensions  of 
that  dreadful  result,  which,  in  the  wisdom  of  Pro- 
vidence, is  preceded  by  the  "darkened  counsels" 
of  mlers.  ^ 

But  it  is  entirely  a  mistake,  says  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania.  The  Orders  in  Council 
never  were  revoked ;  they  were,  indeed,  with- 
drawn, but  under  a  declaration  asserting  the  right 
to  re-enact  thea,  should  the  violence  of  France, 
acquiesced  in  by  America^  renew  the  necessity 
for  them.  Will  the  Admraistration,  sir,  bring 
forward  this  excuse  1  Will  they  take  this  ground  1 
No,  sir,  they  cannot;  they  dare  not.  The  Presi- 
dent has  told  the  nation,  that  the  revocation  of 
the  orders  was  substantially  satisfactory ;  in  his 
peculiar  phraseology:  *'  The  repeal  of  the  Orders 
in  CooBcil  was  susceptible  of  explanations  meet* 
ing  the  just  views  ot  this  Qovernmeot."  How 
could  he  do  otherwise  after  his  proclamation  of 
the  2d  November,  1810,  declaring  the  French 
edicts  so  revoked  as  to  cease  to  be  injurious  to 
our  rights;  a  prodamatsoQ  fouBded  solely  on  the 


letter  of  the  Duke  de  Cadore,  of  the  5th  August^ 
promising  a  revocation?  Does  theffentleman  re- 
collect the  celebrated  ^*  Bun  eWUnm^^  or  proviso 
annexed  to  this  letter:  '^Provided,  that  in  conse- 
^  quence  of  this  declaration,  the  British  Qovem- 

*  ment  shall  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  and 
'  renounce  their  new  principles  of  blockade,  or 

*  America  shall  cause  ner  rights  to  be  respected, 

*  conformably  to  the  act  which  you  have  com- 
'  municated?"  Does  the  gentleman  remember  the 
tortuous  and  labored  efforts  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Monroe  to  explain  this  proviso  into  a  condition 
subsequent  ?  To  prove  that  it  was  designed  only 
to  exert  the  Tight  of  France  to  re-enact  these 
decrees  if  Great  Britain  should  persist  in  her 
orders, and  we  forbear  from  resisting  them?  Such 
a  condition,  subsequently  annexed  to  a  promised 
revocation  of  the  French  decrees,  had  no  effect 
to  impair  its  force;  but  the  same,  annexed  in 
terms  to  the  actual  revocation  of  the  British 
orders,  renders  it  entirely  null !  No,  sir,  the  Ex- 
ecutive cannot  take  this  ground;  his  direct  friends 
will  not  take  it  for  him.  In  the  emphatic  lan- 
guage of  the  eloquent  Junius,  this  would  indeed 
^  resemble  the  termagant  chastity  of  a  prude,  who 
prosecutes  one  lover  for  a  rape,  while  she  solicits 
the  lewd  embraces  of  another." 

But  can  it  be  urged,  say  the  gentlemen,  that 
the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council  removed 
all  our  causes  of  complaint,  and  left  us  nothiujg 
more  to  demand  of  the  enemy  ?  No,  sir,  this  is 
not  urged.  But  it  is  contended  that,  as  the  revo* 
cation  of  the  Orders  in  Council  removed  the 
cause  of  war,  hostilities  should  instantly  have 
been  suspended,  and  a  fair,  manly  effort  made  to 
settle  bv  negotiation  all  unadjusted  differences 
which  had  not  caused  the  war.  A  question  of 
much  importance  and  deiicacv  remained  to  be 
settled  in  relation  to  the  search  for  British  sea* 
men  on  board  our  merchant  vessels,  and  the  oc* 
casional  impressment  of  Americans.  Under  every 
Administration  of  our  country  this  question  had 
excited  great  interest,  and  been  attended  with 
much  difficulty.  Of  late,  indeed,  it  had,  in  some 
degree,  lost  its  interest,  and  partly  because  of  the 
comparative  rare  occurrence  of  the  practice.  The 
restrictive  anti-commercial  system  had  expelled 
native  and  foreign  seamen  in  vast  numbers  from 
our  country,  and  almost  removed  the  temptations 
to  an  exercise  of  what  the  British  claimed  as  a 
maritime  riffht.  For  five  years  before  the  war 
the  dispute  had  in  fact  slept.  Subjects  more  im- 
portant pressed  themselves  on  our  notice,  and 
while  these  pressed,  that  was  postponed  as  a  mat- 
ter for  future  arrangement.  But  out  of  these  new 
subjects  a  controversy  arose  which  issued  in  war. 
It  had  scarcely  been  declared  before  the  matter  in 
controversy  was  arranged  to  our  satisfaction  by 
the  voluntary  act  of  the  enemy.  What  was  our 
plain,  obvious  course ;  the  course  of  duty  and  of 
policy  ?  Sheathe  the  sword  until  it  is  ascertained 
whetner  the  dispute  which  had  been  laid  aside 
for  future  arrangement,  and  which,  iii  conse- 
quence of  the  adjustment  of  more  pressing  con- 
cerns, is  now  properly  presented  to  notice,  can  or 
cannot  be  amicably  settled.    Even  tyrants  pro- 
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noaoce  war  the  ^uUima  ratio  regum^^  the  last 
resort  of  Prioces.  Nothing  can  justify  the  exer- 
cise of  force  hat  the  ioabiiity  to  obtain  right  by 
other  means.  You  had  not  supposed  your  just 
claims  on  the  subject  of  seamen  unattainable  by 
negotiation,  or  you  would  not  have  reserved  them 
for  years  as  a  subject  U\i  negotiation ;  and  if  they 
be  tb us. attainable,  bow  will  ye  answer  to  Qod 
and  the  country  for  the  blood  and  treasure  use- 
lessly, criminally  expended  ?  This  mode  of  think- 
ing, sir,  seems  to  me  very  straight,  and  quite  in 
accordance  with  the  good  old  notions  of  practi- 
cal morality.  Besides,  it  is  the  incumbent  duty 
of  him  who  seeks  justice,  first  to  render  it.  What* 
ever  our  claims  on  Great  Britain  might  have 
been  in  relation  to  seamen,  she  was  not  without 
her  claims  on  us.  At  a  time  when  her  floating 
bulwarks  were  her  sole  safeguard  against  slavery, 
she  could  not  view,  without  alarm  and  resent- 
ment, the  warriors  who  should  have  manned 
those  bulwarks,  pursuing  a  more  gainful  occupa- 
tion in  American  vessels.  Our  merchant  ships 
were  crowded  with  British  seamen ;  most  of  them 
deserters  from  their  ships  of  war,  and  all  fur- 
nished with  fraudulent  protections  to  prove  them 
American.  To  us  they  were  not  necessarv ;  they 
ate  the  bread  and  bid  down  the  wagfes  of  native 
seamen,  whom  it  was  our  first  duty  to  foster  and 
encourage.  To  their  own  country  they  were  ne- 
cessary, essentially  necessary.  They  were  wanted 
for  her  defence  in  a  moment  of  unprecedented 
peril.  Ought  we  not,  then,  while  seeking  to  pro- 
tect our  own  seamen  from  forced  British  service, 
to  have  removed  from  her  seamen  the  temptation 
to  desert  their  country  and  to  supplant  ours  at 
home?  Why  need  I  ask  the  question?  Your 
seamen's  bill,  as  it  iz  called,  enacted  into  a  law 
since  the  war,  is  an  acknowledgment  that  this 
ought  to  have  been  done.  However  deceptive 
some  of  its  provisions  may  appear,  its  very  prin- 
ciple is  to  restore  to  Qreat  Britain  her  seamen, 
and  save  our  own  from  her  service.  Unless  you 
believed  this  principle  right,  it  was  the  meanest 
of  degradations,  at  such  a  time,  to  pass  such  a 
law;  and  if  it  was  right,  then  you  had  justice  to 
render,  as  well  as  to  seek.  Had  you  pursued  this 
plain  path  of  right ;  had  you  suspended  hostili- 
ties, vou  would  have  consulted  also  the  true  poli- 
cy of  your  country.  An  unconditional  proposi- 
tion for  an  armistice,  upon  the  revocation  of  the 
orders,  or  an  unconditional  acceptance  of  the 


military 

anticipated.     The  world  would  have  believed, 
your  enemy  would  have  believed,  that  you  sus- 

E ended  your  career  of  conquest  because  the  war 
ad  owed  its  origin  not  to  ambition,  but  to  duty ; 
because  you  souffbt  not  territory,  but  justice; 
because  you  preferred  an  honest  peace  to  the 
most  splendid  victor  v.  With  the  reputation  of 
having  commanded,  by  your  attitude  of  armor,  a 
repeal  of  the  offensive  orders,  you  would  have 
evinced  a  moderation  which  must  have  secured 
the  most  beneficial  arrangements  on  the  question 
of  seamen. 


But,  sir,  this  was  not  done.  No  armistice  coold 
obtain  the  approbation  of  the  Executive,  unleas 
it  was  preceded  by  an  abandonment,  formal  or 
informal,  of  the  British  claim  to  search  for  their 
seamen  on  board  our  merchant  vessels.  As  an 
evidence  of  this  abandonment,  the  exercise  of  the 
claim  must,  by  stipulation,  be  suspended  daring 
the  armistice,  and  this  suspension  was  to  be  the 
price  of  its  purchase.  Even  without  an  armis- 
tice, no  **  arrangement"  was  to  be  deemed  a  fit 
subject  for  negotiation  which  should  not  be  predi- 
cated on  ''the  basis" of  an  exclusion  from  our 
vessels,  by  our  laws,  of  their  seamen,  and  an 
absolute  prohibition  of  search  by  their  officers. 
This,  sir,  was  taking  very  lofty  ground;  but,  at 
that  moment,  the  Canada  fever  raged  high,  and 
the  delirium  of  foreign  conquest  was  at  its  acme. 
In  a  few  weeks  the  American  flag  was  to  wave 
triumphant  on  the  ramparts  of  Ctoebec.  The 
proposition  for  an  armistice  from  the  Gkyvernor 
of  Canada  was  utterly  inadmissible.  In  the  laa- 
guagre  of  our  Secretary  of  State,  it  wanted  reci* 
procity :  ^  The  proposition  is  not  reciprocal,  be- 
cause it  restrains  the  United  States  from  acting 
where  their  power  is  greatest,  and  leaves  Great 
Britain  at  liberty,  and  gives  her  time  to  augmeat 
her  forces  in  our  neighborhood." 

Mr.  Russell,  said  Mr.  G.,  did  condescend  to  offer 
an  armistice  to  the  enemy,  upon  the  condition  of 
yielding,  as  preliminary,  even  a  sospension  of 
arms,  all  that  could  be  extorted  by  the  most  tri- 
umphant war.  But  even  he,  in  his  pacific  propo- 
sition, could  not  refrain  from  exulting  at  the  glo- 
rious conquests  that  would  inevitably  be  made  if 
submission  was  refused  or  delayed. 

*'  Your  Lordship  is  aware  of  the  difficulties  wifli 
which  m  prosecutian  of  the  war,  even  ibr  a  short  pe> 
riod,  mast  necessariiy  embvTaas  all  futore  attempls  at 
■ccommodation.  PaasiiDiis  exasperated  by  injuries; 
alliances,  or  conquests  on  terms  which  forbid  their 
abandenment,  wUI  inevitably  hereafter  embitter  and 
protract  a  contest  which  might  now  be  so  easily  and 
happily  terminated." 

I  cannot  forbear,  sir,  from  one  remark  at  the 
"awful  squinting"  in  this  letter  at  an  alliance 
with  France,  wntlemen  are  sensitive  when  the 
possibilitjr  of  such  a  connexion  is  intimated.  The 
very  suspicion  of  such  a  design  in  the  Cabinet  u 
viewed  as  a  calumny.  Here  the  accredited  agent 
of  the  American  Executive  proclaims  suca  a 
connexion,  such  an  alliance,  as  inevitable;  pro- 
claims it  in  an  official  communication  to  the  puh- 
lic  enemy.  The  declaration  is  laid  before  Con* 
gress  and  the  people  by  the  President,  unaceom- 
panied  by  any  disavowal.  The  Minister  is  not 
censured.  For  his  very  conduct  in  this  emplof* 
ment  he  is  raised  to  the  highest  grade  of  foreiga 
Ministers ;  and  in  spite  of  the  reluctance  of  the 
Senate  to  confirm  his  nomination,  he  is  pressed 
upon  them  by  the  President  until  their  assent  to 
his  appointment  is  extorted.  I  dwell  not  opon 
this  topic,  for  I  confess  to  you  the  honest  fears 
which  once  congealed  my  heart  are  now  dissi- 
pated. The  sun  of  national  freedom  has  burst 
forth  from  behind  the  portentous  eclipse,  that^ 
"  with  fear  of  change,"  had  perplexed  the  dark- 
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eiied  world.  Napoleon,  do  looger  iDvincible: 
stripped  of  the  false  glare  which  splendid  crime 
threw  around  his  character,  is  no  longer  eulogised 
as  "supereminent,"  but  deoounced  by  the  cham- 
pions of  the  Administration  as  an  ^'usurper.'' 
No  one  courts  the  friendship  of  a  fallen  tyrant  I 

It  is  not  for  me  to  say  in  what  manner  the  dis- 
pute about  seamen  is  to  be  settled.    On  this  sub- 
ject I  have  no  hesitation,  however,  in  giving  my 
general  sentiments.    It  is  the  duty  of  this  Gtovern- 
ment  to  protect  its  seamen  (I  mean  its  native 
seamen)  from  the  forced  service  of  any  and  every 
Power  on  earth,  so  far  as  the  strength  of  the  coun- 
try can  obtain  for  them  protection.    True  it  is, 
that  in   my  opinion  the  number  of  impressed 
Americans  bears  no  reasonable  proportion  to  the 
number  alleged.    I  live  in  a  State  which,  though 
it  carries  on  not  an  extensive  foreign  commerce, 
has  many  native  seamen.    At  the  moment  of  the 
declaration  of  war,  the  inquiry  was  made  whether 
a  single  native  seaman  of  North  Carolina  was 
then  detained  by  British  impressment.    I  could 
hear  of  none.    I  know  that  during  bur  restrictive 
system  many  of  our  sailors  entered  voluntarily 
into  the  British  service,  and,  when  tired  of  it, 
complained  that  they  had  been  impressed — in- 
stances have  actually  occurred  at  Plymouth  and 
at  London,  of  men  surrendered  as  impressed 
Americans,  who  afterwards  boasted  that  they  had 
cheated  tbf  ir  King.    In  the  battle,  I  think  of  the 
President  and  the  Little  Belt,  a  neighbor  of  mine 
now  an  industrious  farmer  noticed  in  the  number 
of  the  slain  one  of  his  own  name.    He  exclaimed, 
there  goes  one  of  my  protections.    On  bein^  asked 
for  an  explanation  he  remarked,  that  in  his  wild 
days,  when  he  followed  the  sea,  it  was  an  ordinary 
mode  of  procuring  a  little  spending  money  to  get 
a  protection  from  a  notary  for  a  dollar,  and  sell 
it  to  the  first  foreigner  whom  it  at  all  fitted  for 
fifteen  or  twenty.    The  protected  alien  assumed, 
of  course,  the  American  name,  and,  if  impressed, 
claimed  to  be  liberated  under  it.    The  examina- 
tions which  have  been  had  before  the  committee 
of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  and  especially 
that  of  William  Qray,copfirm  the  belief  that  the 
number  of  impressed  Americans  has  been  ex^" 
gerated  infinitely  beyond  the  truth.    But  their 
number  has  been  large  enough  to  render  the  griev- 
ance a  serious  one ;  and,  be  they  more  or  less,  the 
fight  to  the  protection  of  their  country  is  sacred, 
and  must  be  regarded.    The  Qovernment  would 
forfeit  its  claims  to  the  respect  and  afiection  of  iu 
citizens,  if  it  omitted  any  rational  means  to  secure 
the  rights  of  American  seamen  from  actual  viola- 
tion.   Seek  to  obtain  this  security  by  practical 
means.    If  you  cannot,  by  substitute,  obtain  an 
abandonment  of  the  right  or  practice  to  search 
our  vessels,  regulate  it  so  as  to  prevent  its  abuse-^ 
waiving  for  the  present,  not  relinquishing,  your 
obiectioos  to  the  right.    Do  all  that  can  fairly  be 
asked  of  you  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  the 
practice.    When  this  is  done,  and  you  should 
nevertheless  fail — when  war  is  rendered  neces- 
sary to  obtain  a  practical  and  reasonable  security 
for  Amerioan  seamen,  against  the  abuses  of  im< 
pressmen t,  then«  sir,  that  war  is  just.    Whoever 


may  question  its  expediency,  none  who  admit 
that  wars  may  ever  be  justly  wa^ed  can  feel  any 
conscientious  scruples  in  yielding  it  support.  This, 
sir.  is  no  late  opinion  of  mine.  It  has  been  long 
anil  publicly  avowed — not  indeed  as  a  pledge  to  my 
constituents,  as  my  friend  and  colleague  (Mi'.  MuK- 
FRBs)  has  remarked — we  do  not  deal  in  pledges- 
hut  because  it  is  my  habit  to  be  frank  when  no 
duty  commands  concealment.  Nor  is  it  strange 
that  I  should  (eel  attached  to  the  rights  of  Ameri- 
can sailors.  I  am  a  native  of  the  seaboard.  Many 
of  the  playmates  of  my  infancy  have  become  the 
adventurous  ploughmen  of  the  deep.  Seafaring 
men  are  among  my  strongest  personal  and  po- 
litical friends.  And  for  their  true  interests,  their 
fair  rights,  I  claim  fo  feel  a  concern  as  sincere, 
and  a  zeal  as  fervent  as  can  be  boasted  by  any 
gentleman  from  the  interior,  or  from  beyond  the 
mountains,  who  has  heard  of  them  but  knows 
them  not. 

Has  the  prosecution  of  your  scheme  of  invasion 
and  conquest  against  the  Canadas  a  tendency  to 
secure  these  rights  and  advance  these  interests  ? 
This,  sir,  is  a  momentous  question,  on  which  it 
is  the  duty  of  every  man  in  authority  to  reflect 
dispassionately,  and  with  a  fixed  purpose  to  at- 
tain the  truth.  Unless  this  tendency  be  manifest, 
and  morally  certain,  every  motive  which  can  be 
addressed  to  an  honest  heart  and  intelligent  mind 
forbids  its  prosecution  at  the  present  moment. 
Make  a  fair  comparison  of  its  certain  or  probable 
ills  with  its  possible  gains,  and  then  pronounce 
the  sentence  which  Justice,  humanity,  and  policy 
demand ;  and  a  suffering  nation  will  bless  your 
decision. 

It  is  not  my  design  to  consider  the  immense 
expenditure  which  this  scheme  has  cost,  and 
which  a  continuance  of  it  will  cost  to  this  coun- 
try.* Well  worthy  is  this  topic  of  consideration, 
especially  at  a  moment  when  industry  is  without 
encouragement,  and  external  revenue  is  utterly 
destroyed.  But  it  has  been  examined  with  great 
abilitv  bv  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  es- 
pecially by  the  ffentlemen  from  Connecticut  and 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Pitkin  and  Mr.  Sbbppby,)  and 
contenting  myself  with  an  earnest  request,  that 
their  remarks  be  not  forgotten,  and  that  in  your 
zeal  for  conquest  you  do  not  beggar  your  people, 
I  hasten  to  present  other  views  which  have  not 
been  so  fully  unfolded. 

There  is  something  in  the  character  of  a  war 
made  upon  the  people  of  a  country  to  force  them 


*It  was  well  remarked  by  Mr.  Pearson,  that  the 
Constitutional  rule  of  ascertaining  the  contribution  of 
each  individual  to  the  satisiaction  of  the  public  debt, 
was  to  be  collected  from  the  system  of  direct  taxes. 
Supposing  the  debt  which  will  have  been  created  by 
the  Canada  war  by  the  close  of  the  next  campaign  to 
be  ninety  millions,  every  man  may  ascertain  how 
much  of  his  property  is  mortgaged  for  iU  payment,  by 
adverting  to  his  portion  of  the  direct  Ux.  The  whole 
amount  of  this  direct  tax  is  three  milUons— multiply- 
ing»  therefore,  each  man's  direct  tsx  by  thir^,  will 
give  the  share  of  the  whole  debt,  for  which  he  may  be 
considered  ss  liable^ — Note  by  Mr.  QaUoru 


1569 


HISTORY  OF  OONORBSS. 


1560 


H.  OF  R. 


The  Loan  BUL 


FlBBUABT,  1814. 


to  abandon  a  Qovernment  whicb  tbey  cherish, 
and  to  become  the  subjects  or  associates  of  their 
invaders,  which  necessarily  involves  calamities 
beyond  those  incident  to  ordinarv  wars.  Among 
as  some  remain  who  remember  the  horrors  of  the 
invasien  of  the  Revolution — "and  others  of  os 
have  hung  with  reverence  on  the  lips  of  narrative 
old  age  as  it  related  the  interesting  tale.''  Sach 
a  war  is  not  between  those  only  who  seek  for  re- 
nown in  military  achievements,  or  the  more 
hamble  mercenaries  ^  whose  basiness  'tis  to  die." 
It  breaks  in  upon  all  the  charities  of  domestic 
life,  and  interrupts  all  the  pursuits  of  industry. 
The  peasant  quits  his  plougn,  and  the  mechanic 
is  hurried  from  his  shop  to  commence  without 
apprenticeship  the  exercise  of  the  trade  of  death. 
The  irregularity  of  the  resistance  which  is  op- 
posed to  the  invader^  its  occasional  obstinacy  and 
occasional  intermission,  provokioff  every  bad  pas- 
sion of  his  soldiery,  is  the  excuse  for  plunder,  lust, 
and  cruelty.  These  atrocities  exasperate  the  suf- 
ferers to  revenge ;  and  every  weapon  which  anger 
can  supply,  and  every  device  which  ingenious 
hatred  can  conceive  is  used  to  inflict  vengeance 
OB  the  detested  foe.  There  ift  yet  a  more  horri- 
ble war  than  this.  As  there  is  no  anger  so  deadly 
as  the  anger  of  a  friend,  there  is  no  war  so  fero- 
cious as  that  which  is  waged  between  men  of  the 
same  blood,  and  formerly  connected  by  the  closest 
ties  of  affection.  The  pen  of  the  historian  con- 
fessess  its  inability  to  describe,  the  fervid  fancjr 
of  the  poet  cannot  realize,  the  horrors  of  a  civil 
war.  This  invasion  of  Canada  involves  the  mis- 
eries of  both  these  species  of  war.  You  carry 
fire  and  sword  amongst  a  people  who  are  '*  united 
against  you  (say  your  Generals)  to  a  man"— 
amongst  a  people  who,  happy  in  themselves,  and 
satisfied  with  their  condition,  view  you  not  as 
coming  to  emancipate  them  from  thraldom,  but 
to  reduce  them  to  a  foreign  yoke.  A  people  long 
and  intimately  connected  with  the  bordering  in- 
habitants of  our  country  by  commercial  inter* 
course,  by  the  ties  of  hospitality,  by  bonds  of  af- 
finity and  blood — a  people,  as  to  every  social  and 
individual  purpose,  long  identified  with  your  own. 
It  must  be  that  such  a  war  will  rouse  a  spirit  of 
sanguinary  ferocity,  that  will  overleap  every  holj 
barrier  of  nature  and  venerable  usage  of  civili- 
xation.  Where  will  you  find  an  authenticated 
instance  of  this  ferocity,  that  more  instantane- 
ously compels  the  shuddering  abhorrence  of  the 
heart,  than  the  fact  asserted  by  my  eloquent 
friend  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Webstbe.) 
"  The  bayonet  of  the  brother  has  been  actually 
opposed  to  the  breast  of  the  brother."  Merciful 
Heaven  I  Thai  those  who  have  been  rocked  in 
the  same  cradle  by  the  same  maternal  hand— -who 
have  imbibed  the  first  genial  nourishment  of  in- 
fant existence  from  the  same  blessed  source, 
should  be  forced  to  contend  in  impious  strife  for 
tke  destruction  of  that  being  derived  from  their 
common  parent  1  Tt  should  not  be  so !  Every 
feeling  of  our  nature  cries  aloud  against  it  1 

One  subject  is  intimately  connected  with  this 
Canadian  war,  which  demands  the  most  thorough 
and  deliberate  examination.    I  tremble  to  ap- 


proach it  thus  inetdentallyylest  I  injure  the  caoae 
of  humanity  and  truth,  by  a  cursory  vindieation. 
And  yet  I  dare  not  altogether  omit  it,  because  I 
fear  an  opportunity  of  full  consideration  will  not 
be  presented,  and  it  is  of  an  urgency  and  a  mag« 
nitude  that  forbid  it  to  be  overlooked.  I  meaD, 
sir,  the  falsely  called  system  of  retaiiatiouy  which 
threatens  to  impart  to  the  war  a  character  of 
barbarity  which  has  not  its  parallel  in  the  mod- 
ern annals  of  Christendom.  Twenty-three  per- 
sons  of  our  invading  army,  who  were  taken  prit- 
oners  by  the  enemy  at  the  battle  of  dueenstown, 
in  Canada,  have  been  sent  to  EIngland  as  British 
subjects^  to  be  tried  for  treason.  To  deter  the 
enemy  from  executing  the  law  upon  these  an- 
happy  men,  our  Executive  has  ordered  into  close 
custody,  an  equal  number — not  of  American  citi 
zens  invading  our  country— *(  this  won  Id,  indeed, 
be  retaliation) — but  of  British  prisoners  who  have 
committed  no  crime.  It  is  avowed  that  these 
shall  be  put  to  instantaneous  death,  if  the  bmb 
sent  to  England  should  be  convicted  and  exe- 
cuted. The  British  Government  has  proceeded, 
in  return,  to  confine  a  corresponding  number  of 
Americans,  as  hostages  for  the  safety  of  the  Brit- 
ish  prisoners,  under  the  same  determination  and 
avowal.  This  has  again  been  retaliated  on  o«r 
side,  and  the  retaliation  retorted  by  the  enemy,  so 
that  an  indiscriminate  and  universal  destruction 
of  the  prisoners  on  each  side  is  the  mqpaced  eon- 
sequence  of  the  execution  of  one  of  the  presumed 
Englishmen  ordered  home  for  trial. 

Before  we  enter  upon  this  career  of  coldbtooded 
massacre,  it  behooves  us,  bv  every  obligation  whiek 
we  owe  to  Gh>d,  to  our  rellow-men,  and  to  our- 
selves, to  be  certain  that  the  risht  is  with  us,  and 
that  the  duty  is  imperative.  If  in  a  moment  of 
excited  feeling  we  should  heedlessly  enact  the 
fatal  deed  which  consigns  thousands  of  the  gal- 
lant and  the  brave  Americans  and  Ekitons  to  an 
ignominious  death,  and  should  afterwards  dis- 
cover that  the  deed  was  criminal ;  that  the  blood 
of  the  innocent  is  upon  us,  and  the  cries  of  their 
fatherless  in&nts  have  ascended  against  us  to  ^e 
throne  of  the  Most  High ;  how  shall  we  silence 
the  reproaches  of  conscience;  how  atone  for  the 
wide  spread  and  irreparable  mischief;  or  how 
efface  trom  the  American  name  the  infamooa 
stain  that  will  be  stamped  upon  it  ?  With  mo- 
tives thus  awfully  obli^tory  to  a  correct  deeie- 
ion,  we  are  in  imminent  danger  of  error,  from 
causes  of  which  we  are  not  aware.  A  portion  of 
our  population,  inconsiderable  in  number  as  com- 
pared with  the  whole  mass,  but  influential,  because 
of  their  activity,  violence^  boldness,  and  their 
control  of  the  popular  presses — I  mean,  sir,  that 
part  of  our  naturalized  citizens,  who,  not  contest 
with  pursuing  the  private  occupations  of  industry, 
undertake  to  manage  the  affairs  of  State,  or  teach 
us  how  they  should  be  managed—have  systemati- 
cally and  zealously  labored  to  disseminate  false 
principles,  and  excite  prejudices  and  passions  cal- 
culated to  mislead  the  public  mind.  Divesting 
ourselves  as  far  as  possible  from  all  hasty  impres- 
sions, let  us  examine  upon  what  foundation  resta 
the  right  to  put  our  prisoneis  to  death,  in  revenge 
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for  the  execation  of  the  men  who  are  to  be  tried 
JD  Eoglaad  for  treason.    If  it  shall  be,  that  these 
meo  are  native  subjects  of  Qreat  Britain,  who 
bare  never  pretended  to  shake  off  their  allegiance 
by  naturalization  here,  their  crime  in  making 
war  against  their  acknowledged  coantry,  and  ae- 
tnally  invading  its  territories,  is  so  manifestly 
treason,  and  the  right  of  their  coantry  to  punish 
such  treason  is  so  complete,  that  I  will  not  pre- 
some  it  necessary  to  argue  upon  either  of  these 
topics.    If  the  enemy  has  a  perfect  right  to  re- 
gard them  as  traitors,  we  cannot  have  the  incon- 
sistent right  to  avenge,  with  innocent  blood,  their 
ipst  doom.    But  it  may  be  that  some  of  them  are 
British  subjects  naturalized  in  America.    I  be- 
lieve this  is  not  the  fact.    We  have  no  official  in- 
formation ;  but  from  the  most  respectable  inof- 
ficial sources  I  learn  it  is  not  the  fact.   If  it  should 
be^  however,  a  very  interesting  inquiry  presents 
itself.    What  is  the  effect  of  naturalization  in 
severing  the  ties  which  bind  a  man  to  his  native 
country,  and  in  rei^ttiring,  as  against  its  claims, 
the  protection  of  his  adopted  country?    It  is  my 
conviction,  that  erroneous  opinions  prevail  upon 
this  point.    It  is  a  point  on  which  this  couutry, 
•urrouoded  by  foreign  territories,  into  which  our 
eitizeiis  are  migrating  in  vast  numbers,  has  a 
very  deep  interest  to  form  correct  opinions. 

Every  political  associaiion  must  be  considered 
as  originally  founded  on  a  contract  between  each 
of  iu  members  and  the  whole  body.  Each  stip- 
ulates to  yield  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  to  re- 
frain from  acts  destructive  of  the  existence  of  the 
State ;  while  the  community,  as  such,  stipulates 
to  secure  to  each  individual  the  enjoyment  of  his 
lights.  The  duration  of  such  an  association,  if 
not  denied  by  the  original  compact,  is  necessarily 
unlimited.  When  any  of  its  mem  biers  is  desirous 
to  free  himself  from  his  engagements,  it  is  mani- 
fest that  he  cannot  do  it  by  his  own  act,  at  his 
own  pleasure ;  for  such  a  power  would  be  utterly 
inconsistent  with  the  notion  of  an  obligation.  He 
eao  be  released  from  his  contract  on(y  upon  the 
occurrence  of  some  event  which  by  the  terms  of 
the  association,  it  is  stipolaled,  shall  have  such 
effipct,  or  by  the  consent  of  the  community  to  which 
he  was  bound.  As  is  the  sute  of  the  original 
parties  to  the  association,  such  is  that  of  their  de- 
scendants. Children  in  every  political  eommunity 
Bust  be  viewed  as  succeeding  to  the  rights  and 
with  them  to  the  consequent  obligations  of  their 
parents;  but  for  this  principle  the  great  induce- 
ment to  the  social  state,  the  desire  of  providing 
for  the  security  and  happiness  of  a  family,  would 
be  annihilated,  and  the  trammels  of  Qovernment 
never  would  be  submitted  to.  But  for  this,  that 
perpetual  succession  which  keeps  up  the  identity 
of  the  nation,  although  its  individuals  are  all  in  a 
state  of  decay  and  renovation,  which  gives  it  a 
corporate  being  essential  to  its  action,  is  at  once 
destroyed.  From  these  principles,  or  principles 
like  these,  it  is,  that  all  jurisU  agree  that  when  a 
political  society  is  formed  the  fundamental  laws 
of  that  society  may  prescribe  when  and  upon 
what  terms  only  any  individual  of  it  shall  be 
freed  from  his  engagement  to  defend  it.    That 


such  society  possesses  this  right  is  a  principle  of 
universal  law;  no  dictum  can  be  found  to  con- 
tradict it.  How  such  right  shall  be  exercised 
must  of  course  depend  on  the  wisdom  and  virtue 
of  the  society  itself,  or  of  those  who  enact  its 
laws.  It  must  be  perfectly  obvious  that  in  any 
case  where  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  society 
do  not  permit  the  individual  to  release  himself 
from  his  engagement  the  intervention  of  a  third 
party  cannot  effect  this  release.  A  promise  of  A 
to  B  cannot  be  discharged  by  an  act  of  C.  The 
effect  therefore  which  the  naturalization  in  any 
country  of  the  subject  of  another  has  upon  the 
original  obligations  of  that  subject  to  his  native 
country  must  depend  upon  its  law,  prescribing  to 
what  extent  and  under  what  circumstances  these 
original  obligations  may  be  lessened  or  destrojred. 
The  institutions  of  difierent  countries  vary  from 
each  other  in  this  respect ;  some  are  more  rigid 
and  others  more  indulgent.  But  I  know  of  but  one 
State  on  earth,  the  State  of  Virginia,  which  allows 
the  native  subject  or  citizen  so  completely  to  divest 
himself  of  his  original  character  as  to  raise  against 
her  with  impunity  the  hand  of  parricide.  Vir- 
ginia by  a  statute  does  permit  a  citizen  by  a  for- 
mal deed,  executed  berore  witnesses,  acknowl- 
edged in  court  and  recorded,  to  quit-claim  and 
renounce  his  birthright,  and  thenceforth  to  be 
deemed  as  though  he  never  had  been  of  the  State. 
All  other  Slates  in  the  civilized  world  impose 
this  restraint,  that  their  original  subject  shall 
never  wage  war  against  his  countrv. 

With  the  fundamental  laws  of  Efngland  in  re- 
lation to  this  subject,  we  have  a  perfect  acouaint- 
ance.  In  general,  every  man  is  there  at  liberty 
to  <)uit  the  kingdom,  to  pursue  abroad  such  occu- 
pations, and  enter  into  such  engagements  as  be 
may  find  beneficial ;  but  on  the  express  condition 
that  he  shall  not  violate  his  faith  to  his  sovereign, 
the  first  great  duty  of  which  is,  not  to  invade  pis 
territories  and  war  against  his  subjects.  I  was 
surprised  to  hear  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
whose  good  sense  and  independence  I  much  re- 
spect, (Mr.  MoNTOOMiRY,)  arffue  that  the  per- 
mission to  a  British  subject  to  leave  his  country, 
was  an  implied  consent  that  he  might  throw  off 
all  allegiance  to  it.  Such  an  implication  is  done 
awa^  by  the  very  terms  of  the  permission.  The 
law  IS  as  old  as  Magna  Charta,  and  has  been  uni- 
form down  to  this  day.  ^*  Licuit  uniadque  de 
eetero  exirt  de  regno  noHro,  et  redire  saho  et  se^ 
oure^  per  terram  et  per  aquanij  saltfajide  noetrcL?^ 
23d  article  Abbott's  edition  of  Magna  Charta. 
^  It  may  be  lawful  for  every  one  hereafter  to  go 
out  of  our  kingdom,  and  return  safely  and  secure- 
ly, by  land  and  by  sea,  saving  his  faith  to  us.'*  In 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  occurred  the  -case  of  Dr. 
Story,  which  gentlemen  will  find  accurately  re- 
ported.—2d  Dyer^  298,  b.  304.  A  native  of  Eng- 
land, he  bad  long  quitted  that  country;  had  li«- 
come  a  subject  of  Philip  of  Spain,  and  had  actu- 
ally been  received  as  Ambassador  from  Philip  at 
the  English  Court.  He  was  indicted  for  treason ; 
he  pleaded  the  fact  of  his  having  become  a  Span- 
ish subject;  the  plea  was  overruled;  he  was 
convicted  and  executed.    The  case  of  Colone 
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Towoly  occurred  io  1746.  He  was  indicted  for 
treason  in  aiding  in  the  rebellion  of  1745;  was 
conricted  and  executed ;  notwithstanding  the  fact 
of  his  having  become  a  French  subject,  and  bear- 
ing a  French  commission.  The  case  of  £neas 
McDonald,  in  the  same  year,  was  more  remarka- 
ble. He  had  left  Scotland,  his  native  land,  a 
mere  ipfant,  and  ever  afterwards  resided  in 
France.  As  a  subject  of  the  King  of  France,  and 
an  officer  in  his  armjr,  he  accompanied  the  Pre- 
tender in  1745 ;  was  taken  prisoner,  mdieted  for 
treason,  and  convicted.  He  was,  indeed,  not  exe- 
cuted. The  hardship  of  his  fate  excited  commis- 
eration; and,  upon  the  recommendation  of  his 
jury  to.  mercy,  his  sentence  was  commuted  to 
perpetual  banishment  it  is  vain  to  multiply 
proofs.  Nothing  can  be  more  certain  than  the 
knglish  law,  in  relation  to  its  subjects  naturalized 
abroad,  waging  war  against  their  country.  The 
law  of  France  is  more  strict,  and  equally  precise. 
The  edict  of  Trianon,  of  23d  August,  1813,  with 
great  decision,  declares — ^  No  Frenchman  can  be 
naturalized  abroad  without  our  consent,"  (that  is 
of  the  Emperor ;)  and  that  *^  Frenchmen  natural- 
ized abroad,  even  without  our  permission,  can  at 
no  time  carry  arms  against  France,  under  pain 
of  being  indicted  in  our  courts,  and  condemned  to 
the  punishment  enacted  in  the  penal  code.^-^Book 
3,  c.  75.  During  the  French  Revolution,  in  17d5, 
a  corps  of  emigrants,  whom  oppression  and  brutal 
violence  had  compelled  to  quit  their  country, 
formed  thensselves  into  an  army  in  the  pay  and 
employment  of  Britain,  and  as  such  engaged  in 
the  ill-fated  expedition  to^uiberon.  They  were 
made  prisoners,  and  executed  as  traitors.  .What 
is  our  own  law?  In  every  State  of  the  Union, 
except  Virginia,  it  is  precisely  the  law  which  ob- 
tains in  Great  Britain — no  man  shall  exempt 
himself  from  the  obligation  not  to  war  against  bis 
country ;  and,  in  Virginia,  even,  he  can  only  get 
rid  of  this  obligation  by  observing  the  stipulated 
forms  which  its  law  prescribes.  Naturalization 
granted  in  another  country  has  no  effect  whatever 
to  destroy  his  original  primary  allegiance.  A 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Kppbb)  informed 
us  that,  under  a  British  statute,  two  years  volun- 
tary service  in  their  navy,  ipto  facto^  naturalized 
a  foreigner.  Be  it  so,  sir.  Let  us  suppose  that, 
during  our  restrictions  on  commerce,  an  Ameri- 
ican  citizen,  a  Virginian  for  instance,  who  had 
not  |[one  through  the  stipulated  formalities  of  ex- 
patriation, had  entered  on  board  the  British  navy, 
and  after  serving  there  two  years,  and  thus  be- 
coming a  naturalized  subject  of  George  III.  had 
infamously  joined  in  the  invasion  of  his  native 
land.  Suppose  this  miscreant  taken  prisoner, 
heading  a  hostile  band  at  the  burning  of  Havre, 
or  at  the  atrocious  outrages  of  Hampton,  and  ar- 
raigned for  treason  in  levying  war  against  the 
United  States,  what  defence  could  be  made  for 
him  ?  Is  there  a  gentleman  in  the  House,  with 
any  pretensions  to  legal  science,  who  will  so  far 
hazard  his  reputation  as  to  allege  that  a  defence 
could  be  made  for  him  ?  Is  there  a  judee  in  our 
land,  from  those  who  adorn  the  bench  of  our  Su- 
preme Court  down  to  the  hombleat  in  capacity 


and  office,  who  could  be  even  amused  by  the 
miserable  sophistry  that  naturalization  in  Britain 
repealed  our  law  of  treason  ?  No,  sir,  the  traitor 
would  be  condemned — inevitably  condemned; 
and  if  the  President  were  frightened  from  exe- 
cuting the  sentence,  by  an  insolent  threat  from 
Britain  to  pnt  innocent  Americans  to  death  in 
revenge  for  the  just  doom  of  the  convict,  he  would 
encounter  the  contempt  and  execration  of  his 
country.  How  is  it,  then,  that  we  undertake,  by 
such  nienaces,  lo  deter  the  enemy  from  executing 
a  like  law,  under  like  circumstances,  against  her 
unnatural  children? 

This  law  against  the  alienation  of  allegiance  is 
no  relic  of  tyranny;  it  is  founded  in  the  analogy 
of  nature,  and  essential  to  the  harmony  of  the 
world.  There  is  a  striking  similitude  between 
the  duties  of  a  citizen  to  his  country,  and  those 
of  a  son  to  his  father.  Indeed,  sir,  what  is  the 
word  oountry  but  a  comprehensive  phrase,  em- 
bracing all  tikose  charities  which  ^ow  oot  of  the 
domestic  relations  of  parents,  children,  kindred, 
and  friends  ?  When  the  boy  has  attained  man- 
hood, and  the  father's  care  is  no  longer  necessary 
to  guard  him  from  daily  harms,  he  is  at  liberty  to 
quit  the  parental  roof;  to  become  the  inmate  of 
another  family ;  there  form  connexions  eaaential 
lo  his  happiness,  and  take  upon  himself  obliga- 
tions of  respect  and  tenderness  as  the  adopted  son 
of  other  parents.  But  is  nature's  first  great  bond 
utterly  severed?  Can  he  return  at  the  bidding 
of  bis  new  friends  to  ravage  and  destroy  the  home 
of  his  childhood,  and  pollute  it  with  the  life-blood 
of  those  from  whom  he  received  life  ?  Would 
this  be  hot  an  ordinary  trespass — a  common  hom- 
icide—which provocation  might  extenuate,  ex- 
cuse, or  even  justify  ?  An  association,  sir,  formed 
by  a  resurrection  of  the  wretches  who  have  died 
on  the  gibbet,  would  disdain  such  a  principle  in 
their  code.  What  is  the  jargon  of  modern  expa- 
triation but  the  same  principle  interpolated  into 
the  code  of  nations  ? 

The  peace  and  independence  of  every  State, 
and  of  none  more  than  ours,  demand  that  the 
citizen  should  not  be  released  from  the  just  elaima 
of  his  country  by  the  interference  of  foreign  Pow- 
ers. Give  to  such  interference  this  eflSct,  and 
every  nation  is  made  dependent  upon  the  arbi- 
trary exercise  of  a  foreign  right  to  control  and 
regulate  its  vital  concerns.  The  Spanish  domin- 
ions to  the  South,  and  the  British  territories  to 
the  North,  have  tempted  from  us  many  of  our 
boldest  spirits.  Let  them  go;  let  them  there  en- 
joy every  privilege,  if  they  can  find  it,  which  in 
our  happy  country  is  given  to  the  fugitive  Euro- 
pean ;  every  privilege  which  is  essential  to  their 
comfort.  Let  them  pursue  in  tranquillity  their 
industrious  occupations,  realize  the  profits  of  en- 
terprise, and  be  protected  from  every  invasion  of 
individual  right  In  return  for  these  advantages, 
let  them,  like  the  Europeans  whom  we  naturalize, 
render  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the  laws,  perform 
every  social  duty  which  is  assigned  to  them,  and 
contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Government  a 
fair  proportion  of  their  gains.  But  permit  them 
not  to  forget  the  country  which  gave  them  birth 
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and  protected  their  infanoy.  Suffer  them  not 
with  impunity  to  be  converted  into  hostile  tribes, 
whose  numbers  may  be  swelled  from  day  to  day 
by  the  factious,  the  restless,  and  the  criminal, 
who  hare  but  to  pass  an  ideal  line,  and  the  duty 
of  obedience  is  converted  into  the  right  to  de- 
stroy. 

Unless  I  am  greatly  deceived,  the  law  of  Eng- 
and  must  be  suffered  to  have  its  course  with  the 
individuals,  if  natives  of  England,  and  migrating 
to  us  since  the  Revolution,  who  are  sent  thither 
for  trial.  Whether  they  ought  to  be  executed,  if 
convicted,  is  a  very  different  question.  Constd- 
trioff  the  intimate  connexion  which  common 
origm,  language,  and  manners,  and  intimate  com- 
merce has  heretofore  induced  between  the  coun- 
tries, and  the  consequent  interchange  of  their  in- 
habitants ;  remembering,  too,  that  general  laws 
are  often  cruel  in  their  application  to  particular 
cases,  the  Executive  authority  in  that  country  is 
bound  by  the  strongest  motives  to  consult  the  dic- 
tates of  humanity,  and  forbear  the  too  rigorous 
exercise  of  right.  But  if  these  considerations 
should  not  there  prevail,  and  the  severe  penalty 
oi  the  law  of  treason  is  exacted,  as  of  right  it  may 
be,  shall  we,  without  right,  without  the  semblance 
of  law^  coldly  murder  those  who  are  in  our  power 
who  have  committed  no  treason  against  us,  and' 
against  whom  crime  is  not  pretended  1  Is  this 
called  retaliation  ?  Britain  executes  British  trai- 
tors serving  in  the  American  Army,  regularly 
tried  and  convicted  of  treason,  and  we,  in  return, 
execute— whom  ?  American  traitors,  serving,  in 
the  British  army,  and  convicted  of  treason  1  No, 
but  faithful,  loyal  men,  bearing  arms  in  the  cause 
of  their  native  country  !  tried  by  no  law !  offenders 
against  no  law !  Sir,  the  pretension  is  monstrous? 
I  have  met  with  no  instance  of  such  a  pretension 
bein^  ever  asserted  in  a  civilized  country.  Did 
Philip  of  Spain  retaliate  in  this  way  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  Dr.  Story  ?  Did  France  retaliate  for 
the  execution  of  Colonel  Towoly  ?  Did  Britain 
thus  retaliate  for  the  execution  of  the  French 
emigrants  taken  at  Cluiberon  ?  I  have  hoard  it 
said  that  Napper  Tandy,  an  Irishman,  naturalized 
in  France,  was  surrendered  upon  a  threat  of  re* 
taliation  from  France.  I  doubt  the  fact — the 
only  evidence  of  it  is  in  a  note  to  an  evideniiv 
partial  and  one-sided  account  of  his  trial  in  a  col- 
lection of  Curran's  Speeches.  In  no  authentic 
register  have  I  been  able  to  find  it.  But,  if  it  were 
true,  the  note  itself  states  that  the  ground  on 
which  he  was  demanded,  was  not  that  he  had 
been  naturalized  by  France,  and  therefore  not 
liable  to  be  executed  for  trea<on ;  but  because  he 
had  been  unjustly  seized  at  Hamburg,  in  neu- 
tral  territory,  and  ought  to  be  returned.  Theo- 
bald Wolfe  Tone,  Tandy's  associate,  and,  like 
him,  an  officer  of  France,  but  not  like  him,  ar- 
rested in  a  violated  neutral  territory,  was  neither 
demanded  or  delivered.  Condemned  to  death,  he 
changed  the  mode  of  its  execution  by  committing 
suicide.  And  shall  my  country,  claiming  to  ex* 
eel  in  humanity,  as  it  excels  in  freedom,  the  na- 
tions of  Europe,  shall  it  be  the  first  to  avow  a 
monstrous,  uoibunded  pretension,  and  vindicate 


it  by  innocent  blood?  Shall  it  teach  a  lesaon  of 
barbarity  to  the  hardened  chieftains  of  slaughter, 
of  which  they  were  before  ignorant?  Shall  it 
seek  to  protect  foreigners  from  the  vengeance  of 
their  sovereigns,  at  the  cost  of  immolating  its  own 
native  citizens?  Shall  it  doom  a  revolutionary 
Winchester,  or  a  gallant  Winder,  to  a  shameful 
death,  because  it  cannot  save  alien  traitors  frooa 
their  leeal  fate  ? 

Think  for  a  moment,  sir,  on  the  consequences, 
and  deem  it  not  unworthy  of  you  to  regard  them. 
True  courage  shuts  not  its  eyes  upon  danger  or 
its  results.  It  views  them  steadily,  and  calmlv 
resolves  whether  they  ought  to  be  encountered. 
Already  has  this  Canadian  war  a  character  suf- 
ficiently cruel,  as  Newark,  Buffalo,  and  Niagara 
can  testify.  But  when  the  spirit  of  ferocity  shall 
have  been  maddened  by  the  vapor  steaming  from 
the  innocent  blood  that  shall  stagnate  around 
every  depot  of  prisoners,  then  will  it  become  a 
war,  not  of  savage,  but  of  demoniac  character. 
Your  part  of  it  may  perhaps,  be  ably  sustained— 
your  way  through  the  Canadas  may  be  traced 
afar  off  by  the  smoke  of  their  burning  villages-* 
your  path  may  be  marked  by  the  blood  of  their 
furious  peasantry — you  may  render  your  course 
audible  by  the  frantic  shrieks  of  their  women  and 
children.  But  your  own  sacred  soil  will  also  be 
the  scene  of  this  drama  of  fiends.  Your  exposed 
and  defenceless  seaboard,  the  seaboard  of  the 
South,  will  invite  a  terrible  vengeance.  That  sea- 
board which  has  been  shamefiilly  neglected,  and 
is  at  this  moment  without  protection,  has  been 
already  invaded.  But  an  fnvasion,  after  the  war 
shall  have  assumed  its  unmitigated  form  of  car- 
nage, and  woe,  and  wickedness,  must  be  followed 
with  horrors  which  imagination  can  hnt  fatntlv 
conceive.  I  will  not  trust  myself  to  tell  you  all  I  feel, 
all  my  constituents  feel,  upon  this  subject.  But  I 
wilt  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that 
when  he  alludes  to  the  probability  that  an  intes- 
tine foe  may  be  roused  to  assassination  and  bru- 
tality, he  touches  a  ehord  that  vibrates  to  the  very 
heart.  Yes,  sir,  I  live  in  a  State  whose  misfor- 
tune it  is  to  contain  the  materials  out  of  which 
may  be  made  such  a  foe— a  foe  that  will  be  found 
every  where— in  our  fields,  our  kitchens,  and  owe 
chambers;  a  foe,  ignorant,  degraded  by  habits  of 
servitude,  uncurbed  by  moral  restraints — whom 
no  recollections  of  former  kindness  will  soften, 
and  whom  the  remembrance  of  severity  will  goad 
to  frenzy — from  whom  nor  age,  nor  infancy,  nor 
beauty,  will  find  reverence  or  pity — and  whose 
subjugation  will  be  but  another  word  for  extermi- 
nation. Such  a  foe,  sir,  majr  be  added  to  fill  up 
the  measure  of  our  calamities.  Let  me  not  be 
misunderstood->^let  no  gentleman  misconceive 
my  meaning.  Do  I  state  these  consequences  to 
intimidate  or  deter  you?  I  think  better  of  my 
countrymen.  I  hope  and  believe,  in  the  language 
of  Wilkinson  to  Prevost^  the  Americans  will  not 
be  deterred  from  pursuing  what  is  right  by  any 
dread  of  consequences,  ^o,  sir,  I  state  them  to 
rouse  your  attention  and  waken  your  scrutiny 
into  the  correctnesA  of  the  course  you  are  pursu- 
ing.   If  oa  mature  deliberation  you  are  sure  that 
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Joa  wn  right,  proceed,  regardless  of  what  may 
•ppen. 

.«  Juatutn  et  tenaeem  pmotUitirum — 
SifraduM  illabaiur  orbitr 
Impaoidum  ferient  ruinw." 

*<  The  man  resoWd  and  steady  to  his  trust, 
Inflexible  to  ill,  and  obstinately  just; 

•  •  •  •  • 

From  orbs  convals'd  should  all  the  planets  fly, 
World  crush  on  world,  and  ocean  mix  with  sky; 
Hx,  unconcem'd,  would  view  the  falling  whole, 
And  still  maintain  the  purpose  of  his  soul." 

But  reflect  well,  I  conjure  you,  before  reflection 
is  too  late.  Let  not  passion  or  prejudice  dictate 
the  decision ;  if  erroneous,  its  reversal  may  be  de- 
creed by  a  nation's  miseries,  and  by  the  world's 
abhorrence. 

Mr.  Chairman,  turning  from  the  gloomy  view 
of  the  effects  of  the  Canada  war,  my  attention  is 
arrested  by  another  consequence  likely  to  follow 
from  it,  on  which  I  will  not  long  deuin  you.  but 
which  is  not  less  interesting  nor  less  alarming. 
In  proportion  as  gentlemen  become  heated  in 
their  pursuit  of  conquest,  and  are  baflSed  in  their 
efforts  to  overuke  it,  the  object  becomes  valuable 
in  their  estimation.and  success  is  more  identified 
with  their  pride.  The  conquest  of  Canada,  con- 
templated as  an  easy  sport,  without  a  fixed  design 
either  to  keep  it,  to  secure,  or  surrender  it  to  pur- 
chase rights,  has  from  its  difficulty  swelled  into 
an  importance  which  causes  it  to  be  valued  above 
all  rights.  Patriotism  was  relied  on  to  fill  the 
ranks  of  the  invading  Brmy ;  but  it  did  not  sufli- 
eiently  answer  the  call.  These  ranks,  however, 
must  be  filled — avarice  is  next  resorted  to — the 
most  enormous  price  is  bid  for  soldiers,  that  was 
ever  offered  in  any  age  or  country.  Should  this 
fail,  what  is  the  next  scheme?  There  is  no  re- 
serve or  concealment.  It  has  been  avowed  that 
the  next  scheme  is  a  conscription.  It  is  known 
that  this  scheme  was  recommended  even  at  this 
•ession  by  the  War  Department,  and  that  it  was 
postponed  only  to  try  first  the  effect  of  enormous 
bounty.  The  freemen  of  this  country  are  to  be 
draugnted  from  the  ranks  of  the  militia,  and  forced 
abroad  as  military  machines,  to  wage  a  war  of 
conquest  I  Sir,  I  have  been  accustomed  to  con- 
sider the  little  share  which  I  have  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  these  United  Suites,  as  the  most  valua- 
ble patrimony  I  have  to  leave  to  those  beings  in 
whom  I  hope  my  name  and  remembrance  to  be 
perpetuated.  But  I  solemnly  declare,  that  if  such 
a  doctrine  be  ingrafted  into  this  ConstiiutioiK  I 
shall  regard  it  as  without  value,  and  care  not  tor 
its  preservation.  Even  in  France,  where  man, 
inured  to  despotism,  has  become  so  passive  and 
subservient  as  almost  to  lose  the  faculty  of  feel- 
ing oppression,  and  the  capacity  to  perceive  it, 
even  there,  sir,  the  tyranny  of  conscription  rouses 
him  to  the  assertion  of  bis  innate  freedom,  to 
struggle  against  slavery  in  its  most  malignant 
form.  No,  sir,  not  the  dread  of  all  the  severe 
punishments  ordained  for  refractory  conscripts, 
not  the  "peine  du  baulet,^^  the  "'  travaux  pubUqueB^^' 
Bor  dheatu  itself,  can  stupify  him  into  seeming  sub- 


mission.* He  yields  only  to  absolute  force,  and 
is  marched  to  the  field  of  glory  manacled  aad 
handcuffed.  And  is  such  a  principle  to  be  intro- 
duced into  our  benign,  our  free  institutions  ?  Be- 
lieve me,  the  attempt  will  be  faul — it  cannot  suc- 
ceed but  by  military  terror — ^it  will  be  the  signal 
for  drawing  the  sword  at  home.  Americans  are 
not  fitted  to  be  the  slaves  of  a  system  of  French 
conscription,  the  most  detestable  of  the  inventions 
of  tyranny.  Sir,  I  hear  it  whispered  near  me, 
this  is  not  worse  than  the  impressment  of  seamen. 
It  is  worse,  infinitely  worse.  Impressment  forces 
seamen  to  serve  in  the  public  ships  of  their  coun- 
try, instead  of  pursuing  their  occupation  in  the 
merchant  service.  It  changes  their  employment 
to  one  more  rigorous,  of  longer  continuance,  of 
greater  danger.  But  it  is  yet  employment  of  the 
same  kind— it  is  yet  employment  for  which  they 
are  fitted  by  usa^  and  education.  But  conscrip- 
tion is  indiscriminate  in  the  victims  of  its  tyranny. 
The  age,  not  the  ]iarsoit,  of  the  conscript  is  the 
sole  criterion  of  his  fitness.  Whatever  be  his 
habits,  whatever  his  immediate  views,  whatever 
his  designed  occupation  in  life,  a  stern  mandate 
tears  him  from  the  roof  of  his  father,  from  the 
desk,  the  office,  the  plough,  or  the  workshop,  and 
he  is  carried  far  from  home  to  fight  in  foreign 
climes  the  battles  of  ambition.  But,  sir,  if  con- 
scription were  not  worse  than  impressment  I 
should  not  lose  my  objection  to  it — I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  assent  to  the  introduction  of  either  eon- 
scription  or  impressment  into  my  country.  For 
all  the  British  territories  in  the  Western  wwld,  I 
would  not.  Fight  for  sailors'  rigbts^-yet  rivet 
on  our  citizens  a  French  conscription  ?  Fight 
for  rights  on  the  ocean,  and  annihilate  the  most 
precious  of  all  righu  at  home — the  right  of  a  free* 
man  never  to  be  forced  out  of  his  own  country ! 
How  alarming  is  the  infatuation  of  that  zeal, 
which  in  its  ardor  for  attaining  its  object,  tramples 
in  the  dust  objects  of  infinitely  higher  price ! 

What  is  the  probability  of  success  in  this 
scheme  of  conquest,  is  a  topic  on  which  I  mean 
not  to  enlarge.  It  is  not  necessary  that  I  should, 
for  others  have  aUv  discussed  it.  That  yon  may 
take  Upper  Canada,  that  von  may  overrun  the 
lower  province  I  believe ;  but  that  you  will  take 
Quebec,  while  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  is 
commanded  by  a  hostile  fleet,  I  cannot  believe ; 
if  an  opposite  thought  sometimes  get  possession 

*  The  system  of  conscription  is  upheld  in  Franee, 
by  the  most  rigorous  punishments  upon  all  who  an 
instrumental  in  evading  its  operation.  The  most 
ruinous  fines  are  imposed  upon  the  parents  of  the  re* 
fractory  conscript,  and  where  they  are  accessary  to  his 
escape  the  leverest  corporal  punishment,  such  ss 
branding  with  hot  irons,  public  exposure,  and  impris- 
onment The  *'  Peine  du  Boulet|"  is  an  iron  ball  ef 
eight  pounds  weight,  fastened  to  the  leg  by  an  iron 
chain  seven  feet  long.  It  is  accompanied  with  hard 
labor  of  ten  houn  daily,  and,  in  the  intervals  of  rest, 
solitary  confinement.  It  lasts  ten  years,  and  the  poor 
wretch  wears  a  disgraceful  dress,  the  emUem  of  his 
ignominy— the  *' travaux  publiques"  are  employed  in 
such  public  labors  as  the  Government  may  dirseti— 
Note  by  Mr,  Ooitmt, 
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of  my  imagiDHtioD,  I  fiad  it  spriogiug  from  that 
impulse  of  the  heart  which  makes  me  fancy  vic- 
tory perched  on  the  standard  of  my  country,  and 
oot  the  result  of  an  exertion  of  the  understanding. 
But,  sir,  if  you  should  conquer  the  Canadas.  sub- 
due Nova  Scotia,  and  possess  yourselves  of  all 
the  British  territories  in  America — if,  after  im- 
poverishing your  country  by  ruinous  loans  and 
giindiog  down  your  people  by  oppressive  (axes, 
you  should  wade  at  last  through  the  horrors  of 
invasion,  massacre  of  prisoners,  a  servile  war, 
and  a  military  conscription  to  tne  now  darling 
object  of  your  wishes — I  pray  you,  sir,  what  is 
then  to  be  done?     What  do  you  design  to  do 
with  the  conquered  territory  ?    We  will  keep  it, 
say  the  gentlemen  from  Vermont  and   Pennsyl- 
vania (Mr.  Bradley  and  Mr.  Inobrboll.)    We 
will  keep  it,  because  it  is  an  object  with  our  peo- 
ple; because  it  will  keep  off  Indian  wars,  and 
retribute  us  for  the  wrongs  we  have  sustained. 
I  believe,  indeed,  that,  if  conquered,  there  will  be 
a  oowerful  party  to  the  North  and  West  that 
wul  not  consent  to  part  with  it — with  whom  it  is 
an  object.    But  how  shall  it  be  kept  ?    As  a  con- 
aoer^  province  1    To  retain  it  as  such  against 
tke  efforts  of  an  exasperated,  though  conquered 
people  within,  and  the  exertions  of  a  powerful, 
proad,  and  irritated  enemy  without — that  enemy, 
master  of  the  sea,  always  able  to  invade  and  to 
roccor    the    invaders — will    require  a  military 
strength  and  a  pecuniary  expenditure  not  less 
continued  or  less  in  amount  than  were  demanded 
to  take  it.     Such  a  conquest  is  never  finished ', 
when  nominally  effected,  it  is  to  be  begun.    But 
we  will  incorporate  it  into  the  Union — ay,  this 
would  be  indeed  a  pleasant  result!    Let   my 
Southern  friends — let  gentlemen  who  represent 
slaveholding  States  attend  to  this.    How  would 
this  project  take  at  home  ?    What  would  their 
constituents  give  to  have  half  a  dozen  new  States 
made  out  of  the  Canadas  7    It  is,  besides,  so  no- 
table an  expedient  for  strengthening  the  nation, 
and  so  perleetly  in  accordance  with  the  princi- 

Jiles  of  our  form  of  Government !  We  are  to 
brce  men  into  an  association  the  very  life  of 
which  is  freedom,  and  the  breath  of  that  life 
unrestrained  choice !  And  to  give  vigor  to  the 
nation,  we  are  to  admit  into  its  councils,  and  into 
a  free  participation  of  its  power,  men  whose  dis- 
like of  its  (Government  has  been  strengthened 
into  abhorrence  by  the  exasperations  of  war,  and 
all  whose  affections  are  fixed  upon  its  enemy ! 
But  at  aU  events  you  are  to  keep  the  Canadas. 
What,  then,  will  you  do  about  sailors'  rights? 
You  will  not  be  a  jot  nearer  to  them  then  than  you 
are  now.  How  will  you  prooure  them,  or  seek  to 
procure  theml  Will  you  then  begin  in  good 
earnest  to  protect  or  obtain  them  by  naval  means? 
Would  it  not  be  advisable  toattend  to  this  declared 
object  of  the  war  now,  rather  than  wait  until  af- 
ter the  Canadian  scheme  is  effected  ?  Perhaps 
yon  mean  to  keep  Canada  and  abandon  sailors' 
rights.  If  so,  why  not  avow  to  tbe  people  that 
it  is  conquest  you  fight  for,  and  not  right  1  But, 
perhaps,  it  is  designed  when  the  conquest  is  ef- 
fected to  give  it  back  to  Britain  as  an  equivalent 
18th  Co9.  dd  Sxss.— 50 


for  (he  cessation,  on  her  part,  of  some  maritime 
right — for  the  privilege  toat  our  ships  shall  not 
be  searched  for  British  sailors.    On  this  question 


question 

you  may  make  an  arrangement  practically  secur*- 
ing  all  we  ought  now  to  contend  for.  You  will, 
I  hope,  make  it  in  the  pending  negotiation.  But 
that  by  surrender  of  Canada  after  it  is  conquered 
you  may  purchase  from  her  a  disavowal  or  re- 
linquishment of  the  right,  no  man  can  believe, 
who  understands  either  the  views  or  the  preju- 
dices of  that  people.  They  believe  the  right  es- 
sential to  their  naval  existence,  to  deter  their 
seamen  from,  general  desertion.  All  classes  in 
that  country  so  regard  it — we  know  there  is  not 
a  difference  of  opinion  among  any  description  of 
politicians  in  the  Kingdom  upon  this  subject.  If 
they  have  any  jealousy  of  you,  (and  I  believe 
some  of  them  have.)  it  is  not  a  Jealousy  of  your 
territorial  extent — but  of  your  ntness  to  become 
their  commercial  and  naval  rival.  Can  it  be  be- 
lieved, then,  that  they  would  compromise  in  a 
surrender  of  a  claim,  which  surrenaered,  in  their 
judgment,  weakens  them  and  invigorates  you 
where  alone  they  are  apprehensive  oia  competi- 
tion, for  the  sake  of  preventing  an  accession  to 
your  territory  which  extends  your  limits,  while 
It  takes  away  from  your  strength?  Indulge  no 
such  delusion.  Were  Canada  a  thousand  times 
more  important  to  Britain  than  it  is,  it  were  yet 
of  less  value  than  her  naval  power.  £*or  the  sake 
of  it  she  would  never  yield  a  principle  on  which 
that  naval  power  depends.  No,  sir,  the  return 
of  conquered  Canada,  even  with  the  hoped  for 
agency  in  our  favor  of  the  Russian  Emperor, 
would  not  weigh  a  feather  in  tbe  scale  against 
what  she  deems  her  first  great  national  interesL 
As  it  regards,  too,  these  fancied  exertions  of  Russia 
in  our  favor,  gentlemen  surely  deceive  them- 
selves. However  attached  Russia  may  be  to  the 
most  liberal  principles  of  commercial  intercourse, 
she  never  will  array  herself  against  the  ri^ht  of 
the  sovereign  to  compel  the  services  of  his  sea- 
faring subjects.  On  this  head  her  policy  is  not 
less  rigorous  (to  say  the  least)  than  that  of  Eng- 
land. I  will  not  be  more  particular.  A  short 
time  will  probably  show  the  grounds  of  my  belief* 
But,  sir,  among  the  reasons  for  prosecuting  the 
invasion  of  Canada  one  has  been  gravely  stated 
of  a  very  peculiar  kind.  Canada,  sa^s  a  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,) 
should  be  invaded  to  protect  our  frontiers  and 
seaboard  from  invasion — it  is  the  most  econo- 
mical and  effectual  method  of  defence.  Although 
this  consideration  presents  nothing  very  splendid 
to  our  view,  yet  it  would  be  worth  all  other  rea- 
sons for  the  invasion  if  it  were  founded  on  fact. 
But,  ask  the  people  on  your  frontiers  and  on  your 
seaboard,  and  what  will  they  sav  ?  They  will 
tell  you,  that  it  is  the  invasion  ot  Canada  alone 
which  endangers  them.  The  most  effectual  de- 
fence to  tbem  would  be  an  abandonment  of  your 
scheme.  Sir,  an  invasion  of  the  United  States, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  your  forces  from 
Canada  or  retorting  on  you  the  distresses  of  war, 
cannot  enter  into  the  scheme  of  British  or  Can- 
ladian  policy.    It  is  not  to  be  prosecuted,  but 
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at  vast  incoDveoience  and  expense,  with  great 
loss  of  useful  soldiers,  under  a  certainty  of  ulti- 
mate failure,  and  without  hope  of  glory  or  gain. 
The  Canadian  veomanry,  freed  from  the  terrors 
of  inrasion,  will  cheerfully  resume  their  peaceful 
occupations ;  and  such  of  the  British  regulars  as 
are  not  required  for  ordinary  garrison  duty,  in- 
stead of  being  employed  in  a  miserable,  predatory, 
yet  destructive  oorder  warfare,  will  be  sent  to 
mingle  in  the  European  strife,  where  renown 
and  empire  are  the  mighty  stake.  Surely  this 
is  emphatically  the  age  and  the  Government 
of  paradox.  A  war  for  *'free  trade,"  is  waged 
by  embargo  and  prohibition  of  all  commercial 
intercourse ;  ^*  sailors'  rights"  are  secured  by  im- 
prisoning them  at  home,  and  not  permitting  them 
to  move  from  place  to  place  within  their  prison 
but  by  a  license  from  a  collector,  like  a  negro's 
pass,  and  obtained  on  the  security  of  a  bonds- 
man ;  and  our  frontiers  and  seaboard  are  to  be 
defended  by  an  invasion  of  Canada,  which  can 
alone  endanger  an  attack! 

But  the  real  efficient  argument  for  perseverance 
in  the  scheme  of  Canadian  conquest  has  been 
given  by  the  sentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
Grumdt.)  We  made  the  war  on  Britain,  says 
the  gentleman,  and  shall  we  restrict  ourselves  to 
defensive  measures  ?  For  what  purpose  was  war 
declared  if  we  do  nothing  against  the  possessions 
of  the  enemy  ?  Yes,  sir,  it  is  the  consideration 
that  this  war  was  originally  offensive  on  our  side, 
that  creates  the,  I  fear,  insuperable  obstacle  to 
our  discontinuance  of  it.  It  were  vain  to  lament 
that  sentlemen  are  under  the  influence  of  feelings 
whicn  belong  to  human  nature.  It  would  be 
idleness  to  declaim  against  the  sinfulness  or  the 
folly  of  fahe  pride.  All  must  admit  that  it  is 
one  of  the  greatest  efforts  of  magnanimity  to  re- 
tract a  course  publicly  known,  and  on  tne  cor- 
rectness of  which  reputation  is  staked.  If  honor- 
able gentlemen  could  but  perceive  that  this  dif- 
ficulty is  one  of  pride  only,  and  of  pride  opposing 
their  country's  best  interests,  I  know  that  they 
could,  and  believe  many  of  them  would,  make 
the  effort.  Painful  as  may  be  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  political  error,  yet,  if  they  clearly  saw 
that  either  this  humiliation  must  be  endured,  or 
the  nation  ruined,  they  could  not  hesitate  in  their 
choice  between  such  alternatives.  But,  sir,  I 
wish  not  to  present  such  alternatives  to  their  elec- 
tion; so  dimcult  is  it  to  produce  a  conviction 
against  which  the  pride  of  the  heart  rebels,  that 
I  will  not  attenopt  it.  Gentlemen  are  not  called 
on  to  retract.  They  may  now  suspend  the  exe- 
cution of  their  scheme  of  invasion  without  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  its  error.  They  may  now, 
without  oumiliation,  restrict  themselves  to  de- 
fence, although  the  war  was  in  its  origin  offen- 
sive. A  second  favorable  opportunity  is  present- 
ed of  restoring  tranquillity  to  our  once  happy 
country.  The  first,  the  revocation  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  was  suffered  to  pass  unimproved.  Let 
■ot  this  be  lost — a  third  may  not  shortly  occur. 
Your  enemy  has  invited  a  direct  negotiation  for 
the  restoration  of  peace.  Your  Executive  has 
accepted  the  offer,  and  Ministers  have  been  ap- 


pointed to  meet  the  Commissioners  of  the  oppo- 
site party.  This  circumstance  ought  to  prodoee 
an  entire  and  essential  change  in  your  policy.  If 
the  Executive  be  sincere  in  the  acceptance  of 
this  proposition  he  must  have  acted  on  the  hope 
that  an  amicable  adjustment  of  differences  might 
be  made.  And  while  there  is  such  a  hope,  such 
a  prospect,  on  what  principle  can  you  justify  in- 
vasion and  conquest?  Force  is  the  substitute, 
not  the  legitimate  coadjutor  of  negotiation.  Na- 
tions fight  because  they  cannot  treat.  Every  be* 
nevolent  feeling  and  correct  principle  are  opposed 
to  an  effusion  of  blood,  an  extension  of  misery, 
which  are  hoped  to  be  unnecessary.  It  is  necet' 
9iiy  alone  which  furnishes  their  excuse ;  do  not 
then,  at  the  moment  when  you  avow  a  belief,  a 
hope  at  least,  that  such  necessity  exists  not,  pur- 
sue a  conduct  which,  but  for  its  existence,  is  in- 
human and  detestable. 

Besides,  sir,  if  you  are  earnest  in  the  wish  to 
obtain  peace  from  the  Gottenborg  mission,  8U»> 
pend  in  the  meantime  offensive  operations,  which 
cannot  facilitate,  and  may  prevent  the  accom- 
plishment of  your  object.  Think  you  that  Brit- 
ain is  to  be  intimidated  by  your  menaced  invasioo 
of  her  territories  ?  If  she  had  not  learned,  by  ex* 
perience,  how  harmless  are  your  threats,  she 
would  nevertheless  see  but  little  cause  for  fear. 
She  knows  that  the  conquest  cannot  be  complex 
ted  in  one,  nor  in  two  campaigns.  And  when 
she  finds  that  every  soldier  whom  you  enlist  is 
to  cost  you,  in  bounty  alone,  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred guineas,*  she  will  perceive  that  the  war  is 
more  destructive  to  your  finances,  the  great 
source  of  military  strength,  than  to  her  territories. 
The  blow  aimed  at  her  recoils  upon  themselves. 
But  the  exasperations  which  must  result  from  the 
wrongs  mutually  inflicted  in  the  course  of  the 
campaign,  may  have  a  very  injurious  effect  upon 
the  disposition  to  pursue  pacific  efforts.  They 
will  be  apt  to  create  a  temper  on  each  side,  un- 
favorable to  an  amicable  arrangement.  In  truth 
too,  sir,  you  are  not  prejMred  for  such  a  campaign, 
as  in  honor  and  humanity  you  can  alone  permit 
yourselves  to  carry  on.  Suppose  by  the  month 
of  May  or  June  you  raise  your  men,  what  are 
they  ?  Soldiers,  fitted  to  take  care  of  themselves 
in  camp,  and  support  the  reputation  of  your  ar- 
mies in  the  field  ?  No — they  are  a  mere  rabble 
of  raw  recruits ;  march  them  to  Canada,  and  pes- 
tilence will  sweep  them  off  by  regiments  and 
brigades ;  while  the  want  of  discipline  will  unfit 
those  whom  pestilence  spares,  for  an  honorable 
contest  with  an  experienced  foe.  Instead,  there- 
fore, of  the  hurry  and  bustle  of  filling  your  ranks 
with  recruits  and  rushing  with  them  into  Canada. 
attend  rather  to  the  training  and  improvement  oi 
those  now  in  service.  Make  soldiers  of  them; 
by  gradual  enlistments  you  may  regularly  add  to 


*The  bounty  to  each  soldier  is  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  dollars  cash,  and  one  hundred  and  aizty 
acres  of  land,  which,  at  two  dollars  per  acre,  is  three  ( 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars — ^in  all,  ioar  hundred  and 
forty-four  dollars,  besides  the  eight  dollars  per  man  to 
the  recruiting  agent. 
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their  oumber,  and  iDseosibly  incorporate  the  new 
levies  witti  the  disciplinea  troops.  If  it  should 
liereafter  become  necessary  to  march  into  the 
^Id;  you  will  then  hare  an  army  under  your 
corofnaDd,  not  a  mulcitude  without  subordination. 
Suspend,  therefore,  hostilities  while  you  neffoti- 
ate.  Make  an  armistice  until  the  result  of  the 
negotiation  is  ascertained.  You  can  lose  nothing  ; 
you  can  gain  everything  by  such  a  course ;  then 
negotiate  fairly,  with  a  view  to  obtaift  for  your 
satiye  seamen  a  practicable  and  reasonable  secu- 
ntv  against  impressment,  and  with  a  disposition  to 
aidBritain  in  commandingtheservicesof  herown. 
Such  an  arrangement  might  hare  been  made 
on  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  could 
yon  have  been  then  satisfied  with  anything  short 
of  an  abandonment  of  the  British  claim  to  search. 
1  doubt  not  but  that  it  may  now  be  made.  More 
you  probably  cannot  obtain.  The  time  may  come 
when,  with  greater  effect,  you  can  prefer,  if  ne- 
cessary,  higher  claims.  All  is  hazarded  by  pre- 
cipitately urging  more  than  your  relative  strength 
enables  yon  to  enforce.  Permit  your  country  to 
grow  ;  let  no  just  right  be  abandoned ;  if  any  be 
postponed,  it  may  be  advanced  at  a  more  oppor- 
tune season,  with  better  prospect  of  success.  If 
you  will  quit  this  crusade  against  Canada,  and 
leek  peace  in  the  spirit  of  accommodation,  and 
(permit  me  to  add)  if  you  will  forego  your  em- 
piric scheme  of  embargo  and  commercial  restric- 
tions, you  will  restore  harmony  at  home,  and 
allay  that  wide-spread,  and  in  some  places  alarm- 
ing spirit  of  discontent  thai  prevails  in  our  land. 
And  if  your  pacific  efforts  fail,  if  an  obstinate  and 
implacable  [oe  will  not  agree  to  such  a  peace  as 
the  country  can  with  credit  accept,  then  appeal 
to  the  candor  and  spirit  of  your  people  for  a 
Constitutional  support,  with  a  full  assurance  that 
such  an  appeal  under  such  circumstances  cannot 
be  made  in  vain. 

It  i»  time,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  1  should  release 
you  from  the  fatigue  of  hearing  me.  There  is 
out  one  more  topic  to  which  I  solicit  your  atten- 
tion. Many  admonitions  have  been  addressed  to 
the  minority,  by  gentlemen  on  the  ministerial 
side  of  this  House,  not  without  merit,  and  I  hope 
not  without  edification,  on  the  evils  of  violent  op- 
position and  intemperate  party  spirit.  It  Is  not 
to  be  denied  that  opposition  may  exceed  all  rea- 
sonable bounds  and  a  minority  become  factioucr. 
But  when  i  hear  it  seriously  urged,  that  the  nature 
of  our  Qovernment  forbids  that  nrm,  manly,  ac- 
tive opposition,  which  in  countries  less  free  is  sal- 
utary and  necessary ;  and  when  I  perceive  all  the 
dangers  of  faction  apprehended  only  on  the  side 
of  a  minority;  1  witness  but  new  instances  of 
that  wonderiul  ductility  of  the  human  mind, 
which,  in  its  zeal  to  effect  a  favorite  purpose,  be- 
gins with  the  work  of  self  deception.  Why,  sir, 
will  not  our  form  of  Government  tolerate  or  re- 
quire the  same  ardor  of  Constitutional  opposition, 
which  is  desirable  in  one  wherein  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate is  hereditary  1  ^  Because,"  says  the  gen- 
ueman  from  South  Carolina,  f  Mr.  Calhoijn,)  "in 
'  a  monarchy,  the  influence  or  the  Bxecutive  and 
*  his  Ministers  requires  continual  vigilance,  lest 


'  it  obtain  too  great  a  preponderance— but  here  the 
'  Executive  springs  from  the  people,  can  do  noth* 
^  ing  without  their  support,  and  cannot  therefore 
*  overrule  and  control  the  public  sentiment." 
Sir,  let  us  not  stop  at  the  surface  of  things.  The 
influence  of  the  Executive  in  this  country,  while 
he  retains  his  popularity,  is  infinitely  greater  than 
that  of  a  limited  roonarcn.  It  is  as  much  stronger 
as  the  spasm  of  convulsion  is  more  violent  than 
the  voluntary  tension  of  a  muscle.  The  warmth 
of  feeling  excited  during  the  contest  of  an  election, 
and  the  natural  zeal  to  uphold  him  whom  they 
have  chosen,  create,  between  the  Executive  and 
his  adherents,  a  connexion  of  passion — while  the 
distribution  of  office  and  emolument  adds  a  com- 
munion of  interests, — which,  combined,  produce 
an  union  almost  indissoluble.  ^*  Support  the  Ad« 
ministration''  becomes  a  watch-word,  which  pass- 
es from  each  chieftain  of  the  dominant  party  to 
his  subalterns,  and  thence  to  his  followers  in  the 
ranks,  till  the  President's  opinion  becomes  the 
criterion  of  orthodoxy,  and  his  notions  obtain  a 
dominion  over  the  public  sentiment,  which  facil- 
itates the  most  dangerous  encroachments,  and 
demands  the  most  jealous  supervision.  In  pro- 
portion as  a  €h>vernment  is  free^  the  spirit  of  bold 
inquiry — of  animated  interest  in  its  measures-* 
and  of  firm  opposition  where  they  are  not  ap- 
proved, becomes  essential  to  its  purity  and  con- 
tinuance. And  he,  who,  in  a  democracy  or  re- 
public, attempts  to  control  the  will  of  the  popular 
idol  of  the  day,  may  envy  the  luxurious  ease  with 
which  ministerial  oppressions  are  opposed  and 
thwarted  in  Governments  which  are  less  free. 
Intemperance  of  party,  wherever  found,  never 
will  meet  with  an  advocate  in  me.  It  is  a  most 
calamitous  scourge  to  our  country — the  bane  of 
social  enjoymenf,  of  individual  justice,  and  of 
public  virtue — unfriendly  to  the  best  pursuits  of 
man,  his  interest  and  his  duty — it  renders  useless 
or  even  pernicious  the  highest  endowments  of 
intellect,  and  the  noblest  dispositions  of  the  soul. 
But,  sir,  whatever  may  be  the  evils  necessarily 
inherent  in  its  nature,  its  rav8|^  are  then  most 
enormous  and  desolating  when  it  is  seated  on  the 
throne  of  power  and  vested  with  all  the  attributes 
of  rule.  I  mean  not  to  follow  the  gentleman 
from  Sooth  Carolina  over  the  classic  ground  of 
Greece,  Carthage,  and  Rome,  to  refute  his  theory, 
and  show  that  not  to  vehement  opposition,  but 
to  the  abuse  of  factious  and  intolerant  power  their 
doom  is  to  be  attributed.  Nor  will  I  examine 
some  more  modern  instances  of  Republics  whose 
destruction  has  the  same  origin.  The  thin^  is  no 
longer  matter  of  discussion,  it  has  passed  into  a 
setUed  truth  in  the  science  of  political  philosophy. 
One  who  on  a  question  of  historical  deduction,  of 
political  theory,  is  entitled  to  high  respect^  has 
given  us  an  admirable  summary  of  the  experience 
of  Republics  on  this  interesting  inquiry.  In  the 
tenth  number  of  the  Federalist,  written  by  Mr. 
Madison,  we  find  the  following  apt  and  judicious 
observations : 

<(  By  a  fsetiott,  I  understand  a  number  of  citixens, 
whether  amounting  to  a  majority  or  minority  of  the 
whole,  who  •!«  united  and  aetaated  by  tom»  oonunon 
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impikiM  of  ptMioik  or  of  intareit,  sdvcne  to  the  righti 
of  other  dtbene,  or  to  the  permment  and  aggregate 
inteiests  of  the  oommnmtj" 

**  The  inference  to  which  we  are  brought,  it,  that  the 
canaes  of  faction  cannot  be  removed,  and  that  relief  ia 
only  to  be  eooght  in  the  meant  of  controlling  ita  efliDcta. 
If  a  fiiction  conaista  of  leai  than  a  majority,  relief  ia 
anpplied  by  the  republican  principle  which  enablea  the 
majority  to  defeat  iti  ainister  views  by  regular  vote. 
It  may  dog  the  Adminiitration ;  it  may  convube  the 
aodety ;  but  it  will  be  unable  to  execute  and  mask  ita 
tiolence  under  the  forma  of  the  Constitution.  When 
a  majority  ia  included  in  a  faction,  the  form  of  popular 
GoTemment  on  the  other  hand  enablea  it  to  saerifiee 
to  ita  ruling  pasaion  or  interest,  both  the  public  good 
and  the  righta  of  other  citizens.  To  secure  the  public 
good  and  private  righta  against  the  dangers  of  such  a 
iaotion,  and  at  the  aame  time  to  preserre  the  spirit  and 
the  form  of  popnlar  Government^  ia  then  the  great  ob- 
ject to  whim  our  inquiries  are  directed.  Let  me  add, 
that  it  ia  Uie  great  deaidaratum  by  which  alone  thia 
farm  of  Government  can  be  reacned  from  the  oppio- 
hrinm  onder  which  it  haa  ao  long  labored,  and  be  rec- 
ommended to  the  eateem  and  adoption  of  mankind." 

If  this  doctrine  were  then  to  be  collected  from 
the  history  of  the  world,  can  it  now  be  doubted, 
tince  the  experfeoce  of  the  last  twenty-five  years  7 
Go  to  Franc^^^Dce  Revolutionary,  now  Impe* 
rial  France — and  ask  her  whether  factions  power 
or  intemperate  opposition  be  the  more  fatal  to 
freedom  and  happiness  ?  Perhaps,  at  some  mo- 
ment when  the  eagle  eye  of  her  master  is  turned 
away,  slie  may  whisper  to  you  to  behold  the 
demolition  of  Lyons,  or  the  devastatiooof  La  Ven- 
dee. Perhaps  she  will  give  you  a  written  answer. 
Draw  near  to  the  once  fatal  lamp  post,  and  by  its 
flickering  light  read  it,  as  traced  in  characters  of 
blood  that  Sowed  from  the  gaiilotine — Faction 
is  a  demon  I  Faction  out  of  power  is  a  demon 
enchained !  Faction,  vested  with  the  attributes 
of  ralCj  is  a  Moloch  of  destruction ! 

Sir,  if  the  denunciations  which  gentlemen  hare 
pronounced  against  factions  vjoleaee  are  not 
merely  the  image  of  rhetorical  pomp;  if  they  are, 
indeed,  solicitoo9to  mitigate  the  rancor  of  party 
feuds;  in  the  sincerity  of  my  soul  I  wish  them 
anccess.  It  is  melancholy  to  behold  the  misera- 
ble jealousies  and  malignant  suspicions  which  ao 
extensively  prevail,  to  Che  destruction  of  social 
comfort,  and  the  imminent  peril  of  the  Republic. 
On  this  subject  I  have  reflected  much — not  merely 
in  the  intervals  stolen  from  the  bustle  of  business 
or  the  gaiety  of  amusement,  but,  in  the  moments 
of  ^  depression  and  solitude,"  the  most  favorable 
to  the  correction  of  error.  For  ooe,  I  am  willing 
to  bring  a  portion  of  party  feeling  and  party  pre- 
judice, as  aa  oblation  at  the  shrine  of  my  coun- 
try. But  BO  offering  can  avail  anything,  if  not 
made  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  the  political 
favorites  of  the  day.  On  them,  it  is  incumbent  to 
come  forward  and  set  the  magnanimous  exam- 
ple. Approaches  or  concessions  on  the  iiide  of  the 
minority  would  be  misconstrued  into  indications 
of  timidity,  or  of  a  hankering  for  favor.  But.  a 
spirit  of  conciliation,  arising  from  those  ranKs, 
would  be  hailed  as  the  harbinger  of  sunny  days, 
as  a  challenge  to*  liberality,  and  to  a  generooa 


contention  for  the  public  weaL  This  Bplm  it- 
quires  not  any  departure  from  deliberate  opiaisi, 
unless  it  is  shown  to  be  erroneoos.  Such  acoi- 
ceasion  would  be  a  dereliction  of  duty.  lu  lA 
junctions  would  be  but  few,and,i(  is  to  be  hepea 
not  difficult  of  observance.  Seek  to  uphold  710 
measures  by  the  force  of  argument,  not  of  dean- 
ciation.  Stigmatize  not  oppaaiti<Hi  to  yom  is- 
tions  with  offensive  epithets.  These  prove  lei^ 
ing  but  your  anger  or  your  weakness,  •mim 
sure  to  generate  a  spirit  of  *'  morml  resiatuee,' 
not  easily  to  be  checxed  or  tamed.  Oire  to  Pre- 
sidential views  Constitutional  respect,  but  sail 
them  not  to  supersede  the  exerciae  of  indepeate 
inquiry.  Bnoourage  instead  of  auppresaiaf  ftt 
discussion,  ao  that  those  who  approTe  not  mij 
at  least  have  a  respectful  hearing.  Thua,  witl- 
out  derogating  a  particle  from  the  energy  of  yoa 
measures,  you  would  impart  a  tone  to  poliiicil 
dissensions  which  would  deprire  them  of  thai 
acrimony,  and  tender  them  harmless  to  the  oaiidB. 
The  nominal  lutrty  distinctionsy  sir,  have  be- 
come mere  cabalistic  terms.  It  is  no  leager  a 
question,  whether,  according  to  the  theory  «  ov 
Constitution,  there  ia  more  danger  of  the  ^edcnl 
encroaching  on  the  State  Govemmenta,  or  tke 
democracy  of  the  State  governments  paialyxim 
the  arm  of  Federal  power.  Federalism  and  De- 
mocracy have  lost  their  meaning.  It  is  aovt 
queation  of  commerce,  peace,  and  union  of  ibe 
States.  On  this  question,  unless  the  honesty  aii 
intelligence  of  the  nation  shall  confederate  utt 
one  ^reat  American  party,  disdaining  petty  oSee- 
keeping  and  office-hunting  views,  defying  afib 
the  insolence  of  the  popular  prints,  the  prejndieBi 
of  fiiction,  and  the  dominion  of  Bxecutive  i^a- 
ence — I  fear  a  decision  will  be  pronounced  M 
to  the  hopes,  to  the  existence,  of  the  nation,  h 
this  question,  I  assuredly  have  a  rery  deep  iai»- 
est,  but  it  is  the  interest  of  the  citizen  only.   Mj 

Sublic  career,  I  hope,  will  not  continue  lon^ 
Ihould  it  please  the  Disposer  of  Events  Co  permit 
me  to  see  the  great  interest  of  this  nation  gsafiiied 
to  men  who  will  seeore  its  rights  by  iraUKeB% 
moderation,  and  impartiality  abroad,  and  at  hooH 
cultivate  the  arts  of  peace,  enconrage  honest  jar 
dttstry  in  all  ita  branches,  dispense  equal  jusw 
to  all  classes  of  the  community,  and  thus  adaua- 
ister  the  Qovernment  in  the  true  spirit  of  ihi 
Constitution,  as  a  trust  for  the  people,  not  aathe 
property  of  a  party,  it  will  be  to  me  utterly  uaiB- 
portant  b^  what  political  epithet  they  may  hi 
characterized.  As  a  private  citizen,  gratefiu  Iv 
the  blessings  I  may  enjoy,  and  yielding  a  piua|K 
obedience  to  every  legitimate  demand  that  cm 
be  made  upon  me,  I  shall  rejoice,  as  fiur  as  ■? 
little  sphere  may  extend,  to  foster  the  sa 
positions  among  those  who  surround  me. 


Saturday,  February  19. 
Mr.  Lewis  presented  the  petition  of  the  Jastin 
of  the  Peace  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  ptayitt 
that  the  laws  providing  for  the  collection  a 
small  debts  may  be  revised  and  amended,  so  as  a 
prertnt  the  numerous  frauds  committed  on  etet 
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itort.-^Referred  to  the  Gonmiittce  for  the  District 
of  Colambift. 

Mr.  Webster  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Concord,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
ehnsetts,  praying  that  heavy  duties  may  be  laid 
on  all  spirits  distilled  from  domestic  roateriaisj  in 
order  to  prevent  the  consumption  of  articles  of 
produce  used  in  their  manufacture. — Referred. 

Mr.  Epp£8,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  declaring:  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ten- 
nessee, therein  mentioned ;  which  was  read  twice 
«nd  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Efpsb  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jas. 
Pattoo;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Cooanuttee  of  the  Whole. 
.   On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppbs, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee, 

{presented  on  the  4th  instant,  and  that  they  be  re- 
erred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom 
is  committed  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  for  seven  hundred  and  fifty  shares 
of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Del- 
aware Canal  Company. 

Mr.  McKeSj  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lie  Lands,  reported  a  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre- 
emption in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  certain  set- 
tlers in  (be  Indiana  Territory  $  which  was  read 
twice  and  coumitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afl^irs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  officers  who  shall  die  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  reported  a 
bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  cause  to  be  built 
or  purchased  the  vessels  therein  described. 

[The  bill  contemplates  the  employment  or 
bnitdiog  of  any  number  of  vessels,  not  exceeding 
twenty,  carry  iag  not  less  than  16,  or  more  than 
22gaQs,  if  in  his  opinion  the  public  service  shall 
rehire  it.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

CLAIMS  OF  MORAVIANS. 

Mr»  Roberts,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a  peti- 
tionof  John  Q.  Cunow,  acting  in  behalf  of  the  mis- 
sionary concerns  of  the  Society  of  United  Bretbreu, 
commonly  called  Moravians,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  depredations  committed  on  the  property  of 
the  ladians,  who  had  incorporated  themselves  mto 
their  society,  by  the  army  commanded  by  General 
Harrison,at  the  Moravian  towns  in  Upper  Canada* 

Mr.  RoBtiBTs  moved  to  refer  the  petition  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  Dbsba,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  to  his  know- 
ledge several  Indians  of  the  very  tribe  alluded  to 
in  the  petition  had  been  killed  in  arms  against  us, 
and  therefore  were  not  entitled  to  particular  con- 
sideration. Their  town  had  been  destroyed  it 
was  true,  and  in  his  opinion  very  properly.    This  | 


tribe.  Mr.  D.  said,  had  alwaya  been  hostile ;  thej 
had  lived  on  the  Muskingum  and  on  the  Sanduskji 
and  had  since  removed  to  Canada;  but  had  la 
all  situations  evinced  hostility  to  us.  He  therc:- 
fore  moved  that  this  petition  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Robbrts  said  he  knew  nothing  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  which  this  petition  was 
intended  to  bring  before  the  House.  It  was  suffix 
cient  for  him,  to  insure  his  attention  to  the  peti« 
tion,  that  the  petitioner  was  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  acting  in  behalf  of  a  respectable  com- 
munity ;  and  he  hoped,  however  much  the  gen-^ 
tleman  might  know  of  the  facts  connected  with 
this  case,  he  would  allow  it  to  take  the  ordinary 
course  and  be  referred  to  a  committee,  in  order 
to  examine  whether  it  was  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, compaiibly  with  justice,  to  afibrd  any  relief 
to  the  petioners. 

Mr.  Desha  said  the  fact  he  had  stated  could 
not  be  questioned;  but,  as  the  gentleman  wished 
to  inquire  into  the  circumstances,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  the  memo* 
rial  on  the  table* 

Mr.  McKm,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  renew  tlie 
motion.    He  said  it  was  mach  to  be  resrettad 
that  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  any  reugioua 
society  should  sustain  a  loss  in  its  property,  and 
particularly  the  United  Brethren,  who  were  gen* 
erally  a  most  inoffensive  and  well-disposed  peo- 
ple.   In  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  their  town 
and  property  was  represented  to  have  been  de- 
stroyed.   But  this  property  was  within  the  settle- 
ments of  the  enemy,  and  exposed,  according  to 
the  usages  of  war,  to  injury  from  an  invading 
force.    We  also,  said  be,  have  bad  some  villages 
destroyed ;  but  none  of  our  citizens,  that  I  have 
heard  of,  have  thought  proper  to  petition  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  for  remuneration  for  the 
destruction  of  their  property ;  and  if  they  had,  U 
would  be  thought  a  curious  procedure.    At  the 
conclusion  of  the  war,  some  mutual  iaderaaity 
might  be  provided  for  sufferers  of  this  character; 
but  until  that  time,  and  in  any  other  manner,  he 
did  not  believe  the  petitioners  could  obtain  relief 
Mr.  RoBBRTs  said  be  was  still  convinced  of 
the  propriety  of  referring  this  petition.    The  per- 
sons living  in  the  towns  destroyed  were  Indians, 
within  the  British  jurisdiction,  indeed  located  on 
lands  ceded  to  them  by  the  British  Gk)vernment, 
but  not  under  its  authority.    They  were  attached 
to  the  Society  of  the  United  Brethren  by  its  mis- 
sionaries, and  were  entirely  free  and  iodependent 
of  the  Canadian  Qovernmclnt.    In  the  late  expe- 
ditions against  the  hostile  Indians,  their  settle- 
ments had  been  destroyed ;  and  he  thought  there 
could  be  no  impropriety  in  inquirinf;,  whetheri 
consistently  with  justioa,  any  indemnity  could  ba 
allowed  them. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  taUa 
having  been  withdrawn,  it  was  referred  to  a  ea« 
lect  cooimittee. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  stockholders  of  the  National  Bank; 
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wbieh  was  twice  read,  and  cooimiued.    The  bill 
is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  to  incorporate  the  stockboldeTs  of  the  Nations! 

Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
Mentaiivea  of  the  united  States  of  Amenta  in  Con' 
greee  aaeembled.  That  a  National  Bank  shall  be  es- 
tablished, and  that  it  shall  be  held,  and  shall  transact 
its  business  at  the  Citj  of  Washington,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  the  capital  stock  whereof  ehall  not  ex- 
ceed thirty  millions  of  dollars,  divided  into  three  hun- 
dred thousand  shares,  each  share  being  one  hundred 
dollars. 

8sc.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  such  per- 
sons as  shall,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided,  be- 
come stockholders  of  the  bank  hereby  incorporated, 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  ordained,  constituted,  and  de- 
clared to  be  a  corporation  and  body  politic,  by  Uie  name 
and  style  of  *'  The  President,  Directors,  and  Company 
of  the  National  Bank,"  and  shall  so  continue,  from 
and  immediately  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  until  the 
first  Monday  in  March,  whidi  will  be  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four ;  and  by  that 
name  they  and  their  successors  shall  and  may,  until 
that  day,  have  continued  succession,  and  shall  be,  and 
hereby  are,  made  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and 
to  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  an- 
swered unto,  delend  and  be  defendedfin  all  courts  and 
places  whatsoever ;  and,  that  they  and  their  sooceasocs 
may  make,  hare,  and  use,  a  common  seal,  and  may 
break,  change,  alter,  and  renew  the  same  at  their  pleas- 
ure ;  and  shall  be  in  law  capable  of  purchasing,  hold- 
ing, and  conveying  any  estate,  real  or  personal,  for  the 
use  of  the  said  corporation :  Prondea,  That  the  real 
estate  which  it  may  be  lawiiil  for  the  said  corporation 
to  hold,  shall  be  only  such  as  shall  be  requisite  or  ne- 
cessary for  its  business,  or  the  accommodation  of  any 
of  its  officers,  or  such  as  shall  have  been  bona  fide 
mortgaged  to  it  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  it 
in  satiftfaction  of  debts  previously  contracted  in  the 
course  of  its  dealing,  or  purchased  at  sales  upon  judg- 
ments which  shall  have  been  obtained  for  such  debto, 
And  provided  further.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
the  said  corporation,  directly  or  indirectiy,  to  deal  or 
trade  in  buying  or  selUng  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, or  commodities  whatsoever,  except  bills  of 
exchange,  or  gold  and  silver  bullion,  nor  in  buying  or 
selling  any  stock  created  by  any  act  of  the  United 
States,  unless  in  selling  the  same  when  truly  pledged 
by  way  of  security  for  debts  due  to  the  said  corpora- 
tion: Provided,  nevertheless,  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  said  bank  from 
subscribing,  at  any  time^  to  any  stock  or  loan  of  the 
United  States,  and  selling  such  stock  again  at  pleas- 
ure, in  any  part  of  the  world.  And  if  the  said  corpo- 
xatiooi  or  any  person  or  persons  for,  or  to  the  use  of 
the  same,  sh^  deal  or  trade  in  buying  or  selling  any 
goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  commodities  whatsoever, 
contranr  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  all  and  every  per^ 
son  and  persons  who  shall  have  bean  concerned  as  par- 
ties or  agente  therein,  shall  forfeit  and  lose  troble  the 
▼alue  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises,  and  com- 
modities in  which  such  dealing  and  trade  shall  have 
been,  one-half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and 
the  other  half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  SUtes, 
to  be  recovered  with  costo  of  suit 

8sc.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  subscriptions 
for  the  said  stock  shall  be  opened  and  kept  open  by  the 
appointment  and  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of 


directors  of  the  said  beak,  hereinafter  named,  at  suck 
times  and  places  as  they  shsU  appoint,  first  giyin^  pub- 
Ue  notice  thereof  for  the  space  of  thirty  days,  in  at 
least  eighteen  newspapers,  printed  in  dififerent  parts  of 
the  United  States,  and  subject  to  such  rules,  regula- 
tions, limitationst  and  conditions,  as  shall  be  by  them 
prescribed,  until  Uie  whole  amount  of  shares  for  which 
the  subscriptions  were  opened  shall  be  filled.  And  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stotes,  at  any  time  after  such  subscriptions  shall 
be  opened,  to  caxise  a  subscription  to  be  made  to  tbe 
stock  of  the  said  corporation,  as  part  of  the  capital 
stock  thereof,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  six  millions  of  dollars ;  and  that, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  for  said  stock,  subecribed  for 
as  aforesaid  by  the  United  States,  the  bank  shall  loan 
the  amount  of  subscription,  at,  and  after  the  rate  of  six 
per  centum  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  for  ao  long  a. 
time  as  the  United  States  shall  hold  the  stock,  unleas 
they  shall  elect  to  reimburse  the  amoont  of  said  loan  aft 
an  earlier  period.  That  four  millions  of  doUars  of  the 
said  capital  stock  shall  be  reserved  for  the  respectiye 
States,  to  be  apportioned  among  them  in  the  ratio  of 
their  representation  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  Governor  of  each  State,  at  any  time  within  one  yesi 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  cause  asubacrqition  tobe 
made  to  Uie  stock  of  said  corporation,  as  part  of  the  csp- 
ital  thereof,  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  which  he  is  Gover- 
nor,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  the  amoont  to  which 
such  State  is  entitied  to  subsmbe,  such  stodL  to  be 
paid  for  in  like  manner  with  other  subscriptions  to  &e 
said  bank,  except  that  which  shall  be  subscribed  for  by 
the  United  States,  as  aforesaid.  That,  if  the  whole 
sum  of  four  millions  of  dollars  shall  not  be  subscribed 
by  the  States,  in  the  manner  and  propoitions  above 
mcntjoned,  the  directors  shall  cause  a  new  subscriptMi 
to  be  opened  for  the  residue  of  the  said  four  millions 
of  dollars,  in  the  form  heretofore  directed  for  the  origi- 
nal subscription. 

Sxc.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  capital 
stock  shall  be  paid  up  by  instalments,  at  such  times, 
and  in  such  portions,  aa  the  board  of  directors  msy 
direct,  they  giving  at  least  thirty  days'  notice  therM4 
immediately  prior  to  requiring  the  payment  of  an  in- 
stalment, in  all  the  daily  newspapers  printed  in  Wash- 
ington, aforesaid,  in  at  least  one  newspaper  printed  in. 
each  State  where  subscription  shall  be  made  to  said 
stock ;  and  in  case  any  subscriber  or  stockholder  shall 
omit,  neglect,  or  refuse  to  pay  the  several  instalments, 
or  any  one  of  them,  on  his,  her,  or  their  stock,  at  the 
time  appointed,  aa  aforesaid,  then,  in  all  such  cases, 
the  board  of  directors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  have 
power,  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  forfeit  all  such 
stock  for  the  use,  benefit,  and  account  of  the  corpora- 
tion aforesaid. 

Sxc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
well-ordering,  managing,  and  conducting  of  the  stock, 
property,  concerns,  and  afiairs  of  the  said  corporation, 
the  same  shall  be  ordered,  managed,  and  conducted 
by  twenty-five  directors,  five  of  vfhom  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
by  him  changed  at  pleasure,  and  the  reaidne  ■h^il  be 
stockholders,  and  citiiens  of  the  United  States,  resi- 
dent therein,  to  be  chosen  by  the  stockholders  of  the 
said  corporation,  in  manner  hereinafter  provided  for, 
which  directors  shall  hold  their  offices  for  one  yesr^ 
from  the  first  Monday  of  March  in  everryear,  and  un- 
til others  shall  be  duly  elected  in  their  pkces ;  and  the 
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nid  directora  fhall  be  elected  on  the  first  Monday  of 
Janiuxy,  in  every  year,  at  the  banking*boaae  of  the 
•aid  bank,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  and  at  such 
time  of  day  as  ^  majority  of  the  directors  for  the  time 
being  shall  appoint,  of  which  public  notice  shall  be 

g'ven  by  the  said  directors,  not  more  than  thirty  nor 
w  thain  ten  days  previous  to  the  time  of  holding  the 
said  election,  by  an  advertisement,  to  be  inserted  in  all 
the  daily  newspapers  printed  at  Washington,  and  in 
at  least  five  of  the  other  public  newspapers  printed  in 
difierent  parts  of  the  United  States.  And  the  said 
election  shall  be  held  and  made  by  such  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  said  corporation  as  shall  attend  for  that 
purpose,  either  in  person  or  by  proxy,  subject  to  the  re- 
/rtriction  hereinafter  provided ;  and  all  elections  shall 
be  by  ballot ;  and,  if  it  shall  happen  at  any  election 
that  any  two  or  more  persons  have  an  equal  number  of 
votes,  then  the  directors  in  office  at  the  time  of  such 
election,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall,  at  their  banking- 
house,  in  the  City  of  Washington  aforesaid,  proceed 
to  ballot,  and,  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  determine  which 
of  the  said  persons  so  having  an  equal  number  of  votes 
shall  be  director  or  directors,  so  as  to  complete  the 
whole  number  of  directors.  And  the  directors,  so 
elected  and  a^^pointed,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  take  their 
seats  at  the  board  on  the  first  Monday  in  March  in 
each  year,  and  shall,  as  soon  as  may  be  thereafter, 
f>rm  a  board  of  directors  at  their  banking-house  in 
Washington,  aforesaid,  and  proceed  to  elect  by  ballot 
one  of  their  number,  so  elected  by  the  stockholders,  as 
aforesaid,  to  be  their  President;  and,  whenever  any 
vacancy  happens  among  the  directors,  so  elected  as 
aforesaid,  from  any  cause  whatever,  the  same  shall  be 
filled,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  in  which  it  shall 
happen,  by  such  person  or  persons  as  the  remainder  of 
the  directors  for  the  time  being,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  appoint :  ProvicUd,  however,  That  there  shall  be 
no  election  for,  or  appointment  of  directors,  other  than 
to  fill  vacancies,  as  aforesaid,  until  the  first  Monday  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  and 
that  in  die  meantime,  David  M.  Clarkson,  Jacob  Bar- 
ker, John  Wells,  Charles  Wright,  George  Davis,  Isaac 
Lawrence,  William  R.  Gray,  Thomas  Hazard,  junior, 
Guy  Bryan,  Chandler  Price,  John  Sergeant,  Manuel 
Eyre,  James  0.  Fisher,  Joseph  Peace,  James  A.  Bu- 
chanan, Isaac  McKim,  Robert  Oliver,  John  Cox,  John 
McKinney,  John  P.  Van  Ness,  Richard  Cutts,  Robert 
Brent,  John  Tayloe,  Walter  Jones,  junior,  and  Thomas 
T.  Gantt,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  direct- 
ors of  the  said  corporation ;  and  they  shall  hold  their 
offices  until  the  first  Monday  of  March,  in  the  year 
lest  aibresaid,  and  until  others  shall  be  duly  elected  in 
their  places ;  and  the  directors  hereinbefore  named,  or 
M.  majority  of  them,  shall,  at  their  banking-house,  at 
Washington,  choose  one  of  their  number  for  their 
President.  In  all  elections  for  President,  Cashier,  and 
other  agents,  and  for  such  directors  as  may  be  necea- 
•try  to  fill  vacancies,  a  majority  of  the  directors  shall 
vote  *,  and  abeent  directors  may  constitute  any  director, 
who  shall  personally  attend,  his  proxy,  to  vote  at  such 
elections. 

Sic.  6.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case  it  shall 
it  any  time  happen  that  an  election  of  directors  shall 
not  take  place  on  the  day  when,  pursuant  to  this  act, 
it  ought  to  have  been  made,  the  said  corporation  shall 
iwifor  ^t  cause  be  deemed  to  be  dissolved,  but  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  hold  such  election  on  such 
other  day  and  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  prescribed 
by  a  by*law  or  ordinance  of  the  said  corporation  for 
that  pvipo«e  to  be  made. 


S;  See.  7.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  each  stock- 
holder or  stockholders,  at  elections,  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  according  to  the  number  of  shares  he,  she,  or 
they  shall  hold,  in  the  proportions  following,  that  is  to 
say :  for  one  share,  and  not  more  then  two  diares,  one 
vote ;  for  every  two  shares  above  two,  and  not  exceed- 
ing ten,  one  vote ;  for  every  four  shares  above  ten,  and 
not  exceeding  thirty,  one  vote ;  for  every  six  shares 
above  thirty,  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  one  vote ;  for 
every  eight  shares  above  sixty,  and  not  exceeding  one 
hundred,  one  vote;  for  every  ten  shares  above  ono 
hundred  one  vote  ;  but  no  State,  person,  copartnership 
or  bodv  politic,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  greater  number 
than  thirty  votes :  Provided^  That  no  stockholder,  not 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  an  actual  resident 
therein,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  elections  or  others 
wise,  either  in  person  or  by  proxy :  And  provided  aUoi^ 
That  no  stockholder  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  eleo 
tions  or  otherwise  on  any  stock,  unless  he,  she,  or  they 
shall  have  held  the  said  stock  on  which  he,  she,  or  they 
offer  to  vote,  at  least  ninety  days  previous  to  such  elec- 
tion or  time  of  voting,  and  that  such  shares  shall  ac- 
tually belong  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Sec  8.  And  he  it  further  enactett.  That  not  less 
than  fifteen  of  the  directors,  for  the  time  being,  shall 
form  a  board  or  quorum,  who  shall  have  power  to  make 
and  prescribe  by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations,  not  re- 
pugnant to  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  as  to  them  shall  appear  needful  and  proper, 
touching  the  management  and  disposition  of  the  stock, 
property,  estate,  and  effects  of  the  said  corporation; 
the  duties  and  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  said  oorporap 
tion ;  the  duties  and  conduct  of  the  officers,  clerks,  and 
servants  for  carrying  on  the  said  business,  and  with 
such  salaries  and  allowance  as  to  them  shall  seem 
meet:  and  to  procure  such  alterations  in  this  act  of  in- 
coporation  as  may  be  hereafter  authorized  by  law ;  and 
that  not  less  than  five  of  the  directors,  for  the  time  be* 
ing,  shall  form  a  committee  or  quorum  for  transacting 
the  business  of  the  said  corporation,  pursuant  to  the 
by-laws  that  may  be  made  by  the  board  of  directors, 
who  shall  have  power  to  transact  such  business,  pur- 
suant to  such  by-laws,  as  may  be  prescribed  as  afore- 
said, in  such  manner  as  to  them  shall  appear  neediul 
and  proper:  Provided^  That  no  director,  other  than  the 
president,  shall  be  entitled  to  any  emolument  for  his 
services  as  director,  but  that  the  president  shall  receive 
such  salary  or  compensation  fur  his  services  as  shall 
be  agreed  upon  by  a  majority  of  the  board  of  directora. 
And  every  cashier  or  treasurer,  before  he  enters  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  be  required  to  give  bond, 
with  two  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  di- 
rectors, in  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
with  condition  for  his  good  behaviour. 

Sac.  9.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  transfer  of 
stock  shall  be  vaUd  and  effectual  until  such  transfer 
shall  be  entered  or  registered  in  a  book  or  books  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose  by  the  directors. 

Sec  10.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  total  amount 
of  debts  which  said  corporation  shall  at  any  time  owe, 
whether  by  bond,  bill,  note,  or  other  contract,  shall  not 
exceed  double  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  said 
bank,  over  and  above  the  moneys  then  deposited  in 
the  said  bank ;  and  in  case  of  such  excess  the  directors, 
under  whose  administration  it  shall  happen,  shall  be 
liable  for  the  same  in  their  separate  and  private  capa- 
cities; but  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  the 
said  corporation,  or  any  estate,  real  or  personal,  which 
I  they  may  hold  as  a  body  corporate,  from  also  being  Ua- 
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ble  and  chargeable  for  rach  exceai ;  but  nich  of  the 
raid  directon  as  Aall  have  been  absent  when  the  said 
excess  was  contracted,  or  who  maj  hare  dissented 
Irom  the  resolution  or  act  whereby  the  same  was  so 
created,  shall  not  be  liable. 

Sxc.  11.  jB^  t^  Jurther  enacted.  That  the  officer  at 
the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  furnished,  from  time  to  time,  as  often 
as  he  may  require,  not  exceeding  once  a  week,  with 
itatements  of  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
mid  corporation,  and  of  the  debts  due  to  the  same,  of 
the  moneys  deposited  therein,  of  the  notes  in  circula- 
tion, and  of  the  cash  in  hand ;  and  shall  have  a  right  to 
inspect  such  general  accounts  in  the  books  of  the  bank 
as  shall  relate  to  the  said  statements:  Provided,  That 
this  diall  not  be  construed  to  implr  a  right  of  inspect- 
ing the  account  of  any  private  individual  or  individuals 
with  the  bank. 

Sxc.  12.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  corporation 
hereby  created  shall  loan  to  the  United  States,  over  and 
above  the  amount  loaned  them  for  the  payment  of  their 
subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  said  company,  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money  as  may  be  required,  so  that  the 
whole  amount  owing  therefor  by  the  United  States  to 
tl^e  said  bank  shall  not  exceed,  at  any  one  time,  the 
sum  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  mo- 
ney loaned  for  making  the  said  payment;  and  for  the 
amount  of  the  said  loan  or  loans  the  United  States  shall 
issue  a  transferrable  stock,  on  the  same  terms  and  con- 
ditions as  the  loan  for  seven  and  a  half  millions  was  ob- 
tained, in  pursuance  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  author- 
izing a  loan,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  seven  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars :"  Provided,  however.  That 
all  loans  made  to  the  United  States  by  the  raid  bank 
•hall  be  fully  paid  and  discharged,  with  the  interest  due 
thereon,  at  least  one  year  before  the  time  hereinbefore 
limited  for  the  duration  of  this  corporation :  And  pro- 
vided Jurther,  That  such  incorporation  shall  contmue 
until  one  year  after  such  loans  are  paid,  anything  in 
tlus  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sxc.  13.  Be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  said  cor- 
poration shall  not  demand  any  greater  interest  for  any 
loan  or  discount  than  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent  per 
annum ;  such  interest  payable  in  advance.  And  half- 
yeariy  dividends  shall  be  made  of  so  much  of  the  pro- 
fits of  the  bank  as  shall  appear  to  the  directors  advisa- 
ble ;  and  once  in  every  three  years  the  directors  shall 
lay  before  the  stockhotders,  at  a  general  meeting,  for 
their  informationi  an  exact  and  particular  statement  of 
the  debts  which  shall  have  remained  unpaid  after  the 
expiration  of  the  original  credit,  and  of  Uie  surplus  of 
profit,  if  any,  after  deducting  losses  and  dividends.  If 
there  shall  be  a  failure  in  the  payment  of  any  part  of 
any  sum  subscribed  by  any  person,  copartnership,  or 
body  pofitic,  the  party  failing  shall  lose  the  benefit  of 
any  dividend  which  may  have  accrued  prior  to  the 
time  for  making  such  payment,  and  during  the  delay 
of  the  same. 

8x0.  14.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  bills,  oblig- 
atory and  of  credit,  under  the  seiJ  of  the  said  coipora- 
tion,  which  shall  be  made  to  any  person  or  persons, 
shall  be  assignable  by  endorsement  thereon,  under  the 
hand  or  hands  of  such  person,  and  of  his,  her,  or  their 
assignee  or  assignees,  and  so  as  absolutely  to  transfer 
and  vest  the  property  thereof  in  eadi  and  every  as- 
signee or  assignees  respectively,  and  to  enable  snch  as* 
signee  or  assignees  to  bring  and  maintain  an  action 
thereupon,  in  his,  her,  or  their  own  name  or  names. 
And  bUls  or  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  order  of  the 


said  corporation,  shall  be  binding  and  obKgatofj  upon 
the  same  in  tike  manner,  and  with  like  force  and  ef^ 
feet,  as  upon  any  private  person  or  persons,  if  issued 
by  him  or  them  in  his,  her,  or  their  private  or  naturat 
capacity  or  capacities,  and  shall  be  assignable  and  ne- 
gotiable in  like  manner  as  if  they  were  so  issoed  by 
such  private  person  or  persons ;  that  is  to  uy,  those 
which  shall  be  payable  to  any  penMm  or  persons,  his, 
her,  or  their  order,  shaH  be  assignaUe  by  endorsement 
thereupon,  in  like  manner,  and  vrith  like  effect,  u  for- 
eign bills  of  exchange  now  are;  and  those  whidi  are 
payable  to  bearer  shall  be  negotiable  and  assignable  by 
delivery  only. 

Sxc.  15.  Be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  if  any  person 
shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or  casse  or 
procure  to  be  felsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited,  or 
willingly  aid  or  assist  in  felsely  making,  forging,  or 
counterfeiting,  any  bill  or  note  in  imitation  o^  or  pur- 
porting to  be,  a  bill  or  note  issued  by  order  of  the  prea> 
ident,  directors,  and  company  of  the  National  Bank,  or 
any  order  or  check  of  the  said  bank  or  oorporatioD,  or 
any  cashier  thereof;  or  shall  falsely  alter,  or  procure  to 
be  falsely  altered,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  m  falsely 
altering,  any  bill  or  note  issued  by  order  of  the  presi- 
dent, directors,  and  company  of  the  National  Bank»  or 
any  order  or  check  on  the  said  corporation,  or  any 
cashier  thereof;  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  as 
true,  any  felse,  forged,  or  counterfeited  bill  or  note,  pur- 
porting to  be  a  bill  or  note  issued  by  order  of  the  pres- 
ident, directors,  and  company  of  the  National  Bank; 
or  any  false,  forged,  or  counterfeited  order  or  dieck 
upon  the  said  bank  or  ooiporation,  or  any  cashier  there- 
of, knowing  the  same  to  be  fakely  forged  or  counter* 
felted,  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  as  true,  or  attempt 
to  paM,  utter,  or  publish,  as  true,  any  felsely  altered 
bill  or  note,  itsued  by  order  of  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  National  Bank ;  or  any  falsely  alter- 
ed order  or  check  on  the  said  back  or  corporation,  or  anr 
cashier  thereof,  knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely  altered 
with  intention  to  defraud  the  said  corporation,  or  any 
other  body  politic  or  person,  every  such  person  shaH 
be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and  being 
thereof  convicted,  by  due  course  of  law,  shall  be  sen- 
tenced to  be  imprironed  and  kept  to  hard  labor  for  a 
period  not  less  than  three  years  nor  more  than  twenty 
years,  or  shall  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  twenty 
years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  five  thousand  doUaxa; 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shdl  be  con- 
strued to  deprive  the  courts  of  the  individual  States  of 
a  jurisdiction,  under  the  laws  of  the  several  States,  over 
the  offence  declared  punishable  by  this  act. 

Sxc.  16.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  bills  or 
notes  of  the  said  corporation,  payable  on  demand,  ahali 
be  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  United  States;  and 
that  after  the  present  seasion  of  Congress  no  other 
bank  shall  be  established  by  any  future  law  of  the 
United  States,  during  the  continuance  of  the  ooipora- 
tion hereby  created;  for  which  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  pledged:  Provided,  however.  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
the  renewal  of  the  charters  of  any  banks  now  inoorpo- 
rated  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Sxc.  17.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  ooipora- 
tion hereby  created  shall  be  divolved  by  limitation  of 
time  or  otherwise,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  president 
and  directors  thereof,  for  the  time  beings  to  sue  and  be 
sued  in  any  court  or  place  by  their  corporate  name,  for 
and  UDon  any  cause,  matter,  or  thing,  arising  previow 
to  WLca  dissolution,  in  like  manner  as  they  might  have 
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&ne  if  the  same  had  not  taken  place ;  and  also  to 
Mil  their  property,  real  and  perM>nal,  and  to  divide 
tke  proceeda  and  all  their  capital  among  the  Mreral 
itockholders,  rateablj,  acoording  to  their  sereral  inter- 
ettB  in  the  same. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  concluded,  in 
about  two  hours,  his  speech  against  the  bill,  and 
against  the  course  of  measures  generally  pursued 
underthe  Republican  Adminiscration,as  given  en- 
tire in  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Ohio,  followed  in  an  argumen- 
tative speech,  principally  against  the  doctrine  of 
perpetual  allegiance,  as  set  up  by  the  Opposition 
speakers.    Mr.  McL.  spoke  about  an  hour. 

When  the  question  waa  taken  on  filling  the 
blank  for  the  amount  of  the  loan  with  twenty-five 
miiJiotts.  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  Other 
Uaoka  having  been  filled,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  with  said 
imendments ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


MoxiDAY,  February  21. 

.  Mr.  fippRS,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  «upi>ort  of  Government  for  the  year  181^ 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com-^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes  also  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Military  mtablish- 
ment,  for  the  year  1814 ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes  also  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Navy,  for  the  year 
1814;  which  was  read  twice, and  committed  tea 
Coounittee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bond^  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  requiring  the  judges  in  the  Illinois 
Territory,  appointed  by  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  perform  certain  judicial  duties  re- 
quired of  them  by  the  Legislature  of  said  Terri- 
tory, with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing letter: 

WTxaa,  (Va.,)  February  8,  1814. 

Bib  :  For  the  information  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentativea,  or  any  committee  of  that  House  who  mav 
have  under  consideration  either  the  manner  in  whidi 
^  war  has  been  conducted,  or  my  conduct  as  an  offi- 
cer of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  I  enclose  to  you 
doeomenta,  mostly  originals,  numbered  from  one  to 
sbcty-one,  inclusiTe. 

Sftiould  these  papers  be  necessary  to  me  for  any  pur^ 
pose^  at  any  time,  no  doubt  they  will  be  safe  among 
the  arehires  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  de* 
Uveved,  on  application,  to  me  or  my  order. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  all  possible  respect  and 
Mteem,  sir,  your  obedient  servant> 

AL£X.  SMITH. 

Hon,  LAxenos  Chstss,  Speaker,  ifc. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  Mil* 
MB)  FoBflrrra,  Dssba,  and  Bppbs,  as  to  the  pro- 


Ser  manner  of  disposing  of  this  letter,  it  was  or- 
ered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  House  resumed  the  coasfderation  of  the 
resolution  offered  a  few  days  ago  by  Mr.  McKim, 
contemplating  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  an  annual  report  on  the  resources  of 
the  United  States.  The  resolution  haviog  been 
amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  so  as  to  re- 
fer the  subject  to  the  Committee  of  Commearce 
and  Manufactures  instead  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppbs,  of  Vinfinia,  the  Loan 
bill  having  been  laid  on  the  table  for  the  purpose, 
the  Treasury  Note  bill  for  1814  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  verbally  amended, 
and  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Gkorgia,  was  desirous  to  have 
these  Treasury  bills  of  such  a  description  as  to 
facilitate  their  reception  among  the  farmers,  to 
whom  he  said  they  would  be  more  acceptable 
than  any  other  money,  because  bearing  an  inter* 
est,  dbe.  For  this  purpose,  he  offered  as  an  amend- 
mei^t  a  new  section  to  the  bill,  to  the  following 
effect: 

And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  one  note  or  bill 
shall  be  iMued  for  a  larger  amount  than  one  hundred 
dollars,  nor  for  less  than  five  dollan;  and,  ia  all  cases 
where  said  notes  are  held  for  a  longer  time  than  con- 
templated by  this  act,  the  holder  or  bearer  of  said  note 
or  bills  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  rate  of  in- 
terest per  annum  as  allowed  by  this  act. 

This  motion  was  negatived — ^ayes  25. 
.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  without  debate  or  opposition. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole>on  the 
bill  authorizing  the  loan  for  1814. 

Mr.  Yancet,  of  North  Carolina,  with  a  view 
to  allow  the  discussion  to  progress  with  the  same 
latitude  as  it  had  commenced,  since  it  appeared 
to  be  agreed  that  it  was  not  yet  to  terminate, 
moved  io  rA^mmit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House, 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Desha,  of 
Kentucky^  on  the  ground  that  it  could  be  as  well 
discussed  m  the  House  as  in  Committee.  Besides, 
it  had  already  been  discussed  nearly  two  weeks, 
and  every  subje<^t  but  the  loan  had  been  drawn 
into  debate ;  and,  if  the  bill  was  retained  in  the 
House,  it  would  be  in  its  power  to  terminate  de- 
bate by  the  previous  ouestion — a  power  not  be- 
longing to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  motion  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Eppes,  of 
Virginia,  who  said  he  did  not  believe  the  recom- 
mitment would  delay  the  bill  for  a  single  hour, 
because  the  House  would  at  any  time  have  power 
to  refuse  leave  to  the  Committee  to  sit  on  it  again 
whenever  it  chose. 

The  question  on  recommitment  having  been 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative—For recommitment  77,  against  it  70,  as 
follows : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bavly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Ca- 
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perton,  Calhoun,  ChaiDpion,  Clark,  Cox,  Creightoji, 
Oalpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachiisetts,  Dewey, 
Davall,  Ely,  Eppes,  Findlcy,  Forsyth,  Geddes,  Glas- 
gow, Goordin,  Grosvenor,  Hasbroudk,  Hopkins  of  New 
York,  Howell,  Hungerford,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Macon, 
Markell,  McKee,  McLean,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Moseley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens, 
Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Post,  John  Reed,  Ringgold,  Robert- 
son, Ruggles,  Sevier,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tannehill, 
Telfair,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachosetts, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  WUcoz,  Wilson  of  Mas- 
sadiusetts.  Winter  and  Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Avery,  Bard, 
Bamett,  Brown,  Batler,  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Cuthbert, Davis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, DenoyeUes,  Desha,  Earle,  Evans,  Farrow, 
Fiak  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Golds- 
borough,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson,  Hawes, 
Hubbard,  Hufty,  Ingham,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Kilboum,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Car- 
olina, Lefierts,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  Qakley,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Pipex;,  Potter,  Wm.  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Richardson,  Roane,  Roberts, 
Schureman,  Seybert,  Skkiner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Troup,  Udree, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  WiUiams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Wright. 

So  the  bill  was  recommitted;  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair,  on  said 

bill. 

The  question  being  then  stated,  on  the  rising  of 
the  Committee  to  report  the  bill — 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  made  a  speech 
of  more  than  an  hour  in  length,  in  reply  to  the 
arguments  and  assertions  advanced  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New 
York,  on  the  other  side,  who  had  spoken  but  a 
short  time,  when  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  32. 

Mr.  Hempstead  presented  sundry  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  re- 
specting land  titles  and  settlers  on  public  lands  in 
said  Territory. 

Ordered^  That  so  much  of  said  resolutions  as 
relates  to  land  titles,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  final  ad- 
justment of  land  titles  in  the  Slate  of  Louisiana 
and  Territory  of  Missouri;  and,  that  so  much  as 
relates  to  a  donation  and  pre-emption  right  to 
settlers,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
his  report  in  relation  to  the  banks  and  insurance 
companies  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  10th  instant; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  *^  for  the  relief 


of  John  Cahpone  and  others,"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  for  revising 
the  militia  system,  made  a  report  on  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  claims  of  the  several 
States  and  Territories,  for  moneys  advanced  in 
calling  into  the  service  detachments  of  militia; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

That  the  said  claims  amount  to  $20,612  67;  of  this 
sum,  $3,035  58  appears  to  be  claimed  for  pay  and 
forage  for  officers  and  privates  of  the  militia  who  have 
been  regularly  paid  and  supplied  by  the  United  States; 
$6,568  93  for  advances  made  on  account  to  certain 
officers,  vrithout  spedQring  for  what  purpose  made,  and 
without  any  evidence  that  the  same  has  been  accounted 
for ;  $1,969  20  for  provisions,  rum,  whiduy,  dec,  for 
officers  and  privates  who  were  eithnr  ftmuahed  by  the 
contractor  with  rations,  or  who  reeeived  an  aUowaaee 
in  lieu  thereof  on  the  rails,  through  the  paysaaster  ; 
$997  12  for  surgical  instruments^  medictne^  and  gio- 
cenes  for  militaa,  witlwut  any  evidence  that  then  wnm 
necemity  for  any  of  the  articles,  or  that  such  of  them 
as  must  have  remained  on  hand  at  the  doee  of  the  ex- 
pedition, were  stored  or  kept  for  the  United  Slates; 
$1,607  59  for  blankets,  mattresses,  dbc,  for  DBililia  who 
received  the  regular  allowanoe  for  dothiag  tlmnigh  liie 
paymaster;  $2,674  27  for  axes,  pots,  kettles,  pam, 
canteens,  and  tents,  without  any  evidence  that  at  the 
close  of  the  expedition  the  same  were  delivered  ovsr  to 
the  proper  officer  of  the  United  ^tes  for  their  use; 
and  the  residue  of  the  said  sum  is  daimed  for  the  ser- 
vices of  officers  not  recognised  by  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  the  time  when  the  services  were  perform- 
ed, and  for  forage  furnished  to  them,  for  the  services  of 
expresses  in  carrying  orders,  for  calling  out  the  militia, 
and  for  mustering  and  inspecting  the  militia,  vrhich 
hitherto  have  been  considered  State  expenses,  and  in- 
curred accordingly,  vrithout  expecting  remunerataon 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Sutes.  The  Com- 
mtitee,  therefore,  submit  the  following  reaolotkm : 

Setohed,  That  the  said  daims  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed. 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
Treasury  notes  for  the  year  1814,  was  rend  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill,  with  a  view  to  introduce  an  amendment  sim- 
ilar to  that  he  had  yesterday  offered,  changing 
the  smallest  amount  of  the  bills  to  be  issued  to 
ten  dollars  instead  of  fire. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Qolds- 
BORODGH,  of  Maryland,  with  different  views,  aris- 
ing out  of  the  latitude  of  expression  of  some  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  and  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Bppes, 
of  Virginia. 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  a  considerable 
majority. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  waa 
then  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Aveiy, 
Bamett,  Beall,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell,  BnUer,  Cald- 
weD,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Cubeper,  Cuthbert,  Davit  of  Pennsylvania,  DenoyeUes, 
Detta,  DuvalJ,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  FaneWy  Fiak  of 
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New  Tork,  Forney,  Focaythy  Franklin,  Goldsboroagh, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hasbronck,  Hawee,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackion  of  Vir- 
ginia, Johnaon  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Kilboom,  Lefierta,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  Mc- 
Coy, McKee,  McKim,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Pickena,  Piper,  Pleasanta,  Rea  of  Pennayl- 
Tania,  Bhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Richardson,  Roane, 
Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Skinner, 
Bmiih  of  PennsyWania,  Tannehiil,  Taylor,  Troup, 
Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey^-89. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bracken- 
ridge,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Ciiley,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dewey,  Ely, 
Geddesy  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Howell,  Hufty,  /ackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Moseley,  Pearson, 
Pldiering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Mas- 
saehasetta--48. 

THE*  LOAN  BILL. 

TheHouse  again  went  into  Comiaittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  Qrosvenor,  of  New  York,  in  a  speech  of 
aboat  two  hoars  in  length,  concluded  the  speech 
which  be  had  bat  commenced  at  the  time  of  ad- 
journ men  t  yesterday. 

Mr.  CuTBBBRT,  of  QtoTgi^,  iu  a  speech  of  near 
an  hour  in  length,  being  the  first  ne  has  made 
since  he  took  hia  seat,  replied  to  many  of  the  ar- 
gamenta  of  Opposition. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH,  of  Georgia,  just  before  the  usual 
hour  of  adjoarnmentj  commenced  a  speech  in  re- 
plyto  some  of  the  speakers  in  the  minority. 

When  he  had  spoken  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  lea  re  to  sit  again ;  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday,  February  33^ 

A  bill  from  the  SeQate,  ^for  the  relief  of  John 
Cahoone  and  others,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  G0L.DSBOBOUGH  submitted;  for  considera- 
tion, the  following  resolution : 

Raoivedf  That  the  Standing  Rules  and  Orders  of 
this  House  be  amended,  so  as  to  admit  within  the  Hall 
of  the  Houee  of  RepresentatiTes,  such  gentlemen  as 
have  heretofore  been  members  of  the  Cabinet" 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  iu  formed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '^  (0  provide 
for  the  return,  to  their  own  districts,  of  vessels 
detained  by  the  embargo,  in  districts  other  than 
those  where  they  are  respectively  owned  or  be- 
long," with  amendments ;  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  report  of  the  select  committee,  relative  to 
the  state  of  the  Clerk's  office  of  this  House,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  con- 
curred in,  and  the  Clerk  authorized  to  employ  an 
additional  assistant  clerk. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  McKeb,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri| 
which  was  reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and  if  any  what,  alterations  or  amend- 
ments are  necessary  to  be  made  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled ''an  act  providing  for  the  government  of  the 
Territory  of  Missouri,"  with  leave  to  report  by 
bill,  or  otherwise. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  Loan  biU. 

Mr.  FoBSYTB,  of  Georgia,  concluded  the  speech 
which  he  commenced  yesterday  i  which  is  given 
entire,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  every  day's  experience  must 
have  satisfied  the  gentlemen  of  the  minority,  that 
no  opposition  to  this  bill  or  to  any  other  measure 
intended  to  give  vital  energy  to  the  contest  in 
which  the  country  is  engaged|  can  be  successful 
here.  Whence,  then,  arises  this  extraordinary 
display  of  industry  and  of  ingenuity  ?  Is  it  that 
they  intend  on  this  question  to  enter  upon  their 
defence  for  their  irregular  and  unprecedented 
course  pursued  since  tne  commencement  of  the 
war '?  In  this  view,  the  subject  is  indeed  interest- 
ing— worthy  of  all  the  labor  and  all  the  talents 
bestowed  upon  it.  To  conduct  it  to  a  successful 
issue,  will  require  a  portion  of  industry  never  yet 
equalled — a  degree  of  ingenuity  never  yet  sur^ 
passed.  In  the  brief  examination  of  some  of  the 
topics  of  discussion,  I  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  my  object  is  not  to  prove  that  the  conduct 
of  the  Uovernment  has  been  correct ;  but  to  show 
that  the  opposition  is  not  justifiable  upon  any  of 
the  prinpiples  assumed  for  its  defence.  The  honor 
of  the  Grovernment  is  not  yet  sunk  so  low  as  to 
require  a  labored  defence  of  their  measures  at  the 
bar  of  the  public.  The  evidence  has  long  since 
been  exhibited  to  the  proper  tribunal ;  sentence  dT 
acquittal  upon  that  evidence  has  been  pronounced 
by  the  present  generation,  and  more  impartial 
posterity  will  but  confirm  the  judgment. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  examination  of  any  of 
those  argument;^  ur^ed  upon  the  great  subject  of 
the  present  contest,  I  will  detain  the  Committee  by 
a  short  reply  to  some  observations  very  remotely, 
if  at  all,  connected  with  it. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Shbr- 
woon)  expressed  a  hope  that  the  report  made  by 
the  committee  appointed  at  the  last  session,  to 
inquire  into  the  spirit  and  manner  in  which  the 
war  had  been  conducted  by  the  enemy,  should 
sleep  in  oblivion  on  the  shelf.  It  is  sufficiently 
evioebt  the  substance  or  form  of  that  report  is  un- 
pleasant to  the  honorable  gentleman — but  why 
It  has  excited  his  displeasure  he  has  not  conde* 
scended  to  inform  us.  Can  it  be  because  it  ex- 
hibits strong  and  irrefragable  proof  of  the  iojua* 
tice  of  tlu)se  fond  eulogiums  certain  persons  are 
in  the  habit  of  pronouncing  upon  the  enemies  of 
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their  country?  Bat,  sir,  the  fact  is  mistaken  by 
the  honorable  i^eDtleman;  that  report  is  not  yet 
in  the  grave  of  oblivion  which  has  the  honor  to 
live  in  his  recollection.  If  from  any  cause  he 
desires  it  to  pass  away,  he  has  misunderstood 
the  means  by  which  his  wishes  are  to  be  accom- 
plished. With  the  improvidence  of  the  Ephesian 
magistracy,  he  has  rendered  immortal  the  me- 
mory of  that  object  he  intended  to  destroy.  Ano- 
ther remark  less  equivalent  in  its  character  and 
more  reprehensible,  I  will  recall  to  the  attention 
of  the  Committee.  He  said  no  valuable  live?  had 
been  or  could  be  lost  in  the  present  war,  as  no 
yaluable  lives  would  be  exposed  to  its  perils.  Has 
the  honorable  gentleman  so  soon  forgotten  the 
manes  of  Lawrence,  of  Allen,  of  Burrows,  of  C  lax- 
ton,  and  of  Clarke,  who  nobly  died  on  one  element 
asserting  the  rights  and  the  honor  of  their  coun- 
try ;  and  those  of  Pike,  of  Covington,  and  Backus, 
who  expired  on  the  other  in  the  same  righteous 
and  holv  cause  1  But  this  profanation  of  the  ashes 
of  the  dead,  is  not  greater  than  the  injustice  done 
to  living  merit.  There  are  at  this  moment  on 
the  Northern  frontier,  in  the  armies  of  their  coun- 
try, gallant  and  virtuous  men.  Some  of  these 
are  personally  known  to  me,  who  in  purity  of 
heart,  strength  of  understanding,  extent  of  intel- 
lectual acquirements,  and  high  chivalric  honor, 
may  proudly  erect  their  crests  by  the  side  of  the 
chosen  Representative  of  the  great  State  of  New 
York. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Gas- 
ton) has  recommended  to  the  majority  modera- 
tion, liberality,  and  forbearance.  The  advice  was 
certainly  excellent,  but  why  was  it  confined  in  its 
application  ?  Why  not  extended  to  the  minority 
to  which  the  honorable  gentleman  is  attached  ? 
It  is  as  necessary  for  them  as  for  us,  and  probably 
would  have  been  more  acceptable,  since  it  was 
eiven  by  their  friend.  But  althougn  we  have  the 
benefit  of  the  gentleman's  recommendation,  we 
have  not  the  benefit  of  his  example.  He  has  not 
shown  either  that  moderation  or  that  liberality  in 
his  strictures  upon  the  majority,  which  he  asks 
at  their  hands.  It  is  true  that  his  language  is  cor- 
rect, gentlemanly,  and  polished.  No  narsh  terms 
deform  the  smootimess  of  his  periods.  But  what 
difference  is  there  between  a  direct  charge,  and 
an  allusion  not  to  be  misunderstood  1  The  one 
is  as  offensive  as  the  other.  In  the  eye  of  reason 
it  matters  not  whether  the  victim  is  struck  down 
by  the  butcher's  cleaver,  or  his  blood  drawn  by  a 
glittering  Spanish  blade.  The  first  makes  a  more 
unseemly  wound;  but  the  latter  is  equally  painful 
and  not  less  deadly.  If  there  is  any  difference, 
the  latter  weapon  is  more  dangerous,  because 
more  diflScult  to  elude.  What  means  the  dark 
insinuation,  that  now  the  majority  could  speak 
freely  of  the  Emperor  of  France?  Has. there 
ever  been  a  time  when  this  majority  could  not 
speak  freely  of  the  French  Emperor  1  If  there 
ever  was  such  a  period  in  the  history  of  this  Hall, 
my  memory  does  not  reach  to  it.  Since  the 
kindness  of  the  people  of  Georgia  has  permitted 
me  to  be  its  inmate,  such  a  charge  cannot  be  made 
with  the  shadow  of  propriety.    The  gentleman, 


in  the  same  spirit,  remarks  that  he  no  longer  fean 
the  alliance  formerly  so  dreaded — persons  are  not 
in  the  habit  of  forming  connexions  with  their 
falling  friends.  I  have  too  much  respect  (or  the 
correctness  of  his  understanding  and  the  generos- 
ity of  his  affections,  to  believe  he  expresses  Jiis 
own  ideas  of  friendship.  This  cold,  calcalating, 
and  odious  opinion  is  imputed  to  the  majority  of 
this  House.  It  is  for  them  this  worldly  sentiment 
is  expressed.  It  is  the  majority  who  are  repre* 
sented  as  shrinking  from  the  contact  of  minor* 
tune,  as  from  the  touch  of  pollution.  Sir,  the 
charge  is  unjust.  The  friendship  of  the  majority, 
if  they  have  an  j-,  and  all  bodies  of  men  feel  the 
divine  emotion,  is  as  pure  as  that  of  the  honorablfe 
gentleman  or  of  the  party  with  whom  it  is  his 
pride  to  act.  It  has  the  true  quality  of  all  pore 
affection — like  the  ivy  to  the  ruined  tower,  it  clings 
more  closely  to  its  object  as  it  totters  in  the  blast 
of  adversity.  I  am  not  to  be  understood  as  ad- 
mitting that  any  sach  attachment  exists  or  ever 
did  exist  to  the  cause  of  Fiance ;  nor  do  I  con- 
sider it  necessary  to  deny  the  influence  she  is  said 
to  have  in  our  coonciis.  That  charge  the  enemies 
of  France  do  not  believe— the  charge  which  is 
contemned  by  ail  the  respectable  statesmen  in 
Great  Britain^  which  is  confined  to  the  gronnd* 
lings  of  the  British  Parliament,  and  to  a  portion  of 
the  minority  in  this  country,  is  not  snffieiently  re« 
speotable  to  require  serious  refutation.  It  is  sin- 
gular that  the  enemies  of  the  United  Statea  think 
more  favorable  of  the  impartiality  of  the  Admin* 
istration  than  its  political  opponents. 

The  passage  ot  this  bill  is  resisted  on  the  same 
beaten  grounds  which  have  been  occupied  on  all 
other  questions  relatire  to  the  war.    The  injus- 
tice of  the  contest  in  its  commencement — the  in- 
justice of  continoinff  it  after  the  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Council — ^the  impracticability  of  efieet- 
ing  the  objects  for  which  it  is  carried  on.    Tbat 
there  was  sufficient  cause  of  war  against  Great 
Britain.  I  have  not  heard  denied*    In  this  assem- 
bly, at  least,  I  presume  there  cannot  be  found  an 
individual  whose  understanding  is  so  thoroughly 
perverted,  whose  heart  is  bo  perfectly  corrupt  as 
to  believe  that  Great  Britain  has  done  us  no  es- 
sential injury.    But  while  sufficient  cause  of  war 
is  said  to  have  existed,  while  great  injuries  are 
admitted  to  have  been  committed,  and  were  daily 
accumulating,  the  war  is  still  aftrmed  to  have 
been  relatively  unjust.    Ask  for  the  evidence  of 
this  relative  injustice,  and  the  answer  you  receive 
is  a  torrent  of  declamation  against  the  Corsican 
usurper,  the  violator  of  the  honor  and  integrity  of 
nations.    Describe  the  injuries  and  enormities  of 
England,  and  your  attention  is  invited  to  the  in- 
sults anct  aggressions  of  France.    There  are  in 
this  community  singular  politicians  who  conceive 
the  injuries  and  insults  of  France  and  England, 
like  the  equal  quantities  in  the  calculation  of  al- 
gebraic fractions,  as  of  no  other  use  than  to  ex- 
tinguish each  other.    For  my  part  I  do  not  un- 
derstand this  political  algebra.    1  rejoice  that  I 
do  not.    On  this  subject  ignorance  is  virtue  and 
knowledge  crime.    1  will  not  detain  you  by  any 
attempt  to  show  the  variance  in  magnitude  of 
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the  iDJnries  receired  from  the  two  imtions.  I 
will  not  inqaire  wbieh  of  the  two  commeoced 
the  systematic  violatioD  of  the  rights  of  Deutral 
commerce.  It  is  perfectly  indifferent  how  the 
•eeouQt  stands  on  this  qaestioo.  Admittio|;^  them 
to  be  equal  in  time  and  in  degree  of  enormity,  the 
aggressions  of  one  Power  are  no  justification  of 
the  encroachments  of  the  other.  Indeed,  every 
attempt  on  the  part  of  our  €k>vernment  in  their 
correspondence  with  the  Ministers  of  the  two  bel- 
Hgerents  to  diseass  these  questions  was- degrad- 
ing—only  to  be  excused  from  the  purity  of  its 
motives,  the  love  of  peace.  A  more  refined  and 
specious  argument  is  used  to  prove  this  relative 
iniostice,  drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  contest  in 
which  England  was  enp^aged ;  she  is  represented 
as  fighting  for  their  existence ;  and  any  injuries 
incidental  to  the  measures  adopted  by  her  tn  the 
prosecution  of  this  cause  ought  to  have  been 
borne  without  repioing  by  neutrals  whom  she 
did  not  intend  to  injure.  I  have  yet  to  learn  the 
difference  between  British  and  French  ambition. 
I  have  not  yet  seen,  and  the  history  of  latter  times 
does  not  show,  the  evidence  of  the  justice  of  the 
cause  of  Great  Briuin.  The  simple  statement 
sf  the  dispute  between  the  rival  Powers  is,  that 
Franee,  not  satisfied  with  stretching  her  giant 
arms  over  the  continent  of  Europe,  desired  to 
partake  of  the  dominion  of  ocean.*  Grreat  Brit- 
ain, riding  triumphantljr  on  the  mountain  wave, 
wished  her  power  and  influence  to  extend  to  the 
centre  of  the  Continent.  In*the  desire  of  law- 
less power ;  in  the  perfect  disregard  of  the  mo- 
rality of  the  means  by  which  these  ends  were  to 
be  accomplished,  a  feather  will  turn  the  balance 
between  them.  The  means  of  effecting  their  ob- 
jects were  easily  found.  France,  having  no  power 
on  the  ocean,  was  contending  for  the  liberty  of 
the  seas.  England,  destitute  of  Continental  in- 
fluence, was  contending  for  the  liberty  of  the 
Continent,  in  the  prosecution  of  their  darling 
project,  armies  covered  the  Continent  until  their 
march  was  stopped  by  the  barrier  of  Russian 
steel.  England  by  her  naval  superiority  has  re- 
duced all  me  valuable  colonial  possessions  of  the 
Continental  Powers,  and  is  now  in  the  quiet  en- 
joyment of  the  bloodless  conquests.  In  the  in- 
crease of  the  means  of  sustaining  the  contest, 
£lngland  had  far  exceeded  France  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  first  campaign  against  Russia. 
The  true  interest  of  the  United  States  was  that 
the  two  rivals  should  remain  in  the  same  state,  or 
that  the  overgrown  power  of  each  should  be  les- 
sened. There  is  nothing  in  the  cause  of  either 
that  demanded  our  sympathy  or  claimed  our  for- 
bearance. But  we  are  told  that  the  naval  supre- 
macy of  Great  Britain  is  necessary,  not  to  her 
1  preservation  alone,  but  to  the  preservation  of  the 
iberties  of  the  world.  It  was  the  only  barrier  to 
the  universal  dominion  of  the  Corsican.  Europe 
would  first  be  desolated  by  his  legions,  and  then 
we  should  have  been  swallowed  up  in  the  vortex 
of  his  ambition.  I  will  not  deny  the  necessity  of 
naval  superiority  to  the  safety  of  Great  Britain, 
although  such  denial  is  made  by  some  of  her  own 
politicians ;  but  modern  experience  has  shown  ^ 


that  the  march  of  the  destroyer  may  be  staved  oa 
the  land  without  the  assistance  of  her  naval  force. 
What  services  were  rendered  at  Moscow  by  her 
naval  armament?  How  did  it  promote  success 
at  the  battles  of  Leipsic  and  of  Dresden  ?  Neither 
troops  nor  any  of  the  means  of  annoyance  were 
prevented  from  reaching  the  scene  of  action  from 
France;  nor  could  this  naval  Power  afford  facility 
to  the  transportation  of  any  of  the  muniments  of 
war  to  the  allied  Powers.  Sir,  it  must  require 
something  more  than  the  folljr  of  dotage  to  assert 
it  was  necessary ;  to  prove  it  is  impossible.  The 
talisman  of  French  invincibility  was  broken  by 
other  and  by  nobler  means.  The  generous  spirit 
of  patriotism,  excited  into  enthusiasm  by  the  in* 
vasion  of  his  native  land  in  the  rugged  Kusstan, 
first  crippled  the  giant.  The  perfect  union  of  the 
allies,  pressed  together  by  the  might  of  their 
fears,  will,  if  governed  by  true  policy,  confine  him 
to  his  ancient  cell.  That  British  naval  supremacy 
is  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  United  States 
is  a  libel  upon  the  virtue  and  valor  of  this  people. 
The  people  of  these  States  hold  the  precious  in- 
heritance of  their  forefathers  by  a  nobler  tenure 
and  a  better  title.  They  hold  it  as  a  grant  from 
Heaven,  purchased  by  tne  generous  blood  of  the 
purest  men  the  world  ever  saw,  never  to  be  re* 
linquished  while  a  drop  of  that  is  found  in  the 
veins  of  the  existing  race.  The  invaluable  bless- 
ings secured  by  the  valor  of  our  ancestors  would 
oease  to  be  dear,  if  they  depended  upon  anj 
Power  for  their  preservation  but  that  ot  the  Di- 
rinity. 

[The  House  then  adjourned.  On  the  follow* 
ing  day,  February  23,  Mr.  Sbbrwooo,  of  New 
Tork,  explained  tne  remarks  to  which  Mr.  FoR- 
8TTB  alluded  yesterday.  He  did  not  say  no  valu- 
able lives  had  or  would  be  lost  in  this  contest ; 
but  that  the  numbers  would  not  be  great,  as  there 
were  few  exposed  to  its  perils.] 

Mr.  FoasTTH  said,  I  certainly  understood  the 

fentleman  to  express  the  sentiment  imputed  to 
im ;  I  lejoiee,  however,  that  he  has  corrected 
this  erroneous  impression ;  although  I  cannot  ad- 
mit the  propriety  of  the  remark  he  has  made,  it 
is  certainly  much  less  reprehensible  than  the  one 
I  believed  had  escaped  bis  lips.  I  ought  perhaps, 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  apologise  to  the  Committee  for 
occupying  a  moment  of  their  time  in  the  serious 
discussion  of  the  claims  set  up  by  Britain  and 
some  of  her  apologists  in  this  country  to  the  pro- 
tectorship of  the  religion  and  the  liberty  of  the 
world.  A  claim  coniradicred  by  all  past  history 
and  by  the  events  daily  passiag  before  our  eyes. 
The  delusions  of  self-love  may  palliate  or  excuse 
the  weakness  of  such  a  belief  m  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain,  but  we  look  in  vain  for  the  means 
of  palliation  or  excuse  to  the  American  believers 
of  this  egregious  folly.  I  am  not  so  totally  igno- 
rant of  the  human  heart  as  to  believe  that  any 
observations  will  have  any  effect  upon  wilful 
credulity.  You  appeal  in  vain  to  the  reason  and 
feeling  of  men  who  are  not  convinced  of  the  ex* 
istence  of  facts  by  plain  and  palpable  evidence. 
You  may  as  well  '^  whisper  soft  nonsense  in  dead 
beauty's  ear."    All  the  avenues  to  conviction  are 
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blocked  up  br  malignftnt  prejadiee.    Ambition 
sits  brooding  like  an  incubas  upon  their  bosoms, 
stifling  the  feeble  wailing  of  reason  and  the 
stronger  cries  of  public  virtue.    It  will  require 
the  miraculous  intervention  of  Divine  goodness 
to  correct  their  errors  and  reform  their  hearts — a 
miracle  whose  example  is  not  to  be  found  in  the 
history  of  religion.    It  is  indeed  recorded  that  the 
interference  of  Divinity  once  poured  the  light  of 
Heaven  on  the  dark  eye  of  the  blind ;  but  it  is 
not  recorded  that  omnipotent  power  ever  shed 
the  light  of  troth  upon  that  orb  which  was  wil- 
folly  closed  to  prevent  the  admission  of  iu  rays. 
But  the  days  of  miracles  are  past ;  reason  is  our 
only  guide,  and  those  who  abandon  her  direction 
most  be  left  to  the  punishment  of  their  disobe- 
dience.   To  convince  them  is  impossible ;  they 
will  die  in  their  sins,  <*unanointed  and  unan- 
nealed,'' condemned  by  the  present  race,  and  exe- 
crated in  fatnre  times.    It  may  be  asked  why 
should  arguments  be  answered  or  a  reply  at- 
tempted on  a  subject  on  which  the  evidence  is 
full  and  the  mind  already  satisfied.    These  things 
have  been  gravely  urged,  and  have  proceeded 
from  high  authority.    The  honorable  members 
of  the  minority  who  have  expressed  these  senti- 
ments have  not  the  honor  of  originating  them. 
They  first  issued  from  the  lips  of  the  Executive 
Magistrate  of  the  ancient  and  extensive  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts.    To  him  belongs 
the  high  honor  of  discovering  that  Britain  was 
the  preserver  of  human  liberty,  the  bulwark  of 
our  religion.    Observations  proceeding  from  such 
sources  deserve  examination,  and  if  there  was  no 
other  reason  for  this  examination,  I  would  make 
i(  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  boast  of  a  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gbosvsnor,)  applied 
to  other  arguments  of  equal  weight,  that  they  had 
been  urged  and  had  not  been  met.    These  have 
been  urged  and  I  shall  treat  them  as  they  deserve. 
To  what  period  of  the  history  of  her  Government 
are  we  to  look  for  the  evidence  of  her  anxiety  to 
preserve  or  perpetuate  the  blessings  of  civil  lib- 
erty, or  to  extend  that  religion  which  teaches 
peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  man  9  I  sp«ak  of 
the  Qovemment  and  not  of  the  people.    Like  all 
other  ^reat  and  wealthy  nations  the  dark  page  of 
her  history  is  bnt  a  record  of  human  turpitude, 
occasionally  illuminated  by  brilliant  actions  and 
adorned  by  the  services  of  virtuous  men.    Eter^ 
nally  struggling  for  a  remnant  of  liberty  them- 
selves, the  people  had  neither  leisure  or  inclina- 
tion to  assist  other  nations  in  a  similar  conflict. 
Mingling  in  the  turmoil  of  Continental  warfare, 
the  object  has  been  to  preserve  the  possessions  of 
the  Crown,  or  to  assist  some  of  their  ambitious 
allies  to  plunder  the  surrounding  nations.    Her 
religion  has  been  a  source  of  dreadful  persecution. 
The  stake  and  the  fire  were  the  portion  of  the 
Catholic  and  the  Protestant,  as  the  religion  of 
their  monarch  changed.    It  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten that  the  reformation  of  religious  abuses  in 
England  owed  its  success  to  the  adulterous  love 
of  the  tyrant  Henry,  the  defender  of  the  faith — 
he  preferred  the  roses  on  the  cheek  of  beauty  to 
the  consecrated  rote  of  the  Pope.    Refining  upon 


the  cruelty  of  Procrustes,  he  burned  with  the  same 
faggots  him  who  believed  too  moch  and  him  who 
believed  too  little.  But  we  may  be  told  tbat  it  is 
in  modern  times  that  these  new  crusaders  have 
commenced  their  holy  warfare.  In  what  portion 
of  her  extensive  Empire  are  we  to  look  for  the 
proof?  Ask  the  unhappy  inhabitant  of  the  pe- 
ninsula of  India  whether  his  condition  has  been 
rendered  happier,  his  religious  opinions  purified, 
by  the  humanity  and  magnanimity  of  Britain.  If 
his  virtuous  indignation  at  the  insulting  inquiry 
will  permit  him  to  answer,  he  will  point  to  the 
desolated  fields  of  his  once  terrestrial  paradise j 
he  will  recall  to  your  remembrance  the  period 
not  long  passed  when  the  air  was  filled  with  the 
cries  of  his  unhappy  countrymen  dying  of  fkmine 
from  the  aecoraed  avarice  of  these  lovers  of  the 
human  race ;  when  the  tide  of  the  Ganges  and 
the  Bnrampooter.  swollen  with  putrid  carcases^ 
rushed  more  wildly  to  the  ocean  to  hide  their  pol* 
luted  streams  in  the  interminable  wave.  But 
these  crimes  are  no  doubt  amply  atoned  for  by 
subsequent  benefits  and  the  substitution  of  the 
pore  system  of  our  religion  for  theirs.  The  op- 
pression has  only  become  systematic,  but  it  ii 
oppression  still.  The  pagom  of  the  Brahmin 
may  have  been  levelled  to  the  earth,  but  the  tem- 
ple of  Jesus  has  not  risen  in  its  stead. 

The  distant  region  of  India  may  not  be  consid- 
ered as  the  proper  sphere  for  the  exertion  of  the 
energies  of  Government  in  favor  of  religion  and 
liberty.  Nearer  Irome,  within  the  imm<3iate  in- 
fluence of  its  authority,  no  doubt  religious  purity 
and  civil  liberty  are  to  be  found  in  full  perfection. 
Ireland  fomishes  the  commentary  upon  this  text. 
The  Catholic  Irishman  who  dares  to  ofler  up 
his  sacrifices  to  Heaven  on  an  altar  of  a  form  di^ 
ferent  from  the  one  prescribed ;  who  approaches 
the  throne  of  grace  in  a  manner  most  consonant 
to  his  own  ideas  of  the  divine  nature ;  is  marked 
as  an  outcast  from  societv,  not  indeed  to  be  the 
victim  of  sanguinary  cruelty,  but  as  one  to  whom 
no  political  power  is  to  be  intrusted — i^  deprived 
by  statute  even  of  the  privilege  of  shedding  bis 

Senerous  blood  in  defence  of  bis  beloved  Erin, 
lodern  times  exhibit  no  instance  of  such  incon- 
sistency as  that  aflbrded  by  England,  who,  pro- 
fessing to  defend  the  Catholic  faith  in  Spain  and 
Portupl,  makes  it  the  cause  of  the  most  degrad- 
ing distinctions  among  her  own  people.  The 
Spaniards  and  Portuguese  who  die  in  battle  are 
heroes  and  martyrs — the  Catholic  Irishman  lives 
a  bigot  and  a  slave.  But,  sir,  I  would  ask, 
what  is  meaat  by  our  religion  ?  The  Constttu-* 
tion  of  the  United  States  Knows  no  such  terms. 
The  object  of  our  Government  is  to  regulate  the 
relations  of  man  as  a  member  of  the  society  of 
men.  It  presumes  not  to  interfere  between  the 
Creator  and  the  created.  It  gives  unto  Cemr 
the  things  that  are  Csesar's-^it  leaves  unto  Gkkl 
the  things  that  are  God's.  Perhaps  we  may  be 
told  that  it  is  the  Christian  faith  that  is  to  be 
preserved  from  destruction.  Is  it  the  faith  pre- 
scribed by  the  sycophantic  Parliament  of  Henry, 
or  is  it  the  pure  faith  of  the  Christian,  by  what- 
ever sect  or  name  it  may  be  known  ?    The  same 
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doctrines  taught  by  their  dirine  author  are  inde- 
pendent of  and  aboye  all  temporal  power.  True 
piety,  like  the  humble  taper  of  the  peasant's  cot- 
tage/throws  light  and  cheerfulness  around  its 
tenement  of  clay.  He  who  possesses  it  asks  and 
needs  no  earthly  support.  His  hopes,  his  conso- 
lations, and  his  dependence,  are  on  ^another  and 
a  better  world."  if  by  our  religion  is  meant  that 
Pharisaical  spirit  which  prompts  its  rotary  to  set 
up  exclusive  claims  to  morality  and  virtue,  which 
sends  them  even  to  the  throne  of  mercy  with 
proud  thanks  that  they  are  not  as  other  men  are, 
the  sooner  its  destruction  is  accomplished  the 
greater  will  be  the  benefit  to  the  human  race.  If 
this  spirit  of  religion  deseryes  to  be  supported  by 
human  power,  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  an  impostor 
and  a  knave,  and  Mahomet  the  true  prophet  of 
the  living  God. 

The  atrocities  of  the  present  war  are  of  them- 
selves sufficient  to  produce  conviction  on  minds, 
ordinarily  constituted,  of  the  perfect  disregard  of 
the  British  Government  to  religion  and  human- 
ity.   I  will  not  detain  you  by  any  detail  of  these 
enormities.    I  do  not  desire  to  excite  resentment 
or  inspire  detestation  by  a  recital  of  the  barbarities 
which  have  been  committed  in  different  parts  of 
the  Continent  by  the  armies  and  allies  of  England. 
But  we  tnay  inquire  how  far  reliffious  Govern- 
ments can  be  justified  in  cmpioyinf  the  means 
of  defence  and  offence,  which  involve  in  their 
destrCictive  ))ro2ress  the  man,  the  woman,  and 
the  infant;  which  spares  neither  age,  sex,  or  con- 
dition; which  riots  with  equal  joy  on  the  spoils 
of  the  armed  enemy  or  wounded  prisoner.    We 
are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Grosvenor)  that  the  employment  of  the  Indians 
was  justifiable — that  he  would  have  adopted  the 
same  means.    The  state  of  war  is  certainly  a  de- 
struction of  the  ordinary  rules  which  govern  na- 
tions in  their  conduct  to  each  other.    Even  this 
state,  however,  has  roles  which  generous  nations 
implicitly  obey;  rules  violated  by  the  employment 
of  a  force  iwhose  destructive  effect  cannot  be  con- 
trolled.   The  effect  of  the  employment  of  this 
species  of  annoyance  had  been  proved  by  past 
experience.    During  the  Revolutionary  war  it 
was  denounced  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Brit- 
ain as  destructive  and  odious.   Modern  improve- 
ments are  visible  on  this  subject.    In  England  at 
this  day  it  is  matter  of  boast  and  joy  that  the  red 
man  mingles  in  battle  by  the  side  of  his  white 
friend.    The  imagination  is  delighted  by  the  pic- 
turesque effect  of  the  tomahawk  darkening  by  the 
side  of  the  glitter  of  the  bayonet — by  the  rude 
dress  of  the  savage  viewed  in  conjunction  with 
the  splendid  costume  of  the  disciplined  soldier. 
The  groans  of  the  scalped  victim  are  no  longer 
permuted  to  strike  upon  the  ear — it  is  delighted 
bv  the  dramatic  effect  of  the  yell  of  the  savage 
filling  the  air,  in  combination  with  the  shout  of 
the  civilized  barbarian.    I  envy  no  man's  feel- 
ings who  can  believe  the  employment  of  an  In- 
dian force  justifiable.    The  conclusion,  however, 
may  be  drawn  without  the  fear  of  refutation,  that 
it  is  not  an  evidence  of  the  regard  of  Christian- 
ity ia  those  who  adopt  it. 


We  are  informed  by  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  that  our  sympathies  for 
Spain  ought  to  have  prevented  tne  declaration 
of  war :  Spain,  fighting  in  a  cause  holy  and  sa- 
cred as  the  cause  of  our  own  Revolution,  was 
injured  by  our  attempt  \o  resist  encroachments 
upon  our  rights.  There  is  no  man  who  does  not 
wish  success  to  the  Spaniards.  But,  sir,  when 
we  are  called  upon  to  make  sacrifices  and  submit 
to  injustice  on  their  account,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  examine  the  nature  of  the  contest  and 
the  probable  consequence  of  the  success  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  it.  What  is  that  cause,  which 
has  been  compared  to  our  Revolutionary  strug- 
gle ?  It  is  the  cause  of  pride,  not  of  principle. 
Pride,  which  having  its  foundation  among  the 
generous  feelings  of  the  human  heart,  may  in- 
spire admiration  and  excite  sympathy,  but  which 
is  rejected  by  reason.  The  memorable  siege  of 
Sirt-agossa  was  sustained,  the  immortal  Palafox 
died,  not  to  extend  or  preserve  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  but  for  the  paltry  privilege  of  choosing 
the  puppet  who  was  to  sit  upon  the  throne. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  memorable  strog* 
gke  Spain  was  as  completely  governed  by  French 
councils  as  if  she  had  been  an  integral  part  of  the 
Empire.  All  her  resources  were  at  the  command 
of  the  Emperor.  Napoleon  mieht  give  greater 
stability  to  his  power,  but  immediately  he  jvas  to 
gain  nothing  by  the  chang^e  of  Rings,  but  the 
grattficfttion  of  his  family  pride.  Wonderful  and 
important  eontroveray,  whether  the  descendant  of 
a  Frenchman  or  a  Corsican  should  sit  upon  the 
throne,  whether  the  political  automaton  should 
be  of  the  ancient  or  the  new  dynsaty,  a  Bourbon, 
or  a  Bonaparte;  of  a  family  whose  ancestors  haa 
usurped  power  in  times  long  past,  or  of  one  who 
had  grasped  it  with  their  own  hands  in  the  pre- 
sent days  I  And  what  was  the  consequence  of 
the  struggle  which  ensued  ?  The  resources  of 
Spain  became  the  property  of  Britain ;  no  other 
effect  was  produced  than  a  change  of  masters. 
What  difference  between  the  dominion  of  one  or 
the  other  Power?  The  people  obtain  no  yivi- 
leges  and  the  United  States  derive  no  benefits. 
To  us  it  cannot  be  importmat,  whether  the  wires 
are  moved  by  an  English  or  a  French  juggler; 
whether  the  despatches  of  Spain  are  issued  by 
Castiereagh  or  Bassano.  The  comparison  of 
this  with  our  Revolution,  is  odious  and  unjust 
profanation  to  the  ashes  of  Washington  and  his 
contemporary  patriots.  The  American  people 
fought  ror  their  own  privileges— the  Spaniards 
for  the  privileges  of  their  rulers.  Our  fathers 
fought  for  the  right  of  self-government;  for  free- 
dom, political  and  religious;  they  for  the  choice  of 
the  foot  which  is  to  trample  on  their  necks.  The 
principles  of  our  contest  seem  to  be  as  little  un- 
derstood as  the  limits  of  Constitutional  opposition. 
In  the  cause  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  situation 
of  the  world,  in  the  affairs  of  the  Peninsula,  there 
was  nothinp^  to  demand  or  require  our  forbear- 
ance to  seek  redress  even  for  incidental  injuries. 
But  were  the  Orders  in  Council  really  intended 
to  injure  France,  and  Prance  only  ?  Far  from 
it.    The  decrees,  of  which  they  pretended  to  be 
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retaliatory,  were  iooperati^e  and  useless.  It  was 
the  boast  of  the  British  Government  that  they 
were  futile  and  impotent.  No.  m,  the  object  of 
this  system  of  retaliation  upon  France,  was  to 
foster  British  at  the  expense  of  neutral  commerce. 
The  pretence  to  cover*  this  object  was  the  de- 
crees of  France.  Flimsy,  indeed,  but  still  suffi- 
cient for  a  Government  which  desires  to  cover, 
if  it  does  not  conceal,  its  real  intentions  from  the 
public  view. 

I  will  not  turn  to  the  dog-eared  volumes  of  the 
public  documents  to  show  the  correctness  of  this 
position  ;  I  will  rely  upon  the  declaration  of  two 
persons  of  ffreat  authority  on  this  subject — Per- 
ceval and  Castlereagh.  I  mif;ht  repeat  the  idea 
expressed  on  a  former  occasion  by  a  gentleman 
of  New  York,  that  the  admission  of  your  adver- 
sary is  the  best  evidence  of  the  existence  of  any 
fact  which  is  sought  to  be  proved.  In  1807,  Mr. 
Perceval  recommended  this  system  to  the  then 
Ministers,  and  was  seconded  by  Lord  Castlereagh. 
Mr.  Perceval  said : 

'*  You  might  say  that  no  goods  should  be  oanied  to 
France  except  they  first  touched  at  a  Britidi  port 
They  might  be  forced  to  be  entered  at  the  enetom- 
house,  and  a  certain  entry  impoeed  which  would  con- 
tribute to  enhance  the  price  and  give  a  better  sale  in 
the  foreign  market  to  your  commodities." 

The  object  is  here  distinctly  avowed :  it  is  not 
to  injure  France,  but  to  give  a  better  sale  to  En- 
glish commodities  in  foreign  markets  by  dimin- 
ishing the  fair  gains  of  neutral  commerce,  by 
leyylog  a  tax  upon  neutral  vessels  in  British 
ports.  What  was  the  pretext  ?  Gentlemen  may 
say,  our  submission  to  French  encroachment. 
Such  encroachments  had  not  been  made  on  our 
commerce,  or,  if  made,  were  not  known  in  this 
country  at  the  time  the  first  order  was  issued. 
Lord  Castlereagh,  in  the  debate  already  alluded 
to,  shows  that  a  pretext  could  be  found  whether 
we  were  included  in  the  operation  of  the  French 
decrees,  or  were  specially  excepted  from  their  ef- 
fects. I  will  use  his  own  words.  Speaking  of 
the  decree  of  Berlin,  he  says : 

"  Since  the  publication  of  this  decree,  which  had  at 
fiiat  been  general  as  to  all  nations,  some  communica- 
tions had  taken  place  between  the  American  Minia- 
ter  in  this  country  and  the  French  Government,  in 
consequence  of  which  some  practical  relaxation  of  the 
decree  had  taken  place.  This  was  one  ground  why 
we  should  look  upon  America  with  jealousy ;  it  was 
an  ag^avaiion  that  she  had  by  a  secret  understand- 
ing with  the  French  Government  contrived  to  take  her 
shipping  out  of  the  operation  of  the  decree  that  was 
at  first  general.*' 

Our  submission  to  a  decree  which  did  not  af- 
fect us — a  decree  admitted  to  be  useless — was  suf- 
ficient to  justify  retaliation ;  being  exempted  from 
its  priactical  effect,  was  an  aggravation  which 
justified  the  same  system!  Is  it  unfair  under 
these  circumstances  to  conclude  that  these  orders 
would  have  been  issued  had  the  decrees  of  France 
never  existed?  Some  other  pretext  equally  plau- 
sible could  have  been  imagined,  and  would  have 
been  defended  here.  We  are  not  at  this  day  to 
learn  that  the  real  motives  of  the  acts  of  that 


(government  are  as  opposite  to  those  avowed  as 
Heaven  is  to  Hell.    True  to  their  principles, 
Perceval  and  Castlereagh  were  no  sooner  admit- 
ted into  the  Ministry  than  the  plan  previously 
recommended  by  them  was  acted  upon.     What 
was  their  theory  out  of  Administration  was  their 
practice  in  it.    The  order  of  November  was  sub- 
stantially what  had  been  pressed  upon  the  former 
Ministry  when  America  was  exempted  from  the 
operation  of  the  French  decrees.    It  may  be  ima- 
gined that  this  plan  was  bottomed  upon  some  al- 
leged submission  to  the  decrees,  or  the  aggrava- 
tion of  an  exemption  from  their  effect.    In  the 
debate  on  the  subject  of  the  orders  of  November, 
instances  of  the  execution  of  the  Frencii  decrees 
are  indeed  mentioned,  but  they  are  confined  to 
the  countries  subject  to  French  arms.    The  oc- 
currences at  Hamburg  are  chiefly  relied  upon. 
But  what  is  conclusive  upon  this  point  is,  that 
they  were  persisted  in  after  the  excuse  was  taJcen 
away.    Canning,  in  1812.  said  the  Orders  in 
Council  had  lost  their  retaliatory  character,  were 
no  longer  to  be  justified  upon  the  principles  npoa 
which  they  were  issued.    What  said  the  Minis- 
ter?   His  answer  is  to  be  found- in  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Russell  in  March,  1812.    The  language  of 
the  British  Minister  here,  corresponding  with 
that  answer,  extinguished  all  hope  of  avoiding  a 
contest ;  we  were  told  in  language  not  to  be  mis- 
taken, that  these  violations  of  the  rights  of  the 
nation  would  continue  until  neutral  commerce 
was  placed  by  France  on  its  ancient  footing; 
until  the  continental   system   was  abandoned. 
Under  these  circumstances  what  was  the  duty  of 
the  Administration  of  a  free  people?    Continue 
to  endure  and  to  complain?    To  restrict  com- 
merce and  to  threaten  vengeance ;  to  pursue  the 
"  tinkering"  system^  or  to  resort  to  arms  ?    On 
this  subject,  hesitation  would  have  been  criminal. 
Honor,  justice,  and  generous  policjr,  pointed  out 
the  course  to  be  pursued,  and  their  commands 
were  obeyed.  Why  was  England  selected  ?  Tiie 
answer  is  at  hand.    With  her  all  hope  of  redress 
by  negotiation  was  at  an  end.    With  her  adver- 
sary expectation  was  still  alive.    Faint  indeed 
was  that  expectation.    The  progress  of  oar  ne- 
gotiation had  been  artfully,  infamously,  if  you 
please,  retarded ;  but  the  Administration,  as  in 
Its  conduct  to  Great  Britain,  clung  to  the  hope 
of  finally  effecting  their  just  objects  without  a 
resort  to  arms.    If  in  our  intercourse  with  these 
two  Powers  a  stronger  language  and  a  bolder 
tone  bad  been  used,  I  conless  my  satisfaction 
would  not  have  been  diminished.    But  in  Gov- 
ernments as  with  individuals;  the  form  is  noth- 
ing when  I  he  substance  is  preserved.  There  was, 
however,  another  cause  or  war.     The  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  native  and  naturalized.  We 
are  repeatedly  told,  emphatically  told,  that  Great 
Britain  does  not  claim  the  right  of  impressing 
native  Americans.    It  is  true  she  does  not  claim 
the  right,  she  only  persists  in  the  practice.    No 
great  injury  is  said  to  be  done  by  a  few  errors  on 
a  subject  on  which  to  avoid  error  is  next  to  im- 
possible.   The  American  impressed  is  discharged 
when  he  proves  his  nativity.    The  opinion  of  a 
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foolish  midshipman  or  a  surljr  officer  is  eTideoce 
suffieieot  to  make  an  American  a  sailor  of  His 
Majesty.  Bvidence  authenticated  and  formal 
can  alone,  after  a  process  of  years,  restore  him  to 
his  country.  I  say  nothing  of  the  hardships  he 
endures  during  this  purgatorial  probation.  It  is 
enough  for  him  to  know  and  feel  that  while  his 
countrymen  are  free  he  is  a  slare.  It  ha:^  been 
ursed  on  this  subject  that  the  habeas  corpus  act 
afforded  the  means  of  relief.  Of  all  arguments 
this  is  the  most  supremely  ridiculous.  The  habeas 
corpus  act  to  relieye  a  sailor  shifted  from  Yetsei  ^ 
to  vessel,  and  clime  to  clime  I  To-day  at  Cape 
Horn,  to-morrow  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  at 
one  time  scorching  under  a  tropical  sun,  at  ano- 
ther freezing  in  the  polar  regions.  Even  if  with- 
in the  reach  of  such  relief,  how  is  he  to  procure 
the  necessary  evidence?  This  is  worse  than 
mockery.  But  where  is  the  difference  between 
native  and  naturalized  seamen  ?  They  are  equal- 

i  bound  to  obey  the  laws  of  the  United  States ; 
ey  are  entitled  to  the  same  protection.  The 
Constitution  authorized  our  naturalization  laws, 
aad  the  Glovernment  is  bound  by  every  obliga- 
UoQ  of  honor  and  justice  to  protect  those  who 
Jiave  been  incorporated  into  our  political  society, 
even  though  thev  may  have  had  the  good  for- 
tune first  to  see  the  light  in  the  dominions  of  a 
King.  It  is  not  now  a  question  whether  the  laws 
on  this  subject  are  dictated  by  sound  policy ;  the 
only  inqairy  is,  what  is  the  duty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  persons  thus  circumstanced.  The  first 
?'eat  duty  is  that  of  protecting  their  persons, 
here  is  no  escaping  from  the  force  of  this  obli- 
gation without  disgrace.  The  impressment  of 
seamen  iivas  specially  stated  as  cause  of  war,  not 
to  swell  the  list  of  imaginary  grievances,  not  to 
blacken  che  character  of  our  adversarv,  as  has 
been  suggested  here,  but  as  a  ground  or  serious 
complaint,  a  practice  affecting  the  vital  principle 
of  independence.  The  doctrines  contended  for 
hj  the  Government  have  been  called  novel  doc^ 
trines.  and  to  deeply  damn  them  thev  have  been 
calleu  French  doctrines.  It  is  said  tnat  the  idea 
of  France  that  a  vessel  is  a  floating  colony  is 
adopted  here.  I  will  not  detain  the  Committee 
by  an  attempt  to  show  that  this  doctrine  is  not  of 
the  present  day,  or  to  express  my  contempt  for 
this  or  aoy  other  instance  of  our  exertion  to  ex- 
cite prejudice,  when  reason  only  ouffht  to  be  ad- 
dressed. But  I  will  show  that  this  doctrine  is  as 
old  as  the  Government  of  our  country.  The 
first  President,  whose  name  I  cannot  pronounce 
without  reverence,  General  Wasbington.  con- 
tended for  the  doctrine  that  the  flag  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  cover  and  protect  all  those  who 
sailed  under  it,  with  the  exception  of  enemy  sol- 
diers or  deserters.  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1792.  under 
the  direction  of  the  purest  and  most  virtuous 
Chief  Magistrate  ever  given  by  a  kind  Provi- 
dence to  a  grateful  nation,  writes  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Pinckney — ^  The  simplest  rule  will  be,  that  the 
vessel  beinff  American  shall  be  evidence  thai  the 
seamen  on  Doard  her  are  such."  The  same  rule, 
almost  in  the  same  words,  is  suggested  to  Mr. 
King  in  1796,  with  this  addition,  that  "  humanity 
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as  well  as  interest  powerfully  plead  for  iu  estab- 
lishment, at  least  on  the  high  seas."  This  rule 
covers  seamen  of  every  class,  not  as  an  unfore- 
seen consequence,  but  an  effect  intended  to  be 
produced.  Gk)vernment  then  insisted  that  their 
flag  should  protect  native  Americans  and  natu- 
ralized Americans,  originally  British  subjects. 
It  demanded  still  more,  that  it  should  protect 
British  subjects  not  naturalized.  In  the  letter 
already  quoted  is  to  be  found  the  following  pas* 
sage.  After  enumerating  the  persons  about  whom 
there  could  be  no  dispute,  Mr.  Pickering  writes — 

*^  The  fourth  class  consists  of  British  bom  subjects; 
but  who  or  many  of  whom  may  have  become  citizens 
subsequent  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  or  ivho  hereafter  may 
be  admitted  to  the  rights  of  citizens.  It  is  this  class 
alone  abgnt  whom  any  pretence  of  right  to  impress 
can  be  msde.  With  regard  to  these,  it  may  be  at- 
tempted to  protect  them,  as  well  in  time  of  war  as  of 
peace,  in  the  following  cases :  First,  when  they  shall 
hate  served  in  American  vessels  public  or  private  for 
the  same  term  in  which  foreigners  serving  in  British 
vessels  would  scquire  the  right  of  British  subjects, 
which  is  understoiKi  to  be  three  years ;  or,  secondly,  if 
so  much  cannot  be  obtained,  when  these  persons  origi- 
nally British  snbjects  shall  have  resided  t.'t^  years  in 
the  United  States,  and  been  formally  admitted  to  the 
rights  of  citizens  according  to  our  laws." 

I  iMiss  over  the  intermediate  correspondence 
on  tnis  subject  to  the  letter  of  a  man  who  stands 
at  the  iiead  of  the  party  called  Federal  in  the 
United  States,  to  whose  intellectual  energy  no 
praise  can  do  justice;  whose  authority  will  not 
be  disputed  by  a  party  who  feel  and  acknowl- 
edge his  superior  endowments.  In  his  letter  to 
Mr.  King  of  the  20th  of  September,  1800,  the 
Chief  Justice,  then  Secretary  of  State,  says : 

**  The  impressment  of  our  seamen  is  an  injury  of 
very  serious  magnitude,  which  deeply  afibcts  the  feel- 
ings and  honor  of  the  nation."  <^  The  right  to  im- 
press those  who  were  British  subjects  has  b^n  assert- 
ed, and  the  right  to  impress  those  of  every  other  nation 
has  not  been  disclaimed ;  neither  the  one  practice  or 
the  other  can  be  justified." 

^  The  United  Sutes  require  posiavely  that  their 
seamen,  who  are  not  British  subjects,  whether  born  in 
America  or  elsewhere,  shall  be  exempt  from  impi 


ment. 

*  The  case  of  British  subjects,  whether  naturalised 
or  not,  is  more  questionable ;  but  the  right  to  impress 
them  is  denied.  The  practice  of  Uie  British  Govern- 
ment itself  may  certainly,  in  a  controversy  with  that 
Government,  be  relied  on.  The  privilege  it  claims 
and  exercises  ought  to  be  ceded  to  others.  To  deny 
this,  would  be  to  deny  the  equality  of  nations,  and  to 
make  it  a  question  of  power,  and  not  of  right." 

These  are  the  doctrines  of  former  times,  and 
nothing  further  has  been  claimed  by  the  present 
Administration.  Revile  your  Chief  Justice; 
abuse  former  Administrations  for  these  attempted 
innovations  of  the  law  of  nations;  go  to  the 
tomb  of  Washington  and  upbraid  his  sacred  ashes 
for  these  French  abominations.  Living,  he  did 
not  escape  the  charge  of  French  influence;  why 
should  be  be  spared  when  dead  ?  You  cannot 
upbraid  the  present  Administration  for  these 
claims,  without  including  in  your  reprobation 
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those  who  gftve  them  birth.  It  is  saiiS  that  the 
iiDjvressmeDt  of  our  scameo  was  DOt  of  itself  sof- 
ficwDt  cause  of  war.  I  do  not  preteod  to  assert 
that  war  woold  have  been  declared  had  this  been 
the  ooly^  caose,  bat  that  it  would  hare  jastified 
the  declaratioD  caonot  be  qaestiooed.  A  practice 
which  produces  io juries  of  known  magnitude, 
which  deeply  afflicts  the  feelings  and  the  honor 
of  the  nation,  is ceruinly  justifiable  cause  of  war. 
This  war  may  hare  been  impolitic  and  prema- 
ture in  its  declaration,  from  the  want  of  prepara- 
tion or  anf  other  cause,  but  no  one  can  shelter 
his  opposition  to  any  measure  necessary  for  its 
prosecution,  under  the  plea  of  its  injustice,  with- 
out forfeiting  his  claims  to  public  respect. 

The  second  ground  of  excuse  or  justification 
used  is,  that  it  was  unjust  to  continue  the  war 
after  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  alleged 
to  have  been  the  anlf  caute  if  war.  This  allega- 
tion is  denied.  These  orders  were  not  the  only 
cause  of  war.  Without  attempting  to  show  the 
policy  and  necessity  of  settling  all  the  points  of 
dispate,  I  will  examine  howYar  Great  Briuin 
exhibited  a  disposition  to  do  us  justice  in  her  act 
of  repeal.  An  indifferent  spectator  of  such  a  con- 
test between  two  nations,  when  told  that  the  in- 
juring party  had  giren  the  strongest  proof  of  her 
good  faith  and  lore  of  peace,  would  conclude 
that  the  injustice  complained  of  had  ceased ;  that 
ample  security  was  provided  against  a  repetition 
of  the  injury,  and  remuneration  for  that  already 
inflicted  was  offered  or  made.  How  is  the  fact  ? 
The  very  act  of  repeal  asserts  the  justice  of  the 
system ;  insists  upon  the  right  of  again  resorting 
to  it  if  necessary ;  affects  to  confer  a  favor  by  its 
suspension  of  abandonment.  Where  was  the  se- 
curity against  future  and  similar  aggressions? 
Where  was  the  remuneration  for  the  millions  of 
American  property  poured  into  the  royal  coffers 
as  droits  of  the  Admiralty?  Will  it  be  pretended 
thai  this  remuneration  is  not  to  be  expected? 
Will  gentlemen  who  rave  about  the  millions  im- 
perially plundered  from  us  bv  France,  quietly 
surrender  to  Great  Britain  the  royal  portions 
which  have  been  mo^t  iniquitously  condemned 
In  her  Courts  of  Admiralty  ?  They  ask  at  the 
hands  of  the  Admioistratioo  an  account  of  the 
proper tv  seized  under  the  decree  of  Berlin,  Mi- 
lan, and  Rambouillet.  The  Administration  de- 
mand restoration  from  France,  and  this  demand 
would  have  been  made,  although  her  banners  had 
floated  over  prostrate  Russia,  although  her  impe- 
rial eagles  had  been  planted  on  the  walls  of  St. 
Petersburg.  We  look  for  the  same  justice  from 
both  these  nations.  Perhaps  the  Minister,  Admi- 
ral Warren,  was  vested  with  full  powers  to  sup- 
ply these  deficiencies  ;~he  who  came  to  heal  our 
divisions,  to  afford  our  Crovernment  a  glorious 
opportunity  of  stopping  the  effusion  of  human 
blood.  He  came  to  iolorm  us  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  were  repealed ;  to  propose  an  armistice. 
If  accepted,  was  be  to  arrange  the  subjects  of  dis- 
pute between  the  two  nations?  Nothing  like  it. 
To  arrange  with  the  Secretary  of  State  "'  as  to 
the  revocation  of  the  laws  which  interdict  the 
commerce  and  ships  of  war  of  Great  Britain  from 


the  waters  and  harbors  of  the  United  Sutes.'' 
This,  and  this  only,  was  his  errand.  Ample 
atonement  had  already  been  made  by  the  repeal 
for  all  our  injuries  of  every  description  and  char- 
acter. Nothing  further  was  or  could  be  expected, 
I  and  this  is  the  glorious  opportunity  lost  by  the 
I  Administration ;  this  is  what  is  called  by  the 
j  Legislature  of  BAassachusetts,  in  their  celebrated 
j  remonstrance,  the  signal  proof  of  the  good  faith 
!  and  disposition  to  peace  of  the  British  nation. 
But  this  repeal  was  not  even  a  compliance  with 
^e  promise  of  her  Ministry.  They  promiaed  an 
absolute  revocation  of  their  Orders  in  Council 
whenever  the  decrees  were,  by  an  authentic  act 
of  the  French  Government,  publicly  promul- 
gated, repealed.  When  this  authentic  act  on 
the  part  of  the  French  Government,  which  had 
been  shamefully  withheld  or  fraudulently  ante» 
dated,  was  promulgated,  they  comply  with  their 
promise  by  a  repeal  in  Jane,  which  was  to  take 
effect  in  the  August  succeeding.  What  was  the 
reason  of  this  procmactnation  to  do  JOitice ;  of 
this  violation  ot  their  engagement?  The  evenia 
which  have  since  occurred  in  the  North  of  Bo- 
rope  point  with  unerring  certainty  to  the  cause. 
France  and  Russia  were  disputing  about  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  eontioentu  system*  The  De- 
liverer had  not  yet  determined  to  ddiver  him- 
self from  the  iron  grasp  of  the  Imperial  Cord- 
can  ;  he  had  not  yet  resolved  "  to  sec  his  crown 
upon  a  cast  and  stand  the  hazard  of  the  die;" 
before  August  these  facts  were  to  be  ascer- 
tained. Is  it  a  strained  or  unfair  cooelnsion  to 
draw  from  these  premises  that  these  cireum* 
stances  were  hoped  for?  If  they  occurred,  the 
system  could  be  continued ;  if  they  did  not  hap> 
pen,  it  was  to  be  suffered  to  here  expire. 

The  Administration  of  this  country,  which  has 
been  represented  as  plungiiig  the  nation  unnecea* 
sarily  into  this  war ;  which  is  represented  as  seek- 
ing for  unauthorized  excuses  for  continuing  it, 
overlooked  all  these  evidences  of  injustice,  and 
considered  the  overture  of  Admiral  Warren  na 
made  in  the  spirit  of  peace,  and  by  a  Minister 
having  full  power  to  arrange  all  the  matters  in 
controversy.  They  did  not  demand,  as  has  been 
represented  here,  the  abandonment  of  the  right 
of  impressment  as  a  preliminary  to  negotiation ; 
they  demanded  the  suspension  of  the  practice 
during  the  proposed  cessation  of  hostilities.  This 
was,  to  be  sure,  a  most  ontra^^us  and  unjuati- 
fiable  demand.  The  war  which  prevented  thia 
practice  was  to  cease,  and  thia  practice  was  to  be 
resumed  and  exercised,  because  the  Orders  in 
Council  were  to  cease  in  Auaust,  if  it  pleaaed 
the  Prince  Regent  Yet  this  demand  is  consid- 
ered as  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the  bad  faith  of 
our  rulers,  and  their  disposition  to  feast  on  the 
bloody  banquet,  by  those  who  see  in  the  conduct 
of  Great  Britain  signal  proofs  of  her  good  faith 
and  disposition  to  peace.  An  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Pitkin.)  addressing 
you  on  this  subject,  has  said  that  the  high  claims 
of  the  Gk>vernment  are  now  abandoned;  now  the 
matter  is  to  be  arranged.  By  an  arrangement, 
the  gentleman  understands  the  rights  contended 
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for  are  surrendered.    This  is  certainlf  a  new  dis* 
corerjT  in  the  diplomatic  seienee.    Heretofore.  I 
had  QDderstood,  that  whenever  the  rigfhts  or  the 
claims  of  iodepeadeot  nations  clashed,  the  only 
mode  was  an  arrangement^  which  was  understood 
to  give  to  each  the  rights  it  respectively  claimed, 
or  such  a  relaxation  on  each  side  as  to  prevent 
future  collisions  in  their  exercise.    It  seems  the 
superior  experience  of  the  gentleman  has  discov- 
ered that  this  is  not  the  effect.    But  if  an  arrange- 
ment is  a  surrender  of  right,  and  such  an  arrange- 
ment \9  made.  Great  Britain,  a  party  to  it,  must 
abandon  her  claims;  and  this,  we  are  told,  will 
never  he  done.    In  the  letter  of  Mr.  Monroe  to 
Admiral  Warren^  which  has  been  frequently  quo- 
ted as  affording  evidence  of  the. desire  of  the 
Administration  to  continue  tlie  war,  this  cabalis- 
tic word  arrangement,  which  it  seems  is  synony- 
mous with  abandonment  of  our  claims,  is  used, 
and  the  basis  upon  which  it  can  be  made  is  sug- 
gested. 

Either  the  Administration  was  then  prepared 
to  abandon  a  right  for  the  sake  of  peace,  or  they 
are  not  yet  prepared  to  surrender  it.  I  leave  the 
choice  to  those  who  have  involved  themselves 
in  the  contradiction  of  such  unwarranted  asser- 
tions. The  conduct  of  the  Administration  has 
been  uniform  and  consistent.  They  asked  of 
Admiral  Warren  what  is  still  asked  at  the  hands 
of  the  British  Gk)vernment;  what  must  be  granted 
at  the  risk  encountered  oi  continuing  the  contest 
for  one  hundred  ^rears. 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  the  last  and  most  extraor* 
dinary  ground  assumed  by  the  minority — the'im- 
practicability  of  attaining  the  objects  of  the  con- 
test These  objects  are  the  preservation  of  the 
property  and  persons  of  American  citizens  from 
unjust  violation  on  the  common  highway  of  na- 
tions. And  is  it  seriously  asserted  that  this  can- 
not be  effected  ?  If  we  are,  indeed,  so  weak  and 
worthless  as  not  to  be  able  to  protect  our  citizens 
in  the  enjoyment  of  these  fundamental  rights, 
let  the  fact  be  proved  by  experience,  and  the  peo- 
ple will  apply  the  remedy.  The  Declaration  of 
independence  will  be  torn  to  atoms,  and  its  frag- 
ments scattered  on  the  winds;  the  Constitution, 
the  model  of  perfection  to  human  institutions, 
will  be  reduced  to  ashes ;  perhaps  from  its  embers 
a  better  order  of  things  may  arise.  I  ha?e  no 
apprehension  on  this  subject;  our  demands,  to 
the  extent  to  which  the  Administration  are  bound 
to  go,  will  be  granted  whenever  it  is  the  interest 
of  ouf* enemy  to  quit  the  contest;  whenever  it  is 
,  shown  that  the  hopes  of  division  ki  our  country 
are  delosire.  On  that  part  of  the  dispute  which 
relates  to  impressment,  we  are  informed  that 
Great  Britain  cannot  yield  to  our  demands  with- 
out endangering  her  existence.  Her  existence 
does  not  depend,  I  presume,  upon  the  practice 
of  impressing  our  seamen ;  and  we  hare,  at  all 
times,  been  ready  to  take  away  the  excuse  for  its 
continuance,  by  refusing  to  employ  British  sub* 
jects.  Peace  can  be  concluded  without  surren- 
dering or  jeopardizing  their  interest  or  ours.  It 
is  indifferent  what  the  arrangement  may  be  with 
ngar d  to  foreigners ;  but  with  regard  to  our  own 


citizens,  whether  native  or  naturalized,  their  seon- 
rity  must  be  stipulated,  or  we  quit  the  field  with 
a  wound  incurable,  for  it  affixes  a  stigma  on  the 
national  honor. 

'  There  are  other  obj^tions  urged,  not  particu- 
larly applicable  to  this  loan,  but  to  all  others  the 
Qovernment  may  require.  A  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Shbppet)  has  taken  infinite  pains 
to  prove  the  incapacity  of  the  people  to  lend :  his 
whole  argument  turned  upon  the  supposed  want 
of  circulating  medium*  I  do  not  pretend  to  ac- 
curate information  on  the  subject  of  ihe  financial 
concerns  of  my  own  country,  much  less  of  those 
of  other  nations.  But  this  doctrine  is  contrary 
to  what  I  understand  to  be  well-founded  opinions 
upon  this  subject.  The  experience  of  Great  Brit- 
ain is,  however,  conclusive  i^inst  the  soundness 
of  his  assumed  position.  Her  loans  have  quadru- 
pled the  amount  of  her  circulating  medium^  and 
yet  no  difficulty  has  erer  occurred  to  prevent  them 
from  being  obtained.  Two  facts  to  which  the  gen* 
tleman  referred  in  support  of  his  doctrines,  I  must 
beg  leave  to  controvert.  In  the  first,  there  is  a 
fatal  mistake  in  the  statement;  in  the  second^  the 
conclusion  drawn  from  its  existence  is  fallacious. 
We  haTe  been  informed  that  the  slaveholders  of 
Georgia  have  no  money  to  lendj  or  no  doubt  it 
would  have  been  advanced  for  the  support  of  this 
righteous  and  necessary  war.  I  misht  be  excused 
for  some  remarks  upon  this  sneer  ofthe  Represen- 
tative of  slaveholders  upon  the  people  by  whose 
kindness  I  have  the  honor  to  address  you  on  this 
flopr ;  but,  in  truth,  such  feeble  attempts  at  serer- 
ity,  if  they  ever  deserved  notice,  have  long  since 
lost  their  claims  to  distinction  by  hackneyed  use* 
The  people  of  Georgia  are  firmly  convinced  of 
the  justice,  the  necesssity,  and  the  policy  of  the 
war,  and  they  have  proved  their  devotion  to  its 

Sri oci pies  by  advancing  their  treasure  and  shad- 
ing their  blood.  It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  the 
money  loaned  in  Georgia  was  loaned  by  the  hanks. 
The  stock  of  the  banks  is  the  property  of  the  citi- 
zens— the  loan  subscribed  is  paid  with  their  money 
and  for  their  use.  They  have  more  to  be  applied 
to  the  same  purpose ;  and  the  extent  of  their  ex- 
ertions will  be  limited  only  by  the  extent  of  their 
power.  It  is  with  pride  I  call  the  attention  of 
the  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  and  all 
others,  to  the  contrast  exhibited  by  the  conduct 
of  the  people  of  Georgia  and  that  of  their  North- 
ern brethren,  who  are  not  slaveholders.  When 
called  upon  to  perform  military  services,  they 
were  not  stopped  by  an  imaginary  line  in  the  per- 
formance or  their  duty.  No  Chinese  wall  was 
interposed  by  prejudice  and  policy  to  the  accom- 
plishment or  their  object.  They  did  not  stop 
with  an  enemy  in  view,  to  settle,  under  the  iii- 
fluence  of  dishonorable  fears,  the  limits  of  their 
Constitutional  obedience.  The  other  fact  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  is  taken  from  Virginia. 
It  is  that  the  State  Legislature  have  been  obliged 
to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, as  an  inducement  to  the  postponement  of 
the  payment  of  the  debt  due  by  the  State  to  the 
Bank.  From  the  peremptory  call  of  the  Bank 
upon  the  LegislaCure  for  the  payment  of  the  debt 
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and  the  sabseqaent  arrangement,  the  oDncluston 
is  drawn,  that  the  Bank  will  not  be  aole  to  ad- 
Tance  money  to  the  General  Gk>yernment.  I 
would  ask  if  the  increase  of  the  capital  stock  will 
not  increase  the  capacity  to  make  loans  either  to' 
the  State  Qoyernment  or  to  the  United  States? 
But  can  it  be  possible  that  the  gentleman  should 
have  overlooked  the  inextricable  difficulty  in 
which  he  is  inroWed  ?  There  is  capital  enough 
in  Virginia—- there  is  capital  to  be  employed  in 
manufactures — there  is  capital  waiting  to  be  em- 
ployed in  commerce  when  a  change  of  circum- 
stances will  permit;  but  there  is  no  capital  to  be 
employed  in  loans  to  Gk)Ternmeott  Even,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  opinions,  if  the  loan  is  not  sub- 
scribea,  it  will  not  be  for  the  want  of  the  neces- 
sary capital.  A  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Hanson,)  perceiving  the  dangerous  ground  upon 
which  this  argument  would  place  the  Opposi- 
tion, has  denied  that  there  Is  want  of  the  means 
of  making  loans,  but  that  this  loan  cannot  be  bad 
from  the  want  of  faith  in  the  Government — the 
public  credit  is  destroyed.  [Mr.  H.  explained  his 
observations— he  did  not  say  that  the  public  credit 
was  destroyed,  but  that  the  public  faith  bad  been 
Tiolated ;  that  the  measures  pursued  by  the  Ad- 
ministration wouldjf  continued,  destroy  the  pub- 
lic credit]  I  have  no  desire  to  misstate  the  argu- 
ment; nor  do  1  perceive  very  clearly  the  differ- 
ence in  its  force  or  application,  as  stated  by  me, 
or  explained  by  himself.  If  the  public  faith  has 
been  violated,  the  public  credit  must  be  impaired. 
If  it  is  the  tendency  of  a  system  ot  measures  to 
destroy  public  credit,  the  work  of  destruction 
commences  with  the  birth  of  the  system.  The 
s^rmptoms  of  decay  are  no  doubt  immediately 
Tisible.  Time  and  experience,  the  best  possible 
criteria  of  the  correctness  of  financial  theory, 
have  already  shown  the  fallacy  of  similar  opin- 
ions, and  to  the  same  unerring  test  I  am  willing 
to  leave  the  decision  of  this  dispute.  The  year 
which  is  now  rolling  rapidly  over  us  will  not  pass 
without  again  convincing  gentlemen  of  the  folly 
of  their  prediction — even  though,  in  the  true  spirit 
of  modern  prophecy,  all  their  power  should  again 
be  exerted  to  produce  their  fulfilment. 

But  why  is  this  formidable  opposition  made  to 
this  bill?  If  the  object  cannot  be  obtained,  it  is 
a  dead  letter.  The  supreme  wish  of  the  gentle- 
men will  be  accomplished.  The  Administration 
will  be  embarrassed.  A  peace  dictated  by  Great 
Britain  will  be  the  consequence.  The  victim, 
bound  hand  and  foot,  will  be  placed  on  the  altar, 
and  Great  Britain  will  no  doubt,  with  her  usual 
magnanimity,  use  the  knife  of  sacrifice,  in  the 
opinions  of  the  minority,  to  cut  the  cords  by 
which  the  rictim  is  confined — in  ours,  to  shed  its 
blood  as  a  propitiatory  offering  to  the  god  of  her 
idolatry. 

In  obedience  to  the  fashion  of  this  Hall,  I  will 
indulge  myself  in  some  concluding  observations 
on  the  nature  of  the  opposition  to  the  present  sys- 
tem pursued  by  the  Government.  The  right  of 
opposition  in  our  country  is  holy.  Every  man 
who  does  not  violate  the  Constitution  or  the  laws 
is  the  judge  of  the  moral  propriety  of  bis  own 


conduct.  I  am  do  casuist,  capable  of  ascertaining 
the  depravity  or  correctness  of  human  conduct 
by  a  nicely  graduated  scale  of  moral  proportions. 
Attempts  of  this  kind  if  not  improper  are  at  least 
useless.  I  shall  not  therefore  trouble  yoa  with 
any  remarks  upon  moral  treason,  or  the  warmth 
which  an  attempt  at  its  definition  has  produced* 
All  opposition  in  free  (governments  has  for  its 
end  a  change  of  public  opinion,  and  by  this  means 
a  transfer  of  the  power,  which  is  dependent  upon 
it,  from  the  hands  of  the  incumbents  to  the  prin- 
cipal agents  opposed  to  their  system.  The  ob- 
ject is  honoraUe — the  end  to  be  accomplished 
noble.  What  can  be  more  honorable  than  to 
guide  and  direct  public  opinion — ^what  more  noble 
than  the  enjoyment  of  the  confidence,  the  gui- 
dance of  the  destinies  of  a  free  and  virtuous  peo- 
ple !  But  the  importance  and  greatness  of  the 
object  does  not  justify  every  means  of  obtaining 
it.  Like  ail  other  human  pursuits,  its  character 
is  fixed  by  the  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted. 
Have  the  means  used  by  the  minority  sinee  the 
commencement  of  the  war  been  worthy  of  their 
object-^have  they  been  Tirtuous  or  vicious?  I 
appeal  to  the  facts  upon  record,  and  leave  the  de- 
cision to  the  people  whose  judgment  is  to  be  final. 
An  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
(Mr.  Webster)  has  said,  that  the  minority  know 
the  limits  of  Constitutional  opposition — beyond 
these  they  will  not  travel — ^up  to  them  they  will 
march  fearlessly.  ''  They  are  not  of  a  school  in 
'  which  insurrection  is  taught  as  a  virtue.    They 

*  will  not  seek  promotion  through  the  paths  of 
'  sedition,  nor  qualify  themselves  to  serve  their 
'  country  in  any  of  the  high  departments  of  its 

*  (jbvernment,  by  making  rebellion  the  firat  ele- 
^  ment  of  their  political  science."  I  admire  the 
manliness  of  the  sentiment,  and  the  beauty  of  the 
language  in  which  it  is  expressed.  The  one  is  a 
proof  of  the  strength  of  his  understanding — the 
other  of  the  purity  of  his  taste.  But  how  is  this 
declaration  to  be  reconciled  to  other  remarks 
which  have  been  expressed  here?  We  have 
been  amused  with  critical  dissertations  upon  the 
strength  of  the  Eastern  Sutes — upon  their  ab- 
horrence of  oppression.  Custom-houses  and  cus- 
tom-house officers  have  been  threatened  with 
destruction.  Is  physical  strength  to  settle  the 
great  Constitutional  questions  which  have  been 
raised  in  the  present  day?  The  offices  and  offi- 
cers created  and  appointed  by  the  constituted  au- 
thorities, can  only  be  put  down  by  the  point  of 
the  bayonet  I  Gentlemen  say  they  do  noi  ad- 
vise the  people  to  pursue  this  course.  They  only 
tell  them  such  a  course  would  be  justifiable. 
They  do  not  recommend  the  recurrence  to  force, 
but  they  say,  if  the  Constitution  is  violated,  such 
force  is  proper  and  necessary.  And  we  haTe  been 
told  more  than  once,  that  we  have  violated  the 
Constitution  and  oppressed  the  people  of  the  Bast. 
Such  doctrines  are  not  recon'^ilable  with  the 
opinions  of  the  gentlemen  from  New  Hampshire; 
whatever  may  be  his  case,  some  of  the  party  of 
which  he  is  a  member  are  willing  to  make  rebel- 
lion, if  not  the  first,  at  least  one  of  the  elements 
of  their  political  science.    What  has  bMomc  of 
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that  Jadieiary  heretofore  considered  the  safeguard 
of  the  CoDsiitational  rights  of  the  people — the 
eheck  upon  Legislatire  usurpations?  Are  its 
members  changed — have  they  become  time  ser- 
vers and  sycophants  to  the  dominant  party — do 
they  fear  the  responsibility  of  deciding  on  such 
important  questions  ?  The  members  of  the  court 
are  not  changed.  The  idol  of  the  Opposition  is 
still  head  of  the  judicial  tribunals.  The  judges 
are  not  tremblers  or  time  servers.  That  court 
which  on  a  question  of  mere  jurisdiction  travelled 
out  of  the  record  to  express  an  opinion  against 
the  Administration  of  their  country,  will  court  the 
responsibility  of  pronouncing  judgment  against 
them,  if  they  are  not  forbidden  by  principles  too 
strong  to  be  reasoned  down. 

It  is  impossible  to  leave  this  subject  without 
adverting  to  the  conduct  of  a  portion  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Massachusetts,  the  direct  tendency 
of  which  has  been  to  lead  to  a  separation  of  the 
Union.  Infiammatorjr  resolutions,  violent  com- 
plaints of  the  injustice  and  oppression  of  the 
General  Qovernment  have  been  heaped  upon 
each  other,  to  stimulate  public  prejudice,  to  pre- 
pare the  public  mind  for  stronger  and  more  de- 
cided steps.  Think  not,  sir,  I  advert  to  these 
Ibiogs  from  any  apprehension  that  these  schemes 
will  be  effectual.  I  mention  them  to  express  my 
profound  contempt  for  their  impotent  madness. 

The  leaders  of  these  factious  spirits  are  pre- 
vented from  carrying  their  wishes  fully  into  op- 
eration^by  two  powerful  divinities^-interest  and 
fear.  The  love  of  the  Union  is  yet  sufficiently 
strong,  in  defiance  of  artifice  and  falsehood,  to 
strike  down  the  ruffian  who  dares  to  lift  his 
sacrilegious  hand  against  the  Constitution  by 
which  that  Union  is  to  be  perpetuated — the  love 
of  the  Union  among  the  people  of  the  East  them- 
selves. These  infatuateji  leaders  have  not  the 
nerve  to  carry  into  execution  their  mad  designs. 
He  who  cowers  under  the  falcon  eye  of  an  indig- 
nant adversary,  will  not  court  the  fiery  glance  of 
angry  steel. 

But  if  there  is  to  be  found  a  leader  who  to  the 
necessary  corruption^  and  to  deadly  ambition, 
adds  the  nerve  requisite  to  perform  "  the  first- 
lings of  his  heart ;"  if  by  his  influence  madmen 
enough  should  enlist  under  his  banners,  the  eye 
of  reason  can  look  fearlessly  beyond  the  imme- 
diate coDsequences  to  the  final  result.  That  re- 
sult is  not  dubious.  The  elements  of  society 
may  be  set  in  motion,  may  mingle  in  dreadful 
strife ;  the  earth  may  rock  to  its  deep  foundations, 
but  not  one  stone  of  the  fabric  of  our  Government 
will  be  shaken  from  its  place.  Dreadful  will  be 
the  consequences— horrible  the  scenes  which  will 
probably  ensue.  The  fairest  region  of  our  coun- 
try may  become  a  "  desert  wild.''  The  poor  man's 
•cottage  and  the  rich  man's  palace  may  together 
be  crumbled  to  dust.  The  blood  of  the  innocent 
and  the  f^uilty,  of  the  recreant  and  the  brave,  may 
mingle  in  one  common  stream — but  one  conso- 
lation is  still  left  to  virtue;  those  who  raised  the 
tempest  will  be  the  first  victims  of  its  fury. 

When  Mr.  Forstth  had  concluded— 

Mr.  RoBBBTBON  spokc  as  follows:  Mr.  Chair- 


man, I  am  not  surprised  at  the  reluctance  of  gen- 
tlemen to  take  the  floor.  I  feel  sensibly  the  ef- 
fects of  my  own  temerity.  But  if,  after  the  elo- 
quent address  of  my  friend  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Forstth^  I  should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain 
the  attention  of  the  Committee,  I  promise  for  no 
ereat  length  of  time  to  trespass  on  their  patience. 
Indeed,  I  am  not  desirous  of  making  a  long  speech ; 
1  am  not  ambitious  of  that  fame  which  is  to  be 
acquired  ^  by  holding  out  to  tire  each  otherdown." 
And  if  tbe  opinion  of  Swift  be  correct,  that  we 
speak  with  facility  in  the  direct  ratio  of  the  pau- 
city of  our  ideas,  then  is  there  little  credit  to  be 
gained  by  haranguing*— 

tt  From  mom  to  noon,  from  noon  to  dewy  eve— 
A  Summer's  day." 
Various  and  diffuse  have  been  the  subjects  pre- 
sented to  our  view :  many  of  them  foreign  to  the 
question  under  consideration,  but  all,  diversified 
as  they  have  been  by  ingenuity,  and  animated  by 
declamation,  of  great  interest  and  importance,  i 
do  not  object  to  this  excursive  examination—it 
has  high  and  ancient  authority.  Homer  proposed 
to  sing  Achilles's  wrath,  and  he  gave  us  the  ten 
years  siese  of  Troy.  I  will  not,  however,  avail 
myself  of  the  full  extent  of  my  privilege;  I  will 
not  pass  over  in  silence  the  subject  which  has 
given  rise  to  this  debate.  It  yields  in  importance 
to  none.  It  concerns  the  honor,  the  existence  of 
the  nation.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  follow  gen- 
tlemen through  the  .mad  and  melancholy  mazes 
of  their  argument,  to  prove  that  funds  ought  not 
to  be  furnished ;  or  that  the  plan  which  has  been 
recommended  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  if  adopted,  would  be  ruinous  to  the  re- 
sources and  credit  of  the  nation.  Is  the  loan  ne- 
cessary, and  can  it  be  procured  ?  It  is  sufficient, 
in  the  first  place,  to  answer,  that  we  are  at  war ; 
that  war  cannot  be  carried  on  without  money ; 
that  money  is  its  sinew.  But  gentlemen  sav  that 
war  is  unnecessary.  Such  has  not  been  always 
the  language  of  Federalists.  Previously  to  the 
commencement  of  hostilities.  Congress  was  inun- 
dated with  memorials  from  different  parts  of  the 
United  States,  particularly  from  the  Bast— partie* 
ularly  from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut — ex* 
patiatinff  in  indignant  terms,  and  painting  in 
vivid  colors  British  injuries  and  insults  inflicted 
on  our  commerce  and  offences  to  our  flag;  and 
pledging  their  support  to  whatever  measures,  list- 
ening to  their  furious  counsels,  the  Government 
might  be  induced  to  adopt.  Then,  according  to 
the  *"  sainted  pilgrims,"  the  United  States  were 
niggards  of  blood  and  treasure.  Then  we  were 
told  by  a  celebrated  Jacobin  of  the  East,  who  held 
a  seat  in  this  House,  and  who  employed  himself 
at  that  time,  as  he  does  now,  in  bullvinff  the  Qov- 
ernment, that  we  *^  could  not  be  kicked  into  a 
war."  But  let  us  admit  for  a  moment  that  war 
was  not  unavoidably  commenced;  is  it  true,  as 
is  often  asserted,  thai  no  wish  is  felt,  no  tnort 
made  to  obtain  an  honorable  peace  ?  A  slight 
attention  to  facts  will  confute  this  charge.  So 
soon  as  information  was  received  of  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  Mr.  Russell  was  instructed 
to  propose  an  armistiee  on  terms  of  perfect  justice 
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and  reciprocity.  This  the  British  CSovernoMOt 
rejected^  and  rejected  in  a  maoDer  in  the  highest 
degree  insultiog  to  America.  When  the  Empe- 
ror of  Russia,  the  ally  of  England,  offered  his 
mediation  to  effect  a  pacification,  it  was,  although 
readily  accepted  by  us,  unhesitatingly  rejected 
by  that  Gorernment.  Now,  at  a  later  period, 
when  the  enemy  has  held  out  the  olive*braneh, 
be  is  met  promptly  with  corresponding  views  on 
onr  part.  But  all  this  is  nothing :  you  lost,  say 
ffentlemen,  the  golden  opportuoit^f  when  you  re-, 
fused  to  close  with  the  proposition  of  Admiral 
Warren.  Yes,  Admiral  Warren  proposed  an 
armistice,  leaving  the  seamen  of  our  country, 
whose  rights  we  took  up  arms- to  secure,  at  the 
mercy  of  subaltern  officers  and  drunken  press- 
giDgs. 

Bat  all  our  efforts  to  obtain  peace  are  treated 
as  our  efforts  were  to  avoid  war.  They  are  mis- 
represented and  derided.  The  Russian  media- 
tion was  declared  to  have  been  unauthorized  by 
the  Russian  monarch.  Mr.  Daschkoff  and  the 
Bzceutive  fabricated  it  to  amuse  and  deceive  the 
public !  The  correspondence  on  that  subject,  in 
all  respectsso  honorable  to  our  (government,  lately 
laid  before  the  world,  has  covered  the  authors  of 
these  calumnies  with  dismay  and  confusion.  Yes, 
the  acceptance  of  the  Russian  mediation  met  with 
the  most  illiberal  opposition,' and  acceding  to  the 
late  proposition  of  the  enemy  to  negotiate,  is  beg- 
ging for  peace,  is  strikins  our  flag.  Gkntlemen 
"Wiir  be  mistaken  in  their  tears  or  their  hopes.  To 
treat  on  the  proposed  basis  of  "  the  laws  of  nations 
and  British  maritime  rights,"  is  one  and  the  same. 
Britain  has  maritime  rights,and  so  has  every  other 
independent  sovereignty. 

The  hackneyed  charge  of  French  influence  has 
been  in  a  great  measure  abandoned.  Mr.  Foster, 
within  the  walls  of  Parliament,  where  their 
^  friends  in  Congress"  were  spoken  of,  acquits  us 
of  this.  The  Emperor  Alexander,  now  the  theme 
of  Federal  eulogy,  but  doomed  soon  to  become 
the  subject  of  their  bitterest  hate,  says,  that  "  tok- 
*  ing  pleasure  in  doing  justice  to  the  wisdom  of 
'  tlie  Government  of  the  United  States,  he  is 
'  convinced  that  it  has  done  all  that  it  could  do 
'  to  prevent  this  rupture." 

The  uniform  conduct  of  the  Administration  in 
the  days  of  the  proudest  splendor  of  France,  and 
in  those  of  her  comparative  depression,  alike 
removed  from  obsequious  yielding  or  contemptu- 
ous eioltation,  the  want  ot  co-operation,  the  ab- 
aeiiee  of  alliance  beWeen  the  two  nations,  all  give 
the  lie  to  this  accusation,  so  often  repeated,  so 
oonstantly  refuted  by  facts  and  events. 

But  admit  for  a  moment,  in  the  £ice  of  the 
clearest  evidence,  that  the  war  is  unnecessary ; 
that  it  is  unjust ;  that  it  originated  in  French  in- 
fluence ;  that  no  efforts  have  been  made  to  bring 
it  to  an  honorable  termination — shall  we  not  de- 
fend ourselves  ?  Shall  we  abandon  the  country  ? 
Is  not  England  at  war  with  us  ?  And  ought  not 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  ^Mr. 
Sbbppet)  who  proposed  that  we  should  proclaim 
tiMt  it  was  not  our  intention  to  attack  the  enemy, 
also  to  have  provided  that  the  enemy  should  not 


attack  us  1    His  proposition  would  at  least  have 
been  consistent  in  absurdity. 

If,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  state  of  the  nation  re- 
quires funds,  can  the  loan  contemplated  be  <»b- 
tained  ?  It  is  on  all  hands  admitted  that  it  can. 
Certain  predictions  of  eventual  national  bank- 
rnjptcy  are  hazarded ;  but  at  present  there  is  no 
difficulty  or  danger.  On  the  subject  of  finanee 
we  have  witneswd  much  labor  and  experienced 
much  fatigue.  It  has  tended  to  make  ^  coofusioB 
worse  confounded."  In  my  researches  I  too 
have  met  with  a  principle,  I  dare  say  wa  true  as 
any  we  bare  heard,  and  infinitelv  more  coo  veoient 
and  apposite.  The  celebrated  JEkrrenMdtwand 
lays  it  down  as  a  most  valuable  discovery,  ^  that 
'  a  regular  and  constant  increase  in  the  expendi- 
'  ture  of  the  Government,  is  the  only  true  means 
'  of  insuring  a  constant  progression  in  the  intelii- 
'  gence  and  enjoyment  of  the  people."  Tbe  graad 
secret,  then,  for  increasing  the  happiness  o(  the 
people,  is  for  its  rulers  to  spend  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. I  cannot  say  that  I  entirely  agree  in  opin- 
ion with  this  profound  economist,  although  he.is 
announced  to  the  world  by  Arthur  Young  as  one 
of  the  greatest  political  geniuses  of  the  age.  Ail 
I  intend  is,  to  show  that  the  subject  of  finance  is 
intricate ;  that  the  greatest  men  are  puzzled,  and 
that  the  gloomy  pr^ictions  and  dull  calculations 
of  the  gentleinan  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Sbbpwt) 
ought  to  be  listenecf  to  with  much  doubt  and  cir- 
cumspection. For  my  own  part,  when  I  reflet 
on  the  never  failing  series  of  wars  which  have 
convulsed  the  world,  I  have  been  led  to  suspect 
that  if  greater  difficulties  existed  to  the  proeaie- 
ment  of  money  than  is  generally  experienced, 
mankind  would  have  no  cause  to  laaaent  the  cir- 
cumstance. But  when  I  perceive  that  the  wont 
governments,  for  the  worst  purposes,  have  been 
enabled  to  prosecute  nf  ver  eliding  and  expensive 
contentions,  I  feel  encouraged  to  believe  that  a 
virtuous  government,  for  honorable  purposes,  will 
not  furnish  the  only  example  of  falling  a  sacrifice 
to  its  enemies,  for  want  or  means  to  defend  and 
support  its  rights. 

But  gentlemen  oppose  tbe  loan  becnuse  they 
are  anxious  to  preserve  the  faith  and  credit  of  the 
nation.  But  the  loan  is  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose. How  else  will  our  contracts  be  fulfilled ; 
now  pay  the  debts  already  due ;  how  satisfy  the 
claims  of  the  Army,  the  Navy?  Aware  of  the 
inconsistency  in  which  they  are  involved,  they 
contend  that  the  majority  will  sacrifice  the  faith  of 
the  public,  rather  than  hazard  their  popularity  by 
finding  ways  and  means  to  pay  the  oebt  they  eon- 
tract.  This  doctrine  was  not  for  the  firat  tine 
broached  in  the  Hotise.  A  gentleman  now  be- 
fore me,  (Mr.  PicKsaiNG,)  in  essays  under  the 
signature  of  his  name,  contended  for  the  truth  of 
the  same  principle ;  tnis  was  done  to  prevent  in- 
dividuals from  advancing  their  money  to  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  not  satisfied  with  this  he  said,  that  if 
tbe  party  to  which  he  belonged  got  into  power, 
the  creditors  of  the  nation  could  with  no  propriety 
expect  payment  of  their  demands,  as  the  debt  had 
been  contracted  ia  consequcnee  of  their  advanc- 
ing money  to  prosecute  a  war  denounced  hy  the 
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FedenilMts  as  eruel.  ODiost,  unoeeessary.  The 
geotleman  is  at  perfect  liberty  to  speak  tor  him- 
self and  bis  party;  he  well  understands  their 
Tiews,  and  does  theai  justice.  I  object  to  a  fur- 
ther eztensioD  of  his  jurisdiction.  It  is,  then, 
already  avowed,  that  if  he  and  his  friends  are  in- 
trusted with  the  Gbvernment,  the  debts  of  the 
nation  will  not  be  paid.  This  principle  strikes 
at  the  foundations  of  society,  and  it  is  the  open 
avowal  and  unqualified  support  of  doctrines  so 
monstrous  that  keeps,  and  will,  it  is  derootly  to 
be  hoped,  forever  keep  thexn  in  the  same  feeble 
and  suspected  state  in  which  they  at  present  are 
found.  How  different  was  the  course  of  Repub- 
lican successors  of  a  Federal  Administration  1  Mr. 
Jefferson  in  coming  into  office  found  an  enormous 
debt  of  upwards  of  ^,060,000;  much  ef  it  had 
been  contracted  in  the  prosecution  of  measures 
highly  disagreeable  to  himself  and  his  political 
friends ;  most  of  the  evidences  of  the  debt  had 
fallen  into  the  bands  of  his  opponents.  No  dis- 
position was  felt,  no  hint  thrown  out  calculated 
to  excite  alarm ;  the  fame  of  the  country  was 
held  too  dear  to  be  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  re- 
venge. Ample  means  were  provided  to  satisfy 
the  public  creditors;  under  the  auspices  of  his 
measures,  stock  rapidly  rose,  and  the  complaint 
was,  that  there  was  too  much  promptitude  in  dis- 
ehargiog  and  cancelling  the  public  obligations. 
The  suspicions  which  gentlemen  have  thought 
fit  to  express  are  not  supported  by  adverting  to 
the  past ;  they  will  not  be  verified  by  the  future 
conduct  of  the  (Government. 

Among  the  various  ebjeotioos  which  are  urged, 
we  are  told  that  we  are  not  interested  in  the  in- 
juries which  have  given  rise  to  the  war ;  that 
eommerce  and  seamen,  belong  not  to  those  who 
affect  to  protect  them;  that  the  Navy  and  all 
iu  glories  appertain  to  Federalists.  They  forget 
that  most  ot  the  Representatives  from  the  cities 
and  Atlantic  coast,  voted  for  the  war;  and  they 
arrogate  claims,  in  regard  to  the  Navy,  to  which 
they  are  not  entitled. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  examine  the  subject. — 
General  Washington,  whose  Administration  was 
comparatively  free  from  party,  and  whose  views 
and  principles  were  very  different  from  those  of 
many  by  vrhom  his  name  is  often  profaned,  was 
for  years  silent  as  to  a  navy.  In  his  addresses  at 
the  openiogof  each  Congress  that  topic  was  un- 
noticed. From  1789  to  '94  the  United  States 
owned  no^  armed  vessels.  The  conduct  of  the 
Algerines  induced  the  passage  of  an  act  to  author- 
ize the  President  to  build  four  44-gun  frigates. 
Peace  was  restored  in  the  Spring  of  1795 ;  the 
perishable  materials  which  had  been  provided 
sold,  and  directions  given  to  finbh  but  two  of  the 
44's  and  one  frigate  of  36 ;  this  was  done.  Mr. 
Wolcott,  a  Federalist  from  Connecticut,  and  then 
one  of  the  heads  of  department,  proposed  that  two 
millions  of  dollars  should  be  appropriated  an- 
nually to  military  purposes  and  pensions.  Qive 
to  the  Navy  a  fourth  of  this  sum  nnd  the  encour- 
a^ment  which  was  bestowed  on  this  subject 
will  be  seen.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  dur- 
ing the  eight  years  of  General  Washington's 


administration,  there  was  not  expended  on  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  one  million  of  dollars.. 
In  his  Farewell  Address,  which  contains  so  many 
principles  of  inestimable  value  to  all  who  admire 
our  form  of  Government,  he  says  nothing,  not- 
withstanding the  wide  scope  of  his  remarks,  in 
regard  to  a  navy.  'His  wise  and  prudent  admin* 
istration  terminated ;  tired  with  public  employ* 
ment  he  retired,  carrying  with  him  the  highest 
gratitude  of  his  fellow  citizens.  A  new  era  ar- 
rived ;  high  notions  of  Executive  power  and  con- 
sequence succeeded ;  extravagant  and  tyrannieal 
opinions,  which  his  virtuous  example  bad  long 
repressed,  were  now  avowed ;  and  Mr.  Adams, 
under  the  influence  of  bad  meu  and  bad  passions, 
was  elected  to  the  high  office  of  the  Presidency. 
It  will  not  be  denied  that  his  expenditures  were 
great ;  they  were  enormous.  In  his  short  career 
of  four  years  of  extravagance  and  folly,  upwards 
of  ten  millons  of  dollars  were  appropriated  to  the 
American  marine.  But  we  are  not  to  ooncliide 
from  this,  that  the  Federal  party  were  actuated 
by  feelings  of  attaohmeat  to  a  navy;  they  wera 
governed  by  some  such  motive  as  induced  them 
to  wish  for  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  men,  as  gave 
rise  to  the  alien  and  sedition  laws;  for  when 
about  to  lose  their  mnch  abused  authority,  on  the 
last  day  of  their  political  existence,  they  passed' a 
law  reducing  the  Navy  to  thirteen  vessels,  direct- 
ing  that,  but  six  of  these  should  be  kept  in  cooh 
mission,  and  that  the  remainder  should  be  sold 
or  placed  in  ordinary.  Mr.  Stoddart,  too,  who 
presided  over  that  Department,  when  called  on 
lor  his  opinion,  advised  that  about  $1,200,000 
should  be  actually  appropriated  for  naval  pur- 
poses. This  then  seems  to  have  been  the  cool 
and  dispassionate  view  of  that  party;  when  they 
were  about  to  resign  unwillingly  the  reins  of 
Government  into  the  hands  of  their  political  ad- 
versaries^ all  inducement  to  profusion  had  ceMcd ; 
the  real  interests  of  the  public  were  then  under- 
stood, and  that  view  was  taken,  by  which,  if  the 
succeeding  Administration  be  tested,  it  will  be 
discovered  that  they  have  overgone  the  limit 
affixed  by  their  predecessors.  With  what  show 
or  color  of  propriety,  then,  oan  the  RepublicaiBs 
be  reproached  with  a  denial  of  the  utility  of  a 
navy  ;  with  what  show  of  right  can  the  Federal- 
ists affect  to  monopolize  all  the  glory  which- it 
has  shed  over  the  country  ?  But  it  is  insisted 
that  the  officers  are  Federal.  1  have  the  happi- 
ness to  be  acquainted  with  some  of  them,  some 
who  have  distinguished  themselves;  others  who 
want  opportunity  so  to  do.  If  they  are  Federal- 
ists they  are  Americans ;  they  sustain  the  rights 
of  the  nation ;  they  invigorate  the  arm  of  the 
Gh>vernment.  Let  the  Federalists  in  civil  life  or 
in  civil  office  do  the  same ;  let  them  imitate  their 
patriotic  example;  let  them  uphold  with  their 
voice  what  the  seaman  defends  with  his  arm;it 
will  not  be  objected  to  them  that  they  are  Fed- 
eralists, they  will  share  in  that  glory  which  the 
patriot,  whatever  party  name  he  assume,  never 
tails  to  enjoy. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  B10B1.0W,)  not  content  with  the  same  com- 
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moo  topics  of  censure,  has,  in  ^erms  the  most 
acrimonious,  denounced  the  GovernmeDt  for  tak- 
inff  advantage,  as  be  says,  of  the  distressed  situ- 
ation of  Spain  to  possess  herself  of  her  terri- 
tories ;  forgetful  of  the  gratitude  due  for  her  as- 
sistance in  our  time  of  utmost  need — lost  to  all 
sympathy  for  a  people  engaged  in  a  struggle  as 
honorable  as  our  own  Revolution,  we  have  wrest- 
led from  her  our  adjoining  provinces  and  added 
them  to  our  already  too  extensive  dominions. 
Mr.  Chairman.  I  will  not  sit  silent  and  hear  obser- 
vations made  and  doctrines  advanced  calculated  to 
insult  the  independence,  and  endanger  the  liberty 
of  the  Slate  which  1  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
I  cannot  listen  unmoved  to  sentiments  which  go 
to  replace  under  Spanish  vassalage  those  by  whose 
suffrages  I  hold  my  seat  in  this  House.  I  have 
another,  not  a  stronger,  but  a  more  general  mo- 
tive for  setting  the  gentleman  right.  It  is  a  wish 
Co  rescue  the  Government — to  shield  my  country 
from  such  an  unmerited  as|)ersion.  Let  me  not 
be  misunderstood;  in  speaking  of  the  Govern- 
ment, I  do  not  mean  the  Executive.  The  common 
error  of  the  minority  renders  this  explanation  ne- 
cessary ;  they  forget  that  they  are  not  in  England; 
they  forget  that  this  is  not  the  British  Parlia- 
ment; that  our  Government  does  not  happily  re- 
semble that  ''most  stupendous  fabric  or  human 
invention."  There,  the  Executive  is  the  Gov- 
ernment—here, the  Congress  is  principally  the 
Government;  the  high  and  elevated  attributes  of 
Government  belong  to  this  body  ;  our  Constitu- 
tion, the  pride  of  America,  the  reproach  of  the 
world,  makes  the  Legislature  the  "  mighty  para- 
mount;" its  pre-eminence  is  established,  and  vain 
will  be  the  open  or  secret  attempts  of  the  advocates 
for  Executive  supremacy  to  supplant  it.  So  far 
from  the  Executive  being  the  Gk)vernment,  I  eon- 
aider  it,  as  well  as  the  Judiciary,  as  infinitely  in- 
ferior. Have  they  power  over  the  Legislature  ? 
Are  we  answerable  to  the  President  or  judges? 
Do  they  not  rather  act  under  a  dread  responsibil- 
ity to  the  Representatives  of  the  people?  And  so 
it  ought  to  be,  and  so  it  must  be  in  all  Republics. 
The  law-making  principle  is  essential,  indispen- 
sable. The  other  departments  are  inferior,  sub- 
ject to  its  control ;  in  short,  ministerial. 

But  to  return.  The  United  States  acquired 
Louisiana  by  treaty,  Spain  had  previously  trans- 
ferred that  country  by  the  Treaty  of  San  Ilde- 
fonso ;  she  retroceded  it  to  France,  ''  with  the 
'  same  extent  it  then  had  in  the  hands  of  Spain, 
'  and  that  it  had  when  France  possessed  it,  and 
^  such  as  it  should  be  after  the  treaties  subsequent- 
'  ly  entered  into  between  Spain  and  other  States." 
This  is  the  only  manner  in  which  the  boundaries 
of  the  country  are  designated.  Let  us  for  a  mo- 
ment inquire  what  they  are.  The  Government 
of  Louisiana  is  declared,  by  the  grant  of  Louis 
XIV.  to  Crozat  in  the  year  1712,  to  comprise  "  all 
'  the  lands  bounded  by  New  Mexico,  and  by  the 
'lands  of  the  English  of  Carolina;  all  the  estab- 
'  lishments,  ports,  havens,  rivers,  and  principally 
'  the  port  and  haven  of  the  Isle  Dauphin,  dbc.,  with 
'  all  the  rivers  which  fail  directly  or  indirectly  into 
'  the  Mississippi."  At  this  period  the  French  had 


made  no  settlement  on  the  island  of  Orleans ;  the 
city  of  New  Orleans  was  founded  in  1717;  they 
had  established  themselves,  since  the  year  1696, 
at  Isle  Dauphin,  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay  of  Mo^ 
bile,  and  at  different  places  on  the  main,  from  the 
Perdido  to  the  bay  of  the  St.  Louis;  the  Rio  Per- 
dido  divided  Louisiana  from  Florida.  In  1763 
this  fpart  of  Louisiana,  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
was  ceded  by  France  to  Great  BritaiUi  who  by 
the  same  treaty  acquired  Florida  from  Spain. 
By  the  treaty  of  1783,  England  ceded  all  that  part 
of  the  former  colony  of  Louisiana,  east  of  Ithe 
Mississippi,  and  the  old  Spanish  colony  of  Flo- 
rida, under  the  name  of  East  and  West  Florida, 
to  Spain ;  and,  as  has  already  been  stated,  by  the 
Treaty  of  San  Udefonso  in  1800,  Spain  retroceded 
to  France  her  ancient  colony  ot  Louisiana,  who, 
in  1803,  transferred  it  to  the  United  States. 

Louisiana  was  retroceded  to  France  **  with  the 
same  extent  that  it  then  had  in  the  bands  of 
Spain,"  and  Spain  then  possessed  the  whole  of 
the  country  which  formerly  constituted  Louisi- 
ana, east  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Perdido,  and 
south  of  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude,  the 
boundary  of  the  United  States,  as  established  by 
the  treaty  of  1783. 

Louisiana  was  retroceded,  ^  with  the  same  ex- 
tent it  had  when  France  possessed  it,"  and  France 
possessed  it  bounded  to  the  east  by  the  Perdido, 
and  never  for  a  day  held  it  with  any  other  boood- 
ary.  The  other  expressions  are,  ''such  as  shoold 
be  after  the  treaties  subsequently  entered  into  be- 
tween Spain  and  other  States."  Now  let  it  be 
remembered  that  Spain  never  made  any  treaty 
concerning  Louisiana  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
that  she  made  no  treaty  affecting  its  eastern  lim- 
its ;  the  only  treaties  which  she  subsequently  en- 
tered into«  are  those  of  1783  with  Great  Britain, 
and  of  1795  with  the  United  States.  By  the  first 
she  acquired  the  Floridas,  and  by  the  last  recog- 
nised the  southern  boundary  of  the  United  States 
as  established  by  the  treaty  of  peace  between 
them  and  Great  Britain. 

The  title,  then,  of  the  United  States  to  Louisi- 
ana, bounded  east  by  the  Perdido,  is  clear.  Bat 
Spain  thought  fit  to  hold  possession  till  the  peo- 
ple of  Florida,  Americans  by  birth  and  sentiment, 
imitating  the  example  of  their  forefathers  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, rose  on  their  oppressors,  and  drove 
them  from  the  land.  If  excuse  were  ever  neces- 
sary for  breaking  asunder  the  chains  of  slavery, 
they  were  more  excusable  than  their  progenitors ; 
for  England  had  a  right  of  sovereignty,  whilst 
the  possession  of  Spain  was  an  impudent  usur- 
pation. 

The  gentleman  says,  that  he  adverted  to  a  law 
authorizing  the  President,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, to  take  possession  of  East  Florida.  It  is 
sufficient  to  reply,  that  the  circumstances,  if  they 
occurred,  would  have  fully  justified  the  act,  and 
that  the  United  States  have  not  possessed  them- 
selves of  any  part  of  East  Florida;  and  what  has 
been  the  consequence  of  our  forbearance  ?  What 
effect  has  been  produced  on  Spain  by  our  mag^ 
nanimity  ?  1  will  tell  the  gentleman.  She  hdd 
possession  of  a  part  of  the  United  States,  from 
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the  year  1783  to  '99.  subjecting  AmerieaD  citizens 
to  her  tyraon3r,  and  producing  inextricable  con- 
fusion in  the  disposition  of  lands  to  which  she  had 
no  title.  From  the  year  1803  to  1810  she  retain- 
ed possession  of  West  Florida,  which  belonged  to 
the  United  States,  subjecting  the  people  to  greater 
evils  and  more  intolerable  mischiefs  than  those 
'Which  distinguished  her  government  of  our  coun- 
try, from  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Yazoo.  Need  I  speak  of  her  efforts 
to  destroy  the  Union,  by  her  attempt  to  bribe  and 
corrupt  the  people  of  the  West ;  of  the  insolence 
of  her  Ministers;  of  her  depredations  on  our  com- 
merce; of  her  robberies  ot  millions  of  American 
nroperty  in  her  ports  and  on  the  high  seas?  Shall 
1  call  your  attention  to  her  more  recent  and  more 
flagitious  conduct  in  setting  the  Indians  on  our 
frontier  inhabitants?  Look  to  the  massacre  of 
Fort  Mims.  I  knew  the  officer  well:  be  was  a 
brave  and  honest  man ;  he  died  at  his  post,  as  did 
his  gallant  little  band,  in  vain  efforts  to  protect 
hundreds  of  women  and  children  from  the  flames 
of  the  incendiary  savage,  or  the  worse  horrors  of 
his  scalping  knife t  And  are  we  to  be  reproached 
with  injustice  to  this  nation?  Where  is  the  cat- 
alogue of  our  offences  ?  But  how  does  it  happen 
that  Spain  was  never  an  object  of  Federal  admi- 
ration till  she  became  the  ally  of  Britain  ?  What 
was  the  language  of  gentlemen  a  few  years  aco, 
when  the  right  of  deposite  was  refused,  and  the 
port  of  New  Orleans  closed  against  us  by  an  un- 
authorized act  of  the  Intendant?  Propositions 
were  made  in  the  Senate,  and  supported  by  Fed- 
eralists throughout  the  nation,  for  levying  an 
army  and  seizing  on  Louisiana.  At  a  later  pe- 
riod, disappointment  and  dismay  prevailed  in 
their  ranks,  when  hostilities  apparently  so  proba- 
ble were  prevented  on  the  Sabine.  Spain  was 
then  the  ally  of  France,  and  at  war  with  Britain; 
the  United  States  were  then,  according  to  the 
**  sainted  pilgrims,"  niggards  of  blood  and  treas- 
ure. Louisiana,  too,  was  invaluable;  it  would 
be  a  cheap  acquisition  at  any  price;  it  was  worth 
a  war  even  with  Spain,  and  all  its  consequences 
of  20,000  lives  and  100,000,000  of  dollars.  Why. 
then,  this  wrhining  about  blood  and  treasure? 
When  Louisiana  was. in  possession  of  its  rightful 
owner  it  was  to  be  taken  by  force,  it  was  of  ines- 
timable value,  but  no  sooner  had  the  Adminis- 
tration, adhering  to  the  pacific  maxims  of  virtue 
and  republicanism,  obtained  the  country  by  trea- 
ty, than,  with  a  temerity  unprecedented,  tne  mi- 
nority contradicted  all  that  they  had  before  af- 
firmed. This  paradise,  this  "  blissful  Eden,  bloom- 
ing with  ambrosial  fruit  of  vegetable  gold,"  be- 
came at  once  "a  dark  Serbonian  bog,"  and  the  ma- 
i'estic  Mississippi,  the  mother  of  waters,  "  abhorred 
ike  Styx,  the  flood  of  deadly  hate."  Fifteen  mil- 
lions ol  dollars  was  more  than  it  was  worth,  and 
noapprobaiion  wasfeltfor  that  arrangement  which 
had  saved  the  efiusion  of  blood,  and,  among  other 
advantages,  secured  to  our  merchants  3,700.000 
dollars,  for  spoliations  committed  on  our  commerce 
by  the  French.  I  would  ask  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman before  me,  (Mr.  Pigkbrimo,)  if  these  were 
the  spoliations  which  he  instructed  our  commis- 


sioners at  Paris  not  to  insist  on  reparation  for,  as 
an  indispensable  condition  of  a  treaty  then  at- 
tempted to  be  formed?  As  to  other  objections, 
and,  among  them,  the  destruction  of  the  political 
importance  of  the  Eastern  States  by  the  admis- 
sion of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  it  may  be  suffi- 
cient to  observe,  that  the  Eastern  States  had  be- 
fore that  event  lost  their  relative  importance.  In 
the  year  1800  they  were  entitled  to  thirty-five 
Representatives,  while  the  Middle  States  were 
entitled  to  fifty,  the  Southern  to  forty-six,  and  the 
Western  to  ten.  It  is  idle,  then,  to  say  that  this 
section  of  the  Union  had  canse  to  apprehend  a 
»tate  of  things  which  had  already  occuired.  The 
charge,  that  the  Government  has  taken  advan- 
tage or  the  situation  of  Spain  to  possess  itself  of 
her  territories,  is  entirely  unfounded ;  and  all  its 
measures  connected  with  the  acquisition  of  Lou- 
isiana, exhibit  an  attention  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  and  an  observance  of  the  princi- 
ples of  fair  dealing,  which  reflect  equal  credit  on 
Its  sagacity  and  honor.  But  if  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman was  desirous  of  arousing  feelings  of  in- 
dignation against  national  rapacity,  how  could 
he  overlook  the  flagrant  conduct  of  all  the  Powers 
of  Europe,  and  direct  his  efforts  against  his  own 
country  alone ;  his  own  country,  the  only  one  on 
earth  against  which  such  charffes  could  not  with 

Propriety  be  made  ?  I  do  thank  my  Qod,  that  the 
fnited  States  have  never  violated  that  justice, 
that  moral  sense,  which  are  the  strength  and 
power  of  a  people;  have  never  listened  to  the  sy- 
ren seductions  of  pride,  have  never  followed  the 
odious  examples  of  civilized  Europe.  Shall  I 
call  your  attention  to  Poland — to  the  sacrilegious 
partition  of  that  country  ?  Russia,  Austria,  and 
Prussia,  with  one  fell  swoop,  blotted  her  forever 
from  the  map,  annihilated  her  sovereignty,  and 
deprived  her  of  jhe  ''stimulus  of  a  name!" 
Whilst  Catharine  was  extending  the  blesaiogs  of 
her  Government  to  the  highly-favored  Poles,  half 
a  million  of  her  subject  Cfalmucks,  insensible  of 
the  advantages  of  her  mild  control,  hazarding, 
according  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Sheffbt,)  the  appellation  of  Godwinians.  were, 
with  their  wives  and  their  children,  ana  their 
household  gods,  flying  from  the  banks  of  the  Vol- 
ga to  the  foot  of  the  mountains  of  Thibet,  escap- 
ing from  enlightened  and  Christian  Europe,  and 
throwing  themselves  for  protection  on  the  Pagan 
mercies  of  an  Asiatic  monarch.  The  great  Fred- 
erick was  not  behind  his  royal  associates  in  proud 
superiority  to  the  feeling  and  rights  of  humanity. 
Twelve  thousand  families  were  forcibly^  convert- 
ed to  Gk)dwioism,  torn  from  their  native  coun- 
try, driven  forth  from  the  fertile  and  delightful 
plains  of  Great  Poland,  and  established  on  sterile 
rocks  and  barren  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  peopling 
his  hereditary  dominions.  To  cap  the  climax  oT 
their  atrocity,  this  triumvirate  of  anointed  despots 
compelled  the  unhappy  victims  of  their  wrath  to 
take  oaths  of  allegiance,  to  repair  to  the  temple  of 
the  Most  High  to  offer  up  prayers  for  the  prosper- 
ity and  happiness  of  their  oppressors,  and  thanks- 
givings for  the  blessings  which  had  been  bestow- 
ed on  their  country! 
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Since  that  eveDtfal  period  Europe  has  been 
plunged  in  wars  and  anarchy.  Why  should  we 
be  surprised  at  anything  that  afterwards  occur- 
red ?  That  moral  sense  so  necessary  to  the  tran- 
quillity and  peace  of  the  world,  was  now  trodden 
under  foot.  What  could  be  expected,  but  fur- 
ther schemes  of  aggrandizement!  Accordingly, 
the  French  Revolution  gave  rise  to  the  partition 
treaties  of  Mantua  and  Pilnitz.  France  was  to 
experience  the  tender  mercies  which  had  been 
shown  to  Poland.  Rousing  to  a  sense  of  her  dan- 

fer,  she  drove  back  the  tide  of  invasion,  and,  in 
er  turn,  overrun  Spain,  Italy,  and  Holland,  car- 
rying defeat  and  dismay  to  theextremest  regions 
of  the  North,  became  toe  arbitress  of  nations,  and 
the  terror  of  the  world.  But  **  there  is  a  point  of 
exaltation  from  which  things  recede  in  a  contra- 
ry progression  *y  her  conquests  have  been  wrested 
from  her  with  a  rapidity  more  wonderful  than 
that  wiih  which  they  were  made.  Her  false  glory 
has  vanished,  as  if  by  the  effects  of  sorcery^ ;  and 
happily  for  herself  and  the  world,  she  is  once 
again  confined  within  more  reasonable  limits. 

During  this  period,  how  stands  the  account 
with  the  *^  fast*anchored  isle''—*' the  bulwark  of 
our  religion" — ^  the  world's  last  hope?"  What  are 
her  claims  to  these  high  attributes  ?  Let  the  cold- 
blooded robbery  of  the  whole  fleet  of  Denmark — 
the  acquisition  of  seventy-two  millions  of  subjects 
in  Asia— of  possessions  in  America,  Europe,  and 
Africa — tell.  While  the  Continental  rowers 
bave  been  engaged  in  wars— wars  fomented  by 
her — she  has  possessed  herself  of  the  Spice  Islands, 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  Dutch  colonies  on 
the  Esequibo.  and  Demarara  in  America,  the 
West  India  islands,  Malta,  the  Qrecian  Archipei- 

S:o.  She  holds  Spain,  Portugal,  Gibraltar,  in 
urope ;  the  Canadas,  in  North  America ;  all  the 
ships  and  colonies  of  all  her  enemies  and  all  her 
friends.  Her  dominion  has  extended  over  the 
whole  world,  while  she  protests,  and  her  admir- 
ers in  America  repeat,  that  she  is  actuated  by  no 
Tiews  of  ambition — that  she  has  been  waging 
war  merely  in  her  own  defence.    With  this  im- 

Sudent  plea,  which  idiots  have  believed,  she  has 
ecome  powerful,  indeed.  And,  if  the  proportion 
of  gulls  in  Europe  be  as  great  as  in  the  United 
States ;  if  it  there  be  deemed  necessary  for  her 
existence,  that  she  should  humble  this  country ; 
if  she  be  permitted  to  subsidize  Hessians  and 
Brunswickers  and  Hanoverians — those  interest- 
ing beings  who  for  years  past  have  so  strongly 
excited  our  sympathy — effect  what  she  attempted 
during  our  rebellion,  a  negotiation  for  the  ser- 
Tices  of  fifty  or  one  hundred  thousand  Cossacks, 
Jo  aid  in  chastening  oujr  insolence  for  declaring 
this  unjust  and  unnatural  war — we  may  have 
occasion  for  more  men  and  more  money,  and 
more  exertion,  than  at  present  we  seem  to  anti- 
cipate. 

A  sin^lar  fact  is  connected  with  the  effort  of 
the  British  to  hire  cut-throats  in  Russia.  Her 
success  was  prevented  b^  the  French  Minister. 
It  would  appear,  from  this,  that  Spain  is  not  the 
only  nation  entitled  to  our  gratitude.  But,  to  the 
ftict,  which  it  was  my  intention  to  mention :  The 


Czarina  had  determined  on  giving  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty  effectual  assistance  against  bis  rebel- 
iious subjects  in  America.  Prince  Potemkin,who 
wished  an  alliance  with  England,  had  the  sole 
management  of  the  affair.  Count  Panin,  the  par- 
tisan of  France,  then  our  friend  and  ally,  formed 
means  to  retard  the  signing  of  the  instmment 
already  drawn  np,  and  produced  another  project" 
in  its  place — that  of  the  armed  neutrality.  Re- 
volving time  has  brought  around  a  similar  stale 
of  things ;  the  principles  of  the  armed  neutrality 
again  interpose  for  our  safety.  The  Continental 
Powers,  relieved  from  their  fears  of  Prance,  will 
look  to  the  establishment  of  principles  so  neces- 
sary to  their  prosperity,  and  thus  coming  into 
collision  with  England,  find  her  employment 
nearer  home ;  or,  leaving  her  in  the  quiet  and  on- 
interrupted  enjoyment  of  her  commercial  monop- 
oly, she  will  have  an  opportunity  of  prowling 
over  the  Continent,  picking  up  the  wefl-flesbed 
bloodhounds  of  a  fifteen  or  twenty  Jtnn?  war, 
and  disgorging  them  with  her  own  British  and 
Negro  and  Indian  savages  on  our  country !  In 
speaking  thus  of  her  power,  I  wish  not  to  be  mis- 
understood. I  wish  to  pot  the  nation  on  its  goaid 
against  those  who  would  insinuate  that  the  mag- 
nanimity, the  humanity,  the  religion,  of  oor  en- 
emy, is  a  guarantee  against  unusual  mischief. 
We  nave  nothinr  to  fear,  but  being  lolled  into  a 
false  security.  Let  us  consider  Britain  as  she  is 
—blood-thirsty  and  perfidious — then  there  is  no 
^'terror  in  her  threats.".  For  one,  I  will  never 
worship  at  the  alur  of  this  modem  Dagon ;  I  will 
never  propitiate  by  prayer  or  submission  this 

'^  Bern  beast 
**  Leviatfaan— which  God,  of  aU  hia  works, 
**  Created  hogeat  that  swam  the  ocean  atvaam.'* 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  a  subject  which, 
at  length,  is  admitted  to  be  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  be  considered.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  I  have  some  cause  of  complaint.  You  may 
remember,  scarce  three  weeks  are  past,  since  1 
submitted  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  expatriation. 
Very  much  to  my  surprise,  it  was  then,  both  by 
my  political  friends  and  foes,  deemed  too  insig- 
nificant or  too  mischievous  to  be  entertained  wiui 
common  attention.  Gentlemen  from  either  side 
of  the  House  rushed  forward  with  eagerness  to 
lay  the  phantom  which  their  own  imaginations 
had  created.  According  to  some,  it  interfered 
with  contemplated  negotiations ;  others  thought 
it  in  its  nature  too  abstract ;  others  saw  in  it  a  vio- 
lation of  the  municipal  laws  of  foreign  coantries; 
and  there  were  not  a  few  who  deduced  from 
it  enconragement  to  desertion,  and  all  kinds  of 
abomination.  That  proposition  must  indeed  have 
been  an  anomaly  in  politics,  which  united  in  op- 
position to  it  the  Federalism  of  Massachusetts  and 
the  Democracy  of  Tennessee — the  commonly 
correct  understanding  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.OAKL£.T,)and  the  metaphysical  mind 
of  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cai.- 
HO0N.)  Yet,  so  it  was.  It  was  convenient  to 
arrest  its  progress ;  and  this  was  done  by  gentle- 
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meowhoamose  the  Hoasewith  haran^es  about 
moral  trtaaon,  and  with  abstract  disquisitions  on 
what  constitutes  the  difference  between  legiti- 
mate  and  factious  opposition.  It  was  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  there  it  has  been  suffered  to  lie. 
But,  as  the  scene  is  changed ;  as  it  is  now  mag- 
nified into  a  consequence  as  fiir  transcending  its 
real  dimensions  as  it  was  formerly  diminished 
below  them ;  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
before  me,  (Mr.  Gbosvenob,)  connecting  in  one 
mass  expatriation,  emigration,  allegiance,  and 
retaliation,  has  been  pleased  to  say  it  is  more 
momentous  than  any  question  which  gave  rise  to 
the  war,  or  to  discussion  in  this  House,  infinitely 
more  interesting  than  impressment  itself — I  shall, 
with  the  good  leave  of  gentlemen,  on  another 
occasion,  present  it  again  to  their  consideration. 
But, dragged  as  it  is  now  before  the  Committee, 
althoagh  nothing  «an  result  from  the  examina- 
tion, I  will  not  pass  without  notice  some  of  the 
doctrines  which  have  been  advocated  by  gentle- 
men in  Opposition. 

Before  proceeding  further,  I  can  but  express  my 
istonishaient  that  emigration  shook!  be  the  theme 
of  reprobation  in  any  country  on  earth,  and,  above 
ill,  in  the  United  States  of  America.  Are  we 
Bot  a  commiMity  of  emigrants?  Are  we  not  re- 
motely or  immediately,  all  of  us,  emigrants  ?  One 
would  really  soppose  that,  like  the  Welch,  we  had 
oar  genealogical  trees,  and  that  we  could,  with- 
oat  diffioulty^jwint  to  our  antediluvian  Aim^ican 
aacestors.  What  oan  be  more  ludicrous  than  to 
^od  individuals  denouncing  the  principle  of  emi- 
gration, frooh  whoee  tongues  a  foreign  dialect  has 
Bot  yet  worn  away— men  who,  if  Holland  should 
lehoist  her  flag,  and  practise  on  the  principles  of 
the  British,  would  run  a  riak,  if  they  dare  trust 
themselves  at  sea,  of  being  impressed  as  Dutch- 
men, jnu  as  Americans  are  mistaken  for  Eng- 
lishmen ! 

An  honorable  ffentieman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Sbbpfbt.)  one  of  the  minority,  expressing  his 
very  higii  respect  for  the  majority,  invites  them 
to  go  ever  to  that  side  of  the  House  to  which  he 
at  present  belongs.  If  I  were  disposed,  on  a  sub- 
ject of  this  kind,  to  pay  attention  to  any  person 
whatever,  certainly  the  advice  of  that  gentleman 
would  be  entitled  to  much  consideration.  He 
has  tried  both  sides,  and  ought,  of  course,  to  be 
the  best  judge  of  their  respective  merits.  But, 
answering  for  myself,  and,  I  believe,  for  my  po- 
litical friends,  v  we  were  disposed  to .  go,  we 
should  not  know  how;  but,  as  the  gentleman  has 
tnvelled  the  road,  and  knows  the  way,  as  he  is 
fond  of  our  eompany,  let  him  come  back. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  before  me, 
(Mr.QRoavBif OB,)  arraigns  the  honorable  geotle- 
man  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  MoLban)  for  pursuing  the 
eourse  and  borrowinff  the  principles  of  a  late 
pamphlet  on  the  subject  of  expatriation.  Sup- 
pose this  to  be  true,  although  on  that,  or  any  otti- 
er  subject,  the  gentleman  is  well  enabled  to  think 
for  himself,  the  essay  alluded  to  reflects  mueh 
credit  ot^,  its  author.  It  evinces  deep  research 
and  great  ingenuity,  and  is  written  with  peculiar 
olegMce  and  eorreetiess.    It  is.  now  on  the  table 


of  the  gentleman,  and,  whilst  he  has  affected  to 
speak  oif  it  lightly,  it  caonot  bot  be  observed  that 
he  has  drawn  from  it  as  copiously  as  he  repre- 
sents the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  have  done. 

The  right  of  expatriation,  or  emigration,  be- 
longs to  iQan.  It  is  derived  from  the  Qod  of  na- 
ture. He  holds  it  not  of  Qovernment.  That  it 
is  a  natural  right  is  asserted  bjr  almost  every 
writer  of  eminence.  Need  I  mention  VcUteL^  Bur- 
lamaqui,  Wicqmjbrt^  and  BynkertJioek?  Such 
was  the  opinion  of  Greece  and  Rome.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  does  not  deny  it,  and, 
after  a  laborious  research,  no  doubt,  discovers 
what  he  might  have  learned  from  the  little  vol- 
ume before  him  tbat  Rutherforth  stood  alone  a# 
the  advocate  of  a  contrary  doctrine. 

But  it  is  attempted  to  be  established  that,  al- 
though the  right  of  emigration  is  clear,  yet,  that 
we  owe  a  sort  of  allegiance  to  the  country  of  our 
birth,  from  our  birtb,  which  Is  inalienable,  of 
which  we  are  not  enabled  to  divest  ourselves. 
A  priaelple  more  absurd,  more  incompatible  with 
acknowledged  rights,  both  of  individuals  and  of 
independent  sovereignties,  was  never  attempted 
to  be  proved.  It  is  incompatible  with  the  rights 
of  individuals,  because  it  renders  their  right  of 
emigration  incomplete  or  nugatory ;  but  the  right 
of  emigration  has  been  admitted.  It  is  incom- 
patible with  the  rights  of  independent  sovereign- 
ties, because  the  right  to  naturalize  foreigners  is 
not  denied,  and  this  right,  with  the  duties  of  alle- 
giance to  another  sovereign,  is  thus,  also,  rendered 
incomplete  and  nugatory.  To  owe  allegiance  to 
a  Government  under  which  we  neither  do.  nor 
intend  to  reside,  is  as  absurd  as  not  to  owe  allegi- 
ance to  a  Government  under  which  we  do,  and 
intend  to  reside  forever.  The  absurdity  of  the 
one  proposition  will  not  be  denied,  and  thet e  is  no 
discoverable  difference,  in  the  eye  of  reason,  be- 
tween them. 

But  it  isjeontended  that  expatriation  is  a  ques- 
tion of  municipal  regulation.  From  the  very 
nature  and  meaning  of  the  principle  this  is  im- 

rsible ;  this  follows  what  has  been  said  already, 
may  be  prohibited  by  forces  physical  force 
may  prevent  it.    You  may  be  laden  with  chains ; 


law  against  suicide,  when  you  Incur  its  penalties 
you  are  out  of  its  reach. 

Blackstooe  differs  in  opmion  with  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York.  He  was  very  well  aware 
that  to  rest  the  perpetuity  of  allegiance  on  mere 
municipal  regulation,  was  to  do  nothing — the 
opposing  municipal  regulation  of  naturalization 
would  be  entitled  to  equal  weight ;  and  that,  as  in 
the  event  of  collision,  the  law  of  nations  could 
alone  decide,  it  was  necessary  to  prop  the  princi- 
ple with  some  other  authority  than  British  cooi- 
mon  or  statute  law.  Accordingly,  with  a  hardi- 
hood unequalled,  in  the  teeth  of  every  authority, 
in  defiance  of  the  recorded  opinions  of  jurists,  in 
the  face  of  reason  and  of  truth  the  asserts  that  it 
is  a  principle  of  universal  law  that  '^  the  subject 
of  one  sovereign  cannot,  by  any  act  of  his  own ; 
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no,  not  by  swearing  allegiance  to  another,  pnt  off 
or  discharge  his  nataral  allegiance  to  the  other." 
Yet  in  Englandi  their  statute  of  a  naturaliza- 
tion declares  that  ^  if  any  foreign  seaman  shall 
'  serve  on  board  of  any  British  vessel  for  the 
'  space  of  two  years,  he  shall,  to  all  intents  and 
'  purposes,  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  natural 
*  born  subject  of  His  Majesty's  Kingdom  of  Qreat 
'  Britain,  and  have  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges, 
'  dtc.,  which  such  foreign  seaman  should  or  ought 
'  to  have  had  and  eojoyed  in  case  he  had  been  a 
'  natural  born  subject  of  His  Majesty,  and  actu- 
'  ally  a  native  within  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
'  aln."  Now,  if  the  natural  lK>rn  subjects  of  Brit- 
« ain  owe  allegiance  to  any  other  country,  then  do 
the  naturalized  subjects  owe  the  same;  but,  if 
this  cannot  be  affirmed  of  the  one,  then  no  more 
it  can  be  said  of  the  other,  for  they  are,  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes,  in  regard  to  privileges,  pow- 
ers, rights,  and  capacities,  to  be  considered  alike.  \ 

Again,  according  to  the  common  law,  an  alien 
cannot  hold  lands  in  England,  because,  says 
Blackstone,  this  might  interfere  with  his  natural 
allegiance ;  but,  if  the  alien  be  naturalized,  he 
may  hold  lands,  and  then  his  native  allegiance  is 
necessarily  destroyed.  According  to  the  laws  of 
England,  naturalization,  by  enabling  the  party  to 
hold  lands,  destroys  natural  allegiance,  and  this 
is  all  that  is  now  contended  for. 

A  great  many  arguments  have  been  used,  and 
cases  quoted,  to  show  that  in  England  the  dutv 
of  perpetual  and  inalienable  allegiance  is  asserted. 
We  have  been  referred  to  her  blood-stained  code 
to  show  that  emigrants  had  been  taken  in  arms, 
tried,  executed,  and  mangled  while  yet  alive,  as 
traitors  to  their  king  and  country.  That  her  his- 
tory furnishes  abundant  evidence  of  injustice, 
cruelty,  and  atrocity,  required  no  great  effort  to 
show ;  but,  until  it  is  established  that  we,  as  well 
as  other  nations,  are  bound  to  obey  her  municipal 
laws,  nothing  is  done  in  regard  to  the  present 
question. 

Having  established  that  expatriation,  or  emi- 
gration, with  an  intent  to  permanently  reside 
elsewhere,  is  a' natural  right,  and  that  naturali- 
zing foreigners  is  practised  in  England,  it  is  proper 
to  add,  that  emigration  is  prohibited  by  no  civil- 
ized Giovernment,  that  naturalization  is  practised 
by  all,  and  that  perpetual  allegiance  b  a  foolish 
notion,  growing  out  of  feudal  times,  supported 
by  insolence  and  power,  at  war  with  the  plainest 
rights  of  man^  and  iM  violation  of  the  undeniable 
prerogative  of  every  Government  on  earth. 

Upon  this  subject,  wSat  say  American  author- 
ities? The  State  of  Virginia,  which,  in  regard 
to  a  correct  understanding  of  moral  and  political 
truth,  yields  to  no  country  in  Europe,  has  recog- 
nised by  law  the  right  of  expatriation.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Oaston) 
contends  that,  as  Virginia  had  authorized  expat- 
riation, this  was  a  clear  proof  that,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  that  State,  the  right  might  be  given  or 
withheld  at  pleasure.  The  gentleman  either 
never  read,  or  entirely  misunderstood  the  statute. 
It  does  not  give,  it  recognises  the  right.  It  pro- 
vides that,  **  whensoever  any  citizen  shooldi  by 


'  deed,  or  open  verbal  declaration,  made  in  court, 

*  declare  that  he  relinquished  the  character  of  a 
'  citizen,  and  shall  depart  out  of  the  commoa- 
'  wealth,  such  person  shall,  from  the  time  of  his 
'departure,  be  considered  as  having  exercised 
'  his  right  of  expatriation,  and  shall  thence  be 
'  deemed  no  citizen."  In  perfect  coincidence 
with  the  right  of  expatriation  are  the  opinions  of 
Judges  Tucker  and  Roane,  of  that  State,  and 
Judge  Iredell,  formerly  of  the  United  States 
bench. '  One  of  our  complaints,  whilst  colonies, 
was.  that  Britain  discouraged  emigration.  In 
conlormity  to  these  ideas,  the  Constitution  has 

Snven  to  Uongress  aothoritv  "  to  establish  an  nni- 
orm  rule  of  naturalization.^'  During  the  Admin- 
istration of  General  Washington,  a  law  on  this 
subject  was  enacted.  It  called  on  the  alien  who 
wished  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
to  "renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance  to  any 
'  foreign  prince,  potenute.  State,  or  sovereignty, 

*  whatever,  and  particularly,  by  name,  the  prince, 
'  potenute,  State,  or  sovereignty  of  which  he  wins 
'  before  a  citizen  or  subject.'' 

If  the  effect  of  naturalization  was  before  doubt- 
ful, it  ceased  to  be  so  now ;  whether  it  annihi- 
lated natural  allegiance,  was  no  longer  left  to  im- 
plication. If  a  naturalized  foreigner  in  England, 
notwithstanding  he  was,  to  all  intents  nnd  par- 
poses,  to  be  held  and  taken  as  a  native-born  citi- 
zen^ notwithstanding  he  was  enabled  to  hold  land 
which  an  alien  could  not  do,  because  it  destroyed 
his  natural  allegiance,  still  owed  allegiance  to  the 
country  of  hisl>irth;  if  all  this  nonsense  were 
true,  to  put  an  end  forever  to  such  doctrine,  we 
have  required  that  a  positive  abjuration  of  all 
previous  allegiance  should  be  made.  And  whilst 
a  citizen  thus  constituted,  thus  fashioned  by  ou- 
sel ves,  stamped  with  the  holy  attributes  of  equal- 
ity, in  all  things,  in  regard  to  the  other  members 
of  our  free  community,  calls  upon  ns  for  that  pro- 
tection which  we  have  authorized  him  to  expect, 
have  we  a  right,  have  we  a  discretioa ;  shall  we 
be  so  vile,  so  infamous,  as  to  hesitate  ?  We  sh ould 
become  the  scorn  of  nations ;  we  should  loathe 
ourselves;  remorse  would  poison  our  daya.  Is 
this  the  asylum  of  oppressed  humanity  1  Is  it 
thus  we  fulfil  our  promises  to  suffering  man? 
What,  lure  from  his  native  country,  his  home,  a 
fellow-being  who  could  have  dragged  out  a  mis- 
erable, though  tolerable  existence,  to  abandon  him 
to  punishment  for  an  act  which  we  have  enconr* 
aged,  for  trusting  to  our  faith,  for  confiding  in 
our  truth  ? 

Thus,  then,  the  question  of  retaliation  aiiaet. 
Shall  we  retaliate  on  the  enemy  cruelties  which 
he  may  inflict  on  individuals  who,  though  born 
in  Britain,  have  left  that  country,  incorporated 
themselves  into  our  societies,  and  have  been  taken 
prisoners  fighting  our  battles  ?  But  I  cannot  sub- 
scribe to  the  opinion,  that  we  owe  protection  to 
those  only  who  have  been  naturalized.  I  differ 
with  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
who  supposed  that  the  Government  felt  itselt 
bound  no  further.  That  is  not  the  view  of  the 
President,  he  covers  much  wider  ground ;  but  it  is 
the  true  ground.    He  does  not  speak  of  nntnrml- 
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taliate.  Mr.  Barke  replied,  <*ye8."  This  gt?e 
rise  to  much  opposition  and  animadversion  on 
the  part  of  the  minority.  In  answer,  Mr.  Burke 
said: 

**  From  the  severity  of  comment  to  whieh  the  poor 
monosyllable,  'yes/  has  been  subject,  the  world  must 
have  been  led  to  think  that  I  have  taken  np  my  mor- 
als at  random,  merely  on  sentiment,  and  that  I  vraa 
wholly  unprepared  to  defend  them  on  principle.  As  a 
general  principle,  founded  on  policy  and  law  of  na- 
tions, I  am  ready  to  repeat  and  maintain,  that  retaKa^ 
tton  of  any  severity  which  an  enemy  may  practise,  ia 
right  and  proper.  The  lex  taUt/nis  is  a  part  of  the 
law  of  nations,  as  founded  on  that  of  nature.  These 
corns  must  be  considered  purely  as  a  part  of  that  army 
under  whose  banners  they  serve.  God  forbid  that  the 
authors  of  murder  should  not  find  it  recoil  on  their 
own  heads.  Such  is  my  opinion  relative  to  the  jus- 
tice and  policy  of  retaliation.  I  would  suBer  no  one 
act  of  severity  to  pass  unretaliated.  But  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  is  fearful  that  we  may  inflame 
the  Jacobins  by  this  severity  on  our  parL  Inflame 
a  Jacobin !  You  might  as  well  talk  of  « setting  fire  to 
hell."  Mr.  Burke  goes  on  to  remark,  that  *'  tlie  prac- 
tice is  more  lenient  than  the  mildest  doctrines  of  the- 
orists. To  the  honor  of  practical  humanity,  only  four 
instances  of  wanton  and  unnecessary  murder  occurred 
throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  American  war--a 
forbearance  which  reflects  equsl  credit  on  both  parties. 
In  1688,  the  Irish  brigades  were  taken  into  the  senriee 
of  France,  and  retained  their  own  uniform.  Yet,  Eng- 
land, though  often  courageously  opposed  by  diese 
troops,  has  not,  in  any  instance,  treated  them  as  rebels, 
when  the  fortune  of  war  east  them  into  their  power. 
In  the  rebellion  of  1740,  a  whole  regiment  of  them 
was  taken,  but  no  severity  was  practised. 

'*  France,  under  Louis  XIV,  conducted  herself  in 
the  same  way,  Many  of  her  regiments,  after  the  cruel 
and  impolitic  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  were 
taken  into  the  pay  of  Prussia,  Holland,  and  BriUin ; 
yet,  she  never  sacrificed  these  troops  when  they  be- 
came prisoners.  The  battle  of  Fontenoy  was  gained 
principally  from  the  exertions  of  the  Irish  brigades, 
and  though  they  fought  in  open  rebellion,  these  ex- 
tremities were  not  thought  of.  Lord  Ltgonter,  an  offi- 
cer of  great  note  in  the  English  service,  was  a  French- 
man by  birth ;  when  taken  prisoner,  fighting  against 
France,  was  exchanged  in  the  usual  course,  for  an 
officer  of  the  same  rank.  Similar  inatanoes  may  be 
collected  from  the  conduct  of  Germany,  Sweden,  and 
every  other  Power  of  Europe." 

During  the  same  debate  Lord  Mulgrave,  then 
high  in  office,  enjoying  the  confidence  of  Minis- 
ters, and  it  may  be  presumed  speaking  with  their 
approbation,  also  declared  that  the  system  of  re- 
taliation was  to  be  adoptedr 

The  English,  it  seems,  then,  were  at  liberty  to 
enlist  and  embody  whole  corps  of  Frenchmen, 
recently  arrived,  to  be  employed  expre>sly  for 
the  invasion  of  their  native  country,  whilst  we 
violate  every  principle  of  the  laws  of  nations,  by 
taking  into  our  service  an  inconsiderable  number 
of  Englishmen,  members  of  our  own  society,  to 
be  used  as  occasion  might  require,  in  our  war 
with  that  Government.  The  difference  between 
the  two  cases  cannot  but  occur  to  the  most  cur- 
sory observer.  Yet,  "  the  French  corps  were  to 
be  conaidered  purely  a  part  of  the  army  under 


ized  citizens,  but  of  **  persons  who  have  incorpo- 
rated themselves  into  our  society."  It  is  worse 
than  useless  that  we  should  take  any  distinction. 
The  British  principle  of  perpetual  alleffiaoce  ap- 
plies as  well  to  the  one  as  the  other,  li  our  ene- 
my adhere  to  the  dicta  of  Blackscone,  instead  of 
the  Toice  of  reason  and  the  practice  of  nations, 
then  will  all  those  individuals  who  were  born  in 
England  fall  under  the  denomination  of  traitors. 
No  matter  how  formally  we  have  made  them 
citizens;  no  matter  how  many  years  they  may 
have  resided  among  ns;  no  matter  what  their 
inducements  to  defend  the  country  where  all  their 
happiness  is  centered ;  no  matter  if  driven  from 
their  native  fields  by  the  hard  hand  of  poverty ; 
complying  with  laws  which  they  have  sworn  to 
support;  fulfilling  duties  which  Qod  has  en- 
joined, they  have  committed  the  foul  crime  of 
treason ;  the  horrible  punishment  denounced  by 
British  law  awaits  them.  What  if  he  has  been 
compelled  by  us  to  take  up  arms?  What  if  he 
has  been  enticed  to  do  so  by  allurements  held  out 
to  his  cupidity  or  to  his  patriotism,  are  we  not 
bound  to  protect  him  1  Let  us  inquire,  then,  into 
the  practice  of  the  world. 

It  will  be  found  that  the  claim  now  set  up  by 
England  is  unsupported  by  precedent,  and  is  at 
war  with  her  own  example.   Prince  Eugene  was, 
by  birth,  a  Frenchman;  disappointed  in  his  just 
or  ambitious  views,  he  left  France  and  joined 
the  Austrian  army,  then  employed  against  the 
Turks.    He  received  an  order  to  return ;  but,  so 
fir  from  complying,  war  breaking  out  between 
the  two  countries,  he  ranged  himself  on  the  side 
of  the  enemies  of  France — his  career  is  well 
known — he  defeated  and  humbled  the  proudest 
Power  that  Europe  had  then  seen.    His  natural 
Sovereign,  Lewis  XIV,  did  not  consider  him  as 
a  traitor;  the  surrounding  nations  did  not  con- 
sider him  as  a  traitor.    England  hailed  him  as 
the  greatest  captain,  the  brightest  ornament  of  his 
age.    It  is  to  British  historians  and  British  poets 
that  we  are  indebted  for  the  opinion  which  we  have 
of  him— opinions  as  honorable  to  his  moral  as  to 
his  military  character.  At  the  siege  of  Turin,  Eu- 
gene, a  Frenchman,  commanded  the  Austrian 
army;  the   French  army  was  commanded  by 
Count  Marain,  an  Austrian,    In  ihe  war  of  the 
Succession,  as  it  was  called,  the  French  armies 
were  comnaanded  by  the  Duke  of  Berwick,  a 
Briton,  a  King's  son ;  the  British  armies  were 
led  on  by  a  Frenchman,  of  the  title  of  Galway. 
Instances  of  the  same  kind  are  innumerable.   But 
will  express  authority,  drawn  from  England,  be 
considered  as  of  weight  in  a  controversy  with 
that  GoTemment?  I  admit,  under  other  circum- 
stances, it  would  deserve  but  little  respect,  for 
history  furnishes  examples  of  every  absurdity 
and  every  atrocitjr,  which  wanton  power  has  per- 
petrated.  But  it  IS  fair  to  set  np  her  former  prac- 
tice against  her  present  pretensions.    In  the  year 
1794,  certain  corps  of  Frenchmen  were  enlisted 
in  His  Majesty's  armies,  for  the  purpose  of  inva- 
ding France;   Mr.  Sheridan  asked,  in  debate, 
whether,  if  they  were  taken  prisoners  and  treated 
ts  traitors,  the  English  Government  would  re* 
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whose  banners  they  senred  ;"  but  British  emi- 
graots,  ser?iDg  under  the  banners  of  the  Ameri- 
ean  army,  are  to  be  considered  as  traitors. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  hare  trespassed  longer  on 

?our  paiieoce,  and  that  of  the  Committee,  than 
had  intended.  I  hope,  however,  the  importance 
of  the  subjects  under  consideration  will  be  my 
apology.  I  will  obserre,  sir,  that  I  hare  endear- 
ored,  I  think,  with  some  success,  to  establish  the 
following  positions:  That  the  loan,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  is 
necessary,  and  can  be  obtained ;  that  the  preten- 
^  sions  of  the  Federalists,  to  the  exclusire  patron- 
'  age  of  the  Nary,  are  unfounded ;  that,  with  re- 
spect to  Louisiana  and  Florida,  the  conduct  of 
tne  United  States  has  been  scrupulously  honor- 
able; that  the  right  of  expatriation  is  supported 
by  principle,  and  established  by  practice;  that 
naturalization  is  its  necessary  effect,  and  bj  a  sort 
of  reaction  sanctions  the  principle ;  that  inalien- 
able allegiance  is  absurd^  and  incompatible  with 
expatriation  and  naturalization,  so  clearly  estab* 
lisbed  by  unirersal  usage  and  law ;  and  that  the 
question  of  retaliation,  to  which  the  late  proceed- 
ing of  the  British  Gkirernment  hare  giren  rise, 
is  incootestably  settled  in  our  faror,  by  the  fto- 
thoritf  of  her  greatest  statesmen,  by  her  own 
practice,  and  by  that  of  the  cirilized  world. 

When  Mr.  Robsbtson  bad  concluded,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned,  after 
an  intimation  from  Mr.  Cbbteb  (the  Speaker) 
that  he  proposed  next  to  take  the  floor. 


Thdbsdat,  February  S4. 

Mr.  Hempbteao  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  request- 
ing that  a  law  may  be  passed  authorizing  the  said 
Legislature  to  fix  the  seat  of  government  of  said 
Territory. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Abcb&b^  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Henrf 
Sarage;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Taylos,  from  the  committee  for  revising 
the  m41itia  system,  made  a  report  on  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory, 
referred  on  the  29th  December  last ;  which  was 
read  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Tuesday  next. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  '^  to 
provide  for  the  return,  to  their  own  districts,  of 
vessels  detained  by  the  embargo,  in  districts  other 
than  those  where  they  are  respectively  owned  or 
belong,"  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Eppfis  submitted,  for  consideration,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

**RiBohoed^  That  an  additional  standing  committee 
be  established,  to  be  called  <  A  Committee  itn  Public 
Expenditures.' 

<«  It  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the  said  Committee  for  Pub- 
lic Expenditures  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  sev- 
eral pabiic  ]>epartments,  and  particularly  into  the  laws 
making  appropriations  of  moneys,  and  to  r^ieit  whe- 


ther the  moneys  have  been  disbatsed  eonfiirmaUy  wiHi 
soch  laws ;  and  ako  to  report,  from  tiroe  to  tioae,  eoeh 
prorisions  and  arrangements  as  may  be  nece—ary  to 
add  to  the  economy  of  the  DepartoMnts,  and  the  ae* 
conntabilitj  of  their  officers." 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stuabt,  the  Comnaitlee  <^ 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  explaining  or  amendiDg  the  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress^  entitled 
^'An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retaiieraof 
wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan* 
disc,"  and  in  relation  to  the  liability  of  practising 
physicians  to  the  tax  imposed  by  the  said  aet,  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 


wise. 


REVENUE  G0TTBB8. 


Mr.  Wood,  of  Maasachusetts,  offered  a  resolo* 
tion  to  the  following  effect: 

Ruohtdt  Tliat  the  Naval  CommittM  beioatratfted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placiag  on  the  pea* 
sion  list  of  the  United  Sutes  aU  officers,  aeamea,  6u^ 
that*  may  be  wounded  in  the  perfonnanoe  of  duly  oa 
board  the  revenue  cutters  of  the  United  States* 

Mr.  LowNDBB,  of  South  Carolina,  as  one  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  objected  to  the  ref^ 
erence  of  this  subject  to  that  coaamittee,  aa  wcU 
because  the  committee  had,  in  a  bill  tbef  had 
recently  reported,  expressed  the  opinion  to  what 
extent  the  principle  of  pensions  should  be  extend- 
ed, as  because  he  saw  a  material  distinction  be- 
tween the  cases  of  persons  serving  on  board  na* 
tional  vessels  of  war  and  revenue  cuttera^  arising 
from  the  difference  of  ordinary  compensation, « 
discipline,  danger  in  the  service,  die. 

Auer  some  observations,  not  distinctly  heard, 
from  Mr.  Wood,  by  way  of  reply,  Mr.  W.  ao  mod- 
ified his  motion  as  to  refer  the  proposed  inquiry 
to  a  select  committee;  and,  tboa  aaieoded,  the 
resolution  passed,  nem.  ditsea. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  acain  went  into  Committee  of  ike 
Whole*  on  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  Cacvfis,  of  Soath  Carolina,  (the  Speaker,) 
took  the  floor,  according  to  the  intention  he-aa* 
nonnced  yesterday,  and  spoke  aa  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman.  I  shall  follow  the  example 
which  other  gentlemen  have  catabliahed — I  ahall 
not  confine  myself  to  the  question  w4iich  Is  jm* 
mediately  presented  by  the  bill,  but  look  brteflf 
into  the  prominent  subjects  which  the  discuaeiai 
has  presented.  I  ahall  say  very  little  of  the  loaB| 
or  the  general  finance  of  the  Gk>veraaaeat.  Oa 
the  subject  of  our  finances  1  have  for  the  last  two 
years  occupied  much  of  the  attention  of  the  Houae^ 
and  am  verf  well  disposed  to  leave  the  aubject 
to  the  better  abilities  of  the  gentlemea  to  whom 
the  House  has  particularly  confided  the  manage- 
ment of  that  part  of  its  business.  It  is,  indeed, 
true,  that  the  system  of  finance  on  which  the 
Government  is  acting,  is  different  from  that  which 
1  deemed  proper,  and  which  I  made  some  endea- 
vora  to  aecompliah;  which  I  aopposed  it  wcHild 
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have  been  expedient  lo  have  adopted  in  a  state 
of  war,  to  put  beyond  peril  the  pablic  credit,  and 
to  supply  with  abundance  the  ways  and  means  to 
prosecute  the  war  with  vigor  and  effect.  But  I 
have  no  disposition  on  this  or  any  other  occasion 
to  speak  my  private  griefs;  and  I  will  only  add, 
that  I  wish  the  measure  all  possible  success ;  that 
I  know  the  resources  of  the  country  are  great ; 
that  I  believe  the  ultimate  security  of  the  creditor 
to  be  unquestionable,  and  that  the  enormous  in- 
terest given  by  Government  ffor  such  I  consider 
the  terms  of  the  last  loans  to  oe)  ought  to  attract 
every  cent  of  the  disengaged  capital  in  the  coun- 
try— because  in  no  other  way  can  the  holder  in- 
vest his  money  which  will  give  him  so  little 
trouble,  so  great  security,  and  so  much  pro6t. 

I  shall  not  either  examine  the  causes  m  which 
the  war  originated ;  because  on  this  subject,  when 
last  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  the  House 
upon  it,  in  the  close  of  the  12th  Congress,  I  spoke 
at  great  length,  and,  as  I  believe,  I  could  add 
very  little  to  what  I  then  said,  and  cannot  con- 
seat  to  repeat  what  I  have  said  before :  I  shall 
barely,  advert  to  the  causes  of  the  war,  for  the 
porpoee  of  examining  that  cause  on  which  prin- 
cipally its  continuance  is,  in  my  opinion,  justifia- 
ble and  necessary. 

Go  the  declaration  and  continuance  of  the  war, 
I  have  the  pleasure  lo  concur  heartily  with  my 
friends — and  it  gives  me  no  small  pleasure  to  do 
10$  for  although  I  have  sometimes  had  the  pain 
to  believe  that  thejr  were  not  disposed  to  allow 
me  equally  to  rejoice  with  them  in  the  honors 
and  triumphs  of  the  war,  I  do  not  therefore  in- 
dulge a  diminished  willingness  to  bear  a  full 
share  of  the  responsibility  which  attaches  to 
those  who  declared  and  who  have  continued  it  to 
the  present  day.  If  for  this  cause  they  fall,  I 
wish  no  exemption  from  a  common  fate.  It  is 
true,  as  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  GsoavBHOR)  some  time  a^^o  remarked,  on 
another  subject,  I  have  been  decidedly  opposed  to 
the  Government  and  the  majority  in  their  com- 
mercial policy.  I  have  been  opposed  to  what  is 
Qsaally  called  the  restrictive  svatem;  but  I  think 
th^  sentlemao  did  not  correctly  characterize  my 
conouet  when  he  said  that  I  trampled  on  these 
lawB.  [Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  mean  to  charge 
the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina  with  treating 
with  any  disrespect  the  laws  uf  his  country — but 
to  say,  that  he  had  been  actively  and  zealotislv 
opposed  to  their  policy.]  I  know  perfectly  well, 
aaid  Mr.  C,  the  honorable  gentleman  had  no 
wish  to  misrepresent  my  conduct;  I  have  had 
frequent  roaaifestations  of  his  good  dispositions 
towards  me,  vrhich  forbid  me  to  suppose  he  in- 
'  tended  to  place  my  conduct  in  a  point  of  view  the 
least  censurable  or  equivocal.  But  it  may  be 
nacessary,  and  I  take  the  occasion,  to  explain  my 
conduct  to  the  world.  I  shall  always  venerate 
the  laws  of  my  country,  were  it  merely  because 
they  are  the  laws  of  my  country,  however  zeal- 
ously I  may  have  contested  their  policy  or  may 
earnestly  deprecate  their  effects.  I  have  no  wish 
to  conceal  my  opposition  to  the  restrictive  system; 
ud  if  I  could  at  any  time  have  believed  that 


?freater  activity  on  mv  part  would  have  been  use* 
uL  it  should  have  been  cheerfully  yielded.  I 
particularly  rejoice,  sir,  at  the  resistance  I  made 
to  one  measure  connected  with  this  system,  which 
was  supported  by  a  majority  of  my  friends.  I 
mean  that  which  related  to  the  fair  and  unfortu- 
nate traders  who  were  supposed  to  to  have  in« 
curred  the  penalties  of  this  system  by  the  impor- 
tation of  their  property  from  the  enemy's  country ; 
and,  if  I  could  believe,  as  those  who  have  been 
disposed  to  revile  me  have  said,  that  my  conduct 
had  a  decided  influence  on  the  ultimate  issue  of 
that  measure,  I  should  think  my  fate  infinitely 
more  fortunate  than  iKe  ffeneral  lot  of  men  so 
humble  as  I  am.  I  should  know  that  I  had  lived 
for  a  great  and  important  purpose;  and  rejoicing 
in  the  justice  and  usefulness  of  it,  1  should  be 
careless  of  the  odium  which  might  have  attached 
to  the  act.  I  thank  God  I  have  never  found  any 
difficulty  in  deciding  between  a  just  and  a  popu- 
lar course.  I  have  always  been  able  to  surrender 
the  high  blandishments  of  popularity  (though  oat 
this  subject  1  affect  no  peculiar  insensibility) 
without  a  pang,  and  to  embrace  with  cheerful- 
ness the  homely  comforts  of  conscience  and  of 
duty. 

The  principal  causes  in  which  I  believe  the 
war  originated,  were  the  operation  of  the  British 
Orders  in  Council  on  our  commerce,  and  the  im- 
pressment of  our  seamen.  These  were  distin- 
guishable from  tlie  other  causes  of  dispute  be- 
tween the  two  countries  bv  this  striking  circumr 
stance,  that  they  were  always  present,  active, 
and  progressive.  If  our  causes  of  complaint  bad 
been  confined  to  past  injuries  aod  insults ;  if  we 
had  only  to  suffer  the  loss  of  the  many  milliona 
of  money  of  which  Great  Britain  had  robbed  our 
citizens  by  her  depredations  on  our  lawhil  com- 
merce, we  might  and  probably  would  have  con- 
tinued to  remonstrate  and  negotiate,  and  still 
have  avoided  war,  to  which  our  Government  has 
an  aversion  so  strong  as  to  wear  the  semblance  of 
pusillanimity.  But  it  was  the  daily  continu- 
ance of  the  injuries,  the  incessant  infliction,  and 
the  absence  of  all  hope  that  these  injuries  were 
to  end,  that  drove  the  nation  neceasariiy  and  un- 
avoidably to  resistance ;  unable  to  carry  the  pro- 
ductions of  our  own  soil  on  the  highway  of  na- 
tions— the  great  ocean-— of  which,  like  the  light 
and  air,  it  was  intended  by  nature  none  should 
have  dominion,  to  ports  not  blockaded,  without 
exposing  them  to  inevitable  capture,  and  this 
often  in  the  mouths  of  our  own  harbors,  was  a 
situation  which  affected  vitally  not  merely  the 
interests  but  the  independence  of  the  nation.  To 
have  endured  it  would  have  sunk  us  to  a  rank  so 
degraded  among  nations,  as  could  not  have  failed 
to  draw  upon  us  the  everlasting  contempt  of  the 
world.  I  have,  however,  no  hesitation  in  ad- 
mitting, for  I  shall  speak  with  the  utmost  can- 
dor on  the  subject,  that^  had  I  known  of  the  rev- 
ocation of  the  Orders  in  Council  at  the  moment, 
of  the  declaration  of  war,  I  would  not  have  voted 
for  it ;  I  speak  only  for  myself,  though  I  believe 
I  am  not  singular  in  this  view  of  the  subject.  I 
am  even  willing  to  admiCy  though  on  this  ppiut  I 
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know  I  differ  from  some  of  my  frieods,  that  the 
re?ocatioD  of  which  we  were  afterwards  io- 
formed,  as  it  was  ezpiaiaed  by  the  Ministry  to 
Parliament,  would  have  been  to  me  satisfactory. 
Bat  wbateTer  the  effect  of  this  rerocation  might 
have  been  in  preTenting  war,  had  a  knowle&e 
of  it  in  this  eoantry  preceded  war,  yet  the  suV 
ject  presents  a  rery  different  aspect  after  war  has 
been  declared.  It  is  impossible  not  to  see  and  to 
feel  that,  were  we  to  make  peace  without  any 
security  against  that  abuse  of  our  rights  which 
formed  the  other  great  cause  of  war,  it  would  be 
an  obvious  and  onequivcyral  submission  to  the 
claim  of  right  which  the  enemy  sets  up,  and  to 
the  injurious  and  abusive  exercise  of  this  claim 
which  we  have  so  long  suffered.  This  idea  is 
strongly  presented  by  the  reflections  with  which 
I  commenced  in  speaking  of  the  nature  of  the 
principal  causes  of  the  war :  namely,  that  it  is 
not  an  injury,  no  matter  how  great  in  extent, 
which  has  ceased  to  be  active,  and  which  has 
therefore  lost  in  a  great  degree  its  offensive  char- 
acter, but  one  which  is  daily  and  hourly  repeated, 
intermitted  only  by  the  existence  of  actual  war, 
under  circumstances  too  intolerable  to  be  borne 
by  a  nation  not  dead  to  all  the  feelings  of  honor 
and  of  shame.  Exemplify  the  result  of  a  peace 
without  any  arrangement  on  this  subject ;  if  it 
would  not  leave  the  (Government  the  ordinary 
means  of  remonstrance,  it  would  leave  nothing 
but  a  disgraceful  submission  to  the  insulting  in- 
jury. Nuw  I  aver  that  the  ordinarv  meaps  of 
remonstrance  would  not  be  left  to  tne  GK>vern- 
ment.  These  means  enable  it  to  state  not  only 
the  injustice  of  the  cause  of  complaint,  but  that, 
if  persisted  in,  it  will  lead  to  national  resistance — 
to  war.  But  were  we  to  conclude  a  peace  with 
Gkeat  Britain  without  any  arrangement  on  this 
subject,  should  we  be  able  to  say  to  her  after- 
wards, dCMst  or  war  will  be  the  consequence? 
No,  she  will  reply ;  it  is  not  cause  for  war,  for 
yoii  have  yourselves  when  it  continued  a  sub- 
sisting injury,  when  our  pretensions  were  una- 
bated, and  our  practice  unrestrained,  except  by 
the  existence  of  war,  actually  abandoned  a  war 
in  which  you  were  engaged  with  us  for  this  very 
injury.  It  would,  therefore,  be  absurd  to  sup- 
pose that  you  would  make  war  for  a  cause  which 
did  not  forbid  you  to  make  peace.  On  this  prin- 
ciple I  justify  the  conduct  of  the  Government  in 
rejecting  the  armistice  proposed  by  Admiral  War- 
ren. That  proposition  denied  even  a  temporary 
suspension  of  the  abuse,  and  therefore  left  us  no 
hope  of  a  permanent  security  against  it,  the  ex- 
pectation of  which  alone  could  have  recom- 
mended either  an  armistice  or  negotiation.  On 
this  subject  let  me  say,  that  it  is  not  contended 
by  this  Government  that  Great  Britain  shall  re- 
nounce the  claim  of  right,  as  the  only  condition 

00  which  it  will  piit  an  end  to  the  war.    When 

1  say  this.  I  deem  it  necessary  to  declare,  that 
although  I  speak  with  great  confidence,  I  do  not 
found  my  opinion  on  any  knowledge  of  the 
counsels  of  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
menu  Of  these  I  have  no  knowledge,  but  I  speak 
from  its  public  acts,  from  the  public  declarationa 


of  those  who  have  its  confidence,  and  from  the 
evidence  of  circumstances  which  surround  us. 
From  all  these  I  have  no  difficulty  in  saying, 
that  all  this  Government  demands  is  a  reasona- 
ble and  praeticable  security  against  the  abuse  of 
the  practice;  and  I  venture  to  say,  that  were  the 
minority  in  power  to-morrow,  they  would  not 
conclude  a  peace  on  terms  less  favorable  ;  they 
will  not,  as  the  minority  of  this  body^  declare 
that  peace  ought  to  be  made  without  this  secur- 
ity. They  will  not  venture  to  meet  the  people 
or  the  United  States  with  such  a  declirmuoa.  If 
they  do,  the  majority  need  not  fear  the  eoase- 
quences. 

I  pass  from  the  causes  to  the  conduct  of  the 
war.  The  past  conduct  of  the  war ;  this,  I  think, 
cannot  be  defended,  and  as  I  have  not  been  an 
indiscriminate  supporter  of  the  measures  and 
policy  of  the  Government,  so  I  will  not  be  an 
indiscriminate  apologist  of  the  conduct  of  the 
war.  But  although  it  cannot  be  entirely  de- 
fended it  may  admit  of  some  excuse.  When  it 
is  recollected  that  this  nation  was  roused  by 
the  declaration  of  war  from  the  slumber  of  thirty 
years  of  tranquillity  and  peace ;  that  it  was  with- 
out officers  of  experience ;  without  military  sci- 
ence or  military  establishments ;  when  we  rec- 
ollect the  comfortable  mediocrity  of  fortune 
which  our  eitizeus  enjoy,  which  gives  them 
homes  and  families  from  which  they  reluctantly 
part  s  when  we  recollect  the  high  spirit  of  lib- 
erty which  is  breathed  by  every  man  in  oor  free 
and  happy  country,  where  the  poorest  man  sees 
in  the  most  exalted  only  his  political  equal, 
which,  ho  tvever  great  the  political  boast^  is  yet 
a  circumstance  the  most  incongruous  with  the 
soirit  of  subordination,  and  the  habiu  of  disci- 
pline and  obedience,  which  are  necessary  to  form 
soldiers;  when  with  such  means  and  of  such 
materials  our  army  was  to  be  formed,  we  ought 
to  have  been  prepared  for  many  of  the  disasters 
and  disappointments  we  have  suffered.  But  just 
in  proportion  as  we  should  have  expected  disas- 
trous results  we  confidently  relied  upon  success 
and  the  public  mind  was  consequently  prepared 
to  magnify  our  misfortunes,  and  to  look  at  tWe 
future  with  despondency.  From  this  cause  we 
have  been  able  to  see  but  one  side  of  the  picture. 
Could  we  penetrate  the  councils  <^  the  enemy, 
and  enter  into  his  sensibilities,  we  might  discover 
that  our  misfortunes  have  been  magnified,  and 
oor  successes  diminished,  by  the  optics  which 
have  heretofore  presented  them  to  our  view.  Let 
us  compare  our  own  situation  with  that  of  the 
enemy  ;  let  us  eater  into  his  sensibilities  and  dis- 
appointment! and  compare  them  with  our  own. 
There  are  but  two  signal  instances  of  discomfit- 
ure of  which  we  complain.  The  first  in  the  sur- 
render of  Detroit,  and  the  second  in  the  failure 
of  the  expedition  against  Montreal.  These  are 
our  principal  misfortunes.  On  the  other  had,  we 
can  boast  the  destruction  of  Proctor's  army,  and 
the  successful  attack  and  capture  of  York.  Let 
us  take  the  enemy's  view  of  these  events.  Nei- 
ther of  the  officers  of  the  enemy  who  commanded 
on  these  occasions  has  been  since  employad. 
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Proctor  has  saffered  the  sererest  censure,  id  the 
general  orders  of  the  CommaDder-ia-chier.  that 
iaoguage  can  express,  and  8heafie,  it  is  under- 
stood, bas  been  sent  to  England,  perhaps  for  trial 
for  his  misconduct.  The  enemy,  then,  supposes 
oar  successes  on  these  occasions,  however  we 
may  regard  them,  as  beary  misfortunes  to  his 
arms.  The  victory  of  Harrison  was  such  as 
would  have  secured  to  a  Roman  Gkneral,  in  the 
best  days  of  the  Republic,  the  honors  of  a  tri- 
umph. He  pot  an  end  to  the  war  io  Ujpper  |Can- 
ada.  The  attack  on  York  was  highly  spirited, 
and  the  success  was  brilliant  and  complete  ;  and 
this,  too,  under  the  disadvantage  of  having  lost 
Ike  commanding  officer,  the  gallant  Pike,  at  the 
moment  when  the  harvest  of  victory  was  to  be 
reaped.  The  war  on  the  land  has  not,  then, 
been  so  disastrous  or  so  dishonorable  as  we  have 
sometimes  supposed. 

But  on  what  principle,  in  estimating  the  char- 
acter and  effects  of  this  war,  are  gentlemen  au- 
thorized to  separate  the  operations  on  land  from 
those  on  the  ocean  and  the  lakes.  I  claim  not 
eiclusively  for  my  own  political  friends  the  hon- 
ors of  our  naval  triumphs.  1  was  among  the 
first  to  accuse  them  of  their  neglect  of  this  ser- 
vice^  and  to  urge  them  to  cherish  and  support  the 
Naval  £stabtisbment.  But  1  cannot  either  allow 
to  the  ffentleroen  in  the  Opposition  the  claim 
which  tney  affect  of  being  the  exclusive  friends 
of  the  Navy.  They  have  discarded  the  man  (the 
late  President  Adams)  who  was  its  greatest  pa- 
tron, and  rejected  from  the  times  which  they 
love  to  call  their  own,  the  period  in  which  it  re- 
ceived its  greatest  and  its  happiest  impetus.  But 
let  its  patrons  and  its  friends  be  whom  they  may, 
I  have  a  right  to  claim  its  merits  for  the  coun- 
try; and  when  we  connect  our  naval  deeds  with 
the  other  events  of  the  war,  who  will  venture  to 
say  this  has  been  an  inglorious  war  ?  An  inglo- 
rious war  1  Insult  not  the  gallant  men  who  have 
iought  and  bled  in  your  battles,  and  yet  live  with 
high  claims  to  your  applause.  Tresd  not  so 
rudely  on  the  ashes  of  the  heroic  dead.  Could 
the  soul  of  Lawrence  speak  from  the  cerements 
which  confine  his  mouldering  body,  in  what  ap- 
palling language  would  he  rebuke  the  mau  who 
should  assert  that  the  contest  in  which  he  so 
nobly  conquered  and  so  nobly  died,  was  an  inglo- 
rious war  I  Will  you  tell  that  worthy  man,*  who 
fAla  witli  so  much  fidelity  and  usefulness  a  sta- 
^  in  your  service  on  this  floor,  that  this  is  an 
iogloriotts  war  ?  He  has  beheld  one  soof  triumph 
over  his  couairy's  foe,  and  live  to  hear  and  to 
receive  the  applause  and  gratitude  of  his  coun- 
try. He  has  seen  another^  fall  in  the  arms  of  vic- 
tory, heroically  aiding  in  an  achievement,  which 
if  it  be  not  unparalielTed  is  certainly  not  exceeded 
in  the  annab  of  history.  Happy  father!  yet  I 
would  call  him  a  miserable  and  hopeless  man  were 
this  an  inglorious  war.    But  I  must  call  him  a 

*  Mr.  ClsxtoD,  one  of  the  officers  of  the  House, 
t  Lieutenant  Clazton  who  was  on  board  the  Wasp 
ivhen  she  captured  the  Frolic 
)  Midshipman  Ciaxton. 
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most  happy  father,  for  Qod  and  nature  have  im- 
planted in  our  bosoms  a  principle  which  elevates 
us  above  the  love  of  life  and  friends,  and  makes  us 
think  their  loss  a  blessing  when  they  are  yielded 
up  in  the  cause  of  a  beloved  country,  on  the  altar 
and  in  the  spirit  of  patriotism.  It  is  this  princi- 
ple which  makes  that  excellent  father  reflect  not 
merely  with  composure  but  with  pleasure  on  the 
child  of  his  love  |[iving  up  his  life  in  battle;  hia 
blood  mingling  with  the  wave  and  his  body  en- 
tombed in  the  bosom  of  Erie.  Yes,  he  would 
rather  feel  the  consciousness  that  his  gallant  boy 
fousht  with  Perry  and  died  in  the  glorious  battle 
of  the  lOih  of  September  than  now  embrace  him 
in  his  arms,  again  animated  with  the  strong  pulse 
of  life — again  pouring  into  the  parental  bosom 
his  filial  duty  and  lighting  up  a  father's  pride 
and  juy! 

We  are  naturally  led  to  speak  next  of  the  fu- 
ture conduct  of  the  war.  It  is  said  that  the  ne- 
gotiations which  are  pending  should  make  us 
relax  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  and  confine 
our  operations  to  the  single  object  of  our  own  de- 
fence. It  would  be  sufficient  to  oppose  this  ad  vice 
by  the  practice  of  every  country  and  every  age: 
by  one  of  the  best  known  maxims  of  national 
policy — that  your  preparations  should  be  greatest 
at  the  moment  that  you  most  anxiously  desire 
and  most  earnestly  seeic  peace;  and  by  one  of  the 
most  frequent  results  of  national  experience,  that 
exactly  in  proportion  to  your  ability  to  do  your 
enemy  injury  do  you  negotiate  to  advantage. 
Let  us  suppose  the  negotiation  to  fail,  and  in  tlie 
meantime  we  neglect  the  establishment  of  an  effi- 
cient army,  what  disgrace  and  what  calamity 
might  not  be  the  result !  We  are  told  that  our 
past  misfortunes  should  admonish  us  of  our  in- 
ability to  wage  the  war  upon  the  land,  and  we 
are  particularly  advised  not  to  attempt  the  inva- 
sion and  conquest  of  Canada.  Our  misfortunes, 
it  is  admitted,  should  lead  us  to  the  practice  of 
caution,  but  should  not  deter  us  from  the  exercise 
of  our  faculties ;  they  should  rather  animate  us, 
as  we  may  hope  to  remove  their  causes,  to  more 
vigorous  efforts.  I  should  consider  the  prevalence 
of  the  opinion  that  the  nation  was  unaole  to  waze 
this  war  as  one  of  the  heaviest  calamities  it  could 
suffer — as  the  very  greatest  calamity  it  could  be 
doomed  to  suffer.  But  I  am  sure  there  is  no 
foundation  for  the  opinion,  if  the  power  and  re- 
sources of  the  nation  be  properly  called  forth  and 
employed.  The  invasion  of  Canada  is  supposed 
by  genilemen  in  the  Opposition  to  be  the  most 
exceptionable  way  in  which  the  war  can  be 
waged.  It  is  said  Great  Britain  will  not  surren- 
der Canada,  and  thai  it  is  therefore  useless  to  take 
it,  as  the  war  will  be  rendered  interminable  should 
we  attempt  to  retain  it.  But  as  it  is  seen  that  the 
retention  of  Canada  is  not  a  necessary  conse- 
quence of  its  conquest,  or  the  only  way  of  mak- 
ing it  useful  in  that  attainment  of  the  end  of  war--- 
a  removal  of  the  principal  causes  of  war — it  is 
found  necessary  to  give  another  basis  to  the  ar- 
gument, and  it  is  said  that  Canada  is  of  so  little 
consequence  to  Qreat  Britain,  that  she  will  sacri- 
fice it  rather  than  give  up  any  important  com* 
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mercial  right  or  priTilegc  I  shall  not  stap  to 
ootice  what  appears  to  be  an  inconsistencf  in 
these  argomeats ;  bat  sajr  it  is  denied  that  this 
GoTernment  claims  of  the  enemy  the  surrender 
of  any  important  right  or  pri? ilege.  It  claims 
not  even  a  surrender  of  the  pretended  right  of 
searching  our  ships  for  her  seamen.  We  only 
ask  an  arrangement  which  shall  prevent  an  abuse 
of  the  practice,  as  the  eloquent  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  FoaaTTB)  has  demonstrated  from 
the  correspondence  with  Admiral  Warren.  We 
demanded  only  a  security  against  the  abuse  of 
her  power  which  shall  exempt  our  own  seamen, 
our  own  citizens,  from  the  intolerable  outrage  of 
impressment,  and  this  I  say  Great  Britain  will 
g[Tant  us  rather  than  surrender  Canada,  or  con- 
tinue the  war,  unless  we  suffer  it  to  languish. 

I  a^ee  with  gentlemen  who  say  that  Great 
Britain  will  not  surrender  Canada.    Its  value/or 
its  trade  and  supplies  is  not  the  favorite  view  in 
which  that  possession  is  considered  by  the  British 
nation.    It  is  connected  with  the  most  brilliant 
era  of  her  history — that  of  the  wars  of  Chatham. 
They  would  part  with  twentv  suffar  islands  rather 
than  give  up  the  barren  rock  of  Cape  Diamond. 
They  consider  it  as  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
ornaments  of  the  British  Crown.    It  is  insepara- 
ble from  events  which  emblazon  the  pages  of 
their  history — which  animate  the  eloquence  of 
their  orators — which  give  confidence  to  their 
statesmen,  and  inspire  with  valor  their  soldiers, 
and  with  patriotism  their  people.    The  peasant, 
who  has  not  learnt  his  alphabet,  can  read  in  that 
possession  his  country's  glory,  and  in  a  rapid  and 
intuitive  glance   see  the    pride  and   power  of 
France  and  Spf  in  humbled  by  the  Britbh  armi. 
In  imagination  he  stands  upon  the  cliffii  of  Que- 
bec, and,  looking  down  from  the  fearful  height 
on  the  flood  beneath,  admires  the  daring  valor 
which  ventured  to  assail  its  lofty  battlements.   In 
imagination  he  treads  the  plains  of  Abraham,  and 
Ulks  (as  he  had  heard  his  fathers  talk)  of  Wolfe 
and  ot  Montcalm,  and  how  they  beat  the  French, 
and  how  the  manly,  mighty  counsels  of  Chatham 
elevated  the  character  of  his  country,  and  spread 
her  glory  through  the  world.    Now,  sir,  it  ap* 
pears  to  me  that  this  state  of  things  presents  the 
nappiest  means  of  carrying  on  the  war  with  a 
reasonable  hope  of  attaining  its  just  object — an 
honorable  peace.    We  have  at  our  doors,  within 
the  reach  of  our  most  effectual  blows,  a  posses- 
non  highly  vulnerable,  which  our  ^oemjT  greatly 
prizes,  and  will  most  reluctantly  suffer  to  be 
wrested  from  him.  Consider  these  circumstances, 
and  connect  them  with  the  many  other  induce- 
ments which  Great  Britain  has  to  make  peace 
with  us,  and  it  would  seem,  if  we  are  true  to  our- 
selves, if  we  exhibit  an  honorable  spirit,  and  make 
a  manly  effort,  we  will  effect  an  honorable  peace 
at  no  distant  day. 

Sir,  Great  Britain  needs,  and  ou^ht  to  desire, 
a  peace  with  this  country.  What  inducements 
has  she  to  continue  the  war?  All  we  demand 
she  can  grant  without  affecting  her  interests,  her 
honor,  or  her  pride.  We  only  want  a  security 
against  the  abuse  of  her  power.    By  the  contin- 


uance of  the  war  ahe  cannot  add  to  her  power,  or 


her  glory,  or  her  i^ns.    How  can  she  add  to  her 

power  ?    No  one  imagines,  if  she  could  conquer, 

that  she  could  retain  a  foot  on  oor  territory. 

Her  glory  ?    On  this  point  she  has  everything  to 

lose  and  nothing  to  gain.    Could  she  capture 

every  vessel  of  war  we  have,  when  the  sopcrior 

force  with  which  she  would  do  it  is  considered, 

it  could  add  nothing  to  her  national  renown.    It 

is  a  war  which  can  yield  her  no  laurels.    Nor  can 

it  yield  her  any  pecuniary  advantage.    This  is 

to  be  sought  with  us  in  the  paths  of  peace.  What 

on  the  other  band  are  her  inducements  to  put  an 

end  to  the  war  ?  The  expense  of  the  war  is  alone 

sufficient.    It  is  a  war  on  her  part  whose  effeels 

can  bear  no  proportion  to  its  expense.    It  ia  in  its 

nature  vastly  expensive  and  burdensoBie  to  her. 

Recollect  the  vast  expense  she  incsrred  in  o« 

Revolutionary  struggle,  which  heaped  op  so  tan 

mensely  her  national  debt,  and  we  will  be  able 

to  form  some  opinion  of  the  probable  BMgnitode 

of  her  expenditures  in  this  war.    It  wQl  be  a 

moderate  estimate  to  say  that  it  costs  her  double 

the  sum  we  expend,  and  that  will  aaake  this  war. 

in  which  she  cannot  boast  a  trophy  or  risk  a  hope| 

cost  her  fifteen  millions  of  pounlds  sterling  per  an- 

num.  More,  probably,  than  the  war  she  has  lately 

carried  on,  with  so  much  glory,  in  Spain  and  Pat^ 

tugaL    More,  certainly,  than  she  expends  to  ani* 

mate  and  sustain  all  the  allied  Powers  ^  the 

Continent  in  the  great  contest  ia  which  they  are 

engaged.    But  what  renders  this  expense  more 

burdensome  and  embarraMing  is,  this  is  a  war  ia 

which  the  expenditure  is  made  abroad.    Were 

three  times  the  sum  expended  in  the  Kingdom  it 

would  less  distress  the  nation.    It  wouul  then 

only  change  hands — it  now  passes  entirely  away. 

At  the  same  time,  too,  that  she  makes  this  great 

aad  useless  expenditure,  she  is  obliged  to  support 

the  war  from  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  to  subii- 

dize  the  Northern  allies.    TlMse  expenditures 

also  are  made  abroad,  and  all  these  together  must 

produce  inconceivable  embarrassmeats  in  their 

trade  and  finance.    I  have  no  allnsioa  whatever 

to  the  old  and  the  wild  notion  that  Great  Britain 

cannot  support  her  credit,  and  that  she  nanst  siak 

under  the  immense  burdens  of  her  debt  aad  her 

expenditures.    I  acknowledge  the  vastness  of  her 

ability,  and  that  were  it  necessary  to  preserve 

great  and  importants  rights  she  eoold  oaake  yet 

freater  expenditures.  But  the  exertion  would  not 
e  natural;  it  would  be  distressing;  and  woaM 
not  prove  that  her  best  and  most  urgent  policy  is 
not  to  lessen  rather  than  increase  her  expendi* 
tures.  Let  it  not  be  supposed,  that,  from  tbesoe- 
cesses  of  her  own  arms,  and  the  arms  of  the  al- 
lies, she  is  relieved  from  the  pecuniary  demands 
she  has  hitherto  borne;  on  the  contrary,  her  alliet 
are  exhausted  ia  their  fiaance.  and  look  to  her 
alone  for  pecuniary  support,  while  the  moment 
of  fruition,  that  of  the  consummation  of  hope 
long  indulged,  presented  in  near  prospect,  urges 
them  to  every  exertion  they  can  possibly  make 
to  secure  the  object  for  which  they  have  so  loag 
sighed,  and  for  the  attainment  of  which  they 
have  expended  so  much  blood  and  treasure.    It 
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is  a  momeot  when  they  most  gnat  evervthing — 
it  is  a  moment  io  which  they  may  be  called  upoa 
to  make  yet  greater  ezertioos  and  greater  expen- 
ditures than  any  they  hare  hitherto  made — it  is  a 
moment  in  which  the  most  ob?iott8  poller  would 
direct  Great  Britain  to  meet  us  amicaDly  and 
treat  us  justly ;  and  nothing  more  is  necessary  to 
put  an  end  to  this  war* 

There  is  another  Tery  powerful  reason  why 
Great  Britain  should  desire  peace  with  us — this 
ia  founded  in  the  advantages  of  our  trade.    I 
know  we  hare  orerrated  the  influence  of  our 
trade  as  a  measure  of  coercion,  but  it  is  notwith- 
standing unquestionably  highly  valuable  to  her. 
The  lots  of  it  would  not  induce  her  to  make  a 
great  sacrifice  of  interest  or  feeling,  bat  at  any 
raomeat  when  she  shoald  suffer  no  motive  but 
her  lepl  isterests  to  govern  her,  it  would  be  a 
very  powerfctl  pacifi^tor.    We  were,  when  a 
good  andorsianaing  subsisted  between  the  two 
nations,  her  best  customer.    We  took  from  her 
two-fifths  of  all  the  exports  of  her  woollen  mano- 
iactores,  which  she  always  considered  her  sreat 
staple,  and  a  vast,  if  not  an  equal  amount  of  her 
eotion  goods,  besides  other  articles;  and  when 
peace  shall  be  again  restored,  we  shall  again  be 
her  best  customer ;  for,  whatever  may  be  thought 
to  the  contrary,  there  will  be  no  ohao^i^  wrought 
by  the  war,  unless  ft  be  very  long  continued, 
which  can  materially  alter  the  commercial  re- 
lations of  the  two  countries;  and  she  may  justly 
hope,  on  the  restoration  of  peace,  for  a  restoration 
of  our  valuable  cuatom  as  a  porehaser  of  her 
manufactures.    Our  trade  is  rendered  even  more 
necessary  to  her  by  the  sreat  demand  which  is 
said  to  exist  for  her  manufactures  for  the  markets 
of  other  countries,  because  we  furnish  the  raw 
materials  of  many  of  them,  of  better  quality  and 
on  better   terms  than  any  other  country  can. 
They  cannot,  for  example,  from  all  the  colonies 
of  the  world,  eompleteiv  substitute  our  cottons^- 
their  endeavors  to  establish  the  affirmative  of  this 
proposition,  to  my  mind,  very  satisfactorily  show 
a  material  dependence  upon  us  for  this  article. 
Docs  it  not  I  hen  seem  that  the  terms  which  we 
demand  of  the  enemy  are  reasonable  and  attain- 
•Ue? 

I  come  now  to  speak  of  that  subject  which  was 
ny  principal  inducement  to  claim  your  attention 
in  this  debate— I  allude  to  the  question  of  retalia- 
ttoa.  The  eoaductof  tlie  Government  is  not  only 
condemned  in  this  partioular,  but  it  is  also  said 
we  onght  not  to  prosecute  the  war  against  Canada 
lest  it  shoald  provoke  the  enemy  to  give  occasion 
for  the  exercise  of  the  retaliation  which  we  have 
threatened.  Let  us  see  what  foundation  there  is 
ibr  vhis  humiliating  doctrine.  This  question  is 
one  of  the  grarest  and  most  solemn  character; 
affecting  deeply  the  honor  of  the  country,  the  duty 
of  the  Government,  and  the  lives  of  our  citisens. 
I  wish)  for  the  last  reason,  it  had  been  the  pleasure 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  minority  to  have  passed 
it  over  in  silence.  I  think  it  would  have  been 
safest  and  wisest.  I  pretend  not,  however,  to  dic- 
tate the  conduct  of  other  gentlemen,  but  i  must 
be  permitted  to  enter  oay  protest  against  the  doe** 


trines  which  have  been  maintained  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  on  this  subject.  I  think,  but  I 
wish  to  be  understood  as  speaking  with  a  proper 
deference  for  the  opinions  of  other  gentlemen, 
this  subject  has  been  very  erroneously  considered. 
It  has  been  made  by  the  combatants  on  either  side 
to  depend  altogether  on  the  question  of  expatria* 
tion,  when  it  has  very  little  and  very  remote  re- 
lation to  that  question.  But,  as  the  inquiry  is  one 
of  very  great  importance,  I  hope  I  may  be  par* 
dooed  for  disonssing  it  first  in  the  way  in  wnich 
it  has  been  heretofore  g^enerally  treated,  in  order 
that  I  may  draw  the  subject  from  thence,  without 
any  f  iolence  to  the  common  mode  of  thinkingi 
into  that  point  of  light  in  which  I  suppose  it 
ought  to  viewed. 

To  ^>eak,  then,  of  expatriation.  The  right  of  ex- 
patriation, which  is  broadly  and  generally  affirm«l 
on  the  one  hand,  is  on  the  other  rebutted  in  equal 
extent,  by  the  claim  of  perpetual  allegiance.  These 
may  be  assumed  to  be  equivalent  questions.  The 
affirmation  of  the  one  is  the  negation  of  the  other. 
This  it  may  be  material  to  remember,  because  it 
will  be  necessary,  in  the  course  of  the  argument, 
to  show  that  naturalization,  which  is  generally 
considered  as  destructive  of  perpetual  allegiance 
and  synonymous  with  expatriation,  is  really  not 
so.  rerpetoal  allegiance  is  alleged  to  be  founded 
on  natural  law,  the  positive  law  of  nations,  or  the 
municipal  law  of  each  State.  We  will  examine 
each ;  and  first,  the  law  of  nature.  To  determine 
what  is  the  law  of  nature,  the  simplest  way  may 
be,  not  to  embarrass  ourselves  with  equivocall  de- 
finitions, but  to  look  at  things  through  our  best 
judgments,  with  a  view  to  discover  their  just  fit- 
ness and  connexion.  We  may  call  in  the  aid  and 
authority  of  writers  of  character  and  reputation, 
and  with  these  lights  seek  our  conclusion.  In 
this  view  we  are  able  to  discover  but  two  princi- 
ples or  pretences,  on  which  the  duty  of  perpetual 
alle{;iance  is  affirmed,  or  the  right  of  expatriation 
dented.  These  are  the  necessities  of  the  State 
and  the  gratitude  of  the  subject.  These  are  the 
onlv  grounds  stated  by  Vattel,  to  whom  alone  I 
shall  refer  as  my  authority  for  positions  of  natural 
and  national  law,  because  I  can  refer  to  no  better 
authority,  the  more  especially  as  on  the  points 
for  which  I  shall  use  him,  i  believe  he  agrees 
with  all  other  writers.(a) 

The  obligation  resulting  from  the  necessity  of 
the  State,  can  apply  to  none  but  extreme  oases- 
such,  for  example,  as  the  instance  of  invasion,  or  '. 
the  case  of  war,  when  great  numbers  should  sod* 
denly  abandon  the  State— ^a  necessity  that  neither 
does  nor  can  exist  in  relation  to  the  few  scattered 
instances  of  expatriation  which  the  practice  and 
experience  of  nations  have  hitherto  exhibited  to 
our  view,  and  which  form  the  whole  of  the  instances 
about  which  we  reason ;  nor  can  it  form  any 
foundation  for  perpetual  allegiance  in  the  extent 
in  which  it  is  claimed ;  which  is  not  confined  to 
cases  of  extraordinary  character,  such  as  1  have 
mentioned,  but  embraces  every  subject  born  in 
the  country,  and  is  neither  limited  by  time  nor 
circumstances. 
.  The  extent  uf  that  obligation,  which  is  founded 
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on  the  gratitude  of  the  subject,  mast  bear  some 
proportion  to  ibe  beoeOt  that  he  has  received  aod 
thefa vor  that  the  Go?ernroeot  has  cooferred.  Now 
what  benefit  has  the  subject  received  ?  When  in 
a  state  of  infancy,  he  has  been  protected  and  per- 
mitted to  live  up  to  adult  }rears  in  security  and 
peace.  But  has  this  benefit  imposed  an  obligation 
which  has  no  limits,  which  iscummensuraie  with 
CTery  faculty,  mental  and  physical,  which  the  sub- 
ject possesses,  and  coextensive  with  the  duration 
of  his  life?  Those  who  form  a  State  at  given 
lime,  repay,  by  the  services  of  the  time,  the  protec' 
tion  of  the  Government  fur  the  same  period.  The 
aervices  of  the  ancestor  are  a  full  equivalent  to 
the  sovereign  for  the  proleciion  which  is  enjoyed 
by  his  offifpring  as  well  as  himself;  and  the  son, 
when  he  arrives  at  adult  age  and  is  able  himself 
to  serve  the  State,  is  nothing  in  arrear  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. Put  the  case  of  any  actual  society  or 
population.  Is  not  the  protection  of  the  Govern- 
ment folly  repaid  by  the  gross  population,  includ- 
ing the  young  and  the  old,  at  any  given  period? 
The  adult  it  may  be  admitted  owes  a  debt  of  grat- 
itude to  some  one  for  the  care  and  assistance  by 
which  he  has  been  reared ;  to  his  parent,  if  you 
please,  but  certainly  not  to  the  sovereien,  who,  it 
IS  seen,  has  received  a  full  equivalent  tor  the  pro- 
tection which  the  subject  has  enjoyed.  There 
appears,  then,  to  be  no  foundation  for  the  claim 
of  perpetual  allefl[iance  in  the  necessities  of  the 
State,  or  the  gratitude  of  the  subject  for  the  ben- 
efits he  has  received.  I  will  illustrate  the  argu- 
ment in  relation  to  the  last  of  these  pretences  by 
the  case  of  parent  and  child.  The  gratitude  due  by 
the  citizen  to  the  sovereign  cannot  be  greater  in 
the  opinion  of  those  who  most  revere  theobliga- 
tion,  than  that  of  the  child  to  the  parent — yet  there 
is  no  man  who  would  not  be  shocked  at  the  in- 
justice of  the  parent  who  should  claim  from  his 
child  perpetual  servitude,  as  a  debt  of  gratitude 
for  his  nurture. 

Is  there  anything  in  the  general  nature  of  gov- 
ernment which  will  authorize  the  doctrine  of  per- 
petual allegiance  ?  I  do  not  mean  any  particular 
Government,  but  government  in  its  essential  form. 
The  very  argument  in  which  we  are  engaged 
teems  to  furnish  the  evidence  on  which  we  must 
come  to  a  negative  conclusion.  It  proves,  to  say 
the  least,  that  the  claim  of  perpetual  allegiance 
is  a  question  of  great  doubt.  But  the  natural 
right  of  man  an  he  existed  when  independent  of 
government,  in  a  state  of  nature,  (and  though  we 
are  not  reasoniog  of  men  who  have  ever  been  in 
this  state,  it  is  fair  aod  necessary,  in  order  to  as- 
certain his  actual  situation,  to  advert  to  this  pos- 
sible state,)  to  go  where  he  pleased  and  to  serve 
whom  he  pleased,  was  clear  and  indubiiable.  The 
state  of  the  fact,  then,  is  this :  His  original  rifhi 
is  clear,  but  his  subsequent  obligation  is  doubttul, 
and  therefore,  unless  the  less  shall  more  than 
countervail  the  stronger  proof,  the  conclusion 
ought  to  be  that  he  is  not  bound  to  perpetual  al- 
leffiance. 

put  let  us  continue  the  inquiry.  Is  there  any- 
thing in  the  general  nature  of  Guvernmf^nt  which 
will  authorize  perpetual  allegiance?    What  is 


the  foundation  of  the  power  of  Gtovernment?   Is 
it  not  clearly  and  obviously  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion?   How  else  can  we  suppose  it  to  exist? 
Government  most  be  located.    It  must  exist  with- 
in territorial  limits,  or  with  reference  to  territo- 
rial limits.    Its  basis,  then,  is  territorial  jurisdie- 
tion^  and  its  authority  is  co- extensive  with  its 
territorial  limiu  and  the  extension  of  iu  territo- 
rial power.    If  we  seek  for  examples,  we  shall 
find  that  its  authority  ceases  where  these  ceas^ 
and  extends  where  these  extend.    In  relation  to 
territorial  limits,  the  idea  is  easily  and  perfectly 
conceived;  but,  of  the  extension  of  territorial 
power,  it  will  be  necessary  to  speak  and  to  state 
the  instances,  which  will  at  once  illustrate  the 
argument  and  establish  the  rule.    There  is  the 
instance  of  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Govera- 
ment  beyond  its  territorial  limits  to  the  dtstanco 
of  a  certain  number  of  leagues  from  the  shore; 
there  is  also  the  instance  ofships,  whether  vessels 
of  war  or  merchant  ships.    The  idea  that  baa 
been  expressed  by  the  phrase,  **  a  ship  is  a  doatiiij^ 
colony,"  I  know  has  been  lately  derided ;  but  it 
was  once  an  approved  and  accepted  doctrine  with 
those  who  now  so  contemptuously  reject  it.    It 
was  no  other  than  this  principle  on  which  the 
celebrated  case  of  Jonathan  Robbins  was  decided. 
This  formed  the  basis,  if  my  memory  does  not 
much  deceive  me,  of  the  argument  on  that  sub- 
ject of  the  distinguished  man  who  now  presides. 
with  so  much  advantage  to  the  country,  ana 
honor  to  himself,  over  the  highest  judicial  estab- 
lishment in  the  United  States.  (Chief  Justice 
Marshall;)  and  it  is  a  principle  perfectly  well 
established  in  the  law  of  nations.    Nor  is'  there 
any  distinction,  in  the  principle  itself,  betweea 
shins  of  war  and  merchantmen ;  the  one  baa  pre- 
vailed in  practice— a  distinction  which  has  grown 
up  lately,  and  which  originated  in  the  prudence 
of  nations.    This  has  esublished  the  exemption 
ofships  of  war  from  search;  but  this  exempiioa 
is  evidently  founded  on  a  desire  to  avoid  the  fre- 
quent hostilities  which  would  result,  and  not  from 
the  mere  consideration  of  the  power  which  dia- 
linguishes  a  vessel  of  war  from  a  merchant  ship^ 
The  relative  power  of  a  vessel  of  war  carrying  m 
few  guns,  and  a  merchantman,  to  that  of  a  ship- 
of-the-line,  is  not  materially  different.    It  is  not 
the  mere  warlike  efficiency  of  a  vessel  which  ex- 
tends the  power  of  the  Government,  but  the  en* 
sign  of  its  sovereigntjr  which  represents  its  ter- 
ritorial strength.    This  extension  of  territorial 
power  embraces  also  the  armies  of  a  nation — aa 
far  as  its  ships  can  sail,  or  its  armies  march,  the 
territorial  power  of  a  nation  is  extended.     This 
doctrine  is  neither  new  nor  controverted.^    Vattei 
agrees  with  all  other  writers  on  the  subject,  and 
he  clearly  establishes  all  the  positions  I  have  laid 
down.(6) 

But  the  authority  of  Government  is  cireom- 
scribed  by  its  territorial  limits  and  the  extension 
of  its  territorial  power.  It  seems  to  result,  then, 
that  the  law  of  nature,  as  it  grows  out  of  the 
moral  duties  of  the  subject  to  the  State,  or  out  of 
the  essential  nature  of  Government,  does  not  ca- 
taUish  the  claim  of  perpttoal  allegiance. 
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The  posttire  latr  of  oatioot,  which  is  the  next 
ffroaod  oo  which  this  claim  is  to  be  sustained,  is 
formed  of  the  treaties  and  usages  of  nations. 
These  are  almost  silent.  There  are,  perhaps,  no 
subsisting  treaties  or  reciprocal  usages  on  the 
subject ;  but,  as  far  as  the  past  history  of  nations 
affords  an^  examples,  ibey  appear  to  be  opposed 
to  the  claim  of  perpetual  allegiance. 

It  remains  for  us  to  consider  how  far  the  muni- 
cipal laws  of  nations,  respectirely,  establish  this 
right.  And  here  I  readily  admit,  (hat  the  muni- 
cipal laws  of  England  do  establish  the  doctrine. 
I  think,  too,  that  the  municipal  laws  of  other  na- 
tions generally  accord  with  those  of  England  on 
this  subject.  I  then, at  once,  concede  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  Gbob?bnob)  all 
that  be  so  zealously  endeaTored  to  pro?e  by  the 
learned  and  able  argument  which  he  submitted  to 
you  the  other  day — that  the  municipal  laws  of 
fiogland,  and  of  nations  generally,  enjoin  upon 
the  subject  the  duty  of  perpetual  allegiance.  And 
I  admit,  further,  that  is  is  of  no  practical  conse- 
quence to  say  that  it  is  neither  supported  by  the 
moral  duties  of  the  subject,  nor  warranted  by  the 
essential  nature  of  Qovernment.  It  is  enough  to 
say,  that  it  is  enforced  by  the  sanctions  which  se- 
cure obedience  to  all  municipal  laws;  though  it 
be  not  just,  it  does  not  cease  to  be  obligatory 
wherever  municipal  laws  can  operate.  But  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  and  those  who  reason 
with  bim,  haTing  established  the  doctrine  of  per- 
petual all^iance,  at  once  assume,  in  substance, 
though  Dot  in  express  terms,  a  distinct  proposi- 
tion, equally  necessary  to  their  conclusion,  which 
they  hare  not  pror ed  or  eren  attempted  to  prore— 
aamely,  unirersal  allegiance.  I  doubt  whether 
my  meaning,  in  the  use  of  this  term,  may  be 
clearly  understood,  and  therefore  I  will  define  it. 
It  is  intended  to  say,  that  the  allegiance  claimed 
is  not  only  co-eztensire  with  the  territorial  limits, 
and  the  extension  of  the  territorial  power  of  the 
natural  sorereign,  but  also  goes  witn  the  subject 
into  the  territories,  and  under  the  territorial  power 
of  erery  other  sorereign  under  whose  jurisdic- 
tion he  may  reside..  The  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman, it  is  admitted,  establishes  perpetual  alle- 
giance; but  it  assumes  that  this  perpetual  alle- 
giance is  also  unirersal.  Now,  the  latter  is  denied, 
and  clearly  does  not  exist ;  he  has  offered  no  proof 
to  establish  it;  and,  if  we  recur  to  the  principles 
which  we  hare  already  prored,  it  will  appear 
satisfactory  that  it  cannot  exist.  It  has  been 
prored  that  the  power  of  a  Gorernment  is  only 
co-exteosire  with  its  territorial  limits,  and  the  ex- 
tension of  its  territorial  power.  Beyond  these,  it 
can  neither  enforce  duties  nor  extend  protection. 
Now,  the  basis  of  allegiance  is  protection ;  and 
ail  legal  duties  must  suppose,  at  least  in  theory 
and  in  the  nature  of  things,  an  ability  to  enforce 
them ;  but,  beyond  the  territorial  limits  and  the 
extension  of  the  territorial  power  of  a  Qorern- 
ment,  neither  of  these  exist,  nor  can,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  exist ;  and  of  course,  beyond  these,  alle- 
giance must  cease.  It  will  be  no  reply  to  this 
argument  to  say  that,  on  the  return  of  the  subject 
to  the  dominions  of  has  natire  sorereign,  his  alle- 


giance is  restored.  It  is  admitted  that  allegianca 
IS  not  limited  by  time,  but  it  yet  remains  to  ba 
established  that  it  is  not  limited  b|r  space;  that, 
when  out  of  these  dominions,  the  citizen  is  sutK 
ject  to  a  power  which  in  its  nature  only  can  exist 
within  them.  Nor  will  it  be  more  msterial  to 
prore  that,  on  the  return  of  a  subject  to  his  natire 
country,  he  may  be  punished  for  anr  offences^ 
denominated  such  by  the  internal  laws  of  the 
State— -which  hare  been  committed  without  its 
limits;  for  that  will  only  prore  that  the  sorereign 
authoritr  is  uncontrollable  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  the  State;  that  it  may  enforce  unjust 
laws,  aud  inflict  unjust  punishments.  But  it  is 
sufficient  for  the  present  argument  to  say,  as  wiU 
be  prored  hereafter,  that,  when  taken  in  arms,  he 
is  protected  from  the  operation  of  municipal  laws 
by  the  laws  of  arms. 

It  has  eren  been  contended,  that  we  hare  not 
the  right  to  naturalize  the  subjects  of  another 
Power,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  impose  the  obliga- 
tion of  bearing  arms  against  that  Power,  eren 
within  our  own  territory ;  and  that,  if  our  Con* 
stitution  and  lawsKpeak  a  different  language,  they 
are  nugatory.  All  nations,  speaking  generally, 
hare,  indeed,  claimed  the  duty  of  perpetual  alle- 
giance ;  but  the  same  nations,  at  the  same  time, 
hare  exercised  the  power  of  naturalization ;  the 
British  nation,  particularly,  withontaoy  formality 
of  process,  naturalizes  the  subjects  of  other  Pow- 
ers in  the  most  extensire  sense  of  the  word.  Oar 
Constitution,  on  this  subject,  is  as  explicit  as  lan- 
guage can  make  it;  and  it  is  hardly  fair  for  genr 
tlemen  to  take  for  granted  that  all  the  great  men 
who  framed  and  si|[ned  that  instrument,  with 
WasBiMGTON  at  their  head,  were  so  grossly  igno- 
rant of  the  relatire  rights  and  duties  of  nationa 
as  this  argument  necessarily  supposes.  Let  me 
say  to  these  gentlemen,  that  I  hare  onderstoodi 
and  beliere,  this  prorision  of  the  Constitution 
was  introduced  into  the  instrument  br  a  gentle- 
man (Alexander  Hamilton)  who,  I  acknowledgOi 
was  a  rery  8[reat  man,  and  to  whose  memory  ther 
are  not  unwilling  to  pay  the  highest  honors.  Will 
the  gentleman  sar  he  was  thus  ignorant  of  the 
relatire  rights  and  duties  of  nations? 

After  these  riews  of  the  subject,  we  are  pre- 
pared to  reconcile,  with  the  laws  and  practice  of 
nations,  the  apparent  paradoxes,  with  the  absurd- 
ity of  which  the  disputants  on  either  side  of  this 
question  hare  charged  each  other.  It  is  said,  that 
perpetual  allegiance  is  incompatible  with  natu- 
ralization; and,  therefore,  that  all  Gorernmenu 
which  naturalize,  to  be  consistent,  must  abandon 
the  claim  of  perpetual  allegiance.  Oo  the  other 
hand,  it  is  said  allegiance  is  perpetual,  and  there- 
fore you  cannot  naturalize.  But  these  are  mis- 
takes ;  for  allegiance  being  only  co  extensire  witb 
the  territorial  limits,  or  the  extension  of  the  terri- 
torial power  of  a  Gk>rernment,  each  operates 
within  a  sphere  which  is  exclusire  of  the  sphere 
of  the  other.  Thus  the  claim  of  perpetual  alle- 
giance and  the  right  of  naturalization  are  com- 
patible, and  the  practice  of  nations  ceases  to  be 
paradoxical  and  absurd.  Again,  it  is  said  that 
naturalization  is  praetised  by  ail  GorernmentSi 
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and  thftt  all  GoTenimeBU,  to  beeoMsteiitjSboQld 
eODcede  the  right  of  ex]MtriatioD ;  bat  this  is  also 
a  mistake,  for  expatriation  implies  a  total  release 
of  the  sabjeet  from  bis  allegiance,  as  well  when 
without  as  on  his  return  to  the  territory  of  his 
original  sovereign ;  while  naturalization  is,  in  its 
opfeiatton,  onl]f  eo-extensiTe  with  the  territory 
and  the  extension  of  the  territorial  power  of  the 
adopted  sovereign.  It  is,  then,  not  paradoxical 
to  say,  that  Governments  deny  the  right  of  expa- 
triation, and  exercise  the  power  of  naturalization ; 
accordingly,  we  fiad  that  Governments  generally 
have  denied  the  right  of  expatriation,  and  have 
axercised,  at  the  same  time,  the  power  of  natu- 
ralizatioD. 

But  I  repeat,  and  I  will  now  endeavor  to  prove, 
that  the  question  of  retaliatioo  has  been  very  im- 
properly connected  with  those  of  perpetual  alle- 
giance, naturalization,  and  expatriation.  Perpet- 
ual allegiance  is  indeed  so  far  connected  with 
retaliation  as  to  be  the  pretence  under  which, 
sometimes,  that  act  of  an  enemy  is  committed 
which  renders  retaliation  necessary,  and  natural- 
izatioa  is  so  far  connected  with  it,  as  to  increase 
the  obligation  of  the  adopted  sovereign  to  retal- 
iate for  die  injar|r  done  to  the  naturalized  citizen, 
as  the  ties  that  bind  them  together  are  more  close 
and  numerous,  and  more  solemn,  than  those  which 
eonnect  a  sovereign  and  the  stranger  who  merely 
bears  arms  in  his  service*  The  foundation,  how- 
av^,  of  the  right  of  retaliation  is  not  at  all  form- 
ad  b^  these  ties ;  but  by  the  laws  and  usages  of 
ciriiixed  nations  in  war.  The  proper  mode  of 
discussing  this  question  was  well  mdicated  by 
the  example  of  the  venerable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Fiudlbt)  from  Pennsylvania,  and  has  been  pur- 
sued)  with  great  success,  by  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
RoBBBTSoii)  from  Louisiana,  the  latter  part  of 
whose  speech,  that  which  was  delivered  during 
the  last  ten  minutes ^he  addressed  you,  was  in  my 
opinion,  worth  all  (I  deny  not  the  abstract  talent 
displayed  by  others)  that  has  been  said  within  as 
well  as  without  these  walls  on  the  subject,  be- 
cause he  proved  by  the  best  example  what  is  the 
usage  of  nations  on  this  point ;  which  at  once 
presented  the  proper  mode  and  the  true  object  of 
uquiry.  Before  the  mitigated  practice  of  mod- 
em times  had  softened  and  civilised  the  character 
of  war,  it  would  have  been  considered  absurd  in 
the  victor  to  talk  of  his  right  to  punish  the  van^ 
quished,  as  a  traitor  under  the  municipal  laws  oi 
his  native  country,  when  he  had  been  taken  in 
arms  against  it  The  rights  of  war  gave  him  the 
readier  means  of  his  sword  and  his  will.  Amidst 
arms,  municipal  laws  are  correctly  said  to  be  si- 
lent ;  the  origioal  right  of  the  victor  was  to  put 
his  prisoners  to  death— -this  is  still  his  extreme 
right  and  still  exists  in  such  degree  as  to  merge 
and  in  effect  to  annihilate  all  other  rights  over 
the  captive,  but  it  is  a  right  controllM  by  the 
mitigated  usages  of  modem  times,  and  these 
usages  have  become  the  established  laws  and 
rights  of  civilized  war.  Examples  of  these  mi- 
tigated usages  are  numerous.  The  property  of 
the  Mibjec^  of  an  enemy  is  on  land  generally  held 
invmlahle*    Persons  not  belligerent,  though  eaa- 


mies,  are  not  even  treated  as  prisoners  of  war. 
On  the  ocean  they  are  suffered  to  pass  unmfrfested, 
and  are  often,  within  the  territory  of  an  enemj) 
permitted  to  reside  in  peace,  protected  by  tbe 
laws  of  the  State.    But  above  all,  the  life  of  a 

Krisoner  of  war  is  to  be  held  sacred,  and  he  is  to 
e  treated  with  humanity  and  kindness.    E«a- 
grafted  on  these  usages,  to  secure  them  from  vi- 
olation, arose  the  practice  of  retaliation,  which, 
far  from  being,  even  where  it  extends  to  the  de- 
privation of  human  life,  an  act  ot  cruelty,  is,  when 
soberly  and  correctly,  though  sternly  and  inexo- 
rably applied,  sacred  to  humanity.    Were  it  not 
for  this  saaction,  we  should  probablv  soon  bid 
adieu  to  the  civilized  and  mitigated  character  of 
modem  war,  which  would  assume  its  ancient  fe- 
rocity.   Acts  of  retaliation  are  like  judicial  sac- 
rifices on  the  altar  of  justice,  in  which,  though 
humanity  may  weep,  the  offended  laws  must  oe 
satisfied.    If  it  be  replied  that  the  insiaaee  is4»- 
similar,  because  the  subject  of  retaliatioa  is  inaa* 
cent,  it  Is  answered  that  the  victims  of  war  are 
generally  innocent.    It  must  be  ever  a  subject  of 
lamentatioB  when  we  are  oblified  to  take  the  tile 
of  man.    It  is  still  more  a  subject  of  lamentation 
when  the  blood  of  the  innocent  is  shed,  but  the 
condition  of  humanity  sometimes  requires  aad 
justice  sometimes  commands  us  to  do  boA.    It 
IS  however  said,  that  though  retaliation  be  ad- 
mitted to  be  a  general  rijfht  of  war.  yet  when  thn 
natural  sovereign  finds  his  subject  in  arms  against 
him,  he  has  a  right  to  punish  aim  as  a  tm iter,  and 
that  the  sovereign  in  whose  ranks  and  under 
whose  colors  he  rought  has  ao  riaht  to  re€aliat«. 
But  has  not  this  argument  been  uready  refuted! 
Has  it  not  been  proved  that  all  the  rights  of  thie 
victor  over  the  captive  are  merged  in  those  of 
war  ?  There  is  no  collision  between  the  aatiaieipal 
laws  and  the  laws  of  war.    Tbe  captive  is  a  f/n^ 
oner  of  war  and  in  this  character  never  becomes 
subiect  to  any  other  than  the  laws  of  war. 

But  it  is  attempted  to  be  proved,  by  l^gal  and 
historical  instances,  that  Great  Britain  has  pun- 
ished her  subjects  who  have  been  taken  in  anna 
against  her,  and  thence  it  is.inferred  that  this  ia 
the  law  of  nations  generally  and  of  vrar.  Were 
the  premises  admitted  the  conclusion  would  not 
follow.  But  these  examples  only  prove  ezcep 
tions  to  the  general  role.  They  are  cases  in 
which  power  and  violence  have  tram^^ed  on  law 
and  principle,  becatise  no  natlooal  or  other  arm 
of  sufficient  vigor  was  interposed  to  protect  and 
save  the  victims.  The  instances  which  hava 
been  mentioned  ara  generally  those  which  grow 
oat  of  civil  wars,  and  occurrcMi  at  times  when  ntt 
resistance  to  the  Government  had  been  put  dbwiiL 
and  there  remained  no  abilitv  in  the  vanquishaa 
to  execute  retaliation.  Such  were  the  cnaesuf 
fneas  McDonald,  Colonel  Towntey,  and  othenL 
In  that  of  Doctor  Story,  which  was  most  relied 
upon  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Cartdiiia^ 
(Mr.  Gaston,)  though  he  had  become  a  Spaiiiah 
subject  and  resided  in  the  dominions  of  Spain  fev 
some  years,  yet  be  had  returned  to  England 
there  had  committed  treason.  On  such  m 
there  could  be  no  question.    [Ifo.  Qasroii 
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thifl  ease  w»8  generally  misunderstood,  and  was 
U^en  to  be  such  as  had  been  just  stated  bv  the 

fentleman  from  South  Carolina — but  in  Dyer's 
teporis,  where  the  case  was  best  reported^  it 
would  appear  that  the  treason  was  committed  in 
Flanders.]    I  am  glad,  said  Mr.  C,  that  the  gen* 
tleman  has  corrected  me.    I  should  be  very  sorry 
to  misrepresent  the  argument  of  any  gentleman, 
and  ezpeetally  that  of  one  whose  conduct  in  de* 
bate  is  so  fair  and  honorable  as  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina.     I  faaTe  not  exam- 
ioed  (he  case  parricuiarly,  because  the  principle 
of  my  argument  admits  these  cases.    My  object 
was  merely  to  class  and  characterize  them.    Let 
it  not  however  be  understood,  when  I  say  that 
mostof  the  instances  relied  upon  occurred  in  civil 
wars,  (hat  therefore  I  admit  them  to  have  been 
authorized  by  the  laws  of  war.    On  the  contrary 
I  will  demonstrate,  that  even  in  civil  wars,  the 
law  of  nations  protects  the  life  of  the  captive 
who  has  resisted  his  natural  sovereign,  and  se- 
cures him  the  rights  of  a  prisoner  of  war,  accord- 
ing to  the  usages  of  modern  times.    That  when 
these  rights  have  been  violated,  retaliation  is 
authorized,  and  that  history  records  the  instances 
in  whicli  it  has  been  successfully  exercised.    I 
hear  it  sugeested  (by  Mr.  Gro0VBMor)  that  in 
eivil  wars  uis  may  be  the  law  and  usage  of  na- 
tions, boc  that  it  is  otherwise  when  the  subjects 
ef  one  sovereign  join  the  arms  d  another  sove- 
reign with  whom  he  is  at  war.    This  does  indeed 
seem  to  bea  very  extraordinary  distinction — it  does 
appear  to  me  that  if  this  inviolability  of  the  captive 
can  be  established  to  be  the  law  and  usage  of  war 
in  civil  contests,  it  is  a  fortiori  proved  to  be  the 
law  and  tieaffe  of  national  contests.    A  single 
authority  will  put  the  first  ef  these  positions  be- 
yond doubt,     raltd  says: 

'*A  civil  war  bresks  the  bands  of  society  and  gov- 
eramentyor  at  least,  it  suspends  their  force  and  effect ; 
poduoes  in  the  nation  two  independent  parties,  con- 
sfdering  eaoh  other  as  enemies  and  acknowledging  no 
common  judge ;  therefore  of  necessity  these  two  parties 
mnst,  St  least  ibr  a  time,  be  considered  as  fonningtwo 
sepante  bodies,  two  distinct  people  }  though  one  of 
Uiem  may  be  in  die  wrong  in  bieaking  the  continuity 
of  the  State,  to  raise  up  against  lawfhl  anthori^,  they 
are  not  the  less  divided  in  hct;  besides,  who  shall 
piononnoe  «»i  which  side  the  right  or  the  wrong  lies  1 
On  earth  they  have  no  common  superior.  Thus  they 
are  in  the  case  of  two  nations,  who^  having  a  dispute 
which  they  cannot  adjust*  are  compelled  to  decide  it 
by  force  of  amu. 

«<  Things  b«uig  thus  situated,  it  is  very  evident  that 
the  common  laws  of  war,  those  maxims  of  humanity, 
moderation,  and  probity,  which  we  have  before  entt« 
*  merated  and  recommended*  are  in  civil  wars  to  be 
observed  on  both  sides.  The  same  reasons  on  which 
the  obligation  between  State  and  State  is  founded, 
render  them  even  more  necessary  in  the  unhappy  cir- 
cumstances when  two  incensed  parties  are  destroying 
their  common  country.  Should  the  sovereign  con- 
ceive he  has  a  light  to  hang  up  his  prisoners  as  rebels, 
the  opposite  party  will  make  reprisals.-  If  he  does  not 
i^ligionsiy  observe  the  capitulations,  and  all  the  con- 
ventiotti  made  with  his  enemies,  they  will  no  longer 
rely  cm  ia»  word.    Should  he  bum  and  destroy,  thisy 


will  follow  his  example;  the  war  vriJI  become  crael 
and  horrid ;  its  calamities  will  increase  on  the  nation* 
The  Duke  de  Montpensier's  inlamotts  and  barbaious 
excesses  against  the  reformed  in  France  are  too  well 
known.  The  men  were  delivered  up  to  the  execn* 
tioner,  and  the  women  to  the  brutality  of  the  soldiees* 
What  was  the  consequence  ?  The  reformed  becsme 
exasperated ;  they  took  vengeance  of  such  inhuman 
practices ;  and  the  war,  before  sufficiently  cruel,  as  a 
civil  and  religious  war,  became  more  bloody  and  de- 
structive. Who  could,  without  horror,  read  the  sav* 
age  cruelties  committed  by  the  Baron  des  Adretst 
By  turns  a  Catholic  and  a  Protestant,  he  distinguished 
himself  by  hu  barbarity  to  both  sides.  At  length 
there  was  a  necessity  for  departing  from  such  affec- 
tations of  juridical  superiority  against  persons  who 
could  support  their  cause  sword  in  hand,  and  of  trea^ 
ing  them  not  as  criminals,  but  as  enemies.  Even 
troops  have  often  refused  to  serve  in  a  war  wherein  the 
Prince  exposed  them  to  cruel  reprisals.  Officers  who 
had  the  highest  sense  of  honor,  though  ready  to  shed 
their  blood  in  the  field  of  battle,  for  his  service,  h$fm 
not  thought  it  any  part  of  their  duty  to  run  the  httard 
of  an  ignominious  death.  Therefore,  whenever  a  w^ 
merous  party  thinks  it  has  a  right  to  resist  the  sevaw 
eign,  and  finds  itMlf  able  to  declare  that  opinion,  swcqpi 
in  hand,  the  war  is  to  be  carried  on  between  them  ia 
the  same  manner  as  between  two  different  nations  9 
and  they  are  to  leave  open  the  same  means  of  preventr 
ing  enormous  violences  and  restoring  peace.'* 

Here,  then,  we  see  the  reason  oa  wiiieh  the 
rights  and  usages  of  nations  are  applied  to  civil 
wars,  is,  that  those  who  resist  hare  swords  mi 
their  hands,  and  become  assimilated  to  indepen-* 
dent  nations. 

In  short,  the  basis  of  retaliation  is  humanity* 
As  no  nation  or  body  of  men  will  suffer  their  ene- 
mies to  put  those  to  death  who  fight  under  the^ 
banners,  under  any  pretence  whatever,  interest 
and  S^t  restrain  an  enemy  from  putting  hia  prit* 
oners  to  death,  when  he  knows  the  act  will  be 
retaliated.  Bat,  retaliation  is  always  a  qutttion 
of  expediency.  If  we  were  at  war  with  a  nation 
dead  to  all  the  sensibilities  of  out  nature-^  na- 
tion that  would  suffer,  without  remorse  or  feeU 
ing,  hs  innocent  subjects  to  become  victims  to  a 
sanguinary  violation,  on  its  own  part,  of  the 
usages  of  civilized  war,  we  might  be  obliged  to 
forbear,  as  we  would  know  the  object  of  retalia* 
tion  would  not  be  gained.  But,  for  myself,  I 
deem  more  hiehly  of  the  British  nation  and  Gov- 
ernment.  I  do  not  believe  the  GK)vernment  of 
that  nation  to  be  so  wicked  as  to  provoke  the  con- 
sequences which  must  inevitably  follow  the  exe- 
cution of  the  barbarous  threat  they  have  uttered 
— that  they  would  treat  as  criminals  the  natives 
of  Qreat  Britaio,  who  have  been  taken  prisoners 
in  our  ranks.  DeseHers  alone  have  been  permit- 
ted to  form  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  that 
the  life  of  a  prisoner  shall  be  sacred;  and  the  hu- 
manity of  modem  times  has  even  contrived  the 
means  of  saving  the  lives  of  deserters.  HeneCi 
the  practice  of  permitting  the  garrisons  of  cap- 
tured places  to  march  out  with  a  certain  numbet 
of  covered  wagons,  which  are  not  to  be  searched* 
(  Vaiteh  b.  3,  ch.  8.  sec.  144.)  The  reason  giveui 
is,  that  they  have  become  numerous,  and  that 
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iiomaDitf  forbids  cheir  destraetieD — andoobtedly 
«  verf  ^affieient  reuon,  bot  exaeilf  the  re?erie 
of  that  which  is  tometimes  ori^ed  in  jastificatioo 
of  the  threat  of  the  British  Govern  men  t.  It  is 
said,  that  id  conseqaence  of  the  sameoess  of  Ian- 
CQage,  similarity  of  personal  appearance,  connex- 
ions in  trade,  and  ease  and  trequeney  of  inter- 
coarse,  those  who  join  os  are  nomerous,  and  there- 
fore it  is  necessary  to  punish  them  when  found 
in  arms. 

I  must  again  bring  to  your  notice  the  authority 
which  was  yesterday  presented  to  you  by  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Robebtson,} 
because  it  bears  so  directly  on  the  question  before 
you,  and  affords  the  views  and  opinions  of  the 
legislators  and  statesmen  of  Great  Britain  her- 
self, confirming  entirely  the  doctrine  on  which 
the  Go? ernment  of  the  United  States  acu  at  this 
time. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  read  several  extracts  from  a  de- 
bate in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  a  bill  to  raise 
a  corps  of  French  emigrants,  in  which  Mr.  Burke 
was  the  principal  speaker.]    (c.) 

Mr.  C.  contmued.  No  numan  authority  can 
be  of  more  value  than  that  of  this  great  man. 
(Mr. Burke.)  who  at  once  teaches  the  doctrine,  and 
gives  the  examples  which  establish  that  doctrine, 
in  all  the  extent  in  which  this  Government  claims 
the  riffht  to  exercise  it.  It  is  true,  that  in  this  de- 
bate Mr.  Sheridan  attempts  to  destroy  the  value 
and  impeach  the  accuracy  of  some  of  the  instan- 
ces which  Mr.  Burke  bad  mentioned,  but,  as  was 
to  have  been  expected,  be  has  not  succeeded. 
Mr.  Sheridan  says,  in  each  of  the  examples  Mr. 
Burke  bad  mentioned — 

*■  Except  with  regard  to  America,  he  had  entirely 
friled.  The  first  is  the  eondact  of  the  English  with 
legaid  to  the  Irish  ngiments  in  the  French  service  in 
the  year  1745.  A  ^pace  of  near  sixty  yean  had  elapaed 
when  they  took  aome  of  them  priaonen,  but  it  was  not 
very  piobabla  that  many  of  those  who  left  Iiebuid  in 
1688  retained  to  invade  England  in  1745^"  *«  The  next, 
lie  saya,  was  the  eondact  of  the  French  to  Lord  Ligo- 
Bier,  who  was  one  of  the  French  refiigees,  banished 
horn  Fiance  by  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes — 
which  was  in  itself  one  of  the  most  cmel  «id  barbaioos 
actions  that  ever  disgraced  history — in  the  year  168S, 
and  he  was  taken  prisoner  in  the  year  1747 — a  period 
of  otxty-five  years.  So  that  the  probability  is,  that  it 
was  the  fiuher  of  his  Lordship  who  was  a  refiigee,  or 
at  least  that  his  Lordship  most  have  been  a  chfld  in 
Sims  at  the  time." 

It  seems  to  be  a  work  of  supererogation  to  at- 
tempt to  support  the  authority  of  Edmund  Burke ; 
yet,  It  may  be  proper  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply 
to  these  objections  of  Mr.  Sheridan.  Though  it 
be  true,  as  he  states,  that  few  of  the  Irish  brig- 
ades who  entered  the  French  service  in  1688, 
remained  to  invade  England  in  1745 ;  yet,  it  is  a 
fact,  well  attested  by  history,  that  these  corps  were 
afterwards  kept  up  by  the  enlistment  of  the  na- 
tives of  Ireland^a  fact  which  leaves  the  example 
at  least  equally  strong.  Admit,  too.  Lord  Ligo- 
nier  to  have  been  a  child  in  arms,  but  a  native  of 
France,  ia  not  the  example  one  which  is  diamet- 
rically opposed  to  the  docuine  of  those  who  in 


t  his  argument  deny  the  right  of  ratal  iatioo  ?  They 
allow  neither  age  nor  circumstances  to  form  aa 
exception  to  the  seneral  rule. 

I  intended  to  nave  particularized  many  more 
examples,  bot  the  time  I  have  already  consumed 
admonishes  me  to  forbear.  The  recent  case  of 
Napper  Tandy  n  a  strong  one ;  bot  I  mention  it 
rather  that  it  may  be  understood,  and  that  its  facts 
may  be  correctly  stated,  than  to  multiply  exam- 
ples. I  think  the  gentleman  from  New  Tork  (Mr. 
GacavBNOR)  stated  that  the  ground  on  which  he 
was  pardoned  was  the  circumstances  of  bis  arrest 
in  a  neutral  territory — that  of  Hamburg — and 
that  his  pardon  was  granted  in  consequeaee  of 
the  interposition  of  the  authorities  of  that  city. 
But  this  cannot  be.  That  Napper  Tandy  was  ia 
the  service  of  France  when  he  was  arrested,  and 
that  bis  release  was  demanded  by  Prance,  are  facts 
that  I  uke  to  be  unquestionable.  Retaliation  was 
threatened,  and  I  believe — 1  will  not  speak  with 
confidence — the  subjects  of  that  retaliation  were 
designated.  To  this  interposition  of  France,  Qreat 
Briuin  no  doubt  yielded.  We  know  the  great 
pains  the  latter  took  to  obtain  the  person  of  this 
man.  She  not  only  violated  the  independence  of 
a  neutral  State,  but  she  interested  Russia  in  the 
endeavor  to  get  his  person  into  her  power.  And 
it  is  not  easy  to  believe,  that,  after  all  this  had 
been  done,  she  would  have  been  moved  to  release 
him,  from  clemency  to  the  individual,  or  respect 
to  a  weak  State,  whose  feebleness  had  provoked 
so  jrross  a  violation  of  its  independence. 

But,  there  is  another  instance,  in  every  respect 
more  distinguished  than  any  which  have  been 
yet  mentioned,  which  may  be  adduced  to  support 
the  doctrine  that  prisoners  of  war  are  not  to  be 
treated  as  criminals,  though  uken  in  arms  against 
their  native  country.  It  is  aiibrded  by  the  con* 
duct  of  the  King  of  Prussia  in  the  seven-years' 
war.  He  recruited  his  army  from  the  neighiK>r- 
ing  States  of  Grermany,  with  whom  he  was  at 
war,  and  at  one  time  enlisted  sepenieen  ikotmand 
Saxons,  who  were  not  only  the  subjects  of  him 
enemy,  bat  his  prisoners ;  and  yet  we  bear  of  no 
executions  for  treason,  and  consequently  no  ia^ 
stances  of  retaliation.  It  is  from  the  general  sub- 
mission of  the  States  of  Europe  to  the  role  of 
civilized  war,  for  which  we  contend,  that  we  fitid 
the  subject  of  retaliation  occur  rather  in  treatises 
on  the  laws  of  nations,  than  in  the  examples  of 
history.  The  insunces  are  numberless  in  which 
subjects  have  borne  arms  against  the  sovereign 
of  their  native  country,  have  been  taken  in  arms, 
and  have  been  treated  as  prisoners,  while  we  have 
not  had  one  single  instance  stated  where  the 
adopted  sovereign  has  interposed  his  protection^ 
in  which  it  has  not  been  efi*ect08L 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Qsoa* 
vBNoa)  has  said  this  is  a  foreign  cause.  If  I  did 
not  consider  it  to  be  an  American  c:«ose«  I  would 
abjure  and  abandon  iu  I  am  not  unaware,  that, 
by  the  protection  given  to  naturalized  citizeas^ 
some  men  of  the  worthless  and  flagitious  c haras* 
ler,  which  was  so  strongly  depicted  by  the  gen* 
tleman  from  New  York,  will  be  embraced;  but, 
the  boontiea  of  a  Govefament  acting  nrrrsnaiily 


1649 


mSTORT  OF  GONaBESS. 


1650 


Ff  BB0AAT,  1814. 


ne  Loan  Bill. 


R.  OP  R. 


bj  g«Deral  rales,  like  some  of  chose  which  ProT- 
ioeoce  dispenses  in  this  life,  roust  fall  without 
diserimiDation  on  the  good  and  on  the  bad.  The 
cause,  howerer,  is  not  therefore  a  bad  or  a  foreign 
cause.  It  is  the  cause  of  the  justice,  the  honor, 
the  sworn  faith,  of  the  Gorernment  and  the  peo- 

Sle — of  the  natiTe  people  of  the  soil — who  are 
ound  to  redeem  the  pledge  they  ha?e  given  to 
their  naturalized  brethren  to  protect  them.  And, 
if  some  unworthy  men  take  refuge  under  the 
sanctuary  of  its  protecting  shade,  they  will  seek 
it,  and  enjoy  it,  as  the  felon  was  used  to  do  who 
fled  to  the  foot  of  the  altar  of  that  religion  which 
he  had  trampled  on  and  abused,  but  which  did 
not  therefore  reject  him  from  its  holy  asylum. 

And  now,.sir,  from  all  that  I  have  said,  I  think 
I  am  authorized  to  conclude,  that,  while  I  admit 
perpetual  alleffiance  to  be  a  principle  of  the  muni- 
cipal law  of  England  and  of  civilized  States  gen- 
erally, the  power  of  naturalization  i»  exercised,  at 
the  same  time,  by  all  those  States;  and  that  they 
arecompatihie  with  each  other.    That  the  right 
of  retaliation  does  not  depend  on  questions  of 
alleffianee,  naturalization,  or  expatriation,  but  on 
the  laws  and  usages  of  civilized  war.    That  these 
concede  to  belligerent  sovereigns  the  right  of  pre- 
lecting by  retaliation,  if  necessary,  not  only  tneir 
aaturalized  subject)*,  out  all  those  who  fight  under 
their  banners.    That  alt  persons  taken  in  arms, 
without  regard  to  their  allegiance,  are  to  be  treated 
as  prisoners  of  war,  deserters  only  excepted — and 
that  the  fate  of  these  also  is  generally  mitigated. 
I  would  add  one  word  on  the  duty  of  the  Ex- 
eeotive.    It  is  the  general  duty  of  the  Executive 
to  protect  by  retaliation,  if  necessary,  all  those 
Who  fight  the  battles  of  the  country.    But  this  is 
a  doty  which  is  to  he  governed  by  circumstances, 
and  to  be  executed  with  ^reat  caution  and  sobri- 
ety, but  with  equal  decision  and  firmness.    If 
Government  has  been  pledged  to  protect  those 
who  have  borne  arms,  whether  naturalized  or 
not,  it  ought  to  extend  that  protection  at  every 
hazard  and  by'  every  sacrifice  which  may  result 
from  a  judicious  exercise  of  the  right  of  retalia- 
tion.   It  ought  certainly  to  embrace  all  natural- 
ized citizens*     In  relation  to  British  subjects,  who 
have  not  beeo  naturalized,  who  may  be  in  the 
ariny,  they  ought  to  be  permitted  immediately  to 
letire  from  the  service,  if  Government  has  the 
least  hesitation  in  extending  to  them  an  equal 
protection  with  its  naturalized  or  native  citizens. 
Indeed  it  appears  to  me  it  would  be  its  best  policy 
at  once  to  permit  every  British  subject  in  the 
service  to  retire— I  believe  it  would  not  diminish 
oor  forces  a   battalion — and  then  steadily  and 
firmly  defend  the  lives  of  those  who  have  been 
Batoralized.    Thus  to  circumscribe  our  duties 
tnd  strengthen  oor  resolution  to  perform  them. 

The  geotleoMin  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gros- 
▼INOB)  has  said,  I  believe,  that  if  the  Chief 
Magisuate  execute  this  threat  of  retaliation,  and 
one  drop  of  American  blood  be  shed  in  conse- 
qaeoee,  his  soul  will  be  crimsoned  with  it.  I 
will,  on  the  other  hand,  say,  if  ^e  shall  fail  to  re- 
.  taiiate^  if  circumstances  shall  unfortunately  re- 
^vire  and  aothorixe  such  a  coodact,  whatever 


may  be  the  sentence  of  our  day,  posterity,  judging 
more  justly,  will  lament  the  degradation  of  the 
country,  and  will  pity,  if  it  do  not  more  severely 
censure  the  weakness  of  the  magistrate  who 
failed  to  do  his  duty  and  support  the  character  of 
the  nation. 

Note$  hy  Mr,  Chevet. 

(a)  "  Many  distinctions  will  be  necessary  In  order  to 
give  a  complete  solution  to  the  celebrated  questioB, 
whether  a  man  may  qnit  his  country  or  the  sode^  of 
which  he  is  a  member!  1.  The  children  have  a 
natoral  attachment  to  the  society  in  which  they  are 
born :  being  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  protection  it 
has  granted  to  their  fathers,  they  are  obliged  to  it  in  a 
great  measare  for  their  birth  and  education.  They 
ooghtt  then,  to  love  it,  as  we  have  already  shown,  ez« 
press  a  jost  gratitude  to  it,  and  as  much  as  possible 
raturn  benefit  for  benefit.  We  have  just  observed  that 
they  have  a  right  to  enter  into  the  society  of  which 
their  ftthen  were  members.  Bat  eveiy  man  bom 
free,  the  son  of  a  citizen,  arrived  at  jeani  of  diacretioot 
may  examine  whether  it  be  oonTcnient  for  htm  to  join 
in  the  society  for  which  he  was  destined  bj  his  birth. 
If  he  finds  that  it  will  be  of  no  advantage  to  him  to 
remain  in  it,  he  is  at  liberty  to  leave  it,  making  a  re- 
tarn  for  what  has  been  done  in  his  favor,  and  preserv- 
ing, as  much  as  his  new  engagements  will  allow  him, 
the  sentiments  of  love  and  gratitade  he  owes  it.  More- 
over, a  man's  obligations  to  his  natnral  conntiy  may 
change,  lessen,  or  entirely  vanish,  accordingly  as  he 
shall  have  quitted  it  lawfully  and  with  good  reason,  m 
order  to  choose  another,  or  has  been  driven  from  it 
meritorionsly,  or  contraiy  to  justice,  in  due  form  of 
Isw  or  by  violence.  3.  As  soon  as  the  child  of  a  citt* 
sen  arrives  at  manhood  and  acts  as  a  dtisen,  he  tacitly 
assumes  that  character ;  his  obligations,  like  those  of 
others  who  enter  expressly  and  in  due  form  into  en- 
gagements with  society,  become  stronger  and  mora 
extensive;  but  the  case  is  very  different  with  respect  to 
him  of  whom  we  have  been  speaking.  When  a  soci- 
ety has  not  been  contracted  for  a  determinate  time,  it 
is  sUowsble  to  quit  it  when  that  separation  can  be  of 
no  detriment  to  the  society.  A  citizen  may  then  quit 
the  State  of  which  he  is  a  member,  provided  it  be  not 
such  a  conjuncture,  when  he  cannot  abandon  it  with- 
out doing  it  a  remarkable  prejudice/' — Vatiei,  b.  1,  cA. 
19,  sec.  220. 

(fi)  "  It  is  natural  to  consider  the  vessels  of  a  nation 
as  part  of  its  territory,  especially  when  they  sail  upon 
a  free  sea,  since  the  State  preserves  its  jarisdiction  in 
these  vessels.  And  as,  according  to  the  commonly 
received  customs,  this  jurisdiction  is  preserved  over 
the  vessels  even  in  parts  of  the  sea  subject  to  a  foreign 
dominion,  all  the  children  bom  in  the  vessels  of  a  na- 
tion, are  considered  as  bom  in  its  territory.  By  the 
same  reason  those  born  in  a  foreign  vessel  are  reputed 
to  be  born  in  a  foreign  country."— Ka/^«4  b.  l,  ch.  19, 
sec.  216. 

"  It  is  from  the  same  reasons  that  the  children  bom 
out  of  the  country,  in  the  armies  of  a  State,  or  the 
house  of  its  Ministers  at  a  foreign  Court,  are  reputed 
to  be  born  in  the  countiy ;  for  a  citizen  absent  from 
his  family  on  the  service  of  the  State,  and  who  \xftti 
under  its  dependence  and  jurisdiction,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  being  gone  out  of  iU  territory."—  Vattd^  b.  1, 
ch.  19,  sec.  217. 

(e)  Lord  Mulgrave  said,  "  he  rose  chiefly  to  answer 
one  part  of  the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  which  related  to  retaliation."   <«A  contrary 
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doetrine,  1m  Mid,  wonkl  lead  to  tha  moat  draadfiil  mir 
nation,  tot  if  the  enemj  should  pmsQa  thia  method  of 
aanaiinatioii,  and  ahoold  find  that  we  do  not  do  everj- 
diing  in  oor  power  to  deter  them,  they  would  hnllj 
ns  from  daj  to  daj  with  the  threat  of  it,  l»r  the  pnipoee 
of  inspiring  terror.  He  knew  it  was  not  the  custom 
of  orilized  nations  or  of  modem  times  to  put  prisoners 
of  war  to  death ;  but  if  our  enemies  deserted  that 
cMliaed  pradiee,  we  mnat  in  josliee  to  ooraelves  rstal- 
iate.  He  wa%  perhaps,  going  to  inwdve  himaelf  in 
what  he  was  going  to  say,  bnt  candor  demanded  it 
mid  he  ahonld  speak  pUinly.  The  ground  on  whieh 
he  intanded  to  proceed  aft  Tonhm  was  thia— he  should 
have  sent  out  a  flag  of  truce,  steting  to  the  enemy, 
that,  if  any  such  H^enee  to  the  kwofnatimiaand  the 
SBeiings  of  humani^  were  ofiered  by  them,  he  should 
man  fcr  man  letaliato ;  and,  hewcTer  cruel  that  might 
aaem  in  ua,  and  however  repugnant  to  the  iwiings  of 
hwyt"  natare,  he  was  ready  to  dedaro  he  beiicted  it 
to  be  neeesaaiy  in  such  a  mtuation,  for  if  we  did  not 
proceed  on  equal  teems  we  eouU  not  carry  on  the  war 
aft  aB." 

In  aaotfier  part  of  tiie  debate  he  aaid,  «*  Whfle  he 
hnd  the  command  of  the  BritiA  troops  there,  (Touhm,) 
and  the  Frendi  who  voluntarily  ilodEej  to  their  slandk 
aid,  under  the  authority  and  invitaftion  of  His  If  ajea* 
fty*a  proclamation,  he  had  always  ooosiderod  the  latter 
eaftiUed  to  the  same  protoctian,  in  every 
him  aa  the  Briftish  troops." 

Xr.Dundassaid:  **  From  this  topic  he 
not  becBUM  he  was  less  adveius  to  every  calamitous 
eooaequcnce  of  retafiation,  but  because  he  considered 
everything  that  might  or  could  be  said  upon  the  sub- 
ject, under  the  presenft  drcumstanoes,  to  be  injudicious 
and  imprudent.  Cienerals  who  lor  humanity  and  vria- 
osm  have  been  inferior  to  none  who  have  yet  lived, 
have  limnd  it  neeesaair,  in  the  field  of  battle,  to  stop 
cmelty  by  letaliatbn.'^  **  Eveiythmg  on  this  subject, 
he  aaid,  depends  upon  dfcumstances,  such  as  the  con- 
duct and  ehaiaeter  of  an  enemy,  vrhether  he  be  polish- 
ed or  savage,  honorable  er  unprincipled." 

Mr.  Brake  said,  *'As  a  general  principle,  founded  on 
policy  and  the  laws  of  nations,  I  am  ready  to  repeat 
and  maintain,  that  retaliation  of  any  severity  which  an 
enemy  may  practise,  Sb  right  and  proper.  The  Ux 
ta&oniM  u  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  founded  on 
that  of  nature.  These  corps  must  be  considered  purcdy 
aa  a  part  of  the  army  under  whoee  banners  thi^  serve. 
Ch>d  forbid  that  the  authors  of  murder  should  not  find 
it  rscoil  on  their  own  heads.  8ach  is  my  opinion  re- 
lative to  the  justice  and  policy  of  retaliation.  I  would 
aufier  no  one  act  of  severity  to  pass  unretaltated.^* — 
'^  To  the  honor  of  practical  humanity  only  four  in- 
staneea  of  vranton  and  unnecessary  murder  occurred 
through  the  whole  courm  of  the  American  war :  a  for- 
bearance whidi  reflecto  equal  credit  on  both  partiea. 
ht  the  lustory  of  princes  some  instances  of  unneces- 
sary severity  may  be  found,  but  their  general  practice 
is  just  and  merdTol.  I,  for  instance,  think  the  Came- 
ron and  Raddifie,  in  the  latter  parte  of  our  own  his- 
tory, should  not  have  been  executed.  In  1688,  the 
Iridi  brigades  were  taken  into  the  aervice  of  France 
and  retained  their  own  uniform,  yet  England,  though 
often  courageously  opposed  by  these  troops,  has  not  in 
any  instance  treated  tnem  aa  rebels,  when  the  fintune 
of  war  cast  them  in  their  power.  In  the  rebellion  of 
1746,  a  whole  regiment  of  them  were  taken,  but  no 
aeverity  was  pra^ased.  France,  under  Louis  XIV^ 
condnoed  herself  in  the  same  way.    Many  of  her 


r^gimenls,  after  the  amel  aadh 
the  edict  of  Hants,  were  taken  into  the  pay  of 
Holland,  and  Britain ;  yet  ahe  never  sacrificed  these 
troops  when  they  became  prisoners.  The  hattla  of 
Fontenoy  was  gained  principally  from  the  excrtiona  af 
the  Iridi  brigades ;  and  though  tibey  fou^ft  in  opea 
rebellion,  these  extremities  were  not  thoughft  oC  Ijocd 
Ligonier,  an  ofiioer  of  great  note  in  the  English  ssr- 
viee^  a  ^nchman  bybirth,when  taken  prironer  fight- 
ing against  France,  vras  exchanged  in  the  nsoal  ooqibb 
for  an  officer  of  the  same  rank.  Fact  is  the  mortdl 
enemy  of  declamation,  asanalyms  m  of  rhetoric;  and, 
perhaps,  from  some  decay  of  imaginatioii  Iftewiae,  I 
fesi  iiMoh  indiMd  to  avail  myaalf  of  theae  advaaftagei 

The  aame  instanoesof 


forbearance  may  be  coDeeted  fiom  the  condocft  of  Oeiw 


many, 

When  Mr.  Gbbtbs  conclfided — 

Mr.  Batues,  of  Massachusetts,  rone  and  ad* 
dressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  ChairmaD,  I  rise  for  the  parpoce  of  solieii- 
ing  the  attention  of  the  Commitiee  for  a  ahor^ 
time.  I  do  it  with  fttmi  and  uaafteeted  rdaa- 
unee,  as  I  am  coascioas  that  my  reoaarks  mosi 
be  of  a  desultory  natures  and  that  so  able,  elabo- 
rate, and  eloquent,  has  been  the  manner  in  which 
the  bill  on  yoar  tabl^  and  the  topica  conneeted 
with  it,  have  already  oecn  diaenased,  aaalmoat  m 
preclude  the  hope  that  it  will  be  in  my  power  in 
add  anything,  either  to  instroct  the  ooaerslcad" 
ing  or  interest  the  feelings.  In  truth,  when  this 
biu  was  in  trod  need,  it  was  not  my  intention  to 
make  it  the  sohjeet  of  a  single  lemnrk  ;  but,  on 
reflection,  I  was  conTineed  that  there  would  ba 
a  propriety  in  my  stating  the  reaaoiu  by  which  I 
should  be  governed  in  my  vote,  and  the  grovad 
on  which  f  was  prepared  to  jostify  iu  This  was 
the  eitent  of  my  wish  and  intention ;  and  even 
this  wish  and  intention,  I  believe,  I  shoakl  bava 
foregone,  (after  one  inelTectaal  attempt  to  ohui» 
the  floor)  had  it  not  been  that  some  remarks  were 
made  yesterday,  in  the  course  of  debate,  whichi 
in  my  opinion,  demand  attention.  The  bUl  under 
consideration,  should  the  blank  be  filled,  in  th# 
manner  proposed  by  the  honorable  chairman  oC 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  will  anihoi^ 
ize  the  loan  of  twennr-five  millioaa  of  dollnn* 
To  pay  the  interest  of  the  debt,  thna  to  be  em- 
ated,  it  will  be  necessary  to  coniinne  a  system  of 
taxation,  odions  and  oppressive  to  the  peoplUk. 
The  principal  of  the  debt  will,  I  presome,  de* 
scend  as  a  burden  to  posterity. 

It  is  not  mv  purpeoe,  however,  to  cootroTert 
the  facts  statedby  the  honotable  chairman  of  tha 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana^  or  his  rcaaoniog 
upon  those  facta— though  that  reasoning  I  think, 
was  more  specioiu  than  solid.  I  admit  that  the 
resources  of  this  country,  under  the  foatering 
band  of  a  wise,  prudent,  and  efl^ent  Admiats- 
tration,  would  be  equal  to  meet  a  debt  of  t^^ 
and  even  of  a  larger  amonuL  But  I  am  oppoM 
to  this  bill,  because  iu  object  is  to  place  naoney 
in  the  hands  of  the  present  Admin tstmtion,  to 
enable  them  to  pursue  a  system  of  measarea  aii4 
a  course  of  policy  hostile,  as  I  think,  to  the 
interests  of  this  country  i  to  enable  them  to  C4 
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tinoe  tbe  war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged  ;  a 
war  whtebi  I  beliere  in  my  conscience,  wa«  in  its 
origin  unnecessary  and  inexpedient ;  which  ts 
posecQted  without  any  adequate  cause ;  which, 
in  its  progress,  has  brought  heayy  and  severe 
calamities  upon  our  country  ;  and  which,  if  pro- 
tracted to  any  distant  period,  will,  I  fear,  be  pro* 
ductive  of  consequences  the  most  disastrous. 

While  I  claim  the  privilege  of  aniroadverttng 
opon  the  measures  of  the  Administration,  I  im- 
peach not  the  motives  of  gentlemen  who  main- 
tain opinions  different  from  my  own.  it  is  my 
duty,  however,  to  act  according  to  the  deliber* 
•te  oecisions  of  my  own  understanding,  and  the 
clear  convictions  of  my  own  conscience. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
McEiH,)  who  spoke  very  briefly  on  this  question, 
in  an  early  stage  of  this  debate,  protested  against 
going  back  to  the  causes  of  this  war.  I  intend 
to  aralain,  in  a  great  measure,  from  that  consid- 
aation;  not  that  I  think  it  impertinent  to  the 
question  before  us;  but  it  is  not  my  wish  to  tree- 
fUB  on  the  patience  of  the  Committee  by  dilat- 
ing on  a  subject  very  familiar  to  them,  and  which 
has^  on  this,  and  other  occasions,  been  discussed 
witJl  an  ability  to  which  I  can  have  no  preten- 

SiODE. 

The  minority,  or  the  Opposition,  as  they  are 
emphatically  denominated,  are  accused  of  incon- 
•irtenoy,  in  admitting  that  Great  Britain  has  done 
ttfr  wrong,  and,  at  the  same  time,  persisting  in 
calling  this  war  unjust.    It  is  not  every  wrong 
that  wiil  justify  a  nation  in  resorting  to  arms  to 
abtain  redress.    War,  it  has  been  well  satd,  is  the 
titremity  of  human  evil.    Tbe  most  successful 
war,  in  a  Gk>vemment  tike  ours,  most  bring  with 
it,  of  necessity,  a  numerous  train  of  calamities. 
It  increases  the  public  burdens ;  it  imporerishes 
the  people,  relaxes  the  moral  habits,  promotes  a 
apirit  or  licentiousness,  unnerves  the  hand  of  in* 
dostry,  and,  by  dtevating  the  military  above  the 
civil  authority,  endangers  our  liberties.    It  was 
said,  I  think,  by  a  gentleman  of  Vireioia,  form- 
erly a  distinguished  member  of  this  House,  that 
this  Ghiverament  was  not  calculated  for  offensive 
war;  that  it  was  patting  the  Constitution  to  a 
lest  which  it  could  not  endure.    There  is,  in  my 
opinion^  much  wisdom  in  the  remark.    The  situ- 
ation to  which  we  are  reduced  is  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  the  evils  of  war;  our  frontier  is  deso- 
lated ;  oor  commerce  ruined ;  our  Treasury  ex- 
hausted; the  people  discontented  and  divided, 
yet  we  were  precipitated  into  war,  "as  if  it  was 
a  mailer  of  experiment,"  *<an  idle  frolic,'^  "as  if 
die  dire  goddess,  who  presides  over  it,  with  her 
mniderons  spear  in  her  hand,  and  her  gorgon  at 
her  breast,  was  a  coquette  to  be  flirted  with." 

For  what  are  we  prosecuting  this  war?  For 
a  cause)  as  has  been  shown  by  an  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  OASTOH^Jfiv 
which  war  was  not  declared — for  sailors'  r^hts. 

The  violation  of  sailon'  rights  is  now  the  pro- 
Jisesed  cause  of  this  war,  and  the  protection  of 

them  its  avowed  object.    The  subject  of  impress- 
ment under  the  Administration  of  Washington, 

ever  the  vigUant  goavtiaa  of  the  righto  and  honor 


of  his  country;  under  that  of  Mr.  Adams  and 
that  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  was  not  considered  a  suffi* 
cient  cause  of  war;  nor  was  it  so  considered  by 
Mr.  Madison  himself  at  the  time  of  the  arrange* 
ment  with  Mr.  Erskine.  The  honorable  Speakbk 
has  iust  acknowledged,  that,  in  his  opinion,  war 
would  not  have  been  declared  at  the  time  it  waa 
declared,  but  for  the  Orders  io  Council. 

It  does  appear  to  me,  that  the  subject  of  im- 
pressment is  indebted  for  the  very  great  imnor- 
tance  now  attached  to  it,  to  the  revocation  ot  the 
Orders  in  Council.  But  allow  that  impressment 
furnishes  a  just  cause  of  war  against  Great  Brit* 
ain,  can  we  hope  to  obtain  from  her  more  upon 
this  point  by  arras  than  by  amicable  ne^tiation? 
It  is  well  known  that  this  riffht.  which  Great 
Britain  claims  to  exercise,  of  tating  from  the 
merchant  vessels  of  other  nations  her  own  native 
seamen,  is  considered  by  her  as  essential  to  her 
maritime  strength ;  in  other  words,  as  essential 
to  her  national  existence ;  and,  so  strongly  is  this 
claim  supported  by  national  sentiment,  that  no 
Ministry  would  dare  to  surrender  it.  She  may 
consent  to  an  arrangement  upon  this  subject, 
which,  without  derogating  from  the  right,  may 
render  the  exercise  of  it  less  liable  to  abuse,  and 
less  injurious  to  this  country;  but  this  can  be  ob- 
tained only  by  negotiation. 

It  ouffht  to  be  considered,  that  this  is  not  a 
novel  claim  set  up  by  Great  Britain.  It  has  been 
exercised  by  her  for  a  great  length  of  time,  even 
long  before  we  existed  as  an  independent  nation  | 
founded  upon  ^inciples  which  she  holds  sacred— 
that  every  nation,  in  time  of  war,  has  a  right  to 
the  services  of  its  citizens ;  and  that  allegiance  is 
perpetual.  But  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Montooiiirt)  denies  to  Great 
Britain  the  right  to  impress  her  own  seamen  in 
her  own  territorial  junsdiction;  it  being,  as  he 
says,  in  violation  of  the  principles  of  Magna 
Ckarta. 

This  I  consider  a  question  between  the  Britiish 
subject  and  his  Government,  with  which  we  have 
nothing  to  do.  The  practice  of  impressment  has 
been  justifled  by  some  of  her  ablest  and  most 
popular  writers;  even  by  Junius  himself,  the  great 
champion  of  Opposition,  in  his  time,  and  has  been 
recognised  as  a  part  of  the  common  law  by  the 
judicial  decisions  of  some*of  her  most  eminent 
judges.  Though  the  claim  of  Great  Britain  is 
limited  to  her  own  seamen,  yet  it  is  true  that 
American  seamen  are  sometimes  taken  by  mis* 
ukcj  and  sometimes  by  the  wanton  act  of  the 
British  naval  officers.  The  number  of  our  sea- 
men thus  taken  I  think,  however,  has  been  greatly 
exaggerated.  Many  Bri tish  seamen  pass  as  Ame* 
rican  under  American  protections,  m  obtaining 
which  great  frauds  are  practised.  But  whatever 
may  be  the  extent  of  the  injury  which  we  suflf^y 
by  impressment,  I  should  be  as  much  gratified  at 
any  person  could  an  adequate  remedy  be  pro* 
viueu  for  it.  But  bow  are  we  to  obtain  satis^- 
tion  by  prosecuting  this  war?  I  shall  be  an- 
swered—by the  conquest  of  Canada.  The  eon* 
quest  of  Canada,  for  the  purpose  of  incorporating 
ii  into  tbe  Union,  though  it  may  come  ^*  within 
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Che  scope  of  the  policy''  of  some  ffentlemen,  is, 
in  my  apprehension,  a  project  so  wild,  and  I  hope 
I  may  be  pardoned  the  expression,  so  preposlef" 
008,  that  I  cannot  belieFe  it  will  receive  the  delib- 
erate sanction  of  a  majority  of  this  Committee, 
much  less  of  the  nation.  Sad  experience  must 
hafe  convinced  us  that  Canada  cannot  be  con- 
quered without  a  great  expense  of  blood  and 
treasure;  and,  when  acquired,  it  cannot  be  worth 
to  us  the  price  at  which  we  must  purchase  it. 
We  have  territories  enoush.  Instead  of  strength- 
ening, it  would  weaken  t^e  Union. 

As  to  the  conquest  of  Canada  as  the  means  of 
obtain! nf^  a  satisfactory  peace,  as  an  instrument 
of  negotiation,  I  presume  the  most  sanguine  do 
not  indulge  the  expectation  of  effecting  tnat  con- 
quest under  six  or  nine  months;  certamly  not  in 
time  to  assist  us  in  the  present  negotiation ;  and, 
should  we  obtain  possession  of  Canada,  we  never 
shall  be  able  to  extort  from  Great  Britain,  or  pur- 
chase from  her,  by  the  surrender  of  it,  any  con- 
cession upon  the  point  in  controversy,  of  sufficient 
importance  to  justify  the  sacrifices  we  must  make 
in  the  acquisition  of  it. 

I  stand  not  here  to  eulogize  the  character  of 
Great  Britain,  or  to  exalt  her  power;  but  to  pur- 
sue the  true  interest  of  my  country,  as  far  as  my 
feeble  understanding  can  enable  me  to  ascertain 
it.  I  do  not,  however,  consider  it  as  any  proof 
of  the  want  of  patriotism  not  to  subscribe  to  the 
philippics  pronounced  by  gentlemen  against  Brit- 
ain. In  assailing  her  in  the  manner  they  have, 
it  seems  to  me  that  passion  triumphs  over  judg- 
ment, and  that,  while  advocating  the  cause  of 
our  holy  religion,  they  forget  that  charity  is  its 
Tital  principle. 

But  it  is  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  passage 
of  this  bill  is  necessary  for  defensive  purposes ; 
and  gentlemen  have  on  this,  and  on  former  occa- 
aions,  in  strains  of  impassioned  eloquence,  directed 
our  attention  to  the  sufferings  of  the  people  on 
our  frontier.  I  charge  not  gentlemen  with  ex- 
travagance or  exaggeration  on  this  subject.  The 
picture  which  they  drew,  glowing  as  it  was,  does 
not,  I  believe,  exceed  the  reality.  Your  frontier 
has  beon  desolated  and  drenched  in  blood.  Your 
towns  have  been  sacked  and  burnt.  Defenceless 
women  and  children  have  been  compelled,  at  an 
inclement  season,  to  ftbandon  their  homes  in  ter- 
Tor  and  despair.  Convince  me  that  your  meas- 
ures are  to  be  defensive;  that  your  Army  is  des* 
tined  to  repel  the  incursions  of  the  enemy,  and 
to  restore  tranquillity  and  safety  to  our  borders; 
as  much  as  I  reprobate  this  war  I  will,  notwith* 
atanding,  go  as  iar  as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor 
in  granting  means  to  the  Government  to  effect 
these  objects.  But,  for  offensive  operations,  for 
the  conquest  of  Canada,  I  will  not,  by  my  vote, 
grant  one  dollar.  In  acting  thus,  I  am  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  Constitutional  right,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  a  Constitutional  duty ;  with  my  opinion, 
I  should  be  a  traitor  to  my  trust  if  I  acted  other- 
wise* I  know  it  has  been  said  out  of  this  House 
(and  the  doctrine,  in  my  opinion,  has  been  too 
much  countenanced  on  this  floor)  tluit  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  citizen,  and  our  duty  as  Repreaenta- 


tivei,  to  contribate^-volooiarily  to  contribate,  to 
the  vigorous  proMCUtton  of  this  war,  without  re- 
curring to  its  origin,  or  calling  in  question  ita 
justice  or  necessity.  Against  this  doctrine  I  pro- 
test. It  savors  too  much  of  the  old  tory  doctrine 
of  papsive  obedience  and  non-resistance  lo  be 
grateful  to  republican  feelings.  It  is  repugnant 
to  the  genius  of  our  free  institutions.  It  is  at  war 
with  the  first  principlesof  civil  liberty.  If  this  doe- 
trine  is  to  be  acted  upon  as  correct,  the  blood  of 
your  Revolutionary  heroes  has  been  shed  in  vain; 
your  boasted  liberty  is  but  an  empty  boast;  your 
Constitution  a  dead  letter;  and  worse,  it  insults 
you  with  a  show  of  liberty,  when  suffering  under 
the  vilest  bondage. 

Where  do  gentlemen  find  this  doctrine  ?  Do 
they  find  it  in  the  land  of  our  ancestors?  Do 
they  find  it  in  the  writings  or  speeches  of  the 
statesmen  or  orators  of  that  country  ?  When  the 
Colonies  raised  the  standard  of  revolt,  were  the 
lips  of  Opposition  sealed  ?  Did  not  that  great 
and  enlightened  statesman,  the  Barl  of  Chatham, 
whose  eloquence  carried  terror  to  the  Throne, |iro* 
nounce  Great  Briuin  the  aggressor  ?  Did  he  not 
call  the  war,  on  her  part,  unnatural  and  unjust  t 
Did  he  not  rejoice  that  America  had  resisted? 
Did  he  not  express  his  love  and  admiration  of  the 
Americans  for  contending  for  their  rights  ?  Did 
he  not,  in  fact,  exhaust  the  language  of  every 
term  of  reproach  and  invective,  and  apply  it  to 
the  Ministry?  Did  he  not  charge  them  with 
temerity,  with  obstinacy,  with  incapacity,  with 
the  most  notorious  servility  and  corruption  ?  He 
did,  and  drew  upon  himself  the  denunciation  of 
that  Ministry.  They  accused  bim,  and  those 
who  aeted  with  him,  with  aiding  and  abetting 
the  enemy,  and  weakening  the  arm  of  Govern- 
ment. But  a  minority,  it  is  said,  may  be  unpria- 
pled ;  that  is  true,  and  it  is  equally  true,  that  a 
majority  may  be  corrupt.  Any  party,  whether 
minority  or  majority,  who  pursue  aa  interest  dis- 
tinct from  the  interest  of  their  country,  who  ad- 
vocate or  op|)ose  measures  for  other  reasons  than 
those  of  public  good,  are  a  faction. 

It  is  wrong,  however,  to  argue  from  tlie  oeca- 
sional  abuse  of  a  privilege  against  the  privilege 
itself.  A  minority,  in  this  country,  are  bound  by 
no  limiu  but  the  laws,  the  Constitution,  and  their 
own  consciences.  Within  those  limits  they  have 
a  right  to  range,  with  the  privilege  of  diacosswa 
free  as  air,  restrained  by  no  rules  but  thoae  whieh 
decorum  and  civility  prescribe. 

But  it  is  said  we  are  acting  in  opposition  to  the 
sentiments  of  the  people ;  that  the  war  is  popular, 
and  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  it  demanded  by 
the  feeliuf^  of  the  nation.  As  to  that  part  of  the 
country  irom  which  I  have  the  honor  to  cone, 
this  war  ever  has  been,  and  I  trust,  ever  will  be, 
an  unpopular  and  an  odious  war,  especiaily  as  to 
the  proposed  conquest  of  Canada. 

Upon  this  subject  there  is  hardly  a  division  of 
sentiment.  Men  who  rally  under  the  banners  of 
the  Administration  upon  every  other  questiea, 
put  their  faces  against  them  on  this. 

I  speak  not  merely  of  the  merchants,  that  re- 
apectable  class  of  the  coaunuaity.    I  apeak  of  the 
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real  strength  of  every  free  coaniry,  the  substan- 
tial yeomanry;  the  hardy  cuIiiYators  of  their 
own  soil,  who  will  defend  that  soil  with  their 
heart's  blood.  Ti^e  subtlety  of  lawyers  has  not 
cheated  them  into  the  opinions  they  entertain. 
They  have  formed  them  by  consulting  their  own 
good  feelings,  their  own  plain,  unsophisticated 
understandings.  I  regret  that  1  am  under  the 
necessity  of  making  any  remarks  thai  may  be 
considered  in  any  degree  as  local.  I  disclaim  all 
invidious  comparisons  between  the  different  parts 
of  the  United  States;  but  there  have  been  so 
many  allusions  to  the  State  from  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  come,  and  to  the  spirit  which  is  sup- 
posed to  manifest  itself  there,  that  I  feel  it  to  be 
ny  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  subject.  There  is  nothing  in  the  charac- 
ter of  my  native  State  that  1  shall  blush  to  defend. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  character  of  my  imme- 
diate constituents  which  should  humble  me  on 
this  floor  as  their  representative,  unless  it  be  the 
cooscioasness  that  they  have  conferred  on  me  an 
honor  beyond  my  merits. 

The  hoporable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
CtiTBBCRT,)  whose  animated  speech  I  heard  with 
Ike  mo^t  friendly  interest  and  attention,  said  that 
the  iobabiiants  of  New  England  were  jealous  of 
iheir  rights.  The  people  of  this  country  were 
characterized  by  Edmund  Burke  as  men  jealous 
of  their  rights,  alike  to  every  invasion  or  sus* 
posed  invasion  of  them;— '^ Who  augured  mis- 
government  at  a  di:»tance,  and  snuffed  the  ap- 
proach of  tyranny  in  every  tainted  breeze." 

The  people  of  whom  I  speak,  still  possess  some 
portion  of  that  spirit.  Such  being  their  temper, 
they  may  be  betrayed  into  excesses  from  an  ex* 
eitemeni  of  feeling ;  they  may  fall  into  errors  of 
opinion  from  want  of  information ;  but  it  is  not 
wise  in  Government  to  attempt  to  reclaim  them 
by  insnliiog  their  prejudices,  if  prejudices  they 
eoteriain,  or  by  treating  with  indifference  or  con- 
tempt their  complaints,  founded  on  their  honest 
convietiona.  The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
have  passed  no  act  which  they  had  not  a  Consti- 
taitooal  right  to  adopt.  They  know  their  doty, 
and  will  perform  it.  They  know  their  rights,  too. 
and  will,  I  trubt,  maintain  them.  There  are,  ana 
1  am  proud  to  say  it,  some  of  the  few  survivors 
of  the  good  old  Revolution  high  in  the  councils 
of  my  natiVe  Stale — men  who  staked  their  lives 
OD  the  issue  of  that  contest  which  terminated  in 
the  acknowledgment  of  our  independence — men 
who,  in  the  path  of  duty,  will  be  as  little  dis- 
mayed by  the  glitter  of  hostile  steel  as  by  the 
glitter  of  the  tinselled  invtctive  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  fMr.  Forstth.) 

Great  severity  of  reiuark  has  been  indulged  in 
relation  to  a  distinguished  individual  in  the  Le- 
gialature  of  Massachusetts.  That  individual  I 
ioow.  He  is  a  man  of  bright  honor,  and  incor- 
f aptihle  integrity,  who  knows  his  whole  duty,  and 
is  fearless  in  the  performance  of  it ;  the  worthy 
soo  of  an  illustrious  patriot,  who,  in  the  Cradle 
•f  our  Independence,  by  his  zeal  and  eloquence, 
animated  his  fellow-citizens  to  a  manly  resist- 
aaea  of  the  tyrannical  eneroachmenta  of  Britain. 


Can  it  be  matter  of  surprise  that  disaffection 
to  your  cause  should  prevail  among  the  people  of 
Massachusetts,  when  it  is  deemed  necessary,  in 
support  of  that  cause,  to  resort  to  measures,  which, 
in  their  opinion,  violate  their  rights — which  cut 
them  off  from  those  pursuits  which  are  essential 
to  their  prosperity,  and  which  habit  has  rendered 
almost  necessary  to  their  existence? 

The  measures  of  Government  have  borne  with 
such  severity  upon  the  peojile  of  that  State,  aa 
to  excite  in  them  the  suspicion  that  their  rulera 
are  indifferent,  if  not  hostile,  to  their  interests. 
The  embareo  is  not  calculated  to  remove  that 
suspicion.  By  this  act.  the  wretched  remnant  of 
that  commerce  which  has  survived  your  war 
measures  has  been  annihilated  at  a  blow.  At  the 
time  they  are  called  upon  to  contribute  to  the 
exigencies  of  Government,  they  are  deprived  of 
the  means  of  complying  with  the  demand.  They 
are  attached  to  the  Constitution ;  ^thev  are  at- 
tached to  the  union  of  the  States;  they  have 
considered  it  the  rock  of  their  salvation;  they 
will  support  it,  until  they  shall  be  convinced  be- 
yond all  question — until  there  shall  not  be  left 
^^a  loop  to  hang  a  doubt  on" — that  the  great  pur- 
poses tor  which  that  Union  was  formed  are  to 
be  deliberately,  systematically,  and  permanently 
abandoned. 

Gentlemen  of  the  majority  have  been  very  lib- 
eral in  their  advice  and  instruction  to  the  minor- 
ity. As  one  of  that  minority,  I  feel  a  grateful 
sense  of  the  obligation  I  am  under,  and  am  so- 
licitous, as  far  as  in  my  power,  to  discharge  the 
debt  of  gratitude.  It  is  not  for  me  to  instruct 
gentlemen  of  their  experience  and  wisdom.  I 
would  ask  them,  however,  and  ask  them  in  the 
spirit  of  friendship,  if  there  is  not  reason  to  dis- 
trust the  correctness  of  that  system  of  measures 
which  they  are  pursuing,  when  they  find  its  ef- 
fects have  been  so  disastrous?  Let  them  restore 
peace  to  their  bleeding  and  suffering  country;  let 
them  remove  the  shackles  from  commerce ;  let 
them  abandon  the  restrictive  system  ;  let  them 
icicrease  the  Navv,  the  cheap  and  natural  defence 
of  the  country  ;  let  them  extend  an  equal  regard 
to  the  interests  of  every  part  of  the  Union  ;  let 
them,  in  fact,  return  to  the  policy  of  Washing- 
ton, "  the  first  in  our  dangers,  the  wisest  in  our 
days  of  peace."  In  this  war  they  will  put  down 
opposition.  The  people  will  forget  their  errora 
in  the  returning  prosperity  of  the  country.  For 
myself,  I  solemnly  declare  I  care  not  of  what 
political  party  are  our  rulers,  if  they  be  men  of 
understanding  to  discern  the  true  interest  of  the 
country,  and  integrity  to  pursue  it.  That  Ad- 
ministration is  the  best  which  renders  the  people 
most  happy. 

When  Mr.  Batlibs  had  ended  his  speech,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  ait  again. 

Friday,  February  25. 

Mr.  BfiALL  presented  a  resolution  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  requesting  that  measures  may  be  taken 
to  aecure  prompt  and  reasonable  compensation  to 
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the  citizens  of  that  State  for  supplies  and  other 
property  furaished  detachments  of  militia  in  the 
public  service. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ulaims. 

Mr.  Lattimobg  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  measures  may  be  taicen  to  ascertain  and 
adjust  their  claims  to  certain  tracts  of  land  in  said 
Territory .— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  permitting  certain  locations 
of  land  to  be  made,  and  granting  donations  of 
land  to  certain  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  New 
Madrid,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  routes;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Arohbr,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
**An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson;"  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  GoLDSBOROuaH,  of  Ma- 
ryland, so  to  amend  the  rules  of  the  House  as  to 
extend  the  honor  of  admission  within  the  bar  of 
the  House  to  such  gentlemen  as  have  at  any  time 
previous  been  at  the  head  of  any  Department  of 
the  Government,  was  taken  up,  and  adopted. 

On  motion  ofMr.lNGSRSoLL,  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  bill  reported  by  him  for  the  better  organiza- 
tion of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  New  York,  passed  through  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  the  third  reading,  without  amendment. 

£This  bill  apportions  the  official  duties  between 
the  two  district  judges  for  the  district,  dbc] 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole^on  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  Wbiobt,  of  Maryland,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
oppose  this  bill,  because  it  will  proFide  the  means 
to  effect  an  unrighteous  end.  They  say  that  the 
war  was  unjust  in  its  commencement.  That,  if 
originally  justj  it  is  now  unnecessary,  as  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  are  revoked. 

That  impressment,  of  itself,  was  never  consid- 
ered a  cause  of  war. 

That  the  war  might  have  been  honorably  avoid- 
ed, by  the  arrangement  made  by  Mr.  Monroe  and 
Mr.  Pinkney,  and 

That  the  system  of  retaliation,  resorted  to  by 
the  President,  has  given  to  the  war  a  character 
of  ferocity  unknown  to  civilized  nations. 

Sir,  before  I  proceed  to  detect  and  expose  the 
fallacy  of  these  assertions,  permit  me  to  call  back 
your  attention  to  our  glorious  Revolution— not 
like  the  revolutions  of  £urope,  the  exchange  of 
one  tyrant  for  another,  but  a  revolution  of  princi- 


ples, whereby  the  sovereignty  of  Kings  was  ovn- 
turned.  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  estab- 
lished on  its  ruins. 

By  the  great  charter  of  our  independeDce,  it  is 
expressly  declared,  "  that  all  men  are  by  natare 
'  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator 
'  with  certain  unalienable  rights ;  that  aaoag 
'  these  are  life,  Ubertv,  and  the  pursuit  of  h»pi- 
^  piness."  That  all  legitimate  power  flows  uom 
the  people,  and  is  to  be  exercised,  only,  to  pro- 
mote their  happiness. 

This,  sir,  is  the  fair  fabric  of  our  rights,  cob- 
structed  by  the  proscribed  patriots  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  cemented  bv  the  blood  of  oar  martyred 
heroes.  From  this  n)untain  flows  oar  ConatiUi* 
tion,  constructed,  expressly,  ^  to  secure  tbe  Uet- 
sings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity  f 
and  I  conjure  you,  by  the  sacred  obligmtions  ondcr 
which  you  act,  to  protect  those  sacred  rights  so 
solemnly  secured. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  show  that  the  war  was 
just  in  its  commencement;  that  the  Orders  ia 
Council  are  not  revoked;  that  the  impicasaieal 
of  seamen,  \s,  oi  itself,  a  just  cause  of  war ;  that  the 
arrangement  made  by  Mr.  Monroe  aad  Mr  Piak* 
ney  could  not  have  been  honorably  adopted,  and 
that  the  retaliatory  system  resorted  to  bf  the 
President  was  not  an  act  of  ferocity  bat  of  har 
manity 

Sir,  that  the  war  was  just  in  its  conuMaoa* 
ment  will  appear  by  a  short  review  of  the  caases 
that  produced  it.  In  the  year  1792,  the  ven- 
erable Washington  declared  that  the  practice  of 
impressment  was  intolerable,  and  that  it  most  be 
discontinued  or  war  would  be  ioevitabU;  Me» 
Jefferson,  then  Secretary  of  Sute,  was  no  doubt 
of  the  same  opinion ;  Mr.  Adams  when  Presideat 
declared  the  same  opinion,  and  the  sendmeats  of 
his  Cabinet^  Mr.  Pickering,  and  Mr.  Marshall,  now 
Chief  Justice,  Mr.  Stoddart  aad  Mr.  Wi^ott, 
which  have  been  read,'prove  that  they  then  were 
of  the  same  opinion. 

The  law  of  nations  expressly  declares^  cha^  lot 
every  injury,  if  redress  is  demanded  or  reqaired, 
and  unreasonably  delayed,  it  is  just  cause  of  wac; 
and  Mr.  Pinckney  of  South  Carolina,  whea  Bftia- 
ister,  informs  us,  that  on  his  applicaJtioa  for  im- 
pressed seamen,  then  in  London^  they  were  seitt 
ofl^  without  suffering  an  investigation  of  thev 
rights.  Great  Britaia  has  no  doubt,  diselaimed 
the  right  of  impressing  American  seaaieD,  bat  hw 
added  insult  to  izgury,  by  exercising  it,  mad  im- 
pressing  thousands  of  our  seamen  in  direct  viola* 
tion  of  her  own  admission.  Oar  Ministers  have 
told  us,  that  while  she  impresses  her  native  bora 
subjecto,  who  have  been  naturalized,  married,  aad 
settled  in  the  United  States,  voluntarily  eat^iag 
our  service,  she  refuses  to  release  aatave  bon 
American  citizens,  impressed  into  her  servifie, 
because  they  are  married  and  settled  in  £ag^ 
land.  Can  such  monstrous  ineoasistencias  bt 
submitted  to?  Was  Mr.  King,  a  Minister  oader 
two  Administrations,  by  the  exercise  of  his  di** 
tinguished  talents  and  devotion  to  this  sabject. 
enabled  to  effect  an  honorable  arrangemen t  ?  Noi 
sic,  and  Lord  Castlereagh  declared  to  Mr.  RaaMril, 
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'^  that  the  friends  of  Qreat  Britain  in  Coogresa 
were  mistaken  on  that  point*"  We  see  by  the 
official  documents  in  1807,  that  oat  of  2,059  cases 
of  impressmenti  102  only  were  British  subjects ; 
that  1,142  were  discharged,  and  805  kept  tor  fur- 
ther proof,  with  the  strongest  presumption  that 
they  were  aliens,  or  Americans  whose  protections 
had  been  lost. 

These  1,142  unfortunate  citizens,  I  presume 
will  be  admitted  to  have  been  impressed,  as  they 
were  discharged  as  such ;  and  also  the  1,600  de- 
clared by  Lord  Castlereagb  in  Parliament  to  have 
been  impressed;  even  by  the  ** friends  of  Great 
Britain  in  Congress"  as  his  Lordship  has  dubbed 
them.  And  I  hope  hoDorable  gentlemen,  after 
Lord  Castlereagb  has  declared  that  they  were 
mistaken  in  their  declarations,^  that  the  Uovern- 
ment,  through  Mr.  Kine,  might  have  honorably 
arranged  the  subj^t  of  impressment,"  will  not 
further  expose  their  devotion  to  that  nation,  nor 
deny  that  the  1,600  impressed  in  time  of  peace, 
and  since  made  prisoners  of  war,  is  a  juat  cause 
of  war.  I  will  next  examine  iHe  spoliations  on 
our  commerce,  their  commencement  and  pro- 
gress, with  the  pretexts  under  which  they  have 
beea  committed.  Qreat  Britain  in  June,  1803, 
pafised  an  Order  in  Council,  unlawfully  restrict- 
ing the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  a  certain 
portioa  of  the  unblockaded  ports  of  her  enemy, 
and  condemning  our  vessels  with  innocent  car- 

Soes  on  their  return  voyage  from  ports  where 
lev  bad  deposited  contraband  articles. 
After  it  had  been  expressly  decided  by  the 
H^h  Court  of  Admiralty,  that  an  American  had 
a  right  to  import  into  America  the  produce  of  a 
Spanish  colony,  and  that  landing  the  cargo  and 
paying  the  duties  would  break  tne  continuity  of 
the  voyage,  and  justify  their  re-exportation  to  any 
part  of  Europe ;  and  after  Lord  Hawkesbury  had 
communicated  to  Mr.  King  that  decision,  ap- 
proved by  the  Advocate  General,  and  by  Lord 
Hawkesbury, establishing  the  law,  that  landing  the 
goods  and  paying  the  duties  in  the  neutral  coun- 
try would  break  the  continuity  of  the  voyage, 
and  was  such  an  importation  as  would  legalize 
the  trade,  although  the  goods  were  shipped  in  the 
same  vessel|  on  account  of  the  same  owners,  and 
sent  to  the  mother  country  that  produced  tnem. 
And  Tct  notwithsiandinff  this  order— this  decis- 
ion or  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty — this  report 
of  the  Advocate  General,  and  this  official  com- 
munication by  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  King, 
our  commerce  was  swept  from  the  ocean,  and 
condemned  in  direct  violation  of  the  order^  the 
decision,  and  the  report  of  the  Advocate  General 
so  officially  communicated,  and  it  would  seem  in- 
sidiously to  inspire  us  with  con&deoce,  to  increase 
that  commerce,  that  they  might,  like  the  panther 
in  ambosh,  unsuspectedly,  leap  upon  their  prey. 
This  outrageous  conduct  gave  rise  to  clamors 
in  every  commercial  circle  in  the  United  Slates, 
and,  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  1805,  the  Pre- 
aident  informed  us,  "  that  the  British  had  cap- 
*  tared,  in  the  very  entrance  of  our  harbors,  as 
'  well  as  on  the  high  seasj  not  only  the  vessels  of 
'  our  friends  coming  to  trade  with  usy  but  our  own 


'  also ;  that  they  hav^  carried  them  off,  under  tha 
^  preteoce  of  legal  adjudication ;  but  not  daring 
^  to  approach  a  court  of  justice,  they  have  plon* 
'  dered  and  sunk  them  by  the  way,  or  in  obsenrt 
'  places,  where  no  evidence  could  arise  against 
'  them,  maltreated  the  crews  and  abandoned  them 
'  in  boats  on  the  open  seas,  or  on  desert  shores 
^  without  food  or  covering."    "  That  new  princi* 

*  pies  had  been  interpolated  in  the  law  of  nations. 
'  According  to  them,  a  belligerent  takes  to  itself  a 

*  commerce  with  its  own  enemy  that  it  denies  to 
'  neutrals,  on  the  ground  of  its  aiding  the  enemy 

*  in  war.  But  reason  revolts  at  such  inconsistency; 
'  and  the  neutral  having  equal  right  with  the  bel- 
'  ligerent  to  decide  the  question,  the  interest  of  our 
'  constituents,  and  the  dutv  of  maintaining  the 
'  authority  of  reason,  the  onfy  umpire  between  just 

*  nations,  impose  on  us  the  obligation  of  providing 

*  an  effectual  and  determined  opposition  to  a  doc* 

*  trine  so  iojurious  to  the  rights  of  peaceable  na« 
'  tions."  In  January,  1806,  remonstrances  came 
in  from  Boston,  Salem,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  and  Charleston,  praying  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  take  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion, and  also  the  impressment  of  seamen.  On 
the  17 th  January,  1806,  the  President  again  pres- 
sed the  subject  on  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
with  the  memorials  of  the  merchants,  which  he  tola 
us  would  develop  these  principles  and  practices, 
which  are  producing  the  most  ruinous  effects  on 
our  lawful  commerce  and  navigation.  He  re- 
marks, '^  that  on  the  subject  of  impressment  our 
'  remonstrances  have  never  been  intermitted ;  a 
'  hope  existed  at  one  moment  of  an  arrangement 
'  that  might  have  been  submitted  to,  but  it  soon 
'  passed  away ;  and  the  practice,  although  relaxed 

*  at  times  in  distant  seas,  has  been  constantly  pur- 
'  sued  in  our  neighborhood."  On  the  12th  Feb- 
ruary, 1806^  Congress  took  up  the  consideration 
of  the  Message  of  the  President,  with  the  memo- 
rials of  the  merchants,  which  relate  to  the  spolia- 
tion of  our  commerce  on  the  high  seas,  and  to 
the  new  principles  assumed  by  the  British  Courts 
of  Admiraltv,  as  a  pretext  for  the  condemnation 
of  our  vessels  in  their  prize  courts,  and  passed  the 
following  resolutions: 

1.  ReMohedf  That  the  captures  and  oondemDatioii 
under  the  orders  of  the  BtiUsh  Government,  end  ad* 
judications  of  their  Courts  of  Admiralty,  of  American 
vessels  and  their  cargoes,  on  the  pretext  of  their  being 
employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain 
prohibited  in  time  of  peace,  is  an  unprovoked  eggres- 
sion  upon  the  property  of  the  dtisens  of  these  United 
States,  and  an  encroachment  upon  their  national  in- 
dependence. 

8.  Ruohedt  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  demand  and  insist  upon  Uie  restoration 
of  the  proper^  of  their  citizens,  captured  and  con- 
demned, on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed  in  a 
trade  wMi  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in 
time  of  peace,  and  upon  the  indemnification  of  such 
American  citisens  for  their  losses  and  damages  sus- 
tained by  these  captures  and  condemnations ;  and  to 
enter  into  such  arrangements  with  the  British  Govern- 
ment on  this  and  all  other  difierences  subsisting  be- 
Itween  the  two  nations,  (and  particularly  with  respect 
to  the  impressment  of  American  seamen,)  as  may  be 
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eomistent  with  the  honor  and  interaito  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  manifeat  their  earnest  desire  to  obtain  for 
themselves  and  their  citizens,  by  amicable  negotiation, 
that  jostice  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

Ttie  President  immediately  appointed  Mr.  Moo- 
roe  and  Mr.  Pinkney  Envoys  Extraordinary,  and 
instructed  them  to  in^st  on  an  arrangement  for 
the  protection  of  our  seamen,  and  indemnifica- 
tion for  spoliations,  agreeably  to  the  said  resolu- 
tions ;  and  he  also  instructed  them  to  procure  an 
article  for  defining  legal  blockades.  The  British, 
oot  content  with  their  new  principles  and  a<;srres- 
sions  under  tbem,  on  the  16th  of  May,  1806,  is- 
sued an  Order  of  Council  for  blockading  the  coast 
from  the  rirer  Elbe  to  Brest.  Oo  the  11th  of 
May,  1807.  they  issued  another  order,  blockading 
the  Elbe,  Weser,  and  the  coast  between  the  same ; 
and  also  the  Dardanelles  and  Smyrna.  On  the 
8th  of  January,  1808,  of  Carthagena,  Cadiz,  and 
8t.  Lucar,  and  all  the  intermediate  ports  between 
Carthagena  and  St.  Lucar,  comprehending  a 
greater  extent  of  coast  than  their  whole  navy 
could  blockade,  agreeably  to  their  own  definition 
of  a  blockade.  And  Great  Britain,  alihouffh  her 
Order  in  Council  was  made  on  the  16ih  of  May, 
1806  from  Elbe  to  Brest,  charges  it  to  the  ac- 
count of  France  as  a  measure  of  retaliation  for 
her  decree,  blockading  the  British  Isles  as  a  mea- 
sure of  retaliation  for  British  violations  of  the 
law  of  nations  by  their  said  order,  although  that 
decree  was  made  the  21st  of  November,  1806; 
and,  although  on  its  face  it  carried  the  absurdity 
of  making  the  effect  precede  the  cause,  she  was 
Dot  without  her  votaries  in  this  body,  notwith- 
standing this  extraordinary  and  outrageous  con- 
duct. Our  Envoys,  with  all  their  zeal  and  abil- 
ities, were  unable  to  procure  a  treaty  securing  us 
against  impressment,  ur  indemnification  for  spoli- 
ation, or  even  the  definition  of  a  legal  blockade ; 
oor  have  I  ever  heard  an  insinuation  that  they 
did  not  do  all  in  their  power  to  obtain  it. 

After  the  failure  of  redress,  by  treaty,  the  em- 
bargo was  adopted,  which,  no  doubt,  had  the  most 
salutary  effect  of  securing  the  remnant  of  our 
commerce  from  the  gripe  of  the  enemy,  whose 
ports  were  crowded  with  the  captured  vessels  of 
the  United  States;  and  when  its  effects  were 
most  sensibly  felt  by  the  enemy,  writhing  under 
its  pressure,  at  the  inntaoce  of  our  Eastern  breth- 
ren it  was  repealed,  and  the  non-intercourse  law 
adopted,  by  which  France  and  England  were, 
after  a  certain  time,  interdicted  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  unless  they  revoked^  or  so 
modified  their  orders  and  decrees,  that  they  should 
cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  Uni 
ted  States.  After  this,  Mr.  Erskine,  on  the  18ih 
of  April,  1609,  informed  the  Secietary  of  State. 
Mr.  Smith,  "  that  he  was  instructed  to  comrau- 
'  oicate  to  the  American  Gbvernment  His  Majes- 

*  ty's  determination  of  sending  to  the  United 
'  States  an  Envoy  Extraordinary,  invented  with 
'  full  powers  to  conclude  a  treaty  on  all  the  points 

*  of  the  relations  between  the  two  countries.  That, 

*  in  the  meantime  His  Majesty  would  witlidraw 

*  his  Orders  in  Council,  il  the  President  would 

*  issue  a  proclamation  for  the  renewal  of  the  in- 


'  tereoorse  with  Great  Briuin.''  Mr.  Ersktne 
being  informed  that  his  proposition  would  be 
accepted,  on  the  19ih  of  April,  1809,  in  an  official 
Qote,  says:  ^*  I  am  authorized  to  declare  that  His 

*  Majesty's  Orders  in  Council,  of  January  and 
'  November,  1807,  will  have  been  wtthdrawo,  aa 

*  respects  the  United  States,  on  the  10th  day  of 

*  June  next."  The  President,  on  the  same  day, 
issued  his  proclamation,  declaring,  ^  that  the  Or- 
'  den  in  Council  will  have  been'  removed  on  the 

<  10th  day  of  June  next;  after  which  day  the 

<  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Great  BHuin, 
^  as  suspended  by  the  act  of  Congress  abore-mea- 
'  tioned,  and  the  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
'ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
'  Sute8,and  the  several  acts  supplementary  there- 

*  to,  may  be  renewed."    For  this  arrangement, 
the  President  was  eulogised  by  the  Federalists. 
Britain  thereby  obtained  large*  supplies  of  pro- 
visions, but  rejected  the  arrangement,  as  author* 
ized   by  her  Minister;   and  the   President  was 
charged  by  the  Federalists,  in  conjunction  wiih 
Great  Britain,  with  seducing  their  Minister  into 
the  arrangement,  with  a  knowledge  that  he  had 
no  power  to  make  it.    The  Don-intercuorse  law 
was,  of  couri^e, again  declared  in  full  force  against 
Great   Briuin.    On    the  5th  of  August,  1810, 
France,  through  her  Minister,  declared  to  our 
Minister,  at  pMris,  in  a  note  of  that  date,  that,  af- 
ter the  1st  of  November,  1810,  her  decrees  would 
be  revoked,  or  so  modified  that  they  would  cease 
to  violate  our  neutral  commerce,  provided  we 
caused  our  rights  to  be  respected,  by  enforcing 
the  non-intercourse  act  against  Great  Britain, 
We  accordingly  passed  an  act  for  that  purpose, 
against  which,  however,  the  Pederalisu  voted. 
And  France,  on  the  28tb  of  April,  1811,  on  the 
receipt  of  the  act  of  Coni^ieas,  enforcing  the  non- 
intercourse  act  against  Great  Britain  definitively, 
ratified  her  revocation  of  her  decrees,  agreeably 
to  her  preliminary  act  of  the  5th  of  August,  1810, 
upon  the  condition   pre-expressed   in  our  Jaw. 
And  although,  in  the  Erskine  arrangement,  not 
one  word  was  said  about  spoliations,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment was  applauded  by  the  maiority  for  the 
act ;  yet,  in  the  arrangemt* nt  with  Prance,  it  waa 
opposed  by  these  gentlemen,  and  the  Government 
denounced  for  not  Insisting  on  a  cotemporaneous 
agreement  to  pay  for  spoliations.    Great  Britain 
neither  revoked  her  Orders  in  Council  nor  sent 
an  Envoy  Extraordinary,  but  she  refused  to  re- 
voke them  under  the  pretext  that  Erskine  had 
no  power :  and  she  sent  an  Extraordiiuiry  En- 
voy, (Vlr.  Jackson*)  whose  history  and  dismissal 
you  all  know,  who  proved  himself  to  be  the  aaiie 
Jackson  who  so  distinguished  himself  at  Copen- 
hagen.   Alter  all  the^e  things,  and  the  declara- 
tions of  Great  Britain,  that,  on  the  revocation  of 
the  French  decrees,  she  would  revoke  her  Ordera 
in  Council,  Mr.  Foster,  then  Minister  near  the 
United  States,  unequivocally  declared  that,  al- 
though France  should  have  revoked  her  decreet 
as  to  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  would  not 
revuke  her  Orders  in  Council.    In  this  posture 
uf  uur  afidirs.  and,  after  every  effort  to  settle 
them  by  negotiation  bad  failed,  the  war  waa  de- 
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cltred.  Aod,  although  geatlemeo  on  this  floor 
may  declare  it  ODJust,  I  have  no  doubt  the  Ame- 
rtcan  people  believe  it  just,  and  that  the  honest 
historian  will  record  it  jusi.  But  they  say  the 
Orders  in  Council  are  revoked,  which  were  the 
cause  of  the  war,  and  to  continue  it,  would  be 
unjust.  Had  gentlemen  examined  the  instru- 
ment-and  the  despatch  enclosing  it,  they  would 
not  have  made  the  assertion.  The  Prince  Re- 
gent declares  that  the  Orders  in  Council  of  the 
7th  of  Januarv,  1807.  and  the  26th  of  April,  1809, 
be  revoked ;  out,  aaiess  we  repeal  our  act  pro* 
hibiting  British  armed  vessels  entering  our  ports, 
that  the  revocation  of  his  Orders  are  null  and 
void ;  and  ""  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Re- 
'  gent,  is  hereby  pleased  further  to  declare,  in  the 
'  name  and  on  tae  behalf  of  His  Majesty,  that 

*  nothing  in  this  present  Order  shall  be  under- 
'  stood  to  preclude  his  Royal  Hiffbness  the  Prince 
'  Regent,  if  circumstances  shall  so  require,  from 
'restoring^  ^^^^  reasonable  notice,  the  Orders 
<of  the  7th  of  January,  1807,  and  the  26th  of 
'  April,  1809,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  full  effect,  or 
'  from  taking  such  such  other  measures  of  retali- 
'  ation  against  the  enemy,  as  may  appear  to  his 
'  Royal  Highness  to  be  just  and  necessary." 

Mr.  Russell,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  en- 
dosinff  this  act,  says :  "  I  can  but  regret  that,  in 
'  this  document,  any  reservation  has  been  made 
'  of  a  power  of  restoring  the  Orders  of  the  7th  of 
'  January.  1807,  and  the  26th  of  April,  1809,  to 
'  their  full  effect,  whenever  it  shall  be  judged  ex- 

*  pedioDt  so  to  do ;  as  such  reservation  manifests 
'  an  intention  to  maintain  the  principle  on  which 
'  they  were  founded,  and  in  which  I  conceive  the 
'  United  States  can  never  acquiesce."  The  Uni- 
ted States  did  not  repeal  the  act  prohibiting  their 
ships  of  war  to  enter  our  ports;  therefore  the  act 
was,  on  its  face,  null  and  void.  Nor  do  I  presume 
any  American  could  believe  their  Orders  in  Coun- 
eil  substantially  revoked,  whilst  they  claimed 
the  power  to  inflict  them  when  it  suited  their 
eoDvenience ;  much  less,  consent  to  an  accommo- 
dation on  terms  which  would  imply  bur  assent  to 
«n  outrage  against  which  we  Jiave  solemnly  pro- 
tested. 

As  to  the  impressment  of  seamen  being  of  itself 
no  cause  of  war,  I  have  already,  in  my  review  of 
tile  causes  of  the  war,  presented  that  subject  in 
colors  sufficiently  strong  to  satisfy  any  American 
that  theory  could  convince,  and  such  as  may  not 
be  satisfiea,  I  should  have  no  objection  to  their 
being  practically  tauffht,  that  it  is  such  an  out- 
aage,  that  they  themselves  should  declare  it  a  just 
eaoseof  war. 

They  also  say  that  the  war  might  have  been 
honorably  avoided,  by  the  arrangement  made  by 
Messrs*  Monroe  and  Pinknej.  And  that  these  gen- 
tlemen are  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  I  will  add,  known  to  be  advocates  for 
the  war.  Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  letter  from  Rich- 
mond, of  28th  February  1808,  after  the  expiration 
of  his  mission,  1  admit,  writes  to  the  President, 
that  ^  the  idea  entertained  by  the  public  is,  that 
'  the  righto  of  the  United  States  were  abandoned 
'  by  the  American  Commissioners,  in  the  late  ne- 
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'  gotiation,  and  that  their  seamen  were  left  by 
'  tacit  acquiescence,  if  not  formal  renunciation, 
^  to  depend  for  their  safety  on  the  mercy  of  British 

*  cruisers.  I  have  on  the  contrary  always  believed, 
'  and  still  do  believe,  that  the  ground  on  which 
'  that  interest  was  placed  by  the  paper  of  the  Brit- 
'  ish  Commissioners  of  November  8,  1806,  was 
'  both  honorable  and  advantageous  to  the  United 

*  States." 

Mr.  Monroe  says  in  this  letter.  "  it  is  far  from 
being  my  desire  to  compromit  Mr.  Pinkney  in 
the  slightest  circumstance."  This^  then,  is  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Monroe  only,  and  is  confined  to 
the  subject  of  impressment.  But  I  would  ask 
honorable  gentlemen  to  examine  the  groundwork 
of  this  mission ;  the  petitions  of  the  merchants, 
the  resolutions  of  Congress,  the  instructions  ol 
the  President,  and  the  public  feeling  and  expecta- 
tion, on  the  issue  of  the  mission,  and  also  the 
treaty  itself,  and  form  an  opinion  for  themselves, 
before  they  condemn  the  President  for  not  sub- 
mitting the  treaty  to  the  Senate ;  and  that  on  the 
opinion  of  one  of  the  Ministers  defending  himself 
against  the  public  indignation,  as  he  himself  in- 
forms us. 

Sir,  had  this  been  a  legislative  subject,  and  sub- 
mitted to  a  committee  of  this  House,  under  such 
instructions,  to  protect  our  seamen,  to  indemnify 
our  merchants  from  spoliations,  and  to  define 
blockades  aad  other  minor  objects,  who  had  re- 
ported a  bill  omitting  the  three  points  on  which 
they  were  specially  mstructed,  what  would  have 
been  the  conduct  of  this  House  ?  Sir,  they  woald 
have  recommitted  the  bill  to  the  same,  or  perad- 
venture  to  some  other  committee.  The  President 
sent  back  the  treaty  to  the  same  Commissioners, 
to  recommence  their  labors,  and  to  make  no  treaty 
if  they  could  not  secure  such  conditions  as  they 
were  instructed  to  effect.  And  I  believe  no  act 
of  that  Administration  was  marked  with  more 
energy,  nor  met  more  cordially  the  approbation 
of  the  people.  What  would  have  been  the  clam- 
ors against  the  President,  if,  on  a  mission  in  which 
he  had  been  expressly  instructed,  as  on  this  case 
he  was  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  to  demand 
and  insist  upon  remuneration  for  spoliatioas  and 
security  especially  against  im|Nressment,  aad  he 
had  accepted  a  treaty  without  either  ?  Our  Min- 
isters inform  the  Qovernraent  on  the  3d  January 
1807, "  they  are  sorry  this  treaty  contains  no  pro- 
vision against  impressment ;"  but  that  the  )x»liey 
that  the  British  Government  had  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  this  very  delicate  subject,  her  Ministers 
assured  them,  would  secure  us  as  perfectly  as  if 
in  a  treaty.  And  Lords  Holland  and  Auckland 
subscribed  the  paper  which  states — *^  That  His 
'  Majesty's  Oovernmenthasnot  felt  itself  prepared 
'  to  disclaim  or  derogate  from  a  risht  which  has 

*  ever  been  uniformly  and  generally  maintained, 
'  and  in  the  exercise  of  which  the  security  of  the 

*  British  navy  may  be  essentially  involved." — 
"  That  His  Majesty's  Ministers  had  been  directed 
^  togive  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  the  most  posi- 

<  tive  assurances  that  instructions  have  been  given, 

<  and  shall  be  continued  and  enforced,  for  the  ob- 
( servanee  of  the  greatest  caution  in  the  impi^as- 
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'  iog  British  seamen,  and  that  the  strictest  care 
'  shall  be  taken  to  preserve  the  citizens  from  any 
'  molestation  or  injury,  and  that  immediate  and 
'  prompt  redress  shall  be  afforded  upon  any  rep- 
'  resentation  of  injury  sustained  by  them.''  By 
this  informal  act  they  declare  they  cannot  dero- 

Site  from  a  right  on  which  the  security  of  tbe 
ritish  navy  may  depend ;  although  at  the  mo- 
ment our  Ministers  were  pressing  on  them  an  ar- 
ticle, by  the  instruction  of  the  President,  **  to  im- 
'  pose  heavy  penalties  on  our  captains  who  should 
'  receive  on  board  or  carry  to  sea  British  seamen, 
'  on  her  entering  into  a  like  stipulation  that  her 
'  captains  shall  not  take  on  board  or  carry  to  sea 
'  American  seamen."  Would  any  prudent  roan 
believe  our  seamen  safe  under  the  policy  of  Great 
Britain,  when  she  refused  so  correct  a  stipula- 
tion ?  Upon  the  point  of  spoliations,  our  Min- 
isters tell  us — *^  they  regret  also,  to  be  under  the 
'  necessity  of  stating,  that  no  provision  had  been 

*  made  by  the  treaty  to  indemnify  our  merchants 
'  for  the  spoliations  on  their  commerce ;  that,  at 
'  the  time  of  signing  the  treaty,  they  stated  eipli- 
'  citly  they  could  not  conclude  it  without  satis- 
'  factory  assurances  of  remuneration  for  unlawful 
'  captures."  The  British  Ministry  informed  them 
they  did  not  wish  them  to  abandon  their  claim, 
but  intimated  that  in  cases  of  invested  right  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  inter- 
fere to  the  prejudice  of  the  parties ;  that  it  would 
be  hard  on  the  Government  and  unpopular  to  ap- 
ply the  public  money  to  such  a  purpose;  that  the 
depending  cases  would  not  be  unfavorably  ad- 
judged ;  that  to  enter  into  an  engagement  under 
the  present  state  of  things  might  expose  the  Gov- 
ernment to  theimputation  of  having  done  it  by  co- 
ercion. 

Lord  Howick  intimated  to  our  Ministers  "that 
'  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  address  a  note 
'  to  him  than  the  British  Ministers,  on  the  pre- 
I  servation  of  our  rights  to  indemnity  for  snoiia- 

*  tions.  We  are  preparing  this  paper,  but  iear  it 
'  will  not  be  ready  in  time  to  procure  his  answer 
'  to  send  you  with  those  despatches.    We  think 

*  it  our  duty,  however,  to  add,  that  we  do  not  wish 
'  our  Government  to  be  too  sanguine  in  the  ez- 
'  pectation  of  a  favorable  result.  In  the  delibera- 
'  tions  on  this  subject  it  may  perhaps  be  better  to 
'  presume  that  such  an  one  may  not  be  obtained, 
'  as  it  is  not  provided  for  in  the  treaty."  Our 
Ministers  send  the  treaty  without  any  indemnity 
for  spoliations,  or  any  agreement  to  reserve  the 
anbject  for  future  negotiation^  and  advise  the  Pre- 
sident to  act  on'  the  treaty  as  if  such  a  reservation 
was  not  to  be  obtained.  Our  Ministers  also  in- 
form the  Government  that  they  endeavored  to 
obtain  an  article  to  define  blockades  agreeably  to 
Lord  St.  Hellen's  convention  with  Russia,  bat 
without  effect.  I  therefore  ask,  if,  on  their  refus- 
ing '*  to  derogate  from  their  right  of  impressment," 
on  their  refusing  ^*  to  stipulate  for  spoliations,  or 
even  to  reserve  the  subject  for  future  negotiation," 
and  on  their  refusing  to  d^ne  a  legal  blockade, 
three  of  the  specified  objects  of  the  mission,  any 
real  American  can  thine  the  arrangement  made 
by  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  either  honorable 


or  advantageous  to  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
treaty  ought  to  have  been  accepted? 

They  tell  us  that  the  system  of  retaliation  re- 
sorted to  by  the  President,  has  given  to  the  war 
a  character  of  ferocity  unknown  to  civilized  na- 
tions. The  term  ferocity  they  borrow,  no  doubt 
from  tbe  Maryland  memorial,  the  production  oi 
a  hopeful  band,  who  ferociously  brolce  into  a  tem- 
ple of  liberty,  although  locked  with  tbe  key  of  our 
holy  religion,  and  rifled  it  of  three  golden  lamps, 
that  had  been  selected  by  the  sovereign  people  of 
Alleghany,  and  foisted  in  their  place  three  others 
of  brass,  tnat  had  been  rejected  by  them.  Can 
such  men,  without  book,  be  entitled  to  credit, 
who  after  kissing  the  book  have  violated  the  sa- 
cred charter  of  our  liberties,  and  that  in  tlM  most 
vital  pointj  the  right  of  suffrage  ? 

Retaliation  is  a  right  of  war,  governed  by  tbe 
laws  of  war.  BynJasnhoek,  in  his  Law  of  War, 
declares  "  that  retaliation  may  be  made  on  him 
who  does  the  injury — that  the  safety  of  the  peo- 
ple is  the  soul  ot  the  law  of  war.^ 

In  England  it  is  a  prerogative  right  vested  ia 
the  Crown,  where  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation 
is  lodged,  an  unwritten  law.  In  the  United  States 
the  sovereignty  is  in  the  people,  and  no  power 
vested  in  the  President  but  by  written  law,.made 
by  their  Representatives,  and  for  which  purpose 
the  law  of  retaliation  was  passed,  resting  this 
power  in  the  President. 

King  Charles,  in  his  grant  to  the  proprietors  of 
Maryland,  in  section  12,  says :  "  We  have  given, 

*  and  for  us  our  heirs  and  successors  do  give,  by 
'  these  presents,  as  full  and  unrestrained  powers 
'  as  any  captain  general  of  our  army  ever  hath 
'  had  unto  the  aforesaid  now  Baron  of  Baltimore^ 
'  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns,  by  themselves,  or 
'  by  their  captains  or  other  ofiicers,  to  summon  to 
'  their  standards,  and  to  array  all  men  of  whatso- 
^  ever  condition,  or  wheresoever  born,  for  the  time 

*  being,  in  the  said  province  of  Maryland,  to  wage 
'  war  and  to  pursue,  even  beyond  the  limits  of 
^  their  province,  the  enemies  and  ravagers  afore- 
'  said,  infesting  those  parts,  by  land  or  by  sea,  and 
'  (if  God  sballgrant  it)  to  yanquish  and  capture 
^  them,  and  the  captives  to  put  to  death,  or  ac- 

*  cording  to  their  discretion  to  save,  and  to  do  all 
^  other  and  singular  things,  which  appertain  er 
^  have  been  accustomed  to  appertain  unto  tbe 
^  authority  or  office  of  captain  general  of  oar  ar- 
'  my."  Here  the  right  to  kill  the  captive  is  un- 
conditionlly  given,  and,  if  one  of  his  men  was  ex- 
ecuted, would  not  only  authorize,  but  by  the  law 
of  war  justify,  retaliation.  Biackstane,  toI.  4.  p. 
7,  says :  *'  The  right  of  punishing  crimes  against 
^  the  law  of  nature,  as  murder,  is  in  a  state  of  na- 
^  ture  vested  in  erery  individual,  and  when  those 
'  individuals  are  formed  into  society,  the  rights  of 

*  each  must  be  vested  in  that  body." 

By  Divine  authority  it  is  declared,  an  eye  for 
an  eye,  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,  and  whoever  sheddetk 
man's  blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed  ;  this 
law  was  certainly  inscribed  on  the  heart  of  Cain 
by  the  finger  of  God,  who  on  killing  his  brother 
expressed  his  apprehensions,  that  whoever  should 
find  him  would  slay  him. 
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On  the  10th  July,  1776,  almost  cotemporane- 
oQsly  with  the  Declaration  of  lodependeoee, 
Compress  passed  the  following  resolution : 

'^Ruohedy  That  if  the  enemy  shall  put  to  death, 
tortare,  or  maltreat  the  prisoners  retained  by  them,  re- 
tsliatioD,  the  only  means  of  stopping  the  progress  of  in- 
human bntchery,  and,  for  that  purpose,  punishments 
of  the  same  kind  and  degree,  be  inflicted  on  an  equal 
number  of  the  captives  from  them  in  our  possession, 
until  they  shall  be  taught  to  respect  the  violated  rights 
of  nations." 

Congress  on  the  3d  March,  1799^  by  a  law  of 
that  date,  authorized  the  President  (if  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  who  sbaj^are  been  im- 
pressed into  the  British  servic^shall  be  taken 
by  France,  and  by  the  authority  of  Prance  shall 
suffer  death  or  other  corporal  punishment)  and 
required  him  to  cause  the  most  rigorous  retalia- 
lioo  to  be  executed  on  any  citizen  of  the  French 
Republic. 

1  have  presented  to  you,  on  this  subject,  the 
laws  of  war,  the  law  and  practice  of  Qreat  brit- 
min,  the  law  of  nature,  and  the  law  of  Gtod ;  the 
law  and  practice  of  1776,  and  an  act  of  this  Con* 

fresa  under  the  Federal  Administration— though 
am  aware,  that  it  may  be  said,  they  were 
Frenchmen. 

Sir,  by  your  naturalization  act,  we  gi?e  to  per- 
sons every  right  of  a  citizen,  except  to  be  a  Pres- 
ident, and  pledge  the  faith  o(  the  nation  for  their 
protection,  as  a  counterpart  of  their  pledge  of  al- 
legiance. We  are  therefore  as  much  b^und  to 
protect  them  as  if  native  citizens ;  and  were  we 
to  decline  their  protection  by  retaliation,  we  should 
be  accessaries  to  their  murder.  And  if  Qreat 
Britain  shall  presume,  under  her  claim  of  perpet- 
ual allegiance,  to  execute  one  of  them,  who  have 
been  taken  in  arms  defending  their  adopted  coun- 
try, we  will  convince  her  that  our  power^  with- 
oot  any  claim  of  allegiance  over  her  subjects^  is 
ae  well  founded,  by  exercising  it.  In  this  opinion 
I  am  doubly  fortified,  by  the  President  recom- 
mending the  act  of  retaliation^  and  by  bis  vote  in 
the  old  Congress,  to  hang  Asgill  for  Captain  Hud- 
dy,  when  Asgill  was  given  up. 

i^his  power  was  exercised  by  the  patriots  of  the 
Revolution,  and  with  so  much  success,  that  in 
the  debates  in  Parliament,  we  are  informed,  there 
were  but  four  cases  during  the  Revolution — then 
it  will  be  recollected  we  were  liable  to  be  bung  as 
traitors,  and  that  now  it  would  be  murder  in 
Great  Britain  to  hang  us. 

Sure  I  am,  if  Qreat  Britain  is  rash  enough  to 
hang  these  unfortunate  captives,  it  will  be  owing 
to  the  conduct  of  the  minority  upon  this  occasion. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Pbarson)  tells  us  that  such  was  our  hostility  to 
Great  Britain,  that  for  ratifying  Jay's  Treaty, 
whicit  was  so  unexceptionable,  Qen.  Wabhino- 
TOM  had  been  burnt  in  effigy;  but  on  the  inquiry 
where  it  had  been  done,  the  gentleman  unfortu- 
nately fixed  on  Charleston,  which  their  Represen- 
tative (Mr  Cbbveb)  declared  to  be  without  foun- 
dation ;  and  Mr.  Picksrino  said  was  a  mistake, 
that  it  was  Mr.  Jay  that  had  been  burnt  in  effigy. 
Tes,  air,  and  that  proceeded  from  the  declaration 


of  General  Washington  to  Edmund  Randolph, 
that  he  never  would  ratify  the  treaty  with  the 
^^  provision  article  in  it,"  wnereby  he  kindled  such 
a  flame  against  it,  that  he  himself  could  not  ex* 
tioguish  It ;  and  during  the  fervor  it  produced, 
Mr.  Jay  was  burnt  in  emgy,  nor  do  I  believe  there 
would  have  been  much  regret  on  the  burning  of 
the  original. 

This  ^*  provision  article"  was  calculated  to 
make  us  an  accomplice  in  the  starving  of  France, 
and  was  for  that  purpose  inserted  by  Great  Brit- 
tain  ;  then  too,  it  will  be  recollected,  that  General 
Wasbimqton  was  such  an  admirer  of  FrancOi 
that  he  said  to  their  Minister  on  his  presenting  a 
pair  of  French  colors,  ^  To  call  you  great  would 
be  but  common  praise — Wonderful  people !" 

However  unexceptionable  this  treaty  may  have 
been,  under  it  Jonathan  Bobbins  was  given  up  and 
executed,  although  he  swore  he  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut  and  had  been  impressed.  Report 
has  charged  it  on  the  then  Secretary  of  State 
^Mr.  Pickering)  without  the  authority  of  *Mr. 
Adams;  and  as  that  gentleman  is  now  in  his  seat, 
he  will,  bv  giving  us  the  history  of  that  tiansac- 
tion,  enable  the  American  historian  to  do  justice 
to  the  man  that  did  it. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Sbip- 
hero)  tells  us  we  have  gone  to  war  for  the  phan- 
tom called  honor.  I,  sir,  have  been  taught  to  be- 
lieve that  honor  in  an  individual  was  a  substantial 
ingredient  in  his  character,  and  regret  that  any 
Representative  in  Congress  should  consider  it  a 
phantom,  in  the  character  of  the  nation,  that  we 
had  declared  war  to  protect  sailors'  rights,  and 
that  every  sailor  in  the  nation  was  opposed  to 
the  war.  A  solitary  tar  in  the  gallery  instantly- 
exclaimed,  *^  That's  false;  belay  that  fellow  there  1" 
This  same  gentleman  exultingly  tells  us  that 
Britain  holds  the  trident  of  Neptune — that  she  is 
omnipotent  on  the  ocean.  Our  contests  with  her 
on  that  element  have  shaken  her  empire  of  the 
ocean,  and  Captain  Perry's  signal  victory  on 
Lake  Erie  has  marked  him  as  the  heir  apparent 
to  Neptune. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Sber- 
woon)  puts  us  upon  our  guard  not  to  offend  the 
Eastern  States ; '-  that  Connecticut,  the  State  that 

§ive  him  birth,  is  superior  in  arms  to  all  the 
tates  to  the  south  of  the  North  river."  Sutelv. 
thoughtless  youth !  Did  he  think  anybody  would 
believe  him  7  Did  he  believe  himself?  I  confess 
it  defied  my  credulity.  However,  I  rejoice  in  the 
strength  of  a  sister  State,  because  her  strength 
increases  the  strength  of  the  Union,  and  I  have 
no  fears  that  her  arms  will  ever  be  turned  against 
her  countr3r,  although  we  are  threatened  with  a 
civil  war.  The  gentleman  has  forgotten  the  vale- 
dictory monitions  of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  not 
to  use  geographical  arguments,  and  put  in  array 
one  section  of  the  Union  against  another;  but 
should  the  seditious  speeches  in  Congress  lead  to 
that  unhappy  catastrophe,  I  can  assure  that  gen- 
tleman that  the  sons  ofthe  South  or  Centre  would 
not  turn  upon  their  heel  to  avoid  a  conflict  with 
him,  either  physically  or  metaphysically. 
Sir,  we  have  already  seen  some  of  the  fruits 
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of  this  freedom  of  debate  in  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Blake,  in  the  Senate  of  Massaehasetts;  unless, 
per  ad  venture,  he  miffht  have  been  under  the 
operation  of  Doctor  HeDry's  pills.  ^  Quid  turn 
mortalta  pectora  cogis  auri  Bocra  fames  ?"  He 
said,  that  '^  British  influence  did  exist,  and  he  was 
'  proud  of  it ;  he  was  proud  of  the  fast-anchored 
'  isle ;  he  was  proud  of  their  influence  in  America ; 
'  their  laws,  their  manners,  their  relig:ion— allour 
^  blandishments  in  life  are  to  be  ascribed  to  that 
'  moral  nation."  He  declared,  ^  there  was  more 
<  practical  liberty  in  England  than  in  any  other 
'  section  of  the  globe ;  and  he  was  ready  to  ex- 
'  change  the  Constitution  for  that  of  Great  Brit- 
'  ain,  monarchy  and  alL"  I  have,  notwithstand- 
ing, so  much  confidence  in  Massachusetts,  that  I 
am  ceruin  no  man  can  be  found  in  that  section 
of  the  Union  possessed  of  so  much  temerity  as  to 
induce  him  to  play  the  part  of  Cttsar,  when  he 
beholds  the  drawn  dagger  in  the  hand  of  a  Brutus 
by  l^b  side.  And  I  confidently  hope  that  no  por- 
tion of  this  happy  land  will  ever  be  found  tojpro- 
duce  a  Gxsar  that  will  not  produce  another  Bru- 
tus. I  wish,  sir,  that  honorable  Massachusetts  Sen- 
ator was  in  that  gallery,  and  that  I  possessed  the 
E;wer  of  Orpheus,  I  would  make  that  Goddess  of 
iberty  heave  a  sigh  and  crimson  her  marble  cheek 
for  the  apostacy  of  so  degenerate  an  American. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Gab- 
ton)  teUs  us  that  the  war  is  oflfensive.  Then,  I 
suppose,  the  impressment  of  6,257  seamen,  and 
capturing  917  ships  in  time  of  peace,  and  refusing 
to  give  them  up,  was  not  offensive.  He  tells  us 
Bonaparte  insisted  on  our  going  to  war  if  our 
rights  were  not  respected.  I  would  ask  that  gen- 
tleman what  was  the  rider  on  that  honorable  ar- 
rangement Mr.  Jefferson  has  been  caluminated 
for  rejecting  ?  It  was  this— ft  was  an  instrument 
under  the  hands  of  the  two  British  Ministers  who 
signed  the  treaty,  "  tliat  they  were  commanded 
^  by  His  Majesty  to  say  that  we  must  not  submit 
Mo  the  Berlin  decree  of  November,  1806;  and 
^  that  they  cannot  enter  into  the  stipulations  of 
'  the  present  treaty  without  an  explanation  from 
'  the  United  States  of  their  intentions  relative  to 
'  that  decree,  or  a  reservation  to  His  Majesty  not 
'  to  consider  himself  bound  by  the  treaty  in  that 
*  event.''  It  is  well  known  France  meant  only 
our  enforcement  of  the  non-intercourse  act,  as 
the  explanation  of  it  and  Practice  under  it  has 
proved.  The  gentleman  finds  great  fault  with 
the  principle  that  free  ships  shall  make  free  goods. 
Has  our  Government  insisted  on  it?  No.  But  if  he 
will  examine  the  history  of  the  wars  of  1737  and 
1756.  he  will  find  Great  Britain  then  insisting  on 
it ;  then  she  was  not  omnipotent  on  the  ocean, 
and  wished  the  protection  of^law — but  now,  when 
we  are  told  she  holds  the  trident  of  Neptune,  she 
prefers  the  uUima  ratio  regum;  and  we  have 
ample  testimony  she  means  to  use  it  to  produce 
the  penuUima]ratio  n^ttm— their  interest.  But 
he  tells  us  we  had  like  to  have  crowned  our  vio- 
lations of  all  that  was  dear  to  the  people,  bj 
adopting  the  French  conscriptions.  Would  it 
not  have  been  more  in  order  to  postpone  his 
denunciations  for  our  faults  till  we  had  committed 


them,  than  through  the  anticipation  of  a  disor- 
dered imagination  to  charge  iis  with  them  before- 
hand? I  would  ask  that  gentleman  whether 
French  conscriptions,  which  I  nnderstmod  to  be 
a  draught  by  lot  of  a  eenain  number  from  aU  the 
yomg  men  as  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
to  serve  for  five  years  only,  can  be  so  oatrageous 
as  the  impressment  of  all  seamen,  without  a  lot, 
to  serve  for  life?  He  politely  cnarges  os  %ri^ 
practising  a  ductility  of  mind  that  b^ins  its 
work  by  deceiving  itself.  If  that  was  the  fact,  I 
ask  him  if  it  is  huf  so  exceptionable  as  tlmt  duc- 
tilitar  of  mind  thit  beeins  and  prosecutes  its  work 
by  deceiving  th^eopie  ?  He  concludes  by  clHug* 
ing  us  with  le^lating  under  Executive  caprice. 
I  wish  I  could  charge  them  with  not  eaptieiouaiy 
opposing  every  measure  of  Government,  how- 
ever intimately  connected  with  its  prosperity  and 
happiness. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (1^.  Gsos- 
venor)  charges  us  with  pouring  out  incessant 
invectives  against  the  British  Government,  bst 
be  forgot  to  state  that  they  were  defensive,  and 
to  jusufy  us  against  the  invectives  of  the  Federal 
party  against  their  own  Government.  He  tells 
us  that  the  President^  soul  will  be  crimsoned 
with  the  blood  of  our  officers  and  soldiers,  by  vio- 
lating our  act  of  retaliation,  which  is  limited  by 
the  modem  usage  of  nations.  If  our  soldien, 
taken  in  arms,  fighting  for  their  eonnuy,  and  car- 
ried to  England,  shM  be  executed,  the  honest 
historian  will  fix  their  blood  on  the  head  of  the 
Opposition,  and  will  I  trust  record  on  the  same 
page  their  opposition  to  the  law  of  retaliation, 
after  being  informed  by  the  President  that  he 
had  no  such  power  without  a  law  for  that  pur- 
pose. What  ought  to  be  the  respect  of  the  Army 
for  them,  who,  when  Britain  had  such  ft  power, 
denied  it  to  their  own  Government?  This  gen- 
tleman is  so  well  read  in  the  secret  history  of 
Great  Britain,  that  he  teUs  us  these  anfortonate 
captives  begged  a  British  captain,  on  their  kaees, 
for  a  pardon,  and  offered  to  enter  into  their  ser- 
vice upon  that  condition.  It  was  their  ferocity, 
and  the  scalping  knife  of  their  red  allies  th^y 
feared,  not  their  justice.  He  tells  us  Ckent  Brit- 
ain has  a  right  to  punish  them  under  her  muni- 
cipal laws— that  her  claim  of  perpetual  all^g^iuaee 
will  justify  her  in  punishing  them  as  timiton. 
And  if  Gh>eat  Britain  punishes  them  under  her 
municipal  laws  for  treason,  cannot  we  punish  her 
subjects  in  our  possession  by  our  municipal  law 
of  retaliation  ?  If  Great  Britain,  after  being  in- 
formed as  she  has  been  of  our  intention  to  retali- 
ate, shall  murder  one  of  them,  and  we  retaliate, 
will  she  not  be  guilty,  in  a  court  of  conscience,  of 
the  murder  of  her  own  subject  ?  Whatever  may 
be  the  case,  I  am  sure  that  while  she  belieres 
that  will  be  their  unhappy  lot,  she  will  not  ven- 
ture on  the  experiment.  But  if  she  shall,  I  have 
not  a  ray  of  doubt  that  the  President  will  execute 
as  many  Britons  in  their  places,  agreeably  to  the 
law  of  retaliation  which  he  has  sworn  to  execute, 
and  thereby  stop  the  further  effusion  of  innocent 
American  blood. 

When  Mr.  Wbight  had  concluded— 
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Mr.  Calbodh  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair,  as 
follows :. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  now  more  than  two  weeks 
since  the  commencement  of  this  debate ;  most  of 
which  time  has  been  consumed  bj  the  Opposition 
in  attempting  to  prove  the  bad  faith,  poverty, 
folly,  and  injnsticeof  our  GrOTernment  and  coun- 
try ;  for  all  of  their  arguments  and  declamation, 
however  variant  and  contradictory,  are  reduci- 
ble to  two  obiections  against  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  First,  that  such  is  the  want  of  capital,  or 
of  public  credit,  that  the  loan  cannot  be  had,  or 
it  must  be  at  an  extravagant  interest;  and  sec- 
ondly, if  it  could,  the  bill  ought  to  be  rejected, 
because  in  their  omnion  the  war  is  unjust  and 
inexpedient.  The  last  of  these  objections,  I  pro- 
pose to  discuss.  To  examine  both  at  large  would 
occupy  too  much  time.  Without,  therefore,  dis- 
cussing the  question  whether  the  loan  can  or  can- 
not be  |iad,  I  will  merely  offer  a  few  reflections 
incidentallv  connected  with  it.  It  is  a  little  re- 
markable that  not  one  of  the  minority  has  dis- 
cussed the  material  points  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject ;  I  mean  the  question,  k  the  money  proposed 
to  be  raised  by  this  bill  indispensable  for  the 
service  of  the  year  ?  and,  if  so,  is  a  loan  the  only, 
or  best  mode  or  obtaining  it  1  The  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  present- 
ed an  estimate  of  the  excuses  already  ordered, 
or  which  must  be,  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
sum  proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill,  with  the 
other  sources  of  the  revenue,  will  be  al^olutely 
necessary  to  meet  them.  The  silence  of  the  Op- 
position sanctions  the  correctness  of  the  estimate ; 
and  as  no  other  mode  has  been  indicated  of  ob- 
taining the  necessary  supplies,  this  may  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  the  only  one.  It  ceases  then  to  be  a 
question,  whether  the  loan  can  be  had  at  this  or 
that  interest.  It  is  necessary ;  it  must  be  had ; 
and  the  rate  per  centum  will  depend  principally 
on  the  state  of  the  money  market— and  not  on 
the  aiguments  here.  Again  \  on  comparing  the 
two  objections  to  the  nassage  of  this  blil.  one  of 
them  destroys  all  conndence  in  the  other.  Our 
opponents  contend  not  only  that  the  loan  cannot 
l>e  had,  bat  that  it  ought  not  to  be  granted.  To 
defeat  the  passage  of  this  bill,  or  to  prevent  its 
successful  operation  out  of  this  House,  are  the 
declared  objects  of  their  policy.  It  is  true  that 
all  have  not  made  the  latter  declaration ;  but 
none,  as  far  as  my  memory  serves,  have  disavow- 
ed it.  When,  then,  they  argue  that  the  loan 
must  fail,  they  may  be  considered  either  as  dupes 
to  their  wishes,  or,  what  is  more  probable,  as  aim- 
ing to  destroy  the  confidence  of  moneyed  men  in 
the  public  faith;  for  it  cannot  be  presumed  that 
they  have  any  hope  to  defeat  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  objection  which  I  pro- 
posed to  discuss.  The  war,  say  our  opponents 
IS  unjust  and  inexpedient,  and  therefore  (his  bill 
pnght  to  be  rejected.  The  facts  of  the  supposed 
injustice  and  inexpediency  of  the  war,  on  which 
this  objection  rests,  have  claimed  the  exclusive 
attention  of  the  Opposition.  The  inference  de- 
duced from  them,  that  they  justify  the  rejection 


of  this  bill,  though  far  from  being  an  intuitive  pro- 
position, has  received  no  part  of  their  arguments  or 
elucidation.  For  my  part,  I  consider  it  not  only 
false  but  dangerous:  and  shall  therefore  not  only 
consider  the  alleged  injustice  and  inexpediency 
of  the  war,  but  the  inference  assumed  from  those 
charges.  I  trust,  with  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, to  prove  that  both  are  eooally  unfounded. 
I  must  beg  an  attentive  and  deliberate  hearing : 
for  a  correct  mode  of  thinking  on  this  subject,  I 
do  sincerely  believe  to  be  necessary  to  the  lasting 
prosperity  of  our  country.  I  say  an  attentive  and 
deliberate  hearing,  for  it  is  not  sufficient  that  the 
mind  be  fixed  on  the  discussion ;  but  it  should 
also  be  free  from  those  passions  and  prejudices 
unfavorable  to  the  reception  of  truth.  The  fact 
that  discussion  here  assumes  the  form  of  debate, 
produces  a  state  of  things  unfavorable  to  dispas- 
sionate attention.  In  debate  here,  as  between 
two  individuals,  the  opposite  sides  are  much 
more  disposed  to  find  objections  to  an  argument, 
be  it  ever  so  clear,  than  to  receive  it  with  a  pro- 
per degree  of  assent.  In  their  zeal  the  interest 
of  the  country  is  too  often  forgot.  Mutual  re- 
crimination, and  not  to  discover  and  persuade  to 
do  what  is  right,  is  but  too  commonly  the  object. 
I  hope  what  I  have  to  say  will  not  be  viewed  as 
a  mere  exercise  of  skill  in  a  discussion,  in  which 
those  who  hear  me  have  little  or  no  interest ;  but 
as  containing  principles  believed  to  be  essential 
to  the  public  interest.  I  trust  I  hold  in  proper 
contempt  the  spirit  of  idle  debate.  Its  heat  and 
zeal  are  momentary.  Not  sopvith  our  principles 
and  measures.  On  them  must  depend  our  future 
prosperity  and  happiness. 

Is  the  war  unjust  and  inexpedient?  This  is 
the  question  which  I  now  propose  to  discuss. 
The  eagerness  and  zeal  with  which  our  oppo- 
nents endeavor  to  prove  this  point,  sedm  to  me 
not  at  all  consistent  with  sound  principles  or  due 
love  of  our  country.  In  their  zeal  they  often  pre- 
sume that  we  are  wrong  and  our  enemy  right ; 
and  that  on  us  is  the  burden  to  prove  that  their 
charges  are  false,  before  they  have  attempted  to 
prove  them  to  be  true.  How  contrary  this  to  the 
maxims  of  Roman  wisdom  1  That  wise  and  vir- 
tuous people,  so  far  from  presuming  their  country 
to  be  wrong,  considered  it  as  a  crime  in  a  citizen 
to  doubt  oflhe  justice  of  the  public  cause.  In  a 
state  of  war  how  worthy  of  our  imitation !  It 
was  at  the  root  of  Roman  greatness.  Without  it 
a  free  State  will  ever  lose  much  of  its  peculiar 
and  native  strength ;  the  spjontaneous  and  concur- 
ring zeal  of  its  citizens.  The  charge  of  injustice 
and  inexpediency  against  the  war  necessarily 
leads  me  to  investigate  its  cause.  It  originated, 
as  agreed  on  all  sides,  in  certain  commercial  ag- 
gressions on  the  part  of  England,  and  her  prac- 
tice of  impressing  American  seamen  from  Amer- 
ican vessels  on  the  high  seas.  Though  I  have 
named  commercial  injuries  first,  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  give  impressment  the  preference  in  the 
order  of  discussion ;  not  only  because  the  war  is 
continued  for  it,  but  because  it  is  of  greater  in- 
trinsic importance.  The  life  and  liberty  of  a 
citizen  are  more  important  to  him  and  his  coun- 
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tiy  than  his  property;  and  conseqaently  the  ob- 
ligation to  protect  tne  former  more  sacred  than 
the  latter.  To  the  truth  of  this  position,  our  po- 
litical institution  bears  testimony.  A  single  ju- 
dicial process  determines  on  a  question  of  pro- 
perty ;  but  it  requires  a  double  investigation,  first 
before  a  grand  jury  and  then  a  petit,  before  the 
humblest  and  most  suspected  citizen  can  be  de- 
prived of  life  or  liberty.  This  is  a  mode  of  think- 
ing worthy  of  a  free  people,  and  in  fact  is  essen- 
tial to  the  permanent  existence  of  their  freedom. 
Tes,  life  and  liberty,  those  precious  gifts  of  Hea- 
Ten.  are  by  our  laws  and  constitutions  guarantied 
to  ail.  They  may  be  abused  and  forfeited  to  the 
country ;  but  cannot  be  torn  away  by  the  hand 
of  arbitrary  power.  Let  us  bear  these  sentiments 
in  our  minds  and  bring  them  in  our  bosoms  to 
the  discussion  of  this  subject. 

It  is  fortunate  that  the  facts  connected  with 
impressment  are  few  and  undoubted.  I  set  aside 
for  the  present  the  pretext  and  principle  on  which 
Great  Britain  acts  in  relation  to  it.  None  can 
deny  that  a  great  number  of  American  sailors 
have  been  impressed  from  on  board  American 
vessels  on  the  hi^h  seas,  and  by  force  compelled 
to  serve  a  sovereign  to  whom  they  owe  no  alle- 
giance, and  to  fight  battles  in  which  they  have 
no  interest.  It  is  equally  certain,  that  the  prac- 
tice is  of  long  continuance  \  and  that  negotiation 
has  often  and  in  vain  been  resorted  to  for  redress. 
I  say  a  great  number  rather  than  specify  any  par- 
ticular, because  I  da  not  conceive  the  exact  num- 
ber to  be  materiaH  9mA  also,  because  I  do  not 
wish  to  incorporate  anything  the  least  doubtful 
in  the  statement.  On  this  point,  however,  the 
two  Qovernments  are  pretty  well  agreed.  Ours 
estimates  the  entire  number  taken  at  something 
more  than  six  thousand;  and  the  British  Grov- 
emment  acknowledged  that,  at  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war,  they  had  sixteen  hundred  at  least  on 
board  their  public  vessels.  After  deducting  from 
our  list  the  dead  by  battle  and  disease,  the  desert- 
ers and  the  liberated,  it  will  be  found  that  theirs 
exceeds  our  estimate.  To  the  shame  of  the  mi- 
nority, thev  alone  have  attempted  to  throw  any 
doubt  on  tnis  point — and  to  diminish  the  injury 
of  the  enemy  below  their  own  acknowledgment. 
On  this  simple  statement,  there  are  two  inferences 
80  clear,  that  I  feel  it  almost  an  insult  to  the  un- 
derstanaing  of  this  Committee  to  state  them.  I 
must  seek  for  my  apology  in  the  efforts  of  our 
opponents  to  render  that  doubtful  which  in  itself 
is  so  manifest :  I  mean  the  violation  of  the  rights 
and  liberty  of  the  impressed  American  seamen, 
and  the  correspondent  duty  imposed  on  their 
country  to  defend  them.  1  Know  of  no  illustra- 
tion of  a  proposition  so  perfectly  clear.  No  head 
can  be  so  impenetrable  as  not  to  perceive  its  truth ; 
no  heart  so  callous  as  not  to  feel  its  obligation. 
For,  who  is  there  in  this  community  of  freemen, 
that  is  willing  to  renounce  the  claim  of  protection 
which  he  has  on  all,  or  withhold  the  duty  which 
he  is  under  to  all  ?  It  is  the  essence  of  civil  so- 
ciety. Such  and  so  simple  is  the  truth  on  which 
the  cause  of  our  country  stands.  On  these  essen- 
tial facts  and  inferences  we  are  then  on  all  sides 


agreed.  The  obligation  of  the  Government  is 
established.  How  then  are  we  to  be  absolved 
from  so  sacred  a  duty  ?  The  impressed,  the  en- 
slaved  seamen  have  invoked  the  protection  of 
their  country.  Shall  it  be  extended  to  them,  or 
shall  it  be  withheld  ?  This  is  the  question  now 
proposed  for  our  consideration,  and  which  natu- 
rally introduces  the  various  arguments  of  the  mi- 
nority on  this  important  subject.  They  comlNLt 
against  inferences  the  most  clear  and  powerful ; 
proportionally  perspicuous  and  strong  must  be  the 
reasons  to  justify  their  conduct  I  will  commence 
with  that  which  I  believe  to  be  most  relied  on  ; 
because  most  frequently  and  zealously  urged  in 
justification  of  our  enemy.  It  is  said  that  they  take 
American  citizens  by  mistake,  and  not  by  princi- 
ple ;  their  object  is  to  take  their  own  seamen,  but, 
from  the  impossibility  of  distinguishing,  the 
American  seamen  is  impressed.  The  an5wer  is 
plain  and  decisive.  The  argument  is  fonoded  in 
a  misconception.  The  duty  which  the  country 
owes  to  the  impressed  sailors  originates  in  a  sin- 
gle fact,  that  they  are  unjustly  deprived  by  a  for- 
eign nation  of  tneir  liberty.  The  principle  on 
which  they  are  deprived  of  their  liberty,  or  the 
manner,  constitutes  no  part  of  it.  Whetner  done 
by  principle  or  mistake,  it  is  true,  may  have  a 
bearing  on  the  continuance  of  the  practice  and  its 
future  extent.  For  what  is  done  by  mistake  or 
accident  generally  leaves  this  consolation,  that 
it  will  not  probably  occur  again ;  but  what  is 
done  by  principle  may  be  expected  to  continue. 
We  have  not  even  this  hope.  The  evil  is  invet- 
erate. The  mistake,  if  one  it  is,  must  forever 
happen  so  long  as  the  present  practice  is  contin- 
ued of  impressing  from  American  vessels.  It^ 
therefore,  operates^  as  it  regards  us,  as  if  it  were 
the  result  of  principle.  I,  however,  deny  the  fact 
on  which  this  justification  rests.  The  obiect  of 
England  is  not  to  take  her  seamen  only,  aj  re- 
curring to  official  documents  on  this  subject,  it 
will  be  found,  that  she  impresses  persons  oo  board 
of  our  Tessels  who  could  not  be  mistaken  for 
British  sailors.  She  takes,  indiscriminately,  Dane, 
Dutch,  Spaniard,  and  seamen  of  any  nation.  To 
speak  another  language  and  to  wear  a  different 
complexion  are,  it  seems,  no  evidence  with  the 
British  Government  that  he  is  not  an  English 
sailor.  What  then  is  the  principle  of  that  Got- 
ernment  on  this  subject  ?  If  we  are  to  judge  by 
facts,  and  not  by  pretexts,  which  will  never  be 
wanting:  if  we  are  simple  enough  to  belieye  them, 
it  is  this :  they  clsim,  at  least  as  far  as  we  are 
concerned,  that  every  seafaring  person  found  on 
the  ocean  is  presumptively  an  Bnglishman.  and 
bound  to  serve  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  They 
admit,  it  is  true,  this  presumption  to  be  rebutted 
in  a  single  ease,  and  only  in  that ;  by  the  seaman 
proving  that  he  belongs  to  the  country  to  which 
the  flag  does  under  which  he  sails.  If,  for  in- 
stance, the  vessel  is  American,  that  he  was  bom 
in  the  United  States.  The  impress  officer,  the 
very  person  interested  against  him,  is,  however, 
the  judge  and  jury  who  presides  in  this  mock  trial 
of  nativity.  It  is  thus  that  the  American  flaj^ 
is  insulted— it  is  thus  the  American  citizen  » 
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stripped  of  his  libertf  under  ito  protection !    At 
home,  he  holds  his  liberty  under  the  protection  of 
the  most  sacred  laws ;  abroad — no.  I  will  not  ad- 
mit the  distinction,  for  while  under  our  flag  he  is 
still  at  home — he  holds  life  and  liberty  at  the 
mercy  of  every  insignificant  drunken  midship^ 
man !  ^  But  let  us  attend  for  a  moment  longer  to 
the  object  of  this  principle  of  tbe  British  Govern- 
ment,  as  illustrated  by  practice.    A  war  in  Eu- 
rope, in  which  England  is  engaged, sooner  or  later, 
extends  to  all  of  the  other  Powers  in  that  part  of 
the  globe.    In  consequence  of  her  superiority  at 
sea,  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  other  States 
are  destroyed,  or  suspended  in  a  state  of  war ;  and 
their  seamen^  who  cannot  readilv  change  theif 
habits,  are  compelled  to  seek  employment  in  for- 
eign service.    Until  lately,  America  remaining 
neutral,  and  ofiering  high  wages,  they  naturally 
preferred  ours.    To  this  state  of  facts,  her  prin- 
ciple of  impressing  all  foreign  seamen  was  ap- 
plied ;  and  by  its  operation  forced  those  who  were 
by  their  own  consent  employed  in  our  vessels,  to 
serve  by  compulsion  in  her  navy.    Thus  by  a 
single  process,  under  the  pretext  of  taking  her 
own  seamen,  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
world  are  converted  into  a  nursery  to  support  the 
British  navy ;  and  the  practice  of  impressment 
from  neutrals,  on  investigation,  is  discovered  to 
be^  like  all  of  her  other  encroachments,  a  system 
of  universal  monopoly.    Unless  resisted  by  the 
steady  and  persevering  efforts  of  other  nations, 
she  must  eventually  draw  the  commerce  of  the 
world  into  the  vortex  of  her  system. 

It  is  next  urged,  that  this  is  an  ancient  custom 
on  the  part  of  England,  and  Europe  generally ; 
that  it  is  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations  to  impress 
on  board  of  neutral  vessels  on  the  high  seas. 
Those  who  urge  this  argument  ought  to  substan- 
tiate it  by  a  reference  to  the  facts  and  to  elemen- 
tary writers  on  public  law.  Until  this  is  done,  it 
cannot  be  considered  in  a  stronger  light  than  a 
mere  assertion.  I,  for  my  part,  do  not  believe 
that  it  ever  constituted  the  custom  of  Europe,  or 
that  of  England,  till  since  the  period  of  the  Ame- 
rican vrar.  If  it  were  a  general  custom,  why  not 
recognised  by  some  of  the  many  writers  on  the 
laws  of  nations  ?  They  minutely  state  the  cases 
in  which  a  belligerent  may  enter  a  neutral  vessel 
for  the  purpose  of  search.  Why  not  this,  also? 
None  of  the  rights  of  search  would  be  more  im- 
portant, and  would  better  deserve  their  attention 
than  this,  if  it  really  were  one.  Their  silence, 
then,  is  decisive  against  the  custom.  I  know 
that  some  English  writers  have  set  up  an  old 
claim,  formed  on  the  orders  of  their  Government ; 
but  there  is  no  proof  of  acquiescence  on  the  part 
of  other  Powers;  ftod.if  they  had,  it  could  not 
be  obligatory  on  us.  The  law  of  nations  is  com- 
posed principally  of  usages  originating  in  mutual 
convenience.  Among  the  nations  of  modern 
Europe  who  are  distinguishable  by  their  language 
and  countenance,  it  is  possible  that  impressment 
on  board  of  neutral  vessels  there,  may  not  be  lia- 
ble to  the  mistakes  and  abuses  ot  which  we  com- 
plain, and  even  that  it  might  be  a  mutual  conve- 
nience.   Such  a  custom,  Uien,  would  not  be  ex- 


traordinary.   But  were  those  nations  related,  as 
are  America  and  England  ;  and  if  the  practice 
must,  from  necessity,  be  attended  with  incessant 
abuse,  it  never  could  exist.    If  our  opponentS| 
then,  had  proved,  and  not  merely  asserted,  such 
a  custom,  as  between  us  and  England,  our  coun- 
try would  have  formed  an  exception.    It  is  not 
applicable  to  our  condition;  it  is  unequal,  not 
reciprocal,  and  attended  with  incessant  abuse.  As 
applied  to*  us,  then,  the  general  usage,  if  there 
were  one,  ought  to  be  removed  by  treaty,  so  as 
to  suit  the  mutual  convenience  of  both  parties; 
an  object  which  this  countrv  has  ever  been  anx- 
ious to  effect,  but  which  has  been  studiously 
avoided  bf  our  enemy.    If,  however,  our  oppo« 
neots  still  insist  that  it  is  a  right,  under  the  law 
of  nations,  and  must,  notwithstanding  the  argu* 
ment  which  I  have  advanced,  be  considered  as 
applicable  to  us,  we  may  meet  usage  with  usage; 
or  rather  doubtful  uncertain  usaffe,  and  opposed 
to  reason,  by  that  which  is  undoubted,  and  found- 
ed in  the  very  essence  of  civil  society.    If  to  im- 
press in  neutral  vessels  is  a  usage  of  England  and 
the  rest  of  Europe,  how  much  more  so  is  it  to 
afford  protection  to  the  subjects  against  foreign 
violence.    This  is  the  usage  which  is  certain  and 
universal — not  confined  to  any  particular  nation 
— not  originating  in  accidental  circumstances- 
all  States,  the  most  weak  and  contemptible,  claim 
it;  and  it  is  so  mixed  into  the  very  essence  of 
society,  that  it  cannot  be  relinquished  without 
certain  destrtiction.  On  this  custom,  which  com- 
bines both  right  and  duty,  we  may  oppose  any 
pretext  or  claim  of  our  enemy. 

But,  say  some  of  our  opponents,  we  are  willing 
to  defend  native-born  American  seamen,  but  not 
the  naturalized.  I  know  not  how  those  who 
Slake  this  distinction  can  answer  a  simple  ques- 
tion, founded  on  fact.  American  seamen— -yes, 
sixteen  hundred,  at  least,  native-born  American 
seamen,  by  the  acknowledgment  of  the  British 
Government,  are  impressed  and  held  in  bondage. 
If,  then,  you  are  willing  to  defend  such,  why  not 
support  the  war  now  carried  on  solely  for  the  de- 
fence of  these  unfortunate  citizens  ?  What  avail 
is  the  declaration,  that  you  are  willing  to  defend 
them,  when  you  will  not  move  a  finger  in  their 
cause  ?  But  the  distinction  between  native  and 
naturalized  is  without  truth  or  reason.  It  con- 
stitutes no  part  of  the  controversy  between  the 
two  couiitries.  We  contended  for  the  defence 
of  American  seamen  generally ;  the  enemy  has 
not  distinguished  between  tbe  one  or  the  other 
class.  He  insists  on  continuing  a  custom  which 
makes  both  equally  liable  to  his  oppression.  We 
will  not,  we  cannot,  hear  of  a  distinction,  until 
some,  security  is  afforded  against  the  abuse  of 
which  we  complain.  Until  then,  I  can  consider 
it  only  as  an  equivocation,  which  acknowledges 
the  duty  of  the  Uovernment  to  protect,  but  evades 
the  discharge  of  it.  We  are  told  that  our  sea- 
men ask  no  protection,  and  that  it  is  strange  that 
those  who  are  most  remote  and  least  interested 
should  discover  the  greatest  anxiety  for  them.  As 
to  the  first  part  of  this  argument,  I  deny  its  truth. 
The  sailors  have  claimed  our  protection.    They 
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imve  importQDed  and  inyoked  their  eoantrjr  for 
it.   We  have  bad  their  application  for  protection 
laid  before  this  Hoase  in  the  form  of  a  docament. 
it  forms  a  large  Folume.    Considering  the  cold 
indifference  with  which  we  have  heard  their 
prayer,  I  wonder  that  they  hare  not,  long  since, 
'oeased  to  consider  ns  as  their  guardians.  Bat  we 
who  stand  forth  to  discharge  this  sacred  dnty, 
are  charged  with   being  back-woodsmen,  men 
who  never  saw  a  ship  until  convened  here  in  our 
legislative  capacity.    Admit  the  fact,  and  what 
then  ?    Such  generous  sympathy  for  those  who 
stand  connected  with  us  only  by  the  ties  of  citi- 
zenship, does  honor  to  our  countrjr.    I  hope  it  is 
not  strange.    It  is  usual.    Our  history  abounds 
With  many  instances  of  this  sympathy  of  the 
whole,  with  any  part.  When  it  ceases  to  be  nat- 
ural, we  will  cease  to  be  one  nation.    It  consti- 
tutes our  real  union — the  rest  is  form.   The  won- 
der is,  in  fact,  on  the  other  side.   Since  it  cannot 
be  denied,  that  American  citizens  are  held  in  for- 
eign bonda£[e,  how  strange  that  those  who  boast 
of  being  neighbors  and  relations,  should  be  dead 
to  all  sympathy,  or  should  not  nave  the  manly 
spirit  to  make  a  generous  effort  for  their  relief! 
There  was  a  time  when  our  opponents,  to  their 
honor,  were  not  so  cold  on  this  subject.   The  ven- 
erable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  ano- 
ther gentleman,  high  in  the  ranks  of  his  party, 
formerly  felt  and  spoke  as  we  now  do  on  it— 
like  Americans.  How  unhappy  the  change !  how 
unaccountable !    Unless,  indeed,  by  the  poison- 
ous effects  of  the  spirit  of  systematic  opposition  ; 
a  spirit  which,  I  lately  observed  on  anotner  occa- 
sion, clings  more  strongly  to  the  cause  of  a  party, 
than  that  of  the  country. 

But  great  frauds^  say  our  opponents,  are  com- 
mitted in  the  certificates  of  protection.  I  will 
not  spend  much  time  on  this  frivolous  argument. 
What  right  has  England  to  complain  of  the 
frauds,  if  they  really  do  exist?  Whether  they 
do  or  not,  I  do  not  think  worth  the  inquiry.  The 
ttgument,  taken  at  the  best,  can  have  no  weight, 
except  with  those  who  think  that  the  freelx>m 
citizens  of  this  country,  under  our  flag,  are  to  be 
protected,  like  a  slave,  by  a  pass  in  his  pocket. 
To  give  weight  to  it,  we  must  forget  our  rights 
and  duties  as  an  Independent  nation.  The  framers 
of  the  law,  under  which  the  protections  are  taken 
out,  did  not  intend  that  they  should  protect  while 
ttaviffating  the  ocean.  The  object  was  to  iden- 
tify the  seamen  as  Americans. in  the  ports  of  for- 
eign countries;  and  this  construction  has  been 
given  to  it  by  our  Government  in  its  negotiation 
with  the  British.  In  this  view,  the  law  is  not 
unworthy  of  the  wisdom  and  independence  of 
our  country ;  but  I  can  scarcely  conceive  a  great- 
er national  degradation  than  the  policy  of  afford- 
ing protection  to  our  seamen  on  the  high  seas 
and  under  our  flag,  by  a  pass. 

On  the  subject  of  impressment  one  argument 
only  remains  to  be  replied  to.  The  practice  of 
taking  seamen  in  our  vessels  is  necessary,  say  our 
opponents,  to  the  existence  of  England.  I  would 
be  happy  to  know  the  reason  why  it  is  necessary. 
We  have  pledged  ourselves  by  a  law,  which  we 


offer  to  make  the  basis  of  a  treaty,  not  to  employ 
a  single  British  sailor.    The  provisions  of  the 
bill  are  ample ;  and  we  are  willing  to  give  her 
every  reasonable  security  on  this  point.    Wlieii 
the  assertion  is  then  made,  in  the  nee  of  this  law 
and  disposition  to  exclude  her  seamen,  that  the 
practice  of  impressing  on  board  of  our  Teaaeb  is 
necessary  to  her  existence,  it  must  be  meant,  if 
anything  is,  in  relation  to  American  sailors.    If 
so,  before  we  surrender  our  rights  and  duty  to  the 
disposition  of  a  foreign  Power,  I  think  it  would 
be  prudent  to  establish  two  points  connected  with 
this  subject.    In  the  first  place,  it  ou^ht  to  be 
clearly  proved  to  be  necessary  to  the  existence  d 
Sogland.    I,  for  one,  will  not  agree  to  yield  our 
independence  on  mere   assertion,  however  re- 
spectable the  authority  may  be  by  whieh  it  is 
made.    In  the  next  place,  it  ought  to  be  proved 
to  be  our  duty  to  suomit.    The  sense  ^i  moral 
obligation  is  peculiarly  strong  in  the  bosoms  ai 
the  American  people.    However  ereat  the  sacri- 
fice, if  our  opponents  can  estaUish  it  to  be  their 
dtttv,  I  dare  pledge  myself  they  will  make  it. 
Till  both  are  satimetorilv  proved,  it  would  be 
highly  unreasonable  for  tnem  to  demand  of  this 
country  an  acquiescence  in  a  practice  so  ruinous. 
Our  existence  is  at  stake  no  less  than  hers;  or, 
rather,  the  daneer  to  her  is  imaginary,  to  us,  real 
and  certain.    An  undeviating  attachment  to  its 
duty  is  the  blood  and  life  of  a  free  State.    Ha- 
bitual departure  from  it  must,  sooner  or  later,  be 
&ul.    It  infuses  a  poison  into  the  system  which 
will  corrupt  and  destroy.    Take  tlus  very  case. 
It  is  our  duty,  most  saeredl^r  our  duty,  to  protect 
the  life  and  liberty  of  our  citizens  against  foreign 
oppression.    Instead  of  doinr  our  duty,  we  have, 
for  many  years,  quietly  beheld  them  forced  into 
a  hateful  foreign  service.    What  has  been  the 
reason  of  this  conduct  of  ours  ?    The  want  of 
power  ?    No ;  a  vigorous  and  decisive  effort  in 
the  very  first  instanccL  before  the  enemy  had 
learned  to  be  arrogant  by  our  submission,  would 
have  strangled  it  in  its  birth.    We  yidded  be- 
cause we  wished  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  peace, 
its  ease,  its  comforts,  above  all,  its  means  of  mA- 
kiag  money.   The  practical  language  of  the  GKvr- 
ernment  to  the  people  was,  it  is  better  to  be  rich 
than  to  be  virtuous.    Can  we,  then,  wonder  at 
the  alarming  growth  of  avarice?    It  is  to  be 
traced  back  to  the  original  sin  of  our  Govern- 
ment.    The  first  American  citisen  impressed, 
and  not  immediately  liberated,  was  good  caase, 
in,  my  opinion,  imperious  cause  of  war.    No  cal- 
culation of  ^n  should  have  prevented  it    To 
do  our  duty  is  more  important  than  to  be  rich. 

Before  I  take  my  leave  of  this  subject,  I  will 
present  to  the  Committee  what  I  consider  as  a 
confesnon  of  the  justice  of  our  caase,  and  the 
correctness  of  our  policy.  I  allude  to  the  habit- 
ual and  obvious  misstatement  which  our  oppo- 
nents make  on  this  subject.  They  say  that  we 
continue  the  war  to  compel  Cheat  Britain  to  re- 
nounce the  right  of  impressing  her  own  sobjeetk 
The^  must  know  that  this  is  not  the  fiiet,  aad 
that  it  is  calculated  to  mislead  the  opinion  of  ^ 
people.    Why  not  state  it  as  it  really  is  1    Why 
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not  sajr,  what  they  know  to  be  true,  that  the  war 
is  cootinued  to  protect  from  iiDjpressmeDt  Ameri- 
ean  sailors'?  Is  it  not  a  fear  of  the  public  seuti- 
ment  ?  Is  it  not  a  strong  acknowledgment  that 
the  principle  we  contendTor,  if  understood,  would 
meet  with  kind  and  congenial  feelings  in  the  bo- 
som of  the  American  people  ?  When  the  head  is 
right,  there  is,  among  a  free  people,  but  little 
danger  of  the  heart.  When  they  are  agreed  in 
facts  and  inferences,  they  will  never  disagree  in 
sentiment. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  next  cause 
of  the  war,  the  injuries  done  by  Great  Britain  to 
our  commerce.    It  is  not  my  intention  to  speak 
of  them  in  the  detail,  or  to  consider  them  as  par- 
ticular acts  injurious  to  our  trading  interest. 
This  yiew  has  been  often  presented,  and  is  well 
understood.    I  propose  to  ascend  to  their  origin, 
and  to  point  out  the  spirit -and   principles  of 
the  Government  from  which  they  hare  flown. 
This  view  has  not  yet  been  taken,  though  it  is  of 
the  most  interesting  nature.    The  detail  of  Brit- 
ish injastice  may  rouse  our  indignation,  but  it  is 
only  by  reflecting  on  the  principles  and  character 
of  her  Government  that  we  can  justly  appreci- 
ate the  extent  of  our  danger^  and  the  measures 
best  ealcalated  to  counteract  it.    Even  the  repeal 
of  her  Orders  in  Council,  and  the  consequent 
suspension  of  commercial  injuries,  do  not  strip 
thb  yiew  of  the  subject  of  any  of  its  iolerest. 
For  it  ought  ever  to  be  remembered  that  the  or- 
ders rescinding  the  celebrated  orders*  of  1807  and 
1809,  expressly  retain  their  principle.  They,  then, 
only  slumber ;  and,  as  sure  as  we  exist,  her  tem- 
per and  policy  will  rouse  them  into  action  on  the 
first  suitable  occasion,  unless  prevented  by  the 
firm  and  spirited  conduct  of  this  and  other  na- 
tions interested  in  a  free  trade.    The  commercial 
policy  of  Great  Britain,  which  has  vexed  and  an- 
nihilated the  commerce  of  every  other  nation,  be- 
Sn  distinctly  to  develop  itself  in  the  year  1756, 
»m  which  time  to  the  present,  I  assert,  without 
the  fear  of  contradiction,  she  has  habitually  strug- 

eed  to  enlarge  what  she  terms  her  maritime  and 
lligerent  rights  on  the  ocean,  at  the  expense  of 
neatraU.  The  assertion  is  predicated  on  histori- 
cal facts^  which  the  general  information  of  most 
of  the  members  of  this  Committee  will  enable 
them  to  decide  for  themselves.  I  have  neither 
the  inelination  nor  the  time  to  recite  and  exam- 
ine the  whole  series  in  connexion.  I  will  con- 
tent myself  with  taking  a  brief  notice  of  some 
of  the  most  leading  and  characteristic  facts.  At 
their  head,  in  point  of  time,  is  the  order  which 
takes  its  name  from  the  year  already  mentioned, 
and  which  distinctly  marks  the  commencement 
of  this  policy.  The  character  of  this  celebrated 
role  or  order  is  sp  well  known  as  to  need  no  com- 
ment. In  the  war  of  our  Revolution  she  still 
farther  enlarged  her  maritime  and  beliifferent 
pK^icy,  particularly  in  the  shape  of  blockades, 
since  so  enormously  extended.  This,  and  other 
encroachments  at  that  time,  produced  that  asso- 
ciation of  nations  called  the  Armed  Neutrality. 
The  object  of  it  was  to  check  farther  encroach- 
ments, and  to  remedy  those  that  already  existed. 


It  was  acceded  to  b)r  almost  every  nation  in  Eu- 
rope.   On  the  breaking  out  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution, she,  in  pursuit  of  the  same  policy,  made 
farther  encroacn meats.    One  of  the  most  consid- 
erable, and  which  was  severely  felt  by  this  coun- 
try, was  an  enlargement  of  articles  contraband  of 
war,  so  as  to  extend  them  to  the  numerous  and 
important  articles  of  breadstufis.   This  was  during 
Washington's  Administration,  and  was  the  prin- 
cipal one  of  that  period  of  our  history.    Prepa- 
rations were  then  made  to  appeal  to  arms  for  the 
redress  of  so  serious  an  injury,  but  was  prevented 
by  England's  agreeing  to  make  compensation  for 
the  injuries  which  we  had  sustained.    With  such 
spirit  did  our  Government  then  act,  although  the 
injury  then  sustained  dwindles  into  nothing  com- 
pared to  the  present ;  and  with  so  little  accuracy 
has  a  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Grobven- 
ob)  spoken,  who  not  only  magnined  the  aggres- 
sions of  that  period  over  the  present,  but  stated 
that  Washington  was  unwilling  to  resort  to  arms 
for  redress.    In  the  present  war  with  France,  her 
maritime  and  commercial  policy  has  hastened  to 
its  perfection.    In  the  year  1805  it  assumed  an 
aspect  most  threatening  to  our  commerce.    It  fell 
on  our  carrying  trade,  at  that  time  in  a  most 
flourishing  condition.    Let  it  be  remarked-^et 
it  be  laid  up  in  our  memory—that  the  old  rule  of 
'56,  the  parent  of  all  these  aggressions,  was,  after 
many  years,  revived,  and  made  the  apology  for 
our  wrongs.    Just  so  may  we  expect  the  revoked 
orders  to  revive.    Blockades  and  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil followed  the  destruction  of  our  carrying  trade. 
They  are  too  recent,  and  too  severely  felt,  to  nee4 
a  particular  recital.    Nej^otlation  was  tried — ne- 
gotiation failed ;  and  the  injuries  continuing,  have 
ended  in  the  present  relation  between  the  two 
countries. 

The  English  maritime  and  belligerent  policy 
is  not  only  such  as  I  have  proved  it  to  be,  but  it 
is  a  policy  peculiar  to  her,  and  is  in  opposition  to 
the  interest  of  the  rest  of  the  world,  it  is  the  in- 
terest and  wish  of  all  other  civilized  nations  to 
ameliorate,  or,  if  the  expression  is  justifiable,  to 
humanize  the  belligerent  rights  on  the  ocean. 
England  stands  alone.  To  establish  this  position 
it  would  be  necessary  to  consider  a  little  more  in 
detail  the  series  of  facts  to  which  I  have  already 
alluded;  but,  as  I  am  fearful  of  being  tediou8|I 
must  check  my  inclination  and  confine  myself  to 
a  few  observations  only.  A  signal  proof  of  the 
peculiar  policy  of  England  may  be  found  in  the 
history  of  the  armed  neutrality,  which  had  for  its 
object,  as  already  observed,  the  restriction  of  some 
of  those  pretended  belligerent  rights.  Russia, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  Portugal,  Spain,  and  even 
France,  though  then  a  belligerent  Power,  acceded 
to  it.  It  may  however  be  said,'that  France,  too, 
has  often  committed  injuries  on  neutral  trade. 
The  fact  is  admitted.  But  without  wishing  to 
apologize  for  her,  I  conceive  there  has  been  a 
marked  distinction  (arising  out  of  her  situation) 
between  her  conduct  and  England.  The  latter 
has  steadily  pursued  a  policjr  nostile  to  neutral 
commerce  on  established  principles ;  the  former 
has  been  irregular  in  her  hostilities,  indicating 
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more  of  passion  than  system.  Besides,  she  has 
always  expressed  a  regret  for  her  injuries ;  and 
represented  them,  however  unjustifiable,  as  in- 
tended to  counteract  those  of  England. 

It  remains  now  to  prove  what  is  the  tendency 
of  the  British  maritime  and  commercial  policy ; 
and  where,  if  not  counteracted,  it  will  consummate 
itself.  Reason  and  the  |;eneral  convenience  of 
nations  have  for  centuries  established  certain 
usages,  by  which  belligerent  Powers  are  in  many 
instances  restrained  from  doing  all  the  injury  in 
their  power  to  each  other  from  a  regard  to  the 
interest  of  others.  These  usages  constitute  the 
rights  of  neutrals,  which  are  for  the  most  part 
well  defined  by  the  many  writers  on  the  laws  of 
nations.  Under  the  cover  of  what  she  calls  her 
belligerent  and  maritime  rights,  the  object  and 
tendency  of  the  British  policy  is  to  throw  all  those 
restraints  on  the  ocean.  It  is  in  fact  to  undo  all 
that  has  been  gained  to  civilization  on  that  ele- 
ment, and  to  return  to  the  lawless  state  of  barba- 
rous ages.  It  is  the  interest  of  every  other  Power 
to  restrain  her  within  the  limits  of  the  ancient 
barriers ;  for  if  they  are  once  transcended,  there 
are  no  limits  but  what  her  power  or  interest  may 
dictate.  Neutral  commerce,  as  such,  will  be  an- 
nihilated. She  will  judge  according  to  her  plea- 
sure what  is  beneficial  to  her  enemy,  and  what 
to  herself.  The  latter  will  be  spared,  the  former 
destroyed.  Nor  will  the  evil  stop  here.  The 
waves  of  power  are  incessantly  washing  away 
the  mounds  that  restrain  them.  The  transition 
is  easy  from  this  boundless  extension  of  her  bel- 
ligerent policy,  to  a  system  of  universal  monopoly, 
in  peace  as  well  as  war ;  a  system  which  considers 
the  ocean  as  her  peculiar  domain.  I  omitted,  in 
its  proper  place,  an  argument  which  strongly 
illustrates  this  part  of  the  subject ;  I  allude  to  the 
great  changes  made  in  the  British  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty. Formerly  it  held  jurisdiction,  like  all 
similar  tribunals  in  other  countries,  under  the 
laws  of  nations  only.  It  was  the  creature  of 
those  laws,  and  intended  only  to  carry  their  rules 
into  execution.  They  were,  of  course,  not  under 
the  municipal  laws  of  the  country  where  they 
happened  to  be  located,  as  far  as  it  regarded  the 
rules  of  their  decision.  Thus  constituted,  they 
were  one  of  the  principal  ornaments  of  the  civili- 
zation of  modern  times.  The  whole  of  this  is 
now  reversed.  The  Courts  of  Admiralty  receive 
laws  as  reffularly  from  the  British  Government, 
as  those  of  Westminster.  The  only  difference  is. 
that  the  statutes  of  Parliament  form  the  rules  of 
decision  to  the  one,  and  the  Orders  in  Council  to 
the  other.  It  is  thus  that  England  legislates  for 
the  ocean,  and  consequently  for  the  world,  on 
that  great  highway — and  has  her  proper  tribunal, 
with  commensBiate  jurisdiction,  to  carry  into 
effect  her  laws.  But  why  should  I  consume  time 
to  prove  her  maritime  policy  ?  Who  is  there  so 
stupid  as  not  to  see  and  feel  lU  effect  1  You  can- 
not look  towards  her  shores  and  not  behold  it. 
You  may  see  it  in  her  Parliament,  her  prints,  her 
theatres,  and  in  her  very  songs.  It  is  scarcely 
disffuised.  It  is  her  pride  and  boast.  The  nature 
of  her  policy  is  then  manifest  and  admitted ;  but 


it  will  be  asked  how  can  yoa  coanteraot  it  ?  I 
answer,  by  the  measures  now  pursued ;  by  force, 
by  war :  not  by  remonstrance,  not  by  negotiation ; 
and  still  less  by  leaving  it  to  itself.  Tlie  nature 
of  its  growth  indicates  its  remedy.  It  originated 
in  power,  has  grown  just  in  proportion  as  op- 
posing power  has  been  removed,  and  can  only  be 
restrained  by  power.  Nations  are  for  the  most 
part  not  restrained  by  moral  principles,  bat  by 
fear.  It  is  an  old  maxim,  that  they  have  heads 
but  not  hearts.  They  see  their  own  interest,  bat 
do  not  sympathize  for  the  wroogs  of  others.  Sach 
is  the  fact  in  relation  to  England.  When  neacrais 
are  numerous  and  powerful,  their  rights  are  in 
some  degree  respected ;  when  few  and  inconsid- 
erable, despised.  This  last  has  been  the  unfor- 
tunate state  of  the  world  for  the  last  twenty 
years.  That  counteracting  influence,  that  repaf- 
sive  power  by  which  she  was  bound  to  her  proper 
orb,  has  been  almost  wholly  removed.  This 
country  alone  was  left  to  support  the  rights  which 
belong  to  neutrals.  Perilous  was  the  condition, 
and  arduous  the  task.  We  were  not  intimidated* 
We  stood  opposed  to  her  usurpation ;  and  by  one 
spirit  and  efforts  have  done  all  in  our  power  to 
save  the  last  vestiges  of  neutral  rijg;hts.  Yes ;  our 
embargoes,  non-intercoarse,  non-importation,  and 
finally  war,  were  ail  manly  exertions  to  preserve 
the  rights  of  this  and  all  other  nations  from  the 
deadly  grasp  of  the  British  maritime  policy. 

But,  say  our  opponents,  these  efforts  are  lost— 
and  our  condition  hopeless.  If  so,  it  only  re- 
mains for  us  to  assume  the  habit  of  our  condition. 
We  must  submit — humbly  submit— crave  pardon, 
and  hug  our  chains.  It  is  not  wise  to  provoke 
where  we  cannot  resist.  But  let  us  be  well  as* 
sured  of  the  hopeless  nature  of  our  condition  be- 
fore we  sink  into  submission.  On  what  do  our 
opponents  rest  this  despondent  and  slavish  belief? 
On  the  lecent  events  in  Europe  1  I  admit  they 
are  grea( ;  and  well  calculated  to  impose  on  the 
imagination.  Our  enemy  never  presented  a  more 
Imposing  exterior.  His  fortune  is  at  the  floods 
But  I  am  admonished,  by  universal  experience^ 
that  such  prosperitv  is  the  most  fickle  of  honuLn 
condition.  From  the  flood  the  tide  dates  its  ebb; 
from  the  meridian  the  sun  commences  his  decline. 
There  is  more  of  sound  philosophy  than  fiction 
in  the  fickleness  which  poets  attribute  to  fortune. 
Prosperity  has  its  weakness ;  adversity  its  strength. 
In  many  respects  our  enemy  has  lost  by  those 
very  changes  which  seem  to  be  so  much  in  his 
favor.  He  can  now  no  more  claim  to  be  strog- 
fflinff  for  existence  ;  no  more  to  be  fighting  the 
battles  of  the  world,  and  in  defence  oT  the  Tiber- 
ties  of  inankind.  The  magic  cry  of  French  in- 
fluence is  lost.  Hence  were  drawn  those  motives 
which  stimulated  her  efforts  almast  to  a  morbid 
action;  which  united  the  Continent  to  her  canse. 
and  in  some  degree  damped  the  ardor  of  her  rival 
in  power.  In  this  very  Hall  we  are  not  strangers 
to  their  magic  influence.  Here,  even  here^  the 
cry  of  French  influence,  that  baseless fi ciion,  that 

fhantom  of  faction,  now  banished,  often  resounded, 
rejoice  that  the  spell  is  broken  by  which  it  was 
attempted  to  bind  the  generous  spirit  of  this 
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coQDtry.  The  mioority  can  no  loofer  act  under 
cover;  but  will  be  obliged  to  defend  their  oppo- 
sition on  its  intrinsic  merit. 

It  is  not  in  this  respect  only,  that  our  enemy 
has  lost  by  the  late  events.  The  tremendous  and 
exhausting  conflicts  of  this  and  the  preceding 
campaign,  seem  at  last  to  dispose  the  Continen- 
tal Powers  to  peace.  If  they  have  a  just  concep- 
tion of  their  true  interest,  and  are  not  prevented 
by  British  gold  and  intrigue,  a  Continental  peace 
will  ensue.  There  certainly  is  much  alarm  in 
England  on  the  probability  of  such  an  event. 
Should  it  fortunately  be  the  case — should  the  al- 
lies prove  content  with  their  fortune,  and  France 
submit  to  her  present  limits,  all  Europe  most 
speedily  combine  against  the  British  maritime 
policy.  The  great  Power  on  land  being  crushed, 
to  use  the  language  of  our  opponents^  but  more 
properly  bein^  forced  within  proper  limits,  the 
great  monopolist  on  the  ocean  will,  I  trust,  be  the 
next  object  of  fear  and  resistance.  The  principle 
of  the  armed  neutrality  is  not  and  cannot  be  for- 
gotten. It  exists  essentially  in  the  policy  of  mod- 
ern Europe.  Ever  since  the  discovery  of  the  pas- 
sage round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  of  this 
eontinent  on  which  we  have  the  proud  pre-emi- 
nence of  being  the  first  mat  civilized  Power,  a 
great  change  has  gradually  been  working  in  Eu- 
rope. For  two  centuries  the  character  of  that 
part  of  the  world  has  been  eminently  trading  and 
commercial.  The  habits  of  every  part  is  formed 
on  that  state  of  things.  There  lives  scarcely  a 
human  being,  from  the  ice  and  snows  of  Siberia 
to  the  sunny  plains  of  Italv,  who  has  not  some 
habit,  the  gratification  of  which  depends  on  com- 
merce. Hence  it  has  become  an  obiect  of  pri- 
mary  policy.  All  of  the  wars  in  Europe,  for 
many  years,  have,  with  few  exceptions,  been 
more  or  less  connected  with  it.  The  policy  of 
erery  Court  has  been  to  obtain  commercial  sup- 
plies on  the  best  terms,  and  as  much  as  possible 
throoeh  the  agency  of  their  own  subiects.  With 
such  habits  and  policy,  it  is  impossible  that  they 
can  behold  with  indifference  the  monopoly  of 
Great  Britain.  They  will  not  quietly  suffer  the 
cominon  highway  of  nations,  intended  by  a  kind 
Providence  for  the  common  intercourse  and  bene- 
fit of  all,  to  be  converted  into  a  domain  of  her 
Crown.  No ;  the  ocean  caonot  become  property. 
Like  light  and  air,  it  is  insusceptible  of  the  idea 
of  property :  Heaven  has  given  it  to  man  in  such 
abundance  and  perfection,  that  no  art  or  indus- 
try of  his  is  needed  to  increase  its  quantity  or  im- 
proTe  its  quality.  All  Empires  attempted  to  be 
raised  on  it  must  partake  of  the  fickleness  of  its 
waves.  A  policy  so  injurious  to  the  common  in- 
terest of  mankind,  must  sooner  or  later  unite  the 
world  against  her.  For  many  years,  her  encroach- 
ments, under  the  dread  of  France,  have  advanced 
without  exciting  much  jealousy.  The  attention 
of  ail  the  nations  of  Europe  was  exclusively  di- 
rected to  the  maintenance  of  their  existence, 
menaced  by  the  power  of  France.  To  preserve 
life  is  more  important  than  to  acquire  comfort;  so, 
to  resist  that  Power  was  more  imperious  than  to 
oppose  England.    Liberated  now  from  fear,  they 


will  soon  have  leisure  to  attend  to  their  interest. 
The  difierence  between  our  policy  and  that  of 
other  nations  in  this  respect,  is  only  in  appear- 
ance, and  not  reality.  Each  acted  in  a  manner 
suitable  to  the  circumstances  under  which  it  found 
itself.  Attachment  to  France,^  as  proclaimed  by 
British  partisans,  formed  no  part  of  our  policy* 
We  were  safe  from  the  danger  with  which  her 
power  menaced  other  nations.  A  broad  ocean 
was  our  immediate  security.  We  resisted  that 
Power  which  then  and  now  presses  on  us,  and 
which  will  soon  cause  itself  to  be  felt  and  resisted 
by  all.  Should  the  course  of  events  be  such  as  I 
have  described,  then  will  the  wisdom  and  spirit 
of  our  country  be  universally  applauded.  Our 
situation  was  trying  and  responsihle.  We  alone 
had  to  sustain  all  the  rights  and  duties  attached 
to  the  neutral  character.  We  were  not  intimi- 
dated by  its  difficulties.  We  dared,  single-handed 
as  we  were,  to  make  a  stand  against  the  favorite 
and  obstinate  policy  of  our  enemy.  The  present 
and  temporary  interest  of  commerce  was  nobly 
surrendered  for  its  permanent  advantages.  The 
example  can  scarely  fail  to  produce  its  efiect ; 
but  if  unfortunately  we  should  be  left  alone  to 
maintain  the  contest;  and  if^  in  consequence, 
which  may  God  forbid,  necessity  should  compel 
us  to  yield  for  the  present,  yet  our  generous  efforts 
will  not  be  in  vain.  A  mode  of  thinking  and  a 
tone  of  sentiment  are  excited,  that  must  stimulate 
to  future  and  more  successful  struggles.  What 
we  cannot  effect  with  eight  mi  Uions  of  people 
will  be  done  with  twenty.  The  great  cause  will 
not  be  yielded :  No ;  never  I  never !  We  cannot 
renounce  our  right  to  the  ocean  which  Providence 
has  spread  before  our  doors ;  nor  will  we  ever 
hold  that  which  is  the  immediate  gift  of  Heaven 
under  the  license  of  any  nation.  We  have  al- 
ready had  success  worthy  of  our  cause.  The 
future  is  audibly  pronounced  by  the  splendid  vic- 
tories over  the  Guerriere,  Java,  and  Macedonian. 
We,  and  all  nations,  are  in  them  taught  a  lesson 
never  to  be  forgot.  Opinion  is  power.  The 
charm  of  British  naval  invincibility  is  broken. 

In  this,  the  only  just  view  of  our  contest,  how 
pitiful  appear  the  objections  of  our  opponents! 
Some  pecuniary  difficulties  in  Massachusetts  and 
in  other  places.  And  most  we  for  them  renounce 
our  lasting  prosperity  and  greatness  ?  Have  we 
no  fortitude :  no  self-command  ?  Must  we,  like 
children,  yield  to  the  impulse  of  present  pleasure, 
however  fatal  ?  If  the  maritime  parts  of  Massa- 
chusetts suffer,  let  them  remember  that  if  the  war 
should  be  successful,  if  our  future  commerce  and 
navigation  should  be  secure,  they  will  partake 
mofit  largely  in  the  advantages,  common  and 
great  indeed  to  all,  but  peculiarly  so  to  them. 

Suppose  that  our  opponents,  who  object  to 
everything,  had  been  at  the  helm  of  Grovernment ; 
and  that  an  opposite  line  of  policy  had  been  pur- 
sued. No  embargoes,  no  non-intercourses,  no 
non-importations,  no  war.  and,  in  fact,  no  resist- 
ance to  the  injuries  and  aggressions  of  Great 
Britain.  Who  can  be  ignorant  of  what  would 
have  been  the  consequence?  They  would  have 
multiplied  in  number  and  degree  till  our  com- 
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meree  would  be  annihilated.  Unresisted,  they 
would  constitute  future  principles,  and  our  ac- 
quiescence be  construed  into  an  acknowledgment 
of  their  truth.  Then  would  we  hare  felt  what 
the  experience  of  all  ages  has  taught ;  that  it  is 
more  easy  to  maintain  than  tp  wrest  back  usurped 
rights — wrongs  submitted  to,  produce  contrary 
effects  in  the  oppressor  and  oppressed.  Oppres- 
sion strengthens  and  prepares  lor  new  oppression. 
The  first  wrong,  by  the  uniFersai  law  of  our  na- 
ture, is  most  easily  resisted.  It  excites  the  great- 
est degree  of  union  and  indignation.  Let  that 
be  submitted  to ;  let  the  consequent  debasement 
and  loss  of  national  honor  be  felt,  and  nothing 
but  the  grinding  hand  of  oppression  can  force  to 
resistance.  I  know  not  which  to  pronounce  most 
guilty  ;  the  nation  that  inflicts  the  wrong,  or  that 
whicn  quietly  submits  to  it.  In  other  respects 
the  difference  is  marked.  The  former  may  be 
hated,  but  is  respected,  at  least  feared ;  while  the 
latter  is  below  pity,  and  any  other  feeling  of  the 
human  heart,  but  sovereign  contempt.  In  sub- 
mission then  there  is  no  remedy ;  our  honor  lost ; 
our  commerce  under  the  control  of  our  oppressor. 
What  next  ?  The  hopes  and  fears  (those  univer- 
aal  instruments  of  GoTernment)  of  the  whole 
mercantile  parts  of  this  country,  and  all  connected 
interests,  would  be  turned  towards  Qreat  Britain ; 
for  the  power  of  legislation  over  our  commerce 
would  be  Tirtually  transferred  from  the  Ameri- 
can CoQgress  to  the  King  in  Council.  Need  I 
trace  the  consequence  ?  The  beams  of  mid -day 
sun  are  scarcely  more  clear.  The  very  contempt 
which  such  baseness  would  excite,  justly  excite, 
in  our  enemy,  would  insure  our  slavery.  It  is 
impossible  to  allow  any  right,  much  less  inde- 

gmdence,  to  that  which  creeps  and  licks  the  dust, 
uch  is  the  condition  of  our  nature.  We  must 
have  the  spirit  to  resist  wrongs  or  be  slaves.  Such 
were  the  altematiTes  presented  to  our  country; 
and  such  would  have  been  the  result  of  the  opposite 
policy,  now  recommended  and  applauded  by  our 
opponents.  I  have  now  delivered  all  that  I  in- 
tended on  this  most  interesting  view  of  our  case. 
It  has  an  elevation  and  clearness  which  render  it 
attractive  to  my  mind.  I  love  to  dwcdi  on  it,  be- 
cause it  imparts  a  steady  and  clear  conviction  of 
the  wisdom  and  necessity  of  that  course  of  mea- 
sures, to  the  adoption  of  which  it  is  my^  pride  to 
have  in  part  contributed.  I  feel  how  httle  inter- 
esting all  of  the  common  topics  of  opposition  are, 
after  the  view  already  taken.  The  descent  gives 
a  shock,  which  I  know  the  Committee  will  partake 
with  him  who  is  addressing  them.  If,  however, 
they  will  continue  their  attention,  1  will  offer  a 
few  observations  on  a  subject  which  has  made  a 
principal  figure  in  the  speeches  of  our  opponents. 
I  allude  to  the  character  which  thev  give  to  this 
war ;  that  it  is  offensive  and  not  delensive.  On 
this  point,  I  spoke  fully  when  the  Army  bill  was 
under  consideration.  What  was  then  said  has 
been  introduced  and  objected  to  on  this  occasion.  I 
then  stated,  the  difference  between  an  offensive  and 
defensive  war  consisted  in  the  motive  and  cause. 
If,  for  instance,  a  war  is  forced  on  the  nation  wag- 
ing it  by  the  oppression  of  that  against  which  it  u 


declared,  it  would  be  defensive,  however  it 
be  carried  on ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  origin- 
ated in  ambition,  or  any  improper  motive,  it  woaLl 
be  offensive.  This  distinction  is  not  supported 
by  Kason,  but  by  the  declamation  of  our  oppo- 
nents. They  have  for  almost  two  years  been  in 
the  habit  or  denouncing  offensive  war.  They 
then  acknowledged  that  such  a  war  is  wicked^  and 
how  can  it  bear  that  character  but  by  its  cause  1 
It  seems,  now,  that  thiey  have  changed  their 
grounds.  We  hear  no  more  of  the  wickedness 
of  offensive  war^  but,  what  is  most  strangle,  all 
their  efforts  are  made  to  prove  that  it  may  be  an 
innocent  and  virtuous  thing.  That  nation,  say 
they,  is  engaged  in  an  offensive  war,  who  first 
assumes  a  warlike  attitude.  However  just,  how- 
ever necessary  the  cause  of  assoming  it,  the  war 
is  still  offensive.  Be  it  so.  I  care  not  for  words. 
My  answer  is  decisive.  If  my  conception  is  just, 
that  an  offensive  war  is  to  be  tested  by  the  cause, 
I  then  pronounce  ours  not  to  be  of  that  character ; 
but,  if  your  definition  is  correct,  then  an  oflfen- 
sive  war  may  be  most  just,  moat  virtaous  and 
necessary,  and  ail  of  your  declamation  against  it 
is  idle  and  unmeaning  rant  I  tender  an  option, 
and  care  not  which  is  taken.  Those  who  dlefend 
a  bad  cause  act  imprudently  in  descending  to 
particulars.  Our  opponents  by  doing  so  in  this 
case  have  furnished  the  best  reply  to  their  own 
arguments. 

On  exjpatriation  and  retaliation,  I  will  say  no- 
thing. The  hour  is  late  and  I  feel  myself  some- 
what exhausted.  I  pass  it  the  more  cheerfully, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  RonaBT- 
sok)  and  my  colleague  have  replied  freely  to  d»e 
objection  on  those  subjects. 

Before  I  proceed  farther,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  restate  the  propositions  with  which  I  com- 
menced, so  that  the  entire  chain  of  the  aigtunent, 
both  that  which  has  already  been  advanced,  and 
what  remains  to  be,  may  be  distinctly  tees,  it 
will  be  remembered,  that  I  reduced  all  the  argu- 
ments and  objections  of  our  opponents  to  the 
gissage  of  this  bill  into  two  general  propoattiona. 
irst,  that  the  loan  cannot  be  had,  or  must  be 
had  at  an  exorbitant  interest ;  and  in  the  next, 
if  it  could  be,  still  it  ought  not  to  be  granted,  be- 
cause the  war  is  unjust  and  inexpedient.  I  abo 
stated  that  the  latter  position  comprehended  the 
assertion  of  the  fincts  of  the  injustice  and  inex- 
pediency of  the  war  $  and  the  assumed  inieienoe 
that  they  would,  if  true,  justify  the  minority  in 
their  opposition  to,  and  rejection  of  the  war.  On 
the  alleged  injustice  and  inexpediency  of  the  war, 
I  have  presented  my  opinion  j  and  trust  I  hare 
satisfied  the  Committee  that  its  justice  is  demon- 
strably clear  and  and  its  expediency  unqaestion- 
able;  or  rather  its  necessity  imperious,  if  the 
preservation  of  the  indpendence  of  the  coontry 
constitutes  political  necessity. 

But  is  it  justifiable  to  withhold  the  loan,  ad- 
mitting the  war  to  bc^  in  the  opinion  of  oor  op- 
ponents, unjust  and  inexpedient?  This  is  the 
question  now  proposed  to  be  discussed.  It  con- 
tains the  practical  consequence  of  all  that  has 
been  said  in  opposition.    Few  propositions  in- 
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voItc  principles  so  deeply  connected  with  the 
lasting  prosperity  of  oor  Repnblican  institations ; 
tnd  in  which,  consequently,  it  is  more  necessary 
to  think  correctly.  Error  here  cannot  be  indiffer- 
ent. A  false  mode  of  thinking  mast  endanger  the 
existence  of  the  Republic.  I  most  then  again 
entreat  the  attentiTc  and  deliberate  audience  of 
the  Committee,  while  I  offer  my  opinion  and  rea- 
sons on  so  interesting  a  subject. 

In  considering  the  question,  how  far  a  war 
tboi^ht  to  be  unjust  or  improper  by  any  portion 
of  the  people,  would  warrant  their  opposition  to 
it,  after  it  is  constitutionally  deckred,  I  will  set 
out  of  it  extreme  or  flagrant  iflistice.    A  war 
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impious  or  sacrilegious  cannot  Or  governed  by 
the  general  rules  which  apply  to  ordinary  cases. 
At  least,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  consider  such 
extreme  cases,  as  none  can  impute  a  character  of 
that  kind  to  the  present. 

I  have  already^  stated  that  the  sum  proposed  to 
be  raised  by  this  bill  is  indispensably  necessary 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  ensuin]|[  year ;  and 
that  if  it  is  withheld,  it  must  communicate  a  fatal 
shock  to  public  credit.  In  that  erent,  not  onlv 
the  invasion  of  Canada  would  be  prerentea, 
which  some  gentlemen  state  to  be  their  object, 
hot  the  whole  operations  of  the  war,  even  that 
which  is  defensive  in  the  strictest  sense,  would 
be  abandoned.  OflScers  and  soldiers  will  no  more 
serve  in  our  carrison  than  Canada  without  pay. 
It  is  idle  to  talk  of  preventing  the  reduction  of 
the  enemy's  provinces  only  by  withholding  the 
loan.  Nor  can  gentlemen  be  serious.  They  have 
opposed  every  attempt  to  raise  supplies  in  what- 
ever shape  it  has  appeared.  They  appear  to  be 
bold  in  lacing  bankruptcy.  But  have  they  re- 
flected on  the  disastrous  effects  of  their  efforts 
should  they  be  successful  ?  The  old  and  recent 
creditors  of  the  Qovemment,  the  Army,  the 
Navy,  which  they  boast  of  cherishing;  in  a  word 
every  individual  would  feel  the  calamitv,  for  pri- 
vate no  less  than  public  credit  woula  partake 
of  the  shock.  I  am  wholly  at  a  loss  to  per- 
ceive on  what  principle  of  expediency,  policy,  or 
morality,  such  conduct  can  be  justified.  Surely 
it  is  not  an  intuitive  proposition,  that,  because  the 
war  is  simply  unjust  and  inexpedient  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  minority,  therefore  they  have  a  right 
to  involve  the  country  In  ruin,  and  place  it  bound 
as  a  suppliant  at  the  feet  of  an  haughty  enemy. 
They  tnen  ought  to  state  some  intelligible  and 
Mitisiactory  principle  on  which  their  conduct  may 
be  justified.  I  have  sought  with  attentioo,  but 
have  not  found  the  semblance  of  such  a  one.  On 
l^e  oontrary,  all  the  analogies  of  private  life,  as 
well  as  reason,  fi^rbid  and  condemn  the  conduct 
of  our  opponents.  Suppose  a  father  do  some  act, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  a  son,  is  not  strictly  just 
ot  proper,  by  which  he  becomes  involved  in  a 
contest  with  a  stranger.  Would  the  son  be  jus- 
tified in  taking  part  against  him?  How  much 
less  then  can  any  party  be  in  opposition  to  their 
country  in  a  war  with  another  nation,  for  it  stands 
in  the  place  of  the  common  parent  of  all,  and  com- 
prehends, to  use  the  language  of  a  member,  (Mr. 
Oaston,)  all  of  the  charities  of  life  ? 


But  what  will  be  thought  of  the  motive  aad 
conduct  of  the  minority,  when  I  state  that  much 
the  greater  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  war,  for 
which  this  bill  is  intended,  in  part,  to  provide, 
has  been  incurred  by  their  votes  as  much  as  by 
that  of  the  majority.    I  hold  in  my  hands  the 
Journal  of  the  1st  session  of  the  12th  Conffress, 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  was  supported,  not 
only  bv  the  votes  on  this  side  of  the  House,  bnt  by 
a  deciaed  majority  on  the  other.  The  report  ended 
in  recommending  six  resolutions  to  the  adoption 
of  the  House :  to  fill  up  the  old  establishment ;  to 
raise  10,000  additional  troops;  to  increase  the 
Navy ;  to  provide  for  calling  out  of  the  militia; 
and  to  authorize  the  arming  of  private  vesseb. 
On  the  first  of  these  there  was  a  minority  of 
eleven  votes  only — so  unanimous  was  this  House 
at  that  time  I   On  some  of  the  others,  it  is  true, 
it  was  more  considerable ;  hot  all  met  with  the 
support  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  What 
ought  to  be  particularly  noted  is,  when  the  Sen- 
ate and  this  House  disagreed  on  the  second,  to 
raise  an  additional  number  of  regular  troops,  the 
former  supporting  25,000,  and  the  latter  at  firsts 
10,000  men,  it  was  increased  to  the  Senate's  num- 
ber by  the  votes  of  the  minority.    The  leading 
men  on  the  side  of  the  Opposition  at  that  time, 
amoi^  tdiom  was  a  gentleman  from  liiassacha- 
setts  well  known  in  this  country,  (Mr.  CIdirot,) 
and  another  from  New  York  of  great  infloenee, 
(Mr.  EsiOTT,)  and  many  whom  I  now  b^oid, 
voted  for  the  report    I  have  taken  the  trouhJk  to 
turn  down  the  pages  where  the  respeetife  votes 
are  recorded,  for  the  satisfaction  of  any  member 
who  may  desire  it.    With  what  countenance  can 
our  opponents  then  withhold  the  supplies  for  ex- 
penses incurred  by  their  own  votes?    Will  they 
say  that  they  knew  not  the  object  of  the  report  1 
Miserable  the  excuse,  and  such  as  it  is,  not  founded 
in  fact.    War  with  Great  Britain  was  unequivo- 
cally announeed;  and  even  the  invasion  of  Can- 
ada, now  so  hateful  to  them,  was  distinctly 
avowed.    Was'  their  object  to  embarrass,  and 
fiually  to  put  the  majority  out  of  power  ?    Will 
they  dare  to  make  an  avowal  so  disgraceful  to 
their  party  1    The  truth  is,  that  the  necessity  of 
the  war  was,  at  that  time,  almost  universally  ae- 
knowlcc^ed ;  and  as  to  its  justice^  no  one  doubtod 
it.    Its  injustice  was  an  invention  of  a  period 
long  subsequent.    It  is  thus,  that  consistency,  no 
less  than  reason,  ought  to  cheek  the  minority  in 
their  opposition,  and  to  induce  them  to  unite 
with  us  to  carry  the  war  to  a  successful  issue. 

I  would  be  glad  to  know  what  limits  our  oppo- 
nents have  prescribed  to  their  opposition.  If  the 
supplies  may  be  withheld  because  the  war  is  un- 
just and  improper  in  their  opinion,  will  not  the 
same  reason  justify  every  species  of  resistance 
both  in  and  out  of  this  House  ?  If  the  public  faith 
solemnly  plighted — if  the  happiness  of  the  coun- 
try, are  no  checks  to  opposition,  I  see  no  reason 
why  the  laws  or  Constitution  should  be.  Let 
some  intelligible  limitation  be  prescribed.  I  see 
node — to  me  it  appears  lawless.  I  know  it  wtli 
be  said,  is  all  opposition  to  be  proactibed  ?  Is  none 
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justifiable  ?  We  proscribe  nothing.  We  propose 
no  iaw ;  no  restraint  on  the  conduct  of  the  mi- 
notity.  We  appeal  to  the  yirtae  and  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  commonity  only.  On  the  people 
must  finally  fall  the  ruinous  effects  of  erroneous 
and  dangerous  principles.  If  our  liberty  is  lost, 
theirs  is  the  cost.  Our  Constitution  supposes  a 
degree  of  good  sense  and  yirtne  in  them  adequate 
to  self-government.  If  the  fact  is  not  so,  our  sys- 
tem of  Government  is  founded  in  error.  They 
only  can  arrest  the  effects  of  dangerous  opposi- 
tion. What  they  permanently  condemn  will 
meet  with  no  support  here. 

How  far  the  minority  in  a  state  of  war  may 
justljr  oppose  the  measures  of  Government,  is  a 
question  of  the  greatest  delicacy.  On  the  one 
aide,  an  honest  man,  if  he  believed  the  war  to  be 
unjust  or  unwise,  would  not  disavow  his  opin- 
ion; but,  on  the  contrary,  an  upright  citizen 
would  do  no  act,  whatever  ne  might  think  of  the 
war,  to  put  his  country  in  the  power  of  the  ene- 
my. It  is  this  double  aspect  of  the  subject  which 
indicates  the  course  that  reason  approbates.*— 
Among  ourselves  at  home  we  may  contend ;  but 
whatever  is  requisite  to  give  the  reputation  and 
the  arms  of  the  Republic  a  superiority  over  its 
enemy,  it  is  the  duty  of  all,  the  minority  no  less 
than  the  majority,  to  support.  Like  the  system 
of  our  State  and  General  Governments — within 
them  are  many;  to  the  world  but  one.  So  it 
ought  to  be  with  parties;  among  ourselves  we 
may  divide,  but  in  relation  to  other  nations  there 
ought  to  be  only  the  American  people.  In  some 
cases  it  may  possibly  be  doubtful^ even  to  the  most 
conscientious,  how  to  act.  It  is  one  of  the  mis- 
fortunes of  differing  from  the  rest  of  the  commu- 
nity on  the  subject  of  war. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  alluding  to  an  observa- 
tion made  by  a  gentleman  from  rf orth  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Gaston,)  connected  with  this  view  of  the 
subject.    Speaking  of  the  reduction  of  Canada, 
he  obseryed,  that  his  judgment  and  feelings  were 
at  variance ;  that  when  he  consulted  the  form*er, 
he  believed  our  efforts  would  be  unsuccessful; 
but  when  the  latter,  his  regard  to  the  interest  of 
his  country  led  him  to  hope  for  success.    I  do 
not  allude  to  this  observation  to  point  put  any 
contradiction  between  it  and  his  opposition  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill ;  though  I  think  it  would  be 
difficult  to  reconcile  them.    My  object  is  to  make 
an  open  acknowledgment  to  him  for  what  I  think 
the  commencement  of  a  more  correct  mode  of 
thinking  in  relation  to  war.    I  thank  the  gentle- 
man for  his  good  wishes ;  and  that  in  relation  to 
the  redaction  of  Canada,  I  know  it  does  not  con- 
tain an  approbation  of  the  attempted  conquest — 
but  it  comports  with  the  conduct  of  a  good  citi- 
zen, that  since  the  attempt  is  determined  on  by 
the  constituted  authority,  to  wish  it  well.    This 
seems  to  me  to  be  in  the  true  spirit  of  an  honest 
Opposition  ;  and  I  hope  it  will  be  so  extended  as 
to  influence  the  general  conduct  of  the  minority. 
It  is  thus  we  may  divide  among  ourselves,  and 
the  national  strength  not  to  be  impaired.    For  I 
do  not  believe  with  those  members  of  the  mihor- 
ity  who  assert  there  is  no  loss  of  strength  by  their  ' 


opposition.  We  are  asked  by  them,  why  have 
you  not  effected  your  objects?  you  command  the 
purse  aad  the  sword  of  the  country,  and  can  order 
whatever  is  necessary  to  be  done.  I  will  tell  yoo 
the  reason — because  we  have  not  your  good 
wishes ;  it  it  this  only  which  can  add  heart  to 
heart.  Government,  it  is  true,  can  command  the 
arm  and  hand,  the  bone  and  muscle  of  the  nation ; 
but  those  are  powerless,  nerveless,  without  the 
concurring  good  wishes  of  the  community.  He 
who,  in  estimating  the  strength  of  a  people,  looks 
only  to  their  numbers  and  physical  force,  leaves 
out  of  the  reckoning  the  most  material  elements 
of  power — uMJti  and  zeal.  Without  these,  the 
former  is  inW  matter.  Without  these,  a  free 
people  is  degraded  to  the  miserable  rabble  of  des- 
potism ;  but  with  these,  they  are  irresistible. 

The  same  gentleman  made  an  assertion  which 
I  am  bound  to  contradict.  He  asserted,  without 
attempting  to  prove,  that  this  House  had  degen- 
erated into  a  mere  registering  body  of  Bzecative 
edicts.  A  sense  of  decorum  prevents  me  from 
speaking  of  the  charge  with  merited  severity.  I 
will  not  meet  the  assertion  with  arguments,  but 
assertion.  It  is  easy  to  assert,  but  slow  and  dif- 
ficult to  prore ;  it  were  hopeless  to  oppose  the 
latter  to  the  former — the  creeping  pace  of  the 
one  is  no  match  for  the  winged  rapidity  of  the 
other.  I  then  assert  that  what  the  gentlemEn  has 
said  is  untrue  in  fact.  [jHere  Mr.  Gaston  en- 
tered into  some  explanation,  and  denied  the  use 
of  the  word  registering ;  and  concluded  by  wish- 
ing to  know  in  what  sense  Mr.  C.  used  the  word 
untrue.]  Mr.  C.  said,  simply  as  implying  that 
the  fact  is  not  as  Mr.  G.  stated,  and  that  he  had 
too  much  respect  for  him  to  have  an  allusion  to 
any  other  sense. 

Some  arguments  and  observations  of  mine  on 
a  former  occasion,  on  the  nature  and  character 
of  opposition,  have  on  this  called  forth  replies 
from  many  of  the  minority,  and  particalarly 
from  the  gentleman  just  alluded  to^  lie  asserted 
that  a  majority  might  also  be  a  faction,  and  cited 
the  Federalist  to  prove  its  truth ;  with  the  addi- 
tional fact,  that  when  it  is  one,  it  is  far  more 
dangerous  than  a  factions  minority.  If  the  gen- 
tleman had  been  inore  attentive,  he  would  have 
found  that  there  is  nothing  in  my  arguments 
that  contradicts  the  position  taken  in  the  Fedei^ 
alisL  What  I  said  was  in  replv,  and  was  in- 
tended to  refute  the  assertion  or  our  opponents 
on  that  occasion,  that  all  the  misfortunes  and 
miseries  of  free  States  originated  in  the  blunders 
and  folly  of  majorities.  The  error  of  this  opia- 
ion  I  then  sufficiently  exposed  both  by  experi- 
ence and  reason.  It  has  round  no  advocate  oft 
this  occasion.  I  will  not  again  repeat  my  rea- 
sons, but  simply  restate,  that  opposition  in  free 
States  is  strongly  inclined  to  degenerate  into  a 
struggle  for  power  and  ascendency,  in  which  the 
attachment  to  a  party  becomes  stronger  than  that 
to  the  country.  This  opinion,  I  conceive,  is  in- 
controvertibly  esUblished ;  in  fact,  the  truth  of 
it  is  but  too  manifest  to  all  who  have  looked  into 
the  character  of  man,  or  who  are  acquainted  with 
his  history.    On  the  contrary,  I  feel  no  disposi- 
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tion  to  deny  that  the  majority  may  possibly  be- 
come factious — that  is,  cease  to  codsqU  the  gen- 
eral  interest.  I  claim  no  peculiar  exemption  for 
them ;  it  made  no  part  of  my  argument ;  I  stated 
principles,  but  left  their  application  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  community.  Much  less  do  I  feel 
disposed  to  contest  the  position  that,  if  such  a 
majority  could  and  should  by  any  misfoitone 
exist  in  this  country,  it  would  be  more  danger- 
ous than  a  factious  minority.  I  could  not  doubt, 
for  instance,  that  if  the  present  minority  could 
be  swelled  into  -a  majority  by  the  addition  of 
one-third  more  to  their  ranks,  and  that  they 
should,  when  in  power,  retain  all  the  principles 
which  I  hear  them  daily  advance  in  this  House, 
that  they  would  not  only  be  more  dangerous 
than  they  now  are,  when  their  power  is  to  divide 
and  distract;  but  that  it  would  be  the  greatest 
calamity  that  could  befall  our  country. 

A  very  important  view  of  this  subject  yet  re- 
mains to  be  presented  to  the  Committee ;  but  I 
feel  that  the  hour  is  too  late,  and  I  am  too  much 
exhausted  to  enter  so  fully  into  it  as  it  desenres. 
The  Tiew  alluded  to  is  the  effects  of  this  war, 
which  has  been  pronounced  so  ruinous  by  our 
opponents.  On  examination,  strong  reasons  will 
be  found,  to  believe  that  it  is  daily  producing  the 
most  solid  and  lasting  advantages  to  the  com- 
munity. 

It  has  already  liberated  us  from  that  dread  of 
^British  power,  which  was  almost  universal  before 
the  declaration  of  war.  If  we  have  done  little 
against  our  enemy,  he  had  done  still  less  against 
us.  What  the  state  of  public  feeling  was  on 
this  poiat,  may  be  in  some  degree  inferred  by  the 
debates  in  this  House  before  the  declaration  of 
war.  I  cannot  but  express  my  surprise  at  an  as- 
sertion of  a  centleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Sbbp- 
fbt)  that  allof  his  fears  and  predictions  had  been 
realized.  Has  he  already  forgot  the  speeches  in 
which  he  and  his  friends  portrayed  the  effects  of 
the  war  in  such  glowing  and  terrific  colors?  Re- 
bellion, civil  war,  prostrated  liberty,  and  confla- 
Kted  towns,  all  mingled  in  one  horrid  group. 
T.  Shbffey  here  explained.]  It  seems  that  the 
gentleman  has  availed  himself  of  the  usual  privi- 
lege of  political  prophets.  If  events  turn  out 
anything  like  their  prediction  they  are  claimed 
as  fulfillments;  but  if  entirely  opposite  they  are 
explained  away.  No  one  who  hears  me,  but  will 
acKuow ledge  that  the  dread  of  England  was  great 
and  general.  Her  power  over  our  hopes  and  our 
fears  were  too  great  for  our  complete  indepen- 
dencej  and  but  illy  comported  with  the  steady 
pursuit  of  our  own  peculiar  interest.  From  this 
state  the  war  has  liberated  us,  I  hope  forever. 

We  have  also  acquired  in  some  degree,  and  are 
progressively  acquiring,  what  to  me  appears  in- 
dispensable in  the  present  st^te  of  man  and  the 
world ;  military  skill  and  means,  combined  with 
the  tone  of  thinking  and  feeling  necessary  to  their 
use.  Occasional  privations  are  always  to  be  en- 
countered in  the  defence  of  national  rights^  and 
the  habits  necessary  to  meet  them  with  fortitude 
are  of  the  greatest  importance.  I  know  how 
mue^  this  country  is  attached  to  peace  and  quiet 


industry.  I  know  how  delightful  repose  and 
safety  are  to  our  nature.  But  universal  experi- 
ence and  the  history  of  those  nations  with  wnom 
we  are  necessarily  connected  forbid  me  to  indulge 
in  the  pleasing  dream,  that  any  degree  of  pru- 
dence or  justice  on  our  part  can  render  such  a 
state  perpetual.  The  ambition  of  a  single  nation 
can  destroy  the  peace  of  the  world.  We  must 
then  submit  to  the  inscrutable  law  of  our  nature, 
which  forbids  the  hope  in  this  world  of  uninter- 
rupted peace  and  enjoyment.  We  must  also,  as 
prudent  men,  rejoice  at  the  acquisition  of  those 
national  qualities  necessary  to  meet  the  vicisi- 
tude  of  war  when  unavoidable.  Connected  with 
this  subject,  I  rejoice  to  behold  the  amazing 
growth  of  our  manufacturing  interest.  I  regret 
that  I  cannot  present  my  thoughts  fully  on  this 
important  subject.  It  will  more  than  indemnify 
the  country  for  all  of  its  losses.  I  believe  no 
country,  however  valuable  its  staples,  can  acquire 
a  state  of  great  and  permanent  wealth  without 
the  aid  of  manufactories.  Reason  and  experi- 
ence both,  I  conceive,  support  the  position.  Our 
internal  strength  and  the  means  of  defence  are 
by  them  greatly  in.creased.  War,  when  forced 
on  us  hereafter,  will  find  us  with  ample  means; 
and  will  not  be  productive  of  that  distressing 
vicisitude  which  follows  it,  where  the  industry  of 
the  country  is  founded  on  commerce,  and  agri- 
culture dependent  on  foreign  market.  Even  our 
commerce  in  the  end  will  partake  of  the  benefits. 
Rich  means  of  exchange  with  all  of  the  world 
will  be  furnished  to  it;  and  the  country  will  be 
in  a  much  better  condition  to  extend  to  it  efilcient 
protection.  I  have  merely  suggested  the  topics 
of  arguments  on  this  important  branch  of  our 
political  economy :  and  will  conclude  by  hoping 
that  on  some  future  occasion  it  will  receive  a 
suitable  discussion. 

When  Mr.  Calhoun  concluded,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Satdroat,  February  26. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
^*An  act  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  mer- 
candise  and  of  ships  and  vessels;*'  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  FiSK.  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  reported  the  agreement  of 
the  committee  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
to  the  bill  "  to  provide  for  the  return  to  their  own 
districts  of  vessels  detained  by  the  embargo  in 
districts  other  than  those  where  they  are  respect- 
ively owned  or  belong." 

The  amendments  were  then  read  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson," 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  within  the  State 
of  New  York,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  LowMDBs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
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Afhirs^  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate^  *'for 
the  relief  of  Jobo  Caboone  and  others,"  without 
ameDdment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Tuesdajr  next. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Presideut  of 
the  United  States  recommending  a  suirable  pro- 
vision for  such  of  the  inhabiunts,  ^.  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan  as  were  left  in  a  destitute  and 
distressed  condition  during  its  temporary  posses- 
sion by  the  enemy ;  which  was  read  and  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ellis  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

PUBLIC  EXPENDirURBS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  Mr.  Eppba  on  the  24th  instant, 
for  the  appointment  of  an  additional  standing 
committee,  to  be  called  ''A  Committee  for  Public 
JSxpenditures." 

Mr.  Eppes  explained  his  object  in  submitting 
his  resolution;  stating  that  the  duties  contem- 
plated to  be  assigned  to  this  committee  would 
fully  occupy  It  during  the  session,  and  was  ne- 
cessary to  relieve  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  from  much  of  the  business  at  present  re- 
ferred to  it,  and  which  it  was  unable  properly 
to  consider,  dbc. 

The  resolution  was  then  passed  without  oppo- 
sition ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppbs,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Wa^rs  and  Means  was  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  such  duties  as  are  embraced 
bv  the  resolution,  and  the  same  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  Public  Expenditures. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committe  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  PiOKBBiiiQ,  of  Massachusetts,  took  the  floor, 
and  in  a  speech  of  three  hours,  took  a  general 
view  of  the  conduct  of  the  European  belligerents, 
as  it  affected  this  country,  and  the  course  and 
policy  of  the  American  Government,  during  Re- 
publican Administrations,  which  he  condemned 
throuffhout  in  strong  terms. 

Betore  Mr.  Pickbrinq  had  concluded,  he  gave 
way  for  a  motion  to  that  effect,  and  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  reported  progress,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


MoND4T,  February  28. 

Mr.  JoBN  Rhbd  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Fishbury,  on  the  island 
of  Martha's  Vineyard,  praying  that  the  act  lair- 
ing an  embargo  may  be  ro  aaodified  as  to  permit 
them  to  export  fish,  oil,  salt,  wool,  and  other  do- 
mestic articles  and  manufactures,  to  the  States  of 
New  York,  and  Connecticut,  and  to  return  with 
breads!  ufis  and  other  articles  of  family  neces- 
sity.^Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  Inobrboll  presented  two  petitions  from 
John  Thompson,  one  for  the  allowance  of  interest 
on  his  accounts  already  settled  under  a  late  act  of 
Congress,  the  other  for  a  pension  in  eonsideratton 


of  disabilities  contracted  whabt  an  offieer  in  the 
Revolutionary  army. — Referred  to  the  Cooamil- 
tee  on  pensions  and  Revolutionary  Ciaiois. 

Mr.  Nblson  presented  a  memorial  of  sundvy 
inhabitants  of  the  19lh  Congressional  Diatriec  in 
the  State  of  Virginia,  remonstrating  against  thta 
renewal  of  patent  rights  of  any  deseription,  and 
complaining  of  the  oppressive  exercise,  oq  the 
part  of  Oliver  Evans,  of  his  patent  right  to  eertaia 
mill  machinery.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  whom  is  committed  the  n- 
port  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  avadry 
mhabitants  of  Baltimore,  also  complauiing  against 
the  exercise  of  the  said  patent  right. 

Mr.  QoDRDiN  presented  a  petition  of  Mudiy 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  South  Carolisa,  play- 
ing the  aid  and  patronage  of  Congress  in  onening 
an  inland  water  communication  from  the  Chen- 
peake  bay  to  St.  Mary's  river,  in  Gtooifin.*— Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom 
is  committed  the  bill  to  authorize  the  SeoreCnfff 
of  the  Treasunr  to  snboeribe  for  shares  in  the 
capiul  stock  or  the  Chesapeake  and  Dalnvaie 
Canal  Company. 

Mr.  Jbhniiiob  presented  a  petition  of  anndvy 
inhabitants  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  pimyiog 
for  pre-emption  rights  to  laads  on  which  they 
have  settled  and  made  improvements.— Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  hill 
to  grant  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  porehase, 
to  certain  settlers  on  public  lands  in  the  Indiana 
Territory. 

Mr.  Arobbr,  from  the  Committee  of  datoM. 
reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
*^An  act,  for  the  relief  of  the  <^cer8  and  aoldteia 
who  served  in  the  late  camoaign  on  the  Wabash;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Arohbr  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jervis  Cutler ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 
'  Mr.  Arobbr  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relkf 
of  Edwin  T.  Satterwhtte ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  reed  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Arobbr  also  reported  a  bftl  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  persons  whose  property  shall  he 
impressed  into  the  service  of  the  Unital  States; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  n  Cooh 
mittee  of  the  Whole  to  morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Arobbr,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  instructing  them  to  inqnire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  individuals  whose  property  was  impressed 
by  detachments  of  militia  ordered  into  pohHc 
service  by  any  State  or  Territorial  Gkivemment, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  Revio- 
ing  the  Militia  System. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  for  Revising 
the  Militia  System,  made  a  report  on  the  vooln- 
tion  instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  a 
detachment  of  militia  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
ordered  into  service  by  the  Gbvernor  of  that  Stale, 
to  act  against  the  Indians ;  which  report  wna  readj 
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uid  the  rcBolotioo  thereio  eootaiaed  wms  con- 
earred  in  by  the  Hoose,  as  follows: 

Remdved,  That  do  legislative  ■  provision  is  now 
necessary  on  the  sabject  of  the  said  resolution. 

The  Speakbr  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  letter 
from  Jonathan  Roberts,  resigning  his  seat  as  one 
of  the  Representatives  from  Pennsylvania,  hav- 
ing been  appointed  a  Senator  from  that  State. 
Tne  said  letter  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Inosbsoll, 

Be§olved,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  ad- 
dress a  letter  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  communicating  information  of  the 
resignation  of  Jonathan  Roberts,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers returned  from  that  State  to  serve  in  this 
House,  in  order  that  measures  may  be  taken  to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  thereby  in  the 
representation  of  that  State. 

OrUertd^  That  Mr.  Pitkin  be  appointed  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  m  the  place  of 

Mr.  ROBBRTB. 

An  engrossed  bill  tot  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ellis 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amesd  the  act,  entitled 
''An  act  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  mer- 
chandiae,  and  of  ships  and  vessels,"  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ''to  provide  for 
the  indemnification  ot  certain  claimants  of  phblic 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory ;"  also,  a  bill 
^for  the  better  organizing,  paying,  and  supplying 
the  Army  of  the  United  States;^'  in  which  bills 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  agAin  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  Pickering,  of  Massachusetts,  resumed  his 
speech  against  the  bill,  the  commencement  of 
which  principally  occupied  Saturday's  sitting. 
His  speech  to-day  occupied  three  hours.  The 
whole  of  which  is  here  given  entire,  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman :  Yesterday  a  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Wright.)  m  the  course  of  his 
observations  on  the  loan  bill,  mentioned  but  one 
thing  which  I  think  at  all  necessary  to  notice, 
and  that  not  connected  with  the  bill ;  it  was  the 
old  story  of  Jonathan  Robbins — ^and  he  expressed 
a  wish  that  I  would  inform  the  Committee,  whe- 
ther the  person  so  called  was  delivered  op  pursu- 
ant to  orders  from  me  altme,  as  the  newspapers 
had  often  rejiresented,  or  by  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Thia  story,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  so  often  been 
gotten  up  for  party  purposes,  I  will,  from  my  pre- 
sent recollection,  give  an  account  of  it ;  although, 
like  other  *'  lies  so  oft  overthrown,"  it  may  be  again 
revived,  and  again  rung  through  the  United  States, 
to  serve  the  same  unhallowed  partv  views. 

Being  then  Secretary  of  State,  the  application 
for  the  person  called  Jonathan  Robbins,  but  whose 
real  name  was  Thomas  Nash,  eame  to  my  hands. 
But  thai  the  case  may  be  correctly  understood,  I 
will  read  that  article  in  our  treaty  with  Great 
Biiuin,  (eoamoBly  called  Mr.  Jay's  treaty,) 
13th  Coir.  2d  Sxss.— 54 


which  contains  a  mutual  stipulation  for  the  de- 
livery of  persons  charged  with  murderer  forgery. 

*< Article  27.  It  is  farther  sgreed,  that  His  Majesty 
and  the  United  States,  on  mutual  requisitions,  by  them 
respectively,  or  by  their  respective  Ministers  or  officers 
suthonxed  to  mske  the  same,  will  deliver  np  to  jus- 
tice all  persons  who,  being  charged  with  murder  er 
forgery,  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  either, 
shall  seek  an  asylum  within  any  of  the  countries  of 
the  other ;  provided  that  this  shall  only  be  done  on 
such  evidence  of  criminality,  as,  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  place  where  the  fugitive  or  person  so  charged 
shall  be  found,  would  justify  his  apprehension  and 
commitment  for  trial,  if  the  ofience  had  there  been 
committed." 

The  President  (Mr.  Adams)  having  been  con- 
sulted, and  his  express  directions  received,  I  wrote 
to  Judge  Bee.  then  the  District  Judge  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  South  Carolina,  to  this  effect: 
That  if  the  case  of  Thomas  Nash  came  within 
the  purview  of  the  treaty ;  that  is,  if  the  evidence 
of  his  criminality  was  such  as  would  authorize 
his  apprehension  and  commitment  for  trial,  in 
case  the  offence  charged  had  been  committed 
within  our  own  territory  ;  then  he  was  to  be  de- 
livered up  to  the  British  officer  demanding  him. 
This  was  done. 

It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  gentlemen,  that 
this  man,  Thomas  Nash,  with  other  ruffians  of 
the  crew  of  the  British  frigate  Hermione,  rose  on 
their  officers  and  murdered  them,  and  carried  the 
frigate  into  a  Spanish  port  in  the  West  Indies ; 
Spain  beinf^  then  at  war  with  Great  Britain. 
Nash  was  discovered  and  arrested  at  Charleston, 
and  the  proceedings  took  place  which  I  have 
stated.    But  Nash  had  assumed  the  name  of  Jon- 
athan Bobbins,  and  said  he  was  an  American  cit- 
izen, born  at  Danbury,  in  Connecticut.    This 
declaration  of  the  ruffian,  though  entitled  to  no 
credit,  was  sufficient  for  the  partisans  of  Opposi* 
tion  to  raise  a  hue  and  cry  a|;ainst  the  Feueral 
Administration,  which  they  wished  to  pulldown. 
I  therefore  wrote  to  the  selectmen  and  town  clerk 
of  Danbury,  (which  was  a  small  country  village,) 
requesting  them  to  make  diligent  inquiry,  whether 
any  person  of  the  name  of  Jonathan  Robbins  had 
been  born  there  within  a  period  which  I  supposed 
would  go  beyond  the  age  of  Thomas  Nash.  They 
sent  me  certificates,  tbat  no  person  of  the  name 
of  Jonathan  Robbins  had  been  born  in  Danbury, 
within  forty  or  fifty  years  then  last  past.    These 
certificates  having  been  communicated  to  Con- 
gress, and  published,  put  down  the  party  clamor, 
and  for  awhile  the  slanderers  were  silent ;  but  the 
ghost  of  Jonathan  Robbins  has  since  been  repeat- 
edly conjured  up;  particularly  when  at  any  time 
it  was  convenient  to  bring  a  railing  accusation 

against  me. 

I  fear,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  in  discussing  the 
subject  before  the  Committee,  I  shall  disappoint 
the  expectations  of  my  friends,  without  satisfying 
mvsel^  For,  though  I  have  been  long  in  public 
life,  I  have  been  but  little  used  to  public  speak- 
ing. The  memory,  the  arrangement,  and  the 
compreheiuive  view  of  a  subject,  which  are  ne- 
cessary to  a  public  speaker,  in  me  are  deficient. 
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I  shall  eodearor,  howeTer,  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
miuee  facts  which  I  deem  important,  with  such 
just  inferences  as  shall  occur  to  me;  relying  on 
the  discernment  of  gentlemen  to  supply  the  rest. 
A  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn) has  told  you  that  the  object  of  the  minor- 
ity was,  to  destroy  the  faith  of  the  GK)7ernment 
by  prerenting  the  loan.  I  am  indeed  opposed  to 
Che  loan ;  but  I  distinguish  between  the  faith  of 
the  Administration,  and  the  faith  of  my  country. 
The  credit  of  the  country  is  good,  and  under  a 
proper  Administration,  acting  in  a  cause  in  which 
the  great  interests  and  welfare  of  the  country  were 
at  stake,  the  loan  would  be  effected.  My  aim  is, 
to  put  an  end  to  this  unjust  and  ruinous  war ;  and 
therefore  I  will  oppose  all  supplies  for  carrying 
it  on.  It  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  withhold 
supplies,  pursuant  to  a  power  vested  in  them  by 
the  Constitution,  when  necessary  to  prevent  any 
Administration  from  persevering  in  measures  in- 
juriously affectinff  the  public  welfare. 

The  same  gentleman  told  us,  that  it  was  a  max- 
im amouff  the  Romans,  ^  that  their  country  was 
never  to  be  presumed  to  be  in  the  wrong.''  Had 
not  the  Roman  people  been  influenced  by  this 
maxim ;  on  the  contrary,  had  they  questioned  the 
rectitude  of  .the  measures  of  their  Government, 
and  reasoned  on  the  causes  and  pretences  for  their 
perpetual  wars,  the  ancient  world  might  not  have 
been  deluged  with  blood ;  while  nations  sunk  be- 
neath the  arms  directed  by  the  ambitious  leaders 
of  that  Republic,  as  the  continental  nations  of 
modern  Europe  have  fallen  before  the  arms  of 
France ;  which,  both  in  her  Republican  and  Im- 
perial sute,  appears  to  have  taken  Rome  for  her 
model.  Any  Government  may  err,  either  igno- 
rantly  or  corruptly,  and  in  either  case,  its  meas- 
ures tending  to  public  mischief  ought  to  be  op- 
posed. 

The  same  gentleman,  adverting  to  the  alleged 
causes  of  the  war,  the  British  Oraers  in  Council 
and  Impressments,  said  he  would  first  consider 
impressments,  ^  because  a  man  is  preferable  to  a 
bale  of  goods."  Yet  property  is  the  ground  of 
almost  all  the  quarrels  among  mankind,  as  well 
between  nations  as  individuals.  It  was  propeity, 
affected  by  the  Orders  in  Council,  which  was  pro- 
fessed to  bathe  principal  cause  of  this  war.  Pro- 
perly was,  in  fact,  the  primary  cause  of  the  contest 
with  our  mother  country,  which  terminated  in  the 
war  of  our  Revolotion.  Qreat  Britain  imposed 
•mall  duties  on  a  few  articles  of  our  imports  from 
her,  and  claimed  a  right  to  impose  others  by  an 
aet  of  Parliament ;  and  thus  to  take  from  us  our 
yroperfy  without  our  consent.  I  will  therefore 
first  inquire  into  the  eharacter  of  the  British  Or- 
ders in  Council. 

By  our  treaty  with  France,  in  1800,  concluded 
with  Bonaparte  himself,  then  First  Consul,  in  the 
12th  article,  it  was  agreed  as  follows: 

**  It  shall  be  lawfol  for  the  eitiiens  of  either  eonntrj 
to  sail  with  theb  ships  and  merchandise  (contrsband 
goods  always  excepted)  from  any  port  whatever*  to 
any  port  of  the  enemy  of  the  other,  and  to  sail  and 
tiade  with  their  ships  and  meichsndise,  with  perfoct 
ascvrity  and  iibeity,  from  the  oonntiies,  pttia,  and  plaoss 


of  Chose  who  ate  enemies  of  both  er  of  either  pai^, 
without  any  opposition  or  distaibanoe  whatever ;  and 
to  psss  not  only  directly  from  the  places  and  porte  of 
the  enemy  aforementioned,  to  neutrsl  ports  and  plsoei, 
but  slso  from  one  place  belonging  to  an  enemy,  to  sn- 
other  place  belonging  to  an  enemy,  whether  they  be, 
or  be  not  under  the  same  jarisdiction,  unless  such  ports 
or  pieces  shall  be  actually  blockaded,  besieged,  or  in- 
vested." 

In  flagrant  violation  of  this  article.  Bonaparte, 
having  overturned  the  Prussian  monarchy,  and 
seated  himself  in  its  capital,  Berlin,  there,  on  the 
21st  of  November,  1806,  issued  a  decree  f  thence 
called  the  Berlin  decree)  in  the  preamble  ot  which 
he  sets  forth  its  pretended  causes,  the  falseness  or 
futility  of  which  I  shall  show  as  I  proceed. 

"  1.  That  England  does  not  admit  the  tight  of  na- 
tions, ss  univerMlly  acknowledged  by  all  dvilised  peo- 
ple." 

This  general,  sweeping  and  false  deelaration 
appears  to  be  the  text  to  be  exemplified  in  the 
articles  which  follow. 

<«  S.  That  she  deeiaies  s 
belonging  to  an  enemy  State,  and,  in 
makes  prisenees  of  war,  not  onl^  of  the 
vesseb,  bat  also  of 
percsrgoesof  the 
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This  charge  against  England  might,  with  equal 
justness,  be  made  against  the  United  States,  and 
all  other  nations ;  for  all,  inolading  France  her- 
self, have  always  considered  the  crews  of  mer- 
chani  vessels  as  well  aa  of  armed  venels,  to  be 
prisoners  of  war,  and  confined  them  accordingiy. 

**  3.  That  she  extends  or  applies  to  merchant  ves- 
sels, to  Articles  of  oommeres,  and  to  the  property  of 
individuals,  the  right  of  conquest,  which  can  only  be 
applied  or  extended  to  what  belongs  to  an  enemy 

Stete." 

In  this  England  does  no  more  than  the  United 
States  did  in  the  war  of  our  Revolution,  and  do 
in  the  present  war,  and  what  all  maritime  nations 
have  ever  done ;  that  is,  capture  enemy's  mer- 
chant vessels  and  merchandise  found  on  the  high 
seas ;  and  to  capture  them,  is  the  object  and  hope 
of  all  our  privateering. 

"  4.  That  she  extends  to  pocte  not  fortified,  to  har- 
bors and  months  of  riveri,  the  right  f^blochadt,  whidu 
according  to  reason  and  the  usage  «  drilixed  nations, 
is  applicable  only  to  strong  or  fortified  ports." 

This  article,  like  the  others,  ataltng  first  a  ^nt- 
titiable  fact,  is  false  in  its  eoneliMiott.  The  right 
to  Uooknde  ports,  harbors,  and  months  of  rivcss, 
though  not  fortified,  is  not  dicpnted  by  our  own 
Government;  whose  only  complaint  has  been, 
that  sneh  places  have  not,  in  all  eases  procUunnad 
to  be  under  bloeknde,  been  blockaded  in  fiict,  by 
a  sufficient  naval  foree  stationed  before  or  acar 
them,  so  aa  to  render  the  entnnee  of  our  neottai 
vessels  dangerous. 

«6.  That  she  dedans  blockaded,  plaees  before  wbick 
she  has  not  a  single  vessel  of  war :  aMMmgh  a  place 
ought  not  to  be  oonsiderad  blockaded,  bat  when  it  is 
so  invested,  ss  that  no  appioodi  to  it  can  he  made 
without  imminent  hasard ;  that  she  dedaree  eiea 
placse  blockaded  which  hw  nnitad  fonea  would  be  in- 
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capalpla  of  doing,  sach  as  entire  coaaU,  and  a  whole 
empire." 

By  a  document  commuDicated  by  President 
Jefferson  to  Congress,  in  December,  1808,  as  one 
of  the  acts  of  the  British  GoFernment  imposing 
an  illegal  blockade  in  the  West  Indies,  it  appears 
plainly  that  the  British  Admiral  exceeded  his  au- 
thority ;  the  orders  from  his  Government  being. 
"  that  the  strictest  naval  blockade  be  established 
over  the  Leeward  French  Islands,"  evidently 
meaning,  by  stationing  a  sufficient  naval  force 
before  the  ports  so  declared  to  be  blockaded ;  for 
the  British  Government  never  claimed  any  other 
right  of  blockade. 

As  to  the  Emperor's  charge,  that  Great  Britain 
had  declared  *^  entire  coasts  and  a  whole  empire" 
to  be  blockaded,  it  is  one  of  those  unfounded  a»- 
aertions  which  he  can  utter  with  great  facility, 
particularly  when  Great  Britain  is  the  subject  ot 
reproach.  The  declaration  of  the  most  extensive 
blockade  of  a  coast  bv  the  British  Government, 
that  I  have  any  knowledge  of,  was  that  from  the 
Elbe  to  Brest;  which  I  shall  uke  an  opportunity 
tp  explain.(l) 

Oa  such  false  and  fallacious  grounds  the  French 
Binperor  issued  his  Berlin  decree;  of  which  the 
following  are  the  articles  most  pointedly  violating 
our  Deutral  rights,  and  his  treaty  with  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  ihe  rights  of  Great  Britain  un- 
der the  law  of  nations. 

islands  are  declared  to  be  in  a 


«Art.  1.  The 
state  of  blockade." 

This,  in  its  terms,  subjected  to  capture,  by  the 
French  cruisers,  all  neutral  vessels  enteriog  or 
attempting  to  enter  any  Briiish  ports ;  and  noth- 
ing but  the  absolute  inability  of  the  Emperor  to 
execute  this  part  of  his  decree,  prevented  its  be- 
ing carried  into  effect. 

"Alt.  4.  All  magazines,  merchandise,  or  property 
whatsoever,  belonging  to  a  subject  of  England,  shall 
be  declared  lawful  prize." 

The  object  of  this  article  was,  to  authorize  his 
Ministers  and  officers  to  seize  on  all  property  of 
British  subjects,  wherever  found,  especially  in 
neutral  territories,  where,  by  the  law  of  nations. 
it  should  have  been  secure,  and  sacred  as  neutral 
property  itself;  but  no  rights  have  been  regarded, 
where  the  power  of  the  French  Emperor  could 
extend. 

**Ait.  5.  The  trade  in  English  merchandise  is  £>r- 
Uddeii.  All  merchandise  belonging  to  .England,  or 
coming  from  its  manofactories  and  colonies,  is  declared 
lawful  prize." 

By  this  article,  the  manufactures  of  England, 
and  the  productioQs  of  her  colonies,  although  the 
property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
other  neutrals,  became  liable  to  capture  and  con- 
demnation. If  its  immediate  execution  against 
American  vessels,  in  the  European  seas,  did  not 
take  place,  it  was  owing  to  causes  not  explained ; 
and  not  to  the  Emperor's,  intention  to  dispense 
with  it ;  as  he  sulnequently  declared  that  he  had 
made  no  exceptiou  in  favor  of  the  United  States. 

(1)  See  notes  at  the  end  of  Hr.  F.'s  speeeh. 


It  was  in  fact  executed  against  our  vessels  by 
some  French  privateers  in  the  West  Indies,  aa 
was  stated  by  Mr.  Madison  himself.(2') 

But  the  great  object  of  the  Berlin  clecree  was, 
to  blockade  the  ports  of  the  continent  of  Europe 
against  the  entrance  of  British  vessels,  and  of  the 
vessels  of  every  nation  laden  with  the  manufac- 
tures or  productions  of  Great  Britain  or  of  her 
colonies  and  dominions;  in  order  to  ruin  her 
commerce,  and  thereby  destroy  her  power,  which 
so  eminently  depended  on  the  wealth  and  reve- 
nues arising  from  commerce.  And  on  the  Con- 
tinent, the  decree  was  carried  into  immediate  ex- 
ecution ;  at  Hamburg  within  four  days  from  its 
date ;  although  that  city  formed  an  independent 
neutral  State,  entitled  to  entire  exemption  from 
military  coercion  and  violence.  The  French 
Minister  there  caused  all  English  merchandises. 
"  no  matter  to  whom  they  belong,"  to  be  seized 
and  confiscated.  The  same  course  was  directed 
to  be  pursued  in  ail  other  places,  enemy  or  neu- 
tral, occupied,  or  which  should  be  occupied  by 
French  troops. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  next  month,  Pecember, 
1806,  the  treaty  n^otiated  with  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, by  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney,  was 
signed.  But,  before  the  signing,  the  British  Com* 
missioners  mentioned  to  our  Miuisters  this  out- 
rageous decree  of  Berlin,  which  threatened  to 
subvert  the  rights  and  independence  of  neutral 
Powers ;  and  for  the  information  of  their  Gov- 
ernment, delivered  to  them  a  note  declaring,  that 
^*  if  the  enemy  (France)  should  carry  those  tnreats 
^  into  execution,  and  if  neutral  nations,  contrary  to 
'  all  expectation,  should  acquiesce  in  such  usurpa- 
'  tions,  his  Majesty  might  probably  be  compelled, 
^  however  reluctantly,  to  retaliate  in  his  just  de- 
'  fence,  and  to  adopt,  m  regard  to  the  commerce  of 
'  neutral  nations  with  his  enemies,  the  same  meas- 

*  ures  which  those  nations  shall  have  permitted  to 

*  be  enforced  against  their  commerce  with  hissub- 

*  jects." 

In  the  mean  time,  to  check  and  counteract  the 
violence  of  France,  in  actual  execution,  on  the 
Continent,  against  British  commerce,  and'against 
all  trade  in  the  manufactures  and  productions  of 
the  British  dominions,  the  British  Government 
issued  their  Order  in  Council  of  the  7th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1807,  prohibiting,  not  ail  commerce  with 
France,  as  she,  by  the  Berlin  decree,  had  forbid- 
den all  commerce  with  England — but  ordering 
*^  that  no  vessel  shall  be  permitted  to  trade  from 
'  one  port  to  another,  both  which  ports  shall  belong 

*  to,  or  be  in  possession  of  France  or  her  allies, 

*  or  shall  be  so  far  under  their  control,  as  that 
'  British  vessels  may  not  freely  trade  thereat." 
This  Mr.  Jefferson  called  "a  new  law  of  the 
ocean;"  although  similar  to,  but  less  rigorous 
than  an  old  and  established  law  of  France,  which 
prohibited  neutral  vessels  laden,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  at  one  port  of  an  enemy^  to  go  to  the  ports 
of  any  other  country  than  their  own,  whether  al- 
lied to  France,  neutral  or  enemy.(3)  The  great 
object  of  the  British  order  was,  apparently,  to 
prevent  neutral  vessels  carrying  on  the  coasting 
trade  of  France,  and  the  intercourse  by  sea  b(^ 
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tween  her  and  her  allies;  for  the  naval  power  of 
Great  Britain  having  either  captured,  or  driven 
from  the  ocean,  the  trading  vessels  of  her  enemies, 
they  were  constrained  to  resort  to  neutral  vessels 
to  carry  on  their  commerce  with  one  another,  and 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  their  coasting  trade. 

This  very  candid  and  friendly  notice  of  the 
course  Great  Britain  might  be  obliged  to  pursue, 
if  neutral  nations  submitted  to  the  Berlin  decree, 
was  represented  by  President  Jefferson  as  cause 
of  offence  to  the  United  States,  and  that  no  treaty, 
accompanied  with  the  terms  of  that  note,  would 
be  admissible.  I  know  it  will  be  said,  that  our 
Government  did  not  submit,  but  demanded  an 
explanation  of  the  Berlin  decree.  It  is  true,  that 
an  explanation  was  asked  of  the  French  Minister 
of  Marine.  Decres,  and  that  he,  contrary  to  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  the  decree,  said  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  iofrin^  upon  the  treaty  then  subsisting 
between  theUnited  states  and  France;  but  added, 
that  he  was  not  competent  to  decide,  and  that  ap- 
plication must  be  made  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  Talleyrand,  then  with  the  Emperor  at 
Berlin.  Whether  such  an  application  was  ever 
made,  or  answered  if  made,  has  not  been  publicly 
known. 

The  obviously  proper  course  to  have  been  taken 
by  our  Government  was,  to  have  demanded,  not 
an  explanation  of  a  decree,  which  was  too  plain 
to  require  one,  but  its  revocation ;  and  upon  the 
refusal  to  revoke,  to  interdict  all  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  France  and  her  allies,  and  to  have 
armed  our  ships,  if  necessary,  for  the  protection 
of  our  commjerce;  which,  owinff  to  the  small 
number  of  French  cruisers,  would  then  have  sus* 
tained  but  little  injury.(4)  Instead  of  taking  this 
safe  and  honorable  course,  our  Gbveroment  con- 
tented themselves  with  the  absurd  explanation  of 
the  Minister  Decres,  until  the  Emperor  himself 
declared  it  erroneous  and  unfounded,  and  that  no 
exception  was  intended  in  favor  of  the  United 
Butes. 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  when  Great  Brit- 
ain, having  waited  almost  a  year,  seeing  the  Ber- 
lin decree  operating  most  injuriously  to  her  com- 
merce with  the  European  continent,  all  its  ports 
(those  of  Sweden  excepted)  being  shut  against 
her ;  Russia,  pressed  by  the  French  arms  in  1807, 
having  also  adopted  the  French  Emperor's  Con- 
tinenul  system,  pursuant  to  the  treaty  of  Tilsit; 
in  this  state  of  things,  the  British  Giovernment 
issued  their  Orders  in  Council,  of  November  11th, 
1807.  These  orders  have  been  pronounced  to  be 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  unjustifiable; 
and  this  opinion,  proceeding  from  men  in  power, 
and  other  citizens  of  distinction,  became,  proba- 
bly, the  current  opinion  in  the  United  States. 
But  for  my  own  part,  from  the  moment  that  I 
read  those  orders,  I  considered  them  as  justifiable 
on  the  ground  of  retaliation,  and  on  the  princi- 
ples of  public  law.  Of  the  correctness  of  my 
own  opinion,  however,  I  should  have  entertained 
some  doubts,  had  it  not  been  confirmed  by  the 
opinions  of  gentlemen,  among  my  friends,  who 
were  as  conversant  with  public  law,  and  thought 
as  profoundly,  as  any  citizens  of  the  United  States. 


Among  these  was  one  of  the  first  of  men*«— per- 
haps the  brightest  luminary  that  ever  shone  on 
this  Western  hemis^ere. 

The  French  Emperor,  by  bis  Berlin  decree,  and 
his  orders  for  carrying  it  into  complete  and  rigor- 
ous execution,  had  subverted  the  public  law  of 
Europe;  and  by  his  arms  and  influence,  had 
brought  all  the  nations  (Sweden  excepted)  to 
bear  against  England  alone ;  all  thus  conspiring 
for  her  destruction.  What  should  she  do  aranst 
a  world  in  arms  ?  What  would  the  sense  of  such 
impending  danger,  and  the  duty  of  self-preserva- 
tion, suggest  to  any  nation  ?(5)  Certainly  to  re- 
tort upon  those  combined  enemies  and  conspira- 
tors, tne  evils  of  their  own  injustice  and  violence; 
and,  as  they  had  taken  new  and  extraordinary 
measures  to  deprive  her  of  commerce,  that  she 
should  retaliate  and  interdict  all  commerce  with 
them.  This  she  did  by  her  Orders  in  Cooneil, 
and  in  my  view,  on  the  principles  of  reason  and 
public  law.(6)  In  every  new  case,  to  which 
existing  laws  do  not  extend,  reason  is  to  be  cod-, 
suited — **  reason,  whose  authority  (says  Bynker- 
shoek)  is  of  so  much  weight  in  the  law  of  na- 
tions"— *^  reason,  which  is  the  soul  of  the  law  of 
nations."  The  municipal  laws  of  a  single  Sute^ 
when  circumstances  are  changed,  undergo  cor- 
responding changes ;  and  when  new  caaes  arise, 
new  laws  are  framed  to  provide  for  them.  And 
such  a  new  state  of  things  had  been  introduced 
into  the  civilized  world,  by  the  ambition,  injus- 
tice^  and  tyranny  of  the  French  Emperor ;  jus^ 
tifying  and  requiringi  on  the  part  of  the  nations 
not  yet  subjugated,  new  and  extraordinary  meas- 
ures to  provi(&  for  their  safety  and  independence. 
On  these  grounds,  the  British  Orders  in  Council 
have  appeared  to  me  perfectly  justifiable ;  and, 
consequently,  that  they  never  furnished  any  cause 
or  pretence  for  the  present  war ;  a  war  on  our  part, 
as  unnatural  and  cruel  as  it  was  unjust.  But,  in- 
stead of  resentinjr  and  resisting,  as  we  ought  to 
have  done,  the  Berlin  decree,  our  Gh^vernment 
commenced  a  system  of  restrictive  measures ;  in 
form  levelled  equally  against  France  and  Great 
Britain,  but  really  intended  to  injure  Britain  only, 
while  they  aided  the  cause  of  France.  This  brings 
me  to  the  consideration  of  a  subject,  old  and  staler 
indeed,  but  of  essential  importance  to  be  well  nn* 
derstood ;  and  which  theretore  I  will  re-examine — 
I  mean  the  Embargo  of  December,  1807,  the 
fruitful  and  immediate  source  of  alt  the  evils 
which  have  since  afflicted  our  country;  produc- 
ing non-intercourse  and  non-importation,  and  ter- 
minating, as  to  the  United  States,  in  the  greatest 
of  all  evils — war. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that,  just  before  this  em- 
bargo was  laid,  the  United  States  vessel  Reven^ 
arrived  from  France,  with  despatches  from  oar 
Minister,  General  Armstrong.  They  arrived  at 
Washington  on  the  14th  of  December,  1807.  Bt 
the  Revenge,  news  was  brought  that  the  French 
Emperor  had  said  there  should  be  no  neutrals. 
This,  indeed,  was  not  long  af^er  gravely  denied  ; 
but  at  length  it  came  out  in  General  Arinstrtmg*s 
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own  de8patehe&  that  the  Empero/  had  said,  the 
United  States  shall  take  the  positive  character  of 
allies  or  enemies.  But  the  people  of  the  United 
States  were  not  then  prepared  for  a  war  against 
Great  Britain,  A  gradual  training  for  some  years 
was  requisite  to  bring  them  to  that  point.  Nor 
were  they  prepared  to  adopt,  knowingly,  Bona- 
parte's Continental  system;  it  coald  be  intro* 
dueed  only  under  the  disguise  of  an  embargo ;  a 
name  uniTersally  understood  to  mean  a  very  tem- 
porary suspension  of  the  sailing  of  vessels  for 
some  special  occasional  purpose. 

Four  days  only  after  the  arrival  of  the  de- 
snatches  from  France,  President  Jefferson  sent  to 
Congress  the  following  Message : 

To  the  Senate  and  Htnue  of 

Repre»eniatioe8  oj  the  United  States.- 

The  commnnications  now  made,  showing  the  great 
and  increasing  dangers  with  which  onr  vessels,  oar 
seamen,  and  merchandise,  are  threatened  on  the  high 
seas,  and  elsewhere,  from  the  belligerent  Powers  of 
Eniope ;  and  it  being  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
keep  in  safety  these  essential  resources,  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  Tecommend  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  who  wiU  doubtless  peroeiTc  ^  the  advantage 
which  may  be  expected  from  an  inhibition  of  the  de- 
parture of  onr  Tesseis  from  the  ports  of  the  United 
States. 

Their  wisdom  will  also  see  the  necessity  of  making 
every  preparation  for  whateTcr  events  may  grow  out  of 
the  present  crisis. 

I  ask  a  return  of  the  letters  of  Messrs.  Armstrong 
and  Champagny,  which  it  would  be  improper  to  make 
pnblic  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

BicxxBaB  18, 1807. 

The  communications  consisted  of  four  papers. 
The  first  a  proclamation  by  the  King  of  Qreat 
Britain,  dated  the  16th  of  October,  1807,  ^  for  re- 
calling and  prohibiting  British  seamen  from  serv- 
ing foreira  Princes  and  States."  This  proclama- 
tion had  Men  f§blished  in  our  newspapers.  It 
was  a  newspaper  copv  Mr.  Jefferson  communi- 
cated to  Congress.  Far  from  having  excited  any 
alarm,  it  naturally  lessened  the  public  apprehen- 
sions on  the  subject  of  impressments;  because, 
although  it  commanded  British  naval  officers  to 
seize  and  take,  as  usual,  British  natural  born  sub- 
jects from  on  board  foreign  merchant  vessels, 
they  were  strictly  enjoined  *'  to  permit  no  man  to 

*  go  on  board  such  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to 
'  States  at  amity  with  Great  Britain,  for  the  pur- 
'  poses  of  so  seizing  upon,  taking,  and  bringing 
'  away  such  perisons  aforesaid,  for  whose  discreet 
'  and  orderly  demeanor  the  said  captains  could 

*  not  answer;  and  that  they  should  take  especial 
'  care  that  no  unnecessary  violence  be  done  or 
'  offered  to  the  vessel,  or  to  the  remainder  of  the 
'  crew,  from  out  of  which  such  persons  should  be 
'  taken." 

The  second  paper  was  a  letter  (bearing  date 
September  18,  1807,)  from  the  French  Grand 
Judge,  Regnier,  to  the  Iinperial  Procureur  (or 
Attorney)  General  of  the  Emperor's  Council  of 
Prizes^  containing  the  Emperors  declaration  con- 
cerning his  Berlin  decree.  To  the  question. 
^  1.  Can  armed  vessels,  imder  that  decree,  seizej 


*  in  neutral  vessels,  either  English  property,'  or 
<  merchandise  proceeding  from  the  manufactures 
'  of  the  English  territories  ?   His  Majesty  notifies 

*  me,  that  since  he  had  not  thought  proper  to  ex- 
'  press  any  exception  in  his  decree,  there  is  no 

*  ground  to  make  any  in  the  execution,  with  re- 
'  spect  to  anything  whatsoever."  *'  2.  His  Ma- 
'jesty  has  not  decided  the  question,  whether 
'French  armed  vesseb  may  possess  themselves 
'  of  neutral  Tesseis  going  to  or  from  England, 

*  althouffh  they  have  no  English  merchandise  on 
'  board."  Why  this  decision  was  delayed,  does 
not  appear.  Probably,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
watching  for  some  favorable  conjuncture,  when 
the  few  French  cruisers  that  could  venture  to  sea 
might  make  a  more  extensive  sweep  of  neutral 
vessels,  thrown  off  their  guard  by  a  temporary 
forbearance. 

Of  these  two  papers  no  secret  was  made ;  and 
for  a  plain  reason — that  both  had  been  published 
in  the  newspapers:  the  British. proclamation  at 
full  length,  and  the  essential  part  of  the  letter  of 
the  French  Grand  Judge. 

The  third  paper  was  General  Armstrong's  let- 
ter to  the  French  Minister,  Champagny,  simply 
asking  whether  the  Emperor,  by  his  Berlin  de- 
cree, intended  to  violate  nis  treaty  with  the  Uni- 
ted States.  And  the  fourth  jpaper  was  Cham- 
pagny's  answer,  announcing,  with  the  usual  aa- 
sorance  of  a  French  Minister,  that  it  was  easy  to 
reconcile  the  measures  adopted  under  the  Berlin 
decree  with  the  observance  of  treaties.  I  will 
read  these  two  letters. 

(General  Amutrong'e  ktter  to  M,  Champagny. 

Pabis,  September  S4, 1807. 

Sir :  I  have  this  moment  learned  that  a  new  and  ex- 
tended consnruction,  highly  injurious  to  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  was  about  to  be  given  to  the  Im- 
perial decree  of  the  21  at  of  NoTember  last.  It  is,  there- 
fore, incumbent  on  me  to  ask  your  £zcellencj  an  ex- 
planation of  his  Majesty's  views  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  particularly  whether  it  be  his  Majesty's  inten- 
tion, in  any  degree,  to  infract  the  obligations  of  the 
treaty  subosting  between  the  United  States  and  die 
French  Empive  ? 

I  pray  your  ExcellenOTf  di^- 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

7%e  answer  of  M,  Champagny  to  General  Armstrong, 
dated  October  7, 1807. 

Sib:  You  did  me  the  honor,  on  the  34th  of  Septem- 
ber, to  request  me  to  send  you  some  explanations  as  to 
the  execution  of  the  decree  of  blockade  of  the  British 
islands,  as  to  vesseb  of  the  United  SUtes. 

The  provisions  of  all  the  regulations  and  treaties 
relative  to  a  state  of  blockade  have  appeared  applicable 
to  the  existing  circumstance ;  and  it  results,  finom  the 
explanations  which  haTe  been  addressed  to  me  by  the 
Imperial  Procureur  General  of  the  Council  of  PriateSy 
that  His  Majesty  has  considered  every  nentral  vessel 
going  from  English  ports,  with  cargoes  of  English 
merchandise,  or  of  English  origin,  as  lawfully  seisabia 
by  French  armed  vessels. 

The  decree  of  blockade  has  been  now  issued  elcTen 
months.  The  principal  Powers  of  Europe,  far  from 
protesting  against  its  provisions,  hsTe  adopted  them. 
They  have  perceived  that  its  execution  must  be  com- 
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pl6te,  to  render  it  more  eflectaal ;  end  it  hes  eeemed 
easy  to  reconcile  these  meunres  with  the  obeerrance 
of  treatlee,  especially  at  a  time  when  the  infractioiia,  hj 
England,  of  the  rights  of  all  maritime  Powers,  render 
their  interest  common,  and  tend  to  miite  them  in  the 
support  of  the  same  cause*    Accept,  dso. 

CHAMPAGNY. 

Here  we  see  that  Armstrong's  and  Cfaampag- 
ny's  letters  exhibit  no  new  source  of  danger  to 
our  seamen,  ships,  and  merchandise ;  but,  on  the 
contrary^  refer  directly  to  the  Emperor's  decision 
in  Regnier's  letter,  already  published  in  substance, 
and  not  attemptea  by  Mr.  Jefferson  to  be  con- 
cealed. Why,  then,  did  he  eay  that  Armstrong's 
and  Champagny's  letters  ought  not  to  be  made 
public,  and,  with  over-abundant  caution,  desire 
the  return  of  them  to  himself?  The  answer  is 
easy.  Had  the  letters  been  published,  the  bold 
imposture  would  have  been  detected.  Although 
the  majorities  in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  re- 
posinpf  a  blind  confidence  in  Mr.  Jefferson,  did 
not  discern  the  imposition,  citizens  abroad  would, 
at  the  first  glance,  have  discovered  and  denounced 
the  cheat ;  and  the  nation,  shocked  at  the  con- 
templated mischief,  would  not  have  acquiesced  in 
the  measure.  But  a  mystery  was  thrown  over 
the  transaction,  by  the  solemn  withdrawing  of 
those  two  harmless  letters ;  which,  it  was  natural 
for  the  people  to  suppose, contained  the  evidences 
of  the  mignty  dangers  against  which  the  entire 
shutting  up  of  our  ports  was  a  necessary  precau- 
tion. The  project  succeeded ;  and  the  people,  for 
near  fifteen  months,  endured  all  the  evils  and 
losses  of  a  suspended  commerce  and  navigation, 
which  had  given  employment  and  subsistence  to 
some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  citizens  on  the 
seaboard,  and  general  prosperity  to  the  country. 
But  what  ought  to  be  the  surprise  of  gentlemen, 
after  all  this  mysterious  secrecy  about  the  two 
letters  of  Armstrong  and  Champagnjr,  to  be  in- 
formed that,  pMcisely  three  months  after  passing 
the  Embargo  law,  to  wit^  on  the  22d  of  March, 
1808,  Mr.  J^fi)*rBon,  of  his  own  accord,  laid  these 
safcne  letters  openly  before  Congress?  But  how? 
Mingled  with  a  mass  of  other  documents,  making 
now  a  printed  volume  of  upwards  of  five  hundred 
pages!  And  strangers  would  not  suspect,  nor 
members  of  Congress  know,  (unless  they  had  good 
memories,)  that  the  two  letters  bad  any  relation 
to  the  embargo. 

I  have  called  the  two  letters  harmless ;  and  so 
they  were,  as  to  any  indications  of  increased  dan- 
ger to  our  seamen,  ships,  and  merchandise ;  but 
in  Champagny's,  may  oe  seen  the  latent  cause  of 
the  embargo.  I  have  before  remarked,  that  the 
etteoce  and  main  opc»'ation  of  the  Berlin  decree, 
declaring  the  British  islands  in  a  state  of  blockade, 
was  the  shutting  up  of  the  ports  of  the  European 
continent  (thence  called  the  continental  system) 
against  all  British  ships,  and  against  all  the  ntan- 
tifactures  and  productions  of  the  British  domin* 
ions,  in  neutral  ships,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing 
and  destroying  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain, 
and  with  that  her  naval  power.  And  the  French 
Minister  tells  General  Armstrong,  that  the  princi- 
pal Powers  of  Europe,  far  from  protesting  against 


the  provisions*  of  the  Berlin  decree  of  blockade, 
had  adopted  them ;  and  that  they  had  perceived 
"  that  its  execution  must  be  complete,  to  render  it 
more  effectual."  And  what  was  wanting  to  ren- 
der it  complete  ?  Nothing  but  to  shut  up,  in  like 
manner,  all  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  be* 
tween  which  and  the  British  dominions  commer- 
cial intercourse  was  of  vast  extent,  and  alike  ad- 
vantageous to  both  countries.  And  this  adoption 
and  completion  of  the  French  Emperor's  conti- 
nental system  was  effected  under  the  deceitful 
name  of  embargo. 

I  pray  gentlemen  to  remember,  that  this  em- 
bargo was  recommended  solely  and  absolut^y  on 
the  great  and  increasing  dangers  to  our  seamen, 
ships,  and  merchandise,  pretended  to  be  mani- 
fested in  the  fotfr  papers  commuaieaied  with  Mr. 
Jefferson's  Message.  Now,  I  will  show,  from  his 
own  documents,  that  both  he  and  Mr.  Madison 
(then  Secretary  of  State)  knew,  and  soon  after 
acknowledged,  that  no  such  dangera  existed. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  his  letter  of  March  25, 1808^ 
(onlv  three  months  sobseqoeiit  to  tk^  Embargo 
law,)  to  the  British  Minister  here,  Mr.  fir^hit, 
referring  to  the  Berlin  decree,  reprrsents  it  as  « 
mere  declaration  of  the  Fr^ch  Kdiperor,  either 
without  the  intention  or  without  the  meatis  to 
carry  it  into  effect  a^inst  the  United  States ;  and 
therefore  not  authonzing  the  retaliatory  measure 
of  the  British  Orders  in  Council. 

But  still  earlier,  on  the  8th  of  February,  1808, 
only  seven  weeks  after  the  embargo  was  imposed, 
Mr.  Madison,  writing  to  General  Armstrong,  and 
pronouncing  the  Berlin  decree,  as  construed  and 
enforced  by  the  Emperor,  to  be  as  well  a  violation 
of  our  treaty  with  France,  as  of  the  incontestable 
principles  of  public  law,  declares — ^  The  conduct 
^  of  the  French  Government,  in  giving  this  ex- 
^  tended  operation  to  its  decree,  and,  indeed,  in 
'  issuing  one  with  such  an  apparent  or  doubtful 
'  import  a^inst  the  rights  of  the%ea.  is  the  more 
*  extraordinary,  inasmuch  as  the  inability  to  en- 
'  force  it  on  that  element  exhibited  the  measure 
'  in  the  light  of  an  empty  menace." 

And  now,  sir,  who  can  think  with  patience  on 
the  extensive  mischiefs  brought  on  the  people  of 
the  United  States  by  this  embarg:o,  when  the  Ber- 
lin decree,  in  which  the  alleged  increased  danger 
lay,  was  known,  and  so  soon  after  was  acknow- 
ledged, to  be  an  empty  menace,  though  solemnly 
declared  by  Mr.  Jefferson  *^  to  show  great  and  in- 
creasing dangers  to  our  vessels,  seamen,  and  mer- 
chandise?" 

I  am  aware^  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  may  be,  as 
it  has  been  said,  that  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil were  a  principal  cause  of  the  embargo ;  but, 
sir,  well  known  tacts  and  the  public  docamenta 
demonstrate  the  assertion  to  be  unfounded.  The 
President,  as  I  have  said,  rested  his  recommenda* 
tion  of  an  embargo  solely  on  the  papers  he  com* 
municated ;  and  in  the  Senate,  (of  which  I  was 
then  a  member,)  while  the  Embargo  bill  was  be- 
fore it,  not  one  word  was  said  of  British  Orders 
in  Council.  Further,  Mr.  Madison  in  his  letter, 
dated  December  23, 1807,  (the  dav  after  the  Em 
bargo  law  was  passed,)  to  Mr.  Finlmey,  (our  fifxo* 
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ister  ID  LondoD,)  says:  ^^I  aTail  myself  of  the 
'  opportQoity  to  enclose  yon  a  copy  of  a  Message 
'  from  the  President  to  Uongress,  and  their  act  in 
^  pursuance  of  it,  laying  an  immediate  embareo 
'  OD  our  yessels  and  exports.    The  policy  and  the 

*  caases  of  the  measure  are  explained  in  the  Mes- 
'  sage  itself."  It  is  true,  that  about  two  months 
afterwards,  when  the  British  Orders  in  Council 
had  become  known,  Mr.  Madison  made  some 
change  in  his  language.  It  was  then  convenient 
to  do  sd.  In  his  letter  of  February  19,  1808}  to 
Mr.  Pinkney,  he  says:    ^My  last,  which  was 

*  committed  to  the  British  packet,  enclosed  a  copy 

*  of  the  act  of  Embargo,  and  explained  the  policy 
'  of  the  measure ;"  artfully  omitting  "  causes,"  and 
adding,   '^amone  the  considerations  which  en- 

*  forced  it,  was  the  probability  of  such  decrees  as 

*  were  issued  by  the  British  Goirernment  on  the 

*  11th  of  November;  the  language  of  the  British 

*  gazettes,  with  other  indicatioDS,liaviDg  left  little 

*  doubt  that  such  were  meditated."  But,  sir,  this 
was  an  afterthought,  eagerly  laid  hold  on  by  the 
advocates  of  the  Administration  to  appease  the 
groTri&|r  discontents  of  the  people,  suffering  under 
a  total  interdict  of  their  commerce,  without  any 
known  cause.  To  put  this  miserable  pretence  at 
rest^  I  win  recur^  in  con€rmatien  of  the  evidence 
I  have  already  given,  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  made  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  23d  of  Norember,  1806, 
of  which  Mr.  Gkorge  W.  Campbell  (now  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury)  was  the  chairman.  In  that 
report  the  committee,  endeavoring  to  repel  the 
charge  of  acquiescence  in  the  unlawful  aggres- 
sions of  either  France  or  England,  say :  *^  The 
'  Milan  decree  of  December,  1807,  can  still  less  rest 

*  for  its  defence  on  the  supposed  acquiescence  of 

*  the  United  States  in  the  British  orders  of  the 
'  precedin|^  month,  since  those  orders,  which  have 
^  not  certainlv  been  acquiesced  in,  were  not  even 

*  known  in  America  at  the  date  of  the  decree." 
Now,  the  decree  of  Milan  was  issued  in  Italy  by 
the  French  Emperor,  on  the  17th  of  December, 
1807 ;  and  it  was  on  the  morning  of  the  nest  day, 
in  this  city,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  recommended  to 
Congress  the  laying  of  the  embargo.  It  was 
grounded,  as  I  have  shown,  solely  on  the  papers 
commuincated  with  this  Message ;  three  of  which, 
and  the  onlv  ones  which  presented  even  the 
semblance  or  danger,  had  recenthr  arrived  from 
France.  I  may  mention  another  fact  corroborat- 
ing the  evidence  that  the  embargo  was  laid  in 
concert  with  the  French  Gk)verBment,  or  in  con- 
formity with  its  views.  Letters  were  received 
in  America,  from  merchants  in  Holland,  stating 
that  Gkneral  Armstrouff  had  said  that  a  general 
embargo  would  take  pwce  in  the  United  States 
immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  Revenge.  And 
the  fhet  was,  (as  I  have  before  stated,)  that  in 
four  days  after  the  despatches  by  the  Revenge 
had  reached  Washington,  the  embargo  was  rec- 
ommended. Still  further,  we  know  that  the 
French  Emperor  **  applauded  the  embargo,"*  and 

*  Jjetter  of  August  6, 1810,  from  the  Proncfa  Minii- 
tcTy  the  Duke  of  Cadcvs,  to  Gensval  AraMtoong. 


that  he  issued  his  Bayonne  decree  April  17, 180& 
directing  all  American  vessels  wnich  should 
thereafter  come  into  any  of  the  ports  of  France 
to  be  seized;  because  no  vessel  of  the  United 
States  could  then  navigate  the  seas  without  vio* 
lating  the  Embargo  law.  And  thus  while  he,  so 
well  pleased  with  the  embargo,-  as  it  came  in  aid 
of,  and  rendered  complete^  his  continental  systemi 
issued  a  decree  to  assist  in  carrying  it  into  per* 
feet  execution,  our  Administration,*  directing 
General  Armstrong  to  *^  remonstrate  against  the 
injustice  and  illegality  of  the  French  decree" 
(that  of  Berlin,  for  the  Milan  decree  had  not  then 
reached  America)  suggested,  that  the  embargo 
would  be  continued  until  the  berlin  decree  shoiud 
be  repealed !  This  farce  might  amuse,  but  for  the 
serious  and  extensive  mischiefs  which  flowed 
from  it. 

But  it  has  been  said  that,  prior  to  the  embargo^ 
there  were  rumors  and  newspa|>er  reports  of  or* 
ders  contemplated  by  the  British  QovernmenL 
like  those  issued  in  November^  1807.  And  dia 
ever  an  intelligent  legislator  think  of  taking  ro* 
mors  and  newspaper  reports  for  the  foundation  of 
a  law ;  esnecialty  of  a  law  which  shut  up  the  porta 
and  interaicted  the  commerce  of  the  whole  na* 
tion~*a  commerce  the  second  only  in  the  world 
for  its  extent?  The  pretence  is  as  shameful  as  it 
is  ridiculous. 

Oae  more  remark :  The  embargo  law  was  ua* 
limited  in  the  terms  of  its  duration,  and  doubtleif 
was  intended,  by  its  pro^ctor,  to  oe  eommensu* 
rate  in  length  or  time  with  the  French  Emperor'ft 
oontinental  system ;  that  is,  with  the  continuaocie 
of  the  European  war;  by  the  termination  of 
which,  had  the  people  suffered  the  embargo  to 
remain,  we  should  have  had  neither  seameD| 
ships,  nor  merchandise.  And  this,  probably,  wn 
the  wished  for  consummation;  for,  in  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's Notes  on  Virginia,  after  a  plausible  flourish 
on  commerce,  and  a  navy  for  its  protection,  he 
says:   *' Perhaps,  to  remove  as  much  as  possible 

*  the  occasions  of  making  war,  it  might  be  bettet 

*  for  us  to  abandon  the  ocean  altogether,  that  be- 
'  ing  the  element  whereon  we  shall  be  prineipaUy 
'  exposed  to  jostle  with  other  nations ;  to  kave 

*  to  others  to  bring  what  we  shall  want,  and  to 
'  carry  what  we  can  spare.  This  would  make  ua 
'  invulnerable  to  Europe,  by  offering  none  of  out 

*  property  to  their  prize,  and  would  turn  all  our 
^  citizens  to  the  cultivation  of  the  earth."  "  It 
'  might  be  time  enough  to  seek  employment  fov 
^  them  at  sea  when  the  land  no  longer  offers  it.^ 

I  have  gone  back  to  the  embargo,  beeauee^ 
though  it  was  not  the  first  attempt  to  interrupt  a 
friendly  and  useful  intercourse  with  Great  Brit* 
ain;  yet  it  was  the  first  great  measure  lereUed 
against  her,  and  against  our  own  ccHnmerce  and 
prosperity.  It  was  the  first  fpreat  link  in  thati 
chain  of  ruinous  measures  with  which  we  faara 
been  bound  for  the  last  six  years,  and  the  fruitful 
source  of  all  the  evils  with  which  we  have  beea 
afSicted;  it  produced  non-intereoarse,  non^loih 

•  Mr.  Madison's  letter  lo  Gensral  Armst»mg»  daia^ 
Fefanwiy  8»  1808. 
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iMrtation,  and  war.  For  the  embargo  haTing 
leea  imposed  (as  I  hare  demonstrated)  in  coacert 
with,  or  io  subserFiency  to  France,  could  not  be 
abandoned  without  some  substitute.  And  this 
was  the  non -intercourse  law.  The  people  bein? 
unwilling  to  submit  any  loncer  to  the  continental 
system,  which,  having  for  fourteen  months  shut 
up  all  our  ports,  was  driring  them  to  beegary  and 
ruin.  The  |)orts,  therefore,  were  opened,  and  our 
vessels  permitted  to  depart,  and  carry  with  them 
our  productions  and  merchandise  to  all  countries, 
except  those  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  and 
their  dependencies.  The  effect  of  this  absurd 
meaiture  (originating  partly  in  the  pride  of  the 
Administration,  who  had  relied  so  much  on  the 
efficacy  of  their  restrictive  energies)  was  seriously 
injurious  to  ourselves,  by  compelling  our  mer- 
chants to  send  their  cargoes  to  other  countries 
than  those  where  they  were  chiefly  to  be  con- 
aumed. 

This  absurd  non-intercourse  law,  though  per* 
/eetly  acquiesced  in  by  Great  Britain,  was  used 
by  the  French  Emperor  (whom  in  construction 
and  practice  it  was  really  intended  to  favor)  as  a 
pretence  for  the  decree  of  Rambouillet,  under 
which  American  property,  to  the  amount  of  some 
millions  of  dollars,  was  seized  in  the  ports  of 
France  and  her  dependencies,  and  connscated; 
while  all  American  property  in  English  porto  re- 
mained perfectly  secure :  for  the  non-intercourse 
law  itself  expired  at  the  end  of  the  succeeding 
aession  of  Congress,  which  was  the  28th  of  June, 
1809;  after  which  American  vessels  resorted  free- 
ly to  English  ports,  some  to  French  porta,  and 
"many  to  the  ports  of  the  dependencies  of  France, 
which  gave  the  opportunity  to  the  French  Em- 
peror to  make  the  extensive  seizures  I  have  men- 
tioned.   The  like  difference  of  conduct  was  ex- 
hibited on  the  ocean.  By  British  armed  ships  our 
merchant  vessels  (not  destined  to  French  ports) 
were  convoyed  and   guarded;   while,    by    the 
French  cruisers,  they  were  burnt,  or  captured, 
and  carried  in  and  condemned.(7) 
-  The  non-intercourse  law  beins  about  to  expire, 
another  law  was  introduced  and  enacted,  giving 
power  to  the  President  to  revive  the  most  mate- 
rial sections  of  the  non-intercourse  law ;  one  be- 
ing that  of  non-importation,  against  either  of  the 
two  great  belligerents  who  should  not  revoke  his 
decrees  or  orders  when  revoked  by  the  other. 
And  this  power  was  exercised  against  England 
vpon  the  pretended  repeal  of  the  French  decrees ; 
although,  as  soon  as  was  practicable  after  their 
actual  repeal,  the  British  Government  revoked 
their  Orders  in  Council — those  orders  which  were 
made  a  chief  cause  for  declaring  war ;  and  the 
revocation  of  which,  had  the  knowledge  arrived 
in  time,  would,  as  the  honorable  Speaker  has  ad- 
mitted, have  prevented  the  declaration.  But  their 
levocation  was  expected  by  our  Administration ; 
and  therefore  it  was,  unquestionably,  that  the 
declaration  of  war  was  hastened — was  precipi- 
tated— lest  the  news  of  the  revocation  should  ar- 
rive and  prevent  it.    The  evidence  that  the  rev- 
•cation  was  so  expected,  appears  in  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Russell  to  the  Secretary  of  Sute,  bearing 


date  the  17th  of  September,  1812,  purporting  to 
recite  a  conversation  between  him  and  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh,  in  which  Mr.  Russell  says:   ^'As  to  the 

*  supposed  ignorance  in  America  of  the  revoca- 
'  tion  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  at  the  time  my  io- 
^  structions  were  dated,  I  observed,  that  if  this 

*  ignorance  did  in  fact  exist,  yet,  from  certain  ex- 
'  pressions  in  those  instructions,  an  expectation 
^  of  such  a  measure  seems  to  have  been  coofident- 
'  ly  entertained,  and  the  Orders  in  Council  ap- 
'  peared  no  looser  to  form  an  obstacle  to  a  recon- 

*  ciliatioo."  Now,  the  first  instroctiona  here  re- 
ferred to.  are  dated  only  eight  days  after  the  war 
was  declared!  And  yet  neither  the  want  of 
troops,  nor  the  want  of  money  to  support  them, 
nor  any  other  considerations,  could  prevail  on  the 
Government  to  postpone  the  declaration,  even  for 
a  very  short  period,  though  strennoasly  urged, 
particularly  by  Mr.  Bayard,  in  the  Senate. 

That  this  war  was  declared  (as  the  unlimited 
embargo  had  been  enacted)  in  concert  and  co- 
operation with  France,  a  long  train  of  proceed- 
ings, gradually  preparing  the  public  mind  fox  that 
result,  leave  little  room  to  doubt.  The  time,  too, 
whicn  was  chosen  for  the  declaration  conflrmt 
the  opinion  of  such  concert  and  co-operation;  for 
it  coincided  with  the  movements  ot  the  French 
army  for  the  invasion  of  Russia :  and  this  new 
war  would  naturally  divert  a  part  of  the  naval  and 
military  forces  of  Great  Britain  from  a  prosecution 
of  the  war  aeainst  Bona[>arte  in  Europe,  to  the 
protection  of  her  own  territories  in  America.  Bat 
there  is  direct  evidence  that  the  Minister  of  the 
United  States  in  Paris  (Mr.  Barlow)  knew  that 
war  would  take  place  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  long  before  the  news  of  it 
could  have  travelled  from  America  to  France. 

Congress  declared  war  against  Great  Britain 
on  the  18th  of  June,  1812.  In  that  Summer,  Cap- 
tain John  White,  of  Salem,  master  of  a  ship  then 
in  one  of  the  French  ports,  was  in  Paris,  and  there 
Mr.  Barlow  told  him  that  this  war  would  take 

rlace.  The  information  is  stated  in  a  letter  which 
hold  in  my  hand,  from  a  gentleman  of  reputa- 
tion, who  topk  it  from  the  mouths  of  his  father 
and  his  father's  partner  in  trade,  (gentlemen 
whom  I  have  known  these  forty  yeanL  and  who 
are  entitled  to  full  credit,)  who  derived  their  in- 
formation from  Henry  White,  a  brother  of  Cap* 
tain  John  White.  Those  two  merchants  meeting 
Henry  White,  (they  think  a  little  after  the  war 
took  place,)  stopped  to  talk  with  him:  ''Among 
'  other  questions  they  asked  him,  if  he  did  not  ex- 
'  pect  his  brother  from  France  soon?    No,say<s 

*  Mr.  White,  and  immediately  of  his  Own  accord, 
'  mentioned  his  reason ;  which  was,  that  they 
'  (the  owners  of  the  ship  commanded  by  John 
'  White,  of  whom  Henry  White  was  one)  had 
'  iust  received  a  letter  from  his  brother  John,  in- 

*  forming  them  that  he  had  been  assured  by  Mr. 
'  Barlow,  that  there  would  be  war  between  the 
'  United  States  and  Eng[land  immediately,  and 
'  this  would  probably  detain  him  (Captain  white) 
'  in  France,  till  he  could  proceed  with  more  safe- 
'  ty  than  at  that  season  of  the  year.  He  request- 
'  ed  them  in  hia  letter  to  endeavor  to  get  him  ex* 
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'  chaoged  as  aoon  as  possible,  in  case  be  sbould 
'  be  Ukeo." 

I  sball  DOW,  Mr.  Chairman,  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  ImpretSTnents, 

The  gentleman   from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Calhoun,)  with  his  usual  courtesy  of  language, 
said,  that,  '^to  the  shame  of  gentlemen  in  theOp- 
'  position,  thef  tried  to  diminish  the  number  of 
'  impressed  seamen ;  that  gentlemen  most  nearly 
'  concerned  in  the  protection  of  seamen  were  op* 
<  posed  to  the  measures  of  Qovernment  intended 
'  for  their  relief,  and  felt  less  sympathy  for  our 
*■  seafaring  citizens  than  those  who  nad  no  imme- 
'  diate  connexion  with  them."    These  are  TCry 
extraordinary  charges,  and  the  supposition  is  so 
unnatural,  that  those  whose  fathers,  sons,  and 
brothers  are  exposed  to  impressments,  should  feel 
less  sympathy  for  them  than  was  felt  by  gentle- 
men from  the  interior,  and  who  never  saw  a  sailor 
or  ship  till  they  came  to  this  city,  that  the  gen- 
tleman ought  to  hare  paused  before  he  brought 
this  accusation  against  us— he  ought  to  ha?e 
doabted  its  correctness.    We  do  feel  for  our  sea- 
iariDg  brethren  as  we  ought,  but  have  no  purpose 
to  answer  by  gross  exaggerations  of  the  numbers 
impressed ;  we  wish  to  come  at  the  truth  of  facts. 
That  there  should  exist  such  superior  and  extreme 
sensibility  for  impressed  seamen,  among  those  who 
have  no  immediate  connexion  with  them,  is,  in 
the  nature  of  things^  incredible;  we  are  author- 
ised to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  such  professions, 
and  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Calhoun]|  who  allows 
himself  to  call  the  members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  a  "  factious  opposition,"  most  excuse  me 
if  I  say  that  I  do  not  belicFe  those  professions  to 
be  sincere. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calhouii )  said,  that  ^  if  the  facts  and  nature  of 
'  the  case  were  not  disguised,  there  would  be  but 
^  one  mind  among  the  people."    Here  I  am  hap- 

5y  to  agree  with  the  gentleman.  The  subject 
as  indeed  been  disguised,  but  not  by  us.  I  will 
strip  it  of  its  disguise,  by  which  the  people  hare 
been  deceived,  and  eiideaFor  to  present  it  in  the 
simple  garb  of  truth. 

British  impressments  of  American  seamen  hare 
constituted  a  subject  of  discussion  between  the 
two  Governments  for  more  than  twenty  years — 
yet  no  practical  remedy,  satisfactory  to  both,  has 
yet  been  discovered.  This  proves  that  the  ques- 
tion involves  great  intrinsic  difficulties.  But 
these  proceed  from  the  novelty  of  our  condition — 
a  part  broken  off  from  a  nation  speaking  the 
same  language — the  division  and  separation  of 
children  of  the  same  family,  and  not  from  the 
general  nature  of  impressment,  when  one  nation 
takes  its  own  seamen  from  the  merchant  vessels 
of  neutrals  speakinj;  different  languages.  The 
light  of  every  maritime  nation  thus  to  takeaway 
its  own  subjects,  must  rest  on  the  principle  of 
allejsiance,  which  all  men  owe  to  the  country  in 
which  they  were  born.    The  practice  of  the  two 

great  maritime  nations  of  Europe,  Eng[land  and 
ranee,  I  willnow  exhibit  to  the  Committee  from 
the  pamphlet  I  hold  in  my  hand,  entitled  "  Per- 
petual War,  the  policy  of  Mr.  Madison."    This 


pamphlet  was  written  by  a  gentleman  whom  I 
well  know;  a  gentleman  distinguished  for  his 
learning  and  abilities,  for  his  knowledge  of  the 
common  law  and  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  not 
less  distinguished  for  his  integrity  and  patriotism. 
Sir,  I  thina  myself  honored  when  I  call  this  gen- 
tleman my  friend.  On  the  diligence  of  research 
and  accuracy  of  quotation  by  such  a  man  we  may 
confidently  rely. 

On  the  practice  of  Qreat  Britain  he  says — 
*^  The  first  instruction  I  have  met  with,  was  one 
issued  bv  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  England,  to  Sir  John  Pennington, 
dated  April  4, 1640 :" 

''As  you  meet  with  any  men  of  war,  merchants,  or 
other  ships  or  Tessels,  belonging  to  any  foreign  Prince 
or  State,  either  at  sea  or  in  any  xoad  where  yon  or  any 
of  His  Majesty's  fleet  may  happen  to  come,  yon  are  to 
send  to  see  whether  there  be  any  of  His  Miyesty's  sub- 
jects on  board ;  and  if  any  seamen,  gunners,  pilots,  or 
mariners  (whether  English,  Scotch,  or  Irish)  be  found 
on  board,  yon  are  to  cause  such  of  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jects to  be  taken  forth,  and  so  disposed  of  ss  they  be 
forthcoming  to  answer  their  contempt  of  Hb  Majesty's 
proclamation  in  thai  kind."  % 

The  writer  here  remarks,  that  *'  by  the  procU- 

*  mation  here  spoken  of,  is  intended  the  usual 
'  proclamation  issued  by  all  Sovereigns,  in  the 
'  present  war — hj  France, Denmark,  Spain,  and 

*  England— ordering^  home  all  their  seamen  from 

*  the  service  of  foreign  States,  neutral  as  well  as 
'  belligerent."    He  continues — 

*^  The  above  cited  instruction  was  repeatedly  carried 
into  efiect,  and  the  partienlar  cases  are  cited  by  Vriteis 
on  tlas  subject.  In  a  very  £unou's  case  in  the  year 
1687,  four  Scotchmen  and  a  boy  were  taken  out  of  a 
Dutch  ship  of  war ;  and  complaint  hairing  been  made 
by  the  Dutch  Government,  it  was  relened  to  the  Judge 
of  Admiralty,  Sir  Richard  Baines.  The  memorial  com- 
plained that  this  practice  might  be  inconvenient  to 
foreign  ships  in  stress  of  weather,  and  would  hinder 
merchant  ships  in  their  voyages,  dec  To  which  Sir 
Richard  Raines  reptied,  'As  if  His  Majesty  must  be 
deprived  of  the  use  of  his  own  subjects  for  his  own  ex- 
peditions, that  foreigners  might  nse  them  for  theirs." 

The  pamphlet  goes  on — 

"  We  find  that  the  same  claims,  the  same  objections, 
and  the  same  rational  and  just  answers,  were  made  in 
the  reign  of  James  II.,  as  at  the  present  day.  In  the 
reign,  however,  of  Cluurlas  II.,  great  complaints  having 
been  made  of  the  search  of  foreign  shipe  ef  war,  the 
instructions  were  modified  so  as  only  to  include  mer- 
chant Vessels;  and  the  instructions  and  practice  have 
continued  the  same  from  that  period  to  the  present" 

It  appears  that  these  instructions  have  been  ex- 
ecute!^ both  against  the  Dutch  and  French,  and 
have  been  issued  to  every  officer,  in  every  war, 
for  nearly  two  hundred  years;  and  the  writers 
who  speaK  of  the  right  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IL 
call  it  an  ancient  and  acknowledged  right. 

The  practice  of  ImipreaemerU  by  /Vance.— The 
writer  of  the  pamphlet  says — 

•  The  authority  I  shall  cite  will  be  Mons.  Le  Beau, 
now  Buperintondent  m  Paris  of  the  details  of  the  Uws 
relative  to  the  marine  and  the  colonies.  I  have,  how- 
ever, in  every  case,  taken,  not  the  inferences  of  Mr. 
Le  Bean,  but  tiie  laws  and  ordinances  themselves." 
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*'  By  the  laws  of  France,  ever  sinee  the  reigti  of 
Louis  XIV.,  all  French  seamen  are  classed ;  and  there 
are  regfular  officers  appointed  to  enrol  and  license  them. 
Without  such  an  enrolment  no  man  can  exercise  erea 
the  hoat  or  fishing  navigation." 

<*  By  an  edict  of  February,  1650,  all  masters  of  ves- 
sels,  being  French  subjects,  are  forbidden,  whether 
they  are  domiciliated  in  France  or  not,  that  is,  whether 
they  have  acquired  another  domicil  or  home  in  a  for- 
eign country  or  not,  to  take  commissions  from,  or  use 
any  other  flag  than  that  of  France,  under  the  penalty 
of  being  treated  as  pirates.*' 

"By  an  edict  of  August,  1676,  the  pain  of  death, 
which  had  been  before  inflicted  on  all  the  subjects  of 
France  found  in  the  service  of  foreign  States  or  Prin- 
ces, was  changed  for  that  of  service  in  the  galleys  for 

life." 

"  By  an  edict  of  October,  1784,  it  is  provided,  that 
any  classed  seamen  who  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be 
found  serving  in  any  foreign  ships,  shall  be  sentenced 
to  fifteen  days  confinement,  and  reduced  to  the  lowest 
wages,  and  shall  serve  two  years  extraordinary  at  the 
lowest  rate ;  but  those  who  in  time  of  war  shall  be  ar- 
rested in  foreign  ships,  or  passing  into  foreign  coun- 
tries, shall  be  sentenced  to  three  years  service  in  the 
galleys." 

The  writer  of  the  pamphlet,  after  showing  that 
France,  like  England,  mainuins,  in  respect  to 
her  native  subiecu,  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  al- 
legiance, concludes  with  stating  one  out  of  many 
cases  in  which  France  has  carried  these  princi- 
ples into  eflfect  on  the  seas: 

<«  tn  the  year  1806  Admiral  Willannex,  in  a  French 
ddp  called  Uie  Foudroyant,  met  with  an  American 
brig,  and  forcibly  took  out  four  French  seamen,  who 
bad  entered  in  this  country.  Not  content  witfi  im- 
pressing Uiem,  he  wrote  as  follows  to  General  Tur- 
reau,  Ambaseador  of  France: 

<<  My  Lord — I  have  juit  apprehended  four  seamen, 
desertem  from  the  Valeureuse  frigate,  whom  I  found 
on  board  an  American  brig,  where  they  had  engaged 
at  seventeen  dollars  a  montii.  Now,  sb,  if  you  can 
succeed  in  making  the  American  Government  pay 
down  a  compensation  for  thus  seducing  our  seamen, 
you  will  punirii  it  in  a  muiner  it  feels  mosly  its  awiee^ 
as  those  people  have  been  for  three  years  seducing  our 
best  men  from  us." 

Having,  Mr.  Chairman,  exhibited  the  evidences 
of  the  long  established  practice  of  impressment 
by  the  two  great  nations  with  whom  our  rela- 
tions are  the  most  inieresting,and  mentioned  the 
general  principle  on  which  that  practice  is  found- 
ed, i  will  consider  its  application  to  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  Qreat  Britain. 

That  the  right  of  any  Sovereign  in  Europe,  to 
take  his  natural  born  suojects  found  on  board  neu- 
tral merchant  vessels,  should  not  there  have  been 
?ittestioned.  is  to  be  accounted  for  from  the  simple 
act,  that  the  doctrine  of  allegiance,  on  which  the 
right  of  such  taking  or  impressing  is  founded,  is 
not  itself  called  in  question.  And  the  exercise  of 
the  right  was  not  attended  with  any  difficalty ; 
beeavse,  the  nations  of  Europe  speaking  different 
iangnages,  it  was  easy  to  disiingiiiah  the  aabjeols 
of  each,  and  thos  to  avoid  the  mistakeaand  hard- 
ships of  which  we  complain*  The  principle  of 
allegiance,  and  the  long  nsag«  of  the  European 


nations,  have  constituted  the  law  on  thia  aabjett; 
and  by  maintaining  our  connexion  with  that  civil- 
ized portion  of  the  world,  and  in  forming  a  part 
of  that  societjr  of  nations,  we  must  consent  to  be 
governed  by  its  public  law.  The  diviaiott  and 
separation  of  one  people,  and  so  forming  two  nn» 
tions  speaking  the  same  language,  can  make  no 
change  in  the  nature  of  things ;  and  it  as  litda 
comports  with  decency  as  with  reason,  that  be- 
cause we  at  present  suffer  some  ineonvenienee 
from  it,  we  should  demand  that  this  general  law 
of  nations  should  be  abolished.  As  the  British 
right  of  impressing  their  native  subjects  from 
neutral  merchant  vessels  is  incontrovertible,  so  is 
ours ;  and  that  Gtovernment  has  publicly  declnred, 
that  we  have  the  same  right  to  take  oor  native 
seamen  from  her  merchant  vessels  that  she  claims 
and  exercises  in  taking  hers  from  our  merchant 
vessels. 

What  then  is  to  be  done?  A  new  case  has  oc- 
curred— an  evil  has  arisen  out  of  it — ^and  a  remed  j* 
is  wanting ;  but,  after  more  than  twenty  years  tnT 
claims,  discussions,  and  negotiations,  a  remedy 
has  not  yet  been  found;  and  because  it  is  not 
Ibund,  our  <3ovemment  makes  war  on  Great  Brit- 
ain to  compel  her  to  abandon  an  incontroTcrtibie 
right,  or  to  discontinue  its  exercise  in  a  manner 
equivalent  to  soch  abandonment !  There  can  be 
no  remedy  but  that  which  shall  result  from  nego- 
tiations fairly  condocted,  and  with  a  sincere  de^ 
sire  to  provide  a  new  role  adapted  to  this  new 
case ;  and  until  that  be  discovermt,  Ghent  Britain 
will  neither  abandon  the  right  nor  saspend  the 
practice. 

We  may  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope,  with 
clearer  views,  examine  the  conduct  of  onr  Gov- 
ernment on  this  difficult  subject. 

Mr.  Madison  has  maintained  the  position,  that 
although  the  law  of  nations  allows  a  bdligerent 
to  enter  and  search  neatral  vessels  for  the  persons 
and  property  of  enemies,  yet  that  it  does  not  per- 
mit him  to  enter  and  search  the  same  vessels  ist 
his  own  subjects  and  his  own  property. 

I  have  already  attempted,  and  l  hope  socces8<«- 
fully,  to  show  why  no  positive  rule  m  this  cane 
has  been  found  in  writers  on  the  law  df  nntioBB ; 
because  the  right  being  unquestioned,  no  positive 
explicit  rule  was  necessary.  In  a  ease  so  clears 
^  reason,  whose  aothority  is  <^  so  much  weight  in 
the  law  of  nations,"  was  a  sufficient  gnide. 

But,  after  admitting  the  right  of  a  belligerent 
to  enter  and  search  neotral  vessels  on  the  high 
seas,  and  to  take  awav  the  persons  and  property 
of  his  enemies,  would  it  not  seem  strange  if  ha 
had  no  right  to  enter  and  search  and  take  away 
what,  without  question,  was  his  own  ?  Why  in 
he  allowed  to  take  his  enenuea  and  their  pnf 
erty  ?  Because  he  b»  a  right,  and  it  is  his  dotf  , 
to  lessee  their  power  and  menns  of  continni^ 
the  war.  Bnt  of  how  mnch  more  value  is  a  snW 
ject  who  will  actively  contribote  to  carry  on  thn 
war,  than  the  person  of  an  enemy  who  must  bn 
supported  at  gieat  expense,  and  require,  as  gnard^ 
the  suMects  who  woold  otherwise  be  em|4oyea 
in  the  n«d  or  on  shipboard  in  reducing  the 
my's  power  t    The  ocean  is  antarcPa 
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moD,  where  all  nations  have  the  right  to  eater ; 
where  all  hare  eqoal  jurisdiction;  and  where 
each  has  the  right  to  search  for  and  take  his  own, 
whether  persons  or  property.  This,  to  noadul- 
terated  reason,  seems  so  plain,  that  to  deny  it 
mast  shock  the  common  sense  of  mankind. 

It  is  also  said,  that  a  belligerent  who  enters  on 
board  a  neutral  merchant  vessel  to  search  for  and 
take  his  own  subjects  and  their  property,  violates 
the  sovereignty  of  the  neutral  nation ;  and  that 
to  submit  to  iu  would  be  to  surrender  its  inde- 
pendence. If  tnere  can  be  any  violation  of  sov- 
ereignty and  independence  in  this  case,  it  must 
"be  by  the  entry  and  search,  and  not  by  doing  that 
for  which  alone  the  entry  and  search  take  place. 
Bat  as  the  entry  and  seilrch  in  one  case  is  not  im- 
agined to  violate  the  sovereignty  and  independ- 
ence of  the  nentral^  neither  can  it  in  the  other. 

With  regard  to  the  number  of  native  American 
seamen  on  board  British  armed  ships,  since  the 
war.  I  think  it  probable  that  as  maby  native  Brit- 
ish sestmen  have  served  on  board  our  own.  I 
have  received  information  entitled  to  credit,  that 
about  half  the  crew  of  the  Constitution,  when 
she  took  the  British  frigate  Java,  were  of  foreign 
origin,  British,  Danes,  Swedes,  ^.,  and  that  half, 
or  rather  more  than  half  of  the  foreigners  were 
English,  Scotch,  and  Irish.  Although  British 
seamen,  in  order  to  get  protections  and  employ- 
ment in  American  vessels,  do  not  hesitate  to  de- 
cUtre  themselves  to  be  Americans,  yet  the  natural 
frankoees  of  a  sailor,  and  tnany  circumstances 
difficolc  to  be  long  concealed,  diacorer.  in  the 
course  t>f  a  voyage,  to  what  oonntry  he  oeloAj^ 
There  is  nothing  very  eztraordiaarv- in  British 
seamen  serving  m  our  ships.  I  well  remember 
in  our  Revolotionary  war,  having  understood 
that  many  British  seamen  entered  on  board  o«ir 
private  armed  vessels,  and  thiat  an  experienced 
British  sailor  for  the  important  station  of  boat« 
swain  was  then  deemed  a  great  acquisition. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  his  letter  of  January  5, 1804, 
to  Mr.  Monroe,  (then  our  Minister  in  London,} 
supposes,  very  preposterously,  that  of  the  seamen 
impressed  from  American  vessels,  very  few  were 
British  subjects ;  because  of  the  applications  made 
to  the  Ministers  and  agents  of  the  United  States, 
in  London,  to  obtain  their  release^nly  about  one- 
twentieth  were  detained  as  real  British  subjects. 
But  in  cases  that  were  clear,  as  the  greatest  part 
must  have  been,  as  to  real  British  subjects  im- 
pressed, no  such  applications  would  be  made, 
british  naval  officers,  well  acquainted  as  they 
must  be  with  the  manner  of  speaking  peculiar  to 
the  Scotch  and  Irish,  and  to  Englishmen  in  many 
parts  of  England,  where  their  speech  has  pe- 
culiarities almost  as  distinct  as  those  of  the 
Scotch  and  Irish,  would  seldom  fail  to  distin- 
guish all  these  from  native  Americans.  The 
"twentieth  part,''  therefore,  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Madison  detained  as  British  subjects,  (being,  by 
his  statement,  102  out  of  2.059  who  had  been  im- 

Eressed  from  1793,  when  the  war  between  Eng- 
tnd  and  France  commenced,  to  September,  1801,) 
must  have  consisted  of  those  few  who  had  the 
confidence  to  declare  themselves  to  be  Americans, 


and  hoped  to  escape  detection.  Of  that  whole 
number,  he  says  1,142  had  been  discharged,  or  or- 
dered to  be  so,  as  not  being  British  subjects.  Dis- 
charges of  some  others  had  been  previously  ob^ 
tained  on  the  applications  of  our  Ministers,  Mr. 
Pinkney  and  Mr.  King. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  present  to  the  Com- 
mittee a  train  of  facts  which  must  convince  every 
candid  mind,  that  the  accounts  of  the  numbers  of 
impressed  native  American  seamen  have  been 
vastly  exaggerated ;  and  that  instead  of  six  thou- 
sand and  upwards,  according  to  the  official  state- 
ments, probably  not  as  many  hundreds  were  then 
held  under  impressments. 

Mr.  Chairman,  before  I  exhibit  the  evidence  in 
my  possession,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  inform  the 
Committee,  that  an  attempt  was  made  in  Massa- 
chusetts to  ascertain,  by  official  investigations, 
the  number  of  seamen  belonging  to  that  State 
who  had  been  or  were  then  impressed  by  Great 
Britain,  France,  or  any  foreign  Power,  by  requir- 
ing the  selectmen  and  assessors  of  the  several 
towne,  districts,  and  plantations,  to  examine  and 
make  returns  thereof,  to  be  laid  before  the  Legis- 
lature.   For  this  purpose  a  resolve  was  passed  is 
the  -House  of  Representatives,  but  was  rejected 
by  the  Senate  of  that  Stiite.    The  members  of 
the  latter  body  bad  been  elected  in  the  €hsrrff* 
fnander  districts  into  which  the  State  had  been 
formed,  imeonstitutionilly^  and  in  open  outrarge- 
of  all  the  reguUt  institutions  and  arrangements 
of  the  State  ftom  its  foundation,  and  of  that  or- 
der and  decorum  which  had  distinguished  the 
country  from  the  early  settlement  of  the  province. 
Every  gentleman,  it  is  presumed,  now  under- 
stands the  meaning  of  the  word  uerrymandet^ 
first  applied  in  Massachusetts  to  a  district  monr 
stroualy  distorted,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
elections  suited  to  the  views  of  the  then  tempo- 
rarily dominant  party.    Mr.  Qerry  (now  the  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States)  being  then  the 
Governor,  and  approving  of  the  act,  the  mongter 
was  called  after  him,  the  Oerrymander.    Other 
districts  were  similarly  distorted,  and  the  ex- 
pected effect  ensued.    Of  forty  Senators  to  be 
chosen  in  a  State  decidedly  Federal,  twenty-nine 
were  Democrats.    It  was  this  Democratic  ma- 
jority^  in  their  political  year  1812-'13,  which 
negatived  the  resolve  I  have  mentioned,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  discovery  of  the  troth  relative  to 
impressments — the  purposes  of  the  party  being 
better  promoted  by  shutting  the  light  from  the 
eyes  or  the  people,  and  taUcing  of  thousands  of 
impressed  seamen,  when  the  probability  was  that 
the  number  was  comparativelv  small. 

Although  disappointed  in  tneir  fair  attempt  to 
ascertain,  by  official  returns,  the  precise  number 
of  seamen  in  the  whole  State  who  had  been  im- 
pressed, whether  natives  or  foreigners,  and  of  the 
latter,  to  what  nations  they  belonged ;  the  meas- 
ure adopted  by  the  committee  of  the  Hottse  of 
Representatives  enabled  them  to  exhibit  a  body 
of  facts  from  which  a  tolerably  correct  opinion 
might  be  formed  of  the  whole  number  of  im- 
pressed seamen,  not  of  the  seaports  only,  but  of 
all  the  towns  (which  there  mean  townships)  and 
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r laces  ia  the  State.  Their  report  to  the  House 
hold  in  my  band.  Anaezed  to  it  are  fifty  depo- 
sitions relative  to  impressments,  by  merchantS| 
masters  of  vessels,  and  others,  vrithoat  distinction 
of  political  parties.  It  would  be  improper  to  re- 
peat here  such  a  mass  of  evidence ;  but  if  any 
gentleman  desire  to  examine  it,  the  pamphlet  is 
at  his  service.    I  can  read  only  some  parts  of  it. 

Mr.  William  Grey,  formerly  of  Salem,  now' of 
Boston,  so  well  known  for  his  wealth  and  the 
great  extent  of  his  shipping  and  commerce,  de- 
poses and  says — 

"  I  have  been  engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation 
forty  or  fifty  years,  and  have  for  the  last  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  employed  aboat  three  hundred  seamen 
annually  upon  an  average. 

"  I  recollect  the  following  cases  of  impressments  and 
,  detentions  of  seamen.  In  the  year  181 1»  while  one  of 
my  vessels,  the  Rachel,  was  at  Leith,  in  Scotland,  two 
of  my  men,  viz :  Samuel  Tuck,  and  I  think  Israel  Foster, 
were  impressed  firom  the  vessel ;  one  of  them  I  under- 
stood escaped  from  the  man-of-war,  and  reached  my 
vessel  before  she  left  Leith ;  the  other  I  underrtood 
effected  his  escape  with  the  aid  of  a  waterman  at  Liv- 
erpool. I  cannot  recollect  any  otiier  cases  of  impress- 
ments by  the  British  from  my  vessels ;  but,  from  the 
multiplicity  of  my  business,  it  is  almost  impossible  for 
me  to  remember  the  individual  cases ;  I  have  no  doubt 
the  aforesaid  Tuck  had  a  protection. 

"  I  recollect  no  cases  of  impressments  and  detentions 
by  the  French,  except  the  three  Swedes  taken  soon 
after  the  affiur  of  the  Chesapeake^  and  which  are 
stated  in  my  letter  to  Colonel  Pickering,  in  the  year 
1808. 

"  I  have  had  whole  crews  taken  in  my  vessels  when 
they  have  been  captured  both  by  the  English  and 
French ;  but  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  men  in 
those  cases  were  impressed  or  detained  by  those  na- 
tions." 

[The  whole  deposition  was  read  together  with 
several  others,  but  they  would  occupy  too  much 
room  to  be  printed  here.  Mr.  Gray  mentions 
four  other  eases,  within  his  knowledge,  of  im- 
pressments of  men  belonging  to  Salem.  One  was 
released  on  his  application  ;  he  did  know  what 
became  of  the  other  three.  Four  fishermen  were 
impressed  off  Halifax ;  they  belonged  to  Salem, 
were  sent  for,  and  immediately  released.  He  men- 
tions a  letter  from  the  supercargo  of  a  ship  be- 
longing to  Philadelphia,  on  which  he  was  an  un- 
derwriter, stating  that  her  whole  crew  had  been 
impressed ;  but  Mr.  Gray  adds,  that  the  captain 
in  his  protest  made  no  mention  of  the  impress- 
ment of  the  crew.  He  thinks  he  recollects  three 
or  four  more  cases  of  men  impressed,  generally 
from  Salem.  The  other  cases  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Gray,  are  omitted  as  not  material  here,  and  be- 
cause these  with  all  others  in  the  depositions  are 
comprehended  in  the  summary  reported  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  Bdassachusetts.] 

It  will  be  proper  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  inform 
the  Committee  of  the  occasion  on  which  Mr. 
Gray  wrote  me  the  letter  mentioned  in  his  depo- 
sition. Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  Message  of  Decem- 
ber 18,  1807,  having  pretended  that  one  reason 
for  recommending  an  embargo  was  to  save  our 
seamen  from  impressments,  I  wrote  to  my  friend, 


Mr.  Goodhue,  (formerly  a  Senator  in  Congress 
from  Massachusetts,)  for  information  concerning 
impressments.  He  put  the  letter  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Gray,  who,  on  the  8th  of  January,  (seven- 
teen days  only  after  the  embargo  law  had  passed,) 
sent  me  the  following  answer,  which  is  subjoined 
to  his  deposition: 

**  81.1.BM,  January  6,  1808. 

"  8ia :  Our  mutual  friend,  Mr.  Goodhue,  has  shown 
me  a  letter,  in  which  I  think  you  ask  what  is  the  ex- 
tent of  the  complsint  against  the  British  for  impress- 
ments of  our  seamen.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  give 
J  on  my  opinion,  that  since  the  Chesapeake  mffiur  we. 
ave  had  no  cause  of  complaint.  I  cannot  find  oae 
single  instance  where  they  have  taken  one  man  out  s^ 
m  merdiant  vcmcI.  I  have  had  more  than  twenty  vee- 
sell  arrive  in  the  time,  without  one  instance  of  m  man's 
being  tsken  by  them*  except  three  Swedes  that  wsn 
taken  out  by  m  French  frigate.  I  have  made  inqony 
of  the  commanders  of  all  the  vessels  that  have  arnved 
in  this  vicinity,  and  cannot  find  any  complaints  agatnet 
the  British  cruisers  I  think  the  British  engaging 
that  our  national  ships  shall  not  be  searched,  ougki  to 
satisfy  us  on  that  head.  I  presume  the  only  cause  odT 
the  embargo  was  the  threat  of  Bonaparte,  that  he 
would  put  his  decree  of  November  31st  in  force.  Thii 
I  think  was  not  sufficient  to  justify  so  strong  a  meas- 
ure. May  we  expect  the  embargo  will  be  off  soon— or 
must  we  wait  to  hear  from  France  ?  Y^ien  you  have 
a  moment's  leisure,  will  you  write  what  is  the  pros- 
pect of  the  times  as  paiticnlar  as  you  can  consistently  1 
You  know  my  whole  estate  is  in  navigation  and  for- 
eign commerce;  and  it  is  m  very  evantftil  moment 
with  such  property.  I  cannot  thinly  it  poesible  that  ws 
shall  be  msd  enough  to  go  to  war  with  eidior  of  the 
two  great  nations. 
'*  I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  asrvaat, 

^  WILUAM  GRAY. 
^  Hon.  Tmorav  PicKsaiao, 

United  State$  Senaiar,  WatkimgUm:* 

Mr.  Gray,  as  is  now  generally  known,  has  since 
gone  over  to  the  ranks  of  Democracy — has  loaned 
money  to  the  Government  to  carry  on  this  ''mad" 
war  ior  sailors'  rights,  which  he  knew  were  in 
so  small  a  degree  wee  ted ;  and  after  saying,  that 
if  the  British  would  engage  not  to  search  our  na- 
tional ship  (as  they  had  done  in  the  case  of  the 
Chesapeake)  we  ought  to  be  satisfied ! 

Colonel  Israel  Thorndike,  of  Boston,  deposed 
that  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  (excepting 
the  time  of  the  embargo)  he  had  usually  em- 
ployed more  than  two  hundred  seamen  annually 
on  an  average ;  and  that  he  had  not  more  than 
six  or  seven  men,  to  his  recollection,  impressed 
during  that  period.  He  enumerates  them:  six 
were  foreigners,  and  one  an  African,  who,  in  a 
state  of  intoxication,  at  Liverpool,  entered  into 
the  British  service.  He  mentioned  one  more 
who  had  been  impressed  twenty  years  afo  in 
some  port  in  England.  One  of  the  officers  of  Col. 
Thorndike's  vessel  requested  him  to  declare  him- 
self an  American ;  but  he  said  he  would  not  deny 
his  country,  and  surrendered  himself.  In  a  few 
years  afterwards  he  returned  to  his  family  ia 
Massachusetts. 

Commodore  Bainbridge  stated,  that,  doriiig  all 
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the  time  he  was  in  the  merchants'  service,  he  had 
bat  one  man  impressed.  . 

Captain  Hull,  of  the  Navy,  deposed,  that,  dar- 
ing the  five  or  six  years  he  was  in  the  merchants' 
service,  he  never  bad  any  of  his  men  impressed 
from  his  ships,  either  by  the  British  or  French. 

Captain  William  Story,  of  Marblehead,  de« 
posed,  that  he  had  been  master  of  a  vessel  for  ten 
years,  from  1797  to  1807.  He  does  not  say  that 
he  ever  had  a  man  impressed.  Bat  in  1794,  be- 
ing in  the  East  Indies,  at  a  British  port,  mate  of 
a  ship,  he  says  ten  men  were  taken  from  her ;  of 
whom  four  had  Consular  protections,  and  he  was 
satisfied  they  were  Americans.  "  The  other  six 
1  expect  were  Englishmen,"  are  his  own  words. 
He  had  heard  of  ten  native  seamen  impressed, 
and  from  whom  letters  had  been  received  by  their 
friends ;  and  he  mentions  the  names  of  six  more 
natives  whom  their  friends  suppose  to  have  been 
impressed.  Captain  Storv'(awarm  partisan  of 
the  war  for  sailors'  rights)  adds  one  more  to  his 
list — a  native  who  had  been  taken  by  the  British 
on  board  one  of  our  privateers  I  It  was  said  he 
was  a  Portuguese ;  but  Captain  Story  says,  ^  doc- 
aments  were  sent  down  for  his  release*  and  he  has 
retorned  home." 

It  will  be  proper  to  examine  the  facts  in  the 
cases  mentioned  by  Captain  Story.  Of  the  ten 
cases  be  had  heara  of,  it  appears  by  the  deposi- 
tions of  Messrs.  Nathaniel  Hooper  and  B.  T. 
Reed,  merchants  of  Marblehead,  that  three  were 
taken  on  board  of  French  vessels,  two  of  them 
privateers,  and  had  their  choice  to  be  prisoners  of 
war,  or  to  enter  on  board  the  British  ships ;  they 
chose  to  enter.  Two  found  on  board  British  ships, 
and  supposed  to  have  been  impressed.  One  had 
for  misconduct  been  left  on  shore  in  Europe  by 
his  American  master,  and  had  since  witten  that 
he  was  under  impressment.  Three  had  been  re- 
leased, and  had  returned  home.  One  had  returned 
home,  as  Captain  Story  states. 

One  of  the  six  in  Captain  Story's  deposition, 
supposed  to  have  been  impressed,  had  also  been 
released.  It  is  probable  that  the  remaining  five 
of  these  supposed  impressments  might  be  satis- 
factorily accounted  for  could  the  investigation  be 
made. 

Captain  Andrew  Harraden,  of  Salem,  deposed, 
that  he  had  been  master  of  a  vessel  about  twenty 
years,  and  never  had  a  man  impressed  by  the 
British.  One  was  impressed  by  the  French ;  but 
he  was  returned  next  morning. 

Captain  Josiah  Orne,of  Salem,  deposed,  thathe 
bad  been  master  of  a  vessel  about  twenty  years, 
and  never  had  any  man  impressed  by  the  British, 
except  in  one  instance,  by  a  frigate  from  which 
one  of  the  men  impressed  bad  deserted  but  three 
months  before ;  the  other  was  '^  a  green  Irishman 
who  had  a  broad  brogue."  Both,  however,  had 
protections  as  American  citizens,  which  they  had 
procured  at  New  York. 

Captain  Moses  Townsend,  of  Salem,  (also  of 
the  war  party,)  deposed,  that  he  had  been  engaged 
in  commerce  about  thirty  years,  and  was  master 
of  a  ship  about  twenty  years.  He  never  had  any 
men  impressed,  except  once  when  at  Bristol,  in 


England.  They  were  taken  in  the  evening,  and 
upon  his  application  released  the  next  dav*  He 
knew  one  native  impressed,  who  remainea  in  the 
British  service  till  his  death ;  and  one  other  who 
said  he  had  been  under  impressment  some  years, 
but  had  been  released.  He  then  mentions  seven 
others  who.  he  understood  from  common  report, 
had  been  impressed ;  but  all  of  whom  (one  ex- 
cepted) had,  ne  believed,  been  released,  and  re- 
turned home. 

This  cursory  view  of  impressments,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, as  exhibited  in  the  tew  depositions  I  have 
noticed,  (and  the  rest  are  like  them.)  must  satisfy 
every  mind,  open  to  conviction|  that  the  actual 
iropresements  of  our  native  citizens  must  have 
been  very  few ;  and  of  these,  that  nearly  all  had 
been  released.  The  summary, therefore,  reported 
to  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives 
last  year,  by  their  committee,  presents  just  such 
a  result  of  the  evidence  afforded  by  the  deposi- 
tions as  mi^ht  have  been  expected.  The  report 
states,  that  it  appeared  from  the  deposition  of  the 
merchants  who  were  examined,  and  who  had 
been  engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation  for 
ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  years  past,  that  the  whole 
number  of  seamen  they  had  employed,  upon  an 
average  of  the  last  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  (de- 
ductiog  the  period  of  the  embargo,)  amounted  to 
about  1,560  annually  i  that  <)f  this  number,  for 
that  whole  period,  the  committee  had  found  the 
following  cases  of  British  impressments,  to  wit : 

American  seamen         -        -        -       -    12 
Foreign  seamen    -        •        -        -        -    23 

Total 35 

Of  which  number  there  had  been  discharged-^ 
Foreigners    ---«.--      6 
Americans    -       -       -       -        -       -      9   * 

Escaped        .-----      2 

Total 17 

Leaving,  of  the  twelve  Americans  impressed 
as  above,  but  one  who  has  not  returned. 

The  whole  number  of  men  impressed,  (except- 
ing the  few  found  on  board  the  captured  ships-of- 
war,  of  which  an  account  is  given  amon^  the 
depositions,)  of  which  evidence  had  been  given 
to  the  committee,  including  not  only  cases  within 
the  personal  knowledge  of  the  witnessess,  but  also 
cases  they  had  heard  of  from  the  friends  of  the 
impressed  seamen,  in  such  manner  as  entitled  them 
to  credit,  amounted,  with  the  foregoing,  to    147 

Add  cases  of  supposed  impressments    -      10 


Total 

By  the  British  • 
By  the  French  - 
By  the  Portuguese 

Total 


-    157 


157 
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Of  the  whole  number  there  were — 
Americaos  .       .       .        . 

French  Loaisiaaan 
Foreigners  -        -        -        . 

Unknown    -       -       -       -       ■ 


107 

1 

47 

2 


Total 

Of  the  Americans  there  were — 
Discharged  on  application  - 
Escaped      .... 
Entered       .... 

Died 

Detained      .        -       -       - 
Supposed  to  be  detained 
No  account  giren 

Total 


-    157 


51 
9 
4 
3 
8 
20 
12 


-    107 


Mr.  Chairman,  as  much  complaint  has  for- 
merly been  made  that  some  Britisn  navy  officers 
jMiid  but  little  or  no  regard  to  sailors'  protectionsj 
and  consular  certificates  of  citizensnip,  a  few 
facts  will  show  to  how  little  respect  a  ffreat  por- 
tion of  them  were  entitled.  Mr.  Josian  Waters, 
who  had  been  fourteen  years  a  clerk  in  the  cus- 
tom-house at  Boston,  while  General  Lincoln 
was  the  collector,  (and  in  whose  time  it  appears 
that  great  care  was  taken  to  detect  and  reject 
forgeries  and  false  witnesses  relative  to  seamen,) 
deposed,  "  that  in  many  cases  the  seamen  used  to 
'  bring  as  witnesses  to  prove  their  citizenship, 

*  the  masters  of  boarding  houses ;  and  in  some 
'  instances,  the  same  masters  of  boarding  houses 
'  were  brought  so  often  as  to  ezcite  suspicions  of 

*  their  veracity,  and  their  oaths  were  not  after- 
'  wards  admitted."  Mr.  Waters  adds :  '*  I  have 
destroyed  hundr^s  of  false  protections." 

Mr.  William  Parsons,  merchant,  of  Boston, 
deposed,  that  in  the  year  1806,  his  ship  Meridian 
received  her  crew  at  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  whence 
she  sailed  to  Rotterdam ;  in  coming  out  of  which 
port,  one  man  was  impressed  by  a  British  sloop 
of  war,  as  a  British  seaman.  The  British  officer 
said,  that  if  the  man  himself  would  say  that  he 
was  an  American,  he  would  give  him  up ;  but 
the  man  would  not  do  it,  though  he  said  he  bad 
a  wife  in  America.  When  Mr.  Parsons  paid  off 
this  crew  they  informed  him  that  they  had  bought 
their  protections  at  Norfolk  for  two  dollars  a 
piece.  And  there  was  but  one  of  the  crew  (a 
Connecticut  man)  whose  real  name  was  the 
aame  as  that  in  his  protection.  This  appeared 
on  the  inquiry  of  Mr.  Parsons  for  their  true 
names  when  he  paid  them,  and  they  gave  receipts 
for  their  wages.  "Many  of  them  had  forgotten 
the  names  they  went  by  in  their  protections." 

The  facility  with  which  British  seamen  may 
be  obtained  to  man  American  merchantmen, 
even  in  British  ports,  is  exemplified  in  the  fol- 
lowing  instance.  Some  years  ago,  in  this  city, 
(as  some  of  my  fellow  boarders,  still  members  of 
this  House,  will  recollect,)  Captain  Ham,  of 
Portsmouth;  in  New  Hampshire,  informed  us. 
that  being  at  Bristol,  in  England,  he  wanted  a 


crew  for  bis  ship.  Upon  inquiry,  he  was  told, 
that  for  a  guinea  or  two  a  head,  the  master  of 
the  press-gang  would  procure  hands  for  him.  It 
was  done ;  and  the  landlord  of  a  sailors'  board- 
ing house  furnished  American  protections.  The 
landlord  took  out  some  bundles  of  protections, 
and  selected  such  as  most  nearly  answered  to 
their  respective  descriptions.  It  seemed  that  pro- 
tections came  to  the  hands  of  such  landlords 
either  as  pledges,  or  as  the  actual  payment  for 
the  board  of  sailors. 

A  few  years  ago,  when  Dr.  Mitchill,  of  New 
York,  was  a  Senator  in  Congress,  I  remember 
his  stating,  in  his  place,  that  one- third  or  two- 
fifths  of  the  seamen  of  that  city  were  British  sub- 
jects, and  other  foreigners ;  and  mentioned  with 
what  facility,  and  for  how  few  cents,  Americtn 
protections  were  obtained  for  them. 

I  have  been  told  by  a  nephew  of  mine  who 
resided  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  seven 
years,  from  1786  to  1793.  that  he  was  then  in- 
formed, that  only  two  seafaring  men  of  that  port 
were  natives  of  that  State  ;  one  of  them  a  mas- 
ter of  a  vessel,  the  other,  I  think,  the  son  of  an 
English  family  which  had  settled  there.  The 
Summer  before  last,  a  gentleman  of  that  city, 
(who  is  known  to  the  honorable  Speaker  to  be  a 
person  of  reputation,)  travelling  in  Massachu- 
setts, was  pleased  to  call  to  see  me,  though  per- 
sonally a  stranger.  In  the  course  of  conversa- 
tion, I  repeated  the  above  information,  that  at 
the  time  mentioned  there  belonged  to  the  port  of 
Charleston  only  two  seamen  natives  of  South 
Carolina.  ^  There  are  more  now,"  said  the  ra- 
tleman.  "How  many  do  you  think?"  I  asked. 
He  answered  *^  fifty."  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  if 
my  memory  serves  me,  bv  the  official  return  of 
the  tonnage  of  vessels  belonging  to  Charleston, 
about  the  year  1809,  the  amount  was  not  much 
short  of  forty  thousand  tons,  besides  about  ei^ht 
thousand  tons  in  coasting  craft.  And  reckoning 
six  men  to  a  hundred  tons  for  the  first,  say  rhirty- 
eight  thousand  tons,  more  than  two  thousand 
seamen  would  be  requisite  to  man  the  vessels  of 
Charleston  engaged  in  foreign  trade.  These  were, 
consequently,  composed  of  citizens  from  the  Nor- 
thern States  and  foreigners,  and  of  the  foreign- 
ers a  very  large  proportion  must  have  been  Brit- 
ish subjects. 

I  wish.  Mr.  Chairman,  to  present  one  more 
view  of  tnis  subject  of  impressments ;  the  result 
of  an  examination  of  the  public  documents,  about 
a  year  ago,  by  one  of  my  colleagues.  Bv  those 
documents,  the  grand  total  is  the  weU-lcnown 
number 6^7 

Fron»  which  he  deducted  for  the  same 
name,  and  apparently  the  same  per- 
son, twice,  thrice,  or  more  times  re- 
peated        548 

For  an  excess  arising  from  some  er- 
rors between  the  returns  of  1805 
and  1806 757 

i,ao5 


Leaving 


4,952 
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From  which  he  deducted — 

For  acknowledged  British  subjects    -  516 

Those  who  had  no  protectiDg  doco- 

ments     ------  568 

Those  with  insufficient  documents    -  664 
Those  who  had  entered  voluntarily  -  281 
Those  with  fraudulent  protections     -  195 
Deserters  ------    95 

Those  married  in  Great  Britain         •    42 
Neutral  aliens  and  natives  of  the  West 

Indies     -        -        -       -  .     -        -    50 
Prisoners  of  war       -       -       -       '21 


2,432 


Leaving 2,520 

From  this  number  he  deducted  one-third, 
which  appeared  to  him,  from  the  docu- 
ments, rather  less  than  the  full  propor- 
tion of  seamen  impressed  from  British 
merchant  vessels,  in  which,  if  not  Brit- 
ish subjects,  the  American  flag  could 
afford  no  pretence  for  protection   -       -      840 

Leaving 1,680 

From  the  last  number  he  deducted  those 
who  had  been  discharged,  or  had  been 
ordered  to  be  discharged        -        .       -  1,524 


Leaving  unaccounted  for  - 


-    156 


But  doubtless  some  of  those  noted  as  without 
docamentSy  or  with  insufficient  documents,  were 
Americans,  and  might  swell  the  sum  total  of 
impressments  to  a  few  hundreds  of  native  Amer- 
icans, instead  of  six  thousand. 

One  fact  more,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  this  subject, 
indicating  how  small  is  the  number  of  native 
Americans  that  are  impressed.  By  official  re- 
turns made  last  year  to  the  Legislature  of  Rhode 
Island,  the  whole  number  of  citizens  of  that 
State  under  impressment  amounted  to  nineteen, 
with  which  the  gentlemen  present  from  that 
State  are  acquainted. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  attempts  have  been  made 
to  justify  this  war  for  "  sailors'  rights,"  by  the 
doings  of  the  Federal  Administration,  under  the 
presidents  Washington  and  Adams }  and  passa- 
ges in  my  own  official  letters  on  the  subject  have 
been  read,  and  with  a  tone  and  emphasis  which 
it  waa  thought,  perhaps,  would  strike  me  dumb. 
Of  those  letters,  written  from  thirteen  to  seven- 
teen years  ago,  when  Secretary  of  State,  I  had 
no  particular  remembrance.  The  Administra- 
tion have  now  hunted  them  up  with  great  dili- 
gence, and  for  my  own  part.  I  feel  no  regret. 
Always  accustomed  to  think  freely,  and  to  speak 
and  write  what  I  think,  I  have  never  any  dread 
of  exposure.  Thinking  too  humbly  of  myself  to 
imagme  that  I  can  avoid  errors  in  opinion,  I  am, 
when  convinced,  not  too  proud  to  acknowledge 
them.  But,  sir,  on  reading  the  passages  referred 
to,  I  do  not  find  this  apology  to  be  necessary.  I 
must  be  allowed  to  repeat  them,  with  some  addi- 
tions and  remarks. 

On  the  8th  of  June.  1796, 1  thus  wrote  to  Mr. 
King,  our  Minister  in  London :  "Among  the  ar- 


^  tides  left  unadjusted  [when  Mr.  Jay  concluded 
^  his  treaty]  one  of  the  most  interesting  regards 
^  the  impressing  of  American  seamen.^  "  The 
'  long  but  fruitless  attempts  which  have  been 
'  made  to  protect  them  from  British  impresses, 

*  prove  that  the  subject  is  in  its  nature  difficult." 
**  The  simplest  rule,  as  remarked  toMr.Pinkney, 
'  would  be,  that  the  vessel  being  American. 
'  should  be  evidence  that  the  seamen  on  board 

*  her  are  such."  This  ^*  simplest  rule"  is  but  the 
repetition  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  words  in  his  letter  of 
July  11,  17d2j  to  Mr.  Thomas  Pinckney,  then 
our  Minister  in  London.  I  then  add:  ^* But  it 
^  will  be  an  important  point  gained,  if  on  the 
'  high  seas  our  flag  can  protect  those,  of  what- 
'  ever  nation,  who  shall  sail  under  it.  And  for 
'  this,  humanity,  as  well  as  interest,  powerfully 

*  plead.  Merchant  vessels  carry  no  more  hands 
'  than  their  safety  renders  necessary.  To  with- 
^  draw  them  on  the  ocean,  is  to  expose  both  lives 
'  and  property  to  destruction.    We  have  a  right, 

*  then,  to  expect  that  the  British  Government 
'  will  make  no  difficulty  in  acceding  to  this  very 
'  interesting  provision."  In  my  zeal,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  protect  American  citizens  and  their  prop- 
erty, on  the  high  seas,  it  did  not  then  occur  to 
me  that  it  was  always  in  the  power  of  Amer- 
ican merchants  to  provide  for  the  safety  of 
both  by  excluding  British  subjects  altogether 
from  their  vessels.  Had  this  been  done  volunta- 
rily, or  by  the  compulsion  of  laws  enacted  for  that 
purpose  by  ourselves,  we  should  no  loDger  have 
neard  of  the  impressment  of  American  seamen. 
But  the  merchants  would  have  been  extremely 
unwilling  to  have  been  put  under  this  constraint. 
By  the  destruction  of  the  mercantile  marine  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  the  demand  for 
American  and  other  neutral  vessels  to  carry  on 
the  commerce  of  those  three  nations,  was  so  rap- 
idly increased,  that  without  British  seamen,  one- 
fourth  of  our  merchant  vessels  must  probably 
have  remained  unmanned.  At  the  most  pros- 
perous period  of  our  commerce,  we  had  probably 
fifteen  thousand  British  seamen  in  our  mer- 
chants' service.  In  saying  that  our  own  mer- 
chants could  provide  for  the  safety  of  their  ves- 
sels on  the  high  seas,  by  excluding  British  sea- 
men, I  mean,  that  from  their  more  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  our  own  country,  they  would  seldom  fail 
to  discover,  on  putting  a  few  Questions  to  a  sailor, 
whether  he  was  or  was  not  born  in  the  Uniteu 
States.  The  British  officers  who  impress  sea- 
men, for  want  of  that  local  knowledge,  must 
often  be  deceived;  hence,  in  part,  the  multitude 
of  English  seamen  remaining  in  our  merchants' 
service,  in  the  days  of  our  prosperity,  notwith- 
standing their  exposure  to  impressment. 

In  the  same  letter  I  mention  three  classed  of 
seamen  who  ought  to  be  secure  from  impress- 
ment; those  born  in  our  country;  those,  wher- 
ever born,  who  were  citizens  at  the  definitive 
Treaty  of  Peace;  and  foreigners,  whose  lan- 
guage would  at  once  prove  that  they  were  not 
British  subjects.  The  fourth  class  consisted  of 
British  born  subjects  who  had  become  citizens 
and   inhabitants    subsequent  to  the  Treaty  of 
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Peace.  Of  this  class,  I  sav — 'Mt  may  be  attempt- 
ed to  protect  them  as  well  in  time  of  war  as  of 
peace." 

In  reference  to  the  diflGrcalties  thrown  in  the 
way  of  our  agent  employed  in  the  West  Indies 
to  procare  the  discharge  of  American  seamen,  I 
say,  in  my  letter  of  September  10, 1796,  to  Mr. 
Kmg:  ^  If  the  British  Grovernment  have  any 
^  regard  to  oar  rights,  and  respect  for  our  nation. 
'  and  place  any  value  on  our  friendsbio,  they 
'  will  even  facilitate  to  us  the  means  of  relieving 

*  our  oppressed  citizens."(8} 

In  my  letter  to  Mr.  King,  of  October  26, 1796, 
having  mentioned  the  British  impressment  of  a 
Dane  and  a  Portuegese,  I  remark — *'  This  surely 

*  is  an  abuse  easy  to  correct.    They  cannot  pre- 

*  tend  an  inability  to  distinguish  these  foreign- 

*  ers  from  their  own  subjects ;  and  they  may 
'  with  as  much  reason  rob  American  vessels  of 
'  the  property  or  merchandise  of  Swedes,  Danes, 

*  and  Portueffese,  as  seize  and  detain  in  their  ser- 
'  vice  the  subjects  of  those  nations  found  on  board 

*  American  vessels." 

In  a  letter  to  President  Adams,  dated  Februa- 
ry 20, 1800, 1  mention  the  project  of  Mr.  Liston 
fthe  British  Minister  here)  of  a  treaty,  having 
or  its  object  the  preservation  of  American  sea- 
men from  impressment^  while  it  should  secure  to 
Great  Britain  the  services  of  her  own  seamen ; 
which  project  I  disapproved,  and  deemed  *'  utter- 
'  terly  inadmissible,  unless  it  would  put  an  end 
'  to  impressments,  which  Mr.  Liston  seemed  to 
'  imagine  ;  while  the  seventh  paragraph  express- 
'  iy  recognised  the  right  of  impressing  British 
^  subjects,  and  consequently  American  citizens, 
'  as  at  present."  The  last  idea  is  inaccurately 
expressed;  its  meaning  is,  that  in  exercising  the 
right  of  impressing  British  subjects,  some  Amer- 
ican citizens  would  be  impressed,  for  the  reason 
often  mentioned — the  impossibility,  sometimes, 
of  distioguishinff  one  from  the  other. 

These,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  the  most  material 
passages  in  my  letter;  which,  from  the  manner 
of  exhibiting  them,  some  gentlemen  seemed  to 
imagine  would  confound  me.  But,  with  a  single 
exception,  I  see  nothing  to  change.  Where  abu- 
ses exist;  I  have  censured,  and  shall  always  cen- 
sure, those  who  commit  them^  of  whatever  na- 
tion they  may  be.  The  exception  I  refer  to  re- 
spects only  the  intimation  of  a  doubt  of  the  right 
of  the  British  to  impress  their  own  subjects  found 
on  board  neutral  merchant  vessels  on  the  high 
seas.  I  did  not  then  know  the  antiquity  of  the 
British  practice,  nor  the  corresponding  practice 
of  France;  nor  had  ever  attempted  to  trace  that 
practice  up  to  its  principle.  My  enlightened 
iriend,  who  wrote  the  pamphlet  I  have  before 
mentioned,  I  believe  was  the  first  to  perform  this 
task ;  and  he  performed  it  in  a  manner  which,  I 
should  have  presumed,  would  have  satisfied  every 
candid  mind. 

The  letters  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  written 
when  he  was  Secretary  of  State,  have  also  been 
seized  upon  by  gentlemen  to  aid  them  in  their 
attempts  to  justify  a  war,  which  is  professed  to 
be  continuea  solely  on  account  of  firiiish  im- 


pressments. Id  his  letter  of  September  20, 1800, 
to  Mr.  King,  he  says :  '*  The  impressment  of  our 
<  seamen  is  an  injury  of  very  serious  magnitude. 
'  which  deeply  affects  the  feelings  and  honor  ot 

*  the  nation."  *'  No  right  has  been  asserted  to 
'  impress  the  natives  of  America ;  yet  they  arc 
'  impressed ;  they  are  dragged  on  board  British 
'  ships  of  war,  with  the  evidence  of  citizenship 

*  in  their  hands,  and  forced  by  violence  there 
'  to  serve,  until  conclusive  testimonials  of  their 

*  birth  can  be  obtained."  Yes,  condunte  testi- 
monials ;  for  the  evidence  arising  from  the  com- 
mon "  protections,''  although  it  was  not  then 
well  known  that  false  and  fraudulent  protections 
abounded,  must  now  appear  of  the  feeblest  kind. 

"  The  riffht  to  impress  those  who  were  British 
'  subjects  prom  American  merchant  vessels]  has 

*  been  asserted,  and  the  right  to  impress  those  of 
'  every  other  nation  has  not  been  disclaimed. 
'  Neither  the  one  practice  nor  the  other  can  be 

*  justified."  No  one  more  highly  respects  Chief 
Justice  Marshall  than  I  do ;  but  this  opinion 
(that  the  right  claimed  and  exercised  by  Qreat 
Britain  to  impress  her  own  subjects  from  neutral 
merchant  vessels  was  not  justifiable)  was  not 
pronounced  after  an  investigation  and  disens^on 
of  the  subject  before  him  as  a  judge.  The  truth 
is,  I  believe,  the  question  had  never  in  this  conn-  . 
try  been  examined  on  its  principles,  until,  as  I 
have  already  said,  it  was  done  by  my  friend  be- 
fore referred  to, 

'  ''The  United  States  require  positively,  that 
'  their  seamen  who  are  not  british  subjects,  whe- 
'  tber  bom  in  America  or  elsewhere,  shall  be  ex- 
^  empt  from  impressments."  Here  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice strongly  expresses  the  same  sentiment  that  I 
had  done,  that  foreigners,  not  British  subjects, 
should  be  exempt  from  impressment,  because 
their  different  language  precluded  the  possibility 
of  mistake. 

"  The  case  of  British  subjects,  whether  natu- 
ralized or  not,  is  more  questionable."  This  ob- 
servation of  the  Chief  Justice  is  a  departure  from 
the  positive  opinion  before  expressed ;  and  would 
connrm  the  justness  of  my  remark,  that  the  (ques- 
tion had  not  then  been  examined  on  its  princi- 
ples ;  yet,  he  adds,  "  but  the  right  even  of  doing 
this  is  denied."(9) 

But  I  presume,  sir,  that  the  letter  of  the  Chief 
Justice  has  been  introducedJbecause  when  pressed 
with  applications,  in  the  jDepartment  of  State, 
for  his  aid  to  procure  the  release  of  our  seamen 
impressed,  some  of  them  with  circumstances  of 
abuse  from  the  intemperance  of  individual  naval 
officers,  he  had  said  that  "  the  continuance  of  the 

*  practice  of  impressments  must  inevitably  pro- 
<  duce  discord  between  two  nations  which  ought 

*  to  be  the  friends  of  each  other ;"  and  afterwArds 
asks,  **  Is  it  not  more  advisable  to  desist  from, 
'  and  to  take  effectual  measures  to  prevent  an  ae- 
'  knowledged  wrong,  [the  taking  of  American 
'  citizens,  who  were  not  British  subjects,  from 
'  our  merchant  vessels')  than  by  perseverance  in 

*  that  wrong,  to  excite  against  themselves  the 
'  well-founded  resentments  of  America,  and  force 
'  our  Government   into   measures  wnieh  may 
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'▼enr  possibly  termiDate  in  an  open  rapture." 
As  tboogh  the  state  of  imprestmeDts  at  any  past 
time  woald  in  hiv  opioioo  hare  rendered  a  war 
expedient ;  and  as  thoogb  the  aetnai  state  of  im- 
pressments, at  the  time  when  the  war  was  de- 
clared, and  when  the  e?il  was  manifestly  and 
most  materially  diminished,  coald  furnish  an  ad- 
equate cause  of  war ;  and  as  if  the  Chief  Justice 
could  possibly  approve  of  its  principle,  its  policy, 
or  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  condnctea  I 
If  any  thus  imagine,  let  them  now  ask  his 
opinion. 

For  the  purpose  of  exciting  keener  resent- 
menu  among  the  people  against  Great  Britain, 
her  shifw  of  war  have  been  called  by  the  most 
opprobrious  names— dungeons  and  floating  hells, 
and  the  condition  of  our  impressed  seamen  on 
board  of  them  a  state  of  slavery.    Yet,  sir,  there 
is  not  an  American  naval  officer  who  would  not 
feel  it  a  repoach,  if  told  that  the  discipline  on 
board  his  ship  was  less  exact  or  inferior  to  that  of 
British  ships?    It  is  that  exact  discipline  which 
enables  both  to  exert  their  utmost  force.    That 
our  seamen  entertain  no  such  frightful  ideas  of 
British  ships  of  war  is  certain,  because  consider- 
able numbers  voluntarily  entered,  and  some  have 
deelined  being  discharged.    But  the  same  par- 
cel of  documents  which  I  am  now  examining 
furnish  proof  in  point.    It  is  in  a  letter  from  Mr< 
Pinckney,  dated  in  London,  the  13th  of  March, 
1793,  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  Secretary  of  State.    He 
says :  ^  Our  trade  continues  subject  to  great  in- 

*  conveniences,  both  from  our  seamen  being  im- 

*  pressed,  from' the  plea  of  their  being  British  sub- 
'jects,  and  from  their  entering  voluntarily  on 

*  board  of  the  King's  ships,  tempted  by  the  pres- 
'  ent  high  bounties." 

One  word  more,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I  quit  this 
subject.  It  is  said  we  must  continue  the  war, 
and  take  Canada,  to  induce  or  compel  Great 
Britain  to  ^ve  up  her  right,  or  to  abandon  the 
practice  of  impressing  her  own  subjects  from 
otir  merchant  vessels.  It  seems  soarcelv  credible 
that  any  person  of  information  should  believe  in 
this  doctrine.  I  will  here  oppose  to  it  only  the 
opinion  of  a  gentleman  of  high  sunding,  and 
distinguished  for  his  discernment,  knowledge, 
and  abilities  as  a  statesman:  I  mean  Mr.  Bay- 
ard, whon&  the  President  selected  for  one  of  the 
Commissioners  to  negotiate  with  those  of  Great 
Britain  on  this  very  subject,  in  order,  as  pro- 
fened,  to  bring  about  a  peace.  This  was  ex- 
pressed in  a  speech  delivered  in  the  Senate,  on 
the  16th  day  of  June,  1812,  only  two  days  before 
the  latal  declaration  of  war,  on  his  motion  to 
postpone  it  to  the  31sl  of  October.  Had  his  mo- 
tion and  advice  prevailed,  we  should  now  have 
been  at  peace,  and  enjoying,  if  our  Gtovernraent 
had  pieued,  a  prosperous  commerce.  Mr.  Bay- 
ard said: 

'^The  question  as  to  the  impressment  of  our  sea- 
lUan  did  not  present  insupersble  difBculties.  Britain 
never  contended  for  a  right  to  impress  American  tern- 
men.  The  right  she  dsims  is  to  take  her  own  sub- 
jects found  in  our  merchant  serriee.  8he  ezereiMs 
the  righi  in  relatkin  to  her  own  private  vessels.  This 
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right  she  never  will  nor  can  give  up.  If  our  mer^ 
chant  flag  was  a  sure  protection  to  British  seamen 
who  sailed  under  it,  the  British  navy  must  be  un- 
manned hj  desertion ;  while  our  merchants  can  and 
do  pay  a  dollar  for  every  shilling  a  sailor  can  earn  in 
the  naval  service  of  his  country." 

Another  sobiect  of  complaint,  Mr.  Chairman, 
against  Great  Britain,  is  her  restricting  the  com- 
merce of  neutral  nations,  by  what  has  been  called 
the  rule  of  1756.  This  rule  has  been  formerly 
represented  by  the  Administration  as  peculiar  to 
Great  Britain.  But  the  fact  is  otherwise.  The 
French  Government  adopted  similar  regulations 
long  before.  The  principle  of  those  regulations 
was  the  same  as  that  on  which  the  rule  and  the 
practice  of  Great  Britain  rested.  Louis  XIY,  in 
his  ordinance  of  1704,  ^hlch  was  reordained, 
substantially,  by  Louis  jLV,  in  1744.)  seems  to 
anticipate  the  satisfaction  of  the  subjects  of  neu- 
tral States,  when  they  should  experience  the  care 
he  had  taken  "  to  preserve  for  them  the  same  ex- 
tent and  the  same  liberty  of  commerce  which  they 
have  been  accustomed  to  enjoy  during  peace.'' 
This  is  precisely  the  general  rule  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. And  the  reason  of  it  is  this:  That,  to  carry 
on,  in  time  of  war.  a  new  and  extraordinary  com- 
merce for  one  belligerent  would  be  a  departure 
from  the  duties  of  an  impartial  neutrality,  and 
becoming,  in  effect,  an  auxiliary  Power.  This 
would  have  been  extremely  convenient  to  France, 
when  her  own  merchant  vessels  had  been  either 
captured,  or  driven  from  the  ocean  by  the  British 
navy.  But  for  this  British  rule  of  1756,  (the 
same  with  the  French  role  of  1704  and  1744,^ 
the  commerce  of  France  would  have  been  placed 
in  as  good  a  situation,  or  better,  than  if  carried 
on  in  her  own  vessels  $  because,  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  neutrals,  carrying  it  on  for  her,  were 
under  the  protection  of  the  law  of  nations,  it 
would  be  perfectly  secure  from  captuft ;  the  neu- 
trals only  becoming  really,  or  apparently,  the 
owners  of  the  merchandises  constituting  the  arti- 
cles of  that  commerce.  To  this  no  counter-bel- 
ligerent, possessinpr  an  efficient  naval  force  to  pre- 
vent or  interrupt  it,  would  ever  submit;  By  the 
laying  up  of  her  merchant  vessels,  the  seamen  of 
France  employed  in  them,  were  at  liberty  to  man 
her  ships  of  war  and  privateers ;  and  so  far  lis 
neutral  seamen  manniog  neutral  vessels  wero 
employed  in  a  trade  not  allowed  by  France  in 
time  of  peace,  so  far  the  neutrals  became  auxili* 
aries  in  the  war.(10) 

By  an  improper  extension  of  the  rule  of  1756y 
in  the  years  1793  and  1794,  British  cruisers  cap- 
tured great  numbers  of  American  merchant  ves- 
sels. For  these,  indemnities  were  demanded; 
and,  by  Mr.  Jay's  treaty,  provision  was  made  for 
adjusting  them.  The  result  was  that  Great  Brit- 
ain paid  to  the  merchants  of  the  United  States 
about  six  millions  of  dollars,  for  their  losses  by 
those  captures. 

On  the  other  hand,  French  cruisers  were  em- 
ployed in  committing  depredations  on  our  com- 
merce from  an  early  period  of  her  Revolutionary 
war  until  the  vear  1800;  not  under  any  rule,  but 
in  direct  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  of 
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tlfee  treaty  then  ezistiDg  between  the  United  States 
and  Fraooe.  These  spoliations  amounted,  by  the 
best  estimates,  to  twenty  millions  of  doikrs,  for 
which  no  indemnitor  whatever  coold  be  obtained; 
and  the  claim  for  whieh  was  finally  abandoned- 

In  the  early  part  of  the  French  revolutionary 
war,  Spain  was  the  ally  of  Qreat  Britain ;  and 
for  spoliations  committed  bv  Spanish  cruisers 
during  that  time,  Spain  paid  indemnities  to  our 
merchaots  in  like  manner  as  Great  Britain  had 
done.  But  for  those  committed  by  Spanish  crui* 
aers.  after  she  became  the  ally  of  France,  no  in- 
demnity has  been  obtained.  This,  however,  is 
not  to  be  Imputed  to  a  want  of  good  faith  in 
Spain*  She  was  willing,  and  by  a  treaty  nego* 
tiated  in  1801  or  1802,  she  stipulated  to  give  a 
just  indemnity  for  the'  illegal  captures  made  by 
lier  own  cruisers,  but  refused  to  [wy  for  those 
made  by  French  cruisers,  carried  into  Spanish 
ports,  and  there  condemned  by  French  Consuls. 
This  treaty  was  concluded  by  Mr.  Charles  Pinck- 
ney,  the  Minister  to  the  Court  of  Spain,  appointed 
ly  Mr.  Jefferson,  but  was  not  ratified  because  the 
French  captures  of  American  vessels  condemned 
by  French  Consuls  in  Spanish  ports  were  not 
comprehended,  and  thus  nothing  has  been  ob- 
tained. Another  negotiation  was  set  on  foot,  in 
which  Mr.  Monroe  was  joined  with  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney.  To  settle  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana,  as 
well  as  the  question  of  spoliations,  was  an  object 
in  this  new  negotiation,  but  nothing  was  effected. 
The  Spanish  Government  persisted  in  refusing 
to  pay  for  American  property  condemned  in  her 
ports  by  French  Consuls.  The  fact  was,  it  was 
not  in  her  power  to  prevent  it  against  the  will  of 
France :  and  the  French  Government  contended, 
also,  that  those  spoliations  of  American  property 
captured  by  French  cruisers,  carried  into  Span- 
ish ports,  and  there  condemned  by  French  Con» 
suls,  were  onmprehended,  with  the  other  French 
spoliations,  in  the  treaty  of  September  30, 1800, 
between  France  and  the  United  States;  and  there- 
fore cancelled,  by  mutual  agreement,  according 
to  the  terms  of  that  treaty. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calboun)  adverting  to  the  present  state  of  the 
world,  with  France  driven  back  and  likely  to  be 
compressed  within  limits  compatible  with  the 
general  safety,  imagined  that  the  united  Powers 
of  Europe  would  now  turn  against  Great  Britain, 
and  connne  her  within  proper  limits  on  the  ocean, 
while  he  seemed  to  admit  that  she  had  been 
fi|[hting  for  her  existence.  The  gentleman  spoke 
with  an  air  of  triumph,  that  the  United  States 
had  had  the  courage  to  resist  her  on  her  own  ele- 
ment, and  said,  that  if  we  had  made  no  resistance 
to  England,  we  should  have  lost  ail  our  com- 
merce. Well,  we  did  resist ;  and  where  now  is 
our  commerce?  Annihilated.  But  the  gentle- 
man consoled  himself  with  the  consideration,  that 
if  we  had  not  done  much  against  England,  she 
had  not  done  much  against  us.  And  is  it,  indeed, 
a  small  matter;  is  n'ot  much  done  against  us 
when  our  p<}rts  are  blockaded  and  our  whole 
commerce  destroyed  ?  The  gentleman,  however, 
seemed  to  admit  that  we  could  not  now  succeed, 


with  our  population  of  eight  millions;  but  nay 
hereafter,  when  we  shall  have  increased  to  twenty 
or  thirty  millions.  And  would  it  not  have  been 
wise  to  have  postponed  our  resistance  oatil  the 
period  arrived  when  resistance  might  be  made 
with  some  prospect  of  success? 

That  Great  Britain  shottld  not  have  aceom* 
plished  much  against  us,  in  the  way  of  fighting, 
IS  not  strange,  seeing  she  was  taken  by  sar prise. 
For  not  withstand  ine  the  talks  in  Congress,  and 
the  rumors  abroad,  about  a  war  with  €keat  Brit- 
ain, few  believed  it.  When  we  were  without 
troops,  without  many  of  the  munitions  of  war. 
and  without  money,  the  common  sense  of  man- 
kind revolted  at  the  idea  of  its  being  voliiiitarily 
declared.  Gteat  Britain^  therefore,  bad  taken  few 
if  any  precautions  even  ior  the  defence  of  Canada. 
And  when  war  bad  been  declared,  seeing  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  its  principal  eanse— -when 
these  were  removed,  it  was  natucai  to  snpposc 
that  the  war  might  cease  or  be  soapended.  Ad- 
miral Warren,  therefore,  naay  be  conaidend  as 
having  been  sent  to  negotiate  rather  than  to  figkt. 
And  the  efforts  on  our  seaboard  have  ia  faet  been 
extremelv  feeble.  Should  the  war,  however,  be 
coatinued,  we  may  expect  it  will  be  eoodneied 
in  a  very  difbrent  manner.  The  eolonsal  power 
of  France  having  been  reduced,  the  allies  may 
find  her  full  employment,  and  allow  Qreat  Brit- 
ain to  point  a  portion  of  her  attention  to  her 
American  provinces,  and  the  war  on  our  coast. 

When  France  was,  in  the  view  of  many,  and 
in  the  fears  of  most  reflecting  men,  all-powerlal 
by  land ;  when  it  was  doubted  whether  Rnasta 
could  defend  her  own  Empire,  then  indeed  gloomy 
apprehensions  were  entertained  for  the  fate  of  the 
civilized  world.  Had  Russia  been  subdned,  the 
French  Emperor,  with  the  whole  European  een- 
tinent  in  his  bands,  and  commanding  all  its 
means  of  building  and  manning  a  navy  uMfe 
powerful  than  that  of  Great  Britain,  she  aanst 
have  sunk  under  the  pressure.  Bat  if  anjr  one 
Power  must  have  the  ascendency  on  the  oeean,  it 
is  desirable  that  Great  Britain  should  be  that 
Power.  Circumscribed  by  the  seas  which  «n* 
compass  her  islands,  her  population  isneccssaiily 
so  limited,  as  never  to  fnrniah  armies  capable,  by 
themselves,  of  making  any  permanent  iniprea- 
sions  on  the  Continent*  The  trident  of  the  ocean 
may  therefore  be  safely  left  in  her  hands. 

On  the  subject  of  the  Loan,  Mr.  Chainnaai 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal- 
boon)  asked,  what  would  be  the  conaeqaeneea  if 
the  bill  on  your  table  should  &il?  And  be  an- 
swered, that  the  operations  against  Canada  would 
fail ;  puhlio  credit  would  fail,  U  home  and  abniad, 
and  the  Army,  the  Navy,  and  every  department 
of  the  Government  would  suffer. 

With  respect  to  Canada,  it  is  desirable  that  its 
conquest  should  not  be  attempted.  No  good 
could  result  from  the  conquest  if  effiected,  and 
the  attempt  would  cost  many  thousand  lives^  and 
many  millions  of  money.  If  conquered,  it  must 
be  restored  before  Great  Britain  will  make  peace. 

As  to  public  credit,  I  distinguish  between  that 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  credit  of  the  Ad- 
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mlDisCretioD.  Tbe  latter  may  fail,  and  the  for- 
mer be  sec  lire.  A  transfer  of  the  administration 
of  ibe  Gk>?eromeQt  to  other  hands  would  restore 
the  public  eredit,  already  deeply  impaired,  be- 
eaose  the  only  solid  foundations  for  its  support 
would  then  be  relaid. 

As  to  the  Army  and  Nary,  if  one  be  disbanded 
Bad  the  other  laid  up,  I  -see  no  harm  that  can 
result.  The  soldiers  can  trairel  home,  if,  like 
many  of  their  comrades  already  discharti^ed,  they 
are  dismissed  without  pay,  and  compelled,  as  I 
have  understood  these  have  been,  lo  depend  on 
the  kindness  of  their  fellow-citizens  by  the  way. 
And  the  seamen  wilt  only  be  returned  to  the  con- 
dition of  their  brethren  at  home,  deprived,  by  the 
oondoet  of  our  GoTernment,  of  their  usual  occu- 
palione. 

As  to  the  part  our  **  declared"  enemies  will  act, 
if  ft>r  wttnt  of  money  we  should  have  no  army,  I 
entertain  no  uneasy  apprehensions.  They  are 
wnmilHng  enemies  ^  anu,  unquestionably,  if  we 
do  Bot  invade  their  territory,  they  will  leave  ours 
unmolested.  And  when  we  shall  stand  merely 
on  the  defensive,  the  militia  will  suffice. 

D«t  the  gentleman  seemed  to  think,  that  even 
if  vbe  war  were  unjust,  the  majority  ought  to  be 
supported  in  obtaining  a  loan  rather  than  hazard 
the  eoneequeaces  just  enumerated.  But,  sir^  there 
uroold  be  one  good  consequence  that  would  out- 
weigh all  the  recited  evib.  If  we  cannot  earnr 
on  the  war,  we  must  have  peace ;  and  this  will 
give  emf^oyment  to  the  sailor  and  soldier,  and  to 
every  class  of  citizens,  and  open  the  way  to  n 
revival  of  our  former  prosperity. 

The  gentleman  cuiimed  the  support  of  the 
minority  to  obtain  the  loan,  because  the  minority, 
or  some  of  the  minority,  voted  for  the  objects  of 
expense  which  render  the  loan  necessary.  With 
this,  sir,  I  have  no  concern.  I  was  not  then  in 
Cenffress.  Nevertheless,  I  did  not  at  that  time 
withnold  my  opinion.  It  was  communicated  by 
letters  to  some  of  my  friends  in  the  minority ; 
and  there  are  gentlemen  present  who  know  it. 
I  wns  opposed  to  the  voting  for  a  single  soldier, 
or  for  the  timber-head  of  a  ship,  because  I  would 
not  put  weapons  into  the  hands  of  men,  who,  I 
was  mevally  certain,  would  use  them  only  to  pro- 
dneo  pablic  misefhier.  I  asked  them  if  thev  voted 
for  an  army  and  a  navy,  how  they  woula  with- 
hold their  vote  for  money  to  support  them  1 

Diferent  gentlemen  have  adverted  to  the  terms 
mpoeed  by  our  Administration  for  an  Armittice, 
The  hooorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Cbeves)  thinks 
they  were  reasonable  and  proper ;  that  the  refu- 
eal  by  Great  Britain  to  accept  them  was  a  suffi- 
cient cause  for  continuing  the  war;  and  that  to 
have  treated,  without  orders  being  previously 
given,  to  discontinue  the  impressment  of  seamen 
and  to  restore  those  already  impressed,  would 
have  been  an  abandonment  of  our  rlffhis. 

Let  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  examine  the  terms,  as 
they  are  stated  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  Mr.  RusselL.  dated  the  26th  of  June. 
1812,  eight  days  only  after  the  President  and 
Congresss  had  declared  war.  ^  If  (says  Mr.  Mon- 
*  roe)  the  Orders  in  Council  are  repealed,  and  no 


'  illegal  blockades  are  substituted  to  them,  and 
^  orders  are  ffiven  to  discontinue  the  impressment 

*  of  seamen  from  our  vessels,  and  to  restore  those 

*  already  impressed^  there  is  no  reason  why  hos- 
^  tilities  should  not  immediately  cease."  Cer- 
tainly, Mr.  Chairman,  if  Qreat  Britain  at  once 
gave  up  every  point  for  which  the  war  had  been 
declared,  the  President  must  have  been  strangely 
unreasonable  to  refuse  to  suspend  hostilities. 
And  yet  all  this  was  required  by  the  President's 
instructions  to  Mr.  Russell!  The  Orders  in 
Council  had  been  revoked,  and  no  illegal  block- 
ades substituted  for  them.  It  remained  only  to  ' 
restore  the  seamen  (British  as  well  as  American, 
for  the  instructions  make  no  exception)  already 
impressed,  and  discontinue  the  impressment  of 
seamen  (British  as  well  as  American)  from  our 
vesseb ;  and  every  alleged  cause  and  pretence  for 
declaring  the  war  would  have  been  removed. 
And  what  was  next  to  be  done?  Why  the  two 
Gbvemments  were  to  appoint  Commissioners  to 
make  '^definitive  arrangements  on  these  and  ev- 
ery other  difference,  bv  a  treaty  to  be  concluded 
either  here  or  at  London."  Nov^  the  two  Gov- 
ernments had  been  discussing  the  question  of  im- 
pressments for  eight  years,  (from  1792  to  1800,) 
and  endeavoring  to  form  a  treaty  on  the  subject, 
during  the  next  twelve  years,  until  war  was  de- 
clared, without  being  able  to  agree  I  And  yet 
the  President  thought  fit,  as  a  prdiminary  step  to 
any  further  negotiation,  to  demand  of  the  British 
Government  to  abandon  the  whole  subject  in  con- 
troversv  during  the  time  that  the  new  negotia- 
tions snoutd  be  going  on — ^which  might  be  for 
twenty  years  more  on  the  single  question  of  im- 
pressments I  But  the  instructions  state,  that  be- 
sides this  great  point  "there  were  many  just 
and  weighty  causes  of  complaint  against  Great 
Britain,"  to  be  removed  ana  settled  by  the  pro- 
posed treatv.  Among  these  was  explicitly  men- 
tioned ^  indemnity  for  injuries  received  under  the 
Orders  in  Council,  and  other  edicts  violating  our 
rights" — ^  for  which  it  was  expected  that  provis- 
ion would  be  made  in  the  treaty."  Now  tnis  in- 
demnity, so  confidently  expected,  had,  during  for- 
mer negotiations,  been  repeateuly  urged  on  the 
British  Government,  who  apparently  considered 
it  so  unfounded  as  hardly  to  listen  to  the  demand. 
Tet  this,  and  all  the  other  *^  weighty  causes  of 
complaint."  in  addition  to  the  hitherto  insupera- 
bly difficult  question  of  impressment,  were  to  be 
the  subjects  of  the  proposed  negotiations;  which, 
considering  the  spirit  and  manner  of  former  nego- 
tiations on  the  part  of  our  Administration,  might 
easily  be  protracted  to  twice  the  length  of  the 
si^e  of  Troy.  In  the  meantime,  whatever  num- 
ber of  British  seamen  resorted  to  our  merchant 
vessels,  they  were  to  be  protected  by  our  flag. 
Such  is  the  true  state  of  the  terms  ofiered  by  the 
President  to  the  British  Government,  as  the  con- 
ditions on  which  alone  he  would  consent  to  a 
cessation  of  arms. 

Sir,  I  consider  this  ofiier  of  an  armistice  on  such 
impracticable  conditions,  tendered  only  eight  dajrs 
after  the  President  and  Congress  (choosing  their 
own  time  for  it)  had  declared  war,  as  of  a  piece 
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uKth  many  former  overtures,  without  any  expec- 
tation of  tneir  acceptance  bj  the  British  Govern- 
ment; but  which,  beinff  rejected,  would  be  used 
as  a  new  topic  ot  popular  clamor  asaiost  Great 
Britain — ^increase  tne  resentment  of  the  people,  it 
was  hoped — and  by  rendering  the  war  itself  more 
popular,  procure  the  support  necessary  for  its  con- 
tinuance. 

But  the  honorable  Speaker  thinks,  that  to  hare 
treated  without  a  previous  suspension  of  impress- 
ments, would  have  been  an  abandonment  of  the 
rights  we  claim  on  the  subject.  What,  then, 
would  have  been  the  effect  on  Great  Britain? 
Her  Government  is  at  least  as  confident  of  the 
right  to  impress  British  subjects  from  neutral 
merchant  vessels  (and  I  think  I  have  shown  that 
this  confidence  is  well  founded)  as  our  Gk)vern- 
ment  is  of  the  right  of  neutrals  to  be  exempted 
from  such  impressments.  If,  then,  the  British 
Government  had,  as  a  preliminary  to  neffoiiation, 
restored  all  impressed  seamen,  and  ordered  the 
entire  practice  to  be  discontinued, — this,  accord- 
ing to  the  reasoniag  used  In  this  case,  would 
have  been  an  abandonment  of  the^ritish  rights. 
And  was  it  reasonable  to  make  such  a  demand  ? 

The  honorable  Speaker,  if  I  understood  him 
correctly,  supposed  our  Government  to  have  giTen' 
proofs  of  its  desire  to  obtain  peace  on  terms  which 
the  minority  themselves  would  approve;  and  if 
the  majority  should  accept  less,  they  would  pros- 
trate the  honor,  dignity,  and  independence  of  the 
country—meaning,  I  presume,  that  the  entire 
abolition  of  impressments  would  be  indispensa- 
ble to  preserve  our  honor,  dignity,  and  independ- 
ence. I  will  put  a  case :  Suppose,  what  seems 
likely  to  happen,  that,  by  the  aia  of  Great  Britain, 
the  independence  of  Holland  should  be  restored, 
and  with  that  her  commerce;  and  suppose  the 
latter,  as  formerly,  should  be  spread  on  the  ocean, 
and  that  British  seamen  found  on  board  Dutch 
merchant  vessels,  should  be  impressed  and  taken 
from  them.  Does  any  gentleman  imagine  that 
the  States  of  Holland  would  consider  their  sov- 
ereignty to  have  been  thereby  invaded  1 

The  honorable  Speaker  mentioned  the  British 
strength  in  their  finaoces,  but  that  their  expenses 
were  immense.  So  likewise  are  their  resources. 
He  remarked  that  this  American  war  w^s  main- 
tained by  Great  Britain  at  a  vast  expense — doa- 
ble to  that  of  the  United  States.  This,  sir,  may 
well  be  doubted.  Just  the  reverse  may  be  pre- 
sumed. It  has  been  often  said,  and  I  have  not 
heard  it  contradicted,  that  the  flour  furnished  to 
the  Western  army  cost  the  United  States  a  hun- 
dred dollars  a  barrel,  including  the  enormous  ex- 
pense and  wajste  in  the  transportation.  And  two 
gentlemen,  who  were  in  the  last  Congress,  stated 
to  me  this  striking  fact,  concerning  the  forage 
supplied  to  that  army.  A  wagon  started  with 
forty  bushels  of  corn.  The  team  of  horses  con- 
sumed eighteen  bushels  in  going;  the  driver  re- 
served eighteen  bushels  to  feed  them  in  return- 
ing, and  delivered  four  to  the  army.  It  is  pre- 
sumed, then,  that  this  wagon  was  emploved  not 
less  than  six  and  thirty  days;  the  hire  oi^ which, 
and  the  cost  of  the  thirty-six  bushels  of  corn 


eaten  by  the  horses,  must  have  amounted  to  at 
least  two  hundred  aollars— ao  the  corn  delivered 
to  the  army  cost  fifty  dollars  a  bushel !  And  front 
all  we  have  heard,  unexampled  extravagance  and 
waste  are  exhibited  in  every  scene  of  this  miser- 
able warfare. 

The  honorable  Speaker  farther  remarked,  that 
to  Great  Briuin  this  war  promised  neither  glory 
nor  profit.  And  does  it  promise  either  to  as? 
And  which,  from  the  degree  of  auffering,  will 
first  be  weary  of  it?  Another  motive,  he  said, 
would  urge  Britain  to  be  at  peace  with  oa ;  to 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  our  commerce.  And  woald 
the  renewal  of  that  commerce  be  less  benefieial 
to  us  than  to  her  ?  **  But  she  is  engaged  in  a 
great  cause  in  Europe ;"  and  therefore  most  de- 
sire peace  with  the  United  States.  Yes.  Britaim 
bad  been  pouring  oat,  and  waa  continuiag  to 
pour  out  rivers  of  blood  and  floods  of  money,  to 
rescue  Europe  from  the  grasp  of  the  oniverBml 
tyrant,  and  restore  independence  to  the  natioRa. 
This  was,  indeed,  a  great  cause ;  and  was  this  a 
time  to  attack  her ;  to  wess  her  with  the  bardea 
of  the  American  war  7  I  leave  the  qaestion  to 
the  reflections  of  that  gentleman  and  bis  frienda. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Rorrrt- 
BOH,)  at  the  beginning  of  his  observations  on  the 
loan  bill,  spoke  of  a  gentleman,  for  some  years  an 
honorable  member  of  this  House,  whom  he  de- 
nominated **a  distinguished  Jacobin  of  the  East- 
ern States."  Sir,  after  the  just  vindication  of 
Mr.  Q^uincy's  character  by  one  of  my  colkMoes, 
(Mr.  Baylib8,)  little  is  left  for  me  to  add.  I 
well  knew  Mr.  Q,uincy's  father.  No  man  was 
more  zealously  and  ardently  engaged  in  the  meas- 
ures of  resistance  to  the  onconstitational  acts  of 
Ghreat  Britain,  which  preceded  the  actoai  war  of 
our  Revolution.  At  the  instance  of  enunent  pat- 
riots of  that  day,  he  undertook  a  secret  embassy 
to  England,  to  eflect  objects  deemed  important  to 
the  maintenance  of  our  rights.  I,  perbapa,  was 
the  last  of  his  friends  who  saw  him  immediately 
before  he  embarked.  He  went,  and  was  retam- 
ing,  but  enfeebled  in  health.  Just  as  he  ap- 
proached his  native  land  he  expired.  Honored 
and  gratefully  remembered  for  nis  pare  patriol* 
ism,  abilities,  and  virtues,  it  is  the  hifh  and  laadm- 
ble  ambition  of  the  son  to  imitate  his  sire ;  and. 
in  the  same  honorable  pursuits,  to  render  hioiaeu 
eminently  useful  to  bis  countryr 

The  expression  of  Mr.  Cluincy,  repeated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  "that  the  majority 
could  not  be  kicked  into  a  war,''  I  always  regret- 
ted. Nor  did  I  approve  of  an  expression  which 
lately  fell  from  my  honorable  friend  from  New 
Jersev.  (Mr.  Stockton,)  for  whom  I  enteruin  a 
very  high  respect— ^^  that  the  Administration  had 
struck  their  colors;" — because  I  have  alwap 
thought  that  such  taunting  expressions,  by  toaeh- 
ing  the  pride  and  rousing  the  resentments  of  the 
persons  addressed,  tended  to  produce  mischievona 
measures,  or  to  defeat  good  ones,  contrary  to  the 
sober  sentiments  and  better  judgments  of  thoae 
who  were  so  reproached. 

But  I  do  not  view  in  the  same  liffht,  precisely, 
with  my  friend  from  New  Jerseyi  the  President's 
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ac0«ptftii«e  of  Lord  Casdereagh's  overtofe,  to 
treat  on  the  qucatioas  in  coDtroversf  between 
Ibe  United  States  and  Great  Britain.    Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  says  that  the  British  GtovernmeDt  is  will- 
ing to  negotiate  and  adjust  subsisting  differences 
X|ipon  principles  of  perfect  reciprocity,  not  in- 
consistent with  the  established  aiaxims  of  public 
law,  and  with  the  maritime  rights  of  the  British 
Empire.''    The  President,  in  answer  to  this  over- 
tore,  consents  to  treat,  "on  conditions  of  recipro- 
city consistent  with  the  rights  of  both  parties  as 
sovereign  and  independent  nations."    This,  to  be 
snre,  would  seem  well  enough,  if  we  had  not  pre* 
vioosly  known  the  President's  meaning  of  the 
words  sovereign  and  independent,  as  applied  hj 
him  to  the  question  of  impressments.    The  Presi- 
dent holds  the  opinion,  that  when  a  British  naval 
officer  enters  on  board  an  American  merchant 
vessel  on  the  high  seas,  to  search  for  and  take 
away  native  British  seamen,  the  sovereignty,  and, 
of  course,  the  independence,  of  the  United  States 
are  thereby  violated.    Now.  as  no  citizen  would 
consent  that  the  President  snonld,  for  any  consid- 
eratioi),  surrender  any  branch  of  our  sovereignty 
and  independence ;  and  as  Qreat  Britain  holds  to 
he  dear,  and  will  never  give  up  her  right  so  to 
eater,  search  for,  and  take  away  her  own  subjects, 
if  the  President  adheres  to  his  own  doctrine,  it 
does  not  appear  very  obvious  how  a  satisfactory 
and  lasting  peace  is  to  be  obtained.    A  temporary 
arrangement,  indeed,  may  be  made,  by  which 
Great  Britain  may  agree  to  suspend,  or  discon- 
tinue the  practice  of  impressment,  if,  and  so  long 
as  the  United  States  shall  make  provbion  by  law, 
and  in  Its  execution  render  it  effectual,  to  ex- 
clude all  British  seamen  from  American  vessels. 
But  if  no  more  than  this  be  attainable,  (and  the 
Batore  of  the  case  forl»ds  the  ezpeciation  that 
anything  more  will  be  attained,)  why  have  so 
many  thousand  lives  of  onr  citizens,  and  so  many 
millions  of  money,  been^  sacrificed  in  a  war  for 
sailors'  rights?    There  has  never  been  a  time,  I 
believe,  when  Ghreat  Britaia  would  have  rejeeted 
such  an  effectual  arraa|;emeat.  The  ready,  eager, 
and  snre  protection  |[iven  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  British  seamen  deserting  from 
British  yessels  in  our  ports,  furnished,  indeed  but 
too  much  ground  of  jealousy,  that  no  provision 
for    their  apprehension  and   restoration  would 
prove  effeotuaJ. 

It  is  much  to  be  remtted,  that  scarce^  anv 
correspondence  can  take  place  with  the  British 
Government,  in  which  there  is  not  tntroduced 
something  offensive  or  caloolated  to  excite,  there 
and  here,  feelings  and  passions  unfavorable  to  a 
fair  and  amicable  adjustment  of  differences.  In 
the  present  case,  there  is  in  Mr.  Monroe's  answer 
to  Lord  Castlereagh's  overture,  for  a  direct  neso- 
tiation  for  peace,  a  representation  plainly  dijfer- 
eot  from  the  fact.  The  British  Minister  at  the 
Russian  Court  (Lord  Cathcart)  bavins  given  to 
the  Russian  Minister  the  reasons  why  the  British 
Government  declined  treating  with  the  United 
States,  under  the  mediation  of  Russia,  makes 
known  its  readiness  to  treat  with  them  directly ; 
and  add»*-*^  U,  through  the  good  offices  of  his 


Imperial  Majesty,  this  proposition  should  be 
accepted,  the  Prmce  Regent  would  prefer  that 
the  conferences  should  be  held  at  London,"  dbe. 
In  his  answer  Mr.  Monroe  says,  that  "  by  this 
communication  it  appears,"  that  the  Prince  Re* 
gent  having  rejected  the  mediation  of  Russia, 
^  proposed  to  treat  directly  with  the  United  States 
at  Gk>ttenburf^  or  London  ;  and  that  he  had  re- 
quested the  interposition  of  the  good  offices  of 
the  Emperor  in  favor  of  such  an  arrangement." 
One  motive  for  using  an  expression  obviouslv  of- 
fensive to  the  British  Government  seems  to  nave 
been,  to  induce  the  people  of  the  United  States 
to  believe  that  that  Government  was  petitioning 
for  peace ;  driven  to  it,  to  be  sure,  by  the  ener- 
getic measures  of  our  own ! 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  said,  that  the 
charge  of  moral  treason  had  been  met  with  in- 
dignant silence ;  a  mode  of  treatment  which, 
perhaps,  would  have  been  the  most  sqitable.  I, 
however,  bad  intended  to  make  some  observa- 
tions on  this  new  doctrine ;  but  havinf  occupied 
so  much  of  the  time  of  the  Committee,  I  will  pass 
it  by.  Indeed,  I  think  the  observations  which 
have  been  made  by  my  friends  on  this  Me  of  the 
House  amply  sufficient. 

The  same  gentleman  said  that  there  was  now 
no  indisposition,  on  the  part  of  the  Republicans, 
to  foster  a  navy.  The  reason  is  obvious;  the 
exploits  of  the  Navy  have  saved  the  party  from 
sinking.  In  the  actual  management  of  iheir  war 
nothing  else  has  kept  their  beads  above  water. 
The  gentleman  sought  an  apology  for  the  early 
and  long-continued  opposite  conduct  in  the  party 
called  Republicans,  in  the  fact,  that  Washington 
was  for  some  time  silent  on  the  subject  of  a  navy. 
Sir,  the  reason  is  plain.  When  at  the  commence- 
mentof  his  Administration  the  €k)vernment  itself 
was  to  be  organized,  and  everything  requisite  to 
the  exercise  of  its  powers  was  to  be  created,  mat- 
ters of  indispensaole  necessity  were  first  to  be 
provided  for.  But  as  soon  as  possible,  after  the 
depredations  of  the  Algerines  required  a  naval 
force  to  protect  our  commerce,  it  was  proposed 
that  a  naval  force  should  be  provided.  And  what 
then  was  the  conduct  of  the  same  party  now  call- 
ing themselves  Republicans  ?  They  vehemently 
resisted  the  attempt  to  commence  building  a  na- 
vy ;  and  one  of  the  ablest  leaders  of  the  party 
thanked  God  that  the  trees  necessary  for  such  a 
navy  were  then  yet  standing  in  the  woods.  This 
Republican  hostility  to  a  navy  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  individuals  of  the  party)  continued  down 
to  the  projected  commencement  of  the  present 
war.  I  recollect,  that  when,  on  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  five  or  six  years  ago,  it 
was  proposed  to  make  an  appropriation  for  re- 
pairing some  of  the  frigates,  wnicb,  if  omitted  for 
another  year,  would  be  hardly  worth  repairing,  a 
Republican  Senator,  and  a  very  honest  man,  wno 
spoxe  the  sentiment  of  his  heart,  thus  accosted 
me:  ^If  all  our  frigates  were  collected  into  one 
bunch,  and  they  were  all  in  flames,  and  if  by 
spitting  I  could  extinguish  the  fire,  I  would  not 
spit  I" 
But  thegeotlemaa-from  Louisiana  said  theAd* 
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done  DO  Id  jury  to  Spain ;  and  intimated  that  it 
was  oar  ''svmpathjr''  for  her,  soffering  under  the 
attacks  and  oppression  of  the  French  Emperor, 
that  occasionea  the  United  States  to  forhear  so 
long  10  take  possession  of  West  Florida.  Sir,  I 
have  nerer  been  able  to  discover  the  smallest  to- 
kens of  sympathy  for  Spain  in  the  dominant  party 
in  the  United  States — neither  in  those  who  have 
administered  our  Government,  nor  among  their 
aupporters.  On  the  contrary,  every  victory,  and 
every  advantage  gained  by  the  French  Emperor 
in  Spain,  appeared  to  be  with  them  a  subject  of 
rejoicing.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  regretted 
by  the  same  party,  that  the  Spaniards  had  risen 
in  arms  and  resisted  their  oppressor,  who  had 
treacherously  dethroned  their  King  and  usurped 
his  Crown.  I  once  witnessed  an  expression  of 
that  regret  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  because  of 
the  effect  it  would  produce  in  the  United  States! 
And  what  was  that  expected  effect  1  Obviously 
of  universal  sympathy  among  a  people  who  had 
taken  arms,  and  endured  the  evils  of  a  war  of 
seven  years,  to  establish  their  own  independence. 
It  was  natural  to  suppose  that  such  a  people 
would,  in  their  feelings  at  least,  take  part  with 
the  suffering  Spaniards  whom  the  usurper  was 
attempting  to  bring  under  his  yoke.  Had  such 
feelings  existed,  they  would  have  led  the  people 
to  execrate  the  oppressor,  while  ihey  must  have 
hailed  those  who  flew  to  the  aid  of  the  oppressed ; 
but  they  were  the  English,  whom  the  people  had 
been  tauj|;ht  to  hate,  and  whose  hatred,  it  was 
wished,  for  party  purposes,  to  keep  up  and  aggra- 
vate. But  whatever  was  the  cause,  it  is  a  noto- 
rious fact,  that  the  great  body  of  the  American 
people  wno  supported  the  Administration  exhib- 
ited no  sign  of  sympathy  for  the  Spanish  patriots, 
nor  any  wish  for  their  success.  Through  the 
treachery  of  the  Spanish  Prime  Minister,  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  the  flower  of  the  Spanish  army 
bad  been  sent  to  Germany,  to  aid  the  French  in 
making  or  maintaining  tneir  conquests  in  that 
eonntry ;  while  strong  French  armies  were  march- 
ed into  Spain,  and  put  in  possession  of  some  of 
her  strongest  fortresses.  The  Spaniards  being 
thus  betrayed  and  surprised,  the  French  Emperor 
imposed  on  them  his  brother  Joseph  for  their 
King.  It  was  in  this  forlorn  situation  that  the 
Spaniards  had  the  courage  to  rise  and  resist  the 
tyrant.  And  who  that  really  hated  tyrants  and 
tyranny  could  forbear  to  hail  those  generous  spi- 
rits, and  bid  them  God  speed  ?  Yet,  they  were 
not  thus  hailed  by  the  majority  of  Americans ! 
Their  chief,  ([Mr.  Jefferson)  with  the  coolest  in- 
difference, said  it  was  a  mere  contest  about  the 
Qovernment,  to  decide  whom  the  Spaniards 
should  have  for  their  King !  As  if  it  were  a 
matter  of  indifference  to  any  nation,  whether 
they  should  hare  a  chief  ruler  of  their  own  choice, 
of  a  family  to  which  they  had  long  been  attached, 
or  one  whom  a  neigbborios  tyrant  wopld  impose 
on  them !  But  the  English  had  taken  the  sine  of 
the  Spanish  patriots,  and  sent  an  army  and  sup- 
plies to  aid  them  in  their  gallant  struggles  to 
throw  off  the  French  yoke.  It  was  then  that  the 
French  Emperor  issued  his  insulting  and  blas- 


phemous proclamation  to  the  Spaniards :  ^  I  will 
'  soon  (said  he)  chase  from  the  Peninsula  the  En- 
^  glish  army,  who  have  been  sent  to  Spain,  not  for 
'  your  aid,  but  to  influence  you  with  a  false  conii- 

*  dence.  and  to  mislead  you."  And  he  thus  con- 
cludes his  proclamation :  ^  But  if  all  my  efforts 
'  are  ineffectual,  and  if  I  find  you  unworthy  of  my 
'  confidence,  I  will  treat  yon  as  conquered  prov- 
'  inces.  and  place  my  brother  on  another  throne. 
'  I  will  put  tne  crown  of  Spain  on  my  own  head ; 
'  I  will  be  respected  even  by  the  worst.   For  God 

*  has  given  me  the  power  and  the  disposition  ne- 

*  cessary  to  surmount  all  obstacles  !^ 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (as  another  ex- 
cuse for  the  conduct  of  our  Government,  in  pos- 
sessing itself  of  one  Spanish  province,  and  for 
more  than  contemplating  the  taking  possession  of 
another)  said  the  Spaniards  had  attempted  to  cor- 
rupt the  people  of  our  Western  country.  Sir, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  this  intrigue  also, 
like  that  for  shutting  up  the  Mississippi,  origina- 
ted with  the  French  Govern menL  As  early  as 
February,  1797,  the  American  Commissioner,  Mr. 
EUicott,  having  arrived  at  Natchez,  was  informed 
that  Louisiana  was  to  be  ceded  by  Spain  to  France. 
This  appears  in  the  journal  of  Mr.  EUicott^  who 
was  employed  by  the  United  States  to  join  the 
Commissioners  of  Spain,  to  run  the  boundary 
line  between  the  territories  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Spanish  provinces  of  the  Florida*,  from 
the  Mississippi  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  For  more 
than  a  year,  the  Spanish  officers  at  Natchez  and 
New  Orleans  interposed  delays,  on  the  most  friv- 
olous pretences ;  and  contrary  to  the  positive  stip- 
ulations of  the  treaty  of  1795  with  the  United 
States.  This  conduct  of  the  Spanish  officers  ap- 
peared unaccountable  at  the  time;  but  suppose 
only  a  French  intrigue  (and  Spain,  in  1797,  was 
in  close  alliance  with  France,  and  almost  abso- 
lutely at  her  devotion)  and  all  diflSculty  van- 
ishes.(ll) 

Permit  me  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  the  transactions  in  East  Florida. 
Everybody  knows  that  Congress  passed  a  law 
authorizing  the  President  to  take  possession  of  it, 
in  case  any  other  Power  should  attempt  to  do  it. 
But  no  such  attempt  being  made,  there  could  be 
no  pretence,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  for  march- 
ing troops  into  East  Florida.  Yet  troops  of  the 
United  States  were  marched  to  the  neighborhood 
of  St.  Augustine,  in  some  sort  beleaguring  it  a 
year  or  more ;  and  certainly  by  their  positioUi  if 
not  actively,  countenancing  the  body  of  men 
there  calling  themselves  "patriots,*^  who  were  in 
arms  against  the  Spanish  Government.  Prior  to 
this,  however.  General  Matthews  (unquestionably 
employed  by  our  Adobinistration)  had  entered 
East  Florida,  and  with  these  self-styled  patriots 
(five-sizths  of  them,  as  I  am  informed,  mhabit- 
ants  of  Georgia)  had  taken  forcible  possession  of 
the  Spanish  island  of  Amelia.  Here  there  was 
a  curious  coincidence  of  naval  aid,  by  our  gun- 
boats, under  the  command  of  Commodore  Camp- 
bell.   I  remember  seeing  a  letter  with  his  siirna- 


ture,  fas  published  in  the  newspapers,)  in  which, 
as  well  as  I  recollect,  in  answer  to  an  application. 
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of  the  **  patriots"  for  his  assistance,  he  expressed 
a  sentiment  of  this  kind — ^'  that,  although  he  had 
DO  orders  from  his  Goveroment,  he  would  be  al- 
ways ready  to  render  his  aid  in  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty." Mentioning  this  letter  to  the  gentleman 
from  Charleston^  to  whom  I  have  once  before  al- 
luded, and  who  IS  known  to  the  honorable  Speak- 
er, and  expressing  my  opinion  that  no  officer  of 
the  United  States  would  dare  to  carry  his  arms 
against  the  territory  of  a  nation  with  whom  we 
were  at  peace,  without  some  kind  of  authority 
from  the  Government  to  countenance  the  act ; 
Temarkin|r,  too,  that  a  law  existed  making  it  high- 
er penal  ^r  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  to 
form  such  an  expedition;  the  gentleman  from 
Charleston  answered   to  this  effect:   '* Perhaps 

*  Commodore  Campbell's  letter  from  the  Gk>vern- 
'  ment  was  like  the  one  received,  at  that  time, 
'  relating  to  the  East  Florida  business,  by  Lieu- 
'  tenaut  Gadsden,  who  then  commanded  a  small 

*  armed  vessel  of  the  United  States  at  Charleston. 
'Lieutenant  Gadsden,  not  knowing  what  con- 
'  struction  to  put  upon  the  letter,  carried  it  to  the 
'  district  attorney  of  the  United  States,  a  gentle- 
^  man  well  known  for  his  legal  talents.    The  dis- 

*  trict  attorney,  having  read  it,  told  Lieutenant 
'  Gadsden  that  if  he  should  go  with  his  vessel  to 
I  Bast  Florida  his  orders  would  justify  him ;  and 
^  if  he  did  not  go,  they  would  also  justify  him !" 

In  addition  to  all  this,  sir,  I  have  received  in- 
formation on  which  I  rely,  that  General  Mat- 
thews, when  on  his  way  to  East  Florida,  received 
about  ten  thousand  dollars  on  account  of  the  United 
States  at  Charleston,  and  additional  sums  at  Sa- 
vannah, to  enable  him  to  prosecute  the  revolution 
and  invasion  of  that  province.  Further  still,  sir, 
I  can  positivelv  assert,  that  besides  these  opera- 
tions on  the  Atlantic  coast,  it  was  intended  to 
take  possession  of  Pensacola ;  aod  that,  for  this 
purpose,  Colonel  Hawkins,  the  United  States' 
agent  with  the  Creek  nation,  was  desired  to  ob- 
tain their  permission  to  march  the  troops  through 
their  country.(12)  And  yet  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  has  told  us,  that  our  Government  had 
no  disposition  to  do  any  injury  to  Spain !  But  as 
injuries,  and  serious  ones,  too,  apparent  to  all  the 
world,  had  been  committed  against  Spain,  in  the 
unwarrantable  acts  of  our  Government  in  relation 
to  the  Floridas,  it  was  necessary  to  find  some 
apology  for  them ;  and  hence  the  mention  of  the 
depredations  committed  by  the  armed  vessels  of 
Spain  on  our  commerce,  to  the  amount  of  some 
millions  of  dollars,  for  which  no  indemnity  has 
yet  been  paid.  I  have  already  explained  this  mat- 
ter, ffnd  shown  it  to  have  arisen  from  an  act  of 
our  own  Government,  in  coupling  with  this  de- 
mand another  for  indemnity  for  French  spolia- 
tions consummated  in  Spanish  ports,  but  for 
which,  in  the  actual  state  of  things  at  the  time, 
Spain  was  not,  in  equity,  responsible ;  the  power 
ot  France  being  then  ascendant,  and  controlling 
all  Spanish  measures. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  suffered  his 
imagination  to  be  alarmed  with  the  idea  of  a  pos- 
sible invasion  of  the  United  States  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, who.   he  said,  might   subsidize    Hessians, 


Branswickers,  and  Russians.  Sir,  the  British 
Government  is  too  wise  to  think  of  so  idle  a  pro- 
ject, as  an  invasion  for  the  purpose  of  holding  any 
part  of  the  United  States.  And  were  we  even  to 
make  her  a  tender  of  our  independence,  again  to 
become  her  colonies,  she  would  not  accept  the  offer. 
She  knows,  as  every  man  must  know,  that  with 
our  rapidly  increasing  population,  which  in  the 
lapse  of  a  few  years  will  equal  her  own,  we  could 
not  long  be  kept  in  subjection ;  and  hence  would 
appear  the  folly  of  accepting  it  if  tendered.  In 
respect  to  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  de- 
sires only  peace  and  liberal  commerce,  which  she 
well  knows  how  to  appreciate,  but  which  bless-, 
ings  at  this  time  are  of  immensely  greater  im- 
portance to  us  than  to  her. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Forstth,) 
in  mentioning  the  opposition  of  the  minority  to 
the  loan  bill,  and  other  war  measures,  ascribed  it 
to  their  *' malignant  prejudice." 

[Mr.  Forstth  rose  to  explain,  and  said  he  did 
not  mean  to  comprehend  generally  the  party  in 
opposition  to  the  Government,  but  some  only,  or 
a  few.] 

Well,  sir,  1  do  not  see  that  I  am  excepted  in 
this  explanation.  The  gentleman's  remark  hav- 
ing  been  made  in  this  House,  must  be  considered 
as  applicable  to  some  at  least  of  its  members. 
But,  sir,  my  character  is  not  to  be  affected  by  any 
such  charges ;  for  (and  slandered  as  I  have  been, 
I  trust  I  shall  be  excused  for  saying)  it  stands  on 
the  rock  of  integrity  and  truth,  and  not  all  the 
powers  of  Democrac v  and  Hell  can  shake  it. 

"  Unhallowed  amoition  (said  the  gentleman) 
sits  upon  their  bosom,  stifling  reason,  and  subduing 
the  better  feelings  of  the  heart !"  And  then  in 
the  language,  but  not  with  the  tone  of  lamenta- 
tion and  regret,  added — "  They  must  die  in  their 
sins — unannointed  and  unannealed  I"  Sir,  to  this 
gentleman,  and  to  all  others  who  hold  the  same 
sentiments,  I  will  content  myself  with  applving 
the  words  of  Job  to  his  upbraiding  friends — "No 
doubt  y^  are  the  men,  and  wisdom  shall  die  with 
yott." 

The  gentleman's  colleague,  (Mr.  Cuthbbbt,) 
who  spoke  before  him,  and  who  has  so  lately 
taken  a  seat  in  this  House  that  I  had  not  seen 
him  before,  rose  and  spoke  on  the  same  side  of 
the  question;  and  with  extreme  vehemence— 
with  apparent  fire  and  fury — but  on  taking  a 
chair  nearer  to  him  I  found  that,  in  the  midst  of 
the  storm,  his  face  wore  a  benignant  smile.  Thia 
gentleman,  (Mr.  C.)  candidly  uttered  a  truth 
more  important  than  any  I  have  heard  from  the 
same  side  of  the  House.  He  said,  *^  Great  Britain 
has  rescued  the  nations  of  Europe."  Yes,  sir, 
when  those  nations  had  been  subdued,  or  awed 
into  submission  by  the  power  of  Franco,  Britain, 
undismaved,  persevered  in  her  mighty  efforts  to 
restore  toem  to  their  independence ;  and  in  the 
glorious  result  has  proved  herself  to  have  been 
justly  entitled  "  The  worlcPa  last  hopeJ^ 

But  the  gentleman  from  Geoivia,  to  whom  I 
have  repeatedly  alluded,  (Mr.  Fobbyth,)  said 
that  Great  Britain  was  not  fightinjg;  for  the  liber- 
ties of  the  world ;  that  we  erred  in  ascribing  to 
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her  the  safety  of  mtioofr— «Dd  asked,  what  in- 
floenee  bad  the  mighty  nary  of  Great  Britain  ia 
deciding  the  battle  of  Moscow  ?  What  in  gain- 
ing the  victory  of  the  allies  at  Leipsie  1  Sir,  if  I 
had  heard  these  qoesttons  asked  anywhere  baton 
the  floor  of  this  Honse,  I  should  have  said  they 
were  very  shallow  qaestions.  The  British  fleet, 
it  is  true,  could  not  sail  on  the  plains  of  Moscow, 
nor  navigate  a  branch  of  the  nver  Elbe  at  Leip- 
sie. But  when  the  nations  of  the  Continent  had 
sunk  under  the  arms  of  France,  Britain,  fighting 
for  her  existence,  successfully  maintained  the 
combat.  She  did  much  more.  With  her  fleets 
commanding  on  the  seas  she  transported  her  ar- 
mies to  Ponugal-*enconra|^  and  uu£[bt  her  in- 
habitants to  nght.  and,  with  their  united  force. 
defeated  and  expelled  the  armies  of  France.  Por- 
tngal  redeemed,  the  British  and  Portuguese  enter- 
ed Spain,  uniting  theirs  with  the  Spanish  arms, 
to  deliver  that  country  also  from  the  yoke  of 
France ;  and  this,  too,  after  years  of  hard  nghtinff. 
has  been  accomplished;  the  fleets  of  Briuin  all 
the  time  transporting  strong  reinforcements  of 
troops,  and  stores  of  all  kinds,  alike  indispensable 
and  immense,  for  sneh  g^reat  and  long  continued 
operations.  The  fleets  of  Britain  also,  still  com- 
manding on  the  seas,  compelled  her  enemy  to 
transport  slowly  and  expensively,  by  land,  every- 
thing requisite  for  his  projected  conquest  of  Rus- 
sia, and  the  maintenance  and  relief  of  the  fortified 
places  accessible  by  water.  But  still  further — 
the  fleets  of  Britain  gave  scope  for  the  exercise 
of  the  unconquerable  spirit  and  the  energies  of 
her  people  in  those  great  enterprises,  which,  by 
their  example  and  effects,  kept  alive,  or  rekindled 
ia  the  nations  of  Europe,  the  spirit  to  resist,  and 
finally  to  overthrow  the  universal  tyrant. 

The  same  f^entlemaa  asked,  for  what  were  the 
Spanish  patriots  contending?  And  he  answered, 
it  was  to  determine  who  should  be  their  master, 
Bonaparte  or  Bourbon;  adding,  that  to  us  it  was 
immaterial  whether  Joseph  or  Ferdinand  ruled 
Spain.  And  was  it  indeed  a  matter  of  indiffer- 
ence to  us  and  to  the  world,  whether  Bonaparte 
added  another  kingdom  to  his  European  domin- 
ions, and  that  kingdom  Spain,  with  her  immense 
territories  and  resources  in  both  the  Indies  ?  For 
who  does  not  know  that,  with  his  brother  Joseph 
OB  the  Spanish  throne,  the  French  Emperor 
would  have  commanded  him  and  all  his  subjects  ? 

The  same  gentleman  from  Georgia  also  asked, 
whether  the  minority  did  not  expect  that  indem- 
nities would  have  been  demanded  of  France,  for 
all  the  injuries  we  had  wstained  from  the  execu- 
tion of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees?  And  then 
affirmed  that  such  indemnities  would  have  been 
demanded,  although  the  eagles  of  Bonaparte  had 
been  erected  on  the  walls  of  Moscow !  So,  sir, 
in  the  words  of  the  poet,  often  quoted,  you  may 
**  eall  up  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep" — but  will 
tbej  come  when  called  1  Sir,  the  President  him- 
self, who  has  so  of^en  mentioned  the  just  expec- 
tations— the  authorized  expeetationa— of  such  in- 
demnities, cannot  expect  any  will  be  obtained. 
Gkneral.  Armstrong,  when  our  Minister  in  France, 
having  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Madison  mentioned  the 


enormous  spoliations  of  American  property,  par- 
ticularlv,  I  think,  under  the  Rambooillet  decree, 
declarea,  ^  that  their  very  magnitude  forbade  all 
hope  of  restoration."  Sir,  there  is  not  a  member 
of  this  House,  that  sets  any  value  on  his  reputa* 
tion  as  a  man  of  sense,  who  will  expose  himself 
to  ridicule,  b^  saying  that  he  expects  France  will 
give  indemnities  for  her  immense  depredations 
on  our  commerce — which  amount  to  at  least 
thirty  millions  of  dollars.  Mr.  Cbairmao  I  will 
notice  but  one  thing  more  which  fell  from  the 
eentleiAan  from  Georgia:  He  said  he  would  con- 
tinue the  war  an  hundred  years,  rather  than  sub- 
ject American  seamen  to  impressment !  Sir,  with- 
out questioning  the  profound  wisdom  of  this  sen- 
timent, I  will  barely  remark,  that  were  the  war 
to  be  continued  but  for  a  small  portion  only  of 
that  period,  we  should  have  neither  ships  nor  sea- 
men ;  a  consummation,  as  I  have  before  observed, 
undoubtedly  corresponding  with  the  wishes  of 
Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  genome  disciples. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  course  of  the  debates  on 
the  Loan  bill,  some  gentleman  spoke  of  the  Roa- 
sian  mediation,  on  which  I  had  publicly  written, 
stating  that  the  Russian  Minister,  Mr.  Daaehkof^ 
had  made  an  offer  of  it  without  orders  from  his 
Government;  whereas  it  now  appear^,  from  the 
documents  lately  communicated  by  the  President, 
that  Mr.  Dasehkoff  was  instructed  to  offer  the 
mediation  of  his  master,  the  Emperor  Alexander, 
to  effect  a  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain ;  and  the  gentleman  expressed  his 
expectation  that  my  candor  would  induce  me  to 
acknowledge  I  had  been  in  an  error.  Sir,  I  shall 
never  hesitate,  on  proper  evidence,  to  confess  an 
error ;  but  in  this  case  1  have  nothing  to  retract. 
I  publicly  announced,  that  my  whole  statement 
rested  on  the  information  I  had  received — but  re- 
ceived from  a  gentleman  on  whose  correctness  I 
relied.  And,  !<ir,  I  still  think  the  reliance  was 
just.  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  a  verbal  offer  was 
made  without  instructions,  and  rejected.  The 
gentleman's  information,  as  t  stated  it,  came  dowu 
to  the  6th  of  March,  1813;  to  which  Mr.  Daseh- 
koff had  received  no  instructions.  And  within  a 
few  days  I  have  learnt,  very  accidentally,  though 
from  an  authentic  source,  that  it  was  on  the  same 
6th  of  March,  and  I  understand  on  the  evening  of 
that  day,  the  despatches,  cont.itning  Mr.  Dasch- 
koff's  instructions,  came  to  his  hands ;  and  on  the 
8th  of  March  he  tendered  the  mediation  in  a  let- 
ter to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Here,  sir,  give  me  leave  to  notice  the  advan- 
tage attempted  to  be  taken  b?  different  gentlemen, 
of  one  expression  in  Mr.  Daschkofl^s  letter,  to 
justifv  our  Government  in  declaring  war.  Mr. 
Dascnkoff  says— *- His  Majesty,  who  takes  pleas- 
*  ure  in  doing  justice  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Gov- 
<  ernment  of  the  United  States  of  America,  is 
'  convinced  that  it  has  done  all  that  it  could  do  to 
'  prevent  this  rupture."  If,  sir,  such  a  sentiraeac 
be  expressed  in  Mr.  Daschkoff's  instructions  from 
his  Uovernment,  it  most  be  viewed  as  one  of 
those  diplomatic  compliments  which  mean  no- 
thing ;  and  which,  if  taken  seriously  by  any  dip- 
lomatist of  any  experience,  would  render  him 
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ridiookos.    Aad  unqaettiooftbly  an  equal  com* 
iJiment,  whatever  it  ni^ht  be.  wn9  paid  to  the 
Bfilisli  as  to  the  American  Gk)verDment.    But 
cavtaiDly  the  Ruseian  Government  could  not  bare 
expected  that  either  would  have  been  published 
to  the  world.    And  if  we  suppose  the  sentiment 
was  expres&ed  to  the  American  Government,  ex- 
clusively, we  must  also  suppose  that  the  Kmperor 
Alexander  was  willing  to  charge  the  Government 
of  his  distinguished  ally,  Great  Britain/  with  a 
conduct  directly  opposite  to  that  of  the  American 
Government ;  that  is,  as  persisting  in  claims  un- 
reasonable and  unjust— a  supposition  not  easily 
to  be  admitted,  because  the  imputation  is  grossly 
afirontive  to  Great  Britain.     But,  after  all.  (as 
drowning  men  will  catch  at  straws.)  of  what 
Taioe  is  the  sentiment,  if  really  expressed  in  Mr. 
DasohkofiPs  insiractiona?    What  does  the  Bm** 
pefor  Alexander  know  of  thfe  merits  of  the  con- 
troversy, which,  for  so  many  years,  has  been  kept 
up  betweeik  out  own  and  the  British  Gtovem- 
ment  7    Wlio  can  be  weak  enough  to  imagine, 
that,  amidst  the  cares  of  his  vast  empire,  he  has 

rftt  any  time  in  exambiiig  the  many  volumes 
letters  and  other  doeuments  which  have  been 
written  andjmblishedou  this  subject?  The  num- 
ber even  or  American  citixens  who  have  read 
them,  with  the  critical  attention  requisite  to  the 
forming  of  a  cornet  opinion,  is  very  small ;  nor 
is  it  credible  that  the  Russian  Minister  of  State, 
Count  Romaozow,  was  suffieieiHly  acquainted 
with  the  controversy  to  have  pronounced  aiinh  a 
definitive  opinion.  And,  theretore,  if  he  did  enter- 
tain  that  opinion,  it  most  have  been  foraaed  on 
the  iafmroaation  given  him  on  one  aidfi  of  tJie 
qae$tioA  by  Mr*  Adama;  a  uiciimetanoe,  if  true, 
that  would  ahow  how  HI  qualified  was  the  Ro»* 
sian  Minister  of  State  to  act,  in  tfa«  name  of  the 
Rnsperor,  the  part  of  a  mediator*  The  ease  was 
simply  this:  The  Bmperor'knew  that  war  had 
taken  place  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  attd  was  solicitous  to  efiect  a  reconcilia- 
ttoo.  because  be  wished  for  the  uninterrupted  and 
undiininished  aid  of  his  great  ally,  in  the  com- 
mon cause  of  Europe,  against  the  dangerouspower 
of  France  ',  and  at  the  same  time  that  his  sub- 
jects, who  had  been  long  suffering  under  the 
French  Emperor's  continental  system,  might  en- 
joy all  the  benefits  of  a  free  communication  with 
the  United  States. 

By  the  papers  communicated  about  the  Rus- 
sian mediation,  it  appears  that  the  British  Minis* 
ter  at  St.  Peterbburg  offered  to  give  a  passport  to 
an  American  venel,  to  proceed  to  the  United 
States  with  the  despatches  of  Mr.  AdaflM>  and 
thoae  of  the  Russian  Groverament  eontaiaing  the 
offer  of  its  mediation,  provided  the  veaael  should 
touch  in  Boglaad ;  a  condition  with  which,  Mr. 
AdaiQs  savsy  "he  did  not  think  it  suitable  to  com- 
ply." Why  it  was  not  suitable  is  not  intiiaatedk 
Had  the  vessel  been  despatched^  and  touohcd  in 
Eaglaad,  she  might  have  brought  wi(&  her  the 
decision  of  the  British  Government^  not  to  accept 
the  ra#diftUoa,  and  thus  have  prevented  the  ose* 
kbm  miMon  to  Riissia,  and  tha  delay,  for  near  a 
year,  of  .measores  for  a  4ireet  negottation  to  pur 


an  end  to  the  war,  if  that  was  really  desired. 
There  are  many  other  topics,  Mr.  Chairman, 
which  have  been  introduced  into  this  debate,  and 
which  1  intended  to  notice;  but,  weary  of  the 
subject,  I  shall  pass  them  by,  and  conclude  with 
a  few  observations  on  the  Army  and  Navy  of 
the  United  8tans9,  as  employed  in  the  present 
war. 

In  the  debate  on  the  bill  for  filling  the  ranks  of 
the  Army,  in  order  to  continue  the  war,  one  rea- 
son assigned,  was,  "  to  redeem  the  military  char- 
acter of  the  country.'*  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  needs 
redemption ;  I  mean,  that  I  do  not  think  our  coun- 
try disgraced.  The  like  materials  for  an  ar^ny 
exist  as  in  the'  time  of  our  Revolutionary  war. 
But,  soldiers  are  not  formed  in  a  day.  New  offi- 
cers and  new  men  reqiiire  much  and  long  iostrac- 
tion.  Soldiers  taken  from  the  traoqail  walks  of 
civil  life  must  pass  through  a  course  of  strict 
discipline,  and  he  gradually  inured  to  dangers,  to 
acquire  the  steadiness  necessary  to  meet,  on  equal 
terms,  the  regular  troops  of  an  enemy.  The  uni- 
form exercise  of  the  musket  is  the  easiest  part 
that  soldiers  have  to  learn.  To  march,  to  wheel, 
to  change  th«4r  positions  as  the  scenes  of  action 
change,  and  yet  preserve  their  order,  are  the  dif- 
ficult parts  of  duty.  If  without  such  essential 
preparation  our  troops  have  been  led  into  action, 
disasters  were  to  hav6  been  expected. 

Entirely  different  is  our  Naval  war.  There, 
both  officers  and  men  have  already  learnt  to  march 
on  the  mountain  wave,  and  their  minds  are  famiU 
iar  with  danger— with  the  perils  of  storoas  ami 
tempests— that  would  appal  the  hearts  of  lands^ 
men.  They  are  aUo,  as  seamen,  perlectiy  skilled 
in  all  the  movemeats  and  manoravres  rendered 
necessary  by  changes  of  the  wind  or  the  conduct 
of  the  enemy;  and  nearly  all  they  want  bestdes, 
at  the  breaking  out  of  war,  is  to  learn  the  exer- 
cise of  cannoQ^-a  work  cf£  ten  or  fifteen  days. 
Heaoe  it  was,  that  very  early  after  the  commenec'- 
ment  of  the  war  a(  our  Revolution,  our  armed 
vessels  met  those  of  the  enemy  on  equal  terms, 
reckoning  man  for  man,  and  gun  for  gun.  And, 
for  myself,  I  wanted  no  new  proofis  of  our  ability 
to  meet  an  equal  enemy  on  the  seas.  That,  in 
the  encounters  which  have  happened  in  the  pres- 
ent war,  a  superiority  has  appeared  on  the  side  of 
the  American  armed  vessels,  is  not  surprising, 
when  it  is  considered,  that  by  the  war,  nearly  all 
our  seamen  were  thrown  out  of  employments— 
the  declaration  of  war  having  put  an  eiid^to  our 
fisheries,  and  almost  annihilated  our  mercantile 
navigation — whence  it  happened  that  our  naval 
officers  had  it  in  their  power  to  man  their  vessels 
with  a  superior  class  of  sailers*  The  enemy,  on 
the  other  hand,  oaanaing  thousands  of  nerohont 
vessels,  and  many  hundred  vessels  of  war,  had 
their  choice  of  seamen  lessened.  For  a  long  time, 
too,  they  had  been  almost  without  an  enemy  on 
^he  ocean;  and  their  only  enemy  there,  they  had 
been  accustomed  almost  uniformly  to  bea^  and 
consequently  to  despise.  Hence,  they  had  grown 
over-confident  and  cardess-^ircumstances  which, 
I  even  when  the  forces  should  be  equal,  could  hardly 
I  fail  to  produce  defeat  and  disgrace.(13) 
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Noiet  ^  Mr.  Fichering. 

(1)  The  blockade  from  the  river  Elbe  to  Brest. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1806,  the  Britieh  GoTernment 
ianied  an  order  declaring  the  coaat,  rivers,  and  ports, 
from  the  river  Elbe  to  the  port  of  Brest,  to  be  in  a  state 
of  blockade.  The  practicability  of  snd^  a  blockade  has 
been  denied  by  onr  Government ;  bat,  since  neariy  the 
whole  of  our  own  coast,  of  much  greator  extent,  has 
been  actually  blockaded  by  the  British,  the  practica- 
bility of  the  former  ought  no  longer  to  be  doubted.  It 
is  notorious,  that  if  one  of  our  merchant  vessels,  and 
even  our  public  armed  vessels,  get  out  or  in,  without 
encountering  the  British  ships,  it  is  for  the  most  part 
owing  to  their  superior  sailing.  But  the  Uci  is,  and 
our  Government  well  knew  tiiat  by  the  order  of  the 
16th  of  May,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  British  Gov- 
emment  to  open,  not  to  shut,  the  ports  from  Elbe  to 
Brest,  (excepting  a  small  part  of  them  frtim  Ostend  to 
the  river  Seine,  afaready  in  a  state  of  strict  and  rigorous 
blockade,)  so  as  to  allow  neutrals  to  carry  on  what  has 
been  called  ih%  colonial  trade  with  those  ports.  This 
was  clearly  the  intention  of  the  British  Grovemment 
by  the  terms  of  the  order  itself;  and  so  Mr.  Monroe 
understood  iL  In  his  letter  of  May  17, 1806,  to  Mr. 
Madison,  he  says : 

**  Eariy  this  morning,  I  received  from  Mr.  Fox  a 
note,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  which  you  will  per- 
ceive embraces  explicitly  a  principal  subject  depending 
between  our  Governments,  though  in  rather  a  MPgnlMr 
mode.  The  note  is  couched  in  terms  of  restraint,  and 
professes  to  extend  the  blockade  further  than  was  here- 
tofore done ;  neyertheless,  it  takes  it  from  many  porte 
already  blockaded ;  indeed,  from  all  east  of  Ostend  and 
west  of  the  Seine,  except  in  articles  contraband  of  war 
and  enemies'  property,  which  are  seizable  without  a 
blockade.  And,  in  like  form  of  exception,  considering 
ereiy  enemy  as  one  Power,  it  admito  the  trade  of  neu- 
trals, within  the  same  limit,  to  be  free,  in  the  produc- 
tions of  enemies*  colonies,  in  every  tnit  the  direct  route 
between  the  colony  and  the  parent  country." 

With  this,  not  only  Mr.  Monroe,  but  our  Adminis- 
tration appeared  satisfied,  until,  for  the  purpose  of 
criminating  Great  Britain  and  frivwing  France,  it  was 
made  a  subject  of  complaint  against  the  former,  and 
offered  as  an  epology  for  the  latter  in  issuing  the  Ber- 
lin decree. 

r2)  Mr.  Madison's  letter  of  May  J»,  1807,  to  Gen- 
eral Armstrong,  in  Paris.  After  mentioning  the  ne- 
cessity of  orders  to  French  cruisers,  to  prevent  their 
capturing  our  vessels,  according  to  the  tenor  of  ihb 
Berlin  decree,  Mr.  Madison  adds — *'  There  are  proofs 
that  the  West  India  privateers  have,  under  color  of  the 
edict,  committed  depredations  which  will  constitute 
just  claims  of  redress  fit>m  their  Government." 

(3)  The  marine  ordinance  of  France,  issued  by 
Louis  XrV,  in  1794,  in  amelioration  of  former  rules, 
and  le-enacted  by  Louis  XV  in  1744,  with  some  alter- 
ations to  conform  the  ordinance  to  certain  treaties, 
contains  the  following  regulation  : 

«<  Article  VL  Yesseb  belonging  to  suljecte  of  neu- 
tral States,  which  shaU  depart  fh>m  the  porte  of  a  Steto 
the  enemy  of  His  Majeelj,  and  there  have  taken  their 
lading,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  go  to  the  Statee  of  any 
other  Prince  than  their  own,  whether  allied  to  His  Ma- 
jesty, neutral,  or  enemy,  may  be  stopped  and  brought 
into  his  kingdom,  and  shall  be  declared  good  prixe  with 
their  lading,  even  although  laden  on  account  of  the 
subjecte  of  His  Majesty,  or  of  an  allied  or  neutral 
Stoto." 


(4)  Sodi  an  aiming,  Tigonaily  eondncted,  for  the 
protection  of  onr  commerce,  would  have  saved  thirty 
miUions  of  dollars  in  propnty,  belonging  to  our  mer^ 
chants,  seised,  taken,  and  confiscated  by  the  Fieoek 
Emoeror  and  his  allies  subsequent  to  his  Berlin  deove. 
And,  by  such  resistance,  we  should  also  have  prevent- 
ed the  issuing  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council  of  No- 
vember, 1807;  under  the  operation  of  which,  vcmsU 
and  merchandise  to  a  large  amount  have  been  lost  to 
our  merchants. 

In  February,  1811,  I  requested  the  late  Thomas 
Fitnimons,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  best  in- 
fiyrmed  merehante  in  the  United  Stetea,  to  give  me  his 
opinion  of  the  amount  of  losws  sustained  by  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Stotes  from  French  captures,  ssi- 
xures,  and  confiscations.  He  answered,  <*  I  think  the 
amount  would  exceed  fifly  mBlions  of  dollars."  Then 
mentioning  the  treaty  concluded  with  France  on  Um 
30th  of  Se^mber,  1800,  (Bonaparte  then  Fiivt  Con- 
sul,) in  which  all  daias  of  onr  mordants  for  spolia- 
tions on  their  commerce,  np  to  that  time^  were  leJia- 
quished,  Mr.  Fitisimons  says,  <«  the  univenal  opiaioa 
was  that  the  treaty  abandoned  daias  for  unjust  caa- 
tnrsB  to  the  amount  of  twenty  millions  efdoUaia*"  He 
then  adds, "  The  Uto  seisnres  in  Italy,  Holland,  Ant- 
werp, 6[^t  (all  places  under  the  control  of  the  French 
Emoeror,)  and  the  late  reprisals,  as  they  are  called, 
(under  the  Emperor's  peculiarly  iniquitous  RamboaB- 
let  decree,)  certainly  exceed  thirty  milliona,  independ- 
ently of  the  property  now  in  jeopardy  in  the  North  of 
Europe."  % 

The  above  mentioned  daims  were  abandoned,  be- 
cause there  was  hardly  a  distant  hope  that  the  French 
Government  would  ever  pay  to  our  citizens  the  twenty 
millions  of  doUars,  of  which,  in  the  capturee  of  their 
veesek  and  merehandiae,  they  had  been  deepoiled  by 
Fianch  emisers;  and  becauee;,  in  consideration  of  that 
abandonment,  the  Fieneh  Government  renounced  its 
ptetensioDs  to  have  the  eld  tretiaes  levhred,  eapedaib' 
the  entangling  treaty  of  ailianoe. 

As  to  losses  sustained  by  our  aenhante  aiteapling 
to  carry  on  trade  vrith  France,  and  her  allies  and  de- 
pendendes^  in  contravention  of  British  regulation^ 
Mr.  Fitzsimons  says,  *<  It  may  not  be  unnselul  to  add 
here,  that,  as  respecte  British  captures,  they  were  very 
large  in  amount ;  but,  that  above  four-fifths  of  the  con- 
demnations made  in  die  vice-admiralty  courto  were  re- 
versed upon  the  appeds.  Nevertheless,  owing  to  the 
sacrifice  by  sdes  of  the  property,  and  the  exorbitant 
charges  of  the  officers,  the  recoveries  seldom  exceeded 
one  hdf  of  the  actud  vdue." 

(5)  It  is  in  a  case  of  this  kind  that  the  opinion  of 
the  cdebrated  Bynkershoek,  on  maritime  law,  may  be 
mtroduccd.  He  says,  «*  Bat  if  we  take  for  our  guide 
Nature,  that  great  teacher  of  the  law  of  nations,  we 
shall  find  that  evezythug  is  lawful  against  an  enemy 
as  such."  If  ever  this  principle  was  applicable,  in  ito 
most  extendve  eense^  it  was  in  the  actud  forlorn  dtu- 
ation  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  hopdess  condition  of 
the  Continent,  at  the  time  here  referred  to. 

(6)  The  grounds  on  which  these  Orders  in  Council 
were  issued,  are  stated,  in  their  preamble,  to  be  ths 
establishing  of  an  unprecedented  system  of  waiftn 
agdnst  Great  Britdn,  and  umed  cspedally  at  the  de- 
•traction  of  her  commerce  and  resources,  by  the  Beilhi 
decree,  which  dedared  the  British  islands  to  be  in  a 
state  of  blockade ;  thereby  soljecting  to  capCnie  and 
condemnation  all  vessels,  with  their  caigoc^  whaek 
■hould  continue  to  trade  with  the  Biitndi  dominiaH; 
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and  prohibitiiig  til  trading  in  BngUth  merchandiM, 
whieo,  whether  coming  from  her  colonies  or  mano&c- 
iDivf,  WM  declared  lawful  priie.    That  the  nations  in 
alliance  with  France,  and  under  her  control,  were  re- 
qinired  to  give,  and  had  giTen,  and  continued  to  give, 
eifiMt  to  that  decree ;  that  the  Order  in  Council,  of 
January  7,  1807,  was  issued  either  to  compel  the  rero- 
eation  of  the  Berlin  decree,  or  to  induce  neutral  nn- 
tiotts  to  interpose  with  eflbct  to  obtain  its  reyocataon ; 
hut  which,  on  the  contrary,  had  then  been  recently 
enlbroed  with  great  rigor;  and  that,  under  these  dr- 
enmslances,  the  British  Government  found  itself  com- 
pelled to  take  further  measures  for  asserting  and  vindi- 
cating the  rights  of  Great  Britain,  and  supporting  her 
maritime  power ;  the  maintenance  of  which  was  not 
more  <*  essential  to  the  salety  and  prosperity  of  her 
dominions,  than  it  was  to  the  protection  of  such  States 
MM  Still  retained  their  independence,  and  to  the  general 
intercourse  and  happiness  of  mankind.'' 

Then  followed  the  Orders  in  Council  of  NoTember 
11,  1807,  deelaring  that  *«  all  the  ports  of  Prance  and 
her  alliesy  or  of  any  other  country  at  war  with  His 
Ifa^ty,  and  all  other  ports  or  places  in  Europe,  from 
which,  although  not  at  war  with  His  Majesty,  the 
British  flag  was  excluded,  and  all  ports  or  places  in 
the   colonies,  belonging  to  His  Majesty's  enemies," 
riionld  be  subject  to  the  restrictions  of  the  most  rigor- 
eiM  bioefcade.    But  the  orders  proceed  to  statoi  that 
although  His  Majesty  would  be  fuller  jnstified,  by  the 
dicumstances  above  redted,  to  establish  such  a  system 
of  rigoroas  blockade,  **  yet^  being  desirous  not  to  sub- 
ject neutmlfl  to  any  greater  inconvenience  than  was 
inseparable  from  his  determination  to  counteract  the 
designa  of  his  enemies,  and  to  retort  upon  them  the 
eoBseqnences  of  their  own  violence  and  injustice;" 
and  being  jet  willing  to  hope  that  **  it  might  be  possi- 
ble (consislently  with  that  object)  still  to  allow  to  neu- 
trals the  opportunity  of  furnishing  themselves  with 
colonial  piodnce  for  their  own  oonsumption  and  sup- 
ply ;  and  even  to  leave  open,  for  the  present,  soch  trade 
with  His  Majesty's  enemies  as  should  be  carried  on 
directly  with  the  ports  of  His  Mi^ty's  dominions,  or 
of  his  alliee,  in  the  manner  thereinafter  mentioned :" 
Therefore,  sach  trade  of  neutrals  with  enemy  colonies 
was  permittedy  so  for  as  regarded  articles  for  their  own 
consumption ;  and  also,  in  the  manner  prescribed,  they 
might  trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  on  the 
payment  of  certain  duties  requiied  on  the  importation 
into  Great  Britain  of  goods  destined  for  the  territories 
o/her  enemionr  and  countries  under  thehr  control*  and 
exeonting  the  Berlin  decree  against  Great  Britain. 
These  ve  the  duties  to  which  the  name  of  « tribute" 
has  been  given-— a  nnne  selected  in  order  to  render 
Great  Britain  and  her  orden  the  more  odious ;  seeing 
one  nation  really  under  tribute  to  another,  must  be 
considered  an  dependent  and  degraded.    The  true  state 
of  the  ceee  is  simply  fliis :   If  in  the  actual  state  of  the 
worid,  in  1807,  when  the  French  Emperor  had  sub- 
veited  the  vrhole  law  of  nations,  and,  in  effect,  reduced 
the  small  number  of  nations  remaining  free  from  his 
yoke  to  a  state  of  nature,  in  which  reason,  and  not 
aneiant  miee,  was  to  bo  resorted  to  for  direction :  if, 
nnder  such  circumstances,  Great  Britain  was  justifia- 
ble (as  many  citisens,  to  whom  1  have  before  referred, 
believed,  and,  as  I  think,  on  solid  grounds)  in  abso- 
lutely interdicting  all  commerce  of  neutrals  with  her 
enemies  and  Uieir  associates — then,  if  she  was  willing 
to  relax  her  system  founded  on  rigid  right,  in  fovor  of 
neutral  commerce,  she  had  a  right  to  prescribe  the 


conditions  luder  which  it  should  be  carried  on — whe- 
ther by  the  payment  of  duties,  or  otherwise.  And  it 
would  seem  thatp  by  demanding  such  duties,  Great 
Britain  expected  to  receive  an  equivalent  for  the  bene* 
fits  which  her  enemies  would  derive  from  the  trade  of 
neutnjs. 

(7)  The  Rambouillet  decree  of  the  French  Emperor 
was  distinguished  for  its  unexampled  iniquity.  On 
the  first  of  March,  1809,  Congress  nassed  the  non-in- 
teroourse  law,  which  so  for  repealed  the  embargo  law 
as  to  permit  the  departure  of  our  merehaut  vessels  with 
their  cargoes  to  all  countries,  excepting  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  their  colonies  and  dependencies,  or 
places  in  the  actual  possession  of  either.  This  non- 
intercourse  law  was  to  expire,  by  its  own  limitation,  at 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress ;  and,  by  a  law 
previously  passed,  the  next  meeting  of  Congress  had 
been  fixed  for  the  fourth  Monday  in  May,  1809. 

This  law  was  published  in  the  American  newspa- 
pers, which,  of  course,  went  to  Prance,  and  an  ofllcial 
copy  of  it  was  delivered  by  General  Armstrong,  ''with 
sufficient  promptitude"  (ss  he  has  stated)  to  the  French 
Government  A  whole  year  elapsed  vrithont  any 
known  complaint  against  the  non*interoourse  law.  In 
that  time  American  vessels  with  rich  cargoes  resorted 
to  the  ports  oi  Holland,  Spain,  Italy,  and  Naples; 
countries  which  our  own  Government  chose  to  con- 
sider as  independent,  although  known  to  be  the  real 
«  dependencies"  of  France ;  some  of  the  ports  in  Spain 
excepted,  which  the  patriot  Spaniards,  by  the  effectual 
aid  of  British  forces,  ikad  rescued  from  her  grasp. 

In  this  state  of  things,  with  such  vast  American 
property  within  his  reach,  the  French  Emperor,  on  the 
2ad  of  March,  1810,  issued  his  decree  at  Bambouillet, 
ordering  to  be  seised  and  sold  all  American  vessels  and 
their  cargoes  which  had  entered,  gr  should  enter  tiie 
ports  of  France  and  her  dependencies  after  the  90th 
of  May»  1809.  And  the  French  Minister,  the  Duke  <f 
Cadore,  declared  to  General  Armstrong  that  this  de- 
cree was  an  act  of  reprisal  for  the  non-interoourse  law, 
which  prohibited  the  entrance  of  French  vessels  and 
French  merchandise  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
after  the  90th  of  May,  1809.  But  the  entrance  of  Brit- 
ish vessels  and  BritMh  merchandise  wss  in  the  same 
manner  forbidden ;  yet  the  British  Government  aoqni* 
esced.  Our  own  Government  intended,  unqnestaona- 
bly,  to  fovor  France,  by  permitting  American  vessels 
to  carry  cargoes  of  »'merchandiws  really  wanted  by  her 
to  the  ports  of  Holland,  Spain,  Italy,  and  Naples,  from 
some  of  which  ports  their  conveyance  to  France  would 
be  easy;  end  all  those  countries,  Spain  excepted,  be- 
ing then/ under  the  perfect  control  of  Bonaparte,  might 
justly  be  considered  ss  parts  of  the  French  Empire. 
Yet  this  very  distinction  between  France  and  ^ose 
dependent  countries,  gratuitously  made  by  our  own 
Government  in  fovor  of  Francs^  the  Emperor  afiected 
to  resent,  and  to  consider  as  another  reason  for  seising 
and  confiicating  American  property. 

But  this  Rambouillet  decree,  and  its  execution,  are 
stamped  with  marks  of  singular  atrocity.  It  was  not 
issued  until  near  nine  months  after  the  non-intercouise 
law  had  expired ;  and  was  not  made  known  until  tiie 
14th  of  May,  1810,  when  it  was  published  in  French 
newspapers,  (which  appeared  to  be  the  first  notice  of 
it  obtained  by  our  Minister  in  Paris)  and  carried  into 
immediate  execution. 

(8)  Oppression  often  takes  place,  not  as  the  result 
of  a  system  of  government,  but  of  the  perverse  dispo* 
sition  of  individual  officers.    The  passage  quoted  from 
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my  letter  of  Septombar  10,  1796,  to  Mr.  King,  liai 
relorence  to  dio  ooadnct  of  Adminl  Sir  Hyda  Parker, 
mt  Jamaica.  Hia  predocaaaor  on  that  atatioii  allowed 
to  the  Amerkaa  agent  there  the  means  of  liberating 
Ameiiean  seamen,  by  legal  prooess,  in  which  their 
dtiienship  was  ascertained,  and  snch  were  discharged. 
Sir  Hyde  Parker,  ancceeding  to  the  command,  fbrtede 
hia  offioem  to  enhmit  to  the  proeeas.  His  morose  tem- 
per was  lelt  by  his  feUow-anlijects,  the  British  sailon, 
who  thereibre  gave  him  the  name  of  Vinegar  Parker. 
In  the  present  war,  in  onr  own  oonntry,  we  have  fre- 
quent aoeounta  of  oppression  and  ontrage  exercised 
on  our  citiaeas  by  men  bearing  eommisnons  under  die 
authority  of  the  United  States;  yet  no  one  impales 
such  wrongs  to  the  GoTemment.  But  snch  highly 
npvehenaable  oonducl  as  that  of  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  was 
probably  not  repeated  by  aaty  other  commanding  oft- 
oer.  And  for  some  yean  bdm  the  war  wsa  dedarsd 
the  ii^nnetioM  of  the  royal  proclamation  (of  the  16th 
of  October,  1807)  were  no  danbt  generally  ebaenwd. 

(9)  Mr.  Madison  himself  has  riwaTs  ^admitted  the 
right  of  Great  Britain  to  impreas  her  'own  suljeets 
ten  American  merchant  Teasels,  when  these  were  in 
British  porta.  And  the  inatradsons  written  hf  him, 
by  tiio  dosctioa  of  Mr.  Jefiemon,  for  the  negotrntions 
with  Grsat  Britahi  on  the  subject  of  imprsesments, 
vniformhf  coneade  this  point. 

(10)  The  remariu  raMve  to  the  rule  of  1756,  an 
iw— sntiid  with  the  obeer^ation  of  the  gentleman  from 
atato  of  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  «<  that  the 
Engliah  Court  of  Admkalty  foimerly  regulated  its 
dedaittna  by  the  law  of  nations ;  but  lattoriy  by  the 
ordets  of  ito  Government"  To  tfiis  it  may  be  an- 
awered— that  the  law  of  nations  is  still  awmed  to  be 
the  rule  by  which  the  adjudications  of  that  court  are 
ditedsd.  But  it  «iU  be  eaid-''  Its  rules  of  decision 
wy,  at  one  time  and  another,  in  casee  of  the  aame 
kind,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  GoTsmment.'* 
The  question  then  oceun^  whether  thoee  offlers  are, 
or  are  not  eanformable  to  the  law  of  nations  1  Under 
•omo  ciNttmstottees  a  Government  may  insist  on  the 
mmrrise  of  ito  txtrtme  rigkU^  within  the  limito  of 
pohlie  law,  and  in  other  drcumstances,  relax  from 
«nh  rigid  adherence  to  them ;  and  again  from  the  lat- 
ter alato  raeur  to  the  former.  Theae  remarks  seem 
apniJMiiiii  to  the  changes  in  the  British  Admiralty  de- 
oUoM  of  which  we  complain.  For  a  time,  the  rigor 
of  the  rule  of  1756  was  relaxed;  and  then  again 
hraned  up  to  a  strider  construction  of  the  rule.  If  in 
wiy  CUM  Hiis  was  done,  without  reasomabls  notice  to 
Motmls  of  the  change,  it  was,  Uke  all  te  decreea  of 
^o  French  Smpetor  for  capturing  and  seiring  noutral 

r,  highly  reprehensiMi  sad  unjust.    What  has 
^  fod,  I  am  not  suficionily  infocmed  to  expiees 


(1 1)  The  Spanish  oAcete  continued  to  throw  ofasta- 
w  in  the  way  of  running  the  boundary  Une,  from 
Febraaiy,  1797,  to  the  Summer  of  1758 ;  and  nothing 
h«t  Mr.  BBioott^s  leeohrte  conduct,  and  hii  actually 
eeuameiicing  ^  work,  without  watting  any  longer  for 
the  Spanish  agenia,  ptei  anted  lurther  procrastinatiott. 
(It)  My  information  (in  addition  to  what  the  newa- 
papers  furnished^  was  dciived  from  the  letter  of  a  gen- 
tleman whom  I  haYe  long  known,  and  whose  obeerra- 
tion»  dfoeetnment,  and  accuracy,  entitle  him  to  full 
confidence.  On  the  17th  of  May.  IS  13,  he  wrote  to 
me  as  follows:  *«Mrhan  General  Matthews  went  on  to 
ttM  aouthward  last  Summer,  to  roTohitioniae  East  Floi^ 
Ida,  ho  drew  from  the  bank  inCharieeton  about  twenty 


thousand  dollars,  on  aoeoont  of  the  GovemmoBt  of  the 
United  Stetes.  Considerable  sums  hatre  ainoe  been 
drawn,  on  the  eame  account,  from  the  cnstom-4koiMe 
in  Savannsii.  The  secret  was  so  badly  kept,  that  the 
whole  country  through  which  General  Matthews  mid 
his  coadjutor,  Colonel  Isaacs,  passed,  were  apprised  of 
the  design ;  and  that  this  public  money,  so  dravm,  wns 
for  the  purpose  above  stoted.  But,  sir,  East  Fleridn 
was  not  the  sole  object  in  contemplation.  Clonal 
Hawkins,  one  of  oar  agents  for  Indian  ^hir%  wnsi^ 
plied  to  by  General  Matthews  and  Colonel  laaaes,  to 
ncgotiato  a  passage  for  their  army  (so  called)  through 
the  Creek  nation,  for  the  express  purpose  of  attacking 
and  toking  possssrion  of  the  city  of  Penaacoia,  alter 
the  fbn  of  St.  Augustine,  which  was  considered  aa«sr- 
tain.  In  consequence  of  this  request  ftom  Genml 
Matthews  and  Cotonel  Isaacs,  Colonel  Hawfcina  nego- 
tiatad  with  the  chiefo  of  the  Creek  nation  the  passage 
of  this  army  of  patriote  through  their  county.** 

(13)  SeToral  gentlemen  who  spoks  in  the  debate 
on  the  Loan  bill,  having  noticed  some  parte  of  the  pre- 
ceding speech*  it  was  intsoded  to  offer  a  brief  re^y, 
chiefly  for  the  purpoee  of  correcting  aame  mntmnnl 
errors  in  fiwte  into  whklw  through  wantof  infarmntiaa, 
they  had  follen.  But,  a  perverrion  of  iriwt  ia  callad 
the  **  prsTioua  questioQ,"  (whoas  legitimate  aaa  ia  to 
prereni  a  decision  of  the  main  question,  when  ciieam- 
atanoes  should  render  ai^  decision  ineacpedisiit,  but  the 
perverse  use  of  which  compels  the  imnlfdiate  dedaiin 
of  the  main  question*)  this  **  previoiis  quesfian"  hav- 
ing stopped  all  fufdier  debate,  Mr.  Pickering  is  eoin- 
stiained  to  oiler  a  fow  obaeivatio— <  by  wny  of  reply, 
in  this  note. 

A  gentleaean  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bppea)  gtancadat 
many  topica,  serring  for  declamation ;  bat  gemaally 
touching  only  their  surface^  no  answer  ia  neeeesaiy. 
What  seemed  most  to  have  louand  hm  feelings,  was  the 
stotement  made  by  Mr.  P.  ralativu  to  the  embargo  of 
I>eccmber,  1807,  enacted  on  the  raeommeadation  of 
Mr.  Jefierson,  which  was  demonstrated  to  be  a  giaai 
impoeture^  but  which,bythedoesption  nractieedonthe 
people,  induced  their  acquieaeenoa  in  ttm  neeasuie  for 
abofo  fbvrteen  me«th%  by  which  a  gcneni  stngnation 
of  thk  commerce  was  cActed,  to  the  rain  of  some,  to 
the  grievous  daawige  of  muilitudee,  and  to  the  guoseml 
injury  of  the  teuntij.  Mr.  P.  riiso  stated  the  gvont 
extent  of  the  oommeriDe  which  nught  have  bean  uBjo^ 
ed,  netwithstmiding  the  Frs^ch  duMues  and  ^aBrii^ 
ieh  Otdersin  CoaMii»if  the  •mhago  had  not 
impeeed ;  and  he  shoiwd,  on  the  alatemant  and 
isns  of  eaunent  marehant 
enabled  them  to  form  the 
but  fbr  the  embargo,  the  United 
tinned  to  cany  en  a  cemmepee  at  li 
they  would  enjoy  in  a  time  of  pnacs,  when  tho  Brno- 
pean  nations  should  cany  on  their  own  oommoree,  and, 
aa  naoal,  msnapolias  that  with  thi 


the  precadteg 


of  Mr.  P.  lo  writiafiiir 
'       *  to 


thepieemke 

Ivsksd.   ThqrviwvssMlo«B 

irtlM  Fteo^  dKne«rilertta  tod 

«r,  if  our  GoTwnnMi  had  ii««i«d  ito&  decive  wtlh  to«sl 
iiMised  oTtkv  nabufo.  had  Oiftrad  w  atictaftais  to 
cmuMi  «  ariwrtif  in  ihsir  vm 
:  tk««  Uietf  tnde  wiik  tto  Bnush  linminiw    b 
u>  tlM«i,  All  thiMi  OMisid<Tpd.  Kton  ui/  and  adi  odwr 
and  vnki  the  otficr  pm  of  tbv  wvU-4 
deooM  of  Ftaacs  cac«fitrd— vMkd  Imyv 
tto  TVmmvt  rrfMt  far  Uie  tcw  pnctdioc  ibe 
ftom  SeplsaBMr  3MSM^  10  ^>cpl«iBber  ae^  isar : 
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The  gentleman  from  Viiginia,  (Mr.  Eppee,)  instead 
of  attempting  hima elf  to  controvert  the  facta  or  argu- 
ments of  Mr.  P.^ — ^which  indeed  no  ingenuity  can 
invalidate — ^prudently  resorted  to  a  speech  delivered 
by  Mr.  Giles  in  the  Senate,  in  answer  to  Mr.  P.  in  that 
body,  five  yecus  ago,  when  a  proposition  for  repealing 
the  embargo  law  brought  the  same  facts   and  views 
under  examination.    And  as  they  were  in  their  nature 
too  stubborn  and  too  clear  to  be  overthrown  and  chang- 
ed, they  could  be  met  only  by  confident  assertions 
and  ingenious  colorings,  accompanied  by  repeated  inti- 
mations that  the^  were  the  oflspring  of  Mr.  P.'s  angry 
passions.     Of  this  kind  were  ihe  passages  in  Mr.  Giles  s 
speech,  selected  and  read  by  the  gentleman  firom  Vir- 
ginia; while  any  person  who  should  compart  those 
^)eeches  would  find  one  free  from  passion,  and  the  other 
marked  with  resentment,  in  almost  every  sentence,  re- 
lating to  Mr.  P.,  and  for  an  obvious  reason — ^his  dear 
uid  pointed  detection  of  that  embargo  imposture. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppes)  attempt- 
ed to  juatify  the  war  for  "sailors'  rights,  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  on  the  14th  of  April,  1806,  relating 
to  impreoaments  and  commerce,  for  which  Mr.  P.  and 
other  Federal  members  of  the  SenaAe  had  voted.  The 
genUeman  fizst  read  from  the  Senate  Journal  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  following  words  in  the  resolution 
reported :  **  Demand  and  insist  upon  the  restoration 
of  the  property  of  their  citizens  captured  and  con* 
demned  on  tiie  pretext  of  its  being  employed  in  a 
trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in 
time  of  peace ;  and  upon  the  indemnification  of  such 
American  citizens,  for  their  losses  and  damages  sus- 
tained by  those  captures  and  condemnations" — ^which 
was  determined  in  the  negative,  yeas  13,  nays  16. 
Among  the  negatives  are  the  names  of  Adaais,  Bay- 
ard, Hillhouse,  Pickering,  Tracy,  White.  But  the 
word  insist,  every  one  knows,  does  not  mean  an  irrev- 
ocable perseverance  in  a  demand ;  much  less,  that,  if  the 
opponent  refuses  to  yield  what  is  insisted  on,  war  should 
be  made  to  enforce  k.  The  two  Houses  of  Congress 
often  insisi  on  their  positions  ox  amendments  in  bills, 
the  consequence  of  which  is  a  coi^ferenee,  when  they 
generally  agree — one  or  the  other  House  giving  way, 
or  taking  together  some  middle  ground.    But,  on  fur- 

Pomestlc  exports ^  -  Wii09fl9l 

Amevts  of  fostign  rosKhandlse  tm  bvMgkt  buo  Ike  „^  .^  ^^ 
United  Slates a4,14tt|4«» 

BlalciBgUigsiher 960^,488 

Tb  wMehadd,  far  spedeexporced  to  India  anil  China, 
■anstappeailasiiitheTretsiiiyrepsfttjSBdinsiadat     tMOfim 

MaUng  together •  |66,2S0,486 

^m<Mfiitity  to  more  than  siziy-six  mlBtons  of  dollan. 

Wliat,  In  Ume  of  profovnd  peace,  would  lio  die  amount  of  our 
wkrte  fcceigB  tnwls.  waa  thus  estimsaed  by  an  emiaont  merehaat, 
szieBslvely  engaged  in  it :  ^^^  ^^  ,^ 

Domestic  exports #48,699^93 

To  China  and  India,  in  apecie      ....     6/KX)i000 

MaUiv  tpgsiher  15^1,699,592 

l«e8s  in  peace  than  was  pra«iieable  iatlia  war  esiaiing 
at  the  time  the  embargo  was  laid  «  11,560,894 

Making  together        -  -'       -         «>6<»WMa6 

The  exposte  of  foreign  OMHrcliaodjie^  firat  imported  Inio  the  Uni- 
ted Statee,  would  be  so  trifling,  in  time  of  peace,  aa  to  be  not  worth 
cofMiderios,  in  forming  the  estimate  of  our  peace  trade.  An 
evidence  of  thia,  and  of  the  general  conrrctneaa  of  the  above 
statenaenta,  appeara  from  a  view  of  our  trade  io  the  short  apace  of 
eighteen  or  twenty  montba  immediatelj  aucceeding  the  TreiUy  of 
Aeaiene.  in  1801 ;  during  whleh^the  expoifa  bom  the  United  Statea 
fell  from  #93,000^13  to  |55,800,t)83-«howing  a  diminution  of  above 
th  Irty-eeven  miUloni  of  dollara: 


ther  discussion,  the  word  iruiit  was  stricken  out ;  and 
the  resolution  as  adopted  by  the  Senate— 23  yeas  to  7 
nays,  (Mr.  P.  voting  for  it) — was  as  follows : 

<*  Ruolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
be  requested  to  draaand  the  lestoration  of  the  propecfy 
of  their  citiaens,  captured  and  condemned  on  the  pie- 
text  of  its  being  employed  in  a  trade  vrith  the  enemies 
of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  time  of  peace ;  and  the 
indemnification  of  sooh  American  cituons,  for  their 
losses  and  damages  sustained  by  these  captures  and 
condemnations ;  and  to  enter  into  auch  atrangemenis 
with  the  Briti^  Government,  on  this  and  all  olher 
difEerences  subsisting  between  the  two  natioas  and 
particularly  respecting  the  impreesment  of  Ameriean 
aeanien«~aa  may  be  consistent  with  the  honor  and  in- 
teieats  of  the  United  Statea,  and  maaiftat  their  eameat 
deaire  to  obtain  for  themselves  and  their  cttiiena,  by 
amicable  negotiation,  that  justice  to  which  they  are 
entitled." 

Thia  resolution  the  gentleman  seemed  inciaaed  to 
wield  against  lir.  P.,  aa  if  it  were  the  dnb  of  Heicales, 
to  lay  him  proatrate  atone  fatow,  while,  for  the  pnrpeee 
the  gentleman  had  in  view,  it  is  but  a  atraw  in  the 
hands  of—not  a  Hercules.  The  reaoliitioB  amounta  to 
no  mme  than  this :  The  Senate  advised  Mr.  Jefoaoa 
to  make  demands  on  the  Bntiah  Government,  relatm 
to  certain  queations  in  dispnte  between  Cbeat  Britain 
and  the  United  States.  These,  it  was  known,  would 
be  met  by  opposite  demands  on  the  part  of  that  Govw 
ernment ;  ana,  in  ovder  te  settle  the  points  in  oontr»- 
versy^  Mr.  Jeiforson  was  advised  to  enter  into  suitable 
arrangements,  and  by  amietibk  nsgaUaUon  to  oblam 
that  jnalice  to  which  we  were  entifled.  And  what  is 
tbers  in  all  thia  te  give  the  aiightest  eottntenanoe  to  the 
violent  measnres,  and  tear,  to  which  Ae  Govenunent 
has  had  recourse  ?    Nothing. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  having  entered  the  lists 
to  vindicate  Mr.  Jefferson  on  the  subject  of  the  embargo, 
proceeded  to  pronounce  his  eulogy ;  as  though  former 
deeds,  however  good,  (if  such  had  been  done,)  would 
sanction  or  atone  for  subsequent  bad  ones.  He  rested 
his  eulogy  on  two  ground»--one,  that  ^  Mr.  Jefferson 
was  the  fint  who  taught  that  man  vras  responsible  to 
€k>d  alone  for  his  religious  opinions !"  This  assertion 
will  excite  surprise,  only  because  it  proves  the  gentle- 
man's total  want  of  information  on  the  subject.  To 
say  nothing  of  what  had  been  written,  proving  that 
point,  with  the  force  of  demonstration,  by  the  great  Mr. 
Locke,  half  a  century  before  Mr.  Jeflferson  was  bom, 
liberty  of  conscience,  or  the  right  of  every  in<fividual 
to  thmk  for  himself  in  matters  of  religion  bad  been 
practically  established  before  our  Revolution  in  all  the 
British  dominions,  vrith  some  civil  disabilittes,  indeed, 
in  ^  parte  of  those  dominions  where  a  parliculer  form 
of  public  worship  had  been  esUblished  by  law ;  but,  in 
a  mere  liberal  or  absolute  sense,  in  several  of  the  colo- 
nies, particularly  in  Pennsylvania,  from  its  first  settle- 
ment, a  hundred  and  thirty  yean  ago.  But,  perhaps 
the  gentleman  meant  to  say,  that  Mr.  Jeflferson  was 
the  fiiet  to  propose  and  to  procure  the  adoption  of  a 
law  in  Virginia  abolishing  every  establishment  and 

S-ovision  for  the  support  of  the  public  worship  of  God ; 
llowed  by  the  selhng  even  of  the  glebe  or  parsonage 
lands  which  the  early  inhabitanto  had  set  apart  towards 
the  maintenance  of  the  ministers  of  religion.  But 
Rhode  Island  also  had  been  at  least  equally  free  with 
Pennsylvania  from  any  religious  establishment,  from 
the  foundation  of  the  colony,  a  hundred  and  seventy 
or  eighty  yean  ago.    Mr.  P.  however  is  ready  to  admit. 
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that  Mr.  Jefferson  may  have  been  the  first  to  teach  the 
doctrine,  that  it  was  immaterial  to  the  order  of  society, 
whether  a  man  believed  in  '*  twenty  gods  or  no  god ;" 
**  because,"  says  Mr.  Je£Eerson,  "  it  neither  pidu  my 
pocket  nor  breaks  my  leg  !"*  Of  this  dUmery,  Mr. 
Jefferson  will  probably  continue  to  enjoy  the  exdasive 
honor.t 

The  other  ground  of  the  gentleman's  eulogy  was, 
that  Mr.  Jefferson  was  **  the  man  who  drew  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence."  This,  among  his  partisans, 
has  been  a  constant  theme  of  praise;  although  the 
Deelaiation  is  little  more  than  a  eompUaHon  from  the 
most  abundant  public  materials,  in  whidi  the  rights  of 
the  Colonies  and  their  violation  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  been  often  stated  ^j  distinguished  individu- 
als, by  various  public  bodies,  and  by  the  Congresses  of 
1774  and  1776.  But,  what  lessens  still  more  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's share  of  the  work,  he  had  amasntd  such  a 
ledundance  of  matter,  and  in  such  a  form,  that  when 
his  draught  was  reported  to  Congress,  they  struck  out 
(greatly  to  his  mortification)  a  third  part  of  it,  made 
various  amendments  of  the  remainder,  and  introduced 

Srhat  Mr.  Jefifisison  had  wholly  omitted)  an  appeal  to 
e  Supreme  Being,  and  an  acknowledgment  of  his 
raperintending  Providenos.  Mr.  P.  speaks  positively 
on  this  point,  because  he  has  seen  and  compared  a  copy, 
in  Mr.  Jeffiarson's  own  handwriting,  of  his  original 
draught  as  reported  to  Congress,  with  the  Declaration 
as  pruned,  amended,  and  adopted  by  that  body.  Thane 
is  one  correct  and  liberal  sentiment  in  the  Declaration, 
to  the  credit  of  which  Mr.  P.  believes  Mr.  Jefierson  Is 
entitled ;  and  this  is  not  the  less  credible,  although  his 
subsequent  conduct  has  been  so  little  in  unison  with  it 
Having  adverted  to  the  address  and  warnings  of  Con- 
gress to  their  British  brethren  on  the  subject  of  their 
grievances,  and  remarked  that  **  they  too  had  been 
deaf  lo  the  voice  of  justice  and  consanguinity,"  the 
declaration  draws  this  solemn  conclusion :  «  We  must 
therefore  acquiesce  in  the  necessity  which  denounces 
our  separation,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold  the  rest  of 
mankind,  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  iiriends." 

In  reference  to  the  attempts  to  settle  our  differences 
with  Great  Britain,  I  think  it  was  the  gentleman  from 
Vixginia  who  spoke  of  *<  the  uniform  conciliating  dis- 
position of  this  country ;"  and,  mentioning  the  arrange- 
ment made  with  Mr.  firskine,  he  asked  **  if  any  one 
would  deny  it  to  be  sincere  1"  Mr.  P.  could  answer, 
not  only  for  himseli^  but  for  the  great  body  of  Feder- 
alists, that,  in  their  opinion,  neither  that  nor  any  other 
negotiation  with  Great  Britain  has  been  conducted 
with  sincerity,  from  1804  to  the  declaration  of  war  in 
1818.  But  he  will  quote  an  opinion  on  this  point, 
which  ought  to  be  received  with  peculiar  confidence  by 
the  friends  of  the  Administration,  because  it  is  the 
opinion  of  a  gentleman,  not  only  of  long' experience 
and  distinguished  discernment  in  public  affairs,  but  who^ 
it  is  natural  to  presume,  stands  high  in  the  confidence 
of  the  present  President,  by  whom  he  has  been  selected 
as  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  negotiate  a  peace  with 
jSreat  Britain— I  mean  Mr.  Bayard.  This  gentleman, 
in  a  memorable  speech  in  the  Senate,  five  yean  ago, 
MM  addressing  the  Administration,  says :  '<  Tour  meas- 
ures have  not  been  impartial  as  to  the  belligerents,  and 

•  Mr.  Jdronon'k  Notes  on  VlwiaU,  uuw«r  to  qwry  IVIl. 

t  Mr.  Locke  eDtertaaned  a  diireient  opinion ;  aiid  it  Is  tbe  mora 
rsmarkable,  m  It  is  ezpreaaed  Id  bli  work  on  i  olentioo.  He  says : 
<*  Those  are  not  to  be  tolerated  who  doDT  the  beioc  of  a  God.  Pro- 
mise*, eovenanta.  and  oaths,  which  ara  the  bonda^haraan  aocieiT, 
can  hate  no  bold  upon  an  athelsL  The  tahii«  awaj  of  God. 
Iboa^  bat  even  iuthollgh^di«olf«BaU.*'         *«    waj  «  uoo, 


your  negotiations  have  not  been  sincere  as  to  Eng- 
land." Mr.  Bayard  stated  at  large  the  grounds  of  his 
opinion  ;  and  having  mentioned,  vrith  regret,  the  oth- 
erwise unaccountable  rejection,  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  of  the 
treaty  concluded  with  Great  Britain,  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1806,  by  his  own  ftivorite  Ministers,  Mon- 
roe and  Pinkney,  he  adds :  **  But,  in  this  fies  the 
secret — a  secret  I  will  dare  to  pronounce — ^Yonr  Pres- 
ident never  meant  to  have  a  treaty  vrith  Great  Britain. 
If  he  had  intended  it,  he  would  have  taken  the  treaty 
of  the  31st  of  December,  1806.  If  he  had  intended  it, 
he  never  would  have  fettered  the  Commisaioners  wi^ 
rifu  qua  noiw,  (Indispensable  conditions]  which  were 
insuperable.  It  was  an  invariable  article  in  the  instruc- 
tions, to  form  no  treaty  unless  the  claim  to  search  mer- 
chant vessels  for  deserters  was  utteriy  abandoned.  TUs 
was  never  expected ;  and  at  the  arduous  crisis  [in  the 
afiSurs  of  Great  Britain]  at  whidi  it  was  in«irfH  upon,  it 
was  impossible  to  expect  it"  To  this  just  conchiaioB  of 
Mr.  Bayardr— a  conclusion  necessarily  fimnad  on  a  frill 
knowledge  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Administratioa 
for  many  years  in  regard  to  Great  Britain,  Mr.  P.  will 
add  Mr.  Jefferson's  own  explicit  acknowledgment  to  a 
friend,  that  he  did  not  deaire  any  treaty  vrith  Qreat 
Britain.  This  was  about  the  time,  in  1807,  vrhen  he 
had  peremptorily  rejected  Monroe  and  Pinkney's 
treaty.  And  he  gave  aa  a  reason,  that  a  treaty  with 
Great  Britain  was  of  little  or  no  consequence,  because 
within  a  year  she  would  ceise  to  be  an  independent  na- 
tion !  If  such  was  really  his  opinion,  and  so  great  his 
inioranoe  of  the  povrer  and  resooiees  of  Great  Britsni, 
that  in  1807  she  could  not  maintain  her  independence 
more  than  a  year,  how  little  is  he  entitled  to  the  char- 
acter ascribed  to  him  by  his  foQowera,  of  a  well> 
informed,  sagacious,  and  profound  statesman!  But 
during  all  this  time,  and  indeed  throughout  his  admin- 
iitration,  Mr.  Jefferson  let  slip  no  opportunity  of  pto- 
fessing  bis  friendly  and  conciliatory  du^xwitions  towaids 
Great  Britain.  And  after  he  had  refused  to  accept 
Monroe  and  Pinkney's  treaty,  he  directed  them  to 
renew  the  negotiations,  professing  again  hla  **  concili- 
atory sentiments^"  and  «  sincere  desire  that  no  drcum- 
stance  whatever  might  obstruct  the  proeecotion  of 
experiments  for  putting  an  end  to  difierenoes  vrhich 
ought  no  longer  to  exist  between  two  natioii%  having 
so  many  motives  to  establiah  and  cherkh  mutoal 
friendship."*  And  two  months  after  this,  though  de- 
termined to  decline  any  arrangement  '*  which  did  not 
comprise  a  provision  against  impressments  from  Amer- 
ican vessels  on  the  hi|^  seas ;"  yet,  "  persevering  at 
the  nune  time  in  his  eamai  duire  to  establish  the 
harmony  of  the  two  nations,  on  a  proper  Ibandation,'' 
he  gave  instructions  to  renew  the  negotiationa.t 

In  the  petulant  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, (Mr.  Fisk,)  two  things  only  merit  Mr.  P.'s  no* 
tice,  and  this  merely  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  what 
the  gentleman  offered  as  statements  of  facta.  The 
first,  that  the  number  of  impressed  seamen  from  Salem 
alone  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  gen- 
tleman's statement  rests  on  the  information  he  said  he 
had  received.  Mr.  P.  has  no  hesitation  in  jprononno- 
ing  the  information  utterly  unfounded.  The  whole 
mass  of  evidence  contained  in  the  depoeitions  whkh 
Mr.  P.  read  and  referred  to,  in  the  course  of  his  speak- 
ing, renders  the  gentleman's  information  altogelhsr 
unvrorthy  of  credit 
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The  other  exhibition  of  a  supposed  (act,  respects  the 
amount  of  French  epoliationji — a  subject  with  which 
the  gentleman  appears  to  be  wholly  unacquainted. 
Instead  of  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  dollars,  he  said 
they  amounted  only  to  three  millions,  and  referred  to 
the  Louisiana  Treaty  for  the  fact.  But  the  gentleman 
has  mistaken  the  provision  in  the  treaty  relating  to  the 
purchase  of  Louiriana,  to  pay  debts  due  to  American 
merchants,  for  an  indemnity  for  spoliations  on  their 
commerce.  The  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr.  Monroe,^  in 
his  correspondence  with  the  British  Minister,  (Mr. 
Foster,)  having  strangely  committed  the  like  mistake, 
it  becomes  the  more  necessary  to  give  a  statement  of 

the  real  facts. 

♦ 

In  a  preceding  note  (4)  the  Flrench  spoliations  prior 
to  the  treaty  of  September  30,  1800,  are,  on  Uie  best 
attainable  grounds,  estimated  at  twenty  millions  of 
doUais.  These  were  by  that  treaty  wholly  a^ndoned 
by  the  United  States,  for  the  reasons  given  in  that 
note.  But  the  French  €rovemment  itself  was  indebted 
to  the  American  merchants,  for  supplies  of  provisions 
and  other  articles  to  a  large  amount,  and  lor  injuries 
to  their  vessels  and  other  property  in  the  ports  ofFrance, 
bng  detained  by  a  wanton  embargo.  And  as  a  small 
number  of  vessels  were  captured  during  our  naval 
hostilities  with  France — which  of  course  would  be  oou- 
sidered  prises  of  war,  but  which  at  the  date  of  the 
above  mentioned  treaty  were  not  definitively  con- 
demned— these,  agreeably  to  the  fourth  article,  were 
to  be  restored  or  paid  for.  By  the  fifth  article  of  that 
treaty,  France  stipulated  to  pay  the  debts  above-men- 
tioned. They  remained  unpaid,  however,  until  pro- 
vision was  made  for  them  m  the  Louisiana  Treaty, 
concluded  the  dOth  April,  1818.  The  purchase  of  that 
province,  evezy  one  knows,  cost  the  United  States  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars.  The  probability  is,  that  it 
might  have  been  purchased  for  ten  millions,  and  that 
the  five  millions  more  were  added  to  make  provision 
Ibr  the  payment  of  the  debts  due  finom  the  French  Gov- 
ernment to  the  American  merchants.  And  yet,  only 
three  millions  and  three-quarters  of  dollars  were  re- 
served of  the  purchase-money  to  discharge  those  debts. 
It  had  been  better,  therefore,  if  the  United  States  had 
undertaken  to  pay  them,  especially  as  the  French 
board  and  other  officers,  in  the  end,  fleeced  the  Amer- 
ican merchants  whose  claims  were  admitted  of  one* 
fifth  or  one-fourth  of  their  dues,  and  choused  others  out 
of  their  whole  debts. 

Te  ascertain  what  claims  of  debts  due  to  American 
citizens  were  just,  and  comprehended  in  the  provision 
of  the  treaty,  a  board,  consisting  of  three  Americans, 
was  constituted  by  the  American  Minister  in  Paris, 
(the  late  Chancellor  Livingston,)  to  examine  and  cer- 
tify them.  Some  boards  of  French  officers  were  also 
anthorized  to  intermeddle  in  their  examination.  This 
was  necessaryy  and  unquestionably  designed,  as  by 
the  provisions  of  the  lOth  article  of  the  treaty,  to  ren- 
der practicable,  a  vast  project  of  swindling.  For  the 
three  millions  and  three-quarters  of  dollars,  were  in- 
tended solely  and  exclusively  to  discharge  those  debts: 
the  French  Government  could  not  make,  nor  did  make, 
any  pretensions  to  any  portion  of  that  sum*  This  was 
expressly  avowed  by  the  French  Minister  Marbois. 
Nevertheless,  under  the  pretence  of  preventing  the 
admission  of  improper,  unjust,  or  exorbitant  claims,  or 
the  njection  of  valid  claims,  the  French  bureaux,  or 
board  of  officers,  were  authorized  to  interpose  their 
opinions;  and  the  final  report  of  the  American  and 
French  examiners  was  to  be  sent  to  the  Minister  of 
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the  French  Treasunr,  "  on  whose  report  the  French 
Government  should  decide  definitively  in  every  case.*' 
This  provision  of  the  treaty  placed  the  American 
claimants  at  the  mercy  of  the  officers  of  the  French 
Government.  The  consequence  was,  that  to  insure 
the  allowance  of  an  honest  claim,  the  agents  for  the 
American  creditors  were  obliged  to  sacrifice  one-fifth 
or  one-fourth  of  it,  by  way  of  douceur  or  bribe,  to  the 
French  officers.  This  course  of  corrupt  proceeding 
was  stated  to  me  a  few  years  ago,  at  one  of  the  public 
offices  in  this  city,  in  such  manner  as  to  preclude  all 
doubt  of  the  fiict.  Moreover,  the  rejection  of  honest 
claims  (as  where  the  agents  of  the  claimants  had  not 
been  instructed,  and  did  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty, 
to  sacrifice  in  bribes,  any,  and  especially  such  large 
proportions  of  the  whole  debts,)  made  room  for  the 
admission  of  dishonest  and  exorbitant  claims,  of  which 
the  agents,  or  dishonest  claimants,  would,  of  course, 
not  hesitate  to  give  one-half  to  obtain  for  themselves 
the  other  half. 

Thus,  it  appears,  that  the  Louisiana  treaty  had  no 
relation  to  French  spoliations,  as  the  genUeman  from 
Vermont  supposed.  How  it  happened  that  Mr.  Mon- 
roe should  commit  the  same  mistake,  is  not  a  iitUe  sur- 
prising, seeing  he  was  associated  with  Mr.  Livingston 
m  negotiating  and  condnding  that  treaty.  In  his  cor- 
respondence with  Mr.  Foster  in  the  year  1811,  in 
which  he  undertakes  to  justify  our  Government  for 
taking  possession  of  the  Spanish  province  of  West 
Florida,  he  talks  of  a  long  catalogue  of  injuries  re- 
ceived by  the  United  States  from  Spain,  but  mentions 
only  two ;  one,  the  spoliations  committed  on  our  com- 
merce, (after  Spain  became  the  ally  of  France,  and 
which  has  already  been  fully  explained,)  and  the  other, 
the  suppression  or  interruption  of  the  right  of  deposite 
at  New  Orleans,  (which,  also,  has  before  been  ex- 
plained.) "  For  neither  of  which  injuries,"  said  Mr. 
Monroe,  '*has  any  reparation  or  atonement  been  made. 
For  injuries  like  those  of  the  first  class  [spoliations] 
it  is  known  to  you  that  Great  Britain  and  France 
made  indemnity."  The  assertion  is  true  as  to  Great 
Britain;  but  wholly  unfounded  as  to  France,  for 
whose  spoliations,  amounting  to  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, no  reparation  has  ever  been  made. 

Having  been  led  to  notice  the  conduct  of  our  Gov- 
emment  towards  Spain,  particularly  in  relation  to  the 
Floridas ;  and,  in  doing  this,  to  have  recourse  to  the 
correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  (Mr. 
Monroe)  and  Mr.  Foster,  (the  British  Minister,)  Mr.  P. 
ought  not  to  omit  the  following  part  of  that  corres- 
pondence. Mr.  Foster,  in  his  letter  of  September  6, 
1811,  having  mentioned  the  proceedings  of  General 
Matthews  in  East  Florida,  where,  as  Mr.  Foster  was 
informed,  he  was  *  taking  steps  to  subvert  the  Spanish 
authority,**  and  "  by  bribery,  and  every  art  of  seduc- 
tion, endeavoring  to  infuse  a  spirit  of  rebellion  into 
the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain  in  that  quarter;" 
he  then  requests  Mr.  Monroe  to  inform  him  **  upon 
what  authority  he  (Matthews)  was  acting,  and  what 
measures  had  been  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  his  proced- 
ings.  To  this  letter  Mr.  Monroe  delays  an  answer 
until  November  2,  almost  two  months,  and  then  fills 
several  pages  about  and  about  East  Florida,  and  the 
claims  of  the  United  States  against  Spain,  but  most 
carefully  avoids  saying  one  word  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Foster's  request  for  information  relative  to  the  doings 
of  General  Matthews ;  which  studied  omission  amounts 
to  a  confession  (of  what,  indeed,  no  man  of  common 
sense  and  information  can  doubt)  that  General  Mat- 
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thews  was  emplojed  by  P^endent  Madison,  by  in- 
trigues, by  bribery,  and  by  force^  to  seduce  the  Span- 
ish subjects  from  their  allegiance.  And  yet  Mr.  Madi- 
son, the  political  head  of  the  American  nation,  was  the 
person  who,  in  a  public  Message  to  Congress,  could 
afiEwt  to  be  so  deeply  wounded  in  his  moral  feelings 
by  the  conduct  of  the  Govemor  of  a  British  proTinoe,  ! 
(which  Mr.  Madison  represented  as  an  act  of  the  Brit-  j 
ifih  GoTernment)  in  employing  the  in£imous  John 
Henry  to  intrigue  with  the  citizens  of  Boston  lor  some 

a  pose  faTorable  to  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Madison,  too, 
the  assurance  to  speak,  in  that  Message,  in  a  lan- 
guage importing  that  Henry  had  actually  intrigued 
with  citizens  of  Boston,  when,  by  his  own  statement, 
jt  appeared  that  he  had  not  opened  his  lips  to  any  one 
of  them  on  the  subject  of  bis  mission.  That  whole 
transaction  is  stamped  with  deceit  and  baseness.  Mr. 
Madison,  or  (which  is  the  same  thing)  the  Secretary 
of  State,  receires  a  letter  from  Henry,  appearing  on 
the  iace  of  it  to  be  from  Philadelphia,  containing  the  | 
fisdosure  of  the  real  or  pretended  plot ;  yet  bearing 
date  a  number  of  days  after  Heniy  had  been  at  Wash- 
ington, and  actually  receired  fifty  thousand  dollars  as 
a  reward  for  his  disclosure ! 

A  very  few  Uiings  in  the  speech  of  another  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nelson)  require  to  be  no- 
ticed by  Mr.  P. 

In  exposing  Mr.  Jefferson's  embargo  imposture,  Mr. 
p.  mentioned  the  safe  and  extensive  commerce  that 
our  merchants  might  have  oontinned  to  any  on,  not- 
withstanding the  French  deareea  and  the  British  Or- 
ders in  Council,  if  that  embargo  had  not  locked  up 
our  ▼easels  in  our  harbors.    In  opposition  to  this,  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nelson)  asserted  that 
nine  Tessels  out  of  ten,  that  went  to  sea  about  the  time 
that  the  embargo  was  laid,  were  awept  from  the  ocean. 
The  gentleman  has  relied,  not  upon  his  own  knowl- 
edge of  the  fiict,  but  on  the  partial  and  imperfect  state- 
ment of  some  other  person.    If  the  vesseb  refCTred  to 
were  destined  to  the  ports  of  France  and  hor  allies,  it  is 
not  improbable  that  the  greater  part  were  taken  by 
British  cruisers,  under  tlM  Orders  in  CounciL    But 
no  prudent  merchant  would,  after  notice  of  those  Or- 
dets,  attempt  to  send  his  vessels  to  France ;  the  risk, 
from  the  great  number  of  British  cruisers  on  the  seas, 
being  equal,  perhaps,  to  eighty  or  ninety  per  cent 
And  it  merits  particular  notice  that,  while  French  de- 
crees have  been  made  to  operate  instantly,  and  some 
retroactively,  against  neutral  ▼essels,  the  British  Or- 
ders in  CouncU,  of  November  11,  1807,  were  stayed 
in  their  execution,  for  a  reasonable  time ;  for  notice  of 
them  to  reach  different  places,  proportioned  to  their 
distances  from  England,  before  such  vessels  should  be 
liable  to  condemnation.    Such  as  commenced  their 
voyages  before  notice  of  the  Orders  reached  the  places 
of  their  departure,  were  to  be  warned,  if  met  by  Brit- 
ish cruisers,  not  to  proceed  to  the  ports  of  France  or  her 
allies ;  and  were  not  to  be  captured,  unless  found  pro- 
ceeding afterwards  contraiy  to  such  notice.    And  by 
another  Order  in  Council,  of  November  25,  1807,  the 
times  for  gaining  notice  of  the  Orders  of  the  1 1  th,  were 
precisely  fixed,  in  the  United  dUtes,  to  the  20th  of 
January  following :  that  is,  seventy  days  were  aUowed 
for  that  purpose ;  so  that  American  vessels  sailing  from 
American  ports,  prior  to  the  20th  of  January,  1808, 
were  not  liable  to  capture  under  the  Orders  of  Novem- 
ber 11,  although  destined  to  ports  of  France,  or  other 
enemies  of  Great  Britain. 
And  to  see  how  little  danger  attended  American 


vessels  going  to  any  other  countries,  we  need  only 
sort  to  a  report  from  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasniy,  of 
the  number  of  our  merchant  vessels  whicli,  dweiag 
Mr.  Jefferson's  embargo,  were  permitted  to  sail,  with 
the  real  design,  or  under  the  plansible  pretext,  of  bring- 
ing home  American  property,  remaining  in  foreign 
countries,  at  the  time  that  the  embargo  vras  laid.  The 
whole  number  so  permitted  to  sail  was  B^e  hundred 
and  ninety-four,  nearly  all  of  ^hich  returned  in  safety. 
Thirteen  only  were  lost  by  all  casualties ;  and  of  those 
thirteen,  seven  were  captnied  by  our  own  cmisen. 
Hence,  it  appears  that  the  whole  risk  of  those  fire  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  vessels  was  little  more  than  a 
in  time  of 


The  gentleman  said  **  he  knew  the  hostility  of  Sn^- 
land  to  free  Governments.*'  It  is  really  astonishing 
that  gentlemen,  who  are  the  descendants  of  Englisb- 
men  in  this  country  and  whose  best  birth-rights  are 
the  same  liberties  that  Englishmen  enjoy,  should  en- 
tertain the  preposterous  Idesythat  England  is  the  ene- 
my to  free  Governments,  when  hePs  and  our's  are  the 
only  free  Govemmenti  on  earth — ^it  n  most  astonish- 
ing, when  sQcfa  erroneous  notions  are  broached  by 
gentlemen  of  the  profession  of  the  law,  whose  stQ&a 
lead  them  to  acquire  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  Eng- 
lish constitution,  and  of  the  liberties  <^  Englishmen. 
Can  they  name  a  single  fiberty  whidi  citizenB  of  the 
United  States  enjoy,  that  is  not  also  enjoyed  by  Eng- 
lishmen 1  Both  have  the  same  common  lew,  the  same 
security  for  life,  liberty,  and  property,  in  tiie  trial  by 
jury ;  the  same  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  rescue  fiom 
the  hands  of  great  or  little  tyrants  ttie  bodies  of  persons 
arrested  or  imprisoned  contrary  to  law;  and  the  same 
right  of  exemption  from  taxes,  unless  granted  by  them- 
selves or  their  representatives.  And  surely  every  gen- 
tleman of  the  law  will  admit,  that  in  no  country  on  the 
globe  is  justice  administered  with  greater  ability  and 
purity  than  in  England. 

But  the  people  have  it  continually  rung  in  their 
ears,  that  England  is  a  monarchy,  and  the  United 
States  a  republic ;  and  they  are  deceived  into  the  opin- 
ion, that  monarchy  is  but  another  word  for  despotism, 
where  all  the  subjecti  are  slaves ;  and  that  republic 
means  liberty,  where  all  the  subjects  or  dUieDa  are 
free.  The  truth  is,  both  countries,  in  respect  to  the 
forms  of  Government,  are  monarchies,  and  both«  at  the 
same  time,  republics.  The  English  monarch,  or  chief 
magistrate,  is  called  King ;  the  American  monarch,  or 
chief  magistrate,  is  called  President  The  powers  of 
the  King  and  President  are  somewhat  difierent  One, 
by  himself  or  his  Ministers,  appoints  to  ttie  multitude 
of  offices,  dvil  and  military,  in  ttie  kingdom ;  die  other 
nominates  to  all  offices,  civil  knd  military,  and,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appoints;  but 
the  President  can  remove  all  officen  at  hn  plewtne, 
except  the  Judges ;  but  neither  can  the  King  of  Eng* 
land  remove  the  Judges.  In  both  countries  th^  hold 
their  offices  during  good  behaviour.  In  tiie  tJniled 
States,  the  power  of  appointing  to'some  offices  is  vest* 
ed  in  the  heads  of  departments,  as  in  the  Post  Office ; 
but  if  the  Postmaster  General  appoints  a  deputy  whom 
the  President,  or  his  supporters,  whe&er  blinded  by 
passion  or  interest,  or  influenced  by  party  views,  A' 
approve,  the  President  removes  the  principal.  IVi 
has  recently  been  exemplified  in  the  case  of  the  Post- 
master General,  Mr.  Granger.  The  King  of  Enghnd 
may  declare  war,  as  well  as  make  peace ;  but  he  will 
do  neither  without  the  advice  of  his  Cabinet  Ministeis 
and  Council,  and  these  will  seldom  dare  advise  eiANr 
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bat  in  oonforraity  with  the  apparent  opinious  and  wishes 
of  a  majority  of  the  people.  The  President  can,  indeed^ 
only  recommend  a  war — the  assent  of  Congress  is  in- 
dispensable to  its  declaration  But  the  influence  of 
the  immense  number  of  ofliees  in  the  President's  gift, 
and  especially  the  force  of  party,  of  which  he  is  head, 
will  generally  enable  him  to  carry  any  point  he  wishes, 
almost  with  certainty,  where  party  views  and  interests 
coincide  with  the  measure,  or  the  man,  bearing  the 
President's  recommendation. 

The  chief  magistrate  of  England  becomes  such  by 

birth  or  descent;  whence  it  mav  happen,  that  a  child, 

or  nerson  insane,  may  be  the  king ;  but  they  know 

and  apply  the  proper  remedy— -a  regency,  by  one  or 

.  more  competent  man  or  men. 

But  the  President  is  a  chief  magistrate  of  our  own 
choice!  This  is  true  in  theory,  and  false  in  fact.  Mr. 
Madison  has  been  twice  imposed  on  the  people  for 
their  President,  by  a  caucus  composed  of  members  of 
Congress,  although,  by  the  Constitution,  members  of 
Congress  are  forbidden  to  be  electors  of  the  President. 
The  American  monarch,  too,  is  but  the  chief  of  a  party, 
while  the  monarch  of  England  is  the  chief  of  the  whole 
nation. 

The  Senators  of  England  (called  the  Lords)  inherit 
their  titles  and  places,  the  Senators  of  the  United  States 
are  elected  for  six  years  by  the  respective  State  Legis- 
latares. 

In  both  countries,  the  members  of  the  Commons  or 
House  of  Representatives,  are  chosen  by  the  people.  In 
England,  it  is  said  there  is  corruption  in  the  elections;  and 
is  there  none  in  the  United  States  ?  In  England,  the 
electors  are  treated  with  beer ;  in  America,  with  whis- 
key. In  England,  it  is  said  money  is  used  to  corrupt 
the  electors ;  in  America,  the  multitudes  of  offices  in 
the  President-monarch's  gift,  by  being  conferred  ex- 
clusively (a  few  military  offices  in  the  present  des- 
perate war  excepted)  on  one  political  sect,  become 
bribes  in  his  hands,  to  retain  his  present  adherents, 
and  gain  proselytes  from  the  vanks  of  his  opponents, 
in  which  there  are  some  men  too  feeble  in  mind,  or 
too  unstable  in  principle,  to  resist  the  lure  of  office. 

In  this  sketch  of  the  Governments  of  England  and 
the  United  States,  Mr.  P.  has  aimed  at  a  simple  repre- 
sentation of  what  exists  in  fact  and  practice.  He  of- 
fers no  inferenees — discerning  readers  will  make  their 
own.  That  both  are  monarchies,  the  one  elective,  the 
other  hereditary,  or  both  republics,  is  unquestionably 
true.  But  whatever  they  may  be  called,  that  they  are 
cmbstantially  the  same,  Mr.  P.  will  need  quote  but  one 
authority,  which  must  be  decisive  with  all  true  Demo- 
cratic Repablicans ;  for  it  is  the  authority  of  Mr.  Jet- 
ferson  himself.  In  his  fismous  letter  to  his  friend  Maz- 
xei,he  aays  of  the  Federatists,  who  framed  and  adopted 
the  present  Constitution  of  the  United  States :  **  tneir 
avowed  object  is  to  impose  on  us  the  substance,  as 
they  have  already  given  us  the  form  of  tiie  British 
Government." 

But,  notwithstanding  this  affected  abhorrence  by 
Mr.  Je&rson,  of  this  anglo-monarchico  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  perhaps  scarcely  any  ambitious 
intriguer  for  a  throne  ever  strove  more  industriously, 
and  by  various  means  to  acquire  it,  than  did  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson to  obtain  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 
And  being  thus  seated  in  the  great  chair  of  State,  he 
never  attempted  (at  least  I  have  never  heard  of  an  at- 
tempt) to  change  the  Constitution  to  one  which  should, 
in  his  view,  be  more  truly  republican.  The  only 
dkange  made  in  it,  during  his  Administration,  was  a 


mischievous  one ;  and  its  object  was  to  secure  his  own 
re-election,  without  the  haxard  of  a  competition  like 
that  which  happened  in  his  first  election.  One  of  the 
strong  objections  to  this  change  was,  that  it  would  nat- 
urally lead  to  the  choice  of  a  weak  and  incompetent 
person  lor  the  Vice  President ;  an  officer  who  ouglit 
always  to  possess  the  eminent  talents  and  virtues  fit- 
ting a  man  to  the  office  of  President ;  because,  upon 
the  President's  death,  inability,  or  removal,  the  duties 
of  his  office  devolved  on  the  Vice  President  And  for 
this  the  Constitution,  as  originally  established,  had 
made  the  proper  provision. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nehon,)  with 
other  gentlemen  on  the  same  side  of  the  House,  com- 
plain of  every  statement  or  remark  importing  any  in- 
fluence of  France  in  the  measures  of  our  Government ; 
and  yet  seem  not  unwilling  to  have  it  thought  that 
British  influence  prevails  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
Mr.  P.,  and  his  friends,  make  no  charges  of  French  in- 
fluence against  any  honorable  man.  They  only  state 
facts  and  drcumstanoes,  and  if  from  a  view  of  these 
there  appears  to  have  been  a  concert  and  correspond- 
ence of  measures  and  views  of  our  own  Government 
with  those  ef  France,  whether  the  cause  be  ascribed  to 
French  influence,  or  French  attachment,  on  one  hand, 
and  inveterate,  unrelenting  hatred  to  England  on  the 
other,  hitherto  prompting  the  wish  for  success  to  the 
arms  of  France,  whose  despotic  ruler  had  destroyed 
the  independence  of  many  States,  and  was  hasten- 
ing to  subjugate  the  rest,  while,  with  equal  ardor,  thej 
anxiously  wished  for  the  overthrow  of  England,  whose 
downfidl  must  necessarily  have  been  followed  by  our 
to  whatever  cause  the  actual  coincidence  of 


own 


American  and  French  measures  is  to  be  ascribed,  such 
is  unquestionably  the  frict.  The  best  interests  of  tiie 
United  States  have  been  sacrificed,  and  their  safety 
and  independence  hazarded,  to  further  the  views-and  in- 
crease the  destroying  power  of  France,  to  whose  tyrant 
nothing  wis  wanting  but  the  subjugation  of  England, 
to  make  him  master  of  the  vrorld.  And  for  that  snb- 
jugation  all  the  genuine  disciples  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
his  suoceaMMT,  Mr.  Madison,  and  the  constant  and  sealova 
supporters  of  their  measures,  must  have  ardentfy  wish- 
ed ;  for,  certainly,  their  measures  were  calculated  to 
produce  that  result  Who  has  forgotten  the  impiow 
wish  of  a  member  firom  South  Carolina,  (David  lt« 
Williams,)  expressed  some  four  J^tLn  ago,  on  the  floor 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  ?  **  that  could  he  com- 
mand the  red  artUlery  of  Heaven,  he  would  drivo 
the  fast-anchored  Isle  from  her  moorings."  Meaning, 
that  he  would  make  a  wreck  of  the  Island  of  Great 
Britain,  or  sink  it  in  the  sea.  Mr.  P.  is  aware  of  a 
secret  motive,  of  a  most  powerful  influence,  for  keep- 
ing alive  and  strengthening  the  popular  passions  rela- 
tive to  France  and  England :  it  was  veir  much  by 
cherishing  thoee  opposite  passions,  (love  to  France,  and 
hatred  to  England,)  that  the  present  ruling  partv  rose 
to  power;  and  to  preserve  it  in  the  same  hands,  the 
Ibroe  of  those  passions  must  not  be  suflfered  to  ahate, 
much  less  to  (»ange ;  for,  with  that  change,  political 
power,  in  the  National  Government,  would  forthwith 
be  transferred  U>  other  hands.  And  the  like  change 
would  take  place  in  the  administration  of  the  govern* 
ments  of  those  States  which  remain  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  popular  delusion.  The  propagation  of  this 
delusion  was  successfully  carried  on,  even  during  the 
Administration  of  Washikotof;   for,  though  none 

I  had  the  hardihood  to  charge  him  as  a  friend  to  mon- 
archy and  aristocracy,  the  slander  was  industriously 
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spread,  and  continiiany  repeated,  that  his  principal 
followers  and  sapporters  were  all  monarchists  and 
aristocrats ; — while  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Madison, 
forsooth,  were  Republicans,  true  patriots,  men  of  Tir- 
tne  and  integrity,  and  withal  very  great  statesmen !  It 
was  ibis  erroneous  <minion  of  tbese  two  citizens  on 
which  the  popular  delusion  was  bottomed,  and  is  still 
maintained— connected  with  the  popular  feelings,  (ex- 
cited in  our  Revolutionary  war,)  in  favor  of  France, 
and  in  opposition  to  England ;  and  until  the  popular 
opinion  of  those  two  men  be  exactly  reversed,  by  a  dis- 
closure of  their  true  characters,  the  popular  delusion 
will  probably  continue. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  replied  to  a 
part  of  Mr.  Pickering's  speech,  and  gave  his  de- 
cided support  to  the  bill  under  discussion.  He 
spoke  till  the  usual  hourof  adjoornment,  without 
having  concluded  his  remarls  on  the  subject; 
when  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


TuESDAT,  March  1. 

Mr.  MoRFREB  presented  a  petition  of  sundrjr  in- 
habitants of  North  Carolina,  praying  the  aid  of 
Congress  in  opening  an  inland  water  communi- 
cation from  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  St.  Mary's 
river,  in  Georgia.— Referred  to  Mr.  Murfree,  Mr. 
Stockton,  Mr.  Ingersoli^  Mr.  Calhoun,  and 
Mr.  Taylor. 

Mr.  Macon  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  to  the 
same  effect  with  the  above. — Referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  ^  to  incorporate  a  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  with  amendmenu ;  which  were  twice 
read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 
.  Mr.  McKee.  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  concerning  Shawanoe  town ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Inoersoll.  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  the  resolution  from  the  Senate 
'^authorizing  the  transmission  of  the  public  jour^ 
nals  and  documents  printed  by  order  of  the  Sen* 
ate  and  House  of  Representatives,  to  each  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,"  with  an  amendment;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  resolu- 
tion read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Crappell.  from  the  Committee  on  Pen* 
tions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cheeverj  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  de- 
fence of  the  Northwestern  frontier,  by  granting 
donations  of  laud  to  actual  settlers;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
IVhole  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Desha,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  committee 


to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  J.  Conow 
on  behalf  of  the  Uniias  Fratrum,  made  an  un- 
favorable report  on  the  same,  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Inoersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  reported  unfavorably  on  the 
resolution  ordering  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  removing  the  seat  of  Government  of  Missouri ; 
which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

JUDICIAL  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  Inoersoll  reported  a  bill  farther  to  ameod 
the  Judicial  System  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  -committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next.  The  bill  is  as 
follows: 

A  bill  further  to  amend  the  Judicial  System  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes. 

Bt  it  maetedf  4rCt  That  the  circnit  ooort  of  tho 
United  States  shall  have  original  cognizance  of  all 
actions,  suits,  controversies,  matters  and  things,  of 
whatsoever  nature,  which  are  cognizable  by  the  judi- 
cial aathority  of  the  United  States  under  &e  Consd- 
tution,  saving  only  such  cases  where  exdoaive  origi- 
nal jurisdiction  is  by  the  Constitution  gvnn.  to  the 
supreme  court  or  bv  statute  to  the  district  court. 

8s€.  2.  And  be  tt  further  enacted^  That  where  any 
action  or  suit,  at  common  law  or  in  equity,  shall  be 
brought  in  any  State  court  concerning  any  matters  or 
things,  or  between  parties  whereof  the  judicial  author- 
ity of  the  United  States  hath  cognizance  by  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  final  judgment  or  decree  in  such  ac- 
tion or  suit  shall  be  against  the  party  defendant*  inthe 
highest  court  of  law  or  equity  in  sach  State,  a  writ  of 
error  or  appeal,  as  the  case  may  require,  shall  lie  in 
favor  of  the  party  defendant,  to  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  who  may  thereupon  re-examine  and 
reverse  or  affirm  such  final  judgment  or  decree,  and 
further  adjudge  ther^  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
causes  coming  from  the  circnit  courts  of  the  Unitsd 
States  by  .writ  of  error  or  appeal ;  and  where  their  judg- 
ments are  final  in  such  action  or  suit  may  proceed  to 
execute  the  same  accordingly. 

Sac.  3.  And  bt  it  fiirther  enacted.  That  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  shall  have  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion from  all  judgments  and  decrees  ofthe  circuit  courts 
of  the  United  States,  in  civil  actions  or  suits  where  the 
matter  in  dispute  exceeds  the  sum  or  value  of  two 
thousand  dollars  exclusive  of  costs,  whether  the  same 
actions  or  suits  were  originally  brought  in  audi  circuit 
courts  or  were  removed  there  by  writs  of  error  or  ap- 
peal from  the  dirtrict  courts. 

Sac.  4.  And  bt  it  fwiher  enofsttd.  That  in  all  cases 
of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction,  including  eausse 
of  prise,  the  forms  of  process,  and  the  taking  of  evi- 
dence, and  all  other  proceeding,  shall  be  according  to 
the  course  and  practice  of  adminlty  and  prize  oonrta,  as 
contra-distinguished  from  courts  of  common  law :  iVo- 
vidtd  howevtrf  That  the  several  courts  of  the  United 
States  shall  continue  to  have  full  power  to  alter,  amend* 
and  regulate  the  same.  And  upon  appeals  to  the  su- 
preme court  no  new  evidence  shall  be  admitted  in  kqA 
causes,  saving  and  excepting  where  said  court  in  prim 
causes  shall,  according  to  usage,  direct  further  prooC 

8zc.  5.  Andbt  itjurthtr  enacted.  That  in  all  causes 
of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction  the  respective 
judges  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  before  whom 
any  such  causes  are  depending,  may  in  vacation,  as 
well  before  as  after  the  return  term  thereof,  make  all 
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interloeatoiy  orders  as  to  filing  claims,  stipulations, 
appraisements,  and  delivery  of  property  on  bail,  and 
other  proceedings  preparatory  tb  the  final  hearing  of 
the  same  causes,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner,  and 
with  the  same  eflfect  as  if  the  same  were  had,  done,  or 
transacted  in  term  ;  and  in  like  manner  in  causes  at 
ccmmon  law  and  in  equity  depending  in  their  courts, 
the  respective  judges  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
may,  in  vacation,  and  as  well  before  as  after  the  return 
term,  make  any  interlocutory  orders  as  to  the  process, 
bail,  pleadings,  and  other  matters  and  things  prepsra- 
tory  to  the  final  hearing  of  such  causes,  according  to 
the  practice  and  usage  of  courts  of  common  law  and 
equity,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner,  and  with  the 
same  eflect,  as  if  the  same  were  had,  done,  and  trans- 
acted in  term. 

Sic.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  several 
courts  of  the  United  States,  (in  term,)  or  any  judge 
thereof,  in  vacation,  shall  have  full  power  to  grant 
writs  of  Aa&eotf  corpus  in  all  cases  warranted  by  the 
usages  of  law  and  cognizable  by  the  judicial  authority 
of  the  United  States :  Provided  however.  That  in  no 
case  shall  the  party  be  discharged  upon  any  such  writ 
by  said  court,  or  by  any  judge  thereof,  where  he  shall 
be  in  custody  under  the  process  of  any  court  or  State 
magistrate,  and  shall  not  be  exempted  from  arrest  or 
confinement  thereon  b^  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  wherever 
any  seisures  shall  be  made  by  any  officer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  under  color  of  his  office,  the  validity  and 
legality  of  such  seizure  shall  be  exclusively  examinable 
and  determinable  in  the  proper  court  of  the  United 
States  having  cognizance  thereof.  And  the  party  or 
parties  aggrieved  thereby,  may  and  shall  have  full  re- 
medy in  such  courts  for  all  damages  sustained  by  such 
services,  whenever  the  same  shall  be  without  reasonable 
cause. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  wherever, 
in  cases  cognizable  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
the  parties  defendant  in  any  suit,  action,  libel,  or  bill 
in  equity,  are  citizens  of,  or  resident  in,  different  States, 
such  suit,  action,  libel,  or  bill>  may  be  brought  in  anv 
district  where  eitiier  of  the  parties  defendant  dwelleth 
or  hath  his  home;  and  the  proper  process  may  be 
served  upon  all  the  other  parties  wheresoever  they 
dwell  or  may  be  found. 

Sac.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  juries,  to 
serve  in  the  courts  of  the  United  Statee,  shall  be 
designated  by  lot,  or  otherwise,  in  each  State  or  dis- 
trict respectively,  according  to  the  mode  presented  by 
the  laws  of  the  State,  for  the  time  being,  for  forming 
juries  to  serve  in  the  highest  courts  of  law  of  each 
State,  so  far  «s  such  laws  shall  render  such  designa- 
tion practicable  by  the  courts  or  other  proper  officers 
of  the  United  States.  And  the  judges  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  may  in  vacation  order  a  return 
of  juries  from  time  to  time  from  such  parts  of  the 
State  or  district  as  they  shall  in  their  discretion  deeim 
meet,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  now  authorized 
to  do  by  law  in  term. 

Sic.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  re- 
spective judges  of  tiie  courts  of  the  United  States  and 
other  magistrates  having  competent  authority  in  this 
behiOf,  on  all  complaints  for  cmnes  against  the  United 
States  pending  before  them,  upon  which  the  defendant 
or  defendants  may  be  imprisoned,  or  bailed  for  trial 
before  the  proper  court  of  the  United  States,  may,  in 
thmr  diseretion,  require  from  any  witness  in  behalf  of 
the  United  Statee,  on  pain  of  imprisonment,  a  reason 


able  recognizance,  with  surety  or  sureties  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  such  witness  to  give  testimony  before  such 
judge  or  magistrate,  where,  from  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  or  otherwise,  it  shall  appear  to  the  court  that 
the  testimony  of  such  witness  may  otherwise  be  lost. 

Sic.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  States  shall  have  jurisdiction 
over  all  common  law  and  admiralty  and  maritime 
crimes  and  offences,  which,  under  the  Constitution,  are 
cognizable  by  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States; 
and  on  conviction  thereof  may,  where  no  other  pun- 
ishment is  prescribed  by  law,  punish  the  same  by  fine 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment 
not  exceeding  one  year,  or  by  either  fine  or  imprison- 
ment, according  to  the  nature  and  aggravation  of  the 
crime  or  offence. 

Sic  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  suit 
shall  be  commenced  in  the  State  court,  in  aiiy  case  to 
which  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  does  by 
the  Constitution  extend,  and  the  party  or  parties  or 
defendant  in  any  such  suit  shall,  at  any  time  before 
issue  joined  in  such  State  court,  file  a  petition  sup- 
ported as  to  the  foots  by  his  or  their  affidavits,  if  the 
court  require  it,  for  the  removal  of  the  cause  for  trial 
into  the  next  circuit  court  to  be  held  in  the  district 
where  the  suit  u  pending,  or,  if  the  district  of  Maine 
or  Louisiana,  to  the  disteict  court  next  to  be  holden 
therein,  and  offer  good  and  sufficient  surety  for  his  or 
their  entering  in  such  court,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
seasion,  copies  of  said  process  against  him  or  them, 
and  also  for  his  or  their  appearing  and  entering  in 
such  court  special  bail  in  the  cause,  if  special  bail  were 
requisite  therein,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State 
court  to  accept  the  surety  and  proceed  no  further  in 
the  cause ;  and  any  bail  that  may  originally  have  been 
taken  shall  be  discharged,  and  the  said  copies  being 
entered  as  aforesaid  in  such  court  of  the  United  States, 
the  cause  shall  there  proceed  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  it  had  been  brought  there  by  original  process.  And 
any  attachment  of  the  goods  or  estate  of  the  perty  or 
parties  defendant  by  the  original  process,  shall  hold 
the  goods  or  estate  so  attached,  to  answer  the  final 
judgment  in  the  same  manner  as  by  the  laws  of  the 
State  they  would  have  been  holden  to  answer  final 
judgment,  had  it  been  rendered  by  the  court  in  which 
such  suit  commenced.  And  if  the  party  or  parties 
defendant,  so  removing  such  suit  aforesaid,  shall  not, 
at  the  trial  thereof  in  such  court  of  the  United  States^ 
prove  that  such  suit  is  a  case  to  which  the  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States  does  by  the  Constitution 
extend,  he  or  they  shall  not  be  permitted  to  avail  him- 
self or  themselves  of  any  other  legal  defence  at  such 
trial,  and  judgment  shall  be  rendered  against  him  or 
them  in  due  form  of  law.  And  in  all  suits  so  removed 
as  aforesaid,  the  circuit  court  shall,  after  final  judg>- 
ment,  proceed  to  execute  the  same  according  to  law. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  PiGKEBiNQ,  of  Massachusetts,  by  permissioa 
of  Mr.  Lowndes,  who  was  entiUed  to  the  floor, 
made  a  few  remarks  in  addition  to,  and  explana- 
tory of,  some  parts  of  his  speech  yesterday. 

Mr.  LowNDGB,  of  South  Carolina,  then  resumed 
the  floor,  and  concluded  in  an  hour  and  an  half 
the  speech  which  he  commenced  yesterday,  in 
favor  of  the  bill;  during  which  he  replied  to 
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▼arious  doctrines  adraaced  bf  genilemen  in  the 
Opposition, 

Mr.  Bppes,  of  Virginia,  next  took  the  floor,  and 
in  a  speech  of  more  than  an  hour,  replied  to  the 
arguments  of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  about  an  half 
an  hour  in  explanation  of  his  former  speech. 

When  he  concluded,  the  bill  under  debate  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow, and  the  House  adjourned. 


Wbdngsdat,  March  2. 

Mr.  Lattuiorb,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  12th  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  further  to  ex- 
tend the  right  of  suffrage,  and  to  increase  the 
number  of  members  of  the  Legislative  Council 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  Shawanoe  town^ 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  fiklwin  T. 
Satterwhite,  late  purser  to  the  brig  Hornet,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  better  organi- 
zing, paying  and  supplying  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States"  was  twice  read,  aqd  committed  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  indemnifica- 
tion.of  certain  claimants  of  public  laads  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  was  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

FR0PO8EO  SUSPENSION  OP  EMBARGO. 

Mr.  Wrioht,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  submit  a 
motion  for  consideration.  He  said,  feeling,  as  he 
did,  a  perfect  confidence  in  the  sincerity  of  th^ 
Administration  to  eflfeet  by  negotiation  at  Got- 
tenburg  an  honorable  peace,  and  knowing,  as  he 
did,  that  the  President  bad  perfect  confidence  in 
the  Prince  Regent  in  his  own  proposition  to  meet 
at  Gottenburg,  to  settle  by  negotiation  the  unhap- 
py differences  that  subsist  between  the  two  na- 
tions upon  the  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations 
apd  the  maritime  rights  of  Great  Britain ;  and 
from  the  policy  of  this  Government,  tested  by 
their  proposition  through  Mr.  Russell,  after  the 
war,  upon  an  agreement  to  negotiate,  on  certain 
conditions,  to  agree  to  an  armistice ;  and  from  the 
proposition  of  3ie  British  Government,  through 
Admiral  Warren,  on  our  agreement  to  negotiate, 
on  certain  terms,  to  agree,  also,  to  an  armistice ; 
he  thought  he  was  justified,  from  the  conduct 
of  both  Governments,  in  the  belief  that  an  armis- 
tice will  be  agreed  to  on  the  commencement  of 
the  negotiations  at  Gottenburg,  as  the  practice  of 
all  nations,  as  well  as  the  two  Powers  now  nego- 
tiating, evinced  this  to  be  the  common  usage  of 
nations.  It  is  certainly,  said  he,  one  of  the  first 
dicates  of  humanity  to  spare  the  effusion  of  human 
blood}  and,  during  pending neprotiations, believed 
to  be  entered  into  with  sincerity  and  good-faith, 
it  would  seem  to  me  to  be  a  measure  of  primary 
importance  to  heal  asperities,  and  then  lead  to  a 
happy  termination  of  the  negotiation. 


If  then,  sir,  the  sword  shall  be  sheathed  during 
the  negotiation,  by  an  armistice — that  sword  chat 
can  only  wound  the  enemy — I  ask  if  the  two- 
edged  sword,  the  embargo,  ought  not,  during  the 
negotiation,  also  to  be  sheathed — that  which  cuts 
both  friends  and  foes  1  and  whether  it  is  not  our 
duty  to  test  our  devotion  to  our  constituents,  and 
relieve  them  from  all  pressure  that  may  not  be 
absolutely  necessary?  Their  patriotic  submis- 
sion to  it  while  absolutely  necessary  to  press  the 
enemy  entitles  them  to  its  removal,  while  the 

Erospect  of  peace  induces  a  hope  that  it  may  not 
e  necessary  as  a  weapon  against  the  enemy. 
Having  myself  advocated  the  embargo  in  the 
Summer  session,  and  the  present  embargo,  and 
there  being  no  power  to  suspend  it  at  this  time 
but  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  submit  the  following  resolutioa; 
but  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  the  Administration  to  de- 
clare that  it  is  without  their  concert  and  without 
their  knowledge : 

Ruohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  iafaire 
into  the  expediency  of  suspending  the  embaigo  law 
during  the  impending  negotiation  for  peace. 

Mr.  Wright  appeared  to  be  inclined  to  let  his 
motion  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present ;  bat 

Mr.  Grostenor,  of  New  York,  said  hm  co»* 
ceived  it  was  highly  proper  that  the  fate  of '• 
proposition  of  this  character  sbonld  be  at  once 
Known,  and,  therefore,  moved  that  the  House  now 
proceeu  to  consider  the  resolution, 

Mr.  Sbtbert,  of  Pennsylvania,  having  required 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  considera- 
tion, which  by  the  rules  of  the  House  is  not  to  be 
debated,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  65, 
nays  68,  as  follows  : 

YxAS — ^Messrs.  BayHes  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  oC 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brighami^ 
Caperton,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport, 
Davii  of  Massachusetts,  Dewey,  DuvaU,  Ely,  Gaston, 
G«ddes,  Goldfiboiough,  Grosvenox,  Hale^  Hopkins  of 
New  York,  Howell,  Huffcy,  Hunger&rd,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kent  of  Msryland,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Kaooji» 
Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Moecdey,  Oakley,  Pickerings 
Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich- 
ardson, Ridgely,  Rohertson,  Ruggles,  Sherwood,  Shi^ 
held,  SsButh  of  New  York>  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuari» 
Stufges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Voae,  Wwod. 
of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  WibQii 
of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wood,  and  Wright, 

NATS^-Mesars.  Alston,  Avery,  Baid,  Bamett,  Beall. 
Boweo,  Bradley,  Brawn,  Bnrwell,  Butler,  Caldwelit 
Calhoun,  Gfai^ppeU  Comatodc,  Gaaaid,  Cieighloo» 
Cnthbert,  DtmM  of  Pennsylvania,  Deaoyelles,  Bariet 
Eppes,  Fanow,  Fomej,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Griffiub 
Gnindy,  Hall,  Haixis,  Hashroack,  Hawes,  IngeraoU, 
Ingham,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia*  Kanoedy,  Keir, 
Keiahaw,  Kilbonm,  King  of  North  Carolina,  L&f' 
ferts,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  Muzfree,  Newton* 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Pqter,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Sener,  Sey? 
bert.  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vir> 
ginia,  Tannehill,  Telto,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Whitehiil,  Willtama,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  reftiaed  to  conaider  the  said  reso« 
luiion. 
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THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  loan  of  twenty- 
fife  millions  of  dollars  was  read  a  third  time ; 
and  on  the  question  " Shall  this  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Stanford,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed  the 
bill  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length ;  and 

Mr.  FiaK,  of  Vermont,  spoke  also  at  consider- 
able length  in  support  of  it. 

A  motion  for  tne  previous  question  was  lost  by 
a  small  majority. 

Mr.  NfiLSONj  of  Virginia,  rose  to  speak  in  fa- 
vor of  the  bill ;  but  had  ^oken  but  a  few  min- 
utes, when,  on  giving  way  for  the  purpose,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  3. 

Mr.  Eppes  laid  before  the  House  two  letters 
addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  number  ofmilitia  employed  in  the  actual  ser- 
vice of  ihe  United  States  during  the  year  1813, 
and  of  the  strength  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  establishing  the  Bank 
of  the  Metropolis ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons 
who,  by  mistake,  have  made  wrong  entries  on 
public  lands;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
the  State  of  Ohio  which  borders  on  Lake  Erie, 
presented  on  the  10th  and  24th  ultimo,  and  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  presented 
on  the  25th  ultimo ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
committee  for  revising  the  militia  laws. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ''  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Crawford,"  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

RBMISSION  OF  FORFBITUBE. 

Mr.  Irying,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  George  Walkington,  made  a  re- 
port thereon  ;  which  was  read,  as  follows : 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
find,  by  the  statement  of  the  petitioner,  supported  by 
other  respectable  vonchen,  that,  in  the  year  1808,  being 
a  manner,  out  of  employ,  on  accoant  of  the  embargo,  he 
was  engaged  by  a  Mr.  George  M.  Woolaey,  at  that 
time  a  respectable  merchant  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
to  take  charge  of  the  ahip  Halcyon,  to  clear  her  out 
fkom  tile  port  of  eaid  dty,  and  to  carry  her  to  the  port 
of  Jeney,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Hudaon  river. 

That  shortly  after  he  carried  the  said  ship  to  Jeteey, 
a  captain  waa  placed  on  board  of  heri  and  the  petitsoner 
dieehaigedy  receiving  as  a  compensation  for  his  eervi- 
oes  for  the  time  he  had  change  of  her,  ten  dollars. 
That,  when  he  cleared  the  saioship  out  from  the  port 
of  New  York,  he  signed  certain  pap^trs  at  the  custom 
honae  which,  as  he  bad  neyer  cleared-  a  ship  out  be- 
fox%  hie  suppose^  to  be.  n^ere  papers  relating  to  her 


clearance.  That,  in  the  year  1810,  he  was  arrested, 
at  the  suit  of  the  United  States,  on  a  bond  for  $67,000, 
which,  to  his  surprise,  he  then  learned  was  an  instru- 
ment he  unwittingly  signed  at  the  time  of  the  uud 
clearance.  That,  being  friendless,  and  not  able  ta  pro- 
cure surety  for  such  an  amount,  he  was  placed  in  pris- 
on, and  remained  there  for  ten  months,  when,  by  the 
commiseration  of  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York 
and  the  attorney  for  the  district,  who  joined  in  a  peti- 
tion with  him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
penal  bond  was  reduced  to  $800,  for  which  he  gave 
bail,  and  then  applied  himself  to  his  avocation,  in  the 
hope  of  making  sufficient  to  meet  the  bond.  That, 
while  thus  in  the  prosecution  of  his  calling  as  a  mar- 
iner, he  was  taken  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent war  with  Great  Britain,  was  carried  into  Gibraltar, 
where  his  cargo  and  all  his  little  property  was  con- 
demned, and  himself  detained  a  prisoner  of  war  eleven 
months.  That  being  at  length  exchanged,  he  re- 
turned in  a  cartel  from  London  to  the  United  States, 
and  on  arriving  in  the  dty  of  New  York,  he  found  judg- 
ment entered  against  him  on  the  penal  bond,  ana  was 
surrendered  to  prison  by  his  bail.  That  he  is  now  pen- 
niless, in  abject  want,  and  has  a  wife  and  two  small 
children,  who  are  likwise,  through  his  imprisonment, 
involved  in  the  same  state  of  penury  and  sujQforing. 

From  the  testimony  of  others  in  behalf  of  the  cfaai^ 
aeter  and  circomstancee  of  the  petitioner,  the  commit- 
tee are  of  opinion  that  his  situation  is  as  deplorable  as  bo 
repvesents,  and  that  he  has  been  an  unsuspecting 
dupe ;  e^ecially  so,  when  they  take  into  consideration 
the  smallaess  of  the  sum,  ten  dollars^  which  was  aU  thM 
he  received  for  his  services  on  board  of  the  said  vessel ; 
which  he  states  to  have  been  at  the  rate  of  two  dollaia 
per  day,  the  wages  usually  allowed  in  the  port  of  Neif 
Vork  to  those  who  are  employed  as  ship  keepers. 

The  committee  are  convinced  thai  a  man  of  the  char- 
acter the  petitioner  is  represented  to  have  possessed, 
would  hardly  have  rendered  himself  liable  to  the  con- 
sequences which  have  overtaken  him  for  so  paltry  a 
sum.  If,  however,  he  should  have  been  guilty,  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  law  has  been  fully  satisfied  for 
his  offence,  in  his  imprisonment  for  sixteen  months, 
and  his  having  been  reduced  to  his  present  state  of  ab- 
solute wretchedness  and  want. 

They  therefore  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill  for  his 
relief. 

Mr.  Irving  then  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Qeorge  Walkington ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

THE  LOAN. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  viz:  the  bill  authorizing  a 
Loan. 

Mr.  NELSONjOf  Virginia,  redeemed  the  pledge 
he  had  yesterday  given,  by  a  speech  in  support  of 

the  bill. 

Mr.  Qrosvbnob,  of  New  York,  followed  in 
opposition  to  it,  and  in  vindication  and  support 
of  his  first  speech  on  this  subject. 

During  Mr.  Grosvenor's  speech,  considerable 
irritation  was  caused  in  the  House  b^  what  the 
Speaker  deemed  the  personality  of  his  remark^ 
and  for  which  he  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Chair,  and  made  the  required  explanation. 

When  he  sat  down,  several  gentlemen  rose  to 
speak. 
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Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  said  his  anx- 
iety for  the  question,  and  for  an  early  adjourn- 
meat  of  Congress,  would  have  induced  him  to 
remain  in  his  seat,  but  that  it  was  now  near  four 
o'clock,  and  he  did  not  expect  that  any  vote 
would  be  taken  to-day,  except  the  one  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  and  he  would  not  delay  that 
but  for  a  short  time;  he  would,  therefore,  express 
his  opinion  in  as  few  words  as  he  could  on  some 
of  the  topics  which  had  been  brought  into  the 
debate. 

It  has,  Mr.  Speaker,  been  more  than  once 
hinted  or  insinuated  that  the  Southern  States  are 
unfriendly  to  New  England.  These  hints  and 
insinuations  are  founded  in  error.  No  fact  had 
been  stated,  nor  in  his  opinion  could  one  be  sta- 
ted, which  would  justify  the  remarks  he  had  fre- 
quently heard  made  on  this  subject.  Such  re- 
marks produce  no  effect  in  the  Southern  States, 
because  the  people  there  know  there  is  no  foun- 
dation for  them,  and  it  is  possible  they  were  not 
intended  for  that  part  of  the  nation ;  indeed  it 
seems  impossible,  unfounded  as  they  are,  that 
they  should  produce  any  in  any  part  of  the 
country.  The  fact,  if  true,  could  be  easily  as- 
certained by  almost  any  person  living  in  New 
England,  because  every  year  people  emigrate 
from  there  to  the  Southern  States,  and  the  emi- 
ffrants  could  sureljr  furnish  the  proof  if  it  ex- 
isted. The  truth  is^  the  emigrants  are  there  re- 
ceived as  brethren  of  one  great  family.  Besides, 
it  must  be  known  to  many  gentlemen  in  the 
House,  that  each  of  the  three  Southern  States 
have  been  represented  in  Congress  by  a  native  of 
New  England.  Look  around  this  hall,  and  you 
will  see  several  Representatives  from  the  South- 
ern States  who  have  been  educated  there ;  and 
the  practice  is  continued  of  sending  young  men 
from  the  South  to  the  North  to  be  educated, 
though  at  this  time  they  have  excellent  colleges 
and  academies  in  their  own  States ;  and  can  it 
be  believed  that  men  under  such  circumstances 
would  send  their  sons  to  be  educated  in  a  coun- 
try to  which  they  were  so  unfriendly  as  to  be 
almost  hostile?  Again,  it  must  be  known  that  a 
great  number  of  gentlemen  from  the  South  reg- 
ularly spend  their  Summers  in  New  England ; 
and  would  they  go  to  spend  their  time  and  money 
among  a  people  whom  they  disliked  ?  If  not 
impossible  it  is  improbable, 

it  has  abo  been  stated  in  the  same  indirect 
way,  that  the  Southern  States  are  unfriendly  to 
commerce.  No  fact  has  been  stated  to  support 
the  charge,  and  it  is  sincerely  believed  that  one 
cannot  be.  Hence  this  must  be  met  like  the 
other,  by  an  endeavor  to  demonstrate  that  this 
also  is  founded  in  error,  as  in  truth  it  is.  The 
drawback  and  discriminating  duties  are  proofs 
that  American  commerce  and  navigation  are 
highly  favored  by  law;  and  the  annual  reports 
from  the  Treasury  show  that  the  people  of  the 
South  are  not  much  engaged  in  either,  and  the 
Journal  of  this  House  will  show  that  no  South- 
ern member  has  attempted  to  get  either  law  re- 
Kaled.  But  of  what  use  would  their  cotton,  to- 
cco,  provisions,  and  lumber  be,  if  they  could 


not  be  exported  ?  The  nation  cannot  cossome 
them.  Of  what  use  would  their  laborers  be,  if 
the  products  of  their  labor  could  neither  be  con- 
sumed in  the  countrv  nor  exported  ?  And  while 
they  hold  a  particular  sort  of  population  ihej 
will  not,  I  Imagine,  be  either  a  commercial  or 
navigating  people.  The  reasons  for  this  opinion 
it  is  not  necessary  to  state.  They  will  occur  to 
every  one.  Virginia  is  an  example  of  its  cor- 
rectness ;  her  natural  advantages  for  commerce 
and  navigation  are  not  surpa^ed  1:^  any  part  df 
the  country,  and  we  alf  know  that  she  is  not  one 
of  the  great  commercial  and  navigating  States. 
The  Southern  people,  like  all  other  people,  wish 
to  get  their  produce  to  market  as  cheap  as  they 
can,  and  they  believe  if  you  suffer  any  one  Pow- 
er to  monopolize  the  carrying  trade,  that  that 
Power  will  extort  what  price  she  pleases  for  car- 
rving ;  and  that  if  you  suffer  Great  Briuin  to  be 
the  monopolizer,  that  they  will  not  only  in  time 
of  peace  nave  to  pay  her  extorted  price,  but  that 
often  in  the  time  or  war  they  wiU  have  an  ex- 
torted war  price  to  pay.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
get  their  produce  carried  to  market  as  cheap  as 
possible,  they  have  been  willing  to  encourage  a. 
competition.  If  the  people  of  the  Southern  Sutes 
are  not  friendly  to  the  export  and  import  trade, 
and  the  coasting,  too,  they  must  be  worse  than  a 
man,  if  such  a  one  is  in  the  world,  who  would 
cut  off  his  own  thumb  to  pinch  the  little  finger 
of  his  neighbor.  It  had  been  said  that  the  re- 
strictive system,  as  it  was  called,  operated  harder 
on  New  England  than  on  the  Southern  States. 
This,  I  apprehend,  was  a  mistake ;  it  operated  on 
the  whole  produce  of  the  Southern  countrjr, 
while  it  only  operated  to  the  amount  of  the 
freight  on  those  concerned  in  navigation ;  so  that 
if  the  Southern  planters  could  not  sell  thdr 
crops,  the  New  England  men  engaged  in  navi- 
gation could  not  get  the  freight;  its  operation 
was  rather  a  postponement  of  sale  and  freight 
than  a  real  loss.  But  the  Southern  Republicans 
have  been  directl^r  charged  with  beiiig  (he  inven- 
tors of  the  restrictive  system,  as  it  is  called. 
This  is  another  mistake.  If  gentlemen  will  ex- 
ainine  the  documents  on  the  Clerk's  table,  they 
will  find  it  first  mentioned  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  by  the  then  Major  (now  Major 
General)  Pincknev,  when  Minister  at  London. 
The  restrictions,  however,  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much,  certainly  grew  out  of  the  cele- 
brated Boston  memoriaL  JPermit  me,  sir,  here 
to  remark,  though  it  has  not  much  to  do  with, 
the  question,  yet  quite  as  much  as  a  great  deal 
you  have  heard,  that  I  have  long  thought  thnt 
the  interests  of  New  England  and  the  Sonthera 
States  are  more  intimatdy  connected  than  those 
of  the  Middle  and  the  Southern.  The  Sonthem 
are  almost  entirely  concerned  in  agricnltare,  and 
the  EUistern  are  greatly  concerned  in  navigaticm. 
hence  they  are  not  rivals  in  any  market;  and  it 
parties  in  this  country  had  been  formed  on  local 
and  interested  considerations,  it  is  probable  they 
would  have  been  unit<;d  against  the  Middle 
Stares ;  but  the  present  parties  were  formed  by 
putting  different  constructions  on  the  Constitn- 
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tion  of  the  Uoiced  States.  One  word  more  as  to 
the  restrictions.  The  lO'ijoritjr  who  voted  for 
them  undoahtedly  did  so  under  a  strong  convic- 
tion that  they  were  promoting  the  general  wel- 
fare, and  that  the  state  of  our  foreign  affairs  ab- 
solutely required  them.  The  embargo,  every 
one  knows,  was  the  only  act  among  them  for 
which  I  voted,  and  that  was  solely  with  a  view 
to  avoid  war;  and  I  now  verily  believe  tjiat  an 
adherence  to  the  first  act  for  a  few  months  long- 
er, would  have -produced  the  desired  effect.  It  is 
possible  that  the  whole,  of  the  restrictions  may 
nave  been  wrong,  and  that  it  would  have  been 
right  to  let  Great  Britain  go  on  as  she  had  done, 
both  impressing  and  plundering ;  but,  if  wrong, 
they  were  surely  not  wickedly  so,  because  they 
operated  as  equally  as  any  general  laws  could  on 
the  whole  community,  and  the  wicked,  however 
willing  they  might  be  for  others  to  suffer  for  the 
public  good,  are  scarcely  ever  willing  to  do  so 
themselves;  they  are  pretty  certain,  if  they  have 
it  in  their  power,  to  take  good  care  of  themselves, 
and  how  easy  could  the  majority,  if  they  had 
acted  on  wicked  principles,  have  permitted  neu- 
trals to  carry  away  the  produce  of  their  fields? 

Mr.  M.  said  he  smcerely  lamented  that  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Qaston)  should  have  thought  it  ne- 
cessar]|r  to  have  stated  the  unfortunate  situation 
of  their  native  State;  he  agreed  with  his  col- 
league in  lamenting  that  there  was  a  slave  in  the 
nation ;  indeed  he  bhould  be  |;lad  that  there  was 
not  one  of  the  African  race  m  it ;  but  what  had 
the  condition  of  these  people  to  do  with  the  cause 
of  the  war  ?  If  it  be  a  reason  for  not  opposing 
the  abominable  practice  of  impressment  will  it 
not  be  a  reason  for  not  opposing  any  wrong  that 
may  be  inflicted  on  the  country?  And  he  could 
not  conceive  a  greater  wrong  than  impressment. 
But,  slave  or  no  slave,  he  was  determined  to  live 
and  die  with  her.  He  would  stick  to  her  as  well  in 
adversity,  if  it  ever  overtook  her,  as  he  would  in 

grosperity.  No  misfortune  that  could  happen  to 
er  would  induce  him  to  leave  her,  and  he  re- 
ligiously believed  that  no  State  in  the  Union  was 
better  governed. 

Much  has  been  said  about  free  ships  making 
free  goods.  The  United  States  have  long  since 
j^ven  up  this  point,  and  cannot  now  contend  for 
It.  But  it  is  surely  known  to  every  man  the  least 
acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  the  old  Con- 

fress,  that  during  the  Revolutionary  war  that 
[ouse  was  anxious  to  have  the  laws  of  nations 
so  settled  and  understood,  that  free  ships  should 
make  free  goods;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  first 
Administration  under  the  present  Constitution 
was  not  averse  to  the  principle.  The  very  first 
treaty  made  by  the  United  States  contains  a  clause 
declaring  that  free  ships  shall  make  free  goods, 
contraband  of  war  excepted. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  ask  the  gentlemen  from  the 
navigating  States,  if  it  is  possible  that  they  can 
believe  that  Great  Britain  will  ever  suffer,  if  she 
can  prevent  it,  any  nation  except  herself  to  be  a 
great  commercial  and  navigating  people  ?  If  they 
do,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  careful  examination  of 
her  history  from  the  days  of  the  Stuarta  to  the 


present  time  will  convince  them  that  they  are 
greatly  mistaken.  Some  of  the  many  wars  which 
she  has  been  engaged  in  have  been  most  assuredly 
carried  on  to  destroy  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  a  rival,  and  this  was  done  at  a  time  when 
she  was  not  in  Europe  acknowledged  to  be  the 
mistress  of  the  ocean ;  and  have  not  what  she 
calls  her  maritime  rights  grown  with  her  mari- 
time power?  And  now  that  she  has  no  rival  in 
that  kind  of  power,  can  it  it  be  expected  she  will 
suffer  one  to  grow  up  if  she  can  prevent  it?  The 
war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged  is  to  protect 
our  maritime  rights.  Our  j;rowing  commerce 
and  navigation  had  made  her  jealous  of  our  grow- 
ing power,  and  she  endeavored  by  impressment 
and  Orders  in  Council  to  destroy  both,  for  she 
had  nearly  violated  every  neutral  and  maritime 
right  which  belongs  to  ns  before  war  was  de- 
clared ;  in  fact  she.  may  be  said  to  have  been  at 
war  with  us  while  we  were  at  peace  with  her. 
But  to  attempt  to  conquer  Canada  in  a  war  car- 
ried on  for  sailors'  rights  and  free  trade,  (and  no 
words  in  our  language  could  better  define  the 
cause  of  the  war,)  is  called  a  new  mode  of  pro- 
tecting and  defending  them.  It  is  true  that  the 
injuries  which  have  been  done  to  us  have  been 
done  on  the  water,  and  that  we  undertake,  in 
part,  to  avenge  them  on  the  land,  and  there  is 
nothing  new  in  this.  No  matter  what  the  origi- 
nal cause  of  a  war  may  have  been,  when  two  na- 
tions are  engaged  in  it,  it  is  the  constant  practice 
to  strike  where  the  enemy  will  most  severely  feel ; 
and  nations  which  have  been  forced  to  war,  as 
we  have  been,  have  generallv  been  willing  to  ac- 
quire something  which  mignt  remunerate  them 
at  least  for  the  expense  thev  had  been  compelled 
to  incur,  and  Canada  would  reimburse  the  Uni- 
ted States  all  the  expense  they  may  be  at — the 
duties  on  imports  alone  would  do  this.  It  cannot 
be  forvotten  that  Great  Britain  acquired  New 
York  from  the  Dutch  in  a  war  not  forced  upon 
her,  but  undertaken  to  destroy  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  Dutch.  The  history  of  that 
war  ou^ht  to  convince  us  that  Great%ritain  is 
not  willing  to  have  a  rival  of  any  kind  on  the 
ocean;  and  the  last  treaty  between  her  and 
France  ought  to  convince  the  world  that  neither 
of  them  pay  much  respect  to  the  rights  of  other 
nations. 

To  the  best  of  my  recollection  this  is  the  first 
session  of  Congress  at  which  the  war  has  been 
called  wicked  and  unjust ;  when  it  was  declared, 
it  was  only  inexpedient;  all  then  seemed  to  ad- 
mit that  there  was  just  cause  for  it,  and  nothing 
has  taken  place  since  which  could  change  its 
character.  The  conduct  of  the  enemy  at  Hamp- 
ton, and  indeed  at  almost  every  place  where  he 
has  had  the  power,  has  been  such  as  no  civilized 
man  could  nave  expected;  but  his  abominable 
conduct  cannot  render  the  war  either  wicked  or 
unjust  on  our  part.  The  most  wicked  part  of  the 
war  seems  to  be  the  attack  on  Canada,  and  a  de- 
sire as  is  supposed  to  attach  it  to  the  United 
Slates.  All  the  gentlemen  who  oppose  the  bill 
are  also  opposed  to  having  Canada,  though  a  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  Grosvbnob)  has 
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said  that  we  shall  have  it  some  time  or  other.  Is 
is  possible  that,  when  we  were  British  colonies, 
all  the  British  statesmeo,  with  the  great  Lord 
Chatham  at  their  head,  were  mistaken  as  to  the 
Talue  aod  importance  of  Canada  to  the  then 
colonies  ?  They  considered  it  of  the  first  conse- 
qaence,  and  spared  neither  men  or  money  to  take 
it.  Again,  is  it  possible  that  all  the  sages  of  the 
Revolution,  with  General  Washington  at  their 
head,  were  mistaken  in  their  wish  to  obtain  it 
and  attach  it  to  the  United  States  7  I  ought  to 
have  said  to  admit  it  into  the  Union,  because  the 
articles  of  the  old  Confederation  has  a  clause, 
expressly  declaring  that  Canada  may  be  admit- 
ted into  the  union  of  the  States,  In  the  first 
treaty  with  France  provision  was  made  for  it, 
and  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  there 
is  a  clause,  which  I  have  always  understood  was 
intended  to  admit  it  into  the  Union ;  the  clause 
does  not  apply  to  Territories,  because  they  come 
into  the  Union  under  an  ordinance  of  the  old 
Congress.  If  these  gentlemen  are  now  right  in 
not  wishing  to  have  Canada,  then  all  the  British 
statesmen  and  American  Revolutionary  patriots 
were  wrong  in  wantinjg;  it ;  and  if  it  is  now  wicked 
to  attack  it.  it  was  quite  as  wicked  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  It  was  then  attacked  by  men 
whose  purity  of  heart  was  never  questioned  by 
their  countrymen,  and  by  men  who  lived  in  the 
days  which  tried  tneir  souls ;  and  let  it  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  war  of  the  Revolution  was  de- 
fensive, especially  by  those  who  talked  so  much 
about  defensive  war ;  and  let  it  also  be  remem- 
bered by  those  who  have  told  us  that  the  Cana- 
dians were  not  represented  in  Parliament,  there- 
fore had  no  hand  in  injuring  us,  that  they  were 
not  then  represented  in  Parliament,  and  had  no 
hand  in  opposin|^  the  tax  on  tea ;  they  form  a 
part  of  the  British  Empire,  and  as  a  part  have 
Deen  attacked.  The  object  of  this  war  and  that 
of  the  Revolution  is  the  same,  though  we  are 
not  in  the  same  situation  with  those  who  con- 
certed that.  The  object  of  both  is  to  prevent  op- 
pression aad  to  maintain  our  rights.  Will  it  be 
believed  in  this  nation  that  the  gallant  Mont- 

fomery  fell  in  a  wicked,  unjust  attack  on  Cluebec  ? 
(e  lives  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,  not  for 
a  wicked  and  unjust  attack,  but  for  the  brave  and 
faithful  discharge  of  his  duty  in  a  most  glori' 
ous  and  honorable  war.  The  mentioning  his 
name  brings  to  my  recollection  the  names  of 
Mercer  and  Qates;  could  they  have  heard  the 
doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance,  which  has  been 
advocated  on  this  floor,  it  would^  no  doubt,  have 
made  similar  impressions  on  their  minds  to  those 
which  were  made  on  the  mind  of  the  venerable 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Findlet.) 
The  first  being  an  Irishman,  the  second  a  Scotch- 
man, and  the  third  an  Englishman.  This  doc- 
trine of  perpetual  allegiance  was  not  I  imagine 
in  their  day  advocated  on  the  floor  of  Congress. 
If  these  men,  and  many  others  equallv  patriotic, 
were  not  traitors  according  to  the  ooctrine  we 
have  heard  advanced,  it  must  be  because  rights 
exist  in  a  civil  war,  which  do  not  exist  in  any 
other ;  and  exactly  the  reverse  is  understood  to 


be  both  the  law  and  the  practice  of  nations.  We 
all  wish  for  peace  that  may  last  long ;  how  is 
such  a  peace  to  be  obtained  1  Not  by  begging;^ 
but  by  manfully  maintaining  our  rights.  The 
acquisition  of  Canada  (pardon  me  for  so  saying) 
and  Florida  would  add  much  to  the  probability 
of  a  peace  being  lasting ;  for  while  these  remaia 
in  the  possession  of  any  European  Government, 
that  Government  will  most  assuredly  manage  the 
Indians  so  as  tu  force  an  Indian  war  on  us  when- 
ever it  pleases.  The  reason  is  in  the  nature  of  the 
Ciovernments.  In  Europe  there  is  always  secret 
service  money  enough  to  bribe  and  corrupt  who- 
ever will  be  bribed  or  corrupted,  and  with  this 
fond  they  will  manage  the  Indians.  Besides  this, 
in  the  European  Governments  there  is  not  the 
same  responsibility  in  the  Executive  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  public  money  as  in  ours;  and  I  hope 
that  ours  win  never  be  like  theirs  in  that  or  in 
any  other  respect.  It  cannot  be  forgotten  that 
when  France  owned  Canada  she  so  managec)  the 
Indians  as  to  have  a  majority  of  them  on  hersida 
whenever  she  and  Great  Britain  were  at  wat. 
The  cause  of  her  superior  management  was,  that 
her  King  was  absolute,  and  could  do  what  he 
pleased ;  of  course  there  was  no  responsibility  to 
the  nation  for  the  expenditure  of  public  money; 
and  perhaps  not  much  to  him  or  any  one  else; 
certainly  much  less  than  there  was  in  Great  Brit- 
ain at  that  time.  And  since  our  independence 
Great  Britain  has  so  managed  them,  notwith* 
standing  our  constant  endeavors  to  civilize  them 
and  better  their  conditionj  as  now  to  have  a  ma- 
jority of  them  on  her  side.  The  cause  is  the 
same  in  her  Government.  There  is  less  respon- 
sibility for  public  money  than  in  ours;  and^  be- 
sides, she  has  secret  service  moneyj  as  maen  as 
the  Minister  wishes,  and  we  have  none.  Our 
frontier  settlements  never  can  be  safe,  or  even 
comfortable,  while  any  European  nation  has  the 
management  of  the  Indians:  and  as  long  as  any 
of  them  have  Canada  or  Florida,  I  have  endea- 
vored to  shpw  that  they  will  manage  them.  Lee  the 
United  States  have  them,  and  the  Western  froo- 
tier  would  not  require  a  cent  for  protection,  and 
we  should  save  all  the  expense  of  naval  arma- 
ments on  the  Lakes.  How  much  this  might  be 
no  man  can  tell;  because  no  man  can  tell  what 
force  will  be  sufficient  to  give  us  or  any  other 
nation  the  command  over  them;  and  we  ought 
to  command  them  for  this  plain  reason  :  whoever 
commands  them  will  command  the  adjoining 
country. 

Some  of  the  gentlemeii  who  oppose  the  bill, 
have  said  they  would  vote  money  to  defend  the 
soil ;  that  is.  they  would  vote  money  to  defend 
themselves,  out  not  to  defend  the  poor  and  almost 
friendless  sailor  who  carries  the  produce  of  the 
soil  to  foreign  markets,  and  without  whose  labor 
the  soil  would  not  be  more  valuable  to  us  than  it 
is  to  the  savages ;  and  at  the  same  session  that  they 
will  not  vote  money  to  defjpnd  him,  they  vote 
him  thanks  and  money  for  his  bravery  and  ^pood 
conduot  in  a  war  which  they  call  wicked  and 
unjust.  But  they  would  vote  money  to  defend 
the  soil.  I  should  like  to  hear  from  them  in  what 
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mtaaer  they  wQald  attempt  to  defend  the  West* 
era  and  Southern  frontiers  on  a  plan  purely  deien- 
sire ;  they  could  not  rely  on  a  few  forts  and  garri- 
sons, because  the  Indians  would  steal  into  the  set- 
tlements and  scalp  within  sight  of  the  forts.  A 
ddensive  war  to  give  effectual  protection  against 
Indian  depredation  and  murder,  would  require 
more  men  and  money  than  the  most  active  war 
of  inyasion.  If  those  who  talk  so  much  about 
defensive  war  would  only  take  the  trouble  to  in- 
quire of  the  veteran  patriot  from  Tennessee,  who 
sits  before  me  (Mr.  Sevier,)  who  has  probably 
been  in  more  battles  against  the^'Indians  and 
British  than  I  am.  years  old,  he  would^  I  ex* 

Sect,  inform  them,  that  experience  had  taught 
im  that  the  frontier  peopJe  could  not  be  defended 
by  forts  and  garrisons  against  savage  invasion  and 
massacre. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  PicKSBiMO,)  that  wars  have  been  heretofore 
carried  on  for  property,  and  will  add,  that  the 

ni  war  with  France  was  for  property,  and  those 
in  power  voted  money  without  any  difficulty 
whatever.  But  this  war  differs  from  all  others 
in  this  respect,  at  least,  that  it  is  carried  on  for 
the  rights  of  the  poor  and  not  for  the  property  of 
the  rich ;  and  this  is  the  only  country  in  the  world 
where  the  rich  and  the  poor  are  really  equal,  and 
where  the  poor  have  as  much  power  as  the  rich  j 
ia  all  others  the  poor  are  almost  friendless  and 
without  any  share  iq  the  Qovernment.  This  war 
is  not  for  property.  Therefore  it  is,  that  those 
who  claim  to  have  the  most  wealth  are  not  wUr 
]mg  to  vote  money  to  support  a  war  carried  on 
for  the  rights  of  the  poor.  The  rich  are  not  al- 
ways willing  to  relieve  the  poor,  or  Lazarus  would 
not  have  remained  unfed  at  the  rich  man's  door, 
nor  would  our  poor  sailors  have  wanted  the  pro« 
tection  of  their  country  or  the  aid  of  those  who 
had  got  rich  by  their  voyages ;  more  noise  would 
have  been  made  for  the  impressment  of  twenty 
rich  merchants  than  for  the  impressment  of 
twenty  hundred  poor  sailors,  and  in  a  war  to  re- 
lease and  protect  them  the  want  of  money  would 
not  have  been  heard  of.  The  war  of  the  Revo- 
Idtion  was  to  prevent  being  taxed  without  our 
consent,  and  I  should  be  glad  to  know,  whether 
there  is  one  man  in  the  nation  who  had  rather 
be  impressed  than  to  pay  a  trifling  tax  on  tea, 
imposed  without  his  consent  or  that  of  his  repre- 
sentatives. Impresssement  must  be  also  without 
his  consent.  That  war  was  to  prevent  being 
taxed  when  Colonies,  by  the  British  Parliament, 
without  our  consent ;  and  this  war  is  to  prevent 
being  taxed  now  we  are  independent  bv  the  British 
Qovernment  without  our  consent ;  tor  impress- 
meat  is  a  tax  of  the  most  grievous  kind.  All  taxes 
most  be  paid  by  the  produce  of  labor,  but  the  tax 
of  impressment  not  only  deprives  the  sailor  of  the 
right  of  laboring  himself,  but  confines  him  and 
forces  him  to  fight  not  the  battles  of  his  country, 
bat  those  of  a  foreign  nation,  who  tai^s  him,  re« 
ceives  the  tax  and  forces  him  to  fight  her  battles. 
In  fact  impressment  is  not  only  a  tax,  but  the 
most  detestable  tyranny  and  oppression  that  ever 
was  practised  by  one  independent  nation  over 


another.  Can  it  be  possible,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  men  who  so  gloriously  resisted  the  tax  on 
tea ;  the  men  by  whose  patriotic  efforts  you  now 
sit  in  that  chair,  would,  when  independent,  sub- 
mit to  impressment,  nay,  that  they  would  have 
collected  documents  to  prove  impressment,  a  fact 
known  to  every  man  in  both  nations?  What 
would  have  been  their  feelings,  when  they  knew 
that  their  countrymen  who  had  been  impressed 
before  war  was  declared,  had,  after  it  was  de- 
clared, been  ignominiously  flogged  for  refusing  to 
do  duty ;  that  i&  to  fight  against  their  own  coun- 
try? Would  the  tax  on  tea  have  gone  to  the 
hearts  of  these  men,  and  impressment  have  been 
borne  by  them  with  patience?  Impressment  is 
as  much  worse  than  the  tax,  as  freedom  is  better 
than  impressment. 

A  complaint  has  been  made,  with  a  verv  long 
face,  that  this  war  will  cost  money.  The  friends 
of  these  gentlemen  made  no  such  complaint  in 
the  quasi  war.  It  is,  however,  certainly  true 
that  it  will  cost  money ;  so  has  every  war  that 
ever  was.  And  if  we  determine  not  to  defend 
our  national  rights,  we  shall  soon  have  none  to 
defend.  But,  sir,  had  calculations  like  these  we 
have  heard  deterred  our  fathers  from  carrying  on 
the  war  in  which  they  were  engaj^ed,  we  should 
not  have  been  free,  nor  now  debating,  in  this  ele- 

Knt  Hall,  whether  American  sailors  should  also 
free.  They  wanted  both  men  and  money,  but 
they  persevered  to  the  end^  and  obtained  that  for 
which  they  contended — liberty  and  indenendence* 
If  we  only  follow  their  example  we  shall  establish 
sailors'  rights  and  free  trade. 

Much  has  been  said  about  o  national  debt.  No 
man  dislikes  one  more  than  I  do.  It  never  was 
my  opinion  that  a  national  debt  was  a  national 
blessing.  And  I  dislike  taxes  as  much  as  I  do  a 
national  debt ;  but  1  do  not  dislike  them  quite  as 
much  as  I  hate  impressment;  and  before  I  would 
acknowledge  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  impress 
American  citizens,!  would  bear  as  much  of  both 
as  I  could  without  complaining.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  have  more  feeling  on  this  subjeqt  than 
others  have.  Every  man  in  the  nation  can  form 
a  correct  opinion  on  the  question,  by  supposing 
his  own  son  impressed,  and  treated  like  others 
have  been.  It  seems  to  me  that  to  the  parent  there 
could  be  but  little,  if  any,  difference  between  im- 
pressment and  death.  This  war  has  not  been 
supported  by  me  because  a  particular  man  is 
President,  but  because  I  thought  we  should  lose^ 
one  by  one,  all  our  national  rights  unless  we  de- 
fend them,  and  because  I  thought  the  sailors  had 
the  same  right  to  protection  that  other  peo]^ 
had.  I  care  but  little  who  is  President ;  all  I  ask 
of  him  is  to  administer  the  Executive  part  of  the- 
Government  well  and  economically.  No  Presi- 
dent will  ever  please  all,  and  he  that  has  faithfully 
done  the  best  be  could  for  the  nation,  and  is  fully 
satisfied  thereof,  and  has  a  clear  conscience  to^ 
wards  his  God  and  neighbor,  will  probably  be  the 
best  off,  here  and  hereafter. 

But  that  which  seems  to  astonish  those  mosit 
who  oppose  the  bill,  is  that  the  backwoodsmeni 
who  never  saw  a  ship  before  they  came  to  this 
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city,  should  ondertake  to  defend  sailors'  rights. 
By  the  Coostitation  it  is  as  much  their  duty  to 
defend  them  as  it  is  the  duty  of  any  other  part  of 
the  nation;  but,  leaving  their  Constitutional  duty 
out  of  the  question,  nothing  is  more  natural,  than 
that  their  situation  should  compel  them  to  feel 
for  the  distress  of  their  countrymen  in  anjr  part 
of  the  Union ;  especially,  too,  when  their  distress 
is  produced  by  the  same  power  which  distresses 
their  countrymen.    It  may  he  the  effect  of  sym- 
pathy, something  like  this:  If  you.  sir,  were  trav- 
veiling,  and  to  call  at  a  house  wnere  you  were 
not  acquainted  with  any  person  who  lived  in  it, 
and  to  find  the  father  or  mother  of  the  family,  or 
one  of  the  children,  dead,  vou  would  immediate- 
ly feel  for  the  distress  of  tne  living,  and  sympa- 
tnise  with  them.  The  case  of  the  tMckwoodsmen 
is  much  stronger  than  this ;  because,  when  they 
hear  of  impressment,  they  immediately  think  of 
their  relations  and  neighbors  who  had  been  mur- 
dered and  scalped  by  the  savage  foe,  the  ally  of 
the  Power  who  impresses    their    countnrmen. 
These  backwoodsmen  want  no  defence  for  the 
part  thev  have  acted.    The  zeal  and  ability  with 
which  tney  have  defended  their  national  rights, 
both  in  this  House  and  the  field,  want  no  defence. 
If  a  single  wagoner,  tobacco-roller,  or  hog-driver, 
from  the  middle  country,  should  be  scalped  on 
his  way  to  market,  that  whole  country  would  im- 
mediately have  feelings  similar  to  those  of  the 
Western  people  and  the  people  of  (Georgia,  and, 
like  them,  convince  the  world    that   freemen 
roused  are  invincible.    Durinff  the  Revolutiona- 
ry war  it  was  not  whispered  tnat  the  then  back- 
woodsmen had  never  seen  a  ship  or  salt  water, 
or  that  they  did  not  understand  the  tax  on  tea, 
or  the  Boston  port  act ;  and  they  certainly  under- 
stand the  cause  of  this  war  as  well  as  they  did  the 
cause  of  that;  and  then  their  assistance  was  glad- 
ly seized,  and  their  valiant  deeds  of  that  day  have 
not  been  been  surpassed  by  those  of  late.    That 
war.  we  have  been  told,  was  for  property.    They 
might  then  take  part  without  a  complaint  j  but  as 
this  is  now  for  poor  sailors'  rights,  they  ought 
not  to  meddle' with  it!    Many  of  the  men  who 
fought  durinff  the  Revolution,  I  imagine,  never 
saw  nor  tasted  tea  when  the  war  commenced.    I 
well  remember  that,  in  the  part  of  the  nation 
lahere  I  live,  it  was  used  in  but  few  families,  and 
in  some  of  toe  few  only  on  Sundays,  or  on  some 
great  occasion ;  and  in  that  part  of  the  country 
thepeople  were  not  plagued  with  Tories. 

Why,  at  this  time,  discuss  the  causes  of  the 
war?  They  have  been  discussed  before ;  but  then 
there  was  no  negotiation  on  foot.  I  most  sincerely 
wish  that  the  negotiation  may  produce  a  treaty 
which  shall  be  satisfactory  to  every  man  in  the 
nation.  One  would  naturally  have  supposed,  if 
we  had  not  seen  to  the  contrary,  that  the  hearts 
of  all  men  in  the  country  would  have  been  turned 
at  this  time  to  two  great  points — the  happy  ter- 
mination of  the  war,  by  the  restoration  of  an  hon- 
orable peace,  or,  in  case  the  negotiation  failed,  to 
the  manner  best  calculated  to  carry  it  on  success- 
fully. I  repeat,  that  I  wish  for  peace  as  much  as 
any  man;  but  rely  on  it,  sir,  that  no  peace  can  be 


lasting  which  shall  be  obtained  bv  a  surrender  of 
our  rights.    Disgrace  the  nation  by  a  disgracefoi 
peace,  and  the  peace  cannot  last,  unless  the  n«« 
tion  cease  to  respect  itself;  and  a  nation  that 
does  not  respect  itself  will  be  treated  by  other  na- 
tions rather  worse  than  an  individual  is  treated 
by  society,  who  does  not  respect  himself.    What 
will  be  the  effect  of  an  honorable  or  dishonorable 
peace  on  the  two  parties?    The  question  need 
only  to  be  stated,  ana  the  answer  is  in  the  mouth 
of  every  man.    If  an  honorable  peace  be  made, 
and  the  rights  we  are  justly  contending  for  be 
pursued,  the  whole  world  will  respect  us — even 
the  gentlemen  themselves  will  respect  as  for  not 
being  driven  from  the  line  of  doty  by  their  own 
speeches  ;  but  if  a  dishonorable  peace  be  made, 
and  we  meanly  surrender  the  just  rights  of  ih» 
nation,  the  whole  world  will  despise  us,  and  we 
ouffht  to  be  put  down.    I  will  go  a  step  farther 
and  say.  that  I  believe  if  the  gentlemen  who  op- 
pose the  war,  and  everjr  measure  connected  with 
It,  were  now  in  the  majority,  that  tbey  would  not 
make  a  disgraceful  peace,  and  thereby  surrender 
the  rights  we  are  now  contending  for,  and  that 
the  necessary  supplies  would  be  furnished  to  car- 
ry the  war  on ;  nay,  sir,  I  feel  no  reluctance  in 
saying,  that  there  are  men  opposed  to  me  in  pol- 
itics to  whom  I  should  not  he  unwilling  to  trust 
the  present  negotiation,  and  that,  too,  withoot  aa 
instruction.    I  mean  not  by  this  to  be  understood 
as  having  objections  to  the  present  negotiators. 
If  we  could  by  any  means  convince  Europe  that 
our  disputes  were  only  of  the  family  kind,  and 
that  any  interference  of  hers  would  only  mora 
closely  unite  us.  I  believe  we  should  never  again 
experience  much  trouble  from  her.    We  ooght  to 
remember  the  great  interest  which  the  potentates 
of  Europe  took  in  the  election  of  a  King  of  Po* 
land.    This  fact  alone  is  enou^^h  to  induce  as  to 
believe,  that  at  least  Great  Britain  and  Fraaee 
would  be  willing  to  meddle  in  our  elections  if 
they  could,  and  no  doubt  they  look  on  them  with 
some  little  concern. 

We  have  had  this  session  a  subject  before  the 
Hoose,  the  whole  history  of  which  I  have  beea 
very  anxious  to  know,  and  gave  every  vote  I 
could  to  get  it — I  mean  Turreau's  letter.  If  the 
Administration  acted  as  it  ought  to  have  done  on 
receiving  it,  I  should  like  to  know  it,  and  if  it 
did  not  so  act  I  should  like  to  know  it ;  however, 
let  the  history  of  this  letter  be  what  it  may,  the 
letter  itself  proves,  like  one  read  sometime  past  ia 
his  place  by  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
GaoavENOR,)  written  bj  a  man  who  has  beea 
accused  of  more  subserviencv  to  France  than  any 
other  in  the  nation,  that  there  never  was  any 
French  influence  in  the  Cabinet;  and  we  have 
heard  more  noise  about  Torreau's  letter  thaa 
about  all  the  wrongs  Great  Britain  has  done  as — 
more  than  about  the  one  hundred  and  fifty-aix 
American  sailors  which  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts  (Colonel  Pickbrimo)  admitted  had 
been  impressed.  I  must  here  remark,  that  thu 
number  differs  very  much  from  every  other  cal- 
culation that  I  have  seen  or  heard.  The  letier 
of  Commodore  Rodgers,  after  examining  some 
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British  docameDU  which  be  foood  in  tome  ves- 
sel he  had  taken,  supposes  the  number  to  be  much 
S "eater  than  had  e^er  been  thought  in  the  United 
lates ;  and  the  Secretary  of  State  had  reported 
the  number  to  be  more  than  6,000,  and  Lord  Cas- 
tiereagh  has  acknowledged  1,600  in  the  British 
Parliament,  and  it  cannot  reasonably  be  supposed 
that  he  would  acknowledge  more  than  was  right; 
on  the  contrary,  it  would  not  be  unfair  to  sup- 
pose that  many  had  been  impressed  of  which  he 
nerer  heard,  because  they  were  impressed  in  every 
quarter  of  the  world.  This  same  letter  seems  to 
have  displeased  the  gentlemen  more  than  impress- 
ment or  plundering  on  the  ocean,  or  robbery,  mur- 
der, and  rape  at  Hampton.  I  have  now  done  with 
this  letter,  and  having  at  a  former  session  stated 
my  opinion  about  foreign  influence,  I  will  not 
now  repeat  it. 

If,  sir,  there  be  any  monarchy-men  io  the  na- 
tion, and  I  hope  there  are  not,  (we  however  know 
there  were  some  in  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
and  I  hope  they  have  been  convinced  of  their  er- 
ror and  changed  their  political  opinions,)  do  you 
not  think  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  bear  ar* 
guments  which  we  have  heard  about  disunion 
and  a  separation  of  the  States;  would  thev  not 
calculate  that  disunion  and  separation  would  pro- 
dace  disorder  and  confusion,  and  that  these  might 
provoke  the  neople  to  think  of  a  King,  and  the 
restoration  of  Charles  II.  ?  I  cannot  bear  to  think 
of  such  a  state  of  things — I  will  quit  the  subject. 

We  have  heard  much  about  the  rights  of  a 
minoritjf.  I  ho^  that  I  understand  them,  and  I 
never  will  knowingly  violate  one  of  them.  I  was 
politically  brought  up  in  a  minority,  and  under 
the  moat  rigid  and  severe  majority  that  I  have 
ever  seen,  and  I  never  will  imitate  the  example 
of  those  who  abridged  my  rights  when  in  the 
minority,  by  abridging  the  ri^ts  of  any  minor- 
ity. It  is  not,  however,  the  right  of  any  minor- 
ity to  violate  the  laws,  nor  have  the  majority 
any  claim  on  the  minority  except  that  they  obey 
the  laws.  If  laws  should  be  passed  which  are 
unconstitutional  or  inexpedient,  there  are  but  two 
ways  pointed  out  io  the  Constitution  to  get  clear 
of  them,  which  are,  the  people  at  the  elections 
express  their  opinion,  and  their  representatives 
carry  that  opinion  into  effect,  and  the  courts 
ef  law  can  decide  on  the  Constitutionality  of 
a  law  when  properly  brought  before  them.  If 
.  it  were  true,  and  I  am  sure  it  is  not,  that  the 
Legislature  and  the  Executive  had  done  all  the 
wrongs  which  have  been  charged  to  them,  it 
would  not,  according  to  the  Constitution,  justify 
any  attempt  to  change  the  law,  only  as  before 
stated.  The  President  may  be  impeached,  but 
that  has  nothing  to  do  with  a  violation  of  the 
law  by  any  other  person. 

Admit  that  the  Administration  has  managed 
our  own  affairs  as  bad  as  has  been  stated,  (which 
is  not  admitted,)  can  that  give  Great  Britain  any 
right  or  cause  to  impress  our  citizens  or  to  plun- 
der our  property  ?  We  might  complain,  and  if 
we  thought  proper  change  our  rulers;  but  it  is 
nothing  to  her  how  our  affairs  are  managed,  nor 
can  improper  conduct  of  any  Administration,  so 


far  as  it  concerns  ourselves,  give  cause  to  any 
foreign  Power  to  violate  the  laws  of  nations 
against  us.  I,  however,  hope  that  the  Adminis- 
tration is  able  to  maintain  and  defend  our  rights, 
provided  we  furnish  the  ways  and  means,  but 
without  these  it  cannot  be  done,  and  without 
them  the  eentlemen  need  not  dreaa  offensive  war 
either  on  land  or  water,  thoueh  they  do  not  seem 
to  have  any  objection  to  the  Tatter,  nor  can  their 
favorite  system  of  defensive  war  be  carried  on, 
and  we  must  of  necessity  return  to  the  old  plan 
of  begging  and  soliciting,  not  now  as  heretofore 
for  justice,  but  for  mercy  ;  and  we  have  already 
tried  for  justice  twenty  years,  and  until  neither 
Great  Britain  nor  France  would  scarcely  answer 
our  applications.  We  have  by  persevering  expe- 
rience demonstrated  to  the  world^  if  it  never  was 
before  demonstrated,  that  a  begging  nation  can- 
not maintain  her  rights  nor  prevent  injustice  by 
beting ;  we  have  also  demonstrated  that  if  Great 
Britain  and  France  agreed  on  nothing  else,  they 
agreed  to  do  us  all  the  injury  they  could.  We 
must  depend  either  on  American  valor  or  British 
magnanimity  for  the  maintenance  and  support 
of  our  national  rights,  and  I  am  for  depending 
on  American  valor.  Louis  XIV  of  France  and 
the  United  Provinces  have  both  tried  begging, 
and  both  begged  of  Great  Britain,  and  succeeded 
no  better  than  we  have  done,  anu  not  Ions  since 
several  Powers  in  Europe  tried  it  with  France, 
but  without  success. 

We  have  been  reminded  of  the  enormous  debt 
of  England,  and  at  the  same  time  of  her  great 
wealth  and  resources.  In  her  career  of  debt  I 
wish  not  to  follow  her,  nor  in  the  cause  which 
produced  a  great  part  of  it,  which  was  the  taking 
part  in  almost  eVery  war  which  has  happened  in 
modern  Europe,  bv  raising  about  one-hail  to  fight 
the  other  on  land,  that  she  might  become  mis- 
tress of  the  ocean. 

The  manaffemeut  of  the  war  has  been  brought 
before  us :  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  the  military  operations  in  the  neigh- 
horhooa  of  Lake  Ontario  have  not  been  well 
managed,  but  on  the  lake,  Commodore  Chaun- 
cey  did  as  much  as  could  have  been  expected 
from  any  man ;  and  it  is  due  to  his  antagonist, 
though  an  enemy,  to  say  that  he  was  qualified  to 
command  against  Chauncey.  But  in  a  country 
like  ours,  where  we  keep  in  time  of  peace  but  a 
small  standing  army,  great  success  against  train- 
ed troops  ought  not  to  be  expected  at  the  first 
breaking  out  of  the  war ;  and  whenever  peace 
shall  be  established,  I  hope  to  see  the  Army  re- 
duced to  the  old  Peace  Establishment.  When 
we  speak  of  the  attempt  to  invade  Canada,  we 
ought  to  recollect  the  Indian  war  carried  on  un- 
der the  Administration  of  General  Washington, 
who  certainly  knew  the  merits  of  every  Revolu- 
tionary officer  better  that  any  man  in  the  nation, 
and  who  was  a  complete  judge  of  military  men 
and  affairs ;  yet  the  nrst  two  commanders  which 
he  selected  were  both  defeated ;  and  when  the 
third  defeated  the  Indians,  they  took  shelter  un- 
der a  British  fort  and  garrison,  which  fort  had 
been  recently  built  within  the  limiu  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States,  and  thas  sared  themaelTCs  from  the 
parsuit  of  the  ▼ictorioos  troops. 

We  have  been  told,  again  and  again,  that  the 
loan  will  not  be  obtained.    It  is  probable  that  no 
man  in  the  House  knows  that  it  certainly  will; 
but,  having  heard  the  same  said  last  year,  and  the 
loan  for  that  year  having  been  made  without  any 
difficulty,  and  on  quite  as  good  terms  as  the 
^flOOfiOO  loan  made  under  a  Federal  Adminis- 
tration, I  hope  that  it  will,  and  that  the  gentle- 
men, at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  will  find 
themselves  a  second  time  mistaken  about  the  loan. 
I  feel  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  as  my  opinion, 
that  if  it  be  not  obtained,  and  the  reports  which 
we  have  heard  be  true,  that  the  people  of  Boston 
will  not  lend,  that  the  cause  of  the  niilure  may  be 
traced  to  the  enemy,  (the  gentlemen  from  that 
part  of  the  country  will  pardon  the  expression.) 
Nearly  all  the  money  in  the  nation,  it  is  reported — 
and  it  has  abo  been  said,  I  believe,  in  the  House — 
is  travelling  to  Boston  for  goods.    What  pro- 
duced this  1   The  blockading  proclamation,  which 
includes  all  the  country  from  New  York  to  the 
South.    If,  therefore,  the  people  of  Boston  will 
not  lend,  and  the  enemy,  bj  his  proclamation, 
causes  the  money  of  the  nation  to  travel  to  Bos- 
ton for  goods,  does  it  not  follow  that  the  cause  of 
the  failure  may  be  traced  to  him  ?    If  this  shall 
be  the  state  of  things,  it  unquestionably  follows 
that  the  enemy,  bv  his  proclamation,  regulates 
the  loan.    But  if,  rrom  any  cause  whatever,  the 
loan  cannot  be  obtained,  and  the  people  cannot  or 
will  not  pay  taxes,  there  is  but  one  poor  consola- 
tion left  to  those  who  believe  that  the  war  could 
not  have  been  avoided  without  surrendering  all 
pretension  to  independence,  by  acknowledging 
that  the  national  rights  could  not  be  supported, 
and  who  now  believe  that  every  effort  ought  to 
be  made  rather  than  submit  to  impressment — that 
is  paper  money ;  and  no  man  is  more  opposed  to 
paper  money  than  I  am ;  and  this,  I  believe,  is 
Known  to  every  person  with  whom  I  am  well 
acquainted.    Every  exertion  ought  to  be  made  to 
do  without  it ;  and,  before  it  be  made,  the  ques- 
tion ought  to  be  that  of  surrender  at  discretion ; 
and  before  the  nation  should  surrender  her  rights 
to  British  discretion.  I  would  consent  to  paper 
money — necessity  alone  may  justify — necessity 
compelled  the  old  Congress  to  use  it,  and  it  justi- 
fied them,  too.    With  all  its  evils  and  deprecia- 
tion, it  was  necessary  to  them  to  establish  the 
liberty  and  independence  of  the  nation,  and  the 
same  necessity  would  justify  us  to  use  it  to  main- 
tain them.    France  was  compelled  to  use  it  at 
the  commencement  of  her  late  troubles,  and  by 
the  use  of  it  she  vanquished  the  combined  Pow- 
ers; and  Great  Britain,  in  her  turn,  is  now  beat- 
ing France  with  it;  for  her  bank  paper  is  nothing 
more  than  paper  money  at  present ;  so  that  Great 
Britain,  in  the  plenitude  of  her  power  and  wealth, 
has  been  compelled  to  yield  to  necessity,  and  to 
have  paper  money,  by  which  she  is  likely  to 
humble  her  great  rival.    I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood,  that  I  am  not  the  friend  pf  paper 
money  of  any  kind ;  indeed,  I  have  stated  the  only 
condition  on  which  it  ought  to  be  thought  of. 


Again,  if  money  cannot  be  had  to  cany  oa  the 
war,  of  what  real  advantage  have  the  briilisBt 
victories  of  the  Navy  been  to  the  nation ;  or  will 
any  good  effect  be  produced  by  them?  They 
will  neither  be  the  means  of  getting  peace,  nor 
securing  us  a^inst  future  injuries ;  it  is  only  by 
firmly  maintaining  our  rights  that  such  a  peace 
as  we  ought  to  have  can  be  acquired,  and  only 
such  conduct  will  secure  us  against  fatore  inja- 
ries.    Will  any  of  the  men  to  whom  the  thanb 


of  Congress  have  been  voted  for  their  good 
duct,  value  the  vote,  when  the  same  Congrese 
refuse  to  supply  the  money  necessary  to  carry 
on  a  war  which  was  forced  on  the  nation,  and 
which  they,  by  their  gallant  actions,  believe  to 
be  just? 
My  coUeagne  (Mr.  Pbarsoh)  said  that  a  shock 

fiven  to  a  tank  or  banks,  (if  I  misstate  him  I 
ope  that  he  will  correct  me ;  I  have  no  desire 
eitner  to  misstate  what  was  said  by  him  or  any 
one  else,)  I  did  not  distinctly  hear  which,  might 
endanger  the  public  credit.  The  credit  of  the 
country  is  not  bottomed  on  banks,  bat  <m  the 
honesty  and  industry  of  the  people,  and  a  belief 
!  that  no  Administration  dare  to  violate  a  pablic 
engagement,  when  the  public  faith  has  been  con- 
Btitntionally  pledged.  I  do  not  believe  that  either 
my  colleague  or  myself  are  prophets,  or  that  we 
can  see  further  into  futurity  than  otiier  people ; 
and  I  am  a  little  apt  to  donbt  the  predictions  of 
any  man  or  men  who  have  made  them  before 
without  their  coming  to  pass;  and  it  must  be 
recollected,  that  when  the  charter  of  the  United 
States  Bank  was  about  to  expire,  that  we  were 
told  that  if  the  charter  was  not  renewed,  the  pab- 
lic credit  would  be  destroyed,  and  the  nation 
probably  convulsed.  The  charter  did  expire,  and 
the  Bank  went  out  of  existence  like  the  annff  of 
a  candle,  scarcely  perceived  by  any  one. 

[Mr.  Pearson  explained,  and  stated  that  he 
had  said,  that  if  one  of  the  banks  should  have 
subscribed  to  the  loan  to  a  considerable  amount, 
and  anything  should  occur  to  prevent  it  makifij^ 
the  payment  it  was  thereby  pledged  to  make^  it 
would  to  tbat  amount  affect  the  finances  of  the 
Government.] 

Mr.  Macon  said,  that  it  might,  in  such  a  case, 
affect  the  revenoe  was  probable ;  but  even  that 
could  not  affect  the  credit  of  the  nation,  becavse 
the  fact  would  show  that  the  Imnk  and  not  the 
nation  had  failed.  The  failnre  of  a  bank  in  which 
the  nation  had  no  concern,  and  the  credit  of  die 
nation,  are  two  distinct  things,  and  not  at  all  con- 
nected. He  would  acknowwoge  that  he  Mt  al* 
most  ashamed  at  having  said  a  word  on  the  sub- 
ject, after  the  House  had  heard  the  able  speech 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
LowNOEs.)  The  recollection  of  it  would  slop 
him. 

The  same  gentleman  said,  that  no  man  believes 
tbat  we  can  prevent  Great  Britain  impressfng 
her  own  subjects.  I,  in  my  turn,  say,  timt  I  do 
not  believe  that  there  is  a  man  in  the  conntry 
that  will  ever  attempt  it.  We  have  nothing  to 
do,  nor  never  had,  with  her  impressing  her  own 
subjects ;  it  is  her  impressing  American  saUon. 
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wbo  oxighi  to  be  as  firee  from  it  ms  we  are,  of 
which  we  have  complaiaedj  and  for  which  the 
war  is  now  carried  on.  She  may  do  what  she 
^deases  with  her  own  sabjeets,  and  it  will  never 
trouble  me,  though  i  shoald  be  sorry  if  she  was 
to  hang  them,  becaase  we  will  not  consent  that 
she  shall  impress  oars;  all  we  ask  of  her  is  to  let 
ours  alone.  Old  as  I  am.  I  would  rather  serve 
seven  years  as  a  private  soldier  in  the  Army,  than 
be  impressed  bv  a  British  officer,  and  forced  on 
board  one  of  ner  public  ship,  and  there  com- 
pelled to  serve  one  month.  No  man,  it  seems  to 
me,  can  bring  the  question  of  impressment  home 
to  himself  or  his  son,  and  then  consent  to  permit 
it  one  minute.  If  a  son  be  taken  by  the  Indians, 
do  not  the  father  and  neighbors  pursue  the  In- 
dians to  retake  htm  ?  And  being  taken  by  the 
Indians  is  not  worse  than  impressment. 

I  also  understood  the  same  gentleman  to  say, 
that  the  British  Government  offered  some  time 
ago  to  make  an  arrangement  on  the  subject  of 

Srotections.    This  offer  was  like  everyr  other  ooe 
om  that  Qovernment— it  was  like  a  jog  handle, 
as  we  Bay  in  the  country,  all  on  one  side,  there 
waa  no  reciprocity  or  equality  in  it — none  but 
Americans  were  in  the  offer  to  carry  protections, 
and  the  Americans  had  long  before  oy  sad  experi- 
ence found  out  that  they  were  of  no  value,  be- 
caase the  British  officers  would  not  respect  them. 
If  that  Qovernment  was  really  desirous  to  have 
the  impressment  of  American  citizens  put  an  end 
to,  it  is  only  necessary  for  it  to  issue  one  order 
forbidding  it,  and  it  will  be  ended.    The  infer- 
ence drawn  from  the  fact  by  my  colleague,  is  not. 
in  my  opinion,  supported  by  it ;  and  every  official 
paper  from  the  Administration  to  the  British 
Government,  shows  an  anxious  desire  to  have 
avoided  war.    It  is  certainly  true,  as  he  stated, 
that  in  the  arrangement  made  with  Erskine  there 
was  no  provision  for  protecting  our  sailors  from 
impressment ;  but  this,  instead  of  proving  a  desire 
in  the  Executive  to  go  to  war  with  Great  Britain, 
proves,  it  seems  to  me,  exactly  the  contrary  ;  it 
proves  so  strong  a  desire  in  the  Executive  tocon- 
tinne  at  peace,  that  for  it  the  rights,  or  rather  the 
liberty,  of  a  part  of  the  American  people,  was  to 
be  left  to  the  will  of  every  British  officer  who  had 
authority  to  impress.    Bur,  although  no  provision 
was  made  for  protecting  our  sailors  against  im- 
nressment.  the  British  Government  refused  to  rat- 
ify it.    The  offer  made  to  Admiral  Warren  to 
treat  on  equal  terms ;  the  offer  made  by  Mr.  Rus- 
sell to  the  British  Government ;  the  ready  ac- 
ceptance of  the  mediation  of  Russia,  and  the 
ready  acceptaoce  of  the  offer  to  treat  at  Gotten- 
burg,  after  Great  Britain  had  refused  both  the 
other  offers,  and  the  mediation  of  Russia,  all  prove 
the  most  sincere  desire  the  Executive  had  to  avoid 
the  war,  if  it  could  have  been  done,  and  to  restore 
peace  since  the  war  was  declared.    In  making 
arrangements,  Mr.  Speaker,  on  the  subject  of  im- 
pressment, I  should  like  the  Administration  to 
adopt  the  saying  of  a  good  lady  to  her  husband, 
in  the  State  from  which  you  come,  which  was 
this-^'^  if  we  are  qualttv,  let  us  be  quality.''    And 
so,  if  we  are  a  natioui  let  us  be  a  nation-— and  let 


the  world  know  that  Americans  are  not  to  be 
impressed. 

My  colleague,  like  many  other  gentlemen  who 
oppose  the  bill,  complains  that  the  country  is  not 
defended,  and  charges  the  Administration  with 
not  defending  it.  If  by  defending  the  country  is 
intended  to  convey  the  idea,  that  the  whole  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States,  North  and  South,  Bast 
and  West,  be  so  defended  that  no  enemy  could  put 
his  foot  within  our  limits,  I  agree  with  him  that 
it  has  not  been  so  defended,  and  I  fear  never  will ; 
nay,  that  it  is  impossible.  *  Except  the  military 
operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Ontario,  as 
much  was  done  last  Fall  as  could  reasonably  have 
been  expected.  But  how  can  the  Executive  have 
men  at  every  place  where  a  vessel  may  come  on 
our  extensive  seacoast.  or  where  an  Indian  may 
approach  the  frontier,  unless  the  men  be  furnished 
him  by  the  Legislature?  and  I  doubt  whether  a 
million  would  be  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  so 
defend  the  country  that  no  enemy  should  pot  bis 
foot  in  it.  While  the  war  continues  we  may  ex- 
pect that  small  parties  will  land  in  different  parts 
of  the  nation,  more  with  a  view  to  plunder  than 
anything  else;  and  if  there  should  not  be  anv 
troops  at  the  place,  the  people  of  the  country  will 
turn  out  to  defend  their  wives,  their  children,  and 
their  property.  When  invaded,  thef  will  not,  they 
cannot,  and  they  ought  not,  to  wait  for  an  order 
either  from  the  Governor  of  the  State  or  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  defend  themselves. 
The  gentlemen  seem  to  speak  of  the  protection 
which  the  Executive  ought  to  afford,  as  if  the 
Executive  alone  had  the  authority  to  raise  both 
men  and  money,  or  as  if  the  Executive  was  some 
uncommon  being,  which  could  itself  see  and 
protect  every  part  of  the  nation.  One  day  we 
are  told  that  the  Executive  does  not  defend  the 
nation,  and  that  there  is  a  want  of  energy  in  it. 
The  real  cause  of  the  complaints  as  I  understand 
them  have  not  been  mentioned.  They  are  the 
British  orders  atad  the  French  edicts.  We,  how- 
ever, hear  nothing  of  them;  they  seem  to  be 
forgotten,  while  we  hear  it  daily  repeated  that 
the  coontry  is  not  defended.  It  the  country  is 
not  defended,  furnish  the  means  and  it  will  be 
done :  and  if  the  means  be  not  flirnished  we  must 
fold  our  arms  and  wait  with  patience,  until  Great 
Britain  will  in  her  tender  mercy  refrain  from  at- 
tacking us,  and  grant  us  such  a  peace  as  may  suit 
herself. 

My  colleague  said  that  he  would  not  give  his 
claim  on  Bonaparte,  and  he  did  not  appear  to 
value  that  very  high,  for  his  part  of  the  unsettled 
land  of  Canada,  if  it  should  oe  taken.  I  do  not 
know  any  rule  by  which  the  value  of  either  could 
be  ascertained,  therefore  cannot  say  which  would 
be  most  valuable,  or  whether  it  would  be  a  good 
or  bad  bargain  to  give  one  for  the  other.  I  will, 
however,  say  that  I  would  not  give  the  little 
claim  which  my  descendants  may  have  to  our 
Western  country  for  all  the  claims  on  Bonaparte. 
Although  the  Western  land  may  not  t>rodoce  the 
revenue  which  many  have  expected,  it  is  certainly 
of  great  advantage  to  the  nation  in  this  respect,  if 
in  no  other,  that  It  enables  every  man  who  wishes 
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it,  by  movipg,  to  become  a  landholder  on  mode- 
rate terms,  and  to  better  his  condition.  I  appeal 
to  all  who  have  gone  to  that  country  for  the  truth 
of  the  statement.  In  this  Congress  there  is  an 
extraordinary  collection  of  young  men  of  talents* 
The  Western  country,  like  every  other  part  of 
the  nation,  has  her  share  of  them.  Who  can  look 
at  them  and  not  be  proud  that  he  is  an  American  ? 
Youn^  in  years,  but  old  in  experience  $  an  honor 
to  their  parents,  an  ornament  to  their  country. 
A  friend  of  mine  was  here  last  Winter,  who  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  attending  to  the  proceedings 
of  Congress,  expressed  his  surprise  at  seeing  them, 
and  said  that  he  had  thought  from  reading  their 
speeches  they  were  much  older  than  he  found 
them  to  be.  It  is,  I  think,  in  some  measure,  owing 
to  our  happy  form  of  Qovernment,  that  we  have 
such  men.  '  It  is  calculated  to  stimulate  and  to 
make  great  characters,  particularly  great  orators. 
The  various  meetings  or  the  people,  the  State  Le- 
gislatures, and  this  House,  and  I  might  add  the 
courts  of  justice,  and  all  places  which  have  a  ten- 
dency to  promote  public  speaking.  Indeed  the 
fathers  of  the  country,  it  seems  to  me,  if  they  had 
nothing  else  in  view,  could  not  have  formed  a 
more  perfect  plan  to  encourage  the  rising  gene- 
ration to  be  great  and  to  be  virtuous;  in  this 
view  I  consider  the  Western  country  a  very  great 
benefit,  because  it  gives  more  room  for  young 
men  to  try  their  talents;  some  that  mav  not  suc- 
ceed from  an  accidental  cause  in  one  place,  may 
in  another.  ^Notwithstanding  this  and  all  the 
other  advantages  of  the  Constitution,  we  have 
heard  disunion  talked  of  in  this  House,  the  foun- 
dation of  which  was  laid  to  perpetdltte  the  Union, 
bv  the  greatest  man  of  the  age.  To  dissolve  the 
Union  and  destroy  the  Constitution,  would  be  to 
throw  from  us  as  great  a  blessing  as  kind  Provi- 
dence has  bestowed  on  any  people  in  modern 
times ;  it  would  be  to  acknowledge  that  we  could 
not  be  governed  by  reason,  and  that  party  feuds 
had  got  the  better  of  oar  best  judgment  and  de- 
stroyed our  greatest  happiness. 

We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  faction.  I 
agree  with  the  eentlemen  that  a  faction,  wicked 
and  corrupt  if  they  please,  may  be  either  a  ma- 
jority or  a  minoritv ;  and  add,  that  I  believe  there 
have  been  examples  of  both,  and  that  England, 
during  the  time  of  Cromwell,  had  a  factious  mi- 
nority by  whose  contrivance  or  by  his  manage- 
ment of  them,  he  got  the  command  of  the  army, 
and  by  the  army  the  command  of  the  kingdom. 
The  history  of  every  country  that  ever  was  free 
informs  os  that  faction  destroyed  the  liberty  of 
the  people,  and  we  have  heard  enough  of  the 
wickedness  of  faction  in  revolutionary  France, 
to  admonish  and  persuade  us  to  keep  as  clear  as 
we  can  of  iu  terrible  effects.  But  how  is  a  wick- 
ed and  corrupt  faction  to  be  known  ?  It  is  only 
by  their  doings;  from  their  acts  they  must  be 
judged,  and  by  this  role  all  parties  ought  to  be 
jndffed. 

My  colleague,  like  many  others,  advises  us  to 
repeal  the  act  laying  an  embargo,  and  told  us  if 
we  would  that  the  capital  of  the  people  would  be 
put  into  circulation,  and  that  it  would  be  the 


means  of  the  Government  getting  money.  He 
advises  us  by  what  means  we  may  set  money, 
though  he  will  not  vote  for  the  bill.  If  I  thoogbt 
his  advice  good  I  would  follow  it ;  but  of  that  I 
have  some  doubts.  That  the  capital  of  ihit  coua- 
try  may  be  put  into  more  active  operation  by  the 
repeal,  may  be  true ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that 
the  Government  would  get  money  more  readily ; 
that  must  depend  on  the  demand  for  money  here 
and  in  Europe.  If  the  demand  be  greater  there 
than  heie,  then  it  will  not  aid  the  Qovernment, 
because  money,  like  every  other  article  of  trade, 
will  be  sent  to  the  market  where  it  will  bring  the 
highest  price ;  of  course,  if  the  demand  be  greater 
in  a  foreign  market  than  at  bomc,  more  will  be 
exported  than  will  be  imported ;  but  the  embargo 
was  not  laid  to  enable  the  Government  to  get 
money,  but  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  getting  a 
supply  of  provisions;  and  if  it  be  repealed,  uie 
object  for  which  it  was  laid  will  be  abandoned* 
Repeal  it,  and  his  provisions  will  not  cost  him  half 
as  much  as  they  will  with  it  not  repealed.  Repeal 
it,  and  Halifax  will  become  the  receptacle  of  our 
provisions  by  means  of  neatrals  or  pretended  nen- 
tralsj  and  no  more  complaints  will  be  heard  in  the 
British  House  of  Commons  of  the  enormous  ex- 
pense of  the  armaments  on  the  American  station; 
but  to  lay  it  in  the  Winter  when  the  coast  conld 
not  easily  be  blockaded,  and  take  it  ofTon  the  ap- 
proach of  Spring  when  it  can,  would  be  to  act 
stranffely  indeed.  That  is,  put  it  on  when  our 
vessels  might  go  out  without  danger,  and  take  it 
off  when  they  cannot.  Borland  herself  could 
not  be  displeased  at  such  doings ;  indeed  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  it  would  exactly  suit  her.  Again, 
repeal  the  embargo,  and  let  Spain,  who  is  con- 
tending for  her  liberty,  fti  provisions.  I  do  not 
understand  that  Spain  is  contending  for  liberty, 
certainly  not  as  we  enioy  iL  but  for  the  King  that 
shall  govern  her;  and  so  far  as  belf-government 
may  be  concerned  I  wish  ber  success,  and  that 
she  may  have  the  King  she  prefers,  be  be  whom 
he  may;  but  the  liberty  of  the  subject  is  never 
cause  of  war  between  fongs ;  any  one  of  them 
may  oppress  his  subjects  as  much  as  he  pleases, 
and  no  brother  Kinff  will  quarrel  with  him  for 
that  alone,  and  as  I  dislike  Kings  as  much  as 
Joshua  did,  I  care  not  who  any  nation  may  have 
for  King.  I  wish  them,  however,  all  to  have  the 
person  they  prefer. 

My  colleague  also  said  that  Gkeat  Britain  could 
not  conquer  France.  With  the  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  France  we  have  nothing  to  do; 
they  have  both  treated  us  in  a  manner  not  to  com- 
mand our  respect.  I  hope,  however,  that  Great 
Britain  cannot  conquer  France  nor  France  Great 
Britain,  nor  any  other  nation ;  they  are  both  pow- 
erful enough  as  they  are,  and  both  willing  to  have 
more  power.    Great  Britain,  however,  has  had  a 

freater  probability  of  conquering  France,  than 
'ranee  ever  had  of  conquering  her.  The  war 
between  them  cannot  give  Great  Britain  any 
right  to  impress  American  citizens,  and  it  is  to 
prevent  their  impressment  that  the  war  is  now 
carried  on  by  the  United  States. 
My  colleague  also  said  there  was  no  opposition 
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mad«  bjr  the  Federal  psTty  for  several  years  afler 
Mr.  JeffersoQ  dime  into  office.  Id  this  he  is  mis- 
taken ;  for  I  w«ll  recollect  the  repeal  of  the  in- 
temal  taxes  was  as  mnch  opposed  then  asthis 
hiU  now  is;  there  was  at  that  time  no  necessity 
for  the  taxes,  and  on  that  ffroond  they  were  re- 
pealed. The  repeal  was  then  called  oppression 
by  the  Opposition,  and  they  also  told  ns  that  it 
would  destroy  the  public  credit.  In  this,  as  well 
as  all  the  other  predictions  made  by  them  at  the 
time,  they  we#e  mistaken.  When  the  repeal  of 
the  taxes  was  called  oppression,  the  then  eloquent 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
retried,  it  was  an  oppression  of  a  new  kind,  and 
tme  that  the  people  would  not  complain  of;  and 
they  were  then  assured  that  taxes  would  be  laid 
whenerer  it  should  be  necessary,  and  when  they 
were  neceasary  they  were  laid.  So  that  the  same 
partjf  opposed  the  repeal  of  the  taxes  when  they 
were  not  necessary,  and  the  money  which  they 
wovld  brin^  was  not  wanted  in  the  Treasury,  and 
opposed  the  laying  of  them  when  they  were  ne- 
cessary and  the  money  wanted  in  the  Treasury. 
A|^in,  during  the  same  period  there  was  a  debate 
which  continued  as  long  as  this  has  done,  and 
waa  quite  as  violent ;  it  was  oa  the  repeal  of  the 
act  ^nerallv  known  by  the  name  of  the  midnight 
Judiciary  Act ;  the  act  by  which  some  of  the 
then  Federal  members  of  Congress  eontrired  to 
get  the  appointment  of  district  jodge,  that  was  to 
provide  for  themselves  while  they  had  the  power. 
It  was  on  this  repeal  that  the  people  were  called 
their  own  worst  enemies  by  Federal  members  of 
Congress. 

I  am  sincerely  sorry  that  my  colleague  has 
thought  it  necessary  in  this  debate  to  state  what 
was  done  at  any  election  in  the  State,  or  what 
was  the  Democratic  doctrine  in  that  part  of  it 
where  he  lived.  I  shall  leave  the  ticket  and  il- 
lumination with  him  and  our  colleague,  (Mr. 
Tamcet,)  with  a  single  observation,  that  the 
doctrine  stated  to  be  Democratic  was  formerly 
published  as  Federal  by  high  authority ;  and  that 
intolerance,  according  to  my  understanding,  is 
not  a  Detnocratic  principle ;  and  the  first  time  I 
ever  heard  party  intolerance  mentioned  and  sop^ 
ported  in  Couf  ress,  was  by  a  distinguished  Fed- 
eralist, who  said,  in  his  place,  that  the  Federal 
Administration  ought  to  turn  every  man  out  of 
office  who  did  not  agree  with  it  in  politics;  and 
the  advice  was  pretty  well  followed.  The  best 
and  moat  tolerant  among  us  is  of^en,  no  doubt, 
wrong ;  perfection  is  not  the  lot  of  man  ;  but  in- 
tderance,  whether  in  religion  or  in  politics,  can- 
not always  be  right ;  argument  and  reason  cannot 
be  used  to  benefit  one  who  is  reailv  intolerant. 
But,  sir,  truth  has  nothing  to  fear  rrom  intoler- 
ance, as  we  have  seen ;  only  let  the  liberty  of 
speech  and  the  freedom  of  the  press  be  as  i\  now 
is,  and  truth  will  triumph.  I  dislike  all  intoler- 
ance, no  matter  from  whom  or  what  party  it  may 
come;  it  is  an  attempt  to  tyrannize  over  the 
mind.  I  had  hoped  that  the  State  which  we  in 
part  represent  had  been  free  from  it,  or  at  least 
from  the  violence  of  it.  I  cannot  forbear  here  to 
remark— and  I  take  not  only  pleasure,  but  pride 
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also  in  doing  it — that  in  that  State  no  person  has 
been  turned  out  of  office  on  account  of  his  polit- 
ical principles  by  the  Repablican  Administration. 
Party  itself  is  not  so  very  injurious  in  a  free  coun- 
try ;  it  is,  probably,  rather  an  advantage ;  but  the 
▼iodietiveness  and  intolerance  of  it  is  a  most  se- 
rioas  evil,  and  whenever  it  assumes  the  vindictive 
and  intolerant  character,  it  is  a  certain  mark  that 
the  worst  men  of  the  party  are  in  the  lead. 

I  come  now  to  remark  on  the  observations  made 
by  my  colleague  (Mr.  Qaston.)  He  said  that 
he  wanted  practical  security  for  our  sailors ;  and 
that  impressment  was  a  grievance  too  intolerable 
to  be  borne.  This  exactly  is  what  we  say,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  must  forever  settle  the  ques- 
tion about  the  justice  and  propriety  of  the  war. 
No  comment  on  these  words  could  make  their 
meaning  more  plain  or  impressive ;  and  the  GoV'- 
ernment  has  surely  made  every  effort  before  war 
was  declared  which  could  be  thought  of,  to  obtain 
practical  security  for  our  sailors  against  British 
impressment,  without  obtaining  it ;  and  this  griev- 
ance, too  intolerable  to  be  borne,  must  be  borne,  or 
opposed  by  force.  I  once  thought,  and  so  expressed 
myself  on  this  floor,  that  it  might  be  obtained  by  an 
appeal  to  her  interest.  But  this  appeal  has  been 
made,  without  producing  the  least  effect — indeed, 
while  we  suffer  impressment,  no  arrangement  by 
which  practical  security  for  our  sailors  would  be 
obtained  would  suit  her  as  well  as  the  convenient 
practice  of  impressing  them,  because  by  itshekeept 
iier  ships  well  manned  wherever  they  may  be.  I 
should  have  been  highly  gratified  if  my  colleague, 
.who  is  very  capable  of  forming  plans,  had  told 
us  whether  he  had  formed  one  by  which  practi* 
cal  security  for  our  sailors  could  be  obtained. 
His  telling  of  bis  desire,  without  giving  a  plan 
by  which  it  was  to  be  carried  into  execution,  was 
leaving  us  exactly  where  he  found  us — in  fact, 
he  did  not  even  suggest  a  remedy  for  a  jrrievance 
which  he  declared  too  intolerable  to  oe  borne. 
Rvery  expedient,  it  seems  to  me,  which  the  wit  of 
man  could  devise,  has  been  tried,  and  tried  in  vain. 
I  verily  believe,  state  the  question  of  impressment 
fairly  to  every  man  in  the  State  which  we  are 
from,  and  that  every  one  of  them  will  agree  with 
my  coUeagae,  that  impressment  is  a  grievance 
too  intolerable  to  be  borne.  Notwithstanding  he 
has  told  us  five  men  of  the  name  of  one  of  bis 
constituents  had  been  killed,  and  they  all  had  pro* 
tections,  this  fact  did  not,  however,  convince  him 
that  impressment  was  not  a  grievance — nor  would 
it  convince  any  other  man ;  admit  all  the  five 
men  were  British  subjects,  and  that  protections 
have  been  bought  and  sold,  as  I  believe  they  have, 
and  it  only  proves  that  British  sailors  are  not 
willing  to  be  impressed  to  fight  the  battles  of  their 
own  country ;  and,  gracious  Qod !  can  anything 
like  this  give  Great  Britain  a  right  to  impress 
American  citizens?  And  why,  sir,  should  our 
sailors  carry  a  pass,  when  the  sailors  of  no  other 
nation  carry  oiie  T  What  would  be  thought  were 
we  to  ask  Great  Britain  to  give  her  sailors  a 
pass?  and  we  have  the  same  right  to  ask  it  of  her 
as  she  has  of  us.  Whether  she  has  impressed  only 
one  hundred  and  fifty-six  ^as  has  been  stated  by 
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the  ffentleman  from  Masnebosetts  (Mr.  Pickbr- 
ING  J  or  one  thoasand  six  bandred  as  stated  by 
Lord  Castlereagb,  or  more  tbao  six  thousand  as 
reported  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  or  more  than 
that  numbier  as  Commodore  Rodgers  supposes  in 
a  letter  written  after  h$  had  examined  some  Brit- 
ish documents  which  he  had  taken — and  permit 
me  here  to  observe  that  the  British  Minister 
ooght  not  to  be  saspected  of  having  stated  the 
number  too  large — the  question  as  to  these  im- 

Eressed  men,  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  this ; 
ave  they  a  right  to  the  protection  of  their  coun- 
try, and  the  country  to  which  they  owe  allegi- 
ance? If  allegiance  and  protection  ought  to  he 
reciprocal,  the  war  question  ought  to  be  forever 
settled.  For  what  purpose  do  men  enter  into 
society  and  form  governments  ?  Is  it  not  that 
each  shall  be  protected  in  his  person  and  his  pro- 
perty by  the  force  of  the  whole  ?  If  this  be  the 
fact,  are  we  not  bound  to  try  to  protect  those  who 
have  been  impressed  ?  and  if  we  are  not  bound 
to  protect  them,  would  we  be  bound  if  the  num- 
ber was  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  thousand  ?  Re- 
member that  England  was  once  so  averse  to  pro- 
tecting herself,  that,  after  suffering  much  irom 
those  who  pillaged  and  plundered  her,  she  at  hat 
hired  others  to  defend  her,  and  that  they  in  their 
turn  become  her  oppressors.  War  is  certainl]r  a 
great  national  calamity ;  but  that  nation  which 
will  not  defend  itself,  will,  like  the  country  just 
mentioned,  find  a  greater  calamity  than  war. 

My  same  colleague  also  said  that  proper  ef- 
forts should  be  made  to  settle  the  question  by 
Creatv,  and,  that  if  Great  Britain  afterwards  per-, 
sisted  in  impressing  American  sailors,  that  he 
would  support  the  war  to  the  last.  This,  like  the 
aentence  just  noticed,  is  very  elegant,  and,  like 
ihat,  cannot  produce  any  beneficial  result,  because 
he  never  told  us  what  he  would  consider  a  proper 
effort,  and  after  the  repeated  efforts  which  have 
been  made,  it  would  be  impossible  to  guess  what 
«ort  of  a  one  would  be  satisfactory  to  him.  It  is 
true  that  he  advises  to  suspend  the  invasion  of 
Canada  until  the  negotiation  is  ended.  Whether 
an  attempt  will  be  made  to  invade  it  before  the 
oegotiation  be  ended,  I  do  not  know;  but  I  am  sure 
of  this,  if  we  are  prepared  to  do  it,  it  ouffht  to  be 
done,  unless  both  parties  agree  not  to  molest  each 
other  pending  the  negotiation.  He  also  said  that 
if  we  mvaded  Canada  we  should  attack  men  with 
whom  we  associated  as  friends.  This  may  he  the 
case,  but  is  it  not  the  case  in  every  war  where 
nations  border  on  each  other  ?  But,  worse  than 
this,  brother  was  to  put  the  bayonet  into  the 
breast  of  brother,  and  those  rocked  in  the  same 
cradle  were  to  kill  one  another.  This,  I  imagine, 
cannot  be  the  case  until  the  right  of  expatriation 
be  admitted,  and  it  has  been  denied  by  those  who 
oppose  the  bill,  because  the  refugees  who  went  to 
that  country  would  now  be  too  old  to  perform 
military  service,  if  living,  and  they  are  the  only 
subjects  in  that  country  who  can  have  much  kin 
in  the  United  States  without  expatriation.  But, 
if  this  argument  about  kin  has  any  force,  does 
it  not  apply  as  strongly  to  one  side  as  the  other? 
And  what  evidence  nave  we  the  enemy  will  re- 


spect it  7  And  if  it  applies  on  land,  does  it  not 
apply  on  water  ?  And  if  it  applies  to  invasion, 
does  it  not  apply  to  impressment?  Bnt  these 
Canadians  are  surely  a  most  uncommon  people. 
At  one  time  they  are  our  brothers,  friends,  and 
associates ;  at  another,  they  are  French  Refugees 
and  Old  Tories.  Their  country,  too,  must  be 
something  like  themselves.  At  one  time,  it  is  so 
valuable  that  Great  Britain  will  never  part  with 
it,  and  at  another,  it  is  so  poor  that  it  would  be 
a  curse  to  the  United  States ;  at  one  time  the 
whole  nation  cannot  take  it ;  at  another,  a  sin^^le 
State,  and  that  not  a  large  one,  can  take  it  with 
ease.  The  war,  too^  is  to  be  as  uncommon  as  the 
people  or  country ;  it  is  to  partake  of  the  charac- 
ter of  a  civil  war,  to  engender  a  spirit  of  ferocity 
which  will  destroy  everything  before  it,  and  to 
produce  an  internal,  servile  war.  The  chameier 
of  the  war  will  depend  on  the  enemy,  het  Hamp- 
ton and  Raisin  witness  the  kind  he  prefers.  There 
is  but  one  act  on  our  side,  that  I  have  heard  af^ 
which  I  wish  had  not  been  committed.  I  meam 
the  burning  of  Newark.  Though,  in  strictnesa, 
it  might  be  justified  by  the  conduct  of  the  enemy 
in  the  Chesapeake,  yeC  I  would  rather  we  had 
magnanimously  have  left  it  as  we  to(^  it.  As  to 
the  servile  war,  I  have  no  dread  of  it.  The  few 
slaves  which  I  have  I  should  not  be  afraid  to  trost 
in  any  situation,  and  I  believe  my  neighbors  fe^ 
as  easy  on  this  sobiect  as  I  do;  and  the  old  slares 
well  remember  what  became  of  those  taken  da- 
ring the  Revolutionary  war. 

He  also  said  that  a  certain  description  of  peo- 
ple from  Europe  had  got  possession  of  the  print- 
ing presses.  It  is  certainly  true  that  newspapers 
on  faNDth  sides  have  been  edited  by  Europeans,  and 
they  may,  for  anything  1  know,  wish  to  make 
their  feeling  the  feeling  of  the  nation.  He  might, 
also,  have  added  that  there  were  other  people  be- 
sides the  printers  from  Europe,  who  were  willing 
to  make  their  feeling  the  feeling  of  the  nation. 
But  all  the  fuss  about  the  influence  of  Europeans 
in  the  nation  is,  in  my  opinion,  without  founda- 
tion. Collect  them  all  together,  and  they  will 
have  no  more  chance  to  influence  the  nation  than 
I  have  to  fly ;  and  as  to  the  press,  it  has  been  so 
abused  of  late  that > bnt  few  newspapers  have  any 
character,  and  their  influence  on  public  opinion  is 
little  indeed. 

I  intended,  sir,  to  have  made  more  remarks  oa 
the  observations  of  my  colleague,  and  on  those  of 
several  other  gentlemen;  but  I  am  admonished 
by  a  monitor  who  will  be  obeyed,  that  I  muut 
stop ;  and  I  feel  the  less  regret  at  stopping,  be- 
cause if  what  the  enemy  did  at  Hampton  since 
the  war,  and  the  practice  of  impressment  for 
twenty  years  before,  will  not  unite  the  nation  ia 
defending  their  just  rights  nothing  that  I  could 
say  Would.  If  impressment,  plunder,  robbery, 
murder,  and  rape  will  not  unite  the  people,  woras 
will  noi. 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  will  endeavor,  in  a  few- 
words  to  compare  our  situation  with  tiiat  of  Rus- 
sia when  invaded  by  France.    Unable  at  first  to 
resist,  or  to  drive  the  invader  out  of  her  territory, 
she  burnt  towns  and  cities  to  prevent  the  invader 
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from  finding  shelter  against  the  weather,  and  to 
let  him  kooir  her  determioatioD  not  to  be  con* 
qttered.  Was  her  cause  more  jost  and  righteoas 
than  ours?  It  was  not.  France,  with  all  her 
ambition  and  desire  for  conquest,  had  not  im- 
pressed a  single  Russian  to  fight  her  battles ;  and 
shall  Rusifia  burn  towns  acKl  cities  to  keep  ihe 
crown  on  the  head  of  her  £mperor,  aad  free 
America  refuse  to  protect  her  citizen-sailors  from 
British  impressment?  She  who  woold  not  suf- 
fer  them  to  be  made  slaves  by  Algiers,  Tunis,  or 
Tripolii  can  never  permit  them  to  be  impressed, 
and  forced  into  bondage  worse  than  Egyptian,  by 
Qreat  Britain.  We  must  protect  them  or 'ac- 
knowledge that  they  are  no  party  to  the  Consti- 
tntion  of  the  United  Btates,  which  was  adopted 
to  establish  justice,  (and  is  justice  established  by 
impremment  ?)  to  secure  domestic  happiness, 
{and  is  domestic  happiness  secured  by  impress- 
ment?) to  provide  for  the  common  defence,  (and 
is  the  common  defence  provided  for  by  impress* 
ment?)  to  promote  the  general  welfare,  (and  is 
the  general  welfare  promoted  by  impressment  ?) 
and  to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
and  our  posterity,  (and  does  impressment  secure 
the  blessmffs  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  onr  pos- 
terity^?) Let  the  impressed  and  the  oppressed 
answer. 
When  Mr.  Macon  hsd  concluded—- 
Mr.  Waro,  of  Massachusetts,  obtained  the  floor 
and  moved  to  adjourn. — Lost  ayes  41. 

Mr.  Fisc,  of  New  York,  required  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Stanford,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

After  some  desultory  and  rather  disorderly  de- 
bate, in  which  Messrs.  Seybert  and  Farrow  op- 
posed Mr.  Stanford's  motion,  the  motion  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
The  House  determined  to  have  the  previous 
question  now  put—ayes  91. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  in  the  fol- 
lowing form,  viz:  *' Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  put  T'  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  for  the 
previous  question  93,  against  it  53,  as  follows: 

TxAS — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Calhonn,  Chappell,  Claik,  Comstock,  Con- 
ard«  Cnwtwd,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cnthbert,  Davis  of 
Fsnnsylvania,  BenoyeUes,  Desha,  Dnvall,  Earle,  Eppes, 
Bvan%  Farrow,  Fmdiey,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Ftsk  of 
New  York,  Fomsy,  Fonrth,   Franklin,  Goodwyn, 
Ckmidin,  Qiiffin,  Ornndy,  Hanis,  Hasbrondc,  Hawes, 
IngefsoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
iohnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kenhaw,  Kilbottm^  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefierts, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,McCoy,  MeKee,  McLean,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Mariree,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sey- 
bert, Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Vii^ 
ginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  WiUiams,  Wilson 
of  PennfyWsnia,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachnsetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brig- 
ham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Ciliey,  Cooper,  Cnlpeper, 


Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dewey,  Ely,  Oaston,  Oeddes, 
Gpldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hopkins  of  N.  York, 
Hangexibrd,  Kent  of  New  York,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett» 
Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Pear* 
son,  Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Ridgely,  Ruggles, 
Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York* 
Stanford,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Talhnadge,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massachnsetts,  Wheaton,  White,  WUcoz,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

The  said  main  question  was  then  taken,  to  wit: 
Shall  the  bill  pass  ?  and  passed  in  the  affirmative 
— yeas  97,  nays  55,  as  follows : 

YsAS — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Buv^ 
well,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark, 
ComstoelL  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Croucli, 
Cnthbert,  Davis  of  PenmiylTania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findler,  Fi^ 
of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Harris, 
Hasbronck,  Hawes,  Hungeribrd,  Ingersoll,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Viigi- 
nia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
bonm.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefforts,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Mnrfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Rob- 
ertson, Sage,  Seybert,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pensylva* 
nia,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troup»  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wil- 
liams,  Wilson  pf  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Bavlies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Viiginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbuiy,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Ciliey,  Calpeper,  Dav- 
enport, Davis  of  Mass.,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hopkins  of  New  York, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
Msssachnsetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Miller, 
Moffit,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles^  Shef- 
fey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stan- 
ford, Stnrges,  Taggart,  Talhnadge,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Msssachnsetts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Msssachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be  *'An  act  to  author- 
ize a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five 
millions  of  dollars." 


Frioat,  March  4. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
that  the  act  laying  an  embargo  may  be  repealed, 
or  so  modified  as  to  permit  them  to  eiport  their 
produce  to  the  Eastern  States.— Laid  on  the 
table. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  for 
the  relief  of  James  Crawford,"  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe, 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  shares  in  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company,  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petitions  presented  by  him  on 
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th«  29th  of  December,  from  sondry  mhabicaiits 
oi  North  Caroiiaa,  aad  they  were  referred  to  ttie 
•elect  committee  appointed  on  the  first  instant,  on 
petitions  from  other  Inhabitants  of  that  Btate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  whom  are  committed  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled 
'^An  act  allowing  a  bounty  to  the  owners,  offi- 
cers, and  crews,  of  the  private  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States ;''  and  the  bill  of  this  Honse, 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  to  be  bailt  or  purchased  the  vessels 
therein  described,  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  the  said  bills  were  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom 
is  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  au- 
thor ize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
to  be  built,  equipped,  and  employed,  one  or  more 
floating^  batteiies  A)r  the  defence  of  the  waters  of 
the  United  States.** 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  furnishing, 
by  transmission  of  the  mail,  Judges  of  the  Courts 
of  the  United  States  with  a  copy  of  the  laws, 
printed  at  the  end  of  each  session  of  Congress^ 
having  been  reported  with  an  amendment,  in- 
cluding also  the  Territorial  Judges,  was,  after  an 
ineffectual  attempt  to  recommit  the  resolution  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  is  referred  the 
bill  concerning  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  the 
Fire  Insurance  Company  in  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  District  of  (Jolumbia,  as  amended  in 
this  House,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  then  spent  some  time  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  pay- 
ment for  property  of  individuals  captured  or 
destroyed  while  in  the  public  service  by  the 
enemy. 

Some  desultory  diseussioti  toot  place  on  the 
details  of  the  bill,  in  which  Messrs.  Arobdb,  Db- 
aHA,  Ingham,  Nblsom,  and  Farrow,  took  part; 
and  as  there  appeared  to  be  considerable  difier- 
ence  of  opinion  in  relation  thereto,  in  order  to 
give  time  for  farther  considering  the  saine— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  North  Carolina,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progrssa,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations to  support  the  Military  Bstablish- 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1814,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  blanks 
therein  being  filled  with  the  following  sums: 
For  pay  of  army  and  militia  ...  ^605,860 
For  fi>rage  to  officers        ....       364,676 

For  subsistence 4,377,470 

For  camp  and  field  eqvipage  ...  460,000 
For  medical  and  hospital  department  S66,000 

For  bonnties  and  preminms     ...    2,646,000 

Fordothing 2,086,000 

For  Qnartermaster's  department  -  -  3,600,000 
For  ordnance  stores,  dtc         ...       700,000 

For  fortifications 600,000 

For  contingencies  .....  700,000 
For  Indian  department   ....       464,600  | 


Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppbs,  the  bill  to  support 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1814^ 
then  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  the  blanks  therein  were  filled  with  the  fol- 
lowing sums : 

For  pay  and  snbsislenoe  of  officers  and 
seaman  ......  $3,670,341  66 

For  provisions 1,439,002  62 

For  medicines,  Ac 120,000  66 

For  repairs  of  vessels  -        ...  1,600,60006 

For  oidnaaoe,  &c.      ....  300,000  06 

For  contingent  expenses     •        •        .  600,066  66 

For  navy  yard,  dkc      .        •        •        •  100,006  06 

For  pay,  &e.,  of  marine  esips     -  216,270  66 

For  clothing  fi»r  same  ....  71,768  16 

For  military  stores  ibr  same         •        .  27,608  76 

For  contingent  expenses  of  same         -  46,000  00 

The  bill  having  been  thus  amended,  was  at* 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

CLOSE  OF  THE  8E88I0K. 

Mr.  Maoon,  of  North  Carolina,  from  tke  joinl 
committee,  reported  as  follows: 

**  The  committee  appointedon  the  part  of  the  Hoasa, 
jointly,  with  the  comnuttse  appomled  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  to  ascertain  when  the  two  Hooeea  can  be 
adjourned  withoot  detriment  to  the  pttblie  aerncs,  have 
careftUly  examined  the  sUte  of  basineaa  beftie  both 
Houses,  and  report,  as  their  opinion,  that  they  maj 
be  adjoorned  on  Monday,  the  1  Ith  day  of  April  aext» 
and  submit  the  following  resolution : 

«  Ruoktd,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
the  Speaker  of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  be  aa- 
thoriaed  to  dose  the  present  seesion  by  adjonming 
their  respective  Houses  on  Monday*  the  eleventh  day 
of  April  nexf 

After  the  rejection  of  two  motions  to  poa^ 
pone  and  lay  the  report  on  the  table,  on  which 
some  little  desultory  debate  took  pbee,  the  re- 

STt  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in  by  fhii 
ouse* 

FLOATING  BATTERIES,  dec 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrdbb,  of 
Sooth  Carolina,  resolved  itself  into  a.  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  three  several  biUs  referred  to 
said  Committee  of  the  Whol^  viz :  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  anthorizing  the  bnilding  of  certain 
ioating  batteries;  the  Dill  from  the  Senate  grvw 
in^  a  bounty  to  prisonem  broog ht  into  poit  ^y 

Rrivate  armed  vesseb;  and  the  bnl  reported  by  c^e 
lava!  Committee  of  this  House,  authorising  the 
President  to  caose  to  be  built  or  porehaaed  a  cer- 
tain number  of  vessels  to  carry  not  leas  thn&  six* 
teen  nor  more  than  twenty  guns. 

No  objection  was  made  to  either  of  the  two 
first  of  these  bills,  the  objects  of  which  were  sev- 
erally explained  by  Mr.  Lowimfis,  the  chairman 
of  the  Naval  Committee. 

The  last  mentioned  bill  being  under  consider- 
atioD — 

Mr.  W.  Rbgd,  of  Massachusetts,  required  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  such  in- 
formation as  he  might  be  possessed  of^  tonching 
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the  progress  of  ezecotioD  of  tli«  law,  passed  a  year 
tgo  for  the  iaerease  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  LowNDBB  stated  that,  of  the  sloops  of  war 
ordered  to  be  built,  two  were  ready  for  sea, 
three  nearly  ready,  and  the  other  in^forwardaess. 
Of  the  other  vessels,  several  were  in  a  state  of 
forwardness,  but  none  of  them  yet  launebed. 

Mr.  RsfiD  said,  he  could  not  see  the  propriety 
of  passing  a  bill  to  build  these  smaller  vessels, 
whilst  those  of  a  larger  class,  already  authorized 
by  law.  were  not  completed,  and  the  crews  of 
those  already  prepared  for  service  were  not  yet 
completed,  and,  from  what  he  had  heard,  he  be- 
lieved could  not  be  readily  made  up,  on  account 
of  the  difference  between  the  inducements  held 
oat  to  the  land  and  naval  service,  4bo.  He  was 
disinclined  to  vote  for  more  vessels  of  the  class 
now  proposed,  until  the  frigates,  which  he  con* 
sidered  a  substantial  part  of  the  Navy,  should  be 
built  and  manned. 

Mr.  L0WNDB8  remarked,  that  he  did  not  con- 
sider the  unavoidable  delay  in  completing  the 
larger  vessels  authorized  to  be  buiU  as  any  argu- 
ment against  building  those  of  a  smaller  class. 
With  regard  to  the  difficulty  alleged  to  exist  in 
the  recruiting  of  men,  arising  from  the  present 
high  land  bounties,  he  believed  it  did  prevail,  and 
that  some  measures  might  possibly  be  necessary 
in  coDseqaence ;  but  he  did  not  see  the  force  of 
this  objection  against  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  INGBBSOLL,  of  Pennsylvania,  stated,  as  the 
reporter  understood,  thitt,  in  a  rendezvous  lately 
opened  for  seamen,  the  recruiting  service  had 
been  maeh  more  successful  than  was  antici- 
pated. 

Mr.  McKiK,  of  Maryland,  after  stating  the  rea* 
sons,  drawn  from  experience,  which  operated  to 
induce  him  to  prefer  ressels  of  a  smaller  class 
than  that  proposed  by  the  bill,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words  from  "  sixteen 
to  twenty  guns,  and  inserting  from  ^  eight  to  six- 
teen guns,"  as  the  force  of  the  vessels  proposed  to 
be  baiit. 

Mr.  L0WNDB8  ezpressed  his  great  respect  for 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  McKix  on  this  subject;  but 
he  had  heard,  from  persons  whose  experience  en- 
titled their  opinions  on  this  head  to  some  weight, 
that  the  small  privateers  first  fitted  out  had  l^en 
cenerally  exchanged  for  those  of  a  larger  class. 
Ifr.  L.,  however,  was  willing  so  to  amend  the 
bill  as  to  leare  the  rate  of  these  vessels  subject  to 
Bxeenttve  discretion,  from  eight  to  twenty  guns, 
if  that  wottid  meet  the  views  of  the  gentleman. 
He  added,  that  he  had  formed  the  opmion  that, 
m  general,  too  little  latitude  had  been  allowed 
to  the  discretion  of  the  head  of  the  Naval  De- 
putment,  and  that  the  proper  course  would  be. 
generally,  to  vote  a  certain  number  of  men  and 
a  certain  amount  of  money  for  the  Navy,  and 
leave  the  application  thereof  to  the  Bxecutire. 
But  a  different  policy  had  prevailed,  to  which  he 
naa  willing  to  conform. 

Mr.  MoKiM  consented  to  adopt  Mr.  Lowndes's 
suggestion ;  and  the  bill  was  amended  so  as  to 
fix  the  rate  of  the  vessels  at  from  eight  to  twenty 
guns* 


Mr.  Rbbd  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  that  part  of  it  which  authorized  the 
purchase  of  vessels  of  this  descriptioo.  He  said, 
experience  had  demonstrated  the  folly  of  the  prac- 
tice of  purchasing  vessels  instead  of  building  them 
for  the  purposes  of  war ;  because  not  one  in  five, 
perhaps  not  one  in  ten,  suited  the  purpose ;  ana 
the  expense  of  preparing  them  for  tne  service,  af* 
ter  they  were  bought,  was  almost  equal  to  that 
of  building  them  throughout. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  he  had  no  doubt  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  were 
perfectly  correct  as  applied  to  large  vessels,  but 
the  same  objection  did  not  apply  to  vessels  of  the 
size  proposed,  which  m^ight  frequently  be  bought 
more  aavantafeously  to  the  public  service  than 
they  could  be  built. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Reed  was  negatived— 
ayes  41. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bilb; 
and  the  latter  bill,  and  that  giving  a  bounty  to 
prisoners  taken  by  private  armed  vessels,  were 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  without  opposition. 

Oo  the  question  of  passing  the  bill  authorizing 
the  building  of  one  or  more  floating  batteries  to  a 
third  reading,  some  debate  arose. 

Mr.  Post  of  New  York,  Mr.  CbLDSBORonoB 
of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Kino  of  Massachusetts,  ob- 
jected tomaking  an  appropriation  of  solargea  suqoi 
of  money  as  half  a  million  of  dollars,  to  make  a 
mere  experiment;  nor  did  they  see  why  the  ex- 
periment need  be  tested  on  so  large  a  scale,  or  at 
the  expense  of  €h>vernment.  Thev  preferred  that 
the  inventors  themselves  should  first  essay  the 
practicability  of  the  invention.  They  said  they 
were  on  willing  to  put  the  reputation  of  the  na- 
tion at  hazard  on  such  a  project  by  giring  it,  un- 
tried as  it  was,  the  sanction  of  the  Government. 
Torpedoes,  the  utility  of  which  had  been  so  eom,- 
plelely  exploded,  were  held  up  as  affording  aa 
example  of  the  irapraeticabillty  of  these  thoreti- 
cal  inventions.  Besides,  it  was  remarked  by  these 
gentlemen,  however  much  respect  they  migilit 
be  disposed  to  pay  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
officers  of  the  Navy,  Captains  Decatur,  Jones, 
Lewis,  Perry,  dtc.,  who  had  so  strongly  recom- 
mended this  invention,  or  to  the  opinions  of  any 
member  of  this  House,  they  conceived  that  the 
recommendation  of  some  responsible  officer  of 
the  Government  was  necessary  to  authori^re  Con- 
gress to  pass  such  a  bill. 

To  these  observations^*-* 

Mr.  MoKiM,  of  Maryland,  repbed  that,  how- 
cfer  desirable  it  might  be  to  husband  the  public 
money,  there  were  other  considerations  of  a  mora 
imperative  character,  such  as  the  siege  of  our 
cities,  the  infesting  our  waters  by  the  enemy,  ^^ 
whieh  required  the  House  to  adopt  any  plan  or 
defence  presenting  itself  under  such  auspices  as 
this,  and  so  strongly  recommended  by  several  of 
the  most  respectable  officers  of  the  Navy,  as  well 
as  the  Naval  Department. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  who  had  inspected 
the  model  of  this  floating  battery  very  particularly, 
rose,  as  he  said,  with  reluctance  to  oppose  his 
opinion  to  that  which  appeared  to  be  entertained 
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by  those  gentlemen  (Federalists)  with  whom  he 
generally  acted.    He  said  that  the  perfect  effici- 
ency of  this  model  had  been  proved  to  him.    If 
necessary  to  the  defence  of  oar  waters,  as  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be,  the  expense  ought  to  be  no  objec- 
tion ;  his  only  objection  to  the  present  appropria- 
tion wasj  that  it  was  not  double  as  mach.    He 
spoke  of  the  opinion  of  Commodore  Bainbridge, 
with  whom  he  conversed  when  at  Boston  last 
Summer,  of  the  complete  protection  such  a  float- 
ing battery  would  afford  to  the  harbor  of  Boston. 
The  plan  which  this  bill  proposed  to  carry  into 
effect  was,  he  said,  perhaps  the  most  perfect  thing 
of  the  kind  ever  proposed  to  any  Qovernment ; 
the  men  would  be  perfectly  protected,  and  the 
steam  engine,  by  which  it  would  be  impelled, 
would  be  entirely  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy. '  If 
set  on  fire  by  rea-bot  shot,  the  fire  could  be  in- 
stantlv  extinguished  by  water  from  the  engine  i 
and  tne  same  engine  would  keep' boarders  at  a 
distance  by  the  facility  with  which  hot  water  could 
be  ejected  on  them  in  almost  any  quantity,  dbc. 

Mr.  LowM DBS  said,  it  was  indeed  an  experi-  ^^^ 

ment,  but  so  was  every  useful  invention  when  I  wlVcarVylnV  niriwVThin  "c^^^^^^ 


S^TaBDAT,  Blarch  5. 

Mr.  Kent^  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  made  an  unfavora- 
ble report  on  the  petition  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Alex- 
andria ;  which  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  RoBEBTBON,  of  Looisiaoa,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill,  extending 
relief  to  certain  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory;  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  R.  also  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  sub- 
division of  the  quarter-sections  of  the  land  of  the 
United  States ;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  McRbb,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  the  agreement  of  the  committee 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  James  Crawford ;  which  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  sneh  vessels  as 
are  therein  described,  (not  more  than  twenty 


first  put  into  use.  The  true  question  was,  is  it  an 
experiment  which  there  is  reason  to  believe  may 
be  beneficial  to  the  country  ?  He  believed  it  was, 
from  the  evidence  which  appeared  in  its  favor. 
It  was,  moreover,  strongly  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  m  a  letter  which  he  de- 
sired should  not  be  made  public,  that  the  measure 
DOW  pr&posed  should  be  adopteo.  The  bill,  there- 
fore, bad  the  sanction,  not  only  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished naval  officers,  of  the  Naval  Committee 
of  this  House,  but  of  the  Executive  authority. 

The  question,  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
read i Off,  was  determined  by  veas  and  nays.  For 
the  bill  82,  against  it  44,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Alexander*  Alston,  Archer,  Aveiy, 
Bamett,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Cal- 
houn,  Chappell,  Claric,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Cionch,  Cttthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles, 
Beaha,  Duvall,  Bark,  Evans,  Find^y,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Goodwyn,  Goor- 
din.  Griffin,  Orosvenor,  Hall,  Hasbronck,  Hawes,  Hun- 
gerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virgi- 
nia, Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon, 
McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Onnsby,  Parker,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  &ea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Richardson, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Udree, 
WhitehiU,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  and  Yan- 
cey—82. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachnsette,  Bigeiow, 
Boyd,  Bradbory,  Brigham,  Burwell,  Caperton,  Cham- 
pion, Cilley,  Coz,  Culpeper,  Bavenport,  Dewey,  Ely, 
GoUsborough,  Hale,  Hufty,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Markell,  Moffit,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Post,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
Stnrges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Voee,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Msssa- 
chusetts,  and  Winter — 44. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 


twentv-two  gons,)  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ident to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  employ- 
ed, one  or  more  floating  batteries  for  the  deteoce 
of  the  ports  and  harli^rs  of  the  United  Statea, 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

BOUNTY  ON  PRISONERS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the  act  foe 
giving  an  increased  bounty  on  all  pri^onefs 
brought  into  port  by  private  armed  ressels,  was 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended,  in  this  House* 
On  the  question.  Shall  the  bill  pass? 

Mr.  Post,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  passage 
of  the  bill;  which  came  before  the  House,  he 
said,  under  unusual  circumstances.    There  was 
no  particular  statement  from  any  quarter  laid  be- 
fore the  House,  exhibiting  any  sort  of  necesaitf 
for  passing  a  bill  of  this  description;   withoat 
which,  he  said,  he  should  suppose  that  ^entlemett 
disposed  to  be  influenced  by  fair  considerations 
would  not  sanction  the  bill  by  their  votes.    Al- 
though, during  a  former  session,  on  a  representa- 
tion that  some  encouragement  was  necessary  to 
revive  the  droopiog  privateering  system,  addition- 
al encouragement  had  been  held  out  to  those  who 
embarked  in  it,  he  did  not  conceive  that  any  iifr- 
pression  had  been  made  on  the  commerce  of  the 
enemy  proportioned  to  public  expectation,  or  to 
the  attention  which  Government  had  bestowed 
on  it.    Even  admitting  that  the  promises  or  ex- 
pectations of  the  privateersmen  sbottKd  be  realized 
in  respect  to  the  capture  of  prisoners,  he  did  not 
believe  the  object  sufficiently  important  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  to  justify  C5ongres8  in  en- 
richingthe  privateersmen  out  of  the  public  Treas- 
ury.   But  their  views  could  not  be  realized;  and, 
conceiving  that  no  beneficial  consequences  could 
result  from  the  adoption  of  this  measure^  he  hoped 
the  bill  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  unless  theie 
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were  very  importaot  reaaooa  lor  giving  away  the 
public  money  as  proposed  by  this  bill,  he  did  not 
see  why  it  shoald  pass.  To  encoarage  manafac- 
tares,  or  any  undertaking  promising  correspond- 
ent or  greater  advantages  to  the  community,  Qov- 
ernment  frequently  gave  premiums  or  peculiar 
priyileges;  but  be  could  see  no  reason  for  giving 
a  bounty  in  the  case  now  under  consideration.  If 
the  fruits  of  the  labors  of  those  who  adventure  in 
these  enterprises  against  the  property  of  the  ene- 
my on  the  ocean,  are  not  such  as  to  reward  them, 
he  saw  no  reason  why  the  money  of  the  public 
should  be  paid  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  and  the 
people  be  taxed  for  their  benefit. 

Mr.  BuBWELL.  of  Virginia,  made  a  uumber  of 
remarks,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Post  and  Mr.  Ward. 
These  privateers,  he  said,  were  fitted  out,  not  to 
take  prisoners,  but  to  take  property ;  and  it  was 
much  easier,  and  more  to  their  interest,  to  set  at 
liberty  the  prisoners  they  captured,  than  to  bring 
them  into  port.  The  principle  of  this  bill  bad 
been  already  recognised  by  laWj  in  the  allowance 
of  twenty  dollars  for  erery  prisoner  brought  in. 
But  that  allowance  was  by  no  means  sufficient  to 
defray  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  prisoners 
whilst  at  sea;  and  the  bill  proposed  a  bounty 
which  it  was  supposed  would  indemnifv  them  for 
bringing  in  the  prisoners,  and  would  afford  a 
cheaper  way  of  obtaining  prisoners  than  any 
other.  This  po|icy  had  b^n  heretofore  adopted 
hj  other  nations  situated  as  we  are,  during  a  pe- 
riod of  war,  and  among  others  by  the  Dutch  and 
Spaaiards.  He  did  look  upon  this  bill  as  pre- 
senting a  question  of  affording  a  bounty  to  priva- 
teers, but  he  viewed  it  as  a  national  eoncern,  and 
as  a  step  required  by  sound  policy,  to  render  more 
easy  the  acquisition  of  prisoners  of  war. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  his  object 
in  advocating  this  bill  was  to  get  as  many  pris- 
oners of  war  as  we  could,  to  balance  accounts 
with  the  enemy,  and  enable  us  to  redeem  our 
fellow-eitizens  from  captivity.  The  profit  of 
privateersmen  arose  from  the  cargoes  they  cap- 
tured, whilst  the  prisoners  they  captured  were  of 
little  value  to  them  when  brought  into  port,  but, 
owing  to  the  amount  of  provisions  and  stores 
they  consumed,  were  rather  detrimental  than 
beneficial  to  the  captors.  He  did  not  know  that 
there  was  any  official  account  of  the  dispropor- 
tion of  prisoners  in  possession  of  the  two  nations, 
but  in  a  conversation  with  the  Commissary  Gen- 
eral of  Prisoners,  he  had  learned  that  Q^at  Brit- 
ain had  two  thousand  more  of  our  prisoners  than 
we  had  of  hers.  This  balance,  according  to  the 
agreement  of  the  two  nations  respectively  to  sup- 
port their  own  people  taken  prisoners,  created  a 
dead  expense  to  our  Qovernment,  equal  to  the 
cost  of  supporting  these  2«000  men.  To  get  rid 
of  this  expense,  and  to  relieve  our  citizens,  many 
of  whom  were  suffering  extreme  hardship,  form- 
ed, in  his  opinion,  a  strong  indcicement  to  bring- 
ing in  as  many  prisoners  as  possible. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  observed,  that 
from  the  statement  of  the  case  which  had  just 
been  made,  it  appeared  that  we  were  in  a  very 
ki^ful  way  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war. 


What,  between  the  bounty  of  $124  for  enlist- 
ments, and  the  bounty  of  $100  a  man  for  men 
wherewith  to  redeem  our  people  taken  prisoners, 
this  would  be  an  expensive  concern.  Mr.  W. 
said,  that  he  was  as  little  inclined  to  permit  our 
citizens  to  remain  in  captivity  as  any  one,  and  as 
willing  to  vote  any  money  which  should  be 
proved  to  him  necessary  to  relieve  them. 

Mr.  McKbb,  of  Kentucky,  on  the  ground  that 
this  subject  was  new  to  him,  and  required  fur- 
ther consideration,  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the 
table.    For  the  motion  56,  asainst  it  59. 

Mr.  QoLDBBORouGB^  of  Maryland,  then  made 
some  observations  against  the  bill,  which,  owing 
to  his  distance  from  the  reporter,  were  not  dis- 
tinctly heard.  He  said,  however,  that  this  ap» 
peared  to  him  to  be  only  a  roundabout  way  to  fill 
the  pockets  of  the  privateersmen;  and  conceived 
that  it  would  be  much  better  to  expend  this  mo* 
ney  in  bounties,  in  procuring  men  to  man  the 
nav^  which  was  to  nght  our  battles.  He  was  as 
willing  as  any  man  to  relieve  our  citizens  from 
captivity,  but  did  not  believe  this  would  be  an 
advisable  or  effectual  way  of  doing  it.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  prevalence  of  a  disposition,  which 
he  saw  with  regret,  to  subvert  the  interest  of  the 
navy — the  substantial  defence  of  the  country — 
by  enormous  bounties  to  soldiers,  and  reduced 
bounties  to  seamen,  which  induced  almost  all  the 
seamen  disengaged  to  enter  the  land  service.  He 
feared,  too,  it  would  be  a  system  of  warfare  which 
was  to  be  deprecated,  destroying  all  the  vessels 
captured  at  sea  for  the  sake  of  getting  the  pris- 
oners, ^. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  approved  this  bill,  equal- 
ly as  a  measure  for  annoying  the  enemy,  and  aa 
an  economical  instrument  for  equalizing  the  ac* 
count  of  prisoners  between  the  two  nations,  and 
relieving  us  from  the  expense  of  supporting  pris- 
oners. He  regretted  that  no  measure  could  be 
proposed  which  would  please  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  A  short  time  ago  our 
seamen  were  all  starving,  was  the  complaint,  and 
now  it  was  made  a  complaint  that  the  ordinary 
wages  would  not  tempt  them  to  embark  on  the 
ocean.  He  should  be  much  gratified  if  any  one 
thing  could  occur  which  would  gratify  these 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  McKiM  said  he  would  add  only  one  word 
as  to  the  "  hopeful  way"  we  were  in.  He  said, 
the  difference  of  2,000  in  the  account  of  prisoners 
was  but  a  small  difference  in  a  national  point  of 
view;  but  how  did  it  happen  to  be  even  so  great 
as  it  was?  Our  seamen  impressed  on  board  Brit- 
ish ships  were,  when  the  war  broke  out,  thrown 
into  British  prison  ships,  and  there  compelled  to 
remain  as  prisoners  of  war.  Another  reason  was, 
that  the  British  Giovernment  was  more  attentive 
to  the  security  of  its  prisoners  than  we  were; 
confining  them  in  dungeons  and  prison  ships, 
whilst  those  taken  by  us  were  suffered  to  go  pret- 
ty much  at  large. 

Mr.  KiMO,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  when  this 
bill  was  first  read  he  was  as  hostile  to  it  as  any 
one  could  be,  but  since  the  fact  was  disclosed  that 
the  balance  in  the  account  of  prisoners  was  againat 
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us,  he  vos  determined  to  giro  his  TOte  for  aoy 
•neaaure  which  shoold  have  a  teodency  to  relieve 
iiis  suffering  fellow-citizens.  Will  yoa,  said  he, 
permit  some  of  your  bravest  men — ^your  gallant 
tars — to  remain  in  captivity,  when  it  may  be  in 
your  power  thus  to  obtain  their  relief?  If  it  be 
the  fault  of  the  Gk>vernment  that  they  are  in  cap- 
tivity, I  beg  gentlemen  not  to  visit  the  sins  of  the 
•Qovernment  on  your  suffering  eeamen. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — for  the  bill  83,  against  it 
55,  as  follows : 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Aveiy,  Bard, 
Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Calhonn, 
Chappell^  Comatock,  G(mard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Ciouch,  Cutiibert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Dn- 
vall,  Bazle,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 
Flak  of  New  York,  Fomey,  Fonyth,  Franklin,  Good^ 
wyn,  Gonrdjo,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Ingersoll, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  J<^inaon  of 
Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
King  of  Kaasachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lef- 
ferta,  Lowndea,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKun, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  NeUon,  Newton,  Par- 
ker, Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Bea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Khea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Boane,  Bobertson,  Sage,  Se- 
vier, Seybert,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Whitehill,  Williams,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Tancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Beal^  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham, 
C^>erton,  Champion, Cilley,  Clark,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cul- 
peper,  DaTcnport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Ged- 
des,  Goldsboroogh,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins 
of  New  York,  Hufly,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
IsUnd,  Kent  of  New  York,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Maikell, 
Mifler,  Moaeley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Pot- 
ter,  John  Read,  William  Seed,  Ridgaly,  Rnggiea,  Stan- 
faanl,  Stuart,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Tallmadga,  Thempsen, 
Voae,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jeraey, 
Wheaten,  White,  Wilcox,  WilM>n  of  Maasachuaetta, 
and  Winter. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  api^ronriations  for 
thje  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  Unitea  States,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed,  without  debate,  by 
the  following  vote : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Avery,  ^Bard, 
Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Beall,  Bigelow,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chap- 

S»U,  Clark,  Comatock,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford, 
reighton,  Ciouch,  Culpeper,  Davia  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Fomey, 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Goodwin, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck, 
Hawes,  Hopkina  of  New  York,  Hungerford,  IngeraoU, 
Ingham,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jadtson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Lefierts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyls,  Ma- 
con, Markell,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Miller, 
Moffitt,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Moaeley,  Murfiee,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Parker,  Pearaon,  Pickens,  Piper,  Fleaaanta, 
Poat,  John  Reed,  WilUam  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Roane^ 
Bobertaon,  Rugglaa,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Skinaer, 


Smiih  of  Virginia*  Stanfind,  Stuart,  Stmgea, 
hill,  Taylor,  Telfiur,  Troop,  Vooa,  Ward  of  i 
setts.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White  WhitahiU,  Wil- 
cox, Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wintav,  Wood* 
Wright,  and  Yancqr— 121. 

Ni.Ta — Messrs.  Boyd,  Brigham,  Champion,  £l|y» 
Hufty,  Kent  of  New  York,  Potter,  Thompeon,  and 
Wheaton— 9. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriatioiu  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the 
year  1S14.  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Maaaaohoaetts,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  ant  against  passing  the  bill  da 
your  table.  It  eontemj^ates  appropriatiBg  the 
enormous  sum  of  1^,302,906  to  the  sopport  of 
the  Military  Establishment  for  the  present  jeta. 
This  sum,  and  three  times  as  much  more,  as  is 
manifest  from  the  well-founded  calealationa  of 
military  gentlemen,  will  be  expended  in  ihn 
course  of  this  year,  if  the  army  is  raised  whick 
is  authorized  by  the  bills  which  have  been  lately 
passed,  and  the  war  for  the  eonquest  of  Canada 
is  prosecuted  with  the  degree  of  folly  and  im- 
proTidence  which  have  hitherto  chameterixed  it 
m  its  course. 

This  appropriation  will  absorb  nearly  the  whole 
sum  whien  will  be  raised  by  the  loan  ull  recendy 
enacted.  The  terns  upon  which  this  money 
will  be  obtained,  requires  a  more  profitable  apph- 
cation  of  it.  When  an  indiiidual  raises  money 
by  sending  his  paper  to  nuvket,  it  is  considered 
a  sare  indication  of  impending  baftkrupcey,  and 
is  ever  found  to  be  the  messenoer  of  truth.  When 
a  Gorernment.  in  behalf  of  ail  its  cittze&a,  raises 
money  upon  tne  terms  which  cTery  individunl 
would  reject,  were  he  a  borrower,  as  too  wasting 
and  extravagant,  they  ought  at  Inst  lo  be  able  to 
give  a  good  account  of  the  BMtnner  in  which  it 
has  been  expended,  and  the  returns  and  ndvna- 
tages  which  are  <M>tained»  Bad  economy  in  nu 
individual,  is  had  economy  in  the  public  Bnt, 
sir,  if  this  sum,  or  any  larger  snm  within  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  was  called  for  to  build  a 
navy  for  the  protection  of  the  comnMtea,  and 
avenging  the  wrongs  of  oor  common  country, 
against  the  aggression  of  any  and  all  nntions, 
whether  Eoglish  or  French,  barbarous  or  civil* 
ized,  I  should  gire  my  vote  for  it  with  great 
promptn^BS  and  pleasure ;  bnt  with  a  view  to  the 
conquest  of  Canada,  or  in  the  support  of  a  war 
which  I  view  not  only  to  be  weak,  but  wicked,  I 
would  as  soon  vote  supplies  to  be  expended  ia 
the  invasion  of  Canada  by  land,  as  the  invest 
ment  of  it  by  sea.  We  can  as  conaeientiouslf 
pay  for  the  shedding  human  blood  on  the  plaina 
of  Abraham,  as  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence*  If 
the  character  of  the  contest  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  were  that  which  is  given  to  it  by  the 
President  in  his  Message,  I  should  be  one  of  the 
last  men  in  this  House  to  oppose  this  appropria- 
tion ;  and  sure  I  am  that  my  constituents  would 
expend  their  last  dollar,  and  shed  their  beet  blood, 
in  iu  support.    If,  sir,  in  the  language  of  tite 


1800 


Hisix>aY  OF  oonaRssss. 


1610 


NUtOH,  1814. 


jmiktrjf  £9tahH$kmeu$r 


H.OVB. 


**  it  apj^Ud  for  iti  Bnjipopt  to  the  pore 
pnnciplet  of  pfttnotism  and  the  pride  of  liberty," 
u  the  seetioo  of  coantry  whieh  I  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  the  withholdings  of  wippiies,  the  re- 
flying  to  leyy  men,  or  raise  money,  or  any  other 
incident,  woald  not  impede  its  prosecatton.  If, 
sir,  it  appealed  to  these  hearen-bom  prineiples  for 
sQpiK>rt,  the  eitizens  c^  Massachusetts,  nerer  in- 
sensible to  them,  notwithstanding  the  manjr  dark 
sarmises  against  them,  and  the  nuay  illiberal, 
not  to  say^  indecent  remarks,  to  which  they  have 
been  subject  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  would 
be  found  where  they  ever  hare  been,  and  ever 
will  be,  when  those  pure  principles  eail  them  to 
aetiott,  in  the  front  rank  of  effort  and  danger. 
This  is  the  proud  and  elevated  ground  on  which 
the  true  history  of  your  country  nas  placed  them. 
In  the  glorious  contest  which  achieved  our  inde- 
pendence, in  which  Massachusetts  took  counsel 
alone  of  her  courage,  her  supplies  of  men  and 
money  wete  greatly  beyond  that  of  any  other 
Siato  in  the  Union,  whatever  mav  be  their  pride 
or  their  boasting,  in  a  war  in  which  ^  the  pure 
principles  of  patriotiem  and  pride  of  liberty"  beat 
to  arms,  the  place  which  has  ever  known  Mas- 
sachusetts would  know  her  again. 

Though  the  President  has  said  that  the  war 
aMeab  to  '*  the  pure  principles  of  patfietism  and 
the  pride  of  liberty  for  sapp<vt,"  he  has  not  conde- 
scended to  show  how,  or  in  what  manner,  it  docs 
80b  It  rests  wholly  in  assertion.  And  if  he  had 
said  direetly  ^e  reverse,  the  position  would  at 
least  have  been  as  well  supporled.  In  my  mind, 
its  ciiamcter  is  the  aotipode  of  that  wnich  is 
jlirea  it  by  the  President.  The  pcosceniion  of 
It,  after  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  an  Council, 
was  unjost^as  it  respects  our  eneny,  and  pre- 
eminently so,  as  it  respects  our  own  country. 
Not  beUeTiog  in  the  justice,  necessity,  or  eipe- 
diency  of  the  war,  I  am  atminst  its  farther  ptose- 
cation ;  and  it  is  my  wish  to  adnumish  the  Ad* 
muustiation  to  effect  an  armistice,  and  make  a 
peace  by  the  only  means  which  are  left  us,  by 
shotting  our  hancl  and  withholding  supplies. 

Some  centlemen  seem  to  act  under  the  im- 
peeeaion  that  the  minority  are  fiaiolty  in  not  oon- 
euning  in  the  granting  of  snpplies;  that  thue 
Congress  in  1812  having  declared  war,  we  are 
committed  and  must  make  the  necessary  provi- 
sion for  carrying  it  on.  This  I  do  not  admit  to 
be  sound  doctrine.  We  are  as  much  at  liberty 
to  think  for  ourselves,  and  act  aoeordjpg  to  onr 
opinions,  as  our  i^edecessors  were.  Acts  ef  Le- 
gislatares  which  are  in  the  nature  of  grants,  it  is 
tmci  are  irrevocable,  but  the  declaration  c^  war  is 
not  of  that  character.  An  after  Legislature,  with 
reference  to  such  an  act)  is  not  bound  to  effectuate 
the  purpoees  of  a  former  one.  It  is  not  only  their 
right,  but  their  duty,  to  rescue  their  country  from 
deetracUon.  This  unjustifiable  claim  of  superior- 
itj,  on  behalf  of  the  last  Congress,  and  of  a  sort 
of  vassalage  to  them,  on  the  part  of  the  present,  is 
not  to  be  admitted  or  endured.  Whether  or  not 
the  war  was  just  at  the  time  when  it  was  declar- 
edy  18  of  no  importance.  To  prosecute  it  without 
Qaose,  ia  as  unwarrantable  as  to  commence  it 


without  justice.  After  the  revocation  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  I  contend  that  we  had  no 
cause  for  prosecuting  the  war,  which  was  just, 
even  as  it  respects  our  enemy.  But  if  it  were 
just,  as  it  respects  our  enemy,  in  the  situation  of 
our  country  it  was  unjust  and  cruel,  as  it  respects 
our  own  country,  and  a^iost  the  dutj  which 
the  Qovernment  owes  to  its  citizens.  Ir  we  had 
just  cause  of  war,  as  it  respects  our  enemy  and 
our  country,  it  ought  not  to  have  been  declared 
until  negotiation  had  been  fully  and  fairly  tried, 
and  the  alternative  of  war  or  satisfaction  had 
been  presented  to  the  enemy.  If  just  cause  of 
war  existed,  and  negotiation  had  been  tried  and 
exhausted^  to  prosecute  it  by  invading  Canadh, 
and  carrying  misery  and  destr notion  to  its  inhab- 
itants, inasmuch  as  invading  them  has  no  ten* 
deocy  to  enforce  our  rights,  which  are  said  to  be 
violated,  or  to  comjieosate  us  for  the  injuries 
said  to  be  sustained,  is  wanton  and  cruel.  The 
mischief  done  to  them  is  merely  gratuitous.  To 
make  a  war  just,  as  it  respects  oni*  enemy,  it  is 
necessary  that  titey  should  have  done  us  an  in* 
jury  of  such  magnitude  as  to  be  good  cause  of 
war,  not  accidentally)  but  intentionally,  claiminc 
a  right  to  do  it,  or  in  contempt  of  our  ri||hts,  and 
that  we  should  have  called  for  satisfaction,  and 
it  should  have  been  denied  ns.  War  is  a  tremend* 
ouB  evil,  and  ousht  not  to  be  resorted  to  for  light 
reasons;  It  is  the  last  resort,  the  uU^na  ratio  of 
nna,  and  the  greatest  temporal  sccwrge  ef  God* 
It  is  with  surprise  and  deep  Mgret  that  I  hear  it 
spoken  of  with  so  much  insensibility  1^  gentle- 
men oi  the  majority.  The  bloody,  the  wasting 
work  of  war,  eeems  to  be  considered  as  an  amuse-> 
raent,  or  a  trifling  game  of  hasard.  Having  failed 
in  two  campaigns,  prosecnied  at  an  amazin|f  ex* 
pense  of  Uood,  treasure,  and  human  happiness, 
anotiier  effort  is  spoken  of  with  as  much  mmg 
froid  as  a  second  hit  in  a  game  of  backgammon. 

The  misfortune  of  the  world  is,  that  they  who 
declare  war  do  not  fight  the  hattles  and  undeigo 
the  miseries  of  the  field.  Had  the  Congrese 
which  declared  war  sat  on  the  snow-banks  where 
Hampton's  army  encamped,  their  false  or  mis- 
taken patriotism  would  nave  been  cooled,  their 
session  would  have  been  short,  and  we  should 
have  had  no  war.  Let  gentlemen  visit  the  field 
of  battie,  view  the  bodies  of  the  dead,  and  hear 
the  groans  of  the  dying;  let  them  loUow  the 
maimed  and  the  cripples  through  all  the  maxec 
and  miseries  of  their  wretched  journey  through 
the  remainder  of  life ;  let  them  visit  the  fVieade 
of  those  who  have  fallen  in  battie,  and  witness 
their  agonies  and  distress,  and  they  will  not  oxr 
pect  to  compensate  for  the  aggregate  of  human 
misery  in  lofty,  unmeaning  expressions,  of  what 
is  due  to  mistaken  national  honor. 

To  make  a  war  just  as  it  respects  our  own  cit- 
iasens,  the  object  contended  for  ought  to  be  of  suffi- 
cient magnitude,  if  obtained,  to  compensate  them 
for  all  the  losses  they  sustain,  and  the  miseries 
they  suffer  in  its  prosecution ;  otherwise  more  of 
evil  than  good  will  result  from  it.  The  expecta- 
tion of  success  ought  also  to  be  reasonable^ 
These  poinu  ought  to  be  so  clear  that  there  could 
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be  no  difiereoee  of  opiaion,  among'  loteiligent 
*and  honest  men.  There  are  cases,  it  is  true,  in 
which  a  nation  ought  to  take  counsel  only  of  its 
courage.  When  its  existence  is  threatened  and  all 
is  at  hazard,  erery  effort  ought  to  be  made,  and  if  it 
fails  it  will  fall  in  triumph.  But,  sir,  in  ordinary 
cases,  something  is  due  to  national  interest  and 
national  happiness,  as  well  as  to  visionary  notions 
of  national  honor.  I  am  as  little  in  the  habit  of 
reckoning  everything  in  dollars  and  cents,  as  any 
{gentleman  in  this  House.  But  the  false  patriot- 
ism of  sacrificing  important  interests  and  rights 
to  secure  pretended  ones,  deserves  severe  reproba- 
tion ;  it  is  against  an  important  article  in  my 
political  creed. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nelbon) 
^  rejoiced  and  rejoiced,"  almost  without  ceasing, 
that  the  discussion  of  this  and  its  kindred  bills, 
had  taken  place  in  the  latitude  which  has  been 
indulged,  inasmuch  as  it  had  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity to  the  minority  to  show  to  the  world  the 
evidence  of  their  attachment  to  the  English  na- 
iion,and  the  effects  of  British  influence.  We  have 
been  asked,  again  and  again,  by  gentlemen  of  the 
majority,  uom  various  quarters  of  the  House, 
where  that  spirit  of  resistance  to  British  ^fff^- 
sion  has  fled,  which  was  manifested  by  the  Feder- 
alists of  Boston,  in  their  memorials  to  Congress, 
in  1806,  urging  the  Qovernment  to  war  with 
England  and  pledging  their  lives  and  fortunes  to 
prosecute  it  with  vigor;  where  those  feelings  now 
are,  which  were  exhibited  by  the  Federalists  at  the 
death  of  Pierce,  who  fell  by  the  hand  of  British 
violence ;  and  where  that  national  pride  is  which 
was  called  forth  at  the  insult  offered  to  our  sov- 
ereignty, in  the  attack  upon  the  Chesapeake.  It 
is  said  by  those  gentlemen,  who  with  an  air  of 
triumph  ask  these  questions,  that,  when  Pierce 
was  killed  the  Federalists  contended  for  the  honor 
of  burying  him,  and  for  the  first  positions  in  his 
funeral  train  $  and  that  they  thirsted  for  satisfac- 
tion for  the  insult  offered  to  our  national  honor 
in  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake.  This  is  all  true. 
The  same  spirit  now  exists  among  the  same  hon- 
orable men,  and  will  show  itself  whenever  the 
purposes  of  justice  and  the  honor  of  the  nation 
require  it.  The  gentlemen  who  alluded  to  these 
facts,  cannot  have  attended  to  their  operation, 
and  the  evidence  which  they  furnish,  that  the 
feelings  of  the  Federalists  are  truly  American. 
Should  the  British  put  forth  their  hands  and  touch 
American  interest  or  insult  the  honor  of  our  na- 
tion, if  any  want  of  spirit  or  power  of  resistance 
is  discovered  in  our  countrv,  it  will  be  found  in  the 
ranks  of  the  majority.  When  and  on  what  oc- 
^  casion  have  the  gentlemen  of  the  majority  exhib- 
ited such  temper  and  spirit  towards  the  French, 
under  insults  and  injuries  of  the  most  atrocious 
nature,  as  they  now  bear  witness,  that  the  Fed- 
eralists on  these  occasions  manifested  towards 
the  English  1  On  none.  1  repeat  it,  sir,  on  none. 
On  all  occasions  our  Government,  for  twelve 
years  past,  have  discovered  a  truckling,  submis- 
sive temper  to  the  Government  of  France,  which 
would  disgrace  the  tamest  people.  When  in- 
jured and  insulted  outrageously,  instead  of  de- 


manding satisfaettoB  and  showing  manly  mud 
proper  resentment,  such  as  our  national  honor 
required,  our  Government  have  condescended  to 
put  apologies  into  their  mouths,  which  they  have 
disdained  to  offer  for  themselves.  When  our 
ships  were  burnt  by  French  cruisers  by  order  of 
the  Emperor,  against  all  law  moral  or  national, 
the  complaints  of  our  Government  were  exprosa 
ed  in  the  language  of  meekness.  They  merely 
suggested  to  the  French  Minister,  that  if  it  was 
necessary  to  burn  our  ships  to  prevent  the  fleets 
of  their  enemy  from  falling  in  with  them  and  ob- 
taining information,  (which  the  French  had  never 
intimated.)  that  it  was  the  ''most  distressing 
mode  in  which  belligerents  exercise  might  eon* 
trary  to  right."  While  our  Government  have 
been  very  sensitive  and  tremblingly  alive  to 
every  symptom  of  British  indeeornm,  and  by  a 
kind  of  second  sight  have  seen  it  where  it  did  noc 
exist ;  they  have  licked  the  dust  from  the  feet  of 
the  Emperor  of  the  French.  The  maxim  *^  the 
same  disposition  which  makes  one  insolent  to 
the  weak,  makes  him  abject  to  the  powerful,^ 
has  been  abundantly  verified  in  the  condact  of 
our  Qovernment  towards  the  two  great  bellig- 
erents. 

I  have  no  blind  prejudices  or  partialities  for 
the  English  nation.  My  feelings  are  purely 
American.  Englishmen  and  Frenchmen  when 
they  violate  the  rights  of  oor  country,  it  is  my 
wish  should  receive  the  same  measure  of  resist- 
ance. I  was  educated  in  Revolutionary  princi- 
ples, and  inhaled  with  my  first  breath  sooiething 
of  prejudice  against  the  people  with  which  we 
are  now  at  war.  It  does  not  enter  into  my  views 
to  show  that  our  enemies  are  right ;  it  is  trae  I 
feel  a  conviction  that  the  Government  of  oar 
country  is  wrong,  and  if  this  could  be  shown 
without  seeming  to  justify  our  enemy,  the  task 
to  me  would  be  less  unwelcome.  This  it  is  im- 
possible to  avoid.  It  is  a  despotism  of  principles, 
from  the  tyranny  of  which  no  one  who  attempts 
to  perform  what  I  feel  to  be  my  duty  to  do,  caa 
escape.  It  is  impossible  to  show  that  one  party 
to  a  controversy  is  wrong,  without  apparently 
showing  that  the  other  is  right  But  justiee  is 
justice,  and  right  is  right,  let  them  apply  against 
whom  they  will ;  aiia  he  must  be  a  miserable 
judge  who  decides  causes  according  to  parties, 
and  not  according  to  their  merits. 

Although  the  Orders  in  Council  are  out  of  the 
question,  having  been  revoked,  notice  given  to 
our  Government  and  an  armistice  proimed  bv 
our  enemy  before  hostilities  were  commenced, 
yet  such  have  been  the  allusions  to  them  as  evi- 
dencing a  disposition  on  the  part  of  our  enemy, 
wantonly  to  invade  oor  commercial  rights,  ana 
not  to  be  at  peace  with  us,  that  a  few  reoaarks 
upon  them  will  not  be  misapplied. 

The  enemy  did  not  consider  those  orders  as  an 
infraction  of  our  rights,  as  an  independent  nation. 
If  they  reasoned  incorrectly,  and  their  orders 
were  indefensible,  there  was  nothing  of  contempt 
or  intentional  wrong  in  their  conduct;  of  course 
nothing  to  excite  the  violence  of  passion,  or  that 
heat  which  arises  when  injury  is  coapled 
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ioinlt.    Injaries  oi'  this  kind  we  ha^e  often  re- 
ceiTed  from  the  Freocb,  and  tamely  sobmttied. 

At  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Berlin  de- 
crees, we  were  at  peace  with  Prussia,  Hamburg, 
and  Denmark,  and  our  merchants  were  carrying 
on  a  profitable  trade  with  them,  in  various  com- 
modities, some  of  which  were  of  the  growth  and 
manufacture  of  Great  Britain.   The  nations  then 
ranked  as  free  and  independent  nations,  and  the 
trade  which  we  then  carried  on  with  them  was 
lawful,  and  one  which  we  had  a  right  to  pursue. 
The  Emperor  of  France  or  any  other  Qovern- 
ment,  except  that  of  the  respective  countries 
above-mentiooed,  bad  a  right  to  interrupt  it. 
Bonaparte,  as  a  war  measure,  not  as  a  municipal 
regulation,  resolved  upon  the  destruction  of  tnis 
trade ;  and  by  means  of  a  military  force  com- 
pelled the  Governments  of  those  countries  to  dis- 
continue this  trade  with  us,  to  the  injurv  of  our 
merchants.    Had  Bonaparte  fitted  out  ships  and 
oaptured  American  property  on  the  high  seas, 
on  its  passage  to  those  countries,  if  it  were  ori- 
ginally of  British  growth  or  manufacture,  no  one 
would  have  contended  that  it  was  not  a  violation 
of  our  neutral  rights,  and  that  we  ought  not  to 
have  resented  it.    Where  is  the  difference  be- 
tween his  sending  a  force  upon  the  seas  to  cap- 
ture our  property  going  to  a  neutral  port,  and 
sending  an  army  by  land  to  do  the  same  thing  ? 
If  the  end  is  wroog  the  meanf*  used  to  effect  it 
cannot  make  it  right.    The  property  of  our  citi- 
zens captured  and  condemned,  under  the  Berlin 
decree,  greatly  exceeded  that  seized  under  the 
Orders  in  Council,  in  any  given  space  of  time. 

Many  months  before  the  Orders  in  Council 
were  pat  in  execution,  we  had  notice  from  the 
British  Government,  that  if  France  was  permit- 
ted with  impunity  to  interrunt  the  trade  be- 
tween neutrals,  that  she  would  by  way  of  retalia- 
tion interrupt  the  uade  of  neutrals  with  France. 
However,  whether  or  not  the  orders  were  a  just 
retaliation  upon  France,  and  could  be  inflicted 
through  the  sides  of  a  neutral,  is  of  no  import- 
ance, they  having  been  repealed  and  due  notice 
« given  to  our  Government.  With  reference  to 
the  temper  discovered  by  our  enemy,  I  thought 
it  pertinent  to  make  these  remarks. 

After  the  Orders  in  Council  were  revoked,  we 
had  no  just  cause  of  war,  even  against  our  enemy. 
The  complaints  of  impressment  did  not  furnish 
one,  when  war  was  declared.  That  injuries  had 
been  done  to  us  in  this  respect,  is  not  tp  oe  denied. 
But  that  they  are  of  the  magnitude  sugg^ested, 
there  is  no  pretence ;  an  exaggeration  without 
example^  has  been  the  effect  of  the  round  number 
calculation,  in  which  gentlemen  have  indulged. 
The  subject  does  not  admit  of  precise  certainty, 
88  to  the  number  of  our  seamen  taken  against 
their  will,  or  the  amount  of  our  injury.  But  the 
investigation,  which  one  of  my  honorable  col- 
leagues (Mr,  Tagoart)  has  made,  and  which  is 
before  the  public,  shows  that  it  is  a  mere  bagga- 
telle,  when  compared  with  the  representations 
of  gentlemen  of  the  majority :  even  within  the 
wafis  oif  this  House,  and  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate egregious  errors  have  been  committed.   The 


gentleman,  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  IiiosasoLL) 
has  attempted  to  ascertain  the  whole  number  of 
impressed  American  seamen,  by  comparing  the 
number  of  American  seamen  found  on  board  the 
Guerriere,  Java,  and  Peacock,  with  the  whole 
number  of  seamen  on  board  those  vessels,  and 
then  supppsing,  that  the  whole  number  of  im- 

Eressed  American  seamen  in  all  the  British  ships 
ears  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  number 
of  seamen  in  the  British  navy.  This  rule,  if 
rightly  executed,  would  be  uncertain  and  falla* 
cious.  But  the  gentleman  has  made  a  mistake 
of  upwards  of  nine  hundred  per  cent,  in  the  num- 
ber iound  on  board  the  Java.  He  has  assumed 
that  she  had  eleven,  whereas  she  had  but  one. 

The  investigation  of  this  subject  which  has 
taken  place  before  the  Legislature  of  Massachur 
setts,  to  aid  in  which  men  of  both  political  par- 
ties have  not  only  been  invited,  but  compelled  to 
give  information^  shows  that  the  evil  is  not  only 
small,  but  diminishing  daily. 

The  British  nation  claim  the  services  of  her 
subjects  in  time  of  war,  and  the  right  of  visiting 
neutral  merchant  ships,  and  taking  those  who 
have  withdrawn  from  her  support.  This  right, 
on  change  of  circumstances,  she  admits  to  exist 
in  our  Government,  and  it  is  certainly  claimed 
and  exercised  by  otner  belligerent  nations.  Her 
right  to  impress  even  her  own  subjects  has  been 
more  than  doubted  by  many  of  the  majority. 
That  the  power  of  compelling  the  subjects  and 
citizens  of  all  countries  to  contribute  their  ser- 
vices in  time  of  war  exists  in  some  department  of 
their  Government  cannot  be  questioned.  The 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  (In  the 
course  of  this  debate)  has  intimated,  that,  if  en- 
listing soldiers  failed,  eonscription  would  be  the 
next  resort. 

Though  it  is  admitted  that  this  power  exists  io 
our  oountry,  it  is  denied  that  it  appertains  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.    It  belonfln  to 
the  State  governments.    As  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  her  subjects,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  she, 
by  her  naval  officers,  cannot  compel  the  services 
of  her  subjects  found  on  the  high  seas,  as  well 
as  we  ours,  by  our  military  officers  found  on  land. 
If  she  has  a  right  to  the  services  of  her  subjects, 
they  have  no  right  to  withhold  them.    There 
cannot  be  right  against  right.    If  the  subject  has 
no  riffbt  to  withhold  his  services,  withdrawing 
from  his  country  and  entering  on  board  a  neutral 
ship  is  wrong,  and  to  exempt  him  from  serving 
bis  country  because  he  had  withdrawn,  would  be 
allowing  him  to  take  the  advantase  of  his  own 
wroog,  which  is  not  admissible.    But  it  is  said 
that  they  have  no  right  to  visit  our  merchant 
ships ;  that  a  ship  at  sea  is  an  extension  of  our 
territory.    This  principle  is  applicable  only  to 
national  ships.    The  argument  of  the  honorable 
Speaker  proves  too  much.    If  his  doctrine  is  cor- 
rect, that  a  neutral  merchant  ship  at  sea  is  an 
extension  of  her  territory^artides  contraband  oC 
war— enemy's  persons  and  property  may  be  car- 
ried without  interruption  ny  neutrals,  and  the 
law  of  nations  respecting  contraband  of  war* 
would  be  of  no  effect.    It  is  due  to  the  honor  ot 
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a  neatml  Datioo  to  suppose  tiuit  her  armed  ships, 
aailiDg  ander  her  aQthority,  will  not  Tioiate  hel- 
ligereot  rights,  and  supply  her  enemy  with  arti- 
eks  contrahand,  6Lt.  But  this  is  not  dae  to  her 
merchant  yessels.  The  right  to  visit  them  for 
the  purpose  of  searching  for  articles  eontrahand. 
for  enemy's  persons  and  enemy's  goods,  is  claimed 
and  exercised  by  all  belli|;erent  nations.  If  this 
,  doctrine  of  the  Speaker  is  correct,  it  follows,  of 
course,  that  free  ships  make  free  goods — a  posi- 
tion which  is  denied  bv  all  writers  of  respecta- 
bility on  international  law.  In  all  cases  where 
free  ships  make  free  goods,  is  the  rule  between 
nations,  it  is  the  effect  of  treaties  which  have 
changed  the  common  rule,  and  the  making  of 
which  shows  that  the  law  of  nations  is  other- 
wise. But  it  is  said  that,  if  they  visit  our  ships, 
they  will  take  not  only  their  own,  but  our  citi- 
zens. That  such  is  the  similaritr  of  language, 
manners,  d[^.,  that  it  is  impossible  to  discrimi- 
nate; and  because  they  cannot  exercise  their 
right  without  invading  ours,  they  must  abandon 
theirs.  Who  is  it  that  occasions  this  confusion 
of  characters  and  persons?  The  documents  which 
have  been  read  b^  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
to  show  the  magnitude  of  the  injur]r  and  the  de- 
termination to  compel  a  redress  in  President 
Washington's  time,  show  also  that  from  the  high 
wages  given,  and  other  lures,  British  seamen 
were  enticed  into  our  service.  No  means  of  pre- 
vention were  adopted  to  exclude  them  from  our 
vessels,  and  avoid  this  intermixture  of  persons, 
and  confusion  of  rights. 

What,  sir,  is  the  law  in  cases  analogous  1  We 
may  reason  from  small  things,  to  things  of  greater 
magnitude,  and  of  a  higher  nature.  Mjr  Kelings 
always  recoil  when  I  compare  men  with  prop- 
erty. I  am  in  the  habit  of  estimating  human 
ftesh  and  blood  quite  as  highly  as  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhodn,)  I  also  pre- 
fer the  person  of  a  man  to  a  bale  of  goods.  I 
consider  him  of  too  high  a  nature  to  be  placed 
on  a  level  with  property. 

If  A  has  an  indeanite  quantity  of  anj  commo- 
dity, which  has  no  ear  marks  or  distinguishing 
features,  and  B  has  also  an  indefinite  quantity  of 
the  same  commodity—and  B  intermixes  his  with 
A's,  the  consequences  are  that  B  incurs  a  forfeit- 
Ufe  of  his  right.  He  who  creates  the  confusion 
of  rights  forfeits  his  right.  I  do  not  mean  to  be 
understood,  that  as  we  suffer  their  men  to  come 
on  board  our  ships,  and  confusion  arises,  that 
therefore  they  have  a  right  to  take  and  hold,  not 
only  their  subjects  but  our  citizens.  But  cer- 
tainly, as  we  are  the  cause  of  the  confusion,  it 
does  not  seem  warrantable  to  conclude  that  they 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  take  even  their  own. 

The  right  to  take  from  Amercan  merchantmen 
native  American  citizeaSf  or  the  citizens  or  sub- 
joets  of  any  other  country,  whether  naturalized 
in  America  or  not,  is  not  claimed  by  the  British, 
and  whenever  they  are  taken  by  mistake  they  are 
discharged  as  soon  as  the  mistake  is  discovered ; 
and  our  Qovemment  have  been  invited,  again 
and  again,  to  furnish  information,  that  justice 

'  '    be  done.    In  point  of  priaeiple  there  is  no 


controversv  between  us,  excepting  as  to  her  sub- 
jects whicn  have  been  naturalized  in  America. 
A  right  to  their  services  she  claims  in  virtue  of 
their  native  allegiance,  which  she  contends  they 
owe  her,  and  cannot  throw  off  without  hir 
consent. 

Upon  this  point  the  British  (Government  and 
our  own  are  at  issue ;  and  upon  the  groimd  of 
reason  and  authority,  in  my  mind,  it  is  against 
us.  But  if  it  were  not,  I  ask  gentlemen  of  the 
msjority,  who  seem  to  be  so  sensitive  on  this  sub- 
ject, if  there  is  any  justification  for  involving  our 
country  in  war,  in  the  state  in  which  we  were^ 
for  this  class  of  citizens — when  the  consequences 
are,  that  native  American  citizens,  who  are  bone 
of  our  bone  and  fiesh  of  our  flesh,  cannot  be  pro- 
tected. What  is  the  President's  answer  to  the 
native  American  citizens  of  North  Carolina  and 
Maryland,  the  fathers  and  mothers,  the  brothers 
and  sisters,  the  wives  and  children,  who  suppli- 
cate protection  of  our  (Government  for  themselves 
in  the  houses  in  which  they  were  boni.  and  oa 
the  soil  on  which  they  and  their  ancestors  have  im- 
memorially  inhabited — *^  we  cannot  protect  you." 

Wh  V  not  give  this  answer  to  the  new-bom  citi- 
zens or  our  country,  or  even  to  native  citizena 
who  are  not  content  to  share  in  the  milk  and 
honey  of  our  land  at  home,  but  ask  protection  on 
the  highway  of  nations  ?  Would  not  the  answer 
to  the  citizens,  ^  we  cannot  protect  you,"  be  em- 
phatiealiy  true,  more  so  than  the  answer  to  the 
good  people  or  North  Carolina  and  Bfarylaad ; 
and  could  not  honorable  pride  more  easilv  submit 
to  give  it?  Great  sensibility  is  discovered  by  gen* 
tlemen  in  this  debate  for  the  sufferings  of  our  nat- 
uralized citizens,  and  it  has  often  Men  repeated 
that  (Government  dare  not  refuse  to  protect  them. 
Manv  loftjr  high-sounding  expressions  concern- 
ing tneir  rights,  and  what  is  due  to  our  national 
honor,  have  been  repeated  a^ia  and  again.  Sir, 
humiliating  as  the  thought  is,  in  the  present  state 
of  our  navy  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  (Gorera- 
ment  to  protect  our  naturalized  citizens  oo  the 
ocean.  In  attempting  it  we  take  the  children^ 
bread,  and  give  it  to  strangers. 

This  class  of  citizens  have  no  claim  upon  out 
(Government  for  protection  on  the  hiffh  seas, 
against  their  native  country.  We  took  them. 
subject  to  her  claim  of  alle^ance,  and  are  bound 
to  protect  them  on  the  high  seas  only  against 
others  than  their  own  country.  By  naturalizing 
them  no  such  duty  devolves  on  our  country.  As 
well  might  a  man  who  had  mortgaged  his  estate 
and  then  conveying  it,  free  of  alt  encumbrances, 
complain  of  his  grantee  for  not  paying  the  debt, 
to  secure  which  it  was  oonveyed  in  mortgage. 
The  forms  of  our  naturalization  law  lead  to  no 
disclosure  of  the  circumstances  under  which  a 
citizen,  who  offers  himself  for  naturalizatiott, 
leaves  his  own  country;  whether  or  not  he  is 
banished,  and  discharged  of  all  obligations  of  al- 
legiance, does  not  appear.  The  pride  of  men  who 
sa^  to  native  citizens  we  cannot  protect  you,  and 
with  swelling  importance  rush  into  a  hopelesi 
war  for  the  protection  of  naturalized  ones,  is 
contemptible. 
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That  allegiaa^fi  is  natnral  aed  iwiTersftl,  in  mj 
miad,  is  supported  by  reauoD  and  authority.  On 
ibis  subject  the  great  flaropean  natioos  aeeord. 
Ib  oar  eoantry  it  has  beeo  decided  that  aliegianee 
ia  |)erpetoal,  by  the  hiffhest  jadicial  tribanal,  and 
in  times  when  the  pabTic  mind  was  less  agitated 
than  at  present.  All  the  purposes  for  which  a 
man,  by  the  writers  on  the  law  of  nations,  may 
emigrate  to  another  country,  may  be  accomplish- 
ed without  his  throwing  off  his  allegiance,  and, 
in  any  event,  making  war  against  his  own.  By 
emigration,  and  being  domiciled  in  a  new  coun- 
try, a  person  mav  place  himself  in  such  a  situa- 
tion as  to  incur  oouUe  or  inconsistent  duties ;  but 
if  be,  thus  situated,  inenrs  any  penalties,  he  is  a 
subieet  for  mercy,  but  it  does  not  alter  the  law. 

But,  sir,  if  the  British  impressing  her  subjects, 
who  have  been  naturalized,  is  a  cause  of  war,  can 
It  be  just,  as  it  respects  our  own  country,  that  ten 
of  our  native  citizens  should  be  sacrificed  in  try- 
ing to  defend  one  of  them?  We  have  already  lost 
in  a  much  greater  proportion.  If  an  answer  could 
be  rightly  given  in  the  affirmative,  I  sav,  to  obtain 

i'uatieeby  nccotiation  had  not  been  folly  andlair- 
y  tried.  1  shall  not  wade  through  an  ocean  of 
doetiments  to  show  what  does  not  exisL  by  show- 
ing what  does.  Any  person  who  will  take  the 
trouble  to  read  the  letter  from  Lord  Granville  to 
Mr.  King,  of  the  7th  of  March,  1797,  the  instruc- 
tions of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  Mr.  Monroe,  of  the  5th 
of  Janoaryi  1804,  and  of  Mr.  Madison  to  Messrs. 
Monroe  and  Pinkney,  of  May  17th,  1806,  and  the 
correspondence  between  Monroe  and  Piaknev 
and  the  British  Commissioners,  and  examine  all 
the  other  documents  in  the  Bzecutive  Depart- 
ment for  twenty  years  past,  will  find  that  a  con- 
stant eArt  has  been  made,  on  the  part  of  our 
enemy,  to  aiyust  all  difficulties  respecting  im- 
pressment, upon  terms  consistent  with  her  pre- 
serving the  control  of  her  citizens  without  dis- 
tressing ours^  and  that  sueH  terms  have  never  been 
oiered  or  yielded  to  them  by  our  Government. 
Impressment  was  not  a  cause  of  war  when  it  was 
declared.  The  mischief  existed  in  a  much  f^ater 
degree  during  the  Administration  of  Washington. 
It  was  considered  by  him  as  an  evil  of  a  nature 
not  lo  be  remedied  by  war.  Surely  no  man  bet- 
ter knew  what  vras  due  to  the  honor  or  interest 
of  his  nation  than  the  Father  of  hia  Coonuy,  or 
was  more  ready  to  assert  her  claims.  Since  the 
rejeetion  of  the  treaty  made  by  Monrteand  Pink- 
ney, no  attempt  has  been  made  to  effect  an  ar- 
mnffement  respecting  impressment.  In  the  treaty 
with  Mr.  Erskine  it  was  not  noticed,  and  in  the 
communication  from  our  Secretary  of  Stnte  to  Mr. 
Adams,  after  war  was  declared^  it  is  not  mention- 
ed. Is  it  possible  that  Government  can  now  se- 
riously declare  that  a  cause  of  such  a  nature, 
which  has  slept  so  longi  and  not  even  been  the 
subject  of  negotiation,  was  a  justifiable  cause  of 
declaring  war  when  we  made  the  declaration  ? 
Sorely  a  Government  which,  with  such  an  extent 
of  defenceless  seacoast ;  with  such  an  amount  of 
property  on  the  ocean  unprotected  j  with  conflict- 
ing opinions  among  its  citizens,  would  declare 
war  against  a  nation  which  bad  the  meaos  of  an- 


noying us  in  the  highest  degree,  must  have  a 
great  avidity  for  shedding  human  blood,  and  must 
expect  the  curses  and  execrations  of  their  suffer- 
ing country.  The  blood  of  thousands  cries  to 
Heaven  for  vengeance  against  them.  No  men 
ever  more  wanted  what  the  celebrated  Valdesso 
said — "All  military  men  need  a  time  for  sober  re- 
Aection  before  their  death"— than  those  who  in- 
volved this  once  happy  country  in  war. 

The  feelioj[s  which  gentlemen  of  the  majority 
discover,  as  it  respects  war,  in  my  mind,  do  no 
credit  to  their  hearts.  To  obtain  any  object  by 
negotiation,  and  in  a  manner  which  ought  to  flat- 
ter the  pride  and  honor  of  our  country,  does  not 
seem  to  afford  them  any  pleasure.  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.lNUBROOLL,)  when 
endeavoring  to  support  the  position,  that  taking 
high  grouad,  as  it  respected  England,  was  the 
way  to  bring  her  to  our  feet,  referred  to  the  set- 
tlement of  the  affitir  of  the  Chesapeake.  He  spoke 
of  that  proud  nation  as  having  been  brought  to  hum* 
ble  herself  before  us,  by  spirited  measures  on  our 
parL  In  another  part  of  the  same  address  to  this 
Committee,  instead  of  rejoicing  at  this  event,  he 
deeply  regretted  that  Congress  had  not  then  been 
in  session,  that  war  might  have  been  instantly  de- 
clared. The  habit  of  our  nation  was  then  fever- 
ish ;  her  pulse  then  beat  high,  and  he  seemed  to 
think  we  should  then  have  fought  with  spirit. 
Can  any  gentleman  wish  to  obtain  by  the  swoid 
what  can  be  secured  by  negotiation  7  I  desire  to 
thank  my  God  that  he  has  not  yet  suffered  sneJi 
feelings  geoerally  to  pervade  the  hearts  of  my 
countrymen. 

If  we  had  just  cause  of  war,  and  negotiation  hid 
been  exhausted,  the  invasion  of  Canada  is  inhu- 
Bian  and  barbarous :  if  successful,  it  has  no  tea- 
deney  to  put  us  in  possession  of  our  violated 
rights,  oreompensate  us  for  our  wrongs.  The 
mischief  which  is  done  to  the  Canadians  is  mere- 
ly gratuitous ;  as  much  as  the  destruction  of  the 
property  of  a  humble  individual.  The  unoffenA- 
vB^g  Canadians  do  not  stand  between  us  and  our 
rights.  Where  a  Government  places  its  citisens 
or  subjects  in  that  situation,  the  injured  country 
must  cut  its  way  through  them  to  t)ie  object  to 
which  it  has  a  rightful  claim.  If  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, by  means  of  armed  ships,  invade  our  com- 
mercial rights,  we  are  justified  in  destroying  then, 
and  the  blood  of  her  subjects  will  be  on  the  heads  ot 
those  who  administer  their  Governinent.  Their 
destruction  can  be  justified,  because  it  is  necessa- 
ry to  the  atuinment  of  a  rightful  object.  This 
cannot  be  said  as  it  respects  the  invasion  of  Can- 
ada. Even  misrepresentation  has  not  chamd 
the  innocent  Canadians  with  indulging  any  feel- 
ings inimical  to  us.  until  acts  of  outrage  were 
committed  against  tnem.  All  the  wroncs  which 
it  is  pretended  we  have  received,  result  from  the 
acts  o£  the  Government  to  which  they  are  sub- 
ject, and  in  whose  councils  they  have  no  voice. 
Foul,  indeed,  must  be  the  robes  of  the  magistrates 
of  a  country,  to  justify  washing  them  in  the  blood 
of  its  innocent  subjects.  The  invasion  of  Cauada 
18  like  stcnrming  an  infirmary ;  the  vanquished  will 
be  a  present  plague  and  fuiure  expense.    Sup- 
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pose  the  Ca&adas  should  be  taken-^wiH  it  do  us 
snj  good,  or  our  enemies  any  hurt?  If  they  are 
to  oecome  a  compouent  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  be  admitted  to  ail  tne  pririieges  of  freemen, 
we  shall  then  hare  a  motley  mixture  of  citizens, 
ignorant  of  their  rishts  and  of  their  duties,  added 
to  a  population  a^eady  too  heterogeneous.  If 
they  are  held  as  a  conquered  province,  and  con- 
sidered as  a  colony,  an  armed  force  must  be  main- 
tained  to  keep  them  in  order;  at  the  head  of 
which  some  future  Cesar,  or  present  Bonaparte, 
may  oTerrarn  the  government  of  our  country. 

The  honorable  Speaker  is  impressed,  that  the 
pride  of  England  sets  a  value  upon  these  posses- 
sions, and  that  the  brilliant  pages  of  her  history 
will  be  tarnished  by  their  loss;  and  that  the 
memory  of  Wolfe,  and  his  splendid  victory  over 
Montcalm,  cannot,  after  these  possessions  are  gone 
from  her,  he  had  in  remembrance  by  the  English 
nation  with  pleasure.  These  circumstances  may 
make  the  purchase  dear  to  us,  but  give  the  pos- 
aession,  when  obtained,  no  additional  value.  If 
it  has  an  artificial  value  to  our  enemy,  it  will  be 
lost  in  our  hands.  Besides,  can  it  be  believed 
that  Great  Britain  would  sacrifice  her  maritime 
rights,  or  any  principle  which  enables  her  to 
maintain  them,  to  regain  the  possession  of  the 
Canadas,  which  have  ever  been  an  expense  to 
her  t  Is  it  in  man  to  believe  that  she  would  make 
a  peace  and  cede  the  Canadas.  and  leave  us  in 
possession  of  the  fisheries,  which  were  secured  to 
us  by  the  treaty  of  peace  ?  The  fisheries  are  of 
more  importance  to  the  United  States  than  all 
the  land  between  the  Lakes  and  the  North  Pole. 
The  wealth  of  the  deep  is  inexhaustible.  Pish- 
ing vessels  are  the  cradles  in  which  our  most  ex- 
perienced seamen  are  rocked.  But  for  them,  in- 
stead of  triumphing  in  the  successes  of  our  naval 
heroe^  and  passing  resolutions  of  immortality  to 
their  memories,  we  might  now  have  been  mourn- 
ing at  their  defeat,  and  weeping  over  their  faded 
laurels. 

But,  sir,  is  the  conquest  of  Canada  to  be  effect- 
ed ?  One  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina (Mr.  Calhoun)  has  told  us,  when  attempt- 
ing to  show  that  British  power  is  less  now  than 
when  struggling  for  existence  and  the  freedom  of 
the  world,  that  it  is  not  bone,  and  sinew,  and 
muscle,  that  nerves  the  arm  and  makes  powerful, 
but  that  it  is  motive  and  vigor  of  feeling  which 
does  it.  Another  honorable  gentleman  (the 
Spbaker)  has  said,  that  British  pride  sets  a  high 
▼aiue  on  the  Canadas.  No  honorable  gentleman 
will  say  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  respects  the  conquest  of  Canada,  feel  the  oper- 
ations of  the  motives  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  constitute  power, 
when  the  States  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  most 
powerful  province  will  not  move  a  finger  to  effect 
It,  but  reprobate  the  attempt  in  others.  In  this 
situation,  what  prospect  can  even  these  gentlemen 
have  of  obtaining  the  object  of  the  war — the  con- 
quest of  Canada  ? 

A  gentleman  from  Vermont  presses  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war  for  the  conquest  of  the  provin- 
ces, because  it  will  be  convenient  to  us  to  possess 


them,  we  now  having  too  extensive  a  frontier. 
Is  there  no  such  thing,  in  the  estimation  of  tbcC 
gentleman,  as  national  morality  or  national  jus- 
tice? Are  the  rights  of  one  nation  to  be  meas- 
ured by  the  wishes  or  wants  of  another?  The 
gentleman's  farm  may  be  locked  in  by  the  lands 
of  his  neighbor,  and  he  may  want  them,  but  this 
will  hardly  justify  him,  in  foro  comdentutj  in 
seizing  them  by  force. 

Believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  invading  of  Canada 
is  wrong.  I  cannot  voluntarily  aid  in  the  unjust 
attempt  to  take  it.  If  I  were  to  give  my  vote  for 
any  measure,  the  object  of  which  is  to  effectuate 
that  end,  I  should  offend  against  the  present  gen- 
eration, posterity,  my  country,  and  my  God. 
Considering  the  invasion  as  immoral,  whether  or 
not  it  has  been  unskilfully  prosecuted  will  make 
no  difference  to  me  as  to  votinj^  supplies.  If  the 
end  is  wrong,  a  skilful  application  of  means  to  ef- 
fect it  will  not  make  it  right. 

On  the  subject  of  a  Navy  for  the  general  por- 
poses  of  the  nation,  with  no  reference  to  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and 
as  to  the  a]>propriations  which  we  ouffht  to  afford 
the  Administration  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
navy.  I  totally  disagree  with  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Porrsn.)  He 
seems  to  be  impressed,  that  the  only  way  to  pre- 
vent all  Gh)vemments  from  engaging  in  war,  is  to 
deny  them  all  the  means  of  building  ships,  or 
making  any  preparation  for  it.  In  this,  however 
much  I  generally  value  and  respect  his  opinions, 
I  think  he  is  quite  erroneous.  A  Government 
thus  sparingly  provided  for,  could  do  no  more 

good  to  the  people  than  a  blind  man  in  an  empty 
ouse. 

A  naval  force  is  our  proper  defence.  If  our  lih- 
erties  are  to  be  preserved,  and  our  commerce  and 
common  country  defended,  we  mnst  have  one — 
it  is  indispensable.  With  such  an  extended  sea- 
coast  a  million  of  soldiers  could  not  guard  as  at 
all  points.  American  valor  cannot  operate  where 
it  is  not.  A  foreign  nation,  predominant  at 
sea,  could  apply  their  force  wherever  we  had 
none.  The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee. (Mr.  Grunot,)  as  to  making  the  wnr 
purely  defensive  on  our  inland  frontier,  apply 
with  double  force  as  to  our  seaboard. 

Our  navy  ought  to  be  of  such  magnitude,  as  to 
make  it  an  item  in  the  accounts  and  const^m- 
tions  of  the  maritime  Powers  of  Burooe.  Bnt  to 
secure  us  respect  on  the  ocean  from  all  nations,  it 
is  not  necessary  that  our  naval  force  should  be 
competent  to  cope  with  any  one  important  En- 
ropean  Power.  Suppose  Kn^land  and  France 
were  at  war,  each  having  their  five  hundred^  or 
any  other  number  of  ships  of  war,  and  the  United 
States  with  only  fifty ;  if  our  rights  were  invaded 
by  England  the  consequence  would  be,  that  oar 
weight  would  be  thrown  in  the  scale  •  of  her  ene- 
my, and  there  would  be  five  hundred  and  fifty 
against  five  hundred.  If  France  should  trespass 
against  us,  our  naval  power  would  co-operate 
with  England,  and  the  like  inequality  would  be 
produced  against  France.  So  that,  though  their 
several  force  would  greatly  exceed  ours,  yet  each 
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Mliferrat,  hayiog  a  view  to  the  force  of  their 
enemjr  ts  well  as  to  oars,  would  find  it  for  their 
seeonty  to  respect  oar  rights.  Bat,  if  oar  na^al 
force  is  so  cootemptible  as  to  make  as  of  no  con- 
sideration in  the  estimation  of  European  nations, 
we  shall  erer  be  subject  to  their  rapme  and  plun- 
der, as  often  as  the f  are  belligerent  and  we  neutral. 

"  Free  trade  and  sailors'  rights''  are  the  order 
of  the  day,  at  Coart  and  in  the  coantry;  and  gen- 
tlemen are  so  delighted  with  the  sound,  that  they 
pay  little  regard  to  the  substance.  They  seem 
to  have  taken  for  their  maxim,  as  it  respects  sail- 
ors' rights,  "all  for  lore  and  the  world  well  lost." 

After  the  rcToeation  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
oar  commerce  was  under  no  restrictions  from  the 
British,  excepting  those  which  the  rights  of  bel- 
ligerents, by  the  law  of  nations,  impose  upon  nea- 
traU.  We  bare  been  for  so  long  a  time  at  peace, 
while  the  European  nations  have  been  at  war, 
that  we  seem  to  have  forgotten  that  belligerents 
have  any  rights.  But^  however  hij^h  we  may 
hold  oar  neutral  rights,  it  is  to  be  considered,  when 
they  are  put  in  practice,  they  must  admit  some 
temperament  ana  amicable  compromise  with  the 
rights  of  others.  Should  it  be  our  misfortune  to 
coBtiooe  in  war,  I  think  we  shall  be  found  to 
claim  and  exercise  belligerent  rights  in  as  high  a 
degree  as  any  nation  on  earth.  Already  have  our 
coarts  gone  farther,  in  condemning  property  as  a 
prize  of  war,  than  any  of  the  decisions  of  Bir 
William  Scott. 

That  free  ships  make  free  goods,  or  that  the 
flag  covers  all  which  sails  under  it,  is  not  the  doc- 
trine of  the  law  of  nations,  and,  to  have  it  so  set- 
tled,  is  not  less  against  our  interest  than  against 
the  principles  of  international  law.  If  a  gentle- 
man who  has  his  home,  futt  on  the  mountain 
wave,  but  on  the  mountains  themselves,  had  con- 
tend«l  that  this  was,  or  ousht  to  be,  tne  law  of 
nations,  I  should  not  have  Men  much  surprised. 
But  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Ikobbsoll,)  who  resides  in  one  of  the  most  flour- 
ishing commercial  cities  in  the  United  States,  and 
who  every  day  most  behold  the  abundant  fruits 
of  the  principle,  that  free  ships  do  not  make  free 
coods,  should  contend  for  it,  is  to  me  truly  aston- 
ishing. Situated  as  we  are,  a  world  by  ourselves, 
naturally,  and  under  a  wise  Administration  might 
be  so  politically,  the  mercantile  nations  of  £u- 
iop(D  will  probably  be  at  war  ten  years  while  we 
shall  be  but  one.  If  free  ships  made  free  goods, 
the  merchants  of  European  belligerent  nations 
would  parsue  their  foreign  commerce  with  their 
osual  profits,  only  paying  freight  to  a  neutral  car- 
rier. In  the  business  of  carrying,  we  should  have 
for  rivals  nations  in  Europe,  who,  from  the  lower 
wages  of  their  seamen  and  cheaper  subsistence, 
would  underwork  us.  But  if  free  ships  do  not 
make  free  goods,  the  consequence  is,  that  the  bel- 
ligerent owner  cannot  ship  his  goods  on  his  own 
account,  but  is  obliged  to  sell  to  a  neutral,  who 
aecores  not  only  the  freight  but  the  mercantile 
profit.  In  our  country  a  great  commercial  cap- 
ital is  employed  in  foreign  commerce,  while  those 
nations  who  have  been  our  rivals  in  the  carrying 
trade,  in  the  existing  war  between  England  and 


France,  and  probably  will  be  in  future  wars,  have 
little  or  none.  Our  merchants,  as  purchasers, 
having  annihilated  their  rivals,  have  secured  not 
only  the  mercantile  profits  but  the  profit  of  carry- 
ing. Immense  wealth  in  our  country  is  the  fruit 
of  the  principle,  that  free  ships  do  not  make  free 
goods.  And  if  we  must  go  to  war,  the  interest 
of  our  country  requires  that  we  should  fip;ht  in 
support  of  this  principle,  rather  than  to  efiect  an 
alteration. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  contends 
that  the  laws  of  nations  must  be  altered  ;  that 
articles  contraband  must  be  diminished,  and  the 
right  of  searching  for  enemies'  goods  limited  and 
restrained  ;  and  that  neither  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  nor  any  future  President,  oaght  to 
make  peace  until  these  changes  are  effected.  Sir, 
is  it  for  the  interest  of  our  country  that  these  al- 
terations in  the  laws  of  nations  should  take  place  ? 
In  my  mind  it  is  not.  But  if  it  were,  is  it  in  our 
power  to  effect  them  ?  Can  we  with  our  armed 
ships,  so  few  in  number  that  thev  cannot  with  all 
their  heroism  and  valor  defena  our  own  ports, 
enforce  a  change  in  the  law  of  nations,  ana  give 
a  new  oode  to  the  world?  No,  sir,  there  is  some- 
thing in  this  proposition  beyond  the  dreams  of 
madness. 

Sir,  I  am  one  of  those  who  never  believed  the 
causes  alleged,  to  be  the  real  causes  of  the  war  be- 
injf  declared.  It  is  not  in  man  to  control  his 
faith.  We  cannot  believe  without  evidence,  nor 
disbelieve  against  it.  It  is  not  to  be  believed  that 
war  for  the  protection  of  commerce  and  sailors' 
riffhts  could  be  enforced  upon  the  nation  by  those 
who  are  not  merchants,  nor  sailors,  nor  their  re- 
lations, nor  connexions,  against  the  prayers  and 
entreaties  of  those  who  are.  Nature  has  not 
changed,  nor  fathers  and  mothers  in  the  Eastern 
States,  *<  monsters  proved."  Miracles,  or  at  least 
something  more  than  the  declaration  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  will  be  necessary 
to  establish  this  to  be  the  fact.  This  gentleman, 
in  the  abundance  of  his  candor  and  decent  respect 
for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Eastern  States,  sap- 
poses  that  such  outrages  have  been  committed 
against  the  rights  of  saUors,  as  [to  furnish  jost 
cause  of  war,  and  that  they  are  by  the  operation  of 
party  spirit  so  duped  and  blinded  as  to  be  insen- 
sible to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  the  suffer- 
ings of  their  brethren  and  kindred.  This  gentle- 
man woold  do  well  to  pause  and  consider  how 
far  party  feelings  have  affiected  himself. 

They  respect  human  flesh  and  blood,  and  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  men,  as  highly  as  any  mem* 
her  in  this  House,  and  they  will  not  condescend 
to  take  lessons  in  humanity  from  the  people  of 
any  State  in  the  Union. 

The  people  of  Massachusetu  are  not  the  inferiors 
of  those  of  the  State  which  the  ffentieman  has 
the  honor  to  represent,  in  the  public  or  private 
virtues ;  nor  in  the  knowledge  of  the  true  inte- 
rest of  their  country,  foreign  or  domestic  y  nor  in 
the  proofs  they  have  given  of  zeal  and  industry 
in  its  service;  nor  in  any  particular  which  calls 
for  and  obtains  the  just  considerations  of  the  hu- 
mane and  enlightened. 
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There  are  but  three  propositioBs  upon  whrch  I 
can  accoQDt  for  war  being  declared  oj  our  Goy- 
ernment  against  England  at  the  time  when  it 
took  place;  each  of  which  carry  terror  to  our 
country,  according  to  the  views  which  I  hare  of 
its  interests. 

1st.  That  the  Emperor  of  France  had  an  as- 
cendencjT  in  the  councils  of  onr  nation  from  the 
fears  which  he  excited,  or  the  hopes  he  inspired. 

2d.  That  the  views  and  designs  of  the  Admin- 
istration were  to  destroy  the  commerce  of  the 
country,  and  make  ns  purely  an  agricnltural and 
manufacturing  people. 

3d.  That  it  was  intended  by  the  Administra- 
tion to  change  the  form  of  our  Government. 

In  adducing  the  facts  and  evidence  which  ope- 
rate on  my  mind,  in  favor  of  each  snpposition,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  avoid  repeating  that  which  has 
been  laid  before  the  Committee,  and  remarked 
upon  by  those  who  have  preceded  me  in  this  de- 
bate, and  shall  advert  to  such  auxiliary  proofs 
only  as  have  occurred  to  me,  and  not  been  noticed 
by  others. 

Tiie  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  in  the  remarks  which  he  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee,  made  frequent  allusions 
to  the  late  President,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  to  his  ac- 
tions and  opinions,  and  those  of  others,  concern- 
ing liim.  It  cannot  therefore  be  amits  if  I  avail 
myself  of  his  example. 

1  have  long  considered  that  gentleman  as  the 
champion  of  anti-Federalism  and  Democracy,  a« 
the  mainsprins[  and  soul  of  the  party  which  now 
direct  the  destinies  of  our  country.  It  is  a  fact 
well  known,  that  he  long  since  predicted  the  pre- 
dominance of  French  power,  and  the  overthrow 
of  Eoffland.  England,  it  has'been  thought,  could 
do  linie  more  than  '^gather  up  her  garments,  that 
•he  inight  fall  with  decency." 

With  such  impressions  the  hope  might  have 
been  indulged,  though  I  think  it  would  have 

g roved  vain,  that  French  favors  might  be  secured 
y  subserviency  to  French  power.  To  me,  sir, 
the  effects  of  French  influence  have  been  as  visi- 
ble in  the  measures  of  our  Government,  since  the 
commencement  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Presidency,  as 
though  they  were  written  in  sunbeams.  A  few 
facts  inaddition  to  chose  which  have  been  men- 
tioned by  other  gentlemen,  as  evidence  of  French 
influence,  will  m  suggested  without  much  am- 
plification or  comment.  After  the  commence- 
ment of  the  French  Revolution,  the  Government 
of  France  proclaimed  the  right  of  self*govern- 
ment  to  exist  in  the  people  of  all  countries;  and 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Domingo  were  declared  to 
be  free.  In  1806,  the  merehants  of  our  coontrv 
carried  on  a  profitable  commerce  with  that  island, 
as  they  might  lawfully  do.  Bonaparte  then 
wanted  '*  ships,  colonies,  and  commerce,"  and  de- 
clared that  a  rebellion  existed,  because  they  re- 
fused to  submit  to  his  power.  Our  Administra- 
tion, finding  the  people  of  St.  Domingo  in  full 
possession  and  exercise  of  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment, had  a  right  to  carry  on  commerce  with 
them  without  asking  permission  of  the  Emperor 
of  France,  or  any  other  Power. 


A  rap  from  the  French  Miniater  procored  the 
passing  of  an  act  prohibiting  this  commerce,  m» 
promptly  as  a  rap  on  yoar  table  calls  this  Hovse 
to  order.  In  1801-'2,  when  the  Spaniards  were 
in  alliance  with  the  Emperor  or  France,  tlM 
dopes  of  his  artifices  and  the  inttruments  of  his 
power.  New  Orleans,  to  which  as  a  place  of  de- 
posiie  we  had  a  right  by  treaty,  was  occluded  by 
them,  and  we  were  deprived  of  this  right  to  our 
great  injury.  Spoliations  npon  our  eommeree  to 
a  great  amount,  previously  to  this  time,  ^id  be« 
committed  by  the  Spaniards  and  compenaatioB 
had  been  demanded  and  retosed.  It  is  a  faec 
which  has  frequently  been  allnded  to  by  the  ma- 
jority in  our  debates,  and  not  denied  br  me  to  be 
true,  that  gentlemen  prominent  in  the  Fedenl 
party  were  for  doin^  onr  country  forcible  jostiea. 
They  were  for  seizing  New  Orleans,  and  repo»- 
sessing  themselves  of  rights  of  which,  in  violackMi 
of  good' faith,  they  had  been  depri?ed.  Upon 
this  occasion  the  Demostbenean  eloquenee  ai  a 
Morris  was  exerted  with  great  force,  in  the  foat 
branch  of  our  Legislature,  to  excite  them  lo  t»> 
dicate  and  enforce  our  rights,  but  without  effaec 
We  were  then  told  that  it  was  anti-RepaUkan, 
and  against  the  genius  of  our  Governme&t,  to  go 
to  war  for  foreijgn  conqoest ;  that  no  coasidert- 
tion  ought  to  induce  the  United  States  to  m  to 
war  for  fifty  years.  The  voice  of  c<Nii^int 
from  onr  injured  citizens  was  heard  by  oor  Gov- 
ernment, but  not  regarded.  The  Spaniards  were 
then  the  allies  of  the  French ;  Spanish  insnlts 
and  injuries  were  submitted  to  with  tameneas. 
Since  the  Spaniards  commenced  their  strtt^^ie 
to  rescue  their  country  from  the  French  bondagv, 
what  has  been  the  conduct  of  our  Government? 
It  has  been  reversed.  Instead  of  manifesting  that 
sympathy  which  ought  to  have  been  excited  far 
a  people  who  were  anaong  the  first  to  acknew^ 
leoge  our  independence,  and  who  were  struggling 
for  their  own,  onr  Government  assumed  a  hoacAe 
attitude.  The  Minister  of  Spain,  Mr.  Onii^  was 
not  accredited. 

The  policy  of  oar  Government  towards  Spaia, 
as  it  respects  her  American  possessiona,  let  the 
members  of  the  twelfth  Congress  explain  whait 
the  world  does  not  already  know.  In  a  conieat 
like  that  between  France  and  Spain,  every  nmk 
of  sentiment  most  be  a  psrt^r  with  the  latter.  To 
me  it  is  not  a  subject  of  indifference  whether 
Spain  is  governed  by  the  monarch  of  her  choice^ 
or  b^  a  mere  puppet  of  a  Bang,  who  will  aiwaya 
act  m  conformity  to  the  views  of  the  tyrant  of 
Europe,  the  chief  juggler  behind  the  curtain. 
The  sentiments  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Forsttb)  upon  this  subject,  in  my  mind, 
are  not  only  very  incorrect,  but  highly  refNrehen- 
sible. 

The  coincidence  of  the  measures  of  oar  Gov- 
ernment and  those  of  France,  for  many  years  past, 
must  have  been  the  effect  of  design  and  not  of 
accident.  Our  embargo  aad  non-intercourse  laws 
have  comported  exactly  with  the  French  Conti- 
nental system.  Whatever  has  been  prophesied  in 
France  has  come  to  pass  here.  The  footsteps  of 
Bonaparte  have  been  visible  in  all  the  paths  of 
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oor  Govern loeDt.  The  acts  of  insotenee  oa  the 
part  of  France,  and  sabmisston  on  the  part  of  our 
Administration,  are  without  number. 

The  Emperor  of  the  French  assumed  the  right 
of  interfering  in  our  municipal  regulations,  and 
in  the  details  of  acts  passed  by*  the  Legislature  of 
our  nation.  Mr.  Barlow,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  of  the  16th  of  March,  1812,  says : 

"  The  Emperor  did  not  like  the  bill  we  hs^e  seen 
before  Congress,  for  sdmittlng  English  goods  con- 
tracted for  before  the  non-importation  kw  went  into 
operation.  I  was  questioned  bjr  the  Duke  of  Bsssano 
on  the  bill,  with  a  good  deal  of  point,  when  it  first  ap- 
peared ;  and  I  gaye  such  dear  and  decided  explana- 
tions as  I  thought,  at  that  time,  would  ramoTo  idl  un- 
eaamess.  But  I  have  anoe  heard  that  the  Emperor 
is  not  weU  pleased.  If  Congnm  l»d  applied  its  re- 
lieving hand  to  indiTidual  cases  enlj,  and  on  personal 
petitions,  it  woidd  haye  excited  no  suspicions. 

The  oondoet  of  Mr.  Barlow,  while  Minister  in 
France,  was  warmly  approved  by  the  President. 
Is  there  nothing  of  French  influence  manifested 
in  thia  transaction  1  Could  anythiuff  show  it 
Biore  clearly  ?  Are  the  Legislature  oi  our  coun* 
try,  in  the  Hall  of  Liberty,  which  we  bear  so 
often  mentioned,  to  inquire  whether  ^  the  Bm- 
peror  likea  a  bill"  before  they  pass  it?  Many  of 
oar  meritorious  citizens  who  were  entitled  to  the 
eonsidefation  of  our  Gkrernment  would  have 
been  rained  had  they  not  been  permitted  to  im- 
port goods  contracted  for  before  the  passing  of  the 
BOB-importation  act.  Not  to  hare  a  general  pro- 
vision, but  to  hare  driven  them  to  a  personal  pe- 
tition, wooid  have  been  unjust  and  cruel  to  them, 
as  well  as  base  and  servile  in  our  Gbvernmeot. 
Our  Minister  submits  to  be  **  questioned  with  a 
good  deal  of  point,"  to  make  ^explanations," 
tries  to  remove  ''  uneasiness"  on  the  part  of  tlie 
Bmperor,  but  after  all  this,  he,  the  Emperor.  ^*was 
not  well  satisfied."  Had  Champagny  then  told  us 
that,  with  reference  to  France,  "  we  were  lees 
free"  than  the  colony  of  Jamaica  were,  as  it  re- 
licts England,  it  would  have  been  too  true ;  and 
he  might  have  added  the  other  epithets  which  he 
applii^  to  us  on  another  occasion,  that  we  were 
'*  without  honor  and  without  energy." 

As  it  respects  the  Berlin  and  Mitaa  decrees,  our 
Goveranaent  submitted  to  take  the  lead  in  chang- 
ing the  state  of  things  between  the  two  countries, 
when,  by  a  solemn  act  of  legislation,  we  had  com- 
mitted onntlves  on  the  subject  of  France  being 
in  the  wrong,  and  bound  to  uke  the  first  step. 
Insntts  to  our  national  honor  and  injuries  to  our 
national  interest  have  been  submitted  to  patiently, 
when  Franae  has  been  the  aggressor.  But  thank 
€bd  we  have  reason  to  hope  there  is  an  end  of 
the  excess  of  French  power,  and  that  French 
influence  in  oor  councils  will  cease  with  it. 

2d.  That  the  views  and  designs  of  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  destroy  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try, much  internal  evidence  arises  from  the  meas- 
nres  which  they  adopted.  The  embargo  was  a 
perpetual  law.  Against  the  will  of  the  President, 
and  little  more  than  one-third  of  the  Senate,  it 
could  not  be  repealed,  and  commerce  revived. 
War  was  declared  without  such  indications  to 
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our  commercial  citizens  as  would  induce  them 
to  bring  home  their  property  from  abroad.  The 
non-intercourse  law  was  continued,  which  put  it 
out  of  their  power  to  withdraw  their  funds 
from  the  enemy's  country.  Everything  which 
was  done  or  omitted  was  calculated  to  destroy 
our  merchants  and  commercial  capital.  The 
gentleman  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  as  the  leader 
of  the  dominant  party,  is  the  enemy  of  commerce; 
considers  great  cities,  the  concomitant  of  com- 
merce, as  ^^  great  sores"  on  the  body  politic,  and 
the  tillers  of  the  earth  as  Qod's  chosen  people. 
He  wishes  to  see  the  agriculturist  and  tne  me- 
chanic by  the  side  of  each  other,  and  that  the 
place  which  now  knows  merchants  should  know 
them  no  more. 

3d.  That  it  was  intended  by  the  Administra- 
tion to  change  the  form  of  Government. 

In  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  Mazzei,  the  ties 
of  oor  (Government  were  spoken  of  as  Lilliputian, 
and  inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  our  country. 
I  believe  this  impression  prevails  with  maov  gen- 
tlemen high  in  the  consideration  of  that  class  of 
the  people  who  now  constitute  the  majority.  If 
they  believe  that  our  €k>vernment  is  too  feeble, 
that  its  ties  are  Lilliputian,  would  it  not  be  of 
course  that  they  would  attempt  to  make  them 
stronger  1  If  this  were  their  design,  what  course 
could  have  been  taken  more  apt  than  the  one 
pursued  ?  If  I  were  one  of  the  Administration, 
and  this  end  was  in  view,  no  means  better  adapted 
to  that  end  could  present  themselves.  A  mili- 
tary force  would  be  indispensable.  A  naval  one 
would  not  answer.  A  hundred  thousand  seamea 
would  not  endanger  the  liberties  of  this  country, 
or  assist  in  overturning  the  Gyvernment,  in  as 
great  a  degree  as  one  half  the  army  would, 
which  this  appropriation  is  designed  to  raise  and 
supply.  To  raise  an  armed  force  has  ever  been 
the  favorite  measure  of  those  who  have  medi- 
tated a  revolution  in  their  country.  When  I 
see  a  man,  or  a  party  of  men,  treading  in  the  foot- 
steps of  those  who  have  gone  before  them,  I  con- 
clude that  they  aim  at,  and  will  arrive  at,  the 
same  end.  What  better  pretext  could  be  fur- 
nished for  raising  an  ariny,  than  a  war  with  Ea^ 
land  and  an  invasion  of  Canada  1  When  the  idea 
prevailed  that  the  conquest  of  Canada  was  to  be 
the  work  of  but  a  few  short  days,  it  was  generally 
said  by  the  friends  of  Administration,  and  often 
by  men  holding  high  rank  in  the  Army,  that 
from  the  conquest  or  Canada  they  would  retnm 
and  put  down  Federal  opposition.  All  opposi- 
tion could  easily  be  called  by  this  name,  and  be 
subjected  to  the  same  fate.  If  the  object  of  the 
war  was  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights,  the  seat  of  it 
would  be  on  the  ocean,  where  they  are  violated. 
Instead  of  expending  millions  upon  the  land  to  no 
purpose,  we  should  liave  employed  our  funds  in 
building  ships  to  meet  our  enemy  on  the  ocean, 
where  she  alone  can  be  met  to  any  effect.  Can 
any  measure  be  more  preposterous  than  attempt- 
ing to  enforce  your  righu  on  the  ocean  by  attack- 
ing a  detached,  unimportant  territory,  which,  if 
taken,  would  not  distress  your  enemy,  or  compel 
her  to  do  justice  1    No  man  can  believe  that  if 
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Canada  was  taken,  our  enemy  would  abandon 
the  principle  for  which  she  contends.  We  must 
then,  in  order  to  enforce  what  is  considered  the 
rights  of  naturalized  seamen,  resort  to  the  ocean 
at  last.  A  war  must  be  waged  which  would  be 
interminable,  or  end  possibly  in  our  defeat  and 
disgrace ;  our  seacoasts  be  laid  waste ;  thousands 
of  our  citizens  slain,  and  tens  of  thousands  re- 
duced to  poverty  and  wretchedness.  No  Admin- 
istration would  subject  our  country  to  all  the 
miseries  of  this  war,  for  no  other  purpose  than 
the  vindication  of  the  rights  of  naturalized  sea- 
men, when  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  our  country.  Some  other  object  must 
have  been  in  view. 

These  apprehensions  mtiy  be  viewed  as  the 
vagaries  or  wanderings  of  a  jealous,  perhaps,  dis- 
tempered mind.  But  to  them  who  tnink  there  is 
DO  danger,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  moment 
of  security  is  the  most  fatal.  Ail  the  Republics 
which  have  gone  before  us  have  lost  their  liber- 
ties, and  the  people,  ever  honest,  and  believing 
their  deceivers  to  be  so,  have  prepared  the  shackles 
for  themselves.  I  fear  we,  like  them,  shall  not 
see  our  danger  until  it  is  too  late  to  avert  it. 
May  we  learn  wisdom  from  what  they  have  suf- 
fered. From  the  declaration  of  this  war,  unless 
peace  is  the  fruit  of  the  pending  negotiation.  I 
tear  the  downfall  of  American  liberty  may  be 
dated.  I  do  not,  sir,  believe  that  the  majority  ap- 
prehend  that  they  are  ministering  to  such  an  end. 
But  I  ask  gentlemen  to  consider  what  has  taken 
place  in  our  time,  and  what  they  have  read  in 
the  history  of  other  times.  We  have  seen  the 
Legislature  of  France  turned  out  of  the  Hall  of 
Liberty  by  a  military  force,  which  it  had  nur- 
tured and  established.  We  nave  read  in  history 
that  the  same  was  done  in  England  in  the  days 
of  Cromwell.  However  secure  gentlemen  may 
feel  in  their  seats,  it  is  not  impossible  they  may 
witness  the  reaction  of  the  same  scenes  here,  and 
that  the  military  force,  which  they  now  vote  to 
raise,  without  being  able  to  render  any  reason, 
majr  ere  long  put  an  end  to  their  existence  as 
legislators.  Executive  patronage  and  Executive 
influence  are  truly  alarming.  Important  mili- 
tarv  bills,  and  other  bills  deeply  affecting  the 
rights  of  persons,  are  passed  into  laws,  without 
amendment  or  alteration,  against  unanswerable 
reasons  why  they  ought  not  to  pass,  merely  be- 
cause the  Executive  or  the  head  of  a  department 
has  suj[gested  that  they' were  necessary,  without 
assigning  any  reason  why  they  are  so. 

I  have  been  not  a  little  amused  at  the  inconsist- 
ency of  the  grounds  taken,  and  the  remarks  made, 
by  different  g;entlemen  of  the  majoritv,  who  have 
taken  MMirt  io  the  debate  on  this  and  its  kindred 
bills.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nel- 
son,) in  speaking  of  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, remarked,  that  under  them  our  commerce 
had  been  swept  from  the  ocean ;  and  one  would 
have  supposed  from  his  suggestions  that  of  our 
many  ships  which  went  to  sea,  but  few  escaped. 
No  vessels  were  the  subject  of  the  operation  of 
these  orders  excepting  tnose..which  were  bound 
to  France.  Another  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 


lina (Mr.  Lowndbb)  has  undertaken  to  show  that 
the  British  Ministry  do  not  properly  appreciate 
the  right  of  impressment,  and  that  the  exercise  of 
it  on  the  high  seas  is  of  no  importance  to  them ; 
that  almost  the  whole  commerce  of  this  country 
is  directly  with  England,  and  that,  of  course,  tak- 
ing her  seamen  in  her  own  ports,  and  in  the  nar- 
row seas,  furnishes  her  with  all  the  chance  to  re- 
possess herself  of  them,  which  she  would  have  if 
she  exercised  the  right  of  taking  them  on  the 
high  seas,  and  thereby  exposed  our  ships  to  great 
and  unnecessary  risk.  I  shall  leave  these  ^nile- 
men  to  settle  which  is  wrong,  or  to  show,  if  they 
can,  that  both  are  right.  How  the  whole,  or  al- 
most the  whole,  commerce  of  our  country  haa 
been  swept  from  the  ocean  on  its  way  to  France, 
when  it  is  not  destined  to  go  there,  but  almost  ex- 
clusively to  England,  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  coa* 
ceive! 

Much  has  been  said  upon  the  subject  of  oppo- 
sition, on  the  part  of  the  minority,  to  the  will  and 
the  measures  of  the  majority ;  and  we  have  been 
admonished  to  pause  and  consider  the  daogeroas 
consequences  which  must  result.  Sir,  an  oppo- 
sition to  wrong  measures  is  always  right,  ana  it 
ought  to  be  continued  while  those  measures  are 
persevered  in.  Some  gentlemen,  apparently  wish- 
ing for  a  union  of  parties,  have  invited  the  mi- 
nority to  coalesce.  Sir,  no  man  more  cordially 
wishes  an  end  of  party  distinctions  than  I  do. 
There  is  something  in  the  pride  and  obstinacy  of 

farty  spirit  which  wars  against  the  public  good, 
t  is  iny  wish  that  it  was  annihilated.  When 
Mr.  Jefierson's  inaoffural  speech  appeared,  I  was 
delighted.  I  had  the  pleasing  impression,  thai 
although  he  got  into  power  by  bringing  into  dis* 
repute  men  whom  I  esteemed  more  highly  than 
himself,  yet,  now  he  was  in  place,  he  would  ad- 
minister the  Govern ment  as  his  speech  indicated, 
and  ought  to  have  support  Would  to  €h>d  it 
had  been  so!  If  gentlemen  of  the  majoritv  wish 
for  a  coalition,  I  ask  them  to  consider  that  we 
differ  no  more  from  them  than  they  do  from  os; 
that  it  is  easier  to  pass  from  wrong  to  rijpbt,  and 
from  error  to  truth,  than  the  reverse.  Ai«  een- 
tlemen  of  the  majority  sure  they  are  rightl  Have 
the  minority  no  claims  to  their  consideration  t 
By  their  fruits  all  men  and  all  parties  are  known. 
Let  Federal  and  what  is  called  Kepubliean  meas- 
ures be  tested  by  this — the  fairest  of  mil  rules. 
During  the  Presidency  of  Washington,  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government  of  our  coantrr 
was  attended  with  embarrassments  and  difficaf- 
ties,  greater  than  have  been  known  at  any  period 
of  her  history.  He  had  to  steer  our  ship  on  the 
margin  of  whirlpools.  Let  any  man  look  into 
his  own  circumstances  and  prospects,  and  those 
of  his  neighbors  then  and  at  this  time,  and  what 
a  deterioration  he  will  find  has  taken  place!  Let 
him  look  into  the  afiairs  of  our  country,  and  what 
an  awful  reverse !  From  a  proud  eminence  he 
will  find  we  have  been  strangely  precipitated. 
without  necessity  or  apology,  into  the  depths  ot 
poverty  and  disgrace.  When  I  reflect  what  mv 
country  might  have  been  had  she  availed  heiseit 
of  her  advantages  and  resources  and  applied  them 
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properly ;  and  wbea  I  consider  what  she  now  is, 
my  patience  is  exhausted — my  indignation  can- 
not oe  restrained. 

It  is  supposed  by  gentlemen  that  the  object  of 
the  Opposition  is  to  oust  the  present  incumbents 
from  power, and  get  into  place  themselves.  What- 
ever intemperate  expressions  may  have  been  ut- 
tered by  ardent  men.  tending  to  excite  such  a  be- 
lief, I  can  say  with  ^reat  sincerity,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Sbeffet,)  I  have 
no  such  views  nor  warm  wishes;  nor  do  1  believe 
that  it  enters  into  "  the  scope  of  the  policy"  of 
those  whom  I  have  the  honor  immediately  to  rep- 
resent. Let  us  have  a  Government  purely  Ameri- 
can— a  Government  by  which  the  power  of  the 
whole  will  be  exerted  to  preserve  tne  rights  and 
protect  the  interest  of  all  the  parts — and  we  care 
not  what  Americans  administer  it.  When  this 
\s  not  the  case,  a  Government  is  the  worst  of  fac- 
tions. In  the  Eastern  States  we  have  too  much 
reason  to  say  **  such  things  are."  In  the  course 
of  debate  many  unfounded  charges  of  propensity 
to  rebellion  have  been  made  asainst  the  citizens 
of  Massachusetts.  But,  with  all  the  examples  of 
rebellion  which  she  has  had  set  her,  resistance 
does  not  enter  into  hes  policjr  \  though  a  tempe- 
rate, manly,  determined  spirit,  will  not  on  any 
occasion  be  wanting.  Nothing  but  the  extreme 
of  sufifering,  and  a  thorough  conviction  that  the 
purposes  ior  which  Government  is  instituted 
eanoot  be  obtained,  will  drive  her  to  resistance. 
Thejr  have  been  charged  with  a  design  to  sever 
the  Union,  and  insinuations  of  this  description 
have  issued  from  a  quarter  whence  they  were 
little  to  have  been  expected.  Sir,  let  suggestions 
and  intimations  of  this  kind  be  propagated  by 
whom  they  will,  in  what  manner  they  may  be, 
and  for  whatever  purpose,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
repel  tbem  as  unjust  and  unfounded.  Such  are 
not  the  views  of  the  Federalists  of  Massachusetts. 
They  cling  to  the  Union  as  the  rock  of  their  sal- 
vation, and  will  die  in  defence  of  it,  provided 
they  have  an  equality  of  benefits.  But  every- 
thing has  its  ^  hitherto."  There  is  a  point,  be- 
yond which  submission  would  be  a  crime.  God 
grant  that  we  may  never  arrive  at  this  point. 

Allasions  have  often  been  had  in  the  course  of 
this  debate  to  the  temper  and  feeling  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  state  of  party  in  Massachusetts,  and  gen- 
tlemen have,  with  much  composure  and  philoso* 
phy,  viewed  and  compared  their  strength,  and 
inferences  have  been  drawn  against  the  success 
of  those  who  have  been  driven  almost  to  resist- 
ance. The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  For- 
btth)  seems  to  suppose  that  the  people  of  the 
Southern  States,  in  the  event  of  an  explosion  in 
the  Eastern,  would  have  nothing  to  do  but  stand 
by  with  composure  and  witness  the  destruction 
ox  that  party  who  are  the  opposers  of  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war.  Instead  ot  contemplating  this 
subject  with  the  coldness  of  the  gentleman,  I  turn 
from  it  with  horror.  A  contest  once  begun,  God 
only  can  tell  how  or  when  it  would  end.  All 
pans  o€  the  United  States  will  be  involved  in 
one  common  fate;  and  it  deserves  some  consid- 
eration from  that  gentleman,  that  victory,  in  the 


history  of  the  worlds  has  never  travelled  to  the 
North.  If  the  gentleman  properly  appreciated 
the  effects  of  such  remarlu — if  he  regards  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  the  country — he  would 
suppress  them.  When  a  pile  is  prepared  and 
a  train  laid,  it  requires  but  little  to  kindle  it 
and  cause  an  explosion.  Such  are  the  character 
of  the  laws  which  have  been  enacted,  and  the 
temper  and  spirit  with  which  they  have  been 
passed,  as  to  create  great  excitement.  Statutes, 
which  consign  to  poverty  and  ruin  thousands  of 
people,  are  enacted,  apparently,  without  remorse 
or  regret.  Insult  added  to  injury  will  not  long 
be  endured. 

The  disappointments  and  the  suffering  of  the 
citizens  of  Massachusetts  have  been  great,  and 
they  have  been  borne  with  a  patience  without 
example  in  the  United  States.  No  opposition  is 
so  heavy  as  that  which  is  inflicted  by  the  perver- 
sion or  exorbitancy  of  legal  authority.  They 
who  pretend  to  no  right,  bat  rely  on  force,  by 
force  may  be  repelled  and  punished.  But  when 
plunder  bears  the  name  of  legal  seizure,  and  rob* 
bery  is  perpetrated  by  judicial  sentence,  though 
virtue  and  patriotism  may  shrink  from  an  alliance 
with  rebeluoo,  for  a  time,  yet  the  oppressor  will 
not  always  be  secure  in  the  robes  of  the  magis* 
trate.  The  natural  consequence  of  injury  is  re* 
sentment,  and  a  disregard  of  right  often  produces 
a  resistance  to  right  itself. 

Two  of  my  colleagues,  who  have  preceded  me 
in  thi9  debate,  having  noticed  the  obnoxious  allu- 
sions to  mv  worthy  predecessor,  I  shcdi  content 
myself  with  remarking,  that  his  integrity,  his 
domestic  and  private  virtues,  and  his  patriotism 
and  public  character  are  such,  as  to  place  him 
beyond  the  reach  of  slander,  or  the  neea  of  praise; 
and  I  shall  leave  the  public  to  judge,  whetner  he, 
or  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Forsttb,) 
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o  made  an  attack  upon  him  in  his  absence, 
t  merit  the  epithet,  ^'  recreant  spirit,"  which  he 
applied.'* 
When  Wr.  Ward  had  concluded— 
Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  made  a  speech 
of  great  lengrth,  replying  to  gentlemen  in  opposi- 
tion, particularly  two  of  his  colleagues,  on  topics 
introduced  into  the  recent  debate. 

At  a  late  hour  the  bill  was  passed  by  the  foU 
lowing  vote— for  the  bill  82,  against  it  38,  as 
follows : 

YsAs— Messrs.  Alexander.  Alston,  Archer,  Bsrd, 
Bamett,  BesU,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Bntlsr,  Cald^ 
weU,  Calhoun,  Chsppel,  Clark,  Coastock,  CoBazd» 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Cioach,  Cnthbert,  PenoyaUes, 
Bsiha,  Duvall,  £ppes,  Fanow,  Findley,  Fiak  of  Ver- 
mont,  Fiak  of  New  York,  Forney,  Foiiyth,  Frankhn, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Gnmdy,  Hall,  Harris, 
Haabrouck,  Hawea,  Hungeiford,  Ingham,  Irvmg,  Jack- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Keir, 
Kershaw,  King  of  North  Carolina,  LefTerta,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore, 


•  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  his  speech,  used  the  term  **  recreant 
spirit,*'  which  it  was  understood,  by  many  gentlemen, 
he  meant  to  apply  to  Mr.  Quincy.  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  his 
explanation,  said  he  made  no  such  application. 
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KelMm,  Newton,  Paikar»  VukBDM,  Piper,  Pleannta, 
Bee  of  Penaajtveaie,  Bhee  of  TenneMoe,  ttch,  Ring- 
gold,  Boene,  Boiiertaoii,  8ege,  Sejbmi,  SkiBiier,  SmiSi 
of  Yirgmie,  Strang,  TennehUl,  Tajfer,  TeUnr,  Ward 
of  New  Jeieey,    Whitehill,  WilOanM,  Wood,  end 


Nato— MeiSEe.  Bejliei  of  MeendnveCle,  Bigelow, 
Bojd,  Bredboij^  Bredenridge,  Biii^Mun,  Chempiop, 
CiUflj,  Cox^  ColMper,  Blj,  Geddet,  GoUbboioagii, 
CrioereDor,  Hale,  Hopkins  of  New  Yorik,  King  of  Mee- 
eedinfletta,  Lewis,  Lorett,  Iferkell,  Miller,  Moffitt, 
M oeeley,  OaUej,  Peeieon,  Poet,  John  Beed,  Shefley, 
Sherwood,  Stanford,  Stnigea,  Taggart,  Yoae,  Ward  of 
MaendraaetU,  Whealon,  White,  Wileon  of  Maan> 
chosetts,  and  Winter. 

Monday,  Mareh  7. 

Another  member  to  wit :  from  Kentackj,  Ricb- 
ABO  M.  JoHMBON.  appeared,  wie  qoalined,  and. 
took  his  seaL 

Mr.  IifOgRBOLL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Jadidary^  reported  a  bill  preseribiii^  the  mode  of 
commencing,  prosecuting,  and  deciding,  cootro- 
rersies  between  two  or  more  States ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  House  reso^red  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshoa 
Sands,  late  collector  of  the  castoms  for  the  port 
of  New  York.  The  bill  passed  through  without 
objection,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

APPBOPBIATION  BILL. 

The  annual  appropriation  bill  for  the  support 
of  Oovemment,  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  the  blanks  liaying  been  filled 
with  the  Tarions  appropriations  for  the  ciril  list, 
dbc.,  was  reported  to  the  House.  The  question  on 
one  of  the  items  of  appropriation  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  BiosLow,  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  fIz  :  on 
the  appropriation  of  $5(\000  for  the  eontiugent 
expenses  of  foreign  intercourse.  On  concurrence 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  article 
of  the  bill,  the  Yotes  stood — for  concurrence  69, 
against  it  52,  as  follows : 

YsAB — Messrs.  Alston,  Archer,  A^ery,  Baraett, 
Blown,  Caldwell,  ChappeU»  Comstock,  Conard,  Craw- 
Ibrd,  Creighton,  Craudi,  Cuthbert,  DaTu  of  Pennsyl- 
YB&ia,  Denoyelles,  Desha.  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans, 
Farrow,  Findley,  Franklm,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Grif- 
§B,  Omndy,  Hall,  Bmrris,  Hawes,  Hongeiibrd,  Inger> 
eott,  Ingham,  Irving,  lohnson  of  Yiiginia,  Johnson  oi 
KentndLy,  Kerr,  Kerthaw,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy, 
MelCee,  McKim,  Murfree,  Newton,  Onbsby,  Pidtene, 
Pleasaiits,  Bea  of  Pennsyltania,  Bhea  of  Tennesese, 
Bich,  Bieheidefm,  Beane,  Bobertson,  Sage,  Skinner, 
Smfch  of  Fennaylvaaia,  Smith  of  Yirginia,  TannehUI, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Tronp,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
WhJIehm,  Wilfiami^  WUson  of  PenasylTania,  Wright, 
and  Yaneey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Maasachnaetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham,  CUlsy,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cnl- 
peper,  DaTonpt^  Davis  of  Massaehvsetts,  Dewey, 
Ely,  Forney,  Gaston,  Gcddes,  Goldsborongh,  Hale, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King 
of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  Markelt,  Moffitt,  Mont^ 
gomexy,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pitkin,  Pott,  Pbt- 


ter,  John  Beed,  WaUam  Beed,  Bidgely,  Bnggfcs,  Shei:- 
fey,  Sheiwood,  Bniith  of  New  Yoik,  Stanftrd,  Stnert, 
Stnigea,  Taggart,  Talhnadge,  Thonqpoon,  Yoae,  Ward 
of  Maaaacfanaetts,  Webster,  Whsaton,  Wliile,  WDcox, 
and  Winter. 

The  other  appropriations  were  permitted  to 
pass  without  opposition;  and  the  btlf  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  thurd 


LAND  TITLES  IN  LOUISIANA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to  the  bill  for  the  final  adjustment 
of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Ter- 
ritory of  Missouri ;  and  the  said  amendments  be- 
ing affain  read,  they  were  amended,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  HcMPSTBAU.  by  striking  out  the  words  "  two 
thousand  acres,"  and  inserting;,  after  the  word 
"  than,"  the  words, "  the  quantity  of  acres  con- 
tained in  one  leag[ue  square." 

In  proposing  this  amendment,  Mr.  Hempstead 
addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
for  a  few  moments  on  the  motion  just  made.  It 
is  seldom,  sir,  that  I  intrude  any  remarits  on  any 
subject ;  nerer,  except  on  what  immediately  re- 
lates to  the  affairs  of  the  Territory  I  represent. 
The  bill  now  under  consideration,  was  reported 
in  pursuance  of  resolutions  submitted  by  me:  and 
it  may  therefore  be  necessary,  at  this  time,  to  take 
a  general  Tiew  of  the  situation  of  land  titles  in 
that  Territory.  The  detail  may  be  uninteresting 
to  the  House,  but,  as  it  is  of  the  first  importance 
to  my  constituents.  I  trust  I  shail  be  pardoned  for 
detaining  you.  I  have  ffiren  the  subject  a  care- 
ful examination,  and  shall  now  proceed  to  state 
the  manner  in  whi<fh  it  presents  itself  to  my 
mind.  First,  whether  the  cession  of  a  country, 
by  one  Power  to  another,  ought  so  to  operate  as 
to  annul  or  destroy  the  title  of  an  indiridoal  to 
bis  lands,  whether  that  title  be  absolute  or  imper- 
fect. Second,  whether  the  laws  of  the  IJof  ted 
States,  in  relation  to  land  claims,  have  operated 
to  annul  or  confirm  the  titles  in  Missouri  Terri- 
tory ;  and,  thirdly,  whether  the  present  bill  will 
do  full  and  complete  justice  to  the  claimants. 

Mr.  Speaker,  on  the  first  poiuL  permit  me  to 
obserFc,  that  even  in  a  conquered  country,  indi- 
vidual property  is  usually  held  sacred.  The  eon- 
quest  would  not  operate  to  annul  or  destroy  the 
title  of  an  individual.  The  conquerer  acquires 
only  the  same  risht  as  belong  to  the  former 
sovereign,  with  all  its  limitations  and  modifica- 
tions. He  lays  his  hands  on  the  possessions  of 
the  State,  on  what  belongs  to  the  public,  while 
private  persons  are  permitted  to  retain  thein. 
They  suffer  but  indirectly,  even  bv  war;  and  to 
them  the  result  is.  that  they  only  change  masters. 
This,  sir,  is  the  doctrine  of  eminent  writers  on 
national  law,  and  will  apply  with  more  reason 
and  greater  force  to  a  ceded  country. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  treaty  by  which  Lov- 
isiana  was  ceded  to  the  United  States.  By  the 
first  article  of  that  treaty,  it  is  declared  that 
Prance  "  has  an  incontestable  right  to  the  do- 
main."   And,  in  the  second  article,  among  other 
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poblie  jMToperty,  the  '*  Tacant  laads,"  not  the  lands 
of  individuals^  are  ceded.  The  third  article  guar- 
anties to  the  inhabitants  "  the  free  enjoyment  of 
their  liberty,  property,  and  the  relifioa  which 
they  profess."  Here  it  is  seen,  that  toe  national 
faith  is  pledged  to  the  performance  of  certain 
conditions.  The  words  are  positive,  the  promise 
Qnequivocal.  No  room  is  left  for  interpretation ; 
and,  if  there  were,  any  interpretation  whatever, 
tendinjr  to  change  the  nature  of  things,  (to  the 
prejudice  of  individuals,)  is  odious.  Penalties  are 
of  this  description  \  and  it  is  less  contrary  to  equity 
not  to  give  to  a  proprietor  what  he  has  lost  by  his 
negligence,  than  to  strip  the  just  possessor  of  what 
lawfully  belonged  to  him.  What,  therefore,  the 
Spanish  Government  would  have  done  in  this 
respect,  had  no  change  taken  place,  the  United 
6tates  ought  now  to  do.  What  they  promised  to 
do,  we  oueht  to  see  done.  The  change,  other- 
wise, would  be  for  the  worse,  and  the  stipulations 
in  the  treaty  would  be  unavailinff. 

I  ask,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  whetner  the  Spanish 
Oovernment  would  have  sanctioned  the  j;rants 
made  by  its  officers?  If  so,  they  ought  now  to 
be  sanctioned.  Indeed,  sir,  without  the  solemn 
atipulations  of  a  treaty  to  enforce  it,  policy  alone 
would  dictate  such  a  course.  Liberality  will  se- 
cure the  affections  of  those  you  have  made  a  part 
of  your  family;  it  will  root  old  attachments; 
while  a  more  rigid  plan  will  occasion  distrust  and 
dissatisfaction,  and  the  change  will  be  regretted 
as  injorious.  No  national  benefit  can  result  from 
this  rigor;  a  few  acres  of  land  to  the  United 
States  are  nothing — but  taken  away  from  an  in- 
dividual, may  cause  distress  and  ruin.  Many  of 
Ihem  are  strangers  to  your  language,  and  unac- 
quainted with  your  laws;  their  affections  ought 
not  to  be  estranged,  when  extending  justice  to 
them  will  secure  their  confidence.  Congress  have 
been  liberal  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  conquered 
country.  (I  refer  to  the  grants  of  land  made  to  the 
heads  of  lamilies  in  Illinois  in  1783,)  and  no  good 
reason  can  be  given  why  the  same  liberality 
should  not  be  manifiBsted  lo  the  inhabitants  of  a 
country  peaceably  acquired. 

On  the  first  point,  then,  I  think  it  is  not  to  be 
controverted,  that  the  cession  of  a  country  by 
one  Power  to  another,  ought  not  so  to  operate  as 
to  ananl  or  destroy  the  tiue  of  an  individual  to 
his  landsy  whether  that  title  be  absolute  or  im- 
perfect* 

Sir,  before  I  proceed  to  eiamine  whether  the 
laws  of  the  united  States  in  relation  to  land 
cJaima  have  operated  lo  destroy  or  to  confirm 
iitles  in  the  Missouri  Territorjr,  permit  me  to  re- 
cur for  a  moment  to  the  sitoatioa  of  Upper  Lou- 
,  inana  while  Spain  possessed  it.  In  the  year  1780, 
with  a  feeble,  thin,  and  scattered  population,  the 
country,  at  all  times  exposed  to  the  inroads  and 
insults  of  the  savages,  was  threatened  with  an 
attack  irom  their  more  civilized  neighbors.  To 
strengthen  this  remote  frontier,  emigration  was 
invited.  Lands  were  of  no  valae  to  the  Crown, 
and  liberal  donations  were  offisred.  They  hau 
the  greatest  abundance  to  bestow;  they  some- 
times bestowed  abundantly.    Other  inducameiMa 


were  held  out.  No  taxes  were  imposed.  These 
inducements  did  increase  the  population,  and 
many,  who  had  suffered  from  confiictiiig  titles  in 
the  Western  States,  emigrated.  After  being  in^ 
poverished,  bv  contesting  their  claims  with  indi- 
viduals, they  nave  now  the  sad  prospect  of  a  more 
unequal  contest  with  their  Government,  for  what 
they  consider  their  own  property. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  may  he  here  liecessary  to  ad- 
vert to  a  few  facts,  respecting  the  cession  of  that 
country.  Spain  ceded  it  to  France  on  the  firtf 
day  or  October  1800.  France,  without  taking 
possession  of  it,  and  leaving  the  Spanish  OoYeni- 
ment  in  the  full  exercise  of  the  sorereignty,  cedes 
it  on  the  30th  of  Ai>ril,  1803,  to  the  United  States. 
This  treaty  was  ratified  on  the  Slst  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1803,  and  the  United  States  took  possession 
of  New  Orleans  the  20th  of  December,  in  the 
same  year,  and  of  Upper  Louisiana  the  lOch  day 
of  March,  1804.  The  Spanish  officers  continued 
to  discharge  thdr  official  duties  until  the  times 
last  mentioned.  Then,  sir,  the  operation  of  Span- 
ish laws  on  the  ffrants  before  made,  was  anarted 
by  the  transfer  m  the  country,  and  tne  taking  pos- 
session of  it  by  the  United  States.  Then  the 
people  were  eongratulated  in  proelamations  on 
being  united  to  a  free  people,  aiid  in  being  seeoae 
in  their  property.  Then  the  change  was  predicted 
as  advantageous;  and  then  what  the  Spanish 
Oovernment  had  promised,  the  United  Slates 
were  to  perform.  Sash,  no  donbt,  was  the  tntea<- 
tion,  such  the  earnest  wish  of  the  GovernmMit. 
Sir,  let  us  see  what  measures  were  taken  to  effeet 
this  desirable  object.  It  was  important  for  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  peqMe,  for  the  homn: 
and  engagements  of  the  nation,  to  bey  in  on  jnst 
and  equitable  principles;  beeanse,  if  tne  first  not 
was  erroneous,  the  difficullies  weald  be  increased. 
With  nations,  as  with  individuals,  the  first  step 
being  wrong,  it  is  afterwards  hard  to  ^et  right. 
The  first  law  declares,  ^  that  all  grants  tar  lands, 
or  any  act  or  proceeding  towards  the  same,  after 
the  1st  day  ofOctoher,  1800.  to  be,  and  to  have 
been  from  the  bc^inaiag,  null  and  void,  and  of  no 
effect  in  law  or  equity."  This  law,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  was  a  violation  of  erery  principle,  either 
0?  law  or  equity.  It  deelaied  that  which  had 
been  l^;ally  commenced  under  another  Ghyrem- 
ment,  to  be  null  and  Toid*  It  made  void  the  law- 
ful proceedings  of  a  Power  in  the  just  exercise  «f 
the  sovereignty.  Instances  have  often  ooeurred, 
where  what  had  been  lawfiiily  begun,  but  not 
completed,  has  been  sanctioned  and  acknow- 
ledged, especially  when  it  depended  on  the  per- 
foiinanoe  of  conditions  whieh  subsequent  events 
had  made  it  impossible  to  perform;  but  never 
could  a  lawful  act  be  made  unlawfuL  A  right 
once  vested  could  not,  without  any  fault  of  the 
claimant,  be  either  at  law  or  in  equity  divested. 
Such  a  principle  changed  the  nature  of  things^ 
and  was  therefore  odious. 

The  second  law  pursued  the  same  error;  it  im- 
nosed  new  restrictions,  and  it  required  new  con* 
aitions.  Sir,  the  most  meritorious  cUimanis  wese 
the  most  rigidly  dealt  with.  One  of  the  eondi- 
tions  xeqaisite  lo  obtain  a  gn&t]  was  cttitivatiiia 
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of  lands  in  the  cold  winter  month  of  December. 
The  laws  might,  with  as  mnch  reason,  bare  re- 
quired that  no  confirmation  should  be  made  to  a 
Frenchman,  unless,  on  the  Ist  day  of  October, 
1800,  he  could  hare  spoken  the  English  language, 
as  to  have  affixed  American  conditions  to  Span- 
ish grants. 

In  the  same  law,  another  new,  and,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  illegal  principle  was  introduced, 
that  the  date  of  a  grant  shoula  not  be  conclusive. 
Mr.  Speaker  the  acts  of  foreign  Governments 
prove  themselves.  Bven  the  decisions  of  foreign 
courts  are  conclusive  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  It 
is  always  presumed  the  public  officers  act  with 
integrity,  and  do  their  dutVi  unless  the  contrary 
appears.  The  date  of  an  official  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent might  as  well  be  questioned.  Besides,  in 
what  manner  is  it  to  be  established  ?  The  Span- 
ish officers  have  left  the  country ;  and,  if  you  do 
not  give  faith  to  their  official  acts,  will  you  be- 
lieve their  inofficial  declarations?  'Will  you  call 
a  witness  to  prove  the  signature  of  the  officer? 
Sir.  it  cannot  be  pretended. 

Vour  laws  were  rigid;  they  required  impossi- 
bilities. But  rigid  laws  were  enforced  by  still 
more  rigid  instructions.  On  the  26th  of  March, 
1806,  the  persons  appointed  to  investigate  these 
claims  are  instructed  that  "a  strict  adherence  on 
'  their  part  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  leaving  to  Con- 

*  gress  such  further  and  more  liberal  provisions  as 
« tney  may  think  proper,  is  the  best  means  of  pre- 
'  venting  the  dissatisfaction  which  disappointed 
^  expectations  would  otherwise  necessarily  pro- 

*  duce."  i^in,  on  the  7th  dav  of  May,  1806,  the 
instruction  is  repeated,  ^  that  they  must  adhere  to 
the  letter  of  the  law,  and  not  confirm  any  claim 
not  strictly  embraced  by  its  provbions."  Mr. 
Speaker,  it  was  an  almost  impossible  task  to  re- 
trace former  misshapen  steps,  so  as  to  remedy  the 
inconveniences  which  had  resulted ;  and  a  fifth 
act^  with  more  liberal  provisions  in  favor  of  the 
claimants,  was  passed.  The  commissioners  were 
authorized  to  confirm  "  not  ezceedinff  one  league 
square.'^  With  general  laws,  applied  to  particu- 
lar cases,  with  rigid  instructions  to  govern  them, 
justice  could  not  be  done.  The  same  law,  and 
the  same  facts,  ought  to  have  produced  the  same 
decision  in  everjr  part  of  Louisiana :  justice  to 
one  could  not  be  injustice  to  another  in  the  same 
situation.  Yet  your  laws  have  been  so  amended 
and  altered  by  ten  or  eleven  several  statutes,  that 
the  difficulties,  instead  of  being  diminished,  are 
increased,  the  confidence  of  the  people  is  weak- 
ened, and  the  '^  further  and  more  liberal  provis- 
ions" before  hinted  at  are  most  imperiously  called 
for. 

The  fact  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  people  of 
the  Territory  from  which  I  come  are  in  a  worse 
.situation  in  this  respect  than  others.  The  gen- 
tleman on  my  right  (Mr.  Robertson)  has  been 
a  land  commissioner  m  Louisiana,  and  1  can  safe- 
ly appeal  to  him  for  the  correctness  of  this  state- 
Sjient.  The  simple  fact,  that  there  are  a  greater 
aumber  of  land  claims  in  the  late  Territory  of 
Orleans  than  in  Missouri — and  there  only  six 
Jiondred  and  eight  claims  have  been  rejected  in 


the  first,  and  two  thousand  one  hundred  in  the 
last^will,  I  presume,  satisfy  the  House  that  foil 
and  impartial  justice  has  not  been  done.  A  dis- 
tinct and  separate  examination  of  these  claims, 
by  Congress,  wonld  occupv  a  whole  session,  and 
that  would  ultimately  be  done  which  is  now  pro- 
posed. If  other  proof  is  wanting  to  establish  the 
point,  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  have  not 
operated  to  confirm  the  titles,  it  is  found  in  the 
resolutions,  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  Ter- 
ritory, now  before  me. 

It  now  onlv  remains  for  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
consider  very  briefly  whether  the  present  bill  wOl 
do  full  and  complete  justice  to  the  claimants. 
During  the  ten  years  of  scrutiny  and  investiga- 
tion, few  have  made  improvements.  Many  fami- 
lies, despairing  of  obtaining  their  equitable  claims, 
and  tirc»  of  the  uncertainty  attending  their  titles, 
have  abandoned  a  country  which  cannot  prosper 
without  the  fostering  aid  of  the  Government. 
And  if  the  delay  of  justice  has  not,  in  all  cases, 
been  equal  in  its  consequences  to  an  absolute  de- 
nial of  it,  still  it  has  caused  much  distress  and 
injury.  The  present  bill  will  quiet  the  apprehen- 
sions of  most  of  the  claimants;  and,  although  it 
will  neither  satisfy  nor  do  justice  to  all,  yet  it  will 
restore  that  confidence  which  has  been  much  im- 
paired, and  will  do  what  the  national  faith  is 
pledged  to  do.  These,  sir,  are  a  few  of  the  rea- 
sons which  induce  me  to  hope  the  motion  may 
prevaiL 

The  said  amendments  were  then  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  and  the  bill  being  further  amended, 
it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  thira 
time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  '^  providing  for  the 
indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  was  read  the 
first  time ;  and  the  question  was  stated,  that  the 
said  bill  be  read  the  second  time,  on  which  the 
House  adjourned. 


TuBBDAT,  March  8. 

Mr.  FiSK,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections^ 
made  a  report  on  the  credentials  of  members  claim- 
ing seats  in  the  House;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Gkorgetown,  ia 
the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  the  better  supply  and  organ- 
ization of  the  Army,  reported  the  same  with  sun- 
dry amendments,  which  were  read  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

FOREIGN  ARMED  VESSELS. 

Mr.  GauiVDT,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  as  relates  to  these  mat- 
ters, reported  the  following  bill : 
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A  bill  ooneeniing  the  qm  of  tha  pent*  and  harbon  of 
the  United  Stmtes  by  fonign  ireuele  of  war. 

Be  it  enacted,  4re.,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Btatea  may  allow  to  any  foreign  Power  or  Powers,  or 
their  sabjects,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  amity  wiUi  the 
United  States,  to  fit  out,  arm  and  equip  for  war,  uublic 
and  private  ships,  to  dispose  of  their  prizes,  and  pro- 
cure supplies  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,  so  fiur  as  will  be  consistent  with  the  obligations 
of  the  United  States  to  other  Powers  in  amity  with  the 
United  States :  Provided,  however.  That  no  privilege 
allowed  in  any  such  case  shall  be  continued  after  it 
shall  be  known  that  a  like  privilege  is  not  allowed  to 
American  armed  ships,  public  and  private,  in  the  ports 
and  markets  of  the  foreign  Power  to  which,  or  the  sub- 
jects of  which,  the  privilege  aforesaid  may  be  allowed 
in  the  American  ports  and  harbors. 

Sic.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  take  adequate  bonds  with  soflBdent  suretiesof  own- 
ers of  eaeh  privateers,  and  to  adopt  such  other  regula- 
tiene  to  secure  the  due  performance  of  the  firaegoing 
provision,  whenever  in  his  judgment  circnmstanoes 
may  require  it. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mitlee  of  the  Whole. 

POST  OFFICE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  IngersolL;  of  Pennsy  Ivan  ia,  from  thetelect 
committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  ioquiry 
ioto  the  practicability  of  a  reform  in  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  reported  the  following  bill. 

A  bill  eupplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  ''  An  act  regu- 
lating the  Post  Office  Establishment" 

Be  it  enacted,  4'C.,  That  all  postmasters  in  the  dis- 
tributing post  offices,  and  in  all  incorporated  cities 
within  the  United  States,  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate ;  and  that,  from  and  af- 
ter the  first  day  of  May  next,  no  person  shall  act  as 
such  postmaster  within  the  United  States,  who  shall 
not  have  been  thus  first  nominated  and  appointed. 

Szc.  2.  Be  U  further  enacted.  That  every  postmas- 
ter shall  return  and  exhibit  quarter-yearly  to  the  Post- 
master General,  together  with  a  general  account  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  his  office,  a  particular  ac- 
count showing  the  number  of  clerks  employed  in  his 
office,  their  names  and  respective  compensations,  which 
said  accounts  shall  be  certified  by  the  oath  or  affirma- 
tion of  the  said  deputy  postmaster  respeetively,  and  re- 
turned by  the  Postmaster  General,  together  with  his 
quarter-yeariy  accounts,  into  the  office  of  the  Seoretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

Sxc.  3  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  contin- 
gent fund  whatever  shall  be  left  in  the  disposition  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  or  of  any  assistant  or  deputy 
postmaster ;  but,  instead  thereof,  a  regular  quarter- 
yearly  account  shall  be  kept  by  each  office  of  all  their 
expenses,  for  rent,  fuel,  stationery,  clerk  hire,  and  the 
same  and  evei^  other  charge  allowed  quarter-yearly 
out  of  the  fiinM  in  their  hands,  accounts  thereof  dia- 
tmguishing  each  item,  certified  by  oath  or  affirmation, 
hnng  returned  by  each  deputy  postmaster  as  aforesaid 
to  tlM  Postmaster  General,  and  by  him  into  the  office 
of  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  together  with  his  own 
aeeounts  quarter-yearly. 

Sac  4.  And  be  itfiartker  enacted,  That  no  assist- 
ant or  deputy  postmaster  shall  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
fiaakifig ;  hut  instead  thereof  shall  be  allowed  to  pay 


out  of  the  pnhlie  fund  in  his  hands,  and  charge  fiir  all 
letters  he  may  send  on  the  business  of  the  Post  Office 
EstabUshment:  Provided  ahoaye,  ThaA  the  amount 
thus  expended  be  retumed  quarter-yearly,  together 
with  his  general  account,  and  as  a  part  of  the  same, 
verified  by  oath  or  affirmation  to  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  compensating  cer- 
tain claimants  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, was  taken  op,  and,  having  been  once  read, 
the  question  was  stated,  Shall  the  bill  be  read  a 
second  time? 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  same  on  the 
table,  bat,  at  the  earnest  suggestion  of  Mr.  FisK 
of  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Lattimore  of  Mississippi, 
was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  said  he  rose  with  great 
reluctance  to  move  to  reject  the  bill.  There  were 
onlv  two  considerations  which  could  induce  him 
to  depart  from  the  respect  due  to  another  branch 
of  the  Legislature;  either  that  a  measure  emana* 
ting  from  it  was  unconstitutional  or  corrupt.  It 
was  because  this  measure  had  its  origin  in  cor- 
ruption he  moved  to  reject  the  bill.  When  I  say, 
sil^  that  this  measure  has  its  origin  in  corruption, 
I  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  charging  cor- 
ruption on  the  Senate— all  I  mean  to  €e  under- 
stood as  saying,  is,  that  this  measure  flows  from 
corruption,  as  a  stream  flows  from  its  source  ;  it 
flows  from  the  corrupt  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Gkorgia,  of  1795.  The  bill  proposes  to  give  five 
millions  of  dollars  to  the  Yazoo  claimants.  Tha 
Yazoo  L^islature  sold  for  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars — Georgia  sold  to  the  United  States  for  one 
million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
only,  and  you  now  propose  to  aiwe  five  millions 
to  the  claimants  to  compromise  their  claim.  How 
will  we  be  able  to  account  for  this  1  How  will 
posterity  be  able  to  account  for  it?  Posterity 
will  say  that  these  claimants^  like  the  gods  of 
Milton,  carried  the  mountains  in  their  hands,  and 
wielding  the  fifty  millions  of  acres  under  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court,  have  carried  every- 
thing before  them. 

You  know  the  history  of  this  transaction,  sir. 
On  the  7th  of  January,  1795,  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia  sold  to  certain  inuividuals,  called  the 
original  grantees,  fifty  millions  of  acres  of  land 
for  five  hundred  thousand  dollars — every  member 
who  voted  for  the  law,  except  one,  whose  name 
does  not  appear,  was  bribed  and  corrupted,  that 
is  to  say,  was  interested  in,  and  the  party  to  the 
purchase.  On  the  13th  of  February,  1796,  the 
subsequent  Legislature  declared  the  corrupt  act 
null  and  void ;  ordered  the  record  to  be  burnt, 
and  authorized  the  grantees  to  withdraw  the 
purchase  money.  The  convention  of  the  whole 
people  soon  after  confirmed  the  rescinding  act. 
On  the  same  day,  that  is  to  say  on  the  13th  of 
February,  1796,  the  Yazoo  claimants  purchased 
from  the  original  grantees.  The  claimants  say 
that  they  are  innocent  purchasers,  without  notice 
of  the. corruption — that  an  estate  vested  notwith- 
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Msnding  Ike  corruplioD,  and  that  they  have  a 
ffood  tide  atfainsi  yoiL  It  may  be  well  to  obaeire 
•Sere  that  the  claimants  hare  constanlly  shifted 
their eroand.  At fint  they  insisted  that  the  Yasoo 
act  of  1795,  was  a  fair  aod*hoDest  act  of  legisla- 
tion. As  soon,  however,  as  the  report  of  yoor 
Commissioners,  which  exhibited  the  fraud  in  its 
nakedness,  drove  them  from  this  ground — they 
insisted  on  the  innocency  of  their  purchase. 
Driven  from  this  ground,  they  throw  themselves 
on  your  mercy.  Do  not  believe,  sir,  that  the  cor- 
ruption in  which  this  transaction  was  engendered 
was  a  corruption  of  any  ordinary  character ;  it 
was  a  corruption  without  example  in  history; 
may  it  never  find  a  parallel !  Not  merely  were 
the  corrupted  corrupted  by  the  corrupters— the 
corrupters  cheated  the  corrupted — the  corrupters 
cheated  one  another,  and  the  corrupters,  as  they 
say,  cheated  these  claimants.  The  members  of 
the  Legislature  were  bribed  with  land  and  money : 
in  some  instances  the  member  ^ave  his  vote,  and 
the  corrupter  withheld  the  bribe;  the  member 
went  home — he  had  lost  his  character — he  had 
lost  his  bribe,  and  he  died  broken  hearted  in  the 
bosom  of  his  family.    When  the  rescinding  Le- 

S'slature,  in  a  spirit  of  liberality  which  became 
em.  decreed  that  the  original  grantees  might 
withclraw  the  purchase  money,  on  producing  cer- 
tain evidence  of  their  havinj^  made  the  deposite — 
such  a  scene  of  fraud,  iniquity  and  depravity  was 
exhibited,  that  the  Governor,  familiar  as  he  had 
been  witn  such  scenes  but  a  short  time  before, 
blushed  and  shut  the  doors  of  the  treasury  against 
them.  Men  concerned  in  this  transaction,  but 
who  had  not  deposited  one  dollar^  by  perjury,  for- 
gery, or  some  other  crime,  drew  thousands  from 
the  treasury ;  those  of  the  speculators  who  had 
actually  paid  the  money,  were  then  defrauded  by 
their  brethren.  On  the  other  hand,  some  of  the 
Oiriginal  grantees  allege  that  they  were  cheated 
ty  these  claimants— that  the  claimants  gave  them 
paper  for  their  land,  which  paper  turned  out  good 
for  nothing.  Thus,  sir,  you  see  this  Tazoo  trans- 
action is  a  circle  of  fraud.  It  no  doubt  had  a  be- 
ginning, but  it  is  certainly  without  end,  unless 
yon  consummate  it  by  this  measure. 

As  good  fortune  will  have  it,  Mr.  Speaker,  this 
is  one  of  the  plainest  cases  that  can  be  presented 
to  the  understanding.  The  claimants  either  have 
a  claim,  or  they  have  not.  If  thev  have  a  claim 
you  may  compromise  a  claim ;  if  they  have  no 
claim,  you  cannot  compromise  no  claim.  If  they 
have  a  claim,  it  is  a  claim  to  fifty  millions  of 
aeres  of  land,  and  you  ought  to  give  it  to  them, 
and  say  no  more  about  it.  Could  you  entertain 
a  thought  for  one  moment  to  avail  yourself  of 
your  power  to  do  wrong  and  injustice  to  these 
impotent  individuals  ?  Surely  no  man  will  have 
the  hardihood  to  say  that  the  magnitude  of  the. 
daim  ought  to  weigh  one  tittle  in  the  scale  of  jus- 
tice.  The  claimants  either  have  a  title  of  fifty 
millions  of  acres,  or  they  have  not  a  title  to  a 
square  foot.  How  do  they  derive  the  title? 
From  the  original  grantees.  How  do  the  origi- 
nal grantees  derive  title  ?  From  the  Yazoo  Le- 
gislature of  '95.    Their  title,  therefore,  must  de« 


pend  on  the  validity  or  iaTilidity  of  the  Yasoo 
act  of  the  Legislatore  of  Gkoigia— it  can  depend 
on  nothing  else.  If  the  Yazoo  act  was  agood  and 
valid  act,  an  estate  vested  in  the  origiaal  gran- 
tees; the  grantees  passed  the  estate  to  theae 
claimants,  and  the  claimants  have  a  good  title 
against  you.  If  the  Yazoo  act  was  a  nulland  void 
act,  no  estate  vested  in  the  original  grantees; 
if  no  estate  vested  in  the  original  grantees,  they 
could  pass  none  to  these  claimants,  and  if  no  es- 
tate passed  to  these  claimants,  on  what  pretence 
can  they  set  up  the  title  against  you  ?  Are  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  prepared  to  say 
that  the  Yazoo  act,  notwithstanding  the  conop- 
tion  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  was  a 
good  and  valid  act  1  That  it  divested  the  public 
property  oot  of  the  people  and  vested  it  in  the 
grantees?  Are  the  Gkmgress  of  the  United 
Slates  prepared  to  aay,  that  the  Repieseatatives 
of  a  free  and  virtnons  people  nuy  fraodnienli^ 
and  corruptly  betray  that  people,  and  barter  thoir 
rights,  and  that  the  people  are  without  lemedf  • 
That  an  estate  did  vest  by  the  Yazoo  act,  whtoa 
eonld  not  be  divested  by  any  subsequent  act! 
Sir,  it  is  impossible.  This  doctrine  is  too  mon- 
strous to  be  entertained  by  a  mocai  peonle,  who 
love  liberty— it  strikes  at  all  virtue,  at  all  morali- 
ty— it  overturns  Republican  Government.  You 
cannot,  yon  dare  not,  sanctify  this  doctrine.  If 
you  dare,  one  or  two  things  must  happen ;  the 

nle  are  ready  to  approve  it,  or  they  are  not— 
ey  are,  they  have  lost  their  virnw,  and  we 
must  seek  shelter  under  despotism }  if  they  aie 
not,  you  will  go  oot  and  other  men  will  come  in. 
Not  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  theHoosc 
they  never  can  come  in-^men  will  come  in  who 
will  discotmtenance  corruption,  cherish  virtue, 
and  preserve  the  principles  of  tne  Gtovernmeat, 
pure  and  uncorrupted.  I  address  myself  to  the 
Republican  party ;  let  them  remember  how  they 
came  into  power.  The  Federalists  had  been 
charj^ed  with  monarchical  attachments;  with 
eherishinff  oorrapt  j^rincipies  of  Government. 
The  peojjMe  believed  it.  They  said  the  Govern- 
ment  was  not  ea£e  in  such  hands— thay  tacnod 
them  ont.  Yo«  ancceeded.  The  people  said 
to  you— take  this  saered  tmst.  Do  voiir  daqr 
faithfully ;  preserve  the  principles  of  this  iM^ipy 
Government  pure  and  uacermpled,  aad  be  foady 
to  band  it  over  to  yonr  socoessors  wlienever  yoa 
shall  be  required,  more  pure  and  nseormplad 
than  when  you  received  it.  Will  yon  do  so  when 
you  have  decreed  that  the  Representatives  of  dke 
people  may  corruptly  divest  the  estate  of  the 
pHSople,  and  that  thev  are  without  remedy  ?  Yet, 
sir,  this  you  must  do  the  moment  yoa  deoide  to 
compromise  this  claim.  But  you  ha?e  no  reason, 
no  motive,  no  apology,  for  thus  deciding.  I  wm 
take  away  from  every  unprejudieed  man  ia  the 
oountry  every  pretext,  every  apology  for  com- 
promising this  claim,  I  inant  that  the  Yazoo 
Legislatnfe  had  no  Coastitotionai  powar  to  aiU 
the  land. 

1st.   I  contend  that  the  Legislatare  had  no 
ConsiitDtioiwi  power  te  sell. 
M.  That  if  they  had  Conatilottonai  power  to 


1841 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1B42 


Mmbob,  1814. 


TTotuo  CTflMwr. 


H.  ofR. 


«il,  thejr  could  not  seil  fnuduleiitly  uid  oor- 

3d.  That  if,  notwiibataiidiDg  the  fraud  and 
eorraption,  an  estate  did  Test  in  the  origiaal 
irrantees,  aecording  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  these  claimaats  having  notice  of  the  fraud, 
are  parties  to  it,  and  without  title  in  law  or 
cqaitjT. 

There  is  no  power  given  in  the  Constitution  of 
Oeorgia,  and  without  an  express  grant  of  {raw- 
er the  Legislature  oannot  possess  it.  This  is 
the  doctrine  distinctly^  clearly,  and  unanimously 
maintained  hjr  the  writers  on  public  law.  The 
reasons  on  which  it  is  founded  are  as  distinctly 
^iren.  The  people  are  seized,  collectirely  and 
indiTidoally,  of  the  public  territory — it  caonot  be 
taken  from  them  without  their  consent— it  can- 
not be  taken  from  them  without  their  express 
con0ent--«on8ent  shall  not  be  implied.  1st,  be- 
eaose  the  power  to  sell  the  public  domain  is  not 
a  power  incidental  or  necessary  to  the  power  of 
legislation.  2dly,  because  it  is  too  important  a 
fNOwer  to  be  derived  by  implication  or  construe- 
tion.  Not  only  is  this  the  universal  doctrine  of 
the  publicists,  of  Qrotius,  Puffendorf,  Vattel,  Bur- 
lamaqui,  and  others,  but  it  is  the  doctrine  to 
which  all  our  political  institutions  have  con- 
formed. In  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
US  weli  as  the  constitutions  of  the  States,  yoo  see 
the  dactxine  dearly  recognised.  In  the  Consti- 
tution  of  the  United  States  it  is  said  *'  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  dispfse  of,  md  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  concemiag  the  pub- 
lic property.''*- Why  was  this  power  expcessly 
granteo  ?  Because  the  Convention  know  that  if 
net  expressly  granted  it  could  not  be  derived  by 
implicaition  or  construction.  So,  in  the  State 
constitutions,  the  doctrine  is  recognised:  '*the 
power  to  dispose  of  the  public  domain  beinr  in 
the  people,  cannot  be  taWn  from  them  witCont 
their  consent."  I  know  it  mav  be  said  that  there 
k  a  difference  between  the  United  States  and 
State  eonstitutioas,  in  the  character  of  their  pow- 
ers—that in  the  United  Stales  Constitution  all 
mwers  not  delegated  are  reserved— *that  in  the 
State  constitutions  all  powers  are  delegated  but 
those  which  are  reserved.  This  is  true,  but  bv 
all  powers  is  meant  only  all  ordmry  powers,  all 
pomen  that  are  essential  and  necessary  or  inci- 
dental to  the  general  power  of  legialation ;  extra- 
ordtDary  powers,  powers  not  essential  to  the  gen- 
eral power  of  legislation,  anre,  even  in  the  States, 
tutained  by  the  people,  and  cannot  be  divested  out 
•f  them  without  their  express  consent.  This 
power  to  dispose  of  the  public  domain  is  an  ex- 
tranrdiDary  power;  for,  say  the  publicists  one 
and  all,  this  power  is  so  essentially  in  the  people, 
that  even  under  the  violent  Governments  of 
Surope,  the  despot  has  no  power  to  dispose  of 
the  public  domain  without  the  express  consent 
«f  the  people.  I  know  too  it  will  be  said  that 
the  State  Legislatures  have  in  some  instances 
disposed  of  the  public  propert]^  without  an  ex- 
press grant  of  power  to  warrant  it.  I  answer  that 
m  every  such  mstaace  the  Legislature  was  guilty 
of  oanipation,  and  the  people  not  bound— that  if 


the  people  pleased  to  yield  a  tacit  acquieseeiiee, 
well  and  good — they  did  so  because  their  atten- 
tion had  not  been  called  to  the  usurpation  by  a 
flsgrant  and  palpable  corruption — but  will  yo^ 
believe  that  if  in  aay  such  instance  the  usurpation 
had  been  coupled  with  a  notorious  corruption  of 
their  Representatives,  they  would  not  have  re- 
sisted— that  they  would  not  have  risen  in  mass, 
as  did  the  people  of  Georgia,  to  put  down  the 
corruption  and  the  corrupted?— a  people  who 
would  not,  must  have  lost  their  virtue  and  been 
ready  for  a  tyrant.  I  say,  therefore,  the  Yazoo 
Legislature  of  Georgia  had  no  power  to  sell  the 
public  property. 

But  if  the  Legislature  had  Constitutional  power 
to  sell,  it  could  not  sell  fraudulently  and  corruptly. 
Do  you  ask  proof  of  this? — fraud  and  corruption 
vitiate  every  act,  render  it  null  and  void  ab  initio; 
no  contract,  no  oblieation,  can  grow  out  of  it. 
The  powers  granted  by  the  people  to  their  Legis- 
latures, are  granted  in  confidence  that  they  will 
be  fairly  and  honestly  exercised.  What  would 
you  think  of  the  declaration  of  a  constitution, 
*'  the  powers  herein  granted  shall  be  honestly  ex* 
erciscd?"  would  you  not  consider  such  a  declar- 
ation ridiculous,  and  ridiculous  because  super- 
fluous? Is  not  the  implication  as  strong  as  any 
expression  could  be,  that  every  fraudulent  act  of 
legislation  is  merely  void?  Suppose  it  were 
written  in  any  constitution,  "  the  Legislature  shall 
have  no  power  fraudulently  and  corruptlj  to  be- 
tray the  people,"  would  you  not  too  consider  this 
ridiculous,  and  ridiculous  because  superfluous? 
Suppose  it  were  written  in  any  constitution,  "  the 
Legislature  shall  have  power  fraudulently  and 
corruptly  to  sell  the  public  property,"  would  not 
such  a  grant  of  power  be  merely  void,  though 
proceeding  from  the  highest  human  authority, 
the  people  themselves?  And  why  void?  Be- 
cause repugnant  to  the  laws  of  Gk>d  and  nature ; 
nay,  air,  - 1  go  farther,  I  say  the  great  God  of 
Heaven  himself  could  confer  no  such  power — ^if 
the  great  God  of  Heaven  were  to  decree  "the 
Legislature  shall  have  power  fraudulently  and 
corruptly  to  sell  the  public  property,"  the  decree 
wonla  be  merely  void,  because  inconsistent  with 
his  holy  attributes.  And  yet,  sir,  the  Senate  re- 
quire of  us  to  do  that  which  the  God  of  Heaven 
himself  cannot  do-— legalize  fraud  and  corruption 
— they  require  us  to  declare  that,  notwithstanding 
the  teud  and  corruption  of  the  Georgia  Legisla- 
ture, an  estate  did  vest  in  the  original  grantees 
which  it  was  competent  to  the  grantees  to  transfer 
to  the  claimanu;  that  the  claimants  have  a  title 
against  you.  and  that  to  relinquish  that  title  we 
must  give  them  five  millions  of  dollars.  This  is 
making  war  npon  the  people  with  a  vengeance. 
To  tsdk  of  the  rights  of  the  people  after  this  is 
insult  and  mockery.  But  why  is  it  that  the  cor- 
rupt act  of  the  Representative  is  not  binding  on 
the  people  ?  For  this  plain  reason,  the  corruption 
of  tbe  Representative  must  precede  the  corrupt 
act;  the  moment  the  Representative  is  corrupted, 
the  moment  he  has  betrayed  his  constituents,  all 
ties  and  connexion  between  them  are  dissolved, 
and  he  is  no  more  capable  of  binding  them  than 
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the  merest  stranger.    Any  other  doctrine  makes 
Republican  ^oyernment  a  farce — makes  morality 
and  religion  idle  sound.    If  corruption  can  divest 
the  estate  of  the  people,  it  can  do  any  other  act — 
it  can  legalize  murder,  robbery,  treason — it  can 
give  universal  license  to  crime.    I  say,  therefore, 
that  if  the  Legislature  of  G(eorgia  bad  Constitu- 
tional power  to  sell,  it  could  not  sell  fraudulently 
and  corruptly.    The  Tazoo  act  was  merely  void, 
and  the  rescinding  act  which  declared  it  so  was 
only  form,  the  people  were  in  possession,  con- 
tinued in  possession,  and  were  not  divested  by  it. 
3dly.  Ii,  notwithstanding  the  fraud  and  cor- 
ruption, an  estate  did  vest  in  the  grantees,  yet  the 
claimants  havin|^  notice  of  the  fraud,  are,  accord- 
ing to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  itself, 
guilty  purchasers,  without  claim  or  shadow  of 
claim.    I  sav,  sir,  the  claimants  had  notice.    Let 
it  be  remembered,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  our  Govern- 
ment differs  from  all  other  governments  in  this 
singular  but  valuable  characteristic — it  is  limited 
by  written  constitutioos.    In  other  countries  it  is 
said  the  acts  or  the  grants  of  the  (Government 
speak  for  themselves — nothing  shall  be  admitted 
to  contradict  them.    Not  so  in  our  country;  every 
act  or  grant  of  the  Gk>vernment  must  be  consis- 
tent with  the  written  Constitution.    Every  man 
is  presumed  to  carry  the  Constitution  in  his  head 
or  in  his  pocket,  that  he  may  at  all  times  be 
ready  to  compare  the  acts  of  Government  with 
the  Constitution.    If  the  claimants  had  done  this, 
if  they  had  compared  the  Yazoo  act  with  the 
constitution  of  Georgia,  they  would  have  found 
no  power  in  the  constitution  authorizing  the 
Legislature  to  sell,  and  this  circumstance  alone 
would  have  put  them  upon  their  guard— at  least 
this  would  have  been  the  effect  on  all  rational 
and  prudent  men. 

But  there  was  cause  of  suspicion  on  the  very 
face  of  the  act  itself.  The  Legislature  sold  fifty 
millions  of  acres  of  as  fine  a  country  as  any 
on  the  globe  for  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Would  not  prudent  men  looking  at  this  single 
fact,  have  inquired  how  comes  this?  Would  not 
prudent  men  about  to  embark  in  a  speculation  so 
enormous  have  thought  it  worth  their  while  to 
send  an  agent  from  Boston  to  Georgia,  to  scruti- 
nize and  investigate  the  merits  of  this  transaction? 
But,  sir,  these  are  circumstances  to  excite  suspi- 
cion only.  The  people  of  Georgia  themselves 
gave  to  the  claimants  the  most  prompt,  direct, 
and  unexceptionable  notice.  Remember  that  more 
than  a  year  elapsed  between  the  passage  of  the 
Yazoo  act  and  the  purchase  by  the  claimants. 
The  events  which  followed  the  passage  of  the 
Yazoo  act  portended  a  revolution  in  Georgia,  as 
terrible  and  as  bloody  as  the  revolution  of  Paris 
or  of  La  Vendue.  If  the  claimants  had  lived  in 
the  farther  India ;  if  they  had  lived  in  the  islands 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  they  would  have  received 
notice  long  before  they  purchased.  Scarce  had 
the  Yazoo  act  passed  the  Legislature  when  the 
whole  country  was  in  a  ferment.  The  great 
body  of  the  people,  who,  unlike  their  Representa- 
tives, remained  uncorrupted  and  faithful  to  them- . 
selves,  were  everywhere  in  motion  to  counteract  I 


the  projects  of  the  traitors.    Their  grand  juries 
and  committees  everywhere  denounced  the  act 
an  usurpation,  called  upon  the  country  to  assert 
its  rights  and  to  put  down  the  corruption  and  the 
corrupted.    Greneral  Jackson — Sir,  I  cannot  think 
of  General  Jackson  without  speaking  of  him  as  m 
man  of  rare  patriotism  and  integrity — a  man  who, 
if  he  had  lived  in  the  days  of  Rome's  greatness,  or 
rather  of  Rome's  virtue,  would  have  had  his  bust  in 
theCapitol-*I  speak  of  him  thus,  becaasehis  mem- 
ory is  intimately  connected  with  thb  transaction; 
he  was  the  only  man  I  ever  did  know  who  was  at 
all  times  ready  to  lay  down  his  Ufe^  to  sacrifiee 
his  wife  and  children  and  his  fortme  to  his  comi- 
try.    Gkneral  Jackson  was  at  that  time  a  Senator 
in  Congress  at  Philadelphia ;  he  was  called  by 
the  people  of  Georgia,  pvbHcly  called  from  his  seat 
in  Uongress  to  aid  in  rescinding  the  asorped  act^ 
he  obeyed.    The  address  of  the  people  and  Im 
answer  were  published  in  all  the  newspapers  of 
the  day.    A  man  by  the  name  of  Thomas,  one  of 
the  corrupted  Senators,  was  murdered  in  his  own 
house,  that  he  together  with  his  testimony  (for  he 
bore  witness  to  the  corruption  and  threatened  to 
confess)  might  be  consigned  to  oblivion.     By 
some  it  was  said  the  speculators  had  mnrderea 
him,  bv  others  that  his  indignant  constituents  had 
done  the  deed.    The  truth  is^  that  the  greatest 
efforts  were  necessary  to  restram  the  people  from 
acts  of  violence.    Now,  sir,  all  these  things  were 
done,  not  in  secret  to  deceive  the  innocent  par- 
chasers  of  New  England ;  they  were  done  pub- 
licly and  in  the  face  of  day ;  they  were  published 
in  all  the  newspapers  of  the  time,  from  Boston  to 
Savannah;  ana  yet  these  things  were  to  the  in* 
nocent  purchasers  of  New  England,  as  if  they 
had  never  been.  Yes,  sir,  if  yon  believe  the  claim- 
ants they  were  as  ignorant  of  them  as  the  people 
of  Crim  Tartary.    They  tell  jrou  thev  never  read 
newspapers.    The  mail  runnmg  weekly  between 
Boston  and  Savannah — ^the  coasting  trade  open*- 
and  yet  the  claimants  are  innocent  purchasers; 
for  one  whole  year  they  heard  not  a  word  of  whac 
was  passing  in  Gleorgia.    If  the  mails  had  beea 
stopped,  if  tne  coasting  trade  had  been  intermpted, 
if  all  communication  had  been  cut  ofi^  this  plea 
of  ignorance  might  have  been  set  up.    In  the 
then  state  of  intercourse  of  the  civilized  world,  if 
the  claimants  had  lived  in  Batavia  they  would 
have  had  notice  long  before  they  purchased. 

But  there  is  other  evidence  of*^  notice  still  more 
conclusive.  On  the  17th  of  February.  17S^  that 
is  to  say  six  weeks  after  the  passage  or  the  Yazoo 
act,  General  Washington  sent  to  Congress  a  pab- 
lie  message  to  the  following  effect :  **  I  have  re- 
'  ceived  copies  of  two  acts  of  the  Legislature  of 

*  G^rgia,  one  passed  on  the  28th  of  December, 
^  the  other  on  the  7th  January  last,  for  appropria- 
'  ting  and  selling  the  Indian  lands  within  the 
'  territorial  limits  claimed  by  that  State.  Theae 
'  copies,  though  not  officially  certified,  have  bean 

*  transmitted  to  me  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave 
'  no  room  to  doubt  their  authenticity.  These 
I  acts  embrace  an  object  of  such  magnitude,  and 

*  in  their  consequences  may  so  deeply  affect  the 
<  peace  and  welfare  of  the  United  States,  that  I 
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'  have  thought  it  necessary  bow  to  lay  theiD  he- 
'  fore  Congress." 

Here  then  was  notice  to  all  the  world,  notice 
at  least  that  something  was  wron^.  General 
Washington^  from  the  elevation  of  his  high  office, 
standing  as  it  were  on  the  top  of  Mount  Sinai, 
with  an  angel  voice,  reaching  the  extremities  of 
the  earth,  proclaimed,  beware  \  A  more  distinct, 
audible,  universal  notice  could  not  have  been 
given  to  all  mankind.  The  claimants  heeded  no 
more  the  warning  of  General  Washington  than 
thejr  did  the  barking  of  a  foist.  Congress  referred 
the  message  to  a  committee.  The  committee  re- 
ported a  resolution  and  bill  authorizing  the  £x- 
ecutive  to  extinguish  the  title  of  Georgia  to  the 
country  in  question.  With  the  Yazoo  act  before 
$hem,  the  committee  did  not  deign  to  speak  of 
the  sale  to  the  claimants,  but,  treating  the  Tazoo 
act  as  null  and  void,  proceeded  to  treat  with 
Georgia  for  the  extinguishment  of  her  title.  The 
claimants  say  they  never  heard  of  the  proclama- 
tion of  General  Washington.  They  never  read 
newspapers* 

But  this  is  not  all — the  claimants  stand  con- 
victed under  their  own  hands  and  seals ;  they  are 
guilty  purchasers  on  the  face  of  their  own  title 
deed.  Not  only  did  their  title  deed  not  contain 
a  general  warranty  in  their  favor,  it  contained  an 
express  stipulation,  that  in  no  event  would  they, 
the  claimants,  go  back  upon  the  grantees  from 
whom  they  purchased,  for  even  the  consideration 
money,  on  account  of  any  defect  in  their  title. 
Under  their  own  hands  and  seals  did  the  claim- 
ants covenant  and  agree  that  the  grantees  of 
whom  they  bought  should  not  be  liable  to  refund 
the  purchase  money,  if  their  title  turned  out  to  be 
defective.  Sir,  this  is  a  fact  so  extraordinary 
and  incredible,  that  if  it  were  not  recorded  on  the 
title  deed  itself,  I  would  hesitate  to  declare  it.  It 
is  without  example  in  transactions  between  man 
and  man.  Do  you  not  see,  but  for  this,  the  claim- 
ants would  have  resorted  to  the  original  grantees 
for  their  purchase  money,  with  interest  and  dam- 
ages; that  is  to  say,  they  would  have  resorted  to 
the  same  remedy  as  all  other  men  do  under  like 
circumstances  in  every  country ;  thejF  would  have 
recovered  their  purchase  money  paid  for  a  con- 
sideration which  had  failed,  for  a  title  which  had 
proven  defective,  with  interest  and  damages — 
they  would,  in  fact,  have  had  all  the  remedy  to 
which  innocent  purchasers,  without  notice,  are 
entitled  by  the  laws  of  any  country.  But  thev 
precluded  themselves  by  their  own  act  and  deed, 
and  because  thev  have  done  so,  are  we  bound  to 
indemnify  them?  ^They  have  as  much  right  to 
apply  for  indemnity  to  the  Emperor  of  China. 
Btit  there  is  another  fact;  the  rescinding  Legisla- 
ture met  in  the  beginning  of  January,  '96--the 
claimants  purchased  on  the  13th  of  February, '96^ 
on  the  opening  of  the  Legislature  the  preparatory 
motion  was  made  to  rescind  the  usurped  act ;  the 
claimants,  therefore,  had  six  weeks  to  inform 
themselves  of  what  was  doing  and  what  was 
about  to  be  done  in  the  Georgia  Legislature,  be- 
fore they  purchased.  But  there  is  another  fact, 
which  ought  to  be  conclusive  on  this  point— a 


gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  many  years  a 
member  of  this  House,  resident  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Boston,  uniformly  declared  they  had  no- 
tice; that  gentleman,  respectable  for  his  good 
sense  and  integrity,  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  parties,  constantly  passing  in  and  from  Boston, 
perfectly  familiar  with  the  circumstances  of  the 
purchase,  constantly  affirmed  that  he  was  himself 
knowing  to  the  corruption  of  the  Greorgia  Legis- 
lature at  the  date  of  the  purchase^  and  that  the 
claimants  were  as  knowing  to  it  as  himself. 
Here,  then,  is  the  testimony  of  a  disinterested 
man.  You  oppose  to  it  the  declarations  of  the 
interested  claimants.  The  truth  is,  the  claimants 
had  knowledge  of  the  fraud.  Like  other  specu- 
lators, they  bought  to  sell  again ;  all  they  wanted, 
was  the  wax  and  the  parchment.  They  cared 
not  a  straw  for  anything  else;  for  fraud  or  cor- 
ruption, or  defect  of  title,  if  it  answered  the  pur- 
pose of  the  grantees,  it  would  answer  the  purpose 
of  the  claimants;  the  claimants  took  the  title 
deed  for  better  for  worse,  and  if  they  had  not 
known  that  Congress  might  be  teased  and  wor- 
ried out  of  anything,  they  never  would  have  had 
the  effrontery  to  set  up  a  claim  against  you. 

But,  it  is  said  the  commissioners  reported  in 
favor  of  a  compromise.  What  does  this  amount 
to  ?  No  more  than  a  report  of  a  committee  of 
the  House,  which  you  resjMct  only  as  its  merits 
may  entitle  it  to  respect.  The  commissioners  in- 
vestigated the  claims  ;  laid  before  you  in  all  its 
nakedness  the  fraud  and  corruption,  from  begin- 
ning to  end,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  which 
no  man  of  common  sense  could  avoid,  that  the 
claimants  had  no  title  whatsoever.  Here,  sir,  the 
commissioners  ought  to  have  stopped ;  but,  strange 
to  say,  they  suggested  to  Congress  the  expediency 
of  a  compromise.  What!  you  ask,  is  it  possible 
that  such  men  as  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Gallatin,  and 
Mr.  Lincoln,  should  have  followed  up  such  a  con- 
clusion by  such  a  suggestion  ?  No  title,  and  yet 
recommend  the  compromise  of  a  title  !  Never 
were  two  propositions  more  inconsistent.  You 
will  sav  there  must  have  been  some  reason  for 
this.  I  will  tell  you  the  reason :  it  was  the  same 
reason  that  operated  on  the  10th  Congress  to  sur- 
render the  embargo — the  clamor  of  a  formidable 
party.  The  commissioners  were  surrounded  by 
a  host  of  claimants,  as  we  are  now ;  they  found 
them  a  troublesome  set,  growing  every  day  strong- 
er and  stronger.  They  yielded — they  said,  though 
they  have  no  title,  yet  you  had  better  g'lYe  them 
money  and  send  them  about  their  business.  This 
is  all  that  can  be  said  now. 

But,  it  has  been  alleged,  that  the  United  States 
have  engaged  to  compromise.  Not  so.  The 
United  States  are  as  free  to  compromise,  or  not 
to  compromise,  as  if  nothing  had  been  said  or 
done  on  the  subject.  It  is  said  that  th^^nited 
States  are  bound  to  compromise,  because  five 
millions  were  set  apart  by  the  articles  of  agree«# 
ment  and  cession,  for  the  indemnification  of  these 
and  other  claims.  True!  But  on  condition 
only,  that  Congress  should,  upon  an  investigation 
of  the  merits  of  the  claims,  oelieve  that  in  right 
and  justice,  they  ought  to  be  compensated.   The 
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history  of  this  part  of  the  business  is  simply  this : 
When  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States 
and  of  Georgia  were  negotiating  the  terms  of 
purchase  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  the  claim- 
ants got  about  them  and  harassed  them  with  in- 
cessant importunity.  The  commissioners  of  the 
United  States  said  to  the  commissioners  on  the 
part  of  Georgia,  you  see  how  we  are  embarrassed 
by  these  claimants ;  will  it  not  be  better  to  quiet 
them,  by  making  a  reservation  in  their  favor  ? 
Never  1  indignantly  answered  the  Georgia  com- 
missioners ;  we  will  never  consent  to  compromise 
the  infamous  corruption.  But,  said  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  United  States,  will  you  not  agree 
to  make  a  conditional  reservation,  leaving  it  to  the 
United  States  to  make  them  compensation^  or  not. 
upon  an  investigation  of  the  merits  of  their  claim? 
To  this  the  commissioners  of  Georgia  could  have 
no  objection  $  it  was  a  matter  for  the  United 
States.  They  did  object,  however,  to  give  any 
pledge  whatsoever  to  compromise  the  claim. 
Nay,  more ;  they  insisted  tiiat  if  Congress  did 
not  within  a  year  set  apart  the  five  millions  of 
acres,  it  should  never  be  m  the  power  of  Congress 
to  compensate  them  at  all,  under  any  circumstan- 
ces. The  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Georgia 
said  to  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States : 
If  the  United  States  choose,  at  any  time,  to  com- 
promise this  corruption,  we  cannot  help  it ;  but 
we  will  never  give  our  sanction  or  countenance 
to  it,  because  we  believe  the  claim  unfounded  in 
right,  justice,  or  morality ;  if  you  upon  investi- 
gation think  otherwise,  here  are  the  five  millions 
of  acres  set  apart,  out  of  which  you  may  com- 
pensate ;  if  you  can,  even  in  faro  consdentUB,  con- 
sent to  compromise  this  corruption,  be  the  sname 
and  scandal  of  it  upon  you.  The  United  States 
did  accordingly  within  one  year  set  apart  the  five 
millions  of  acres  to  coinpensate  this  and  other 
claims,  but  upon  the  same  coadidon  and  in  the 
same  words  as  the  articles  of  agreement  and  ces- 
sion ;  that  is  to  say,  upon  condition  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  upon  an  investigation  of  the  merits  of 
the  claims,  should  determine  they  were  founded 
in  right  and  justice.  The  question  is  now  as  it 
lias  always  been,  are  the  claims  founded  in  right 
aAd  justice  ? 

But  to  remove  everv  impression  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  pledged  in  the  remotest  degree,  I 
refer  you  to  Mr.  Gallatin  himself,  and  to  the  re- 
port of  a  committee  of  the  House,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  letter  addressed  to  Mr. 
Dana,  the  chairman  of  the  Yazoo  committee, 
dated  9th  January,  1805,  says,  (speaking  of  the 
object  of  the  reservation  of  the  five  millions,)  "  to 

*  leave  it  in  their  power  to  compromise  with  that 
'  description  of  claimants,  by  allowing  so  much 

*  of  the  surplus  of  five  millions  of  acres  as  they 
'  might  think  proper,  without,  at  the  same  time, 

*  pledging  Government  to  enter  into  a  compro- 
'  mise,  if  upon  a  full  view  of  all  the  circumstances 

*  of  the  case,  a  different  course  was  thought  more 
<  eligible."  Thus,  you  see, according  toMr. Gal- 
latin, the  United  States  are  at  perfect  liberty  to 
compromise  or  not,  at  their  discretion,  as  it  no 
Utticles  of  agreement  and  cession  had  ever  been 


entered  into ;  as  if  no  law  had  erer  been  passed 
setting  apart  the  five  millions  of  acres.  ITout 
committee  appointed  on  this  subject  at  the  last 
session  of  the  last  Congress,  say  the  same  thing. 
Their  language  is,  ''Congress  is  not  bound  to 
•  compromise,  if.  upon  an  investigation  of  the 
'  merits  of  the  claims,  they  shall  be  found  unsup- 
'  ported  by  right  and  justice."  The  assertion, 
therefore,  that  the  Government  is  pledged,  is  a 
mere  pretext,  as  is  every  other  reason  assigned  for 
the  compromise. 

But  it  is  contended  that  the  Supreme  Court 
have  decided  in  favor  of  the  claimants  and  against 
the  United  States ;  that  it  is  better  to  give  up  a 
part  than  to  lose  the  whole.    Sir,  there  is  no  dan- 

fer  of  our  losing  the  whole  or  a  part,  if  we  will 
0  our  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  the  country.  The 
Supreme  Court  cannot  decide  the  rights  of  the 
United  States  in  a  case  to  which  the  United 
States  not  onlv  were  not  a  |Mirty,  but  lo  which 
they  cannot,  by  any  Constitutional  possibility, 
be  a  party  without  their  consent.  The  case  of 
Fletcher  and  Peck  was  a  decision  of  a  feigned 
issue,  made  up  between  two  speculators,  to  decide 
certain  points,  in  the  decision  of  which  they  were 
interested.  Will  any  man,  in  his  senses,  say  that 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  public  prop- 
erty could  be  affected  by  such  decision  1  This 
doctrine  is  almost  as  shocking  as  the  other  doc- 
trine set  up  in  support  of  the  compromise.  The 
representatives  or  the  people  may  betray  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  people  are  without  remedy.  I  trust, 
sir,  that  neither  the  one  or  the  other  will  be  coun^ 
tsnanced  by  you;  but  thatyou  will,  without 
hesitation,  reject  the  bill.  Whenever  it  is  cea- 
ceded  that  it  is  competent  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
in  a  case  between  A  and  B,  to  take  from  the 
United  States  fifty  miliions  of  acres  of  land,  it 
will  be  time  for  the  Government  to  make  a  vol- 
untary surrender  of  the  public  property  to  who- 
soever will  have  it.  The  public  property  would 
be  nothing  but  an  expense,  an  encumbnocOi  which 
it  would  be  profitable  to  shake  off  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible.  No,  sir ;  the  Government  is 
the  guardian,  the  trustee  of  the  public  property. 
Like  all  Governments,  they  must  of  necessLly  de- 
termine their  own  rights  of  property ;  and  if  they 
remain  faithful  to  those  rights,  all  the  decisions 
of  ail  the  judicial  tribunals  under  Heaven  cannot 
deprive  you  of  a  square  acre  of  the  public  land. 
But,  sir,  I  am  tired  and  disgusted  with  this  sub- 
ject.   I  hope  the  bill  will  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Wrioht,  of  Blaryland,  took  the  floor  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Troup,  and  commenced  by  a  brief 
statement  of  the  case,  neaxif  as  follows.  The 
Legislature  of  Georgia,  in  the  year  17^5,  by  an 
act,  (the  title  of  which  he  recited,^  sold  the  lands 
now  in  controversy,  and  received  into  the  Treas* 
ury  of  Georgia  the  whole  purchase  money,  or  so 
much  as  the  act  required,  and  received  in  return 
an  act  duly  authenticated  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, conveying  the  land,  from  the  Grovernor  of 
that  State.  In  December  of  the  same  year,  the 
Legislature  of  the  same  State  declared  tliat  act  to 
be  null  and  void.  The  first  act,  indeed,  contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  sac 
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down,  had  beea  considered  to  be  authorized  by 
the  CotistitutroB  of  Gkorgia,  for  the  Legislature 
not  00I7  repealed  it,  but  a  eottTention  was  called, 
and  the  Constitution  changed  so  as  to  wrest  from 
the  Legislature  a  power  they  had  corruptly  ex- 
ercised. By  these  acts  the  Legislature  recognised 
the  Constitcrtional  power  of  the  former  Legisla- 
ture to  sell  the  land^  and  the  validity  of  the  act 
itself.  Bf  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
full  ikith  and  credit  were  required  to  be  given  to 
the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings 
of  each  State.  Now  a  statute  was  a  record  of 
the  first  order,  and  to  it  full  faith  and  credit  must 
be  given,  unless  they  meant  to  tear  this  leaf  out 
of  the  Constitution.  The  act  of  Georgia  was 
formal  and  precise^  conveying  land  for  a  certain 
coaelderation,  and  in  virtue  thereof  the  land  was 
conveyed..  Could  a  lawyer  be  found  on  earth, 
on  the  production  of  this  evidence,  who  woula 
go  into  the  inquiry  whether  the  body  which  pass- 
ed that  act  had  been  corrupt  or  not?  The  sover- 
eigntv  of  a  State  resided  in  the  Legislature.  The 
acts  acne  under  any  law  passed  by  a  Legislature 
must  be  valid,  and  thougn  it  may  be  repealed  in 
fatvre^  those  ^roceedin^  cannot  be  invalidated. 
If  a  compromise  of  claims  thus  valid  could  be 
eiTeeted,  be  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  make  it,  and 
he  believed  the  interests  of  the  country  imperi- 
ouriy  to  require  it.  Though  the  ways  of  justice 
may  be  slow,  they  will  be  sure,  and  if  a  compro- 
mise be  not  effected,  the  claimants  will  obtain 
the  whole  of  their  demand.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  had,  in  conclusion,  remarked  that 
the  courts  had  surreptitiously  decided  this  case. 
The  partlee  might  have  brought  it  surreptitiously 
before  the  cofurt,  hut  the  court  had  no  snare  in  it, 
for  thetr  wish  was  to  decrease  rather  than  to  in- 
crease the  business  of  the  court.  But  the  case 
had  been  decided  on  a  suit,  the  investigation  of 
which  brought  before  the  court  all  the  circum- 
stances, and  the  court  had  decided  that  payment 
of  a  bond  given  fbr  the  purchase  of  a  part  of  this 
claim  could  not  be  withheld  on  the  stound  that 
the  claim  was  not  fairly  acquired.  It  had  been 
alleged,  and  it  was  no  doubt  true,  that  the  first 
purchase  was  corrupt  and  fraudulent;  bnt  the 
claim  did  not,  Mr.  W.  contended,  now  rest  on  its 
otiginal  merits ;  if  it  did,  he  should  be  as  decided- 
ly opposed  to  it  as  any  one.  Mr.  W.  then  quoted 
the  act  reserving  five  millions  of  acres  of  the 
land  ceded  by  Georgia  to  the  United  States,  for 
the  purpose  of  covering  such  claims,  evidently 
intending  the  claims  contemplated  by  this  act,  as 
should  be  brought  forward  bereafber,  and  entered 
into  an  inrvestigation  of  its  object,  and  the  motives 
of  those  who  advocated  it.  He  adverted  to  the 
clamor  by  wiiich  this  subject  had  been  confused 
heretofore,  and  to  the  typographical  denuncia- 
tions which  condemned  many  a  man  unjustly, 
without  meeting  him  fairly  on  his  motives.  He 
said  he  should  not  go  back  to  consider  the  origi- 
nal question  of  the  validity  of  this  claim,  which, 
however,  had  been  established  by  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  because  the  commissioners 
had  determined  that  if  these  persons  would  ac- 
cept of  five  millions  of  acres  in  lieu  of  their 


claim,  they  should  have  it.  The  claim,  how*- 
ever,  was  one  which  every  judiciary  in  the  world 
would  declare  perfect ;  and  would  not  any  one 
be  deemed  a  madman,  after  a  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  against  him.  who  would  refuse 
to  receive  a  relinquishment  ot  the  claim  adjudged 
against  him,  when  he  could  obtain  it  for  a  tenth 
part  of  its  amount  ?  The  former  rejection  of  a 
bill  of  the  same  nature  as  this,  Mr.  W.  said,  was 
owiuff  to  out-of-door  clamor,  and  the  denuncia- 
tions he  had  before  referred  to,  which  had  caused 
it  to  be  rejected  without  a  consideration  of  the 
merits  of  the  question.  The  geographical  po- 
sition of  the  claimants  of  this  land,  he  further 
said,  ought  to  induce  the  House  not  now  to  reject 
it  again  without  due  consideration.  There  never 
was  a  case  so  surrounded  with  authority  as  was 
the  compromise  embraced  in  the  bill  now  before 
the  House.  A  Secretary  of  State,  (now  Presi^ 
dent,)  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  and  an  At- 
torney (General,  on  behalf  of  the  Cfeneral  Gov- 
ernment, and  three  Representatives  from  (Georgia, 
on  behalf  of  that  State,  had  combined  to  recom- 
mend it.  He  again  a(fverted  to  the  advantages 
this  mode  of  settlement  offered  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  dwelt  on  it  at  some  length,  as  well  as 
on  the  sanctity  of  the  title  of  the  present  claim- 
ants under  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
against  whose  awards  he  hoped  never  to  see  the 
bayonet  employed.  He  feared  not  to  advocate 
this  bill  on  account  of  the  clamor  against  it.  Let 
justice  be  done  though  the  heavens  fall.  With 
the  views  of  the  case  he  had  taken,  Mr.  W.  said 
he  was  prepared  to  let  the  bill  take  the  usual 
course  of  all  bills  in  this  House,  and  therefore, 
was  against  rejection. 

After  the  interchange  of  a  few  further  remarks, 
in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  between  Mr.  Troup  and 
Mr.  Wright— 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  SouthCarolina^poke  at  con- 
siderable length  against  the  bill.  We  shall  only 
attempt  a  recapitulation  of  the  principal  points 
of  his  speech.  He  stated  briefiy  the  facts  of  the 
case.  If  the  first  act  of  Georgia  was  lawful  and 
proper,  no  subsequent  act  of  repeal  could  rescind 
or  impair  contracts  under  it.  But  the  original 
act  was  void,  on  the  principle  that  any  deed  or 
grant  obtained  by  fraud  is  null ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  though  the  repealing  act  was  nugatory,  the 
honest  intention  of  the  Legislature  who  passed  ft 
was  shown  by  the  idea  it  held  out  that  any  money 
paid  under  tne  former  act  should  be  refunded  to 
the  claimants.  After  some  general  remarks  on 
the  nature  of  contracts  and  conveyances,  he  re- 
marked, that  if  yon  constitute  an  agent  you  are 
bound  iy  his  acts  performed  under  autnority ; 
but  if  he  openly  and  wickedly  engage  in  a  frauds 
ulent  transaction  to  injure  you,  he  is  no  longer 
in  the  eye  of  the  law  your  agent ;  you  are  no  longer 
responsible  for  his  acts.  That  there  was  fraud 
in  this  case  was  beyond  question,  as  was  proved 
by  abundant  evidence,  some  of  which  Mr.  F. 
quoted.  It  had  been  said,  also,  that  the  present 
claimants  were  purchasers  without  notice,  and 
therefore  guiltless  of  the  fraud,  and  entitled  to  their 
claim.    Mr.  F.  denied  that  they  were  purchasers 
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without  notice,  and  cited  dates,  circumstances, 
and  documeots  to  show  that  they  were  not*  But 
it  had  been  said  the  Gorernment  was  pledged  on 
this  head.  If  that  were  a  fact,  Mr.  F.  said  it  was 
a  stubborn  one,  and  would  decide  his  vote.  But 
the  Gorernment  was  not  pledged.  He  had  in 
Tain  looked  for  any  act  pledging  them,  and  defied 
gentlemen  to  point  it  out  to  him.  Neither  the 
compact  with  Georgia  nor  the  subsequent  acts  of 
Congress  contained  any  such  pledge.  As  to  this 
compromise  proposed,  how  did  Congress  know 
the  claimants  would  accept  it  ?  Would  it  not  be 
binding  on  the  United  States  without  being  at 
all  obligatory  on  the  claimants  ?  He  believed  it 
would ;  and  being  therefore  opposed  to  the  bill 
in  every  point  of  view,  should  vote  to  reject  it. 

Mr.  Lattimorb,  of  Mississippi,  expressed  his 
admiration  of  the  zeal  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  but  could  not  think  it  correctly  applied. 
What  would  be  the  consequence  of  the  defeat  of 
this  compromise  ?    Did  gentlemen  mean  to  pub- 
lish those  who  were  guilty  for  the  fraud  commit- 
ted in  this  transaction  ?    If  they  did,  they  would 
miss  their  aim.    They  had  almost  universalljr  sold 
out  their  claims  to  second  persons.    The  original 
purchasers  were  generally  persons  who  had  sus- 
tained a  good  reputation  and  all  that  distinction 
in  life  which  wealth  is  calculated  to  excite.   Even 
if  they  desired  to  punish  second  purchasers,  they 
would  miss  their  aim ;  for  thejr  were  also  secure. 
The  Supreme  Court,  from  which  there  is  no  ap- 
peal, had  decided  the  principle  in  favor  of  them. 
What  then  would  be  the  consequence  of  refusing 
to  compromise  these  claims?    The  people  of 
Mississippi  Territory,  who  live  on  the  land  em- 
braced by  these  claims,  will  suffer ;  the  blow  will 
fall  on  the  devoted  heads  of  those  who  have  ac- 
quired rights  under  Spanish  and  American  grants, 
and  for  whom  no  reparation  is  provided.    I  have 
been  asked^  said  he,  what  part  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  is  embraced  in  the  claim,  and  I  have 
endeavored  to  inform  myself.    It  embraces  two- 
thirds  of  a  territory  four  hundred  miles  square. 
What  settlements  are  put  in  danger  ?    A  strip  of 
territory  extending  from  Tombigbee  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi is  not  embraced ;  every  other  settlement, 
plantation^  and  house,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory 
IS  involved  and  in  danger.    The  gentleman  from 
Georgia  says,  if  their  claim  begood,give  the  claim- 
ants the  whole  fifty  millions  of  acres,  and  say  no 
more  about  it.    Say  no  more  about  it !    Are  the 
people  of  Mississippi  to  be  turned  from  their  homes, 
to  sustain  all  the  consequences,  and  no  reparation 
to  be  made  them  ?    As  to  this  project  or  a  com- 
promise, Mr.  L.  said,  he  was  not  particularly  par- 
tial to  it,  though  he  had  reason  to  think  favorably 
of  it,  because  of  the  source  whence  it  had  emana- 
ted, and  because  it  was  the  only  one  that  had  ever 
been  proposed.    What  would  be  the  course,  he 
asked,  these  claims  would  take,  if  no  compromise 
took  place  ?    So  soon  as  there  should  be  a  court 
in  that  Territory  with  federal  jurisdiction,  an  ac- 
tion of  ejectment  would  be  brought.    He  had 
himself,  he  said,  before  now,  seen  the  bloody  con- 
sequences of  an  action  of  ejectment  in  individual 
cases;  and  what  would  they  be  when  a  whole 


community  of  twentjr  thousand  persons  were  to 
be  ejected,  evicted,  driven  from  possession  7  He 
did  not  speak  of  things  as  he  wished,  but  as  he 
apprehended;  and  he  called  upon  the  House  to 
protect  that  people  from  consequences  which  ha 
was  fearful  would  be  realized.  The  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  had  performed  a  solemn  duty 
in  passing  this  bill,  and  it  now  rested  with  this 
House  to  preserve  the  rights  and  peace  of  the 
people  of  the  Territory  he  repreiiented,  to  preserve 
them  from  litigation  and  vexation,  from  distress, 
from  blood. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia;  produced  a  record  of  the 
date  of  purchases  of  the  present  claimants  to 
show  that  they  had  notice  of  this  most  fraudulent 
transaction  that  ever  disgraced  this  nation.  He 
denied  the  power  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia 
in  any  way  to  have  sold  the  land  in  question,  and 
called  on  gentlemen  to  point  it  out. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  Vermont,  spoke  decidedly  against 
rejection.  He  acknowledged  the  atrocitv  of  the 
fraud  of  the  transaction ;  but  claims  had  ariseii 
under  it,  on  which  some  decision,  ought  to  be 
speedily  made,  as  well  to  settle  the  coarse  of  pro- 
ceeding, as  to  put  an  end  to  the  feelings  it  created 
in  this  House.  Even  our  laws  on  general  sub- 
jects had  features  in  them,  he  said,  produced  by 
the  agitation  of  this  question,  which  posterity 
would  always  regret.  Another  reason  for  decid- 
ing at  once,  and  solemnly  this  question.was,  that 
the  very  evidence  of  the  frauc^  which  no  pains 
had  been  taken  legally  to  perpetuate,  was  decay- 
ing and  wearing  out  of  existence,  and  in  a  few 
years  even  that  could  not  be  introduced  against 
their  claims  in  a  court  of  justice.  The  propriety 
of  quietinj^  the  minds  of  settlers,  indeed  every 
consideration,  concurred  to  require  an  immolate 
decision,  dbc. 

Mr.  INQEBSOLL,  of  Pennsylvania,  professing 
himself  unprepared  to  decide  under standin|^y  on 
this  very  interesting  question,  moved  to  lay  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  on  the  table.  Foe 
the  motion  60,  against  it  81. 

This  motion  being  lost,  Mr.  L  moved  to  ad- 
journ, which  motion  was  also  lost — yeas  61. 

Mr.  Gbobvenob,  of  New  York,  stated  that  he 
should  vote  against  rejection,  because  it  was  an 
unusual  course ;  without  deciding  at  present  how 
he  should  finally  vote  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  FiBC.  of  New  York,  made  nearly  the  same 
avowal ;  adding  that  he  thought  a  rejection  of  the 
bill  would  not  be  respectful  to  the  other  hranch 
of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  IkobbbolLj  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  was 
placed  in  such  a  situation  now  that  he  must  vote 
against  the  bill ;  for  doing  which  he  would  assi^ 
but  one  reason — that  whatever  were  the  ments 
of  the  controversy  in  relation  to  these  claims,  this 
bill  was  not  calculated  to  settle  it. 

The  question  was  about  to  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays ;  and 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  rose,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding to  explain  at  length  the  reason  why  he 
should  vote  asainst  the  rejection ;  when,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wbight.  and  with  consent  of  Mr.  O. 
to  the  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 
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Wednesday,  March  9. 

The  engrossed  bill  fortherelief  of  Joshaa  Sands; 
the  engrossed  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  the  land 
titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  the  Missouri 
Territory ;  and  the  engrossed  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Government  during 
the  year  1814,  were  severally  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

TAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  being  a  motion  to  reject  the 
bill  for  indemnifying  certain  claimants  to  land 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  Oaklet  rose  and  observed  that  he  had 
yesterday  remarked  to  the  House  that  it  was 
with  reluctance  that  he  should  enter  into  an  ex* 
amination  of  the  subject  at  the  present  stage  of 
the  discussion^  and  he  was  still  of  the  same  opin- 
ion.   He  did  not  flatter  himself  that  he  could 
make  an  impression  on  the  mind  of  any  gentle- 
man in  the  House ;  and  feeling  satisfied  that  a 
majority  of  the  House  would  not  be  disposed  to 
reject  the  bill  at  once,  which  had  the  sanction  of 
a  Tery  large  majority  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  and  feefinff  no  disposition  to  inter- 
fere with  the  ^ssa^e  of  other  bills,  particularly 
the  appropriation  bill  which  was  on  the  table, 
he  felt  a  disposition  on  his  part  to  let  the  ques- 
tion be  taken  without  delay.    He  would  merely 
remark  in  reply  to  those  who  objected  to  the  bill, 
on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  settle  the  contro- 
versy, that  that  was  no  reason  for  its  rejection, 
beeaase  the  bill  mi^  be  amended,  either  in 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  or  by  a  reference  to 
a  select  committee.    He  hoped  that  gentlemen 
who  were  in  favor  of  the  principle,  but  who  ob- 
jected to  the  details  of  the  bill,  would  let  it  go  to 
a  committee,  where  amendments  might  be  made. 
In  relation  to  one  important  fact  relied  on  by  the 
ffentlemen  from  Georgia  and  South  Carolina, 
(Messrs.  Troup  and  Farrow,)  with  respect  to 
the  claimants  having  notice  of  the  fraud,  he 
wonJd  say  a  few  words.    It  was  said  that  Gene- 
ral Wasbinoton's  Message  to  Congress,  or  as  it 
has  been  called,  his  proclamation,  gave  tnem  no- 
tice ;  by  a  recurrence  to  the  Message,  it  will  be 
seen  that  it  is  inapplicable.    In  the  first  place  it 
does  not  appear  that  it  was  made  public,  bat  even 
had  it  been,  it  was  known  that  the  United  States 
did  not  admit  the  right  of  the  land  to  be  in  the 
State  of  Georgia ;  it  was  known  that  a  contro- 
versy existed  on  the  subject.    What  says  the 
Message  itself?  *<  That  the  lands  sold  were  with- 
in the  territorial  limits  claimed  by  the  State  of 
Georgia."    General    Washinoton    having  re- 
ceived those  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia, 
by  which  the  lands  in  controversy  were  sold  to 
individnals,  very  properly  communicated  them 
to  Congress.    He  would  ask  if  any  human  being 
who  was  acquainted  with  these  circumstances 
could   have  believed  at  the  time  that  General 
Washiiioton  meant  to  give  notice  of  the  fraud 
practised  in  the  sale.    But  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  on  the  subject  of  notice,  observed,  that 
although  this  was  conclusive,  yet  there  was  ano- 


ther circumstance  still  more  conclusive,  and  that 
was  the  deeds  themselves,  which  stipulated  that 
the  grantors  should  not,  if  the  State  of  Georgia 
had  no  title,  be  obliged  to  refund  the  purchase 
money.  If  the  gentleman  would  recur  to  the 
historical  facts,  he  would  recollect  that  the  Span- 
ish Government  at  that  time  was  in  possession  of 
a  large  part  of  the  land,  and  that  the  United 
States  had  a  claim  to  it ;  the  purchasers  were 
willing  to  purchase  the  title  of  the  State  of  Geor* 
gia,  and  to  run  the  risk  of  other  claimants.  It 
was  purchased  by  the  original  grantors  on  specu- 
lation, and  sold  in  the  same  manner ;  of  course 
they  would  not  warrant  the  title;  if  they  war- 
ranted the  title  there  could  be  no  inducement  for 
them  to  sell  it  at  less  than  the  real  value.  The 
clause  stating  that  in  the  event  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  having  no  title,  the  sellers  would  not 
refund,  was  only  inserted  by  way  of  greater  cau- 
tion ;  it  was  in  order  to  avoid  any  dispute.  He 
had  intimated  bis  determination,  at  this  time,  to 
let  the  question  be  taken,  but  he  flattered  himself 
that  if  the  House  would  hereafter  give  him  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  bill  he 
would  show  that  the  claimants  had  a  legal  right 
to  the  lands ;  and,  admitting  that  they  had  not, 
that  there  were  manjr  considerations  or  the  most 
imperious  nature  which  would  justify  a  compro- 
mise with  them. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  obser- 
vations on  the  great  importance  of  this  subject, 
and  the  imposing  authorities  by  which  the  rec- 
ommendation of  a  compromise  is  surrounded. 
Under  such  circumstances,  and  the  pledge  which 
he  contended  had  been  ^piven  by  the  Gk>vernment 
to  compromise  the  claim  as  now  proposed,  he 
hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  rejected,  dbc. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  replied  to  the  latter 
argument,  and  denied  that  any  pledge  in  this 
respect  had  been  given  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  rose  to  remark 
only  upon  one  argument  which  had  been  used  in 
the  discussion  upon  this  question— that  the  pres- 
ent claimants  had  notice  before  purchase  or  the 
fraud.  He  said  the  subject  had  come  before  the 
judicial  tribunals  in  Connecticut,  where  many  of 
the  purchasers  resided,  and  it  had  been  incontro- 
vertibly  proved  that  the  first  purchasers  under 
the  act  were  totally  ignorant  or  the  fraud.  The 
purchase,  he  said^  was  divided  into  shares,  called 
scrip,  like  bank  stock,  and  passed  by  delivery, 
entitling  the  holder  to  such  quantities  of  land  as 
were  therein  named.  He  well  knew  some  of 
the  original  grantees  who  were  there  selling  the 
scrip  or  stock,  and  it  wan  represented  that  no 
fraud  had  taken  place. 

Mr.  MuRFREE,  of  North  Carolina,  observed 
that  this  subject  was  acknowledged  to  be  of  great 
importance,  affecting  the  claims  of  a  large  body 
of  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  and  he  therefore 
trusted  it  would  not  be  hastily  decided.  He  was 
not  certain,  he  said,  that  he  should  vote  for  the 
compromise  at  all,  because,  in  the  first  place,  he 
did  not  know  that  the  agents  of  the  company 
were  authorized  to  accept  it;  and  secondly,  be- 
eaase he  believed  the  United  States  could  make 
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a  better  bar^in  with  them.  But  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ezamiDiag  these  poiota,  and  of  further 
iDVestigation,  he  trusted  the  bill  would  not  be 
rejeetea,  but  suffered  to  take  tlie  usual  course. 
As  the  bill  at  present  stood,  he  said  he  should 
TOte  against  its  passage,  but  he  was  not  willing 
to  preclude  discussion  and  amendment  by  pre- 
mature rejection. 

The  qiiestion  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  bill, 
was  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  following 
rote: 

Ybjlb — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Bard,  Bamett, 
Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bnrwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Conard,  Crawford,  Cuthbert,  Baris  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Fanow, 
Forrfth,  Franklin,  GfaolsoO)  Goodwyn,  Oourdin,  Grif* 
tBf  Gnindy^  Hall,  Hawes,  HnngsiCrad,  lagenoll,  lag- 
ham»  Johnson  of  Virginia^  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Leflferls, 
Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  MeBtim,  McLean,  Moore,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Ormsby,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Penn* 
?'lvania,  Roane,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stanford, 
annehili,  Teliur,  Trovp,  Udree,  and  Whitehill— 66. 
Nats — ^Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbniy,  Bradley,  Bredtea* 
ridge,  Brighanit  Caperton,  Champion,  CiUey,  Ciaik, 
Comstock,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Cnlpeper,  Daven- 
port, Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dewey,  Ely,  Findley, 
risk  of  Yermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Gaston, 
Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hams^  Hufly,  Irving,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Yirgtnia,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent*  of  Maryland,  Kilbonm,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  King  of  North  CaroUna,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Lowndesy  Markeli,  McKee,  Miller,  Moffitt, 
Montgomery,  Moaeley,  Morfiree,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pick- 
eilng,  Pickeius  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Rich,  Richudson,  Ridgely*  RobertMw,  Rug* 
ries,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
New  Hampriiire,  Smith  of  New  Yoik,  Smith  of  Vir- 
gUiia,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Stuigea,  Taggari,  Tallmadge, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Yose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton»  White, 
WUeox,  WiUiams,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson 
of  Pena^lvania,  Winter,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yan- 
cey—9a. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  seeond  time  by  its 
title. 

Mr.  OAKI.BT,  of  I^w  Yotk,  moved  to  refer  t^ 
bill  lo«  select  committee. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  desultory  couvena- 
tion  between  Messrs.  Inqcbboll  of  Pennsylva* 
nia,  Maoom  of  North  Carolina.  Lattimobb  of 
MisBissippi.  Stanpobb  of  Nortn  Carolina,  Mc- 
Kbb  of  BLeniueky,  Troup  of  Qeoif  ia,  and  Ym- 
OBT  of  North  Carolina,  as  to  the  propriety  of  re- 
ferriag  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  the  Committee  of 
Public  Lands,  and  motions  for  these  several  ob- 
jects were  successively  rejected. 

The  motion  for  a  reference  to  a  select  com* 
mittee  prevailed  by  a  large  mt^ority. 

Mr.  Gbumdt,  of  Tennessee,  then  rose  to  move 
the  adoption  of  the  following  instruction  to  the 
select  committee. 

Ruokedf  That  the  committee  appointed  en  the 
above  bill  be  instructed  to  report  the  evidence  of  the 
authority  vested  in  the  agent  now  attending  to  com- 
promise  the  claims  set  up  by  the  respective  daimantis. 


Mr.  G.  said  that  as  a  majority  of  this  House 
appeared  to  be  of  opinion  with  the  Senate,  that 
a  compromise  could  and  ought  to  be  effected,  ic 
was  a  great  object  that  any  law  passed  on  tnis 
subject  should  be  so  pas&ed  as  to  be  effiactuai. 
That  it  might  be  effectual,  too  great  caution 
could  not  be  exercised  in  examining  the  author- 
ity under  which  these  agents  acted.  Mr.  G.  said 
he  had  voted  to  reject  the  bill,  and  should  vote 
against  any  bill  which  might  be  passed  on  the 
subject ;  but  if  such  an  act  were  to  pass,  he  was 
anxious  that  it  should  be  in  such  maauer  as  should 
attain  the  views  of  its  advocates. 

Mr.  Stanfobd,  of  North  Carolina,  trusted,  as 
the  subject  was  referred  to  a  comnaittee,  that 
they  would  be  instructed  lo  make  a  detailed  re» 
pott  on  the  merits  of  this,  perhaps,  the  most  base 
and  abominable  claim  the  world  ever  knerw, 
whose  origin  was  so  corrupt  and  revoJtiogr  to  the 
mind  of  every  honest  man.  He,  therefore,  moved 
to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  reffuire  the  eoaa- 
mittee  lo  make  a  "detailed  report." 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Oaslst  «i 
unnecessary  on  a  subject  so  fully  understood,  and 
so  frequently  reported  on  in  both  branches  d  the 
Legislature. 

Some  incidental  remarks  were  made  by  Mr. 
Neuion,  of  Virginia,  in  favor  of  prtnUag  ^|  the 
documents  relatmg  to  this  claim,  of  which,  al* 
though  heretofore  printed,  he  had  beeu  unable  ta 
find  a  copy  in  the  common  Library  of  the  HuBaUj 
and  he  believed  it  would  be  difficult  tuind  a 
complete  copy,  nor  perhaps  the  whole  of  the 
originals,  in  the  possession  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  JackboiI)  of  Viigiiiia,  remarked  that  these 
doeuttents  had  been  twice  or  thrice  priated  for 
the  use  of  the  Houae,  and  he  had  no  doi^t  thefe 
were  a  sufficient  aumber  of  copies  within  rewh 
of  the  members.  To  reprint  them  now  wouM 
require  a  lanfler  tiwe  than  was  allowed  for  the 
duration  of  the  preseat  session. 

Mt.  STAMroBD  confirmed  the  staleawDt  of  the 
difficulty  in  obtaining  a  complete  copf  of  rheK 
doeuaMats,  and  adverted  to  a  copy  anca  beloa^ 
ing  to  the  House,  out  of  which  some  imteresBed 
Yazoo  claimant,  be  supposed,  (for  no  other  per- 
son would  think  of  doing  it)  had  with  a  katfecat 
all  those  leaves  of  the  Iraok  which  eottiaiaed  the 
important  evidence  of  the  fraud  of  the  transac- 
tion. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Stampobd  to  ameod  ihe 
motion  of  Mr.  Grdmdt  was  negatived.  For  the 
motion  53)  against  it  70. 

Mr.  Inubrsoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  lo  Baove 
to  add  to  the  proposed  resolution  the  fi^h^iriBf 
amendment : 

«  And  that  the  committee  be  Ihrlfaer  instmcled  is 
ascertain  md  i<qM)rt  to  the  House  the  amooat  ofmomy 
actually  paid  by  bonaJUk  tiikd  puiehasem  Ibr  giaato 
or  titles  they  may  hold  under  the  origiaal  giaaft." 

Mr.  L  said  his  object  was  to  aacertain  the  amoant 
of  losses  for  which  these  third  purchaseta  elataied 
indemnity.  He  took  it  for  granted,  that  Comiws 
would  not  return  more  than  the  principal  ofmo- 
nef  actually  paid  by  them  for  these  claiiUi  and 
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ihe  interest  wjiere  it  wm  equitably  dae«  He  was 
desirous  that  this  business,  which  began  in  an 
enormous  scene  of  speculatioo,  should  not  also 
end  in  a  like  manner. 

Mr.  OiiXLGT  questioned  the  practicability  of 
the  object,  to  which  he  had  no  other  objection, 
except  ihe  labor  with  which  he  thought  it  would 
unnecessarily  burden  the  committee. 

Mr.  iRaERSOLL  modified  his  motion  by  inserting 
therein  the  words  ^practicable,  and  thus  mod- 
ified, his  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STAXfoan  objected  to  the  particularity  of 
the  motion  as  it  now  stood — referring  only  to  one 
species  of  claim.  Now,  Mr.  8.  said,  that  was  not 
the  only  Yaaoo  claim.  A  previous  act  had  been 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  selling  a 
part  of  the  TeryTand  embraced  in  this  claim. 
That  was  abo  a  x  azoo  purchase,  and  ought  to  be 
embraced  in  tbe  imjuiry.  Mr.  S.  did  not,  how- 
ever, make  any  motion  on  that  head. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  said'  that  it  would  be 
recollected  that  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  had 
passed  an  act  subsequent  to  the  grant  of  the  ori- 
ginal granteea  authorizing  the  withdrawal  by 
them  of  the  money  which  Uiey  had  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  Georgia,  under  which  $310,000  of 
the  money  had  been  actually  withdrawn.  With 
a  reference  to  this,  fact,  he  moved  to  amend  the 
resolutioo,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words : 

*<Ala0»  from  which  of  the  original  oonpeoies  the 
piesent  claimants  derive  tide,  and  the  amoimt  of  numej 
withdrawn  bj  any  of  the  originel  grantees,  or  their 
egent  or  agents,  from  the  treasory  of  Georgia." 

This  motion  was  further  modified,  on  the  sog- 
gestioa  of  Mr.  Stahfobd,  by  addine  the  worc^ 
orpenoMo  eUdming  under  them,  after  the  word 
granieea. 

Mr.  Wbiobt  remarked,  that  gentlemen  ap- 
peared to  him  CO  be  carving  out  for  the  commit* 
tee  more  work  than  they  could  possibly  go  through 
during  this  session.  He  could  not  bnt  think  the 
intention  was  to  delay  the  business,  so  as  to  defeat 
indirectly  an  object  which  the  House  had  directly 
determined  should  be  acted  on  during  the  pres* 
eat  session.'  He  concluded  bv  moving  that  the 
resolution  and  amendments  be  laid  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  OAELfiY  objected  to  Mr.  Hall's  motion, 
because  the  facts  required  to  be  ascertained  could 
have  no  influence  in  the  decision  on  the  question 
of  a  compromise  of  the  claims  now  before  the 
House,  because  they  acquired  all  the  title  they  pos* 
seseed  between  the  passage  of  the  first  act  by  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia  in  January,  1796,  and  the 
naseing  of  the  rescinding  act  in  February,  1790. 
under  the  latt«r  act  it  wofi  that  the  grantees 
had  gone  in  and  withdrawn  the  purchase-money 
from  the  Treasury  of  Georgia,  after  they  had 
tmnsferred  their  claims  to  other  hands.  They 
had  thus  committed  a  second  fraud,  which,  how- 
ever base  and  unjustifiable,  did  not  affect  the  titles 
of  those  who  purchased  from  them  in  the  inter- 
mediate time.  The  bill  contained  a  provision 
tlMtt  the  United  States  might  sue  for  and  recover 
fnmi  these  persons  the  mooev  thus  withdrawn ; 
but  the  facts  required-*-whicn  it  might  be  diffi- 
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oult  to  ascertain— -had  no  bearing  on  the  question 
before  the  House,  and  he  was  tner^ore  opposed 
to  the  proposed  amendment. 

After  some  further  conversation  between  Mr* 
Alston  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Wright  and 
Mr.  Barnbtt  of  Georgia — the  latter  of  whom 
expressed  his  opinion  that  an  inquiry  into  thii 
subject  would  uafold  some  curious  circumstances 
not  generally  known,  respecting  the  withdrawal 
of  this  money  from  the  treasury  of  Georgia — 
Mr.  Hall's  amendment  was  agreed  to;  the  first 
clause  of  it  without  opposition,  and  the  lattef 
clause  by  a  vote,  by  yeas  and  nays,  of  71  to  69,  as 
follows : 


YaAS— MesMRB.  AJUssBder,  Alston,  Bard,  Baiaett, 
B«sU,  Bowen,  Biewn,  Burwell,  CaldweH,  G«ear4 
CrasHM,  Creighlen,  Ciencb,  Davie  of  Pennaylvanie* 
Denoyellss,  Desha,  Dnvall,  EarK  Bpjpes^  Evanai  Pat* 
row,  Forney,  Fooiyth,  Franklin.  Gulbon,  GholMiii» 
Qoodwyn,  Goordin,  Qrifiln,  Hall,  Hacos,  Hawsa,  Bom^ 
gfiiktdt  logersoU,  Inghsm,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Ken-', 
nedy,  Keir,  Kershaw,  King  of  N.  Cacohna,  L«wndo% 
Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  MeKia,  McLeaxi,  Moore,  Mw^: 
frecw  Nelion,  Newton,  Orinaby,  Piofcena,  Piper,  Pleae* 
aniB,  Bea  of  Pennsylvania,  Ring9old,  Roane,  8age« 
Seiybert,  Smith  of  PennsyUaaia,  Smith  of  Yurginiai 
Stanford,  Strong,  Tannebill,  Taylor,  Tellur,  Treop» 
Udree,  WhitehUl,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yan- 

Nats — Messn*  Bayfies  of  Massaehnsetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbory,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton, 
Champion,  CtUey,  Clark,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cnlpeper,  Da* 
venpert,  DaWs  of  Maasachnsetts,  Dewsy,  ^y,  Fkh  ef 
New  York,  Geddes,  GresTonor,  Hale,  Hnfty,  Irving, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of. 
N.  York,  Kent  of  Marybmd,  Kilbonrn,  King  of  Maaaa^ 
duiaeits.  Law,  Lewis,  LoYett,  Markell,  McKee,  Mil- 
ler, Moffit,  Mosaley,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pickering,  Pitkin,. 
Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WiUUm  Reed,  Rich,  Richaid- 
aon,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Sherwood,  Bhipherd,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Sipith  of  New  York,  Stock- 
ton, Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  White,  Wil- 
cox, Williams,  Wilson  of  Massachnsetto,  Winter,  and 
Wright— 69. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  adontion 
of  the  whole  resolution,  as  amended,  in  the  foltow- 
ing  words : 

lUwhed,  That  the  committee  to  which  was  refeived 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  in- 
demnification of  certain  efaumavts  to  lands  in  the  Mia- 
siMippi  Terriloiy,"  be  inatrootad  to  report  the  evidence 
of  the  authority  vested  in  the  agents  now  attending  to 
comproBiise  the  claims  sat  up  hs  ^^  resf^ective  cmm- 
ants ;  and  that  the  committee  be  further  instructed  to 
ascertsin,  if  practicable,  and  report  to  the  House,  the 
amount  of  money  actually  paid  by  bona  fide  third  pur- 
chasers for  grants  or  titles  they  may  bold  under  the 
original  grant ;  also,  from  which  of  the  original  compa- 
nies the  present  claimants  derive  title,  and  the  amount 
of  money  withdrawn  by  any  of  the  original  granteea, 
or  persons  claiming  under  them,  or  their  agent  or 
agents,  from  the  treasury  of  Georgia : 

And  the  same  was  agreed  to.  For  agreeing  to 
it  73,  against  it  65,  as  follows: 

Y»Aa— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Bard,  Barnett, 
BcaU,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  CaldwcU,  Comstock, 
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Conmrdy  Crawford,  Creighton,  CroDcfa,  DftYV  of  Penn- 

?rWBiiU>  DehoyeUoiy  Dmbii«  Duvall,  Eppes,  Evani, 
arrow,  Forney,  Forqrth,  Franklin,  Gholfon,  Good- 
wyn,  Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Grondj,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawea, 
Hungerford,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore,  Mnrfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Ridi, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  8eybert,  Smith  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  WhitehiU,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey — 73. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbmy,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Champion, 
Cilley,  Clark,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cnlpeper,  Davenport,  Davis 
of  Maasachasetts,  Dewey,  Sly,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hof^y,  Irving, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kilbonm,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Markeli,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Moseley,  Oak- 
^y,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Rugg les,  Sherwood, 
Shipfaeid,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massa^usetts,  Webster^ 
White,  WUcox,  WiUiams,  WUson  of  Massachusetts, 
Winter,  and  Wright^-65. 


Thubsdat,  Mi^rch  10. 

.  The  House  resumed  the  consideratioo  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on  the  con- 
tiested  election  of  Thomas  K.  Harris,  a  member 
from  Tennessee;  and  after  a  speech  of  some 
length  from  Mr.  Kbnnedt,  of  North  Carolina,  on 
«ome  Constitutional  points  involved  in  it,  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  report,  and  Mr.  Har- 
ris was  confirmed  in  bis  seat  by  a  large  majority. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cheeper  passed 
t&rougfa  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  after 
some  debate,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
ihird  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  payment  for  private 
property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  whilst  in  the 
public  service,  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and,  after  much  discussion  and  sev- 
eral material  amendments,  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Fi8K|  of  New  York,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

COPPER  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  Sbtbrrt,  of  Pennsylyania,  said  he  was 
about  to  offer  a  resolution  for  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  the  propriety  of  which  had  been 
suggested  by  several  gentlemen.  Letters  have 
been  received,  in  which  it  is  stated,  that  many 
persons  are  now  engaged  in  melting  the  copper 
coins  of  the  United  States.  This  was  occasioned 
by  the  present  enhanced  price  of  copper.  Copper 
sheets  were  now  selling  at  from  sixty  to  seventy 
cents  per  pound.  Those  who  melted  the  cents 
coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  would 
gain  from  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent.  These  pro- 
ceeding, he  bad  been  told,  had  already  occasioned 
much  inconvenience  in  some  situations  in  the 
United  States,  and  it  was  apprehended  it  would 
injure  those  who  were  least  able  to  suffer.    To 


some  the  amount  might  iieem  ineo&siderable  and 
unworthy  of  legislative  interposition.  Bat,  by 
the  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Bilint,  it  appears 
that  the  copper  coined  in  the  year 

1810  amounted  to       -       -        $15,660 

1811  «  «         -        .  2,495 

1812  «         "         -        .  10,755 

1813  «         «         .        .  4,180 


Making  a  total  for  4  years  of  (33,090 
Or  an  average  of  $8^2  per  annum,  which,  for 
the  last  twenty  years,  would  be  $165,440.  A 
much  greater  amount  of  these  coins  must  now 
be  in  circulation ;  but  the  inducement  to  those 
who  had  already  commenced  to  melt  them,  must 
be  sufficient  to  continue  their  operations,  and  thiu 
injuriously  to  diminish  the  circulating  medium. 
His  resolution  was  in  the  following  words: 

^Ruohtd,  That  a  eommittee  be  appointed  to  inqaira 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  copper  coins  of  tha 
United  Statee." 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  FiBK,  of  New  York,  rose  to  make  a  motion 
which  he  said  he  had  in  contemplation  ever  since 
he  examined  the  provisions  of  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  tor  the 
establishment  of  a  National  Bank.  Whatever 
might  be  his  opinion  as  to  the  expedieBcy  of  a 
bank  for  national  purposes,  he  did  not  know  that 
this  was  the  proper  moment  for  erecting  such  an 
institution,  because,  when  Congress  had  just  au- 
thorized the  sale  of  stock  to  the  amount  of  twenty- 
five  millions,  it  would  certainly  be  inexpedient  to 
create  a  demand  for  so  large  an  amount  of  other 
stock.  But,  if  it  was  expedient,  or  whenever  it 
shall  be,  erery  one  who  had  read  the  bill  mutt 
perceive  that  a  bill  containing  such  provisiona 
would  not,  could  not  pass.  He  therefore  mored 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  w 
referred  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  atockboldefs 
of  the  National  Bank,  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill 
to  establish  a  National  Bank,  with  provisiona  for 
branches. 

Mr.  Sbtbbbt,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  was  op* 
poaed  to  this  motion.  He  thought  it  would  be 
highly  improper,  if  it  was  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee at  all,  to  refer  this  subject  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, when  it  properly  belonged  to  the  ataoding 
committee,  to  which  was  referred  all  aobjecu  re- 
lating to  tne  Ways  and  Means,  and  to  the  credit 
of  the  QoTernment.  Mr.  8.  related  the  conrae 
this  subject  had  taken  during  this  session.  In 
the  first  instance,  it  bad  been  introduced  into  the 
House  by  a  petition  from  the  citisens  of  New 
York,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  The  committee  had  reported 
that  in  their  opinion  it  was  not  Constitutional  to 
establish  branches  in  the  States.  It  was  now 
proposed  again  to  refer  this  question  to  a  eom- 
mittee—for  what?  To  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  establishing  a  Bank  with  branches,  against 
which  ao  pointed  a  report  had  already  been  made. 
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What  could  the  ^^ntleman  promise  himself  from 
this  coarse  ?  Nothine  bat  defeat.  The  question 
was  one  of  considerable  magnitude,  which  tliere 
was  during  this  session  no  time  to  invesligate. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  had  been  and  should  be  opposed 
4o  the  bill ;  and,  on  a  former  oecasion,  several  of 
the  States  had  declared  their  opposition  to  such 
a  proposition.  To  keep  the  question  before  the 
House,  would  do  an  injury  to  the  nation,  in  regard 
to  its  public  stock.  There  were  men  here  who 
were  nighlv  interested  in  the  fate  of  this  question, 
and  who,  during;  its  agitation,  would  doubtless 
dissuade  their  friends  from  embarking  in  the  loan. 
He  hoped  this  motion  would  not  prevail,  but  that 
the  bill  now  before  the  House  would  be  taken  up 
at  a  proper  time  and  heard  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  stated  the  course  this 
question  had  taken  in  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.    When  the  question  was  referred  to 
them  they  had  decided  against  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  measure  as  then  proposed ;  and,  as 
so  much  argument  had  heretofore  taken  place  on 
th»  subject,  they  thought  it  would  be  better  now 
to  place  the  naked  question  before  the  House,  to 
enable  them  to  decide  in  the  first  instance  whether 
the  Constitution  did  rest  in  Congress  the  power 
to  establish  a  National  Bank.    This  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  but,  by  discharging 
that  Committee  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  report,  and  referring  it  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  with  particular  in- 
structions, the  House  had  waived  the  Constitu- 
tional question,  and  directed  an  inouirjr  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  Bank  within  the 
District  of  Columbia.    A  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee believed  it  would  be  expedient,  though  he 
himself  did  not  think  so,  and  did  not  agree  to  the 
report.    If  the  gentleman  was  disposed  to  try  the 
question  of  establishing  branches  to  the  Bank,  it 
would  be  easier  to  do  so  by  ingrafting  a  proposi- 
tion to  that  effect  on  the  present  bill.    It  would 
be  better,  if  recommitted,  however,  that  the  bill 
should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  not 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  had 
already  expressed  their  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Fi8K  said  he  did  not  know  that  the  ques- 
tioB  could  be  acted  on  at  the  present  session,  but 
that  was  one  of  the  points  he  wished  to  be  in- 
quired into.  The  question  was  of  so  much  im- 
portance that  he  wished  it  to  be  examined  in  all 
Its  bearings;  and,  if  it  could  not  be  acted  on  at 
the  present  session,  that  the  public  opinion  on  it 
mijrht  be  concentrated  before  the  next.  The  agi- 
tation of  this  question,  he  presumed,  would  not 
create  any  difficulty  in  procuring  the  loan,  when 
it  was  recollected  that  every  Legislature  in  the 
Union  almost  was  principally  engaged  daring  its 
sessions  in  establishing  new  banks.  He  thought 
the  establishment  of  a  great  bank  would  rather 
have  a  tendeocv  to  check  the  extravagant  issue 
of  paper,  and,  it  he  might  be  allowed  the  expres- 
sion, to  brine  the  community  to  its  senses.  It 
had  been  said  that  though  the  incorporation  of  a 
National  Bank  was  unconstitutional,  yet  it  might 
he  established  in  this  District,  where  Congress 


possesses  exclusive  jurisdiction.  He  said  that  he 
should  be  alarmed  by  such  a  construction,  if  it 
were  to  prevail,  that  Congress  might  within  this 
District  do  the  most  unconstitutional  acts.  Such 
a  bank  was  certainly  not  necessary  for  the  use  of 

Keople  within  this  iSistrict.  To  establish  such  a 
ank  with  this  view  would  be  as  preposterous  as 
it  would  be  to  build  fifty  sail-of-tbe-lioe,  under  a 
pretence  of  protecting  the  cit]f  by  sailing  along 
the  canal  which  runs  through  it.  There  was  in 
the  District  as  much  natural  capacitv  to  employ 
the  one  as  the  other.  In  regard  to  tne  principle 
of  exclusive  legislation  in  the  District,  Congress 
had  decided  it  not  to  exist  in  the  extent  now  con- 
tended for,  when  they  aequiesced  in  the  views  of 
the  President  in  putting  his  veto  to  the  bill  for 
incorporating  a  church  in  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria, because  of  the  unconstitutional  connexion 
of  religion  with  the  powers  of  the  Government. 
A  very  cursory  view  of  the  bill  now  before  the 
House  would  show  that  it  was  not  intended  for 
the  use  of  the  good  people  within  the  District,  be- 
cause so  few  of  the  directors  were  located  within 
it.  Mr.  F.  adverted  to  other  objectionable  features 
of  the  bill  by  way  of  proving  that,  if  a  National 
Bank  was  necessary,  this  bill  was  not  calculated 
to  answer  the  object. 

Mr.  'Tatlob,  of  New  York,  made  a  few  ob- 
servations on  the  propriety  of  acting  on  this  sub- 
ject speedily.  Though  he  had  reported  this  bill, 
K  was  not  a  favorite  project.  He  was  in  favor 
of  reporting  a  bill  with  very  different  provisions, 
but  a  majority  had  overruled  him,  and  decided. 
that  it  was  not  Constitutional  to  establish  a  Bank 
with  branches. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  observed  that 
gentlemen  might  obtain  their  object  without  re- 
committing the  bill,  by  moving  a  resolution,  and 
obtaining  a  vote  thereon,  that  it  was  or  was  not 
expedient  to  establish  a  Bank  with  branches. 

The  4|uestion  was  taken  on  Mr.  Fisk's  motion, 
and  decided  in  the  negative— ayes  36. 


Frioay,  March  11. 

Mr.  NiwTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Seth  Russell  ana  sons;  which  was.  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to-day. 

Mr.  £ppE8,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  State,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
war,  to  make  an  additional  allowance  to  the  own- 
ers and  masters  of  vessels  for  bringing  back  to  the 
United  States  destitute  and  distressed  American 
seamen ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppeb  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Augustus  McKinnery  and  Laysel  Bancroft;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ar- 
thur Tapnan.  John  Frothingham,  and  Etham 
Eaton ;  wnich  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 
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Mr*  ElppES  altio  made  a  report  od  the  resoloiion 
iostructiog  the  committee  to  inqoire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  increasing  the  compensation  allowed 
hf  law  to  the  Commiseioner  of  Loans  for  the 
State  of  Maryland ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr*  Taoup,  on  his  own  motionj  was  excused 
from  serving  on  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
iet red  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ''providing  for  the 
indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  and  Mr.  Jaok- 
80M»  of  Virginia,  was  appointed  on  the  said  com- 
mittee in  his  place. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Chee* 
Ter  (allowing  her  a  pension  of  $100  a  year  as 
a  gratuity  from  Congress  in  consideration  of  the 
distinguished  brarery  of  her  two  sons.  John  and 
Joseph  Cheever,  slain  on  board  the  frigate  Con- 
stitution in  her  engageouent  with  the  Java)  was 
read  a  third  time,  ana  passed. 

The  bill  declaring  the  asseiaof  Coosress  to  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
(which  act  apportions  the  direct  tax  in  a  diiSTerent 
manaer  from  that  deecribed  in  the  act  laying  the 
tax)  passed  through  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  btU  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  W.  Page  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  en^ossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  cargo 
of  the  Spanish  briff  Patriota  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
enfffossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Russell  and  sods 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole^  and 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Waro,  of  Massachusetts, 

Buolffed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  to  inquire  into 
'^ihe  justice  and  expediency  of  increasing  the  salary 
of  the  District  Judge  for  the  District  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

The  bill  confirming  certain  claims  to  lands  in 
the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providing  for  their  loca- 
tion, passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Malcom  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qeorge  Walkiogton 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  ^t  the  relief  of  Daniel  Macauley  and 
Samuel  Ralston  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  an  Insu- 
rance Company  in  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  the  Committee  reported  progress,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Public  Lands  in  favor  of  Dennis  Clarke,  passed  I 


throuffh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  referred  hiek  to  the 
committee  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  Dis* 
trict  Courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  Vir- 
ginia district,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  readiiu;. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Girard  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or* 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


Saturbay,  March  1^ 

Mr.  MooRB  presented  the  petitiooi  of  the  Presi- 
dent  and  Managers  of  the  Columbia  Turnpike 
Road,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  preying  permis- 
sion to  open  and  turnpike  a  road  from  Geoiga> 
town,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  the  line  oi 
the  said  District,  so  as  to  interaeet  the  CohuiiMa 
Turnpike  Road.«-*Referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.MoRPBE&  frmn  the  committeeto  whom  was 
referred  the  petitions  from  sundry  inhabilanls  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  reported  a  bill  as* 
thoriaing  the  President  to  cause  certain  parts  of 
the  coast  of  the  United  States  to  be  surveyed ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Qn  motion  of  Mr.  McKw,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  directed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  revive,  and  continue  in  force,  an 
act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  revive,  and  continue  in 
force,  'An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
ceruin  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Gheor- 
gia,"  passed  on  the  20th  of  Apnl,  1808. 

An  engrossed  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  thereia 
mentioned,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Aa  engrossed  bill  providing  for  certain  cftaima 
to  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providiw 
for  their  locatioai,  was  read  the  third  time,  worn 
passed. 

An  engrossed  biU  for  the  relief  of  Henry  hbdr 
Qolm  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pee^d* 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  or  Qeorge  Wal- 
kington  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Mtt^ 
cauiey  and  Samuel  Ralston  was  read  the  thU 
time,  and  passed. 

An  euf  roseed  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holdoig 
the  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
Virginia  district,  was  read  the  third  timec  muA 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  rdief  of  Joseph  W. 
Page  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of^the  owners  of 
the  cargo  of  the  brig  Patriota  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Russell 
and  aons  was  read  the  third  time,  snd  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephea 
Girard  was  read  the  third  time,  and  oassed. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  or  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  reliet 
of  the  oflkers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  lats 
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MDiiHiigii  on  the  Wabtsh.  The  Committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill  with  an  amendment,  which 
was  concurred  in  by  the  Hoase,  and  the  bill  as 
aisended  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
nading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  H.  Savage  passed 
4hroHgh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  reported 
without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Nir.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  was  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  relative  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  courts  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  and 
the  same  was  recommitted  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  and  the  amendoftents  reported  by  the 
aelect  committee  thereto,  for  the  better  organiziiig, 
nay ing,  and  supplying,  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
BlateSL 

Mr*  Tboup»  of  Qeorgia,  explained  in  a  partle*^ 
nlar  manner  the  objeou  of  the  bill ;  the  passage 
of  Which  he  airged,  on  the  gronnd  generafiy  that 
it  would  place  a  cettaia  part  of  the  Miliiaty  Bs- 
tAblisbiBent  upon  a  belter  footing,  would  econo- 
mine  the  public  resources,  and  supply  some  ma- 
terial defects  which  at  present  existed  in  the  Mil- 
itary Establishment. 

The  bill  received  various  unimportant  amend- 
ments, which  were  reported  to  Uie  House  and 
concurred  in,  and  the  bill  and  amendments  order- 
M  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whale, 
on  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  on  the 
petition  of  Robert  C.  Cochran.  Marshal  of  the 
aistrict  of  South  Carolina,  whicn  report  was  un- 
bvorable  to  the  petitioner. 

After  some  explanations  from  Mr.  Inoersoll, 
of  Pennsylvania,  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, and  a  statement  of  facts  by  Mr.  Cbevbs 
of  South  Carolina,  to  show  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  ought  not  to  be  agreed  to— a  desultory 
proceeding  took  place  on  various  propositions 
made  with  a  view  to  reverse  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  and  extend  relief  to  the  petitioner. 
Before  it  came  to  any  decision  on  tne  report, 
the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. « 


Monday,  March  14. 

Mr.  Wood  presented  a  [petition  of*  sundry  In- 
habitants of  Thomastown,  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
ttohusetts,  praying  permission  to  export  their  lime 
mstwise  to  other  towns  in  the  said  State.-— Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Nbwtoh  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Thompson,  praying  payment  of  the  balance  of 
his  account  for  laying  brick  on  the  fortifications 
At  Norfolk,  in  Virginia. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Wood,  from  the  select  committee  appoint- 
ti  on  the  24tb  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  granting 
pensions  to  the  officers  and  seamen  serving  on 
board  ihe  tevenue  cnttets  in  eeirtaih  eaaas ;  which 


was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplemenlary  to  an  act,  en- 
titled *'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  campaign  on  the 
Wabash,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engroseed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Henry  Savaffe  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  for  the  better  or- 
aanixing,  paying,  and  supplying,  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed  as  amended. 

A  measagefrom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^  making 
appropriations  for  the  snpport^of  the  Military 
Satabtishment  of  the  United  States  ibr  the  year 
1814,"  with  annndments,  in  which  they  ask  the 
eeocurrence  of  this  House. 

TH£  EMBARGO. 

Mr.  GabtoN;  of  North  Carolina,  rose  to  submit 
to  the  considmtion  of  the  House  a  proposition 
which  he  deemed  of  vital  importance,  and  to 
which  he  had  been  desirous  for  several  days  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House,  but  had  not  been 
able  to  obtain  an  opportunity.  It  was  a  pro- 
position somewhat  similar  to  that  offered  the 
other  dav  by  a  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Wsmii^)  from  which,  however,  it  di^red  in  two 
etrcumstancea.  It  did  not  embrace  a  mere  pal- 
liative for  the  evil,  but  a  radical  cnre:  it  did  not 
propose  an  in^niry  bj  any  committee  into  the 
expediency  of  a  cermm  course,  but  it  required  a 
decision  thereon  by  the  Hoase.  In  other  words 
it  was  a  proposition  for  a  total  and  eomplete  aban- 
donment of  therestrictive  system,  an  abandonment 
at  once  and  forever.  In  conformity  to  the  prac- 
tice which  had  prevailed  under  the  rule  of  the 
former  Speaker,  and  which,  as  it  had  not  been 
reversed,  he  should  consider  as  binding,  Mr.  G. 
said  he  should  reluctantly  abstain  from  arguing 
the  motion  he  was  abont  to  propose,  and  confine 
himself  to  a  brief  statement  of  the  reasons  on 
which  it  Was  fbunded.  It  might  be  supposed  at 
first  a  little  strange  that  he  should  entertain  a 
hope  that  a  proposition  of  this  kind  should  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  Hoose.  when  it  had  so  short  a 
time  ago  made  a  decision  in  favor  of  the  embargo, 
and  that  decision  had  been  supported  by  a  co- 
ordinate branch  of  the  Legislature.  Bnt  there 
were  a  few  considerations  applicable  to  the  pres- 
ent moment,  which  indnced  the  hope  that  the 
Houae  might  depart  from  the  system.  It  would 
be  reediected,  Mr.  G.  said,  that  the  Government 
was  now  about  commeneing, perhaps  bad  already 
commenced,  the  collection  or  the  war  taxes  hn- 
poeed  by  Congress  at  theit  last  session.  How  it 
might  be  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  he  could 
not  sty ;  but  in  the  part  whence  he  came,  he 
could  say  with  some  confidence,  that  unless  ther^ 
should  be  a  departure  from  a  system  which  de» 

Srived  the  husbandman  of  a  market  for  the  pro- 
oce  of  his  labors,  these  taxes  would  bear  most 
oppressively  oti  the  people.  It  was  of  importance, 
too,  that  a  decision  should  be  pronounced  on  thia 
subject  without  dday,  from  another  eonaidaraiion. 
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Specula tioDs  are  already  afloat,  rnmon  circulated} 
and  hopes  indulged,  that  the  embargo  would  be 
removed.  If  such  a  thiog  was  designed,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  design  should  be  effectuated 
without  delay,  that  all  persons  interested  might 
be  permitted  to  derive  fair  profits  from  the  trade 
which  would  be  thrown  open  on  the  removal  of 
the  embargo,  and  that  it  might  not  fall  altogether 
into  the  hands  of  speculators.  It  was  important 
that  suspense  should  be  done  away,  and  that  those 
sensations  which  arise  from  a  rapid  succession  of 
hopes  and  fears,  should  be  lulled.  There  was 
another  consideration  which  had  weight  on  his 
mind.  Congress  had  authorized  by  law  an  im- 
mense expenditure.  To  enable  the  Treasury  to 
meet  this  expenditure,  a  large  loan  had  become 
necessary.  Such  was  the  pressure  on  our  mon- 
eyed institutions,  from  the  present  state  of  com- 
merce, as  induced  him  to  suppose  there  would  be 
a  most  serious  difficulty  in  obtaining  that  loan. 
If  the  consequence  would  be  felt  only  by  those 
through  whose  agency  the  present  state  of  things 
had  been  produced,  candor  required  of  him  to  say, 
that  he  should  benold  it  with  composure,  if  not 
with  complacency.  But  he  lookeo  to  its  effects 
on  the  character  of  the  nation,  and  on  its  public 
credit ;  and,  as  far  as  these  considerations  went, 
he  felt  as  lively  an  interest  in  the  success  of  the 
loan  as  anjr  gentleman  in  the  House.  One  more 
consideration  he  would  urge.  He  was  one  of 
those  who  thought  this  policy  always  erroneous, 
embarrassing  to  the  finances,  oppressive  to  the 
community,  and  inefficient  as  regards  the  enemy. 
But  if  he  had  been  in  error  on  this  subject ;  if  the 
contrary  opinion  was  correct,  he  submitted  to 
gentlemen  whether  the  period  had  not  passed  by 
when  an  important  advantage  could  be  expected 
to  be  derivea  from  the  embarffo  ?  Could  we,  he 
asked,  expect  to  produce  the  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing provisions  for  the  armies  of  Spain  and  Portu- 
fal,  when  their  soil  was  no  longer  polluted  by  a 
osttle  foot  7  That  we  could  occasion  difficulty 
to  Great  Britain  in  obtaining  supplies  for  her 
navy,  when  all  the  granaries  in  the  world  were 
open  to  her  ?  Or  that  we  could  affect  her  man- 
ufactures by  prohibiting  their  importation,  when 
we  know,  that  with  all  their  exertions,  her  arti- 
sans can  scarcely  produce  a  sufficient  supply  to 
satisfy  the  present  demand  for  her  fabrics  from 
abroad?  With  these  considerations,  expressed 
in  lansoage  somewhat  like  the  above,  Mr.  Q.  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolutions : 

Mmohtd,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the  ad  lay- 
ing an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States. 

Eesohed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  so  mnch  as 
may  be  in  force  of  the  several  provisions  of  an  act  en- 
titled "An  act  to  interdict  commercial  interoonne  be- 
tween the  United  States,  and  Great  Britain,  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.'' 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  or  biUs  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

"the  question  was  suted  ^*  Will  the  House  now 
proceed  to  consider  these  resolutions  ?"  And  Mr. 
Obumuy,  of  Tennesssee,  having  required  the  yeas 


and  nays  thereon,  the  question  was  decided  in 
the  negative — for  consideration  58,  against  it  86^, 
as  follows : 

TxAS — ^Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massadinsetts,  Bigdow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brvckenridge,  Brigham,  GapeitoOy 
Champion,  CilW,  Cooper,  Cox,  Coipeper,  Daven- 
port, J)avi8  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes^ 
trrosrenor,  Hale,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  MiMschnsetts,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Maikell,  Miller,  Moffit,  Mont- 
gomery, Moseley,  Oakley,  Pitkin,  Post,  John  Reed, 
WiUiam  Reed,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Rngglea,  Sher- 
wood, Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuiges,  Taggart, 
TaUmadge,  Thompson,  Voee,  Ward  of  MsnacfaoMtti, 
Webster,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachneetts, 
Winter,  and  Wood. 

Na.ts— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bard, 
Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  BarweD, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Ciaik,  Conard,  Crmw- 
ford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Penns/lvaniay 
Dencnrelles,  De^a,  Dnvall,  Earle,  Ems,  Evans,  Far* 
row  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  FhIl  of  New  YodL, 
Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Goii»» 
din.  Griffin,  Omndy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbronck,  Haarest 
Ingeisoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  John* 
son  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes^ 
Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim  McLane,  Moore,  Mnr^ 
free.  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens.  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  PennsyWsnia,  Rhea  of  Tennesaee, 
Rich,  Roane,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Strong,  Taylor,  Telfiiir,  Tronp,  Udree^ 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  WiUiams,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  refused  now  to  consider  the  said 
resolutioDs. 

The  bill  to  alter  aud  establish  cer  la  tnpost  roads 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
received  various  amendments,  after  considerable 
desultory  and  unimportant  debate  on  the  merits 
of  particular  roads,  d^e. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  the  amend- 
ments therein  made  were  agreed  to,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one;  and  other  amendments  being 
proposed,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tdksoat,  March  15. 

Mr.  Inobaii,  from  the  ComVnittee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  con- 
ceroiog  invalid  pensioners;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  con- 
cerning the  pay  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marinesi 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States.  [This  bill 
authorizes  the  President  to  fix  the  pay  to  be 
allowed  to  the  petty  officers,  midshipmen,  and 
seamen,  aud  that  the  President  be  authorized  to 
make  an  addition  not  exceeding  -— —  per  cent,  to 
the  pay  of  those  enga|^ed  in  Mrticularfv  hard  and 
disadvantageous  service.] — Twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  L.  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Harrison  and  John  T.  Courtney,  prayiag 
compensation  for  putting  out  the  fire  which  the 
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entmjr  bad  pat  to  the  Asp  in  Yeocomieo  rirer  id 
Virffinia,  which  report,  recommend  log  a  reference 
of  the  petitions  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  was 
read  and  concurred  in. 

The  amendments  of  the' Senate  to  the  Military 
Appropriation  Bill  were  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  altering  and  establishing  certain  post 
roads,  which,  after  further  discussion,  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  ha?e  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  *Mn  ad- 
dition to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  allowing  a 
bounty  to  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews,  of  pri- 
vate armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,"  with 
an  amendment ;  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  petition  of 
Robert  B.  Cochran ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their 
asreement  to  the  resolution  therein  contained,  as 
followB : 

HeMlved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
onffht  not  to  be  granted. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House:  when,  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lowndbs,  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  together 
with  the  resolution  contained  therein^  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  same  committee,  with  mstructions 
to  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner,  upon 
a  full  and  fair  disclosure  and  surrender  of  his 
estate  and  effects.  And  the  question  being  taken 
ihereoo,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  The 
question  was  then  taken  to  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  in  their  agreement  in 
the  resolution  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

NAVAL  EaTABLIBHMENT. 
Mr.  W.  Reeo,  of  Massachusetts,  called  up  a 
resolution  which  be  had  moved  soine  weeks  ago, 
and  which  had  been  temporarily  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table;  and  the  House  agreed  now  to  con- 
sider said  resolution  in  the  following  words: 

Jtuohedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inqnirs 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  means  of  retrenchment 
and  economy  of  reform  in  the  general  management* 
and  of  extension  and  efficiency  in  the  Naval  Estab- 
lidmient,  may  be  practiGable  and  expedient;  and  that 
they  have  power  to  send  for  peisone  and  papers. 

Mr.  R.  explained  the  grounds  of  his  motion  as 
he  had  before  stated  tbem:  the  multiplicity  of 
duties  attached  to  the  Head  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  the  want  of  accountability  in  the  vari- 
ous branches. 

Mr.  LowNDBs,  of  South  Carolina,  acknowl- 
edged that  benefit  might  result  from  the  adoption 
of  the  motion,  ^. 

Mr.  lifOHAM,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  amend 
the  motion  so  as  to  refer  the  inquiry  to  the  Naval 
Committee:  which  motion,  after  objections  by 


Mr.  LowHDES,  was  negatived,  and  Mr.  Rbbo'a 
motion  was  agreed  to:  and  Messrs.  W.  REBDy 

LOWNDBB,  RiOQELT,  WeBSTER,  WoOD,  SeTBBRT, 

and  Irvinq,  were  appointed  the  said  committee 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUMARGHAI8. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  A.  Chevailie, 
agent  for  Amelie  Eugenie  de  Beaumarchais,  made 
a  report;  which  was  read,  and  committed  to  m 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  report  is  aa 
follows : 

That  the  drcumitances  under  which  shipments  of 
goods  and  advances  of  money  to  the  United  States  were 
made  by  Mr.  de  Beaumarchaisy  daring  our  Revolution, 
were  such  as  neceaaarily  produced  much  difficulty  in 
the  settlement  of  his  accounts.  There  was  no  con- 
tract by  which  the  obligations  and  rights  of  the  two 
parties  were  defined ;  and  it  appears,  from  many  let- 
ters of  Dr.  Franklin  and  of  Arthur  Lee,  that  both  those 
gentlemen  considered  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais  as  supplied 
with  funds  by  the  French  Government,  to  encourage 
the  resistance  of  America,  and  to  give  to  this  political 
transaction  the  appearance  of  a  mercantile  speculation. 
Mr.  Lee  represents  Mr.de  Beaumarchais  when  first  Intro* 
duced  to  him,  as  declaring  that  he  wy  anthorized  by 
the  French  Government  to  offer  900,000  louis  for  the 
use  of  the  revolted  colonies.  In  a  letter,  signed  by  B. 
Franklin,  Arthur  Lee,  and  Silas  Deane^  they  express  tM 
wish  that  Mr.  D.  Beaumarchais's  accounts  might  be 
Ufi  to  them  for  settlement,  "  as  there  was  a  mixtnia 
of  public  and  private  concerns,  which  Congress  could 
not  so  well  develop.''  Letters  from  Mr.  Gttrard,  a 
Cmner  Minister  from  France  to  the  United  States^ 
written  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Mr.  de  Beaumaichais^ 
states*  **  that  only  military  stores  were  advanced  to 
him  by  the  French  Government  for  the  United  States^ 
which  he  was  to  retom  to  the  royal  arsenals  ;*'  and 
Mr.  de  Yergennes  says  that,  **  for  the  payment  of  the 
military  stores  the  Government"  of  this  country  ^'should 
not  be  pressed."  In  these  letters,  indeed,  as  in  those 
of  Mr.  Turreau  since,  all  connexion  on  the  part  of  the 
French  Government  with  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais's  spec- 
ulations is  denied,  and  the  timnsactioii  represented  as 
a  mere  commercial  adventure.  Yet  it  could  not  have 
been  meant  that  the  Government  of  France  did  not 
fnmish  a  part  of  the  cargoes ;  for  this  is  proved  by  the 
statement  of  Dr.  FrankUn,  of  Mr.  Girard,  and  of  Mr. 
de  Yergennes  himseUl  It  could  not  have  been  meanly 
that  the  Government  of  France  had  not  some  power 
over  the  debt,  which  the  dehveiy  of  these  stores  pro- 
duced; for  Mr.  de  Yergennes  himself  promises  that 
for  this  our  Government  should  not  be  pressed.  It 
could  have  been  intended  only  to  say  that  the  French 
Government  was  to  have  no  profit  from  the  transae* 
tion ;  and  Uus  may  readily  be  admitted. 

The  committee  have  adverted  to  this  apparent  **  mix* 
tore  of  public  and  private  concerns,"  in  the  sobjecte 
of  Mr.  it  Beaumarchais's  acoonnU,  for  the  purpose  of 
explaining  that  delay  in  their  liquidation,  which  could 
not  otherwise  be  reconciled  to  the  habitual  fideli^  of 
this  Government  to  all  its  engagements.  The  princip 
pies  on  which  those  accounts  were  finally  settled  at 
the  Comptroller's  office,  in  1806,  are  fully  explained 
and  supported  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  of  the  10th  of  Msrch,  1806,  which  the  commit^ 
tee  to  which  the  same  bnainess  is  now  referred,  beg 
to  be  allowed  to  adopt  as  a  part  of  this  report.  The 
balance  which,  under  that  settlement,  sppeared  dne  to 
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Hie  estate  of  Mr.  de  Beaumafchaie  was  paid  to  the  me- 
morialist in  1806.  This  eommittee  have  not  mintitely 
^icamined  the  charges  broaght  by  Mr.  de  Beaumar- 
«faais  against  the  United  States,  because  thej  have 
been  settled  at  the  Treasnnri  on  princinles  which  the 
memorialist  does  not  indeed  represent  nimself  as  ap- 
proving, but  to  which  he  seems  disposed  to  acquiesce. 
llio  only  question  relating  to  the  account,  which  it 
tippears  necessary  to  bring  distinctly  to  the  view  of 
the  House,  refers  to  a  million  of  tivres,  which,  at  the 
T^asury,  hsTo  been  considered  as  paid  in  1776,  by 
the  French  Government,  to  Mr.  de  Beaumarcfaais,  lor 
^e  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  which  credit 
has  been  accordingly  taken.  This  question  is  so  fully 
explained,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  so 
justly  decided,  in  the  letter  of  the  former  Secretary  of 
(he  Treasury,  (Mr.  GaUatin,)  induded  in  the  repoii 
before  referred  to,  that  they  will  add  a  very  few  obser- 
vations to  the  perspicuous  statement  which  it  contains. 
tf  the  opinion  expressed  in  that  letter  be  correct,  the 
juat  claim  of  the  heiress  of  Ganm  de  Beaumarchais  has 
been  fully  satisfied. 

With  respect  to  the  claim  of  the  United  Slates  to 
dus  credit  of  a  million,  (which  is  denied  by  the  memo- 
rialist,) the  committee  submit  to  the  House  that  it  must 
be  supposed  either — 

1.  That  this  Siiillbn  was  paid  to  Mr.  de  Beaumar- 
chaiSk  for  the  use  of  the  United  Slates,  to  which  he  was 
bditiid  to  aceount  for  its  expenditon;  or, 

3.  Hut  this  million  was  not  paid  to  Mr.  de  B«aii* 
ausBobais,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States ;  er, 

8.  That,  if  it  were  paid  for  the  nse  of  the  United 
StafcBs^  it  was  ex|Mndea  on  **  objects  of  secret  politioal 
fnvice,"  connected  with  the  interests  of  the  United 
States,  but  difierent  from  the  snppUee  which  are  ohaigiad 
in  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais's  aooounts ;  that  it  was  satis* 
fodlMrily  accounted  for  to  the  French  Qovernment; 
laid  that  it  was  to  that  Government  only  tiiat  he  w*s 
bfllittd  to  account 

•  1.  On  Ae  first  supposition  there  can  exist  no  claim, 
tm  the  part  of  the  'estate  of  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais, 
igainst  &e  United  States,  and  it  is  therefbre  onfy  ne- 
cessary to  examine  the  others.  It  may  be  supposed — 
t.  That  this  million  was  not  pud  to  Mr.  de  Beau- 
ftittrehais  for  the  use  of  the  United  States.  This  tup- 
tKwition  is  contradicted  by  the  evidence  of  fods,  and 
By  the  declaration  of  the  French  Government  in  1794, 
is  is  ahovm  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  before  tefor- 
rsd  to.  But,  if  it  be  admitted,  the  obligation  of  the 
VmSMA  States  to  pay  tfhis  million  now  will  not  be  im- 
^ed.  It  vrfli  be  reeolleeted  that  by  the  contract  of 
rebruary  tMI,  1783,  three  millions  of  livres  advanced 
tqr  France  before  the  treaty  of  1778,  as  well  as  six  mil- 
ims  afterwards  granted,  were  declared  to  be  a  gratm- 
ttfos  assistanee.  If  there  were  not  a  million  pdd  to 
Mr.  de  Beaumarchais  for  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
Ae  million  advanced  in  1777  bv  the  farmers  general, 
fWhioh  was  entered  in  our  foreign  account  under  the 
title  of  '^  subsidies," )  must  be  oonsidered  as  having 
been  a  gratuitous  aid,  and  should  have  been  deducted 
from  tiM  amount  which  France  claimed  to  be  due  by 
America.  In  a  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of  tM 
treasury  to  Mr.  Bournonville,  dated  February  8, 1784, 
he  refuses  to  admit  to  the  credit  of  France  the  balanee 
^e  to  ^e  farmers  general,  until  it  should  be  shown 
Ihat  the  million  received  from  ^em  formed  no  part  of 
Vie  gratuitous  aid  specified  in  the  contract  of  1788. 
The  French  Government,  bv  the  receipt  of  Mr.  de 
Seaumarchai%  and  by  the  opmion  which  it  expiussed. 


satisfied  the  Comptroller  that  the  deduction  of  the  mil- 
lion was  to  be  made  tmrn  Mr.  de  BeaomaiclMBs'e 
account,  and  not  firom  ita  own.  If  the  French  Gov- 
ernment were  mistaken  in  this  Ofunion,  it  foUows  Ikit 
we  overpaid  it  in  1784»  by  an  amount  aqanl  to  that 
which  by  ito  mistake  was  withheld  from  Mr.  da  Bea»» 
marchais.  But,  the  evidenae  whidi  should  aseeilnii 
the  real  creditor  could  only  have  been  obtained  ftom 
France.  The  acknowledged  debtors  as  we  at  that  time 
were  of  the  French  Government,  as  well  as  of  Mr.  de 
Beaumarchais,  we  had  no  interest  in  making  this  de- 
duction rather  firom  the  one  debit  than  the  other ;  and 
if  France,  in  deciding  a  question  in  which  her  Govern- 
ment and  one  of  her  subjecte  were  alone  intonated, 
and  of  the  evidence  of  which  her  Government  was  the 
only  depository,  has  erroneously  decided,  it  is  not  against 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  complaints 
can  property  be  directed.    It  may  be  supposed — 

3.  That,  if  the  million  in  question  were  paid  to  Mr. 
de  Beaumarchais,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  it 
was  expended  on  objects  of  a  political  nature,  connect- 
ed, indeed,  with  the  interests  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, but  differont  from  the  supplies  which  are  charged 
in  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais's  aocounto;  that  it  was  satis- 
factorily aceounted  for  to  the  French  Government ;  and 
that  to  it  only  was  he  bound  to  account.    It  appean 
to  the  committee,  that  these  suppositions  cannot  be  ai^ 
mitted.    The  French  Government  advanced  money  to 
Mr.  de  Beaumarchais,  to  be  employed  for  our  setviee. 
Mr.  de  Beanmarchais  purchased  artidea  most  eieentlsl 
to  our  servioe,  and  sent  them  to  this  conntry ;  shall 
we  presume  that  this  advance  has  been  invested  in 
these  articles,  or  been  used  in  some  other  way  for  our 
benefit,  of  which  no  evidenoe  appears  !    A  receipt  is 
indeed  produced,  showing  that  the  French  Minister  was 
satisfied  with  the  application  of  a  million  *'  to  an  ob- 
ject of  secret  political  serrice ;"  but  this  by  no  means 
contradicto  the  opinion,  that  it  may  have  been  em- 
ployed for  the  purchase  of  the  articles  which  Mr.  de 
Beaumarchais  sent  to  America,  and  diat  thereforo  tt 
ought  to  be  deducted  from  his  account. 

But,  besides  other  difficulties,  are  we  to  presume 
that  Br.  Franklin,  who  negotiated  this  contract  of 
1788,  would  not  fcuive  been  informed  that  the  gratui- 
tous aid  which  he  wis  celled  upon  formally  to  acknowl- 
edge, was  made  so  mysteriously,  that  neither  he  nor 
hli  Government  wee  to  know  the  oly'ecte  to  which  it 
was  applied,  nor  the  services  which  it  accomplished. 

The  objection,  however,  to  a  reversal  of  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  appean  to 
the  committee  not  to  result  alone  from  an  examination 
of  the  case  which  he  haa  dedded.  The  Gevenament 
of  the  United  States,  m  oenalilnting  a  depactmest  hgr 
which  all  claims  upon  it  ase  to  be  impaitkUy  exam- 
ined, and  in  consigning  the  dkeotiott  of  this  dspoi- 
ment  to  men  of  judgment  and  integrity^  baa  adi|<sd 
the  only  method  of  secoring  justice  to  crediters  whidi 
the  institutions  of  any  society  can  provide.  Mr.  de 
Beaumarchaus  was  himself  anxious  Uiat  the  question 
in  which  he  was  interested  should  be  decided  by  arbi- 
tration. Mr.  Chevallie  (the  attorney  of  his  heiress) 
would  wish  that  it  should  be  referred  to  judicial  decis- 
ion. But  neither  arbitrators  nor  judges  could  be  mon 
impartial  than  the  officers  of  the  Government,  who 
have  no  interest  to  induce  a  wnmg  decision,  and 
reputotion,  in  some  degree,  must  depend  on  thei 
king  a  right  one.  If  the  rules  of  a  court  9i  law  be 
fiwent,  they  cannot  be  suj^HMed  to  be  more  Kbeial,  er, 
in  general,  more  satiafoctoty  to  a  ineign 
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fltan  AoM  Adopted  by  the  TreMoiy,  in  tht  eettleineiit 
of  Ibeir  aecwnite.  But,  if  the  officers  of  the  Treasury 
hi:<ro  omd  in  theor  dedeioD,  ehell  not  Congreee  correet 
diB  ORor  1  The  committee  believe  tibat  in  thu  caae  they 
have  not  erred;  and  the  voluminonsdocomente  which 
the  zeierence  of  this  qneation  has  obliged  them  to  ex- 
amine  wave  not  neceaaatj  to  eontinoe  them  that  want 
of  time  mnatf  of  itael^  diaqualiQr  the  Legielatore  for 
the  taak  of  lejadging  the  aentences  of  ka  officers  of 
finance. 

The  committee  submit  the  following  resolution: 
RtMohfedy  That  the  memorialist  haTc  leaye  to  with- 
draw his  memorial 

Omcs  or  thb  Attobvbt  GavBAAL, 

Wa$kmgtoih  Fikmotry  38, 1813. 

8in :  I  have  considered  the  sobject  of  the  letter 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the 
9th  of  last  month,  in  the  case  of  the  representatiTes  of 
Ifonsiear  de  Beaumarchais,  and  am  of  opinion  that 
the  docaments  do  not,  in  |>oint  of  law,  maintain  the 
discount  of  a  million  of  livres  to  which  jonr  letter 
alludes. 

The  demand  of  Monsieur  de  Beaumarchais  appears 
to  be  admitted ;  upon  what  principle,  whether  of  strict 
law,  or  of  liberal  equity,  whether  upon  a  reasonable 

Srobabillty,  or  upon  regular  proof,  I  do  not  know,  and 
ave  not  been  called  upon  to  inquire. 

If  the  demand  has  been  admitted  witiiout  rigorous 
proof,  it  IS  for  Congress  to  detennine  how  far  S  may 
be  proper  to  measure  a  discount,  daimed  by  the  (Gov- 
ernment, by  a  standard  purely  legal.  But  viewing 
tie  question  referred  to  are,  as  I  have  been  desured  to 
vvew  it,  as  a  mere  matter  of  law,  I  am  oompeUed  to 
s^Ti  that  the  title  to  the  deductioti  insisted  upon  nmst 
be  shown  by  the  United  States,  and  that  the  evidence 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  estaUiih  it  in  a  eoort  of 
justice. 

If  the  reasons  of  this  <^»iniatt  should  be  thought  ne- 
eessaiy,  I  shall  take  gnat  pleasure  in  stating  them  to 
the  committee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration, 
yours,  dec. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

Hon.  CBAiaxAH  of  Cam*nittee  of  Clainu. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Oaklet,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referrad  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "providing 
for  the  iDdemnificatioo  of  certain  claimants  of 
public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,''  (a 
compromise  of  the  Yazoo  claims,)  made  a  report; 
which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  com- 
mitted to  a. Committee  of  the  t^hole  House.  The 
report  is  as  follows : 

The  committtee  have  had  the  subject  of  the  said 
bill  under  their  eonsideration,  and  are  of  opinion  that 
it  is  expedient  for  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
to  enter  into  a  compromise  with  the  persons  claiming 
Isnds  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  under  or  by  virtue 
of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  of  the  7lh 
Jamiary,  1796.  The  reasons  for  this  opinion  do  not 
rest  on  the  strict  legality  of  the  tide  of  these  oiaim- 
tttts  to  the  lands  in  ijaeslion— though  the  committee 
tannot  fabear  lemarkiag  that  that  title  appears  to 
have  all  die  sanction  which  can  be  derived  from  a  sol- 
emn decision  of  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  known 
W  our  iaw»-dMiy  are  gnratidad  on  eenrideratioiisoon- 


nected  with  the  permanent  interests  of  the  TTnited 
States,  as  they  relate  to  the  Mississippi  Territory; 
with  the  quiet  and  speedy  settlement  of  that  Territo- 
ry ;  with  the  more  easy  extinguishment  of  the  Indian 
tide  to  the  lands  contained  in  it ;  with  the  securiljr 
against  all  futore  Indian  wan  in  diat  quarter,  whi^ 
die  settlement  of  the  Territory  must  afford;  with  die 
extensive  navigation  connecting  parts  of  the  Western 
States  with  the  ocean,  which  must  be  opened  when  the 
popniadon  of  the  Territory  shall  be  adequate  to  such 
an  object,  and  with  the  strength  and  safety  which  such 
a  population  must  confer  on  the  Louisiana  ftonder. 

It  may,  in  addition,  be  remarked  diat  there  are  equi- 
table considerations  connected  with  the  present  daims, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  strongly  re* 
commend  them  to  the  Ikvor  of  Congr^s.  Although 
the  original  act  of  die  State  of  Georgia  might  hs^ 
been  procured  by  fhiudnlent  and  comtpt  means»  it  sat^ 
isfactorfly  appears  to  the  committee,  as  far  as  their  in- 
quiries have  been  extended,  that  the  present  claimants, 
or  those  under  whom  they  hold,  were  bona  fide  pur- 
chasers of  the  immediate  grantees  of  Georgia,  with- 
out  notice  of  any  fraud  or  oormption  in  the  original 
grant.  The  committee  refer,  on  this  head,  to  the  pa- 
pers annexed  to  this  report,  marked  from  "A."  to '«  L.," 
inclusife. 

As  to  the  terms  of  the  compromise  Which  it  may  be 
expedient  to  make,  the  committee  have  considered  that 
those  contained  in  the  bill  from  the  Senate  are  as  eifibct- 
ual  and  practicable,  and,  at  the  same  time,  as  eligible 
as  ought  to  be  required  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case.  They  have  accordingly  directed  the  chairman 
to  report  the  said  bill  without  amendment. 

The  committee  have  had  under  consideration  th6 
resolution  adopted  by  die  House  on  the  9th  instant. 

As  to  the  '*  authority  vested  in  the  agents  liew  at- 
tending to  compromise  the  claims  set  up  by  the  respect- 
ive claimants,"  the  committee  have  procured  all  the 
information  within  their  reach.  They  have  examined 
various  documents  and  papen,  some  of  them  very  vo- 
luminous, consisting  of  conveyances,  powers  of  attor- 
ney, letters,  dec  They  have  also  received,  from  the 
respective  agents,  written  representations  of  the  extent 
of  their  powers  and  authority,  and  of  their  readiness 
to  aceede  to  the  terms  of  compromise  contained  in  ttte 
bill  from  the  Senate.  These  representations  are  an- 
nexed to  this  report 

The  committee  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  re- 
port to  the  House  the  various  documents  exhibited  to 
them  by  the  respective  agents  in  support  of  these  rep- 
resentations. Such  a  procedure  was  supposed  not 
to  come  necessarily  within  the  purview  of  me  resolu- 
tion of  the  Houscy  and  would  have  encumbered  this 
report  with  a  mass  of  papers.  The  committee  will  re- 
mark, generally,  that  the  authority  of  the  agents  ap- 
pears to  be  very  extensive,  and  that,  in  the  course  of 
their  inquiries  on  this  head,  they  have  discovered  no 
reason  to  believe  that  any  one  of  the  claimants  will 
refhse  to  accede  to  die  proposed  compromise. 

As  to  the  *'  amount  of  money  actually  paid  by  hona 
Me  purchasers  for  gmnts  or  tides  they  may  hold  un- 
der the  original  grant,"  the  annexed  papers  afibrd  all 
the  information  which  the  committee  have  found  it 
^  practicable"  to  obtain.  These  papers  show,  to  a  gMat 
extent,  the  prieea  at  which  "  bona  fidt  third  pnrdw- 
sers"  oontracted  for  the  lands  in  qnestien,  and  whiah 
were  paid  in  negotiable  and  endorsed  notes,  and  olhsr 
seenrities.  But  the  committee  oensider  it  impraetica- 
ble  to  asocrtain  to  any  extant  **  the  amount  of  moiis|r 
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aetoally  piid"  witlioat  de?oting  to  the  inquiry  more 
time  and  attention  than  any  committee  could  bestow 
on  it,  daring  any  aesiion  of  Congresa,  aa  it  woald  lead 
to  an  examination  of  all  the  private  tranaactiona  of  the 
numeroos  individuala  now  interested  in  these  claims, 
which  might  be  connected  with  the  purchases  and 
sales  of  the  lands  in  question,  and  with  the  notes  and 
dther  securities  given  in  consequence  of  these  pur- 
chases and  sales. 

As  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  instructs  the 
committee  to  inquire  "firom  which  of  the  original 
companies  the  present  claimants  deriYe  title,  and  the 
amount  of  money  withdrawn  by  any  of  the  original 
grantees,  or  persons  claiming  under  them,  or  their 
agent,  or  agenta,  from  the  treasury  of  Georgia!"  the 
committee  also  refer  to  the  annexed  papers,  and  to  a 
document  accompanying  the  report  of  the  commission- 
era  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  amicable  settlement  of  limite 
with  the  Steto  of  Georgia,  and  authorizing  the  cstab- 
liahment  of  a  government  in  the  Mississippi  Territo- 
ry,^ which  document  is  contained  in  a  volume,  from 
Sige  147  to  page  158,  inclusive,  printed  by  order  of 
ongress^  on  the  10th  day  of  December,  1809. 

The  committee  alao  take  the  liberty  to  refer  to  the 
volume  abovementioned,  as  containing  mudi  useful 
inlbrmation  in  relation  to  the  acto  and  proceedinga  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  of  the  United  SUtes,  con- 
nected with  the  subject  under  consideration.  In  the 
flame  volume  wUl  also  be  found  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners abovementioned,  and  various  documents  ac* 
companying  the  same,  ahowing,  among  other  thinga, 
the  evidence  of  the  fraud  and  corruption  connected 
with  the  original  grant  of  these  lands  by  the  Stete  of 
Georgia. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  House. 

On  the  question  for  what  day  the  consideratioo 
of  this  subject  by  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
should  be  ordered,  different  days  were  named, 
and  a  desultory  conversation^  not  connected  with 
the  question  immediately  before  the  House,  con- 
tinued uQtil  it  was  checked  by  the  Spbaker  for 
its  irregularity. 

Mr.  Wrigbt,  of  Maryland,  took  occasion  to 
reply  to  a  remark  made  by  Mr.  Stanfobd  the 
other  day.  that  there  were  no  complete  copies  of 
the  documents  relative  to  the  Yazoo  claim,  to  be 
found  on  the  files  of  the  House.  On  inquiry  he 
had  found  that  there  was  at  least  twenty  com- 
plete copies  of  those  documents. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  repeated  the  observa- 
tion he  had  made  uoon  the  subject  of  the  mutila- 
tion of  the  printea  records  on  the  subject,  of 
which  he  had  derived  his  information  from  others, 
and  from  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  to 
whom  he  appealed  to  confirm  the  statement. 

Mr.  Stamford,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  did 
state  the  other  day,  and  he  now  affirmed  and 
could  prove  the  fact,  that  certain  books  which 
had  been  printed,  containing  the  evidence  ot  the 
Yazoo  fraud,  had  been  gutted  of  their  contents; 
he  had  seen  them,  and  the  fact  bad  been  at  a 
former  session  urged  on  the  floor  as  a  reason  for 
reprinting  them.  He  bad  also  stated,  merelv  as 
presumption,  that  they  had  been  so  mutilated  by 
some  interested  person. 

Mr.  RiDOfiLT,  of  Delaware,  in  a  low  voice, 
made  a  statement  of  the  facts  which  had  come  to 


his  knowled|[e  on  this  sobjecc.  The  reporter 
understood  him  to  say,  that  on  inquiry  in  the 
office  of  the  Clerk,  to  satisfy  his  mind  ou  the  cor- 
rectness of  what  had  been  stated  on  this  subjeeC, 
he  had  been  informed  by  the  Clerk,  that  there 
was,  or  had  been  about  the  office,  one  book  of  the 
first  edition  of  those  doeumencs,  out  of  which  the 
leaves  had  been  cut  for  the  printer,  by  the  clerks, 
to  save  themselves  the  trouble  of  copyine  the 
papers,  when  they  were  last  reprinted  by  order  of 
the  House;  and  that  the  only  book  which  had 
been  mutilated  to  their  knowledge  was  the  one 
to  which  he  had  referred,  &c. 

Upon  the  question  on  the  day  for  considering 
this  report,  motions  for  Monday  and  Saturday 
next  were  negatived;  and  it  was  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Thursday. 


Wbdnbbdat,  March  16. 

Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tennessee,  presented  a  letter 
from  Return  J.  Meigs,  Agent  of  the  United 
States  at  Hi^hwassee,  in  the  Mississippi  Terri-* 
tory,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  extending  the 
laws  o!  the  United  States  over  white  persons  re- 
siding within  the  Indian  boundaries. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  MoKbb,  of  Kentucky,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  uennis  Clarke ;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
readinff. 

Mr.  Riohaeobon,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the 
select  committee  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  Whitney  and  Joseph  H. 
Dorr ;  which  was  twiee  read  and  committed. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Hou5e  to  the  bill  "  in  addition  to  the 
act  allowiog  a  bounty  to  the  owners,  officers,  and 
crews  of  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  speat  a  short  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Doj^le ;  which  bill  was  reported  and  then  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

DISTRICT  PENITENTIARY. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Inqbbsoll,  of 
Pennsylvania,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of 
a  Penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
to  provide  the  necessary  funds  therefor. 

[This  bill  authorizes  the  President,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  to  cause 
to  be  erected  the  buildings  and  walls  of  a  Peni- 
tentiarv,  on  the  square  in  the  City  of  Washln^' 
ton  called  the  Judiciary  Square;  and,  to  provioe 
means  competent  to  effect  this  purpose,  appropri- 
ates <!ertain  public  lots  in  the  city,  to  be  sold 
under  the  direction  of  the  said  commissioners,  so 
much  of  the  {proceeds  as  is  necessary  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  object  of  the  bill,  and  the  remainder 
to  be  paid  over  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.] 

On  this  bill  conaidefable  desultory  debate  look 
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Slaee,  the  bill  beins^  opposed  by  Mr.  Wright  aod 
It,  Fisk,  of  New  York,  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  be  nnjast  to  appropriate  the  public  pro- 
perty to  the  purposes  of  this  District,  already 
sufficiently  farored  by  benefits  from  the  public 
Treasury,  Ac,;  and  was  warmly  supported  by 
Mr.  Inobbsoll,  on  the  ground  of  the  expediency 
of  the  measure,  and  the  propriety  of  the  mode  in 
which  it  was  proposed  to  be  effected.  The  pub- 
lic lots  proposed  to  be  appropriated  to  this  pur- 
pose were  at  present  of  no  possible  benefit  to  the 
public,  from  whom  the  |)roperty  would  not  be 
transferred  by  an  application  of  these  lots  to  the 

furpose  of  erecting  a  Penitentiary,  because  the 
Penitentiary  itself  would  be  the  property  of  the 
public,  &c.  Mr.  Findlet  defended  tne  city  from 
the  remarks  apiplied  to  it  by  Mr.  Wright. 

The  Committee  rose  for  want  of  a  quorum, 
and^  at  length,  after  refusing  once  to  adjourn,  and 
baring  come  to  no  decision  on  the  subject  of  the 
bill,  there  being  a  difficulty  in  keeping  a  quorum 
to  attend  to  business,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tbdrsdat,  March  17. 

Mr.  IiroBRsoLLi,  of  Pennsylrania,  from  the  Jn- 
dieiary  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  to  define  more  explicitly  the  duties  of  the 
judges  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendmeut  applying  the  principle 
to  the  Territory  of  Illinois  as  well  as  to  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Indiana ; '  which,  after  some  obserra- 
tions  from  Messrs.  Inobrsoll,  Jbnninos,  of  In- 
diana, and  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Setbert,  of  PennsylTania  from  the  select 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution 
on  the  subject  of  the  copper  coins,  reported  that 
it  was  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  make  any  alter- 
ation in  the  copper  coins  of  the  United  Slates. 
Mr.  8.  preseotea  a  letter  from  the  Director  of 
the  Mint  on  the  subject ;  which  was  read.  The 
report  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dennis 
Clarke  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

COASTING  TRADE. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution : 

Rtaohedy  That  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  veseelsy  whose  cargoes  shall  consist  of  fire- 
woody  bark,  or  lime,  to  proceed  from  a  port  or  place  in 
a  State  to  one  or  more  ports  in  the  same,  or  an  adjoin- 
ing State,  under  sach  restrictions  and  regulations  as 
the  President  of  the  United  States  may  direct ;  and, 
also^  of  allowing  Tessels  that  have  usnally  been  em- 
ployed in  the  fisheries  to  be  again  employed  in  that 
Duineas ;  and  that  they  haye  leave  to  report  by  bill, 
or  otiierwise. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolution,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negati?e — yeas  63,  nays  80,  as 
follows : 

YaAs— MesRs.  Bayliea  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Bigelowy   Boyd,  Bradbniy,  Bieckeimage, 


Brigham,  Caperton,  Calhonn,  OiHey,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Cnlpeper,  DaTis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Forsyth,  Gas- 
ton, Grosrenor,  Grundy,  Hale,  Hufty,  Hnngerfbrd,  Ir- 
ving, Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Ma* 
con,  Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Montgomexj,  Moseley, 
Murfree,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Richard- 
son, Ridgely,  Raggles,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
Thompson,  Yose,  Ward  of  Massadiusetts,  Ward  of 
New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wood. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Av- 
ery, Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Comstoek,  Condict,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cnthbeit,  Denoyelies, 
Duvall,  Barle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  risk  of 
YL,  Fisk  of  N.  y.,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Good- 
wyn,  Griffin,  HaO,  Harris,  Hawes,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Ya.,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Md.,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lyle,  McCoy, 
McKim,  Moffitt,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Post,  Potter,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Yirginia,  TannehiH,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Udree,  Whitehill,  WUliams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

DUTIES  ON  SPIRITS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancby,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  ^Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  against  the  expediency  (into 
which  they  had  been,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Y.,  in- 
structed to  inquire)  of  amending  that  provision 
in  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  reiailers| 
dbc,  so  far  as  respects  the  sale  of  domestic  spirits 
sold  in  less  quantities  than  ^r^  gallons,  at  the 
place  where  the  same  shall  hare  been  distilled, 
and  by  the  person  to  whom  license  shall  have 
been  granted  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Yangby  moved  to  amend  the  report,  so  aa 
to  declare  it  to  be  expedient  to  make  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  license  law.  His  object  was 
to  make  it  lesal  for  distillers  to  sell  in  any  quan* 
tity  not  less  than  one  gallon. 

After  considerable  debate  in  the  Committee, 
and  afterwards  in  the  House,  this  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negatire  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YiAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Avery,  Barnett, 
Beall,  Breckenridge,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Clark,  Cooper,  Creighton,  CulMper,  Davis  of  Peni^ 
syivania,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Farrow,  Findley,  For- 
ney, Fon^th,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hnngerford,  Jackson  of 
Yirginia,  Johnson  of  Yirginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kilboom,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lewis,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McLean,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  iHewton,  Ormsby,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Sevier, 
Slmrp,  Smith  of  Yirginia,  Stanlbfd,  Udree,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey— 60. 

NATS*-Measrs.  Anderson,  Bard,  Baylies  of  Masaa> 
chnsettsy  Bayly  of  Yiiginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Brateij, 
Bradley,  Brigham,  Brown,  Butler,  Chappell, 
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ptodc,  Condiet,  Cvnud,  Coz,  Cfmwibrd»  Croacb,  Cstli- 
bert,  DftTenportv  DenoyeUes,  Ely,  EppM,  £Tftii«,  Fiak 
of  Yerniont,  FUk  of  Now  Tozk,  Griffin,  Groorenor* 
Hale,  Haabrouok,  Huftj,  IngenoU,  Ingham,  Irring, 
Jookaon  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  Yoik,~  Ker- 
riiaw.  King  of  Maw^  Leflbrta,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Mar- 
keli,  McKim,  MiUer,  Moffit,  MomIot,  Oakley,  Picker^ 
ing,  Pitkin,  Poet,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wm.  Reed,  Rea 
of  Pa^  Rich,  Richazdeon,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage, 
8eybeit,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Smith  of  PennsylTaniat  Steekion, 
Strong,  Staart,  Stnrgest  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tanne- 
hiU»  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Troop,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachnsetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  WhitehiU,  Wileoz,  Williams,  Wileon  of 
Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wood,  and  Wright-^. 

ISAAC  CLA80N. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Isaac 
ClasoD,  and  the  amendments  thereto  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures ;  which 
were  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Nbwtok*  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  tbe 
bill  so  as  to  iu elude  the  extension  also  of  relief  to 
Archibald  McCall,  of  Philadelphia^  whose  peti* 
tioa  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com* 
merce  and  Manufaotures. 

This  motion  produced  coosiderable  disctttstoii, 
in  which  Messrs.  Newtom,  Imobraoll,  and  Sbt- 
BBRT,  supported  the  motion,  and  Messrs.  Fisk.  of 
New  Yorg,  Post,  and  Ibtino,  opposed  it ;  Dut 
not  in  any  way  inTolring  the  merits  of  A.  Mc- 
Oall's  ease.  The  motion  was  uegatiyed — ayes  34. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  amend- 
Bftents  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  MuRPBEB,  of  North  Carolina,  mored  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  with  a  Tiew  of  haying 
eomprehended  io  one  bill  all  the  eases  of  a  simi- 
lar character  which  deserve  relief. 

This  motion  also  gave  rise  to  a  considerable 
debate,  being  supported  by  Messrs.  Mvbpbbb, 
flBTBBRT,  Ingbrsoll,  Bfid  McKiM,  Biid  opposed 

Sr  Messrs.  Fisk,  of  vermoat.  Wrigbt,  Fibk,  of 
ew  York,  and  Newton.  THe  motion  was  lost- 
ayes  35;  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Friday,  March  18. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  petition  of 
Joseph  Johnson,  packetmaster,  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  praying  permission  to  run  his  pack- 
et between  the  said  crty  and  Alexandria,  in  tbe 
Dhlrict  of  Columbia,  by^iving  a  general  bond 
in  such  amount  as  the 'Government  may  pre- 
scribe, not  to  evade  the  act  laying  an  embargo.*^ 
deferred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Tbe  House  resumed  the  ooDsideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  being  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
^  for  tbe  relief  of  Isaac  CUson )"  and  the  amand- 
Bueats  yesterday  made  ihereto  in  CoaiBiittee  «f 
the  WAiole  were  agreed  to* 

Mr.  MuRPRBB,  of  North  Carolina,  aiored  to 
«Beommic  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
mmt9  and  Mannlmenirat;  which  'motion  was 
aagatived* 


Mr.  WaiflHT,  of  Maryland,  oaoved  topoatpoaa 
the  farther  consideration  of  tlie  bill  indefinitely' ; 
which  motion  was  also  negatived ;  and  the  biii 
was  I  hen  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

PAUL  CUFFEE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  permit  the  departure  of  Paul  Cuffee  with  a 
cargo  to  Sierra  Leone ;  together  with  a  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mannfaclores 
against  the  same. 

This  bill  underwent  a  discussion  of  a  very 
diffuse  nature,  and  of  no  little  length,  in  tbe 
course  of  which  tbe  object  of  the  bill  was  sap- 
ported  by  Messrs.  Whbatoh,  Gbosvehos,  Pick- 
BRUfo,  Taggart,  Batues,  Wbbstbr,  Fabikow, 
DnvALL,  and  Shiphero^  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Nbwtok,  Wright,  Mc£im,SL&br,  Imgbam,  Ftax, 
of  Vermont,  and  Ingbrsoll. 

The  bill  was  supported  on  the  ground  of  the 
excellence  of  the  general  character  of  Mr.  Cof- 
fee; the  philanthropy  of  his  views  ^  the  benefits 
to  humanitv  and  religion  generally  of  which  a 
saceessin  these  views  might  be  prodaeiive;  the 
benefito  which  would  resiut  to  the  United  Stales, 
partieulariy  from  the  establishment  of  an  inni- 
tution  whiob  would  invite  the  emimtion  of  free 
blacks,  ft  part  of  our  pcqpoiatitm  which  we  eonld 
well  spare,  dbc. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  bill  was  opposed  on 
various  groonds.  Wniie  the  exeeliesce  of  the 
general  character  of  Mr.  Cufiee  was  fally  eredi* 
ted  and  generally  admitted,  it  was  said  that  the 
bill  would  violate  in  fiivor  of  a  forcijgii  misston, 
that  policy  which  we  had  refosed  to  infringe  for 
the  sake  even  of  onr  coasters  and  fishermen; 
that  Mr.  Cufiee  might  depart  in  neotral  vcsrIs 
with  his  companions,  bat  that  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  permit  him  to  carrjr  oat  a  oaroo,  which 
was  not  at  all  necessary  to  his  views  of  propaga- 
ting the  Gospel ;  that  his  voyage  woaid  be  con- 
trary to  the  policy  of  existing  Uws,  independent 
of  the  embargo  policy,  because  Siena  Leoae  was 
a  British  settlement;  that  as  this  was  a  British 
settlement,  in  tbe  possession  of  a  nation  claiming 
and  asserted  to  be  the  bulwark  of  oar  religion, 
there  was  no  occasion  for  caig<oes  departing  from 
the  United  States  to  enabk  her  to  entry  her 
views  into  efl^t^  dbc. 

Intermingled  in  this  debate  was  eonsiderahle 
controversy  and  something  like  asperity  as  to  fiie 
character  if  the  Britieh  nation  for  migion  and 
humanity,'  in  which  Mr.  Picevriiki,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, on  the  one  side,  and  Mr.  Kerr,  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Mr.  Fisk,  of  TermooL  on  the  other, 
were  the  principal  debaters,  and  also  on  the  evil 
which  might  result  from  transporting  liberated 
slaves  from  this  country  to  a  British  settlement. 
The  question,  however,  appeared  to  the  reporter 
to  turn  on  the  expediency  of  permitting,  under 
the  existence  of  the  restrictive  system,  a  car^to 
go  put  which  must  necessarily  sail  under  Bnri^ 
ficeose;  which  it  was  arened  would  feot  be 
gfo^otcd  vakss  it  were  ctm«dered  odvanlageeiis 
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to  tli6  interest  of  the  eftesif  that  such  trade 
abould  be  carried  obu 

The  debate  baFin^  been  extended  to  the  usual 
how  of  adjouromeDt,  the  Coaunittee  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  with  eertain  amei^diaentB, 
and  on  the  question  on  the  paaeage  of  the  bill  to 
a  third  reading,  which  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  vote  was  for  the  bill  65,  against  it  12, 
as  follows : 

YxAs — Me«Rs.  BayliM  of  Msssichnsetts,  Bayly  of 
Viigsnist  Bigelowy  B^Hven,  Boyd,  Bradbory,  Biighaai^ 
Butler,  Ci^>eilon,  Champion,  CiUay,  Cooper,  Coz,  Cul* 
peper,  DsTenporf,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  DuvtU,  Biy, 
FazroWyOeddes,  Hsle,  Hufty,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island^ 
Kent  of  Kew  York,  Keni  of  Maryland,  King  of  Mas- 
sacbusetts.  Law,  Lefferts»  LoTot^  Msrkell,  McLean, 
Miner,  Moffit,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Oakley, 
Pickerings  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Post,  Jobn  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reedy  Rich,  Roggles,  Shefley,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
herd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Strong,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Tall- 
madgs,  Yose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massa- 
dinsetts*  and  Wood. 

NATB-^Messts.  Alston,  Anderson,  Avery,  Baard,  Bar- 
netl,  Biowtt,  Burwell,  Chappell,  Condict,  Conazd, 
Onwi»rd,  Cteighton,  Crouch,  Davis  of  PeonsylTania, 
Besha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of  ¥«• 
moot,  Fisk  of  New  Yofk,  Forney,  FonQrth,  Frankfia^ 
Gholsen,  Goodwyn,  Gourdi%  Griffin,  HaU,  Hairii^ 
Hasbrouek,Hawas,  Huagerfi»rd,Ingersol^  Ingham,  Iiw 
ving,  Johnson  of  Yixginia,  Jobnaon  of  Kentucky, 
Kennedy,  Kezr,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Lyle,  McCcgr, 
McKim,  Moore,  Murfree,  Newton,  Parier,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ring- 
gold, Roane,  Robertson^  Sage,  Sevier,  Se^bert,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tanne- 
hiU,  Taylor,  Telfiur,  Udree,  WhitehUl,  Williams,  Wil- 
Bon  of  Pennsylnia,  Winter,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Satvaoat,  Mareh  19. 

Mr.  Setbgbt  presented  a  petition  of  Stephen 
Qtrard,  of  Philadelphia,  merehant,  stating  that 
his  ship  Mooteequieu  and  eara^o,  being  captured 
on  the  passage  from  the  Bast  indies  by  the  ene- 
my, he,  by  permission  of  theGh)Ternment,  effeeted 
hjNT  ransom,  and  brought  herintotheportof  Phil- 
ade^ia ;  and  praying  that  a  pact  of  the  duties 
paid  on  said  eargo  may  be  tefunded  to  him,  in 
eoBsequenee  of  the  beneit  whteh  aecrued  to  the 
Goremmeot  by  said  ransom. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufaetores. 

The  BpflAKBii  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitaula  of  South  Carolina,  praying  for  the 
aid  of  Gk>vemment  in  opening  an  inland  water 
eommuuicatioa  from  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  St. 
Mary's  rirer,  in  Gleorgia. — Referred. 

Mr.  MoKuB,  of  Kentucky,  repovted  a  hill  for 
quieting  and  adjusting  elaime  to  land  in  the  Mia« 
sissippi  Territory;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
committed. 

Mr.  RoBBBTsoN,  of  Louisiana,  reported  a  bill 
concerning  certificates  of  confirmation  of  claims 
to  land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  eommitted. 

Mr.  TBOut}  of  Georgia,  from  the  Commiilee 


on  Military  Affiurs,  reported  a  biU  to  authoriae 
Iba  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the 
serTice  of  volunteers  who  may  associate  and  or* 
ganize  tbenaselves  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier 
of  the  United  States  $  which  was  twice  read,  and 
comnaitted. 

ISAAC  CLASON. 

The  engrossed  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re* 
lief  of  Isaac  Clason,  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  case  of  Isaac  Clason  has  been  for  some 
years  before  tbe  Legislature,  and  has  frequently 
passed  through  one  or  the  other  House;  some> 
tiflftes  separately,  and  sometimes  iu  connexion 
with  others.  The  following  are  the  circum- 
stances of  his  case,  as  stated  by  those  who  sup- 
ported the  bill :  Several  years  ago,  Mr.  Clason, 
on  account  of  circumstances  arising  from  the  ex- 
istence of  contagion  in  New  York,  was  prevented 
from  giving  bond  on  a  cargo  of  foreign  produce 
re-exported,  within  tbe  time  required  by  law  to 
entitle  him  to  receive  drawback  thereon.  He 
prays  that,  in  consequetaee  of  these  accidental 
circumstances,  he  may  not  be  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  drawback,  which  he  would  have  re- 
ceived but  for  the  intervention  of  circumstances 
not  within  his  control. 

The  bill  was  opposed  with  some  warmth,  and 
supported  with  equal  zeal,  in  a  debate  of  some 
length.  The  objections  were,  that  it  was  im* 
proper  to  legislate  in  particular  cases,  when  others 
of  the  same  class  were  passed  by ;  tnat  this  was 
a  claim  not  on  the  justice  but  on  the  liberality  oi 
Congress,  wbo  ought  to  be  just  before  they  were 
generous,  and  not  open  the  Treasury  to  claims  of 
this  description,  when  claims  of  a  more  urgent 
nature,  arising  from  the  Revolutiooarywar,  were 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.  The  claim 
was,  on  the  other  hand,  supported  on  its  merits, 
and  the  injustice  of  refusing  to  render  justice  in 
one  case  oecause  it  was  not  done  In  another. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  GHOLeoM,  of  Vlr- 
giniai  that  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely ;  and 
the  question  being  taken  thereon,  was  decided  as 
follows — For  postDonemeot  57,  against  it  83. 

A  motion  was  also  made  to  postpone  the  bill  to 
Monday  next,  and  negatived — ayes  45. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  aojourn,  and  nega* 
Uved.  The  same  motion  was  again  made,  and 
negatived. 

After  further  debate,  the  question  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  84,  nays  59,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Avery,  Baylies  of  MassachusettSi 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Ca- 
perton,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Comstocky  Cox, 
Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Denoyelles, 
Ely,  Fisk  of  Vemiont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Gaston* 
Gourdln,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hssbrouek,  Hawes,  How- 
ell, Ingersoll,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Ken- 
nedy, Kershaw,  King  of  Massachnsetts,  Law,  Lefferts, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  McKee,  McKim,  Miller,  Mof> 
fitt,  MoDtgomerv,  Moseley,  Newton,  Oakley,  Peanon, 
Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Rich,  Rich- 
ardson, Rmggokl,  Robertson,  Ruggies,  Sage,  Sheflhy, 
Sherwood,  Sbipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  ViigiaiatSteiAid, 
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8tookton,8torg«8,Tftggart,Tallmadg«,Tftjlor,  Thomp- 
son, Voie,  Ward  of  MaaBachnsettt,  Ward  of  Now  Jer- 
ooT,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  WilUams, 
Wilson  of  Maasaehusetts,  Winter,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Aoderaony  Bard, 
Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Borwell,  Butler,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Duvall,  Barle,  Ej^pes, 
Evans,  Fomej,  Forsy^,  Oholson,  Goodwyn,  Griffin, 
Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  ^boum.  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  Moore, 
Murfree,  Nelson,  Pidens,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Sharp,  Tannehill,  Tel&ir,  Udree, 
Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 


Monday,  March  21. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  making  ap* 
propriatioDs  for  the  support  of  Gk>Teroment,  for 
the  year  1814,"  with  an  amendment.  The  Senate 
hare  disagreed  to  the  2d,  5th,  16th,  18tb,  and  22d 
of  the  amendments  made  by  this  House  to  the  biii 
"  for  the  better  orffanizing,  payinff,  and  supplying 
the  Army  of  the  United  States."  and  hare  con- 
curred in  theresidueof  the  said  amendments  with 
amendments;  in  all  which  amendmenu  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  House  resolved  itsell  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
indemnification  of  certain  claimants  to  lands  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman — I  feel  mrself  bound  as  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  committee  to  whom  this  bill  has  been 
referred,  in  justice  to  the  parties,  as  well  as  to  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  to  present  this  subject  to  the 
nation  as  it  is,  and  to  rescue  the  parties  and  their 
advocates  from  the  ignorant  clamors  of  the  pub- 
lic prints.  In  May,  1789,  Georgia  established 
her  Constitution,  and  thereby  vested  ber  Legis- 
lature with  full  power  to  dispose  of  her  public 
lands.  As  a  proof  thereof,  in  December,  1789, 
•be  passed  a  law  disposing  of  several  tracts  of 
land  therein  mentioned  to  three  companies,  by  the 
names  of  the  Virginia  Yazoo,  the  South  Carolina 
Yazoo,  and  Tennessee,  and  for  issuing  to  them 
ffrants,  on  their  complying  with  the  coqditions. 
These  are  paru  of  the  same  lands,  but  they  failed 
to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  sale,  and  the 
lands  remained  to  be  disposed  of  by  Ghsorgja.  On 
the  7th  January,  1795,  Georgia  again  sold  those 
lands  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
to  the  four  companies,  under  whom  the  present 
persons^laim,  amounting  to  fiftv  millions  of  acres 
of  land,  for  the  sum  of  five  buna  red  thousand  dol- 
lars, and,  by  the  act,  directinl  the  Governor,  on 
payment  of  the  purchase  money  into  the  treasury 
of  Georgia,  to  issue  to  the  said  conipanies  their 
grants,  agr«eabl/  to  the  said  aet.    The  several 


companies  without  delay  paid  into  the  treasury 
the  several  sums  by  them  respectively  to  be  paid, 
and  the  Governor,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act, 
issued  to  them  their  respective  patents.  During 
the  Summer  of  1795,  theee  lands  were  sold  to  the 
New  England  purchasers,  now  applying  for  an 
equitable  compromise,  without  notice  of  any  mal- 
practice  in  the  original  purchasers.  In  February, 
1796,  Georgia  repealed  the  law  of  7th  of  January, 
1795,  declared  the  sales  under  it  fraodnlent  and 
void,  and,  as  an  evidence  of  their  temperance, 
burnt  the  act  and  records  of  the  grants  with  fire 
drawn  from  heaven  with  a  sun-glass. 

Even  that  Legislature,  in  this  temper  of  mind| 
directed  the  repayment  of  the  money  paid  into 
their  treasury  by  these  fraudulent  purchasers-— 
they  did  not  burn  that.  And  out  of  the  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  paid  into  the  treasnrf^  three 
hundred  and  ten  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninetj - 
four  dollars  were  withdrawn,  and  their  ebLioks  to 
a  proportionate  quantity  of  the  lands  were  given 
up.  rermit  me  to  remark,  that  by  a  nnmbec  of 
resolutions  of  the  old  Congress,  the  lands  belong* 
ing  to  the  King  of  Great  firitain.  with  whonoi  we 
were  at  war,  were  pledged  as  a  fund  for  the  pay-* 
ment  of  the  nationall  debt,  in  the  event  of  our  con* 
quest,  which  by  the  laws  of  war  inured  to  the 
joint  benfit  of  the  nation,  by  whose  united  blood 
and  treasure  they  should  be  conquered,  and  such 
a  resolution  wiU  be  found  on  the  same  pace, 
with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Marvland  line,  for 
their  gallant  conduct  in  action  in  South  Carolina; 
and  it  will  appear  that  Maryland  entered  into  the 
consideration^  upon  that  express  condition — her 
claim  to  her  portion  of  these  lands  remaining  yet 
to  be  adjusted)  with  the  claims  of  her  sister 
States. 

Congress,  however,  desirous  that  the  States, 
within  whose  jurisdictional  limits  these  lands  thus 
acquired  were,  pressed  the  States  to  relinquish 
them  for  that  purpose,  and  on  the  7th  of  April, 
1798^  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  President  to 
appoint  three  commissionerS|  to  aet  with  commis- 
sioners to  be  appointed  by  the  State  of  Geoi]gia,  to 
fix  the  true  limits  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  to 
establish  the  Mississippi  Territory  out  of  the  lands 
so  relinquished  by  Georgia.  On  the  10th  of  May, 
1800,  Congress  passed  another  act  authorizing  the 
commissioners  so  appointed,  to  make  such  settle- 
ment of  limits,  on  such  terms  as  might  be  agreed 
on,  not  advancing  any  monev  from  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States ;  and  also,  authorizing  said 
commissioners  to  receive  propositions  of  com- 
promise  for  any  claims  against  said  lands  so  in- 
tended and  expected  to  be  relinquished  by  Geoc- 
gia,  many  of  the  States  having  then  relinqui^ed 
larffe  tracts  of  land  to  the  united  States.  To 
fulll  this  expecution,  Georgia  appointed  Mr. 
Jackson  and  Mr.  Baldwin  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr. 
Milledge  of  the  House  of  Represenutives,  on 
her  part,  and  Mr.  Jefferson  appointed  Mr.  Madi- 
son the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Gallatin  the  Sec- 
reury  of  the  Treasury,  and  Mr.  Lincoln  the  At- 
torney General,  who  on  the  24th  of  April,  18QS, 
settled  the  limits  of  Greorgia,  and  also  or  the  Mis- 
sissippi Tenitoryi  stipulated  for  the  payment  of  a 
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miilioD  and  a  qoaner  of  dollars  to  Georgia,  out  of 
the  first  sales  of  the  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory* and  also,  to  extini^ttish  the  Indian  title  to 
all  the  lands  within  the  limits  of  Gteorgia  held  by 
the  Indians ;  they  also  agreed  **  that  a  portion  of 

*  the  said  lands,  not  exceeding  fire  millions  ef  acres, 
'  or  the  proceeds  of  the  said  &Ye  millions  of  acres, 
'  or  of  any  part  thereof,  be  appropriated  for  the 

*  purpose  of  satisfying,  quieting,  and  compensating 
'  for  any  claims  other  tnan  those  herein  before  re- 
'  cognised,  which  may  be  made  to  the  said  lands, 
<  or  any  part  thereof,  prorided  it  shall  be  appropri- 
'  ated  hj  Congress  within  one  year,  after  the  con- 
'  firmation  of  the  said  compromise  by  Georgia. 
'  And  they  limit  the  time  for  Georgia  to  decide  on 

*  said  affreement;  to  six  months,  and  that  Congress 
'  shall  be  bound  by  the  agreement  if  they  do  not 
^  within  six  montns  repeal  the  laws  for  the  ap- 
'  pointment  of  said  commissioners  by  the  United 

*  States." 

This  agreement  made  and  executed  as  afore- 
said by  the  Commissioners  of  Georgia  and  the 
United  States  was  on  the  26th  of  April,  180^ 
submitted  by  the  President  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  and  a  motion  was  made  in  both  Houses 
to  repeal  the  laws  for  the  appointment  of  the 
Cooiaiissioners  of  the  United  States,  thereby  to 
reject  the  said  amendment.  Tfien,  sir,  I  was  a 
jnember  of  the  Senate,  and  it  will  appear  by  the 
TOtes  and  proceedings  of  that  body,  wnich  1  hold 
in  my  hand,  that  I  then  voted  against  that  agree- 
ment. I  opposed  it,  sir,  first,  because  I  thought 
the  claim  or  Georgia  to  such  an  immense  territory, 
with  one  Representative,  inadmissible;  that  the 
paying  her  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars  for 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  extinguishing  the 
Indian  title  to  the  lands  in  Georgia  held  by  the 
Indians  was  an  outrageous  imposition,  and  a  de- 
parture from  the  principles  recognised  by  Con- 
gress, as  to  the  lands  conquered  from  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  by  the  Revolution^  wiiich  by  the 
laws  of  war  vested  in  the  conqueror,  the  United 
States.  Secondly.  I  contended  that  the  purchas- 
ers of  the  firty  millions  of  acres  of  land  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory  were  or  were  not  entitled — 
if  entitled,  they  were  entitled  to  the  whole,  and 
oojghi  not,  by  the  iron  hand  of  power,  to  be  de- 
prived of  their  rights ;  if  not  entitled,  it  would  be 
improper  to  give  them  five  millions  of  acres  as 
proposed  by  the  agreement.  That  the  repealing 
act  of  Georgia  could  not  afiect  riffhts  vested  at 
the  time.  That  Georgia  ought  to  nave  tried  the 
eaae  io  chancery,  where,  if  fraudulent,  she  could 
have  set  aside  their  patents,  which  were  evidence 
ef  a  le^l  title,  if  the  act  of  the  Legislature  could 
be  avoided.  I  therefore  voted  against  the  ajg^ree- 
ment,  which  passed  the  Senate  by  a  majoritjr  of 
ooly  one  vote.  In  the  House  of  Representatives 
it  passeJ  by  a  majority  of  twelve  votes,  and  the 
agreement  with  Georgia  and  the  United  Sutes 
.was  thereby  ratified  and  confirmed,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States.  C^rgia  also  by  her  Legisla- 
ture ratified  it  within  six  months. 

After  this  agreement,  ho  entered  into,  had  been 
so  ratified,  although  I  voted  against  it,  I  consid- 
ered the  nation  and  Gteorgia  bound  by  it.  agreea* 


bly  to  its  true  intendment ;  and  Congress,  on  the 
3d  March,  1803,  in  virtue  of  said  agreement,  and 
with  intent  to  carry  the  same  into  effect,  passed 
an  act  for  that  purpose;  and,  acnoog  other  things, 
enacted — 

^'  That  BO  much  of  the  &vb  millions  of  acres  re- 
served for  that  purpose,  by  the  articles  of  epeement 
abovementioned,  as  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the 
claims  not  confirmed  by  that  agreement,  which  are 
embraced  in  the  two  first  sections  of  this  act,  or  which 
may  be  derived  from  British  grants  for  lands  which 
have  not  been  regranted  by  the  Spanish  Government, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  that  pur^ 
pose,  and  so  much  of  the  residue  of  the  said  five  mil- 
lions of  acres,  or  of  the  net  proceeds  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  thall  be  and  is  hereby 
appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  eatUfjifing,  auieting, 
and  compeneating  for  sach  other  claims  to  tae  lanos 
south  or  the  State  of  Tennessee,  not  recognised  in 
the  abovementioned  articles  of  agreement,  and  which 
are  derived  from  any  act  or  pretended  act  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  which  Congress  may  hereafter  think  iit  to 
provide  for :  Provided,  however,  That  no  other  ciainu 
shall  be  embraced  by  this  appropriation,  hut  thoee  the 
evidence  of  which  shall  have  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  January  next  been  exhibited  by  the  claimants  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  recorded  in  books  to  be 
kept  in  his  office  for  that  purpose,  at  the  expense  of 
the  party  exhibiting  the  same." 

And  the  said  act  authorizes  the  Secretary  of 
State,  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
Attorney  General,  to  receive  the  propositions  of 
compromise  from  the  companies  or  persons  claim- 
ing lands  in  said  Territory,  and  report  their  opin- 
ion to  Congress  at  their  next  session ;  and  that, 
no  doubt,  with  a  view  of  Congress  seeing  Jit  to 
confirm  such  compromise  as  our  said  Commis- 
sioners should  approve.  The  said  Commission* 
ers,  in  virtue  of  said  appointment  reported,  that  a 

freat  majority  of  the  persons  claiming  said  lands 
ad  signed  propositions  to  relinquish  their  claims 
at  twentj-five  cents  per  acre;  ^Uhat  this  proposi- 
'  tion  is  inadmissible,  and  without  pretending  to 
'  affirm  that  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  was  in- 

*  competent  to  decide  on  the  title,  under  all  the 
'  circumstances  that  have  come  to  their  knowl- 
'  edge,  they  think  their  title  cannot  be  supported." 
"But  they  nevertheless  believe  that  the  interest 

*  of  the  United  States,  the  tranquillity  of  those 

*  who  may  hereafter  inhabit  that  Territory,  and 
'  various  equitable  considerations  which  may  be 

*  urged  in  favor  of  most  of  the  present  claimants, 
'  render  it  expedient  to  enter  into  a  compromise 

*  on  reasonable  terms." 

«  Under  that  impression  a  plan  is  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  which,  although  it  does  not 
render  a  fhll  indemnity  to  every  claimant  is  believed 
to  give  in  the  aggregate  nearly  as  much  as  has  been 
paid  in  the  whole  by  all  the  present  claimants." 

**  As  it  is  understood,  and  generally  agreed,  that  the 
five  millions  of  acres  reserved  by  the  agreement  vrith 
Georgia  constitute  the  fund  from  which  the  indemnity 
is  to  be  paid,  it  is  of  primary  importance  that  it  should 
not  exceed  that  fund." 

<«  They,  therefore,  submit  to  Congress  the  following 
propositions : 

« 1.  That  so  much  of  the  five  millions  of  acreees 
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nball  leBMUi  after  latMfyiDg  the  clainie  tberain  epeci- 
fied,  be  appropnatod  for  lati^ing  and  qaieting  the 
daima  of  the  persong  who  derive  their  claims  firom  an 
aet  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  paiied  7th  of  January, 
1795,  for  which  purpose  the  several  companies  be  per- 
mitted to  locate  the  quantity  allotted  them  on  any  part 
of  the  land  they  claim. 

«*3.  That  the  claimants  may  nevertheless  receive, 
in  lien  of  said  lands,  certificates  bearing  interest  fvpm 
1st  January,  1804,  for  two  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dlollars,  or,  at  their  option,  certificates  without 
interest  to  the  amount  of  five  miUions  of  dollars,  to  be 
paid  out  of  die  pioceeda  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  said  Territory,  after  C^rgia  had  received 
her  minion  and  a  quarter  of  dollars. 

<^3.  That  the  lands  or  certificates  be  apportioned 
among  the  companies  agreeably  to  their  daima. 

'*4.  That  every  original  grant,  deed,  or  other  dum, 
be  exhibited  to  the  Secretary  of  State  within  one  year, 
to  be  reoorded,  and  if  not  so  exhibited,  never  to  be  re- 
ceived as  evidence  in  any  court 

*<  6.  That  the  claims  so  exhibited  shall  be  appor- 
tioned by  Commissioners  authorized  finaify  to  settle 
the  same. 

"  6.  That  each  individual  claimant  riiall  be  allowed 
to  have  tiie  benefit  of  these  terms  for  the  amount  of 
hii  claim  thus  ascertained,  and  to  receive,  at  his  op* 
tion,  his  proportion  either  of  the  lands  or  certificates 
bearing  interest  or  certificates  without  interest.'^ 

This  report  was  in  December,  1804,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee, which,  on  the  18th  January,  1805,  after  ex- 
amininj^  the  same,  recommended  the  following 
rtsoiotiOD : 

<*  Metokedf  That  three  Commissiotters  be  authoriaed 
to  Mceive  propeaitions  of  compromise  and  settiemeni 
ftom  the  several  companiea  or  persona  having  claims 
to  public  lands  vrithin  the  pieseal  limits  of  the  Miasis* 
aippi  Teoritory,  and  JInauy  to  adjust  and  settle  the 
same  in  such  manner  as  in  their  opinion  will  conduce 
te  the  interest  of  the  United  States :  Promdtd^  inauch 
aettlementy  the  Commissioners  shall  not  exoeed  the 
limits  prescribed  by  the  convention  with  the  State  of 
Georgia.'' 

Let  any  man  compare  this  proposed  resoiiuion 
with  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  and  their 
opinions  of  the  compromise  that  ought  to  be  ac- 
eepled  and  made,  and  they  will  discover  not  only 
an  approbation  of  it,  but  that  they  should  be  re- 
appointed to  confirm  and  execute  it.  This  resor 
lution,  however,  was  not  acted  &n  during  that 
session. 

The  next  session  the  subject  was  broqght  be- 
fore the  Senate,  who  passed  a  bill  to  carry  said 
compromise  into  efiect  by  a  Iftrffe  majority,  which 
was  rejected  in  the  House  of  Kepresentativea  on 
the  first  reading,  without  examining  the  merits  of 
the  question,  and  some  new  members  were  ex- 
cused from  voting  because  they  did  not  under- 
stand the  subject. 

In  1812  the  Senate  passed  another  bill  to  the 
same  effect,  which,  from  a  muhipUcity  of  impor- 
tant public  business,  was  not  acted  on  definitively 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  tbongh  I  thought 
there  was  then  a  majority  for  it. 

At  this  session,  the  present  bill  haa  passed  the 
Senate  by  a  majority  of  three  to  one,  and  it  now 
becomes  our  dmy  to  examine  tke  case  with  tem- 


per, and  to  decide  it  upon  pruKiples  of  joatioe 
and  sound  poliey. 

Having  presented  the  anbject  with  iu  hittory 
and  progress  before  the  Commissioners,  as  weU 
as  before  both  Houses  of  Congress,  I  will  present 
to  you  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  a 
case  instituted  to  try  the  title  of  the  purchaaera 
firom  Georgia,  as  delivered  by  Judge  MarshaU : 

««The  Legislature  of  Qeoigia  had  the  right  to  dia- 
poae  of  her  public  lands,  nnlesa  natrained  by 
stitution*" 

''Geoigia,  by  her  constitntMin  of  1789,  wai 
strained,  a»d  by  her  aei  of  1706  did  not  tmnacmd  her 
powera.'* 

'<The  landa  in  oontroversy  veeted  in  the  original 
grantees,  by  the  giant  of  the  Governor,  in  poisnaaoe 
of  the  act  of  1795,  who,  being  thus  posssassd  of  the 
leeiU  ciiatt,  conveyed  it  to  these  innocent  purchaaers 
without  notice,  and  if  the  original  trsneartion  waa  in- 
fected with  fraud,  these  purchaaers  without  notice  wera 
innocent  Yet  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  have  in* 
volved  them  in  one  common  fiite,  ifthmt  aet  be  vaBiL" 

"Georgia  waa  a  party  to  ^s  transaction ;  and  fiir 
a  party  to  pronounce  its  own  deed  invtlid,  muat  be  a 
mere  aet  of  power,  not  to  be  vm^^eated  in  eourU  ef 
fueHee.** 

•«If  a  suit  be  bioaght  to  aet  aaide  a  eonveyBvee  ob- 
tained by  fraud,  and  the  fraud  be  claaiiy  proved,  the 
eonv^ance  will  be  set  aside  ea  between  the  paxtiss; 
but  the  right  of  third  peasona,  who  an  poirlaiw 
wiihomt  notice,  for  a  valnable  oonaideratien,  cannot  be 
dwregarded.  Titles  that,  acoording  to  evciy  legal  test, 
an  peilect,  are  acquired  with  confidence  that  th^  aia 
safe.  He  who  pays  his  money  for  a  title  good  at  law 
is  innocent,  and,  whatever  may  be  the  guilt  (^othen% 
equity  will  not  subject  him  to  the  penalty  of  that 
gmlt" 

"  Had  a  bill  in  chaneery  been  filed  against  the  pnr- 
chaaers  for  their  fraudulent  practlcea  with  the  Legula> 
ture,  whatever  might  have  been  its  decision  as  to  the 
original  grantees,  oy  the  eleareit  primdpkM  of  equity, 
vroald  have  left  unmolested  purcnaeers  vrithoot  notiQa 
finr  a  valuable  coneideration.'' 

"  When  a  law  ia  in  ita  natvra  a  eontiacC  wheieiiy 
abooiute  rigfata  have  wetted  under  that  eonlrao^  a  «•' 
peel  of  the  law  eamwi  dioeet  theee  rigkta.*' 

<*  The  eonlract  between  Oeergia  and  the 
waa  ezecttlad  by  the  gtant." 

*<  By  the  Cotiatitnlion  no  8toto  can  paaa  any 
impairing  the  obligatioB  of  ce&tiaols." 

I  will  add  thatj  by  th«  lb«rth  aakle,  £nt 
tion  of  the  Constitution,  It  is  provided  '*  that  Ml 

*  &ith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  State  lo 
^  the  public  atfta,  records,  nnd  judicial  pmeced* 

*  ings  of  everv  other  State." 

In  the  scales  of  evidence  a  atatuie  is  a  reootd 
of  the  first  class,  and  the  grant  of  the  Govenaor 
under  that  act  of  such  authority,  that  no  lawyer, 
in  examining  the  title,  under  the  statute  of  C^ar* 
gia  and  the  grant  in  pursuance  of  it,  could  hata 
hesitated  to  have  declared  the  title  good.  He 
would  have  repelled  the  unheard  of  principle, 
that  the  act  of  a  sovereign  power  could  haire  beta 
set  aside  by  a  subordinate  court  of  chaaceiy— 
sovereignty  cannot  be  subordinate. 

And  yet  the  rights  of  these  innocent  purcha- 
sers without  notice,  whose  innocence  is  dedased 
by  the  report  of  your  omi  Coanaisaioners,  coa- 
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firmed  by  the  deeition  of  the  Supreme  Couf  t, 
and  by  the  report  of  the  committee  now  on  your 
table,  are  to  be  destroyed  by  the  typographical 
clamors  of  the  knighU  of  the  sheepskin,  who  have 
ascended  the  whirlwind  to  direct  the  storm  with- 
OQt  a  compass — the  truth;  anc).. shall  gentienieQ 
be  deterred  from  an  examination  of  the  merits  of 
the  case,  and  a  decision  of  it  npon  the  evidence, 
by  these  senseless  denanciators?    No,  sir,  I  have 
met  that  whirlwind,  and  will  assuage  that  storm 
by  the  honest  history  of  this  cas^  which  is  now 
sahmitted  to  you,  and  which  will  defeat  their 
fidicttlous  machinations.    But,  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  we  hare  been  told  on  this  floor  that  pos- 
terity will  identify  this  thirteenth  Congress  with 
the  corrupt  Legislature  of  Georgia  of  1795.    I 
hope  the  honest  historian  who  shall  record  the 
case,  will  note  particularly,  that  when  the  Com- 
missioners made  the  convention  and  Congress 
ratified  it,  and  passed  the  act  of  3d  March,  1803, 
to  carry  that  convention  into  effect,  it  was  not 
known  where  the  claimants  lived,  and  that  since 
it  has  been  known  that  they  resided  in  New  Eng- 
land, that  it  has  been  made  a  geographical  and  a 
party  question,  as  will  appear  by  an  examination 
of  the  votes  in  the  case,  there  being  but  one  vote 
against  it  to  the  east  of  New  Jersey.    I  regret, 
sir,  to  see  geographical  and  party  principles  so 
much  incorporated  into  our  legislative  proceed- 
ings, and  I  wish  I  could  say  that  they  were  con- 
fined to  the  Legislature  alone;  but  I  fear  that  is 
not  the  case.    Had  these  claimants  have  resided 
in  the   Southern  and  Western  sections  of  the 
Union,  I  cannot  be  brought  to  believe  that  they 
would  not  have  had  more  friends  in  that  quarter. 
Notwithstanding,  I  trust  there  will  be  a  majority 
of  this  House,  who,  on  a  candid  examination  of 
it,  will  put  to  sleep  a  subject  which  has  so  long 
disturbed  the  public  repose ;  and  that  when  they 
recollect  that  even  Georgia,  in  a  paroxysm  of 
just  indignation,  paid  back  to  the  original  purcha- 
sers— covered,  as  they  declared,  with  turpitude — 
their  purchase  money,  this  Congress  will  not  only 
feel  itself  justified,  but  bound  to  pay  back  to  these 
purchasers,  declared  innocent  by  your  own  Com- 
missioners, by  your  Supreme  Court,  and  by  a 
committee  or  this  House,  that  sum  of  money 
which,  In  1803,  your  own  Commissioners — one  of 
whom  is  now  Chief  Magistrate — then  declared 
was  barely  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  and  that 
the  sum  proposed  by  this  bill,  without  interest, 
for  twelve  years,  will  not  now  be  denied  to  these 
patient  supplicants. 

Mr.  Irving,  of  New  York,  assigned,  in  a  neat 
speech  of  moderate  length,'  the  reasons  which 
would  influence  him  to  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill. 
He  expressed  his  utter  detestation  of  the  fraud 
in  which  the  purchase  originated ;  but  the  titles 
of  the  present  claimants  had  received  such  a  legal 
sanction,  that  they  were  entitled  to  some  atten- 
tion. We  are  often  under  the  necessitv,  in  this 
world,  of  being  governed  by  policy ;  of  making 
a  surrender  of  a  small  portion  of  our  rights,  that 
we  may  enjoy  in  comfort  the  whole  of  the  re- 
mainder ;  of  making  friends  with  the  very  mam- 
moo  of  unrighteousness.  On  that  score  should 
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he  vote  for  this  bill.  Mr.  I.  adduced  a  number 
of  considerations  which,  in  his  view,  concurred 
to  render  the  passage  of  the  bill  expedient; 
among  which  was  the  operation  of  time  in  con- 
firming the  titles  of  the  present  claimants,  soft- 
ening down  the  circumstances  of  the  fraud,  and 
the  claimants  becoming,  by  transfer  or  descent  of 
the  claims,  more  and  more  innocent,  more  and 
more  entitled  to  relief.  He  relied  also  on  the  ar- 
ticles of  ai^reement  between  the  United  States 
and  Georgia,  reserving  five  millions  of  acres  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  the  disputed  claims  to  this 
land,  which  was  reserved  with  no  other  view, 
however  it  might  from  a  just  pride  have  been 
disguised  by  the  Sute  of  Georgia,  than  that  of 
setQing  this'claim.  He  added  also,  that  it  was 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  quiet  these 
claims  in  order  that  the  fine  country  which  they 
covered  might  be  settled,  dko,  From  these  and  a 
variety  of  other  considerations  which  he  urgfed, 
he  was  induced  to  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH,  of  Georgia,  took  a  variety  of 
views  of  this  bill,  to  the  passage  of  which  he  was 
opposed  on  several  grounds  which  he  stated,  the 
principal  of  which  was,  that  Consress  had  not, 
by  their  act  setting  apart  five  millions  of  acres 
for  the  settlement  of  claims  to  the  land  ceded  by 
the  territory  of  Georgia,  complied  with  that  ^ar- 
ticle of  the  compact  which  required  the  settle- 
ment of  such  claims  to  take  place  within  one 
year  after  the  passage  of  the  law.  His  other  obn 
jections  were  to  the  detail  of  the  bill,  and  prin* 
cipally  to  the  section  which  declares  all  claims 
which  shall  not  be  settled  under  this  act  to  be 
void,  d^c,  a  course  which  he  said  the  Govern- 
ment had  no  right  to  pursue. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  replied  pretty  much 
at  length  to  Mr.  FoRavTH's  observations,  which 
he  deemed  invalid ;  and  defended  the  details  of 
the  bill  with  much  zeal.  He  controverted  Mr. 
F.'s  construction  of  the  articles  of  compact,  which 
he  said  was  contradicted  also  by  the  report  of  the 
commissioners,  recommending  a  compromise  of 
the  claims  long  after  the  expiration  of  the  year 
succeeding  the  signature  of  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment, dbc. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  briefly  rejoined. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  bill — ^ayes  76,  nays  44. 

The  bill  being  before  the  House,  Mr.  Hall,  of 
Georgia,  moved  to  strike  out  the  fifth  section  of 
the  bill,  and  to  insert  the  following : 

And  be  it  further  enaeiedf  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  the  balance  of  the  five  hundred 
thousand  doUars,  deposited  by  the  original  grantees  as 
the  consideration  for  the  purchase  of  said  lands,  and 
which  has  not  been  withdrawn  by  the  said  grantees, 
their  agent  or  agents,  or  persons  claiming  under  them, 
(or  eipended  in  the  hire  of  guards  over  the  same,) 
shall  be  set  over  and  paid,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, in  part  payment  of  one  million  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  ar- 
ticles of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Georgia. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Oakley, 
chiefly  OD  account  of  the  delay  which  such  or 
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any  amendment  retunied  to  the  Senate  might 
create  in  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  and  was  nega- 
tived— ayes  38. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  then  moved  to  strike  oat  the  4th 
section  of  the  bill,  which  makes  the  stock  created 
by  this  bill  receivable  in  pajrment  for  public  lands 
hereafter  sold  in  the  Mississippi  Territory ;  which 
provision  he  considered  inexpedient  and  repug- 
nant to  another  part  of  the  bill,  which  provides 
for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  due  to  Geor- 
gia previously  to  the  redemption  of  these  certifi- 
cates] inasmuch  as  that  provision  would  be  thus 
completely  evaded. 

Mr.  Oaklet  objected  to  the  motion,  which  he 
said  would  defeat  the  compromise  proposed,  if  it 
did  not  defeat  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The  bill 
already  proposed  to  pay  the  claimants  a  less  sum 
than  tne  princi]}al  and  interest  thereon  that  they 
had  actually  paid ;  and  these  certificates,  which 
constituted  the  payment,  not  bearing  interest, 
would  lose  much  of  their  value  if  the  proposed 
amendment  prevailed;  because,  although  there 
might  be  sufficient  money  to  compensate  the 
elaim  of  Georgia  in  the  Treasury  or  in  the  hands 
of  the  receivers,  it  might  be  some  years  before 
sufficient  other  moneys  accrued  to  the  Treasury 
to  redeem  the  certificates. 

After  some  further  discussion,  the  question  on 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mjt.  Forsttb,  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays — for  the  amendment 
62,  against  it  90,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bsrd, 
Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Cuth- 
bert,  Desha,  Davall,  Eppes,  ETan%  Farrow,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Ghobon,  Gnffin,  Orundy,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hawes,  Hungerford,lDgerM>ll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentudky,  Kennedy,  Keir, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefierts,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy, 
McKim,  Moore,  Mnrfive,  Nelson,  Newton,  Piper,  Plea- 
aants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Roane,  8age,  Sejbeit, 
Sharp,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Telftir,  Troops 
Udrae,  WhitehiU,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats — Messrs.  Avery,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breekenridge, 
Brigham,  Butler,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Comstock, 
Cooper,  Cox;  Creighton,  Culpeper,  DavenMrt,  Davis 
of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylrania,  Ely,  Find- 
ley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fiak  of  New-Yoik,  Fomey, 
Gaston,  Geddes,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck, 
Howell,  Httlty,  Inring,  Jackson  of  lUiode  Island,  Jack- 
aon  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kershaw,  King  of  Massachusetts,  I^aw,  Lewis, 
LoTett,  Lowndes,  Morkell,  McLean,  Miller,  Moffitt, 
Montgomexy,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Psricer,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Pickens,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Rich,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Robertson, 
Ruggles,  Sherwood,  Sbipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New 
Hamjpehire,  Smith  of  N.  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stock- 
ton, Dturges,  Taggsrt,  Tallmadge,  Tsylor,  Thompton, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  WiUiams,  Wil- 
son of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wood,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

So  the  amendment  was  negatived. 
Mr.  Telfair,  of  Georgia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  section  which  the  £U>uae  had  refnaed  to  strike 


oat,  by  adding  thereto  thefoUowittg  proviao,  whiek 
he  supported  by  appropriate  remarks : 

Provided,  abo,  That  ^  certifieatea  thna  rcesivad 
in  payment  shall  so  far  be  considered  caaht  as  to  be 
obligatory  upon  the  United  States  to  pay  over  a  Jiha 
sum  oat  of  the  psQceeds  of  the  first  salaa  of  land,  ae- 
cordittg  to  the  understanding  of  the  deed  of  cmmm  ot 
the  State  of  Georgia. 

Mr,  Oaklbt  oppoaed  the  motion,  beeaose  he 
conceived  it  onnecessarv,  as  the  rigiits  of  Geor- 
gia were,  as  he  believed,  abnadantly  aecored  by 
the  biU. 

The  question  was  taken  on  aaid  nmeadracot, 
and  negatived. 

The  usual  hour  of  adjournment  ha viag arrived, 
a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  before  ordering 
the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  on  which  the  role 
was :  for  adjournment  68,  against  it  63. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  then  mowed 
an  amendment  to  the  first  section  of  the  hiUf  oo- 
der  the  impression  that  the  decision  of  the  com- 
misaioners  to  be  appointed  ought  to  be  final  as  to 
the  claims  of  all  companiaa  or  indivldiiab  wIm> 
hold  claims  to  the  aaia  land. 

The  object  of  the  amendment  was  to  aecnto 
the  United  States  against  fatare  elaima  of  all 
persons  againat  whom  the  Board  of  Commia* 
aioners  appointed  by  this  bill  shall  decide;  that 
is,  to  make  the  provisions  of  the  bill  completely 
final  aa  to  all  conflicting  claimants,  that  piirehaa* 
era  of  the  United  States  might  not  be  narasMd 
by  suits  from  disappointed  claimants. 

Discussion  arising  on  this  motion,  the  House 
adjourned. 


ToESOAT,  March  22. 

Mr.  RoBBSTsoN,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Public  Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  k- 

fort  on  the  petition  of  a  religions  aasociation  in 
llinois,  praying  for  a  grant  of  land,  to  whieli 
they  have  no  title,  on  which  they  have  bailta 
church.  The  House  having  refused  to  Isf  tlie 
report  on  the  table,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Hall,  of 
Georgia ;  it  was  takea  up  and  ooncurred  ia. 

Mr.  Inobbsoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Ja* 
diciary  Committee,  who  had  been  inatracted  to 
inquire  into4he  expediency  of  raising  the  salary 
of  the  district  jndse  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  re- 
port on  the  same,  declaring  in  sabatanee  that  how- 
ever expedient  it  might  be  to  raiae  the  aalariea  of 
judges  of  the  courts  generally,  thia  was  not  the 
moment  when  such  a  step  woald  be  ezpedieat.— 
The  report  was  concurred  in. 

A  verbal  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill  was  taken  up  and  agred  to. 

NATIONAL  ARMORIEa 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  some  and  its 
disagreement  to  other  amendmente  of  this  House, 
to  the  bill  for  the  better  organizing  and  supplying 
the  Army,  were  taken  up  and  discuaaed. 

The  amendments  were  of  various  importance. 
That  which  gave  rise  to  the  most  discussion  want 
to  strike  out  a  section  (inserted  in  the  bill  by  this 
House)  which  authorized  the  appointment  of  a 
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SttperinteDdeot  of  Armories,  with  aiMlary  of  six- 

teeo  haadred  dollars, 
it  was  wished  by  Mr.  Tboup,  of  Georgia,  (the 

Chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  of  this 

House,)  that  the  House  insist  on  this  provision, 
which  he  deemed  necessary  to  the  prosperity  and 
well,  conducting  of  the  armories  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  proper  manufacture  and  uni- 
formity of  quality  of  arms  for  the  public  service. 
It  was  contended  by  Mr.  Tajllmaoob,  of  Connec- 
ticut, Mr.  £ly,  and  Mr.  PiCKKftiM o,  of  Massachu- 
setts, that  the  proposed  officer  would  be  of  very 
little  service  to  the  armories,  and  obviously  could 
not  perform  adequately  the  duty  of  personally 
superintending  three  armories,  one  in  Massachu- 
setts, one  in  Virginia,  and  one  in  South  Carolina. 
Mr.  TnoiTP  read  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  also  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  of 
Purchases,  stating  the  irregularity  in  the.  manu- 
Pictures  of  the  public  arms,  and  the  abuses  in  the 
establishments  of  the  armories ;  pointing  out  the 
necessity  of  a  remedv,  and  indicating  that  which 
ia  profKwed  by  the  bill,  in  the  event  of  the  adop- 
lion  of  which  it  is  proposed  to  discharge  the  sub- 
ordinate  superintendents  now  employed. 

Mr.  WfiBBTaa,  of  New  Hampshire,  took  occa- 
sioQ,  on  Mr.  Teoup'b  reading  this  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  object  to  the  course  of  le- 
gislation lately  pursued,  of  adopting  measures  at 
the  recommendation  of  the  Heads  of  Departments, 
addressed  not  to  the  House  but  to  committees  of 
the  House,  and  which  were  frequently  not  laid 
.before  the  House.  He  wished  to  see  all  such 
papers  put  on  record,  that  it  might  be  known  at 
whose  recommendation  particular  measures  were 
adopted  by  Congiress. 

Mr.  Troup  replied,  that  the  letter  was  now  in 
possession  of  the  House,  and  might  be  disposed 
of  as  it  thought  prqper. 

The  question  on  this  House  insisting  on  its 
amendment  (to  insert  the  section  above  men- 
tioaed)  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  recede  from  the  said  amend- 
ment, after  further  debate,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative.  For  receding,  82 ;  the  nays  were  not 
cofiuited. 

The  other  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 


with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  providing  that 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  the  Attorney  Qeneral  of  the  United 
States^  for  the  time  being,  be  a  board  of  commis- 
sioners to  receive  evidence  and  report  to  this 
House  on  the  following  partieulars,  to  wit : 

1.  The  precise  amount  of  actual  paymenti  made  by- 
each  and  eveiT  purchaser  and  parehasers,  witboni  no- 
Ciee  of  the  onghial  fraud,  under  a  grant  made  by  the 
Legklatore  of  Georgia  to  certain  persons  styled  tiie 
South  Carolina  Company,  the  Georgia  Company,  the 
Upper  Mianssippi  Company,  the  Tennessee  Company, 
and  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  by  virtue  or 
color  of  any  act  or  acts,  pretended  act  or  acts,  of  the 
State  of  Georgia. 

2.  The  names,  ages,  and  titles,  whether  origins], 
derivative,  in  trust,  or  otherwise,  of  all  such  claimants, 

8.  The  powers  and  authorities  of  all  such  claimants 
to  make  settiements  with  the  United  States  for  their 
said  dauns :  Provided,  aiways.  That  each  and  every 
claimant  shall  accompany  his  claim  with  an  account, 
under  oath  or  affirmation,  of  the  amount  of  the  money 
or  other  consideration  actually  paid  by  him,  together 
with  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that  he,  or  she,  or  they, 
as  the  ease  may  be,  had  no  notice,  knowledge,  or 
infonaatioQ,  of  tiM  original  fraud ;  the  forms  of  which 
oaths  or  affirmations  shall  be  pmcribed  by  the  said 
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The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants 
to  land  in  the  Missisaippi  Territory. 
*  Mr.  Qastom'b  amencfment  was  still  nnder  con- 
sideration, which  amendment  proposes  to  strike 
oat  from  the  end  of  the  first  section  (providioff 
ibr  the  release  of  all  their  title  by  the  outimaots) 
ll^e  following  words:  *'such  remse,  assignmeut, 
transfer,  and  power,  to  take  ^ect  on  the  indemni- 
fieatioa  of  such  claimants  being  made  conformably 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act." 

After  objections  by  Mr.  Oaklbt,  of  New  York, 
end  Mr.  WnionT,  of  Maryland,  and  remarks  in 
reply  by  Mr.  Gaston,  the  motion  was  negatived 
by  a  small  majority. 

Mr.  iNOBRaoLL,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  moved 
that  the  hill  be  recommitted  to  a  select  committee, 


Mr.  iNGBaaoLL,  in  support  of  this  motion,  de* 
livered  his  opinion  on  the  subject  very  much  at 
iargi^  premising  that  three  weeks  a^  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  had 
fe/med  no  opiaion,  and  in  examining  it  had  com* 
meneed  entirely  de  novo,  and  therefore  withont 
prejudioe  or  bias  in  any  way.  Mr.  I.  spoke  con- 
siderably more  than  an  hour  against  the  present 
bill. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  in  faror 
of  recommitmefit ;  and  Mr.  Fibk,  of  Vermont, 
against  iu 

The  question  on  recommitment  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  53  voting  in  the  affirmative.  A 
motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn  and  negatived. 

Mr.  FoESTTB,  of  Gkorgia,  then  moved  to  strike 
out  of  the  third  section  the  proviso,  which  ex- 
cludes from  all  benefit  under  this  act  all  per*^ 
sons  who  had  fraudulently  withdrawn  money 
from  the  treasury  of  Gkorgia,  and  provides  that 
all  claims  of  soeh  persons  recorded  in  the  office 
of  the  Department  of  State  shall  be  vested  in  the 
United  Sutes.  He  contended  that  such  a  pro- 
vision would  have  an  €xpo9tfaeio  operation,  and 
went  to  annex  a  penalty  to  certain  immoral  con* 
duct,  which  was  not  punishable  by  any  known 
law  at  the  time  of  its  commitment.  The  obvious 
tendency  of  the  provision  would  be  to  defeat  the 
avowed  object  of  the  bill,  because  the  claims  of 
persons  of  this  description  were  as  valid  as  any 
other  of  the  claims,  because  all  were  equally  frau- 

dttleBL 

Mr.  Oaklby  objected  to  the  motion ;  and  Mr. 
F0R8TTH  replied. 

Mr.  Gbolbon,  of  Virginia,  also  supported  the 
motion ;  and  Mr.  Jackson  of  Virginia,  opposed  it. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Qeorgia,  moved  to  amend  the  4th 
section  of  the  hill,  whioh  makes  the  said  certifi* 
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oates  of  stock  reeeiymble  in  payment  for  pnUie 
lands  sold  in  the  Mississippi  Territoiy,  by  ineor- 
porating  in  it  words  to  the  following  eflfect :  ^ after 
^  payment  of  the  debt  due  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
'  gia  by  the  United  States,  under  the  article  of 
*  agreement  and  cession,  entered  into  on  the  4th  of 
'  April  1802." 

After  some  observations  by  Mr.  Newton,  on 
the  yital  importance  of  the  bill,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  doe  deliberation  on  its  various  and  in- 
tricate provisions,  on  his  motion,  carried  by  a 
small  majority,  the  House  adjourned. 


Wbdnebdat,  March  23. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing that  they  insist  on  their  disagreement 
to  the  16tb  amendment  of  this  House,  to  the  bill 
for  the  better  supply  of  the  Army,  &c.,  and  that 
they  ask  a  conference. 

YAZOO  CLAIM8. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  being  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants  to 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  Hall's  amendment  still  under  considera- 
tion, for  securing  to  Gkorgia  the  first  moneys 
arising  from  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  question, 
until  the  debt  due  to  her  by  the  United  States 
should  be  satisfied. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Oaklbt, 
of  New  York,  as  unnecessary,  and  supported  by 
Messrs.  HalL,  Alston  of  North  Carolma,  Tel- 
pair  of  Georgia,  and  Barnbtt  of  (Georgia. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  iodefinitely,  and 
in  support  of  this  motion  entered  ^t  large  into  the 
subject,  in  which  he  displayed  that  vehemence 
and  zeal  which  usually  characterizes  his  observa- 
tions on  this  question.  He  examined  and  dis- 
sected the  report  of  the  committee  of  this  House 
on  the  subject,  which  he  said  contained  not  a  tit- 
tle of  evidence,  not  a  particle  of  information ; 
which,  taking  into  view  the  ability  of  the  com- 
mittee who  made  it,  he  considered  as  evidence 
conclusive  of  the  badness  of  their  cause.  He  also 
examined  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
spoke  against  the  decision,  and  the  speculators  in 
whose  lavor  it  was  made,  until  be  appeared  to  be 
exhausted  by  the  effort  of  speaking.  He  spoke 
about  an  hour. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  first  heard  of  the  transac- 
tion and  the  claims — the  subject  of  the  bill  under 
consideration— which  happened  many  years  ago-— 
impressed  with  a  belief  that  it  was  a  wicked  and 
corrupt  fraud  in  the  original  purchasers,  and  that 
the  second  purchasers  in  Massachusetto,  the  pres- 
ent claimants,  were  knowing  to  the  fraud  before 
they  became  purchasers,  I  £lt  strong  prejudices 
against  all  |)arttes  concerned  in  the  same. 

When  this  bill  came  from  the  Senate  to  this 
House,  the  other  day.  I  undertook  to  prepare  my- 
aelf  to  vote  on  the  subject.   To  do  so,  I  attempted 


to  drive  from  my  mind  those  prejudices  thus  im- 
bibed ;  in  this  I  have  been  unsuecessf ul ;  1  find 
the  nearer  i  come  in  contact  with  it,  the  more 
violent  is  the  influence  of  my  first  impressions. 
But,  under  this  embarrassment,  I  have  the  com- 
fort to  know  that  this  enlightened  body  will  at- 
tend to  my  remarks,  and  will  not  be  influence  by 
my  impressions. 

In  addressing  you  on  the  merits  of  the  btti, 
there  is  another  difficulty  in  my  way.  Ever  since 
this  subject  has  been  called  up,  honorable  meoH 
bers  have  stated  that  we  ought  to  pass  the  bill,  as 
the  title  of  the  claimants  to  the  land  has  received 
the  sanction  of  the  Supreme  Court  by  a  solemn 
decision.  I  will  remove  this  formidable  barrier 
before  I  call  your  attention  to  the  merits  of  the 
bill.  To  do  this,  does  not  require  abilities,  nor 
much  labor.  The  case  referred  to  i9  reported  by 
Cranch,  in  his  6th  vol.,  p.  87.  I  have  read  the 
case  with  attention,  and  I  accord  with  the  court 
in  the  opinion  delivered  in  that  case.  But  I  deny 
that  the  court  gave  any  decision  on  the  great 
question  before  this  House.  The  case  beibre  the 
court  was  a  feigned  issue  made  up  between 
Fletcher  and  Peck,  wi(h  the  aid  of  their  coonseli 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  judgment  of  the 
court  against  Fletcher,  the  plaintiff.  If  the  plaiiH 
tiff  had  have  gained  the  action,  the  fifty  millions 
of  acres  of  land  would  have  been  lost.  Notwith- 
standing the  great  zeal  of  plaintiffs  to  gain  their 
suits,  they  oftentimes  are  disappoint^;  but  I 
never  did  hear  of  one  who  wished  to  lose  his  suit, 
but  what  he  was  by  some  means  accommodated. 
I  never  did  see  a  judge  who  had  talenu  and  in- 
genuity enough  to  overrule  and  defeat  both  par- 
ties and  their  attorneys,  and  award  judgment  to 
the  plaintiff,  contrary  to  their  united  efforts.  I 
am  a  stranger  to  the  rule  that  authorized  Messrs. 
Fletcher  and  Peck  to  make  up  a  feigned  issue  for 
the  court  to  try.  I  know  that  the  courts 
the  power  of  ordering  issues  to  be  made  up. 

Any  honorable  gentleman  that  will  give 
self  the  trouble  to  look  into  this  case,  mast  see 
that  the  deed  from  the  defendant  to  the  plaincill^ 
which  contains  the  covenant,  the  ground  of  the 
action,  was  a  feigned  deed  to  enable  them  to  mnke 
up  the  issue.  The  novelty  of  a  covenant  con- 
tained in  the  deed  is  worth  seeing;  nothing  like 
it  has  ever  appeared  to  us  before.    The  special 

eeadings  do  display  much  ingenuity,  well  calcu- 
ted  to  obtain  a  judgment  against  the  plaintiff^ 
and  to  keep  the  important  question  out  of  view, 
or  rather  out  of  danger ;  for  the  court  did  see  It, 
bnt  very  properly  observed  that  the  pleadings  did 
not  bring  it  before  them.  To  prove  this,  will  yon 
indulge  me  while  I  read  to  you  that  part  of  the 
opinion  of  the  court  ?  HereMr.  F.  read — '*What- 

*  ever  difficulties  this  subject  might  present  when 
^  viewed  under  aspects  of  which  it  may  be  sns- 
'  ceptible,  this  court  can  perceive  none  in  the  par- 
'  tioular  pleadings  now  under  consideration.  This 
^  is  not  a  bill  brought  by  the  State  of  Georgia  to 
'  annul  the  contract,  nor  does  it  appear  to  Che 

*  court,  b^  this  count,  that  the  State  of  Gkorgia  is 
'  dissatisfied  with  the  sale  that  has  been  maite." 

I  must  further  trespass  on  the  time  of  theHoosa 


1897 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


18»8 


Mascb,  1814. 


^axoo  Clbnim. 


H.orR. 


in  ctlltD^  your  attention  to  m  stacement  of  tlie 
CMe  before  yon,  by  wJiieli  yon  will  see  that  it  was 
not  before  the  court.  On  the  7th  of  Jaaoarjr, 
1795,  the  Legislature  of- the  State  of  Qeorgia 
passed  an  act,  by  which  they  sold  to  four  compa- 
nies fifty  million  acres  of  land  for  9500,000  \  one 
of  these  companies,  called  the  Georgia  Mississippi 
Company,  on  the  —  day  of  January,  1796,  sold 
their  part  of  the  land  to  a  company  in  Massachu- 
setts, called  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land 
Company.  On  the  13th  February,  1796,  the  Le- 
gislature of  the,  State  of  Georgia  repealed  the  act, 
making  a  provision  to  refund  to  the  purchasers 
any  money  that  thejr  had  paid  for  the  land. 
$310,695  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  treasury 
of  the  said  State  under  this  law. 

The  memorialists  state,  and  so  the  fact  is,  that 
before  the  law  was  repealed  they  became  pur- 
chasers; therefore,  their  purchase  ought  not  to 
be  affected  by  the  repealing  act.  This  is  a  cor- 
rect position.  The.  repealing  law  affords  me  no 
aid  in  making  up  the  opinion  that  will  govern  my 
vote.  If  the  first  act  was  lawful,  no  subsequent 
act  could  rescind  or  impair  contracts  made  under 
it.  If  the  first  act  was  void,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  obtained  by  fraud,  the  repealing  act  was 
nugatory.  But,  notwithstanding  the  repealing  act 
was  not  necessary,  the  honest  and  honorable  in- 
tention of  the  Legislature  who  passed  it  was 
shown  by  the  provision  made  to  refund  to  the 
purchasers  what  they  bad  paid.  I  lay  down  this 
principle,  that  a  erant,  or  deed,  obtained  by  fraud, 
18  void.  The  volume  that  hes  before  me,  which 
contains  the  proof  taken  by  your  commissioners 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  shows  that  every 
member,  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  who 
voted  for  the  passage  of  the  bill  (with  only  one 
exception)  by  which  the  land  was  sold,  was 
wickedly  corrupted  and  bribed  for  that  express 
purpose,  and  therefore  void  on  the  principle  laid 
down. 

I  do  agree  with  the  memorialists,  that  a  party 
executing  a  fraudulent  deed,  cannot  take  an  ad- 
vantage of  his  own  turpitude  to  set  aside  his  deed. 
But  I  state,  that  a  third  party  who  is  injured  can 
set  it  aside.  In  this  case,  who  are  the  persons 
defrauded?  Surely,  not  the  members  who  re- 
ceived the  amount  in  money  for  their. votes; 
agreeablv  to  contract,  they  cannot  complain.  The 
land  solu  belonged  to  the  people  of  that  State. 
The  members  were  their  agents,  or  representa- 
tives. Their  powers  extended  to  make  any  laws 
for  the  benefit  of  .those  whom  they[  represented ; 
and  the  moment  that  they  combined  with  the 
corrupters  to  defraud  their  constituents,  they  that 
moment  ceased  to  be  the  agents  of  the  people  of 
Georgia^  and  became  the  corrupted  representa- 
tives of  the  corrupters,  who  were  hostile-  to  the 
interest  of  the  citizens  of  that  State.  This  is  a 
view  of  the  case,  that  the  court  states  that  the 
pleadings  did  not  bring  before  them  \  and  this  is 
the  fact  that  the  special  pleaders  took  so  much 
pains  to  keep  behind  the  curtain. 
.  It  is  stated  by  the  memorialists,  and  so  con- 
tended by  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  advocate 
their  eUim,  that  however  fraudnleot  the  Moflae** 


tion  between  the  Le^lature  and  the  ^anteea 
might  have  been,  that  it  cannot  affect  their  claim, 
who  are  innocent  purchasers,  for  valuable  con* 
sideration,  without  notice  of  the  fraud  practised. 
Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  claimants  have  made  out  such 
a  case^  you  ought  to  relieve  them  by  indemnifying^ 
them  in  what  they  have  paid.  Let  us  attend  to 
the  facts  which  accompanied  the  transaction,  and 
see  if  it  is  probable,  nay  possible,  that  they  could 
have  made  the  purchase  without  sufficient  notice 
to  have  prevented  prudent  men  from  engaging  in 
the  speculation.  At  the  time,  and  for  several 
months  after  the  passage  of  the  law  in  the  State 
of  Georgia,  which  authorized  the  selling  of  the 
land,  the  people  of  that  State  were  much  i&« 
flamed ;  meetmgs  of  the  people  over  the  State 
were  called  to  express  their  disapprobation  at  the 
illegal  conduct  of  their  perjured,  wicked,  and  de> 
based  Legislature;  one  of  their  Senators,  by  the 
name  of  Thomas,  murdered,  on  account  of  his 
being  engaged  in  the  infamous  fraud ;  the  papers 
from  the  State  of  G(eorgia  to  Boston  teemed  with 
that  base,  infamous  transaction.  The  fifteenth  day 
of  February,  President  Washinqton  sent  to  Con* 
ffress  a  Message  in  these  words :  "  I  have  received 
^copies  of  two  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia. 
^  one  passed  on  the  28th  day  of  Decemba-,  ana 
^  the  other  on  the  7th  day  of  January  last,  for  ap- 

*  propriating  and  selling  the  Indian  lands  within 
^  the  territorial  limits  claimed  by  that  State, 
'  These  acts  embrace  an  object  of  such  magnitade. 
'  and  their  consequences  may  so  deeply  affect  the 
'  peace  and  welfare  of  the  United  States,  that  I 
'  have  thought  it  necessary  now  to  lay  them  be- 
'  fore  Congress.''  This  message  being  of  a  public 
nature,  I  presume  it  was  run  through  all  the  pa- 
pers  published  in  this  Government ;  and  this  hap- 
penea  about  eleven  months  before  the  claimants 
purchased.  / 

It  is  also  proper  to  state,  that  all  the  deeds  given 
by  the  companies,  which  have  been  exhibited  to 
the  commissioners,  as  well  as  all  the  subsequent 
deeds,  with  only  two  or  three  exceptions,  not  only 
give  a  special  instead  of  a  general  warrantee,  but 
have  also  a  special  covenant  in  the  following' 
words:  ^And,  lastly,  it  is  covenanted,  and  ex- 
'  pressly  agreed  and  understood,  by  and  between 
^  the  parties  to  these  presents,  that  neither  the 
'  grantors  aforesaid,  nor  their  heirs,  executors,  or 
^  administrators,  shall  be  held  to  any  further  or 
'  other  warrantee  than  is  hereinbefore  expressed, 
'  nor  liable  to  refunding  of  any  money,  in  conse- 

<  quence  of  any  defect  in  their  title,  from  the  State 
'  of  Georgia,  if  any  such  there  should  hereafter 

<  appear  to  be."  I  will  conclude  this  head  with 
reading  to  you  a  few  lines  from  the  claimants' 
memorial  that  lies  before  you.  Here  Mr.  F.  read 
as  follows:  ^'It  may  with  truth  be  affirmed,  that 

*  the  purchasers  in  Massachusetts,  speaking  of 
'  them  generally,  had  never  heard  that  any  objec- 
'  tions  had  been  made  to  the  grants;  but  eonsid- 

*  ered  them  as  the  indisputable  acts  of  the  supreme 

<  power  of  Georgia.    It  is  believed  that  not  one 

<  of  them. had  heard  enough  to  excite  alarm  in 

I*  any  reasonable  mind."  I  will  only  remark  that, 
with  the  strength  of  this  evidence,  I  am  author- 
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igeed  to  say  that  it  is  impeisible  that  the  cfaim* 
ants  could  have  purchased,  without  some  notice 
of  the  fraud  practised  in  the  ori^nal  transaction ; 
they  acknowledge  some  notice  themselves. 

It  has-  also  been  said,  that  the  Goreroment  is 
pledged  to  remunerate  the  claimants.  If  that  is 
a  fact,  I  request  that  some  honorable  member 
would  be  kind  enough  to  show  me  the  law  where- 
in the  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged.  I  will  not 
examine  into  the  policy  of  the  law :  whatever 
you  may  have  promised  to  do  shall  be  faithfully 

Sirformed,  as  far  as  my  vote  can  accomplish  it. 
ttt,  I  have  in  vain  looked  for  any  act  pledging 
your  Gk>vernmettt,  and  I  defy  gentlemen  to  point 
It  out  to  me.  Neither  the  compact  with  Georgia 
Bor  the  subsequent  acts  of  Congress  contain  any 
such  a  clause* 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia  sold 
the  land  in  question  to  the  grantees  for  $500,000. 
After  that  State  repealed  the  act  under  which  the 
land  was  sold,  the  State  refunded  to  the  purchas- 
ers $810,695  15.  The  United  States  shortly  af- 
terwards purchased  the  same  land  for  $1,250,000, 
and  by  this  bill  you  propose  to  the  claimants 
$5,000,000,  to  purchase  from  them  their  claim ! 
How  or  by  what  rule  will  posterity  be  able  to  un- 
derstand this  method  of  legislating  ?  How  will 
the  historian  record  this  transaction  when  we  are 
fone  ?  I  presume,  somehow  in  this  manner :  after 
stating  that  King  Charles  the  Second  by  charter 
created  the  colony  of  Carolina, and  that  the  same 
was  divided }  that  this  50,000,000  of  acres  in  part 
fonnded  the  new  colony  called  Georgia ;  that  a 
companv  called  the  Yazoo  Company,  in  the  Wia- 
Ut  of  the  year  1705,  bribed  the  LMrislatnre  of 
Georgia  to  pass  a  law  to  sell  this  50,000,000  acres 
to  them  for  $500,000,  and  that  the  thirteenth  Con- 
gress purchased  the  same  from  the  said  company, 
and  of  those  to  whom  they  had  sold  a  part,  at  the 
aam  of  $5,000,000;  and  in  this  manner  will  be 
coupled  together  the  corrupted  Legislature,  the 
Yasoo  Company,  and  the  thirteenth  Congress. 
For,  you  are  certainly  purehasine  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  original  fraud,  and  thereby  consum- 
mating the  same. 

Your  Government  ought  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Yazoo  purchase,  with  the  company,  nor 
their  claim.  If  they  have  a  right  to  50.000,000  of 
acres  of  land,  it  is  unjust  for  you,  by  virtue  of  your 
Dower,  to  compel  them  to  take  $5,000,000  for  it. 
If  they  have  no  right,  it  is  on  wise  and  unjust  for 
you  to  give  them  $5,000,000  of  money  that  be- 
longs to  the  nation. 

Sat,  it  is  stated  that  the  poor,  honest  yeomanry 
of  the  East  became  purchasers  of  this  land,  inno- 
eeal  and  ignorant  or  the  ffand.  Do  you  believe, 
if  you  pass  the  bill,  that  class  of  people  will  de- 
rive any  advantage  by  it  1  If  you  thmk  so,  yon 
must  have  a  very  contemptible  opinion  of  the 
dexteriiy  of  speculators.  They  have  known  for 
two months  past  that  the  bill  now  under  consid- 
eration will  pass  this  session,  and  they  have  pur- 
chased up  from  those  honest  people  their  shares 
for  very  trtfling  sums  before  this  tinM.  If  you 
Wsnt  any  proof  of  this,  I  must  call  your  reeoiiee- 
Uoft  back  CO  the  funding  of  indents.    la  that  oaae, 


a  speenlatioo  was  opened,  which  extended  from 
your  Capitol  to  every  comer  of  the  nation ;  and 
some  of  your  high  military  officers  were  engaged 
in  the  business,  purehasinff  up  the  claims  of  the 
soldiers,  who  fought  and  Ued  by  their  side,  at  the 
rate  of  about  ten  dollars  for  one ;  and,  by  the  time 
that  it  was  known  that  the  law  was  passed  for 
fundine  the  indents,  there  was  not  one  to  be  found 
in  the  hands  of  the  poor  soldiers,  whose  toU  and 
blood  purchased  your  independence.  Specula- 
tors are  not  less  attentive  to  this  business  now 
than  what  they  were  theo»  and  probably  not  mneh 
more  honest. 

But,  the  bill  upon  yom*  table  provides  as  well 
for  the  infamous,  base,  fraudulent  corrupters,  as 
those  who  you  say  are  innocent  second  pur- 
chasers. Your  bill  places  them  all  on  the  same 
footing.  Yes,  the  bill  before  you  makes  provis* 
ion  for  the  same  men  who  counted  out  the  money 
to  the  treacherous  corrupted  Legislature,  as  a 
bribe— the  price  of  their  vote.  And  those  same 
men,  by  this  bill,  are  invited  into  your  Treasury, 
with  hands  besmeared  with  fraud  and  corruption, 
to  reeei  ve  the  reward  of  their  labors !  While  yon 
continue  to  boast  that  yours  is  the  only  virtuous 
natioa  on  earth,  I  beseech  you  to  keep  it  so^  by 
rewarding  virtue  and  punishing  vice.  Smile  on 
virtue,  but  frown  vice  out  of  your  presence.  Have 
nothing  to  do  with  either  the  Yazoos  or  the 
claimants. 

To  make  a  contraet,  it  is  necessary  that  betk 
parties  should  be  able  to  contract,  and  both  ree^ 
roeally  bound  by  the  saoM.  You^  on  the  part  of 
the  Government,  are  able  to  pass  this  bill,  by 
which  you  hold  tne  nation  to  perform  on  her  part ; 
but,  who  are  the'  other  party,  and  where  are  toey  i 
The  reporting  committee  states  in  this  way: 
^  The  committee  will  remark,  generally,  that  tbe 

*  authority  of  the  a^ats  appears  to  be  very  ear* 
'  tensive ;  and  that,  m  the  course  of  their  inqo^ 
'  ries  on  this  head,  they  have  discovered  no  rea* 
^  son  to  believe  that  any  one  of  the  claimants  wiU 

*  refuse  to  accede  to  the  proposed  compromise.*' 

This  is  all  the  information  that  your  commit* 
tee  can  give  yon  on  the  subject.  The  cLaimanta 
are  not  before  you  to  n^ree  to  the  compromise ; 
they  are  not  bound,  and  it  is  impossible  that  they 
can  be.  The  claimants  are  scattered  over  your 
Government-^some  of  them  in  Europe.  Many 
children,  of  tender  age,  are  entitled  under  thie 
gfants  from  Georgia.  If  those  grants  eoavev  n 
tide,  the^  cannot  be  represented  so  as  to  ename 
yon  to  dispossess  them  of  their  freehold ;  and  t^e 
iramers  of  the  bill  appear  to  have  been  sensible  of 
this  difficulty,  to  remedy  which,  the  e^hth  see- 
tion  is  introduced.  Let  us  examine  if  it  wiU  m»* 
swer  the  purpose.    Mr.  F.  read  the  section : 

'*And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any  person  or 
persons  clsimmg  lands  under  the  aforesaid  act,  or  pre- 
tended act,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  passed  January  7. 
1795,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  compromise  and  ntafco 
settlement  of  all  sndi  claim  or  claims,  in  oonibrmity 
with  the  provisionB  of  this  act,  the  United  States  shall 
be,  and  hereby  are  dedsared  to  be,  exonerated  and  £s- 
efaaiged  from  an  such  claim  or  daiaM,  and  the 
shall  beftsever  baned;  and  no  evfidenoe  of  aagr 
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cUm  or  daiBM  abtll  be  admitted  to  be  pleaded,  or 
allowed  to  be  gi^en  in  evidence,  in  any  oonrt  whatever, 
agaittit  any  grant  derived  from  the  United  Statee." 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  a  yery  plain  section.  Yon 
tell  the  claimants  that  you  want  and  will  have 
their  land ;  telling  them  to  relinquish  and  give  up 
to  you  their  title,  and  that  yon  will  give'to  them 
five  millions  of  dollars ;  bat,  that  if  they  refuse  to 
do  so,  70Q  will  give  them  nothing;  and  that,  if 
they  sue  any  person  for  the  same,  to  whom  you 
may  sell,  their  grants  and  deeds  shall  not  be  ad- 
mitted in  court  as  evidence  of  their  title,  Sir,  I 
admire  your  power  for  making  of  contracts,  but 
I  dislike  your  principles.  Do  you  believe  that 
you  possess  such  powers ;  and  if  you  do,  are  you 
in  your  discretion  ready  to  exercise  them  ?  As 
this  bill  originated  in  the  Senate,  and  passed  by 
that  hoQoraDle  body,  it  would  appear  almost  pre- 
sumptuous in  me  to  say  that  the  eighth  section  is 
unconstitutional ;  but  I  will  say  that  It  is  repug- 
Bant  to  the  first  principles  of  civilized  nations; 
and  I  never  understood  that  your  Constitution 
gave  birth  to  new  principles. 

Mr.  FiNDLET,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  a  few 
minutes,  chiefly  in  reply  to  Mr.  Farbow. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  of  Virginia,  followed  in  an  animated 
and  decided  8i>eech  of  nearly  an  hour,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill,  and  in  favor  of  Mr.  Troup's 
motion. 

Mr.  Clarb:,  of  Kentucky,  replied  to  Mr.  Eppbs 
and  others,  and  supported  the  passage  of  the  bill 
in  an  argumentatiye  speech  of  considerable  length. 

Mr.  ffARNBTT,  of  Georgia,  opposed  the  bill,  and 
recited  varions  circumstances  to  prove  the  yil- 
Iiny  practised  bv  the  first  purchasers. 

Mr.  F18K,  of  New  York,  in  a  short  and  perti- 
nent speech,  advocated  the  bill  and  opposed  the 
motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  Stamford,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  to  reply 
to  a  remark  made  by  Mr.  Clark,  respecting  the 
mutilation  of  the  documents  in  toe  office  of  the 
Clerk  of  this  House,  which  established  the  fraud 
in  the  purchase  of  the  Yazoo  lands ;  which  fact 
Mr.  S.  had  asserted  some  days  ago.  He  now 
reiterated  the  assertion,  and  his  statement* was 
confirmed  by  Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
others. 

A  good  deal  of  explanatorjT  conversation  took 
place  on  this  topic,  during  which  several  motions 
to  adjourn  were  made  and  lost. 

Mr.  NBLSOif^  of  Virginia,  declared  his  intention 
of  opposing  his  voice  to  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
and  commenced  a  speech  in  opposition  thereto. 
After  proceeding  a  few  minutes,  be  made  a  mo- 
tion to  adjourn,  and  accordingly  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Tbubrdat,  March  24« 
Mr.  MiiiLBB  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 

Shysieians  residing  in  the  city  of  Albany,  in  the 
itat«  of  New  York,  requesting  that  Congress 
would noftke  knownwhether itwae  their  iaten- 
tioii  to  require  physicians  who  keep  medicines 
cfo  hand,  for  making  up  their  own  prescriptions, 
to  take  out  lioeaaes  as  retail  dealers  in  foratgn  bmj^ 


chandise. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

The  House  agreed  to  appoint  managers  on  its 
part  of  the  conference  with  the  Senate  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend* 
ment  of  this  House  to  the  bill  for  better  organiza- 
tion and  supplv  of  the  Army. 

A  Message  from  the  President  was  read,  trans- 
mitting  to  the  Congress  certain  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  expressiye 
of  their  abhorrence  of  the  conduct  of  the  Qor- 
ernor  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  in  issuing  a  proe- 
lamation  to  recall  the  militia  of  Vermont  from 
the  frontier,  and  their  no  less  astonishment  and 
regret  at  beholding  a  resolution  lying  on  the  table 
of  the  Legislature  of  another  State  approving  his 
conduct,  accompanied  by  a  threat  to  act  on  it  if 
the  General  Qovernment  shall  think  proper  to 
inquire  into  the  constitutionality  of  his  conduct ; 
and  declaring  that  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, as  legislators  or  individual  members  of  so- 
ciety, will  aid  and  support  the  Qovernment  in 
all  Constitutional  measures  to  bring  to  justica 
any  and  all  infractors  of  the  Constitution  and  tho 
laws. — Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tha 
unfinished  business,  being  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants 
to  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory — the  motion 
for  indefinite  postponement  still  under  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  NsLSOif,  of  Virginia,  redeemed  his  pledge 
yesterday  given  to  oppose  this  bill.  He  per- 
ceived, he  said,  the  total  inability^  of  any  effort  tp 
stem  the  torrent  now  setting  in  faror  of  this 
measure;  but  he  could  not  consent  that  this  bill 
should  pass  without  some  remarks  from  him 
against  it.  He  proceeded  to  take  a  legal  view  of 
the  question,  and  laid  down  the  principle,  that 
the  rights  of  sovereignty  of  a  nation  were  not  ezr 
aminable  by  its  subordinate  agents ;  that  courts, 
being  hut  subordinate  agents  to  the  sovereign  au- 
thority, had  no  power  to  adjudge  the  rights  ^ 
the  sovereign  who  created  them ;  that  the  Si^ 
preme  Court  could  not  decide  against  the  rights 
of  the  United  States,  dbc,  because,  if  it  could,  the 
creature  would  be  paramount  to  the  creator. 
That  a  conve3rRnce  originating  in  fraud  was  void 
ctb  initio  between  individuals,  and  much  more  in 
a  case  where  a  State  is  concerned;  that  the  Legis- 
lature had  not  power  to  transfer  property  apper- 
taining to  the  sovereignty,  and,  having  trans- 
cended their  powers,  the  sale  was  void,  were  it 
never  so  fair  and  honest  a  sale.  Mr.  N.  spoke 
about  an  hour  in  a  strain  of  indignant  feeling 
against  the  bill. 

Mr.LATTiiiORB,of  Mississippi,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  with  peculiar  reluctance  that  I 
rise  on  this  occasion.  But  as  I  am  not  much  in 
the  habit  of  tronbling  the  House,  I  hope  I  shall 
be  indulged  in  some  remarks  on  a  question  the 
most  important  to  the  Territory  I  represent  of 
any  that  has  ever  been  agitated  on  this  floor. 
Some  years  ago,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  the  honor  cf 
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a  seat  in  this  House ;  aod  at  all  the  four  sessions 
which  I  served  (except,  perhaps,  one)  this  sab- 
jeet  was  discussed,  yet  I  never  took  any  part  in 
the  debate.  On  these  occasions  it  was  contended 
on  the  one  side,  that  the  act  of  sale  of  Georgia 
waff  valid ;  on  the  other,  that  it  was  not  valid. 
By  gentlemen  eminent  for  their  legal  abilities, 
(such  as  there  always  are  in  this  House.)  both  of 
these  opinions  were  strenuously  maintained.  It 
was,  sir,  impossible  for  me  to  determine  which 
was  the  rignt  oncj  or  to  foresee  what  would  be 
the  issue  of  this  claim  in  a  court  of  law.  But  my 
doubts  are  now  at  an  end.  I  consider  the  princi- 
ple as  settled  ;  and  conceive  that  all  inquiries  on 
this  subject  should  commence  with  the  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Federal  Court.  Whether  this 
decision  be  a  correct  one  or  not,  it  is  not  for  me 
to  say.  It  is  true  I  am  no  lawyer ;  yet  I  am  suffi* 
ciently  acquainted  with  the  institutions  of  my 
country  to  know  that  the  final  decisions  of  courts 
must  be  carried  into  effeet.  That  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  would 
be  favorable  to  the  companies  claiming  under  the 
act  of  Gkorgia,  I  cannot  doubt.  I  must  take 
things  as  I  find  them,  not  as  I  wish  them  to  be. 
Had  the  court  decided  against  the  validity  of  that 
act,  I  should  not  now  open  my  lips  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  the  people  whom  I  represent  would  have 
hailed  the  decision  as  preserving  them  from  evils 
which,  as  things  now  are,  they  have  but  too 
much  reason  to  apprehend.  Or.  if  Congress  should 
even  yet  think  it  proper  to  adopt  measures  to  coun- 
teract that  decision,  and  would  do  so,  I  should 
still  be  content.  But,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  will  be  adopted.  It  has  been  ten  years  since 
the  question  was  first  agitated  in  Congress,  and 
several  since  it  was  decided  in  court;  yet  no 
remedy  has  been  provided,  none  attempted,  none 
suggested,  during  all  this  time.  I  see,  therefore, 
but  too  well,  that  if  these  claims  are  not  compro- 
mised, the  claimants  will  harass  us  by  law,  and 
ultimately  evict  us  of  our  lands. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  notice  some  observa- 
tions of  honorable  gentlemen,  to  which  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  reply.  I  understood  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Inobrboll) 
to  say,,  that  the  Legislature  ot  Georgia  has  no 
right  to  sell  the  territory  in  question,  inasmuch 
■as  the  Indian  title  was  not  extinguished ;  and 
that,  therefore,  I  need  not  indulge  in  the  appre- 
hension I  had  expressed  in  relation  to  the  elaims 
intended  to  be  compromised  by  the  bill.  But  let 
me  say  to  that  gentleman,  that  he  has  not  quieted 
my  fears.  It  will  be  admitted.  I  presume,  that 
Georgia  could  sell  just  such  a  right  as  she  had ; 
and  that  if  she  had  any,  it  was  a  right  of  pre- 
emption. It  is  doubted  whether  she  had  any 
right  at  all  to  these  lands:  but  this  is  now  imma- 
terial, since  the  court  has  determined  that  she  had. 
I  will  not,  however,  argue  the  principle  with  the 
ffentleman  as  to  the  right  of  Georgia  to  sell  Indian 
lands.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  it  would  be  presumption  in  me  to 
contend  with  him  on  this  point.  Yielding,  then, 
to  the  gentleman,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  the 
correctness  of  the  prineiple  he  has  assumed,  I 


must  be  permitted  to  say  that  he  is  not  correct  as 
to  the  facts.  He  must  be  informed  that  the  In* 
dian  title  to  seven-eighths  at  least  of  all  the  set- 
tled parts  of  the  territory  exposed  to  these  claims 
was  extinguished  long  before  the  act  of  sale  of 
Georgia  was  passed.  The  gentleman's  conclu- 
sion IS  of  course  incorrect ;  and  no  obstacle,  in 
relation  to  the  Indian  title,  will  prevent  the  Yazoo 
companies  from  prosecuting  their  claims  to  the 
lands  of  the  settlers  in  courts  of  law. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Tbodp,)  with  a  view  of  showing  that  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Mississippi  Territory  has  not  beai 
retarded  from  an  apprehension  of  the  Yazoo  claims, 
has  stated  that  more  public  land  has  been  sold  in 
that  Territory,  than  has  been  sold  in  the  State  of 
Ohio  within  the  same  time.    This  statement  is 
made  on  the  authority  of  a  document  which  is 
obtained,  no  doubt,  from  an  ofiicial  source.  Since 
the  gentleman  made  this  statement  yesterday,  I 
also  have  procured  one  from  the  Land  Oflice.and 
will  now  compare  notes.    I  do  not  know  how  the 
mistake  has  arisen,  but  there  certainly  is  a  wide 
difierence  between  his  statement  and  the  docu- 
ment which  I  have  procured.    From  this  it  ap- 
pears that  three  times  as  much  land  was  sold  m 
the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory  to- 
gether, as  was  sold  in  the  Mississippi  Territory 
within  the  same  four  years.    Another  document 
which  I  have  shows  that  considerably^  more  than 
double  the  quantity  of  land  was  sold  in  the  State 
of  Ohio  alone  in  one  year,  than  was  sold  in  the 
same  jear  in  the  Mississippi  Territory.    [Mr.  T. 
explaining,  said  he  had  stated  that  more  land 
had  been  sold  within  the  same  time  in  the  Missia- 
sippi  Territory  than  had  been  sold  in  the  State  of 
Ohio  in  proportion  to  the  relative  quantity  of  land 
subject  to  sale  in  each.]    Still  thisgoes  to  prove 
the  point  which  I  have  in  view,     why  is  it  that 
there  is  not  a  greater  quantity  of  public  landa 
subject  to  sale  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  ?  Be- 
cause the  Indian  title  is  not  extinguished.    And 
why  is  the  Indian  title  not  extinguished  7   Be- 
cause the  Yazoo  claims  cover  the  country.    I 
recollect,  sir,  that  when  I  formerly  had  the  honor 
of  a  seat  in  this  House,  a  treaty  was  made  with, 
some  of  the  Indian  tribes,  under  the  authority  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Senate ;  but  the  appropriations  for 
carrying  it  into  eflfect  were  withheld  by  this 
House,  because  a  part  of  the  land  ceded  lay  within 
the  claim  of  one  of  the  Yazoo  companies,  (in  the 
Biff  Bend  of  Tennessee,  now  Madison  county,} 
and  the  treatv  had  to  lie  over  a  whole  year.    This 
shows,  sir,  tnat  the  Indian  title  to  lands  in  ike 
Mississippi  Territory  is  not  to  be  extinguished, 
and.  consequently,  tnat  the  country  will  not  be 
settled  so  long  as  these  claims  are  in  the  way. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  said  also,  that 
the  Mississippi  Territory  has  settled  more  rapid- 
ly than  any  other  of  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States.  It  would  probably  require  consideFahle 
investigation  to  ascertain  the  fact ;  but  if  the  gen- 
tleman would  give  himself  the  trouble  of  inquir- 
ing more  closely  into  this  subject,  I  think  his  ui- 
qairics  would  lead  him  to  a  dinerenc  result.    I  do 
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not  know  the  relative  increase  of  popniation  in 
the  different  Territories ;  but  with  respect  to  Ohio, 
which  was  a  Territorf,  I  recollect  that^  in  the 
year  1803,  soon  after  it  was  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  a  State,  it  was  entitled  to  but  one  Rep- 
resentative in  this  House,  and  contained  when 
admitted,  as  I  am  informed,  about  45,000  souls. 
But  this  State  has  now  six  Representatives  on 
this  floor ;  it  has,  therefore,  gained  in  ten  years 
not  much  less  than  200,000  souls.  The  Missis* 
sippi  Territory  has  gained  only  about  35,000  in 
more  than  fourteen  years-— on  an  average  about 
2^500  a  year.  I  do  not  think  that  this  can  be  con- 
sidered,  with  propriety,  a  rapid  increase  of  popu- 
lation, especially  when  compared  with  the  emi- 
grations to  other  narts  of  the  United  States. 

Another  remark  of  the  gentleman  was  calcu- 
lated to  make  an  impression  of  great  importance 
U]>on  the  House.  I  should  be  sorry  to  miscon- 
ceive the  ffentleman,  but  I  understood  him  as  say- 
ing, in  substance,  that  there  was  no  propriety  m 
urging  the  settlement  of  the  Mississippi  Territo- 
ry, for  the  purpose  of  enabling  it  to  defend  itself 
and  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  that  Tennessee  and 
Georgia  had  defended  the  former,  and  that  we 
should  soon  have  peace  with  the  Indians.  Be- 
fore I  say  one  word  in  reply  to  these  observations 
of  the  gentleman,  I  wish  to  express  my  grateful 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  people  of  Ten- 
nessee and  Gkorgia,  in  relation  to  the  present  In- 
dian war.  Yes,  sir,  I  feel  ffreat  pleasure  in  ex- 
pressing the  sentiments  of  gratitude  which  I 
cherish,  and  which  I  have  on  every  occasion  ex- 
pressed— sentiments  which  the  people  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory  also  cherish  and  express.  I  wish 
it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  we  feel  our- 
selves greatly  indebted  to  the  brave  people  of 
those  States  for  their  patriotism^  their  prompti- 
tjade,  and  friendly  aid  in  our  defence.  But,  sir, 
whilst  I  ascribe  much,  I  cannot  ascribe  every- 
thing ttf  this  aid. 

Thegea  tleman  says  that  Tennessee  and  Georgia 
have  defended  us ;  and  here  I  must  repeat  my 
gratitude  for  the  defence  which  has  been  extend- 
ed to  us  by  these  States,  But  did  they  defend 
Fort  Mims,  which  fell  before  they  knew  that  we 
needed  defence  ?  Did  they  prevent  the  sacrifice 
of  hundreds  of  inhabitants  in  that  quarter  of  the 
country,  who  fell  victims  to  savage  hostility, 
whilst  the  unhappy  remnant,  abandoning  their 

Property  to  destruction,  had  to  seek  rett^pe'  in 
irts,.and  there  remain  trembling  for  their  hves; 
to  preserve  which,  even  in  that  situation,  required 
all  the  local  militia,  the  whole  of  the  twelve 
months'  volunteers,  and  nearly  all  the  regular 
force  that  the  country  possessed  1  Why  did  the 
Western  settlement— the  principal  settlement  of 
the  Territory  on  the  Mississippi  river— not  expe- 
rience a  similar  fate?  I  presume  no  gentleman 
anticipates  the  reply.  Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  must 
disclose  a  fact,  which,  but  for  the  observation  of 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  I  might  have  with- 
held from  this  House.  It  may  be  humiliating  to 
the  House — it  may  be  humiliating  to  the  nation 
—still  it  is  my  duty  to  makeit^nowo.  But  why 
was  the  Western  part  also  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 


ritory not  invaded  by  the  Creeks?  Because  the 
Choctaw  nation  interposed.  The  Choctaws  are 
a  numerous  nation  as  well  as  the  Creeks,  and  are 
even  said  to  be  more  warlike  and  brave.  When 
the  fall  of  Fort  Mims  was  known  in  the  Western 
settlement,  the  inhabitants  of  this  section  of  the 
Territory  entertained,  as  they  had  but  too  much 
reason  to  do,  much  solicitude  for  their  safety ; 
and  the  Choctaw  nation  became  the  object  of 
their  hopes  and  their  fears.  It  seemed  to  be  the 
universal  opinion  of  those  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  disposition  of  Indians,  that  the  Choctaws 
would  not  be  neutral  when  those  around  them 
were  at  war;  and  the  anxious  and  important  in- 
quiry of  every  one  was,  which  side  will  thev 
take  ?  Happily  for  us  the  Choctaw  nation,  which 
some  years  ago  was  divided  into  an  American 
party,  and  a  French  or  Spanish  party^  has  sincCi 
through  the  assiduity  and  address  of  the  agent, 
the  present  incumbent,  become  more  united  in 
our  favor,  and  formed  something  like  a  general 
attachment  to  the  United  States.  When  the  war 
with  the  Creeks  commenced,  the  Choctaws  took 
a  deep  interest  in  the  event,  and,  determining  in 
favor  of  the  United  States,  gave  the  Creeks  to 
understand  that  they  should  not  pass  through 
their  lands  to  make  war  upon  the  whites.  Their 
eeoffraphical  position  and  physical  strength  ena- 
bled them  to  enforce  this  determination,  and  save 
our  Western  settlements,  by  presenting  a  complete 
barrier  to  the  inroads  of  the  Creeks.  But  for  this 
barrier,  that  settlement  also  might  have  been  rav- 
aged by  our  cruel  foe.  But  for  this  barrier,  dis- 
persed as  the  population  of  that  settlement  is.  and 
deprived  as  it  was  of  all  the  regular  force  in  the 
country  which  had  been  drawn  to  another  point, 
(the  Tombigbee  settlement,)  one  thousand  Creeks 
might  have  made  their  way  through  thestronj^est 
part  of  it,  have  crossed  over  the  Mississippi  to 
Loubiana,aad  laid  waste  all  the  upper  settlements 
of  that  State. 

But  it  seems  we  are  now  to  have  peace  with 
the  Creeks.  This  may  be;  it  may  be  very  soon. 
But  I  have  heard  nothing  on  the  subject  that  is 
satisfactory  to  ray  mind.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  is  in  possession  of  facts  which  assure 
him  of  such  an  event,  I  would  thank  him  if  he 
would  communicate  them  to  me,  and  rejoice  my 
heart.  But  a  word  or  two  more  respecting  these 
Creeks.  The  general  denomination  of  Creeks  is 
applied  to  several  nations  of  Indian^,  with  only 
one  of  whom  (the  Muscogees)  we  are  at  war; 
and  even  of  that  one  a  portion  is  friendly  to  us, 
and  engaged  in  our  cause.  It  is  this  one  nation 
of  Indians,  divided  as  they  are,  that  has  given  us 
so  much  trouble  and  done  us  so  muck  harm ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  brilliant  victories  obtained 
over  them  by  the  brave  people  of  Tennessee  and 
Georgia^  they  still  hold  out  and  maintain  their 

f [round  in  the  heart  of  the  Territory  where  they 
ive.  Yet,  against  the  hostility  of  these  Creeks, 
as  well  as  against  that  of  all  other  nations,  wheth- 
er savage  or  civilized,  both  Louisiana  and  the 
Mississippi  Territory  are  to  rely  on  Tennessee 
and  Georgia  for  defence.  I  regret,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  is  chairman 
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of  the  Military  Committee  did  Dot  take  that  eo^ 
larged  yiew  of  this  subject,  which  his  capacious 
miod  would  have  enabled  him  to  do.  Teonessee 
and  (Georgia  defend  Louisiana  at  the  distance  of 
five,  six,  or  seyen  hundred  miles!  No,  sir;  the 
means  of  defence  must  be  nearer  at  hand,  to  be 
timely  and  effectually  employed.  And  let  not 
gentlemen  say  there  is  no  danger  of  an  attack  on 
uiis  portion  of  the  United  States.  We  are  at  war, 
and  New  Orleans  may  be  invaded.  Nay,  it  seems 
as  if  danger  was  now  apprehended ;  or  why  has 
the  Goyernor  of  Louisiana  called  out  the  miliita 
of  that  State,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  defend^ 
ittg  the  metropolis  itself?  It  will  not  be  foreign 
to  this  part  of  the  subject  to  notice  a  circumstance 
of  considerable  notoriety,  and  which  cannot  but 
be  known  to  this  House.  Every  gentleman  here 
must  be  acquainted  with  the  fact,  of  a  large  and 
formidable  community  of  pirates  being  establish- 
ed in  Louisiana,  not  one  hundred  miles  from  New 
Orleans,  who  have  killed  several  of  the  custom- 
house officers  and  wounded  others,  and  whom  all 
the  militia  and  regulars  have  not  been  able  to 
dislodge. 

In  pursuing  my  view  of  this  subject,  let  me  ob- 
serve, that  Pensacola  and  all  East  Florida  are  in 
possession  of  a  foreign  Power.  I  could  wish  that 
gentlemen  would  lay  the  map  before  them,  and 
▼lew  all  the  points  from  which  we  might  be  in- 
vaded between  theChattahoochieandMississii^i 
rivers,  and  see  whether  the  means  of  defence 
could  be  so  readiljr  furnished  from  any  other 
q,uarter  as  the  Mississippi  Territory,  provided  it 
bad  the  population  which  it  is  susceptible  of. 
But  the  settlement  of  this  country  is  an  object  of 
sufficient  importance  to  claim  the  attention  of 
this  House,  though  viewed  in  relation  to  the  pro* 
tection  of  New  Orleans  alone.  The  State  of 
Louisiana  is  certainly  a  very  fine  country,  and 
possesses,  perhaps,  more  advantages  than  any 
other  State  in  the  Union;  yet  its  localities  are 
such  as  to  render  it  unsusceptible  of  a  large  com- 
pact population;  and  some  of  its  settlement^  are 
too  remote  from  New  Orleans  to  afford  it  such 
speedy  succor  it  mieht  need.  The  Mississippi 
Territory  is  susceptiue  of  such  a  population,  and, 
being  contiguous,  could,  if  settled  to  the  extent  of 
its  capacity,  afford  more  prompt  and  efficient  aid 
to  that  city,  than  all  the  western  and  Southern 
States  comoined.  The  importance  of  this  great 
emporium  (New  Orleans)  to  all  the  upper  coun- 
try, needs  not  to  be  shown.  Ooce  let  it  fall  into 
the  hands  of  an  enemy,  and  I  perceive  a  general 
sensation  and  effect  throughout  all  the  States  and 
Territories  that  enjoy  its  trade.  It  might  be  re- 
covered, indeed,  (no  doubt  of  this,)  but  in  doing 
so  the  Delta  of  the  Mississippi  would  furnish  un- 
timely graves  for  thousands  of  the  brave  youth  of 
the  West. 

The  settlement  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
would  be  highly  advantageous  in  another  point 
of  view.  Its  climate  and  soil  render  it  particu- 
arly  capable  of  producing  that  valuable  raw  ma- 
erial  (cotton)  whic  h  is  now  in  such  general  de- 
mand, and  which  it  could  furnish  to  all  the  man- 
ikcturing  and    commercial  States;   whilst   it 


would  afford  an  extenaive  market  for  the  nana* 
factnres  and  other  articles  which  those  States 
would  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  supply.  In 
short,  whether  this  Territory  be  considered  in  re- 
lation to  itv  susceptibility  of  commercial  advaa- 
tagea,  or  its  capacity  for  milftary  defence,  (were 
it  well  settled,)  there  is  not  a  more  ioterestittg 
portion  of  country  in  all  the  United  Slates. 

But  if  the  claims  of  the  Yazoo  companies, 
which  cover  this  territory,  are  not  compromised, 
what  will  be  the  effect  on  the  pecuniary  Interest 
of  the  United  States?  The  gentleman  from 
Georgia  says  if  these  companies  are  entitled  to 
any  of  the  land,  they  are  entitled  to  all ;  then  let 
them  take  the  whole,  if  they  can  obtain  it  by 
law.  To  say  nothing  of  the  loss  which  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  sustain  in  such  an  event,  by 
being  deprived  of  the  proceeds  of  the  future 
sales  of  these  lands,  it  may  be  well  to  inqaire 
what  they  would  have  to  refand,  if  the  compa* 
nies  establish  the  whole  of  their  claim.  This 
claim  embraces  nearly  all  the  lands  hdd  by  tbe 

E resent  settlers  of  the  Territory.  Some  of  these 
old  under  titles,  legally  and  fully  ezecoted,  de- 
rived from  the  Spanish  (Tovemment,  which  are 
expressly  confirmed  by  the  articles  of  agreement 
and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Georgia.  Others  held  under  iacompkte 
Spanish  titles,  which  the  United  States  have 
also  confirmed.  And  ot^rs  who  are  purchasersi 
(the  most  numerous  description  of  all,)  hold  un- 
der titles  originally  and  exclusively  derived/roia 
the  United  States.  Of  these  pureiiasers,  some 
have  completed  their  payments,  oth«n  have  paid 
in  part,  aiHl  all  will  have  to  pay  the  whole.  The 
lands  purchased  are  obtained  at  two  doUars  per 
acre ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  thdr  iiH 
creased  value  may  be.  This  will  depend  mnek 
on  the  labor  and  expense  which  mav  be  bestowed 
on  their  improvemeaL  Some  may  be  worth  four 
dollars  the  acre,  some  six,  some  ten,  and  others 
more.  Who,  then,  can  calculate  the  amount 
which  the  United  States  may  have  to  refund  ? 
And  what  will  thej  make  by  the  parehase  frooL 
Georgia,  if  the  claimants  under  the  act  of  that 
State  obtain  the  whole  extent  of  their  claims 
They  will  have  naade  a  very  bad  bargain  with 
Georgia  in  such  an  event  I  think  Gi^rffia  has 
made  a  very  good  one  on  her  part,  and  that  she 
ouffht  to  be  content.  She  receives  ^1,^50,000, 
and  gets  rid  of  much  trouble  and  perplexity, 
which  she  has  shifted  from  herself  upon  the 
United  States.  Yet  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia 
seem  unwilling  that  the  United  States  also  should 
get  rid  of  the  embarrassments  which  the  Legia* 
iature  of  their  State  has  {m>dnced.  Why  are  tha 
United  States  paying  to  Georgia  $1,250,000  If 
they  are  not  to  be  permitted  to  save  a  part  of  the 

f purchase  by  extinguishing  the  Yazoo  claims? 
f  these  claims  eventually  succeed  to  their  iuik 
extent,  and  the  United  States,  of  consequence^ 
lose  their  territory,  afler  {laying  the  fjflMf^OOfk 
and  after  paying  all  the  various  expenses  ineunea 
in  the  adjustment  of  claims,  and  the  disposal  of 
lands  in  that  T^tory,  and  still  have  to  com- 
pensate the  settlers  who  may  lose  their  lands,  I 
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repeat  tb«  que«tioii— Hvbftt  wiU  they  make  by 
tbe  purchase  ? 

But  there  is  one  short  answer  to  aii  this.  Geo* 
tkmen  say  they  will  not  compromise  with  cor- 
rapiion  and  fraud.  This  position  is  too  abstract ; 
and  the  zeal  indulged  on  this  subject  seems  to 
be  displayed  rather  against  the  act  than  those 
who  committed  it.  Tne  authors  of  this  crimi- 
nal speculation  are  not  within  the  reach  of  this 
House.  The  original  purchasers  hare  transferred 
their  claims,  which  have  passed  into  the  hands 
of  those  whose  innocence  should  be  presumed.  I 
am  not  the  advocate  of  the  present  claimants.  I 
know  notbine  of  them.  Still  I  cannot  hut  be- 
lievCj  from  the  documents  before  me,  that  they 
were  generaliv  ignorant  of  the  fraud.  But  ad- 
mitting that  they  are  all  corrupt,  equally  corrupt 
with  the  original  purchasers,  what  then  ?  I  will 
give  gentlemen  as  broad  ground  as  they  wish, 
and  broader  than  they  have  assumed.  I  will  sup- 
pose, for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  all  the  pres- 
ent claimants  had  knowledge  of  the  fraudulent 
traniactioD ;  and  then  ask,  if  we  the  people  of 
the  Mississipipi  Territory  are  to  be  punished  for 
their  erirae  ?  I  foresee,  sir,  that  such  will  be  the 
iBsae,  if  the  compromise  contemplated  by  the  bill 
does  not  take  luaee.  I  cannot  out  refiect  upon 
the  lojuaiice  or  such  a  case.  The  guilty  origi- 
nal purchasers,  and  the  more  guilty  sellers,  (the 
LegtslBtitve  of  Qeorjfiaj)  have  escaped  justice, 
and  profited  by  their  guilt;  the  present  claim- 
ants nave  a  legal  decision  in  their  favor ;  while 
the  innocent  settlers  in  the  Territory,  who  have 
had  no  sort  of  participation  in  the  traosacticm, 
must  yield  their  rights,  or  preserve  them  at  the 
risk  of  their  lives.  And  what  might  be  the  issue 
of  the  contest,  I  cannot  say.  I  would,  sir,  be  far 
from  encouraging  or  wishinj^  such  a  contest.  But 
^eotlemea  are  acquainted  with  human  nature  as 
well  as  I  am.  They  all  know  how  mtich  men 
are  attached  to  their  property,  especially  to  prop- 
erty in  land  on  which  they  reside.  And  why  ? 
Because  it  is  their  home,  the  dwelling  place  of 
their  families,  which  the  recollection  of  a  thou- 
sand interesting  domestic  and  social  scenes  ren- 
deia  them  reluctant  to  leave.  Sir,  there  is  an 
injttry  sustained  in  saeh  cases,  a  violence  done 
to  the  feelings,  for  which  no  reparation  can  be 
-made.  If  even  complete  pecuniary  compensa- 
tion were  provided^  many  would  still  be  unwil- 
ling»  tatake  an  equiyaknt  in  money  for  an  abode 
of  their  choice,  which  many  considerations  en- 
dear to  their  minds.  It  may  be  that  there  is  a 
sacred  spot  on  the  premises,  where  the  remains 
of  their  connexions  are  deposited ;  and  what 
sensibilities  will  be  excited,  it  families  are  driven 
from  their  homes,  and  forced  to  abandon  the  soil 
which  contains  tne  ashes  of  their  friends ! 

Mr.  Spender,  I  cannot  but  advert  to  the  course 
which  has  been  given  to  this  bilL  When  it 
came  from  the  Senate  and  was  about  to  be  read, 
it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  although  seve- 
ral other  bills  in  a  similar  situation  were  read 
immediately  thereafter,  and  disposed  of  in  the 
usual  way.  AGLev  lying  some  time,  this  bill  was 
at  iengUi  called  up>  when  n  aaoiion  for  iia  lejeot 


tion  was  made.  This  having  failed,  it  was  rej^o- 
larly  referred  and  reported  on ;  and  after  being 
again  before  the  House,  and  after  having  under- 
gone sufficient  discussion  for  a  decision  on  its 
merits,  a  motion  is  now  made  for  its  indefinite 
postponement.  I  have  all  alone  apprehended 
this  motion,  recollecting  that  when  I  had  for- 
merly the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  it  was 
by  such  means  that  the  compromise  was  always 
defeated,  although  there  was  then  always  a  mm* 
jority  that  seemed  in  favor  of  its  being  carried 
into  effect.  Among  those  who  approved  of  the 
measure,  there  are  always  some  who  are  willing 
to  put  off  its  adoption  until  a  more  convenient 
season,  which  season  never  arrives. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  says  he  is  tired 
and  sick  of  the  subject.  Why  then  defer  it  from 
year  to  year?  If  gentlemen  from  Qeorgiaare 
so  tired  and  sick  of  this  question,  what  should 
the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  bej  who 
have  so  much  at  stake?  They  have  but  too 
much  cause  to  be  tired  of  anxiety  and  sick  of 
suspense ;  and  I  may  welt  exclaim  for  them,  we 
are  weary  of  conjecture.  To  do,  or  not  to  do  ? 
That  is  the  question.  Whether  it  be  better  to- 
prepare  to  resign  to  the  injustice  which  awaits 
as  with  folded  arms,  or  to  raise  them  in  defenea 
of  oor  rights  1 

Why  postpone  this  question  again?  Is  it  to 
be  without  end  ?  Has  not  the  settlement  of  our 
territory  been  already  sufficiently  retarded  by  tha 
claim,  which  this  bill  is  intended  to  put  at  rest? 
Had  it  been  compromised  ten  years  ago,  as  then 
proposed,  the  country  might  have  contained  at 
this  time,  instead  of  forty  or  fifty  thousand,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  thousand  souls, 
and  have  been  sufficiently  strong  to  control  all 
savage  hostility,  and  check  the  sanguinary  in- 
trigues of  the  Qovemor  of  Pensacola,  who  has 
furnished  the  means  of  our  destruction,  and 
evinced  as  much  enmity  as  he  dares  to  do,  and 
more  than  would  have  been  suffered  with  impu- 
nity by  any  other  Gbvernment  than  that  of  tha 
Uniteu  States.  Yes,  sir,  to  the  postponement  of 
this  compromise  may  justly  be  attributed  all  the 
blood  which  has  been  shea,  and  all  the  treasure 
which  has  been  expended  in  this  war  with  the 
Creeks. 

But,  sir,  while  I  ascribe  to  such  a  cause  tha 
evils  we  have  sustained^  I  am  lar  from  supposing 
anything  like  hostility  in  the  minds  of  honorable 
gentlemen  to  the  Mississippi  Territory.  Among 
those  who  oppose  this  compromise,  I  see  a  num* 
ber  of  my  old  friends  who,  in  other  respects,  bare 
uniformly  supported  the  interests  of  tne  country 
I  represent.  I  do  not  call  in  question  the  motives 
of  gentlemen.  My  observations  apply  to  the  ten- 
dency, and  what  I  fear  will  be  the  result^  of  their 
course  in  relation  to  this  claim.  No,  sir,  I  can- 
not suppose  hostility  to  our  Territory  from  either 
side  of  the  House,  or  from  any  branch  of  the 
Qoverament.  Such  a  supposition  would  oppose 
all  my  former  experience,  and  be  the  reverse  of 
what  I  have  both  known  and  declared.  Foi  it 
has  been  my  pride  and  my  boast  to  feel  myself, 
and  say  to  my  ooutknents,  that  our  section  of 
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cfae  UnioD  has  nerer  eeased  to  obtain  the  patron- 
age of  the  Qoyernment  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  the  motion  for  postpone- 
ment will  not  prevail.  I  wish  to  see  the  qaes- 
tion  decided  upon  its  merits.  If  a  majority  sup- 
pose the  bill  to  be  improper,  let  it  be  rejected, 
that  we  may  prepare  for  events.  If  a  majority 
conceive  it  proper,  why  delay  its  passage  ano- 
ther whole  year?  We  have  ajreadv  suffered 
much,  and  may  yec  suffer  more.  What  do  we 
ask?  Not  a  grant  of  lands — no  direct  positive 
,  gift.  We  solicit  a  preservation  from  evils,  the 
'  removal  of  obstacles  that  lie  in  our  way.  We 
wish  things  to  take  only  their  common  and  nat- 
ural course,  and  to  see  the  country  settle  and 
strengthen  without  unnecessary  impediment  or 
delay.  Our  property,  our  rights,  our  lives,  are  at 
risk ;  and  it  is  time  to  begin  to  provide  the  means 
of  our  protection  and  defence.  If  they  are  to  be 
provided  at  all,  I  do  hope  that  the  provision  will 
not  be  deferred.  Why  defer  it  when  so  much 
apprehension  and  danger  exist,  and  while  the  In- 
dian tomahawk  is  still  held  over  our  heads? 

Mr.  Gholbon,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  bill 
very  decidedly  on  the  grounds  heretofore  occu- 
pied, viz :  the  fraud  of  the  original  transaction ; 
the  fallacy  of  the  reasoning,  and  error  of  judg- 
ment of  the  Supreme  Court;  the  slender  title  of 
the  present  claimants  to  the  charity,  and  their 
want  of  claim,  on  the  justice  of  the  Government, 
dbc.  Mr.  G.  in  substance  said  he  did  not  impute 
corrupt  motives  to  the  members  of  Congress.  On 
the  contrary,  he  said  that  he  believed  gentlemen 
who  from  policy  and  prudential  considerations 
had  advocated  the  bill,  were  actuated  by  the 
purest  motives.  He  believed  them  to  be  honor- 
able men.  But,  he  said,  he  feared,  if  the  bill 
passed,  that  the  future  historian,  and  posterity, 
in  reviewing  this  transaction,  would  couple  with 
the  original  grant  of  the  Georgia  Legislature,  the 
act  of  compromise  of  the  thirteenth  Congress, 
and  that  the  proper  distinction  between  the  two 
might  not  be  sumciejitly  discerned. 

Mr.  Stamfoiid,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed  the 
bill  in  a  short  speech. 

Mr.  Lattimorb,  of  Mississippi,  submitted  a  few 
remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Stanforo. 

After  some  explanatory  conversation  between 
Mr.  Yan^et  and  Mr.  Gbolbon,  the  latter  of 
whom  had  been  misunderstood  in  a  remark  he 
had  made  on  this  subject-*- 

Mr.  Yancby,  of  North  Carolina,  stated  con- 
cisely the  reasons  which  would  govern  him  in 
voting  for  the  bill.  He  should  support  its  pas- 
sage trom  a  belief  in  its  present  expediency,  and 
not  from  any  view  to  sanction  the  original  cor- 
ruption of  the  Yazoo  speculation. 

Mr.  Wriobt,  of  Maryland,  offered  a  few  ad- 
ditional remarks,  and  Mr.  Albton,  of  North 
Carolina,  said  a  few  words  in  explanation  of  a 
fiict  which  had  been  alluded  to  ;  when 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  bill  indefinitely,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  72,  nays  83.  as  follows : 

VsAS — Messrs.  Aiexanaer,  Abtoo,  Anderson,  Areh- 
er^  Baid,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Biown,  BorweU,  Cald- 


well, Calhouii,  Condictf  Conard,  Crawford,  Greighton, 
CroQch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denojellei^ 
Desha,  Davall,  Earle,  Epoes,  Evans,  Farrow,  PoriTth, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Gmndj,  Hall, 
Hsrcifl,  Hawes,  Hongerford,  Ingenoll,  Ingham,  Jrwin, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kerr,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferta,  Lyle,  Maooa, 
McCoy,  McKlm,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Roane,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharps  Smith  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Smith  of  Yiiginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill, 
Telfair,  Troap,  Udree,  Whitehill,  and  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylTania. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbuiy,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  But- 
ler, Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Comctock,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Colpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,   Ely, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  For- 
ney, Gaston,  Geddes,  Goordin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Haa- 
brouck,  Hufty,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jack- 
son of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  Yoik,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
boum.  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Montgomery!  Moee- 
ley,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pkkena,  Pit- 
kin, Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ridiard- 
son,  Itidgdy,  Robertson,  Rngglea,  Sheffey,  Sherwood, 
Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Hampdiire,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Stnart,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Tailmadge, 
Taylor,   Thompson,  Vose,   Ward  of  Maasachnsetts, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webater,   Wheaton,  White, 
WUcoz,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Maseachnaette,  Winter, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

The  qaestion  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Hall  on  the  22d  instant^  and 
being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  64,  nays  85,  as  follows^: 

YiAB — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Condiet,  Conard,  Crawford,  Cronch* 
Cuthbert,  Denoyelles,  Deaha,  Duvall,  Earie,  Eppee» 
Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Griflin,  Hall, 
Hawea,  Hnngerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentncky,  Kerr,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Lefiforts,  Lyle,  Maoon,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kim,  Moore,  Mulfree,  Ndson»  Newton,  Ocmsby,  Pick- 
ens, Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Roane, 
Sage,  sWp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanibrd,  Strong,  Tan- 
nehill,  Telfair,  Troupe  Udree,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nays — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachnsetta,  Bigelow, ' 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham^ 
Butler,  Champion,  Cilley,  Claik,  Coraatock,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Creighton,  Colpeper,  Davenport,  Davia  of  Maeaa- 
chusetta,  Ely,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fiak  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Gaaton,  Geddea,  Gourdin,  GroevenoTs 
Grundy,  Hale,  Hasbrouck>  Howell,  Huity,  Irwin,  Ja^- 
son  of  Rhode  Island,  Jaduon  of  Virginis,  Kennedy, 
Kent  of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kershaw,  KU- 
boum.  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis^  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Montgomery,  Moee- 
ley,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Richardaon,  Ridge- 
ly,  Robertson,  Raggles,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Shipherd, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Hampahire,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tailmadge,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Vose,  Ward  of  Massachnsetta,  Ward  of  New  Jsr- 
aey,  Webster,  Wheaten,  White,  Wileox,  WilliaBis, 
Wihmi  of  Masaachosetts,  Winter,  and  Wiigbft. 
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Mr.  Magdu,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  a  few 
minotes  oa  a  particaiar  clause  of  the  bit). 

Mr.  Fi8K,  of  New  York,  replied. 

Mr.  Alston  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  following  words,  contained  in  the 
14th  line  of  the  1st  section,  to  wit :  **  a  sufficient 
legal  release  of  ail  soch  claim  or  claims  to  the 
United  States,"  and  to  insert  these  words :  '*such 
sufficient  release  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  snail  release  to  the 
United  States  and  discharge  all  claims  to  the  said 
lands."  But  before  the  question  was  taken  the 
House  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  25. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
mere  and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  to  revive, 
and  continue  in  force,  "An  act  declaring  the  as- 
sent of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of 
Maryland  and  Georgia ;"  which  was  read  twice 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  An- 
dersoB,  and  a  resolution  or  the  29th  of  January, 
direccing  an  inquiry  into  the  justice  of  making 
ffood  certain  bounties  in  land  promised  during  the 
Revolutionary  war  bythe^tate  of  Virginia  to 
her  officers,  soldiers,  seamen,  dbc.  made  a  report, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  be  printed — ayes  91. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  '*'  to  authorize 
two  lotteries  in  Georgetown,  District  of  Colum- 
bia ;"  also,  a  joint  resolution  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  establishing  permanent  rules  for  regula- 
ting and  conducting  the  priming  of  the  two 
Houses ;"  in  which  bill  and  resolution  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.    The  Senate  have 
disagreed  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
to  the  sixteenth  amendment  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  the  bill  for  the  better  organi- 
zing, paying,  and  supplying  the  Army  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States/'  and  ask  a  furtner  conference  on  the 
subject-matter  thereof:  and  the  Senate  have  ap- 
pointed managers  at  said  conference  on  their  part. 
Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  James  Washburn  and  John  Alex- 
ander, of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  made  the  following 
report,  which  was  read  and  concurred  in : 

The  object  of  the  petitioners  is  to  be  relieved  from 
the  payment  of  two  ezectttions  which  have  boen  issued 
agiijist  them.    The  facts  as  set  forth  are  these : 

The  petitioners,  in  the  Sammer  of  1811,  despatdied 
the  schooner  Mars,  a  coasting  vessel,  to  Eastport,  in 
Massachnsetts,  for  a  load  of  plaster  of  Paris,  which 
was  obtained ;  on  her  retom  she  was  seized,  and  the 
▼essel  and  cargo  were  libelled.  Jadgment  by  the  court 
was  given  against  the  vessel  and  cargo,  on  this  ground : 
that  the  vessel,  as  a  coasting  vessel,  was  engaged,  con- 
trary to  law,  in  a  foreign  tnule ;  all  which  wiU  evi- 
dently appear  by  a  reference  to  the  record.  The  peti- 
tioners seek  relief  from  Congress,  and  lely  to  obtain  it 
on  the  ground  that  the  plaster  of  Pane,  which  was 


purchased  of  a  certain  Solomon  Rice,  of  Eastoort,  was 
legally  imported  into  the  United  States.  This  case 
has  been  solemnly  decided  by  the  judiciary,  on  great 
deliberation,  after  giving  the  parties  ample  time  to  make 
their  defence.  The  fact  on  which  they  depend  for  ob- 
taining relief  from  Congressyif  it  existed  at  all,  had  an 
existence  prior  to  the  institution  of  a  libel  against  the 
said  vessel  and  cargo,  and  might  have  been  made  man- 
ifest to  the  court.  But  this  was  not  done ;  no  new 
case  is  made  out ;  a  review  of  the  cause,  in  the  nature 
of  an  appeal,  is  solicited.  This  solicitation  is  contrary 
to  every  principle  of  jurisprudence,  were  it  to  be  grant- 
ed. Infinite  mischief  would  be  the  result,  and  the 
province  of  the  judicatories  of  the  United  States  wonid 
be  invaded.  If  the  parties  have  sustained  any  damage, 
it  is  frdriy  chargeable  to  their  own  rashness  or  negli- 
gence. If  they  are  without  a  remedy,  they  are  the 
wcause  of  it.  From  this  view  of  the  case,  the  eommii- 
tee  are  eompelled  to  recommend  to  the  House  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Auohed,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition. 

REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Zenon  Orso,  a  native  of  New  Or- 
leans, made  the  following  report,  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table : 

The  petitioner  states,  that,  tince  the  year  1809,  he 
has  purchased  of  John  D.  Becktell,  and  others,  mer- 
chants of  New  Orleans,  sundry  articles  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise, the  duties  on  which  he  was  informed,  and 
verily  beUeves,  have  been  paid.  That  the  merchandise, 
thus  purchased,  at  sundry  times,  was  shipped  on  board 
the  coasting  schooner  Victoire,  to  the  town  of  Mobile, 
in  that  part  of  Louisiana,  of  which  possession  had  not 
been  delivered  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Statea, 
and  there  landed  the  said  merchandise,  and  disposed 
of  a  part  of  the  same.  The  petitioner  also,  fiiither 
states,  that,  towards  theendof  NovenU>er,  1810,  it  was 
geneially  believed,  that  a  certain  Reuben  Kemper, 
with  others  associated  with  him,  had  formed  a  plan  for 
taking,  plundering,  and  burning  the  said  town  of  Mo- 
bile. The  petitioner,  apprehending  an  attack  on  the 
said  town,  embarked  for  the  county  of  Baldwin,  near 
Fort  Stoddert,  carrying  with  him,  in  the  said  schooner 
Victoire,  his  family,  and  the  merchandise  which  re- 
mained unsold ;  the  articles  of  which  are  ennmezmted 
in  the  invoice  annexed  to  this  petition.  On  the  ani- 
val  of  which  merchandise,  at  the  port  of  Port  Stod- 
dert, the  petitioner  reported  to  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Mobile,  who  compelled  him  to  enter  the  same, 
and  give  bond  for  the  payment  of  duties  on  the  saose. 
The  petitioner  prays  to  be  relieved  from  the  payment 
of  the  said  bond,  amounting  to  upwards  of  six  hnndxed 
dollars. 

The  committee,  on  mature  consideration  of  this  oaea, 
are  impressed  with  the  opinion,  that  they  have  not  ju- 
risdiction over  the  same.  They  think  that  it  belongs, 
properly,  to  the  cognisance  of  Uie  judiciary.  The  pe- 
titioner coooplains  that  he  has  been  compelled,  by  the 
collector  at  Fort  Stoddert,  to  execute  a  bond  contrary 
to  law,  for  the  payment  of  duties  on  certain  merchan- 
dise, not  liable  to  pay  duties.  The  case  is  briefly  this: 
the  merchandise  subjected  to  duty,  he  says,  he  pur- 
chased of  John  D.  Beoktell,  and  others,  at  New  Or^ 
leans,  in  tho  years  1809  and  1810,  the  duties,  previovsly 
to  his  purchasing  the  same,  having  been  paid.  That, 
I  in  the  year  1809  he  moved,  and  carried  with  him  to 
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the  town  of  Mobile,  the  acnAepdiie  thfla  pnreheeed ; 
and  that  at  Muniij  times  afterwards,  in  the  year  1810, 
he  recetTed  at  the  Ust  mentioned  place,  other  articles 
of  merchandise,  purohssed  of  the  said  John  D.  Bet^- 
tell,  and  others ;  and  that  he  resided  at  the  town  of 
MohUe,  till  the  latter  end  of  Novraiber,  1810 ;  at  which 
time,  api^hendingan  attack  on  the  town,  by  aoertain 
Benben  &emper  and  others,  he  remoYod,  with  the  mer- 
chandise then  unsold,  to  the  county  of  Baldwin,  near 
Fort  StoddcrL  If  the  petitioner  has  been  oonstiained, 
illegally,  to  secure  the  duties  on  the  aboTe-mentkmed 
merchandise,  the  courts  of  law  ere  open  to  the  peti- 
tioner lor  relief;  to  them  he  ought  U»  resort  The  pe- 
titioner can  fiurly  bring  his  ease  to  a  judicial  examina- 
tion and  decision,  by  refusing  to  pay  the  bond,  executed 
by  him  to  secure  the  duties  lo  the  United  States.  It 
is  the  province  of  the  LegislaUire  to  enact  laws,  but 
not  to  expound  and  enfinee  them.  Happily  for  this 
nation,  these  solemn  duties  are  confided  to  separate 
and  distinct  departments.  The  committee  can  never 
be  brought  to  oonntenanee  an  usurpation  of  power,  by 
any  of  their  acts.  The  demarkations  which  the  Gon- 
etitution  has  fixed  and  assigned  to  the  several  co-ordi- 
nate branches  of  the  Government,  vrill  be  seduonsly 
kept  in  view.  They  wiU  never  pass,  knowingly,  the 
barrier  jprescribed  1^  the  Constitution  to  their  ftinc- 
thms.  These  considerations,  they  conceive,  sufficiently 
juetiiy  them  in  recommending  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  refuse  the  interposition  of  its  extraordi- 
■aiy  powen,and  the  propriety  of  leaving  the  petitioner 
to  his  lemedy  at  law.  But,  shouM  the  House  deem 
this  jpesition  not  eolid,  end  require  a  report  on  the  mer- 
ilBof  the  eaee ;  in  order  to  meet  with  promptitude  such 
a  requisition,  and  to  prevent  delay,  the  committee  beg 
leave  to  oflfor  the  following  views  on  the  merits  of  the 
daim  of  the  petitioner,  to  a  remission  of  the  duties : 

On  a  full  and  deliberate  examination  of  this  case, 
Ihis  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  relief  ought  not  to 
be  granted.  The  reasons  which  have  led  them  to  form 
this  opinion,  are  the  following :  The  petitioner,  who 
states  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  knew, 
at  the  time  that  he  removed  from  New  Orleans,  with 
the  avowed  intention  of  taking  his  stand,  of  residing 
at  the  town  of  Mobile,  and  carrying  on  theie  the  bu- 
of  a  merchant,  that  the  town  of  Mobile  was  in 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  subject,  while  they 
it,  to  the  laws  of  Spain. 

He  had  voluntarily  removed  himself  from  the  juris- 
dfotion  of  the  laws  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  had  re- 
linquished during  such  residenoe  there,  all  chum  to  the 
pfivilegee  which  they  import.  Had  he  eommitted, 
while  he  resided  there,  an  ollence,  which  was  punisha- 
ble by  the  Spanish  laws,  he  would  have  been  amenable 
tothem  1  Had  he  imported  merchandise  there,  it  would 
likewise  have  been  sulject  to  the  Uriff  of  the  fi^flanidi 
cnsloms,  and  the  duties  arising  from  the  same,  would 
have  gone  to  tfie  Spanish  treasniy.  These  are  posi- 
tfoas  the  committee  take  to  be  undeniable ;  no  excep- 
tion  can  be  made  to  them  ;  nor  can  tike  petitioner  avail 
to  himself  any  advantage,  bv  alleging,  that  the  town 
of  Mobile,  was  a  part  of  Louisiana ;  because,  although 
Ite  town  in  foot  was  part  of  the  territory  belonging  to 
ttM  United  States,  yet  the  possession  of  it  had  not  been 
obtained  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  from 
that  of  Spain. 

During  the  forcible  detainer  of  the  town  of  Mobile, 
by  the  Spanish  Government,  that  of  the  United  States 
eould  view  it  in  no  other  light,  than  as  being,  during 
the  possession  theieof  by  the  Spaniards,  for  all  pur- 
poses of  commeroe  and  intoroourse,  a  place  under  the 


jurisdiction  of  a  foreign  nation.  Had  the  Oovemment 
of  the  United  States  considered  it  in  any  otho*  point 
of  view,  the  town  of  Mobile  would  have  been  the  em- 
porium of  foreign  merchandise  for  the  snnounding 
country,  and  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  would 
have  been  defrauded  of  the  duties  arising  on  their 
importation.  If  these  reasons  be  sound,  and  the  com- 
mittee are  persuaded  that  they  are  so,  the  petitioner 
can  have  no  just  cause  for  complaining  that  the  mer^ 
chandise,  which  he  removed  from  the  town  of  Mobile, 
to  the  county  of  Baldwin,  has  been  subjected  to  the 
payment  of  duties  to  the  IJniled  States.  Should  this 
ground,  however,  prove  to  be  untenable,  which  the 
committee  apprehend  is  not  likely  to  be  done;  another 
consideration  of  which  the  petitioner's  case  is  eneeep- 
tible,  will  place  it  beyond  every  hope  of  redrees,  and 
show,  in  the  strongest  manner,  that,  by  granting  relief 
all  the  just  rules  whidi  reason  and  law  sanction,  would 
be  violated. 

The  petitioner,  in  substantiating  his  claim  to  have 
the  duties  remitted,  which  he  hes  been  oompelled  to 
secure  to  the  United  Stotes,  by  the  coUeder  of  Fett 
Stodderty  insists  much  on  this  foct,  that  the  meedma- 
dise,  on  which  the  duties  have  been  paid,  was  pur- 
chased of  certain  merchante  in  New  Orleans,  on  which 
the  duties,  previous  to  his  purchasing  the  same,  had 
been  paM  to  the  United  States.    This  statement,  and 
the  confident  reliance  of  the  petitioner  on  h,  to  make 
good  his  claim,  requires  some  examination.    To  pat- 
form  which  task,  the  committee  are  necessarily  com- 
fM^ed  to  analyze  the  evidence  offered  by  the  petitioner. 
The  deposition  of  John  D.  Becktell,  taken  esc  onr/e, 
amounts  to  this,  that  ceitain  merchandise,  specined  in 
the  invoice  annexed  to  the  petition,  was  purchased  of 
him  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  years  1809  and  1810,  but 
it  does  not  prove  that  the  merchandise  which  was  re- 
moved in  1810^  by  the  petitioner,  in  the  schooner  Yie- 
toire,  a  coasting  vessel  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
afiNTonentioned  county  of  Bsldwin,  was  the  same  mer* 
chandise  which  had  been  purchaeedof  him  in  theyeaia 
1809  and  1810.    Nor  vras  it  possible  for  the  deponent 
to  do  so.    How  could  he  depose  to  the  idsntity  of  the 
artides  of  merdiandise^  after  such  a  lapse  of  tinMl 
Could  not  the  town  of  Mobile  be  fiunidtad  in  the  ooorw 
of  trade,  with  the  like  articles,  from  no  other  person 
than  the  deponent;  from  no  other  place  than  New 
Orieans  t    The  attempt  to  prove  the  foct  as  stated, 
would  be  proving  too  mudi ;  it  would  be  proving  a 
thing,  if  not  impossible,  that  was  at  least  highly  im- 
probable.   The  fact,  then,  that  the  merchandise  which 
was  removed  to  the  aforementioned  county  of  Baldwin, 
was  a  part  of  the  same  specified  in  the  invoice,  and 
which  was  purdiased  as  aforementioned,  is  prored  only 
by  the  statoment  and  averment  of  the  petitioner  alone. 
TliiB  testimotty  is  inadmissible ;  It  is  contrary  to  all 
the  rules  of  enlightened  jurioprudenoe,  that  the  paity 
interested  should  be  a  witness;  nay,  the  sole  witness 
in  his  own  cause.    The  committee  do  not  intend,  by 
their  mode  of  examining  thii  ease,  to  implicato  dm 
characters  of  the  petitioner,  or  the  deponent.    Theee 
are  persons  unknown  to  them ;  and  they  deprecate 
notbong  more  than  the  infliction  of  injuiy  on  the  foel- 
ings  and  characters  of  those  who  shall  pass  in  their 
view  and  reTiew,  while  performing  the  sacred  office  of 
judges.    To  keep  the  scales  of  justice  in  equipoise,  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  citizen,  is  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  the  committee.    To  efieetuato  thb  object,  always 
desirable,  but  of  difficult  atteinment,  the  freedom  of 
discussion  is  essentiaL    Truth  cannot  be  arrived  at 
wMiottt  the  vigoroQs  and  free  exerciee  and  exertion  of 
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ih/B  Acultiiwi  of  tho  mind.  Her  lights  jnust  be  elieited, 
like  fparke  from  the  flint;  to  those  belong  the  property 
to  animatji  and  to  cherish,  and,  when  just  cause  and 
imperious  neoes/uty  shall  require,  to  blast,  or  to  con- 
sume. 

For  these  reasons,  the  committee  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  foUowing  resolution : 

Baohedt  That  the  petitioner  baTS  lea^e  to  withdraw 
petition. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  to 
compromise  the  claims  to  lands  itk  the  Mississippi 
Territory. 

Mr.  Alston's  amendment,  proposing  to  strike 
out  of  the  4th  section,  the  words  *'  a  sufficient 
legal  release  of  all  such  claim  or  claims  to.  the 
United  States,"  and  insert "  such  sufficient  release 
as  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  President  of  the  United 
States,"  being  still  under  consideration — 

Messrs.  Oaklet  and  Fisk,  of  New  York,  oppo- 
sed its  adoption,  and  Mr.  Alston  supported  it. 

Tbe  question  on  Mr.  Alston's  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negatire.  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Tancet  moved  to  add  the  following  pro* 
▼ISO  to  the  end  of  tbe  4th  section ! 

"  Provided  further,  That  no  person  or  persons,  ma- 
king payment  for  lands  in  certificates  authorized  to  be 
issued  by  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  discount  for 
prompt  payment,  now  allowed  by  law  to  purchasers  of 
public  lands." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.  Barnett  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting a  newsectioaas  the  8th  section  of  tbe  bill, 
as  follows: 

6xc.  8.  And  be  iifiuiher  enadedf  That  no  <Higi- 
sial  grantee  or  grantse«»tiieir  heirs  or  devisees,  or  any 
person  or  perMns  concerned  in,  or  privy  to,  the  fraud 
m  the  original  contraet,  or  any  one  claiming  under 
them,  having  notice  of  the  fraud  at  the  time  of  pur- 
chase, shall  be  entitled  to  any  benefit  arising  from  the 
provisions  of  this  bill,  but  all  such  claims  slmll  accrue 
to  the  United  States." 

This  proposition  produced  considerable  discns- 
moD,  in  wmoh  Messrs.  Oaklbt,  Barnbtt,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  Wriobt,  GhftUNor,  Wbbstbr, 
PiCKBws,  Jaokson  of  Virginia,  FtSK  of  Vermont, 
and  Sharp,  took  a  part. 

Mr.  Shabp,  of  Kentucky,  took  ooeasion  to  ex- 
press his  opinions  respecting  the  principle  of  the 
hilL  He  reprobated,  m  an  enei^tic  and  eloquent 
manner,  the  fraud  of  the  original  purchase,  and 
invoked  the  House  not  to  sanction  so  corrupt  a 
transaction,  and  prostrate  the  principles  of  justice 
Itself,  from  motives  of  expediency  and  policy. 

Mr.  Robbrtsok,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the 
amendment.  He  likewise  reiterated  the  reasons 
he  had  t>efore  submitted  in  support  of  the  bill  in 
its  present  shape ;  and  disclaimed  for  himself  any 
intention,  either  directl)r  or  indirectly,  to  ^ive 
eountenance  to  the  original  fraud.  His  object 
was  to  extend  relief  to  innocent  and  uncontam- 
inated  sufferers,  who,  but  for  the  compromise 
eoatemplatedy  would  be  involved  in  uadinerved 


ruin,  and  to  that  ruin  he  wouH  not  consent  to 
abandon  them. 

Mr.  Jaokson,  of  Virginia,  briefly  replied  to  Mr. 
Sharp,  and  vindicated  his  reasons  for  advocating 
the  bili. 

Mr.  NblsoNj  of  Virffinia,  explained  concisely 
some  of  the  opinions  advanced  by  him  yesterday 
against  the  bill,  and  replied  to  the  several  gentle- 
men on  ttie  other  side.  He  likewise  disclaimed 
any  design  to  impeach  the  motives  of  those  gen- 
tlemen who  advocated  the  bill. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  spoke  with  much  zeal 
against  tbe  amendment,  ne  said  that,  while  the 
liouse  was  unanimously  condemning  the  fraud 
of  the  first  purchase,  the  proposed  amendment, 
by  requiring  an  oath  to  entitle  claimants  to  in* 
demnification,  was,  in  effect,  offering  a  bribe  to 
swear  falsely.  He  entered  at  some  length,  also, 
into  an  investigation  of  the  policy  of  the  bill, 
which  he  supported. 

Mr.  Barnbtt,  of  Creorgia,  replied  to  Mr.  Ftac, 
and  again  urged  the  propriety  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  followed  in  support  of 
the  amendment,  and  adduced  various  considera* 
tions  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Grolson,  of  Virginia,  made  a  few  remarks 
on  tbe  amendment  and  on  the  bill.  He  said  the 
claims  which  gave  rise  to  the  bill  were  founded 
on  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  so  often 
alluded  to,  yet^  in  all  the  classes  of  claimants 
comprehended  m  the  proposed  amendment,  not 
a  case  could  be  found  similar  to  the  case  decided 
by  the  Court.  He  took  occasion  also  to  disclaim, 
in  a  remark  he  made  yesterday,  and  which  haii 
been  noticed  in  the  course  of  debate,  any  inten- 
tion to  wound  the  feelings  of  gentlemen  in  favor 
of  the  compromise,  or  to  reflect  on  their  mo- 
tives 

Mr.  Oaklet,  of  New  York,  replied  to  Mr. 
Gh OLSON,  so  far  as  respected  his  allusion  to  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court;  which  decision 
be  explained,  and  illustrated  in  an  argumentative 
and  perspicuous  manner.  He  likewise  touched 
upon  and  advocated  the  validity  of  the  act  ma- 
king the  original  Yazoo  grant,  and  the  conse- 
quent nullity  of  the  rescinding  act ;  which  opin- 
ion he  supported  by  the  great  principle  of  the 
Constitution  that  declares  no  State  shall  pass  a 
law  to  impair  the  obligation  of  contracts,  Ac. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  BABNBTr'a 
amendment,  and  lost.  For  the  amendment  71, 
against  it,  86,  as  follows  : 

TxAs — Messn.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bard, 
Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bnrwell,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Grouch,  Cuth-- 
bert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Du- 
vaIl,Earle,  Eppes,  Eysds,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholeon, 
Goodwyn,  Goordin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Hawesy 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentud^,  Kennedy, 
Kerr,  Lefierts,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Ringgold, 
Roane,  8age,  Seybert,  8harp^8mith  of  Pennsylvania^ 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stan&rd,  Btxong,  Tannehill,  TeUair, 
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Troup,  Udree,  Wbitohill^  Wilion  of  PennfylTania,  mod 
Wright 

Natb — ^Messn.  Archer,  Ayery,  Baylies  of  Mmsia- 
diQiettt,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breck- 
enridge,  Brigham,  Butler,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark, 
Comstock,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Daven- 
port, Davis  of  MasMchaaetta,  Ely,  Findley,  Fiak  of 
Vermont,  Fiak  of  New  York,  Forney,  Gaaton,  Geddea, 
Grosvenor,  Harris,  Haabrouck,  Howell,  Hufty,  Inring, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent 
of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kershaw,  Kilbonm, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffit,  Mont- 
gomery, Moseley,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pickens,  Pitkin,  Post,  PotUr,  John  Reed,  William 
Reed,  Rich,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Robertson,  Ruggles, 
Sherwood,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmsdge,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of 
New  JerseT,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  WUcox,  Wil- 
liams, Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wood,  and 
Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Oaklit,  to  amend 
the  third  section  of  the  bill,  by  inserting  the  fol- 
io wiog  proviso,  to  come  in  as  the  first  proviso  of 
that  section : 

*  Provided^  That  every  person  having  claim  under 
either  of  the  said  companies,  and  entitled  to  indemni^ 
by  virtue  of  Uus  act,  ikall  receive  such  indamnity  only 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  such  claim." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmatire. 

Alter  the  proviso  which  eommeaces  in  the  27th 
line  of  the  second  section,  so  as  to  read,  ^'  and  pro- 
vided, also." 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Oakley,  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  new  section,  to  come 
in  between  the  seventh  and  eighth  sections,  as 
follows: 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  fisrther  enacted.  That,  when- 
ever the  legal  estate  in  an^  of  the  aaid  lands  (suppos- 
ing the  said  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ueor- 
gia,  of  the  7th  of  January,  179(^  had  been  valid  and 
effectual)  shall  bo  vested  in  any  person  or  persons  who, 
at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
guardian  or  guardians  of  such  person  or  persona,  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  of  the  lawa  of  the  respective 
States  in  wldch  sudi  person  or  persons  may  reside,  to 
ezeeute  for  and  in  behalf  of  such  perM>n  or  perMns, 
and  depoaite  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  United  States,  the  release,  assignment,  and  power, 
mentioned  in  the  firat  section  of  this  act ;  which  aaid 
release,  assignment,  and  power,  so  executed  and  de- 
posited, as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  good 
and  efilbctual,  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

And  the  qoestion  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
a&mative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ingham^  to  amend 
the  third  section  of  the  bill,  by  sinking  oat 
these  words:  "Out  of  the  first  moneys  in  the 
^  Treasury  of  the  United  States  arising  from  the 
^  sales  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
'  tory,  after  the  money  due  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
'  gia,  and  the  expenses  of  surveying  auch  lands, 
^  Have  been  saiisned ;"  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  to  in- 
sert the  following:  "in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  fourth  section  of  this  act." 


And  the  qaestion  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Pickers,  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  the  end  of  the  eighth 
section,  as  adopted,  the  following  words  : 

<<  That  in  case  of /emmet  eooert  claiming  lands  nn- 
der  the  act,  or  pretended  act,  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
aforesaid,  passed  the  7th  day  of  Januaiy,  1795,  it  ah^ 
be  lawful  for  the  husband  and  wife  to  join  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  release,  assignment,  and  tranafer,  men- 
tioned in  the  firat  aection  of  thia  act,  and  that  such 
release,  assignment,  and  transfer,  shaU  be  good  and 
effi^ual  as  as  to  the  interest  of  audi  wifo  :  Provided, 
That  the  release,  assignment,  and  tranafer,  executed 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  acknowledged  before  a  judge  or 
justice  of  a  court  of  record,  and  ahall  have  the  attesta- 
tion of  auch  judge  or  justice,  certifying  that,  on  the 
separate  examination  of  the  wife,  she  acknowledged 
that  she  had  fi'eely  and  voluntaiiiy  execoted    the 


same. 


And  the  qaestion  being  takeui  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr-  Oaklet,  the  bill  waa  farther 
amended,  by  striking  oat  the  word  "  August,"  in 
the  first  and  second  sections,  and  inserting  the 
word  "January.'' 

A  motion  was  made,  bjr  Mr.  Grdmdt,  to  amend 
the  third  section^  by  striking  out  the  following 
words,  contained  m  the  3d  and  4th  lines:  "  or  (h 
any  or  them,  as  are  hereinbefore  prescribed,"  and 
insert  the  following  words :  *'  to  the  amount  of  at 
least  nine-tenths  of  the  whole  lands  claimed  by 
virtue  of  the  sales  made  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Gkorgia,  to  the  respective  companiea 
hereafter  enumerated." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Oaklbt,  to  amend 
the  amendment  offered  hr  Mr.  Qrundt,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  ^^nine,"  and  inserting  ^*stx." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  d^er- 
mined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Wbioht,  to 
amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  ChurnoT, 
by  striking  out  the  word  '*  nine,"  and  inserting 
**  eight." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter* 
mined  in  the  negati?e. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  yree  to  the 
said  amendment,  and  passed  in  the  aflfrmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Oaklit,  to 
add  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  GracnnT, 
and  last  adopted,  the  roUowing  words :  **  exclu* 
aire  of  auch  claima  to  the  said  lands  as  shall  hare 
vested  in  the  United  States  by  the  opeiatioa  of 
law." 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Alstoh,  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  ^  who,"  in 
the  twenty-eighth  line  of  the  third  section,  the  fol- 
io wing  words:  ^  by  themselves,  their  agents,  or 
partners." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Qbunot,  to  add  a 
proviso  to  the  end  of  the  third  section,  in  the  fol- 
lowing worda: 
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-Andf  provided  abot  That  no  certiieate  of  atock 
Aall  iwoe  until  at  least  nme-tentiia  of  the  elaiina  de- 
jmd  tttder  tha  talea  made  by  the  State  of  Georgia, 
ezdunve  of  such  claims  to  the  said  lands  as  shall  have 
Tested  in  the  United  States  by  operation  of  law,  shall 
have  been  surrendered  and  duly  rrieasedy.as  required 
by  this  act," 

And  the  qoestion  beiog  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negatire. 

A  motion  was  made,  bj  Mr.  Yancbt,  to  amend 
the  bill,  br  striking  out  from  the  word  *^  claims," 
in  the  3d  line  of  the  8th  section  of  the  bill  as  sent 
fiom  the  Senate,  to  the  end  of  that  section,  and 
inserting  the  followiog  words:  "within  the  time 
'  and  upon  the  conditions  meatiened  in  this  act, 
'  they  shall  be  forever  thereafter  preeladed  of  the 
'  benefit  of  the  said  compomise." 

And  the  qoestion  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
miAed  in  the  ne^atire* 

Mr*  QA0Tgjf  said  be  was  ooMcioQs  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Honee  ware  impaiieiit  fot  a  decision 
U|»OB  the  bill,  and  would  recelvo  with  rekntaaee 
ao7  pro^osstiofi  to  amend  it.    Bot  he  felt  it  a 
duty  emi^iatlealiy  to  dcckire  his  disappvobatton 
of  a  principle  eoatained  in  one  of  the  sections  of 
the  1^11,  and  he  knew  of  no  mode  by  which  this 
mtention  could  be  so  effectually  executed  as  by 
moving  to  strike  out  that  section.    Whatever 
mi^t  be  the  result  of  this  motion,  earnestly  as 
he  wished  it  to  succeed,  he  should  vote  in  favor 
of  the  bill.    He  should  give  this  vote  because  of 
his  oonviction  that  the  public  peace  and  the  pros- 
perity of  an  extensive  territory  demanded  that  a 
dnc^eerofis  controversy  should  be  quieted^  and  the 
ezamination  of  the  committee  rendered  rt  almost 
oertain  thai  the  bill  would  produce  this  salutary 
eoBscquence.    The  bill  holds  forth  an  offer  of 
compTomise  to  the  claimants  under  the  act  of 
deorig^,  which  we  have  reason  to  believe  will 
be  generally  if  not  universally  accepted.    The 
compromise  would  probably  be  more  advantage- 
ous to  tbem  than  the  assertion  of  a  doubtful  and 
deservedly  odious  claita.    It  assuredly,  in   his 
jodgment,  was  less  injurious  to  the  nation  thaa 
tbe  possibility  that  this  claim  might  be  hereafter 
asserced  with  effect. 

That  a  reasonable  time  shoald  be  allowed  to 
the  clainuuits  to  determine  on  the  aeeepiance  or 
rejeetioo  of  this  proposition,  and  that  ail  that  de- 
dsned  sweeptance  within  the  prescribed  period, 
shottld  be  exoluded  from  the  oenefit  of  it,  was 
perfectly  correct.  He  ap|irovsd  also  of  the 
aaeeodiDent  which  had  been  incorporated  into  the 
bill)  forbidding  atl  compromise  unless  nine-tenths 
of  the  elafmants  should  embrace  it.  But  the 
eiabtb  section  (said  Mr.  GL)  undertakes  to  do 
wntat  I  cannot  sanction.  In  substance,  it  declares 
that  chose  who  will  not  accede  to  the  compro- 
shall  forfeit  their  claims  to  the  land  derived 


oader  the  act  of  Georgia.  I  will  not  say  that  you 
have  not  the  power  to  legislate  to  this  effect ;  but 
I  dix>  eay^  if  you  have  the  power,  the  exercise  of 
it  is  arbitrary  and  despotic.  You  are  not,  indeed, 
fettered  as  the  Legislature  of  (Georgia  by  consti- 
tutianal    prohibitions  to  impair  the  obligation  of 

acta,  but  you  are  bound  by  tbe  fundamental 
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maxims  of  justice  not  to  snnibilate  vested  rights  - 
without  the  consent  of  those  to  whom  they  apper- 
tain. The  principle  involved  in  this  section  is 
as  tyrannical  as  that  which  characterized  tbe 
repealing  and  (as  the  Supreme  Court  has  pro- 
nounced) the  void  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Cfeor- 
gia.  You  in  fact  say  to  the  claimants,  '*  if  you 
will  not  accept  of  what  we  choose  to  give^  what 
jrou  have  shall  be  taken  away."  The  prmciple 
IS  monstrous«-I  protest  against  it,  and  to  record 
that  protest  move  you  that  the  eighth  section  be 
stricken  out. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Hall,  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  from  the  words  ^  use  of,** 
in  tbe  10th  line  ofthe  sixth  section,  to  the  end  of 
that  section,  and  to  insert  the  following  words : 
^  Such  person  or  persons  as  were,  at  that  time,  or 
now  are,  seized  in  fee  ofthe  title,  and  shall  be,  and 
hereby  are,  declared  to  be  holden  and  liable  to 
refund  and  pay  the  amount  to  such  person  or 
persons,  or  their  legal  representatives.  And  the 
Commissioners  herein  named,  for  the  use  ofthe 
United  States,  shall  deduct  the  amount  of  the 
money  so  withdrawn,  from  the  sums  whicb  may 
be  allowed  in  the  compromise  herein  contem-* 
plated  with  persons  claiming  under,  and  deriv- 
ing  title  from,  any  original  grantee  or  grantees, 
their  associates,  or  agents,  in  proportion  to  the 
respective  sums  which  have  been  drawn  by  or 
in  the  name  of  such  company  or  companies,  or 
by  any  person  under  them,  in  terms  o(  the  afore- 
said act  of  the  State  of  Qeorgia." 
And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

Finally,  the  question  was  stated  on  engrossing 
the  amendments,  and,  toffetber  with- the  bill,  b^ 
ins  passed  to  a  third  reading;  when 

Mr.  Pickens,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  leave 
substantially  to  state  the  reasons  which  would 
govern  him  in  voting  against  the  bill.  He  then 
took  a  brief  view  of  tbe  subject,  and  declared  his 
belief  in  the  expedienoy  and  propriety  of  a  com- 
promise ;  but  the  bill  was  defective,  he  said,  in 
certain  particulars,  which,  in  his  opinion,  ren- 
dered its  passage  improper,  and  which  could  not 
be  rem^ied  at  this  late  hour,  even  thoug4i  he 
were  able  to  frame  the  necessary  amendments. 
The  question,  as  stated  above,  was  then  taiien, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  For  engrossing 
85,  against  it  65. 

Satubuay,  March  2^ 

Mr.  Ino£RBoll,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, made  a  report  on  the  petition  ofthe  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Jefferson  College,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 

tbe  table. 

Mr.  WEBSTsa,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 
the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  sufferers  by  the 
late  destructive  fire  in  that  town,  praying  to  be 
allowed  to  transport  lime  by  waur  from  tbe  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,  to  enable  them  to  rebuild  their 
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houses ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  with  instructioDs  to  bring  in  a  bill 
confiormabie  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition — Messrs. 
Webster,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Forsyth, 
Wood,  and  Kennedy,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  resolution  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  refer- 
red on  the  21st  of  December  last;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  messsge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill  "  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  (General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  therein  men- 
tioned,'' with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and,  together  with 
the  billy  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "to  authorize  two 
lotteries  in  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia," 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
addressed  to  him,  enclosing  the  certificate  of  the 
election  of  Joseph  H.  Hawkins,  to  serre  in  this 
House,  as  one  of  the  members  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  in  the  place  of  Henry  Clay,  resigned. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ellectioas. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  asking  a  further  conference 
upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  16th  amendment  made 
by  this  House  to  the  bill  *'  for  the  better  organ- 
izing, paying,  and  supplying,  the  Army  of  the 
United  States.''    When, 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  to  attend  the  conference 
on  the  said  disagreeiog  votes,  made  a  report; 
which  was  read:  Whereupon, 

jReiolvedy  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  re- 
quest of  the  Senate  for  a  further  conference  upon 
the  subject-matter  of  the  said  16th  amendment, 
and  that  Messrs.  Troup,  TALLMADOE,and  Desha, 
be  managers  at  the  same,  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 

A  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  forappoint- 
ittff  a  joint  committee  to  establish  permanent 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  printing  of  the  two 
Houses  was  taken  up,  and,  being  amended,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  by  adding 
the  words  "  supply  of  stationery,"  to  the  resolu- 
tion ;  it  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ordered 
on  the  part  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  Dassed  a  bill  ^*  for  the  relief 
of  David  Porter,  ana  his  officers  and  crews;" 
also,  a  bill  ^'authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  to  exchange  a  certain  parcel  of 
land  in  the  city  of  New  York,  for  other  lands  in 
the  same  city,  or  its  vicinity,"  in  which  bills  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  conferees  on  the  part  of 
the  House,  appointed,  this  day,  to  attend  a 
further  conference  with  the  conferees  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate^  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 


two  Houses  on  the  bill  *^  for  the  better  oigaDising, 
paying,  and  supplying  the  Army  of  the  Unitdl 
States;"  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and 
adopted  by  the  House. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  for  the  indemnifi- 
cation of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,"  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  and  the  question  was  stated:  "Shall 
the  bill  pass?"  Whereupon, 

Mr.  PiOKBNS  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  thereto  the  following  words,  by  way  of 
rider: 

^And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  penons 
claiming  lands  under  the  aforesaid  act,  or  pretended 
act,  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  paaaed  January  die  7th, 
1796,  shall  prodace  all  the  evidences  of  their  cJatms  on 
or  bdbre  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  depodfte 
the  same  in  the  offioe  of  the  SecieCaiy  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  examination  of  the  Commiarioii* 
era  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  aet»  and  for  the  pupose 
of  being  transcribed  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  por- 
pose.  And  all  peiaons  claiming  as  afaiesaid,  vrhoahall 
foil  to  produce  and  deposite  the  evidences  of  their 
claims,  as  herein  required,  shall  foifoit  all  snch  claims 
to  the  United  States ;  and  no  claim,  or  evidence  of 
claim,  not  so  produced  and  deposited  on  or  before  the 
day  mentioned  in  this  section,  shall  ever  he  admitted 
in  evidence  in  any  court  whatever,  against  any  title 
derived  from  the  United  States  : 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  short  diaeussion,  in 
which  Messrs.  Pickbhs,  Oaklbt,  Fisc  of  New 
York,  Wriobt,  Macon,  Oastom,  Stamford, 
Cdtubert,  and  Forstth,  took  part;  during 
which  Mr.  Stanforu  made  a  motion  to  commit 
the  bill  and  rider  to  a  select  committee,  which 
motion  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
rider  to  be  engrossed,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— ayes  60,  noes  71. 

Mr.  PicKRNS  then,  with  a  view  to  render  the 
bill  less  exceptionable  to  himself  and  others, 
moved  to  recommit  it  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  which  motion  was  lost  without  a  divi- 
sion. 
Tbe  bill  beinf  put  on  its  passage- 
Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  in  an  animated  speech 
of  more  than  half  an  hour,  opposed  its  passace. 
He  took  a  rapid  but  comprehensive  view  of  uie 
subject,  and  0]>posed  the  bill  on  grounds  both  of 
inexpediency  and  injustice. 

Mr.  Barmbtt,  of  Qeorgia,  followed  or  the 
same  side  of  the  question.  Having  been  an  eye* 
witness  of  the  ori^nal  fraud,  and  having  a  per- 
sonal knowledge  ol  all  its  enormity,  he  spo^e  in 
a  feeling  manner  of  that  transaction  and  of  its 
consequences,  dbc. 

Mr.  RiCBARDSOM,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  a 
short  time  in  support  of  the  bill  and  in  reply  lo 
gentlemen  who  opposed  it. 

Mr.  FoRSTTB;  of  Georgia,  replied  to  Mr.  Ricb- 
ARnsoN,  and  entered  again  into  an  investigation 
of  the  bill,  which  he  opposed  with  his  usual  force, 
not  from  the  just  abhorrence  he  felt  at  the  orig- 
inal oorruption  of  the  purchase,  because  that 


1925 


fflSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1926 


March,  1814. 


MUUia  Lam* 


H.  ofR. 


qaestion  was  laid  at  rest,  bat  from  a  coaviction 
of  the  iQezpedieney,  impolicy,  aad  inadequacy  of. 
the  bill  to  the  objects  coatemplated. 

Mr.  RoBBBTsoN,  of  Looisiaoa,  followed  ia  ao 
energetic  and  able  defence  of  the  bill ;  in  the 
course  of  which  he  replied  to  the  gentlemen  op- 
posed to  him,  took  a  succinct  and  lucid  riew  of 
the  subject,  and  enforced  and  illustrated  the 
▼arious  reasons  that  influenced  him  in  his  sup- 
port of  the  bill. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  stated  concisely  the 
reasons  which  would  ioduce  him  to  vote  against 
the  bill ;  and  declared  that  his  opposition  arose 
not  so  much  from  bis  hostility  to  a  compromi.se 
as  from  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  bill,  which 
he  deemed  insufficient  to  effect  its  object,  dbc. 

With  a  view  of  adducing  certain  facts  which 
had  come  into  his  possession,  and  which  might 
possibly  shed  some  light  on  the  subject,  Mr. 
Gholson.  of  Virginia,  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  supported  this 
motion,  and  took  occasion  to  deliver  his  senti- 
ments in  part  on  the  bill,  which  he  opposed. 

Mr.  LowNDBS,  of  South  Carolina,  made  a  few 
remarks  in  reply  to  an  observation  of  Mr.  Al- 
ston ;  when  the  question  was  taken  on  the  mo- 
tion to  commit  the  bill,  and  lost  without  a  divi« 
sion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
84,  nays  76,  as  follows: 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Avery,  Baylies  of  Massachosetts, 
Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbory,  Bradlsy,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Butler,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Comstoek, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chtiaetts»  Ely,  Findley ,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gourdin,  Giosvenor,  Hanson, 
Hasbioaek,  Howell,  Hufty,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King 
of  Masaacfausetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Mar- 
keU,  Miller,  Moffit,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Par- 
ker, Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Poet,  PotSeri  John 
Reed,  Wm.  Reed,  Rich,  RichardMn,  Ridgety,  Robert- 
son, Rnggles,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Sturges,  Tag- 
gart,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of 
Massechnsetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Whea- 
ton.  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachosetts,  Winter, 
Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

YsAB — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bur- 
well,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Benoyelles,  Desha,  Dnvali,  Earle,  Bppes,  Evans, 
Fanow,  ForsyUi,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Grif- 
fin, Gmndy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Humphreys,  Hun- 
gerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Kerr,  King  of  North  Caroiiiia,  Lefierts,  Lyie,  Macon, 
McCoy,  MeKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Mnrfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Plessants,  Rea  of 
Fonnsylvania,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Strong,  TannehiU,  Telfak,  Troup,  Udree,  WhitehUl, 
and  Wilflon  of  Pennsylvania. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  March  28. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire,  reported  a 
bill  to  provide,  during  the  continuanee  of  the 
present  embargo,  for  the  transportation  of  lime, 
by  water,  from  Thomastowa  and  Camden,  in  the 
District  of  Maine,  to  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hamp- 
shire ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  Da* 
vid  Porter,  and  his  officers,  "and  his  crews,"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  exchange  a  cer- 
tain parcel  of  land  in  the  city  of  New  York  for 
other  lands  in  the  same  city,  or  its  vicinity,"  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  read  the  third  time 
to-day.  The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  tney  have  passed  the  bill  "  for  the  re* 
lief  of  Edwin  T.  Satterwhite,  late  purser  of  the 
United  Sutes'  brig  Hornet,"  with  amendments, 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  amendments  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Brevard ;"  also,  a  bill  author- 
izing the  purchase  of  a  library  for  the  use  of  the 
Judges  or  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  The  first  mentioned  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims.  The  last 
mentioned  bill  was  read  twice, and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

MILITIA  LAWS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  militia  laws, 
which  was  read  through,  and  its  various  provis- 
ions were  explained  bv  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re- 
ported it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  an  amendment  was 
adopted  hj  the  Committee— fifty-four  votes  to 
forty— going  to  exempt  from  militia  duty  the 
Clerks  to  Congress  ilnd  to  the  several  depart- 
ments about  the  seat  of  Government. 

Considerable  discussion  then  took  place  on  an 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Jaokson,  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  authorize  the  (government  to  defray  the 
expenses  preparatory  to  and  during  the  assem- 
blage of  militia  called  out  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment—not  now  provided  for  by  law— in  the 
same  manner  as  is  provided  for  defraying  those 
accruing  after  their  assemblage  at  the  mace  of 
rendezvous.  The  amendment  was  warmly  advo- 
cated by  Mr.  Jaokson,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Rppes, 
and  Mr.  Nelson,  on  the  ground  that  the  expenses 
incident  to  calling  out  and  marching  the  militia 
on  the  requisition  of  the  proper  authority  to  its 
place  of  rendezvous,  constituted  as  just  a  claim 
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mgainsc  the  United  States  as  those  incarred  after- 
wards. It  was  said  that  a  constractimi  had  been 
giveii  at  the  War  Department  adverse  to  such 
claims ;  that  a  proyisioa  for  their  allowance  had 
been  recommended  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  erery  principle  of  jostice  and 
policy  sanctioned  the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 
The  chairman  of  the  Militia  Committee  and 
others  argned  that  it  was  impolitic  to  adopt  the 
amendment ;  that  it  would  sabject  the  <3oTern- 
ment  to  the  payment  of  improper  ezpenditores 
of  money,  and  that  its  retrospective  operation 
was  inadmissible.  The  objections  urged  a^inst 
that  provision  in  the  section  which  required  a 
payment  of  the  expenses  of  calling  oat  the  militia 
laauced  its  friends  to  consent  to  expunge  it, 
and  with  that  modification,  the  amendment  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  fifty-four  to  fortv-three. 
The  section,  as  agreed  to,  is  in  the  following 
words: 

And  be  it  Juriher  enaeiedf  That  the  expenses  in* 
corred  or  to  be  incurred  byniarching  the  militia  of  any 
State  or  Territory  of  the  United  Sutes  to  their  i^sces 
of  rendezvous,  in  puisnance  of  a  reqrantion  of  the 
Prendent  of  the  United  States,  or  which  shall  have 
been  or  may  be  incurred  in  cases  of  calls  made  by  the 
authority  of  any  State  or  Tenitoiy,  which  shall  have 
been  or  may  bo  approved  by  him,  shall  be  adjusted  and 
paid  in  like  manner  as  the  expenses  incurted  afker 
such  lendesvsus  on  the  requisition  of  the  PiesideBt  of 
the  United  States:  Promded^  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  conaideied  as  anthoiiiiBg  any  se- 
cies of  expenditure  previous  to  arriYing  at  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  which  ii  not  pioTided  by  existing  laws  to 
be  paid  for  after  such  rendezYOUs. 

Several  other  amendments  were  made  to  the 
bill,  which  were  reported  to  the  House  on  the 
risinff  of  the  Committee. 

When  the  first  of  these  amendments  came  be- 
fore the  House,  it  was  opposed  bv  Messrs.  Bar- 
MBTT  and  Hall,  of  Qeorgia,  on  the  ground  that 
the  perms  proposed  to  be  exempted  were  the 
best  paid,  best  fed,  and,  perhaps,  the  ablest  men 
in  the  District,  and,  considering  these  cnrcum- 
stanoes,  ought  to  be  the  last  exempted.  Mr.  Tat- 
LOR,  on  the  other  hauiL  supported  the  amend- 
ment, on  the  ground  of  the  convenience,  if  not 
absolute  necessity,  of  such  a  regulation  to  the 
correct  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  must  be  deranged  by  the  absence  of 
the  clerks  from  the  public  offices. 

Mr.  Taylor  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  ^ng  to  limit  the  exemption  to  the 
ordinary  routme  of  militia  duty  only. 

Messrs.  Bball,  of  Ohio,  and  Eppbb,  of  Virginia. 
and  others,  opposed  exemption  in  any  degree,  as 
wdl  on  the  principle  of  equal  righto  and  equal 
duties^  as  because  such  exemption  as  was  now 
proposed  would  have  a  tendency  to  break  up  the 
excellent  volunteer  companies  now  existing  in 
this  city,  dbc. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Jaokbon,  of  Yir- 
finia,  to  strike  out  the  whole  section  as  agreed  to 
in  Committee,  and  the  motion  prevailed  by  a 
large  majoritv«  So  the  House  determined  to  in- 
aert  in  the  bill  no  provision  on  the  subject. 


The  amendment  agreed  to  in  Committee  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Jacksoii,  of  Yirgiaia,  next 
came  under  consideration. 

Mr.  RicB;  of  Vermont,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  by  adding  to  it  a  provision  that  the 
expense  proposed  to  m  authorixed  to  be  defrayed 
by  the  Gbvemment,  should  be  limited  to  that  of 
transportation  of  baggage  of  the  militia.  To  this 
Mr.  Jackson  objected,  as  going  to  render  com- 
pletely nugatory  the  main  amendment ;  and  much 
discussion  took  place  on  it. 

On  Mr.  Rich  withdrawing  the  amendment, 
Mr.  Jacksom  consented  to  some  verbal  altemtioaa 
in  the  amendment,  as  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee, and  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  his 
amendment  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by 
yeas  and  nays— For  the  amendment  77,  agminst 
It  96. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


ToBsnAT,  March  29. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Joseph  H.  Hawkihs^ 
from  Kentucky,  appeared,  was  qualiied,  and  took 
his  seat,  in  the  place  of  Henrj  Clay,  resigned. 

Mr.  Kbht,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
*  to  authorize  two  lotteries  in  Georgetown,  Dis- 
trict of  Colnmbia,"  without  amendment.  The 
bill  was  then  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufiictures,  made  a  nport  on  tbn 
petition  of  the  Qovemors  of  the  New  York  Hos- 
pital ;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein 
contaiaed,  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  na 
follows : 

Removed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Trenaury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  reqoired  to  report  to  tjie 
House  of  Repreeentntives  of  the  United  Stales 
of  America,  at  their  next  session,  ilie  annunl 
amount  of  the  fbnd  Ibr  the  relief  of  sick  aad  dis- 
abled seamen ;  and,  also,  whether  the  same  ^ught 
to  be  increased,  and  the  mode  best  calculated,  if 
there  exist  a  necessity  for  increasing  the  same,  of 
effectuating  the  increase  of  that  fund. 

Mr.  Newton  also  reported  a  bill  fbr  the  relief 
of  Archibald  McCslI;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ml.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  agents  for  paying  military  pensions; 
which  was  read  twice,and  ordered  lobeengrmsed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LowNosa,  of  South  Carolina, 
the  bill  contiauiog  the  pay  of  the  officers,  san* 
men,  and  marines  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  having  passed  through  a  ComoLtttee  of 
the  Whole,  was,  without  objection,  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppbu^  it  was  resolved,  by  a 
large  majoritv,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  lo 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  an  earlier  raeetiig 
of  Congress  than  the  stated  period,  with  leave  lo 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
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'  A  message  ffon  the  Seiwte  informed  the  HoQse 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill  *'  to  reFive  and 
cootinae  io  foree  an  act  deciariog  the  assent  of 
CoDgresB  to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Mary- 
land and  Georgia ;"  in  which  they  ask  the  coa- 
earreoce  of  this  House. 

PETITION  OP  THOMAS  OWEN. 

Mr.  MooRE)  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Owen,  made  a 
report;.whica  was  read,  and  the  resolution  there* 
in  contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

Thftt  the  ^titionex  states,  that  he  is  a  msnn&ctttrer 
and  mechanic  by  pioiession,  and  a  natiYS  of  Ireland ; 
that  he  emigzated  from  that  country,  and  arrived  in 
the  State  of  Maryland,  in  the  year  1804,  with  a  Tiew 
of  becoming  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  that  he 
has  ever  since  resided  in  that  State,  and  married  a 
woman,  a  natiTC  thereof,  by.  whom  he  has  several 
children ;  that,  rinoe  his  arrival  in  this  conntiy,  he  has 
devoted  mach  of  his  time  to  the  erection  of  several 
Talnable  manufiictories  (in  which  he  is  eonoemed  in 
interest)  in  Baltimore  county,  in  the  State  aforesaid ; 
that  he  has  made  discoveries  in  mannlaetaring  hemp 
and  flax,  which  promise  to  be  advantageoua  to  the 
aation ;  that,  in  consequence  of  inoonect  infonnation 
•vslative  to  tiie  natunJisatsMi  lews,  he  was  under  the 
aapsearion  that  they  required  a  rssideQce  of  eight  years 
in  the  United  Statee  previous  to  a  ibreigBer  bemg  per^ 
osittad  to  take  any  ste^  towards  beuig  nataraUaed ; 
that,  confiding  in  the  information  thus  received,  he 
never  made  a  declaration  of  his  intention  to  becomes 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  as  required  by  law,  and 
in  consequence  thereof  although  he  had  resided  in  the 
State  of  Manrland  neariy  eight  yesis  previous  to  the 
late  declaration  of  war  agahist  Great  Britain,  he  is 
piechided  from  the  bensAt  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  30th  July,  1813.  Under  this  statement  of  his  case, 
(whidi  the  committee  believe  to  be  correct,)  the  peti« 
tioaer  wishes  a  law  to  be  passed  to  naturalize  him. 
By  virtae  of  the  proviaioBs  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  6th  July,  1798,  the  petitioner  ''is  liable  to  be  ap- 
prehended, lestmined,  secured,  and  removed,  as  an 
alien  enemy;"  and  although  Mr.  Owen  appears  to  be 
a  man  of  fair  and  unsuspected  character,  yet  the  com- 
mittee think  it  would  be  impolitic  and  inexpedient  to 
exempt  him  from  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  6th 
July,  1798,  by  passing  a  law  for  his  nataralization. 
The  committee  also  think  there  should  be  very  etrong 
circumstances  to  induce  the  Legislature,  in  any  case, 
to  pase  a  ^etal  act  of  naturalisation,  when  there  are 
geneial  laws  on  the  subject.  They,  therefore,  are 
clearly  of  opinion,  that  the  prayer  of  the  pedtionsr,  eo 
for  as  it  asks  for  a  qpedal  act  of  naturalisation,  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  petitioner,  however,  wishes,  in  case  Congress 
should  think  it  inexpedient  to  pase  an  aot  for  his  natu- 
ralization, that  a  law  may  be  enacted  to  authorize  a 
patent  to  issue  to  him  for  the  diacoveiies  he  has  made 
m  the  manufocture  of  hemp  and  flax.  On  this  pwit 
the  committee  ihould  not  hesitate  to  report  favorably, 
if  they  were  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  provLrion 
for  the  case  by  existing  laws.  The  act  of  CongroM  of 
the  Slflt  February,  1798,  entitfed  "An  act  to  promote 
tile  piogress  of  useful  arts,  and  to  repeal  the  act  here- 
tofore made  for  that  purpose,"  confines.  It  is  true,  tfie 
benefito  of  patents  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  by  thw  law  the  case  of  Mr.  O^en  is  not  provided 


for.  But  by  the  aot  of  the  17th  Apsil,  1800,  eatiaed 
^  An  act  to  extend  the  privilege  of  obtaining  patsQte 
for  useful  discoveries  and  inventions  to  certain  persons 
therein  mentioned,  and  to  enlarge  and  define  the  pen- 
alties for  violating  the  rights  of  patentees,"  it  is  enact- 
ed, <*that  all  and  singular  the  rights  and  pririlegee 
given,  intended,  or  provided  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  respecting  patents  for  new  inventions,  discov* 
cries,  and  improvements,  by  the  act  entitled  <*  An  act 
to  Dromote  the  progroM  of  useful  arts,"  dbc,  shall  be^ 
and  hereby  are,  extended  and  given  to  all  aUens  who^ 
at  the  time  of  petitioning,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  said  act,  snail  have  resided  for  two  years  witUn 
the  United  States,  which  privileges  shall  be  obtuned 
and  enjoyed  by  such  pemons  in  as  full  and  amfle 
manner,  and  under  the  aame  conditimis,  limitations^ 
and  restrictions,  as  by  the  said  act  are  provided  «ul 
directed  in  the  case  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.** 
Under  the  last  mentioned  set  of  Conaress,  the  oomaiit- 
tee  are  of  opinion  that  the  case  of  Mr.  Owen  is  pra* 
vided  for,  and  that  he  can  obtain  a  patent.  They  think 
it  altogether  unnecessary  to  pass  a  special  law  for  this 
case.  They,  therefore,  submit  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Reiohedt  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw Ids  petition. 

MILITIA  LAWS. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act  pmviding 
for  calling  forth  the  militia,  4tc.,  was  read  a  thira 
time  and  put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Tallmados,  of  Conneaticat.  opposed  Jihe 
bill  at  considerable  length,  principally  on  aeoount 
of  the  provisions  respeetiag  the  eonstriictioii  and 
powers  propeeed  to  be  giyea  to  courts  martial,  to 
proceed  against  accused  persons  in  their  ahseaee, 
certain  notice  having  been  given  them;  to  ponieh 
persons  for  contempt  of  the  court  by  word  and 
gesture;  and  to  compel  the  attendance  of  wit* 
nesses.  These  provisions,  Mr.  T.  considered  as 
not  according  with  the  pilnciples  of  the  Consti- 
tution^ and  possibly  as  hazarding  the  existence  of 
civil  liberty. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  defended  the  bill| 
which  he,  as  chairman  of  the  militia  committee, 
had  introduced  against  Mr.  TALLHADoa'a  ob^* 
tions.  His  object  was  to  prevent  the  requisitions 
of  miiitia  by  the  Preeideat  from  being  disr^rded 
by  the  Governors  of  States,  or  rendered  inemcient 
by  the  contumacy  of  saboitlittate  oflleers  o^  pri- 
vates. For  this  purpose  the  provisions  embraced 
in  the  bill  were  necessary,  and  were  no  more 
than  had  been  adopted  during  the  Administra- 
tion of  General  WABHmaTON.  Different  opin- 
ions had  been  entertained  as  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  courts  martial,  which  ought  to  be  conclusively 
settled — and  such  was  the  object  of  this  bill.  Ajb 
to  the  objection  to  the  powers  proposed  to  be 
conferred  on  militia  courts  martial,  their  abuse 
need  not  be  feared,  as  the  courts  would  alwa3rs 
be  composed  of  militia  officers. 

Mr.  WitiOBT,  of  Maryland,  expressed  himself 
decidedly  in  iavor  of  such  provisions  of  this  bill 
as  went  to  fortify  the  power  of  the  Government 
over  the  militia,  but  opposed  to  the  authori^ationL 
of  compulsory  process  on  witnesses  to  attend 
courts  martial,  whose  powers  ought  to  be  con- 


19S1 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1932 


H.  OP  R. 


Sea  HeneiiUm-^lKfurieB  5y  War. 


Maeob,  1814. 


fined  to  the  limits  of  the  camp.  To  ameDd  the 
bill  in  this  respect,  Mr.  W.  moved  to  recommit  it 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  and  Mr.  Webster, 
of  New  Hampshire,  also  opposed  the  bill  on  ac- 
count of  the  extraordinary  powers  with  which  it 
proposed  to  clothe  courts  martial ;  and  Mr.  Tay- 
lor replied. 

On  tne  vote,  there  were  for  recommitment  50, 
against  it  66. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  again  objected  to  the  provis- 
ion which  went  to  authorize  the  President  (im- 
mediately) to  cause  courts  martial  to  be  institu- 
ted for  the  trial  of  persons,  dbc. 

Mr.  Brioham,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that 
th«  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Cfarolina,  avowing  him- 
self to  be  unprepared  to  vote  decisively  on  the 
bill  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. — This  motion 
was  negatived,  yeas  52. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
then  decided  in  the  negative  bj  yeas  and  nays — 
For  indefinite  postponement  46,  against  it  89.    ^ 

Mr.  Gaston  then  stated  sundry  objections  to 
the  bill,  principally  in  matters  of  detail ;  to  which 
Mr.  Taylor  replied. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  88,  nays  53, 
as  follows : 

Yeas — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Bur- 
well,  Botler,  Caldwell,  Oalhoon,  Chappell,  Clazk, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Oonard,  Cnwfi>rd,  Creighton, 
Croach,  Cathbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles, 
Desha,  Du^all,  Eppes,  E^ans,  Fanow»  Findley,  For- 
ney, Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Goordin,  Griffin, 
Gnmdy,  Hall,  Hanis,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hungezford, 
IngersoU,  Ingham,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kerahaw,  Kilbonm,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McKim*  McLean, 
Montgomery,  Murfiree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pick- 
ens»  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Rich,  Ridgdy,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tanne- 
bill,  Taylor,  Telfimr,  Udree,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of 
PennsyWania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messn.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Champion, 
OiiW,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cnlpeper,  Davennort,  EIv,  Gas- 
ton, Cieddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hovrell,  Hafty,  Jackson 
«f  Rhode  Uand,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markeli,  Moffitt, 
JMoore,  OaU^,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Sheffey, 
Sherwood,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Sturge^  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward,  of 
Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 


Wednesday,  March  90. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 
Claxton,  the  Doorkeeper  to  the  House,  praying  to 
be  allowed  an  additional  assistant  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  to  the  post  office  business  of  the 
House. — Referred  to  Mr.  Grundt,  Mr.  Pickens, 
and  Mr.  Shbrwood. 


Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Coaanittee  of  €rom- 
merce  and  Manufactures,  made  a  report  on  the 
resolution  instructing  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  hospital  in  the 
Choctaw  nation  of  Indians ;  which  was  read,  and 
the  resolution  therein  contained  was  concurred 
in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Besolved,  That  they  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  abore  mentioned 
resolution. 

Mr.  Ingham  reported  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
^'for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Brevard,"  without  amend- 
ment; which  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  to  rerive  and  con- 
tinue in  force  an  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland 
and  Georgia,"  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  engrossed  bill  authoriziog  the  appointing 
of  agents  for  paying  military  pensions,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  concerning  the  pay  of  the 
officers,  seamen,  and  nurines,  of  tne  NaTy  of  the 
United  States,"  was  also  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  President  and  Dtree- 
tors  of  the  New  Orleans  Narigation  Company 
and  their  successors  a  lot  of  ground,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  after 
explanation  of  its  object  by  Mr.  Robbrtson,  of 
Louisiana,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  thinl 
reading. 

SEA  FENGIBLE& 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  after  an  explanatory  remark  on 
the  propriety  of  connecting  the  corps  of  fencibJes 
with  the  flotillas : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Nand  AAiis  be 
instructed  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  placing  the 
sea  fencibles  under  the  command  of  the  commander 
of  the  flotillas  with  whom  they  are  intended  to  co-op- 
erate ;  and  to  report  by  bin  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  questioned  the 
propriety  of  passing  any  law  directing  the  appli- 
cation of  a  particular  description  of  force,  which, 
once  raised,  is  exclusively  under  the  contrcA  oi 
the  Elxecutive,  dbc. 

Mr.  Wright  replied  that  he  beliered  it  to  hare 
been  the  intention  of  Congress  in  authorizing 
corns  of  sea  fencibles  to  be  raised,  to  connect  them 
with  the  flotilla  service,  and  of  course  to  place 
them  under  the  control  of  the  Naval  Department. 
By  the  construction  which  had  been*given  to  the 
law,  however,  thev  have  been  disconnected  from 
that  service,  and  placed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Troup,  of  G^rgia,  (the 
Chairman  of  the  Military  Committee)  the  motion 
was,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South 
Carolina,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

INJURIES  BY  WAB. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  make  compensation  to  individuals  for  pii- 
▼ate  property  eai^ured  or  destroyed  by  the  eneay 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
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The  disciusion  of  this  bill  occupied  the  remain- 
der of  this  day's  sittioff,  and  turned  principally  on 
amendmeDts  to  the  bn).  There  were,  however, 
some  gentlemeD  opposed  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  moved  to  postpone  the 
forther  consideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely,  and 
apoke  in  favor  of  the  motion  more  than  once,  as 
also  did  Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts.  The  prin- 
cifial  objection  was,  the  difficultly  of  properly  re- 
strietinff  a  bill,  under  whose  provisions  many  im- 
proper and  unjust  claims  would  unquestionably 
be  admitted.  Mr.  Kino,  ho wever,  added  another 
objection,  viz:  that  the  passage  of  such  a  bill 
might  be  considered  as  sanctioning  all  the  im- 
piessments  of  private  property  at  the  will  or  ca- 
price of  ever^  subordinate  and  non-commissioned 
officer.  The  indefinite  postponement  was  opposed 
inai^armand  decided  manner  bv  Messrs.  Archbs, 
of  Marjland,  Farrow,  of  Soutn  Carolina,  John- 
son, or  Kentucky,  Grosvbnor,  of  New  York, 
Trlpair,  of  Georgia,  and  Dcvall,  of  Kentucky, 
on  the  ground  of  principle  and  expediency. 

Mr.  FisK  afterwards  withdrew  nis  motion  for 
indefinite  postponement,  and  moved  to  recommit 
the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole — negatived. 

Mr.  F.  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  third  section 
of  the  bill  (which  proposed  to  allow  compensa- 
tion to  the  owners  of  houses  occupied  as  public 
storehouses  for  any  damage  they  might  sustain 
while  so  occupied ;)  but  withdrew  the  motion  to 
allow  Mr.  Yancet,  of  North  Carolina,  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  third  section,  restricting  the 
compensation  for  damages  to  cases  in  which  the 
houses  should  have  been  so  occupied  without  the 
consent  of  their  owners.  This  motion  was  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Archer  and  Grorvbnor,  and 
supporteid  hjf  Messrs.  Yancey,  and  Tnoham,  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  negatived  by  a  considerable 
majority. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  third  section  so  as  to  include  houses  occupied 
as  barracks  for  trooi>8,  as  well  as  those  occupied 
as  storehouses.  This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Arcbrr,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Jackson. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  New  York,  then  renewed  his  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  third  section ;  which,  after 
debate,  was  negatived — yeas  34. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  then  withdrew  the 
motion  he  had  made,  because  he  had  understood 
the  War  Department  had  uniformly  decided  in 
favor  of  the  claims  it  embraced  when  well  authen- 
ticated, and  an  inconsiderate  decision  against  his 
amendment  by  this  House  might  prevent  them 
from  so  doing  in  future. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


Thursdat,  March  31. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  made  an  unfa- 
vorable report  on  the  petitions  of  sundry  citizens 
of  Virginia,  Massachusetts,  ^.,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  additional  ports  of  entry  ^  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 


that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  *^for  the  re* 
lief  of  Daniel  Macauley  and  Samuel  Ralston," 
with  an  amendment.  They  have  also  passed  the 
bill  ^  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  Clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives ;''  in  which  amend- 
ment and  bill  tney  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Marvland.  from  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Cfolumbia,  reported  a  bill  for 
incorporating  the  Columbian  Manufacturing 
Corapanv  in  the  town  of  Alexandria  in  this  Dis- 
trict ',  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
of  Wajrs  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  laying  duties 
on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  which 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  engrossed  bill  granting  to  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the  New  Orleans  Manufacturing 
Company  a  certain  lot  of  ground,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  compensation  to  individuals 
for  private  property  captured  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the  bill  be  . 
laid  on  the  table,  with  a  view  that  it  might  receive 
such  amendments,  as  it  appeared  to  him  were  es- 
sentially necessary. 

A  short  debate  ensued  on  this  motion,  which 
embraced  nearly  the  same  points  as  were  brought 
into  debate  on  the  preceding  days,  and  which  have 
been  already  substantially  reported.  Messrs. 
Desha  and  Miller  opposed  the  motion,  and 
Messrs.  Fisk  of  New  York  and  Fisk  of  Vermont 
supported  it,  and  it  was  finally  carried — yeas  82. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  recommending  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  exportations,  specie  excepted, 
from  the  United  States,  and  a  repeal  of  so  much 
of  our  laws  as  prohibits  the  importation  of  articles 
not  the  property  of  enemies,  dtc. — Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  ojf 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners. Various  motions  were  made  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting  amongst  the^pensioners  the 
names  of  petitioners  not  reported  in  the  bill  by 
the  Committee  on  Pensions ;  and  also  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  alter  the  mode  of  authenticating 
a  claim  to  a  pension,  which  was  carried.  Ai^er 
considerable  discussion  on  these  propositions,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments. The  amendments  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  concurred  in,  but  before  the 
House  got  through  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  and  carried. 


Frioay,  April  1. 
Immediately  after  the  opening  of  this  day's 
sittings- 
Mr.  Eppbs,  of  Virffinia,  rose  to  announce  the 
death  of  the  Honorable  John  Dawson,  a  Repre- 
sentative from  Virginia,  who  had  filled  various 
public  stations,  for  many  years  of  his  life,  in  which 
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he  had  heen  boDortd  with  the  confideoce  of  the 
people. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina, 
Ihe  House  resolved  to  attend  his  fanerai  at  three 
o'clock  to-day ;  and  also  to  wear  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

Messrs.  Eppbb,  of  Virginia,  GnoLsoif,  Good- 
WTN,  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  Breckenridob,  and 
Lewis,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  superin- 
tend the  funeral. 


Satuedat,  April  2. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  ^j.  the  eompen- 
aations  of  the  Clerks  employed  in  the  offices  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,^'  was  twice  read  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  of  the  Etenate  to  the  bill  ^  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  Macauley  and  Samuel  Rals- 
ton," was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  amend  ''An  act  to  author- 
ize a  corps  of  sea  fencibles,"  and  the  bill  was 
postponed  indefinitely. 

The  bills  authorizing  a  subscription  to  an  edi- 
tion to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  proTid- 
ing  for  the  distribution  of  the  same;  and  for  the 
leuef  of  Qeor£[e  Shannon,  respectively  passed 
through  Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  Pennsyiyania,  submitted  the 
following  resolutions: 

Ruohedf  That  the  Cominittee  on  Militaiy  Afiirs 
be  reqnested  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a  pro- 
vision by  law  for  oiiening  or  improving  such  military 
routes  by  land  and  inland  navigation  as  the  Prendent 
of  the  United  States  may  find  neceuaiy  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  war  the  preaent  year. 

Reaohtdf  That  a  aeieet  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expedient  of  a  provision  by  law  for 
Ihe  progressive  improvement  of  the  routes  of  commu- 
meation  by  land  and  inland  navigation  throughout  the 
United  States  and  the  Territories  thereof,  upon  Uie 
minciples  and  general  plan  omtained  in  a  report  by 
Albert  GaUatin*  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  madie 
in  the  year  1808,  in  punnanoe  of  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  passed  in  1807 ;  to  be  carried  into  efiect  as 
soon  as  may  be  practicable  and  expedient  after  Uie  ter- 
mination of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are 
now  engaged. 

Mr.  Wilson  spoke  in  support  of  his  resolutions 
•8  follows:  On  the  first  resolution,  I  am  aware  of 
an  objection  which,  in  the  outset,  may  present 
itoelf,  namely :  that  its  object  being  professedly 
of  a  military  character,  if  important  to  our  mili- 
tary operations,  it  is  to  be  presumed  the  military 
department  would  have  been  aware  of  it,  and  em- 
braced it  in  its  communications  to  Congress.  On 
a  little  reflection,  however,  this  objection  disap- 
pears. The  magnitude,  variety,  and  multiplicity 
of  subjects,  necessarily  engaging  the  Secretary  of 
War,  must  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  em- 
brace at  once  every  possible  object  connected 


with  the  whole  eooaeoiy  of  the  military  anranga- 
ments  and  expenditure;  and  this  being  an  ob- 
ject somewhat  abstracted  from  the  ordinary  round 
of  immediate  duties,  which  devolve  eiulosirely 
on  the  department,  may  be  very  reaaoBaUy  sop- 
{K>sed  to  Mve  received  but  a  minor  share  of  attea- 
tion,  and  especially  so  when  it  is  considered  that 
the  present  Secretary  lias  been  b«t  a  short  lime 
at  the  head  of  the  department,  that  the  vnst  a«^ 
mentation  of  the  military  department,  the  change 
from  a  state  of  peace  and  a  peace  establishmest, 
to  a  state  of  war  and  war  measures,  arc  neeesM- 
rily  attended  with  the  daily  occttireace  of  new 
and  diflleult  cases,  and  generally  with  an  aeen- 
mulation  of  business  which  rendm  his  deltbefBte 
attention  to  any  abstract  subject,  not  forming  a 
part  of  the  immediate  and  exelosive  duties  of  ^ 
department,  eatremely  difficult  and  impractica- 
ble. The  object  eontemplated  in  this  resolntion 
is  rather  connected  with  the  economy  of  expen- 
diture geaenll  jr  in  the  operations  of  the  war,  tbma 
with  the  exclusive  duties  of  the  War  Department* 
That  department  is  not  necessarily  more  renM>n-> 
sible  for  this  than  any  other  department,  wnilat 
there  seems  to  be  a  propriety  in  its  reference  to  the 
Military  Committee  in  preference  to  any  other. 
as  being  more  conversant  with  the  chaoBelsot 
information  to  be  dertyed  from  the  military  de- 
partment, and  in  the  daily  practice  of  reeeiyiag 
It,  which  must  be  supposed  lo  affud  a  facility  in 
their  inquiries  which  another  committee  might 
not  so  conveniently  possess.  But  the  aubject  in 
itaelf  is  one,  as  I  conceive,  requiring  kgiakatien 
in  its  origin.  This  objection  then,  I  trust,  «ill 
not  be  entertained,  but  that  this  House  will  oes- 
sider  the  subject  as  requiring  their  coneidemtion 
and  attention. 

I  shall  therefore  endeavor  very  briefly  to  give 
such  a  view  as  in  mj  opinion  strongly  recom- 
mends the  proposed  inquiry  and  the  measure 
contemplated  in  the  resolution.  I  shall  attempt 
to  show  from  facts  and  circumstances  now  of  no- 
toriety, as  well  as  from  well*known  priseiplcs; 
that  an  improyement  of  the  military  roofies^  ea^ 
pecially  in  the  United  States,  is  neeesmry  at 
once  to  the  efficiency  of  the  military  operatums 
and  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Cioyernment; 
that  those  contomplated  in  the  rsaolntion  are 
practicable  at  a  ttifling  expense  and  a  short  space 
of  time. 

When  we  consider  the  extent  of  our  tetrilory 
compared  with  oar  population,  and  that  o« 
movements  are  necessarily  hj  land  oppoeed  to  an 
enemy  at  sea,  it  becomes  obvious,  it  beeoBMs  self- 
evident,  that  every  practicable  d^ree  oi  fiseility 
in  our  movements  is  necessary  in  order  to  pro- 
duce an  efiect  duly  correspondent  with  our  phy- 
sical force;  this  all  will  admlL  Our  experience 
in  the  present  war  has  amply  illustrated  this 
principle.  Our  moyements  have  been  geaendly 
but  partially  sacoeeslol,  everywhere  oneectaiB, 
everywhere  tedious,  and  enormously  expensive. 
The  campaign  under  Qeneral  HuU,  and  that  oa- 
der  Gbnerals  Harrison  and  Smyth,  and  the  moie 
brilliant  campaign  in  the  South,  sufiiciently  dt- 
monstmte  that  the  difficulty  or  impraetieability 
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of  tJw  miKtary  routes  ^tm  ooe  of  the  inost  eiee- 
laai  etOMs  of  the  protracted  contiDvaoce,  and 
the  iodeeiBire  efieets,aDd  tbedestmetiTe  ezpeoses 
of  each  of  these  eamiMii^Qs.  To  these  eases  the 
inqairies  of  the  conmittee  woald  doubtless  be  di* 
rected  for  any  details  of  facts  which  they  may 
deem  requisite  to  establish  this  position,  but  I  can 
liaidly  suppose  moeh  iaquiry  in  detail  necessary 
to  the  eoa.  I  am  inclined  to  belieTe  that  every 
ffstttleman  is  snfBeiently  conrineed  of  the  truth ; 
n  so,  it  would  be  necessary  only  to  inquire  whe- 
ther the  eril  eaa  be  remedied  by  such  improve- 
ment OB  the  military  routes  at  may  be  conve- 
niently effected  in  a  short  space  of  time. 

After  a  brief  general  view,  I  propose  to  give 
one  instance  to  serve  as  an  epitome  of  what  in 
my  opinion  msy  be  done. 

TJie  main  connecting  military  routes  are  iVw 
and  well  known.  They  may  be  constdered  seven ; 
four  of  which,  however,  require  no  improvement, 
or  Booe  within  the  view  of  tkis  resolution.  These 
isat  are,  that  on  the  Lakes  aud  St.  Lawrence, 
that  from  the  head  of  the  Ohio  to  the  mouth  of 
tke  Mississippi  by  water,  one  from  the  same  point 
Bfoar  the  Seat  of  Gk>vernment  to  the  head  of  the 
Ohio  at  Pittoburg,  and  that  between  and  through 
the  State  of  Tennessee  and  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
vitory.    Of  these  four,  the  last  onlsr  requires  im- 
pvoTcment,  but  this  does  not  enter  into  the  view 
of  the  resolntton,  because  whatever  improvements 
may  be  required  on  the  route  or  routes  in  the 
country  of  our  Indian  enemy  most  be  effected 
chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  by  the  troq»«    The  three 
itmaining  routes  are  highly  impoftant,  and  evi- 
dently do  require  improvement.    To  perceive 
diis  neoessity  requires  no  military  knowledge,  no 
documentary  evraence.    I  shall  notice,  first,  that 
along  jthe  Atlantic  coast,  some  points  on  which 
it  is  well  known  are  frequently  very  difficult  and 
•ometimes  impracticable.    I  need  not  go  further 
for  an  instance  of  this  than  the  road  between  this 
city  and  Baltimore.    At  all  times  this  road  is  bad, 
and  frequently  not  practicable  for  empty  stages, 
much  less  for  loaded  wagons.    Now,  it  would 
donbtiess  be  better  to  pave  this  road  the  whole 
distance  than  to  have  that  communication  diffi>- 
cnh  or  impracticable  in  case  of  a  descent  by  the 
enemy  upon  our  coast  in  the  vicinity  of  either, 
or  alternately  at  both  its  extremes.    But  a  pave- 
SMUt  is  far  from  being  necessary.    If  some  points 
00  this  road  were  well  selected,  in  all  not  more 
than  three  or  four  miles  of  the  worst  parts,  and 
jpaved,  and  the  rest  ploughed  and  well  thrown  up, 
it  wooki  be  ffeneimlly  an  eaoellent  road,  and  never 
impracticabte.  I  might  instance  some  other  points 
on  this  route,  however,  probably  still  more  im- 
portant, but  have  adverted  to  this  merely  because 
It  must  be  well  known  perhaps  to  every  geatle- 
anan  in  this  House,  If  there  are  other  points  more 
important,  or  where  the  present  route  is  still  worse 
than  this,  then  such  point  ought  to  be  first  selected 
for  improvement;  and  if  all  cannot  be  improved, 
do  not  let  that  prevent  the  improvement  of  any ; 
if  one  only  couid  be  improved,  it  would  be  so  tar 
an  advantage :  and  if  even  one  or  two  of  these 
pointa  of  the  route  could  not  be  rendered  perma- 


nently good,  do  not  let  that  consideration  prevent 
their  bmng  much  better  than  they  now  are. 

The  second  of  these  then,  is  that  between  the 
North  river  and  Lake  Champlain,  a  route,  unques- 
tionably of  incalculable  importance;  one  upon 
which  every  possible  facility  of  tmnsportation 
for  troops  and  stores  is  indispensable  to  the  doe 
eifect  or  such  of  our  armaments  as  may  be  des- 
tined  to  act  upon  the  two  correspondent  points, 
New  York  and  Montreal— on  the  two  great  mari- 
time ezBosures  of  the  United  States«-the  only 
practicable  route  for  nlilitary  purposes,  at  pres- 
ent, between  those  two  frontiers.  lam  well  in- 
formed that  a  part  of  the  land  route,  and  a  small 
part  only,  between  the  North  river  and  Lake 
Champlain,  is  in  an  extremely  bad  state ;  if  so, 
and  an  improvement  for  a  moderate  expense  is 
practicable,  it  certainly  ought  to  be  made.  I  be- 
lieve such  an  improvement  would  be  found,  on 
inouiry,  at  once  necessary  and  practicable. 

The  third,  and  last  I  shall  notice,  is  one  of 
which  I  am  enabled  to  speak  with  some  confi- 
dence and  precision,  from  long  observation,  expe- 
rience, and  inquiry.    This  is  a  route  between  the 
Ohio  and  Lake  Erie.    There  are  several  routes 
between  these  waters,  capable  of  improvement, 
so  as  to  afford  a  commodious  water  communica* 
tion,  with  the  exception  of  a  short  portace  on 
each.    One,  however,  ought  to  be  selected  for  the 
peaent  occasion,  and,  in  making  the  selection,  the 
best  rule  for  determining  the  preference  is,  to  se- 
lect the  one  which,  on  examination,  shall  be  found 
to  imite  the  greatest  number  of  advantages,  bat, 
especially,  the  one  capable  of  bein|f  improved  so 
as  to  afibrd  an  uninterrupted  navijgatioa  at  the 
least  expense,  and  in  the  shortest  time.    Such  is 
the  route  by  the  Alleghany  river  and  French 
oreek ;  besides  this,  it  connects  the  most  iaaport- 
ant  point,  perhaps,  at  this  time,  on  the  Ohio,  Pitts- 
burg, with  the  most  commodious  harbor  on  the 
Lakes,  dtc.    The  importance  of  improving  some 
route  between  these  waters  is  recommended  by 
most  obvlotn  eoasidentions.    It  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  the  prractieable  co-operation  of  one  im- 
portant, extensive,  and  populous  section  of  the 
United  States  in  the  war.    The  States  of  Ken- 
tucky, Ohio,  the  western  parts  of  Virginia,  and 
Pennsylvania,  without  some  such  improvement, 
are,  in  «Sect,  cut  off,  with  all  their  valuable  and 
inexhaustible  resources,  from  all  efficient  co-op- 
eration in  the  present  war,  unless  it  should  a»ftin 
he  carried  to  tneir  vicinities,  as  heretofore.    The 
transportation  on  this  water  route,  in  its  present 
state,  for  a  month  or  six  weeks  in  the  Spring,  can 
be  done  for  one  dollar  and  a  half  jper  cwt.    In 
June,  French  creek  becomes  low,  which  not  only 
obstructs  its  own  navigation,  but  that  of  the  Al- 
leghany river,  also,  and  the  land  transportation 
can  seldom  be  done  for  less  than  five,  and  some- 
times is  as  high  as  seven  dollars  per  cwt.  on  any 
route ;  such  transportation  is^  moreover,  always 
uncertain,  the  routes  being  all  influenced  by  every 
material  change  of  weather,  and  in  wet  weather 
Impracticable.    Not  only,  therrfore.  the  fourfold 
rate  of  transportation  is  to  he  considered,  but  the 
I  total  want  or  cartaiaty  in  every  movement. 
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This  creek,  sir,  can  be  improved  so  ms  lo  afford 
a  navigation  uninterrupted  at  all  seasons,  the 
Winter  excepted,  for  the  sum  of  ten,  at  the  ut- 
most, twelve  thousand  dollars,  and  may  be  ac- 
complished in  three  or  four  weeks  time.  I  speak, 
sir,  from  experience,  observation,  and  informa- 
tion from  practical  men ;  not,  perhaps  the  most 
learned  engineers,  but  tradesmen,  perhaps  still 
more  competent  judges  on  this  subject ;  men  who 
have  been  long  practised  in  building,  and  who 
have  been  owners  of  mills  and  milldams.  I  am 
informed  from  those  sources,  sir,  as  well  as  by 
my  own  observation,  that  a  dam  well  made  of 
wood  will  stand  for  eight  or  ten  years,  or  longer. 
The  construction  of  this  material  is  cheap,  and 
can  be  effected  in  a  shorter  time,  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  expense,  than  of  stone,  for  an  ob- 
vious  reason^^nearly  every  man  in  the  country 
is  a  workman  at  wood  work  of  this  description; 
every  man  can  chop,  haul  timber,  and  bore ;  most, 
or  a  sufficient  proportion,  can  kew  and  frame. 
The  material  is  abundant,  and  almost  on  the 
spot.  The  plank  for  the  dams,  only,  requires 
transportation,  and  that  quite  convenient.  Saw- 
mills abound.  About  forty  thousand,  or  fortj-five 
thousand  feet  of  one  and  a  half  inch  plank  is  suf- 
ficient for  six  dams,  one  hundred  yards  long,  and 
five  feet  high,  with  a  lock  to  each  ;  and  six  dams 
would  be  sufficient.  This  quantity  of  plank,  if 
oidered  in  this  month,  would  be  all  delivered  at 
any  port  on  French  creek,  by  the  middle  of  next 
month.  If  workmen  were  seasonably  employed 
in  this  month,  by  the  middle  of  next,  all  the  tim- 
ber might  be  got  out,  and  to  the  spot,  framed,  and 
ready  to  erect  into  the  dams,  as  soon  as  the  water 
shall  have  fallen  low  enoUjp;n. 

Sir,  I  am  as  confident  of  the  practicability  of 
this  improvement  as  I  am  of  anything  which  is 
not  actually  done,  or  which  I  could  not,  perhaps, 
perform  with  my  own  hands.  I  am  as  well  con- 
vinced of  it  as  I  am  that  a  mill  can  be  built,  that 
a  field  can  be  cleared  from  the  forest,  that  a  well 
can  be  dug ;  and  of  the  effect  I  am  as  well  satis^ 
fied  as  I  am  that  a  mill  will  produce  flour  from 
wheat,  that  a  field  may  produce  a  crop,  or  a  well 
water.  The  completion  of  this  relatively  small 
and  practicable  work,  would  remove  every  ob- 
struction which  now  impedes  the  communica- 
tion between  the  Ohio  and  the  Lakes,  and,  con- 
sequently that  between  one  great  section  of  the 
United  States  and  the  seat  of  war  in  the  North. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Troup) 
having  made  some  observations,  merely  to  cor- 
rect his  misapprehensions  of  the  subject,  which 
requires  little  more  than  a  repetition  of  the  fore- 
going observations — I  had  never  for  a  moment  en- 
tertained an  idea  that  the  committee  had  omitted 
to  report  through  disrespect  for  the  mover  of  the 
resolution ;  for,  if  there  was  disrespect,  it  was  a 
disrespect  for  the  House,  and  not  me ;  the  reso- 
lution not  being  mine,  but  of  the  House,  after  it 
was  once  adopted.  Neither  had  I  ever  enter- 
tained for  one  moment  such  an  idea  as  this.  The 
only  way  in  which  I  accounted  for  the  omission 
to  report  upon  the  former  resolution  was,  that 
he  su  bject  could  not  have  been  understood  in  its 


rent  character  and  tendency;  nor  did  I  ever  eater* 
tain  the  slightest  reflection  on  the  chairman,  or 
any  other  gentleman  of  the  committee,  on  this 
score.  But,  I  confess,  I  have  seen  no  good  cause 
for  the  gentleman's  opposition  at  this  time,  hav- 
ing previously  presented  the  resolutions  for  his 
inspection,  and  adopted  an  amendment,  which 
he  said  would  remove  all  the  objections  he  saw 
to  the  resolution  proposed  to  be  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee,  and  in  that  form  altered  oa 
his  suggestion.  They  were  now  presented,  and 
his  approbation  expected,  because  he  had  assured 
me  that  he  saw  no  objection.  Even  this,  how^ 
ever,  I  claim  no  right  to  insist  upon ;  but  I  must, 
nevertheless,  entertain  a  different  opinion  from 
that  which  the  gentleman  has  just  expressed  with 
respect  to  the  second  resolution.  I  have  but  a 
few  observations  to  offer  at  this  time.  One  ob- 
jection in  offering  it  in  company  with  the  first  is, 
legibly  to  draw  the  distinction  between  them, 
which  is  this :  that  as  the  expediency  and  practi- 
cability of  the  latter  are  altogether  predicated  o& 
a  state  of  peace,  and,  therefore,  the  work  ought  to 
be  laid  aside  until  after  the  war ;  so  the  necessity 
for  the  former,  being  predicated  on  an  actual  state 
of  war,  and  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  work 
contemplated  ought  to  be  entered  upon  with 
promptitude,  as  an  efficient  and  iadispensable  war 
measure.    As  to  the  merits  of  the  object  contem- 

f»lated  in  the  second  resolution,  after  the  mass  of 
nminous  information  already  published  on  the 
subject ;  after  the  repeated  examination  it  has  re- 
ceived in  Coog^ss  and  in  different  States ;  after 
the  concurrent  official  reports  which  have  beea 
made,  and  specially  the  one  by  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasurv.  in  1808 :  after  having  ex- 
erted his  unrivalled  talents,  for  near  a  year,  ia 
collecting,  condensing,  and  arranging  the  mate- 
rials, any  observation  of  mine  would  seem  arro- 
gant as  well  as  superfluous.  I  will,  therefore, 
call  to  the  recollection  of  this  House  a  few  of  the 
principles  of  that  report  which  experience  has 
illustrated  and  established,  especially  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war.  These  pria* 
ciples,  adverted  to  at  this  time,  in  connexion  with 
the  confirmation  they  derive  from  £icts  and  ex- 
perience, demonstrate  beyond  all  controversy  that 
this  great,  this  sublime,  and  well  digested  project 
of  improvement,  had  it  been  actually  commenced 
seven  years  ago,  would  have  been  one  of  the  moat 
effectual  and  salutary  preparations  for  a  state  of 
war  which  can  be  made  in  the  times  of  peaea. 
And  as  a  time  of  peace  is  best  of  all  seasoaa 
adapted  for  most  of  the  prepamtions  for  war — as 
the  Summer  is  the  season  to  provide  for  the 
Winter— so,  on  the  other  hand,  there  may  be 
some  preparations  for  a  state  of  peace  i^acticable 
in  time  or  war.  Amongst  these,  it  appears  to  me 
a  provision  by  law  embracing  tne  object  of  this 
second  resolution  is  undoubtedly  one  as  well  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  the  work  aside  for  the  pres- 
ent, as  to  insure  its  accomplishment  by  means 
the  most  suitable  and  salutary  when  it  shall  be 
commenced.  A  better  direction  can  scarcely  be 
given  to  the  surplus  labor,  which  for  a  time  most 
be  set  afloat  in  a  change  from  war  to  peaee;  for. 
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as  a  state  of  wmr  in  this  country  most  enhance 
the  price  of  labor,  by  an  unosoal  and  ttndiie  in- 
crease of  the  demand  for  men,  so  on  the  retarn 
of  peace,  it  mnst,  in  a  correspondent  deg^ree,  be 
depressed  by  a  correspondent  diminotion  of  de-* 
mand.  I  shall  add  no  farther  obserration  or  re- 
mark on  ihie  resolution  at  present;  only  this, 
that  I  have  no  desire  to  be  further  conspicuous  on 
the  occasion,  whilst  I  shall  never  evade  nor  shrink 
from^he  discharse  of  any  duty.  I  take  this  op- 
portunity to  declare  that  I  shall  cheerfully  give 
way  to  any  gentleman  who  may  have  it  in  view 
to  offer  either  the  same  resolution  or  one  having 
the  same  object  in  view  as  my  own. 

Mr.  Troup  said,  the  subject  had  been  referred 
to  the  Military  Committee  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  but  they  had  not  reported  on  it ; 
not  from  a  want  of  respect  for  the  subject,  but 
from  the  multiplicity  of  busiiaesB  referred  to  the 
committee.  They  had  likewise  consulted  the 
Secretary  of  War,  aa  to  the  improvement  of  cer- 
tain rootea  just  mentioned  by  Mr.  WfLLon,  but 
he  did  not  believe  such  an  undertaking  was  now 
absolutelv  necessary,  and  it  was  thonght  the  mo- 
ney might  be  more  eligibly  employed.  Ac* 

The  question  was  then  taken,  at  the  instance 
of  the  mover,  on  the  first  resolution,  and  lost. 

The  second  resolution  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Archbb,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WsBSTBB,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  that 
the  House  now  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  made  at  the  last  session,  on  the  repeal  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees. 

The  question  on  Mr.  W.'s  motion  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  37,  nays  75,  as  follows : 

YxAs — ^Messrs.  Boyd»Breckeniidge,  Brigham,  Cham- 
pion, CiUey,  Cooper,  Cox,  Calpeper,  Davenport, 
Barle,  BIy,  Geddes,  Groevenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Hon- 
gerford,  Lewis,  Lovett,  MarkeU,  Miller,  Moseley,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Pitkin,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Ruggles,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stuart, 
Thompson,  Yose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  White,  and  Wilcox. 

Kaxs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Bard, 
Bamett,Beall,Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  Cald- 
weU,  Clark,  Comstock,  Conmct,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Penn^lvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  DuvaU,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley, 
Fiflk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Good* 
wyn,  €bifBn,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Ingham, 
bving,  Johnson  of  Yirginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
King  of  NorUi  Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon, 
McKim,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Potter,  Bea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Robert* 
son,  Sevier,  S^bert,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smithof  Virginia,  Stanford,  TannehiU,  Taylor,  Telfiur, 
Tionp,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  WU- 
Bon  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  refused  to  take  the  stfbjeci  now 
into  consideration. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  QauKnT,  of  Tenneasee,  aabmitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  for  conaideimtion : 


Metohid^  That  a  committee  be  aj^nled  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  National  Bank ; 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  res- 
olotion  be  postponed  indefinitely.  He  said  that, 
by  this  motion,  he  meant  not  the  slightest  dis- 
respect to  the  mover  of  the  resolution ;  but  feel- 
ing, as  he  did,  a  firm  conviction  that  the  Consti- 
tution had  not  given  to  Congress  the  power  to 
establish  such  an  institution,  the  correctness  of 
which  opinion  had  been  tried  and  settled  by  a 
former  Uongress,  he  could  not  consent  to  the 
adoption  of  the  present  resolution.  Besides,  said 
Mr.  N.,  the  session  is  now  drawing  to  a  close,  the 
day  of  adjournment  has  been  fixed  by  a  vote  of 
this  House  and  the  mind  of  erery  member  is 
anxiously  directed  to  the  moment  which  is  to  re- 
store him  to  his  family  and  home.  The  time  is 
now  too  short  for  the  consideration  of  so  import- 
ant a  subject ;  and  for  this,  as  well  as  the  intrin- 
sic objections  he  had  to  the  object  of  the  resolu- 
tion* he  hoped  his  motion  to  postpone  it  indefi- 
nitely would  prevail. 

Mr.  GhtUNDT  said,  he  trusted  the  motion  to 
postpone  would  not  succeed.  He  believed  there 
was  time  enough  left  for  the  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  if  the  House  would  bring  itself  to 
discuss  it,  all  Coostitutional  difllculties,  he  was 
persuaded,  would  be  reipoved.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  by  his  motion  to  postponcy  would 
bring  the  subject  at  once  before  the  House;  but 
it  would  be  much  better  to  refer  the  iiiquiry  to  a 
committee,  let  them  investigate  the  question  tho- 
roughly, and  report  the  result  to  the  House,  and 
ther  would  then  be  enabled  to  act  understand- 
ingly.  Besides,  said  Mr.  O.,  the  gentleman  has 
opposed  the  resolution  without  knowing  what 
kind  of  a  bank  is  contemplated,  or  upon  what 

f principles,  or  in  what  manner  it  is  to  be  estab- 
ished.  Let  the  matter  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee ',  it  will  theu  come  regularlv  before  the  House, 
and  every  member  will  know  now  to  act. 

Mr.  Grobvbnor,  of  New  York,  said,  he  had  al- 
ways believed  it  improper  for  the  Qeneral  Qor- 
ernment  to  legislate  in  erecting  banks,  except  so 
far  as  to  accomplish  national  objects,  facilitating 
the  collection  of  the  revenue,  obc.  As  to  these 
objects,  however,  it  was  the  Constitutional  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  devise  the 
ways  and  means,  and  if  such  an  institution  were 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  Government,  it  was 
the  duty  of  that  officer  to  recommend  it.  He 
wished  the  Secretary  to  say  whether  such  a  bank 
was  necessary,  and  not  that  the  subject  should  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  this  House,  and  they 
to  inquire  privately  of  the  Secretary  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  measure.  When  the  proposition 
came  in  at  the  proper  Constitutional  door,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  necessary  for  the  financial  purposes  of 
the  Oovernment,  he  should  not  object  to  it.  If  such 
a  necessity  exists,  he  wished  the  Government  to 
come  forward  and  declare  it,  and  not  shrink  from 
the  responsibility  of  recommending  the  measure. 
Mr.  FiNOLBY,  of  Pennsylvania,  made  a  few  re- 
marks, not  distinctly  heard.  He  was  understood 
to  say,  the  erection  of  a  bank  was  not  so  desira- 
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ble  OB  accovttt  of  the  QdT«raiiiettt  m  for  the  geo- 
eral  soDTenieDee  of  the  couDtry . 

Mr.  Oaklet,  of  New  York,  mftde  a  nomber  of 
forcible  remarks  againet  the  indefiiilte  postpone- 
ment.   He  said  he  did  not  believe  it  was  so  ex- 
elnsireiy  the  datv  of  the  Execatire  Department 
to  recommend  tne  establishment  of  a  National 
Bank,  eren  if  reqaired  by  the  finances  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, as  his  coUeagae   (Mr.    Grostbhor) 
seemed  to  think.    He  had  no  doabt  that  a  Na- 
tional Bank  was  indispensable  in  the    proper 
management  of  the  fiscal  aflGiirs  of  Gh>Temmeat ; 
but,  independent  of  this  consideration,  he  beliered 
ii  was  necessary  to  the  general  conrenience  of 
the  community ;  and  should  a  plan  for  snch  an 
institution  be  brought  forward  in  a  shape  that  he 
approved,  he  shonld  certainly  give  it  his  support. 
Supposing,  however,  that  it  was  the  duty  or  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  recommend  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  that  he  should  be  unwilling  to 
assume  the  responsibility;  such  conduct  would 
doubtless  be  reprehensible,  but  would  that  be  a 
good  reason  why  Congress  should  decline  to  es- 
tablish an  institution  that  would  alike  benefit  the 
€k>vernment  and  promote  the  general 'good  ?  Mr. 
O,  said,  that  although  the  proposition  did  not 
^'  come  in  at  the  proper  door,*'  still  it  was  no 
reason  the  House  should  refuse  to  act  on  it. 
Whether  this  be  a  proper  mode  of  establishing  a 
National  Bank,  is  properly  to  be  decided  when 
the  question  comes  before  us  in  a  regular  form. 
The  queslion  now  turns  only  on  our  belief  as  to 
the  expediency  of  such  a  bank,  andj  if  expedient, 
of  the  fitness  of  the  time,  4bc.,  of  incorporating 
each  an  institution.    He  was,  therefore,  clearly 
of  opinion,  on  general  principles,  that  the  motion 
for  an  indefinite  postponem^t  ought  not  to  pre- 
TaiL    The  question  of  a  National  Bank,  he  add- 
ed, must  be  ooanected,  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  institution,  with  the  finances  of  the  Qorem- 
ment    But,  though  he  should  be  as  loth  as  any 
one  to  volunteer  his  aid  to  the  Adrninutfation  in 
support  of  the  war,  yet  he  was  not  to  be  deterred 
by  the  fear  of  iacidentallj  doing  so,  from  doing 
what  he  believed  to  be  of  itself  right  and  proper. 
It  is  our  duty,  said  he,  to  legislate  for  a  settled 
state  of  things.    A  National  Bank  is  necessary, 
in  my  judgment,  to  the  permanent  interest  of  the 
country,  and  therefore  I  am,  and  shall  be,  in  favor 
of  it,  if  the  details  of  the  bill  esUblishing  it  shall 
be  such  as  to  meet  my  approbation. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Marylaiid.  said,  he  had  here- 
tofore voted  a  National  Bank  unconstitutional ; 
be  was  then  satisfied  it  was  90,  and  he  believed 
that  to  be  the  opinion  of  a  jfttAt  portion,  if  not  a 
majority  of  the  people.  If  so,  why  take  up  the 
time  or  the  House,  and  consume  two  or  three 
weeks  in  discussing  a  question  which  may  b^  de- 
termined at  this  moment  1  He  coOld  not  consent 
to  spend  the  precious  time  of  the  House  to  no 
purpose,  and  being  satisfied  that  no  National 
bank  eould  be  passed  through  this  House,  he 
should  vote  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Webstbr,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  this  I 
was  a  sttbj^t  of  great  importaneei  and  required  I 


mature  coaaideffation.  The  hoar  of  adjoafament 
having  arrived,  he  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
a4JoarB.«^Negattved.  60  to  67. 

Mr.  Nbwtoh  repeated,  he  had  moved  the  ia- 
definite  postponement,  assuredly  not  from  aay 
disrespect  to  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  but  on 
this  ground  :  The  time  rapidly  approached  at 
which  this  House  had  resolved  to  skdjourn ;  hat 
nine  days  remained  of  the  seasioo,  if  thedetenain- 
ation  of  this  House  in  that  lespeet  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Senate,  and,  after  so  ions  a  eitti^, 
every  member  must  tura  his  eyes  with  pleasoie 
to  that  moment.  The  subject  of  a  National  Bank 
was  one  which  had  been  diseassed  in  the  House 
before,  and  in  private  ctrelea^  over  and  oftea ;  and 
he  had  not  the  least  doubt  but  evwy  gentlcana 
who  heard  him  had  made  up  his  mind  aa  the 
subject,  and  that  a  year's  discussion  would  not 
change  it.  He  therefore  thought  it  would  be  best 
in  the  first  instance  to  ascertain  whether  a  ma- 
jority was  or  was  not  prepared  to  vote  for  each 
a  measure. 

Mr.  Grurbt  then  said,  that  he  eerlaialy  aluMdd 
never  have  brought  forward  this  propositioa  with- 
out haviag  reflected  much  oa  it.  He  kaew  that 
it  had  been  agitated  in  this  House,  aad  in  the 
nation  heretofore,  and  had  been  aauch  <^ppoeedhy 
nkaoy  of  those  politieiaas  with  whom  he  aanally 
acteo  in  this  House ;  hat  he  did  not  believe  that 
each  Congress  was  so  hooad  by  the  deafsioas  of 
that  which  pceeeded  it,  that  it  was  a  good  a«ga- 
ment  agaiast  a  measure  for  members  of  a  former 
Congiess  to  come  in  and  say,  ^  we  have  decidoi 
it  heretofore."  As  a  Representative^  Mr.  CL  said, 
he  claimed  the  right  to  give  at  least  one  vote  on 
this  subject  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. The  spirit  of  our  Constitution  had  wisely 
ordained  the  frequency  of  eleetioas,  for  the  very 
purpose  of  undoing  what  had  been  wrongly  done 
by  their  predecessois,  and  of  doing  that  arhich 
had  been  left  undone.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  would  reflect  oa  this  tubject  as  much 
as  others  who  had  been  instrumental  in  bringing 
forward  the  proposition,  he  was  sure  he  would 
not  be  so  confident  that  he  acted  correctly  in  re- 
fusing a  deliberate  consideration  to  it.  I,  said  Mr. 
G.,  have  no  secret  on  this  subject ;  I  wish  to  see 
a  bank  established  as  a  national  object,  let  who 
will  be  in  power ;  as  a  general  measure,  I  wieh 
to  see  it  adopted.  Look  at  the  situation  of  oar 
country— nand  I  say  the  gentleman  should  forget 
his  home,  and  not  kave  his  country  in  peril. 
Yon  have  authoriased  a  loan  for  twenty-five  aiiil- 
Itons,  aad  have  pcorided  for  the  expenditare  of 
ao  much  .money.  Where  ia  the  money  1  Some 
well  informed  men  say  there  will  he  no  difieaAty 
in  obtaining  it ;  others, as  well  informed,  aav  thnt 
the  attempt  to  f4>taiB  it  may  not  be  saoceeauii.  I 
hope  that  gentlemen  of  the  former  deseripcieB 
are  correct.  I  know  not  what  the  prospect  is ; 
but  one  thing  I  do  koow-<-I  would  run  ao  haxard 
on  this  point;  and  for  one,  though  I  have  as 
much  anxiety  to  be  at  home  as  any  one,  I  am 
willing  to  sit  a  few  days  longer  to  see  how  it 
will  be.  The  gentleman  from  Virjginia,  no  doubt, 
felt  the  eame  anxiety  for  the  pablie  aarviee ;  and 
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Mr.  O.  said,  if  bis  Coastitolioaal  scruples  wert 
so  great  that  he  eoald  not  vote  for  this  measure, 
ia  ease  the  BMoey  shoaid  not  be  eoDTeniently 
obcatnad  it  might  be  necessary  to  resort  to  some 
other.  For  general  coasiderations,  Mr.  Q.  said, 
he  had  always  been  in  iaror  of  a  measure  of  this 
sort,  and  entertained  no  Constitutional  scruples 
about  it.  In  noiot  of  time  be  thought  the  present 
situation  of  the  cooairy  aflbrded  a  cogent  argu- 
ment in  faTor  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  GAtTON,  of  North  Carolina,  expressed  his 
entire  disapprobation  of  the  indirect  introduction 
of  Executive  recommendations  into  the  House, 
as  prodaeittg  legislation  without  intelligenee, 
and  aetioii  without  responsibility,  dbc.  If,  there* 
fore,  the  vote  oa  this  question  were  to  test  his 
approbation  oi  this  indirect  mode  of  attaining  a 
measure  supposed  to  be  in  faror  of  the  Bxeeutire, 
he  should  certainly  be  inclined  to  vote  against  it. 
Bai,  when  a  proposition  was  made  by  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  which  reeommeaded  itself  to  his 
best  judgment)  on  which  he  felt  no  Constitutional 
scruples,  and  which  he  believed  to  be  at  all  times 
expedient,  he  could  not  give  a  direct  vote  againat 
it,  merely  because  the  Bxeeutive,  if  wishioff  its 
adoptioo,  had  not  recommended  it  as  openly  as 
could  have  been  wished.  That  it  is  expedient 
to  establish  a  National  Bank,  he  had  no  doubt, 
ind  he  eongraculated  the  House  that  at  the  mo- 
ment when  gettdeaMa  on  his  side  of  the  House 
found  some  of  their  wishes  about  to  be  gvatided 
bv  the  abolition  of  the  restrictive  system,  the 
Oonstttotional  scruples  which  had  cramped  the 
operations  of  the  Gtovernraent,  were  vanishing 
also ;  that  at  the  moment  when  they  were  about 
to  liberate  commerce,  the  fetters  would  ahn  be 
looeed  with  which  a  narrow  Coastitutional  ex- 

SeitioB  had  beretofi^re  bound  the  Qoverament. 
e  should  have  been  much  more  pleased,  he  said, 
if  the  measure  had  been  directly  recommended 
b^  the  Sxeeucive,  by  an  iatimatioa  that  its  adop- 
tMB  would  condooe  to  a  suooessful'managemeat 
of  our  finances;  but  merely  for  the  reason  that  it 
had  not  come  before  the  House  in  that  raaaoer 
he  could  not  vale  against  a  proposiiioo  which  on 
general  groanda  met  his  apprabation. 

Mr.  rawTMi  spoke  in  explanation.  He  was 
as  ready  as  the  gentiemaa  from  Teanessee  to 
yield  not  only  his  time  but  hts  personal  service 
to  his  cou»ti7 ;  and.  had  ha  but  a  dollar  iu  the 
world,  would  freely  lend  it  to  contribute  to  the 
support  of  the  Gk>vernmeat  in  a  righteous  war. 
Bat  this  question  could  be  decided  as  iotelli- 
gaatly  in  a  day  a»  ia  a  month  i  and,  if  a  majoriry 
was  opposed  to  it,  it  was  not  advisable  to  con- 
sume time  unnecessarily  upon  it.  Under  thb 
impressioa  be  had  made  the  motion  for  indefinite 
postpoaeeaent,  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  House 
on  this  point. 

A  motion  was  now  made  to  adjourn,  and  car- 
ried  by  three  or  four  votes. 


MoNOAT,  April  4. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Benate  have  passed  a  bill  ^  making  Biia- 


beth  City  the  port  of  eaCry  for  the  district  of 
Camden,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina;"  in 
which  they  ask  the  concarreace  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  the  bill  making  pro- 
vision for  the  pay  of  two  companies  of  rancers, 
organized  for  the  defence  of  toe  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
engrossed  bill "  authorizing  the  paymeot  for  prop- 
erty captured  or  destroved,  while  in  the  public 
service,  by  the  enemy  or  the  United  States." 

And  the  question  recurred.  Shall  the  bill  pass  1 
And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  said  bill  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  making  Elizabeth 
City  the  port  of  entry  and  delivery  Tor  the  dis- 
trict of  Camden,  in  North  Carolina,"  was  read 
twice  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time.  The 
bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third  tin^e  and 
passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  subscription 
to  an  edition  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  providing  for  their  distribution ;  and  the  en- 
grossed bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Shannon, 
were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners,  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

RJ5PEAL  OF  THE  SMBARGO. 

The  uafinished  business  being  postponed  with 
that  view — 

Mr.  Calbodn,  from  the  Committee  of  Foretga 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Mesaage  of 
the  President  of  Thursday  last,  made  the  follow- 
ing report: 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President,  of  the  81st  of 
March,  submit  to  the  Honse  the  ibUowing  report : 

Taking  into  consideralioa  the  great  importance  of 
the  measuMs  rscemmeaded,  the  committee  think  it  a 
do^,  which  thaj  owe  to  the  House  aad  the  natioBf  to 
state  the  grounds  on  which  their  report  is  lEounded* 
Uniting  with  the  Execative  in  the  poticjr  of  these  mea- 
saree»  they  wish  to  explain  the  reasons  which  have 
prodaoed  that  anion. 

Of  the  pastt  it  is  uansessssfy  to  take  a  review ;  the 
f^tentien  of  the  comasittee  is  (kawa  with  more  solici- 
tude to  the  ftttore. 

Previoae  to  th^  late  chaagea  ia  Europe,  the  bearing 
of  our  restrictive  measures  was  for  the  most  part  coim 
fined  to  our  enemies;  the  obstraotion  of  oar  commer- 
cial intefooame  with  the  Irieadly  Powers  of  the  wosld 
being  ia  a  maaaer  insuperable.  At  present,  a  prps^ 
peat  exists  of  aa  ixteaded  eeasaMrdal  iateieoufse  with 
theut  h%hly  iasportant  to  both  parties,  and  which,  it 
may  be  presuiaedp  Ihey  will  fiad  an  equal  interest  and 
dayositioB  to  piomete*  Beamsrk,  all  Germany » and 
Holland^  heretofore  uader  the  double  restraint  of  inter- 
nal regnlation  and  external  blockades  and  depredatioBa 
from  a  commerce  with  the  United  Statsi^  appear  by 
late  events  to  be  liberated  therefrom. 

Like  changes,  equally  favomUe  to  the  commerce  of 
thhi  oouatiy,  appear  to  be  taking  place  in  Italy,  and  the 
more  extreme  parts  of  the  M^teiranean.  With  re- 
spect to  fi^in  and  Foftugal,  in  the  commerce  with 
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whom  the  United  SUtM  hmve  gieat  interest,  it  maj  be 
expected  that  oommeree  maybe  carried  onwithoatthe 
aid  heretofore  afforded  to  the  enemy.  Should  peace 
take  place  between  France  and  her  enemies,  indoding 
Great  Britain,  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with 
France  will  fall  under  the  same  remarks. 

The  considerations  of  an  internal  nature  which  urge 
a  repeal  of  these  acts,  at  this  time,  are  not  less  forcible 
than  those  which  ha^e  been  already  stated.  Among 
those  are  the  following :  The  committee  are  persuaded 
that  it  will  considerably  augment  the  public  rcYenue, 
and  thereby  maintain  the  public  credit;  that  it  will 
enhance  the  price  and  pomote  the  circulation  of  our 
produce,  in  lieu  of  specie,  which  has  of  late  become  so 
much  the  object  of  speculation,  tending  to  embarrass 
the  Goyemment. 

Mr.  C.  then,  on  leare  being  given,  reported  the 
following  bill : 

A  Bill  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  "An  act  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  all  ships  and  ▼essels  in  the  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  8tetes,"  and  so  much  of  any  act 
or  acU  as  prohibit  the  importetion  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  of  the  gprowth,  produce  or  manu- 
facture, of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any  of  the 
colonies  or  dependencies  thereof,  or  of  any  place  or 
country  in  the  actual  possession  of  Great  Britain, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  ofJUpreeen" 
tatives  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  xn  Congress 
assembkd,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States,*'  passed  on  the  17th  day  of 
December,  1813,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed ; 
Provided,  That  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  which  have 
been  incurred  under  the  said  act  shall  be  recovered 
and  distributed,  and  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted,  in 
like  manner  as  if  the  said  act  had  continaed  in  full 
force  and  virtue. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  prohibits  the  importetion  of  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  man- 
Q&cture,  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any  of  the 
colonies  or  dependencies  thereof,  or  of  any  place  or 
country  in  the  actual  possession  of  Great  Britain,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed :  Provided,  That  all 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  incurred  in  virtue  of 
the  said  act  or  acto,  shall  be  recovered  ftnd  distributed, 
and  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted,  in  like  manner  as 
if  the  same  had  continued  in  full  force  and  virtue. 
And  provided  also.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  authorize  or  permit  the  importation  of 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  of  any  article  the  ^wp* 
erty  of,  or  belonging  at  the  time  of  each  importetion  to, 
the  enemy  or  enemies  of  the  United  States. 

Sac.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  foreign 
ship  or  vessel  shall  receive  a  clearance,  or  be  peimitted 
to  depart  ftom  the  United  States,  wl^ose  officers  and 
crew  shall  not  consist  wholly  of  the  citizens. or  snbjecta 
of  the  country  to  which  sttch  ship  or  vessel  shall  be- 
long, or  of  a  country  in  amity  with  the  United  States ; 
and  no  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall  be  permitted 
to  depart  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  without  a  passport  or 
permission  therefor,  furnished  under  the  authority  and 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  having  been  twice  read,  Mr.  Galhoon 
made  the  usual  motion  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House. 
.  Mr.  WaiOBT,  of  Maryland,  objected  to  this  ref- 


erence, becaase  of  the  natore  of  tiie  bill,  eoa[ 
together  two  sobjects  which  ought  to  be  kept  ea^ 
tirely  distinct,  and  oa  which  there  mi^ht  be  mach 
difference  of  opinion.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  who 
reported  it,  with  instructions  to  report  separate 
bills. 

This  motion  was  overruled  by  the  Spbaxbr, 
the  nu)tion  made  by  Mr.  Calhoun  haviug  pref- 
erence, according  to  the  rules  of  the  House* 

The  question  on  referring  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  was  decided  in  the  affiroM- 
tive  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  then,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  exporuiioa  of  gold 
or  silver  coins  or  bullion ;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  C.  then  observed,  that  the  Message  em- 
braced another  subject,  which  did  not  appear  to 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  to  appcrtaio 
to  their  province — he  meant  the  continuance  of 
the  douue  duties.  He  therefor  moved  that  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  be  discharged 
from  so  much  of  the  Message,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  having  required 
a  division  of  the  question,  the  question  on  dis- 
charging the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
from  the  considention  of  that  part  of  the  Mes- 
sage was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WEBSTaa,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  a 
reference  of  the  subject  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  the  two  bills  just  reported  had 
been  referred. 

This  motion, after  some  observations  from  Mr. 
Ingham,  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Ingham  then  moved  a  referenee  of  this  part 
of  the  Message  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  instructions  to  report  to  Congress,  at  their 
next  session,  a  general  tariff  of  duties  on  imported 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  conformably  to 
existing  circumstances,  and  the  different  local 
interests  of  various  parta  of  the  nation. 

To  this  motion-— It  being  objected  by  Mr.  Ma- 
CON  and  Mr.  Pitkin  that  it  would  be  improper 
and  unusual  tt  refer  to  the  President's  Secretary 
a  part  of  his  own  fiienage ;  and  Mr.  Inoham,  yield- 
ing to  the  suggestion,  withdrew  his  motion.  Be- 
fore he  withdrew  it — 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  sug^ted  the  expe- 
diency of  not  acting  on  this  subject  daring  the 
present  session.  The  Message  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  extending  double  duties  ^yond  the  ter* 
mination  of  the  war.  If  a  peace  were  to  take 
place  to-morrow,  there  would  be  time  enough  lo 
act  on  this  subject  before  they  would  end. 

This  part  of  the  Message  lies  on  the  table,  bat 
with  the  avowed  intention  of  Mr.  Ingham,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  to  move  an  in* 
structton  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
port to  this  House  a  tariff  of  duties,  indepoid- 
ently  of  the  Message. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  as  the 
House  was  now  about  to  act  on  the  President's 
Message,  it  was  important  that  they  should  hare 
before  them  all  the  measures  relating  to  the  sub* 
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jecL  He^  therefore,  mored  that  the  Coaimittee 
of  Foreign  Relations  be  discharged  from  the 
farther  coosideration  of  the  bill  which  came 
down  from  the  Senate  some  time  ago  for  prohib- 
iting the  importation  of  certain  descriptions  of 
woollen  ^oods,  aod  spirits  distilled  from  the  cane, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  the  two  bills  just  reported  had 
been  referred. 

Mr.  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  suggested  that  such 
a  motion  was  wholly  annecessarV;  as  that  bill 
had  no  relation  to  the  bills  just  referred,  and  its 
consideration  was  not  at  all  necessary  with  a 
▼lew  to  a  due  consideration  of  them. 

Mr.  WEBSTsa  adhered  to  his  opinion  of  the 
proprietv  of  giving  that  bill  the  course  he  had 
proposea. 

Mr.  Calhoun  remarked  that  that  act  had  been 
predicated  on  the  continuance  of  the  non-impor- 
tation system,  which,  if  not  repealed,  ought  cer- 
tainly to  be  rigorously  enforced.  It  was  not  ne- 
cessary that  the  bill  should  be  before  the  House. 
If  the  House  should  determine  against  the  pro- 
posed repeal,  it  would  then  be  a  j^roper  subject 
of  consiaeration  \  and  he  pledged  himself  for  the 
Committee,  that  the  Committee  would  in  such 
event  act  promptly  in  regard  to  it,  and  press  its 
adoption. 

Mr.  Webster's  motion  was  negatived — ayes 
49. 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

Mr.  Desba,  of  KentQcky,  rose  to  ofier  a  peso- 
lotion.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Qrurdt,)  in  offering  his  motion  on  8atordifty  on 
the  subject  of  a  mtional  Bank,  had  drawn  a 
^oomy  picture  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
nation,  and  asked  whether  Congress  would  ad- 
journ and  leave  them  in  this  situation.  His  mo- 
tion looked  to  such  a  state  of  things,  and  pro- 
posed to  enable  the  Government  in  such  an  emer- 
seocy  to  supply  the  deficiency.  The  resolution 
be  then  offered  was  in  the  following  words: 

Resohed^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieney  of  author- 
ioBg  tho  Piesident  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  bo 
isBiiedf  if  he  deems  it  necenary,  any  amount  of  Trsao- 
uiy  notes,  not  exceeding  fifteen  millions  of  doUar%  In 
sniBs  not  Isss  than  ten  nor  more  than  one  thousand 
doUais,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  centum  per  an- 
num, payable  quarter  yearly,  except  the  first  year,  and 
that  at  the  end  of  the  year,  redeemable  in  five  years; 
and  also  into  the  expediency  of  laying  duties  on 
watches,  gold  seals,  plate,  boots,  and  fine  hats,  to  dis- 
charge the  interest  on  said  notes. 

Mr.  Grdnoy,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  hoped  the 
resolution  would  be  adopted,  and  the  subject 
placed  in  a  proper  train  of  examination.  He  was 
glad  to  perceive  that  gentlemen  were  at  last  im- 
pressed with  the  necessity  of  providing  for  pos- 
sible cases.  The  adoption  of  the  resolution  would 
answer  at  least  one  good  purpose*  If  the  plan  it 
einbraced  should  be  discussed  and  found  ineffi- 
cient, the  proposition  which  he  (Mr.  G.)  had 
made  would  meet  with  a  more  favorable  recep- 
tion than  heretofore.  All  that  he  asked  was,  that 
the  same  liberality  should  be  extended  to  his  pro- 


position as  he  was  willing  to  extend  to  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  McKiM  laid,  he  should  be  sorry  to  deny  to 
the  gentleman  the  courtesy  of  having  his  reso- 
lution referred,  were  it  not  for  one  coosideration. 
If  the  gentleman  would  add  to  his  motion  a  pro- 
position for  such  further  tax  as  should  be  neces- 
sary to  redeem  the  notes  when  they  became  due, 
he  should  concur  in  his  motion.  But  he  asked 
of  the  House  to  take  a  deliberate  view  of  this 
subject  before  they  referred  the  resolution.  In 
his  little  experience  in  the  world  he  had  found  it 
necessary,  when  his  business  was  small,  to  be 
cautious  in  signing  notes ;  and  so  ought  the  Gk>v- 
ernmeot  to  be  exceedingly  cautious.  If  there 
was  any  one  point  on  which  the  Government 
should  be  cautious,  it  should  be  its  credit ;  and  a 
regard  for  the  credit  of  the  Government  would 
not  justify  the  issuing  of  these  notes  without  pro- 
viding for  their  redemption. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  most  cordially  concurred 
with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  whose  soul 
he  knew  to  be  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  his 
country,  as  he  had  proved  by  his  zealous,  volun- 
tary, personal  co-operation  in  the  war  during  the 
last  campaign ;  but  he  wished  to  add  to  his  Ust  of 
taxable  articles  several  others  which  he  named, 
viz:  lottery  prizes,  a  tax  everybody  would  be 
glad  to  pay ;  saddle  and  carriaffe  horses,  certainly 
articles  of  luxury ;  houses  and  lots  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  which  are  now  exempt  from 
the  direct  tax;  and  a  continuance  of  the  direct 
tax  on  land. 

Mr.  Barnett,  of  Georgia,  was  of  opinion  that 
many  articles  would  bear  taxation  equally  as  well 
as  those  which  had  been  proposed ;  but  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  or  of  the  House,  to  add  any  that  might  be 
thought  proper.  He  was  in  favor  of  this  propo- 
sition. He  wished  to  see  every  possible  means 
taken  to  enable  the  Government  to  carry  on  the 
war  in  which  we  are  engaged.  He  was  well 
convinced  we  had  resources  enooffh  to  carry  on 
the  war,  and  that  the  people  would  pay  anything, 
and  bear  taxes  of  any  description  to  support  the 
war.  The  people  possessed  patriotism  and  love 
of  country  enough  to  induce  them  to  support  the 
rights  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Stuart,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  Wriqht's  proposed  amendment  by  including 
in  it  "  also  race  horses,  mares,  and  fillies." 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  said  he  regretted 
to  see  the  course  this  business  was  now  taking. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  not 
been  inattentive  to  the  subject  embraced  in  this 
motion.  If  they  had  not  met  the  wishes  of  the 
House,  it  would  be  better  to  send  to  them  a  reso- 
lution of  instruction  in  a  general  form,  without 
designating  the  articles  proposed  to  be  taxed  to 
raise  a  revenue  to  defray  the  interest  of  these 
Treasury  notes.  «0n  that  head,  if  the  resolution 
were  so  passed,  he  knew  it  would  be  grateful  to 
the  feelings  of  the  committee  to  receive  any  rep- 
resentations of  individual  members  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  articles  which  it  would  be  proper  to 
tax. 
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Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  said  be  hoped  it 
would  not  be  considered  as  arrogant  in  men  de- 
voted to  tbe  best  interests  of  tbe  country,  after 
waitiDg  until  the  last  moment  of  the  session 
without  hearing  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  on  the  subject,  to  call  their  attention 
to  a  project  for  supplying  the  Treasury  with  the 
necessary  funds.  The  only  obstacle  to  obtainioe 
loans  was  the  omission  to  provide  the  ways  and 
means  to  pay  the  interest ;  and  this  was  an  ob- 
ject worthy  the  attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Wright's  and  Mr.  Stuart's  motions  were 
both  disagreed  to. 

The  question  being  stated  on  Mr.  Desha's 
motion — 

Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  said  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  woold  be  happy  at  any 
time  to  receive  any  iustructionsfrom  the  House; 
but  it  was  due  to  that  committee  to  state  that  the 
system  to  be  pursued  during  the  war  bad  been 
decided  on  by  Congress,  belore  the  appointment 
of  the  present  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
It  had  been  decided  that  taxes  should  be  laid  suf- 
ficient to  raise  a  revenue  to  pay  the  interest  on 
tbe  old  debt  and  on  the  new  debt  to  be  created 
by  loans  during  the  war.  It  was  true  that,  in 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  it  had  been 
stated  that  tbe  revenue  of  the  present  year  woold 
fall  short  of  the  necessary  amount  f  toO,000.  It 
had  been  shortly  afterwards  stated  to  the  com* 
mittee,  however,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  inter- 
nal revenue  would  so  far  exceed  the  estimated 
amount  during  the  present  year  as  to  cover  the 
supposed  deficit :  which  intimation  had  been  since 
formally  confirmed  by  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  which  had  been  recently  pre- 
sented to  the  House.  The  committee,  therefore, 
had  only  to  consider,  whether  it  would  be  better 
to  take  up  the  general  subject  of  providing  the 
next  year's  revenue  at  this  time,  or  to  leave  it 
until  tbe  next  session.  The  committee^  after 
considering  the  unsettled  state  of  our  foreign  re- 
lations, the  uncertainty  of  the  continuance  of 
the  war,  dbc.,  had  found  it  altogether  impossible 
to  decide  what  amount  of  taxes  would  be  neces- 
sary for  the  ensuing  year.  It  was  impossible  for 
the  committee  lo  decide  whether  or  not  the  re- 
strictive system  would  be  in  force  during  the 
next  year;  and  of  course  they  could  present 
nothing  more  than  a  mere  guess  of  the  amocmt 
of  revenue  which  it  might  be  actually  necessary 
to  raise  during  the  ensuing  vear.  It  had  been, 
therefore,  thought  better  to  let  tbe  subject  rest 
until  they  could  act  understandingly,  and  the 
means  could  be  proportioned  to  the  end.  On 
this  View  of  the  subject  they  had  postponed 
taking  it  up  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
Other  considerations  had  an  important  bearing 
on  this  determination.  All  the  internal  taxes 
being  now  in  operation,  it  would  be  improper  to 
make  a  change  in  them,  because  any  cnange 
would  afiect  the  whole  system,  and  instead  of 
increasing  the  revenue  would  diminish  it.  As 
to  tbe  direct  tax,  in  several  of  the  States  it  was 
folly  paid  in,  while  in  others  it  was  now  colleet* 


ing,  and  of  course  eocdd  not  be  revised  or  niodi« 
^e6  ;  and  it  would  be  much  better  for  Congros 
to  take  up  the  whole  subject  on  their  meeting  in 
the  Fall.  So  much  for  the  payment  of  tbe  in- 
terest on  the  loans.  But,  on  the  subject  of  Trea- 
sury notes,  a  sufficient  sum  was  already  author- 
ized for  the  service  of  the  present  year.  For  on« 
he  had  no  wish  to  see  paper  money  introduced 
as  a  general  system ;  and  whenever  it  came  to 
that  question,  that  we  cannot  provide  for  our 
pecuniary  wants  without  establishing  a  paper 
money,  he  was  for  reducing  those  wants.  He 
did  not  believe  Treasury  notes  could  be  circula- 
ted to  an  amount  greater  than  our  annmi  reve- 
nue, which  he  estimated  at  something  more  than 
eight  millions  of  dollars.  The  amount  cX  Treas- 
ury notes  beyond  our  revenue  must  be  io  the  na* 
ture  of  paper  money,  representing  nothing,  and 
possessing  only  a  nominal  value.  He  merely 
made  these  observations  to  justify  the  course  in 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  to  show 
that  they  had  not  been  inattentive  to  their  duty. 
Mr.  Barnbtt  said  if  the  motion  now  before  the 
House  had  answered  no  other  purpose,  it  had 
brou^t  out  information  of  which  he  before  knew 
nothing.  He  was  one  of  those  who  was  for  prose- 
cuting the  war  at  any  cost ;  and  he  would  rather 
see  further  taxes  resorted  to  than  some  otber 
plans  which  had  been  suggested  for  raising  a  reve- 
nue. He  believed  that  there  were  some  schemes 
before  the  House,  which  had  their  origin  in  an 
impression  that  toe  loan  would  not  be  obtatned 
without  their  adoptioo^  A  propositioo  to  eslab* 
lish  a  National  Bank  had  been  supported  oa  the* 
ground  that  funds  were  wanting  to  sopport  the 
war ;  which  same  ground  had  also  been  assigned 
for  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo. 
But  now  the  House  were  told  there  was  re  venae 
enough,  and  that  all  was  well.  If  so,  Mr.  B.  said 
be  was  satisfied ;  and  if  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  would  tell  the  House  there  was  no  oc- 
casion for  it,  he  would  vole  against  this  and  every 
siailsf  proposition;  ood  he  hoped  to  hsor  no 
more  of  theso  sftheoMs  for  EMsiiig  reveaoe^  He 
was  sorry  to  bear  obo  ohservntioo  from  the  ges* 
tlemaa,  absol  redociDg  the  wants  of  the  eountry -; 
whioh  he  could  not  comma  in  a»y  ocbet 


ing  tboa  that  of  giving  up  our  rijgrto  9m4  ankittg 
thing  rather  than  that. 


a  dishonorabte  peace.    He  wovid  resort  to  any^ 


BIr.  Eppsa  said,  in  reply  to  Mr.  B.,  that  his 
conduct  in  this  House  aird  eu«where  woold  prove 
that  he  was  as  much  disjposed  to  support  the  war 
as  any  gentleman,  and  felt  as  little  disposition  to 
surrender  the  rights  of  his  country,    oot^  in 


gard  to  the  Treasury  note?,  they  must  depreciate 
whenever  there  was  not  a  Known  fond  suflicient 
for  their  redemption,  dbe.  As  to  the  restrictive 
system,  which  had  been  hinted  at,  he  was  attached 
to  it;  but. when  a  question  was  presented  to  htr 
mind,  whether  he  woold  remove  that  system  or 
issue  paper  money,  he  could  not  hesitate.  When 
paper  money  is  resorted  to,  there  must  soon  be  an 
end  of  all  measures  requiring  money  to  support 
them. 
Mr.  Gbundt,  of  Tennessee,  expkiacd  what  he 
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htd  taid  of  a  National  Baok,  ai  connected  with 
the  loan  for  the  present  year,  differently  from  the 
idea  Mr.  Dbbha  and  Mr.  BARNfirr  appeared  to 
entertain  of  it. 

Mr.  Desha  said  he  had  not  expected  this  motion 
would  meet  with  so  warm  an  opposition,  which 
he  had  predicated  on  the  donbts  which  had  been 
expressed  of  the  practicability  of  obtaining  the 
loan.    As  to  the  remarks  on  the  danger  of  issuing 
Treasury  notes,  he  apprehended  no  di£Bculty  on 
that  score:  he  had  collected  in  the  resolution  sev- 
eral articles  of  axtniTaganoe  and  luxury,  which 
would  well  beartaxatiooyto  defray  the  interest  of 
the  Treaenry  notes  ^  which,  if  issued  under  this 
regulation,  would  be  in  no  daoser  of  depreciation. 
They  were  not  to  be  redeemable  in  less  than  five 
years ;  and  the  QoTernment,  being  bound  to  re- 
deem them,  would  before  that  time  proride  a 
fVind  for  redeemiuff  them.    As  to  a  paper  money 
system,  be  certainly  riewed  it  as  a  great  erii ; 
but  what  difference  was  there  between  that  and 
a  bank  paper  ?    Both  were  paper  money.    Trea- 
sury notes  would  circulate  as  freely  at  least  as 
bank  paper,  because  bearing  interest.    The  credit 
of  the  nation  was  not  so  bad  but  that  the  farmers 
and  others  who  wished  to  lay  up  money  would 
give  a  preference  to  the  Treasury  notes  over  any 
other  money.    As  to  the  proposed  baok,  he  in 
common  with  many  others  entertained  Coosiitu- 
tioaai  aeruples;  in  regard  to  Treasury  notes^  no 
such  diffieultjr  attended  them.    The  first  object 
with  every  fnend  to  his  couatry  must  be  the  proa- 
ecttitoa  of  the  war;  and  with  a  view  to  that  o^ 
ject  ke  had  made  this  motion. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  New  York,  opposed  even  sending 
this  propoeition  to  a  committee  for  inquiry,  be- 
cause it  would  produce  an  impression  that  this 
House  was  satisfied  there  ,tn>ffht  be  a  necessity 
of  adding  fifteen  millions  of  Treasury  notes  to 
the  amount  already  proposed  to  be  issued.  Such 
a  measure  would  spread  a  ffeneral  alarm,  at  the 
l^ospect-  of  such  a  mass  of  paper  money  being 
thrown  into  circulation.  Without  more  cogent 
reasons  than  he  had  heard,  Mr.  F.  said  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  tamper  with  such  danger- 
ous experiments. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  was 
opposed  to  this  resolution,  not  because  he  was  op- 
posed to  theprinciple  of  it,  but  because  the  Com- 
mittee of  HVays  and  Means  already  have  power 
to  act  on  this  subject.  For  his  part,  he  had  been 
favorable  lo  this  scheme ;  but  could  not  find  a 
second  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on 
the  subject.  He  was  satisfied  what  would  be  the 
lesuii  oir  the  inquiry  if  it  were  submitted  to  that 
committee,  and  therefore  should  vote  against  it ; 
though  if  the  gentleman  would  change  it  so  as 
to  make  the  resolution  imperative  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill  on  the 
sabject,  he  would  vote  for  it. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Desha's 
motion  was  then  decided  m  the  negative — yeas 
37«  nays  108,  as  follows : 

YmAs— MesBiB.  Baid,  Bsmett,  Bowen,  Oaldwell, 
Ghappell,  Cen&l,  Conard,  Crawlbrd,  Crouch,  Desha, 
Barloy  Bvsnsk  Fsnow,  Fiaaklia»  CJoordhiy  Qfiffia, 
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Gmady,  Hall,  Harris*  Hawes,  Humphreys,  Ingham^ 
Irving,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerr,  Lyle,  ifscon,Muiw 
free.  Nelson,  Newton,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Shsipi 
Smith  of  Yirginisy  Strong,  Wtrd  of  New  Jersey,  White- 
hill,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Brad- 
bury, Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Batter,  Cs- 
perton,  Cslhoon,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Corn- 
stock,  Cox,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davenport, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denovelles,  Duvall,  Ely,  Eppes, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Hanson,  Hssbronck,  Haw^ 
kins,  HowsU,  Hnngerford,  Ingersoll,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedjf ,  Kent  of  New 
To^  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kershaw,  mlbonm,  King  of 
Massaehnsetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lefferts, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Maikell,  McKim,  MeLeen» 
MiUer,  Moffit,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Onom' 
by,  Parker,  Pesnon,  Pickering,  Piokens,  I^per,  PSt« 
kin,  Pleasants,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WOliam 
Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ridgely,  Ringgoldf 
Roggles,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipheid» 
Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Staa- 
ibrd,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Tsggart,  Talhnadge,  Taanehillt 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Tbomjpsoo,  Troupe  Udree,  Yose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox^ 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

So  the  House  determined  against  the  motion. 
NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  basiness  of  Saturday  last,  being  Mr. 
QRUNnv's  motion  to  appoint  a  committee  to  in- 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise* 

Mr.  Nswton's  motion  for  indefinite  postpone? 
ment  of  this  subject  being  still  under  eonstdera- 
tioQ** 

Mr.  Fawrow,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  spoke  against 
the  postponement.  He  was  inclined  to  belietre 
the  estanlisbment  of  a  National  Bank  to  be  both 
Constitutiooal  and  expedient;  and  should  there* 
fore  vote  against  the  postponement,  without  say* 
inff  how  he  should  vote  on  the  bill,  became  he 
did  not  know  in  what  form  it  would  be  reported. 
The  want  of  time  was  no  argument  against  the 
discussion  of  this  subject.  None  could  be  of 
flM>re  importance,  or  more  peremptorily  requir- 
ing members  to  sacrifice  personal  couTenienceto 
the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  supported  the  in- 
definite postponement.  He  was  against  the  pro- 
aosition  proposed  to  be  postponed,  if  it  was  only 
oecause  the  difficulties  said  to  exist  in  procnrinflf 
funds  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  were  seixed 
on  to  produce  a  change  of  principle.  As  to  the 
difiicolties  which  were  said  to  exist,  he  consid- 
ered them  in  a  great  degree  imaginary,  and  their 
reiteration  as  calculated  to  produce  no  beneficial 
consequences  to  the  nation.  He  did  not  beliere 
the  difficulties  in  question,  if  they  existed  at  all, 
were  such  as  to  require  this  House  to  saerifice 
principle  at  the  shrine  of  necessity.  He  should 
therefore  rote  for  the  indefinite  postponement, 
however  under  other  oircunutances  he  might  oh- 
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j«ot  to  such  a  coarse  of  legislation,  becaase  pre- 
sent necessity  was  made  the  plea  for  obtaining 
that  decision  from  the  House  which,  under  other 
circumstances,  could  not  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the 
postponement.  He  had  heard  no  one,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  advocate  a  sacrifice  of  prin- 
ciple to  the  exigency  of  the  times.  He  did  not 
know  but  the  establishment  of  a  Bank  could  be 
amply  supported  on  general  grounds  distinct  from 
the  situation  of  the  Government  or  from  consid- 
erations of  finance.  He  was  happy  that  this  was 
a  question  trammelled  by  no  party  considerations ; 
it  was  a  question  which  concerned  commerce  and 
commercial  operations.  Representing  a  distant 
but  highly  commercial  section  of  the  country, 
which  hid  fair  to  equal  if  not  outstrip  anj  other 
part  of  the  United  States  in  commercial  import- 
ance, he  felt  disposed,  whenever  in  his  power,  to 
4o  any  act,  not  contravening  the  Constitution, 
which  would  be  beneficial  to  commerce.  Those 
gentlemen  who  entertained  Constitutional  objec- 
tions would  do  well  to  vote  against  postpone- 
ment, because  xYktj  could  not  be  expected  to  yield 
them.  Having  himself  no  such  objection,  and 
lookine  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure  only, 
he  wished  for  an  opportunity  of  fair  consideration 
to  be  offered  to  this  subject. 

Mr.  Hawkins  spoke  in  explanation.  He  said 
he  should  be  always  ready  to  give  a  candid  con- 
aideration  to  any  proposition  made  in  this  House 
under  ordinary  circumstances.  But  this  subject, 
he  saidf  presented  itself  in  an  attitude  which  did 
not  entitle  it  to  disctj^sion  by  the  House,  because 

Eredicated  on  a  supposed  difficulty  which  might 
e  found  in  obtaining  the  loan  already  authorized 
by  law.  Temporary  expedients  were  not  proper 
for  such  cases,  but  measures  of  a  more  durable 
character.  Therefore  it  was  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  indefinite  postponement.  Whenever  the 
question  should  present  itself  on  principles  un- 
connected with  others  of  moment  and  present  im- 
portance, he  should  not  be  found  opposed  to  the 
investigation  of  it. 

Mr.  Robertson  added,  that  he  considered  this 
as  an  abstractproposition,  and  so  might  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  if  he  chose.  Some  gen- 
llemen  supposed  it  bad  reference  to  the  immediate 
convenience  of  the  Qovernment,  and  some  might 
Tote  for  it  and  others  against  it  in  that  view  \  but 
they  who  so  voted  would  vote  from  motives  which 
Mr.  R.  said  had  no  operation  on  him.  He  did 
consider  it  as  an  abstract  proposition  whether  or 
not  it  was  expedient  at  this  time  to  establish  a 
National  Bans. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  should  vote 
to  postpone  this  proposition,  because  there  was 
already  before  the  House  a  bill  on  the  subject  of 
a  National  Bank ;  and  because  he  was  opposed 
to  taking  up,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  a 
subject  which  required,  in  acting  on  it,  the  great- 
est care  and  deliberation. 

Mr.  Potter,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  he  should 
vote  for  the  postponement,  because  no  bill  could 
be  reported  on  the  subject  of  a  National  Bank 
that  he  could  vote  for.  The  establishment  of  such 


a  bank  would  answer  no  valuable  purpose  to  the 
community^  and  by  withdrawing  from  circnlatioa 
for  six  or  nine  months  a  vast  amount  of  specie 
would  add  to  the  distresses  already  experienced 
in  the  nation  from  the  want  of  it. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
then  decided  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  BaM^  Baylies 
of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbmy,  BndL- 
enridgSi  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  CiBej,  Claik, 
Crawford,  Davenport,  Dosha,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evans, 
Geddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hally  Huiaoo, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Howell,  Hnngerferd,  Ingenoll,  Ir- 
ving, Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Ken- 
nedy, Kent  of  New  Yoik,  Kerahaw,  King  of  Maan,- 
diusetts.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Macon,  MazkeO, 
McKim,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Moael^,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasante,  Post,  PotUr,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Rngglea, 
Sharp,  Sheffey,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Stnrges,  Troop,  Vooe, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetti, 
and  Wrightr— 71. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alston,  Archer,  Bsmett,  Bowen, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Batler,  Caldwell,  CaIhoan,ChapipeU, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Cox,  Cretghton,  Oroucii, 
Cnlpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoj- 
elles,  Duvall,  Earle,  Farrow,  Findiey,  Fisk  of  Yermottt, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forqrdi>  Franklin,  Gas- 
ton, Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Chiindy,  Harris,  Haabroock, 
Humphreys,  Ingham,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jack- 
son flSr  Virginia,  Kent  of  Maiyland,  Kerr,  Kiiboon, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  LeiTerts,  Lowndes,  McLean, 
Montgomeiy,  Mnrfree,  Oakley,  Ormaby,  Parker,  Pear- 
son, Pickens,  Piper,  Rea  of  PennsylTania,  Rich,  Ridge- 
ly,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Sldnnsr, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylrania,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Strong,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tannehill,  Tay- 
lor, Telfair,  Thompson,  Udree,  Ward  of  Massachttsetts, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Yancey — 80. 

So  the  House  determined  that  Mr.  Grunot'b 
motion  should  not  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Hall  of  Georgia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  motion  by  adding  after  the  word  "  bank."  the 
words  "  within  the  District  of  Columbia." 

After  a  few  words  of  objection  by  Mr.  Gaon- 
OT,  wlio  wished  the  motion  general,  to  afford  line 
Committee  latitude  of  discretion  as  to  thedetnils 
of  the  institution,  and  some  observations  from  Mr. 
Wright  in  reply,  Mr.  Hall's  motion  was  nega- 
tived— ayes  32. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  and  decided  as  follows:  For  the 
motion  76,  against  it  69. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  a  committee 
of  nine  members  directed  to  be  appointed  to  carf  y 
it  into  effect.  And  Messrs.  Grundy,  Oaklet,  Cau* 
HOUN,  Gaston,  Jaccson  of  Virginia,  Lowndb*, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Imoham,  and  Fisk  of 
New  York,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 


Tubs  DAT,  April  5. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
R.  Williams;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Comtoictee  of  the  Wiiole. 
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Mr.  Archbr  reported  a  bill  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  make  restitution  to 
Che  owners  of  the  Danish  brigantine  called  the 
Henrick;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Css- 
title ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppbs  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  i^elief  of 
Edward  Hallowell ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Bppbb  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  T.  Williamson  and  Thomas  Rice ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engfrossed  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  fippEs  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Benjamin  W.  Crowninshield ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
tJiird  time  tOfmorrow. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
Were  inslracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
iacreasing  the  compensation  allowed  to  the  Col- 
lectors of  the  Customs,  made  an  unfaYorable  re- 
port thereon;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the 
House* 

Mr.  Eppbs  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  Stephen  Girard,  referred  on  the  14lh 
ultimo;  which  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  militia  slain,  and  for  militia  dis- 
abled in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amendment  which 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  peniten- 
tiary in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  provide 
the  necessary  funds  therefor,  was  postponed  in- 
definitely. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act 
entitled  ''An  act  for  ascertaining  the  titles  and 
eiaims  to  lands  in  that  part  of  Louisiana  which 
lies  east  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  Island  of 
New  Orleans.  The  bill  was  reported  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons 
who,  by  mistake,  have  made  wrong  entries  on 
the  public  lands;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
ment thereto,  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the 
same:  Upon  which,  the  Speaker  decided,  that 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
was  not  in  order,  because  the  amendment  struck 
OQt  the  whole  bill,  which  consisted  of  but  one 
section,  and  therefore  amounted  to  a  rejection  of 
the  bill. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Taylor,  that 
the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely,  and  the 


question  being  taken,  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflir- 
mative. 

Mr.  Grunot,  of  Tennessee,  made  a  report  on 
the  memorial  of  Thomas  Claxton,  concluding 
with  resolutions  recommending  the  appointment 
of  James  Claxton  to  attend  to  the  post  office  and 
stationery  office  of  the  House,  with  a  compensa- 
tion of  three  dollars  per  day  during  the  session. 
A  motion  was  made  to  substitute  two  for  three 
dollars  in  the  report,  but  wan  negatived.  And 
the  report  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bill  concerning  invalid  pension- 
ers was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  collection,  preserva- 
tion, and  exhibition  of  such  flags,  standards,  and 
colors  as  shall  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be. 
taken  bv  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  Unitea 
States  from  their  enemies,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Cutter,  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Cahoone  and  others,  re- 
spectively, passed  through  Committees  of  the 
whole  House,  and  were  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  States  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Inoersoll, 
postponed  indefinitely. 

The  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  peti- 
tion of  J.  A.  Chevallie,  agent  of  Amelie  Bogenie 
Beaumarchais,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sbbffey, 
postponed  indefinitely. 

NEXT  MEETING  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr*  Eppbs,  of  Virginia,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  reported 
a  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, (the  third  Monday  in  October  next ;)  which 
was  twice  read. 

Mr.  Jaokson,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  so  as  to  fix  on  the  first  day  of  November  as 
the  day  of  meeting,  and  assigned  as  a  reason  the 
occurrence  of  manv  elections  about  that  period, 
which  it  would  be  desirable  to  members  to  attend, 
and  also  the  advantages  of  short  sessions,  in  which 
as  much  business  was  generally  done  as  in  long 
ones. 

Mr.  Eppbs  said,  it  was  desirable  that  Congress 
should  meet  at  as  early  a  day  as  gentlemen  re- 
siding at  a  distance  could  venture  into  the  cli- 
mate; for  the  reason  that,  if  this  present  war 
continues,  not  only  the  direct  tax  must  be  revived, 
but  other  taxes  must  be  put  in  operation.  It  was 
supposed  that  three  months  would  be  sufficient  to 
put  ihe  direct  tax  into  operation^  after  the  law 
should  pass  for  laying  it.  Allowing  a  month  for 
enacting  the  law  it  might  go  into  operation  with- 
in the  month  of  February,  and  a  considerable  part 
of  the  proceeds  come  into  the  Treasury  during 
that  year.  If  the  war  continued,  it  would  be 
proper  for  Congress  to  meet  in  time  to  make  effi- 
cient provisions  for  the  service  of  the  next  year. 
The  month  of  October  would  be  as  inconvenient 
a  time  for  himself  to  be  absent  from  home,  Mr. 
E.  said,  as  for  any  gentleman  in  the  House ;  but 
private  convenience  must  yield  to  the  public  in- 
terest. 
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Mr.  Jackson  coocurred  in  the  aentiment  last 
advanced  by  his  colleague,  but  he  conceived  that 
the  time  he  had  propoMd  woqld  be  early  enough 
for  Congress  to  meet ;  and  being  only  two  weeks 
later  than  the  day  ptopoted  by  his  friend,  could 
not  make  any  material  difference. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  Mon- 
dav  next.    Negatived — ayes  43. 

Mr.  QauNDY,  of  Tennessee,  was  desirous  of 
fixing  on  such  a  day  as  should  reconcile  the  con- 
Tenience  of  membm  with  the  public  ffood ;  and, 
that  the  Houae  «iight  have  time  to  reflect  on  it, 
he  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Post,  of  New  York,  said  he  saw  no  neces- 
sity, aHer  what  had  fallen  from  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  either 
deferring  the  question,  or  for  passing  the  bill  now 
before  the  House.  For,  if  he  understood  the  gen- 
tleman, it  was  supported  on  the  contingency  that 
we  may  next  year  have  a  continuation  of  the 
war.  The  occasion  for  meeting  beine  a  con  tin- 
gency,  and  the  President  having  full  power  to 
call  Congress  whenever  he  shall  deem  it  proper, 
he  saw  no  occasion  to  pass  a  law  oo  the  subject ; 
especially  when,  by  coming  here  as  early  as  pro- 
posed, members  from  the  Northern  States  ran 
considerable  risk  of  su&ring  from  the  influence 
of  this  cliioaie. 

Mr.  Eppbs  said,  although  it  was  perfectly  true 
that  the  President  might  convene  Congress  when- 
ever he  thought  proper,  yet  he  thought  it  correct, 
when  the  Legislature  was  responsible,  that  it 
should  not  place  itself  at  the  discretion  of  theSx- 
eautive.  It  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  provide 
Um  ways  and  means  for  carrying  on  the  war  3  and 
it  was  their  duty  to  meet  in  time  to  do  so,  with- 
out depending  on  the  discretion  of  the  Executive 
in  this  recpect* 

Mr.  FiMDUBT,  of  Pennsylvania,  remarked,  in 
addition,  that  the  power  given  to  the  Executive 
to  convoke  Congress,  was  not  to  dn  the  ordinary 
buaiaass  of  the  nation,  but  such  iDatters  as  nnfore- 
aaca  events  occurring  during  the  recess  might 
nader  necessary. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was 
decided  as  followa— For  the  motion  661,  against 

80  liie  hill  lies  on  the  table. 

MODIFIED  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Inqbam,  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  view  to 
fulfil  the  intention  he  had  avowed  during  tke 
debate  of  yesterday,  moved  the  following  r^ln- 
lion: 

ffwhsrf.  Thai  the  Secwiary  of  the  Tiwmj  be  dr 
leded  la  lepoil  to  Conifsss,  al  their  aaxi  ssssien.  a 
geneial  lanfl'Qf  dmm,  oenfinahly  to  the  exiilii^  aitn- 
alion  of  the  general  and  local  inlsnsts  of  the  Uniftad 


Mr.  Pirnn,  of  Connacticut,  said  this  sal^t 
had  been  Ireouently  agitated  in  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  it  had  been  ctwtsidared 
dtsimblcwith  a  view  to  modifientiona  in  theaya- 
am,  m  obtain  an  account  of  the  amonni  of  wool- 
en goods  and  other  merchandise  imported.    To 


mature  a  reaoliilion  on  this  snbiect,  he  Ihonght 
was  more  properly  the  duty  of  the  Conunittee  af 
Ways  and  Means,  and  suggested  the  ]iroprtety  a# 
referring  this  resolution  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  SETasRT,  of  Pennsylvania,  exprened  him- 
self decidedly  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  his  col- 
league, and  saw  no  necessity  whatever  for  dday 
by  a  reference  of  the  subject  to  nay  cooamittee 
whatever. 

Mr.  NswTOH,  of  Virginia,  expressed  himself 
favorably  to  the  object  of  this  motion,  bat  did  not 
think  it  as  comprehensive  as  might  be  desimUe. 
Instead  of  an  ad  vahrem  duty,  he  thooght  that 
many  of  the  duties  ought  to  be  specific.  That 
he  and  other  gentlemen  might  reflect  on  this 
matter,  and  prepare  amendmeiUa  if  neceaanry,  be 
moved  that  the  reaolution  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Inobam,  of  Pennsylvania  objected  to  the 
motion's  lying  on  the  table,  beoiose  of  the  int^ 
ness  of  the  period  of  the  session.  He  epoke  of  the 
necessity  or  a  tariff^  and  the  leagth  of  time  since 
any  change  had  been  made  in  Uk  present  rate  of 
duties.  Some  of  the  specific  diuies  were  now 
from  45  to  50,  whilst  the  highest  ad  vnVorem 
duties,  being  principally  on  those  nrtielea,  toe, 
which  come  in  competition  with  our  manafae* 
tares,  were  not  more  than  15^  though  nominally  25 
per  cent. 

Bdr.  iNonnnoix,  of  Pennsylvnnia,  hoped  that 
the  resolution  of  his  colieague  would  be  suffeied 
to  pnaa,  as  he  thought  it  o^pht  to  have  done  as 
moved  yesterday ;  not  being  able  to  see  the  force 
of  the  objection,  then  urged,  that  it  would  be  w- 
proper  to  refer  to  one  of  the  Seeretnries  any  sub- 
ject embraced  in  a  Measage  from  the  Presidcnc 
One  reason,  among  others,  why  he  wished  the 
resolution  to  pass,  was,  that  he  saw  in  to-daf^ 
nearspaper  a  mistake  which  it  was  neeeaaary  to 
correct.  In  the  National  Intelligencer  of  this 
morninff,  it  waa  stated  that  the  prolongntioa  of 
the  double  duties  waa  not  included  in  the  repora— 
the  commiuee  appearing  to  deem  it  not  neeeaaa* 
rily  connected  with  other  subjects  embmeed  in 
the  measage.  You  have  before  you  a  message 
propoaiag  to  change  eompletely,  iiom  top  to  boa* 
tom,  the  nspect  of  your  commercial  relationa  ;  nnd 
the  Preaident,  well  awnre  of  the  eiEeet  whi^  evan 
the  report  of  theae  measnrea  would  have  en  the 
mannlnctnring  intereat,  aaaoeiates  in  the  measage 
a  recemuMndation  to  pfoiong  the  donbfta  dntiaai 
That  aaaucr  has  been  sufiered  to  lie  on  the  tnhlft 
Now,  suppose  the  present  meiien  of  hia  coUengwa 
should  be  Inid  en  the  mhle^  the  iden  thmwn  oat 
in  this  paragraph  would  gain  grennd,  and  the 
manufacturers  wenid  be  impmaed  with  the  iden 
that  there  vraa  no  dispositien  in  the  Houae  to  nt« 
tend  to  their  iniercats.  Thia  iden  the  Honae^  he 
hoped,  would  not  enconmge. 

lir.  McKm,  of  Mairyland,  anid  he  eeidd  aee  na 
reason  for  the  reaoiution'a  lying  on  the  tnblei  he* 
cnnae  the  ol^ta  in  view  eonld  be  very  renitly 
ohuincd  by  an  nmendaaent,  whieh,  if  the  motian 
to  lay  it  en  the  tnhle  waa  n^gniived,  he  would 
ofier. 
The  melion  in  ky  the  raaalniMNi  oa  the  table 
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Mr*  McK>M  tkeD  moved  to  amend  the  reM^a- 
tioD,  by  adding  to  it  the  folio  wins  words:  ^  with 
*  a  view,  also,  to  extend  the  specific  duties  as  far 
'  as  practicable,  and  to  suggest  each  improvements 
'  of  the  laws  as  mav  be  neeessary  to  secure  more 
'  effectually  the  collection  of  tlie  duties  on  im- 
<  ports  and  tonnage."  The  latter  clause  he  had 
introduced  because  of  the  facility  to  smugglinff, 
which  the  unrestricted  removal  of  foreign  goods 
from  one  port  to  another  now  afforded. 

Mr.  Inoham  objected  to  this  amendment  as 
going  to  limit  the  object  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  LowMDis,  of  South  Carolina,  hoped  the 
amendment  would  not  prevail.  As  the  resolu- 
tion now  stood,  it  was  left  perfectly  open,  ex- 
pressing no  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
The  amendment,  however,  went  to  express  an 
opinion,  which  t|ie  House  eould  not  be  prepared 
so  hastily  and  unadvisedly  to  decide  on.  All  that 
could  be  correctly  done  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  was  generally  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Beeretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  subject. 

The  amendment  moved  bv  Mr.  McKui  was 
disagreed  to,  and  Mr.  Ingbam'b  motion  then  pass* 
ad  without  objection. 


WsDNESDAT,  April  6. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '^  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  Cheevers,"  with  amendments.  The 
Senate  nave  passed  a  bill  ^authorizing  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  marine  corps,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  also,  a  bill  '*  directing  the  disposition  of 
monejr  paid  into  the  courts  of  the  United  States  $" 
in  whica  bills  and  amendments  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

Mr.  Wbioht,  of  Marvland,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  whica  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table: 

Buohed,  That  the  following  rule  be  added  to  the 
mles  of  this  Honse:  ''That  no  amendment  by  way  of 
rider  be  jreceivsd  to  any  bill  on  its  third  reading." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JfiNifiNoa,  of  Indiana,  ordered 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  discharged 
from  the  fordlier  consideration  of  the  bill  to  de* 
fine  more  ezpiicttly  the  duties  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Territories  of  Ijadiana  and  Illinois. 

The  House  resumed  the  constderatteii  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  ThomM 
Claxtoa. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  Honse 
yesterday  to  strike  out  the  word  '*  three''  and  in- 
sert '^two"  as  the  compensation  to  be  allowed 
per  day  to  the  keeper  of  the  letter  and  stationet f 
office,  was  carried,  and  the  House,  by  a  vote  ot 
#8  to  49,  agreed  to  the  said  amendmenu 

A  motion  was  made  further  to  amend  the  re* 
port;  when  the  resolution  and  amendments  were, 
en  motion  of  Mr.  CALBonN,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

REPBAL  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  Honse,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  and  non-importa- 


tion acts,  and  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportaiiaa 
of  specie. 

The  first  mentioned  bill  was  first  taken  upi 
and  the  first  section  having  been  read— 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  (the  Chair* 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Helation%) 
rose  to  speak  to  the  merits  of  the  bill.  In  order 
to  jttdffe  of  the  propriety  of  the  measure  it  em- 
braceo,  he  said,  it  would  be  necessary  to  go  hack  lo 
the  nature  and  character  of  the  war  in  which  this 
nation  is  engaged.  It  was,  as  it  had  been  em* 
phatically  and  correctljr  stated,  a  war  for  Free 
Trade  and  Sailors'  Rights:  and  such,  Mr.  C. 
said,  roust  be  the  character  of  every  war  in  which 
this  nation  is  engaged.  We  are  so  far  removed 
from  the  European  contest,  that  we  shall  never 
enter  into  the  struggles  for  continental  power  in 
that  Quarter  of  the  world.  Not  that  we  should 
be  indifferent  spectators  of  the  events  in  Gurope, 
because  the  changes  there  may  have  a  coasidera* 
ble  bearing  on  the  affairs  and  interests  of  this 
country :  but  the  interest  we  feel  in  these  events 
is  not  of  such  a  character  as  to  make  us  a  pri* 
roary  party  in  any  of  these  centesu.  But  one 
circumstance  always  accompanying  the  Kuri^ 
pean  strug^es,  will  more  or  less  involve  the 
rights  of  this  country  in  them.  Of  such  a  char* 
acter  is  the  British  commercial  or  maritime  policy, 
which  in  its  effect  tends  to  destroy  the  free  tr«ie 
of  this  countrv  and  also  to  infringe  the  rights  of 
our  seamen,  in  this  point  of  view  it  is  a  matter 
of  great  importance  that  we  shoold  duly  reflect 
on  the  character  of  the  present  contest,  to  decide 
what  part  this  country  ought  to  act,  and  what 
principles  should  now  govern  oiu  conduct.  The 
policy  of  Britain,  which  is  to  contract  and  limit 
neutral  rights,  and  which,  \i  not  resisted,  would 
annihilate  them,  will  always  have  a  strong  bear* 
ing  on  the  United  States.  But  that  policy  will 
not  stop  here;  it  will  afiect  the  interests  of  every 
country  in  Europe,  and  place  them  more  or  less 
on  the  side  of  this  country  in  resistance  to  the 
commercial  policy  of  England.  It  then  becomes 
a  matter  of  policy  to  unite  those  countries,  in* 
terested  in  the  cause  of  free  trade,  in  the  struggle 
which  we  are  obliged  to  make  ajpinst  the  usur* 
pations  of  our  enemy.  In  this  point  of  view  the 
most  liberal  and  senerous  policy  ouffht  to  be  poi^ 
sued  by  us  as  to  tne  other  rowers  of  Europe  and 
particularly  to  the  great  Northern  Poiyers,  Sweden 
and  Russia.  But  it  might  be  said  our  past  meas- 
ures contradict  this  leading  principle  o£  policy. 
Mr.  C.  thought  not.  The  restrictive  system 
sprung  from  an  unusual  state  of  things:  it  was  a 
pacific  policy,  arising  from  the  extraordinary  state 
of  the  world  at  the  time  we  embarked  in  it — ^and* 
of  course  was  a  temporary  rather  than  a  perma- 
nent policy.  On  looking  back  to  its  origin,  gea« 
tlemen  would  find  it  to  be  such  as  he  had  stated. 
It  originated  at  a  moment  when  every  Power 
on  the  continent  of  Europe  was  arrayed  against 
Qreat  Britain,  and  no  one  country  inJSurope  was 
then  interested  in  the  support  or  defence  of  nen* 
tral  rights.  There  was  scarcely  a  port  in  Europe, 
which,  at  the  commencement  of  our  restrictive 
system,  was  not  occluded  to  British  couameiee^ 
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In  this  state  of  thiDg^,  the  United  States,  in  order 
to  avoid  war,  not  having  taken  the  resolution  at 
tiiat  time  to  declare  war^  resorted  to  the  restrict- 
ive system — resorted  to  it  because  the  extraordi- 
nary state  of  the  European  world  presented  a 
prospect  that  the  strong  pressure  of  this  system 
00  Great  Britain  might  save  the  nation  from  a 
vrar  into  which  we  have  since  been  reluctantly 
drawn.  Such  was  the  character  of  the  embargo 
measure,  originating  from  the  posture  of  the 
world  at  that  day,  wnen  it  was  resorted  to  with- 
out the  prospect  of  its  producing  an  impression 
on  any  neutral  Power — for  there  were  then  no 
neutrals.  Gentlemen  might  say,  that,  in  this 
view  of  the  restrictive  system,  it  ought  to  have 
terminated  at  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
To  be  candid,  Mr.  C.  said,  that  was  his  opinion; 
and  when  a  motion  was  made,  by  a  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  to  that  effect,  he  (Mr.  C.) 
had  advocated  it  on  the  ground  that  the  restrict- 
ive policy  was  opposed  to  war.  That  motion 
was  not  successful,  but  it  was  rejected  by  a  ma- 
jority of  one  vote,  so  many  members  of  the  Re- 
poblican  party  agreeing  .with  him  in  that  opinion 
as  almost  to  have  carried  the  question  at  that 
time.  But  why  was  the  system  not  then  termi- 
nated 1  The  reasons  would  be  obvious  to  all 
who  reverted  to  the  circumstances  of  that  time. 
The  state  of  the  world  which  originally  induced 
the  system,  which  gave  great  energy  to  it  con- 
tinued in  its  pristine  vigor.  All  Europe  was  still 
occluded  to  British  commerce;  the  war  between 
Russia  and  France  had  not  broken  out — Russia 
had  not  then  opened  her  ports  to  British  com- 
merce. This  was  then  toe  governing  motive 
which  prevented  the  repeal  of  that  system.  Had 
the  state  of  the  world  then  been  what  it  now  is; 
had  all  the  Boropeau  world,  France  excepted, 
been  open  to  British  commerce;  had  there  existed 
neulral  nations  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  of 
yery  great  power  and  influence;  Mr.  C.  said,  had 
this  state  of  things  then  existed,  there  was  the 
strongest  reason  to  believe,  from  the  small  minor- 
itj  against  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Buissachusetts  to  which  he  had  alluded,  the  re- 
strictive system  would  have  been  terminated  by 
the  war.  As  to  his  own  views  of  that  system, 
Mr.  C.  said  he  thought  it  ought  to  have  termina- 
ted in  war  earlier  than  it  did.  In  this  respect  he 
had  disagreed  with  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  with  whom  he  had  then  voted. 
They  wished  neither  war  nor  restriction. 

But,  said  Mr.  C,  let  us  now  attend  to  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  world.  What  is  the  condition  of 
^England?  As  between  us  and  Great  Britain, 
there  are  many  nations  of  great  power  now  in  a 
neutral  condition.  Russia,  Sweden,  all  Germany, 
Denmark,  Russia,  Spain,  for  even  she  mav  be  con- 
sidered neutral — and  perhaps  Holland.  Under  the 
entire  change  in  the  circumstances  of  Europe, 
ooffht  not  the  restrictive  system  then  to  terminate? 
Indubitably— -indubitably,  he  said,  because  all  the 
reasons  which  justifled  and  recommended  its  con- 
tinuance had  ceased.  It  was  orieinally  resorted  to 
as  a  specific  measure ;  having  declared  war,  as  a 
war  meat  are  it  was  continued,  and  was  a  forcible 


measure,  because  all  Europe  was  shut  against 
our  enemy.  All  Europe  being  now  open  to  her, 
that  reason  has  ceased.  Suppose  we  were  to 
persist  in  the  measure.  Does  any  one  believe  that 
England  will  feel  the  measure  as  she  did  when 
the  Continent  was  bhot?  Certainly  not.  Bat 
in  addition  to  that  consideration,  the  fact  is  that 
we  are  now  contending  for  free  trade,  and  ought 
to  propitiate  as  much  as  possible  every  nation 
which  has  the  same  interest  as  ourselves  in  its 
maintenance.  In  one  word,  it  is  oar  interest  to 
attach  the  friendship  of  Russia,  Sweden,  Holland| 
Denmark,  and  of  all  nations  who  have  a  deep  in- 
terest in  free  trade,  to  the  cause  of  America*  Mr. 
C.  felt  a  strong  impression,  that  if  we  opened  our 
ports  to  them,  aad  the  maritime  usurpations  of 
Great  Britaiii  continued,  they  would  in  time 
make  common  cause  with  America ;  that  in  time 
their  weight  would  be  thrown  into  the  scale  witJt 
us  to  counteract  the  policy  of  Great  Britain.  It 
would  not  be  decorous  or  wise  for  the  United 
States,  standing  up  for  the  freedom  of  trade,  to 
pursue  a  course  of  policy  calculated  to  irritate 
those  nations  with  whom  we  may  have  common 
cause.  What  had  the  Emperor  of  Russia  said  is 
relation  to  our  war  with  Great  Britain,  when  ap- 
prized of  it  1  He  had  expressed  his  solicitade  for 
trade  with  America^  and  regretted  that  our  differ- 
ence with  Great  Britain  w<mld  interrupt  it.  This 
sentiment  he  had  expressed  at  the  moment  when 
all  France  and  her  allies  marched  against  him,  and 
he  did  not  know  how  soon  France  would  plant 
her  standard  in  his  capital.  The  sentiment  must 
have  still  greater  influence  with  him  now,  when 
his  enemy  is  repelled.  The  same  feeling  which 
governed  the  Emperor  of  Russia  in  this  respect 
must  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  govern  every  na* 
tion  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  whose  interests 
are  the  same.  In  the  proposition  which  had  been 
made  to  France  on  the  part  of  the  allies,  a  solici- 
tude had  been  evinced  on  this  subject,  which,  if 
this  country  shows  a  disposition  to  extend  the 
benefits  of  its  commerce  to  the  European  Conti« 
nent,  must  have  weight  in  the  British  Cabinet. 
We  ought  never  to  forget,  Mr.  C.  said,  the  reason 
which  had  forced  us  into  war.  Anxious  to  main* 
Uin  oar  neatral  position,  and  to  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits of  neutral  trade,  we  had  for  years  closed  cue 
eyes  against  the  aggressions  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy.  Sufferance  on  our  part  had  provoked  onif 
further  injury,  which  had  forced  us  to  arms  in 
defence  of  neutral  righu  and  free  trade.  Under 
this  view  of  the  subject,  he  hoped  this  committee 
would  duly  appreciate  the  qeeessity  of  ooocilia- 
tiag  those  nations  whose  interesu  were  now  the 
same  as  oors,  with  whom  we  have  now  aome 
trade,  and  in  future  may  expect  it  to  be  greatly 
extended.  But  it  might  be  said  England  would 
not  permit  this  trade.  To  what  situation,  Mx» 
C.  asked,  would  she  then  be  reduced  7  To  an  al* 
ternative  the  most  awkward  and  perplexing.  She 
must  either  keep  up  their  present  mere  craisiBg  or 
paper  blockade  of  our  seacoast,  to  prevent  the  en- 
trance of  those  neutrals,  or  modify  her  system  of 
paper  blockade  in  ia  vor  of  all  neutrals.  Will  not 
a  penisunce  in  her  present  iiiegitiinate  blockade. 
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aod  capture  at  sea  of  neutral  ressets  destiDed  for 
the  United  State?,  irritate  and  vex  those  nations, 
and  detach  them  from  the  cause  of  Great  Britain  ? 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  she  modifies  her  blockade 
in  their  favor,  Mr.  C.  said,  we  may  carry  on  a 
lucrative  trade  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  not 
beneficial  to  Eneland,  but  very  much  so  to  the 
United  States.    The  very  option  which  will  thus 
be  presented  will  embarrass  the  British  Cabinet, 
and  have  a  stronger  tendency  to  produce  peace 
than  ten  years  continuance  of  the  present  system, 
when  the  prospect  of  its  producing  any  pressure 
has  become  so  very  faint.    Mr.  C.  said  he  would 
ask  of  gentlemen  on  the  same  side  of  the  House 
with  himself,  whether,  if  the  restrictive  system 
were  now  off,  there  would  be  ten  votes  in  the 
House  in  favor  of  putting  it  on  ?    He  contended 
there  would  not.    If  it  were  to  expire  on  the  10th 
of  the  month,  would  there  be  ten  votes  in  favor  of 
its  renewal?    He  believed  not.    If  the  House 
would  in  neither  case  embrace  it  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, there  was  the  strongest  reason  to 
presume  that  in  its  judgment  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem is  not  now  operative  and  wise.    What  theh, 
he  asked,  was  the  objection  to  repealing  it  ?    A 
r^ard  to  consistency.    He  knew,  he  said,  that 
regard  ought  always  to  be  bad  to  that  valuable 
traic  in  Governments  or  men.    But  it  was  not 
the  doty  of  men  to  regulate  their  conduct  without 
any  regard  to  events.    True  wisdom  consists  in 

?roperr3r  adapting  your  conduct  to  circumstances. 
*wo  things  may  change  our  conduct  in  any  par- 
ticular point:  a  change  of  our  own  opinion,  or 
of  exterior  circumstances,  which  entirely  change 
the  reason  of  our  former  conduct.  Men  cannot 
always  go  straight  forward,  but  must  regard  the  ob- 
stacles which  impede  their  course.  Inconsistency 
consists  in  a  change  of  conduct  when  there  is  no 
change  of  circumstances  which  justify  it.  Those 
who  adapt  their  conduct  to  a  change  of  circum- 
stances, act  not  consistently  but  otherwise.  They 
would  be  inconsistent  if  they  persisted  in  a  course 
of  measures  after  the  reasons  which  called  for 
them  had  so  changed  as  to  require  a  course  di- 
rectly the  reverse.  Mr.  C.  said  he  respected  the 
firmness  of  many  friends  around  him,  because  it 
indicated  their  determination  to  persevere  in  any 
system  and  adhere  to  any  measure  which  they  be- 
lieved the  interest  of  their  country  to  require. 
But.  according  to  the  view  which  he  bad  taken, 
he  did  not  view  such  a  persistance  in  the  restric- 
tive system  to  be  the  dictate  either  of  wisdom  or 
sound  policy.  There  were  many  other  observa- 
tions which  he  might  make  on  this  subject,  which 
he  should  at  present  forbear  to  urge.  As  to  the 
manufacturing  interest,  in  regard  to  which  some 
fears  had  been  expressed,  the  resolution  voted  by 
the  House  yesteroay  was  a  strong  pledge  that  it 
would  not  suffer  the  manufacturers  to  be  unpro- 
tected ia  case  of  a  repeal  of  the  restrictive  system. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  at  all  times  and  under  every 
poliej  they  would  be  protected  with  due  care. 
All  further  remarks  he  reserred  until  he  should 
hear  the  objections  to  the  bill. 
'  Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hainpshire,  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows : 


Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  happv  to  be  present  at 
the  office  now  to  be  performed,  and  to  act  a  part 
in  the  funeral  ceremonies  o(  what  has  usually 
been  called  the  restrictive  system. 

The  occasion,  I  think,  will  justify  a  temperate 
aod  moderate  exaltation  on  the  part  of  those  who 
have  constantly  opposed  this  system  of  politic^ 
and  uniformly  foretold  its  miserable  end.  I  con- 
gratulate my  friends  on  this  triumph  of  their 
principles. 

They  have  not  labored  altogether  in  vain» 
The  vote  now  to  be  g^ven  is  a  high  tribute  to  the 
correctness  of  their  opinions  and  the  consistency 
of  their  conduct.  At  the  same  time^  I  would  not 
refuse  condolence  to  the  few  surviving  friends  to 
whose  affections  the  deceased  was  precious ;  who 
are  overwhelmed  with  affliction  at  its  sudden  dis- 
solution, and  who  sorrow,  most  of  all,  that  they 
shall  see  its  face  no  more. 

The  system,  sir,  which  we  are  now  about  to 
explode,  is  likely  to  make  no  inconsiderable  fig- 
ure in  our  history.  It  constitutes  an  era  which 
will  be  memoranle,  and  I  know  no  gentlemen 
who  may  indulge  stronger  hopes  of  being  remem* 
bered  by  posterity  than  those  whose  names  have 
been  associated  with  its  introduction  and  sop- 
port.  It  was  originally  offered  to  the  people  of 
this  country  as  alcind  of  political  faith,  it  was 
to  be  believed,  not  examined.  They  were  to  act 
upon,  not  reason  about  it.  To  deliberate  was  to 
doubt,  and  to  doubt  was  heretical.  It  stood  upon 
the  trust  reposed  in  its  authors,  not  upon  any 
merit  which  could  be  discovered  in  itself.  It  wat 
to  be  our  political  salvation,  nobody  knew  ex- 
actly how.  and  any  deoarture  from  it  would  lead 
to  political  ruin,  noboay  could  tell  exactly  why. 
Alt  that  the  eye  can  discern  in  it  appeared  to  be 
absurd  and  preposterous;  but  there  was  a  sup- 
posed hidden  character,  an  efficacy  unrevealed  to 
vulgar  sight,  by  which  it  would  answer  all  the 
great  ends  proposed  by  it,  and  manifest  its  supe- 
riority over  those  other  political  systems  which 
this  or  any  country  had  at  any  time  adopted. 
Having  assumed  the  nature  of  a  party  supersti- 
tion, it  set  all  reasoning  at  defiance,  and  held  the 
minds  of  a  vast  portion  of  the  community  in 
chains  difficult  to  be  broken.  The  more  sc^he* 
cause  it  was  attended  with  a  severe  and  effica- 
cious discipline,  by  which  those  who  went  astray 
were  to  be  brought  to  repentance.  No  Saint  in 
the  Calendar  ever  had  a  set  of  followers  less  at 
liberty,  or  less  disposed  to  indulge  troublesome 
inquiry,  than  some,  at  least,  of  those  on  whom 
this  system  depended  for  support. 

But,  as  in  other  cases,  there  were  those  who 
were  above  this  superstition,  and  who  directed 
aod  controlled  it.  They  had  their  objects ;  and 
if  those  objects  have  not  been  obtained,  the  rea- 
son is  correctly  assigned  in  the  Message  before 
OS — "the  extensive  changes  which  have  recently 
taken  place."  The  true  character  of  this  system, 
and  of  the  purposes  intended  to  be  effected  by  it, 
will  hereafter  be  well  understood.  The  passion- 
ate excitement,  created  by  opposition  to  it,  so 
long  as  it  remained  the  tavorite  measure  of  a 
predominant  party,  will  cease,  now  that  it  is  pas^ 
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tag  off  with  general  oonseot,  and  tbe  tense  of  the 
eommttnity,  at  liberty  at  last  to  exercise  itself, 
will  be  able  to  see  it  in  the  true  light,  and  will 
not  be  restrained  from  pronouncing  decisive  sen- 
tence of  condemnation. 

The  opponents  of  these  restrictive  measures 
have  uniformly  contended,  not  only  that  they 
were  ruinous  to  ourselves,  and  almost  wholly  in- 
operative  on  others,  but  tnat  they  did  not  spring 
from  a  purely  American  policy.    This  was  the 

Seat  ground  of  their  opposition.  They  regarded 
e  restrictive  system  of  the  United  States  as  an 
gamble  imitation  of  the  continental  system  of 
France,  and  a^  a  measure  of  co-operetion  with 
her  Government  in  its  conflict  with  England. 

It  was  easy,  they  thought,  for  those  who  had 
Dot  yielded  their  reason  to  the  dominion  of  party 
feeling,  to  see  that  such  was  its  true  character. 
I  do  not  intend,  on  this  occasion,  to  take  a  view 
of  those  historical  coincidences  between  French 
and  American  measures  which  have  been  so 
ofken  traced.  The  commencement  of  the  conti- 
ftental  system^  after  the  subjugation  of  Prussia 
and  the  humiliation  of  Russia,  was  immediately 
loUowed  by  the  American  embargo  of  1807 ;  and 
if  one  were  to  ask  what  this  Government  could 
iMve  contributed  more  than  it  has  contributed 
towards  rendering  that  system  effectual,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  find  an  answer.  From  the  nature 
of  things  these  restrictive  measures  would  have 
BO  important  effect,  but  from  the  concurrence 
with  toe  measures  of  other  Powers.  How  were 
Ihey  to  affect  England?  By  denying  to  her  a 
jmarket  for  her  manufactures.  This,  it  was  said, 
would  excite  discontent  among  the  people,  and 
thejr  would  compel  their  Government  to  do  us 
iQstice.  How  far  any  such  consequence  could 
.oe  hoped  for,  depended  on  the  portion  of  her  man- 
ufactures which  found  a  market  in  this  country. 
This  was  not  such  as  to  afford  rational  grounds 
ior  such  expectation.  It  is  a  high  estimate  to 
aay,  that  one-twelfth  part  of  the  whole  product 
of  British  manufactures  finds  a  market  of  con- 
sumption in  the  United  Slates.  Could  it  be  sup- 
|)oscd,  that,  by  refusing  to  purchase  this  amount 
of  her  commodities,  we  could  coerce  her  to  com- 
ply with  our  terras?  Would  the  loss  of  this  por- 
tion of  their  market  so  far  incense  the  people  of 
Snffland  that  her  Gk>vernment  would  be  com- 
pelled, by  the  force  of  public  opinion,  to  abandon 
Its  measures?  How  could  such  an  expectation 
be  entertained  by  those  who  have  not  hesitated 
to  deprive  the  people  of  this  country  of  the  whole 
market  for  their  exports,  and  cut  off  their  com- 
merce of  every  description,  and  jret  imagine  that 
their  privations  will  be  borne  with  patience  and 
resignation  ?  No  such  expectation  was  enter- 
Uined.  It  was  impossible  it  should  be.  The 
truth  is  now  acknowledged.  This  system  de- 
pended for  its  success  on  another  and  a  mightier 
system.  It  was  the  auxiliary,  and  not  the  princi- 
pal. Not  capable,  of  itself,  of  producing  any 
great  effect  on  the  interest  ot  England,  it  might 
yet  contribute  to  that  end  by  its  co-operation  with 
the  measures  of  her  European  enemy. 

[Mr.  Calbodn  here  asked  what  the  gentleman 


meant  by  eo-operation. ,  In  one  sense  he  hionelf 
had  not  used  it,  and  now  denied  its  applieation.1 
I  did  not  allude  particularly  to  the  speech  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
I  said,  that  the  effect  to  be  expected  from  the  re^ 
strictive  system  of  the  United  States  depended 
on  the  operation  of  another  system,  to  which  it 
was  appendant.  The  systems  of  Franee  and 
America  were  intended  to  operate  acainst  the 
same  Power,  at  the  same  time,  by  sinauar  meas- 
ures, and  were,  in  some  degree,  mutually  depend- 
ent on  each  other  for  success.  This  I  call  co- 
operation. If  France  succeeded  in  her  contest 
with  England,  then  America  would  succeed. 
The  more  she  spread  desolation  and  ruin  over 
Europe,  the  more  our  hopes  of  success  to  our 
measures  were  briffhtened.  If  France  failed,  then 
America  would  fail  also.  Our  interests  were 
cominff  to  be^  in  this  course  of  things,  idenufied 
with  tnose  of  France.  It  was  the  direct  and  in- 
evitable tendency  of  this  vicious  and  mischier'- 
ous  system  of  politics  to  make  a  common  cause 
between  the  two  Governments.  It  was  natural 
that  the  politicians  of  this  country  should  wish 
success  to  their  own  measures.  This  neeeasarilf 
led  them  to  desire  the  continuation  and  increase 
of  the  already  overgrown  power  of  France}  b^ 
cause  on  this  the  fate  of  their  own  measures  de- 
pended. Without  considering  what  other  causes 
existed,  leading  to  an  undue  preference  and  par- 
tiality for  that  Power,  which  have  so  warped 
and  biassed  its  whole  system  of  foreign  relations, 
it  is  entirely  evident  that  the  restrictive  measures 
of  this  Government,  from  first  to  last,  were  of  a 
nature  to  associate  its  hopes,  its  wishes,  and  iu 
supposed  interests  with  the  side  of  France.  This 
is  the  charge  so  often  urged  against  the  course  of 
Administration,  and  the  grounds  on  which  it 
rests  are  now  no  longer  to  be  denied.  Their  sys- 
tem, as  is  admitted,  was  adopted  when  every 
Power  on  the  Continent  was  arrayed  against 
England,  and  its  ports  shut  to  her  commerce. 
The  final  abandonment  of  the  system  Im  now 
justified  on  the  around  that  great  changes  hare 
taken  place.  Tnese  changes  are  neither  more 
nor  less  than  the  overthrow  of  French  power, 
and  the  deliverance  of  nations  long  opprened  by 
its  bloody  and  barbarous  despotism.  How  un- 
natural, now  perverse,  how  radically  false  must 
be  a  system  of  measures  which  has  opposed  our 
interests  to  the  general  interests  of  mankind,  and 
reduced  us  to  that  miserable  condition,  that  unless 
we  would  wish  to  see  the  measures  of  our  own 
Government  disconcerted  and  its  hopes  disap- 
pointed, we  must  rejoice,  not  in  the  general  lib- 
erty and  prosperity  of  nations,  but  in  the  prc^reas 
of  successful  usurpation  I  In  my  opinion,  sir,  no 
censure  is  too  severe  to  bestow  on  such  a  system 
of  politics.  Even  without  regard  to  the  chai^ 
acter  of  the  Government  with  which  it  was  unit- 
ing us,  it  was,  in  its  own  nature,  radically  wrong 
and  reprehensible.  Its  direct  tendency  was  to 
diminish  our  own  independence,  and  our  self- 
respect,  and  to  lead  to  a  reliance  on  the  effortt 
and  success  of  others  for  the  maintenance  of  our 
own  rights.    It  was  connecting  us  most  daager- 
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oiuly  with  the  afikirii  of  foreign  natioos,  and  ren- 
dering 08  liable  to  change  with  every  flaetuation 
of  power  and  politics  in  Europe.  If  this  syrstem 
haa  been  described  by  its  authors  at  first  intro* 
duction,  as  it  is  now  described,  the  people  of  this 
country  would  not  have  endured  it.  it  they' bad 
been  told  that  it  depended  for  support  in  the  con- 
tinuance of  French  power  over  the  Continent, 
and  that,  in  the  event  of  anv  eonsiderable  dimi- 
nution of  that  power,  it  would  become  futile  and 
contemptible,  they  would  have  rejected  it  with 
•corn.  There  is,  I  trust,  in  the  community,  a 
sentiment  of  national  independence  which  would 
have  repelled  a  system  of  politics  founded  upon 
a  reliance  on  the  arm  of  another  nation ;  and  I 
am  sure  there  is  a  sense  of  honor  and  humanity 
which  would  have  been  shocked  at  such  an  aaso- 
ciation  of  American  interests  with  the  most  prof- 
ligate, ruthless,  and  horrible  tyranny  that  has 
ever  oeen  exercised  over  any  portion  of  the  hu- 
man race. 

To  be  consistent  with  themselves  the  friends 
of  the  measures  now  proposed  to  be  repeftled 
would  be  bound  to  re-enact  them  if  the  affairs  of 
Europe  should  affain  change  their  aspect.  If  the 
armies  of  the  aflies  should  be  repulsed  and  de- 
stroyed ;  if  Prussia  should  again  be  overrun,  Aus* 
tria  compelled  to  make  her  peace,  and  Russia 
driven,  in  rout  and  ruin,  back  to  her  own  "fright- 
fiil  climate,"  a  state  oi  things  will  again  exist 
favorable  to  our  experiments  of  commercial  re- 
strictions. U  the  jQmperor  of  France  should 
again  be  able  to  subdue,  or  to  humble  every  Power 
in  Europe  but  one,  then  will  be  the  time  for  our 
hitherto  favorite  policy  again  to  develope  itselfi 
and  to  aid  in  the  last  labor  of  imperial  ambition. 
I  trust  that  no  such  state  of  things  is  near,  and 
that  Heaven,  in  its  wise  and  merciTal  ordering  of 
events,  will  save  us  from  that  from  which  we 
have  seemed  hitherto  not  desirous  of  saving  our- 
selves. I  ho^.  also,  that  the  immense  losses  and 
sufiBerings  whicn  the  people  of  the  United  States 
have  endured,  uselessly  endured,  under  the  oper- 
ations of  the  restrictive  system,  will  insure  a 
long  abhorrence  of  its  memory. 

By  the  sudden  abandonment  of  all  this  policy 
thousands  will  be  unavoidably  ruined,  as  other 
thousands  were  ruined  at  its  commencement.  In 
a  commercial  country  nothing  can  be  more  ob- 
jectionable than  frequent  and  violent  changes. 
The  concerns  of  private  business  do  not  endure 
such  rude  shocks,  but  with  extreme  inconvenience 
and  great  loss.  It  would  seem,  however,  that 
there  is  a  class  of  politicians  to  whose  taste  all 
change  is  suited ;  to  whom  whatever  is  unnatu- 
ral seems  wise,  and  all  that  is  violent  appears 
great.  If  great  and  sudden  changes  do  not  agree 
with  their  taste,  they  are,  at  least,  necessary  to 
their  system.  The^  must  naturally  happen  in 
every  course  of  politics  that  consists  altogether 
in  shifts,  and  projects,  and  expedients.  There 
has  been,  for  some  of  the  last  years,  no  calcu- 
lating in  the  policy  of  the  Government.  No  man 
has  teen  able  to  say  what  principles  would  gov- 
ern it  any  moment  beyond  the  present.  What 
has  made  it  worse  is,  that  the  standard  by  which 


some  of  its  leading  measures  now  seem  to  have 
been  governed  has  never  before  been  acknowl- 
edged. It  has  not  been  before  confessed  that 
they  depended  on  events  in  Europe.  On  the 
contrary,  we  have  been  a  thousand  times  told, 
that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  quarrels  of 
other  nations,  and  that  to  refer  to  anysuch  cri- 
terion was  uncharitable  and  unjust.  Who  of  all 
the  supporters  of  noo-importations  and  ember* 
goes,  ever  yet  told  us  frankly  and  honestly  that 
they  would  all  be  abandoned  whenever  the  power 
of  France  should  be  crushed  ? 

Looking,  sir,  to  the  language  which  has  been 
holden,  to  the  votes  which  have  been  given,  and 
to  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted,  so  re- 
cently, who  could  have  imagined  that  any  Qov- 
emment  could  thus  suddenly  have  abrogated  its 
whole  system  ?  Since  the  commencement  of  the 
session  we  received  the  Message  recommending 
an  universal  embargo,  and  more  rigorous  provis- 
ions for  enforcing  the  non-importation.  An  em- 
bargo law  was  accordingly  passed,  annihilating, 
at  one  blow,  all  the  trade  of  the  country,  foreign 
and  domestic,  and  containing  provisions  and  pen^ 
alties  without  example  in  the  legidation  of  this 
or  any  free  country.  In  pursuance  of  the  same 
policy,  and  further  to  enforce  the  system,  this 
House  has  since  passed  a  bill,  relative  to  trials 
in  the  Admiralty  Courts,  which  abolishes  ancient 
and  settled  uss^es  of  law,  and  introduces  novel 
and  inconvenient  regulations  in  their  stead.  We 
have  reeteived,  also,  from  the  other  House.  an« 
other  bill  making  still  further  provisions  tor  a 
strict  and  unrelenting  execution  of  these  hiwa« 
So  essential  was  it  deemed  to  the  vital  interaets 
of  the  country  to  prevent  all  importation  of  Brit- 
ish goods,  tbat  woollen  and  cotton  fabrics,  and 
spirits  distilled  from  cane^  were  to  be  excluded 
altogether,  come  from  what  quarter  they  might ; 
because,  as  they  were  usually  the  product  en  the 
enemv's  country,  their  neutral  character  might 
be  colorable  only,  and  false. 

It  was  but  the  other  day  that  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Maryland^  (Mr.  Wrioht,)  who 
usually  votes  with  the  majority,  moved  a  resolu- 
tion for  repealing  the  emmrgo,  but  failed  in  ob- 
uining  from  the  House  the  favor  of  taking  his 
resolution  into  consideration.  As  little  success 
attended  a  resolution  subsequently  moved  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  GHas- 
TON.)  After  a  whole  day's  discussion,  the  House 
rejected  a  bill  granting  liberty  to  Paul  Cnffee  to 
cross  the  Atlantic  for  the  most  honorable  purpo- 
ses of  charity  and  hUHianity,  because  it  would 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  country  by  violating 
the  embargo.  No  safe  proviaon  could  bedevisea, 
no  adequate  security  could  be  given;  even  the 
discretion  of  the  President,  so  safe  to  the  peepU 
when  the  law  is  to  be  enforced,  was  not  to  be 
trusted  with  any  relaxation.  In  addition  to  these 
proofs  of  the  temper  of  the  Government,  legisla- 
tive and  other  addresses  have  been  presented  to 
us,  approving  the  neasure's  of  the  Administra- 
tion, and  expressing  the  fullest  confidence  that  it 
would  adhere  to  its  system.  Yet,  notwithstand- 
ing .all  this,  in  a  momea^->in  the  twinkling  of 
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an  eye— the  whole  tyttem  is  dissolved.  The  em- 
bargo act,  the  noD-importation  act,  aod  ali  the 
crowd  of  additions  and  supplements,  together 
with  ali  their  garniture  of  messages,  reports,  and 
resolutions,  are  tnmbling  nndistingaisbed  into 
one  common  cpraYe.  But  yesterday,  this  policy 
had  a  thousand  friends  and  supporters;  to-day,  it 
is  fallen  and  prostrate,  and  few  '*  so  poor  as  to  do 
it  reverence." 

Sir,  a  Goyernment  which  cannot  administer 
the  affairs  of  a  nation  without  producing  so  fre- 
quent and  such  violent  alterations  in  the  ordi- 
nary occupations  and  pursuits  of  private  life, 
has,  in  my  opinion,  little  claim  to  toe  regard  or 
the  community. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  system  of  commercial 
restriction  was  favorable  to  domestic  manufac- 
tures, and  that  if  it  did  nothing  but  induce  the 
habit  of  providing  for  our  own  wants  by  our 
own  means,  it  would  deserve  to  be  esteemed  a 
blessing.  Every  gentleman  may  remember  how 
often,  and  how  zealonslv,  tbis  consideration  has 
been  urged  upon  us.  Those,  nevertheless,  who 
were  opposed  to  it,  and  who  thought  they  under- 
stood Its  real  character  and  true  objects,  did  not 
hesitate  to  predict  that  the  moment  any  supposed 
policy  of  the  Qovernment  required  it,  manufac* 
tures  would  be  sacrificed  with  as  little  reluctance 
aa  commerce  had  been. 

The  same  unsparing  and  remorseless  band 
which  had  prostrated  the  one,  would  equally 
prostrate  the  other,  to  meet  any  new  exigency  of 
affiiirs,  to  overcome  present  financial  embarrass- 
ment, or  answer  any  purpose  of  temporary  expe- 
diency. Something  is  indeed  said  in  the  Mes- 
sage in  relation  to  tbe  continuance  of  the  double 
duties  ^  as  a  more  effectual  safej^uard  and  encour- 
agement to  our  growing  manuuctures." 

Sir,  I  consider  the  imposition  of  double  duties 
as  a  mere  financial  measure.  Its  great  object  was 
to  raise  revenue,  not  to  foster  manufactures. 

It  is  a  part  of  the  war  system  of  taxation.  As 
the  double  duties,  in  their  origin,  had  little  or  no 
reference  to  the  encouragement  of  manufactures, 
so  neither  will  they  have  in  their  continuance. 
So  soon  as  the  want  of  money  abates,  the  double 
duties  will  cease,  and  this  ^  safeguard  to  our 
growing  manufiictures"  be  heard  of  no  more. 

I  do  not  say  the  double  duties  ought  to  be  con- 
tinued. I  think  they  ousht  not.  But  what  I 
particularly  object  to,  is  the  holding  out  of  delu- 
sive expectations  to  those  concerned  in  manu- 
factores*  The  proper  measure  is  undoubtedly  a 
new  regulation  of  the  tariff  of  duties,  and  per- 
haps an  increase  on  some  selected  articles.  To 
double  the  duties  on  all  articles  imported,  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  the  domestic  manufac- 
ture of  some,  is  absurd  and  preposterous.  That 
sQffar,  and  coffee,  and  tea,  for  example,  should  be 
sanjeot  to  this  increase  of  duties,  under  pretence 
of  encouraging  the  woollen  and  cotton  manufac- 
tures of  the  Eastern  States,  is  ridiculous.  I  trust 
no  man  engaged  in  manufactures  will  be  deceived 
by  it. 

But  whatever  Qovernment  intends  to  do  on 
this  subject,  it  ought  to  be  frank  and  sincere.  Its 


policy  ought  to  be  known,  and  if  it  has  not  a 
total  disregard  to  the  interests  of  the  community, 
it  ought  to  be  constant.  In  respect  to  manufac- 
tures, it  is  necessary  to  speak  with  some  precision. 

I  am  not,  generally  speaking,  their  enemy.  I 
am  their  friend,  but  I  am  not  for  rearing  them,  or 
any  other  interest,  in  hot-beds.  I  would  not 
legislate  precipitately,  even  in  favor  of  them; 
alMve  all,  I  would  not  profess  intentions  in  rela- 
tion to  them  which  I  did  not  purpose  to  execute. 
I  feel  no  desire  to  push  the  capital  into  extensive 
manufactures  faster  than  the  general  progress  of 
our  wealth  and  population  propels  it. 

I  am  not  in  haste  to  see  Sheffields  and  Bir- 
minghams  in  America.  Until  the  population  of 
the  country  shall  be  greater  in  proportion  to  its 
extent,  such  establishmonts  would  oe  impracti- 
cable* if  attempted,  and  if  practicable,  they  would 
be  unwise. 

Whatever  manufactures  can  be  conducted  in 
the  household,  where  children  may  be  occupied 
under  parental  guardianship  and  protection,  are 
useful  in  the  highest  degree.  Many  others,  cot- 
ton and  woollens  for  instance,  of  which  the  ma* 
terial  constituting  the  article  of  chief  value,  is  or 
may  be  the  produce  of  our  own  soil,  are  likewise 
worthy  of  protection  and  care.  But  of  those  pro- 
ducts of  which  the  chief  ingredient  is  the  labor 
bestowed,  which  can  be  made  profitable  only  by 
the  employment  of  vast  capital,  by  the  minutest 
division  and  subdivision  of  labor,  and  by  the  toil 
of  children  of  both  sexes,  drawn  together  in  great 
numbers,  and  put  out  of  sight  of  those  who  have 
a  natural  interest  in  the  preservation  of  their 
health  and  morals,  one  can  hardly  speak  in  terms 
of  so  decisive  approbation.  Habits  favorable  to 
good  morals  and  free  Qovemments,  are  not  usu- 
ally most  successfully  cultivated  in  populous 
manufacturing  cities.  It  is  one  of  the  conse- 
quences of  such  employments  to  render  the  la- 
borer altogether  dependent  on  his  employer.  This 
arises  from  the  extent  to  which  the  division  of 
labor  is  carried  in  great  manufacturing  establish- 
ments. He  whose  occupation  it  has  Been  for  hia 
whole  life  to  perform  only  one  of  the  many  opera- 
tions necessary  to  the  production  of  a  single  article, 
is  neeessarilyamong  the  most  dependent  of  human 
beings.  Tlie  trite  example  of  the  number  of 
persons — sixteen  or  eighteen — who  have  ail  their 
several  labors  and  operations  in  the  production  of 
a  common  brass  pin,  sufficiently  iUustrates  my 
idea. 

One  of  these  laborers,  utterly  incapable  of  mak- 
ing and  carrying  to  the  market  on  his  own  ac- 
count the  smallest  entire  article,  is  necessarily  at 
the  mercy  of  the  capitalist  for  the  support  of 
himself  and  family.  Any  cause  which  deprives 
him  of  that  particular  occupation  for  which  only 
he  is  fit,  by  habit  and  education,  throws  him  a 
burden  on  society.  As  such  causes  must  occur 
often,  it  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  such  establish- 
ments that  hands  unemployed  or  ill  employed 
will  be  found  in  greatest  numbers. 

It  is  in  her  manufacturing  districts  that  Bog- 

I  land  recruits  her  armies.    It  is  there,  principally, 
that  those  are  found  who  have  the  least  hold  on 
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society,  and  where  necessities,  or  where  hebits, 
force  them  to  the  camp.  I  am  oot  anziona  to 
accelerate  the  approach  of  the  period  when  the 
great  mass  of  American  labor  snail  oot  find  its 
employment  in  the  field ;  when  the  young  men 
of  tne  country  shall  be  obliged  to  shut  their  eyes 
upon  external  nature,  upon  the  heavens  and  ihe 
earth,  and  immerse  themselves  in  close  and 
unwholesome  work-shopti;  when  they  shall  be 
obliged  to  shut  their  ears  to  the  bleatings  of  their 
own  flocks,  upon  their  own  hills,  and  to  the  voice 
of  the  lark  that  cheers  them  at  the  plough,  that 
they  may  open  them  in  dust,  and  smoae,  and 
steam,  to  the  perpetual  whirl  of  spools  and  spin- 
dles, and  the  grating  of  rasps  and  saws.  I  have 
made  these  remarks,  sir,  not  because  I  perceive 
any  immediate  danger  of  carrying  our  manufac- 
tures  to  an  extensive  height,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  guarding  and  limiting  mj  opinions,  and  of 
checking,  perhaps  a  little,  the  high-wrought  hopes 
of  some  who  seem  to  look  to  our  present  inlant 
establishments  for  "more  than  their  nature  or 
their  state  can  bear.'' 

It  is  the  true  policy  of  Qovernment  to  suffer  the 
different  porsuiti  of  society  to  take  their  own 
course,  and  not  to  give  excessive  bounties  or  en- 
coura^ments  to  one  over  another.  This,  also, 
is  the  true  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  It  has  not, 
in  my  opinion,  conferred  on  the  Government  the 
power  of  changing  the  occupations  of  the  people 
of  different  States  and  sections,  and  of  forcmg 
them  into  other  employments.  It  cannot  pro- 
hibit commerce  any  more  than  agriculture;  nor 
manufactures  anv  more  than^commerce.  It  owes 
protection  to  all.  I  rejoice  that  commerce  is 
once  more  permitted  to  exist  $  that  its  remnant, 
as  far  as  this  unblessed  war  will  allow,  may  yet 
again  visit  the  seas,  before  it  is  quite  foivotten 
that  we  have  been  a  commercial  people.  I  shall 
rejoice  still  further,  when  I  see  the  Government 
pursue  an  independent^  permanent,  and  steady 
system  of  national  politics  j  when  it  shall  rely 
for  the  maintenance  of  rights  and  the  redress  of 
wrongs  on  the  strength  and  resources  of  our  own 
country,  and  break  off  all  measures  which  tend, 
in  any  decree,  to  connect  us  with  the  fortunes  or 
a  foreign  Power. 

When  Mr<  Wbbstbr  bad  concluded,  the  Chair- 
man proceeded  to  read  the  second  section  of  the 
bUl. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland  said,  he  had,  from 
the  presentation  of  this  bill,  been  of  opinion  that 
it  embraced  two  objects  which  ought  to  be  kept 
separate  and  distinct*  Besides,  some>  gentlemen 
might  be  disposed  to  give  fjree  scope  to  the  industry 
and  enterprise  of  \m  country,  who  were  averse 
to  a  repeal  of  the  prohibition  of  imposts.  He 
therefore  moved  to  strike  oot  the  second  section 
of  the  bill  repealing  the  non-importation  acts. 

Mr.  Cajlhodn  said,  he  had  only  one  observa* 
tion  to  make*  He  hoped  the  provisions  of  this 
bill  would  all  go  together ;  that  they  would  all 
stand  or  all  fall. 

Without  debate,  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Oakubt,  of  New  York;  made  two  suecea- 
sive  motions,  the  object  of  which  was  to  do  away 


all  penalties  and  forfeitures  which  shall  have 
been  incurred  under  the  acts  proposed  to  be  re« 
pealed. 

These  motions  were  supported  by  Mr.  Oaklbt. 
and  Messrs.  Gaston,  KiMOof  Massachusetts, and 
Ward,  on  the  groaod  that  the  continuation  of 
prosecutions  and  collections  of  fines  and  forfeit- 
ures would  answer  no  end,  the  laws  being  re* 
pealed,  hut  to  enrich  informers,  without  produc- 
ing any  salutary  effect,  as  the  object  of  penalties 
was  not  to  avenge  but  to  deter  from  violation  of 
law,  &4:.,  and  especially  in  cases  of  offences  which 
werCiConstituted  bv  temporary  laws ;  and  were 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Wright  of  Maryland,  and  Mr. 
Calhoun  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  ground  of 
necessity  of  enforcing  general  respect  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  laws  generally,  as  well  as  of  par- 
ticular statutes,  ana  on  the  argument  that  the 
magnitude  and  evil  of  any  wanton  violation  of 
law  was  in  no  degree  lessened  by  the  repeal  of 
the  law  violated,  but  ought  to  be  as  rigidly  pun- 
ished as  if  the  law  were  still  in  existence* 

The  proposed  amendments  were  negatived  $ 
the  first  by  a  large  majority,  and  the  second  by 
the  following  vote:  For  the  amendment  52) 
against  it  88* 

Mr*  Calhoun  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  little  more  than  verbal, 
going  to  include  in  the  repeal  so  much  also  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  prohibit  the  importation  of  the 
products  of  British  territories  in  neutral  vesaels, 
4bc. — ^Agreed  to* 

Mr*  Bradlxt,  of  Vermont,  then  moved  to  strike 
out  the  third  section  of  the  bill  (which  is  recited 
below.)  If  he  understood  its  object,  it  was  to 
permit  a  commerce  to  be  carried  on  in .  neutral 
vessels  from  which  our  own  vessels  were  shut 
up.  This  he  believed  to  be  contrary  to  the  true 
policy  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Calhoun  opposed  the  motion*  It  was  ad- 
visable, he  said,  as  far  as  possible,  to  keep  oar 
own  seamen  engaged  in  our  own  vesseb  or  in 
our  marine. 

Mr.PioKBRiNG,  of  Massachusetts,  advocated  the 
motion.  He  thought  the  section  might  produce 
much  inconvenience^  by  preventing  our  citizeae 
from  goinff  out  to  bring  home  vessels  detained 
abroad,  and  but  little  Muefit — because  the  low 
wages  given  by  neutrals  would  be  no  induce- 
ment to  ouf  seamen  to  leave  the  high  wages 
given  in  our  service. 

Mr*  PoTTBR,  of  Rhode  Island,  opposed  the  mo* 
tion*  If  the  bill  passed,  all  our  commerce  would 
be  carried  on  with  British  capital^  though  under 
neutral  colors ;  and,  if  this  section  was  struck 
out,  besides  taking  the  carrying  trade,  the  British 
would  get  our  seamen  also* 

Mr*  MuRrBEE,  of  North  Carolina,  supported 
the  motion,  principally  on  the  ground  of  the  dis- 
cretion given  to  the  collectors  as  to  passportSi 
^4c*,  and  the  difficulty  they  would  find  in  dis- 
criminating* This  section,  if  retained,  would 
prohibit  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  emigrationi 
to  which  every  citizen  is  entitled,  and  was  so 
obnoxious  to  him,  that,  unless  it  were  struck  out, 
he  must  vote  agaijiit  the  bilU 
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Mr.  Oaclbt  moved  to  ameod  the  third  section, 
which  he  considered  it  important  to  retain,  by  in- 
serting in  it  the  words  ''  during  the  continnance 
of  the  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain."    This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  strike  out  the  lat- 
ter clause  of  the  section,  which  goes  to  prohibit 
neutral  vessels  from  taking  passengers  without 
passports. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  on 
the  ground  that  this  clause  was  necessary  to  give 
efficacy  to  the  preceding  part  of  the  section. 

The  moticfn  to  strike  out  the  latter  clause  of 
the  third  section  was  negatived.  For  the  motion 
67^gainst  it  81. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  striking  out  the 
^Hiole  of  the  third  section,  being,  as  amended,  in 
the  following  words : 

Sxc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  foreign 
ship  or  vessel,  during  the  present  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Bntain,  lAiall  receive  a  clear- 
anooy  or  be  permitted  to  depart  frem  the  United  States, 
Whose  officers  and  crew  shall  not  consist  wholly  of  the 
diizeBa  or  suljjects  of  the  eonntry  to  which  such  ship 
or  veMol  shall  belong,  or  of  a  coontiy  in  amity  with 
the  United  States;  and  no  citizen  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  psfaittsd  to  depart  in  saeh  ship  or 
vessel  without  a  pasnort  or  permission  thereibr,  fiir- 
inshed  under  the  autnority  and  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States. 

.  Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  advocated  the 
motion  to  strike  out  this  section,  the  provisions 
of  which  he  considered  impolitic,  if  not  uncon- 
stitutionaK  It  was  contrary  to  the  interest  of 
onr  own  people,  which  certainly  favored  the 
covering  onr  property,  during  war,  by  the  neu^ 
ttHl  flag,  if  it  was  practicable.  The  section  pro- 
posed also  to  deprive  the  seamen  of  the  United 
States  of  the  right  of  ^oing  abroad,  and  would 
operate  in  the  manner  ot  impressment  by  forcibly 
detaining  them  in  our  service ;  and  would  also 
prove  a  hardship  on  neutral  traders  as  well  as  on 
our  own  citizens. 

Mr.  Fi8K,  of  Vermont,  said  that  though  he 
ahonld  vote  for  this  whole  bill  with  much  relne- 
lance,  for  various  reasons,  yet  if  this  section  were 
stricken  out,  he  must  vote  a^inst  the  bill.  He 
made  a  number  of  remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Pit- 
kin. He  denied  it  to  be  any  hardship  to  our  sea-^ 
men  to  prescribe  the  regulations  under  which 
foreign  vessels  should  enter  and  depart  from  our 
ports,  and  expressed  his  surprise  at  finding  the 
fentleman  from  Connecticut  to  have  become  so 
for  a  convert  to  the  right  of  expatriation,  as  to 
]k>elieve  it  nneonstitutional  or  objectionable  to  re^ 
ittict  oar  citiaeens  from  going  abroad  during  war. 
If  these  seamen  were  to  go  out  they  would  only 
be  enl^eet  to  capture  by  the  enemy,  and  increase 
the  number  of  American  prisoners  now  in  his 
possession. 

Mr.  PoTTEft,  of  Rhode  bland,  abo  opposed  the 
motion  for  striking  out  the  section,  and  made 
taveral  appropriate  remarks  against  the  motion. 
If  this  section  were  stricken  out,  our  commerce 
Wonld  not  only  be  carried  on  with  the  capital  and 
to  the  profit  of  British  merchants^  but  would  be 


carried  on  b^  the  employment  of 

men ;  who,  if  the  bill  were  to  pass,  woald  acitd 

to  sea  in  foreign  vessels  as  rats  desert  a  sinking 

ship. 

Mr*  Bbaoley,  of  Vermont,  supported  his  mo- 
tion on  the  ground  of  indulgence  to  oar  seamen. 
He  said  that  the  argument  by  which  it  was  sup- 
ported savored  too  much  of  the  policy  now  about 
to  be  abandoned,  of  keeping  our  ships  and  seamea 
at  home,  to  prevent  their  beinff  captured.  Since 
commerce  was  to  revive,  he  did  not  wish  to  le- 
strain  our  gallant  seamen  from  partaking  in  its 
benefits. 

Mr.  Wriobt,  of  Maryland,  also  spoke  agminst 
striking  out  the  section,  taking  occasion,  howerer, 
positively  to  deny  that  our  gallant  seamen  wen. 
as  Mr.  Potter  seemed  to  suppose,  rats  who  woula 
desert  their  country  in  its  time  of  need. 

Mr.  NxwToif.  of  Virginia,  also  oppoeed  (he 
striking  oat  of  the  section ;  although  he  did  doc 
believe  the  provision  aboat  passports  woald  hare 
the  effect  attribnted  to  it^  because  it  coold  be  easily- 
evaded.  The  whole  bill  would  have  the  eSeet 
to  throw  into  the  hands  of  GFreat  Britain  the  car- 
rying trade  of  the  world,  as  most  of  the  Beofval 
vessels  would  be  British  bottoms,  and  navigated 
by  British  capital.  The  whole  system  of  licenses 
would  be  revived,  with  its  attendant  f^ud  and 
collusion.  But  if  this  section  were  struck  out 
even  our  own  seamea  would  be  made  subservient 
to  the  same  interests. 

The  question  on  striking  out  this  section  was 
necatived-— for  the  motion  60,  against  it  80. 

fif  r.  FonsTTH,  of  G^eorgia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  section  by  substitating  for  the  word  "chixeo," 
in  the  latter  clause  of  the  section,  the  words  '^sea- 
man, being  a  citiEen."  The  motion  was  negatived 
by  a  lai^e  majority. 

The  Committee  being  about  to  rise  and  report 
the  bill — 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  wished,  before  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire.  That  gentleman  had  said  thmt  it 
was  now  proved  that  the  policy  of  the  restrictive 
system  was  not  truly  American.  If  the  gentle- 
man meant  that  the  continuance  of  that  system 
had  not  been  dictated  exelnsively  by  a  sense  of 
the  interests  of  this  country  as  affected  by  the 
state  of  other  Powers,  he  asserted  that  which 
materially  differed  from  the  fact.  If  the  gentle- 
man meant  that  it  had  grown  out  of  the  state  of 
the  world,  he  was  right.  The  system  most  inda- 
biubly  grew  out  of  the  state  of  the  world.  The 
gentleman  had  not  made  the  discovery  he  ap- 
peared to  suppose ;  because  this  circumstance  luid 
been  repeatedly  avowed  and  never  concealed. 
The  gentleman  had  said  that  our  measures  should 
not  l^  governed  by  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe; 
that  it  was  our  true  policy  to  be  independent  of 
her;  iA  other  word»,  that  no  man  was  fit  to  be  a 
statesman  who  knew  anything  of  England,  of 
Russia,  or  of  anv  other  Power  of  Europe.  Mr. 
C.  said,  that  while  he  admitted  we  ought  not  to 
form  '*  entangling  alliances^  with  other  Powers, 
yet  not  to  regulate  our  conduct  in  relatiou  to  com- 
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Biercial  matters  by  the  state  of  afiairs  io  Europe,  | 
would  be  a  eourse  of  policy  impradent  and  un- 
wise.   Every  measure  adopted  m  respect  to  for> 
eign  commerce  must  be  predicated  on  a  Koowtedge 
of  the  state  of  Europe.    If  not,  we  had  better  at 
once  adopt  the  terrapin  policy  gentlemen  have  so 
much  reprobated,  and  have  not  a  cock-boat  or  sail 
on  the  ocean.    The  whole  fallacy  of  the  geotie* 
man's  argument  (said  Mr.  C.)  consists  in  this.: 
the  gentleman  considers  our  measures  as  co-ope- 
rating with  those  of  the  Empergr  of  France,  and 
desires  to  produce  the  impression  that  we  have 
common  views  and  the  same  object  with  France. 
Such  is  not  the  fact.    But  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  pursuit  of  their  own  interest,  have 
a  right  to  seize  on  circumstances,  however  pro- 
daeed,  whether  by  England,  France,  or  Russia, 
and  suit  their  commercial  poliey  thereto.    This 
was  a  position  which  Mr.  C.  said  he  should  never 
renounce ;  and  he  thought  no  man  who  should 
deliberately  consider  thesubjeet  wouJd  differ  from 
him  in  opinion.    In  this  point  of  view  we  have 
co-operated  with  t*rance ;  we  have  seized  on  pa8»- 
ing  events,  and  adopted  measures  applicable  to 
the  ciroomstances  of  the  times  and  adapted  to  the 
policy  of  the  country.    Whatever  there  may  be 
criminal  or  foreign  m  such  policy,  Mr.  C.  said 
he  would  readily  assume.    As  to  the  stale  charge 
of  French  influence,  again  insinuated  at  this  day, 
he  could  not  be  expected  to-  notice  it ;  he  detested 
and  conteoaned  it.  It  was  ridiculous  $  it  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  this  or  any  other  question  in  this 
HouscL  or  with  the  policy  of  the  Qovernment. 
The  oDJect  of  the  Qovernment  had  been  to  con- 
trol the  maritime  and  commercial  policy  of  the 
enemy  ;  in  this  respect,  the  war  and  the  restrict- 
ive system  were  identified;  they  were  merely 
different  means  of  assert] nff  the  same  end,  the 
noble  end  of  the  liberty  of  the  seas,  free  uade 
and  sailors'  rights.    Whether  the  one  or  the  oth- 
er should  be  pursued,  or  both,  was  a  matter  of 
election,  to  be  decided  by  the  exercise  of  a  sound 
discretion.    No  impnmtioo  of  improper  foreign 
influence  can  be  sustained  against  the  Qovern- 
ment for  seizing  on  circumstances  arising  from 
the  state  of  either  France  or  Sagland  to  adafM 
our  measures  accordingly.    Even  England  rcf^ 
ttlates  her  conduct  by  that  of  France.   And  when 
nations  regulate  their  policy  by  the  circumstances 
of  their  enemies,  might  not  we,  whilst  neiitralsi 
regnlateour  conduct  according  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  belligerents  ?    The  restrictive  eye- 
tern,  and  this  war  have  a  common  poHey— ^to 
maintain  our  rights  and  compel  the  eaemy  to  re- 
spect oor  just  claims.    It  was  believed  by  politi* 
Clans  on  ail  sides  that,  owing  to  the  situatioa  of 
the  world,  the  restrictive  system  was  one  which 
had,  prior  to  the  war,  saved  our  commerce  from 
foreign  control  and  subjection,  which  had  pre- 
vented us  from  being  in  fact  recolonized.  -  Sup- 
pose the  policy  of  thegentlemaa  bad  been  pursaed, 
and  we  had  forgotten  Europe,  and  been  indiffer- 
ent to  British  exactions  and  oppressions.    What 
would  have  been. the  result?    Our  commerce 
would  have  been  placed  under  the  direction  of 
England  i  it  would  have  been  carried  on  for  her 


benefit }  she  would  have  kept  on  monopolizing 
and  monopolizing,  until  not  only  our  carrying 
trade,  but  our  direct  trade,  and  even  our  coasting 
trade  would  have  been  destroyed.  We  had  com- 
menced resistance  by. the  restrictive  system.  It 
would  have  been  wiser,  Mr.  C.  said,  in  his  opin- 
ion, if  we  had  began  with  war,  and  if  he  bad  then 
been  a  member  of  this  House  he  would  have  pre* 
ferred  that  course.  That  the  two  systems  of  war 
and  restriction  were  consistent  with  each  other 
was  all  that  he  contended  for.  We  were  now, 
he  said,  in  pursuit  of  the  good  old  policy  to  which 
we  have  been  compelled  to  resort,  of  resisting  by 
war  the  maritime  oppressions  of  Britain,  which 
began  with  the  rule  of  '56,  and  gained  strength 
in  the  power  and  ambition  with  which  the  Aii- 
ministration  of  Chatham  inspired  the  councils  of 
England.  It  had  continued  growing  until  it  had 
compelled  this  country  to  leave  the  sweets  ao^ 
ease  of  neutrality  to  encounter  the  hazards  and 
hardships  of  war.  What  would  be  lost  by  giving 
up  the  restrictive  system,  Mr.  C.  said,  would  be 
made  up  by  increased  vigor  to  the  war.  We 
should  still  be  able  to  coerce  the  enemy ;  we  conld 
still  act  and  act  more  strongly  on  his  provinces; 
we  could  commit  depredations  on  his  commeren 
by  our  privateers ;  and  the  very  eirenmstance  ef 
war  existing  with  Qreat  Britain,  together  with 
the  operation  of  the  double  duties,  would  still  re- 
lain,  as  to  her,  two-thirds  of  the  commercial  re* 
strictions  which  now  exist.  I  hope  (said  Mr.  C.) 
the  gentleman  will  not  assert  that  this  House  or 
the  Qovernment  has  co-operated  in  the  views  el 
France.  I  hope  the  gentleman  believes  us  to  be 
too  honorable  men  for  that,  and  that  we  stand  on 
American  ground.  History  will  view  the  con- 
dttct  of  this  Government  in  that  light;  and  will 
record  that  we  acted  by  ourselves,  unconnected 
and  uncontrolled  by  any  foreign  nation. 

Mr.  Wsaaraasaid,  although  thegentieman  wan 
very  willing  to  part  with  this  restrictive  system, 
it  was  rtiy  natural  that  he  should  feel  for  it  som*« 
thing  like  the  feeling  for  a  departed  friend,  and 
should  desire  to  make  it  appear  respectable  when 
near  its  end.  He  now  rose  to  correct  an  impsea* 
sion  his  former  remarks  appeared  to  have  made 
on  the  geatleman^s  mind.  The  great  oki^tiett 
whioh  he  had  before  offered  tu  the  restrictive ays^ 
tern  was,  that  it  was  a  measure  which  for  its  suct 
cess  depended  on  the  course  of  events  in  foreign 
nations.  He  bad  made  no  observation  as  to  mo^ 
tives;  the  occasion  did  not  call  for  it;  but  he 
contended  that  the  system  about  to  be  abolished 
was  a  system  of  false  policy  altogether ;  in  other 
words,  that  *<  the  good  old-tashioned  policy"  was 
that  from  which  we  should  never  have  depajrted. 
We  ought  to  have  asserted  our  rights  hy  our  own 
strength,  and  not,  even  for  the  purpose  of  effeaiH 
iog  a  great  object,  have  resorted  to  a  course  ef 
measures  which  must  be  inoperative ;  we  ough( 
to  rely  for  the  maintenance  of  our  rights  and  re- 
dress of  our  wrongs  on  our  own  power,  and  not 
adopt  a  policy  depending  on  others  to  make  it 
efficient.  Of  late  our  poUcy  had  been  so  waveiw 
ing,  one  day  voting  this  system  good,  another  dny 
bady  that  our  acta  and  statutes  frown  at  each  othar 


1979 


HIBTORT  OF  CONGKESS. 


1980 


SLof  R. 


Repeal  of  ike  Embargo. 


April,  1814. 


OD  record  in  the  most  positire  spirit  of  contradie- 
tioD. 
Mr.  Wbiobt,  of  Maryland,  id  a  few  words  ex- 

f plained  his  ideas  of  the  embargo.  He  had  be- 
ieved  it  a  wise  measure,  and  had  supported  it. 
But  the  circumstances  of  Europe  had  essentially 
changed,  and  with  them  the  grounds  of  the  meas* 
are.  Of  such  changes  it  was  right  for  the  Ad- 
ministration to  take  advantage;  and  he  beliered 
the  ExecutiTc  had,  in  recommending  its  repeal 
to  Congress,  no  more  than  done  its  duty. 
Mr.  William  Reed  spoke  as  follows: — 
Mr.  Chairman :  On  no  occasion,  since  I  have 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House— which  has 
been  during  the  period  of  that  awful  transition  of 
our  country,  from  the  enjoyment  of  the  blessings 
of  peace  and  prosperity,  in  a  degree  unezamijled 
in  the  history  of  the  world,  to  those  scenes  of  im- 
becile, wasteful,  disastrous,  and  distressing  war, 
that  have  within  this  short  period  passed  before 
us,  and  need  not  now  be  repeated ;  and  which, 
but  for  the  brilliant  successes  of  our  little  nary, 
(that  precious  relic  of  better  days,)  would  have 
aunk  the  mind  of  every  patriot  in  the  slough  of 
despair — have  I  been  called  to  act  on  any  propo- 
aition  of  more  doubtful  expediency  than  is  em- 
braced bv  the  bill  now  before  us. 

It  has  neen  no  small  relief  to  my  mind,  that  the 
mistaken  policy  of  converting  the  resources  of 
our  country,  in  the  unrestrained  enterprise  of  our 
citizens,  into  the  weapons  of  offensive  and  de- 
fensive war,  by  restrictions  as  impolitic  as  un- 
natural, would  find  its  grave  in  the  consequences 
it  would  inevitably  bring  down  upon  its  authors; 
who,  while  they  hold  the  responsible  station  of 
"  riding  on  the  whirlwind,  and  directing  the  storm 
of  war"  they  have  raised,  must  be  taught  from 
experience,  generally  a  dear  school,  those  im- 
pressive lessons,  which  were  urged  with  so  much 
a^nsibility  by  that  unfortunate  but  unheeded  class 
of  men,  (the  merchants,)  whose  interest  antici- 
pated so  justly  their  impolicy  and  inefficacy; 
nor  can  I  withhold  entirely  the  expression  of 
those  feelings  of  honest  triumph— sir,  I  mean  not 
ostentatious  boasting — ^at  the  dawn  of  that  day 
which  is  to  consign  the  last  relic  of  a  visionary 
and  ruinous  policy  to  the  tomb  of  '*all  theCapa* 
lets."  And  did  it  appear  to  me,  sir,  said  Mr.  R.. 
that  more  than  the  dawn  of  this  glorious  day  ban 
arrived,  and  that  it  had  reached  its  meridian 
splendor,  i  should  have  felt  much  less,  if  at  all, 
the  necessity  which  now  compels  me  reluctant- 
ly to  abandon  the  course  I  have  generally  pur- 
aaed,  of  giving  a  silent  vote  on  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  But,  sir,  when  I  find  in  the  Message  of  the 
President,  recommending  this  new  course  of  pol- 
icy, and  in  the  concurrent  report  which  has  Men 
presented  bv  the  eloquent  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  and  also  in  the  ar- 
gument which  he  has  urged  to  this  committee  for 
the  adoption  of  this  bill,  no  other  reason  assigned 
but  the  late  changes  in  the  circumstances  of 
friendly  European  Powers ;  changes  which,  as 
far  as  1  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  are  in  every 
case  unfavorable  to  the  extension  of  American 
commerce.     Let  us  briefly  examine,  sir,  what 


these  changes  are — Russia  and  Sweden  in  the 
North,  and  Spain  and  Portugal  in  the  Soath  of 
Europe,  are  the  same.  Denmark,  Holland,  all 
GkAtnany^  and  Italy,  have,  indeed,  changed,  from 
the  paramount  influence  of  France,  our  olAv,  to 
the  same  degree  of  influence  on  the  part  of  Eng- 
land, our  enemy.  How  these  changes  are  con- 
sidered favorable  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discern.  France 
has  also  changed  her  attitude,  but  it  alters  not 
her  relative  situation  with  this  country,  onleas 
we  connect  this  .expiring  system  with  the  Con- 
tinental system  of  Bonaparte,  now  exploding  with 
the  allies;  which  I  presume  is  not  intended  by 
the  friends  of  this  bill.  Therefore,  sir,  as  I  can- 
not trace  the  reasons  assigned  to  any  tenable  ba- 
sis, I  am  constrained  to  attribute  this  bill  rather 
to  the  financial  necessities  of  the  dajr*  than  a  cor- 
rection of  theory  on  the  subject  of  commercial 
regulations.  Indeed,  sir,  I  tremble,  lest  the  only 
benefit  I  had  ever  anticipated  for  the  immense 
sacrifices  on  this  experiment,  viz.:  a  practical  de- 
monstration of  the  axiom  ^  that  interested  tadi* 
vidnals  are  the  best  judges  of  their  own  a&irs, 
and  that  much  legislation  ever  distracts  and  de- 
stroys commerce,"  which  requires  only  the  aid 
of  steady  laws  for  its  protection,  is  about  to  be 
lost  by  a  premature  relinquishment  of  it.  Lest, 
however,  I  should  be  misunderstood  in  the  argu- 
ment I  shall  presently  urge  against  the  exp«lr- 
ency  of  repealing  these  laws  at  this  moment— as 
having  changed  my  views  of  their  real  character 
—I  b^  leave  here  to  remark,  that  the  impres- 
sions, which  at  the  first  resort  to  them  were  made 
upon  mv  mind,  have  since  been  too  strongly  con- 
firmed by  their  ruinous  consequences  on  our 
country  generally,  as  well  as  on  the  State  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent,  ever  to  be  e&ced,  and,  es- 
pecially so,  on  most  of  my  fellow-citizens  de- 
pendent on  the  operations  of  commerce,  whoee 
distresses  have  lon^  since  sickened  me  to  loath- 
ing of  everything  like  commercial  restrictions. 

Yet,  sir,  while  I  feel  this  conviction  so  deeply. 
I  cannot  overlook  the  great  number  of  respectable 
men,  in  and  out  of  this  House,  whose  influence 
has  so  long  predominated  in  the  councils  of  thb 
nation,  that  are  not  yet  satisfied  with  the  experi- 
ment. I  am  disinclined  to  its  removal  at  the  mo- 
ment when  the  correction  of  the  public  mind  is 
in  rapid  progression,  and  when  a  short  time,  with- 
out any  new  sacrifice,  will  so  far  cleanse  the  body 
politic,  as  to  leave  no  further  hopes  to  the  expe- 
dients of  quackery. 

Convinced,  too,  as  I  am,  sir,  that  a  firm  adher- 
ence to  a  favorite  policy,  until  satisfied  of  its  true 
character,  is  not  less  an  evidence  of  integrity  in 
one' class  than  its  abandonment  by  others,  also  its 
former  friends,  I  do  expect  that  a  short  time  will 
nnmber  all  those  who  now  adhere  to  it  with  the 
majority ;  whom  I  expect,  on  the  final  passage  of 
this  bill,  to  renounce,  with  genuine  magnanimity, 
their  once  plighted  faith.  The  conviction  that  is 
slowly  made,  is  not  the  less  deserving  of  confi- 
dence. Therefore,  as  in  time  of  war  with  a  great 
naval  Power  that  blockades  our  whole  coast,  no- 
thing more  will  be  permitted  to  pass  the  enemy 
but  what  suits  his  own  convenience,  no  esaential 
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reiJef  ean  be  given  to  the  sufferiog  citizens  of 
this  coantrf.  With  ail  my  conrictions  against 
the  policy,  I  woo  Id  rather  endure  a  little  longer 
than  hazard  so  mach  by  its  repeal  at  this  time. 

But,  sir,  the  half  is  not  told  you;  and  had  it 
been  the  embargo  only  that  was  affected  by  this 
bill,  the  advantages  to  arise  from  the  return  of 
our  coasting  trade  unshackled,  and  the  comforts 
of  our  citizens,  relieved  from  the  pestering  group 
of  official  pimps  and  informers,  would  have  eom« 
pensated  for  the  repeal  of  that  act  alone,  was  it 
not  connected  with  other  very  important  consid- 
erations, and  would  also  have  saved  me  the  pain 
of  separation  from  my  political  friends  on  this 
question ;  with  whom  it  is  my  pride  and  happiness 
generally  to  act,  and  whose  candor  and  charity  I 
aolicit  on  this  occasion.  Differing  from  whom,  no- 
thing but  the  responsibility  of  my  station,  and  the 
firm  conviction  of  my  own  judgment,  could  sustain 
me  in  voting  against  a  measure  wnich  is  hailed 
by  them,  and  I  should  rejoice  to  have  it  so  prove, 
as  the  precursor  of  that  miUenium  in  the  political 
and  commercial  world  we  have  so  long  and  ar- 
dently desired. 

Sir,  I  have  before  alluded  to  other  considera* 
lions  that  have  still  greater  weight  on  my  mind, 
than  merely  the  danger  of  recurring,  at  a  future 
day,  to  the  embargo  policy.  1  will  proceed  briefly 
to  state  them,  and,  in  doing  this,  I  shall  attempt 
little  more  than  an  examination  of  the  natural 
effects  of  our  relative  situation  with  the  enemy, 
vnder  the  repeal  now  contemplated. 

It  is  a  fact  well  known,  and  is  shown  by  the 
reports  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that, 
in  times  of  peace  and  free  trade,  our  ezportattons 
to  England  fell  several  millions  annually  short  of 
our  imports  of  her  manufactures;  the  balance  of 
which  was  supplied  from  the  excess  of  our  ex- 
ports to  the  Continent.  It  is  also  true,  that  sioce 
the  enactment  of  the  non-importation  act  against 
Bneland  only,  that  is,  since  the  Proclamation  of 
the  President,  of  the  2d  November,  1810,  exchange 
has  steadily  been  in  favor  of  this  country,  from 
six  to  twenty  per  cent.  This  is  stated  to  show 
what  most  be  the  natural  and  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  opening  our  porta  for  the  unrestrained 
imporlation  of  her  manufaeturee,  whieh  it  will  be 
for  her  interest  to  encourage.  Is  it  not  obvious, 
that  while  under  the  neutral  flag  (at  this  time 
another  term  for  her  own,  whitewashed)  they 
will  permit  the  export,  under  the  general  blockade, 
only  of  such  raw  materials  as  may  supply  their 
own  wants,  and  nothing  for  your  benefit;  and  that 
the  consequence  must  be  the  draining,  to  the  last 
dollar,  the  specie  of  this  country  in  payment  of 
the  balance  tor  their  manufactures  ?  It  is  unavoid- 
able. I  am  aware,  sir,  that  I  shall  be  answered, 
that  we  have  on  our  table  a  bill  to  prevent  the  ex- 
portation of  specie.  But  this  does  not  satisfy  me; 
until  the  nature  of  man  is  changed,  it  cannot  be 
executed.  It  is  but  ti  remoantof  this  restrictive 
policy,  and  an  awkward  apology  for  its  abandon- 
ment, when,  from  its  former  friends,  none  is  ne- 
cessary. 

We   have  for  years  been  stunned  with  the 
olamor  of  British  monopoly.    May  it  not  now  be 


asked,  what  has  England  attempted,  that  our 
measures  for  years  past  have  not  assisted  her  to 
accomplish  ?  We  complained  that  she  dreaded  us 
as  rivals,  and  modestly  retired,  under  an  embargo 
of  eighteen  months,  to  husband  our  resources, 
and,  by  our  state  of  war,  have  thrown  into  her 
hands  the  commerce  of  the  world ;  and  lest  this 
should  not  satisfy  ber^  we  now  propose  to  add 
thereto  the  trade  of  this  country,  with  every  fa-* 
cility  in  our  power  to  give,  for  its  accomplish- 
ment. What  inore  can  we  do  ?  What  induce- 
ment can  we  hold  out  to  her  for  peace  with  us  1 
I  know  of  none.  Indeed,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  the 
pledge  of  interminable  war,  unless  our  enemy,  in 
pity  to  the  good  people  of  this  country,  shall  grant 
us  peace  in  defiance  of  their  own  interest.  And 
when,  in  addition  to  all  this,  they  have  tried  the 
bendSts  of  that  trade,  which,  in  the  bands  of  the 
citizens  of  this  country,  yielded,  in  freight  only, 
the  annual  value  of  more  than  thirty  millions  or 
dollars.  I  can  see  in  it  only  a  bonus  to  the  enemy 
to  continue  the  war,  until  they  get  our  last  dollar, 
and  the  last  timber  of  our  ships  shall  rot  at  the 
wharves. 

These  reasons  are  sufficient,  sir,  to  induce  me 
to  vote  against  the  bill  at  this  time,  and  to  urge 
this  Committee  not  to  adopt  a  measure  fraugnt 
with  such  important  consequences,  but  to  wait 
until  we  shall  hear  from  our  Ministers  of  peace 
at  €k>ttenburg,  which  we  all  hope  will  release  oar 
country  of  its  greatest  curse— this  war  ^  when  we 
may  hope  to  avoid  not  only  these  serious  evib, 
but  with  them,  too,  the  disgrace  that  inevitably 
attaches  to  any  Gh)vernment  pursuing  a  policy  so 
vacillating  as  we  shall  by  passing  this  bill.  I 
must  beg  the  patience  of  the  Committee,  while  I 
call  their  attention  to  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  20th  July,  1813.    It  is  as  follows : 

**  There  being  sufficient  ground  to  infyt  that  it  is  the 
puipose  of  the  enemy  to  combine  with  the  blockede  of 
our  porti  special  licenses  to  neutral  vessels,  or  to  Brit-^ 
ish  veaseb  in  neatral  ^Mgaiaea,  whereby  they  may 
draw  from  oar  country  the  predse  kind  and  quantity 
of  exports  essential  to  their  wants,  whilst  its  general 
commerce  remains  unobstructed ;  keeping  in  viaw  also 
the  insidioas  discriminations  between  different  ports  ia 
the  United  States;  and  as  such  a  system, if  not  coun- 
teracted, wiU  have  the  effect  of  diminishing  very  ma- 
terially the  pressure  of  the  war  on  the  enemy>  and  en- 
couraging a  perseverance  in  it,  at  the  same  time  it  will 
leave  the  general  commerce  of  the  United  States  under 
all  the  pressure  the  enemy  can  impose,  thus  subject- 
ing the  whole  to  British  monopoly,  I  recommend  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress  the  expediency  of  an 
immediate  and  effectual  prohibition  of  exports,  limited 
to  a  convenient  day  in  their  next  session,  removable, 
in  the  meantime,  in  the  event  of  a  cessation  of  the 
blockade  of  our  ports." 

With  your  leave,  sir,  I  will  finish  reading  the 
few  authorities  I  feel  constrained  to  bring  to  the 
attention  of  the  House  on  this  occasion.  The 
next  is  the  Message  of  the  9th  December  last,  of 
which  I  shall  only  read  the  two  first  and  the  last 
paragraphs,  viz: 

'<  The  tendency  of  our  commercial  and  nsTigation 
laws,  in  the  present  state,  to  favor  the  enemy,  and 
thereby  prolong  the  war,  is  more  and  more  developed 
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I9  «zperieQ<e«  SoppliM  of  tbe  moat  eiMiilul  kkids 
find  their  wfty,  not  only  to  Britiih  ports  and  moaem  ai 
a  distance,  but  the  aimiea  in  our  neig hborfaeod,  with 
which  oar  own  are  contending,  derive  firom  oar  porta 
and  outlets  a  subsistence  attainable  with  difficulty,  if 
at  all,  from  other  sources.  Even  the  fleets  and  troops 
infesting  our  coasts  and  waters  are,  by  like  suppliei, 
accommodated  and  encouraged  in  their  predatory  and 
incursive  warfare." 

**  Abuses  having  a  like  tendency  take  place  in  our 
import  trade.  British  &brics  and  products  find  their 
way  into  our  ports,  under  the  name  and  from  the  ports 
of  other  countries;  and  often  in  British  vessels  dis- 
guised as  neutrals,  by  false  colois  and  papers." 

''To  shorten,  as  modi  as  possible,  the  duiatisA  of 
the  war,  it  is  indiraensable  tfiat  the  enemy  should  feel 
tXL  the  pressors  that  can  be  given  to  it;  and  the  re- 
straints having  that  tendency  will  be  borne  with  the 
gieator  cheeilnlness  by  all  good  citiaans,  as  the  re- 
straints will  sJbet  those  most  vrho  are  most  tmij  to 
sacrifice  the  interest  of  their  country  in  pomitef 
their  own." 

Sir,  I  will  not  detain  yoa  nor  the  Committee 
long  by  a  labored  commentary  on  these  two  pa* 
pers ;  they  are  in  the  hands  of  every  one,  and 
ewery  one  can  undecttaMl  them ;  nor  shall  I  make 
profiessioBs  of  ttttbouDded  confidence  ia  the  Pres- 
ident, it  n  not  necessary  for  my  present  purpose; 
bat  if  the  facts  stated  in  them  weretrne  when  pre* 
auited  to  this  Congress  for  their  considcfatiOBf 
and  nobody  ever  denied  the  facts,  they  are  equal- 
ly troe  BOir,  and  if  experience  developed  their  ne* 
ceasity  in  December^  reason  teaches  every  man 
that  the  same  necessity  exists  in  greater  force  now 
than  it  did  then;  and  if  indispensable  then,  to 
bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  issue,  they  are  more 
80  now. 

Sir,  although  as  a  partisan  I  feel  no  personal 
responsibility  of  the  measnces  of  the  Administta* 
tioA,  I  canno^  nay.  I  would  not  but  be  an  Amer- 
ioaii.  for,  ^  with  all  her  faults,  I  love  thee,"  and  I 
caoaot  separate  myseil^  as  such,  from  the  dis- 
mee  that  attaches  10  such  vaciUatiag  conduct. 
Would  to  Heaven  they  were  not  on  reoot d,  but 
since  they  are,  and  my  vote  must  be  so  too,  I'll 
have  no  share  in  an  act  so  humiliating,  so  degrad- 
ing to  ray  country. 

The  Committee  then 
bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Baadlbt  renewed  the  motion  he  had  made 
in  Committee  to  strike  out  the  third  section 
of  the  bill.  This  bill,  he  said,  whilst  it  would 
beuefit  the  merchant  and  grower  of  produce, 
would  prostrate  tbe  manufactures  and  seamen,  to 
which  two  classes  we  were  most  indebted  for 
what  gave  character  to  the  country.  What  would 
be  the  impression  of  our  seamen,  he  said,  wlien 
they  found  themselves  shut  up,  and  our  timde 
wholly  carried  on  by  foreigaenl  As  the  bill 
now  4tood,  the  interest  of  the  seamen  waB  openly 
abandoned. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said^be,  as  a  grower  of  produce, 
should  certainly  feel  an  interest  in  striking  out 
that  section,  as  it  was  the  interest  of  the  pJanter 
to  let  commerce  run  in  any  channel  it  might  wear 
for  itself.  But  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  retaift 
ottf  seamen  aa  much  as  possible  from  fbreigiu  aad 
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in  our  own,  service  As  to  the  manufacturing 
interest,  it  could  not  be  considered  as  disregarded, 
when  there  existed  a  duty  of  fifty  per  cent,  on  the 
invoice  duty  of  foreign  goods.  If  this  was  not 
encouragement,  he  know  not  what  was.  The 
vote  of  the  House  yesterday  required  a  general 
tariff  to  be  laid  before  it  conseyed  a  pledge  that 
the  manufacturing  interest  should  be  protected. 
Double  duties  woiud  not  protect  it  properly ;  dou- 
ble duties  on  coffee  and  sugar  offered  no  enconr** 
agement  to  the  manufacture  of  broadcloth.  Be 
hoped  to  see  manufactures  encouraged  by  appro- 
priate duties,  and  had  no  idea  of  their  being  left 
without  such  protection. 

Mr.  FonaTTH  made  a  motion  to  strike  oat  the 
last  clause  of  the  third  section ;  which  motion 
took  psecedence  of  the  motion  to  strike  oat  the 
whole,  and  was  first  decided. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Caz.bodji^ 
PoTTBR  of  Rhode  Island,  Wbiobt,  Fisk  o€  Yei^ 
mont,  and  Qholson  ;  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
FonsTTB,  Gabtoh,  Robbrtbon  of  Lonisiann,  and 
MuRPRBB^  on  the  grounds  before  briefly  stated. 

Mr.  Forbtth's  motion  was  decided  by  yeaa 
aad  nays — For  the  amendment  65,  against  it  75^ 
aa  follows : 


Tbas— M eaws.  Baraett,  Baylies  of  Msararhnsatt^ 
Bigelow,  Bradboiy,  Bradlsy,  Breckenridge,  Bri^^iaah 
Capeslon,  Champion,  Chappell,  CHley,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Ely,  Fomth,  Gaston,  Gedde^ 
Hale,  Hanson,  Haweo,  Howell^  Hnngeii»rd,  Jackssn 
of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  Yeik,  King 
of  Msssachnaetts,  King  of  North  Csiolina*  Law,  Lewii, 
Lovett,  Lowndes,  Macon,  MarkeH,  McKiav,  Moffitt 
Moseley,Mnrfree,  Oakley,  Pearaon,  Pickering,  Pitkin» 
Post,  John  Reed.  William  Reed,  Ridgeiy,  Eobertson, 
Rnggle%  Seybert,  Shefiby,  Sherwood^  §hipheid.  Smith 
of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  Toik,  Stsnfodf 
Stuart,  Sturges,  TaUmadge,  Vose,  Ward  of  Maaaai- 
chuseUs,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Wibon  of 
Massachusetts. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard. 
BesJl,  Bowen,  Biown,  Butler,  CaidweD,  CaIhoott» 
Clark,  Comslock.  Condict,  Consiid,  Crawfoid,  Croncii^ 
Davis  of  Pennqrlvania,  DenoyeUes,  Desks,  Baiie, 
Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
Fukef  New  Yoffc,  Forney,  FtmnUin,  Gholaon,  Goo4> 
wyn,  Gourdin,  Gnindy,  HaU,  Harris,  HasbiDoA,  Haw^ 
kms,  Humphreys,  Ihgenall,  Ingham,  Ining,  JadLssa 
of  Viiginia,  Kent  of  Maiyland,  Kcir,  Kenhaw,  Kil- 
boura,  Lelftrti^  Lyle,  liCcLeai^  Moses,  Ndaon,  New* 
ton,  OffflMliy,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleansnls,  Fs^ 
ter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennameeb  Bic^ 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Sevier^  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  eg 
Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehili,  Taylor,  Teifrir,  Udne* 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wilson  of  PennsylTania,  Wngjht* 
and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  resolred  not  to  strike  out  the  last 
clause  of  the  third  section. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  BnADunr'a 
motion  to  strike  out  the  whole  section;  and  a 
moUon  for  that  purpose  succeeding,  the  House 
adjourned. 

Thursoat,  April  7. 

Mr.  Sbtbbrt  presented  a  petition  of  stmdry 
manuAieturcn  ot  woollen  goods  in  the  city  of 
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PiiiiMlelphm,  piaytDg  that  Congress  will  take 
their  sitaadon  into  coDsideration.  and  adopt  mea- 
sores  for  their  proteetion  aod  encoorageroent. — 
Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory. 

Mr.  SlrPBB,  from  the  Connnittee  of  Ways  and 
Meansj  reported  a  bill  to  augment  the  compensa- 
tion or  the  AeeoQDtant  of  the  War  Department, 
and  of  the  Paymaster  General ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  £pp£8  also  reponed  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  D.  Hay ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com* 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to*day. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  *'  for 
the  relief  of  Mary  Cheevers''  was  read,  and  con- 
curred in  hj  the  Honae. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  anthorizing  an  aug^ 
mentation  of  the  marine  corps,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naral  Afiairs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  '*  directing  the  dispo- 
sition of  money  paid  into  the  Courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  was  read  twice  and,  committed  to  a 
Comoaiuee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill  ^  lor  the  final 
adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana and  Territory  of  Missouri,"  with  amend- 
ments; in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

REPEAL  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
anfinished  business,  being  the  bill  to  repeal  the 
embargo  and  non-importation  acts. 

The  tnotiott  to  strike  out  the  third  section  of 
the  bill  (prohibiting  foreign  vessels  from  taking 
on  board  American  seamen)  being  still  before  the 
House — 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Rbejl,  of  Ten- 
nessee, as  opening  the  door  to  the  enticement 
away  of  our  seamen,  ^.^  and,  if  it  were  agreed 
to,  odr  seamen  would  be  taken  off  by  neutrals, 
used  by  them  as  long  as  convenient,  and  then 
turned  adrift  without  any  provision  for  their  re- 
turn ;  that  our  seamen  would  besides  be  liable  to 
impressment  by  the  enemy ;  and  that  these  evils 
were  too  great  to  be  endured  merely  for  the  sake 
of  cottciliatiog  neutrals. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Robbrtson, 
of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Lownuss,  of  South  Carolina, 
Mr.  Gbobvbnob,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Ddvall,  of 
Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Mubfbbe,  of  North  Carolina, 
on  various  grounds,  among  which  were  the  follow- 
ing :  Thar  it  was  in  the  nature  of  a  sanction  to 
the  principle  of  impressment ;  that  it  would  have 
an  dTect  very  different  from  that  which  was  ex- 
pected from  it,  because  the  appearance  of  restraint 
would  tend  to  drive  our  seamen  from  our  service; 
that  it  would  in  fact  act  oppressively  on  those 
seamen  who,  not  being  employed  in  our  own 
marine,  might  be  left  destitute  of  employment  by 
the  retentipn  of  such  a  provision ;  that  there  was 
no  occasion  for  this  section  to  facilitate  the  man- 
ning of  our  public  ships,  because  there  would  bo 
no  difficulty  in  manning  them,  nor  ever  had  been 
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of  late,  exeiipt  for  the  fear  in  the  seamen  of  being 
employed  in  the  Lake  service ;  and,  that,  if  there 
were  any  difficulty,  the  very  passage  of  such  an 
act,  going  to  make  a  prison  of  our  country,  woul4 
increase  rather  than  diminish  it. 

Mr.  Obo«v£nob  rejoiced  at  the  two  first  sec- 
tions of  the  bill ;  he  regretted  that  when  the  re- 
strictive system  which  had  been  productive  of  so 
much  injury,  was  about  to  be  abandoned,  they 
should  keep  any  vestige  of  it.  Unless  there  was 
some  great  necessity  for  the  third  section,  it  ought 
to  be  stricken  out;  he  doubted  the  powerof  Con- 
gress to  pass  the  third  section.  He  wished  not  to 
be  misunderstood  on  this  point  j  that  a  nation  had 
a  right  to  prohibit  their  citizens  from  emigrating, 
he  had  no  doubt ;  it  was  an  attribute  of  sovereign- 
tv  ;  butthe  question  was,  where  did  the  povKr  liel 
Our  Government  was  a  complicated  niece  of  ma- 
chinery, the  Qeneral  Government  had  certain 
powers  delegated  to  them  by  the  Constitution  and 
Congress  could  not  go  beyond  those  powers.  He 
wished  to  know  where  the  power  was  given  in 
the  Constitution  to  Congress,  to  prohibit  native 
Americans,  from  leaving  the  country  in  neutral 
vessels — he  believed  the  power  resided  in  the 
Sutes  and  it  had  not  been  delegated  to  Congress. 
He  would  be  glad  if  gentlemen  would  point  out 
that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  allowed 
Con^^ress  to  prohibit  the  departure  of  any  Amer- 
ican m  neutral  vessels,  unless  he  be  guilty  of  some 
crime.  He  had  very  serious  doubts  on  the  subject, 
and  the  section  ought  not  to  be  retained,  unless 
some  great  practical  good  could  be  effected  by  it. 
He  had  great  objections  to  make  the  United 
States  a  great  prison,  and  he  should  be  sorry  to 
see  this  anomaly  unless  it  would  be  prodnetiveof 
some  great  benefit.  Would  this  section,  he  asked, 
keep  the  sailors  here  ?  It  would  not.  If  the 
sailors  were  prohibited  from  going  to  sea  in  neu- 
tral vessels,  whenever  they  went  out  in  American 
vessels  they  never  would  return.  What  was  the 
object  of  the  bill  7  To  open  our  commerce  for 
the  benefit  of  the  sailors-— ^' for  free  trade  and 
sailors'  rights."  This  section  would  drive  those 
sailors  from  the  country.  As  to  the  idea  about 
manning  our  public  ships,  he  did  not  believe  we 
had  sailors  enough  for  our  frigates.  When  at  the 
Eastward,  last  Summer,  he  had  been  informed  by 
Captain  Stewart,  the  commander  of  the  Consti- 
tution, that  the  only  difficulty  in  obtaining  sailors 
was  their  repugnance  to  be  sent  to  the  Lakes.  Be- 
lieving there  were  doubts  as  to  the  Constitutional 
power  of  Congress  to  pass  the  third  section,  and 
that  as  no  benefit  could  occur  from  retaining  it, 
he  should  vote  in  favor  of  the  motion  for  striking 
it  out. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  third  section 
of  the  bill  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays.  There 
were  for  striking  out  70,  against  it  78,  as  follows  : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Baid,  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Boyd, 
Biadbnry,  Bradley,  Breekenridge,  Brigham,  Champion, 
Chappell,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Col,  Colpeper,  Cathbert, 
Davenporty  Duvall,  Ely,  Farrow,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Oed- 
des,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hawkins,  Howell,  Hungeribrd, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New 
York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
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hvm»,  Lcnrett,  Lowndes,  Macon,  MurkeU,  McKim,  Mof- 
fit,  Motelejy  Marfree,  Pemnon,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Poet, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ridgely,  Robertson,  Rag* 
gies,  8ejbert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Snith  of 
New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Penn- 
syWania,  Stanford,  Stnart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,  Thompson,  Yose,  Ward  of  Manachusetts, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachnsetta, 
Winter,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  At- 
cher,  Barnett,  Beall,Bowen,  Brown^  Butler,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis  of  PennsyWania,  Den- 
c^elles,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
son,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jack- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentudiy,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean, 
Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sevier,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Troup,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitahill,  WU- 
son  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  refused  to  strike  out  the  said 
section. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to  strike 
out  the  second  section  of  the  bill  (which  repeals 
the  sereral  non-importation  acts.) 

The  question  having  been  stated — 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  said,  after  the  vote 
of  yesterday  on  this  amendment  in  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  he  rose  under  circumstances 
of  peculiar  discouragement  to  offer  a  few  obser- 
vations on  the  subject.  The  bill  contains  two 
distinct  principles — one  to  repeal  the  restrictions 
on  exports,  the  other  to  repeal  the  restrictions  on 
imports.  All  the  arguments  I  have  heard  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill,  said  Mr.  McK.,  went  exclusiTely 
to  the  first  part  of  it— to  the  repeal  of  the  restric- 
tions on  exports — and  these  arguments  are  per- 
fectly intelligible  to  my  mind.  The  embargo 
pots  a  total  stop  to  our  exports;  it  locks  op  the 
entire  of  our  produce.  A  few  loads  of  lime  and 
lumber,  to  rebuild  a  village  that  has  been  de- 
strojred  by  fire,  cannot  be  brought  from  another 
district  in  the  same  State,  nor  even  a  Tessel  be 
removed  that  has  been  caught  in  our  waters  by^ 
the  embargo,  although  exposed  to  the  most  immi- 
nent danger  of  being  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 
The  embargo  paralyzes  the  industry  and  exhausto 
the  resources  of  the  nation.  I  can  readily  per- 
ceive the  force  of  the  arguments ;  and  I  admit, 
that  a  measure  operating  so  severely  on  our  citi- 
zens, ought  not  to  be  continued  without  some 
imperious  necessity,  or  that  some  corresponding 
benefit  be  derived,  to  reward  them  for  the  sacri- 
fice. And,  although  the  embargo  is  producing 
all  the  benefit  I  ever  expected  from  it,  yet,  if  the 
second  section  be  stricken  out  of  the  bill,  it  is  pro- 
bable I  could  make  up  my  mind  to  vote  for  the 
repeal  of  the  measure. 

The  embargo  prohibits  all  exports,  bot  the  non- 
importation laws  are  of  a  different  character ;  they 
prohibit  the  importation  of  goods  the  growth  or 
manofactore  of  the  enemy  only.    Our  ports  are 


open  to  the  admission  of  the  prodoce  and  mano* 
facturesof  all  the  world,  except  those  of  the  ene- 
my ;  and  I  have  heard  no  reason,  nor  can  see  any 
reason,  why  they  should  be  admitted.  I  would 
be  glad  to  know  what  extraordinary  necesaity 
has  pressed  this  measure  on  us  at  this  tine.  Do 
we  suffer  for  the  want  of  clothing,  or  any  other 
necessary  or  comfort  of  life  ?  Can  we  not  obtain 
from  our  own  industry,  and  from  friendly  foreign 
nations,  all  that  our  wants  require,  and  all  that 
our  ideas  of  comfort  have  rendered  necessary? 
1  can  see  no  necessity  for  calling  in  the  products 
of  the  enemv  to  oar  aid;  and  I  feel  unwilling  to 
make  the  acknowledgment  to  the  enemy  that  we 
cannot  exist  without  his  products. 

Seeing  no  reason  why  this  restriction  should 
be  removed,  and  believing  that  no  solid  reason 
can  be  adduced  in  support  of  the  removal,  I  will 
advert  to  some  of  the  evils  that,  in  my  opinion, 
will  result  from  it.  From  the  nnmeroos  restric- 
tions  imposed  on  our  commerce  by  the  enemy, 
and  those  imposed  bf  our  own  Gbvernment,  a. 
large  portion  of  our  citizens  have  been  forced  to 
relinquish  their  usual  avocations,  and  been  ob- 
liged to  seek  new  modes  of  employing  their  indos- 
try  and  capital,  for  the  support  o!f  their  families. 
From  these  causes,  their  attention  has  been  tamed 
to  nanofaetarin^.  Much  of  the  capital  and  in- 
dustry of  our  citizens,  usually  employed  in  com- 
merce, have  from  the  operation  of  these  causes. 
been  forced  into  maoofacturing  establishments; 
and  ahhoughi  in  my  opinion,  the  duties  now  im- 
posed on  imports  are  abundantly  suflScient,  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  things,  for  the  protection  of 
the  manufacturing  Interest  of  the  country,  yet  I 
doubt  whether  they  will  be  sufficient  to  support 
that  interest  against  the  shock  that  will  be  pro- 
duced by  letting  in  upon  them,  without  restraint, 
a  flood  of  European  manufactures.  The  manu- 
factures of  Great  Britain  have  been,  to  speak  met- 
aphorically, dammed  up  for  several  years;  and 
if  this  accumulated  mass  of  foreign  goods  be  let 
loose  on  our  infant  establishments,  with  the  supe- 
rior skill  and  capital  of  the  European  maoofiic- 
turer,  I  fear  our  manufacturing  establishments 
will  be  much  disturbed,  if  not  overthrown.  I  do 
not  beliere  the  doable  aoties  will  be  sufficient  to 
guard  them  against  this  shock,  although  I  admit 
they  are  sufficient,  and  more  than  sufficient,  in 
ordinary  times,  to  enable  them  to  hold  a  compe- 
tition with  the  European  manufacturer.  If  there 
were  any  pressing  necessity,  however,  for  the  pro- 
posed repeal  of  the  existing  prohibition  of  British 
products,  I  miffht  think  it  expedient  to  vote  for 
It;  bat  1  would  be  glad  to  know  what  is  the  ne- 
cessity that  calls  for  this  provision  in  the  bill. 
Are  we  suffering,  1  repeat  it  again,  for  any  neces- 
sary whatever,  that  calls  for  such  a  concession  to 
the  enemy  ?  I  believe  not.  I  therefore  consider 
it  unwise  to  run  the  hazard  that  may  result  from 
the  experiment.  I  admit,  that  if  it  be  necessary 
to  the  safety  or  the  prosperity  of  the  nation  to 
pass  the  provision  which  I  have  moved  to  strike 
out  of  the  bill,  the  interest  of  the  maoufactorers, 
being  a  sobordinate  interest,  must  yield  to  the  gen- 
eral good.    Bot  I  must  remark,  that  the  mana- 
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fkctaring  interest,  althoagh  not  the  greatest,  is 
still  an  important  interest  of  the  nation.  By  the 
returns  made  by  the  marshals  in  the  year  1810; 
which,  however  imperfect,  are  the  best  data  to 
which  we  can  resort  on  the  subject,  it  appears 
that  the  domestic  manufactures  of  the  United 
States  amounted,  in  that  year,  to  about  two  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars.  The  exports  from  the 
United  States,  in  domestic  produce,  in  favorable 
years,  we  know,  has  not  exceeded  about  sixty 
millions  of  dollars.  It  thence  results,  that  the 
manufacturing  interest  of  the  country  is  greater 
in  amount  than  the  commercial  interest,  and  is 
subordinate  only  to  the  agricultural  interest  of 
the  nation. 

It  may  be  presumed,  that  the  raw  materials  em- 
ployed in  producing  the  two  hundred  millions, in 
value^  of  manufactured  goods  made  in  the  year 
1810,  were  not  increased  in  value,  by  the  manu- 
faccoriuff  process,  more  than  100  per  eent.;  con- 
•eqaenthr  it  will  appear,  that  one  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  in  valucy  of  the  raw  materials  and 
produce  of  the  country,  were  in  that  year  worked 
up  into  manufactured  goods,  and  hare  found  a 
market  at  our  own  doors,  free  from  spoliation  of 
•Demies,  and  from  vexation  of  any  kind. 

If  mr  view  of  the  subject  be  correct,  even  in 
principle,  it  ought  to  induce  the  agricultural  inter- 
est in  the  House  and  in  the  nation  to  reflect  well 
on  the  expediency  of  any  measure  that  may  have 
a  tendency  to  injure  our  growing  establishments, 
from  which  they  derive  such  important  benefits, 
in  the  supply  of  their  wants,  and  in  furnishing  a 
market  at  their  doors  for  so  large  a  portion  of 
their  produce. 

These  considerations  induce  me  to  believe,  that 
an  enlightened  policy  does  not  require  the  Qov- 
ernment,  at  this  time,  to  remove  the  restrictions 
on  the  importation  of  the  manufactares  of  the 
enemy.  I  hope  the  motion  will  prevail,  and  the 
second  section  of  the  bill  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  hoped 
the  motion  would  not  prevail.  He  thought  the 
^ntleman  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  our 
mfant  manufacturing  institutions  would  be  em- 
barrassed by  this  measure.  What  was  the  en- 
couragement which  they  now  received  from  the 
€k)vernroent?  The  ad  valorem  duties  now  aver- 
aged about  33^  per  cent.  Most  of  the  importa- 
tions being  in  neutral  bottoms,  the  discriminating 
duty  of  10  per  cent,  on  such  importations  in  for- 
eign vessels,  would  make  it  4^  per  cent.;  and, 
when  were  added  to  this  the  freight,  and  other 
expenses  incident  to  a  state  of  war,  the  actual 
duty  on  foreign  and  premium  to  domestic  manu- 
factures could  not  be  less  than  fifty  per  cent.  Was 
it  wise  to  extend  to  our  manufactures  further  en- 
couragement than  this  ?  Durinff  a  state  of  war, 
too  great  a  stimulus  was  natUralTy  given  to  man- 
uftctures — a  stimulus  so  great  that  it  could  npt 
be  expected  to  be  continued  in  a  time  of  peace; 
and  when  peace  comes,  come  when  peace  will, 
the  vicissitude  which  manufacturers  must  expe- 
rience will  foe  much  greater  and  injurious  to 
them,  if  besides  the  double  duties  the  restrictive 
system  were  retained,  than  it  ought  to  or  would 


otherwise  be.  The  great  requisite  to  the  due  en* 
cottragement  of  manufactures  now  was,  that  cer- 
tain manufactures  in  cottons  and  woollens,  which 
have  kindly  taken  root  in  our  soil,  should  have  a 
moderate  but  permanent  protection  insured  to 
them.  He  knew  not  how  that  object  could  be 
belter  effected  than  by  the  scheme  of  establishing 
a  new  tariff  of  duties,  which  this  House  haa 
shown  a  determinatio;i  to  adopt.  To  continue 
the  present  non-importation  system  merely  to 
protect  manufactures,  when  they  received  already 
so  much  protection,  would  be  dangerous  instead 
of  beneficial  to  them.  Another  circumstance, 
than  those  he  had  adverted  to,  now  operated  to 
encourage  manufactures-— the  heavy  expenditure 
for  the  clothing  of  our  Army.  The  Government 
could  and  did  regulate  those  expenditures,  as  far 
as  possible,  for  the  encouragement  of  manufac- 
tures.  Having  replied  to  the  main  point  of  the 
gentleman's  argument,  he  would  not  follow  him 
through  the  whole  of  his  remarks.  As  to  her  man- 
ufactures, Mr.  C.  said  that  all  Europe  was  open 
to  the  enemy.  The  very  circumstance  of  this 
demand  for  her  manufactures,  which  destroyed 
the  efficiency  of  our  non-importation  system,  by 
enhancing  their  price  in  the  British  market,  would 
furnish  additional  encouragement  to  our  manu- 
factures. Could  it  be  expected,  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  world,  that  our  non-importa- 
tion, violated  as  it  constantly  was  by  smuggling 
and  simulated  papers,  could  produce  much  effect? 
He  believed  not.  All  the  ar^^ments  he  had  yes- 
terday urged,  applied  as  forcibly  td  this  provision 
of  the  bill  as  to  that  which  contemplated  a  re- 
peal of  the  embargo.  He  hoped  all  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  would  oe  permitted  to  share  the  same 
fate. 

Mr.  McKiM  said  he  had  admitted,  when  up  be- 
fore, that  the  double  duties  would  be  abundantlj' 
sufficient  encouragement  to  manufactures  in  ordi- 
nary times;  but,  whenever  British  manufactures 
were  let  in,  he  believed  they  would  not  only  break 
down  the  manufacturers,  but  the  importers  also. 
He  had  seen  times  like  that  which  he  apprehend- 
edj  at  the  close  of  the  last  war,  when  an  inunda- 
tion of  British  goods  flowed  in.  Mr.  M.  said  he 
wanted  to  hear  some  of  the  reasons  explained 
why  we  should  declare  to  the  enemy  that  we 
cannot  live  without  her  manufactures.  The  dou- 
ble duties,  he  repeated,  were  a  sufficient  protec- 
tion in  general  to  manufactures;  but,  until  our 
manufactures  acquired  greater  stren«thj  he  did 
not  wish  to  see  them  subjected  to  the  nressure 
they  would  experience  from  a  repeal  of  toe  non* 
importation. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  that  to  the  last  part  of  the 

f:entleman's  argument,  the  answer  was  deeuive. 
t  was  well  known  (hat  there  was  nothing  more 
difficult  to  execute  than  a  non-importation  law, 
as  well  by  direct  smuggling  as  by  false  papers. 
This  hazard  ought  not  to  be  encountered,  unless 
there  was  a  prospect  of  very  powerful  good  to 
result  from  it.  Mr.  C.  contended  that  no  such 
prospect  existed  now.  Whatever  it  might  have 
been  formerlv,  there  was  no  chance  of  decisive 
effect  from  this  system  now — all  Europe  being 
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open  to  British  manufactures.  Soch,  besides,  was 
the  difficulty  of  executing  such  a  system,  that  the 
President  had,  at  the  present  session,  recommend- 
ed the  prohibition  entirely  of  certain  articles 
known  to  be  produced  in  Great  Britain — the  smug- 
gling of  which  was  so  difficult  to  be  prevented, 
that  it  could  not  be  done  Unless  their  importation 
was  also  prohibited  from  all  other  parts  of  the 
world. 

Mr.  Post,  of  New  York,  said  he  did  not  rise  at 
this  time  to  enter  into  the  general  argument  on 
this  subject,  but  merely  to  remark,  in  reply  to  the 
two  gentlemen  who  had  spoken,  that  they  labored 
under  a  material  mistake  m  regard  to  the  manu- 
facturing interest,  and  that  much  pains  had  been 
taken  to  diffuse  through  the  public  prints  ideas  of 
the  same  kind  as  those  they  appeared  to  entertain. 
He  bareljr  wished  now  to  say,  tnat  it  never  would 
be  to  the  interest  of  the  maoufacturers  generally 
for  Government  to  take  them  under  its  fostering 
care.  It  was  jour  true  policy,  in  regard  to  them, 
to  have  laws  of  such  a  character  as  not  to  be  sub- 
ject to  fluctuation,  and  then  let  industry  take  its 
own  course.  That  manufacture  which  required 
the  protection  of  high  bounties,  was  not  worth 
the  attention  of  the  Government.  The  experi- 
ence of  years  past  would  support  this  remark, 
durine  which  time  our  manufactures  bad  grown 
rapidly  without  the  aid  of  the  Grovernment.  It 
never  ought  to  have  been  expected  that  Govern- 
ment would  lay  protecting  duties.  When  the 
subject  of  the  |[eneral  tariffcame  before  the  House, 
this  subject  might  be  fully  discussed;  he  merely 
threw  out  these  general  remarks,  as  they  might 
tend  in  some  degree  to  do  away  a  mistake  which 
appeared  to  pervade  the  nation  in  regard  to  our 
manufactures. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  second  section 
of  the  bill  was  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  34^ 
nays  110,  as  follows : 

YjiiA— Mmsts*  Bvrdt  Bamett,  Caldwell,  Clopton, 
Gooard.  Crawlord,  DenoyelleB,  Desha,  Evans,  Fiankr 
lin.  Griffin,  HaUL  Hasbronck,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Ingham, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lafferta,  Lyle,  McKim,  Moore, 
Nelson,  JYewton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Piper,  Potter,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Boaae,  Strong,  Troap,  Wood«  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

NATs^-Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  AnderMn,  Ar- 
cher, Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Be«U,BSgeIow,  Bowen, 
Boyd,  Bradbnry,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  But- 
ler, Calhonn,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cillej,  Clark,  Corn- 
stock,  Condiet,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Crooch,  Cul- 
peper,  Cnthbert,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Duvall,  £arle,  Ely,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Fmdley,  Pisk  of 
New  York,  Forney,  Fonyth,  Gaston,  Gfaolson,  Good- 
wyn,  Gonrdin,  Grosvenor,  Grundy,  Hale,  Harris,  How- 
ell, HompfaseySyHongerfordflngenoll,  Irving,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  Yotk,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Karr,  Kershaw,  Kilbonm,  King  of  Ma«a* 
choaetts.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Maoon,  MarkeU,  Moffitt,  Mnifiee,  Oakley, 
Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Poet, 
John  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich,  Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skmner,  Smith 
of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Star- 


gee,  Taggart,  Tatfanadge,  Tajlec,  Tellair,  ThoasfeMi, 
Yoee,  Ward  of  MassachosetU,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wheaton,  White,  WUcox,  Wilson  of  Masaarhnsetta, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Winter. 

So  the  House  determined  against  the  mocion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradburt,  of  BiasaachnsetlSy 
a  fourth  section  was  added  to  the  bill,  providing 
that  the  President  should  cao^  the  coUedora 
throughout  t-he  United  States  to  be  furniahed  with 
blank  passports  for  the  purpose  described  in  the 
third  section,  with  a  view  to  save  time  to  Indi- 
viduals desiring  to  procure  the  same. 

Mr.  Nelsoii,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  which  contem- 
plates a  repeal  of  the  embargo.  Being  opposed 
to  every  part  of  this  bill,  he  wished  to  recora  bis 
vote  against  every  section  of  it. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  with- 
out debate  and  decided  as  follows : 

Yx^fl— Messrs.  Bard  Bamett,  Caldwell,  CloptaB, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Eaile,  Franklin,  Hall,  HMdm^ 
J<^aon  of  Kentneky,  Lyle,  Maoen«  Ndeon,  Newton* 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Roane,  Strong,  Tronp,  Whitehiil,aiid 
Yancey— 22. 

Nats^— Messis.  ▲leounder,  Aiston,  AndeasoB,  A>> 
cher,  Bayhes  of  Maasaehnsetts,  Beall,  Bigalow,  Hiiimn^ 
Boyd,  Bradbuiy,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Browa,  CSal- 
houn,  Champion,  Chappel,  Cjllej,  Claik,  Comatoc^ 
Condiet,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawlord,  Creighton^ 
Cronch,  Colpc^er,  Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Duvall,  Elj,  Kppes,  Evans,  Fanow, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston, 
Geddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Goordin,  GriffiOf  Groe- 
Tcnor,  Grnndy,  Hale,  Harris,  Hasbronck,  Hawe^ 
Howell,  Humphreys,  Hnngerford,  Ingeraol^  Ingham, 
Inring,  Jackson  of  Rhode  IsUnd,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent  of  Maiyland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
bonm, King  of  Maasaehnsetts,  King  of  North  Garo* 
Una,  Law,  Lefets,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  MatUl, 
McKim,  MeLeaa,  MeflHt,  Montgomery,  Moore,  liooe- 
ley,  Mnrfree,  Oakley,  Peanon,  Pidiering.  Plekens, 
Pitkin,  Pleaaanis,  Peat,  Potter,  John  Read,  William 
Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennesaae,  Rsdi, 
Ridgely,Ringgold,Robeileon,RagglsB,  8evier,8egrlMi^ 
Shnrp,  aherwood,  Shipherd,  Bkinner,  Smith  of  New 
Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Penmyl* 
vania.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stnart,  Stnigea^ 
Taggart,  Tallmadge,  TannehilJ,  Taylor,  Tellair, 
Thompson,  T<Mei  Ward  of  Maasaehusetta,  Ward  ef 
New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilson  of  Masse- 
chusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wood,  and 
Wr]ght~126. 

So  the  House  refused  to  strike  out  the  aaid  fint 
section  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  engrossing  tJie 
bill  for  a  third  reading. 

A  debate  of  considerable  length  now  took  piece, 
an  abstract  of  which,  mainly,  can  only  be  eiven 
of  the  ground  occupied  by  the  respective  spenkeca. 

Mr.  Potter,  of  Rhode  Island,  said,  as  he  rep* 
resented  a  commercial  and  manufactorinff  Stntt^ 
and  intended  to  vote  against  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, he  felt  it  his  duty  to  assign  his  reasons 
for  so  doing.  He  said  if  the  motion  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland, (Mr.  McKim,^  to  strike 
out  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  containing  the 
repeal  of  the  non-importation  act,  had  prevailed 
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he  shoald  vote  for  the  residue  of  the  bill,  although 
he  considered  the  embargo  of  very  little  impor- 
tance to  this  countr)r  in  any  other  view  than  as 
it  respected  the  coasting  trade;  he  said  it  was  the 
British  blockade  and  the  war,  and  not  the  em- 
bargo, from  whence  most  of  our  difficulties  origi- 
nated. The  embalrgo  was  recommended  hy  the 
President  with  a  view  to  get  rid  of  the  blockade, 
by  compelling  the  British  ships  to  leave  our  coast. 
But,  Mr.  P.  said,  if  there  were  any  reasons  to  put 
it  on  last  Winter^  there  were  now  ten  times  as 
many  to  continue  it.  It  had  been  on  a  little  more 
than  three  months,  and  now  it  was  to  be  aban- 
doned upon  very  short  notice.  Why  it  was  put 
on.  or  why  taken  off,  we  are  left  to  conjecture. 
When  it  was  put  on,  the  British  ships  must  have 
had  plenty  of  provisions  to  last  them  until  this 
time;  it  relieved  their  ships  from  very  dangerous 
positions  on  their  blockaaing  stations  during  the 
raelement  season  of  the  year,  and  permitted  them 
to  retire  into  our  bays  and  rivers  to  spend  the 
Winter  in  safety  and  ease,  while  our  vessels  were 
safely  locked  up  by  the  embargo. 

Mr.  P.  said  the  only  time  that  our  vessels  could 
have  stood  much  chance  to  get  to  sea  was  in 
long  dark  nights,  and  stormy  tempestuous  wea- 
ther, when  the  British  ships  were  compelled  to 
leaye  their  stations ;  and  now  when  the  wintery 
storms  are  past,  and  the  weather  mild  and  pleas- 
ant; when  the  British  ships  can  take  their  sta- 
tions with  ease  and  safety  to  themselves ;  when 
their  provisions  are  exhausted,  and  a  large  fleet 
and  army  on  our  coast;  when  our  vessels  are 
completely  and  effsctuafly  blockaded,  and  the 
whole  nation  imprisoned  within  their  territory, 
unless  by  the  consent  of  the  English,  we  are  to 
take  this  embargo  off,  when  it  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  them,  and  very  little  to  us,  unless 
we  had  the  power  to  remove  the  blockade,  as  we 
eannot  go  from  one  State  to  another,  unless  by 
their  permission. 

.  Mr.  P.  said,  though  not  in  the  majority^  he 
eould  but  feel  an  interest  in  the  character  oJr  the 
nation.  What  would  the  people  think  of  such  in- 
stability in  the  Qovernment?  When  the  British 
blockade,  we  lay  an  embargo ;  when  they  refuse 
to  grant  licenses,  we  make  it  penal  to  receive 
them  ;  when  they  refuse  to  ransom  any  more  of 
our  vessels,  we  refuse  to  be  ransomed.  One  day 
we  talk  of  a  National  Bank,  the  next  about  taxes. 
We  are  continually  chan|^ing  from  one  expedient 
to  another^  like  a  man  in  pain,  changing  from 
one  side  of  his  bed  to  another  for  relt«,  without 
removing  the  pain ;  and  it  will  be  so  with  us, 
until  we  get  rid  of  the  ruinous  war  in  which  we 
are  engaged.  We  are  one  day  for  continuing  the 
i^trictive  system,  and  in  a  tew  days  it  is  to  be 
taken  off  by  almost  an  unanimous  vote.  The 
supporters  of  the  Administration  in  the  several 
States  have  a  very  hard  time  to  follow  their  lead- 
ers. By  the  time  expresses  are  sent  to  the  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  United  States  to  notifv  the  peo- 
ple that  an  embargo  is  laid,  and  the  bustle  and 
speculation  that  it  occasions  has  a  little  subsided, 
and  the  friends  of  the  Administration  have  exer- 
cised all  their  ingenuity  to  reconcile  themselves 


to  it,  and  have  satisfied  some  who  have  doubts  as 
to  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  and  the  Demo- 
cratic newspapers  begin  to  be  a  little  uniform  in 
their  reasons  why  it  was  put  on,  they  are  again 
surprised  with  information  that  their  favorite 
measure  is  abandoned.*  Their  ingenuity  is  again 
taxed  and  put  to  trial  to  find  reasons  lor  such  a 
sudden  change,  and  in  this  respect  their  task  is 
very  hard,  as  they  are  not  furnished  with  the 
reasons  that  majr  influence  the  Administration ; 
and  no  change  in  the  state  of  things  to  them 
known  would  warrant  such  versatility.  Mr.  P. 
said  he  was  looking  over  a  Kentucky  paper  a  few 
days  past,  and  he  saw  mentioned  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  this  place,  saying,  that  the  embargo 
was  worth  thirty  frigates ;  now,  the  same  person 
would  have  to  appease  them  by  sayiuff,  that  its 
repeal  will  be  worth  thirty  more.  Mr.  r.  said  he 
considered  the  embargo  of  but  little  importance^ 
in  the  present  situation  of  our  affairs^  as  long  as 
the  war  and  blockade  lasted.  His  objection  was 
to  the  repeal  of  the  non-importation  act,  the  sus* 
pension  of  which  he  opposed  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, when  recommended  by  Mr.  Gallatin  for  the 
same  purpose  for  which  it  is  now  to  be  repealed: 
at  which  time  a  majority  of  that  House  was  found 
to  reject  it;  but  we  are  now  told  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  if  the 
whole  restrictive  system  had  expired,  tnat  there 
was  not  ten  men  in  that  House  that  would  vote 
to  revive  it ;  or,  if  it  never  had  been  put  on,  that 
would  now  vote  for  it.  Mr.  P.  said  he  could 
answer  for  no  person  but  himself;  but  he  said  be 
believed  if  this  war  had  been  considered  expedi- 
ent by  the  nation  generally,  and  the  gentlemen 
on  one  side  had  not  been  so  long  opposed  and 
prejudiced  against  this  system,  from  its  having 
been  put  on,  in  the  first  place,  when  the  nation  was 
at  peace  and  its  commerce  flourishing,  and  the 
other  side  operated  upon  with  a  view  to  obtain 
revenue  to  continue  this  war,  having  the  terrors 
of  taxation  always  in  view,  that  ten  men  would 
not  be  found  in  that  House,  but  for  the  above 
reasons,  that  would  vote  to  repeal  the  non-impor- 
tation act  under  the  present  situation  and  circum- 
stances of  the  country. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  in  examining  the  President's 
Messase  of  last  Summer,  he  found  his  reasoning 
so  well  adapted  at  this  time  against  the  repeal  of 
the  non-importation  act,  that  he  should  take  the 
liberty  to  read  it,  in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 
"  There  being  sufficient  ground  to  infer  that  it  is 

*  the  purpose  of  the  enemy  to  combine  with  the 
'  blocxade  of  our  ports  special  licenses  to  neutral 
'  vessels,  or  to  British  vessels  in  neutral  disguises, 
'  wherebv  they  may  draw  from  our  country  the 
'  precise  Kind  and  quantity  of  exports  essential  to 
'  their  wants,  whilst  its  general  commerce  re- 
'  mains  obstructed,  keeping  in  view  also  the  in- 
'  sidious  discrimination  between  different  ports 
'  of  the  United  States:  and  as  such  a  system,  if 

*  not  counteracted,  will  have  the  efEect  of  dimin- 

*  ishing  very  materially  the  pressure  of  the  war 
<  on  the  enemy,  and  encouraging  a  perseverance 
^  in  it,  at  the  same  time  that  it  wal  leave  the  ffene* 

*  ral  commerce  of  the  United  States  under  aii  the 
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*  pressure  the  enemy  can  impose,  thus  subjecting 

*  the  i0vhole  to  British  regulation,  in  subserTJency 
'  to  monopoly."  For  the  above  reasons  the  Presi- 
dent recommended  an  embargo,  removable  when 
the  British  blockade  should  cease.  How  much 
more  forcibly  does  the  above  reasons  apply  against 
repealing  the  restrictive  system  generally,  as  the 
embargo  only  prevented  exports,  when  tnis  bill 
permits  exports  and  imports,  while  the  blockade 
is  not  only  continued,  but  is  to  be  more  rigorously 
enforced;  and  more  than  all,  the  consequences 
so  well  described  by  the  President  is  to  follow ! 
But,  Mr.  P.  said}  as  we  could  not  disturb  them 
much  by  restrictions  and  opposition,  we  were  now 
to  try  another  experiment  to  appease  them — by 
submission,  and  by  sacrificing  our  interest  to  theirs. 
But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calhoun)  says  that  great  changes  had  taken 
place  in  Europe,  and  that  nations, like  individuals, 
must  conform  to  circumstances.  What  a  great 
pity  it  is  that  gentlemen  had  not  made  that  dis- 
covery before ;  it  would  have  saved  much  blood 
and  treasure  to  the  United  States.  The  gentle- 
man says  he  was  always  in  favor  of  the  war  and 
against  restrictions,  and  but  for  the  war  we  should 
have  lost  all  our  European  and  carryingtrade. 
and  our  East  and  West  India  trade.  Mr.  P.  saia 
he  would  be  glad  to  be  informed  what  had  be- 
come of  it  all;  was  it  not  all  destroyed,  and  even 
our  coastinff  trade  with  it?  And  ir  we  had  pru- 
dently conformed  to  circumstances  before  the 
war,  of  choice,  we  could  have  enjoyed  all  the 
commerce  the  gentleman  has  so  well  described ; 
but  by  having  taken  the  honorable  stand  so  fre- 
jiuently  mentioned  in  this  war,  and  by  conform- 
ing to  circumstances  by  compulsion,  we  now  lose 
the  whole  trade  of  our  country,  and  cannot  enjoy 
any  of  the  neutral  trade  the  gentleman  thinks  so 
important  to  us,  unless  by  the  consent  of  the 
English,  any  more  than  if  they  were  permitted  to 
establisfi  their  custom-houses  within  our  terri- 
tory. But  If  this  system  is  now  to  be  given  up 
to  enjoy  the  trade  of  neutrals  only,  why  are  Brit- 
ish manufactures  admitted  ?  We  nave  been  told 
that  by  excluding  them  we  distressed  that  class 
of  people  in  England,  and  encouraged  ours  in  this 
oountry ;  it  cannot  be  that  we  are  now  to  admit 
them  to  appease  and  enrich  them,  and  to  ruin 
and  destroy  ours,  but  such  was  the  inevitable 
effect ;  they  certainly  deserve  a  better  fate.  But 
the  same  gentleman  says  this  war  yet  operates 
very  hard  upon  the  English,  that  it  costs  them 
much  more  than  it  does  us ;  if  it  costs  her  more 
she  is  able  to  pay  more.  But  Mr.  P.  said  the  ex- 
penses of  this  Government  exceeded  all  others, 
considering  what  they  had  done  for  their  money. 
He  said  he  had  heard  of  the  debt  of  Great  Britain 
ever  since  he  could  remember  anything,  and  that 
they  could  not  exist  under  it.  Notwithstanding 
all  those  predictions,  what  was  their  situation  at 
present  ?  an  undivided  control  of  the  seas,  and  as 
a  nation,  compared  with  all  others,  more  elevated 
than  at  any  former  period.  Let  us  now  examine 
the  situation  of  this  country.  Before  we  entered 
into  this  honorable  warfare  we  enjoyed  a  lucra- 
tive commerce,  while  other  nations  were  at  war ; 


we  were  then  as  a  nation  too  ptond  to  permit  one 
of  our  citizens  when  abroad  to  accept  of  a  British 
license  to  protect  him,  it  was  considered  a  crime; 
we  then  enjoyed  much  of  the  carrying  trade; 
our  canvass  whitened  everv  sea;  we  had  the 

Srivileffe  of  doing  our  own  business;  the  natioa 
erived  an  immense  revenue,  and  individnals 
great  profit.  What  wilt  be  our  situation,  aAer  be- 
ing in  war  short  of  two  years,  if  this  bill  passes, 
and  the  war  continues  ?  He  said  he  considered  it 
a  death  blow  to  the  shipping  interest  of  this 
country,  and  the  commencement  of  the  certain 
destruction  of  the  manufacturing  interesL  Tea 
give  all  our  commerce  to  the  Enelish;  it  will  be 
carried  on  with  their  money,  in  their  ships  onder 
neutral  flags;  we  must  purchase  her  mannfae- 
tures  of  her  at  her  own  price,  and  she  can  obtain 
the  raw  material  from  the  Southern  States,  and 
take  it  to  Great  Britain  and  manufacture  it,  and 
bring  it  back  to  this  country  and  sell  it  cheaper 
than  we  can  get  it  to  the  Eastern  States  and 
back  again;  she  can  take  it  bv  water  withont 
trouble ;  we  must  take  it  by  land,  or  ran  Immense 
risk.  In  that  country  labor  is  very  cheap;  in 
this  it  is  increased  by  the  war.  By  this  bill  yon 
give  to  Great  Britain  advantages  in  war  that  she 
would  not  enjoy  in  times  of  peace,  while  we  suf- 
fer all  the  evils  of  war.  Our  ships  are  rottia|^| 
and  useless;  they  can  neither  be  osed  by  theur 
present  owners,  or  sold  to  neutrals.  Tou  remove 
from  Great  Britain  every  inducement  to  make 
peace  with  us ;  she  takes  the  raw^  material  from 
the  South  in  her  ships,  in  disguise,  and  in  the 
same  manner  furnishes  them  with  ner  goods  in 
return.  This  furnishes  the  Southern  States  with 
a  good  market  for  their  produce,  and  with  such 
goods  as  they  want  in  return,  and  in  this  manner 
they  are  entirely  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  the 
war,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  little  consequence  to  them 
in  whose  ships  their  produce  is  taken  to  market^ 
or  who  manufactures  for  them,  provided  they  can 
sell  dear  and  buy  cheap. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  if  this  bill  passes,  and  wsir 
should  continue  for  any  great  length  of  time,  Che 
consequence  would  be,  that  Great  Britain  would, 
in  her  ships,  take  all  the  heavy  articles  out  of  this 
country  in  a  very  little  time  that  she  wanted| 
and  fill  this  country  with  her  manufactures.  The 
balance  of  trade  wilt  be  very  much  against  us; 
the  consequence  will  be,  she  will  soon  get  away 
all  our  money.  Make  as  many  laws,  with  as 
many  and  as  severe  penalties  as  you  please  to 
prohibit  it,  money  is  like  water,  it  will  find  its 
level,  it  will  go  where  it  is  worth  most,  and  you 
can  as  well  confine  the  one  as  the  ot^er;  and 
when  peace  takes  place,  if  out  vessels  shall  be 
worth  repairing,  they  will  have  very  liide  to  do. 
We  are  giving  to  Great  Britain  more  than  the 
most  extravagant  man  in  that  nation  would  have 
thought  of  asling.  Mr.  P.  said,  however  humili- 
ating it  must  be  to  us  as  a  nation,  that  we  bad 
sent  five  of  our  most  distinguished  citizens,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  to  treat  with  one  fioglsk- 
man,  on  a  subject  already  exhausted,  and  on 
which  very  little  more  can  be  said  or  written, 
and  with  which  almost  every  man  in  this  natioa 
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is  aequainted,  yet,  Mr.  P.  said,  he  believed  if  the 
President  woold  now  send  another,  with  power 
to  offer  to  the  British  Gh)7ernnieDt  the  state  of 
things  growing  oat  of  this  bill  for  fifteen  years, 
that  ihey  would  settle  an  annuity  upon  osof  fire 
millions  of  dollars.  This  bill  gives  them  all  our 
commerce — a  market  for  their  manufactures-— a 
trading  war,  with  the  privilege  of  quartering  upon 
us.  And  for  what  purpose  is  this  sacrifice  to  be 
made  ?  We  can  do  without  British  goods  during 
the  war.  When  a  nation  is  in  war  and  difficulty 
they  ought  to  be  prudent  and  economical;  they 
ought  to  sell  all  they  can  do  without,  and  do  with 
as  little  as  possible;  they  cannot  buy  anything 
sufficiently  cheap  that  they  do  not  want. 

Mr.  P.  said  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  com- 
prehend  this  sudden  change  in  our  affairs.  We 
are  now,  in  addition  to  all  the  disadvantages  on 
our  part,  and  advantages  to  the  English,  to  bum- 
ble ourselves  to  them,  and  ask  forgiveness  for  the 
past,  and  promise  to  do  better  in  future ;  and  al- 
thoa§[h  we  made  this  war  for  commerce  and  sail- 
ors' rights,  we  give  them  up  our  commerce,  while 
the  most  of  our  sailors  are  confined  in  their 
prison  ships ;  our  ports,  bays  and  rivers  are  block- 
aded ;  the  nation  imprisoned  within  its  own  ter- 
ritory, and  we  in  the  Capitol,  in  the  centre  of  the 
nation,  threatened  and  disturbed ;  and  we  are  to 
ask  them,  under  the  smoke  of  their  gons,  if  they 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  take  from  us  our 
prodace,  and  let  us  have  in  return  some  of  her 
manufactures,  in  such  manner  and  at  such  prices 
as  she  in  her  tender  mercy  may  see  fit.  And  for 
what  purpose  do  we  thus  humiliate  ourselves  to 
them,  and  make  this  sacrifice  ?  It  is  to  purchase 
goods  of  them  that  we  do  not  want,  and  can  do 
very  well  without,  in  order  to  raise  a  revenue 
from  the  people  in  an  indirect  way. 

Mr.  P.  said,  the  average  duties  on  British  goods, 
when  imported  in  our  own  ships,  was  about  22^ 
.per  cent. ;  to  which  add  10  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  that  duty,  if  imported  in  foreign  vessels,  will 
make  it  a  little  short  of  36  per  cent. ;  so  that,  in 
order  to  raise  eighteen  millions  of  dollars  (a  little 
more  than  one  year's  revenue  before  the  first 
embargo)  for  the  use  of  Government,  the  |)eople 
will  have  to  pay  the  British  nation  fifty  millions 
of  dollars  for  their  maoufhctures,  with  about  15 
per  cent,  for  freight  and  commission,  making 
seven  and  a  half  millions  more ;  making  in  the 
whole,  about  seventy-five  millions,  which  our 
people  have  to  pay  for  British  manufactures,  to 
enable  the  Government  to  get  eighteen  millions 
out  of  them  by  indirect  taxation.  This  operates 
as  an  indirect  tax  upon  the  whole  manufacturing 
and  shipping  interest  of  this  country,  and  serves 
to  enrich  the  English  nation,  in  the  same  propor- 
tion as  it  serves  to  unite  the  two  great  manfactur- 
ing  and  shipping  interests  of  that  nation.  And 
for  what  was  this  sacrifice  made,  but  from  an  ap- 
prehension that  it  will  not  do  to  tax  the  people, 
lor  fear  they  may  make  soma  scrutiny  into  the 
extravagance  and  wastefulness  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  P.  said  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
answer  would  be  gi?en  by  gentlemen,  when  they 
letomed  home,  and  were  aaked  why  an  embargo 


was  put  on  last  Winter— end  why  it  was  taken 
off  in  the  Spring?  They  would  be  told  that  the 
President  recommended  both  measures.  But  when 
they  should  be  asked  why  they  repealed  the  non* 
importation  act,  destroying  our  navigation  and 
agreeing  to  receive  British  manufactures,  to  the 
destruction  of  our  own<  that  they  had  pretended 
to  encourage? — this  will  be  a  little  more  diffi* 
cult  to  answer.  But  if  honest,  as  I  presume  they 
will  be,  in  answering  the  question,  they  will  say 
that  our  expenses  had  been  enormous,  our  money 
almost  exhausted,  and  our  credit  much  impaired, 
and  we  were  apprehensive  if  we  taxed  the  people 
any  more  they  would  not  like  it ;  and  if  anything 
near  our  wants,  tbev  could  not  pay  it ;  and  that 
they  had  adopted  tnis  meastire  to  get  money  at 
some  future  period,  in  hopes  that  it  will  give  us 
credit  to  borrow  for  the  present,  rather  than  dis- 
turb you  by  taxes.  They  will  be  told  by  the  peo- 
ple that  they  had  done  them  manifest  injustice; 
they  did  not  merit  such  treatment  from  them ; 
they  had  supported  them  at  the  elections,  and  had 
done  and  paid  everything  that  had  been  required 
of  them,  without  murmuring  or  complainins^— 
and  that  they  had  no  right  to  expect  but  they 
would  support  them  in  everything  necessary  to 
piosecute  the  war  to  its  termination,  without  de- 
pending upon  the  will  and  pleasnreof  the  enemy, 
lor  the  means  to  carry  it  on.  Mr.  P.  said,  if  we 
consider  this  bill,  as  it  is  really  intended,  to  aid 
our  revenue,  what  is  its  effects?  It  will  take 
six  months  to  aet  goods  from  England,  the  duties 
on  them  payable  in  eight,  ten,and  twelve  months; 
so  that  it  will  be  fourteen  months  before  the  first 
bonds  for  duties  will  be  payable.  Mr.  P.  said, 
to  those  gentlemen  who  view  this  as  a  finan- 
cial measure,  and  who  have  been  the  means  of 
placing  this  country  in  its  present  situation,  he 
would  ask  them  if  they  were  willing  to  return 
home,  and  depend  entirely  upon  the  magnanimi- 
ty of  the  enemy  for  the  means  of  maintaining  pub- 
lic credit  supporting  the  Government,  and  carry- 
ing on  tne  war?  This,  bill,  with  no  other  de- 
pendence, puts  it  entirely  in  their  power,  as  soon 
as  they  see  that  we  depend  upon  the  introduction 
of  her  manufactures  to  raise  a  revenue  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war,  to  prevent  their 
introduction,  and  those  of  all  other  nations,  by  a 
vigorous  blockade;  and  we  are  disappointed  in 
all  our  expectations  from  that  source.  Mr.  P. 
said,  if  they  permitted  importation,  and  continued 
the  war,  it  was  ruin  to  the  best  interests  of  this 
country^  Mr.  P.  said^  that  we  now  began  to  dis- 
cover what  many  nations  had  experienced  before 
us — that  we  could  not  contend  with  the  British 
naval  power,  and  we  may  as  well  conform  to  cir^ 
cumstances,  in  that  respect,  first  as  last.  Mr.  P. 
said,  it  seemed  as  though  we  had  just  found  out 
that  it  was  necessary,  not  only  to  have  fleets  and 
armies  to  cany  on  war,  but  that  money  was  of 
some  importance;  and  it  seemed  to  be  difficult  te 
procure  the  sum  wanted.  Mr.  P.  said  we  had 
everything  to  lose  and  nothing  to  gain  by  this 
war,  and  nothing  but  peace  would  relieve  us, 
which  he  hoped  would  soon  take  place,  when  we 
may  be  permitted  to  sail  in  our  own  ships  and 
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carry  our  own  produce  to  market,  and  bring  back 
what  we  may  want  in  return,  and  otherwise  man- 
age our  own  afiairs  in  our  own  way.  Mr.  P.  said 
he  was  aware  that  many  people  might  suppose 
he  was  interested  in  manufactures,  but  be  was 
not,  nor  did  he  wish  the  donble  duties  extended ; 
be  wished  them,  and  the  non-importation  act,  to 
expire  with  the  war. 

Mr.  P.  said,  as  he  took  the  liberty  to  oppose  and 
find  fault  with  this  measure,  he  would  point  out 
what,  in  his  opinion,  would  ne  a  better  coarse  for 
the  Administration  to  pursue,  to  answer  the  pur- 
poses they  seemed  to  hare  in  Tiew ;  but  he  sup- 
posed they  would  much  rather  have  his  opposi- 
tion than  his  advice.  Mr.  P.  said,  before  he  would 
pass  this  bill,  and  let  it  follow  our  Commissioners 
to  Gottenburg,  givinff  up  everything  we  had  sup- 

S«ed  would  have  had  any  operation  upon  the 
nglish  nation,  and  even  more  than  she  would 
think  of  asking;,  if  he  wished  not  only  to  support 
the  honor  and  interest  of  the  nation,  but  even  the 
present  party  in  power,  and  to  enable  them  to 
aaakean  honorable  peace,  or  to  continue  the  war, 
he  would  immediately  lay  taxes  aad  postpone  the 
collection  of  them  until  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
fress,  and  pledge  them  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
money  that  should  be  borrowed  this  year,  pro- 
Yided  the  war  continued  $  he  would  then  borrow 
all  the  money  wanted  for  the  service  of  this  year ; 
lie  would  then  make  a  sincere  exertion  to  make 
an  honorable  peace,  and  in  such  manner  as,  if  it 
failed,  he  should  be  able  to  demonstrate  to  the 
people  that  we  had  done  everything  that  ought 
Co  be  reouired  of  us  to  put  an  end  to  this  ruinous 
war.  It  we  should  have  peace  the  taxes  would 
not  be  wanted,  the  collection  of  them  could  be 
Buspended,  and  the  laws  repealed;  but  if  we  were 
obliged  to  continue  the  war,  we  should  hare  the 
money  to  carry  it  on,  and  the  people  would  thus 
pay  their  taxes  cheerfully  to  support  the  honor 
and  credit  of  the  country ;  and  those  who  have 
money,  under  such  a  state  of  things,  would  loan 
it  to  the  Qovernment. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  knew  very  well,  as  his  constitu- 
ents were  a  navigating  and  manufacturing  people, 
at  first  view  the  Mteage  of  the  President  would 
aeem  to  favor  their  interest,  and  it  would  have 
been  gratifying  to  him  if  he  could  have  so  con- 
sidered iu  To  those  concerned  in  navigation  the 
repeal  of  the  non-importation  act  was  held  out, 
the  repeal  of  which  would  be  of  very  little  ad- 
vantage to  them,  unless  we  could  have  peace  with 
It ;  which  would  then,  and  not  until  tben,  put  it 
in  the  power  of  those  concerned  in  commerce,  by 
their  enterprise  and  industry,  again  to  use  their 
own  capital  and  ships  to  transact  their  own  busi- 
ness, and  in  that  way  to  enrich  themselves  and 
the  nation,  by  employing  our  own  people  to  tran- 
Met  our  own  business,  rather  than  to  enrich  for- 
eiffners,  while  our  own  are  suffering  for  the  want 
of  their  usual  business.  To  those  concerned  in 
manufactures,  the  extension  of  double  duties  are 
held  out;  they  never  were  put  on  to  aid  them, 
nor  would  they  ever  be  extended  foe  their  benefit ; 
it  would  only  deceive  them— it  is  not  intended. 


in  favor  of  this  bill,  and  but  a  small  minority  op- 
posed to  it.  he  was  almost  led  to  doobt  the  cor- 
rectness of  his  vote ;  but  he  said  he  had  made  up 
his  mind,  from  the  best  consideration  he  had  been 
able  to  ^ive  the  subject,  and  that  he  could  not 
bring  bis  mind  to  vote  for  a  measure,  in  iiis 
opinion,  so  destructive  to  the  best  interests  of  his 
country^  so  humiliating  to  us  as  a  nation,  and  so 
submissive  and  gratifying  to  Qreat  Britain.  Mi. 
P.  said,  if  this  was  the  ust  vote  he  should  ever 

five,  and  that  he  should  be  alone  in  it,  he  should 
ave  the  consolation  of  having  acted  according 
to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  and  in  the  f«U  be- 
lief that  the  more  this  snbject  was  examined,  if 
the  war  continued,  the  more  the  majority  wonld 
doubt  the  correctness  of  the  vote  they  had  given 
on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tenneasee,  briefly  replied  to  Mr. 
PoTTBR,  in  a  strain  of  good  humored  retort. 

Mr.  Cloptoh,  of  Virginia,  in  a  decided  mad 
impressive  manner,  deriving  additional  interesC 
from  the  debility  with  which  a  tedious  illness  haa 
afflicted  him,  and  under  which  he  yet  labors,  ve- 
hemently  opposed  the  bill,  contending  tbat  to  pass 
it  would  be  to  react  the  farce,  as  he  termed  it,  of 
the  repeal  of  the  first  embargo ;  that  it  would 
protract  the  war  forty  years,  and  degrade  the 
character  of  the  nation  for  firmness,  energy,  aad 
consistency. 

Mr.  Sbipbbbp,  of  New  York,  soppoited  the 
bill  on  the  ground  of  his  general  detestation  of 
the  restrictive  system ;  and  coogratidfttina  the 
Hon^e  and  the  nation  on  the  eSect  whiim  he 
hoped  this  measure  would  have  to  bUint  the  as- 
perities of  party,  and  unite  the  eomitry,  dbe. 

When  Mr.  S.  concluded — 

The  question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en* 
grossed  and  read  a  third  time,  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative— -yeas  115,  nays  38,  as  follows: 

TiAS — ^Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Areher,  Bsylies 
of  Mssssehnsetts,  Betll,  Bigelow,  Blown,  Boyd,  Brad- 
bniy,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Gaperton,  Cal- 
houn, Champion,  Chaf^l,  Cilky,  Clark,  Comaleefc, 
Condiet,  Cotxgvtt  Cox,  Creighton,  Cion^  Ciii(pemr, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Penasyhraniay  Dnvafl,  Ely,  Bp- 
pes,  Bvans,  Faiiow,  Findley,  Fiak  of  New  Tork,  Fotw 
ney,  Forsyth*  Gaston,  Geddes,  GhoiaoB,  Qeodwyn, 
Grourdin,  Orosvenor»Gnindy,  Hale,  Harris,  Hnbioiick, 
Howell,  Humphreys,  Hungeribrd,  JngersoU,  Irving, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  IsUnd,  Kennedy,  Keat  of  Now 
York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law, 
Lefierts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  Miller, 
Moffitt^  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Poet,  John 
Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ricky 
Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rnggles,  Sevier,  8ey- 
bert,  Sharp,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanlbrd,  Stuart, 
Starges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Taykr,  Tellair,  Thonp- 
aon,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wad  of 
New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Waaon  9k 
MaasachnsatU,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

NATS^-Messrs.  Alexander,  Bard,  Bamett,  Bnthr, 
Caldwell,  Clopton,  Conard,  Crawford,  DenogreHea,  Bs- 


r*     «       '\  ««?««» c  iuviu^iv  IB  uui  luicaara.       uaidweii,  uiopion,  uonard,  Urawfbrd,  IMnogreliea, IPs- 
Mr.  P.  said,  when  he  saw  his  friends  nearly  all  I  sim,  Eartst  Franklin»  Griffin^  Hall,  Hawea,  Hawk»B» 
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iigliiin,  JoluMOn  of  K6Bt«eky»  Lyl6»  Mftoon,  MeKim, 
McLean,  Moore,  Morfree,  Neleoa»  Newtos,  Ormiby, 
Parker,  Potter,  WMliaiii  Reed,  Roane,  Strong,  Tan- 
nehill,  Troap,  Wfaitoliill,  Wilion  of  Pennnyhrania, 
Wood,  and  Yaneej. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

On  the  qneetioD  when  it  sboald  be  read  a  third 
time,  some  cooTersation  took  plaee.  Mr.  Cal- 
90UH  advocated  this  day,  and  Messrs.  Nbwtoh 
and  W&iOBT,  to-morrow. 

The  House  determined  it  shonid  be  read  a 
third  time  to-day. 

The  engrossed  bill  was  then  accordingly  read 
«  third  time,  and  the  question  stated,  *'  Shall  the 
biilDassr 

Air.  Hall,  of  Ckor gia,  stated  the  reasons  why 
be  should  vote  against  the  bill.  He  believed  its 
real  object  to  be,  notwithstanding  what  was  avow- 
ed, to  raise  money  for  the  service  of  the  Ctovero* 
nent.  He  did  not  think  this  would  be  a  proper 
or  beneficial  mode  of  doing  it ;  and  sach  was  the 
system  now  porsued,  that  nothing  but  the  inter- 
position of  rrovideace  in  produetag  a  speedy 
peace  eould  save  the  nation  from  disgrace. 

Mr*  Wriqbt,  of  Maryland,  stated  the  reasons 
why  he  should  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill,  which 
were  substantially  the  same  as  those  assigned  by 
Mr.  Calhoun  yesterday,  vis :  the  late  chaage  in 
those  circumstances  which  rendered  the  restric- 
tive system  an  efficient  weapon  of  war.  He 
hoped  the  time  now  approacbed  when,  as  in  the 
days  of  the  Revolution,  all  parties  would  rally 
round  the  standard  of  the  country,  and  support 
the  Grovernment  in  the  proseeution  of  the  war. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  neg- 
aUved.     ' 

Mr.  NnwTOM  next  took  the  floor,  and  in  a  neat 
and  forciUe  speech  of  half  an  hour,  spread  before 
the  House  the  reasons,  founded  on  the  utility  of 
the  restrictive  system  as  a  war  measure,  and  the 
necessity  of  stability  la  the  measures  of  Govern- 
ment, which^indoeed  him  to  vote  agaiast  the  bill. 
The  eauAes  which  produced  the  embargo  he  con- 
ceived to  operate  imperiously  at  this  moment, 
wh^n  the  campaign  in  the  North  was  about  opeo- 
ing,  and  our  supplies,  which  would  certainly  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  would  be  more  use- 
ful to  him  than  at  any  moment. 

When  Mr.  Nbwtoh  concluded,  the  qtiestion  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill  was  decided  as  follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Aroher,  Baylies  of 
Msarachusstts,  Beall,  Bigelow,  Bowen,  Boyd,  Bradboiy , 
^oGkenridge,  Brigfaaa,  Brown,  Capertoa,  Calbenn, 
Champion,  ChapiMll,  Cilley ,  Clark,  Comstodc,  Gondict, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Creigliton,  Onnush,  Calpepsr,  Cuthbert, 
Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  I/ovall,  Bly,  Bp- 
pes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York, 


Forney,  Fonyth,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Grosrenor,  Hale,  Harris,  Hssbrouck,  Howell, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Irving,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  bland,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kennedv,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
boum.  King  ofMassachnsetts,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Law,  LefFerts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  Mil- 
ler, Moffit,  Montgomery,  Moeeley,  Oakley,  Pearson, 
Pickering,  Pickens,  P^  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Post, 
hkat  Beed,  Bee  of  Pennsylvania,  Bhea  of  Tennemee, 


Bich,  Bidgely,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Buggies,  Sevier, 
Beybert,  Sharp,  Bheffej,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  New  Hampsh^e,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smidi 
of  Vbginia,  Stanford,  Stnart,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Tatt- 
madgs,  Taylor,  Telfidr,  Thompson,  U^e,  Vose, 
Wsrd  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  ef  New  Jersey,  Whea- 
ton.  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  MsssachosetU,  WmCer, 
andWrighi--116. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Baid,  Bamett,  Batler, 
Caldwell,  Clopton,  Cooard,  Crawford,  DenoyeUes,  De- 
sha, Barle,  Franklin,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  ^gham, 
Irwin,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lyle,  Macon,  McKimt 
McLean,  Moore,  Mnrfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Potter,  William  Reed,  Roane,  Strong,  Tanne- 
hfll,  Troub,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Yancey— 37. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  to  repeal 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,'  and  so  much,  of  any  acts  as  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu&cture, 
of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any  of  the  col- 
onies or  dependencies,  or  of  any  place  or  country 
in  the  actual  possession  of  Great  Britain,  and  for 
other  purposes." 


Friday,  April  8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gnirif  dt,  the  committee  ap- 

Kinted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estao- 
hing  a  National  Bank,  were  discharged  fVom 
the  further  consideration  of  that  subject. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  *^  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana  and  Terntorr  of  Missouri,"  were  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertstoit,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  was  required 
to  procure,  for  the  use  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  all  such  maps,  plats,  and  snrveyrs, 
as,  in  his  opinioo,  may  aid  the  said  committee  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gvess. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jaokson's  motion  to  amend  the  bill 
by  substituting  the  first  Monday  of  November  for 
toe  third  Monday  in  October,  being  still  under 
coastderation,  he  modified  said  motion  so  as  to 
substitute  the  last  Monday  of  October  thereof. 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  the  House, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  "•  to  define  more  explicitiy  the  duties  of  the 
Judges  of  the  General  Court  of  the  Territory  of 
Illinois  and  Indiana ;"  and  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  Judiciary  Committee  thereto  were 
disagreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  after  con- 
siderable debate,  in  which  Mr.  JeNNiNGS  sup- 
ported and  Mr.  Eppbs  principally  opposed  the 
bid,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative ;  so  the  bill 
rejected. 
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Op  motion  of  Mr.  Plba8ant8,  of  VirgiBta^  the 
Speaker  of  this  Houae  was  instructed  to  intorm 
the  Executive  of  Virginia  of  the  death  of  Johm 
Dawson,  one  of  the  Representatives  of  said  State. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolution  submitted 
bf  Mr.  Wrioht,  of  Maryland,  the  day  before 
yesterday,  viz:  *^Tbat  no  amendment  by  way  of 
lider  be  hereafter  received  to  a  bill  on  its  third 
reading ;"  and,  after  some  explanations  from  Mr. 
W.  on  the  eround  of  unifortnity  in  the  prbceed- 
ings  of  the  House,  the  motion  was  agreed  to  by  a 
laree  majority. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  P.  Wil- 
liamson and  Thomas  Rice;  and  the  engrossed 
bill  for  the  relief  of  B.  W.  Crown insbield,  were 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  eoffrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
*^Aq  act  for  ascertaining  titles  to  lands  ia  that 
part  of  Louisiana  which  lies  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Island  of  New  Orleans ;"  and  the  en- 
grossed bill  supplementary  to  an  act  ^  to  provide 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  militia  disabled 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  were  also 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Cahoone  and 
others,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed ;  as  also 
was  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Cutler. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  collection, 

E reservation  and  exhibition  of  such  standards  as 
ave  been  or  may  hereafter  be  taken  by  the  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  States  from  their  enemies, 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress  (last  Monday  in  October 
next)  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  extending  relief  to  certain  purchasers 
of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  subdivision  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  passed  through  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  more  effective  protection  of 
the  Northwestern  frontier,  by  granting  donations 
of  land  to  actual  settlers,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  where  it  was  amended  and 
reported  to  the  House.  But  the  House  refused 
to  proceed  to  consider  the  report. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^'  to  incorpo- 
rate a  company  for  tne  purpose  of  supplying 
Georgetown  with  water  r  also,  a  bill  ^*  author- 
izing the  appointment  of,  certain  officers  for  the 
flotilla  service ;''  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

CONTROVERSIES  BETWEEN  STATES. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  to  prescribe 
the  mode  of  prosecuting  and  deciding  controver- 
sies between  two  or  more  States,  being  called  up 
by  Mr.  Desha  of  Kentucky,  ^ 

Mr.  Gbolson,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the 
order  of  the  day  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  of  Kentucky^  opposed  the 
postponement,  and  read  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 


gtslatore  of  Kentucky,  reqaesting  chat  sach  a  lav 
may  be  passed. 

A  warm  debate  took  place  thereon,  which  o^ 
en  pied  the  House  till  4  o'clock  ;  in  the  course  of 
which  (he  motion  for  postponement  was  support- 
ed by  Mr.  Qholsoii,  Mr.  Mumpbrbys,  Mr.  Gruh- 
DY,  Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Alston  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Mr.  Wri«bt  of  Md. — and  warm- 
ly opposed  by  Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.MoNTooMSRY, 
Mr.  Desba,  and  Mr.  Sbarp  of  Kentucky,  and 
by  Mr.  Jackson  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Farrow 
of  South  Carolina. 

It  appeared,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  that 
the  necessity  which  had  produced  the  memorial  of 
Kentucky,  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  the  intro- 
duction of  the  bill  before  the  Honse^  arose  from 
the  existence  of  a  controversy  between  the  States 
of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  in  relation  to  the 
boundary  line,  which  dispute  had  commenced 
between  the  mother  States  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina  before  the  birth  of  the  two  first  named 
States,  and  which  it  appears  the  two  States  can- 
not accommodate ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  settle- 
ment of  which  becomes  ever^  day  less  practical* 
ble.  from  the  lapse  of  time,  irritation  by  repeated 
collision,  and  the  increased  yalue  of  the  land 
which  is  ia  dispute,  having  been  granted  to  di^ 
ferent  individuals  at  the  same  time  by  both 
States. 

The  discussion  was  not  confined  to  the  abstract 
expediency  of  legislating  on  the  subject  of  the 
bill,  but  more  or  less  connected  itself  with  the 
merit  of  the  conflicting  claims  of  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky  to  the  land,  the  titles  to  which  are 
jeopardized  and  unsettled  in  consequence  of  this 
dispute.  An  opinion  was  expressed  by  the  mem- 
bers of  Tennessee  that  the  question  may  be  ami- 
cably settled,  without  the  intervention  of  sack 
a  law. 

On  the  question  there  were  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement 56,  against  it  27. 

A  quorum  not  being  present,  of  course  the 
question  could  not  be  deciaed  on.  And  the  House 
adjourned. 


Saturoay,  April  9* 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  the  agreement  of  that  com- 
mittee to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  "  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri.'' The  amendments  were  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  Bppbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  laying 
duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  and  tor  other 
purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  nexL 

Mr.  Bpp£S,  also,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  George  Hamilton,  which  was  read  twice^ 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppbs,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  discharged  from  the  far- 
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tker  coDsideratioa  of  the  seTeral  petitions  which 
have  been  presented  to  this  House,  daring  the 
present  session,  and  referred  to  them,  from  sundry^ 
inhabitants  of  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, and  New  York,  who  are  non-resident 
proprietors  of  land  and  houses  in  the  State  of 
Ohio ;  and  the  said  petitions  were  iaid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Fish,  of  New  York,  from  the  select  com* 
mittee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  manner  of 
making  contracts  for  supplying  the  Armv  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  what  extent  general  officers 
have  interfered  in  such  contracts  prejudicial  to 
the  public  interest,  and  to  rights  ot  individuals, 
made  a  report ;  wnich  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
accompanied  with  sundry  statements  prepared 
in  obedience  to  an  act  establishing  a  Mint  and 
regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States ;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^^authorizing  the 
appointment  of  certain  officers  for  the  flotilla  ser- 
vice," was  read  twice^  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^*  to  incorporate  a 
company  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  George- 
town with  water^"  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Qeneral 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  therein  men- 
tioned >''  and  the  said  amendment  being  again 
read,  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  extend  relief  to  certain 
purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  subdivision 
of  the  quarter  sections  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  for  making  an  allowance  to  the 
person  employed  to  superintend  the  post  office  of 
this  House,  was  again  taken  up  \  ana  two  dollars 
per  day  having  been  fixed  upon  as  the  compensa- 
tion, the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  viz :  the  bill  pre- 
scribing the  mode  of  commencing  and  prosecuting 
and  deciding  controversies  between  two  or  more 
States;  and  Mr.  Humphrbts,  of  Tennessee,  hav- 
ing withdrawn  his  motion  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  thereof  indefinitely,  the  question 
was  taken  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State,  du- 
ring the  continuance  of  the  present  war,  to  make 
an  additional  allowance  to  the  owners  and  mas- 
ters of  vesels  for  bringing  back  to  the  United 
States  destitute  and  distrened  American  seamen, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Wholej  and 
waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readmg. 

The  billfor  the  relidf  of  AugustitMcKinney  and 


Laysel  Bancroft,  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and,  after  being  amended,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  Tappan,  John 
Frothiogham,  and  Ithamar  Eaton,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  after  an  unsuc- 
cessful motion  by  Mr.  Bppeb  to  postpone  the  same 
indefinitely^,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Seoat  insist  on  their  amendment  to  the 
bill  ^  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
therein  mentioned."  and  ask  a  conference  on  the 
subject-matter  of  tne  said  amendment.  The  Sen- 
ate have  concurred  in  the  resolution  sent  from  this 
House,  to  fix  the  time  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  with  amendments. 
The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  fixing  the  salary 
of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  allowing  a  sum  for  the  employment  of  addi*- 
tional  clerks  in  his  office,  for  the  year  1814,  and 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  assistant  district 
paymasters;"  in  which  bill  and  amendments  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Cntts,  which  excited  much  debate,  on  account  of 
the  principle  involved  in  it.  And  the  Commit- 
tee having  risen  without  deciding  on  it,  the  re- 
port was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sbybert,  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  House  took  up  the  message  from  the  Sen- 
ate announcing  their  agreement  to  adjourn  on 
Monday  the  18th  instant. 

Mr.  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  substitute 
the  14th  for  the  18th  instant,  which  motion  was 
negatived. 

And  the  decision  of  the  Senate  in  this  respect 
was  concurred  in. 

REVISION  OP  THE  REVENUE  LAWS. 

Mr.  MoKiM  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
manufacturers  in  the  city  and  neighborhood  of 
Baltimore,  praying  that  the  revenue  laws  may 
be  amended  so  as  to  ascertain,  with  greater  cer- 
tainty, the  amount  of  duties  payable  on  impor- 
tations of  goods;  and)  that  the  importation  of 
cotton  goods,  from  ports  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Iiope,  may  be  prohibited. 

The  petition  is  as  follows : 

To  the  honorable,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  your  petitioners,  mano&cturers  of 
the  city  and  neighborhood  of  Baltimore,  and  others, 
who  feel  interested  in  the  promotion  of  domestic 
manufactores,  respectfolly  represent : 
That  thej  have  long  understood,  it  is  the  opinion 
of  many  mcorehants  engaged  in  the  importation  of  for- 
eign mannfactared  merchandise,  that  the  mode  at 
present  used  to  ascertain  the  duties  thereon  is,  in 
many  respects,  very  defective,  not  calculated  either  to 
protect  the  interests  of  the  United  States  in  a  full  receipt 
of  revenue,  or  the  honest  importer  from  tiie  practices 
of  the  frandolent  one,  and  that  some  amendment  to 
tibie  present  coileetion  Uw  is  absolntely  necessaiy. 
They  axe  now  under  the  impressiODi  that  a  Uw  wiU 
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MMm  be  ptMied,  whieh  will  hmw  the  eflect  to  prodvee 
em  entire  chenge  in  the  nsaal  manner  of  intfodnciiig 
•nch  m&nn&ctures,  at  least  thoee  which  are  of  Britidi 
origin,  through  the  medium  of  neatrak,  and,  therefore, 
it  is  more  denrable  than  otot,  that  eocsh  an  amend- 
ment should  be  made  without  delay,  because,  if  this 
Uw  should  pass,  an  immense  importatien  of  goods 
will  no  doubt  take  place  in  the  ooune  of  a  few  weeks, 
and  if  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  collection  law 
should  not  be  made  previous  thereto,  tibe  United  States 
will  no  doubt  sufier  a  great  losi  of  revenue,  and  an 
injury  proportional  thereto  will  be  done  to  domestic 
manufactures.  It  is  of  little  moment  to  the  importer 
what  is  the  rate  of  duty  which  he  has  to  pay,  because 
he  slways  calculates  on  its  reimbursement;  but  it  is 
of  vital  importance  to  him,  and  to  the  security  of  the 
revenue,  that  the  same  du^  is  paid  on  the  same  kind 
and  quality  of  goods  by  every  importer  in  the  United 
States.  To  endeavor  to  obtain  such  an  amendment 
to  the  jiresent  ooflection  law  as  will  have  this  effect,  is 
tfafS  principal  object  of  this  petition,  and  your  petition* 
eis  are  the  more  solicitous  for  it  from  a  full  belief,  that 
while  it  will  protect  the  interests  of  the  fair  trader, 
and  increase  the  revenue,  it  will  also  su^wrtthe  man* 
viaotorics  already  establidied  in  the  United  States  and 
forward  and  encourage  the  erection  of  many  othem 
now  in  contemplation. 

Tour  petitioners  further  represent,  that  they  believe 
a  prohibtion  of  the  importation  of  cotton  goods  the 
manufacture  of  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  would  very  materially  tend  to  ben^t  the  agri- 
cultural interest  of  the  country,  by  creating  a  constant 
and  steady  demand  for  raw  cotton,  and  that,  while  it 
would  encourage  the  manufacture  of  coarse  cotton 
ftbrics,  it  would  serve  as  an  important  check  to  the 
exportation  of  specie. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  that  an  act  or  acts  may 
he  passed  fbr  the  purposes  stated,  or  that  such  odier 
talief  may  be  granted  in  the  premises  as  to  bath  Houses 
of  Congress  may  appear  to  be  right,  and  your  peti- 
tiMMrs,  as  in  duty  bonnd,  diall  ever  pray,  dw» 

Signed  by  the  subscribers,  a  oonunittea  appmntad 
fbr  thispuiposi^  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  Merchants' 
Coffee  House,  in  Baltimore,  the  6th  day  of  April,  1814. 

JOHN  HILLBN, 
WM.  PATTERSON, 
SAMUEL  HARDEN, 
ROBERT  McKIM, 
JOHN  GILL, 
NATHAN  LEVERING, 
EDWARD  GRAY. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Comtnittee  of 
Commerce  and  Manafactures. 


MowDAT,  April  11. 

The  bQI  from  the  Senate,  *'  fixing  the  salary  of 
the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
■ad  allowing  a  sum  for  the  employment  of  addi- 
tional clerks  in  his  office,  for  the  year  1814,  and 
providing  for  th«  appointment  of  aasistaat  district 
pnymaaters,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Comnittee  on  Miliury  AffaiBs. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  nrnsMe 
fffoin  the  Benaie,  asking  a  eoafertnce  upoa  the 
aubjeet-oiatter  of  the  amendments  depending'  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  to  the  bill  *'deolarinff  the 
assent  of  Coagrcss  to  an  aet  of  the  General  As- 


sembly of  the  State  of  Tenneesee,  therein  men- 
tioned:" Wherenpon, 

Remdted,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  eon* 
ference  asked  bjr  the  Senate,  and  that  Mr.  GBuinrr, 
Mr.  Eppbs,  ana  Mr.  TELFAin.  be  the  managers  at 
the  same  on  their  part. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  rais- 
ing the  floor  and  completing  the  House  of  Rep> 
resentatives'  Chamber  for  the  accommodation  and 
health  of  the  members.  Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Seer- 
FIT,  Mr.  Pitkin,  Mr.  Forsttb,  and  Mr.  Sbarf. 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideratioB  of  the 
bill  *' authorizing  the  payment  for  property  cap- 
tured or  destroyed  whilst  in  the  public  senrice 
bj  the  enemy  of  the  United  States;"  and  the 
bill  was^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York, 
recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  rdief  of  Augoscns 
McKinoey  and  Laysel  Bancroft,  and  the  engros- 
sed bill,  **  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State,  to* 

*  ring  the  present  war,  to  make  an  addition^,  ml- 
'  lowanee  to  the  owners  and  masters  of  ressels  for 

*  bringing  back  to  the  United  States  destitute  and 
'  distressed  American  seamen,"  were  each  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ''to  incorporate  a 
company  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  Qemge* 
town  with  water**  was  read  three  times,  slightly 
amended,  and  finally  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni« 
ted  States  to  cause  certain  parts  of  the  coast  of 
the  United  States  to  be  surreyed,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  amended,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  **  granting  pensions  to  officers  and  sea- 
men serring  on  board  of  rerenue  cutters  in  cer- 
tain cases,'' was  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossod  fbr 
a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  quieting  and  adjusting  claims  to 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  passed  though 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  amended,  and 
then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McCot,  of  Yirginia,  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  in- 
definitehr. 

The  Dill  concerning  certificates  of  claims  to 
lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


TuBBD^T,  April  12. 

Mr.  MuRPRBE,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  as 
act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  passed  on  the  13th  day  (tf 
December,  1804.  establishing  the  fees  of  the  har- 
bor master  and  Bealth  ofilcer  of  the  ports  of  8a* 
rannah  and  St.  Mary's  in  Georgia.-^Twtce  read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  LowNBBs,  fVem  the  Committee  on  ffaral 
Afialrs,  repotted  the  bill  from  the  Beimte,^u- 
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themiwig  an  wijfmtfauuloB  of  tb«  onrioe  eor^ 
tnd  for  other  purposes,"  without  ameadioetit; 
ttud  the  bill  wiis  commiafid  to  a  Gommittee  of 
the  whole  House  tO'inorrow, 

Mr.  LiowHDits  ako  wponed  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  "  authoriziDje  the  appointmeot  of  oertaiu 
officers  fpr  the  floiiTla  service ;"  aod  the  bill  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  vrhole  House 
last  mentiotked. 

Bfr.  LowRDEB  also  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  purchase  of  the  Tessels  captured  on  Lake 
Erie;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  fixing 
the  salary  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  and  allowing  a  stun  for  the  em- 
ployitteat  of  additienal  clerks  in  his  office,  for 
the  year  1814,  and  proriding  for  the  appointment 
of 'aaaistant  district  paymasters,"  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  CknuiiDT,  from  the  managera  appointed  by 
tUs  House,  to  oonier  with  the  maoagers  ap- 
poiMed  by  the  Senate,  on  the  subject-'matter  of 
the  disagreeing  Totes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
bill  "  deelariiig  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act 
of  the  G^eral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, therein  mentioned,"  made  a  report  there- 
on; which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Ab  engrossed  bill  authorizing  the  Presideat  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  certain  parts  of  the 
coast  of  the  United  States  to  be  surveyed  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  eogrossed  bill  granting  pensions  to  officers 
and  seannen  serving  on  board  of  revenue  cutters, 
ia  certain  eases,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

An  eii|prossed  bill  eoneeming  certificates  of 
ooafirmaftoa  of  claims  to  lands  in  the  State  of 
Lonisiaiia  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  bill  aathoriziog  the  F^sident  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
embargo,  fo  allow  the  transportation,  by  water, 
of  lime  fffon^  Thoaiastown  and  Hampden,  in  the 
District  of  Maine,  to  Portsmoath,  in  New  Hamp* 
shire,  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  rssolved  itsdf  into  a  Committee  of 
ike  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorise  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  aeeept  the  servtoe  of 
suoh  volunteers  as  shall  organize  themselves  for 
the  public  service. 

Mr«  Taoup  ezf^aiaed  the  object  of  the  bill, 
which  appears  to  have  been  prraicafed  oa  a  let* 
ter  freia  the  Secvetary  of  War,  suggesting  the 
propcietf  of  ^iviag  such  an  authority  to  the 
Gtoveimaeat,  in  consequence  of  certain  offers  of 
service  made  by  eorps  of  this  description  from 
more  than  one  section  of  the  country.  No  ob- 
jection being  made  to  the  bill,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill ;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Nelbom,  of  Virginia,  called  op  the  bill  lot 
making  sood  the  land  promised  bv  Virginia  in 
the  Revolutioiiary  war,  which  the  Hoase  refused 


to  take  up  by  the  following  vote:  For  taking  it 
up  42,  against  it  52. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of 
David  Porter,  officers,  snd  crew,  (for  seizing  and 
prosecuting,  at  his  own  cost  and  risk,  certain  vrs* 
sels,  smugglers  or  pirates,  at  New  Orleans,  some 
years  ago,)  was  called  up  by  Mr.  Robertson,  of 
Louisiana,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  was 
accordingly  resd  a  third  time,  and  finaflypassed. 

The  bill  authorizing  two  lotteries  in  George* 
town,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  having  been 
called  up  by  Mr.  Lewis,  the  House  refused  to 
take  it  up.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole  were 
then  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill,  which  is  now  immediately  before  the 
House. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
to  continue  in  force  an  act  declaring  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  two  acts  of  the  Legislatures  of  Qeor* 
gia  and  Maryland.  [These  acts,  to  which  the 
asssnt  of  Congress  is  proposed  to  be  renewed, 
impose  certain  port  duties  on  tonnage,  applicable 
to  the  improvement  of  ports  in  said  States.] 

To  this  bill  considerable  opposition  was  made 
by  Mr.  Davenport  and  Mr.  TAJULMADaB,  of  Con* 
neeticut,  and  Mr.  RsEn  and  Mr.  KiNO^f  Mas* 
sachusetts^  to  which  Messrs.  McKim  and  WaioaT, 
of  Maryland,  and  Troup,  Cuthbert,  and  Hall^ 
of  Georgia,  replied.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  bv  the  following 
vote :  For  the  bill  56,  against  it  44w 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  McCaJl 
(on  motion  of  Mr.  Setbbrt,  of  Pennsvlvania,} 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbappeli^  of  South  Caro- 
lina, the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Brevard 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time«  and  was  ac- 
cordingly read  a  third  time,  and  finally  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  the  bill 
to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  passed  through  a  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  reported  to  the 
House.  On  the  question  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time,  there  were  for  the  third  reading  38, 
against  it  43. 

A  quorum  not  having  voted  on  the  first  count, 
before  the  second  count  was  had,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  to  lay  the  billon 
the  table,  aod  agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Manii* 
factucing  Company  of  the  town  of  Alexandria, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
eogra^ised  for  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '^  to  repeal 
the  act,  entitled  *An  act  laying  an  embargo  on 
all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States,  and  so  much  of  any  act  or 
acts  as  prohibit  the  ioiportatioo  of  goods, 
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and  mercbftodise,  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  man- 
ufacture, of  Qreat  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any 
of  the  colonies  or  dependencies  thereof,  or  of  any 
place  or  country  in  the  actual  possession  of  Qreat 
Britain,  and  for  other  purposes,''  with  amend- 
ments; in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.  The  Senate  hare  so  far  receded 
from  their  amendment  to  the  bill  '^  declaring  the 
assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Qeneral  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  therein  men- 
tioned," as  to  accept  of  the  modification  proposed 
by  the  committee  of  conference,  and  they  have 
modified  the  bill  accordingly.  The  Senate  hare 
also  passed  a  bill  **  for  the  relief  of  Israel  Thorn- 
dike  ;"  in  which  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  informing  this  House  of  their 
agreement  to  the  modification  proposed  by  the 
joint  committee  of  conference,  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
to  the  bill  *^  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  therein  mentioned ;"  and  the  report  of 
the  same  beinir  read :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  so  far  recede 
from  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  (he  said  bill  as  to  accept  of  the 
modification  proposed  by  the  joint  committee  of 
conference. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  ^  for  the  relief  of 
Israel  Thorndike,"  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. 

EXCISE  ON  LIQUORS. 

^  The  bill  to  change  the  tax  on  domestic  dis- 
tilled liquors  from  the  capacity  of  the  still  to  the 
quantity  distilled,  having  been  called  up,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, in  pursuance  of  a  decision  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  subsequent  to  the  bill's 
being  reported,  to  postpone  the  further  consider- 
ation of  this  order  of  the  day  indefinitely  ',  which 
motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  Mr.  GauH- 
OY  and  Mr,  Huhpbrbys.  of  Tennessee,  Mr. 
Crsiqbtoh,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  principally  on  the  ground  of  the  lateness 
of  the  session,  and  the  propriety  of  ascertaining 
more  accurately  the  operation  of  the  present  sys- 
tem before  it  should  be  changed ;  and  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  McKim,  of  Maryland. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote 
by  yeas  and  nays.  For  the  postponement  61, 
against  it  59,  as  roUows : 

Teas — Messrs-Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bard, 
Basil,  Bo  wen,  Brown,  Butler,  Csperton,  Cslhoun, 
Chsppell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Cnlpeper,  Davis  of  Pennsylvsnia, 
Desha,  Duvall,  Findley,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Griffin,  Grun- 
dy, Hanson,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Humphreys^  Ingersoll, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
bonrn,  Law,  Lefierts,  Lewis,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Ormsby,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pickens,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  PennsylTania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Boane,  6«ms,  8haip»  Shafiey,  Stanlbtd, 


TanndttU,  Thompson,  Udrse,  and  Wflson  of  Pemi- 
sylvania. 

Nats— Messrs.  Archer,  Baraett,  Baylies  of  Massa- 
chnsetts,  Bigelow,  Bradley,  Champion,  Cilley,  Com* 
stock,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cothbett,  Dayenport,  Ely,  Fitik 
of  Vfc.,  Fisk  of  N.  Y.,  Forqrth,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Hale,  Hall,  Hnngerloid,  Inring,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Ya.,  Kent  of  Md.,  King 
of  Massachosetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes, 
Msrkell,  McKim,  Moffitt,  Moore,  Moseley,  Morfiee, 
Nelson,  Oakley,  Parker,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WiDiam 
Reed,  Rich,  Ridgely,  Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sher- 
wood, Smith  of  New  York,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tsll- 
madge,  Tavlor,  Telfair,  Yose,  Ward  of  New  Jecsey, 
Wheaton,  WUcox,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

EXPORTATION  OF  GOLD  AND  SOEVER. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  for  prohibit- 
ing the  exportation  of  ffoid  and  silver  coin  nod 
bullion,  having  been  called  up  bj^  Mr.  Calhouh, 
of  South  Carolina,  chairman  oi  the  Committee 
who  reported  it — 

Mr.  WiLi^ULM  Run.  of  Maasachuaetia,  moved 
to  postpone  indefinitely  the  said  order  of  tbe 
day,  on  which  motion  the  vote  was  as  foUowa: 
For  the  postponement  43,  against  it  73. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponeneiic  being 
negatived,  the  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  said  bilL 

The  bill  having  been  read  thron^^h — 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  in  relation  to  tbe  sttb- 
ject  of  this  bill  he  had  not  much  to  say,  not  being 
conversant  in  this  matter.  Its  object,  however, 
was  to  protect  our  moneyed  institutions  from 
drains  from  abroad.  Whether  the  bill  would 
have  this  efiect  or  not,  he  could  not  aay;  his 
opinion  must  be  regulated  by  that  of  those  who 
were  conversant  on  it.  Candor  required  him  te 
say  he  bad  some  doubts  of  the  entire  efficacy  of 
this  bill,  and  feared  that  the  facility  of  exporting 
an  article  of  so  small  a  bulk  as  specie  or  bailion 
would  evade  the  most  strenuous  eflEbrU  of  our 
custom-house  officers. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
the  hill  by  striking  out  the  fourth  seetion,  which 
permits,  under  strict  r«nilauons,  the  exportatioa 
of  specie  coastwise.  Ris  idea  was  that  specie 
would  never  be  transported  by  sea,  because  of  the 
risk,  unless  intended  to  be  4Sonveyed  to  the  ene- 
my ;  and,  therefore,  though  he  felt  no  flrreat  soli- 
citude about  this  bill,  he  was  desirous,  if  it  paned, 
that  this  section  should  be  struck  out. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  nefa^ 
tived  bya  large  majority. 

Mr.  William  Reed,  of  Massaehaaetis,  ob|eet- 
ed  to  this  bill  because  likely  to  be  ineffieteat ; 
aad  as  a  remaining  feature  of  the  restrictive  ay^ 
tern,  which,  if  it  was  to  go  down,  he  wished  to 
go  down  altogether.  The  bill  would  have  no 
other  effect  than  to  put  the  exportation  of  apeeie 
into  the  hands  of  smugglers  instead  of  honest 
merehaats ;  and  would  rather  increase  than  di- 
minish it. 

Mr.  iNGEBaoLL,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  aa 
amendment  to  the  bill,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  allow  the  exportation,  in  vessels  bound  to  ports 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  of  apccie  in 
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sfiffieient  amoant  to  pay  the  duties  on  the  cargo 
of  the  vessel  on  its  arrival  at  its  port  of  destina- 
tioD,  &c.  Without  attch  an  amendment,  the  ef- 
fect of  the  bill  would  be,  he  conceived,  to  pro- 
hibit all  trade  to  ports  in  China  or  India,  as  the 
duties  were  there  required  to  be  paid  in  specie  im- 
mediately on  the  arrival  of  the  vessel. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, and  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  Potter,  of  Rhode  Island,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  and  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion.  He  5aid  you  might  as  ra- 
tionally and  almost  as  certainly  expect  a  law  to 
be  effectual  to  prevent  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the 
tide,  as  a  law  to-  prevent  specie  from  finding  its 
level. 

Mr.  GRoavENOR,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  motion.  His  objection  was  not  to  the 
principle  of  tha  bill,  but  to  the  futility  of  such  a 
law  to  accomplish  the  object  in  view.  Such  an 
aet,  he  contended,  must  be  ineffectual,  and  was 
further  objecttonanle  in  his  view  as  a  remaining 
feature  of  a  system  for  which  he  felt  almost  an 
isstinetive  abhorrence.  The  provisions  of  the 
bill  were  of  an  odious  character,  and,  as  the  bill 
could  have  no  effect,  he  hoped  it  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  CALHoOFf  saia  that  no  gentlemau,  he  be- 
lieved^ conceived  that  this  bill,  if  passed,  would 
be  completely  effectual.  The  only  question  was, 
Irould  it  deaden  the  current  of  exportation  of 
specie?  Some  appeared  to  think  it  would;  and 
tnis  was  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  bauks  in 
the  country.  Others  thought  differently,  however, 
and,  for  himself,  he  had  not  made  up  his  own  mind 
on  the  subject,  though  at  present  inclined  to  sop- 
port  the  bill. 

Mr.  Tallmadob,  of  Cooneotient,  spoke  in 
favor  of  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 
If  the  measure  had  not  been  recommended  by 
the  President,  it  would  never  have  been  thought 
of  by  any  member  of  either  House.  He  objected 
to  the  details  of  the  bill,  which  were  of  the  same 
odious  character  as  the  provisions  of  the  embargo 
laws.  Ha  stated  several  other  objections  to  the 
bill ;  among  wbieh  were,  that  it  was  trifling  with 
the  solemnity  of  oaths,  and  demoralizing  the 
people  of  our  country,  to  exact  oaths  in  relation 
to  trivial  matters ;  and  that  it  was  a  continuaiioa 
of  the  system  of  arming  citizen  against  citizen, 
and  setting  neighbors  as  spies  upon  each  other, 
dke.  Especially  he  objected  to  these  provisions, 
when  he  believed  they  could  not  produce  any 
possible  beneficial  effect. 

Mr.  PoTTBR  again  spoke  in  support  of  his  mo- 
tion, and 

Mr.  Halb,  of  New  Hampshire,  also  spoke 
against  the  bill.  He  said  the  bill,  although  it 
would  not  prevent  the  exportation  of  specie, 
would  have  the  effect  to  prevent  its  importation, 
and  thus  diminish  instead  of  increasing  the  spe- 
cie capital  of  the  country. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  was  decided  as  follows:  For  striking 
it  oat  50^  against  it  59. 


So  the  House  refused  to  strike  out  the  first 
section. 

Mr.  Inoersoll  renewed  the  motion  which  he 
had  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which 
was  again  negatived. 

Mr.  William  Reeo  then  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  so  as  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
limits  its  duration  to  two  years  or  the  close  of 
the  present  war,  and  insert  ^  to  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress ;"  which  motion,  being 
acceded  to  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hale  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table- 
Negatived. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill.  Negatived — ayes 
36. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  riding  to-morrow. 

REPEAL  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  House  took  up  the  message  of  the  Sen« 
ate  announcing  their  passage  of  the  act  repealing 
the  embargo,  &c.,  with  amendmenu  (to  strike 
out  the  third  and  fourth  sections.) 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  amendments. 

This  question  was  decided  without  debate  by 
yeas  and  nays — For  the  amendments  68,  against 
them  52,  as  follows : 

TsAS — Messrs.  AlstoUr  Anderson,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Bigelow,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Cal« 
houn.  Champion,  Chappel^  Cilley,  Clark,  Corastock, 
Cooper,  Coz,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  I)a« 
vail,  Elv;  Forney,  Forsyth,  Gaston»  Geddes,  Grosvenor, 
Hale,  Cfanson,  Hnngerferd,  Ingersoll,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Ma- 
con, Markell,  Miller,  Moffit,  Montgomery,  Moseley, 
Murfree,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pleasants,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Ridgely,  Robertson,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sher- 
wood, Stanford,  Stuiges,  Taggart,  Talhnadge,  Taylor, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wheaton*  White,  WUcox,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

NATs-^Mesars.  Alexander,  Archer,  Bard,  Bamett» 
Beall,  Botler,  Caldwell,  Condiet,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Eppes,  Find^ 
ley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Gnmdy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbronck» 
Hawes,  Humphreys,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Lefierts, 
Lyle,  McCoy,  McLane,  Moore,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Par- 
ker, Pickens,  Piper,  Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sharp, 
TannehiU,  Udree,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania. 


WsoNESOAT,  April  13. 

Mr.  BpPBfi,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  making  additional  appro- 
priations for  the  service  of  the  year  1814  ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committea  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  MoRPRBB,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  "for  the  relief  of  Israel  Thorndike," 
without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  committed 
I  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 
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Mr.  Wright,  from  the  select  cofDCDittee  ap- 
pointed OD  the  11th  iDstaat,  reported  a  bill  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  completing  the  Chamber 
of  the  House  of  Representatives;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-day. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  HuNOBRFORD,  for  consideration : 

Reaobfed,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Natj,  to  whom 
was  sabmttted,  by  a  resolution  of  this  Hoase,  on  the 
16th  day  of  March  past,  the  petition  and  documents 
aeconpanying  the  same,  of  John  T.  Courtney  and 
Samuel  Harrison,  and  a  report  and  resolution  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  relatiTe  to  the  aame,  be, 
and  Ike  is  hereby,  instructed  to  make  a  report  thereon 
to  this  House. 

And,  on  the  question  to  consider  the  said  res- 
olution, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  JNew  York, 
to  refer  to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  documents 
accompanying  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  in  what  manner  contracts  for 
supplying  the  Army  of  the  United  States  have 
been  made,  and  to  what  extent  general  officers 
have  interfered  in  such  contracts,  prejudicial  to 
the  public  interest  or  to  the  rights  of  individuals. 

Mr.  Gbolson  moved  that  the  said  motion  do 
He  on  the  table ;  and  the  question  being  taken,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LowMDBa,  of  Sooth  Carolina, 
t||e  three  following  bilk,  viz :  A  bill  authorizing 
the  increase  of  the  marine  corps ;  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  purchase  of  the  vessels  captured  on  Lake 
Erie;  and  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the 
appointment  of  officers  for  the  flotilla  service, 
were  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
slightly  amended,  and  severally  Mdered  to  be  read 
a  third  time  without  opposition. 

The  en^ossed  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  service  of  such 
volunteer  corps  as  shall  organiae  themselves  for 
the  deieaoe  of  the  United  States ;  the  engrossed 
biU  cooliooing.in  ibrce  the  aet  dedariog  the  as- 
sent of  Congress  to  two  acts  of  the  Stales  of  Mary- 
kind  and  Oeonia ;  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Arehibaid  McCall ;  and  the  engrossed  bill  to 
incorporate  the  Colombian  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany of  Alexandria  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  *^  for  the  relief 
of  James  Lloyd,"  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
subscribe,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  750 
shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company. 

Mr.  Bond,  of  Illinois,  having  called  up  the  bill 
to  authorize  the  opening  a  road  from  Shawanoe- 
town  in  Illinois  Territory,  d&c,  the  House  refused 
to  take  it  up. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell  pass- 
ed through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but  on  (he 


question  to  pass  the  said  bill  to  a  third  reading,  k 

was  decided  in  the  negative. 

PROTECTION  OP  THE  PRONTIBR. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Kilboubit,  that 
the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  for  the  better  protection  of  the  North- 
western frontier  of  the  United  States,  by  granting 
donations  of  land  to  actual  settlers. 

And,  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determ- 
ined in  the  negative — yeas  36,  nays  71.  as  follows; 

Ybas — Messrs.  Alston,  Bowen,  Caldwell,  Ch^pdl, 
Gieightottp  Davis  of  Penni^lvania,  Desha,  Eiy,  Far- 
row, Pindley,  Fisk  cft  Yeimont,  Pomey,  GTholsont 
Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentuckv,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kerriiaw,  Kilbonin, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Maeon,  McLean,  Miiler,MQr* 
free.  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stniges,  Taggart,  TajJor, 
Tliompson,  and  Tronp. 

Nats— Messrs.  Aieher,  Baid,  BaiMtt,  Bajliee  of 
Massachosetts,  Boyd,  Bfeekenridge,  Bii^iam,  Bfowtty 
Capeiton>  Champion,  Oilleyft  Clark;  Gaoper,  Cool, 
CnmSxdp  Croneh,  Culpeper,  Gnthhert.  Bppea,  Fkk 
of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Ftanklint  Gasten,  Goldahe 
rough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson,  Hawea,  Hm^ 
gerford,  Ingeisoll,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kevr, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes 
Lyle,  MariLell,  McCoy,  McKim,  Moffit,  Monlgoaieiy, 
Moore,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter 
William  Reed,  Rea  of  PennsyWania,  Rich,  Ridgely, 
Robertson,  Roggles,  Sage,  Seybert,  Smith  of  VUginiav 
Stanford,  Talhnadge,  Tannehill,  Telftir,  Udree,  Yoee, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  WUcox,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Qastoii,  of  North  Carolina,  roee  to  oibr  a 
motion,  which  he  prefaced  by  a  word  or  two  of 
explanation.  The  period  of  adjonroaaenCy  heiald, 
was  approachias,  and  an  interval  of  six  mondis 
would  elapse  More  Congress  woold  again  eon* 
vene.  Mr.  Q.  said  he  thought  it  very  ioiportant, 
if  the  Executive  was  in  possession  of  any  infor^ 
matton  respeeting  oor  relations  with  France,  not 
already  in  possession  of  the  public,  that  it  ahoald 
be  laid  bel'ore  itae  House.  He  was  deakona  of 
each  information  for  another  reaaoa.  The  Hooaa 
was  called  upon  to  legislate  in  relation  to  France, 
on  a  bill  which  has  toen  reported  in  Uiia  Hanst^ 
but  not  yet  acted  on,  to  open  oar  poru  to  the 
craisers  of  France*  The  House  bad  beta  ioforiaed, 
too,  by  the  President  in  his  late  Measace,  dwt  tJw 
most  astonishing  changes  had  taken  place  on  tkm 
continent  of  Europe.  It  was  important  to  kaov 
how  far  these  changes  affected  oar  relacioaswifh 
France,  and  the  policy  of  that  neaama  he  had 
alluded  to.  These  were  his  reasons,  and  hia  only 
reasons,  for  offering  the  foUowSng  resoloUon : 

Ite$ohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
be  requested  to  oommunicale  to  this  House  any 
mation  in  his  posseenon  touching  onr  relatione 
France,  which  in  his  judgment  it  is  not  iBptoper  Is 
disclose. 

This  motion  having  been  assented  to  by  Mr. 
Calbodn,  of  South  Carolina,  and  modified,  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  GhioiinT,  of  Teanoaaeei  by 
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the  insertion  of  the  words  **  not  heretofore  com- 
mttDicated,"  was  agreed  to  without  a  diyisioo. 

EXPORTATION  OF  SPECIE. 

The  engrossed  bill  "to  prohibit  the  exportation 
of  specie,  gold,  or  si?er  coins,  or  bullion,"  was 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  PioKBRiNG,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  was 
too  hoarse  to  make  himself  beard,  and  therefore 
did  ool  rise  to  oppose  the  bill,  but  merely  to  re- 
quire the  yeas  and  nays,  that  he  might  at  least 
record  his  rote  against  this  remnant  of  folly  and 
mischief. 

Mr.  PiTKiNiOf  Connecticut,  opposed  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  for  various  reasons.  Specie,  he  said, 
would  always  regulate  itself.  No  Gk)Temmeiir. 
even  the  most  despotic,  had  ever  been  successful 
in  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  specie.  He 
stated  it  as  a  fact  generally  believed  by  those  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject,  that  more  specie  had 
gone  from  this  country  during  the  last  embargo, 
than  in  any  like  term  of  time  before,  notwith- 
standing the  existence  of  provisions  much  more 
severe  than  those  contained  in  this  bill  against 
exportation,  4lc,  He  therefore  moved  that  the 
bill  be  m)5tponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Grundt,  of  Tennessee,  conceived  this  bill 
to  be  one  of  doubtful  expediency,  and  on  which 
it  would  perhaps  be  better  that  the  House  should 
not  legisilate  too  hastily.  In  the  present  situation 
of  things,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  such  a  bill 
was  necessary  to  prevent  the  drain  of  specie ;  and 
no  great  evil  could  arise  from  postponing  the  sub- 
ject till  the  next  session.  He  should  therefore 
vote  for  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut. 

Mr.  Fabbow,  of  South  Carolina,  was  of  opin- 
ion with  Mr.  Qrundy,  that  this  was  a  measure  of 
questionable  expediency,  and;  entertaining  strong 
doubts  of  the  propriety  of  such  a  law,  he  also 
should  vote  to  postpone  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  the 
question  of  postponement  at  the  instance  of  Mr. 
N£L60N  of  Virginia — 

Mr.  Qrundt,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table,  with  a  view,  however, 
not  to  call  it  up  again  at  tne  present  session.  His 
object  waa  to  avoid  a  total  rejection  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Neuson  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
motion  also.  This  was  a  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  in  pursuance 
of  a  recommendation  from  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States.  If  the  bill  was  important  at  all 
as  a  mean  of  arresting  the  exportation  of  specie, 
it  ought  to  pass ;  if  not,  it  ought  to  be  rejected  at 
once,  and  not  acted  on  sideways,  and  disposed  of 
by  an  indirect  vote. 

Mr.  QatJiVDT  then,  with  a  view  to  permit  gen- 
tlemen to  give  a  direct  vote  on  the  bill,  withdrew 
his  motion ;  and  the  question  on  the  indefinite 
postponement  was  decided  by  the  following  vote : 
For  the  postponement  63,  against  it  60 : 

TsAs — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachnsetts,  Bigelow, 

Boyd,  Bradbary,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,Bot^ 

ler,  Caperton^  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Cooper, 

CoXyCttlpeper,  Ely,  Panow»  Porney,  Poiiytb,€laitOD, 
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Geddes,  Goldsboroagh,  Grosvenor,  Grundy,  Hale,  Han- 
son, Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  Massachasetts,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Lowndes,  Msrkell,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Pearson, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed, 
Rich,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Bey  bert,  8he£fey,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
Thompson,  Troup,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetta, 
Wheatoa,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Galhonn, 
Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton.  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha, 
Dovall,  Eppes,  Findley,  Gholson,  Goodwvn,  Griffin» 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  IngersoII, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kilboum,  Lefferts,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McLean, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  ol  Ten* 
nessee,  Roane,  Sage,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tan- 
nehili,  Tayfer,  Telfair,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Wright. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  said  bill  be 
postponed  indefinitely. 

COMPENSATION  TO  MILITIA,  dec. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dbsha,  of  Kentucky,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  or  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  allowing  compensation  for 
horses  owned  by  militia  or  volunteers  killed  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Desba  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  its  general  provision,  and  inserting  sections 
limiting  its  operation  to  Gov.  Shelby's  volunteers 
and  Colonel  Johnson's  mounted  infantry.  His 
reason  was,  that  the  horses  in  these  corps  had 
been  regularly  appraised,  and  the  roll  of  appraise** 
ment  returned  to,  and  now  in  the  War  Office,  and 
therefore  stood  on  higher  ground  than  like  claims 
generally. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Farhow, 
of  South  Carolina.  Mr.  Beall,  and  Mr.  Cbeigb* 
TON,  of  Ohio,  on  objection  to  the  speciality  of  the 
provisions,  and  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  ou 
the  ground  that  tnere  were  others  as  well  entitled 
to  relief  as  the  mounted  infantry  which  was  un«- 
*der  his  command,  though  in  his  opinion  the  case 
of  the  horses  in  Shelby^  command  formed  an  ex- 
ception from  the  general  rule,  and  was  particn* 
larly  entitled  to  relief. 

Mr.  Desha,  whose  object  would  be  perfectly 
obtained  by  the  general  provision,  if  that  should 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  Committee,  relinquished 
the  support  of  his  proposed  amendment,  and  the 
amendment  was  rejected. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Rich,  of  Ver* 
mont,  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  new  section 
in  the  following  words: 

**And  be  it  further  enaeiedj  That  the  several  per- 
sons employed  in  removing  the  Atay  from  Plattsbnrg 
•nd  Burlington  to  Saeket^s  Harbor,  in  the  month  of 
Maivh,  1813»  be  allowed  and  paid  the  amount  of  such 
damages  as  they  shall  have  sustained  by  the  loss  or 
injury  of  sleighs  and  horses  while  employed  in  thai 
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service,  said  damagee  to  be  aeoerUined  in  such  maimer 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  direct'' 

And  after  debate,  this  motion  was  negatived ; 
and  the  bill  was  then  farther  amended  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Thursdat,  April  14. 

Mr.  ArcbeR;  of  Maryland,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  S.  Hughes ;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  revised  statement  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  James 
Lloyd,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  WitLiAH  Reed,  of  Massachusetto,  advert- 
ing to  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  the 
17th  March  last,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  a  reform  in  the  Naval  Establishment,  and 
the  impracticability,  daring  the  short  tim«  which 
hat  sinee  elapsed,  of  maturing  a  report  on  the 
subject,  moved  that  the  said  committee  be  author- 
ized to  act  in  the  recess,  and  report  at  the  next 
session;  not  with  a  view  to  their  actually  sitting 
during  the  recess,  but  to  keep  the  committee  alive 
until  the  next  session. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  subject,  the 
motion  was  adopted. 

The  unfavorable  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  John  Pitchlyn,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Archer^  of  Maryland,  reversed,  so  as 
to  make  the  report  favorable  to  the  petition,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  report  a 
bill  for  his  relief. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  the  bill  **  confirming  certain 
claims  to  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  pro- 
viding for  their  location,"  with  amendments.  The 
Senate  have  also  passed  a  bill.  *^  in  further  addi- 
tion to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  more  effectually 
Co  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  establish- 
ing an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United 
States;"  also,  a  bill  "  to  lessen  the  compensation 
for  marshab,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  certain  eases 
therein  mentioned ;"  in  which  bills  and  amend- 
ments they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House* 

An  engrossed  bill,  authorizing  the  purchase  of 
the  vessels  captured  on  Lake  Brie,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  allowing  compensation  for 
horses  onrned  by  militia  or  volunteers,  and  killed 
or  lost  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "authorizing an  aug- 
mentation of  the  Marine  corps,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  '*  to  authorise  the  ap- 
pointment of  certain  officers  for  the  flotilla  ser- 
vice," was  read  theihird  time,  and  passed. 

EXECUTION  OP  REVENUE  LAWS. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  VermoDt,  moved  ''that  a  commit- 
tee be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 


of  so  amending  the  Judicial  system  as  to  give  to 
the  Courts  of  the  United  States  exclusive  juris- 
diction in  all  cases  arising  under  the  Revenue 
laws ;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other  wife." 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  very  lately  a  new  pmctice  had 
arisen  in  some  of  the  States.  Whenever  the  col- 
lectors were  making  seizures  the  States  were  in* 
terfering,  so  as  to  interrupt  the  operation  of  the 
revenue  laws.  He  knew  one  instance,  where 
fifty-six  writs  had  been  served  on  one  of  the  eol- 
leciors  in  one  week;  and,  in  the  State  which  he 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  the  collectors 
had  been  much  harassed.  If  this  system  could 
be  persisted  in  with  impunity,  the  revenue  laws 
would  be  a  dead  letter.  The  State  courts  might 
levy  on  property  seized  for  taxes,  and,  where  such 
a  disposition  prevailed,  entirely  defeat  the  opera- 
tion of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
never  the  design,  certainly,  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  to  leave  the  country  in  such  a  state. 

After  some  incidental  conversation,  not  affect- 
ing the  principle  involved  in  it,  the  motion  waa 
tifteed  to  by  a  majority  of  20  or  30  votes ;  and 
Mr.  FisK  of  Vermont,  Mr.  Grdhdt,  Mr.  Imobr- 
soLLj  Mr.  GaoavBNOR,  and  Mr.  Qa«toh,  were 
appomted  the  said  commitlee. 

FOREIGN  LICENSES. 

• 

Mr.  KiMO,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  to  make  a 
motion  on  the  subject  of  the  law  now  in  exist* 
ence,  prohibiting  the  use  of  foreign  licenses.  He 
thougnt  that  it  ought  to  be  repealed,  for  several 
reasons,  which  he  assigned,  viz:  That  as,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  recommendation  of  the  President, 
every  feature  of  the  restrictive  system  had  been 
abolished,  it  was  important  to  put  our  own  ves- 
sels at  least  on  an  equality  with  those  of  neutral 
nations  trading  with  us ;  that  for  this  purpose  a 
repeal  of  this  law  was  necessary;  that  there  were 
abuient  from  the  United  States,  and  shut  up  in 
European  ports,  many  American  vessels,  which 
could  not  return  except  under  the  protection  of 
foreign  licenses.  He  had  heard  but  one  objection 
to  this  repeal;  it  was  suggested  that,  to  repeal  the 
law  in  question,  would  be  a  kind  of  submission  to 
the  enemy.  He  thought  not.  It  was  the  practice 
9f  nations  generally  in  time  of  war,  and  even  in 
the  present  war  of  extermination  between  France 
and  England,  those  nations  traded  directly  with 
each  other.  Another  consideration  which  ought 
to  induce  the  House  to  accede  to  the  motion,  was 
the  opinion  of  American  merchants  generally, 
which  was  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  prohibi- 
tion, ^c.    Mr.  K.'s  motion  was  as  follows : 

"  Rewhed,  That  the  CMnmittee  on  Foieigii  RoIbp 
tions  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instracted  to  iaqnire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  an  act  passed  on  the  Sd 
day  of  August,  1813,  entitled  <An  act  to  ptohibit  the 
use  of  licenses  or  passes  granted  by  anthority  of  the 
United  Kingdom  ot  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  thai 
they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.'' 

When  Mr.  K.  submitted  this  motion,  it  con- 
tained aUo  a  clause  including  the  act  to  prohibit 
the  ransom  of  vessels  captured  by  the  enemy ;  but, 
it  being  suggested  that  the  bill  which  passed  the 
House  on  this  subject  had  not  yet  become  a  laWy 
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Mr.  K.  erased  that  part  of  hi3  motioo  which  re- 
lated to  ransoms. 

The  HoQse  agreed  to  consider  the  motion,  by 
a  7ote  of  53  to  44. 

This  resolution  gave  rise  to  an  animated  and 
extended  debate,  in  the  course  of  which  it  was 
modified,  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Gaston  of  North 
Carolina,  by  inserting,  after  the  word  *^  Ireland," 
the  following  words : 

."  Or  so  modifying  the  said  act,  as  to  permit  licenses 
granted  by  the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  be 
used,  under  such  regulations  and  restrictions  as  may 
be  deemed  expedient  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States." 

Those  gentlemen  who  opposed  the  resolution 
were,  Messrs.  Calhoun  of  South  Carolina.  Fisic 
of  Vermont.  Inobrsoll  of  Pennsylvania,  Mur- 
PREE  of  North  Carolina,  Sharp  of  Kentucky, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  McKim  of  Maryland,  Pot- 
ter of  Rhode  Island,  and  Dutall  of  Kentucky ; 
and  those  who  advocated  it  were  the  mover, 
Messrs.  Wright  of  Mary  land,  Grobvenor  of  New 
York,  Sbeffet  of  Virginia,  and  Gaston  of  North 
Carolina. 

The  debate  having  rather  degenerated  into  a 
personal  from  a  national  character  before  its 
close— that  is  to  say,  after  the  debate  had  con* 
sumed  considerably  more  than  four  hours — 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  observing  that 
it  was  time  an  end  was  put  to  this  sort  of  debate, 
moved  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. — 
Negativ^ed,  58  to  57. 

Mr.  CoNARO,  of  Pennsylvania,  requested  the 
pre\rious  question ;  in  which  he  was  not  support- 
ed by  a  majority  of  the  House. 

After  a  few  explanatory  remarks  from  Mr.  Pisk, 
of  Vermont,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion was  decided  by  the  following  vote: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachnaetts,  Boyd, 
Bradboiy,  Breckeniidge,  Brigham»Caperton»Chappell, 
Ciilejy  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport, Ely,  Gaston, 
Ooldsborongh,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Uland,  Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Moseley, 
Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  William  Reed, 
Ridgely,  Boggles,  Sheffey,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Strong,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Tall- 
madge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Winter,  and  Wright— 49. 

Nats — Mewrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andenon,  Ar- 
4dier,  Bameti,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Cal- 
honn,  Clark,  Comstock,  Co&dict,  Cenard,  Crawlbrd, 
Creightm,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Dedia,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley*  Fiak  of  Ver- 
mont, Forney,  ForsyUi,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwin, 
Gonrdin,  Gnffio,  Gnmdy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hamphrevs,  Hungerford,  IngersoU, 
Irving,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Caro- 
Una,  Leflferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy^  McKim, 
McLean,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Murfiree,  Nelson,  Orms- 
by,  Parker,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage, 
SeTier,  Seybcrt,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  St^Lnford, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  and  Udree— 81. 


[Mr.  Beall  of  Ohio,  who  was  accidentally  out  of  the 
House  when  the  vote  was  taken,  declared  his  intention 
to  have  voted  in  the  negative.] 

So  the  House  rejected  the  said  resolution. 
And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


FaiDAT,  April  15. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  lessen  the  com* 
pensatton  for  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in 
the  cases  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  '*  in  further  addition 
to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  more  effectually  to  pro- 
vide for  the  national  defence,  by  establishing  an 
uniform  militia  throughout  the  United  States," 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  committee  for 
revising  the  Militia  laws. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  *' confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
Illinois  Territory,  and  providing  for  their  loca* 
tion,"  were  read,  and  concurred  m  by  the  Hoase. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on 
the  memorial  of  the  Qorernors  of  the  New  York 
Hospital. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  InaaaaoLL,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  prescribing  the  mode  of  authen- 
ticating the  pnbito  acts,  records,  and  judicial  pro* 
ceediogs,  of  the  several  States,  and  for  declaring 
the  effect  of  certain  judicial  proceedings. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill  'Mn  addition 
to  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  proride  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  ana 
to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those  purposes," 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer, 

Ordered,  That  the  Cominittee  of  the  whole 
House  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 
petition  of  Zachariah  Roberts. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Israel 
Thorndike  was  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  reported  to  the  House,  where  it 
was  debated  at  length;  Messrs.  Murfrjse,  Bat- 
libs,  Rbbd,  Qrobvenor,  and  Pickering,  being 
the  principal  supporters  of  the  bill,  and  Messrs. 
Robertson,  MoKiM,  Taylor,  Wright,  Irving, 
Lowndes,  CALBomr,  Bppes,  and  Gbolson,  its 
principal  opponents. 

The  case  presented  by  this  bill  was  that  of  a 
cargo  of  foreign  produce  exported  for  New  Or- 
leans in  the  year  1808,  and  or  course  without  the 
formalities  necessary  to  secure  to  the  exporter 
the  drawback  on  exportation,  but  driven  by  stress 
of  weather  into  a  foreign  port,  Havana.  The 
bill  proposes  to  allow  to  Mr.  Thorndike  draw- 
back on  the  cargo  which  was  sold  at  Havana, 
its  re-exportation  being  prohibited  bjr  the  muni- 
cipal regulations  in  that  pert,  notwithstanding 
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the  DOD-compliaitce  with  the  formalitien  required 
by  Uw  previous  to  exporlatloo. 

The  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed  by  a  ma- 
jority of  20  or  30  votes. 

The  engrossed  bill  makin|r  additional  appro- 
priations Sir  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  1814;  and  the  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the 
act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  (which 
this  day  passed  throuj^h  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole)  were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  then,  by  a  verv  close  vote  of  47  to 
45,  refused  to  take  up  the  bill  respecting  Evans's 
steam  engine  patent. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  a 
National  Bank  (reported  several  weeks  ago,  and 
which  has  since  slumbered  on  the  table)  having 
been  named  among  the  orders  of  the  day,  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr«  Taylor,  of  New  York,  who 
reported  it,  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lbwu,  of  Virginia,  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  Bank  of  the 
Metropolis,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative, 
yeas  31. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Hay  (reliev- 
ing him  from  the  payment  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty-five  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  money  be- 
loneing  to  the  Post  Office,  which  was,  together 
with  all  his  other  property,  consumed  by  a  fire, 
in  which  he  lost  also  three  infant  children)  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time,  read  accordingly,  and 
passed. 

A  number  of  orders  of  the  day  were  called  up, 
which  the  House  refused,  bv  large  majorities,  to 
take  up  until  they  came  to  the  bill  respecting  the 
Office  of  Attorney  General. 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  establishing  the  permanent 
residence  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  at  the  Seat  of  Government. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wright,  of  Mary- 
land, 10  strike  out  the  section  providing  for  in- 
creasing the  compensation  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral ;  and,  being  assented  to  by  Mr.  Inqbrsoll, 
(the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported 
the  bill,)  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  the 
bill  was  further  amended  by  striking  out  that 
part  of  the  bill  requiring  the  Attorney  General, 
when  required,  to  make  reports,  dtc.,  to  Congress 
<m  cases  submitted  to  him ;  on  the  ground  that 
the  laws  already  made  such  a  provision. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill, 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in  by  the 
House, 

The  bill  now  containing  no  other  provision 
than  that  requiring  the  permanent  residence  of 
the  Attorney  Gkneral  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment— 

Mr.  Potter,  of  Rhode  Island,  moved  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  indefi- 
nitely. 

Mr.  KiNO,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  an  amend- 


ment to  limit  the  requisition  of  the  bill  to  a  resi- 
dence at  the  Seat  of  Government  during  the 
sessions  of  Congress  and  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
— Negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  lor 
a  third  reading,  and  was  subsequently  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

PAYMASTER  GENERAL. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  fixing  the  salary  of 
the  Paymaster  General  of  the  Armies  of  the 
United  States,  makin^^  an  allowance  for  clerk 
hire,  and  for  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Dis- 
trict Paymasters,  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  of  Creorgia. 

The  provision  for  augmenting  the  salary  of  the 
Paymaster  General  from  $1,^  to  2,400,  gave 
rise  to  considerable  discussion.  It  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  Alstom,  of  North 
Carolint,  and  warmly  supported  by  Messrs.  Jobn- 
SON,  of  Kentucky,  Lewis,  of  Virginia,  Gholsom, 
of  Virginia,  McKim,  of  Maryland. 

The  objections  made  to  this  provision  were, 
not  that  an  increase  might  not  reasonably  be 
made,  but  that  this  was  not  a  time  to  increase 
salaries  of  officers  generally,  and  that  no  particu- 
lar increase  ought  to  be  made.  The  discussion 
resulted,  however,  in  amending  the  bill  so  as  to 
allow  the  Paymaster  General  two  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum  during  the  war,  and,  thas  amend- 
ed, the  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 


Satdroay,  April  16. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky : 

Re$ohfedt  That  the  Committee  of  Acemints  be^  sad 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  pay  to  Elexiua  Spald- 
ing, George  N.  Thomas,  Richard  Stewart,  Iiaac  Phil- 
lips, and  George  Cooper,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per 
day,  for  their  attendance  on  the  House  <^  Representa- 
tives during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  as  the 
entire  eompensation  for  their  services;  and  that  Oswald 
Dunn  be  allowed  for  his  services  one  hundred  doUais. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Accounts. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ''graotinf 
pensions  to  officers  and  seamen  serving  on  board 
the  revenue  cutters,  in  certain  cases  p  also,  the 
bill  ^*  concerning  the  pay  of  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines,  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States;" 
with  an  amendment  to  each,  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^  fixing  the  salary  of 
the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  allowing  a  sum  for  the  employment  of  addi- 
tional clerks  in  his  office  for  the  year  1814,  and 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  assistant  district 
paymasters,''  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads,  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  ot  this  House. 

Mr.  Arobrr,  of  Maryland,  reported  a  bill  for 
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the  relief  of  John  Pitchlyn;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Tne  Committee  of  Claims  were  then,  on  mo- 
tion of  the  same  gentleman,  discharged  from  the 
farther  consideration  of  ail  matters  referred  to 
them,  and  not  yet  acted  oo. 

A  like  order  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robbrt- 
eoN,  of  Louisiana,  adopted  in  relation  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  Vermont,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  on  Thursday,  reported  a  bill 
providing  for  the  removal  of  caoses  in  certain 
cases  therein  specified,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  twice  read. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gaston,  of  North 
Carolina,  to  postpone  the  said  bill  indefinitely, 
and  negatived. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Potter,  of  Rhode 
Island,  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table,  and  nega- 
tived. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
which  went  from  this  House^  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  calling  out  the  militia,  dbc.,  were  taken 
up  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  from  the  Militia 
Committee,  reported  certain  amendments  to  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  *Mn  farther  addition  to  the 
act  more  efieetualij^  to  provide  for  the  national 
defence  by  establishing  an  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States."  which  amend- 
ments were  concurred  in.  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time,  and  was  subsequently  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  providing  for  the 
distribution  of  money  paid  into  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,"  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading;  and 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  finally  passed. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  Post  Office, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Ingbrsoll,  who  stated  that 
the  lateness  of  the  period  in  the  present  session, 
and  the  variety  of  details  likely  to  be  inserted  in 
such  a  bill^  rendered  it  necessary  to  postpone  the 
consideration  till  the  next  session. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  payment  for 
property  captured  or  destroyed  while  in  the  pub- 
lic service  by  the  enemy  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  bill  beins  reported  to  the  House  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  ''for  the  relief  of  Qeorge  Hamilton," 
and  the  bill  ^  for  the  relief  of  John  Whitney  and 
Joseph  H.  Dorr,"  passed  through  Committees  of 
the  Whole,  were  engrossed  ^r  third  readings, 
read  a  thira  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  the  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
two  acts  of  Georgia  and  Maryland ;  which  betog 
reported  to  the  House,  were,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  to  amend 
the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of 
wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan- 
dise, and  for  other  purposes,"  with  amendments, 
in  which  thev  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House* 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of 
James  Lloyd,"  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
read  a  third  time ;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  For- 
8TTB,  of  Georgia,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Speakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  his 
report  on  the  petition  of  John  T.  Courtney  and 
Samuel  Harrison,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
'*  granting  pensions  to  the  officers  and  seamen 
serving  on  board  the  revenue  cutters  in  certain 
cases,"  were  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House* 

Sundry  amendments  made  by  the  Senate  con- 
cerning the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  were 
taken  up.  [These  amendments  go  to  fix  specifi- 
cally the  payment  of  officers,  dbc.,  instead  of  ap- 
propriating an  aggregate  amount,  to  be  distrio- 
uted  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  Execu- 
tive.] 

Mr.  LowNOEB,  of  South  Carolina,  having  stated 
that  the  amendments  which  had  been  made  were 
in  conformance  with  the  object  of  the  bill  as  it 
passed  this  House ;  that  the  pay  specified  was  the 
same  as  now  given,  and  always  has  been,  to  these 
officers,  moved  a  concurrence  in  the  amendments, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
establishing  certain  post  roads  were  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  the  bill  ^'authorizing  the 
purchase  of  the  vessels  captured  on  Lake  Brie," 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House.  The  said  amendments 
were  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ''concerning 
invalid  pensioners;"  als<s  the  bill  ''making  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1814,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
"  concerning  invalid  pensioners,"  were  read,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  an- 
thoriziog  the  purchase  of  the  vessels  captured  on 
Lake  Brie,  (allowing  to  Captain  Perry  $5,000, 
in  addition  to  the  share  of  the  prize  mone^  al- 
lowed him  by  law,)  passed  through  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  was  concurred  in. 

[The  reason  of  this  amendment  was  stated  by 
Mr.  Lowndeb  to  be,  that  although  Captain  Perry 
was  in  fact  commander  of  the  fleet  on  Lake 
Erie,  be  would,  according  to  the  construction 
given  to  the  law,  only  be  entitled  to  his  share  as 
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commander  of  the  particular  ressel  on  board  of 
which  he  fought.] 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  lessen  the  compen- 
sation of  marshals,  altorneys,  and  clerks  of  court, 
in  certain  cases,  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and,  after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  by 
Mr.  Inoersoll  to  except  those  officers  in  Penn- 
sylvania from  the  operation  of  the  bill,  it  was 
reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time;  and  it  was  read  a  third  time  accord- 
ingly, and  finally  passed. 

Several  very  important  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  additional  appropriation  bill,  goiiig 
to  change  entirely  the  mode  of  settling  certain 
accounts  at  the  Treasury,  and  making  additional 
appropriations,  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes, 


reierred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

An  order  passed  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wright,  of  Maryland,  for  paying  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  House  the  funeral  expenses 
of  G.  W.  Lindsay,  late  a  Clerk  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  the 
directors  of  the  Washington  Library  Company, 
was  taken  up  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time  ac- 
cordingly, and  finally  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Pitchlyn  was 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  PiBK.  of  Vermont,  called  up  the  bill  "pro- 
Tiding  for  tne  removal  of  causes  in  certain  cases 
therein  specified,  and  for  other  purposes;"  which 
the  House  refused  to  take  up  by  the  following 
Yote — For  the  motion  50,  against  it  52. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

.PBKSIDBNt  OF  TBB  UnITBD  StATBS  Z 

7b  the  Hbuie  of  Rqpre»entaHve9  of  the  United  StaUe  : 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  RaprwentativeB  a  report 

of  the  Secretary  of  State,  complying  with  their  reso- 

Intion  of  the  18th  instant 

JAMES  MADISON. 
AvBii.  16, 1814. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
lesolation  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  of  the  18th 
instant,  zequeeting  information  toaehing  onr  relations 
with  France,  has  the  honor  to  sabmit  to  the  President 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiaiy  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  which  contains  the 
latest,  and  the  only  material,  information  received  by 
this  Department  on  that  subject 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

DxPABTxxKT  or  Statx,  April  16,  1814. 

Extract  qf  a  tetter  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Seere* 

tary  of  State  / 

*<  Paeis,  January  16,  1614. 
"  On  the  29th  ultimo,  I  had  an  internew  with  the 
Minister  of  Exterior  Relations,  who  informed  me  that 
he  had  made  to  the  Emperor  a  detailed  report  of  the 
negotiation,  and  that  he  would  infonn  me  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's decision,  the  moment  it  should  be  made  known 
to  him.    His  conversation  during  this  interview  was 
as  conciliatory  as  it  could  be,  and  his  expressions, 
'  though  still  general,  admitted  that  indemnity  was  de* 


termined  upon.  The  address  of  the  Senator  Connl 
Seg^r  to  tne  inhabitants  of  the  eighteenth  military 
division  of  the  Empire,  published  in  the  Moniteur  at 
the  16th  instant,  stated  that  His  Majesty  was  going  to 
place  himself  at  the  head  of  his  troops.  Knowing* 
that  I  should  not  be  able  to  advance  a  single  step  in 
the  negotiation  during  his  absence,  unless  he  should, 
before  his  departure  from  Paris,  decide  upon  the  classes 
of  cases  for  which  indemnity  should  be  made,  I  deter- 
mined to  address  a  note  to  the  Duke  of  Yicenxa,  with 
a  view  to  impress  more  strongly  upon  his  mind  the 
necessity  of  an  immediate  decision. 

**  The  day  on  which  I  intended  to  present  this  note 
I  was  informed  that  the  Duke  of  V ioensa  had  set  out 
from  Paris,  at  4  o'clock,  A.  M.,  for  the  head^arten  of 
the  two  Emperors,  which  was  then  said  to  be  in  Swit- 
zerland.   The  general  impression  in  Paris  that  day 
was  that  the  Emperor  would  set  out  immediately  for 
Metx,  where  his  anny  of  reserve  has  been  forming 
ever  since  he  crossed  the  Rhine.    This  circumstance 
induced  me  to  believe  that  the  note  would  not  produce 
any  good  efieet    I,  therefore,  determined  not  to  pre- 
sent it    The  Emperor  is  still  in  Paris,  and  I  reg;iet 
extremely  that  I  did  not  adhere  to  my  first  determina- 
tion, notwithstanding  the  absence  of  the  Mim&ter  of 
Foreign  Relations.    From  the  situation  of  alUis  here, 
it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  delays  to  whidi  this  per- 
plexing business  will  yet  be  subject    In  the  first  and 
only  interview  which  I  had  with  the  Duke  of  Bassano, 
he  said  exprssaly  that  the  obstacles  which  his  abeence 
had  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  negotiation  should  not 
occur  again.    Two  months  have  not  elapaed  befora 
the  same  obstadee  are  presented**' 


PROPERTY  LOST  IN  PUBLIC  SERVICE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
HoQse  took  up  the  bill  authorizing  payment  for 
property  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enem7 
while  in  the  public  service — m  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jobh- 
soN,  by  the  addition  of  several  new  sections. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, also  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking  oat 
such  parts  thereof  as  provide  for  the  indemnifica- 
tion of  persons  who  may  hereafter  sustain  loss  of 
property  in  the  public  service. 

This  motion  was  opposed  with  some  warmth 
bv  Mr.  MoNTQOMERT,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  New  York,  and  supported  as  warmly 
by  the  mover;  after  which  the  question  was 
taken,  and  the  motion  negatived  without  a  divi* 
sioD.  ^ 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  as  amended ;  but  before  a  decision  took  place 
on  the  report;  a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  and 
carried — i/y  to  45. 


Monday,  April  18. 

A  otiessage  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  State  to  liquidate  cer^ 
tain  claims  therein  mentioned,'^  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate 
have  also  passed  the  bill  '*  concerning  certificates 
of  confirmation  of  claims  to  the  lands  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they 
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ask  the  eoaoarcenee  of  this  Home.  The  Senate 
have  also  passed  a  bill  ^  makiog  an  appropriation 
for  repairing  the  President's  house,"  in  which 
tbejr  ftiso  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Bppes  made  a  report  on  the  amendments 
made  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  ''  making  addi* 
tional  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1814,"  wnich  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
said  amendments,  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to-day.  ' 

Mr.  MooRE,  from  the  Committee  of  Accounts, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  submitted 
OA  Saturday  last,  on  the  subject  of  the  compen* 
sations  of  the  attendants  of  the  House,  made  a 
report ;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  there- 
in contained  was  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
amended  to  read  as  follows : 

Bemdved^  That  the  fdlowtog  named  persons, 
employed  by  the  Doorkeeper  to  aid  him  in  the 
exeeation  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  to  wit : 
Elexias  Spalding,  Richard  Stewart,  George  N. 
Thomas,  Isaac  Phillips,  €korge  Cooper,  and  Os- 
wald Dunn,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  allowed  two 
dollars  per  day  daring  the  present  session,  and 
for  four  days  after  the  same ;  and  that,  for  the 
service  of  three  horses  which  have  been  em- 

I)loyed  in  the  service  of  the  House,  there  be  al- 
owed  one  dollar  per  day  each,  during  the  same 
time;  which  shall  be  the  entire  compensation  for 
the  above  services:  and  that  the  same  be  paid 
oat  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  contingent 
expeoses  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  ^  to  amend  the  act  laying  duties  on  li- 
censes to  retailers  of  wines,  spiritaous  liquorsj 
and  foreign  merchandise,  and  for  other  purposes,'' 
were  read,  and  eoncarred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  '*coneernin^  certificates  of  confirmation 
of  claims  to  lands  m  the  State  of  Louisiana,'' 
were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^*  making  an  appro- 
priation for  repairing  the  President's  house,''  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bUl  "making  additional  appropriations  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1814." 

The  unfinished  business,  relative  to  the  bill  for 
payment  for  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
was  laid  over  by  general  consent. 

The  bill  from  tae  Senate  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  liquidate  certain  claims  therein 
mentioned^  (of  those  who  took  possession  of 
West  Florida  before  the  United  States  interposed 
its  arm  to  occupy  the  same,)  was  twice  read,  and 
then,  at  the  itistance  of  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Loa- 
isiana,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
making  farther  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1814,  were  taken  up. 

Those  amendments  going  to  change  the  man- 
ner of  settling  accoants  at  the  Treasury  were 
opposed  by  Mr.  Eppbb  and  Mr.  Sbbfpby,  because 
of  the  lateness  of  the  period  of  the  session  pre- 
elading  a  deliberate  investigation  of  the  subject* 
The  merits  of  the  amendmenu  were  not  brought 


intoi  the  discussion.  These  amendments  wer^ 
rejected  by  a  great  majority,  as  also  were  one  or 
two  other  amendments. 

Mr.  Wbiqht,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  making  an  approjiriation  for  repairs  to 
the  President's  house,  (which  had  been  referred 
to  the  same  committee,)  a  new  section  going  to 
appropriate  ten  thousand  dollars  for  ventilating 
and  raising  the  floor  of  the  Chamber  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  so  as  better  to  adapt  it  to  the 
transaction  of  business,  to  the  health  or  the  mem- 
bers, and  the  convenience  of  the  public. 

This  motion  was  supported  bv  the  mover,  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  and 
negatived.    The  bill  was  lost. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Pitch- 
lyn  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Some  time  elapsed,  and  the  House  being  with- 
out a  quorum,  means  were  taken  to  procure  a 
sufficient  number  of  members  to  be  present.  With 
this  view,  a  motion  was  made,  at  1  o'clock,  to  ad- 
journ, and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows-^ 
For  the  motion  50,  against  it  89. 

Ninety-four  members  being  present,  and  con- 
stituting a  quorum,  the  House  proceeded  to  do 
some  business  of  little  moment. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  ascertain  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate^  and  the  office  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  was  again 
taken  up,  and  read  a  thira  time. 

('The  bill  proposes  a  small  increase  of  these 
aries.j 

The  question  on  its  passage  having  been  re- 
quired to  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hali«,  of  Georgia,  was  determined  as 
follows — For  the  passage  of  the  bill  48,  against 
it  47. 

A  mesbage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^*for  the  re^ 
newal  of  a  land  warrant  to  Qeorge  Shannon," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  a  land  warrant  to 
Cieorffe  Shannon,  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  Hoase. 

CONDUCT  OP  THE  WAR. 

Mr.  MiLLBR,  of  New  York,  rose  to  submit  a 
motion  on  the  subject  of  an  inquiry  into  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  war  has  been  conducted.  He 
would  not  now  say  anything  in  favor  of  this  mo- 
tion, in  addition  to  what  had  already  been  ureed 
on  this  subject  during  the  present  session,  unless 
merely  to  add,  that  the  recent  occurrences  on  the 
Northern  frontier  offered  an  additional  reason 
why  the  inquiry  should  take  place.  The  motion 
he  made  was  in  the  following  words: 

Re$olvedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  fiulore  of  onr  arms  oa  the  Nortl^ 
em  and  Northwestern  frontier ;  and  that  said  commit- 
iee  have  leave  to  sit  daring  the  recess  of  the  Hoase, 
and  Uiat  they  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers. 

On  the  question  of  proceeding  now  to  considei 
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.the  refioiatioD)  the  vote  haTiDg  been  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Troup,  of 
C^eorgia,  was  as  follows: 

TxAS — ^Messn.  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Cooper,  Gaston, 
Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson,  Hung^erford, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Mil- 
ler, Montgomery,  Oakley,  Parker,  Poarson,  Potter, 
Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanford,  Yose,  White,  and  Wilcox— 29. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Bard,  Beall,  Bowen,  Butler,  Caperton,  Calhonn, 
Cilley,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Culpeper,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  De^a,  Eppes,  Far- 
row, Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Harris, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Humphreys,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maiyland,  Kerr,  Kilbonm, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sey  bert,  Shaxp, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  TeUair, 
Treup,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Wright— 68. 

So  the  House  refused  now  to  proceed  to  con- 
aider  the  said  resolution. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  usual  order  was  then  adopted  to  appoint  a 
joint  committee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  inform  him  both  Houses,  having 
completed  the  business  before  them,  were  about 
to  adjourn.  Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Wharton 
were  appK)inted  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and 
Messrs.  Eppeb,  Oakley,  and  Robertson  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Bppes,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  re^ 
ported  that  they  had  performed  the  dutv  assigned 
to  them,  and  received  for  answer,  that  he  had  no 
further  communications  to  make  to  the  House. 

And  the  House,  after  receiving  back  ail  the 
bills  which  had  been  laid  before  the  President, 
adjourned  until  the  last  Monday  in  October  next. 


A  SUPPLEMENTAL  JOURNAL 

Of  iuch  proceedings  of  the  Second  Setnon  of  the 
Tliirteenth  Ckmgreea^  oa,  during  the  time  they 
were  depending,  were  ordered  to  he  kept  secret^ 
and  respecting  which  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
was  afterwards  taken  off  by  order  of  the  House, 

Thdrsdat,  December  9, 1813. 

The  following  confidential  Message  was  re* 
ceived  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States : 

7b  the  Senate  and  House  of 

RepresenioHves  of  the  United  States  .• 

The  tendency  of  our  commercial  and  navigation 
laws,  in  their  present  state,  to  favor  the  enemy,  and 
thereby  prolong  the  war,  is  more  and  more  developed 
by  experience.  Supplies  of  the  most  essential  kinds 
find  their  way,  not  only  to  British  ports  and  British 
armies  at  a  distance,  but  the  armies  in  our  neighbor* 
iiood,  with  which  our  own  are  contending,  derive  fifom 


onr  ports  and  ontieta  a  eobsistonca  atteinaMe  with  dif- 
ficttlty,  if  at  all,  horn  other  sources.  Even  the  fleets 
and  troops  infesting  onr  coasts  and  wateia  are,  by  liks 
supplies,  accommodated  and  encouraged  in  their  preda- 
tory and  incnrsiTe  warfiUre. 

Abuses,  having  a  like  tendency,  take  place  in  onr 
import  trade.  British  fabrics  and  products  find  their 
way  into  our  ports,  under  the  name  and  firom  the  ports 
of  other  countries;  and  often  in  British  vessels,  dm- 
guised  as  neutrals,  by  false  colors  and  yspns. 

To  these  abuses  it  may  be  added,  that  illegal  impor- 
tations are  openly  made,  with  adTantage  to  the  viola- 
tora  of  the  law,  produced  by  undervaluations,  or  other 
circumstances  involved  in  the  conrae  of  the  judicial 
proceedings  against  them. 

It  is  found,  also,  that  the  practice  of  ransoming  is  a 
cover  for  eoUusive  captures,  and  a  channel  for  inteffi- 
genoe  advantageous  to  the  enemy. 

To  remedy*  as  much  as  possible,  these  evilfl,  I  v»> 
commoid : 

That  an  efiectual  embargo  on  exports  be  inuMdl- 
ately  enacted. 

That  all  articles,  known  to  be  derived,  either  not  mt 
all,  or  in  any  immaterial  degree  only,  from  the  piodnc- 
tions  of  any  other  country  than  Great  Britain,  uid  par- 
ticularly the  extensive  articles  made  of  wool  and  ootten 
materials,  and  ardent  spirits  made  from  the  cane,  be 
expressly  and  absolutely  prohibited,  fin>m  whatever  port 
or  place,  or  in  whatever  vessels,  the  same  may  be 
brought  into  the  United  States ;  and  that  all  violations 
of  the  non-importation  act  be  subjected  to  adefuato 
penalties. 

That,  among  the  proofs  of  the  neutral  and  national 
character  of  foreign  vessels,  it  be  required  that  tlm 
masters  end  supercargoes,  and  three-fourths  at  least  of 
the  crews,  l>e  dtisens  or  subjects  of  the  oountij  under 
whose  flag  the  vessels  saiL 

That  all  persona  concerned  in  ooUuaive  captorea  by 
the  enemy,  or  in  ransoming  vessels  or  their  cai;goee 
from  the  enemy,  be  subjected  to  adequate  penattiea. 

To  shorten,  as  much  as  possible,  the  duration  of  die 
war,  it  is  indispensable  that  the  enemy  should  feel  afl 
the  pressure  that  can  be  given  to  it ;  and  the  restraints 
having  that  tendency,  will  be  borne  vrith  the  greater 
cheerftilness  by  all  good  citizens ;  as  the  restraints  vrfll 
afiect  those  most,  who  are  most  ready  to  sacrifice  the 
interest  of  their  country  in  pursuit  of  their  own. 

JAMBS  MADISOK. 

DxcaMaxm  0, 1813. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Friday,  December  10. 
EMBARGO. 

Mr.  Gbundy,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harfaora  of  iJhe 
United  States ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-dav. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Post,  that  the  bul 
be  printed ;  and  the  question  being  taken,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  53,  naya  82,  as 
follows : 

YxAs— Messia.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigeisir, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Giiley,  Cooper,  Cok, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey,  Duvall,  Ely,  Gaslsn, 
Geddes,  Urosvenor,  Hanson,  Uufty,  Hongeiloid,  Jadi- 
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•on  of  Rhode  bland,  Kent  of  New  Tork,  King  of  Mae- 
Mchiuetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Moffit,  Mont- 
gomeij,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Peanon,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Poet,  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Scbureman,  Sheffey,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Stnart,  Sturgee,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vote, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Meeen.  Alexander,  Abton,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bur- 
wel]«  Bntler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Croach,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Bppee,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
Tork,  Forney,  Franklin,  Oholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdln,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Hams,  Hubhard,  Hnm- 
l^ureya,  Ingham*  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kezr, 
kersbaWy  Lefierts,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy, 
McKee,  McKimi  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich*  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  TannehiU» 
Taylor,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White- 
hilly  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright  and  Yancey. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill ;  and,  after  some 
time  apent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


Satubday,  December  11. 

The  order  of  the  day,  on  the  bill  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  being  called  for,  Mr. 
Oakley  moved  that  the  saici  order  be  postponed 
until  Monday  next;  and  the  question  being  taken, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  45,  nays 
70,  as  follows : 

YxAs— -Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow« 
Brighamy  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley»  Cooper,  Cox, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dewev,  Duvall,  Ely,  Gaston, 
Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Kent  of  New  York,  King 
of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Miller, 
Moffit,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  John 
Reed,  Kuggles,  Schureman,  Shipherd,  Stanford,  Stock- 
too,  Stuart,  Stnrges^  Tsggart,  Thompson,  Yose,  Whea- 
ton, White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson»  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Bamett,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Calhoun,  Cheves, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Eppes,  Farrow,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franktm, 
Oholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grun- 
dy, Hall,  Hanis,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerford, 
Ingham,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Lefierts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy, 
McKim,  McLean,  Murfiree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker, 
fickens.  Piper,  I^ch,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Sey- 
bert, Sharp,  Slunner,  Smith  of  Penninrlvania,  Strong, 
TannehiU,  Taylor,  Troup,  Udree,  Whitehill,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Spbakeb  resumed  the 
Chair,  and  Mr.  Nelson  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  again  had  the  said  bill  under  consid- 
eration, and  made  amendments  therein;  which 
were  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  they 
were  again  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gabton  to  strike 
out  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert: 

'<Ssc.4.  That  the  Collectors  of  the  Customs  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  grant  a 
general  permission  to  vessels  or  boats  whose  employ- 
ment has  uniformly  been  confined  to  the  navigation  of 
bays,  sounds,  rivers,  or  lakes,  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  to  iake  on  board,  at  any  time,  any 
articles  of  domestic  or  foreign  growth,  bond  with  one 
or  more  sureties  being  previously  given  to  the  United 
States  by  the  owner  or  owners,  consignees,  or  factors^ 
of  such  vessel  or  boat,  in  an  amount  equal  to  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  each  ton  of  said  vessel,  that  such  vessel 
shall  not,  during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  depart 
from  any  district  of  the  United  States  without  haviog 
previously  obtained  a  clearance,  nor  until  the  master 
or  commander  shall  have  delivered  to  the  collector  or 
surveyor  of  the  port  of  departure  a  manifest  of  the  whole 
cargo  on  board ;  and  that  such  vessel  shall  not,  during 
the  continuance  of  this  act,  be  in  any  manner  engaged 
in  a  violation  of  this  act'' 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
nefTAtive — yeas  51,  nays  80,  as  follows: 

YsAs — ^Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cheves, 
Cil&y,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Dewey,  Duvall,  Ely, 
Gaston,  Oeddes,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hufty,  Hunger- 
ford,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Milter,  Moffit,  Montgomery, 
Moseley,  Murfree,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Post,  John  Beed,  Robertaon,  Ruggles,  Schureman, 
Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Stuiges,  Yose,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Aveiy,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Burwell, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
dict, Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvap 
nia,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Bppes,  Farrow,  Find- 
ley,  Fisk  of  Yermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Fomeprt 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grif- 
fin, Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ing- 
ham, Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Msiyland,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, Lefierts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee, 
Mc^m,  McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsbv, 
Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Riw, 
Roberts,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith 
of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Yiiginia,  Strong,  Tannehill, 
Taylor.  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White- 
hiU,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Stockton, 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill ;  on  which, 

Mr.  Stockton  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  Being  utterly  opposed  to  this 
bill  in  all  its  principles  and  details;  believing  that 
its  provisions  are  not  only  destructive  of  the  pros- 
perity, but  hostile  to  the  liberties  of  this  people ; 
I  deem  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  call  for  the 
solemn  decision  of  the  Committee  upon  its  mer- 
its, by  moving  that  the  firat  section  be  stricken 
out.  It  is  with  unfeigned  and  extreme  reluctance 
that  I  have  imposed  this  task  upon  m]rself ;  it  is 
always  irksome  to  me  to  take  a  part  in  debates 
here,  because  I  know  but  too  well  that  any  inter- 
ference of  this  side  of  the  House,  in  meaanres 
agreed  upon  by  the  other,  is  useless.  It  is,  more- 
over, manifest  to  me,  that  it  has  been  resolved  by 
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the  majority  that  this  bill,  io  all  its  deformity, 
shall  pass;  that  no  exertion  of  oars  can  arrest 
•its  progress  or  amend  its  defects.  It  is  jast,  how- 
ever, that  responsibility  should  attach  to  those 
gentlemen  by  whose  votes  it  may  be  enacted.  I 
consider  myself  bound  to  protest  against  its  pas- 
sage, and  to  defend,  however  ansuecessfuUy,  the 
rights  and  interests  of  those  who  sent  me  here, 
now  most  unjustly  and  unnecessarily  attacked ;  I 
shall  not,  however,  detain  you  long,  but  will  en- 
deavor to  express  myself  in  as  few  words  as  I  can 
use,  80  as  to  be  understood.  This  measure  is  aow 
brought  forward  as  a  war  measure;  as  such  it  has 
been  recommended  to  us  by  the  President ;  as 
such  it  has  been  defended  by  the  gentlemen  of 
the  majority  in  the  very  limited  explanations 
which  they  nave  condescended  to  give  us.  It  is 
asserted,  that  our  citizens,  forgetful  of  the  duty 
which  they  owe  to  their  country,  now  engaged 
in  war,  traitorously  supply  the  enemy  with  pro- 
visions, and  thereby  enable  him  to  carry  on  the 
war ;  tnat,  by  the  aid  of  this  bill,  the  war  will  be 
shortened,  and  brought  to  a  speedy  close ;  that,  if 
it  is  not  enacted  into  a  law,  the  enemy  will  con- 
tinue to  be  supplied,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to 
continue  the  war  as  long  as  he  shall  see  fit.  This, 
sir,  is  specious  reasoning;  and  if  I  believed  the 
premises  upon  which  it  rests,  or  had  any  confix 
deoce  in  the  conclusion  drawn,  I  would  vote  for 
all  those  parts  of  the  bill  that  I  consider  to  be 
Constitutional ;  for  there  is  nothing  which  I 
could  legally  do,  that  I  would  not  do,  to  bring 
this  war  to  a  speedy  close.  But  I  do  not  believe 
the  fact  asserted,  nor  the  deduction  made  from  it, 
supposing  it  to  be  true.  Let  us  then  examine  this 
suDject  as  it  is  placed  before  us,  first  in  point  of 
fact,  and  then  consider  whether  the  professed  ob- 
lect  "^  to  shorten  the  war"  will  probably  be  ejected 
oy  it.  I  understand  the  assertion  to  be,  that  our 
citizens  supply  the  enemy  with  provisions,  direct- 
ly and  criminally ;  it  is  not  simply  that  the  enemy 
are  fed  by  the  provisions  from  this  country,  in  the 
course  of  its  neutral  commerce,  but  that  they  are 
supplied  by  a  direct,  ill^al,  and  corrupt  traffic, 
kept  up  with  them  in  defiance  of  the  law.  This 
is  a  high  and  weighty  charge,  and  before  we  find 
our  constituents  guilty  of  it,  and  proceed  to  judg- 
ment and  punishment,  we  ought  to  rei^yire,  and 
be  furnished  with  palpable  proof  of  its  truth. 
Now,  there  is  not  a  particle  of  testimony  before 
us  to  support  the  assertion.  Does  any  member 
know  the  fact  to  be  so,  on  his  own  knowledge  t 
If  he  does,  let  him  say  so.  No  gentleman  has 
pretended  to  have  any  personal  knowledge  of  the 
fact ;  we  must,  therefore,  look  to  some  other  quar- 
ter for  the  evideace  of  its  existence.  But  I  may 
be  answered)  that  the  President  has  given  us  the 
necessary  information ;  true  it  is,  that  in  his  con- 
fidential Message,  he  has  assumed  the  fact ;  but 
he  has  not  deigned  to  furnish  this  House  with  the 
proof  upon  which  he  has  hazarded  the  assertion. 
And  yesterday,  when  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  Torlc.  (Mr.  Oakley,)  moved  that  we 
should  respectfully  apply  to  the  President  to  lay 
before  us^he  evidence  in  his  possession,  this  re- 
quest, though  highly  proper  and  reasonable,  was 


denied  by  the  raajorfty. 

d  for  full  proof  io  a  case  like  this) 


Shall,  then, 
assertion 'stand 

Does  it  comport  with  the  justice,  with  the  hono- 
rable independence  of  this  House,  to  proceed  to 
condemnation  and  punishment,  to  be  inflicted  on 
the  community  whom  we  tepresent,  and  of  whose 
rights  and  character  we  are  the  guardians,  upon 
no  other  ground  than  Executive  communication? 
I  think  not.  There  was  a  time  when  the  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  taught  and  acted  diuerent- 
ly.  Then,  jealousy  of  Executive  power  and  in- 
fluence, carried  even  to  the  extreme,  was  a  civic 
virtue;  but  now,  the  satisfaction  which  full  in- 
formation on  so  interesting  a  matter  would  have 
given  to  us  and  to  our  constituents,  has  been  held 
not  worth  the  delay  of  a  few  hours ;  and  when 
we  return  to  our  people,  and  it  shall  be  demanded 
of  us  upon  what  proof  we  convicted  them — the 
only  answer  which  we  shall  be  able  to  render  will 
be,  that  the  President  told  us  that  they  were  trad- 
ing with  the  enemv. 

Information  on  this  point  was  all-important,  to 
enable  us  to  ascertain  the  extent  and  cbarmcter  of 
the  alleged  traffic.  For  myself  I  must  say,  that 
I  do  not  believe  that  it  has  ever  been  carried  on 
to  such  an  extent  as  would  have  any  operation 
on  the  war.  On  a  small  scale,  contributing  per- 
haps to  the  comfort  of  the  naval  commanders  of 
the  enemy  on  our  coast,  it  may  have  been  done. 
That  the  enemy  should  entice  the  poor  people 
who  inhabit  the  seacoast,  to  furnish  him  with  ve- 
getables, poultry,  and  small  articles  of  this  sort, 
was  to  be  expected.  Nor  can  the  act  of  yielding 
to  the  temptation  of  a  high  price  be  justly  con- 
sidered either  unnatural  or  highly  criminal,  when 
we  reflect  upon  the  unprotected  state  in  which 
those  people  have  been  left.  And  remember,  that 
if  such  articles  are  not  furnished  voluntarily,  they 
might  and  certainly  would  be  taken  forcibly.  An^ 
shall  we  destroy  what  remains  of  the  commerce 
of  this  great  community  for  such  a  cause  as  this? 
If,  then,  there  is  no  evidence  before  us  of  the  fact, 
shall  we  presume  it  ?  No,  we  ought  noL  I  do 
not  believe,  I  will  not  sufier  myself  to  beliere^(in 
theabsenceof  testimony  and  personal  knowledge,) 
that  the  citizens  of  this  country  supply  the  enemy 
with  the  means  of  carrying  on  the  war  on  our 
coasts.  I  consider  the  accusation  as  unfounded ; 
and  instead  of  acting  upon  it  as  a  truth,  will,  un- 
less I  have  further  information,  repel  it  as  false. 

Let  me  ask,  if  this  unlawful  traffic  has  been 
carried  on  to  the  enormous  extent  contended  for, 
why  haVe  the  laws  been  permitted  to  slumber 
over  it  ?  Why  has  not  the  criminal  (as  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  New  York.  Mr.  GaoavsNOR. 
said  vesterdayj  been  exposed,  arraigned,  punished 
and  disgraced  ?  There  has  not  been  a  conviction 
to  my  knowledge,  for  this  offence,  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  United  States.  Surely  our  Gh>Tern- 
ment,  with  its  tribe  of  officers  and  dependentsi 
would  have  discovered  the  guilty.  Had  the  guilt 
have  been  committed,  our  independent  courts  and 
jurymen  would  have  punished  the  offender.  The 
offence  then  most  have  been  rarely  committed,  if 
it  ever  has  been  committed. 

In  New  Jerrey,  there  are  as  vaany  fiieiiities  for 


2087 


mSTORy  OF  CONOBBSa 


2038 


Supplemental  Joumal-^Efnbargo, 


eariying  on  ibis  commerce  as  anywhere.  We 
haye  a  seaboard  extending  from  the  Capes  of 
Delaware  to  Sandy  Hook,  inhabited  by  many 
poor  people,  along  which  the  British  squadron 
has  been  cruising  from  the  time  when  war  was 
first  declared.  But  I  have  never  heard,  nor  do  I 
believe,  that  the  enemy  has  received  from  New  Jer- 
sey any  supplies  important  in  the  war.  Though 
it  is  very  likely  that  he  may  have  obtained  some 
accommodation  of  the  trifling  nature  I  have  al- 
luded to.  But,  even  of  this,  f  have  no  direct  in- 
formation or  personal  knowledge.  This  bill  then 
wants  the  fundamental  fact  on  which  it  has  been 
recommended  to  us.  If  this  ostensible  cause  far- 
nishes  the  real  motive  for  this  procedure,  it  is 
enough  to  induce  us  to  vote  against  it.  that  we  have 
neither  evidence,  knowledge,  or  well-founded  be- 
lief of  the  existence  of  that  cause  as  a  fact.  But 
suppose  that  we,  too,  assume  the  fact,  that  our 
people  do  trade  largely  and  criminally  with  the 
enemy,  furnishioff  him  with  provisions  for  his 
fleet  and  army.  Is  embargo  the  proper  remedy  ? 
b  the  fruit  to  be  expected  from  it  worth  the  migh- 
ty sacrifice  which  will  attend  it?  Will  it,  as  is 
asserted,  ^  shorten  the  war  ?" 

The  proper  reward  of  guilt  is  punishment — but 
it  is  the  guilty  man  only  who  should  be  punished. 
If  your  Taws  are  inefficient,  revise  and  amend 
them.     If  your  officers  are  careless,  remove  them 
and  appoint  those  who  are  more  vigilant.    But  do 
not  punish  a  whole  people  because  of  a  few  sin- 
ners.   In  regard  to  its  operation  on  the  war — is 
there  any  foundation  for  the  supposition  that  the 
enemy  cannot  sustain  it  without  the  aid  they  re- 
ceive from  our  citizens  ?    What  great  warlike 
nation,  armed  at  all  points,  was  ever  starved  into 
a  peace  1    It  is  true,  that  it  might  be  put  to  addi- 
tional trouble  and  expense ;  but  that  tnis  war  will 
be  carried  on  against  us  as  extensively  and  effect- 
ually, after  the  passage  of  this  bill  as  before,  until 
we  abandon  the  system,  a  few  months  will  I  fear 
abundantly  evince.    All  history,  as  well  as  our 
own  observation,  must  convince  us  that  such  pro- 
jects produce  effects  directly  the  reverse  of  what 
their  authors  intend.    Such  an  attempt  was  made 
on  France  by  Britain,  in  an  early  stage  of  the 
French  Revolution.    Then  a  {;reat  scarcity  pre* 
vailed  in  France,  and  the  British  Minister  at- 
tempted to  coerce  her  into  submission  by  cutting 
off  her  foreign  supplies.    But  what  was  the  con- 
sequence 1    Did  it  "  shorten  the  war"  and  bring 
France  to  terms?    The  very  reverse  actually 
happened  -,  the  spirit  of  the  nation  was  roused  $ 
every  foot  of  ground  was  cultivated  ;  plenty  re- 
turned ;  the  plan  was  rendered  abortive,  and  has 
been  justly  considered  the  weakest  that  was  ever 
attempted  by  the  Minister  who  conceived  it.    The 
British  is  the  last  nation  to  be  materially  affected 
by  this  scheme,  and  it  is  vanity  itself  to  imagine 
that  she  will  yield  to  such  a  pressure.    The  time 
also  that  we  nave  selected,  is  the  most  unfoTtn* 
nate  that  could  have  beevchosen  for  the*  experi- 
ment.   Britain  is  now  allied  against  France  with 
all  the  other  great  continental  Powers ;  her  fleets 
still  command  the  ocean ;  the  granaries  of  Eu- 
rope are  open  to  her  |  through  the  Baltic  she  may 


command  the  wheat  of  the  North ;  the  isles  and 
countries  bordering  on  the  Mediterranean  offer 
an  abundant  supply,  upon  as  good  terms  as  those 
at  which  it  coald  be  obtained  here;  her  own  har- 
vests have  been  for  the  last  year  most  abundant; 
and  can  we  reasonably  expect  to  "shorten  a  war" 
began  by  ourselves,  with  such  a  nation,  by  such 
means?  No!  it  is  mere  delusion.  Distress  our 
own  people  we  may,  and  certainly  will,  by  such 
expedients;  but  if  we  do  not  end  this  war  until 
the  embargo  gives  us  peace,  we  shall  wage  it  ad 
Grcecas  (StlencUie,  We  shall  not  even  take  our 
enemy  by  surprise.  He  is  not  only  apprized  of 
our  disposition  to  starve  him,  but  has  already  felt 
what  our  restrictive  energies  can  perform,  and 
past  experience  should  have  taught  us  how  worth- 
less and  destructive  such  a  policy  is.  We  began 
this  sort  of  warfare  in  1806.  Then  we  prohibited 
the  importation  of  certain  articles,  selected  very 
wisely,  expectinc^  to  distress  her  great  manufac- 
turers/but  it  produced  nothing.  In  1808  we  called 
to  our  aid  embargo ;  that  was  to  starve  her  island- 
ers ;  we  kept  it  up  until  we  were  tired  of  it,  then 
abandoned  it,  and  were  laughed  at  by  the  British 
Minister.  We  next  resorted  to  non-intercourse, 
both  with  England  and  France.  This  neither 
coerced  England,  nor  satisfied  France;  and  final- 
ly we  were  obliged  to  declare  war.  Let  us  no 
longer  be  deceived.  If  we  mean  to  conquer 
peace,  (as  the  fashionable  phrase  is;)  if  we  mean 
to  attempt  to  "  shorten  the  war*^  by  any  efforts  of 
our  own,  let  them  be  noble  and  manly.  Let  us 
cherish  (as  far  as  we  get  any)  our  commerce;  to 
replenish  our  treasury ;  to  enable  our  citizens  to 
support  the  burdens  imposed,  and  to  be  imposed 
upon  them ;  unrestrained  by  too  much  regulation 
it  will  take  care  of  itself.  Let  us  sacredly  obey 
the  Constitution  and  laws,  in  war  as  well  as  in 
peace,  whatever  we  may  think  of  their  justice  or 
policy.  Let  us  face  the  enemy  like  men.  Meet 
an  invading  foe  on  the  shore  of  our  seas,  and  let 
that  be  the  field  of  battle.  Let  those  who  made 
this  war;  those  who  delight  in  a  war  of  invasion 
and  conquest ;  those  who  aspire  to  the  honor  of 
being  the  founders  of  the  great  Western  Commer- 
mercial  Empire,  which  will  reach  from  Halifax 
through  the  Caoadas  and  Lakes  to  New  Orleans; 
let  these  men  shorten  the  war  on  the  ramparts  of 
Cloebec.  Thither  let  the  brave  Western  militia 
(who  have  covered  themselves  with  unfading 
fflory)  resort.  Happily,  on  their  route,  they  may 
fall  in  with  their  brethren  of  the  standing  army ; 
be  able  to  inspire  its  Generals  with  wisdom  and 
concord,  and  infuse  into  the  men  a  portion  of 
their  own  martial  spirit.  Then  may  our  people 
forget  the  errors  which  have  attended  our  career; 
this  army  redeem  itself  from  disgrace,  and  the 
American  name  be  as  famous  for  deeds  of  valor 
on  the  land,  as  it  is  already  for  those  performed 
on  the  ocean. 

It  is  worthy  the  grave  attention  of  this  Com- 
mittee to  consider  what  will  be  the  operation  of 
this  measure  upon  ourselves ;  for  if  its  tendency 
is  to  injure  us  more  than  the  enemy,  we  ought 
not  to  adopt  it.  By  this  measure,  we  shall  ffive 
a  most  severe  blow  to  the  farming  interest  Jtrom 
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Carolioa  to  New  England.  Yes ;  the  interest  of 
that  large  and  valuable  portion  of  oor  commani- 
ij — the  bone  and  nerve  of  the  body  politic — is 
sacrificed  by  this  bill.  The  wheat  and  corn  mar- 
ket will  be  destroyed.  Wheat  now  commands 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty  cents  a  bushel.  Afier  this  law  shall  have 
been  in  operation  a  few  months,  the  price  will  be 
merely  nominal.  The  crops  of  the  next  season 
will  find  no  market.  All  our  trade,  internal  as 
well  as  external,  is  by  this  act  placed  under  the 
Presidential  ban.  Even  one  part  of  our  country 
in  want,  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  its  supplies 
from  another,  where  the  article  may  be  rotting 
in  warehouses.  The  member  from  Louisiana  in- 
formed us  yesterday,  that  this  would  probably  be 
the  condition  of  the  people  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Mobile.  But  he  was  gravely  answered  by  the 
honorable  Speaker,  that  if  such  cases  occurred, 
Che  people  must  remove  to  a  more  plentiful  coun- 
try !  What  I  have  said  of  wheat,  and  of  the  mid- 
dle States,  applies  to  every  other  article  of  country 
produce,  and  to  every  farmer  in  the  United  States. 
We  shall  take  from  him  the  fair  price  of  his  labor, 
which  has  enabled  him  hitherto  to  maintain  and 
educate  his  children.  You  take  it  from  him,  too, 
at  a  time  when  he  is  taxed  almost  for  the  air 
which  he  breathes.  But  the  mischief  is  still 
greater  in  particular  States.  By  this  fatal  meas- 
ure, you  unite  with  the  enemy  in  depriving  many 
in  the  Eastern  States  of  their  living,  of  their  em- 
ployments, without  which  they  can  scarcely  ex- 
ist. A  large  portion  of  that  community  live  by 
commerce ;  their  land  is  cold  and  sterile,  but  their 
minds  and  bodies  active  and  strong;  they  live  by 
the  ocean.  Is  it  an  object  of  this  bill  to  take 
from  them  their  all,  because  the  enemy  have  not 
yet  done  so  ? 

By  this  bill  we  shall  reduce  them  from  afllo- 
«nee  to  poverty ;  we  place  before  them  the  sad 
alternative  of  breaking  through  the  restraints  of 
this  law  or  starving ;  and  are  we  not  about  to  in- 
cur a  most  fearful  risk?  It  appears  to  me,  that  this 
measure  leads  to  consequences  the  most  alarming ; 
and  of  which  I  will  not  permit  myself  to  speaa. 
But  I  do  conjure  the  gentlemen  of  the  majority 
to  pause  for  one  moment  and  reflect ;  I  conjure 
all  who,  with  me,  consider  the  Union  of  these 
States  as  the  ark  of  our  political  safety,  and  there- 
fore to  be  cherished  beyond  all  other  objects ;  I 
conjure  every  patriotic  man  to  take  care  how  he 
adopts  so  rash  an  expedient.  There  is  a  point 
beyond  which  freemen  will  not  be  compelled  to 
go ;  but  I  forbear. 

Thb  fatal  measure  will  not  only  destroy  the 
whole  of  the  export  trade  which  the  enemy  may 
leave  us,  but  also  our  import  trade.  We  impover- 
ish the  Treasury,  and  tax  most  enormously  every 
citizen  in  his  consumption  of  foreign  articles  of 
the  first  necessitv.  What  neutral  will  come  to 
our  ports  when  he  cannot  take  away  a  return 
either  in  specie  or  produce?  None,  lie  will  de- 
sert these  inhospitable  shores,  and  betake  himself 
to  other  markets.  The  current  of  trade  will  be 
essentially  and  perhaps  permanentlv  changed. 
Oar  already  exhausted  Treasury  will  oe  deprived 


of  milliooa  of  dollars  now  so  maeh  wanted  Ux 
the  public  exigencies.  And  articles,  by  Jong  hab* 
its,  become  necessaries  of  life—soch  as  sogar,  tea, 
^C;  will,  like  your  penalties,  be  quadrupled  ia 
price.  Let  us  not  destroy  oar  own  children,  thai 
we  may  inflict  a  light  stroke  upon  the  enemy. 

What  I  have  said,  in  regard  to  the  alleged  trade 
with  the  enemy,  and  its  probable  operation  on  the 
war  here,  had  no  reference  to  the  provision  tnde 
carried  on  through  neutral  ports,  and  which  may 
ultimately  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  armio 
serving  against  the  French  in  the  Peninftula.  By 
prohibiting^  this  trade,  (as  this  bill  does,)  we  may 
perhaps  distress  the  aiued  armv,  and  for  a  short 
time  paralyze  its  efforts.    Bat  let  me  ask  gentle- 
men whether  this  is  the  real  object  masked  un- 
der a  charge  against  our  citizens  of  illegally 
trading  with  the  enemjr  ?    Have  we  indeed  been 
conducted  by  the  invuible  hand  to  thiis  point? 
Do  we  really  wish  to  be  the  open  aider*  and 
abettors  of  the  Iron  Ein^  in  his  wicked  war 
against  Portugal  and  Spain  ?    Do  we  really  de- 
sire to  throw  our  mite,  our  little  spiteful  mite, 
into  the  scale  of  the  tyrant,  against  nations  fight- 
ing for  their  native  land  to  repel  an  usurping  in- 
vader ?  I  hope  not,  sir.    This  is  not  the  aentimeat 
of  the  nation,  yet  thb  bill  will  effect  all  thatcaa 
be  covertly  done  by  this  Gbvernment  in  aid  of  the 
French.    But  even  this  effort,  unwise  as  it  is,  will 
be  ineffectual.    The  cause  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
will  succeed ;  we  may  embarrass  their  operations 
for  a  momenta  but  other  nations  will  gladly  supply 
what  we  shall  withdraw.    And  is  this  the  time 
to  unite  our  efforts  with  those  of  the  French  t 
The  cause  of  the  tyrant  is  on  the  wane ;  Europe 
has  arisen  from  her  slumbers,  and  is  in  arma 
Whilst  we  are  adding  another  knot  to  the  "magic 
cord"  with  which  he  has  encircled  us — which  was 
to  have  been  cut,  bat  has  not  been  cut  by  the  swoid 
of  war — whilst  we  are  affixing  our  empty  rattling 
^  canister  to  the  tail  of  the  beast,"  the  huntsmen 
are  in  sight;  the  extended  spear  may  reach  him; 
he  dies,  or  he  lives  to  devour  us.    Mistaken,  dis- 
astrous policy !    Thus  to  throw  the  weight  of  a 
free  people  into  the  scale  of  the  oppressor  of  the 
world^  who  has  forever  returned  our  caresses  by 
injustice  and  insult  1    It  does  really  appear  to  me, 
that  the  passage  of  this  bill,  connected  with  other 
matters  recommended  for  adoption,  in  the  Presi- 
dent's confidential  Message,  (for  this  is  only  the 
first  act  of  the  drama,)  we  are  to  be  made  prin- 
cipal actors  in  the  great  continental  plan  of  con- 
quering England  by  destroying  her  commeree. 
And  shall  we  meanly  come  in  at  the  expiring  end 
of  this  abortive  scheme,  to  receive  and  to  merit 
the  chastisement  of  a  world  ?    This  embarso  it 
only  a  part  of  the  Executive  plan ;  this  bill  was 
brought  into  the  House  by  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Kelations  as  a  report  in  part.    The  Presideet 
has  advised  us  to  prohibit  the  importations  fros 
neutral  ports,  of  such  fabrics  as  are  usually  mede 
in  England.    When  tthis  recommendation  shall 
also  become  a  law,  he  need  only  add  a  power  in 
the  collectors  to  burn  all  goods  which  they  sus- 
pect to  be  of  English  manufacture,  and  we  have 
the  French  system  in  its  very  essence. 
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But,  sir,  it  it  not  merely  to  the  geoeral  prioci- 
plesaod  policy  of  this  bill  that  I  object;  its  de- 
tailsyaUo,  present  tomy  iniod  most  serioas  grounds 
of  complaint.    They  are  strange  and  alarming, 
OTerturoing  principles  fundamental  to  our  free 
institutions,  and  exposing  the  persons  and  prop- 
erty of  the  citizens  to  arbitrary  sway.    Having 
bad  no  opportunity  to  examine  .this  bill,  (the 
House  refusing  yesterday  to  print  it,)  my  recol- 
lection of  its  particular  provisions  may  not  be 
precisely  correct.    I  can  therefore  only  present 
to  the  view  of  the  Committee  a  few  general  ob* 
lections  to  the  form  which  has  been  given  to  iL 
In  the  tirst  place,  the  penalties  appear  to  me  to 
be  anreasonably  severe,  and  disproportionate — 
making  no  discrimination  between  di0*erent  de- 
greesof  guilt — taking  from  the  courts  the  common 
power  to  graduate  the  degrees  of  pnnisbment,  and 
apportion  them  to  the  circumstances  of  each  case, 
involving  all  who  transgress  one  ^^  tittle"  of  the 
law  in  indiscriminate  ruin.    Every  law  should 
have  a  proper  sanction  to  secure  its  execution  ; 
every  crime  should  be  punished  so  as  to  reclaim 
the  offender,  or  deter  others  from  doing  the  like. 
All  beyond  this  is  abuse  of  power.    The  Amer- 
iiaa  people  have  shown  much  concern  on  this 
Important  point.    They  have  expressed  their  dis- 
approbation of  severe  punishment  by  generally 
ameliorating  their  criminal  codes.    This  bill  con- 
fiscates the  vessel  and  carao,  the  carriage  and 
goods  of  every  man  who  infringes  its  provisions; 
and  superadds  a  penalty  of  four-fold  the  value  of 
the  whole  !    This  is  the  rule  even  in  cases  where 
the  vessel,  or  carriage  and  goods,  are  seized  and 
confiscated.    This  is  enormous,  and  beyond  all 
bounds  of  justice  and  reason.    Besides,  there  is 
no  discrimioatioa  between  the  case  of  him  who 
shall  break  this  law  with  the  criminal  intent  to 
aid  the  enemy,  and  him  who  may  attempt  to  send 
away  his  goods  to  a  neutral  port,  to  save  himself 
from  ruin.    And  yet  no  one  can  pretend  that  the 
^de  of  criminality  is  the  same.    This  bill  also 
invests  the  President,  and  through.him  the  cus- 
tom-house officers,  with  powers  of  vast  extent, 
affecting  the  personal  rights  and  property  of  our 
citizens,  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  our 
Constitution  and  laws.     Custom-house  officers 
may  enter  houses  and  seize  the  property  of  any 
mam  whom  they  shall  see  lit  lo  suspect.    They 
may  even  interrupt  the  transportation  by  land,  of 
the  produce  of  the  eountry  from  one  place  to  an- 
other, within  the  United  States,  (a  branch  of  bu- 
siness now  of  the  utmost  importance,)  under  pre- 
tence that  a  wagon  is  going  towards  a  port  from 
which  the  goods  might  be  exported — or  towards 
a  place  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy.    The 
President's  orders  constitute  the  law  of  the  land, 
going  as  far  as  a  law  of  Congress  can  give  full 
and  entire  protection  to  the  person  executing  such 
orders. 

The  good  old  rule  which  we  received  from  our 
ancestors,  and  to  be  found  in  Magna  CTtarta^  that 
no  freeman  shall  be  passed  dfpon  either  in  person 
or  property  but  by  due  course  of  law,  is  lost  sight 
of,  and  the  American  people  are  placed  under  the 
dominion  of  a  single  man.    But  this  i»  not  the 


most  deformed  picture  of  the  bill ;  the  means  by 
which  these  formidable  powers  are  to  be  executed, 
are  still  more  dangerous  and  alarming.  The  col- 
lectors and  custom-house  officers  (famous  in  his- 
tory for  acts  of  oppression)  may  call  to  their  aid 
military  force,  whenever  they  see  fit,  without  con- 
trol or  responsibility.  This  prostrates  at  once  the 
liberty  of  the  people  ;  it  is  executing  civil  process 
by  military  power,  where  no  actual  resistance  has 
been  made  to  the  civil  authority.  There  is  no 
shield  interposed  between  the  breast  of  the  citizen 
and  the  bayonet  of  the  soldier ;  all  depends  on  the 
discretion  of  a  custom-house  officer.  A  host  of 
petty  tyrants  will  desolate  the  land,  anil  woe  be 
to  him  who  shall  incur  their  resentment;  they 
have  only  to  point  out  an  individual  as  an  object 
of  suspicion,  and  the  military  force  raised  to  de- 
fend bis  rights  m  ay  assault  his  castle  and  seize 
his  person.  This  strikes  at  the  root  of  oar  free 
institutions ;  it  is  proclaiming  martial  law ;  it  is 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this 
nation.  The  Constitution  invests  Congress  with 
power  '-  to  call  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Union."  Military  force  cannot  be 
resorted  to  originally,  not  even  the  militia  force ; 
much  less  can  a  mercenary  army  be  at  once  called 
in.  Within  this  section  a  military  force  can  only 
be  used  when  the  civil  power  has  been  found  to 
be  incompetent.  The  act  of  Congress  pused 
duriiig  the  first  Administration,  to  give  effect  to 
this  Constitutional  provision,  expressly  requires 
a  judicial  certificate  from  a  judge  of  the  United 
Slates  that  the  civil  authority  is  incooopetent, 
before  the  militia  can  be  "  called  forth.''  But  the 
■bill  before  us  contains  no  such  provision  ;  mili- 
tary force  may  be .  resorted  to  in  all  cases  at  the 
discretion  of  the  collectors.  And  let  me  ask,  if 
it  has  been  reserved  for  these  gentlemen,  formerly 
so  watchful  of  the  liberty  of  the  people,  so  alarmed 
at  every  extension  of  Executive  power,  to  do  more 
to  destroy  the  one  and  extend  the  other,  than  they 
have  ever  accused  their  opponents  of  intending? 
I  move,  sir,  that  this  bill  be  amended,  by  striking 
out  its  first  section. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said,  he  was  highly  gratified  thai 
his  honorable  friend  from  New  Jersey,  had  moved 
to  strike  out  the  first  section,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  trying  the  principle  of  the  bill. 

From  the  tenor  of  the  President's  Message  ree- 
ommendiog  this  measure,  as  well  as  from  the  bill 
itself,  he  was  satisfied  that  an  embargo  was  now 
to  be  laid,  to  continue  during  the  present  war; 
and  that,  so  far  as  it  depended  on  the  power  of 
the  Govern  men t,  all  intercourse  was  to  be  stop- 
ped between  the  United  Sutes  and  the  rest  of 
the  world,  during  that  period.  As  to  the  dura- 
tion of  the  war,  it  was  beyond  the  reach  of  ordi- 
nary calculation.  If,  as  some  gentlemen  have 
declared,  both  in  and  out  of  this  House,  peace  is 
not  to  be  made  until  the  Canadasand  Nova  Sco- 
tia are  conquered  and  ceded  to  us  by  treaty,  the 
period  of  the  termination  of  the  war  is  far  distant 

indeed. 

The  embargo  is  recommended  by  the  President, 
as  a  measure  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent  all 
intercourse  with  the  enemy,  not  only  on  our  froa- 
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tiers  and  along  our  coasts,  bat  also  to  prerent 
any  indirect  trade  with  them,  by  means  of  neu- 
trals, in  all  parts  of  their  dominion,  and  thereby 
distressing^  them  to  that  degree  as  to  induce  them 
to  make  peace. 

He  had  thought  that  this  new  system  of  war- 
fare, by  embargo  and  noo*intercourse,  had  been 
tried  and  founu  wanting.  He  well  remembered, 
when  war  was  in  fact  declared,  it  was  stated  by 
its  advocates  that  the  restrictive  system  was  to  be 
abandoned. 

We  are  now,  however,  said  Mr.  P.,  not  only  to 
have  war,  with  all  its  calamities,  but,  during  the 
continuance  of  it,  we  are  also  to  superadd  all 
the  evils  of  an  embargo,  and  a  complete  non-inter- 
course with  all  the  world. 

He  begged  the  Committee  to  consider,  in  the 
first  place,  whether  the  effects  and  operation  of 
this  measure  upon  the  enemy,  would  be  such  as 
was  contemplated ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  to  re- 
flect upon  the  effects  and  operation  of  it  upon 
ourselves. 

That  the  enemy  in  Canada,  and  along  our 
coast,  have  been  furnished  by  our  citizens,  as  well 
as  by  neutrals,  with  some  articles  of  provisions, 
was  not  to  be  doubted ;  but,  would  it  for  a  mo- 
ment be  believed,  if  those  supplies  could  be  en- 
tirely prevented,  that  the  armies  of  the  enemy 
would  be  obliged  to  leave  Canada,  or  their  fleets 
compelled  to  abandon  our  coasts  t 

Toey  might  not,  indeed,  have  all  the  conve- 
niences, but  they  would  have  all  the  necessaries 
of  life.  Their  ships  have  always  a  Itrse  supply 
of  beef,  pork,  and  ship  bread,  suflScient  for  almost 
any  length  of  time  they  might  remain  here.  But 
if  the  laws  now  in  force  are  insufficient  to  pre* 
vent  these  supplies,  will  an  embargo  produce  this 
effect  ?  Mr.  P.  said,  he  would  never  approve  or 
justify  the  conduct  of  any  of  our  citizens  in  trad- 
ing with  the  enemy.  Those  who  are  thus  guilty 
are  now  punishable,  not  only  with  the  loss  of 
their  property,  but  are  also  liable  to  a  flne  and 
imprisonment.  Let  the  law  be  enforced  upon 
the  offenders  with  the  utmost  rigor,  but  do  not 
punish  a  whole  commnnitv,  on  account  of  the 
criminality  of  a  few  individuals.  You  may  pass 
what  laws  you  please,  this  intercourse  cannot  be 
entirely  prevented.  When  the  temptation  from 
a  prospect  of  gain  is  so  great,  and  this  temptation 
will  be  much  greater  from  the  effects  of  the  em- 
bargo itself,  individuals  will  always  be  found, 
whose  patriotism  will  be  unable  to  resist  it. 

In  favor  of  this  measure  it  is  also  urged  that, 
by  permitting  our  provisions  and  raw  materials 
to  depart  from  our  ports,  they  find  their  way  ei- 
ther directly  or  indirectly  to  the  ports  of  the  ene* 
my,  and  that  British  manufactures  also,  through 
various  channels,  find  their  way  into  our  ports, 
by  which  means  the  enemy  are,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, relieved  from  the  pressure  of  the  war. 

To  prevent  this,  and  thereby  to  compel  the 
enemy  to  listen  to  overtures  of  peace,  on  our  own 
terms,  all  intercourse  with  any  part  of  the  world 
is  to  be  prohibited. 

It  is  unfortunate,  said  Mr.  P.,  that  past  expe- 
rience has  not  taught  us  lessons  of  political  wis-, 


dom  on  this  subject.    For  many  vears,  Kogbuid 
and  America  have  been  the  only  considerable 
commercial  nations  in  the  world.    With  a  ton- 
nage almost  equal  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  supe- 
rior to  that  of  all  the  rest  of  Europe  beside^  our 
merchants,  when  neutral,  were  almost  without  a 
rival  in  every  market.   The  vessels  of  the  United 
States  are  driven  from  the  ocean,  and  locked  up 
in  our  own  ports.    Great  Britain  has  the  com- 
merce of  the  world  at  her  command,  with  the  ez> 
ception  of  that  of  the  United  States,  and  of  those 
countries  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  Bm- 
peror  of  France.    The  North  of  Europe,  by  way 
of  the  Baltic,  is  now  open  to  her.    The  extensive 
countries  bordering  on  this  sea,  furnish  a  market 
for  a  large  proportion  of  her  manufactures,  and 
from  whence  also  she  is  able  to  draw  large  sap- 
plies  ;  and.  whatever  opinions  may  be  formed  as 
to  the  result  of  the  present  campaign  in  the  North 
of  Europe,  we  may  safely  calculate  that  the 
"frightful  climate" of  Russia  will  not  again  soon 
be  encountered  by  the  French  armies.    While 
Russia,  therefore,  is  open  to  British  commerce, 
her  manufactures  will  find  their  way,  not  only 
into  that  country,  but  into  the  interior  of  Europe. 
The  Mediterranean  and  the  Black  Sea  are  ako 
open,  and  from  the  countries  bordering  on  theses 
she  can,  and  does,  obtain  iar^e  quantities  of  wheat 
fiour.    Whatever  trade  Africa  may  have,  it  is  at 
the  command  of  the  British ;  and  the  whole  trade 
of  the  East  Indies,  the  East  India  Islands  and 
China,  are  entirely  in  her  possession,  and  under 
her  control.   Add  to  these,  the  Brazils,  the  Span- 
ish West  Indies,  and  the  whole  of  Spanish  Ame- 
rica.    With  this  extensive  commercial  range, 
who  can  seriously  believe  that  our  embargo,  eveii 
though  enforced  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  can 
bring  such  distress  upon  her  fleets  and  armies,  or 
upon  her  West  India  Islands   or  can  so  injure 
her  manufactures,  as  that  Great  Britain  wiU  be 
compelled  to  sue  for  peace  ?    But,  said  Mr.  P., 
the  effects  and  operation  of  this  measure  upon 
our  own  country,  and  upon  our  citizens,  ought 
not  to  escape  our  attention.    With  an  embargo, 
limited  in  duration  to  the  end  of  this  war,  what, 
in  the  meantime,  is  to  become  of  the  rest  of  the 
surplus  produce  of  our  soil?    It  must  rot  upon 
our  hands,  or  our  citizens  must  be  driven  to  dif- 
ferent objects  of  pursuit.    There  are  three  great 
interests  in  this  country — the  agricultural,  com- 
mercial, and  manufacturiuj^.    Such  interests,  in- 
stead of  being  opposed,  do,  in  fact,  mutually  sup- 
port, and  are  supported  by,  each  other ;  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  a  wise  Legislature  to  give  all  proper 
encouragement  and  protection  to  them  all.    Nei- 
ther should  be  sacrificed  to  promote  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  other.   Spread,  as  our  citizens  are,  over 
an  extensive  country,  reaching  almost  from  the 
polar  to  the  tropical  regions — a  country,  difiering 
materially  in  soil,  in  climate,  and  in  productions; 
these  different  interests,  in  different  sections,  have 
more  or  less  predominated  among  them.    Cat 
off  from  all  intercourse  with  the  rest  of  the  world, 
the  agricultural  as  well  as  the  commercial  interest 
of  our  citizens,  will,  in  a  great  measure,  be  sacri- 
ficed. What  is  to  beeomeof  the  great  staples  of  oar 
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country?  Tbecottoo,  tobaeeoaiid  riee^of  the  South; 
the  wheat  and  flour  of  the  Middle  States;  and  the 
lumber,  beef,  pork,  corn,  eoro  meal,  and  (be  was 
about  to  add,  said  Mr,  P.,  the  fisheries,  but  these 
the  war  has  already  aoDihilated)  of  the  North 
and  East.  The  price  of  all  these,  as  well  as 
others,  the  produce  of  our  soil,  roost  be  greatly  re- 
duced, or  the  quantity  diminished  to  that  of  our 
own  consumption,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the 
price  of  all  those  articles  for  which  we  are,  and 
must  be  dependent  upon  foreign  nations,  such  as 
sugar,  coffee,  teas,  dbc,  which  are  now  considered 
as  necessaries  of  life  in  every  family,  must  be  en* 
haneed  beyond  all  calculation. 

Although  the  effects  of  this  embargo  and  non- 
iDtercourse  will  be  felt  severely  in  almost  every 
part  of  the  United  States,  yet,  said  Mr.  P.,  it 
muat  fall  with  peculiar  hardship  on  those  States 
where  a  great  proportion  of  our  shipping  ia  owned, 
and  which  have  sometimes  been  called  the  navi- 
gating States.  The  war,  it  is  true,  has  already, 
in  a  great  measure,  destroyed  their  navigation ; 
and  the  embargo  now  comes  in  to  complete  the 
destruction  of  that  part  which  the  war  had  left 
them.  In  1810,  the  whole  tonnage  of  the  United 
States  was  estimated  to  be  1,424,781,  and  of  this 
the  New  England  States  and  the  State  of  New 
York  owned  881,840,  leaving,  for  all  the  other 
States,  but  542,944,  and  of  this  whole  tonnage, 
Maasacbuaetts  alone  owned  4d5.20a 

In  ttCBTly  two  hundred  years'  have  the  people 
of  Massachusetts  and  the  Bast  been  accustomed 
to  obtain  a  sobsistenoe  for  themselves  and  fami- 
lies by  commerce.  Situated,  as  many  of  them 
are,  along  the  seacoast,  on  a  hard,  sterile  soil,  and 
io  a  severe  climate,  their  ships  are  their  all.  De- 
prived of  these,  they  have  nothing  left.  Can  you 
expect,  said  Mr.  P.,  to  changes  the  habits  of  these 
people,  or  to  stop  them  in  those  pursuits  to  which 
they  have  so  long  been  accustomed?  As  well 
might  you  attempt  to  change  the  regular  succes- 
sion of  Summer  and  Winter,  of  day  and  night ; 
as  well  might  you  attempt  to  stop  the  ebbing  and 
flowing  of  the  sea. 

But,  said  Mr,  P.,  let  gentlemen  also  seriously 
reflect  upon  the  effects  this  measure  must  neces- 
sarily have  upon  the  revenue  of  the  country.  All 
exportation  being  prohibited,  importations,  of 
course,  must  soon  cease.  Indeed,  the  President's 
Measage  recommends  what  will  amount  almost 
to  a  total  prohibition  of  imports  as  well  as  ex- 
ports. 

Additional  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,  to 
a  large  amount,  are  the  only  sources  of  revenue 
to  which  we  can  resort.  The  late  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  as  well  as  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  have  hitherto  considered  it  as  indis* 
pensably  necessary  to  raise  a  sura  annually,  which 
should  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  and  reim- 
bursement of  the  public  debt,  to  defray  the  ordi- 
nary peace  expanses  of  the  Gk)verninent,  andialso 
to  pay  the  interest  of  the  war  loans.  The  suras 
necessary  for  the  two  first  objecta  have  been  esti- 
mated at  between  nine  and  ten  millions  of  dollars; 
and  the  interest  of  the  war  loans,  at  the  close  of 
the  present  year,  caniioi-  be  less  than  three  mil- 


lions. The  amount  of  the  double  duties  on  im* 
ports  was  estimated  at  five  millions  of  dollars ; 
the  residue  was  to  be  derived  from  the  direct  tax, 
and  from  the  internal  duties  imposed  during  the 
last  session  of  Conirress,  together  with  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands. 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  imports, 
and  to  pay  the  increasing  interest  of  the  war 
loans,  an  additional  sum  of  not  less  than  &we  mil- 
lions of  dollars  must  be  raised,  either  by  direct 
taxes,  or  from  other  internal  resources.  How,  it 
mav  be  asked,  can  the  people  of  this  country,  with 
little  or  no  market  for  their  produce,  and  with 
the  enhanced  prices  of  all  foreign  articles,  pay 
annually  by  internal  taxes  the  enormous  sum  of 
from  ten  to  twelve  millions  of  dollars? 

The  President,  in  his  Message  at  the  opening 
of  the  present  session,  has  told  us  that  **the  war 
^  is  illustrating  the  capacity  and  the  destiny  of  the 
^  United  States,  to  be  a  great,  a  flourishing,  and  a 
'  powerful  nation." 

That  the  United  States,  if  left  to  themselves, 
are  destined  to  be  great,  flourishing,  and  power- 
ful, few,  perhaps,  will  doubt.  But,  sir,  they  are 
not  to  become  so  by  embargoes  and  non-inter* 
course.  They  are  not  to  become  so  by  a  syatem 
which  goes  to  paralyze  and  destrov  the  energies 
of  the  nation.  They  are  not  to  become  either 
great  or  powerful,  by  the  exercise  of  the  passive, 
but  by  calling  into  operation  the  active  virtues  of 
their  citizens. 

A«  this  war  is  said  to  be  waged  for  free  com« 
merce  and  sailors'  rights,  let  the  merchants  em* 
ploy  their  vessels  in  the  trade,  which  is  still  left 
open  to  them;  and  let  our  ^ilors  fight  their  way 
to  a  market,  on  that  element  where  their  rights 
have  been  infringed. 

Mr.  Wheaton  said :  The  motion  now  under 
consideration  being  to  strike  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  before  you,  a  decision  upon  which  is 
to  involve  the  fate  of  the  whole,  any  observations 
touching  its.  merits  or  demerits  generally,  it  is 
presumed,  will  not  be  deemed  to  be  out  or  order. 
Copies  of  it  not  having  been  laid  upon  out  tables, 
as  has  been  usual  in  all  cases  of  cbnsiderable  im- 
portance, I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  examin- 
ing its  details,  nor  do  I  want  any.  The  sound  of 
its  very  name  i«  so  |^rating  to  the  ear,  as  to  induce 
the  belief  that  its  picture  cannot  be  very  pleasing 
to  the  eye.  The  object  contemplated  by  its  pro* 
jector,  and  which  those  that  are  determined  to 
vote  for  it  now  have  in  view.-^or  advocates,  it 
has  none,  no  one  having  spoken  in  its  favor — may 
not  be  very  difficult  to  conjecture  ;  and  I  really 
want  no  prophet  to  inform  me  what  will  be  its 
consequences  and  effects ;  and  were  practising 
upon  the  principle  of  doing  evil  that  good  might 
come  reconcilable  to  conscience,  I  am  not  cer- 
tain that  my  voice  would  not  be  in  support  of  it. 
Bat,  doubtiog  of  the  correctness  of  such  a  prin- 
ciple, and  believing  any  aid  from  me  will  be 
unnecessary,  with  whatever  cheerfulness  I  may 
acquiesce  in  the  decision  of  the  majority,  I  may 
excuse  myself  from  being  one  of  them.  It  ought 
not  to  be  presumed  that  this  measure  is  designed 
to  relieve  the  enemy  from  the  trouble  and  ex- 
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peose  of  blockading  our  ports,  bat  to  press  him  I 
into  a  compliance  with  our  wishes.  That  it  will 
press  hard  upon  the  enemy,  or  harder  upon  our- 
selves, cannot  be  questioned ;  and,  if  it  shall  make 
him  willing  to  offer  us  terms  of  peace,  or  us  will- 
ing to  accept  of  tbero,  the  fondest  wish  ofmy  heart 
will  have  been  attained.  In  the  result  of  the  for- 
mer, I  have  no  belief;  in  that  of  the  latter,  I  en- 
tertain a  strong  hope.  How  is  this  to  occasion 
any  considerable  pressure  upon  the  enemy  ?  Will 
it  either  frighten  or  starve  them  ?  Can  it  for  a 
moment  be  believed,  that  a  nation  accustomed  to 
war,  and  never  forgetting  what  will  be  necessary 
in  its  progress,  with  the  ocean  at  her  command, 
and  the  resources  of  the  world  at  her  disposal, 
could  ever  have  trusted  to  the  scanty  supplies 
that  our  citizens,  however  disposed,  could,  in  the 
existing  state  of  thiols,  by  any  possibility^  have 
afforded  her  ?  It  would  seem  that  the  project  of 
restricting  commerce  had  been  sufficiently  tried, 
and  that,  by  this  time,  we  miffht  bo  ready  to  shake 
off  its  shackles ;  but,  as  if  trial  could  not  teach  us, 
nor  proof  convince  us,  we  are  still  called  upon 
implicitly  to  confide  in  that  in  which  we  have 
been  confounded.  Our  Gbvernment  may  boast 
the  original  invention  of  this  mode  of  warfare, 
and,  though  unpatented,  there  is  no  danger  of  its 
being  pirated.  From  the  experience  we  have  had 
of  the  benefits  resulting  from  its  adoption,  we 
need  not  be  apprehensive  -that  any  other  nation 
will  follow  the  example.  But,  if  its  effects  should 
not  be  felt  by  the  enemy,  none  need  fear  that  they 
will  not  be  severely  feit  by  us;  and  the  consider- 
ation that  no  great  good  is  to  be  attained,  but 
through  much  tribulation,  may  induce  an  acqui- 
escence in  the  measure.  The  war  in  which  we 
are  so  unhappily  engaged,  though  attended  with 
soine  brilliant  incidents,  gives  us  no  promises, 
by  its  sQccesses  hitherto,  on  which  we  can  relyj 
of  the  attainment  of  any  valuable  object  in  rela- 
tion to  our  foreign  relations.  And  vet,  strange 
to  tell,  it  has  acquired  some  degree  or  popularity 
with  the  very  men  originally  opposed  to  it,  while 
those  of  another  class,  the  most  clamorous  for  it 
at  its  commencement,  are  beginning  to  be  tired 
of  it.  This  madness  wanu  a  cure ;  and  if  we 
explore  .the  causes  of  it.  it  can  be  little  doubted 
that  an  effectual  embargo  will  afford  an  effectual 
remedy.  The  war  having  opened  a  wide  field 
for  speculation,  the  men  of  property  originally 
opposed  to  it,  impatient  of  remaining  in  that  idle 
situation  into  which  it  had  thrown  them,  have  at 
last  made  adventures  of  their  money  in  a  war 
state  of  thinp;  they  therefore  cannot  wish  its 
termination  till  they  find  a  beneficial  result  to 
their  speculation.  The  farmers  in  the  country, 
by  the  very  high  price  which  their  produce  has 
commanded,  have  been  able  to  watch  the  holders 
of  foreign  goods,  as  well  as  those  encaged  in  man- 
ufacturing them  at  home.  Therefore  it  is,  that 
they  also,  feeling  very  little  inconvenience  from 
the  war  at  present,  have  no  great  objection  to  its 
continuing  a  little  longer.  But  an  embargo,  by 
raising  the  price  of  ailforeign  articles  as  well  as 
home  manufactures  at  once,  will  soon  pot  a  stop 
to  these  apeeiilations.    The  dealers  in  these  goods 


will  hare  made  a  deliutw  profit,  not  being  able 
to  replace  the  same  by  the  money  they  hmve  got 
The  farmers,  in  consequence  of  the  very  reduced 
price  of  everything  they  have  to  sell,  will  become 
poor,  besides  being  exposed  to  an  enormous  tar, 
by  the  use  of  everything  they  may  have  occasion 
to  buy ;  and  the  manufacturer,  by  reason  of  the 
very  iiigh  price  of  his  stock,  occasioned  by  the 
heavy  expense  of  land  transportation^  cannot  sell 
low ;  and  the  people,  reduced  to  poverty,  will  be 
unable  lo  buy.  And  thus  the  whole  will  unite  in 
condemning  the  war  and  everything  leading  to 
it,  as  well  as  every  measure  adopted  to  aid  and 
protract  it,  and  will  be  willing  once  more  to  ac- 
quiesce in  that  high  and  honorable  state  of  pros- 
perity which  they  enjoyed  before  the  dismal  day 
in  December,  1807,  when  the  first  mad  project 
like  onto  this  was  attempted  to  be  put  lo  execu- 
tion. But  if  war,  taxes,  and  embargo,  at  oace  in 
operation,  will  not  bring  the  people  to  their  senses, 
there  is  every  reason  to  fear  that  the  good  geoios 
that  has  presided  over  this  country,  desponding 
of  his  charge,  will  give  it  over  to  absolate  rain. 

The  question  was  uken  on  striking  out  the  first 
section,  and  negatived — yeas  52,  nays  83,  as  fol- 
lows: 


Ys  AS— Messrs.  Bayfies  of  Msssschoaetts,  Bigelow, 
Brigham,  Cspsrton,  Champion,  Cheves,  CtUey,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Bewey,  BovsU,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddea,  Orosveasr, 
Hanson,  Hafiy,  Hnngerfoid,  Kent  of  New  York,  King 
of  Maasach'ts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Maikail, 
Miller,  Moflitt,  Msotgomeiy,  Moaaley,  McKoe,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  John  Bead,  Bog- 
giest Schureman,  Shefiay,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  N.  Yoikt 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Stoigca,  Taggait,  Tallmadgs» 
Thompon,  Vose,  Wheston,  White,  Wilooz,  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andersoo,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bsid,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bovran,  Biowuv 
Borwell,  Butler,  CsldweU,  Cslhonn,  Chappell,  Clop- 
ton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Urcightoa, 
Croach,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Denoyelles, 
Deshs,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Pindley,  Pisk  of  Vennont, 
Fiik  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glas- 
gow, (Soodwyn,  Gtmrdin,  Griflin,  Gmndy,  Hall,  Har- 
ris, Hubbard,  Hnmnhreys,  Ingham,  Kennedy,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Kerr,  kershaw,  Lefferts,  Lyie,  Maoon, 
MeC3oy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Mnrfiee,  Nelson, 
Newton,  QroMby,  Parker,  PickeiM,  Piper,  Bhea  of 
Tenneesae,  Bich,  Bobei«%  Bobertaea,  Sege,  Sevier, 
Seyben,  Shaip,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Peaanylvwua,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Strong,  TanneUU,  Taylor,  Traap,  Udiee, 
Word  of  New  Jersey,  Whilahtll,  Wikon  of  Pemmyl- 
vsnia,  Wright  and  Yanoey. 

Another  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Qnosvsiroa, 
to  amend  the  bill  in  the  13th  section,  by  striking 
out  the  words, "  or  such  lustnictioos  as  the  Preat* 
dent  may  give,  and  such  rules  as  he  may  preaeribe 
for  that  porpoM,  made  in  paraoanee  of  the  powers 
aforesaid,  wOich  instructions  and  roles  the  Col- 
lectors shall  be  bound  to  obey ;"  and  to  insert,  in 
lieo  thereof,  the  words,  **the  laws  of  the  United 
States." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative— yeas  56,  navs  80,  as  follows : 

YsAs-lkleoBn.  Baylies  of  Masaachosetta,  Bigeissr, 
Boyd»  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champioo,  Cbeveai  Cffliy, 
Cooper,  Cox»  Davaapai^  Dawej»  Doral^  £1/,  Far- 


2M0 


HI8T0BT  OF  OONGRBSB. 


2050 


SuppUmmUal  Jcmmal — Embargo. 


row,  Oactoii»  Qnmwmwt^  HaBaon,  Huify,  Uongmriird, 

Jmckson  of  Rhode  laland.  King  of  MMMMshaaett%  Law, 

I«awia,  Lovett»  Macon,  Markell,  McKae,  Miliar,  Moffit, 

Montgomery,  Moaeley,  Oakley,  Pearaon,  Pickering, 

Pitkin»  Poat,  John  Reed,  Rugglea,  Schureman,  Shefiey, 

Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  Hampahire,  Stanford,  Stock- 
ton, Sturgea,  Taggart,  Tallmaidge,  Thompaon,  Voae, 

Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilaon  of  PennayWania, 

Winter,  and  Tancey. 
Nat8 — Meaara.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 

Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell, 

Botler^  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Com- 

atock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch, 

Pawson,  Denoyellea,  Deaha,  Eppee,  Findley,  Fisk  of 

Vermont,  FUk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Ghol- 

aon,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy, 

Hall,  Harris,  Huhbard,  Hamj^eys,  Ingham,  Irving, 

Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  &err,  Kerahaw,  Lefferta, 

Lowndea,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore, 

Morfree,  Nekon,  Newton,  Ormaby,  Parker,  Pickens, 

Piper,  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Rich,  Roberts,  Robertson, 

Sage,  Serier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Penn- 

qrlv&ni>9  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehil],  Taylor, 

Troap,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  and 

Wright, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Grosvenor,  to 

amend  the  bill  hy  ioseriing,  in  the  1st  section, 

after  the  words  "sea  stores,"  the  following:  '*  em- 
ployed in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  Qorernment,  or 

in  whole  or  in  part  for  public  purposes." 
And  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 

«egative**yeas  45,  nays  88,  as  follows:. 

YxAB — Mesara.  Bayliea  of  Maaaaehnaetta,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Brigham,  Ci^Murton,  Champk>n,  CtUey,  Cooper, 

Cox,  Ovlpeper,  DaYenport,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaaton^  <ied- 

daa,  Groarenor,  Hanaen,  Jackaon  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent 
of  New  York,  King  oif  Maasaehnaetta,  Law,  Lewia, 
LoTetty  Miller,  Moaeley,  Oakley,  Pearaon,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Poat.  John  Reed,  SdHueman,  l&effey,  Ship- 
held,  Bnath  of  New  York,  SUnlbrd,  Stockton,  Tag- 
gart, TaUmadge,  Thompson,  Voae,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wiloox,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Aveiy,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  ChappeU«  Chevea,  Clop- 
ton,  Comirtock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Dawson,  Denoyellea,  Desha,  Duvall,  Bppea, 
Farrow,  Findler,  Fiak  of  Vermont,  Fiak  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Franklm,  Ghobon,  Glaagow,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
'phreya,  Hungeiibrd,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Rent 
of  MLaryland,  Kerr,  Kerdbaw,  LeflEerta,  Lowndea,  Lyle, 
Macon,  MeCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgo- 
mery, Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pick- 
ena,  Piper,  Rhea  of  Tenneaaee,  Rich,  Roberta,  Robert- 
son, Sage,  SoTier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
Pennaylrania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jeraey,  Whitehill, 
Wilaon  of  Pennsylyania,  Wright,  and  Yancey 

Mr.  Pitkin  nio?ed  to  amend  the  bill 
out  the  following  words  in  the  12th 

bill :  «  or  when  in  vessels,  carts,  wagons,  or  in  any  ^- McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfrce,  Nelson, New- 
manner  apparently  on  their  way  towards  the  ^  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
territory  of  a  foreign  nation,  or  the  vicinity  „esaee,  Rich,  RoberU,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
thereof."  Skinner,  Smith  of  Penni^lvania,  Strong,  Tannehill, 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined    Taylor,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White- 
in  the  negative — yeas  50,  nays  83,  as  follows :       I  ]^  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

YxAa— Mesars.  BayUea,  of  Maasaehnaetta,  Bigelow,  \     A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ghosvbhor  Co 
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Boyd,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Coz^ 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey,  £ly,  Gaaton,  Geddea^ 
Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hufty,  Jackson  of  Rhole  Island^ 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Maaaachusetta,  Law, 
Lewis,  LoTett,  Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  John  Reed,  Rug- 
glea, Schureman,  Shefley,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New 
York,  SUnford,  Stockton,  Sturgea,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
and  Winter. 

NAva — Meaars.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bur^ 
well,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chevea,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crei^ton, 
Crouch,  Dawaon,  Denoyellea,  Desha,  Duvall,  Faijow, 
Findley,  Fiak  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Fom^, 
Frankhn,  Gholaon,  Glaagow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Gni^ 
fin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Humphreys 
Hungerlbrd,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maiy- 
land,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Muilree,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Orma^,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rhea  of  Tennesaae» 
Rich,  Roberta,  Robertaon,  Sage,  SeWer,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tannehill, 
Tavlor,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jeraey,  White- 
hill, Wilaon  of  Pennaylrania,  Wright,  and  Yancey* 

A  motion  waa  made  by  Mr.  Stocktoh,  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  the  12th  aeetioD  the 
following  proviso: 

Provided,  That  no  part  of  the  land  or  naval  foroea, 
or  militia  of  the  United  Statea,  or  of  the  Territoriae 
thereof,  ahall  be  employed  by  any  peraon  to  enforce 
any  of  the  proviaions  of  thia  act,  unless  a  previoua  cer- 
tificate shall  be  given  by  two  magiatratea  of  the  State 
where  such  provision  is  to  be  exiibrced,  that  the  civil 
authorities  were  incompetent  to  enforce  the  same,  and 
that  it  ia  necessary  to  employ  the  military  or  naval 
force. 

And  the  question  heing  taken,  it  waa  deter- 
mined in  the  negative — yeas  51,  nays  77,  as 
follows : 

YxAa — Mesara.  Bayliea  of  Massachuaetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cheves,  Cilley, 
Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaaton, 
Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
Maaaachusetta,  Law,  Lewia,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell, 
Miller,  Meffit,  Moaeley,  Oakley,  Pearaon,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Poat,  John  Reed,  Rugglea,  Schureman,  Shef. 
foy^  Smith  of  New  York,  Staafoid,  Stockton,  Sturgea, 
Taggart,  TaUmadge,  ThompaoB,  Voae,  Wheaton, 
White,  WUcox,  and  Winter. 

Nats — ^Measrs.  Alexander,  Abton,  Aaderaon,  Arch* 
er,  Avery,  Baid,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Butler,  Calhoun,  Ck>plon,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conaid, 
Crawford,  Crouch,  Dawaon,  Deneyelles^  DaaUi,  E^ea, 
Farrcw,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Frank- 
lin, Gholaon,  Glaagow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,   Griffin, 
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amend  tbe  bill  by  striking  oat  from  the  13th  sec- 
all  that  occurs  after  the  words  **  shall  hare  been 
giren,*'  to  the  end  of  the  section,  and  to  insert  the 
following  words:  ^in  doable  the  value  of  the 
goods  so  seized,  that  the  same  shall  not  be  ex- 
ported or  disposed  of  contrary  to  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act." 

And  the  qaestion  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  ne^tive. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn,  and  tb%  qaestion  being  taken,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative-^yeas  48.  nays  73,  as 
follows: 

TsAS — ^Messrs.  BayEss  of  If usachnsetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper, 
Oolpeper,  Davenpok,  Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
GrosvcDor,  Hanson,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of 
New  York,  King  of  ftUssachnselts,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Law,  Lewia^  Lovett,  Maoon,  Markell,  Miller, 
Moffitt,  Moseley,  Mnifree,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Picker- 
ing, Post,  John  Reed,  Rnggles,  Seybert,  Sheliey, 
Sttiithof  New  York,  Stanlbrd,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tm- 
madge,  Thompson,  Yose,  Wbeaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
and  Winter. 

Nats — Mestfrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Aveiy,  Baid,  Bamett,  BeaU,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Burwell,  Botler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  CbappeH,  Chevei^ 
Clopton,  Coms^ck,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawfoidy  Creigh- 
ton,  Crouch,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha»  Eppes,  Find- 
lev,  Fisk  of  Yermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Goordin,  Grundy,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hubbard,  Hully,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Ldferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle» 
McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Parker,  Pickens,  I*ipezi  Rea  of  PennsylTania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Rich,  Roberts,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Skin- 
ner, Smith  of  Pennsylvuiia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wright, 
and  z  ancey. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hanson  to  add,  to 
the  end  of  the  13th  section,  the  following  proviso : 

Fronnded  ahoay^  That  nothing  in  (his  section  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  impart  powers  to  the  Presi- 
dent infringing  or  impairing,  ia  their  execution,  the 
Constitutional  rights  and  liberties  of  the  oitixen. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  wasdeiermlQed 
in  the  negative-^yeaa  43,  naya  83,  as  follows: 

TaA«— -Meaen.  Bvylieeof  MaasaehnseltB,  Bigslow, 
Beyd,  fioatan,  Cbampbn,  Cifley,  Davenport^  Dewey, 
fily,  Geddest  Grosvanor^  Hanson,  Hnfly,  Haagwibid, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  Yoik,  Biag  of 
Meesadmetli,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovetl,  Maikell,  Miller, 
MeOtt,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Peaison,  Pickering,  Peet, 
John  Reed,  Rnggles,  Shefiby,  Sfaipfaeid,  Smith  ef  New 
York,  Staufcrd,  Stums,  TaUmadge,  Thompeon,  Vese, 
WheatoD,  White,  Wileos,  and  Wtnlsr. 

Navs— Meairs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andenmn,  Archer, 
Avery,  Bard,  Bamett,  BeaU,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Cslhoun,  Chappeli,  Cheves,  Clopton, 
ComstDck,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Davall,  Bppes,  Farrow, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Findley, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  (}oodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy, 
Hall,  Harris,  Habbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  McCoy,  McJCee,  Mc- 
Kim, Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pid^eas, 


Piper,  Rea  of  PemHjIvaBia,  Rbea  ef  T 
Roberts,  Robertseo,  8ege«  Sevier,  Seybeit,  fibarp,  S 
■er.  Smith  of  Penanrlrania,  Strong,  Tanneldll,  Taylsr* 
Turnip,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jeney,  V^tahlD,  Wiigkt, 
and  Yanoi^. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gaoavufoa  ca 
amend  the  bill  in  the  13th  section,  by  striking 
out,  in  the  last  line  thereof,  the  words  "  for  his 
justification  and  defence^"  and  inserting  in  lien 
thereofl  the  words  "in  such  suit  or  aetioa." 
And,  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  passed 
in  the  nentive-— yeas  45,  nays  75,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Mesna.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Boyd, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  ChevBS,  Cilley,  Ci^- 
peper,  Dewey,  Dnvall,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Groerenor, 
Hanson,  Hasbrondk,  Hungerlbrd,  Jackson  of  Rlmds 
Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Mar- 
kell, Miller,  Moffitt,  Moseley,  Muifiee,  Oakley,  Pear- 
son, Pidiering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Buggies,  Sliefley, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stnigea,  Taggait,  TaU- 
madge, Thompeon,  Yoee,  Wheaton,  White,  WQeox, 
and  Winter. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archea, 
Aveiyj  Bard,  Beall,  Brown,  Burwdl,  Butler,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Chappeli,  Clopton,  Comalock,  Condict, 
Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Dawson,  De- 
noyelles, Bppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fide  of  Yermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gh^^son,  Gi»- 
gow,  Ctoodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  HaH,  Har<> 
ris,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  In|^am,  Irwu,  Kennedy, 
King  of  North  Caioliiia,  Leffiwts,  Lowndes,  Lyle*  Mo- 
Coy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Onne- 
by,  Parker,  Picksas,  Piper,  Rea  of  PeansylvaBia.  Shea 
of  Tennessee,  Rich*  Roberts,  Sage^  Sevier,  Seybas^ 
Sharps  Skinner,  Smilh  efPenniyhania,  Stteag.  TaK> 
nehill,  Taylor  Thmp,  Udiee,  Wevdof  New  Jemy, 
WhUehill,  WOmni  of  Peanayliwnia,  Wiight,  and 
Yancey. 

A  motion  was  nMde  bv  Mr.  Kino  to  amasd 
the  said  bill  in  the  fourth  section,  by  iaaerimf, 
afier  the  word  '^8tatee,"  in  the  seventh  line,  tke 
words,  ^  or  from  one  port  in  any  8tate  to  anoflMr 
port  in  the  same  Stale." 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  pasaed 
in  the  negative. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-day. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  OaELET^that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

ReMohtd,  That  the  Pnaident  of  the  Uaitad  Statm 
be  requested  to  cause  to  he  laid  belbie  this  fionae  the 
evidence  in  the  pesssssionof  the  Executive,  that  "i 
plies  of  the  most  essential  kinds  £ad  theiK  way 
the  ports  of  ths  United  States"  «•  the  fleets  and- 
oftheenesay. 

Rnohtd,  Thai  the  President  be  also  Mqaested  to 
eaoee  to  be  Laid  hefoie  this  House  the  evidence  in  the' 
possession  of  the  Executive,  that  the  *pfaetioa  ef 
ransoming"  is  made  "  a  cover,  for  collusive  captnrsi 
by  the  enemy. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolutions,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  54,  naya  74,  u 
follows : 

YxAS— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Mass.,  Bigelaw,  B<7d, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Chappeli,  Chsves, 
Cilley,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey,  Dnvall,  By  • 
Graslon,  Oeddes,  Chnoevenor,  Hanson,  HnHyy  Hi 


2068 


HISTORY  OF  00K&KBS8. 


SBHk 


SkippkmenM  Joarnal^Embargm, 


sam 


garfapd,  Jackion  of  Rhode  Iilaad,  Kont  of  New  York, 
King  of  Mm— chpoott^  Ltw,  Leww,  Lovett,  Markell, 
McKee,  Millar,  Mofiitt,  0«Uej,  Paarion,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Pott,  John  Reed,  Ragg les,  Schareman,  Shefiej, 
Shiphard,  Smith  of  New  York.  Sttnlbrd,  Stockton, 
fitaftrt,  Stwges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompeon,  Yoee, 
Whoaton,  White,  Wikoz,  and  Winter. 

NATe — McMiB*  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch* 
or,  ATerr,  Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Bnrwell,  Bntler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condiet,  Conard,  Crawibrd,  Creighton, 
Cronch,  Denoyelles^  Deshay  Eppee,  Findley,  risk  of 
Vennont,  Fisk  of  New  Yorik,  Forney,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
•on,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gonidin,  Griffin,  Gmndy, 
Hall,  Hairk^  Huhbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Irving, 
Konnedhf,  Kent  of  Marylsod,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Leflferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McOoy, 
McKim»  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelsaoy  Newten, 
Omahy,  Perker,  Pidcens,  Pwer,  Rea  of  Penney  Wania, 
Rhea,  of  Tenneawe,  Rieh,  Koherta,  Seybert,  Shaip, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Pemwylvania,  TumehiU,  Taylor, 
Tronp^  Udree,  Waid  of  New  Jeney,  WhitehiU,  Wil- 
son  cSr  PemieylTania,  Wright,  and  Yaneey. 

The  engrossed  bill  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
shipa  and  yeueU  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
tJnited  States,  was  read  the  third  tijne ;  and  on 
the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  pass  ?  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative^— yeas  85,  nays  57, as  follows: 

YsAs — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Atoit,  Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown»  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chap- 
peH,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condiet,  Conard,  Craw 
ftrd,  Creighton,  Crondi,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
|fopes.  Farrow,  Findl^,  Fiik  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of 
New  foric,  Forney,  Franklin,  CRiolson,  Glasgow, 
Goodwin,  Gourdin,  GriffiA,  Grundy,  Hall,  Hairis^ 
Hnbbasd,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Irving,  Kennedy,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Kerr,  fcershaw.  King  of  North  Carolina, 
LsfisctB,  I^le,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean, 
Moere,  Marfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
PSokena,  Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
aaesee,  Bidtf  Roberta,  Robertson,  8age,  Sevier,  6ey- 
beit.  Sharps  Skinner,  Smith  of  F^nneylvania,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tronp,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jer^ 
sey,  Whitdiili,  Wihnn  of  PeniMylvania,  Wright,  and 


Nats— Messie.  Baylies  of  Massachnsetti^  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Brif^iam,  Caperton,  Champion,  Chevea,  CiUey, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Cnlpeper,  Davenport  Dewey,  Dnvall, 
Ely,  Gsston,  Qeddes,  Groavenor,  Hanson,  Hu%, 
Hungerfoid,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New 
York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Moffit,  Montgom- 
erv>  Moaeley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  POst, 
John  Reed,  Rnggles,  Schureman,  SheAy,  Shipherd, 
Shnith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stodcton,  Stuart,  Stnr- 
8ec,Taggait,  Tafimadge^  Thompeon,  Voee,  Wheaton, 
WUte,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Ofieredy  That  the  title  be,  <'An  act  laying  an 
ittbargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harixnv  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Gbumdy  and  Mr.  Lewia  were  appointed 
a  eommittee  to  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  senate, 
and  deeire  their  concurrence  therein. 


*'An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  ves- 
sels in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States," 
reported  that  the  committee  did,  on  Monday  last, 
perform  the  duty  assigned  to  them. 


Tborsdat,  December  16. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  enrry  to  the  Senato  the  engrotaed  Wil,  entitled 


FaiDAY,  December  17. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  Bibb,  of  Greorgia,  and  Mr.  Blbdbgb,  a  com- 
mittee from  that  body,  as  follows: 

Mr,  Speaker:  We  are  directed  by  the  Senate 
to  bring  to  this  House  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  net 
laying  an  embargo  on  ail  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,"  which 
oill  they  have  passed  with  sundry  amendments, 
and  in  which  we  are  directed  to  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  said  amendments  were  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table :  On  which,  the  first  of  the  said  amendments 
was  ooncarred  in  by  the  House. 

And  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pitkim  to 
amend  the  second  of  the  said  amendments,  by 
striking  out  these  words:  "ondtMch  ehaUnoi 
ha»e  nor  take  on  hoard,  Jbr  the  voyage,  any  citU 
zen  of  the  United  StcUee^  except  such  as  may  pro- 
duce a  passport  therefor,  to  be  famished  under 
the  authority  and  direction  of  the  President  ai 
the  United  States." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  iecer^ 
mined  in  the  negative — yeas  51,  nays  80,  as 
follows: 

YiAS — ^Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayiy  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Cil« 
ley,  Clark,  Cooper,  Cox,  CiUpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey, 
Ely,  Gaston,  Geddea,  Groavenor,  Hufty,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  Maasaohusetts,  Law,  Lewie, 
Lovett,  Maritell,  Maeon,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Moseley,  Oak* 
ley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  John  Seed,  Rob-  ^ 
ertson^  Ruggles,  Shdfty^  Shipherd,  Smith  ef  New 
York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stnrgea,  Taggart,  Tatt- 
madce,  Thompeon,  Vose,  Wheaton,  While,  Wileox, 
and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alezandsr,  Alston,  Anderson,  Areh- 
er,  Aveiy,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen, ^  Bradley,  Browne 
Burwellf  Butler,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cheves,  Clopton, 
Coflulock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Cronchf 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha» 
Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Forney,  Fonyth,  Franklin*  Oholson,  Goodwyn,  Gour* 
din,  Grffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
phreys, Hungerford,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irring,  John- 
son  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  £ing  of  North  Carolina,  LeflSirts,  Lyle,  Mc- 
Coy, McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Mnifree,  Nelson,  New* 
ton,  Ormsl^,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Potter, 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennesaee,  Rieh,  Ring- 
gold, Roberts,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybeit,  Sharp,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Teliair,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of 
New  Jeney,  Whitehill,  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvaaaa, 
Wright,  Yanoey. 

Several  propositions  were  submitted  to  the 
House  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  said  amend- 
ments Of  the  Senate,  all  of  which  were  rejected 
bv  the  House :  Whereupon,  the  said  amendments 
or  the  Senate  were  severally  concurred  in  by  the 
Home ;  aud  Mr.  Fiag,  of  New  York,  and  Mn 
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CoopBB,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  give  in- 
formation thereot  to  the  Senate. 

[While  the  above  bill  was  under  discassion, 
Mr.  Kino,  of  Massac basetts,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing observations  upon  his  propositions  to 
amend  the  bill ;  which  were  negatived :] 

Mr.  Kino  observed  that  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion or  wish  to  consume  much  of  the  lime  of  the 
House  ;  that  indeed  from  the  silence  of  the  ma- 
jority he  had  a  right  to  conclude  that  the  argu- 
ments of  his  friends  in  the  minority  were  unan- 
swerable ;  that  the  majority  were  thereby  con- 
vinced of  the  inexpediency  of  the  measure,  and 
would  abandon  it.  However,  as  this  silence  is 
equivocal,  and  as  I  may  have  drawn  too  favora- 
ble a  conclusion  therefrom,  I  will  add  a  few  obser- 
vations to  those  already  advanced  by  my  friends ; 
but  I  shall  not  go  over  the  ground  which  they 
ha.ve  with  such  ability  occupied;  vain  indeed 
would  be  the  attempt  to  add  to  the  general  argu- 
ments which  they  have  advanced ;  mine,  there- 
fore, shall  be  of  a  local  nature,  as  to  the  probable 
bearing  and  effect  of  this  measure  upofi  that  part 
of  our  country  with  which  I  am  more  particu- 
larly acquainted. 

Since  you  have  stricken  from  the  bill,  as  origi- 
nally reported,  the  seventh  and  eleventh  sections, 
which  permitted  a  limited  coasting  trade,  it  has 
become  more  harsh  in  its  features,  and  its  opera- 
tion must  be  infinitely  more  oppressive.    Pass 
the  bill,  sir,  as  it  now  stands,  and  it  will  not  be 
possible  for  the  inhabitants  on  the  seaboard,  in 
the  Eastern  section  of  the  Union,  to  subsist  for 
six  months.    The  interior  of  that  country  may 
have,  at  the  last  very  productive  season,  raised 
sufficient  for  their  immediate  support,  but  this  is 
not  the  case  on  the  seaboard ;  there  they  are  in 
want  of  articles  of  the  first  necessity.    A  part  of 
that  country  has  been  recently  settled— other 
parts  are  not  suitable  for  cultivation.    The  in- 
habitants have  always  been  accustomed  to  draw 
their  principal  support  from  the  ocean,  from  their 
fisheries,  lumber,  and  coasting  trade.    It  is  thus 
thev  have  been  convpelled  to  obtain  their  weekly 
ana  monthly  supplies.    I  fear  that  gentlemen  are 
not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  that  part  of  our 
country,  and  do  not  realixe  the  calamities  they 
will,  by  this  measure,  inevitably  bring  upon  it. 
With  our  extended  seacoast,  our  rou^h,  and  in 
many  parts,  sterile  country,  it  will,  sir,  be  impos- 
sible by  land  to  carry  sufficient  supplies  into  every 
part  of  the  District  of  Maine;  the  state  of  our 
roads  and  the  face  of  our  country  forbid  it.   You 
may  with  some  facility  proceed  as  far  as  the 
Kennebec ;   there,  on  the  ^eaboard,  you  meet 
with  a  natural  barrier  to  land  carriage.    Sup- 
pose you  pass  that  river,  and  with  difficulty  pro- 
ceed to  the  Penobscot ;  you  must  then  transport 
your  wagons  thirty  miles  by   water,  or  drive 
them  for  a  long  distance  upon  the  margin  of  that 
river,  over  a  broken  and  mountainous  countrv ; 
but  if,  with  all  this  hazard,  labor,  and  trouble, 
you  pass  the  Penobscot,  what  will  you  then  en- 
counter ?    After  leaving  the  vicinity  of  the  river, 
you  meet  with  few  settlements,  a  thinly  inhabited 
country,  extensive  wildernesses,  with  scarcely  a 


track  of  the  human  foot  through  them.  It  ta  im- 
possible, I  repeat  it,  sir,  that  you  should  thus  sop- 
ply  the  wants  and  exigencies  of  that  part  of  our 
country. 

But  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Clay)  has  said,  if  provisions  cannot  be 
transported  by  land  to  a  people  thus  situated, 
they  must  go  to  the  provisions;  they  must  even 
quit  their  country,  their  farms,  and  their  endeared 
firesides,  and  go  to  a  more  hospitable,  more  fa- 
vorable climate. 

[The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  here  explained 
his  observations,  as  having  been  confined  to  the 
thinly  inhabited  country  near  Mobile;  that  it 
was  better  that  the  inhabitants  there  should 
suffer  some  deprivations,  or  even  be  compelled 
to  leave  that  part  of  the  country,  than  that  the 
enemy  should  receive  essential  supplies  throogh 
them,  or  that  the  effective  operations  of  an  im- 
portant measure  should  be  prevented^ 

Mr.  Kino  continued;  As,  Mr.  (Jhairman,  a 
part  of  the  District  of  Maine  is,  and  other  parts 
of  our  country  may  be.  like  Mobile,  thinly  inhab- 
ited and  exposed  to  tde  same  inconveniences  in 
point  of  situation,  the  principle  of  the  gentleman 
was  equally  applicable  to  the  inhabitanu  of  those 
parts  of  our  country,  and  they  fell  of  coarse  un- 
der the  same  condemnation  and  proscription.  At 
all  events,  sir,  such  must  be  the  operation  of  this 
measure  upon  them.  Pass  this  bill  into  a  law. 
and  enforce  it  in  all  its  rigors  and  horrors,  and 
they  most  emigrate  or  starve.  But,  ipdeed,  sir,  I 
do  not  think  they  will  do  or  suffer  either,' until 
they  shall  have  made  use  of  all  the  means  which 
God  and  nature  have  put  into  their  hands  for 
redress. 

I  know  the  people  of  Maine  well.  I  was  bom 
among  them.  I  am  one  of  them,  and  feel  a  con- 
scious pride  in  representing  their  interest,  their 
feelinffs,  and  their  views.  Yes^sir,  I  well  know 
their  hardy  sons ;  rough  $is  their  climate,  on  pol- 
ished as  their  country ;  treat  them  as  freemen, 
and  they  are  like  their  own  ocean  in  a  calm; 
but  oppress  them,  treat  them  as  slaves,  and ''the 
tempestuous  sea  of  liberty'*  is  not  more  violent 
and  unmanageable.  What  must  you  expect  from 
such  a  people  when  you  attempt,  with  the  stroke 
of  a  pen,  to  cut  them  off  from  all  their  accas- 
tomed  modes  of  industry  and  enterprbe  ?  I  sug* 
gest  not  this  as  a  threat,  but  as  a  solemn  caution 
to  gentlemen  how  they  raise  a  storm,  which  it 
will  not  be  in  their  power  to  calm  or  direct. 

I  well  remember  the  slander  which'  has  been 
industriously  propagated  against  this  people— of 
want  of  attachment  to  the  Union— of  a  disra* 
gard  of  its  Constitution  and  laws.  But  brieve 
me,  sir,  if  that  Union  ever  be  dissolved,  it  will 
not  be  for  want  of  their  attachment  to  it,  but  be- 
cause this  Qovernment,  the  bond  of  that  Union, 
discards  them,  and  sacrifices  their  interest  and 
their  happiness,  and  turns  protection  into  oppres- 
sion. They  do  not  disregard  our  Constitution  or 
laws,  but  they  do  in  vain  look  to  them  for  that 
protection  in  the  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and 

Sropertv,  which  they  have  a  right  to  expect  sod 
emand.    Of  most  of  their  external  commerce 
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xhtj  hare  been  for  a  long  time  deprived ;  tbeir 
▼esseli,  bjr  tboosands,  are  now  rotting  at  tbeir 
wharves,  tbeir  sailors  abandoned  to  misery  and 
want ;  tbeir  fisberies,  for  wbicb  tbey  are  indebted 
to  God  and  tbeir  own  industry  only,  are  ruined ; 
and  ail  by  tbe  restrictive  and  war  acts  of  their 
rnlers ;  and  now  tbe  scanty,  tbe  miserable  rem- 
nant of  their  once  extensive  and  flourishing  com- 
merce, even  their  friendly  coasting  trade,  from 
port  to  port  and  State  to  State,  bv  which  tbey 
earn  their  daily  bread,  is  by  this  bill  to  be  taken 
from  them.  Under  your  Constitutional  right  to 
regulate  commerce,  you  will  destroy  all  com* 
meree,  and  drive  our  seamen  into  foreign  service. 
Instead  of  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights,  we  have 
no  trade  and  sailors'  wrongs. 

Permit  me  here.  sir.  as  a  necessarv  caution  to 
gentlemen,  as  a  solemn  warning  to  tnis  country, 
as  an  impressive  lesson  to  the  American  people, 
to  read  a  catalogue  of  these  restrictive,  not  to 
say  oppressive  laws ;  I  could  wish  deeply  to  en- 
grave them  on  tbe  hearts  of  my  fellow-citizens, 
in  perpetual  remembrance  of  the  causes  of  tbeir 
sanerings. 

No.  1.  February  28, 1806,  Mr.  Jefferson.— <* An 
act  to  suspend  tb'e  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  certain  parts  of  tbe 
island  of  St.  Domingo,"  to  wit :  those  parts  "  not 
in  possession,  and  under  the  acknowledged  Gov- 
ernment of  France." 

No.  2.  April  18^  1806,  Mr.  Jefferson.— "An  act 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain  ^oods, 
wares,  and*  merchandise,"  from  Great  Britain  and 
her  dependencies,  after  the  15th  of  November 
then  next 

No.  3.  February  24, 1807,  Mr.  Jefferson.— '<An 
act  to  continue  in  force  for  a  further  time  an  act, 
entitled  *  An  act  to  suspend  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  States  and  certain 
parts  of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,'  extending 
to  Gk>Daives  and  Tortugpa,  and  other  dependen- 
cies of  St.  Domingo,  not  in  possession  and  under 
the  acknowledged  Government  of  France." 

No,  4.  December  22, 1807,  Mr.  Jefferson.— "An 
act  laying  on  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
tbe  ports  and  harbors  of  tbe  United  States." 

No.  5.  January  9,  1808,  Mr.  Jefferson. — "An 
act  supplementary  to  tbe  act,  entitled  'An  act 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
porto  and  harbors  of  the  United  States." 

No.  6.  March  12,  1808,  Mr.  Jefferson.— "An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  sup- 
plementary to  tbe  act,  entitled  An  act  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States." 

No.  7.  April  23, 1808,  Mr.  Jefferson.— "An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessel^  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,'  and  the  several  acu 
supplementary  thereto,  and  for  other  purposes." 

No.  8.  January  9,  1809,  Mr.  Jefferson.— "An 
act  to  enforce  and  make  more  effectual  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,'  and  the  several  acts  supplementary 
thereto." 


No.  9.  March  1, 1809,  Mr.  Jefierson.— "An  act 
to  interdiet  tbe  commercial  intercourse  between 
tbe  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  Franca 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes.'' 

No.  10.  June  28, 1809,  Mr.  MadiM>n.— "An  act 
to  amend  and  continue  in  force  certain  parts  of 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  interdict  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  tbe  United  Statea 
and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  tbeir  depend- 
encies, and  for  other  purposes." 

No.  11.  May  1, 1810,  Mr.  Madison.— "An  aet 
concerning  tbe  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France 
and  tbeir  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes." 

No.  12.  March  2, 1811,  Mr.  Madison.— "An  aol 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  con- 
cerning the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes." 

No.  12.  June  18, 1812,  Mr.  Madison.— 'An  act 
declaring  war  between  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  tbe  dependencies 
thereoT  and  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
tbeir  Territories." 

No.  14.  Mr.  Madison.— And  now,  "A  bill  lay- 
ing an  embarffo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States." 

Here,  sin  you  have  a  catalogue  of  the  restrict- 
ive acts  or  an  American  Congress,  enacted  os- 
tensibly for  the  benefit  of  a  free  commercial  peo- 
ple !  If,  sir,  a  parallel  can  be  found  in  all  the 
annals  of  ancient  or  modern  despotism,  (always 
excepting  that  of  France,)  of  equal  commercial 
oppression,  let  her  abettors  show  it.  Would  to 
God  I  could  erase  from  your  statute  books  this 
record  of  oppression,  with  tbe  same  facility  as  I 
now  cast  this  schedule  of  the  acts  from  me,  and 
tread  it  under  foot.  Sir,  the  American  people 
cannot,  they  will  not  submit  to  be  thus  oppressed. 
You  tempt  them  too  far ;  vou  abuse  their  noble 
and  generous  nature ;  clouds  and  thick  darkness 
may^  for  a  time,  rest  upon  tbeir  spirit  and  their 
patriotism,  but,  like  the  sun  of  heaven,  they  will 
burst  forth  with  renovated  splendor. 

As  an  attempt  to  gain  a  partial  relief  for  such 
of  our  fellow-citizens  as  are  likely  greatly  to  suf- 
fer by  the  suspension  of  the  coasting  trade,  Mr. 
Kino  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  section  of  the 
bill  so  as  to  permit  coasting  vessels  to  go  from 
one  port  in  any  State  to  another  port  in  the  same 
State. 

And  in  favor  of  neutrals,  who  had  been,  or 
should  be  induced  to  visit  our  ports.  Mr.  K.  also 
moved  to  amend  tbe  amendment  or  the  Senate, 
by  striking  therefrom  tbe  following  wt)rds,  in  the 
first  section  of  the  bill : 

*<  Whose  officers  and  crews  shall  consist  wholly  of 
such  foreianers  as  did  belong  to  nations  in  amity  with 
the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  said 
ship  or  vessel  in  the  United  States,  and  which  shall 
not  have,  nor  take  on  board  for  the  voyage,  any  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  ezoept  such  as  may  prodnee 
a  passport  therefore,  to  be  fiirnished  under  tbe  antfaorw 
ity  and  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States." 
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Mr.  Skinner,  from  the  Joint  CommittM  for 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  had 
examined  an  enrolled  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  lay- 
ing an  embargo  on  ail  ships  and  resseU  in  the 
ports  and  -harbors  of  the  United  States,"  and  had 
found  the  same  to  be  truly  enrolled :  On  which, 
the  Spbakbb  signed  the  said  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Committee  of  Enrol- 
ment do  take  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate  for  the 
aignature  of  their  President. 


MoifD4T,  December  30. 

Mr.  Skinner,  from  the  Joint  Committee  for 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  did, 
OB  Friday  last,  present  to  the  President  of  the 


United  States,  for  his  approbation,  an  awroliad 
bill,  entitled  '*An  net  laying  an  embnrgo  on  all 
ships  find  ressels  in  the  ports  and  harbon  of  the 
United  States." 

A  Message  was  receired  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,by  Mr.  Coles,  his  Seerelary, 
notifying  that  the  President  did,  on  Friday  hn^ 
approre  and  sign  the  abovimeiitioiitd  •nvoUad 
bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oaklet. 

Ordered,  That  the  injonctioii  of  searaef  im- 
posed npon  the  Message  from  the  Presidastof 
the  United  States,  of  the  9th  instaaL  as  w«U  as 
opon  all  the  pnmedings  of  this  Hoose,  glov- 
ing oat  of  the  said  Message,  be  taken  off;  and 
that  the  said  Message  and  proceedings  be  pnb- 
lished. 
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QRES8,  AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BT  IT. 


FRANCE. 

7b  the  ShfUBt  of  Repregentativei  : 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Represenutives  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  containinff  the 
iafbrmation  requested  by  their  resolattons  ot  the 
31st  of  Joae  last. 

JAMES  BIADISON. 

Jdlt  12, 1813. 

Dmrkwrnnnr  of  Statb, 

My  13,  ISiS. 

Th«  Seccteanr  of  Stale,  to  whoa  were  refer- 
feci  MTeral  reeoiatioM  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
•eatatiTes  of  the  21st  ultimo,  reqaestiog  iaforma- 
4km  oneerUiiii  pointo  relating  touie  Frenehdeeree 
of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  hae  the  honor  to  make 
to  the  President  the  foUowin^^  report : 

la  fomishtng  the  taformation  required  by  the 
Hoase  of  Representatives,  the  Secretary  of  State 
weenmes  ihvt  it  might  be  deemed  snfficient  tor 
Aim  to  state  what  is  now  demanded,  what  part 
thereof  baa  been  heretofore  eommnnieated,  and 
to  supply  the  ddlcieney.  He  eonaidere  it,  how- 
over,  more  conformable  to  the  views  of  the  House, 
to  meet,  at  this  time,  without  regardieg  what  has 
heen  already  communicated,  every  inquiry,  and 
to  give  a  distinct  answer  to  each,  with  the  proper 
ospUination  relating  to  it 

The  House  of  Representatives  has  requested 
uibrmation  when,  by  whom,  and  in  what  man- 
ner, the  filrst  intelligeace  was  given  to  this  €K)v- 
enmeat  of  tiie  d^ree  of  the  Government  of 
i^ianee,  bearing  date  on  the  28th  of  April.  1811, 
and  purporting  to  be  a  deftnitive  repeal  of  tne  de- 
ofeos  of  Berlin  and  Milan ;  whether  Mr.  Russell, 
iate  Charge  d'Afiaires  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Government  of  Prance,  ever  admitted  or  denied 
to  ^is  Government  the  eorrectness  of  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Duke  of  Bassano  to  Mr.  Barlow,  as 
stated  in  Mr.  Barlow's  letter  of  the  12ih  of  May, 
1612,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  the  said  decree 
had  been  communicated  tohis  TMr.  Barlow'ft)  pre- 
decessor there ;  Mid  to  lay  beiore  the  House  any 
aorrespondenee  with  Mr.  Russell  on  that  subject 
whieh  it  may  not  be  improper  to  eommuoieate; 


and  atsoany  correspondence  between  Mr.  Russell, 
in  possession  of  the  Department  oi  State ;  whether 
the  Minister  of  Prance  to  the  United  States  ever 
informed  this  Government  of  the  eiistence  of  the 
said  decree,  aad  to  lay  befoto  the  House  any  cor- 
respondence with  the  said  Minister  relative  there- 
to, not  improper  to  be  communicated,  with  any 
other  information  in  possession  of  the  Rzecntive, 
which  he  auiy  not  deem  it  injurious  to  the  puUic 
interast  to  disclose,  relative  to  the  said  decrae, 
tending  to  show  at  what  time,  by  whom,  and  in 
what  manner,  it  was  first  made  known  to  this 
Government,  or  to  an^  of  its  representatives  or 
agents ;  aad  lastly,  to  inform  the  House  whether 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  ever 
received  fnom  that  of  Prance  any  explanation  of 
the  reasons  of  that  decree  being  concealed  from 
this  Government  and  ita  .Minister,  for  so  long  a 
time  after  its  date;  and  if  sncfa  explanation  has 
been  asked  by  this  Gomnment,  and  has  been 
omitted  to  be  given  by  that  of  Prance,  whether 
this  Government  has  made  any  remonstrance,  or 
expressed  any  dissatisfactioa  to  the  Government 
of  Prance  at  such  oonoeaknent  ? 

These  inquiries  embrace  two  distinct  objects. 
The  first  relates  to  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Prance,  in  ranird  to  this  decree.  The 
second,  to  that  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  In  satisfying  the  call  of  the  House  on 
this  latter  point,  it  seems  to  be  proper  to  meet  it 
in  a  two-fold  view :  first,  as  it  relates  to  the  con- 
duet  of  this  Cbvernment  in  this  transaction; 
secondly,  as  it  relates  to  its  conduct  towards  both 
belligerants,  in  some  important  circumstances 
connected  with  it.  The  resolutions  do  not  call 
specially  for  a  raport  of  such  extent ;  but  as  the 
measures  of  the  Executive,  aad  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress founded  on  communications  from  the  Ex- 
eenlive,  wiiich  relate  to  one  of  the  belligerents, 
have^  by  necessary  consequence,  an  immediate 
relation  to  the  other,  such  a  report  seems  to  be 
obviously  comprised  within  their  scope.  On  this 
prin<i|de  the  raport  is  pre|iared,  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  the  more  full  the  information  ^ven  on 
every  branch  of  the  subject,  the  more  satisfactory 
will  it  he  to  the  Honee. 

The  Secieury  of  State  hu  the  honor  to  re* 
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port,  in  reply  to  these  inquiries,  that  the  first  in- 
teili^eoce  which  this  Gh)Teroineiit  received  of  the 
French  decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  was 
commuDicated  bv  Mr.  Barlow,  in  a  letter  bearing 
date  on  the  12th  of  May,  1812,  wh\ch  was  re- 
ceived by  this  Department  on  the  13th  of  July 
following;  that  the  first  intimation  to  Mr.  Bar- 
low of  the  existence  of  that  decree,  as  appears  by 
his  communications,  was  given  by  the  Duke  of 
Bassano  in  an  informal  conference  on  some  day 
between  the  1st  and  10th  day  of  May,  1812,  and 
that  the  official  communication  of  it  to  Mr.  Bar- 
low was  made  on  the  10th  of  that  month,  at  his 
request;  that  Mr.  Barlow  transmitted  a  copy  of 
that  decree,  and  of  the  Duke  of  Bassano's  letter 
announcing  it,  to  Mr.  Russell,  in  a  letter  of  May 
11,  in  which  he  also  informed  Mr.  Russell  that 
the  Duke  of  Bassano  had  stated  that  the  decree 
had  been  duly  communicated  to  him ;  that  Mr. 
Russell  replied,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Barlow  of  the 
29th  of  May^  that  his  first  knowledge  of  the  de- 
cree was  derived  from  his  letter,  and  that  he  has 
repeatedlv  stated  the  same  since  to  this  Gh>vem- 
nent.  The  paper  marked  A  is  a  copy  of  an  ex- 
tract of  Mr.  Barlow's  leUer  to  the  Department  of 
State  of  May  12, 1812;*  B,  of  the  Duke  of  Bas- 
saoo's  letter  to  Mr.  Barlow  of  the  lOch  of  the 
same  month  ;*  C,  of  an  extract  of  Mr.  Barlow's 
htter  to  Mr.  Russell  of  May  11th ;  D,  of  an  ex- 
tract of  Mr.  Russell's  answer  of  the  29th  of  May ; 
and  E,  of  Mr.  Russell's  letter  to  the  Department 
of  State  of  the  30th. 

The  Secretary  of  State  reports,  also,  that  no 
communication  of  the  decree  of  the  28th  of  April, 
1811^  was  ever  made  to  this  Qovernment  by  the 
Minister  of  France,  or  other  person  than  as  above 
stated,  and  that  no  explanation  of  the  cause  of  its 
not  having  been  communicated  to  this  Qovern- 
ment, and  published,  at  the  time  of  iu  date,  was 
ever  made  to  this  GK>vernment,  or,  so  far  as  it  is 
informed,  to  the  representatives  or  agents  of  the 
United  States  in  Europe.  The  Minister  of  France 
has  been  asked  to  explain  the  cause  of  a  proceed- 
ing apparently  so  extraordinary  and  exception- 
able ;  who  replied,  that  his  first  intelligence  of 
that  decree  was  received  by  the  Wasp,  in  a  letter 
froin  the  Duke  of  Bassano  of  May  10, 1812,  in 
which  he  expressed  his  surprise  that  a  prior  let- 
ter, of  May,  1811,  in  which  he  had  transmitted  a 
copy  of  the  decree,  for  the  informauon  of  this 
Government,  had  not  been  received.  Further 
explanations  were  expected  from  Mr.  Barlow, 
but  none  were  given.  The  light  in  which  this 
transaction  was  viewed  by  this  Qovernment  was 
noticed  by  the  President  in  his  Message  to  Con- 

Sress,  and  communicated  also  to  Mr.  Barlow  in 
le  letter  of  the  14th  of  July,  1812,  with  a  view 
to  the  requisite  explanation  from  the  French  Qov- 
ernment. On  the  9ih  of  May,  1812,  the  Empe- 
ror left  Paris  for  the  North,  and  in  two  days  there- 
after the  Duke  of  Bassano  fo41owed  him.  A  ne- 
gotiation for  the  adjustment  of  injuries  and  the 
arrangement  of  our  commerce  with  the  Gh)vern- 

*  These  two  letters  were  tiaaanuttsd  with  the  Pies* 
ident's  Message  of  January  M,  181«. 


ment  of  France,  long  depending,  and  said  to  have 
been  brought  «nearly  to  a  conclusion  at  the  time 
of  Mr.  Barlow's  death,  was  suspended  by  that 
event.  His  successor,  lately  appointed,  is  author- 
ized to  resume  the  negotiation,  and  to  conclude 
it.  He  is  instructed  to  demsnd  redress  of  the 
French  Qovernment  for  every  injury,  and  an  ex- 
planation of  its  moiire  for  withholding  from  this 
Government  a  knowledge  of  the  decree  for  so  long 
a  time  after  its  adoption. 

It  appears,  by  the  documents  referred  to,  that 
Mr.  Barlow  lost  no  time,  after  having  obtained  a 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  French  decree 
of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  in  demanding  a  copy 
oi  it,  and  transmitting  it  to  Mr.  Russell,  who  im- 
mediately laid  it  before  the  British  €h)vernmeat, 
urging,  on  the  ground  of  this  new  proof  of  the 
repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  that  the  Bt\t\z}i 
Orders  in  Council  should  be  repealed.    Mr.  Rus- 
sell's note  to  Lord  Castlereagh  bears  date  on  the 
20th  of  May ;  Lord  Caatleresgh's  reply  on  the 
23d.  in  which  he  promised  to  submit  the  decioe 
to  tne  consideration  of  the  Prince  Regent.    (See 
papers  marked  F.)    It  appears,  however,  that  no 
encouragement  was  given  at  that  time  to  hope 
that  the  Orders  in  Council  would  be  repealed  m 
consequence  of  that  decree;  and  that,  althoogh 
it  was  afterwards  made  the  ground  of  t^eir  repeal, 
the  repeal  was,  nevertheless,  to  be  ascribed  to 
other  causes.    Their  repeal  did  not  take  effect 
until  the  23d  of  June,  more  than  a  month  after 
the  French  decree  had  been  laid  before  the  Brit- 
ish Qovernment;  a  delay  indicating  in  itself,  at 
a  period  so  momentous  and  critical,  not  nenly 
neglect,  but  disregard  of  the  French  aecree.  That 
the  repeal  of  the  British  Orders  in  Coancil  was 
not  produced  by  the  French  decree,  other  proofr 
might  be  adduced.    I  will  state  one  which,  in 
addition  to  the  evidence  contained  in  the  letters 
from  Mr.  Russell  herewith  commnnicated,  marked 
€^  is  deemed  conclusive.   In  the  coAmunication 
of  Mr.  Baker  to  Mr.  Qraham,  on  the  9th  of  An- 
gust,  1812,  marked  H,  which  was  founded  on  in* 
atructions  from  his  Qovernment,  of  as  late  dale 
as  the  17th  of  June,  in  which  he  suted  that  aa 
official  declaration  would  be  sent  to  thiaconalrT, 
proposing  a  conditional  repeal  ot  the  Ordecs  m 
Council,  so  far  as  they  affected  the  United  Sutea^ 
no  notice  whatever  was  taken  of  the  French  de- 
cree.   One  of  the  conditions  then  contemplated 
was,  that  the  orders  in  Council  should  be  revived 
at  the  end  of  eight  months,  unless  the  coadact  of 
the  French  Qovernment,  and  the  result  of  the 
conamunicatiqns  with  the  Qovernment  of  tlie 
United  States  should  be  such  as,  in  the  opinioA 
of  the  British  Gbver nment,  to  render  their  tevi* 
val  unnecessary  \  a  condluon  which  proves  in- 
contestably  that  the  French  decree  was  not  con- 
sidered by  the  British  Qovernment  a  sufilcient 
? round  on  which  to  repeal  the  Ordecs  in  Council. 
t  proves^  also,  that,  on  that  day  the  Britbh  Qov- 
ernment had  resolved  not  to  repeal  the  Orders  on 
the  basis  of  that  decree;  since  the  proposed  s^ 
peal  was  to  depend,  not  on  what  the  French  Qov- 
ernment had  already  done,  but  on  what  it  might 
do,  and  on  arrangemenu  entered  into  with  ^m 
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United  BUiles,  unconneeted  with   the  French 
repeal. 

The  French  decree  of  the  98th  of  April,  1811, 
was  transmitted  to  the  United  States  by  the  Wasp, 
a  poblic  Tessel,  which  had  been  long:  awaiting^, 
at  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  de- 
spatches from  our  Ministers  relating  to  these  Terr 
important  concerns  with  both  Gorernments.  It 
was  received  at  the  Department  of  State  on  the 
13th  of  Jalf ,  1812}  neatlf  a  month  after  the  dec- 
laration of  war  affainst  Great  Britain.  Intelli- 
gence of  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council  was 
not  received  until  about  the  middle  of  the  follow^ 
ing  month.  It  was  impossible,  therefore,  that 
either  of  these  acts,  in  whatever  light  they  might 
be  viewed,  should  have  been  taken  into  consider- 
ation, or  have  had  any  influence  in  deciding  on 
that  important  event. 

Had  the  British  Gfovemroent  been  disposed  to 
repeal  its  Orders  in  Council,  in  conformity  with 
the  prinoiple  on  which  it  professed  to  have  is- 
ened  them,  and  on  the  condition  which  it  had 
itself  prescribed,  there  was  no  reason  to  delay  the 
repeal  until  snch  a  decree  as  that  of  the  38th  of 
April,  1811,  should  be  produced.    The  declara- 
tion of  the  French  Government  of  August  5, 1810, 
had  fully  satisfied  every  claim  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, according  to  its  own  principles  on  that 
point.    By  it  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan 
were  deelared  to  be  repealed^  the  repeal  to  take 
efiect  on  the  Ist  of  November  following;  on  which 
day  it  did  take  effect.    The  only  condition  at- 
tached to  it  was,  either 4hat  Great  Britain  should 
ibllow^  the  example,  and   repeal  her  Orders  in 
Comseiljorthat  the  United  States  should  carry  into 
effect  against  her  their  non-importation  act.  This 
condition  was,  in  its  nature,  subsequent,  not  pre- 
cedent ;  reserving  a  right  in  France  to  revive  her 
decrees,  in  case  neither  alternative  was  performed. 
By  this  declaration  it  was  put  completely  in  the 
powiar  of  Great  Britain  to  terminate  this  contro- 
versy in  a  manner  the  most  honorable  to  herself. 
France  had  yielded  to  her  the  ground  on  a  con- 
dition with  which  she  had  deelared  her  willing- 
nees  to  comply.    Had  she  complied,  the  non- 
importation act  would  not  have  been  carried  into 
effect,  noreould  the  French  decrees  have  been 
revived.    By  refusing  to  comply,  she  has  made 
herself  responsible  for  all  that  has  since  followed. 
By  the  decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  the 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  were  said  to  be  de- 
flttitivelyr  repealed,  and  the  execution  of  the  non- 
importation act  against  Great  Britain  was  de- 
clared to  be  the  rround  of  that  repeal.    The  re- 
peal, snnonnced  ny  the  declaration  of  the  5th  of 
AiHnist,  1810,  was<  absolute  and  final,  except  as 
to  the  condition  subsenuently  attached  to  it.  This 
latter  decree  acknowledges  that  that  condition 
bad  been  peribrmed,  and  disclaims  the  right  to 
revive  it  m  consequence  of  that  performance; 
and,  extending  back  to  the  1st  of  November)  eon- 
ftrma,  in  every  circumstance,  the  preceding  repeal. 
The  latter  act,  therefore,  as  to  the  repeal,  is  no- 
tliing^  more  than  a  confirmation  of  the  former. 
It  is  in  this  sense  that  those  two  acts  axe  to  be 
;imdancood  in  Fimace.    It  ia  in  the  same  aeate 


that  they  are  to  be  regarded  by  other  Powers. 
In  repealing  the  Orders  in  CouDcil  on  the  pre- 
text of  the  French  decree  of  the  28th  of  April, 
1811,  the  British  Gkvemment  has  conceded  that 
it  ought  to  have  repealed  them  on  the  declaration 
of  the  5th  of  August,  1810.    It  is  impossible  to   ■ 
discriminate  between  the  two  acts,  or  to  separate 
them  from  each  other,  so  as  to  justify,  on  sound  and 
consistent  principles,  the  repeal  ot  the  Orders  in 
Council  on  the  ground  of  one  act,  and  the  refusal 
to  repeal  them  on  that  of  the  other.   The  second 
act  makes  the  repeal  definitive;  but  for  what  rea* 
son?   Because  the  n  on -importation  act  had  been 
put  in  force  against  Great  Britain,  in  compliance 
with  the  condition  subsequently  attached  to  the 
former  repeal,  and  her  refusal  to  repeal  her  Or- 
ders in  Council.    That  act  being  still  in  force, 
and  the  decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  being 
expressly  founded  on  it,  Great  Britain  repeals  her 
Orders  in  Council  on  the  basis  of  this  latter  de- 
cree.    The  conclusion  is  therefore  irresistible, 
that  by  this  repeal,  under  all  the  circumstances 
attending  it,  the  British  Government  has  ac- 
knowledged the  justice  of  the  claim  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States  to  a  repeal  on  the  former  occasion. 
I  By  accepting  the  latter  repeal,  it  has  sanctioned 
the  nreeeding  one.    It  has  sanctioned  also  the 
conduct  of  this  Gk)vernment  In  carrying  into 
effect  the  non-importation  act  against  Great  Brit- 
ain, founded  on  the  preceding  repeal. 

Other  important  consequences  result  from  this 
repeal  of  the  British  Government.  By  fair  and 
obvious  construction,  the  acceptance  of  the  decree 
of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  as  the  ground  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  ought  to  be  con- 
strued vo  extend  back  to  the  ist  of  November, 
1810,  the  day  on  which  the  preceding  repeal  took 
effect.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  full  confi- 
dence that,  if  thi^  question  could  be  submitted  to 
the  judgment  of  an  impartial  judicial  tribunal, 
such  would  be  its  decision.  He  has  equal  confi- 
dence that  such  will  be  the  judgment  pronounced 
on  it  by  the  enlightened  and  impartial  world.  If, 
however,  these  two  acts  could  be  separated  from 
each  other,  so  as  that  the  latter  might  be  made 
the  basis  of  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
distinct  from  the  former,  it  follows  that,  bearing 
date  on  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  the  repeal  ought 
to  have  relation  to  that  date.  In  le^ai  construc- 
tion, between  nations  as  well  as  individuals,  acts 
are  to  he  respected  from  the  time  they  begin  to 
operate;  and  where  they  impose  a  moral  or  po- 
litical obligation  on  another  party,  that  obliga- 
tion commences  with  the  commencement  of  the 
act.  But  it  has  been  urged  that  the  French  de- 
cree was  not  promulgated  or  made  known  to  the 
British  €k>vemment  until  a  year  after  its  date* 
This  objection  has  no  force.  By  accepting  an 
act  bearing  date  a  year  before  it  was  promulgated, 
it  is  admitted  that^  in  the  interval,  nothing^  was 
done  repugnant  to  it.  It  cannot  be  presumed  that 
any  Government  would  accept  from  another,  as 
the  basis  on  which  it  was  to  found  an  important 
measure,  an  act  of  anterior  and  remote  date, 
pledging  itself  to  a  certain  course  of  conduct, 
which  that  Government  had,  in  the  interval,  de- 
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parted  from  and  Tiolated*  If  any  QoTenmiaBt 
oad  violated  aa  acl,  the  iajooctions  of  which  it 
was  boand  to  obfenre,  by  an  anterior  oae  ia  rela- 
tion to  a  third  party,  and  which  it  prdesBed  to 
liave  observed  before  its  accepjtance  by  the  other, 
it  conld  not  be  presamed  that  it  would  cease  to 
violate  it  after  the  acceptance.  The  coaelnsion 
is  irresistible,  that,  if  the  other  Qovernment  did 
accept  Bocb  act,  with  a  knowledge  of  its  antece<- 
deat  violation,  as  the  foundation  of  any  measure 
on  its  own  part,  such  act  must  have  been  the  os- 
tensible only,  and  not  the  real,  motive  to  such 
measure. 

The  declaration  of  the  Prince  Rej^ent  of  tke 
21st  of  April,  1812,  is  in  full  confirmation  of  these 
reoiarks.  By  this  act  of  the  British  Qovernmenl, 
it  is  formally  announced,  on  the  authority  of  a 
report  of  the  Seereury  of  Foreign  Afiairs  to  the 
Conservative  Senate  of  France,  that  the  French 
decrees  were  still  in  force  and  tnat  the  Orders  in 
CUiancil  should  not  be  repealed.  It  cannot  fail  lo 
excite  considerable  surprise  that  the  British  Gk>v- 
emment  should  immediately  afterwards,  that  is, 
on  the  23d  of  June,  repeal  its  Orders  in  Comi- 
cil,  on  the  ground  of  the  French  decree  of  the 
S8th  of  April,  1811.  By  this  proceeding  the  Brit- 
ish Government  has  involved  itself  in  a  manifest 
inconsistency.  It  has  maintained  by  one  aet  that 
the  French  decrees  were  in  full  toreei  and  by 
another  that  they  were  rejpealed  dmring  the  same 
space  of  time.  It  admits,  also,  that  by  no  act  of  the 
French  Qovernment,  or  of  its  cruisers,  had  any  vio- 
lation of  the  repeal,  announced  by  the  dedarotion 
of  the  French  Govern  meat  of  the  5th  of  August, 
1810,  been  committed,  or,  at  least,  that  each  vio* 
lation  had  not  bad  sufficient  weight  to  prevent 
the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  ConncU. 

It  was  objected  that  the  declaration  of  Ihe 
French  Govermnent  of  the  5th  August,  1810, 
was  not  such  an  aet  as  the  British  Qovernmeitf 
ought  to  have  redded.  The  Secretary  of  State 
is  thoroughly  satufied  thai  this  objection  is  alto* 

Sither  unfounded.  It  was  eommunieated  by  Uie 
mperor  through  his  highest  official  organ,  the 
Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiarv  of  the  United  States  at  Paris. 
It  is  impossible  to  conceive  an  act  more  formal, 
authentic,  or  obligatory  on  the  French  Govern- 
ment than  that  alluded  to.  Does  one  Qoverih- 
ment  ever  ask  or  expect  from  another  to  secure 
the  performance  of  any  duty,  however  important, 
more  than  its  official  pledge^  fairly  and  fully  ex- 
pcewed)  Can  better  security  be  given  for  its 
performance?  Had  there  beea  any  doubt  on  this 
subject,  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  herself,  in 
similar  cases,  would  have  completely  removed  iu 
The  whole  history  of  her  diplomatic  iaiercoane 
with  other  Powers,  on  the  subject. of  blockade,  is 
in  accord  with  this  proceeding  of  the  French 
Government.  We  know  that  when  her  (Sovernr 
meat  institutes  a  blockade,  the  Secretary  of  For- 
eign Affairs  announces  it  to  the  Ministers  of 
other  Powers  at  London,  and  that  the  same  form 
is  observed  when  they  are  revoked.  Nor  was  the 
authenticity  of  either  act,  thus  announced,  ever 
questioned. 


Had  a  similar  declaratian  been  aiaAe  by  the 
Minister  of  France  in  the  United  States  to  tUs 
Goverament,  by  the  order  of  his  owa,  wooM  it 
not  have  been  entitled  to  respect,  and  been  iei> 
speoted  1  By  the  usa^  of  nations  s«eh  wpeot 
could  not  have  been  withheld.  The  atvawgraiet 
made  with  Mr.  firskine  is  a  fall  proof  of  the  good 
faith  of  this  Government,  aad  of  ite  impnrtialiu 
in  iu  transactions  with  both  the  belligerents.  It 
was  made  with  that  Miaister  on  the  gvooad  ef 
his  public  character,  and  the  confidence  dim  to  it; 
on  which  basis  the  aon-intereoofse  was  reoaovad 
as  to  Eagiand,  and  left  in  Aill  foree  agiinet 
Fmnce.  The  failure  of  that  arrangeneikt  was 
imputable  to  the  British  Government  alone,  whe^ 
in  rejecting;  it,  took  on  itself  a  high  res^0Bai> 
bility,  not  simply  in  regard  to  the  conse^ueneei 
attending  it,  but  in  disavowiitf  and  ajaaoilti^  the 
act  of  its  Minister,  without  showing  that  ha  had 
exeeeded  his  authority.  In  afeceptaag  the  declare 
ation  of  the  French  Minieter  of  Foreign  Affiun^ 
in  proof  of  the  French  repeal,  the  Uiutad  E^micb 
gave  no  proof  of  improper  credence  to  thn  Ghwv* 
ernuMnt  of  France.  On  a  coranariaon  of  bo^ 
transactions  it  will  nppear,  that  if  a  aaf  ked  «»• 
fidence  and  respect  was  shown  to  either  Gtovecnp 
aaent,  it  was  to  that  of  Great  Britain.  Is  neeep^ 
ing  the  declaration  of  the  Gtovemment  of  Pnaotv 
ia  the  preseace  of  the  Rmperer,the  United  Sialas 
stood  on  more  secure  ground  than  ia  nmcpring 
that  of  a  British  Miaister  in  this  country. 

To  the  demand  made  by  the  United  Sutes  of 
the  repeal  of  the  British  Ordera  in  GovactL 
foundtd  on  the  basis  of  the  French  lepcnl  ii 
August  5, 1810,  the  fidtish  Qoveaaent  leptied^ 
bv  demanding  a  copy  of  the  evders  iaened  fay  the 
French  Government  for  carrying  into  elfectthai 
repeal ;  a  demand  without  eaaasp&e  ia  the  intae* 
coarse  between  nations.  By  this  deoMad  it 
ceased  to  be  a  question  whether  the  Frohch  Bn> 
peal  was  of  sufficient  extent,  or  was  founded  ea 
justifiable  conditions.  The  pledge  of  the  French 
Government  was  doubted ;  a  serntiny  waa  to  he 
instituted  as  to  the  manner  in  whioh  it  was  to  he 
discharged,  and  ite  ihith  preserved,  not  by  the 
subsequent  conduct  of  iu  ernisers  towuda  the 
vessels  of  the  United  Slates,  but  by  a  e<qpy  oCihe 
orders  given  to  its  ernisers.  Where  wonld  this 
end?  If  the  French  Governmem  intended  a 
fraud  hj  its  declaiatien  of  repenl,  aaaonaeed  to 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States,  aad 
to  this  Government,  might  it  not  likei 
mit  a  fraud  in  any  other  communication  which 
it  might  make?  If  credit  was  refneed  by  dhe 
British  Ctovernment  to  the  aet  of  the  Freaek 
Government,  thus  foiamlly  anaoaneed,  is  it  panh 
able  that  it  weald  have,  heea  givea  by  it  to  aaj 
document  of  inferior  chamoter,  direeied  io  its 
own  people?  Altheuah  it  was  thepolief, 
might  be  the  intereat  <h  the  British 
to  eoga^  the  United  States  an  euch  a  eeatn^ 
versy  with  the  French  GovemaBMSit,  it  was  te 
from  comporting  with  their  interests  la  do  iL 
They  considered  it  their  daty  to  neoept  the  icpnil 
already  made  by  the  French  Government  of  in 
deeiee^aad  to  rook  to  its  eonduet,  and  ta  chatef 
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ki  cniiaenL  Maeliimcd  bf  tke  Qovernnwiiii  for  | 
tkt  faithAii  performuioe  or  violatimi  of  iu  The 
United  States  barui{[  been  iDJared  bf  both  Pow- 
ers, veie  unwilting,  in  their  eieriioas  to  obtaio 
justiee  of  either,  to  become  the  insirumeDt  of  the 
other.  Thejr  were  the  less  inclined  to  it  in  the 
pcesent  instance,  from  the  oonsidenuion  that  the 
party  making  the  piessure  on  them  maintained 
la  full  foree  its  nnlawfal  edicts  against  the  Ameri- 
can commerce,  while  it  conld  not  deny  that  a 
considerable  adTance  at  least  had  been  made  bj 
the  other  towards  a  complete  accommodation ;  it 
bstng  Bianifest  to  the  world,  not  only  that  the 
£uth  of  the  French  GhiTemment  stood  pledged 
for  the  repeal  of  its  deorees*  btit  that  the  repeal 
did  take  efiact  on  the  1st  ol  November,  1810,  in 
regard  to  the  United  States;  that  several  Ameri- 
can yessels  taken  under  them  had  been  delivered 
vp;  and  jodioial  decisions  suspended  on  all,  by 
its  order ;  and  that  it  also  continued  to  ffive  the 
most  positive  assurances  that  the  repeil  should 
be  fiBiitnfully  obeerved. 

It  has  also  been  urged  that  the  French  repeal 
was  conditional,  and  for  that  reason  could  not  be 
accepted.  This  objection  hae  already  been  fully 
aaeweredi  It  mertu  attention,  however,  that  the 
mcts  of  the  British  Qovemment  relating  to  this 
subject,  particularly  the  declaration  of  the  dlst 
April,  1812,  and  the  repeal  of  that  of  the  83d 
Jime  of  the  aame  vttLTj  are  equally  and  in  like 
manner  conditioosJ.  It  is  not  a  little  snrprwag 
that  ike  Bfttisk  GtoverttmcHi  should  have  ob- 
jeeied  to  a  measure  iu  auoiker  Govenmeut  to 
which  it  has  itself  gtveu  a  saaetioo  by  its  own 
acts.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  lemark,  tkat  this 
objection  kae  been  comnlelelv  waived  and  giTen 
up  bey  the  acceptance  at  the  decree  of  the  28th  of 
Aprils  1811, 

The  British  Government  has  urged,  also,  that 
it  could  not  conlide  in  the  faithful  performance 
kiy  the  Fieuch  CkivemoMut  of  any  engagemeut 
-it  might  enter  iuto  relativa  to  the  repeal  of  its  de- 
crees. This  objection  would  be  equally  applka- 
blo  to  any  ethee  compact  to  be  entered  into  with 
France.  While  maintained,  it  would  be  a  bar  to 
any  treaty,  even  to  a  treaty  of  peace,  between 
them.  But  it  idao  has  been  admitted  to  be  un- 
founded by  the  acceptance  of  the  decree  of  tke 
aaih  April,  1811. 

The  Secretary  of  Suite  presoaws  tkat  these 
fisots  and  expkinations,  supported  as  they  are  by 
Mtfhentie  documents,  prove :  First,  that  the  re- 
peal of  the  British  Orders  in  Council  was  not  to 
be  asoribed  to  the  French  deeiee  bearing  date  on 
the  S8th  April,  1811 ;  and,  secondly,  that  iu  mak- 
ing that  deeiee  the  basis  of  their  repeal,  the  Bcii- 
ieh  Government  has  conceded  that  it  ought  to 
keve  repealed  them  on  the  ground  of  the  4eolar- 
etioB  of  the  French  Govemawttt  of  the  6ih 
August,  1810,  so  as  to  take  eilect  oa  the  1st  No- 
vieaiber  following.  To  what  cause  the  repeal  of 
the  British  Oidem  iu  Council  was  justly  attrib- 
tttafale  cannot  now  remain  a  doubt  with  any  who 
^ve  marked,  with  a  jnst  discernment,  the  coume 
of  eTcats.  It  meat  affi>rd  great  consolfttion  to 
tke  good  fttopk  of  these  Stales  to  know  Om 


they  have  not  submitted  to  privations  in  vain. 
The  discussion  of  other  wrongs,  particularly 
that  relatiag  to  impressment,  had  been  closed 
some  time  before  the  period  alluded  to.  It  was 
unworthy  the  character  of  the  United  States  to 
pursue  the  discussion  on  that  difierence,  when  it 
was  evident  that  no  advantage  could  be  derived 
from  it.  The  right  was  reserved  to  be  brought 
forward  and  urged  again  when  it  might  be  done 
with  effect.  In  the  meantime,  the  practice  of 
impressment  was  persevered  in  with  rtgor. 

At  the  time  when  war  was  declarM  agmnst 
Great  Britain,  no  satisfactory  arrangement  was 
ofiered,  or  likely  to  be  obtained,  respecting  im- 
pressment i  and  notkiag  was  more  remote  from 
the  expectation  of  this  Government  thau  the  re- 
peal of  the  Orders  ia  ConneiL    Every  circum- 
stance which  had  occurred  tending  to  illustrate 
the  policy  aud  views  of  the  British  Government 
renoered  such  an  event  altogether  improbable. 
From  the  commencement  of  that  system  of  boe- 
tility  which  Great  &itala  had  adopted  amtlast 
the  United  States,  her  pretensions  had  graduallv 
increased,  or  at  least  become  more  (My  unfoMea, 
according  to  circumstances,  until,  at  the  moment 
when  war  was  declared,  they  had  assumed  a  char- 
acter wkieh  dispelled  all  prospect  of  accommoda- 
tion.   The  Orders  Iu  Council  were  said  to  have 
beea  adopted  ou  a  principle  of  retaliation  on 
Fnmce,  although  at  the  time  when  the  order  of 
May,  1806^  was  issued,  no  measura  of  Fmoee 
had  occurred  en  which  it  could  be  rendiatmry : 
and  at  the  date  of  the  neit  order,  (January,  1807,) 
it  was  hardly  posrible  that  this  Government 
should  have  even  heard  of  the  decree  of  Beriiu 
to  which  it  related.    It  was  stated  at  the  time  of 
their  adoption,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  that 
they  should  be  revoked  as  soon  as  France  revoked 
her  decroes,  and  that  the  British  Government 
would  proceed  with  the  GovemaMut  of  France 
fjoHpamu  in  the  revocation.    After  the  declara- 
tion, however,  of  the  French  GoYernment  of  the 
5th  August,  1810.  by  which  the  Beriiu  aad  Milau 
decrees  were  declared  to  be  repealed,  the  British 
Government  changed  its  tone,  and  contmoed  to 
rise  in  its  demands  to  the  moment  that  war  was 
declared.    It  objected,  first,  that  the  French  re- 
peal was  conditional  and  not  absolute :  although 
the  only  condition  attached  to  it  was,  that  Great 
Britain  should  follow  the  example,  or  the  United 
States  fulfil  their  pledge,  by  executing  the  non- 
importation act  against  her.    It  was  then  de- 
manded that  France  should  repeal  her  internal 
regulations,  as  a  condition  of  the  repeal  of  the 
British  Orders  in  Council ;  next,  that  the  French 
repeal  should  be  extended  to  all  neutral  aations 
as  well  as  to  the  United  States;  and,  lastly,  that 
the  ports  of  her  enemies^  and  all  ports  fVom  which 
tke  JBritieh  flag  was  excluded,  should  be  opeaed 
to  British  manuAwtures  in  American  vessels; 
conditions  so  extravagant  as  to  satisfy  all  dispaa- 
siooate  minds  tiiat  they  were  demanded,  not  in 
the  expectation  that  they  would  or  could  be  com- 
plied with,  but  to  terminate  the  dieeussion. 

On  Ml  consideration  of  all  circumstances,  it 
appeared  that  the  period  had  arcrred  when  it 
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became  the  datjr  of  the  United  Scates  to  take 
that  attitude  with  Great  Britaio  which  was  dae 
to  their  violated  rights,  to  the  security  of  (heir 
most  important  interests,  and  to  their  character 
as  an  independent  nation.  To  hare  shrank  from 
the  crisis  would  have  been  to  abandon  ererything 
valuable  to  a  free  people.  The  surrender  of  oor 
seamen  to  British  impressment,  with  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  naviffation  and  commerce,  would  not 
have  been  its  only  evils.  The  desolation  of  prop- 
erty, however  great  and  widely  spread,  affects  an 
interest  which  admits  of  repair.  The  wound  is 
incurable  only  which  fixes  a  stigma  oa  the  na- 
tional honor.  While  the  spirit  of  the  p«ople  is 
unsubdued,  there  will  always  be  found  in  their 
virtue  a  resource  equal  to  the  greatest  dangers 
and  most  trying  emergencies.-  It  is  in  the  nature 
of  free  Government  to  inspire  in  the  body  of  the 
people  generous  and  noble  sentiments;  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  constituted  authorities  to  cherish 
mud  to  ap{)eal  to  those  sentiments  and  to  rely  on 
the  patriotic  support  of  their  constituents.  Had 
they  proved  themselves  unequal  to  the  crisis,  the 
most  fatal  consequences  would  have  resulted  from 
it*  The  proof  of  their  weakness  would  have 
been  recorded;  but  not  on  them  alone  would  its 
baneful  effect  have  been  visited.  It  would  have 
shaken  the  foundation  of  the  Government  itself, 
and  even  of  the  sacred  principles  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, on  which  ail  our  political  institutions  de- 
pend. Yielding  to  the  pretensions  of  a  foreign 
Fower,  without  making  a  manly  effort  in  defence 
of  our  rights;  without  appealing  to  the  virtue  of 
the  people  or  to  the  strength  of  our  Union,  it 
would  have  been  charged,  and  believed,  that  in 
these  sources  lay  the  hidden  defects.  Where 
would  the  good  people  of  these  States  have  been 
able  to  make  another  stand  1  Where  would  have 
been  their  rallying  point?  The  Government  of 
their  choice  having  been  dishonored,  its  weak- 
ness, and  that  of  their  institutions  demonstrated, 
the  triumph  of  the  enemy  would  have  been  com- 
plete.   It  would  also  have  been  durable. 

The  constituted  authorities  of  the  United 
States  neither  dreaded  nor  anticipated  these  evils. 
They  had  full  confidence  in  the  strength  of  the 
Union,  in  the  firmness  and  virtue  of  the  people, 
and  were  satisfied,  when  the  appeal  should  be 
made,  that  ample  proof  would  be  afforded  that 
their  confidence  had  not  been  misplaced.  For- 
eign pressure,  it  was  not  doubted,  would  soon  dis- 
sipate foreiffn  partialities  and  prejudices,  if  such 
existed,  and  unite  us  more  closely  together  as  one 
people. 

In  declaring  war  against  Great  Britain,  the 
United  Sutes  have  placed  themselves  in  a  situa- 
tion to  retort  the  hostility^  which  they  had  so 
lonf:  suffered  from  the  British  Government.  The 
maintenance  of  their  rights  was  the  object  of  the 
war.  Of  the  desire  of  this  Government  to  ter- 
minate the  war  on  honorable  conditions,  ample 
proof  has  been  afforded  by  the  proposition  made 
to  the  British  Government,  immediately  after 
the  declaration  of  war,  through  the  Charg^  d'A- 
faires  of  the  United  States  at  London,  and 
by  the  promptitude  and  manner  of  the  aocept- 


ance  of  the  mediation  of  the  E*mperor  of  Russia. 
It  was  anticipated  by  some  that  m  decbumtion 
of  war  against  Great  Britain  would  force  the 
United  States  into  a  close  connexion  with  her 
adversary,  much  to  their  disadvantage.  The  Sec- 
retary of  Sute  thinks  it  proper  to  remark,  that 
nothing  is  more  remote  from  the  fact.  The  di»> 
crimination  in  favor  of  France,  mceordins  ta 
law,  in  consequence  of  her  acceptanee  of  the 
proposition  made  equally  to  both  Powers^  pro- 
duced a  difference  between  them  in  that  spMal 
case,  but  in  that  only.  The  war  with  Rogkad 
was  declared  without  any  concert  or  commoni- 
cation  with  the  French  Gtovemmeot ;  it  has  pro- 
duced no  connetion  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  or  any  understanding  as  to  its  prose- 
cucion,  continuance,  or  terminauon.  The  oem- 
sible  relation  between  the  two  co«ncries  is  the 
true  and  only  one.  The  United  States  hmre  j«t 
claims  on  France  for  spoliations  on  tkeir  oooo- 
merce  on  the  high  seas,  and  in  the  ports  of 
France ;  and  their  late  Minister  was,  and  their 
present  Minister  is,  instructed  to  demand  repara- 
tion for  these  injuries,  and  to  press  it  with  the 
energy  due  to  the  justice  of  their  claims,  and  to 
the  character  of  the  United  States.  The  mak 
of  the  ttM^tiation  will  be  eommunieated  to  Con- 
gress in  due  time.  The  papen  marked  I  eontaa 
copies  of  two  letters,  addressed  from  this  Depart- 
ment to  Mr.  Barlow;  one  of  the  16th  June.  181^ 
just  before  the  declaration  of  war;  the  other,  ox 
the  lith  July  following,  which  show  distinctly 
the  relation  existing  between  the  United  States 
and  France  at  that  interesting  period.  No  ehaage 
has  since  occurred  in  it. 
All  which  is  respeetfullv  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROB. 

The  PRESIDEKT  OP  THB  UnITED  StATCS, 


Copy  of  a  letter  frem  tbs  MiniBtsr  of  Pinnes  to  Hm 
Count  of  Snssy*  CoanssUor  of  Statok  Diredar  Gsr- 
ersl  of  the  Customs. 

DnccMBBB  15, 18J0. 

On  the  5th  of  last  August  the  Minister  of  For- 
eign Relations  wrote  to  Mr.  Armstrong,  Miniaiar 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriea, 
that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  revoked, 
and  that,  after  the  1st  of  November,  they  woaid 
cease  to  have  effect;  it  being  well  understood 
that,  in  consequenee  of  this  declaration,  the  Sag^ 
lish  would  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  aM 
renounce  the  new  principles  of  blockade  whieli 
they  wished  to  establish,  or  that  the  United  Stateai 
in  conformity  to  the  act  communicated,  shoola 
cause  their  rights  to  be  respected  by  the  Earliak. 

On  the  communieatioB  of  this  note,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  issued,  on  the  Sd  of  No- 
▼ember,  a  proclamation,  which  aaaooaces  the 
revocation  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  aftw 
the  1st  of  November }  and  which  deekrea  that, 
in  consequence  thereof,  all  the  reatrietioas  im- 
posed b^  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May,  1809,  shoeld 
cease  with  respect  to  France  and  her  depeadeneiea. 

The  same  day  the  Treasury  Departmeat  ad* 
diesscd  to  the  collector  of  the  coatoma  a  eiienlar, 
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wfaich  directs  tlMm  to  admit  into  the  ports  and 
waters  of  the  United  States  armed  French  vessels, 
and  enjoins  it  on  them  to  apply,  after  the  2d  of 
February  next,  the  law  of  the  Ist  of  May,  1809, 
prohibiting^  ail  eommerctal  relation  to  Bngiish 
vessels,  of  every  description,  as  well  as  to  prodac- 
tions  of  the  soil,  industry,  or  commerce  of  Eng- 
land and  her  dependencies. 

His  Majesty  having  seen  in  these  two  pieces 
the  enunciation  of  the  measures  which  the  Amer* 
icans  propose  taking  on  the  3d  of  February  next, 
to  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected,  has  ordered 
me  to  inform  you  that  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
crees must  not  be  applied  to  any  American  ves- 
sels that  liave  entered  our  ports  since  the  1st  of 
November,  or  may  enter  in  future ;  and  that  those 
which  have  been  sequestered,  as  being  in  contra- 
vention of  these  decrees,  must  be  the  object  of  a 
special  report. 

On  the  2d  of  February  I  shall  acquaint  you 
with  the  intention  of  the  Emperor  with  regard  to 
the  definitive  measures  to  be  taken  for  distinguish- 
ing and  favoring  the  American  navigation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  salute  you. 
The  Minister  of  Finance, 

THE  DUKE  OF  QAETE. 


C<Hiy  of  a  letter  from  his  Szcellency  the  Grand  Judge, 
Ministar  of  Justice,  to  the  Coansellor  of  Sute,  Pres- 
ident of  the  Cooncil  of 


Prench  Empire^ 

Paris,  Dee.  20, 1810. 

Mr.  President :  The  Minister  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations, by  order  of  His  Majesty  the  Smperor  and 
King,  addressed  on  the  5th  of  August  last  to  the 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
a  note  containing  the  following  words : 

^  I  am  authorized  to  declare  to  you  that  the 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and  that 
after  the  1st  of  November  they  will  cease  to  have 
effect ;  it  being  well  understood,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  this  declaration  the  BLnglish  will  re- 
voke their  Orders  in  Council,  and  renounce  the 
new  principles  of  blockade  which  they  wished  to 
esublish  ;  or  that  the  United  States,  in  conform- 
ity to  the  act  yon  have  jiut  communicated,  will 
cause  their  rigbis  to  be  respected  by  the  Bngiish." 

In  consequence  of  the  communication  of  this 
nou,  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  issued, 
OB  the  2d  of  November,  a  proclattation,  to  an- 
nounce the  revocation  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin 
and  Milan,  and  declared  that,  in  consequence 
thereof,  all  Ihe  restrietions  imposed  by  the  act  of 
the  1st  May  must  cease  with  respect  to  France 
and  her  dependencies.  On  the  same  day  the  Tr^a- 
sttrv  Department  addressed  a  circular  to  all  the 
collectors  of  the  customs  of  the  United  States, 
which  enjoins  them  to  admit  into  the  poru  ano 
waters  of  the  United  States,  armed  French  ves- 
sels; prescribes  to  them  to  apply,  after  the  2d  of 
February  next,  to  English  vessels  of  every  de- 
scription, and  to  the  productions  arising  from  the 
soil  and  industry  or  the  commerce  of  England 
and  her  dependencies,  the  law  which  prohibits 
all  eommeieial  relations,  if  at  thatperiod  the  rev* 


oeation  of  the  English  Orders  in  Council,  and  of 
ail  the  acts  violating  the  neutrality  of  the  United 
State5,  should  not  be  announced  by  the  Treasury 
Department. 

In  consequence  of  this  engai^ement,  entered 
into  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  their  rights  to  be  respected,  His  Majesty 
orders  that  all  the  causes  that  may  be  pending  in 
the  Council  of  Prizes  of  captures  of  American 
vessels  made  after  the  1st  of  November,  and  those 
that  may  in  future  be  brought  before  it,  shall  not 
be  judged  according  to  the  principles  of  the  de- 
crees of  Berlin  and  Milan,  but  that  they  shall  re- 
main suspended  ;  the  vessds  captured  or  seixed 
to  remain  only  in  a  state  of  sequestration,  and  the 
rights  of  the  proprietors  being  reserved  for  them 
autil  the  2d  or  February  next,  the  period  at  which 
the  United  States  bavine  fulfilled  the  engagements 
to  cause  their  rights  tooe  respected,  the  said  cap- 
tures shall  be  declared  null  oy  the  council,  and 
the  American  vessels  restored,  together  with  their 
cargoes,  to  their  proprietors. 

Receive,  Mr.  President,  the  new  assurances  of 
my  most  distinguished  consideration, 

THE  DUKE  OF  MAS8A. 

C. 
Bxtnct  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Barlow  to  Mr.  RnsselL 

Pari0,  May  11, 1812. 

I  have  concluded  to  despatch  the  Wasp  to  Eng- 
land, expressly  to  carry  to  you  the  documents 
herewith  enclosed. 

I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  learn  by  the  dec- 
laration of  the  Prince  Regent  in  Council,  of  the 
21st  of  April,  that  it  was  still  believed  by  the 
British  Government  that  the  French  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan  yet  remained  in  force,  as  appli- 
cable to  the  United  States.  On  reading  that  aec- 
laration,  I  therefore  addressed  to  the  Duke  of 
Bassano  a  note  bearing  date  the  1st  of  May.  of 
which  I  enclose  you  a  copy. 

This  drew  from  him  the  answer  of  which  I 
likewise  hand  you  a  copy,  with  the  three  doc- 
uments that  accompanied  it.  The  most  remark- 
able of  these  is  the  decree  of  the  28th  April,  1811. 
This  piece  I  had  never  before  seen ;  it  appears 
that  it  had  not  been  published  at  the  time  of  its 
date,  and,  not  finding  it  among  the  archives  of 
this  Legation,  I  suspect  that,  by  some  omission 
or  neglect,  it  was  not  communicated  to  you  as  it 
ought  to  have  been.  The  Duke,  however,  assures 
me  that  it  was  so  communicated.  Be  this  as  it 
may.  I  am  convinced  it  has  not  been  made  known 
to  the  British  Qovernment. 

D. 

Extract  oft  letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Bsriow. 

London,  May  29, 1812. 

Your  letter  of  the  11th  of  this  month,  with  its 
enclosures,  was  handed  me  on  the  20th,  and  I 
immediately  communicated  copies  of  the  letters 
from  the  French  Minister  of  the  2l8t  of  Decem- 
ber, 1810,  and  also  of  the  decree  of  the  28th  of 
April,  1811,  to  this  Government.  The  letters 
were  already  known ;  but  the  decree,  from  ih 
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cftaae  undoobtedlf  whicti  yon  so  jastly  MsifB) 
naisely  **  so  omission  or  neglect  in  not  kaying 
commnnieated  it  to  rae,"  was  entkelir  new. 

The  Dake  of  Bassano  has  unquestionably  fnH 
faith  in  what  be  assures  you,  but  the  date  of  the 
decree  is  so  rery  remote,  that  it  is  not  surprising 
that  oar  memories  should  not  accord  on  the 
subject. 

E. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

London,  May  30, 1812. 

With  regard  to  the  French  decree  of  the  28th 
of  April,  1811,  Mr.  Barlow,  in  a  letter  to  me, 
makes  the  following  remarks :  "  This  piece  I  had 
never  before  seen ;  it  seems  that  it  had  not  been 
pobliahed  at  the  time  of  its  date .;  and  not  finding 
It  among  the  arch  ires  of  this  LiegatioD,  I  suspect 
that,  by  some  omission  or  neglect,  it  was  not  com- 
municated to  you,  as  it  ought  to  nave  been«  The 
Dake  aasnres  me.  however,  that  it  was  so  com- 
municated. Be  this  as  it  may,  I  am  convinc^Ml  it 
has  not  been  made  known  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment." I  content  myself  with  saying,  that,  nntil 
commwiieated  to  me  by  Mr.  Barlow,  I  had  never 
heard  of  such  a  thing.  I  persuade  myself  that 
there  is  no  necessity  of  my  adding  any  further  ex- 
planation or  comment  on  this  strange  busiaen. 

With  great  napeet,  I  am,  sir,  ^. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

F. 
Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

London,  Map  25, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  herein  a 
copy  of  my  note  of  the  20th  of  this  month,  com- 
municating to  Lord  Castlereagh  a  decree  of  the 
French  Ctovernment,  dated  the  28th  of  April. 
1811,  and  two  letters  of  the  French  Minister,  or 
the  25th  of  December,  1810.  I  also  send  you 
copies  of  that  decree  and  of  a  note  from  his  Lord- 
ship, acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  commu- 
nication, and  engaging  to  submit  the  documents 
above  mentioned  to  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  profound  respect, 
sir,  your  faithful  servant. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

The  Hon  Jajuss  Monrob,  dtc. 


Mr.  Russell  to  Lord  Ctsaeieagh. 

18,  Bentinck  Street,  May  20, 1812. 

The  undersigned,  Charge  des  Affaires  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit to  Lord  Castlereagh  authentic  copies  of  a 
decree  purporting  to  be  passed  by  the  Emperor  of 
the  French  on  the  28(h  day  of  April,  1811 ;  of  a 
letter  addressed  by  the  French  Minister  of  Fi- 
nances to  the  Director  (General  of  the  Customs, 
on  the  25lh  day  of  December,  1810;  and  of  ano- 
ther letter  of  the  same  date  from  the  French  Min* 
ifller  of  Justice  to  the  President  of  the  Council  of 


to  the  United  States,  and  diMinetly  make  this 
revocation  to  take  effect  from  the  Ist  day  of  No- 
vember. 1810,  the  andersigned  cannot  but  persoade 
himself  that  they  will,  in  the  official  and  aatheatie 
form  in  which  they  are  now  presented  to  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  €k>verament,  remove  aU 
doubt  with  respect  to  the  revocation  in  qoestioa, 
and,  joined  with  all  the  powerfol  consideratioas 
of  justice  and  expediency  so  often  8Qggested,lcad 
to  a  like  repeal  of  the  British  Orders  in  ConncQ, 
and  thereby  to  a  renewal  of  that  perfect  amity 
aad  unrestricted  intercourse  between  this  eoantry 
and  the  United  States  which  theobvioos  interests 
of  both  nations  require. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  oecasiea 
to  assure  his  Lordship  of  hts  highest censideratiaB. 

JONATHAN  RUSSBLL. 

Lord  Visoount  Ca0tlsrbaoh,  &e. 

NoTE.-»For  the  enclosures,  see  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Barlow  and  the  Duke  of  Baasano, 
communicated  herewith. 


As  these  acts  explicitly  recognise  the  revoea- 
tion  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  deereee  in  ralaiiott 


Lord  Castlereagh  to  Mz.  Bnidl. 

PoRSNor  OFncii,  Afagr  23, 1812. 

Lord  Castlereagh  presents  his  compliments  to 
Mr.  Russell,  and  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  his  official  note  of  the  21st  instant, 
transmitting  copies  of  two  official  letters  of  the 
French  Minister,  dated  December  25, 1810,  and 
of  a  decree  of  the  French  Government,  bearing 
date  the  28th  of  April,  1811. 

Lord  Castlereaffh  will  immediately  lay  these 
documents  before  His  Roval  Highness  the  Prince 
R^fent,  aad  avails  himself  of  this  opporcnnity  to 
renew  to  Mr.  Rnssell  the  assurances  of  his  high 
consideration. 

Jonathan  RasaBLi^  Esq.,  &e. 

G. 
Mr.  Rnssell  to  Mr.  Monroe, 

LoHOON,  Moif  25, 1812. 

Sir  :  The  assassination  of  Mr.  Pereeval  has  led 
to  a  dissoliitien  of  his  Bitnisiry,  and  I  hope  maf 
lead  to  an  abandonment  of  his  syacem,  as  far  as 
we  are  concerned. 

The  voce  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  St«art  Woit- 
ley  on  the  21st,  forma  address  to  the  Pfiaoe  R»^ 
gent  to  form  a  mote  efficient  Adminsstracion,  has 
driven  the  old  Miaisiers  to  oiler  their  ivaignatioa. 
The  new  anaogeaKnts  are  iatmsMd  <o  Lord 
Wellceley,  bot  nothing  is  yet  effected. 

Mv.  Canning  appears  to  he  associated  widi 
Lordship  in  this  business,  which  I  oannoc 
sider  as  a  eirenmstanne  very  auspieions  lo  oa. 

There  will,  «Hlovhtedly,  be  nraeh  difficnlty  m 
forming  the  new  Cabinet.  None  of  the  old  Misin* 
ters  whI  act  under  Lord  Wellesley,  he  havhuf  an 
recently  refused  to  act  under  them.  Beaidei^  then 
is  considerable  difference  on  essential  pouita  of 
policy.  The  members  of  Opposition  have  a  ie» 
pngnanoe  to  act  under  aay  leader  not  taken  from 
their  own  lanka,  and  they  certainly  wUl  not  cen-^ 
stituie  a  partof  any  Administration  that  does  nel 
adopt  their  system. 

The  probability  tbeiefefe  is,  that  eitlMr  Uord 
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Welkaley  and  Mr.  CanniDg  will  not  inceeed  in 
jMrforming  the  task  imposed  upon  them,  or  that 
they  will  perform  it  so  imperfectly  as  to  expose 
their  work  to  early  destraetion. 

Whatever  may  be  the  ingredients  of  which  the 
new  Cabinet  may  be  composed,  I  am  not  altoge- 
ther without  hope  that  the  Orders  in  Conneil  wiH 
be  modified,  if  not  removed.  The  effects  of  oar 
embargo,  the  eridenoe  before  Parliament  of  the 
distresses  occasioned  by  those  orders,  and  the 
change  of  Ministers  itself,  afford  both  caose  and 
color  for  this  proceeding. 

I  say  nothing  of  the  French  decree,  of  which 
I  this  day  send  yon  a  copy,  as,  without  the  eir- 
eomstanees  jnst  mentioned,  it  wonid,  I  am  per* 
soaded,  have  been  disrorarded. 

I  shall  dismiss  the  Wasp  as  soon  as  the  new 
Ministry  is  formed,  or  before,  unless  that  event 
happens  in  a  few  days.  She  will  return  to  Cher- 
bourg,   With  great  respect,  I  am,  dbe. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 


Sztraetof  a  letter  from  Mr.RnsseU  to  MT.Mouoe. 

LoMOON,  June  13, 1812. 

The  difficulty  which  his  been  encountered  io 
formiog  a  new  Cabinet  has  appeared  to  render  it 
neeeasary  to  support  the  old  one ;  and  upon  this 
ground  the  House  of  Commons  appear  to  have 
acted  last  evening,  in  giving  to  Ministers,  on  the 
second  motion  of  Mr«  WortJey,  a  majority  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five* 

Notwithstanding  these  inauspicious  circum- 
stances, and  all  the  prejudice  of  the  men  now  in 
place  respecting  the  United  States,  yet  I  know 
not  how  the  Orders  in  Council  can  be  maintained 
without  the  most  serious  conseouences  both  to 
this  Gk>vernment  and  country.  It  is  impossible, 
in  the  face  of  the  evidence  now  before  Parliament, 
to  deny  the  vital  ioaportance  of  our  intercourse  to 
this  nation ;  and,  obstinate  as  the  Ministry  is.  I  do 
not  entirely  despair  that  it  will  be  forced  trom 
its  system,  or  from  power.  I  have  some  slender 
hope  that  this  evidence  may,  even  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Brougham  on  Tuesday  next,  produce  some 
change,  althoog^h  it  hardly  seems  probable  that 
the  Ministers  will  allow  the  question  to  come  an 
without  the  certainty  of  a  triumph. 


Mr.  Bussel!  to  Mt.  Monroe. 

London,  June  18, 1812. 

Sir:  I  hand  you  herein  the  TSmst  of  yester- 
day, containing  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  preeeding  evening  relative  to  the 
Orders  in  Council.  Prom  this  d^sbate,  it  appears 
that  these  measures  are  to  be  abandoned,  but  as 
yet  no  official  extinction  of  them  has  been  an- 
nounced. The  time  already  elapsed  since  the 
declaration  of  Lord  Castlereagb,  excites  a  suspi- 
cion that  either  the  jiromised  revocation  will  not 
take  place,  or^  what  is  more  probable,  some  other 
neasnre  equally  unjust  is  now  under  considera- 
tion to  replace  thoee  which  are  to  be  revoked. 

I  hope,  natil  the  doings  here  are  ascertained 


with  oertainty  and  precision,  there  will  be  no 
laxation  on  our  part. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL 


Bztrscts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Rasiell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

London,  June  30, 1812. 

I  have  at  length  had  the  satisfaction  to  an- 
nounce to  )roo,  in  my  letters  of  the  26th  instant, 
the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 

You  will,  without  doubt,  be  somewhat  sur^ 
prised  that  this  revocation  is  founded  on  the 
French  decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811. 

The  real  cause  of  the  revocation  is  the  meat* 
ures  of  our  Government.  These  measures  have 
produced  a  degree  of  distress  among  the  manu- 
facturers of  this  country  that  was  becoming  in- 
tolerable; and  an  apprehension  of  still  greater 
misery,  from  the  calamities  of  war,  drove  them  to 
speak  a  language  which  could  not  be  mtsunder- 
stood  or  disregarded. 

Many  members  of  the  House  of  CommoBS, 
who  Md  been  the  advocates  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  particularly  Mr.  Wilberforee,  and  othen 
from  the  northern  connties,  were  forced  now  tie 
mske  a  stand  against  them,  or  to  meet  the  indig- 
nation of  their  constituents  at  the  approaching 
election.  It  is.  therefore,  the  country,  and  not  the 
Opposition,  which  has  driven  the  Ministers  to 
yield  on  this  occssion ;  and  the  eloquence  of  Mr. 
Brougham  would  have  been  in  vain,  had  it  been 
destitute  of  this  support. 

What  has  now  been  done,  has  been  most  reluct- 
antly done,  and  yielded  to  coercion  instead  of 
being  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  justice  and  concilia 
tion.  The  Ministers  were  resolved  to  concede 
nothing  until  the  last  extremity.  Lord  Castla- 
reagh  undoubtedly  went  down  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  the  10th  instant,  determined  to  pre- 
serve the  Orders  in  Coanci  I  in  iheir  full  force; 
and,  when  he  perceived  that  he  should  be  in  the 
minority,  he  endeavored  to  compromise,  by  giving 
up  as  little  as  possible. 

It  was  decided  by  the  Cabinet,  in  consequence 
of  the  vague  deelaratiooe  of  his  Lordship  on  that 
night,  to  suspend  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  to 
make  this  suspension  to  depend  upon  conditions 
to  be  previously  proposed  to  the  united  States. 
I>riv«n  from  this  ground  by  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Brougham  for  the  call  of  the  House  for  Thurs- 
day, the  25th  of  this  month,  the  Ministers  at 
length  issued  the  order  of  the  23d ;  and  even  this 
order  was  carried  in  the  Cabinet  by  a  small  ma- 
jority, only  &fe  members  voting  against  it.  With 
these  facts  before  me.  I  feel  myself  constrained  lo 
chasten  my  exultatioa  on  what  has  taken  place, 
with  some  fear  of  a  return  of  the  old  injustice  in 
a  new  form. 

H. 
Mr.  Graham  to  Mr.  RuassU. 
DnPAnTMBNT  OF  Statb,  Aug,  9, 1812. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  left  this  city  about  ten  dafs 
a^  on  a  short  visit  to  Virginia.  Since  that  pe- 
nod,  Mr.  Baker  has,  In  consequence  of  some  da- 
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sMtches  from  his  GorernmeDt,  addressed  to  Mr. 
Foster,  made  to  me  a  commanication  respecting 
the  iatentions  of  his  Gtovernment  io  regard  to  the 
Orders  in  Couocil.  It  was  of  a  character,  how- 
eyer,  so  entirely  informal  and  confidential,  that 
Mr.  Baker  did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  make 
it  in  the  form  of  a  note,  verbal,  or  pro  memoria^ 
or  even  permit  me  to  take  a  memorandum  of  it 
at  the  time  be  made  it.  As  it  authorizes  an  ex- 
pectation that  something  more  precise  and  defi* 
nite,  in  an  official  form,  may  soon  be  received  by 
this  Government,  it  is  the  less  necessary  that  I 
should  go  into  an  explanation  of  the  views  of  the 
President  in  relation  to  it,  more  partieoUrly  as 
the  Secretary  of  State  is  daily  expected,  and  will 
be  able  to  do  it  in  a  more  satisfactory  manner. 

i  refer  yoa  to  the  enclosed  papers  for  informa- 
tion as  to  the  maritime  and  military  movements 
incident  to  the  war.  and  will  add,  that  the  Presi- 
dent is  anxious  to  know,  as  soon  as  possible,  the 
resnh  of  the  proi)osals  you  were  authorized  to 
make  to  the  British  Government  respecting  an 
armistice.  He  considers  them  so  fair  and  reason- 
able, that  he  cannot  but  hope  that  they  will  be 
acceded  to,  and  thus  be  the  means  of  hastening 
an  honorable  and  permanent  peace. 
I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

JOHN  GRAHAM. 

Jonathan  Russblu  Esq.,  dbc. 


Mr.  Graham  to  Mr.  Russell. 
Department  of  State,  Aug.  10, 1812. 

Sir  :  Thinking  that  it  may  possibly  be  useful 
to  you,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  a  mem- 
orandum of  the  conversation  between  Mr.  Baker 
and  myself,  alluded  to  in  my  letter  of  this  date. 
From  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Baker,  since  this 
memorandum  was  made,  I  find  that  I  was  correct 
in  representing  to  the  President  that  the  intima- 
tion from  Mr.  Foster  and  the  British  authorities 
at^  Halifax  was  to  be  understood  as  connected 
with  a  suspension  of  hostilities  on  the  frontiers  of 
Canada.    I  have  the  honor,  dbe. 

JOHN  GRAHAM. 

JoNATBAN  Rusbell,  Esq.,  dbc. 

[Memorandum  referred  to  in  the  above  letter.] 

Mr.  Baker  verballv  communicated  to  me,  for 
the  information  of  the  President,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived despatches  from  his  Government,  address- 
ed to  Mr.  Foster,  (dated,  I  believe^  about  the  17th 
JuoO  ^^om  which  he  was  authorized  to  say.  that 
«D  ofl&cial  decUratioQ  would  be  sent  to  this  eoun- 

Sf ;  that  the  Orders  in  Council,  so  far  as  they 
ected  the  United  States,  would  be  repealed  on 
the  1st  of  August,  to  be  revived  on  the  Ist  May, 
1813,  unless  the  conduct  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, and  the  resultfOf  the  communications  with 
the  American  Government,  should  be  such  as^  in 
the  opinion  of  His  Majesty,  to  render  their  re- 
vival unnecessary.  Mr.  Baker  moreover  suted, 
that  the  orders  would  be  revived,  provided  the 
American  Government  did  not,  within  fourteen 
dsLju  after  they  received  the  official  declaration  of 
their  repeal,  admit  British  armed  vessels  into 


their  ports,  and  put  an  end  to  the  reatrictiva 
measures  which  had  grown  oat  of  the  Orders  in 
Council. 

The  despatches  authorizing  the  commanica- 
tion te  the  American  Government,  expressif  di- 
rected that  it  should  be  made  ver^lly  ;  and  Mr. 
Baker  did  not  consider  himself  at  liberty  to  re- 
duce it  to  writing,  even  in  the  form  of  a  note, 
verbal  or  pro  memoriOy  or  to  suffer  lae  to  lake  a 
memorandum  of  his  communication  at  the  time 
he  made  it.  (  understood  from  him  that  the  de- 
spatches had  been  opened  by  Mr.  Foster  at  Hali- 
fax, who,  in  consequence  of  a  conversation  he 
had  had  with  Vice  Admiral  Sawyor  and  Sir  John 
Sherbrooke,  had  authorized  Mr.  mker  lo  aay  thai 
these  gentlemen  would  agree,  as  a  measure  lead- 
ing to  a  suspension  of  hostilities^  that  ail  captures 
made  after  a  dajr  to  be  fixed  shooid  not  be  prcH 
ceeded  against  immediately,  bat  be  detained  to 
await  the  future  decision  of  the  two  Govern  men ca. 
Mr.  Foster  had  not  seen  Sir  Gkorge  Prevost,  bat 
had  written  to  him  by  express,  and  did  not  doabt 
but  that  he  would  agree  to  an  arrangement  for 
the  temporary  suapeneion  of  hosliiitiek  Mc  1^- 
ker  also  stated,  that  he  had  received  an  authority 
from  Mr.  Foster  to  act  as  Charg6  d'Affaires,  pro- 
vided the  American  Government  would  receive 
him  in  that  character,  for  the  purpose  of  enaUing 
him  officially  to  communicate  the  deciaratioa 
which  was  to  be  expected  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment ;  his  functions  to  be  understood,  of  coarse. 
as  ceasing  on  the  renewal  of  hostilities.  I  replied 
that,  although  to  so  general  and  informal  a  com- 
munication no  answer  might  be  necessary,  and 
certainly  no  particular  answer  expected,  yet  I  was 
authorized  to  say,  that  the  communication  is  re- 
ceived with  sincere  satisfaction,  as  it  is  hoped  that 
the  spirit  in  which  it  was  authorized  by  hisGK>v- 
ernment  may  lead  to  such  further  oonsmunica- 
tions  as  will  open  the  way,  not  only  for  an  early 
and  satisfactorjr  termination  of  exieting  hostilities, 
but  to  that  entire  adjastment  of  all  the  differences 
which  produced  them,  and  to  that  perannent 
peace  and  solid  friendship  which  ought  to  bemn- 
tually  desired  by  both  countries,  find  which  ia 
sincerely  desired  by  this; 

With  this  desire,  an  anthority  was  given  to 
Mr.  Russell  on  the  subject  of  an  armistice,  as  in- 
troductory to  a  final  pacification,  as  has  been 
made  known  to  Mr.  Foster;  and  the  'aame  desire 
will  be  felt  on  the  receipt  of  the  further  and  more 
particular  communications  which  are  shortly  to 
be  expected. 

With  respect  to  the  joint  intimation  from  Mr. 
Foster  and  the  British  authorities  at  Halifax,  on 
the  subject  of  suspending  judicial  proceedinga  ia 
the  case  of  maritime  captures,  to  be  accompanied 
by  a  sospension  of  military  operations,  the  aa- 
tbority  ffiven  to  Mr.  Russell,  just  alluded  to^  and 
of  which  Mr.  Foster  was  the  bearer,  is  full  proof 
of  the  solicitude  of  the  Gtovernment  of  the  United 
States  to  bring  about  a  general  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities on  admissible  terms,  with  as  little  delay  aa 
possible.  It  was  not  to  be  doubted,  therefore,  that 
any  other  practicable  expedient  for  attaining  a 
similar  result  would  readily  be  concurred  in* 
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Upon  th€  most  isTorable  eoatideratiou,  faowever, 
WDkh  coald  be  gifen  to  the  expedient  sagsested 
throagb  biro,  it  did  not  appear  lo  be  redueiote  to 
any  practical  sbape  to  whicn  tbe  Ezecatire  would 
be  autborized  to  give  it  tbe  necessary  sanctioD. 
Nor,  indeed,  is  it  probable,  if  it  was  less  liable  to 
insuperable  difficulties,  tbat  it  could  baveany  ma- 
terial effect  previous  to  tbe  result  of  tbe  pacific 
advance  made  by  tbis  Government,  nod  wbich 
must,  if  favorably  received,  become  operative  as 
soon  as  any  otber  arrangement  tbat  could  now  be 
made.  It  was  stated  to  Mr.  Baker,  tbat  tbe  Pres- 
ident did  not,  under  existing  circumstances,  con- 
sider Mr.  Foster  as  vested  with  tbe  power  of  ap- 
pointing a  Cbarff6  d'Afiaires;  but  ibat  no  diffi- 
oolty,  in  point  of  form^  would  be  made,  as  any 
.authentic  communication  through  him,  or  any 
otber  channel,  would  be  received  with  attention 
and  respect* 

Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Bailow. 
Department  of  State,  June  16, 1812. 

Sir:  An  act  declaring  war  against  Great  Brit- 
ain will  probably  pass  both  Hoqses  on  tbis  day  or 
to-morrow.  It  has  already  passed  tbe  House  of 
Representatives,  and,  from  what  is  known  of  the 
disposition  of  the  Senate,  its  assent  is  expected 
without  delay. 

This  result  has  grown  out  of  the  continued  ag- 
gressions of  tbat  Power  on  our  commerce.  Prop- 
ositions were  made  in  both  Houses  of  Congress 
to  comprise  France  in  the  same  declaration;  and 
in  the  Senate  the  vote  was  fifteen  for,  to  seven- 
teen against  it.  In  the  other  House  the  majority 
against  it  was  proportionably  greater.  Its  defeat 
in  both  Houses  has  been,  doubtless,  in  a  great 
measure,  owing  to  a  passage  in  your  last  letter, 
which  intimated  the  intention  of  tbe  French  (Gov- 
ernment to  make  some  proposition  in  favor  of  in- 
demnities, to  be  comprised  in  the  treaty  you  were 
negotiating,  whereby  an  expectation  was  excited 
tbat  that  interest  would  be  provided  for,  and  satis- 
faction eiven  on  tbe  other  grounds  of  complaint 
against  France.  The  sentiment  in  both  Houses, 
as  it  ia  with  tbe  nation  generally,  produced  by  so 
many  acts  of  injustice.  Tor  which  reparation  has 
not  been  made,  is  strong  against  France.  Tbe 
arrival  of  the  Wasp,  which  you  promised  to  des- 
patch in  two  or  three  weeks  from  the  date  of 
your  last  letter,  with  the  result  of  your  labors,  and 
wbich  may  be  now  daily  expected,  was  another 
motive  for  delaying  ulterior  measures  with  respect 
to  her.  In  advising  tbe  war  against  England,  as 
was  distinctly  implied  by  the  late  Message  which 
brouf;bt  tbat  suoject  under  consideration,  tbe 
President  stated  to  Congress  his  strong  dissatis- 
faction with  tbe  conduct  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment on  every  former  ground  of  complaint,  and 
to  which  others  of  a  more  recent  date  have  been 
added,  with  the  single  exception  of  fhe  repeal  of 
the  decrees.  He  promised  also  to  bring  our  af- 
fairs with  that  Power  fully  before  Congress  aa 
aoon  as  he  should  receive  the  communications 
which  you  bad  promised  to  forward  by  the  Wasp. 
1  commnnicau  these  facta,  which  are  of  a  ehar- 
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acter  too  marked  to  require  any  comment,  that 
you  may  be  enabled  to  turn  them  to  the  best  ae- 
cpunt  in  promoting  an  amicable  accommodation 
with  the  French  Government  of  every  wrong  re- 
ceived from  it,  which  is  sincerely  desired. 

You  were  informed,  by  my  letter  of  the  6th  of 
May,  of  such  outrages  committed  by  a  squadron 
which  was  reported  to  have  sailed  from  Nantes 
ia  January  last,  as  were,  at  that  time,  known 
here.  It  appears  that  several  vessels  sailing  from 
American  ports  to  Lisbon  and  Cadiz,  laden  with 
the  productions  of  the  United  States,  were  seized 
and  burnt  at  sea.  The  crews  of  these  vessels 
were  taken  on  board  one  of  the  French  vesseb, 
and  afterwards  transferred 4o  another  of  our  ves- 
sels engaged  in  the  same  trade,  which  was  also 
seized,  in  wbich  they  made  tneir  way  home. 
These  men  forwarded  here  the  evidence  of  these 
acts,  copies  of  which  have  already  been  trans- 
mitted to  you.  I  forward  to  you,  by  this  convey- 
ance, the  evidence  of  other  aggressions,  which 
will  claim,  in  like  manner,  your  particular  atten- 
tion. Most  of  these  documents  have  been  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  and  referred  by  it  to  this  Depart* 
ment. 

You  will  analyze  all  these  eases  of  recent  spo- 
liations, and  place  them  in  the  class  of  ag|[resnons 
to  which  they  severally  belong  ob  principle.  In 
demanding  of  Great  Britain  the  repeal  of  her  Or- 
ders in  Council,  on  the  ground  or  tbe  repeal  of 
the  French  decrees,  this  Qovernment  has,  from  a 
regard  to  justice,  given  to  France  all  the  credit 
to  which  she  had  any  claim,  believing  that  the 
notification  alone  of  tbe  French  Minister  of  For- 
eign Afiairs  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  Paris  of  their  repeal,  was  suffi- 
ci(|nt  to  justify  the  demand  of  the  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  of  Great  Britain,  on  her  own 
principles.  But  it  was  never  the  intention  of  this 
Government  to  concede  to  France  anything  on 
that  subject,  to  which  she  was  not  fairly  entitled. 
On  tbe  contrary,  it  has  been  its  intention,  as  is 
sufiSciently  evident  by  your  first  instructions,  to 
exact  from  her  a  most  strict  and  rigorous  compli- 
ance with  her  pledge  in  regard  to  the  repeal.  If 
any  act  in  violation  of  that  pledge  has  been  com- 
mitted, you  will  not  fail  to  point  it  out  in  the 
most  distinct  manner  to  the  French  Gtorernment, 
and  to  communicate  to  this  Department,  without 
delay,  any  answer  which  y«tt  may  receive  from 
it,  I  hate  to  add,  admitting  that  the  repeal  of 
the  decrees  is  observed  with  perfect  ^ood  faith, 
tbat  if  the  French  Gkivernment  has  given  other 
orders,  or  permits  acts  of  another  character,  which 
violate  our  rights,  the  wrong  will  not  be  less  sen- 
sibly felt  or  less  resented  by  this  Gh)vernment. 

Your  despatches  by  the  Hornet  were  received 
on  tbe  22d  May.  They  are  the  last  which  have 
come  to  hand.    I  have,  dbc.,       J.  MONROB. 

JOBL  Barlow,  Bsq.,  dbc. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Barlow. 

Department  of  State,  July  14, 1812. 

Sir:  Your  letters  by  the  Wasp  were  received 
on  the  13th  instant.    I  make  thii  acknowbdg* 
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ment,  id  the  hope  thftt  it  may  reach  Mr.  Morton 
ml  Baltimore,  and  be  cooveyed  with  the  letters 
mad  doooments  with  which  he  is  already  charged 
for  yoQ. 

The  President  has  seen,  with  great  surprise  and 
concern,  that  the  GoYerament  of  France  bad 
made  no  accommonation  lo  the  United  States  on 
an^  of  the  important  and  jast  groands  of  com- 
plaint to  which  you  had  called  its  attention,  ac- 
cording to  your  instructions,  ^iven  at  the  time  of 
your  departure,  and  repeated  in  several  commru- 
nications  since.    It  appears  that  the  same  oppres- 
sire  restraints  on  our  commerce  were  still  in 
force;  that  the  system  of  license  was  perserertd 
in ;  that  indemnity  had  not  been  made  for  spoli- 
ations, nor  any  pledge  given  to  inspire  confidence 
that  any  would  be  made.    More  recent  wrongs, 
OB  the  contrary,  and  of  a  very  outrageous  char- 
acter, have  been  added  to  those  with  which  you 
were  acquainted  when  you.  left  the  United  States. 
By  documents  forwarded  to  you  in  my  letter  of 
2Ut  March,  you  were  informed  of  the  waste  of 
our  commerce,  made  by  a  squadron  from  Nantes 
in  January  last,  which  burnt  many  of  oor  vessels 
trading  to  the  Peninsula.    For  these  you  were 
-  also  instructed  to  demand  redress. 

it  is  hoped  that  the  Govern ment  of  France,  re- 
garding with  a  prudent  foresight  the  probable 
eourse  of  events,  will  have  some  sensibility  to  its 
interest,  if  it  has  none  to  the  claims  ef  justice,  on 
the  part  of  this  country. 

On  the  French  decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811, 
I  shall  forbear  to  make  many  observations  which 
have  already  occurred,  until  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  it  are  better  understood.  The 
President  approves  your  effort  to  obtain  a  copy  of 
that  decree,  as  he  does  the  communication  of  it 
afterwards  to  Mr.  Russell. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

Joel  Bablow,  Esq.,  &c. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 


[Commnnicatad  to  Congrsa^  January  7,  1814.] 
To  the  SemaU  and  JhuM  of 


Lord  Caatlenagk  to  4he 

FoRBiON  Opficb,  November  4, 1813. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  yoo,  for 
the  information  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  copy  of  a  note  which  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's Ambassador  at  the  Court  ef  St.  Petersboif 
was  directed  to  present  to  the  Russian  Cbverte 
roent,  as  soon  as  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Prince 
Regent,  was  informed  that  Pleaipotentiariee  had 
been  nominated  on  the  part  of  the  Anaericaa 
Gbveroment  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  ftr 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  under  the  mediation  of 
His  Iniperial  Majestjr. 

His  Lordship  having,  by  the  last  eomier  from 
the  imperial  headquarters,  acquainted  me  that 
the  American  Commissioners  now  at  St.  Pefen- 
burg  have  intimated,  in  reply  to  this  orertoic, 
that  they  bad  no  objection  to  a  negociatmi  at 
London,  and  were  equally  desirous,  as  the  Brlciah 
Government  had  dectared  itself  to  be,  that  this 
business  should  not  be  mixed  with  the  affairs  ot 
the  continent  of  fiurope,  but  that  their  powera 
were  limited  to  negotiate  under  the  mediation  of 
Russia: 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  order  to 
avoid  an  unnecessary  continuance  of  the  calami- 
ties of  war,  the  Prince  Regent  commands  me  to 
transmit,  by  a  flag  of  truce,  to  the  American  port 
nearest  to  the  Seat  of  Government,  the  official 
note  above  mentioned,  in  order  that  the  President, 
if  he  should  feel  disposed  to  enter  upon  a  direct 
negotiation  for  the  restoration  of  peace  between 
the  two  States,  may  give  his  directions  accord- 
ingly. 

In  making  this  communication,  I  can  assure 
yon  that  the  British  Government  is  willing  to 
enter  into  discussion  with  the  Gorernment  of 
America  for  the  conciliatory  adjustment  of  the 
differences  subsisting  between  the  two  Sutes, 
with  an  earnest  desire  on  their  part  to  bring  them 
to  a  favorable  issue,  upon  principles  of  perfect 
reciprocity,  not  inconsistent  with  the  establishnl 
maxims  of  public  law,  and  with  the  maritime 
riffhts  of  the  British  empire. 

The  Admiral  commanding  the  British  squadron 
oh  the  American  station  wilt  be  directed  to  gtre 
the  necessary  protection  to  any  persons  profil- 
ing to  Europe,  on  the  part  of  the  €k>vernment  of 
the  United  States,  in  furtherance  of  this  overture; 
or,  should  the  American  Government  have  occa- 
sion to  forward  orders  to  their  Commissioners  at 


State  for  Foreign  Aflhirs  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  the  answer  of  the  latter. 

In  appreciating  the  accepted  proposal  of  the 
Government  of  Great  Briuin  for  institotin|[  ne- 

fotiations  for  peace.  Congress  will  not  fail  to 
eep  in  mind  that  vif^oroua  preparations  for  carry- 
lag  on  the  war  can  in  no  respect  impede  the  pro- 
gress to  a  favorable  result;  whilst  a  relaxation  of 
such  preparations,  should  the  wishes  of  the  United 
States  for  a  speedy  restoration  of  the  blessioffs  of 
peace  be  disappointed,  would  necessarily  nave 
the  most  injurious  consequences. 


of  the  United  Statu  .' 
I  transmit  for  the  information  of  Congress 
copies  of  a  letter  from  the  British  Secretary  of   St.  Petersburg,  to  give  the  requisite  facilities,  by 
fii«.t>  xu-  n*     :       AiB^i—  *^  .L^  CI  _/•   cartel  or  otherwise,  to  the  traaamission  of  the 

same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  con- 
sideration, sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

CASTLEREAGH. 

The  Amebican  Secbetart  op  State,  dbc. 


JaUvarv  e,  1614. 


Lord  Cathcart  to  Ike  Count  De  Naaaelrode. 
ToPLiTZ,  8^}tember  1, 1813. 
The  undersigned,  Ambassador  of  His  Briiaaaic 
Majesty  to  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruasias,  de- 
JAMBS  MADISON.     \  siring  to  avail  himself  of  the  first  occasion  to  re- 
new the  aubject  respeeting  America,  which 
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hroQght  into  diaeiMsion  ia  a  conference  at  the 
moment  of  his  departure  from  Reiohenbach,  has 
the  honor  to  address  this  note  to  his  Excellency 
the  Count  de  Nesselrode. 

Althoqgh  the  Prince  Recent,  for  reasons  which 
hiife  been  already  made  kijiown,  has  not  found 
hiiQseif  in  a  situation  to  accept  the  mediation  of 
His  Imperial  Majesty,  for  terminating  the  dis- 
sensioas  with  the  United  States  of  America,  His 
Royal  Highness  desires,  neverthelesii,  to  give 
effeet  to  the  beneficent  wishes  which  His  Imperial 
Majesty  has  expressed  of  seeing  the  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  America  soon  terminated,  to 
the  muiuai  satisfaction  of  the  two  Qoyernments. 

With  this  view,  His  Royal  Highness,  having 
jearaed  that  the  £avoys  iPlenipotentiary  of  the 
0iii|ed  Stfites  for  negotiatixig  a  peace  with  Great 
Britain,  under  the  mediation  of  His  Imperial 
Majesty,  have  arrived  in  Russia,  ootwithstaoding 
that  he  nnds  himself  under  the  necessity  of  not 
Jkc^eptiog  the  interposition  of  any  friendly  Power 
ia  tbe  question  which  forms  the  principal  object 
in  dispute  between  the  two  States,  he  is  never- 
th«le^  ready  to  no^iinate  Plenipotentiaries  to 
treal  directly  with  the  Atnericaa  Plenipoten- 
tiaries. 

Hie  Royal  Highness  sincesely  wishes  that  the 
Cjoafereaces  of  these  Plenipotentiaries  may  result 
in  reestablishing  between  the  two  nations  the 
hleseiqg  and  the  reciiproeal  advantages  of  peace. 

If,  tnroMf  h  the  good  offices  of  llis  Imperial 
Majesty,  this  proposition  should  be  accepted,  the 
Prince  Regent  would  prefer  that  the  cooferetices 
should  be  held  at  London^  on  account  of  the 
facilities  which  it  would  sive  to  the  discussioBS, 

But  if  this  choice  should  meet  with  insupera- 
ble obstacles,  His  Royal  Highness  would  copsent 
to  substitute  Gottenbur^,  as  the  place  nearest  to 
Eaglaad.    The  undersigned,  6m, 

CATHCART. 


Seerslary  of  State  to  Lord  Castlereegh. 

DfiFARTMENT  OF  StATE, 

January  5, 1814.. 

My  Lord:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive,  bv 
a  flag  of  truce,  yotir  Lordship's  letter  of  the  4ib 
of  November  last,  and  a  copy  of  a  note  which 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  the  Court 
of  St.  Petersburg  presented  to  the  Russian  Gov- 
erament  on  the  1st  of  Septemher  preceding. 

By  this  communication  it  appears  that  his 
Royal  Highness,  the  Prince  Regent,  rejected  the 
mediation  offered  by  His  Imperial  Majesty  to 
promote  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  but  proposed  to  treat  directly  with 
the  United  States  at  Gottenburg,  or  London,  and 
that  he  bad  requested  the  interposition  of  the  good 
offices  of  the  Emperor  in  favor  of  such  an  ar- 
rangement. 

Having  laid  your  Lordship's  communication 
before  the  President,  I  am  instructed  to  state^  for 
the  information  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Pnnce 
Regent,  that  the  President  has  seen  with  regret 
the  new  obstacle  to  the  commencement  of  a  ne- 
goti»(iQa  for  the  .aecommoda^on  of  differences 


between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
As  the  Emperor  of  Russia  was  distinguished  for 
his  rectitude  and  impartiality,  and  was  moreover 
engaged  in  a  war  as  an  ally  of  England,  whereby 
it  was  his  interest  to  promote  peace  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  the  President 
could  not  doubt  that  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent  would  accept  the  mediation  which 
His  Imperial  Majesty  had  offered  to  them.  It 
was  the  confidence  with  which  the  high  character 
of  the  Emperor  inspired  the  President  that  in- 
clined  him,  disregarding  considerations  which  m 
more  cautious  policy  might  have  suggested,  to 
accept  the  overtur<e  with  promptitude,  and  to  send 
Ministers  to  St.  Petersburg  to  take  advantge  of 
it.  It  would  have  been  very  satisfactory  to  the 
President  if  His  Royal  HjghA^ss  the  Prince  Re- 
gent had  found^  it  eompattwe  with  the  vievrs  of 
Great  Britain  to  adopt  a  similar  measure,  as  much 
delav  might  haw  been  avoided  in  aatoeapiiahing 
an  object  which  it  iy  adaiHed  is  of  high  imp9f ft> 
ance  to  both  natms. 

The  course  oroposed  as  a  ;substitute  for  nego- 
tiations at  St.  Petersburg,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  eould  not,  I  must  remark 
to  your  Lordship,  have  been  required  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  the  United  Stales  unconneclied, 
against  Great  Britain,  with  any  affairs  of  the 
Continent.  There  was  nothing  in  the  proposed 
mediation  tending  to  such  a  result.  The  terms 
of  the  ovarture  indicated  the  contrary.  In  offer- 
ing to  bring  the  parties  together,  not  as  aa  umpire^ 
bat  as  a  common  friend,  to  difcuss  and  settle  their 
differences  and  respective  claims,  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  themselves,  His  Imperial  Majesty 
showed  the  interest  which  he  took  in  the  welfare 
of  both  parties. 

Wherever  the  United  States  may  treat,  they 
will  treat  with  the  sincere  desire  they  have  re- 
peatedly manifested  of  terminating  the  present 
eootest  with  Great  Britain,  on  conditiona  of  recipr 
rocity  ooiuistent  with  the  rights  of  both  parties 
as  aovereign  and  independent  aatioiM,  and  calca- 
lated  not  only  to  establish  present  harmony,  but 
to  provide^  as  far  as  possible,  a^nst  futttre  jcoI- 
lifions  which  might  interrupt  it. 

Before  giving  an  answer  to  the  proposition  com* 
municated  by  your  Lordship  to  treat  with  the 
United  States  independently  of  the  Russian  me- 
diation, it  would  have  been  agreeable  to  the  Pceei- 
dent  to  have  heard  from  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
the  United  States  sent  to  St.  Petershorg.  The 
offer  of  a  mediation  by  one  Power,  and  the  accept- 
ance of  it  hy  another,  form  a  relation  between 
them,  the  delicacy  of  which  cannot  but  be  felt. 
From  the  known  character,  however,  of  the  jBlm* 
peror,  and  the  benevolent  views  with  which  his 
mediation  was  offered,  the  President  cannot  .doubt 
that  he  will  see  with  satisfaction  a  concurrence 
of  the  United  States  in  an  aUernative,  which, 
under  existing  circumstances,  affords  the  best 
prospect  of  attaining  speedily  what  was  the  ob- 
ject of  his  interposition.  I  am  accordingly  in- 
structed to  make  known  to  your  Lordship,  for  the 
information  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  that  the  President  accedes  to  his  proposi- 
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tioD,  and  will  take  the  measures  depending  on 
him  for  carrying  it  into  effect  at  Gottenburg,  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible;  it  being  presumed  that 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden,  as  the  friend 
of  both  parties,  will  readily  acquiesce  in  the  choice 
of  a  place  for  their  pacific  negotiations,  within  his 
dominions,  .      -  , 

The  President  is  duly  sensible  of  the  attention 
of  His  Royal  Highness  thePririce  Regent  in  giv- 
ing the  orders  to  the  Admiral  commanding  the 
British  squadron  on  this  coast,  which  your  Lord- 
ship has  communicated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dte.  _ 

JAMES  MONROE. 


J 


MEDIAtlON  OP  RUSSIA. 

[Gmnmiuueatod  to  tha  Howe,  Januaxy  18, 18U.] 

To  the  Jhuat  of  RmtHntativei 

of  tht  United  SMiM: 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
repojt  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  complying  with 
their  resolution  of  the  13ih  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

January,  18, 1814. 


Departmbnt  of  Statb,  /on.  18, 1814. 

The  Secreury  of  Slate,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  or  the  Housie  of  Representatives  of 
the  13ih  instant,  requesting  the  President  to  lay 
before  the  House  such  documents  relative  to  the 
Russian  mediation  as^  in  hii«  opinion,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  communicate,  has  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  the  President  for  the  information  of 
the  House,  the  following  letters  la  relation  to  that 
Bubjeet,  viz : 

A  letter  in  French  (with  the  trmnslatioo)  fVem 
M.  Daschkoff,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  8th  March, 
1813j  with  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale 
of  the  11th  of  March. 

An  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  Mr.  Adams,  Minister  of  the  United  States 
at  St.  Petersburg,  of  the  Ist  of  July  1S12,  and 
four  letters  and  extracts  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  hearioff  date  respectively  on 
the  SOth  September,  17th  October,  and  11th  De* 
ccmber,  1812,  and  on  the  26ih  June,  1813. 

AH  which  is  reapecifuUy  sobmitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Mr.  de  Daschkoff,  Envoy  Extraotdinarf  and  Minister 
PlenipotantiaTy  of  His  Impeiial  Mtjesty  the  Em- 
peror of  aH  the  Rnssias,  to  the  Secreteiy  of  State 
ofthe  United  States. 

Washimoton,  Feb,  24,  {Martk  8.)  1813. 

The  undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  all  the  Russias,  has  the  honor  to  make 
Known  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  that  he  has  just  received 
orders  from  the  Emperor  his  master,  to  make  the 


following  overture  to  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States: 

The  peace  of  Russia  with  England  seemed  to 
present  ihis  immense  advantage  to  tbe  commeice 
of  nearly  all  seafaring  people,  that  it  freed  thetr 
relations  from  that  constraint,  from  that  conthmai 
vexation,  to  which  it  had  been  subjected  for  many 
years  without  intermission.  The  Emperor  Tiewed 
with  pleasure  a  result  so  conformable  to  all  kb 
wishes,  and  which  appeared  as  not  being  at  all 
doubtful.  It  became  so,  however,  by  the  war  be- 
tween England  and  America. 

The  undersigned  is  directed  to  express  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  the  regrret  with 
which  His  Imperial  Majesty  foresees  the  great 
shackles  which  this  new  episode  is  aboat  to  op- 
pose to  the  commercial  prosperity  oi  nations. 
The  love  of  humanity,  and  what  he  owe*  to  his 
subjects,  whose  commerce  has  already  solfieieocly 
su^red,  command  htm  to  do  ever^rthiag  in  his 
power  to  remove  the  evils  which  this  war  is  pro- 
paring  even  for  those  nations  who  will  not  take 
part  in  it. 

His  Majesty,  who  takes  pleasure  in  doing  y^ 
tice  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  is  convinced  that  It  has 
done  all  that  It  could  to  prevent  this  rupture,  but 
that  treating  of  it  directly  would  take  away  from 
the  negotiation  all  semblance  of  impartiality.  la 
a  direct  discussion,  everything  would  tend  to  ex- 
cite the  prejudices'and  the  asperity  of  the  parties. 
To  obviate  this  inconvenience,  His  Majesty  the 
Emperor,  gratified  at  bein^  able  to  give  a  pro<tf 
of  his  friendship  alike  for  His  Majesty  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
wished  to  offer  to  them  his  mediation,  and  charged 
the  undersigned  to  propose  it  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

The  undersigned,  having  the  honor  to  commo- 
nicaie  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  sentimenu 
and  the  wishes  of  His  Imperial  Majesty,  he  bm 
him  to  make  them  known  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  Emperor  would  feel  grrent 
satisfaction  if  a  like  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  should  have  tha 
effect  of  stopping  the  progress  of  this  new  war, 
and  of  extinguishing  it  in  its  origin.  From  the 
satisfactory  assurances  which  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  constantly  given  to  the  under- 
signed of  the  sentiments  of  regard  and  friendship 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  of  His  Ex- 
cellency for  Russia,  and  particularly  for  the  au- 
gust person  of  His  Majesty,  he  cannot  but  flatter 
himself  that  he  will  receive  an  answer  which  shall 
correspond  with  the  generous  wishes  of  the  Em- 
peror his  master. 

The  undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  express- 
ing on  this  occasion  to  the  Secretary  of  State  his 
individual  wishes  for  whatever  ma^  have  a  ten- 
dency to  re-establish  active  relations  between 
Russia  and  the  United  States,  and  to  advance  the 
prosperity  of  the  public. 

He  seizes  with  eagerness  this  occasion  to  re- 
new to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of 
his  highest  consideration  and  respect. 

ANDRE  l^K  D ASCHKOPP. 
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The  Secretary  of  State  to  Mr.  Daeehkoft 

Dbfartment  op  Statb,  March  11, 1813. 
Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  voar  note 
of  the  8th  instanti  making  known  to  tne  Presi- 
dent oC  the  United  States  the  disposition  of  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  promote  peace, 
by  his  friendly  mediation  between  the  United 
States  and  Qreat  Britain. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  assure  you, 
that  he  sees  in  this  overture,  on  the  part  of  your 
Sovereign,  strong  proofs  of  that  humane  and  en- 
lightened policy  which  have  characterized  his 
rei^n.    It  was  impossible  that  a  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  should  not  ma- 
terially affect  the  commerce  of  Russia,  and  it  was 
worthy  the  high  character  of  a  Prince,  distin- 
guished by  his  attachment  to  the  interests  of  his 
people,  to  interpose  his  food  ofSces  for  the  resto- 
ration of  peace.    The  President  sees,  at  the  same 
time,  in  tnis  overture,  and  in  the  circumstances 
attending  it,  a  strong  proof  of  the  friendly  inter- 
est which  His  Imperial  Majesty  takes  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States.    The  United  States, 
conscious  that  they  were  not  the  aggressors  in 
this  contest ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  had  borne 
great  wrongs  for  a  series  of  years  before  they  ap- 
pealed to  arms  in  defence  of  their  rights,  are 
willing  and  ready  to  lay  them  down  as  soon  as 
Great  Britain  ceases  to  violate  those  rights. 

The  President  is  aware  that  many  of  the  incon- 
veniences resulting  from  a  direct  communication 
between  the  parties  themselves  may  be  avoided 
by  the  mediation  of  a  third  Power,  especially  one 
entitled  to  and  possessing  the  entire  confiaence 
of  both  the  bellijB^erents,  To  the  claim  of  Russia 
to  that  distinguished  consideration  the  President 
does  not  hesitate  to  express,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  his  full  acknowledgment  He  re- 
collects with  much  satisfaction  that,  during  a 
period  of  great  and  general  contention,  the  rela- 
tions of  friendship  have  always  subsisted  between 
the  United  States  and  Russia;  and  he  finds  in 
the  personal  qualities  and  high  character  of  the 
Smperor  Alexander  a  sacred  pledge  for  the  jus- 
tice and  impartiality  which  may  be  expected  from 
his  interposition. 

Influenced  by  these  sentiments,  the  President 
instructs  me  to  inform  you  tbst  he  willingly  ac- 
cepts the  mediation  of  jour  Sovereign  to  promote 
peace  between  the  United  States  and  Qreat  Brit- 
4110.  I  am  instructed  also  to  state,  that  such  ar- 
rangements will  be  made,  without  delay,  as  will 
afford  to  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  opportunity 
he  has  invited,  to  interpose  his  good  offices  for  the 
accomplishment  of  so  important  an  event.  Of 
these  arrangements  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  ad- 
Tise  you  in  an  early  communication. 

I  have,  dtc.  JAMES  MONROB. 

Kxtract  of  a  letter  from  the  Seoretaxy  of  State  to  John 
Qnincy  Adams^  Esqt.,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Uie 
United  States  at  St.  Petersburg. 

Department  of  State,  July  1, 1813. 

Sib  :  On  the  18ih  ultimo  a  declaration  of  war 
against  Qreat  Britain  pused  Congress  i  of  which, 


of  the  President's  Mcsssge,  and  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  leading  to  it,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  yon  copies. 

You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  causes 
which  produced  this  result  to  require  any  expla- 
nation  of  them.  As  it  appeared  tbat  Great  Brit- 
ain would  not  revoke  her  Orders  in  Council  oa 
the  just  grounds  on  which  it  was  claimed,  but 
enlarged  the  conditions  on  which  she  professed 
her  willingness  to  revoke  them,  there  remained 
no  honoraole  course  for  the  United  States  to  pur- 
sue short  of  war.  On  full  consideration  of  all 
circumstances  this  measure  was  adopted,  and  the 
Government  is  resolved  to  pursue  it  till  its  objects 
are  accomplished  with  the  utmost  decision  and 
activity  in  its  Power. 

In  resorting  to  war  against  Great  Britain,  as 
the  United  States  have  done,  by  inevitable  neces- 
sity, it  is  their  desire  and  hope  that  it  may  be  con- 
fined to  her  only. 

It  is  seen  with  much  regret  that  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  is  likely  to  be  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  becoming  a  party  to  the  war  in  Europe,  if  he 
has  not  already  become  so.  Should  that  event 
take  place,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  should 
affect,  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  very  friendly 
relations  which  now  exist  between  the  United 
States  and  Russia.  I^  is  the  sincere  desire  of 
this  Government  to  preserve,  in  their  utmost  ex- 
tent, those  relations  with  that  Power. 

With  France  our  affairs  in  many  important 
circumstances  are  still  unsettled;  nor  is  there 
any  certainty  that  a  satisfactory  settlement  of 
them  will  be  obtained.  Should  it,  however,  be 
the  case,  it  is  not  probable  that  it  will  produce 
any  closer  connexioa  between  the  Unitea  States 
aad  that  Power.  It  is  not  anticipated  that  any 
event  whatever  will  have  that  effect. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary 

of  State. 

St.  PfiTEaaBtiRO,  Sept.  30, 1813. 
On  the  20th  instant  I  received  a  note  from  the 
Chancellor  requesting  me  to  call  upon  him  tha 
next  evening,  which!  accordingly  did;  he  told 
me  that  he  had  asked  to  see  me  by  the  Emperor's 
command ;  that,  having  made  peace  and  estab- 
lished the  relations  of  amity  and  commerce  with 
Great  Briuin,  the  Emperor  was  much  concerned 
and  disappointed  to  find  the  whole  benefit  which 
he  expected  his  subjects  would  derive  commer- 
cially from  that  event  defeated  and  lost  by  tha 
new  war  which  had  arisen  between  the  United 
States  and  England ;  that  he  had  thought  he  per- 
ceived various  indications  that  there  was  on  both 
sides  a  reluctance  at  engaging  in  and  prosecuting 
this  war,  and  it  had  occurred  to  the  Emperor  that 
perhaps  an  amicable  arrangement  of  the  differ* 
ences  between  the  parties  might  be  accommodated 
more  easily  and  speedily  by  indirect  than  by  a 
direct  negotiation ;  that  His  Majesty  had  directed 
him  to  see  me,  and  to  inquire  if  I  was  aware  ot 
any  difficulty  or  obstacle  on  the  part  of  the  Gof « 
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ernment  of  the  United  Stsies,  if  he  should  offer 
biff  medistion  for  the  porpOM  of  effeeting  a  paci- 
fication. I  answered  that  it  wai  obvioasly  im- 
possible for  me  to  speak  on  this  snbject  any  other- 
wise than  from  the  general  knowledge  which  I 
had  of  the  sentiments  of  my  Government ;  that  I 
was  so  far  from  knowing  what  their  ideas  were 
with  regard  to  the  continaaneeof  the  war,  that  I 
bad  not  to  that  day  received  any  official  commn- 
nicatien  of  its  declaration ;  but  that  I  well  knew 
it  was  with  reluctance  they  had  eogaced  in  the 
war ;  that  I  was  rery  sore,  whatever  ^termina- 
tion  they  might  (btm  upon  the  nroposal  of  the 
jBmi)eror's  mediation,  they  would  receive  and 
consider  it  as  a  new  evidence  of  His  Majesty^s 
regard  and  friendship  for  the  United  States,  and 
that  I  was  not  aware  of  any  obstacle  or  difficulty 
Which  could  occasion  them  to  decline  accepting  it. 
I  knew  the  war  would  affect  unfavorably  the 
interest  of  Russia.    I  knew  it  must  be  highlv  in- 

I'arious  both  to  the  United  States  and  Bngiand. 
could  see  no  good  result  as  likelv  to  arise  from 
it  to  any  one.  The  Count  replied  tnat  he  had  eon- 
Mdered  it  altogether  in  the  same  light,  and  so  had 
the  Emperor,  who  was  sincerely  concerned  at  it, 
and  who  had  bimself  conceived  this  idea  of  an* 
tborizinj;  his  mediation.  He  thought  an  Indirect 
negotiation  conducted  here,  aided  by  the  con- 
eitiato^y  wishes  of  a  friend  to  both  parties,  might 
amotith  down  difficulties  which,  in  direct  disens* 
alon  between  the  ]^rincipalsy  might  be  found  in- 
superable. To  a  mutulil  friend  each  party  might 
dnibitali  its  claims,  and  all  its  complaints,  with- 
out danger  of  eiciting  irritations  or  raising  impedi- 
ments. The  part  of  Russia  would  only  be  to 
bear  both  sides,  and  to  use  her  best  endeavors  to 
conciliate  them.  I  observed,  that  there  was  a 
third  party  to  be  consulted  as  to  the  propoeal-^tbe 
British  Gh)yernment.  The  Count  answered,  that 
it  had  already  been  suggested  by  him  to  the  Brit- 
ish Ambassador,  Lord  Catheart,  who  had  the  day 
hpfore  despatched  it  by  a  messenger  to  his  Court. 
Some  question  occurred  concerning  the  mode  of 
enabling  me  to  transmit  this  communication  to 
the  United  States,  upon  which  the  Count  prom- 
ised to  see  me  again  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 
B6  said  that  he  should  write  to  Mr.  Daschkoff, 
itid  instruct  him  to  make  the  proposition  to  the 
€h)Verament  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  Adaais  to  the  Sccretaiy  of  State. 

STp  PETgRaBURU,  Oct,  17, 18ta. 

Sii^:  1  received  a  few  days  since  a  letter  from 
Hr.  Russell,  dated  at  London,  the  9th  of  Septem- 
ber, and  informing  me  that  his  mission  there  had 
closed,  tbat  he  had  received  his  passports,  and 
tbat  in  three  days  from  that  time  he  should  leave 
tte  city  to  embark  at  Plymouth  for  the  United 
States.  He  adds  that  the  British  Government 
bad  rejected  a  proposition  which  he  had  been 
nuthorited  to  make  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities. 

The  evening  before  last  I  bad  another  interview 
irfth  the  Chancellor,  Coant  Romanzoff,  at  his  re- 
iiiie$t.  There  bad  been  rumor*  in  ofreuiation  here 
of  a«  armistice  in  Canada,  and  of  the  appoint* 


ment  of  CmBmissionerff  by  the  Preaident  for  a 

new  negotiation  with  Great  Britain.  The  Count 
asked  me  if  I  had  any  authentic  information  of 
these  circumstances.  I  said  I  had  not ;  that  my 
information  was  altogether  of  a  different  aspect; 
and  1  told  him  the  substance  of  Mr.  RusselPs  com- 
munication. He  then  observed  that  this  incident 
would  not  discourage  this  Government  from  mak- 
ing an  offer  of  its  mediation,  which  be  bad  sag- 
gested  to  me  in  a  former  conference.  On  the 
contrary,  the  failure  of  every  new  attempt  at  di- 
rect negotiation  confirmed  him  in  the  belief  and 
hope  that  a  mediation  might  be  more  successfd^ 
a  mediation  of  a  common  friend,  not  only  desirous 
from  the  sentiment  of  friendship  to  see  the  parties 
reconciled  to  each  other,  but  having  also  a  strong 
interest  of  his  own  in  their  reconciliation. 

The  Couni  said  he  bad  his  despatches  for  Mr. 
Daschkoff  ready,  instructing  him  to  make  the 
proposition  in  form  to  the  American  Grovernment; 
and  he  asked  me  whether  I  could  indicate  to  him 
a  mode  of  transmitting  them  directly  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stales.  In  our  former  conversation  (reported 
in  my  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo)  I  had  offered  to 
despatch  one  of  the  American  vessels  now  at 
Cronstadt,  if  the  British  Ambassador  would  fur- 
nish her  a  passport,  or  any  document  that  would 
protect  her  from  capture  by  British  armed  vessels. 
The  Count  said  he  had  made  the  proposal  to  the 
Ambassador,  who  had  expressed  his  readiness  to 
give  the  document,  provided  the  vessel  arid  mes- 
senger should  go  by  the  way  of  England ;  a  con- 
dition which  the  Count  said  he  had  told  the  Am- 
bassador he  could  not  ask  me  to  agree  to,  and 
with  which  I  did  not  think  it,  in  fact,  suitable  to 
comply.  There  are,  however,  two  American  jpn- 
tlemen  hereon  the  point  of  departure  for  the  uni- 
ted States,  and  by  them  I  shall  transmit  this  des- 
patch and  its  duplicate^  together  with  those  of  the 
Chancellor,  to  Mr.  Daschkoff. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  &c. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


Mr.  Adams  to  die  Secretary  of  Stale. 

St.  PsTfeRSBDRG,  Dcc.  11, 1S12. 

Sir  :  On  the  ith  instant  I  received  the  dupli- 
cate of  your  favor  of  1st  July  last,  announcing 
the  declaration  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  war  ajgramst  Great  Britain,  and  enclos- 
ing printed  copies  of  the  President's  Proclamation 
founded  upon  it,  of  his  previous  Message  recom-* 
mending  it,  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  proposing  it,  and  of  the  IVa- 
tionaf  Intelligencer  of  the  20tb  June.  The  origi- 
nal of  your  latter,  with  these  documents,  not 
havinff  yet  come  to  hand,  these  gave  me  the  firu 
official  communication  ot  the  war. 

I  had.  on  the  7th  instant,'an  interview  witb  the 
Chancellor,  Count  Romanzoff,  in  whicb  I  com- 
municated to  him  the  substance  of  that  part  of 
your  despatch  which  related  to  Russia,  andtlmse 
which  concern  the  state  of  our  relations  with 
France.  la  the  present  state  of  the  war  between 
tbis  country  and  Prance,  I  waa  coovinced  that 
the  view  of  the  American  Govern tteai^  tnieii^ 
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tJoM  witk  Yegtrd  to  that  Power^  so  cxpiioitly  and 
so  ttroQgly  maaifeeted  in  your  letter,  woald  not 
oaiy  be  gratifying  to  tbe  UbaneeUor,  but  tbat  it 
woald  be  satisfactory  to  tbe  Bmperor,  and  wonld 
powerfblly  eonnteract  any  impressions  unfavor* 
able  to  the  United  States,  wfatcb  tbe  BngUsb  in- 
terest here  is  endearoring  to  excite.  I  therefore 
toM  the  Count,  tbat,  althougb  I  bad  not  been  in* 
straeted  to  maKe  to  him  any  official  eommonica- 
tion  of  tbe  declaration  of  war,  the  dispositions  of 
the  American  Govemmeoc  towards  other  Powers, 
and  particularly  towards  Russia,  on  this  occasion, 
had  been  distinctly  suggested  to  me,  in  a  manner 
which  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  known  to  him ; 
that  the  United  States,  compelled  by  unavoidable 
necessity  to  vindicate  tneir  violated  rights  against 
Great  Britain  hj  war,  wera  desiroas  that  it  might 
be  confined  exclusively  to  Ibemaad  their  enemy, 
and  that  no  other  Power  mightbe  involved  in  it ; 
that  it  was  particularly  and  earnestly  their  wish 
to  {preserve  and  maintaiiL  in  their  fullest  extent, 
their  commercial  and  iriendly  relations  with 
Rasatai  that  the  war  in  which  the  Emperor  is 
now  engaged  against  France,  although  it  could 
not  be  known  by  the  President  to  have  been  ac- 
tually commenced  at  the  time  when  your  des- 
patch was  written,  was,  however,  contemplated 
aa  more  than  probable,  and  the  neceosity  which 
obliged  the  £mperor  to  uke  a  part  in  it  was  men- 
tioned to  me  as  a  cause  of  regret  to  the  Aner- 
ieaa  Gk>vernment ;  but  it  was  hoped  it  would  not, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  afiect  the  friendly  dispo- 
sitions between  Russia  and  the  United  States ; 
that  I  was  informed  by  you  that  the  principal 
sabjecis  of  discussion  which  had  lon^  been  sub- 
sisting between  us  and  France  remamed  unset- 
tled i  that  there  was  no  in^mediate  prospect  that 
there  would  be  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  them  *, 
but  that,  whatever  the  event  in  this  respect  might 
be,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  any  more  inti- 
UMite  connexions  with  Franee.  This  disposition, 
I  added,  was  expressed  in  terms  as  stronff  and 
clear  as  I  thought  language  could  afford.  It  was 
even  observed  tbat  theGoveramentof  the  United 
States  did  not  anticipate  any  event  whatever  that 
could  produce  that  efiect  3  and  I  was  the  more 
happy  to  find  myself  authorised  by  my  Govern- 
ment to  avow  this  iateation,  as  difi*erent  repre- 
sentations of  their  views  had  been  widely  circu- 
lated as  well  in  Europe  as  in  America. 

The  Connt  reeeived  this  cemmonication  with 
assurances  of  his  own  hi^h  satbfaction  at  iu 
purport,  and  of  his  persuasion  that  it  would  prove 
equally  satisfactory  to  the  Emperor,  before  whom 
he  should  lay  it  without  delav.  He  said  that, 
with  regard  to  the  friendly  and  commercial  rela- 
tions with  the  United  States,  it  was  the  Emperor's 
fixed  determination  to  maintain  them,  so  far  as 
depended  upon  him,  in  their  fullest  extent.  He 
asked  me  if  I  had  any  objection  to  his  communi- 
cating to  the  British  Government  itself  that  part 
of  my  information  to  him  which  related  to  France. 
I  said  that,  on  the  contrary,  as  the  British  Gov* 
emment  had,  in  the  course  of  oor  diseaasians  with 
them,  frequently  iatknated  the  belief  that  the 


American  Govern  me  nt  was  partial  to  France, 
and  even  actuated  by  French  infiuence,  I  supposed 
that  the  knowledge  of  this  frank  and  ex|dieil 
siatementj  with  a  due  consideration  of  the  time 
and  occasion  upon  which  it  was  made,  must  have 
a  tendency  to  remove  the  prejudice  of  tbe  British 
Cabinet,  and,  I  would  hope,  produce  on  their  pari 
a  disposition  more  inclining  to  conciliation. 

Yesterday  the  Count  sent  a  note  requesting  me 
to  call  upon  him  again,  which  I  accordingly  did* 
He  showed  me  the  draught  of  a  despatch  to  the 
Count  LteveOj  the  Russian  Ambassador  in  Engw 
land,  which  he  had  prepared  to  lay  before  the 
Emperor  for  his  approbation,  and  which  related 
the  substance  of  my  conversation  with  him,  par- 
ticularly in  regard  to  the  intentions  of  the  Ameri* 
can  Government  with  reference  to  France;  in- 
structing Count  Lieven  to  make  it  known  to  Lord 
Castlereaffh,  and  to  use  it  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
vincing the  British  Government  of  the  error  In 
suspecting  that  of  the  United  Slates  of  anr  strb- 
serviency  to  Prance,  in  the  expectation  that  if 
would  promote  in  the  British  Mmistry  the  dispo-> 
sition  to  iieBce  with  the  United  States,  which  he 
(Connt  Lieven^  knew  His  Imperial  Majesty  hai 
much  at  heart,  oelieving  it  equally  for  the  interest 
of  both  Powers,  and  also  for  that  of  his  oWn  em- 
pire. The  Chancellor  said  that,  as  this  despatch 
would  refer  to  what  1  had  rerballr  stated  to  him 
in  our  preceding  conversation,  he  wished,  be- 
fore submitting  it  to  the  Emperor,  that  I  should 
peruse  it  to  satisfy  himself  that  he  had  connect- 
edly represented  the  purport  of  my  commuaiea- 
tion  to  him,  and  he  desired  me,  ir  I  should  find 
any  inaceuracjr  or  variation  from  what  I  had  said 
to  him,  to  pomt  it  out  to  him;  that  he  might 
make  the  despatch  perfectly  correspond  with  what 
I  had  said.  I  did,  accordingly,  notice  several 
particulars  in  which  the  exact  purport  of  what 
I  had  said  might  be  expressed  with  more  preci** 
ion.  He  immediately  struck  out  the  passaffea 
which  I  noticed  in  this  manner  from  the  drao^t, 
and  altered  them  to  an  exact  conformity  with  the 
ideas  I  had  intended  to  convey.  The  changes 
were  inconsiderable,  and  were  no  otherwise  ma- 
terial than  as  I  was  desirous  of  the  utmost  accu- 
racy in  the  relation  of  what  I  had  said,  under  the 
autnority  of  your  despatch. 

This  communication  of  the  settled  determina- 
tion of  the  American  Government  not  to  contract 
any  more  intimate  engagements  with  France, 
will  thus  be  made  to  the  British  Ministry  with 
my  full  consent.  The  Chancellor's  despatch  does 
not  say  that  he  was  authorized  by  me  to  make  it. 
It  merely  relates  the  substance  of  that  part  of 
my  conversation  with  him,  and  directs  Count 
Lieven  to  use  it  with  a  view  to  promote  the  pur- 
pose of  pacification.  The  Chancellor  under- 
stands that  my  consent  was  merely  mj  own  act, 
without  authority  from  vou  $  my  motive  in  giv- 
ing it  was  the  same  witn  that  of  his  instruettou 
to  Count  Lieven,  because  I  believed  its  tendency 
wonld  be  to  promote  the  spirit  of  pacification  in 
the  British  Cabinet.  I  tola  the  Chancellor  I  was 
aware  that  its  effect  might  be  difll»rent.  That 
the  very  certainty  that  we  should  not  seek  ov 
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eren  accept  a  commaDtty  of  cause  with  their 
most  dreaaed  enemy  might  make  them  more  in- 
different to  a  peace  with  us.  Bat  in  calculating 
the  operation  of  a  generous  purpose  even  upon 
the  mind  of  an  inveterate  enemjr,  I  feel  an  irre« 
sistible  impulse  to  the  conclusion  that  it  will  be 
ffeneroos  like  itself.  I  asked  the  Chancellor  whe- 
ther be  had  received  an  answer  from  England 
upon  the  proposal  of  the  Emperor's  mediation. 
He  said  that,  without  accepting  or  rejecting  it, 
they  had  intimated  the  belief  that  it  would  not 
be  acceptable  in  America. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  dtc. 

JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAMS. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary 

of  State,  dated 

St.  Petersburg,  June  26, 1813. 

,  On  the  15th  instant  I  had  an  interview  with 
the  Chancellor,  Count  Romanzofl^  at  his  request, 
when  he  informed  me  that  he  had  received  an- 
awers  from  Mr.  Daschkoff  to  the  despatches  of 
which  Mr.  Harris  was  the  bearer ;  that  the  Presi- 
dent bad  accepted  the  Emperor's  office  of  medi- 
ation $  and  that  Mr.  Daschkoff  had  sent  him  a 
copy  of  your  answer  to  him,  expressive  of  that 
acceptance.    He  then  put  into  my  hands  your 
letter  to  Mr.  Daschkoff  of  March  11,  with  the 
tenor  of  which  he  appeared  to  be  much  gratified ; 
and  which  he  said  he  should  immediately  trans- 
mit to  the  Em|)eror.    At  the  same  time  English 
-newspapers  had  been  received  here  mentioning 
tlie  appointment  of  Messrs.  Gallatin  and  Bavard, 
but  intimating  strongly  the  determination  of  the 
British  Qovernment  to  reject  the  mediation.    A 
few  days  after,  I  received  from  a  friend  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  of  the  15th  April,  containing 
an  editorial  paragraph  concerning  the  appoint- 
ment of  those  gentlemen,  which  I  communicated 
to  the  Count  on  the  22d.    I  observed  to  him,  that 
however  the  British  Qovernment  might  think 
proper  to  act  on  this  occasion,  that  of  the  United 
States  would  at  least  have  manifested  in  a  signal 
manner  at  once  its  earnest  and  constant  desire  for 
m  just  and  honorable  peace,  and  its  sense  of  the 
motives  which  had  induced  the  Emperor's  offer. 
That  the  President  could  not  have  adopted  a 
measure  better  adapted  to  do  honor  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's proposal,  than  by  the  appointment  of  two 
persons  among  the  most  distinguished  of  our  cit- 
izens, to  co-operate,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  in  accomplishing  the  Emperor's  friendly 
and  benevolent  purpose;  and  that  if  it  should 
eventually  fail  of  being  successful,  at  least  the  true 
and  onlv  source  of  its  failure  would  be  known ; 
thiit  he  had  received,  since  he  saw  me  last,  de- 
spatches from  Count  Lieven;  that  the  British 
Minister,  in  terms  of  much  politeness,  had  inti- 
mated to  him,  that  there  was  no  Sovereign  whose 
mediation  they  should  more  readily  accept  than 
that  of  the  Emperor,  but  that  their  differences 
with  the  United  States  were  of  a  nature  involv- 
ing principles  of  the  internal  government  of  the 
British  nation,  and  which  it  was  thought  were 
not  susceptible  of  being  committed  to  the  dis- 


cussion of  any  mediation.  The  CovBt  added, 
that  it  would  remain  to  be  considered  whether, 
after  this,  and  after  the  solemn  step  taken  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  Sutes,  it  would  be 
advisable  to  renew  the  offer  to  the  British  Minis- 
try, and  give  them  an  opportunity  for  a  recoastd- 
eratioo.  It  was  possible  that  further  refleetioa 
might  lead  to  a  different  resolution,  and  he  sho^ 
submit  the  question  to  the  Emperor's  determina- 
tion. Different  circumstances  famuhed  other 
materials  for  deliberatioas. 


FRANCE. 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  18,  1814.] 

To  the  Houtt  of  lUfrueniaihfeB 

ofHU  United  ataUt,' 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatires  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  complying  with 
their  resolution  of  the  11th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

January  18, 1814. 


DspARTMRifT  OP  Statb,  Jwil,  18,  1814. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  11th  instant,  requesting  the  President  to  com- 
municate to  the  House  any  information  in  hia 
possession,  and  which  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
divulge,  in  relation  to  the  omission  or  refusal  of  the 
French  Government  to  accredit  the  Minister  Ple- 
nipotentiary of  the  United  States  to  that  Coart, 
or  of  his  reception  if  accredited,  of  the  time 
when  he  was  so  accredited,  and  of  the  progresa 
of  his  negotiation,  has  the  honor  to  communicate 
to  the  President,  for  the  information  of  the  Hoose, 
the  following  letters  in  relation  to  that  subject^ 
namely : 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  of  the  I5ih  August.  1813,  enclosing  one 
to  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  of  the  27th  July,  and  his 
answer  of  the  1st  August ;  and  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  6th  of  September,  1813. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Mr.  Crawford  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Paris,  August  15, 1813. 

Sir:  On  the  twenty-seventh  ultimo  I  wrote  to 
the  Duke  of  Bassano,  to  infotm  him  of  my  ar- 
rival in  Paris,  in  quality  of  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States.  On  the  8th  instant  I 
received  an  answer  dated  at  Dresden,  on  the  Ist. 
Copies  of  mv  note  and  of  his  answer  are  here- 
with enclosed. 

With  sentiments  of  high  respect,  I  remaiiii 
yours,  ifcc. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  Jambs  Monroe, 

Secretary  qf  Siaie. 


a097 


AFPBNDIX. 


2098 


Qrtat 


[EiMloMd  in  Mf.  Cwmht^'s  lettwr  of  Avg.  16, 1818.] 

Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Duke  of  BoMoano. 

Paris,  JtAy  87, 18ia 
Mr  Lord  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  inform  yoar 
Bxcelieocy  that  f  have  been  appointed  b/  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  his  Impe- 
rial and  Royal  Majesty,  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  and  King  of  Italy.  I  wait  the  pleasure 
of  your  Excellency  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of 
preaenlin^  mr  official  credentials,  preparatory  to 
my  reception  by  the  Government  of  His  Imperial 
and  Royal  Majesty  as  the  accredited  Minister  Ple- 
nipotentiary of  the  United  States  of  America. 

1  seize  on  the  present  occasion  to  assure  your 
Excellency  of  the  distiaguished  consideration 
with  which  I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  serrant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 


From  the  Duke  of  Bssmuio  to  Mr.  Ciawfoid. 

Drbadbii,  Augu&i  1, 1813. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  great  pleasure  in  hearinjif  of 
your  safe  arriTai  in  France,  and  I  ha?e  received 
tbe  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address 
me  on  tbe  27th  of  July,  on  your  nomination  in 
quality  of  Minister  PlenipotentiarT  of  the  United 
States  to  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
the  Freneh  and  Kmff  of  Italy.   The  choice  which 
your  Qof ernment  has  made  of  a  person  so  dis- 
tingttiahed  in  his  own  coantry,  and  so  worthy  of 
this  honorable  mission,  cannot  but  be  agreeable 
to  His  Imperial  Majesty;  and  though  he  is  at 
this  time  absent  from  Dresden,  I  can  give  you 
this  assurance  in  his  name.   I  will  have  Uie  honor 
to  eommonieate  to  you  his  intentions  respecting 
the  presentation  of  your  letters  of  credence  and 
your  reception.    Without  waiting  even  for  this, 
I  will  reeeiYe  all  the  communieations  which  you 
may  think  proper  to  make  to  me  as  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  your  Qovernment,  and  the  de- 
Lay  of  a  formality  will  produce  no  delay  in  the 
exercise  of  tbe  mission  confided  to  you,  or  in  the 
correspondence  which  it  will  procure  for  me  the 
bcaefii  of  holding  with  you. 
Aeeept.  six,  the  assurance  of  my  consideration. 
THE  DUKE  OF  BASSANO. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Pabis,  September  8, 1813. 
I  hare  just  received  an  answer  to  the  note 
which  I  addressed  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  re- 
questing Mrs.  Barlow's  passports.  On  the  sub- 
ject of  recognition,  he  savs  that  he  is  very  solici- 
tous I  should  present  my  letter  of  credence  to  the 
Emperor  in  Paris.  He  does  not  repeat  his  invita- 
tion to  communicate  with  him.  The  operations 
of  the  war  will  probably  detain  the  Emperor  in 
the  North  until  tne  Winter.  It  is  believed  that 
the  Duke  of  Bassano  will  not  return  before  him. 
If  this  opinion  should  be  realized,  the  Winter 
will  be  far  advanced  before  I  shall  be  able  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  French  Government  to  the 
subjects  of  discussion  between  the  two  nations. 


GREAT  BSITAIN--NATDRALIZA'nON. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  April  16, 1814.] 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  comply ioff  with  their  resolutions  of 
the  2d  February  and  9th  of  March.* 

JAMES  MADISON. 

April  16, 1814. 

DarARTMSNT  OF  Statb,  April  14, 1814. 

Tbe  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  were  referred 
several  resolutions  of  the  2d  July  and  9th  March 
last,  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  President  the 
following  report : 

Although  these  resolutions  are  of  different  datesj 
and  refer  to  subjects  in  some  respects  distinct  in 


*The  resolutions  are  as  follews : 
Meooioed,  That  the  Prsddent  of  tiie  United  States 
be  xequssted  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
statement  of  the  names  of  the  individuals  selected  from 
American  prisoners  of  war  and  sent  to  Orsat  Britain 
for  trial,  as  niAntioned  in  his  Message  at  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  present  session  of  Congress ;  and 
also  their  respective  places  of  residence  in  the  United 
States,  with  the  tames  when,  and  the  courts  where» 
thej  were  admitted  to  become  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  regimenUi  or  corps  to  which  thej  be- 
longed in  the  service  of  the  United  States  when  taken 
by  the  enemy,  and  the  times  and  places  of  their  being 
so  taken ;  together  with  copies  of  any  official  corres- 
pondence respecting  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  wsr» 
and  any  orders  for  retaliation  on  either  side,  which  the 
President  may  judge  proper  to  be  communicated. 

FianvABT  2,  1814. 

Reoohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  caase  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  sudi 
infonnation  as  he  may  possess,  calculated  to  show 
what  has  been  the  practice  of  Great  Britain  concern* 
ing  her  native  subjects  naturalised  in  other  countries 
and  taken  in  arms  against  her ;  also,  what  is  the  general 
practice  of  the  nations  of  Europe  relative  to  the  natu- 
ralisation or  employment  in  war  between  two  nations 
of  the  native  subjects  of  each  other. 

Reeohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stetes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  Isid  before  the  Senate  such 
information  as  he  may  possess,  of  the  cases,  with  their 
circumstances,  in  which  any  civilized  nation  has  pun- 
ished its  native  subjects  taken  in  arms  against  her,  and 
for  which  punishment  retaliation  has  been  inflicted  by 
the  nation  in  whose  service  they  were  taken. 

Bemhed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  3tates 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
information  as  he  msy  possess,  caleukted  to  show 
under  what  dieumslances,  and  on  what  grounds,  €hnat 
Britain  has  been  in  the  prastioe  of  recusing  to  discharge 
native  citizens  of  the  United  States  impressed  into  her 
service. 

Beoohedf  That  tbe  President  of  the  United  Statea 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
information  as  hs  may  poaiess,  calculfited  to  show 
what  has  been  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  relative  to 
American  seamen  on  board  her  ships  of  war  at  and 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  the  United 
SUtes. 

Mjjigb  9, 1814. 
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their  nature,  yet,  isb  tliey  are  conneeted  in  others 
of  considerable  importance,  which  bear  essentially 
on  the  condaccof  both  parties  in  the  present  war, 
it  is  thought  proper  to  comprise  them  in  the  same 
report. 

The  first  of  these  resolations  calls  for  the  natbes 
of  the  individaals  who  were  selected  from  the 
American  prisoners  of  war,  and  sent  to  Great 
Britain  for  trial ;  their  places  of  residence  in  the 
United  States;  the  times  when,  and  the  courts 
by  which,  they  were  admitted  to  become  citizens ; 
the  regiments  to  whieh  they  belong ;  when  and 
where  they  were  taken ;  with  copies  of  any  official 
correspondence  respecting  the  treatment  of  pris- 
oners of  war,  and  of  any  orders  for  r«talialioB  on 
either  side. 

The  other  resolutions  request  information  of 
the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  her  natire 
subjects  taken  in  arms  against  her,  and  of  the 
general  practice  of  the  nations  of  Bnrope  rektire 
to  naturalization,  and  the  employment  in  war, 
eacli,  of  the  s«4»jects  of  the  other;  of  the  eases, 
witb  their  eircamstaaces,  in  which  any  ciTllized 
nation  has  punished  its  native  sabj«et^  taken  in 
aritts  against  it,  for  whreh  punishment  retaliation 
was  inflfct«d  by  the  nation  in  whose  serrice  they 
were  taken ;  and,  lastly, 

Under  what  circomseanees,  and  on  whkt  gtronnds, 
Great  Britain  has  refused  to  discharge  native  cki- 
zens  of  the  United  States  impressed  into  her 
service ;  and  what  has  been  her  conduct  towards 
American  seamen  on  board  her  ships  of  war  at 
and  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war 
With  the  United  States. 

The  paper  marked  A  contains  the  naaies  of  the 
American  prisoners  who  were  sent  to  £ifltflaad 
for  triai  by  the  British  ciommaa^er  it  Cawkk ;  of 
tie  corpe  to  whieh  th«y  belong;  of  the  tmes 
when,  and  of  tho  places  where,  they  were  takes ; 
of  their  piaeet  of  residence  in  the  United  Stutes; 
0i  the  times  and  the  courts  in  whieh  they  were 
admitted  to  become  citizens,  there  is  no  evidence 
in  this  departttkent;  nor  is  there  any  to  show 
whether  they  were  ntftorall^ed  or  native  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  This  paper  contains,  also, 
a  copy  of  the  orders  of  both  Governments  tor  re- 
taliation, and  of  the  correspondence  between  their 
respective  commissaries  concerning  the  treatment 
ofjprisoners. 

The  paper  marked  B  states  various  grounds  on 
which  tne  British  Government  has  refused  tode* 
liver  u|>  American  seameik  impressed  into  the 
Brkiab  seiviee,  en  the  appliea(i««  of  the  ageato 
of  the  United  States,  regitlarly  authorized  to  it- 
aiaad  thcoa,  with  th»  eoffreepoMteitoe  relatinf  to 
th»  sim^.  Ii  eommnnioates,  also,  snoh  infevma* 
tiott  as  this  dejparttteot  has  been  able  to  ohtaia  of 
the  conduct  ot  the  British  Government  towards 
AmerioBtt  seamen  on  hoard  British  ships  of  war, 
at  Ittkd  since  the  commenCemdnt  of  the  prefent 
war.  Among  the  causes  assigned  for  their  deten- 
ttoii,  the  followitg  are  most  deserving  of  notice : 

1.  That  thiay  had  no  documents,  or  that  their 
docutnents  were  irregular. 

2.  That  they  were  released  from  prison  in  Qot« 
tenbiirg. 


d.  That  they  mttt  exehavged  as  Briikli  ath- 

Jects. 

4.  Were  said  to  bo  impostors. 

5.  To  have  married  in  Sngland. 

6.  Did  not  answer  the  d^riptioas  given  of 
them  in  their  protections. 

7.  Had  attempted  to  desert. 

8.  Were  seat  into  the  service  for  aaaflggliag. 

9.  Were  not  to  be  found  on  board  of  Uie  ship 
stated. 

10.  Had  volotturiiy  entered  lAto  the  British 
service. 

11.  Wero  natives  of  foreign  cowntries^  Proana, 
Sweden,  Italy,  ^. 

It  is  possible  that  some  of  the  i^eamen,  whoae 
discharge  were  demanded,  may  not  Jiavo  be«i 
native  citizens  of  the  United  States,  bitt  rery  pre- 
sumable that  the  greater  part  were.  Indeed,  iho 
pretext  assigned  for  their  detention  seems  to  ad- 
mit it.  Had  they  been  native  subjects  of  fing^ 
land,  beine  there,  their  origin  might  hare  beoi 
traced.  But  that  is  the  ground  in  few  instancea 
only.  In  iirgin||^  that  some  had  no  proteetions. 
Of  that  their  protections  were  irregular)  tkat 
others  had  been  exehaage<d  as  BrHisb  priaoneta; 
were  impostors)  had  attempted  to  desart;  did 
not  answer  the  prc^ctions  ffiven  them j  were  na^ 
tives  of  Prussia,  Sweden,  ce.;  if  is  fairly  to  he 
inferred  that  the  puhlle  authority  in  Snglaad,  to 
whom  this  doty  is  aaaigoed,  60i:^t  mther  to 
erade  the  application  tiian  to  juadfy  the  raAnak 
The  pretext  that  some  were  natives  of  Pramia. 
Swedetty  dte;,  deaerTes  particular  attontion.  Qm 
this  oircumtftanee  the  Secretary  will  remnrk  only, 
that  in  ectending  impressment,  in  Anoriemfl  ves- 
sels, to  persons  who  coold  not  be  mtataken  for 
British  subjects,  and  refasing  to  snrreoder  them, 
on  application,  to  the  voluniary  aenriee  from 
which  they  were  taken,  it  is  evident  tlmt  the  w%^ 
covery  of  the  British  seamen  has  not  boon  ike 
sole  object  of  the  pvaetice. 

By  the  report  or  the  American  Conamisaary  of 

Prisoners  in  Bnglahd,  it  appears  that  a  consider* 

able  number  of  our  seamen  have  been  tfaoafcnMi 

from  British  shipa  of  war  to  prisons ;  that  thcAr 

exchange  for  British  seamen  taken  in  hanle  w«a 

demanded  in  the  first  instance,  but  that  that  einim 

see  As  to  have  been  ainoa  waived.    It  might  hare 

been  expected  that  tho  British  Government,  on 

beiag  satisied  that  these  men  or  that  any  of  thoia 

were  American  citizens,  would  have  liberated 

and  sent  them  home  at  its  own  charge.    They 

are,  however,  still  held  prisoners  in  confinement. 

That  many  of  them,  if  not  all,  are  native  citizens 

cannot  be  doubted;  for  had  the  proof  not  been 

irresistible,  it  cannot  be  presumed,  while  so  many 

others  are  detained  on  board  British  ships  of  wnr, 

that  these  would  have  been  exempted  from  that 

service.    That  many  are  still  detained  on  board 

British  ships  of  war  may  be  fairly  inferred,  eren 

without  other  evidence,  from  the  indiscriminate 

manner  of  British  impressment ;  from  the  distant 

aervice  in  which  the  men  thus  impressed  are 

oAen  necessarily  employed,  depriving  their  friends 

of  an  opportunity  to  communicate  with  them; 

and  from  the  inconsiderable  number  dischafgcd, 
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<MB|Mie4  witll  tfaatiiliieh^  liss  been  dtminidtecl. 
Witaovc  relfiojr  si  together  on  the  reports  here« 
tofore  made  to  Coogress  by  this  dopattiiieBt,  tbe 
letter  of  Commodore  Rodgers,  bereanto  wmcjted, 
affords  data  from  'which  an  estimate  may  be 
formed.  Oa  this  potat  ihe  eorrespoadeaee  be* 
tweta  General  Taylor  and  the  Captain  of  tlie 
British  ship  the  Dragon,  and  Commodore  Deoa- 
tur  and  Commodore  Capel,  deserve  also  partien* 
Isr  attcntioa.  If  the  British  Gorerameat  would 
offdsr  a  siriet  search  to  be  made  through  the 
British  navy  for  Amerieaii  seamen,  it  weald  tben 
b«  seen  how  nnny  of  ow  native  oitiseos  hare 
participated  in  the  lot  of  the  anfortanate  mea 
mentioned  in  the  eorrcspondences  referred  to. 

The  oontrast  whieh  these  documents  preseat, 
in  the  preteasions  and  coadoet  ix(  Great  britais, 
with  the  pretensions  and  conduct  of  the  United 
Statea,  caaoot  fail  to  make  a  deep  impression  ia 
favor  of  the  latter^    The  British  GoTernmeot  iOfr* 

grasses  into  its  navv  natlye  citizens  of  the  United 
tales^  and  compels  them  to  serve  in  it,  aad^  io 
many  instances,  even  to  fi^ht  against  their  eoan- 
try;  While  it  arrests  as  traitors,  and  menaces  wiUi 
death,  persons  suspected  to  be  native  British  sub- 
wts,  lor  having  foeght  ander'  one  standard  agmiast 
Brilnh  forces,  althooffh  they  had  volnntariiy  en* 
terei  into  en«  army  after  havias  emigrated  to  th^ 
Uaited  States^  and  iacorpoffated  themselves  iota 
the  Amertcan  Botietfi  The  United  fttatas,  ott 
the  other  handv  have  forced  no  persona  iaio  their 
service,  noi^  have  they  soiigbL  nor  are  they  dis- 
posed to  ptmish  any^  whoj  ailer  hating  freely 
emigrated  to  any  part  of  tbe  British  dominions^ 
and  settled  there,  may  have  entered  voluntarily 
into  the  British  ariB7» 

The  reaaaiaing  inquiries  relate  to  objects  other 
than  the  immedutle  conduct  of  the  parties  in  the 
pvtseat  war.  They  demand  informatioa  of  the 
conduct  of  Great  Britain  and  of  other  Powers  in 
past  times,  without  limitation  in  the  retrospect, 
m  circumstances  bearing  oa  tbe  question  of  re- 
taliation. The  informatioa  required  relates  to 
the  foUowiog  points: 

1st.  The  eondaot  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
other  nations  of  Europe  as  to  naturalization,  and 
the  employment  in  war,  each  of  the  subjects  of 
the  othef . 

ddk  As  to  tbe  puaishment  of  their  aatiVe  iub* 
jecis  taken  hi  arms  against  them  in  the  service  of 
oiher  Powers. 

3d.  Examples  of  retaliation  by  the  latter  ia 
such  eases. 

These  inquiries  necessarily  involve  an  exten- 
sive research  into  the  history  and  jurisprudence 
of  the  nations  of  Europe.  For  so  important  a 
task  tbe  other  daties  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
have  altogether  dhapialified  him  since  the  call 
was  made«  The  approaching  doae  of  the  sassioii 
doea  not  leave  him  tiuM  for  more  than  the  foUatv^ 
iag  obaai^vtftionss  That  aU  the  natioas  of  Bii» 
me  eataralize  foreigneri. 

That  they  all  employ  ia  their  acrvica  the  aub* 
jnci  of  each  other,  aed  fiaqueatly  against  their 
native  eoantrias,  evea  when  not  legalarly  netuo 
saMtsBd. 


That  they  all  allow  their  own  sofajeets  to  eilri,- 
grate  to  foreign  countries. 

Thst  althoogb  exam{>les  may  be  found  of  the 
punishment  of  their  native  subjects  taken  in  arms 
against  them,  tbe  examples  are  few,  and  have 
either  been  marked  by  peculiar  circumstaaoea 
taking  them  out  of  the. controverted  principle,  or 
have  proceeded  from  the  passions  or  policy  of 
the  occasion.  Even  ia  prosecutions  aad  oonvie-* 
tions  having  the  latter  origin,  the  final  act  of 
punishment  has,  with  little  exception,  been  pre- 
vented  by  a  sense  of  equity  and  humanity,  or  a 
dread  of  retaliation.  It  is  confidently  betievOd 
that  no  instance  can  be  found  in  which  the  alleged 
purposes  of  the  enemy  against  the  twenty«threa 
prisoners  in  qnestion,  und^  all  the  ciroumstanoea 
which  beloag  to  their  case,  even  should  an^^  of 
theiO  not  have  been  regnlarly  naturalized,  ato 
couatenanced  by  the  proceedings  of  aay  Earo- 
pean  nation. 

That  if  ao  instances  occar  of  retaliatioo,  io  the 
few  oaaes  requiring  it,  or  in  any  of  them,  by  the 
Gtoverntnents  employing  such  persons,  it  haa 
beee,  aa  is  presumed,  becaase  thtf  punishment 
which  had  oeen  inflicted  by  the  native  country 
might  be  acouated  for  oa  some  principle  other 
thim  its  denial  of  the  right  of  emigratioa  and 
naturalization.  Had  the  €tovennnent,  employ- 
ing the  persona  so  punished  by  their  native  eou»» 
try,  raialiateA  in  such  cases,  it  might  have  in* 
cnrred  the  reproach,  either  of  cottntenaciag  ae* 
knowledged  crimes^  or  of  following  the  examirfe 
of  the  other  party  in  acts  of  ordeltv,  excitiag 
horror  rather  faan  of  fulfilling  its  pledge  to  inne*' 
cent  persons  in  support  of  rights  fairly  obtttoed, 
and  sanctioned  by  the  general  f»pioion  aad  praa* 
tioe  of  all  the  aations  of  Europe,  ancient  aa^- 
modern. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  PBB8I0ERT  of  the  IMM  Skxtm. 

A. 

List  of  twenty-three  Ameriesu  soldien  belonging  to 
the  1st,  6th,  and  I9th  United  States'  regiments,  cap- 
tared  St  Qaeenstown,  in  Upper  Csnads,  on  the  19th 
October,  1813,  end  sent  to  England  for  trial,  on 
pretext  of  being  BrMsh  snljeets,  viz: 

Henry  Kelly,  Henry  Blaney,  Georffe  McCam- 
mon,  John  Dolton,  Michael  Condio,  John  Clark, 
Peter  Burr,  Andrew  Doyle,  John  McGown,  James 
QUI,  John  Falsum,  Patrick  McBraharty,Matthew 
Mooney,  Patrick  Earns,  John  Fii2gerald,  John 
Wiley,  John  Donnelly,  Johh  Currey,  Nathan 
Shaley,  Edward  McGlarigan,  John  Dinne,  Johti 
Williams,  and  George  Johnson. 

Orncii  OP  GoMH'aY  Gmi'l  pBiaoaaaai 

April  13|  1814. 
Sia:  la  obedience  to  your  iastroctions  under 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stataa 
of  the  9th  of  February,  I  have  the  honor  to  traufr* 
rait  you  copies  of  the  orders  for  retaliation  wbiok 
have  issued  from  this  office,  aad  of  such  ordera 
of  like  nature,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  as  have 
baaa  received}  together  with  copies. of  such effi- 
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cial  correspondence  as  has  been  held  with  the 
agents  of  the  enemy,  or  other  persons,  in  direct 
relation  to  th^  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war. 
With  these  are  filed  the  official  letters  and  papers 
furnished  me  from  time  to  time  by  any  of  the  de- 
partments of  the  Gorernment,  which  are  con- 
nected with  either  subject. 

Each  case,  for  the  greater  facilitjr  of  reference, 
has  been  made  up  separately,  without  regard  to 
dates,  other  than  those  of  the  papers  immediately 
belonging  to  it.  The  cases  marked  from  A  to  )£ 
relate  to  the  treatmuent  of  prisoners,  on  account  of 
which  retaliation  has  been  resorted  to  by  one  or 
both  parties.  The  cases  marked  L  relate  to  the 
treatment  of  prisoners,  for  which  measures  of  re- 
taliation have  not  yet  been  used  by  either  party. 
In  the  case  A  Ove  of  the  men  of  the  American 
sloop-of-war  Nautilus  were  sent  back  from  Eng- 
land to  Halifax,  and  restored  to  the  ordinary  state 
of  prisoners ;  when  ten  of  the  men  of  the  British 
ship  Guerriere,  confined  to  answer  for  them  at 
Boston,  were  immediately  released.  The  sixth 
man  oi  the  Nautilus  has  not  yet  been  accounted 
for;  two  men  of  the  Guerriere  are  held  as  hostages 
for  him. 

In  the  case  B  the  six  men  of  the  American  pri- 
vate armed  vessel  Sarah  Anne,  confined  at  Ja* 
maica,  and  threatened  with  trial,  were  given  up. 
As  soon  as  this  fact  was  made  known,  the  twelve 
British  seamen  set  apart  and  confined  at  Charles- 
ton on  their  account,  were  released  and  placed 
among  the  prisoners  for  exchange. 

In  the  case  C,  commencing  with  twenty-three 
prisoner  soldiers  of  the 'United  States'  Army, 
transported  bv  the  enemy  to  England  for  trial, 
on  pretext  ot  bein|  British  subjects^  all  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  designated  in  retaliation  on  either 
side  are  yet  held  as  hostages  \  although  a  partial 
relaxation  has  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  en- 
emy, as  well  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  confine- 
ment of  some  of  our  officers,  as  in  giving  limited 
paroles.  These  departures  from  the  first  meas- 
ures of  severity,  it  will  be  seen,  have  been  fully 
met  by  corresponding  acts  of  indulgence  to  their 
officers  similarly  situated. 

in  the  case  t>,  Thomas  King,  one  of  the  two 
American  seamen  confined  at  Bermuda,  having, 
by  singular  enterprise  and  good  fortune,  effected 
his  escape  from  the  prison  ship^  and  reached  his 
country  again  in  safety,  after  navigating  the  ocean 
for  nine  days,  alone,  in  an  open  boat,  the  two  Brit- 
ish seamen  in  confinement  on  his  account  were 
released  from  the  condition  of  hostages.  John 
Stevens  being  still  under  accusation,  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  the  two  men  selected  to  answer  for 
his  safety  are  yet  so  held. 

In  the  case  E,  it  was  regularly  announced  dur- 
ing last  Winter,  that  Captain  iMicholls  was  then 
considered  by  the  enemy  as  an  ordinary  prisoner 
of  war  in  their  hands.  So  soon  as  it  was  known 
that  the  accusations  brought  against  him  were 
withdrawn,  one  of  the  British  captains  allotted  to 
answer,  in  his  person,  for  the  safety  and  proper 
treatment  of  Captain  NichoUs,  was  released  from 
confinement,  and  admitted  to  parole.  The  other 
British  captain  has  been  retained  in  the  same  sort 


of  confinement  to  which  Captain  Nicholla  is  yet 
subjected.  It  will  be  perceived  that,  latterly,  it 
has  been  agreed  that  they  both  be  released  and 
exchanged  against  each  other. 

In  the  case  F,  it  having  been  commanieated, 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  tliat  the  sixteen  mari- 
time officers  and  seamen  confined  at  Hali&x  in 
dungeons  had  been  removed  to  more  airy  and 
wholesome  prison  rooms^  first  the  officers,  and 
then  the  men,  and  that  their  confinement  in  other 
respects  had  been  made  less  rigid,  the  same  miti- 
gated courM,  step  by  step,  was  taken  here  with 
regard  to  their  officers  and  men,  who,  in  retaUa- 
tioo,  had  been  subjected  to  a  like  severe  treat- 
ment. As  to  the  one  hundred  and  one  American, 
seamen  sent  to  England,  as  first  stated  bj  the 
agents  of  the  enemy,  for  trtai,  the  caaae  rar  so 
sending  them  was  soon  after  disavowed  ma  to 
eighty-three  of  them.  As  many  BtitiMh  seamcft 
held  against  them  were  then  returned  to  the  otdi* 
nary  state  of  prisoners.  There  yet  remain  eigJi* 
teen  in  close  custody,  subject  to  whatever  treat* 
nient  the  enemy  may  use  towards  that  number  nC 
our  seamen  of  this  class  not  satisfiactorily  ac- 
counted for. 

For  the  fifty-nine  American  soldiers  picked  out 
and  sent  to  England,  first,  on  the  plea  of  being 
British  deserters,  and  then  (this  having  been 
abandoned)  that  they  had  ffiven  themselves  upas 
British  subjects,  fifty-nine  British  soldiers  aic  yet 
held  in  separate  and  close  confinement. 

In  the  case  G,  of  Joshua  Penny ;  H,  of  John 
Swanton;  I,  of  Thomas  Goldsmith;  and  K,  of 
WitmoreKnagfs;  for  the  proper  tremiment  and 
safety  of  each  of  whom  a  British  prisoner  of  cor- 
responding rank  and  condition  has  been  des^- 
nated  and  confined ;  no  relaxation  having  taken 
place  on  the  other  side,  the  several  hostages  an 
designated  are  yet  held  to  answer,  respectively, 
in  their  persons,  for  the  ultianate  measures  of  the 
enemy. 

With  very  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  MASON. 

Hon.  Ja8«  Mohrob,  SeertUuf  rf  SiaU. 

A. 

[Here  were  inserted  a  letter  from  Admiral  War- 
ren to  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  September  30| 
1812,  and  the  reply  thereto,  dated  October  88| 
1812  \  for  both  of  which,  see  Appendw^  8d  Seasicn 
18th  Congress,  page  1197.] 

Extract  of  s  letter  from  Admiral  Sir  Jolui  Borisse 
Warren  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  dated 

Bmmuoa,  March  8,  ISia. 
1  must  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  30th  of 
September,  1812,  in  which  I  stated  the  cirean- 
stanee  of  twelve  men  belonging  to  the  Goerriefe, 
taken  out  of  a  cartel  by  Commodore  Rodman,  aad 
illegally  detained,  upon  the  pretext  of  six  otbacs, 
who  were  supposed  to  be  British  subjects,  having 
been  sent  to  the  United  Kindom  for  examination; 
since  that  event,  five  of  these  people,  named  in 
the  enclosed  list,  have  been  received  at  Haiifaz, 
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with  orders  for  fbeir  discharge.    I  therefore  re- 

J[aest  that  you  will  commuoicate  these  particu- 
ars  to  the  President,  in  order  that  farther  direc- 
tions may  be  given  respecting  the  Gnerriere's 
men,  so  long  confined  at  Boston,  and  to  obviate 
the  other  inconveniences  which  most  inevitably 
arise  from  such  practices. 


EztracI  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Ad- 
miral Wanen,  dated 

Apbil  16, 1813. 

It  appears  by  your  letter,  (of  the  8th  of  March 
from  Bermuda,)  that  five  only  of  the  seamen  that 
were  taketf  on  board  the  Nautilus,  and  sent,  to 
Sngland  in  confinement,  have  been  returned ;  no 
account  is  given  of  the  sixth.  Orders  have  been 
issued  for  the  release  of  -ten  of  the  twelve  men, 
who,  on  a  prineiple  of  retaliation,  were  confined 
hy  Commodore  Rodgers  at  Boston. 

Toa  will  be  sensible  that  it  will  be  impossible, 
on  that  principle,  to  discharge  the  other  two  men 
until  the  sixth  American  seamen  is  returned,  or 
such  an  explanation  given  of  the  cause  of  his  de- 
tention as,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  regarding  the  conduct  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment towards  American  seamen  under  similar 
circumstances,  ought  to  be  satisfactory. 


Colonel  Baidey  to  GeBBral  Mason. 

Gborobtown,  April  13, 1813. 

8iB :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
latter  paragraph  in  the  document  A,  which  I  had 
the  honor  of  enclosing  in  my  letter  to  yon  of  this 
daj's  date,  and  to  request  that  the  twelve  British 
prisoaers  of  war  therein  mentioned,  formerly 
composing  part  of  the  crew  of  His  Majesty's  ship 
Goerriere,  and  taken  out  of  a  cartel  by  Cfommo- 
dore  Rodgers,  may  be  included  in  the  first  ex- 
ebaoge  of  prisoners  of  war,  as  five  of  the  six  de- 
tained seamen  of  the  United  States'  sloop  of  war 
Nautilus  have  been  discharged  at  Halifax  as 
American  seamen. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^. 

THOMA8  BARCLAY. 

Gea.  JoBH  Maboh,  dbe. 


lixtraet  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissafy  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

June  12, 1813. 

Ten  of  the  men  detained  of  the  late  British 
skip  Ghierriere  were,  immediatelv  after  the  date 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter,  released  tram  duress,  and 
placed  in  the  ordinary  situation  of  prisoners  of 
war ;  and  the  Marshal  of  Massachusetts  has  or- 
ders to  send  them  with  the  first  British  prisoners 
that  go  by  cartel  from  Boston,  dbc. 

B- 

[Here  was  inserted  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Major  General  Pinckney  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  dated  Headquarters,  Charleston,  November 
4. 1812;  for  which  see  AppendiXf  2d  Session  12th 
Googresa,  page  1239.] 


Mr.  Grandiion  to  the  Cdmmaader-in*Cfai«f  at  Ki 

CnARLfisToif ,  Nbffemher  4, 1812. 

Sia:  A  report  having  reached  me  that  six  of 
our  prisoners  are  sent  to  Jamaica  to  be  tried  as 
British  subjects,  I  have  been  induced  to  retaliate, 
by  ordering  twelve  of  the  British  prisoners  to  be 
detained  as  hostages  until  the  fate  of  our  citizens 
be  known ;  their  fate  will  decide  the  fateof  youn. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

CY.  GRANDISON. 

United  States^  Navjf, 

The  CoMMANDBB-iN-CHiEr  at  Nassau. 

[For  the  letter  of  Captain  Moon,  dated  at  Nas- 
sau, N.  P.,  October  14,  1812,  see  Afrpendix^  8d 
Session  12th  Congress,  page  1239.J 


Colond  Barclay  to  General  Mason. 

Harlem,  June  1, 1813. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  communica- 
tion, which  took  place  some  time  in  the  Autumn 
or  Winter  preceding,  between  Mr.  Baker,  His 
Majesty'^  late  agent  for  prisoners  of  war,  and  Mr. 
Monroe,  Secretary  of  Stale,  respectinje  six  of  the 
crew  of  the  late  American  privateer  Sarah  Ana, 
Richard  Moon,  master,  captured  by  His  Majesty's 
sloop  Rhodiao,  John  George  Ross,  Bsq.,  com- 
mander, whose  names  are  inserted  in  the  margin, 
and  who  it  appears  were  sent  to  Jamaica,  to  which 
station  the  Khodian  belonged,  on  suspicion  of 
their  being  subjects  of  His  Nujesty ;  and  I  further 
request  your  attention  to  a  letter  from  Major 
General  Pinckney  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
*^ Headquarters,  Charleston,  November  4,  1812^ 
from  which  it  appears,  that  twelve  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  then  prisoners  of  war  at  Charles- 
ton, were  held  in  prison  to  answer  in  their  per- 
sons for  the  fate  of  the  six  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann 
privateer,  sent  to  Jamaica. 

1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Vice  Admiral  Stirling,  commanding 
His  Majesty's  ships  of  war  on  the  Jamaica  sta- 
tion, to  Mr.  Simpson,  late  sub-a|^ent  for  prisoners 
of  war  at  Charleston  ;  from  which  you  will  per- 
ceive that  the  six  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann  are  con- 
sktered  by  the  Admiral  as  American  prisoners 
generally,  and  are  now  on  board  a  prison-ship,  in 
common  with  other  American  prisoners. 

Having  given  you  this  information  with  re- 
spect  to  the  six  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann  privateefi 
I  have  to  request  yoo  will  take  the  necessary 
measures  to  have  the  contingent  responsibility, 
which  it  was  thought  proper  to  attach  to  the  per- 
sons of  twelve  British  seamen,  now  in  prison  in 
Charleston,  taken  off,  and  that  they  may  be  in- 
formed thereof. 

I  understand  that  John  Gaul,  one  of  the  aix 
men,  was  paroled,  and  arrived  at  Georgetowa, 
Sonth  Carolina,  in  the  brig  Cyrus,  and  that  he 
reported  himself  to  the  marshal,  who  informed 
Mr.  Simpson  '^that  he  had  sent  on  to  the  Departr 
ment  of  Slate  his  parole." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

Gettetai  MaaoH. 
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A4pini  Mriwc.to  Mr.  8ia^pM>B. 

Sbau,  Port  Royal,  Jamaica, 

March  29,  ISi^. 

Sir  :  Captaiii  Mowbray,  of  His  Majesty's  sloop 
Moselle,  has  just  sent  to  me  the  copy  of  a  letter 
from  you  to  him,  and  another  to  Mr*  Cook,  of  His 
Majesty's  late  sloop  Rhodian^  dated  the  25th  ulti- 
mo, respecting  six  men  mentioned  in  the  margip,* 
who  were  sent  here  from  the  Bahamas,  as  having 
been  taken  in  the  Anierican  privateer  Sarah  Ann, 
and  supposed  to  he  subjects  of  His  Majesty ;  but, 
as  no  proof  to  what  country  they  belong  has  been 
adduced,  it  has  never  been  my  intention  to  bring 
Aem  to  trial,  and  tbey  are  at  present  on  board  of 
the  prison^sbips,  waiting  an  exchange  of  prisoners. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  dbc. 

CHARLES  STIRLING, 

Fke  Admiral. 

Cpas*  R«  SiMLPSOir,  Esq. 


OmcB  Comk'rt  Qrh'l  of  Privonmib, 
WASBiiiaTOfi,  June  9, 1813. 

Sir:  I  learn  with  pleasure,  by  the  letter  you 
did  me  the  honor  to  aodress  me  on  the  1st  instant, 
«Bd  the  letter  from  Admiral  Stirling  you  have 
enclosed,  that  the  six  men  belonging  to  the  Amer- 
ieaa  privateer  Sarah  Ann,  detained  in  October 
laatj  aid  sent  to  Jamaica  to  be  tried  as  British 
subjects,  have  been  restored  to  the  ordinary  state 
of  prisoners  of  war,  to  wait  an  exchange,  and  that 
there  is  now  no  intention  to  bring  them  to  trial. 

I  very  cheerfully  comply  with  your  request,  sir, 
and  have  this  day  requested  the  Marshal  of  Sooth 
Carolina  to  restore,  in  like  manner,  to  the  ordi- 
nary state  of  prisoners  of  war.  the  twelve  British 
seamen  confined  under  the  orders  of  this  Gbvera- 
ment  by  him,  and  to  inform  them  that  the  respon- 
sibility attached  to  their  persons  for  the  safety  of 
the  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann  has  been  taken  off. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^c. 

J.  MASON. 

Col.  Tbo6.  Barclay,  ^c. 

C. 
Washihotom,  Jcmuary  30, 1813. 

Sir:  I  thiflk  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  De- 
fartment,  that,  on  the  arrival  at  Cluebeo  of  the 
American  prisoners  of  war  surrendered  at  ^eena- 
town,  they  were  mustered  and  examined  by  Brit- 
ish omeers  appointed  to  that  doty,  and  every  na- 
tive born  of  the  United  Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  sequestWred  and  sent  on  board  a  ship 
of  war  then  in  that  harbor.  The  vessel,  in  a  few 
days  thereafter,  sailed  for  EogiaiKl  with  tkoae 
j^rsons  on  board. 

Between  fifteen  and  twenty  persons  were  thus 
taken  from  ns,  principally  natives  of  Ireland,  sev- 
eral of  whom  were  known  by  their  platoon  offi- 
cers to  be  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  others  to  have  been  long  residents  within  the 
same.  One,  in  particular,  whose  name  has  es- 
caped me,  besides  having  complied  with  all  the 

*  Edward  Dfek,  Thomas  Rodgen,  Adam  Taylor, 
John  Gaal»  Michael  Placfc,  and  flastgs  €L 


conditions  of  our  natoraliznlion  Uwv^ 
sented  by  his  officers  to  have  Left  a  wife  and  Bre 
children,  all  of  them  bom  within  the  State  of 
New  York. 

I  distinctly  understood, as  well  from  the  officers 
who  came  on  board  the  prison-shin  for  the  above 
purpose,  as  from  others  with  wnom  I  remon- 
strated on  this  subject,  that  it  was  the  determina- 
tion of  the  British  Government,  as  expressed 
through  Sir  George  Prevost,  to  punish  every  man 
whom  it  might  subject  to  its  power,  found  in 
arms  against  t^e  British  King,  conimry  to  his  na- 
tive allegiance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

W.  SCOTT, 
iJeuL  CoL  U.  S.2darimer9. 

Hon.  Srqbbtart  op  War. 


LoNiM)!!,  Mtrek  1, 1813. 

Sir  :  Annexed  you  have  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Henry  Kelly,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  twenty- 
two  persons.  He  states  that  they  are  all  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  have  wives  and  chil- 
dren there ;  that  they  were  taken  last  October, 
in  Upper  Canada,  and  that  they  were  sent  to  this 
country  because  they  were  born  within  the  Brit- 
ish dominions.    I  am,  respectfully,  dbc.     

R.  G.  bEASLET. 

To  the  Secrbtart  or  Stats. 

Or  board  H.'M.  Smp  NAWirs, 

LTIN  a  A/r  TBM  NoBB,  Feb.  6, 1813. 

Sir  :  This  is  to  inform  you  of  the  luaderrnaaed 
twenty-three  American  aoldiers  beloafiBg  to  the 
13th,  6th,  and  1st  cegimenUof  the  United  States' 
armies.  We  were  taken  on  the  IStii  of  Oeiobtc, 
in  Upper  Canada.  The  reason  of  thetr  sending  us 
twenty-three  here  is,  we  were  bom  in  the  British 
dominions,  though  we  are  all  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  have  our  wives  and  children  theie. 
We  are  in  a  very  miseisahle  situation  for  cloihing^ 
having  drawn  no  winter  clothes  before  we  wece 
taken.  We  therefore  hope  you  will  send  «a  mmt 
relief  to  shelter  us  from  the  indnoienef  of  tli» 
weather. 

Sir,  I  xmmikim  your  obedient  servant, 

HSHRY  KBLLT. 

Sir,  these  are  the  names  of  my  fellow-sufierers: 
Henrv  BlaAey«  Qeoige  McCamnoo,  John  Do^ 
ton,  Michael  Condio,  John  CWk,  Peter  Burr, 
Andrew  Doyle.  John  McGbwan,  James  Gill,  Joha 
Fulsum,  Patrick  McBraharty,  Matthew  Mooncf, 
Patiiok  Karns,  John  Fitzgerald,  lohn  Wiier,  John 
Donnelty,  John  C»rry,  Nathan  Shniey,  tfdwnrd 
MaGarrignn,  John  Dinne,  John  Williaflis,  Qeorfe 
Johnson. 

Mr.  R.  G.  BxAnLBT. 


War  DxPARTtfRNT,  ilfoy  15, 1813. 

Sir:  You  will  herewith  receive  the  copy  of  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate  hy  R. 
G.  Beasley,  Esq.,  our  commissary  of  prtaoners  ia 
London,  by  which  it  appears,  that  twenty-thme 
soldiers  of  the  Is^  6th,  and  13th  rqpoienta  of  iha 
United  States'  infantry,  n^de  priaosen  ^ttfiflg 
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tbe  kst  eempugA  in  Upper  Canada,  hare  been 
sent  to  England  in  oonfiaament,  as  British 
sobiects* 

xou  are  therefore  hereby  comoiaaded  to  put 
into  close  confinement  twenty-three  British  sol- 
diers, to  be  kept  as  hoetages,  for  the  safe  keeping 
and  restoration  (on  exchange)  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  United  States  who  hare  been  sent  as  above 
stated  to  EngUnd. 

So  soon  as  this  order  shall  bare  been  executed, 

fOQ  will  commuDicate  the  reasons  of  it  to  the 
^ritisb  ConuDander-in-chidT  in  Canada. 
Very  respeotfuJly,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
To  Major  OeoeraJ  Dbarbobit. 


HSADQUAItTBRfl,  MOECTBEAL, 

October  17, 1813. 

Sir  :  Having  transmitted  to  His  Majesty's  Gor- 
ernment  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  on  the 
3l8t  of  May  last,  by  Major  General  Dearborn,  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  ^Uhe  American  commis- 
lary  of  prisoners  in  London  had  made  it  known 
to  his  Government  that  twenty-three  soldiers  of 
the  1st,  6th,  and  13th  regiments  of  United  States' 
infantry,  made  prisoners,  had  been  sent  to  Eng- 
land, and  held  in  close  confinement  as  British 
subjects,  and  that  Major  General  Dearborn  had 
received  instructions  from  his  Government  to  put 
into  close  confinement  twenty-three  British  sol- 
diers, to  be  kept  as  hostages  for  the  safe-keeping 
and  restoration,  on  exchange,  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  United  States,  who  had  been  sent,  as  above 
stated,  to  England ;  and  that,  in  obedience  to  those 
instructions.  General  Dearborn  had  put  twenty- 
three  British  soldiers  in  close  confinement,  to  be 
kept  as  hostages ;"  I  have  now  the  honor  of  ac- 
quainting you,  that  I  have  received  the  instruc- 
tions of  His  Majesty's  Government  distinctly  to 
state  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  that  I  have  received 
the  commands  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  forthwith  to  put  in  close  confinement 
forty-six  American  officers  and  non-eommissioned 
officers,  to  be  held  as  hostages  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  twenty-three  British  soldiers  stated  to  have 
been  put  in  ciose  confinement  by  order  of  the 
American  €h)vernment. 

I  have  been  directed  at  the  same  time  to  apprize 
you^  that,  if  any  of  tbe  said  British  soldiers  shall 
suffer  death  bv  reason  that  any  of  the  said  soldiers 
of  the  United  States,  now  under  confinement  in 
England,  have  been  found  guilty,  and  that  the 
known  law,  not  only  of  Great  Britain,  but  of 
ererj  independent  State,  under  similar  circum- 
stances, has  been  in  consequence  executed,  that 
1  have  been  further  instructed  to  select  out  of  the 
American  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers 
mkmok  1  shall  have  p«t  i»te  eoa^wm^uk,  mmgukj 
m  laay  double  th9  nuober  of  the  British  soldiers 
who  shall  have  been  so  unwarrantably  put  to 
death,  and  to  cause  such  officers  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  to  suffer  death  immediately.  I  have 
been  further  instructed  by  His  Majesty's  Gtoi erq- 
ment  to  notify  to  you,  lor  the  infwrmalion  of  Mub 


Govarnmeot  of  the  United  Statet.  that  Ike  com- 
manders of  His  Majesty's  armies'  and  fleets  on 
the  coasts  of  America  have  received  instructions 
to  prosecute  the  war  with  unmitigated  severity 
against  all  cities,  towns,  and  villages^  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  and  against  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  if,  after  this  communication  shall  have 
been  made  to  you,  and  a  reasonable  tioie  given 
for  its  being  transmitted  to  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, that  Government  shall  unhappily  not 
be  deterred  from  putting  to  death  any  or  the  sol- 
diers who  now  are,  or  who  may  bereaAer  be.  kept 
as  hostages  for  the  purposes  stated  in  the  letter 
fVom  Major  General  Dearborn. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  considera- 
tioQ  and  respect,  your  Excellency's  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant, 

GEORGE  PREVOST, 
Lt.  Gen.  and  Com^der  nftht  Foreu. 

His  Exc'y  Maj.  Gen.  Wilkinson. 
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Sxtiaet  of  a  fetter  fiNMn  Major  Qeneial  James  Wttin- 
800  te  Lieatenant  Oeneral  Sir  Oeorge  Preinost 

HBAnUUABTBKB,  GbENADTBR  fSLANn, 

fiovember  1, 1813. 

I  yesterday  evening  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  17th  past,  and  shall  immedi- 
ately transmit  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States. 

I  forbear  to  animadvert  on  the  acts  of  our  supe- 
riors, whatever  may  be  their  tendency;  but  yon 
must  pardon  me  for  taking  exception  to  an  ex- 

Eression  in  yonr  letter.  Tbe  Government  of  the 
United  States  cannot  be  *^  deterred"  by  any  eon- 
siderations  of  life  or  death,  of  depredationa  or 
conflagration,  from  the  faithful  discharge  of  its 
duty  to  the  American  nation. 


Orriofi  Comm'ht  Gen'l  op  Pribohibs, 
Washington,  Nov.  18, 1813. 

Sib:  This  despatch  will  be  delivered  or  for- 
warded to  you  bv  Major  Richard  Graham  of  the 
army.  You  wiH  be  pleased  to  deliver  to  him  all 
the  commissioned  enemy  officers  in  your  charge, 
belonging  to  any  of  their  land  troops  not  militia, 
whether  captored  on  land  or  on  board  their  ves- 
sels. They  are  to  be  immied lately  marched  under 
gaard  to  Frankfort,  in  Kentucky,  and  their  sob- 
sistenee  monev  to  cease  from  the  time  you  so  de- 
liver them.  Vou  are  particularly  requested,  how- 
ever, to  give  them  all  the  aid  in  your  power,  and 
to  see  justice  done  them  in  the  settlement  of  thfsir 
accounts  of  their  boarding  houses,  and  in  the  de- 
livery of  their  baggage,  Stc.  Yon  will  use  the 
requisite  precautions,  in  concert  with  Major  Gra- 
ham, to  hold  up  the  disclosure  of  this  measure 
until  all  the  officers  designated  are  secured  by 
him.  You  will  then  inform  those  gentlemen 
that  this  measure  has  been  forced  on  us  by  the 
recent  treatment  of  our  officers  held  by  the  enemy 
in  Caoada.    I  am  sir,  d&c. 

J.  MASON. 

Thomas  Steele,  Esq., 

Deputy  Marfhal  </  OMa, 
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OmoB  Com m'bt  Gbm'l  op  Prisohers, 
WASBiifOTONi  Ndv.  23, 1813. 

Sir  :  In  order  to  secure  a  safficient  number  of 
hostnges  to  answer  in  their  persons  for  the  pro- 
per treatment  of  a  certain  number  of  American 
officers  now  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  on  whom 
the  British  authorities  have  recently  threatened 
to  exercise  a  severity  unknown  in  civilized  war- 
fare, and  outraging  humanity,  I  am  commanded 
by  the  President  to  instruct  you  to  place  forth- 
with in  close  confinement  all  the  British  com- 
missioned officers  of  every  rank  belonging  to 
their  land  service,  now  prisoners  of  war  within 
your  district,  and  safely  to  hold  them  until  fur- 
ther orders. 

By  the  last  returns  from  your  deputy,  Mr.  Mel- 
ville, there  are  supposed  to  be,  as  by  the  annexed 
list,  sixteen  persons ',  but  be  the  number  more  or 
less,  you  will  understand  the  whole  are  to  be 
embraced  by  the  present  order. 

The  place  of  confinement  is  left  to  your  dis- 
cretion ;  io  ipakinff  this  selection,  however,  you 
will  endeavor  to  fix  on  a  town  which  will  ofier 
a  sufficient  number  of  safe  and  decent  prison 
rooms  to  receive  those  officers,  without  ioconve- 
aiently  crowding  them ;  the  object  being  at  this 
time  to  hold  them,  with  as  little  suffering  on 
their  part  as  can  be  done  consistent  with  security 
against  escape,  for  ultimate  measures  dependent 
on  the  conduct  of  the  enemjr  >  and  vou  are  re- 
quested, for  the  better  ordering  of  the  first  ar- 
rangement, to  attend  in  person. 

By  this  same  mail  an  order  will  be  transmitted 
from  the  Department  of  War  to  General  Gush- 
ing, commanding  at  Boston,  requiring  him  to  act 
in  concert  with  you  on  this  occasion,  and  to  fur- 
nish a  well  appointed  and  adequate  guard  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  prisoners  in  the  first 
instance,  moving  them  to  the  place  of  confine- 
ment, and  there  guarding  them  in  prison. 

You  will  at  once  perceive,  sir,  that  the  service 
BOW  required  of  you  is  of  an  important  and  deli- 
cate nature.  The  President  coants  on  your  seal 
and  discretion  to  execute  it  with  promptitude,  and 
such  precautions  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent 
escapes,  which  may  possibly  be  attempted  by  sonle, 
although  on  parole;  to  which  end,  you  will  con- 
sult confidentially  with  General  Gushing.  Since, 
immediately  on  taking  them  into  close  custody, 
their  paroles  will  be  suspended,  then  also  most 
the  suDsistence  money  be  stopped,  and  yoo  will 
make  arrangements,  in  some  regular  way  for  sop- 
pWing,  in  as  comfortable  manner  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  will  admit,  those  unfortunate  officers 
with  good,  wholesome  fare,  lodging,  firing,  dbc.$ 
having  always  regard  to  the  proper  economy. 

Tou  are  particularly  requested  to  make  as  early 
a  return  as  possible,  after  this  measure  is  exe- 
cuted, of  the  persons  confined,  descriptive  of  name, 
to  what  corps  belonging,  rank,  place  of  nativity, 
last  place  of  residence,  dtc. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  moat  obedient 
servant,  J.  MASON. 

Jambs  Pringb,  Esq., 

Manhal  if  MamachuttiU. 


OmcB  Comm'bt  Qbm'l  or  Pbibobbbb, 
Wabhiiiotor,  JVbo.  24, 1881 

Sir:  Enclosed  I  send  yoo  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  yon  on  the  18th  instant,*  ander  cover 
to  Major  Graham. 

In  order  to  secure  a  safficient  nomber  of  host- 
ages to  answer  in  their  persons  for  the  proper 
treatment  of  a  certain  number  of  Amerieaa  offi- 
cers now  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  on  whom 
the  British  authorities  have  recently  threatened 
to  exercise  a  severity  unknown  in  ciTilized  war- 
fare, and  OQtraging  humanity,  I  am  commanded 
by  the  President  to  instruct  yoo  to  place  forth- 
with in  close  confinement,  at  Frankiort,  in  yoor 
State,  all  the  British  officers,  of  wbaterer  rank, 
who  may  be  there  delivered  to  you  bf  Major 
Richard  Graham  of  the  army,  as  contemplated 
in  my  letter  of  the  18th  insunt;  and,  for  the  bet- 
ter making  the  first  arraogemeatii  yoa  are  re- 
quested to  attend  in  person  at  the  place,  at  the  tiaie 
Major  Graham  shall  arrive  there  with  the  pris- 
oners. Frankfort  has  been  designated  as  the  place 
of  confinement  on  this  occasion,  because  il  was 
hoped  that  the  authorities  of  the  State  would 
accommodate  the  Government  with  rooms  in  the 
penitentiary.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  ad- 
dressed the  Governor  on  the  subject.  Ton  will 
be  pleased  to  make  application  to  his  Excelleney 
to  that  end  in  its  behalf,  and  pray  leave  of  him  to 
occupy  in  that  building  as  many  safe  and  decefit 
prison  rooms  as  may  be  sufficient  to  receive 
these  officers,  without  inconveniently  crowding 
them  ;  the  object  being  at  this  time  to  hold  them, 
with  as  little  suffering  on  their  part  as  caa  be 
done  consistent  with  security  aj;ainst  escape,  for 
ultimate  measures  dependent  on  the  conduct  of 
the  enemy. 

The  requisite  guard,  duly  appropriated,  will  be 
furnished  you  by  Major  Graham,  for  guarding 
the  prison.  Tou  will  make  arrangements,  in  the 
regular  way,  for  supplying,  in  as  comfortable  a 
manner  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit, 
these  unfortunate  officers  with  good,  wholesome 
fare,  lodging,  and  firing;  having  always  regard 
to  the  proper  economy. 

Tou  will  at  once  perceive,  sir,  that  the  service 
now  requested  of  you  is  of  an  important  and  del- 
icate nature.  The  President  counts  on  yonr  zeal 
and  discretion  to  execute  it  with  promptitude, 
and  with  such  precautions  as  may  prevent  es- 
cape. Tou  are  particularly  requested  to  make  as 
early  a  return  as  possible,  after  this  measure  is 
executed,  of  the  persons  confined,  descriptive  of 
name,  to  what  corps  belonging,  rank,  place  of 
nativity,  last  place  of  residence,  dtc. 

I  am,  sir,  dbc.  J.  MASON. 

Robert  Grockbtt,  Esq.,  MarskaL 


Oolanei  Bawiay  Io  the  CsMiasiiy  Csftlef 

Hari^bii ,  Noivember  96, 1813. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  yon  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  Lieutenant 

*  This  letter  was  a  doplicste  of  that  sent  to  TliBHiai 
Steele,  Esq.,  depa^  msnhal  of  QHu^ 
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General  8ir  Qeorge  Pfevost,  GtoverDor  General 
mod  commtiHliag  His  Majesty's  forces,  on  the 
sabject  of  his  having  confined  forty-six  officers 
and  non-commissioned  officers,  American  prison- 
ers of  war,  in  retaliation  for  tweniv-three  British 
prisoners  confined  in  prison  in  tnese  States,  by 
order  of  this  Gtoyernment. 

If  it  is  the  wish  of  the  President  or  yoQself  to 
be  possessed  of  a  copy  of  Earl  Bathurst's  letter 
referred  to  in  the  enclosed  copy,  I  will  send  it 
with  pleasure.  It  has,  however,  been  published 
in  the  American  newspapers,  taken  from  those 
published  in  Canada. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Genertl  Bir  George 
Prevoet  to  Colonel  Thomas  Banslay. 

Montreal,  October  27. 1813. 

Sir:  I  hare  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a 
oOpT  of  a  despatch  I  have  received  from  Earl 
Bathurst,  and  to  acquaint  you  that,  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  His  Majesty^  Cbvernment  tbere- 
ia  signified  to  me,  I  have  placed  twenty  officers 
and  twenty-six  non-commissioaed  officers  of  the 
Aofteriaiin  army,  whose  names  are  enclosed,  in 
close  confinement.  Three  general  officers,  and 
twelve  other  officers  of  different  ranks,  according 
to  the  list  herewith  transmitted^  still  remain  at 
Quebec,  on  parole ;  but  the  remainder  of  the  sol- 
diers and  seamen^  amounting  to  about  five  hun- 
dred men,  I  have  thought  fit  to  send  to  Halifax, 
not  having  the  means  of  providing  for  them  du- 
ring the  Winter. 

iiegrettiQg,as  I  sincerely  do.  this  necessary  act 
of  severitv  and  reuliation,  which  I  have  com- 
municated to  Major  General  Wilkinson,  I  have 
thouffht  fit  to  apprize  you  of  it,  that  you  may, 
should  any  representation  be  made  to  vou  upon 
the  subject,  be  enabled  to  point  out  to  the  Amer- 
ican Gk>vernment  the  cause  of  it,  and  the  means 
in  its  power  of  relievin|^  those  who  are  suffiBring 
from  it,  by  the  immediate  diseharge  from  con- 
finement of  the  twenty-three  British  soldiers, 
prisoners  of  war,  so  unjustly  imprisoned. 


Bxtiaet  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  WilkiBson  to 
Lieutenant  Oeseittl  Sir  George  Fkevest 

Headouabtehs,  Malonb,  Dec.  3, 1813. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  Ist  ultimo. I 
apprized  you  that  your  communication  of  the 
l7th  of  October  last  had  been  transmitted  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States ;  and  I  have  now 
the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  result. 

In  a  recent  communication  from  the  War  De- 
partment,  I  am  commanded  Jby  the  President  to 
make  known  to  jou,  in  reply  to  your  letter,  and 
for  the  information  of  your  Government,  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  adhering  un- 
alterably to  the  |>rinciple  and  purpose  declared  ia 
the  communication  oi  General  iJearborn  to  you, 
on  the  subject  of  the  twenty-three  American  sol- 
diers, prisoners  of  war,  sent  to  England  to  be 
tried  as  criminals,  and  the  confinement  of  a  like 
number  of  British  soldiers,  prisoners  of  war,  se- 
lected to  abide  the  fate  of  tne  former,  has,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  step  taken  by  the  British  Gov- 
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ernment,  as  now  communicated,  ordered  forty-six 
British  officers  into  close  confinement,  who  will 
be  immediately  put  to  death  in  case  of  the  put- 
ting to  death  of  the  forty-six  American  officers 
and  non-commissioned  officers  ordered  into  close 
confinement  until  it  shall  be  known  that  the  for- 
ty-six American  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers  in  question  are  no  longer  confined. 

I  am  further  commanded  by  the  President  to 
advise  vou,  for  the  information  of  your  Govern- 
ment, that  in  the  event  of  any  proceedings  of  the 
British  commanders  on  our  coast  against  the  in- 
habitants thereof,  contrary  to  the  Taws  of  war 
observed  among  civilized  cations,  as  threatened 
in  your  communication  of  the  17th  of  October, 
the  United  States  will  avail  themselves  of  the 
means  in  their  power  for  such  exemplary  retali- 
ations as  may  produce  a  return  to  those  legiti* 
niate  modes  of  warfare,  from  which  no  other  con- 
sideration than  the  necessity  imposed  by  the  con- 
duct of  the  enemy  could  ever  induce  them  to 
depart. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  8ir  George  Prevest,  eon* 
mending  the  British  forces  in  Canada,  to  Muor 
Gensrsl  WUkinsen. 

HBADaUARTBRa,  MOHTRIAL, 

December  11, 1813. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
Excellency's  despatches  of  the  3d  and  4th  in« 
stsnt.  In  communicating  to  your  Excellency, 
In  my  letter  of  the  17th  of  October  last,  the  re* 
laliating  measure  which  His  Majesty's  Govern* 
ment  had   been  compelled  to  adopt,  in  conse- 

auence  of  the  imprisonment,  by  Major  General 
dearborn,  of  twenty-three  British  soldiers,  as 
hostages  for  as  many  natural  born  subjects  of 
His  Majesty  foand  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  m  arms  against  their  native  country,  I  ^ 
had  entertained  the  hope  that  the  American 
Government  would  have  been  induced  to  aban- 
don a  principle  not  recognised  by  any  of  the  other 
civilized  nations  of  the  world,  and  against  which, 
when  attempted  to  be  pot  in  practice,  they  have 
all  invariably  resisted. 

1  regret  to  find  myself  disappointed  in  this 
just  expectation,  by  the  communication  made  by 
your  Excellency  of  the  determination  of  your 
Oov«rumeBt  unalterably  to  adhere  4o  the  prin- 
ciple and  fMirpose  declared  in  the  letter  of  Major 
General  Dearborn  of  the  31st  of  May  last,  andf  of 
its  having^  in  conseqaence^  directed  forty-six 
British  officers,  prisoners  of  war,  to  be  closely 
confined  until  the  forty-six  American  officers  and 
non-commissioned  officers,  now  closely  confined 
at  Quebec  as  hostages,  shall  be  released. 

This  step  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  leaves  roe  no  other  alternative  but 
that  of  directing,  and  which  I  have  accordingly 
done,  the  whole  of  the  American  officers  (inclu- 
ding the  general  officers)  now  on  their  parole  in 
these  provinces,  to  be  immediately  placed  in 
close  confinement;  and  I  have  further  to  ac- 
quaint your  Excellency,  that  it  is  my  determi- 
nation to  put  into  close  confinement  every  Amer- 
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iean  officer  who  shall  hereafter  fall  into  my 
power,  to  the  nainber  of  forty-six,  inclusive  of 
those  who  had  been  confined  preyioas  lo  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  Excellency's  letter,  and  so  to  keep 
them  confined  until  I  shall  receiTe  the  further 
directions  of  His  Majesty's  GoYernment  on  this 
subject. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
Lieutenant  General  Sir  George  Prevoet,  command- 
ing the  British  forces  in  Canada^  dated 

HEADauARTERs,  Malone,  Dec,  20, 1813. 

Sir:  Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  11th  in- 
stant reached  my  outpost,  on  Chateaugai,  the 
erening  of  the  18th,  and  came  to  my  hand  yes- 
terday. 

I  regret  the  resolution  you  have  adopted  in  re- 
spect to  the  retaliatory  system  forced  on  the  BIx- 
ectttive  of  the  United  States  by  the  resurrection 
of  dormant  pretensions  which  had  ceased  for  a 
long  time  to  torment  mankind,  and  which  (your 
Excellency  will  pardon  the  observation)  have 
not  been  invariablv  asserted  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. Several  instances  might  be  quoted  to 
eapport  the  fact ;  but  I  will  trespass  the  remark- 
able case  of  the  late  Major  General  Charles  Lee 
only  OD  your  ExcelleDoy's  attention,  because  it  is 
most  directly  in  point.  Some  time  after  the 
capture  of  that  officer  by  Colonel  Harcourt,  his 
exchange  was  demanded  by  Congress,  and  re- 
fused by  the  British  commander  on  the  express 
grounds  for  which  you  now  contend ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell, 
of  the  seventy-first  regiment,  and  ^Te  Hessian 
field  officers,  were  thrown  into  ignominious  con- 
finement, as  hostages  for  his  safety;  and  here 
the  contest  terminated — the  British  Government 

iieiding  its  pretensions,  and  admitting  General 
lee  to  oe  exchanged  as  an  ordinary  prisoner  of 
war.  But  while  I  deplore  the  course  you  have 
marked  out  for  your  conduct.  I  should  fail  in 
courtesy  if  I  did  not  acknawledge  my  obliga- 
tions to  you  for  the  candid  avowal  of  your  inten- 
tions in  respect  to  the  American  officers  who 
may  hereafter  fall  into  your  hands,  because  this 
avowal  will,  I  flatter  myself^  constitute  their 
safeguard  against  imprisonment. 


at  Newport  and  Chiiicothe ;  and  I  am  eertain 
that  the  officers  now  in  jail  at  Worcester,  wiio 
are  a  part  of  the  British  troops  captured  by  Com- 
modore Channcey  on  Lake  Onuno,  are  a  part  of 
the  British  prisoners  you  promised  me  should  be 
sent  from  Salem,  in  return  for  the  military  pris- 
oners now  daily  expected  from  Nova  Scotia.. 
Why  vour  original  plan  has  been  changed,  and 
what  British  prisoners  are  intended  to  be  released 
by  you  and  sent  to  Halifax  for  the  Americaas 
expected  at  Salem,  are  questions  to  which  I  ea- 
treat  your  answer.  I  beg  also  to  be  informed  oa 
what  principles  vou  have  directed  restrietioBs. 
independent  of  the  strictest  imprisonment,  to  be 
exercised  on  them ;  and  whether  they  receive  the 
usual  allowance  of  three  shilling  sterling  per 
day.  These  are  important  questions  to  Iw  re- 
solved, and  admit  not  of  my  being  kept  in  sus- 
pense. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commiseaiy  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 


Harlem,  Dtcemher  15, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy 
of  a  letter  received  yesterday  from  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Grant,  of  the  militia  of  Lower  Canada, 
dated  from  the  jail  at  Worcester;  and  I  have  to 
request  you  will  inform  me  for  whom  the  nine 
British  officers  and  the  volunteer  mentioned  there- 
in have  been  placed  in  a  more  than  ordinary 
state  of  strict  retaliatory  confinement.  I  had  un- 
derstood from  you,  that  the  officers  and  men  on 
whom  you  intended  to  retaliate  for  the  fifty-nine 
soldiers  sent  to  England,  and  the  forty-six  placed 
in  close  confinement,  by  way  of  retaliation,  by 
his  Excellency  Sir  George  Frevost,  were  those 


Worcbstrr  Jail,  DeoaiiJber  6, 1813. 

Sir:  From  the  tenor  of  your  letter  of  the  28d 
of  October,  addressed  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  My- 
ers, I  was  led  to  expect  that  an  arrangement  far 
the  mutual  exchange  of  prisoners  had  been  made 
between  the  two  Governments,  by  which  the 
British  prisoners  then  in  the  United  States  woe 
to  be  immediately  marched  to  Buriington  for 
that  purpose.  On  application  to  the  depaty 
marshal  at  Pittsfield,  I  was  informed  that  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General 
of  Prisoners,  instructing  him  that  all  prisoners 
taken  after  the  5th  of  October  were  to  be  ex- 
changed by  the  way  of  Halifax.  It  was  in  vain 
I  complained  of  the  unreasonableness  of  this 
measure.  I  was  informed  that  the  arrangement 
was  decisive,  and  that  a  cartel  was  expected 
from  Halifax  in  a  short  time  for  that  purpose. 

Finding  that  it  would  be  useless  to  make  any 
further  remonstrance,  I  proceeded  to  Worcester 
on  my  parole,  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  rake 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  which,  f  was  in- 
formed, would  shortly  offer  for  my  ezchance.  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  by  an 
order  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I 
have,  with  the  undermentioned  oflicers,  been 
placed  in  close  confinement,  notwithstanding  the 
assurances  which  have  been  so  frequently  made 
me  of  mj  being  exchanged,  without  any  r^aid 
to  my  being  a  militia  officer,  and  the  only  in- 
stance of  the  kind  which  has  presented  itself  da- 
ring the  war,  that  of  a  militia  officer  being  even 
detained  in  the  United  States. 

Major  Villette,  Captain  Zehender, 

Lieutenant  Declnter,  1 

Lieutenant  Manuel,    >De  Watteville's, 

Lieutenant  Duval,      } 

Lieutenant  Steele,  89th  regiment, 

Lieutenant  Carter,  royal  artillery, 

Mr.  Morris,  volunteer,  royal  artulery, 

Dep.  Asst.  Com.  Gen.  J.  C.  Green. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient 
vant.  C.  WM.  GRANT, 

lAeut.  CoL  B.  M.  L.  C. 

Thomas  Barclat,  Esq. 
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Hablbm,  December  31, 1813. 

Sir:  Id  my  letter  to  yon  of  the  15th  current, 
I  stated,  in  addition  to  other  matters,  the  more 
than  ordinary  severity  of  the  treatment  Colonel 
Grant  and  the  nine  other  British  prisoners,  com- 
mitted to  Worcester  jail  by  the  Marshal  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, experienced.  I  am  since  informed 
that,  in  order  to  render  their  situation  still  tnore 
unpleasant,  they  have^  with  the  exception  of  one. 
been  denrived  of  their  serranis,  who  have  beeii 
marchea  to  Boston  or  Salem  as  prisoners ;  and 
that  their  confinement,  in  every  other  respect,  is 
the  rererse  of  what  gentlemen,  even  under  sen- 
tence of  death,  ought  to  experience.  I  hope  this 
treatment  and  privation  have  been  exercised 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  American  Gk>vem- 
ment. 

The  treatment  which  the  American  officers  in 
close  confinement  within  His  Majesty's  colonies 
Teceive,  is  very  different,  and  in  every  particular 
as  liberal  and  comfortable  as  the  nature  of  their 
imprisonment  will  permit.  In  proof  of  this,  I 
enolose  a  copy  of  a  letter  published  some  days 
aiuce  in  the  PhikuMphia  GazeUe^  purporting  to 
be  a  letter  from  a  captain  in  the  United  States' 
service,  a  prisoner  in  duebec,  to  his  father.  The 
letter,  I  consider,  bears  strong  marks  of  authen- 
ticityi 

Having  stated  the  treatment  that  British  pris- 
oners in  these  States,  and  American  prisoners  in 
His  Majesty's  dominions,  both  placed  in  strict 
confinement  on  retaliatory  principles,  receive,  it 
rests  with  vour  (Government  to  procure  a  contin- 
uation of  the  same  comforts  and  conveniences  to 
its  prisoners  which  they  now  enjoy,  by  imme- 
diately directing  that  similar  indulgences  be  ex- 
tended to  Britbh  subjects  in  these  States  under 
similar  circumstances;  or  to  compel  His  Majes- 
ty's Government  to  direct  that  the  same  severitv 
M  exercised  towards  American  prisoners  which 
His  Majesty's  subjects  experience  under  their 
confinement  in  these  States. 

Should  your  Government,  upon  this  represen- 
tation, think  proper  to  adopt  the  former  of  these 
alternatives,  you  will  be  pleased  to  return  me  the 
enclosed  letter.  On  the  contrary,  should  a  con- 
tinuance  of  the  severity  and  privation  be  consid- 
ered necessary  on  the  part  or  the  United  States, 
permit  me  to  request  that  you  will  do  me  the 
favor  to  forward  the  enclosed  letter,  by  a  flag  of 
trace,  to  his  excellency  Lieutenant  General  Sir 
Gteorge  Prevost. 

A  rctom  of  the  servants  to  the  officers  is  neces- 
sary, or  at  least  in  the  proportion  of  one  servant 
to  two  officers.  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  >re- 
questing  an  answer  to  this. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  ser* 
rant,  THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason,  dtc. 


Extract  of  s  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

Wabbinqton,  December  26, 1813. 
Sir:  In  rejply  to  your  inquiries  of  the  15th 
instant,  relative  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Grant, 


and  other  British  officers,  confined  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  (first  reminding  you,  as  you 
have  before  been  apprized,  that  it  has  been  uni- 
formly the  practice  of  this  Government,  in  mat- 
ters of  retaliation,  to  execute  the  measure  in- 
tended before  any  official  communication  was 
made,)  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  these 
officers  have  been  so  placed,  to  answer,  in  part, 
for  the  safety  and  proper  treatment  of  the  forty* 
six  American  officers,  commissioned  and  non- 
commissioned, confined  in  the  common  jail  at 
Q^uebec,  a  measure  announced  as  determined  on 
by  the  letter  of  the  17th  October,  from  General 
Sir  George  Prevost  to  Major  General  Wilkinson, 
the  execution  of  which  was  made  known  to  me 
by  your  letter  of  the  26th  November.  Orders 
have  been  given  for  the  confinement  of  other 
British  commissioned  officers  in  Massachusetts 
and  elsewhere,  to  the  number  of  forty-six,  includ- 
ing those  named  by  you,  for  the  same  purpose. 
So  soon  as  the  returns  shall  be  received,  they  will 
be  communicated  to  you. 

The  reply  to  your  inquiry,  on  what  principle 
restrictions  have  been  directed,  independent  of 
the  strictest  imprisonment,  to  be  exercised  on 
your  officers,  is,  that  none  such  have  been  di- 
rected ;  and  as  to  what  you  term  more  than  ordi- 
nary state  of  strict  retaliatory  confinement,  since 
you  have  not  been  pleased  to  furnish  me  with 
any  evidence  of  the  manner  in  which  our  officers 
have  been  treated  in  their  jail,  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  enter  now  upon  that  part  of  the  subject. 
I  will  assure  you,  however,  that  orders  were 

given  to  show  to  your  officers,  whose  close  con- 
nement  has  been  made  necessary  bv  a  previous 
act  of  your  Government,  all  the  mildness,  and  to 
aiford  them  all  the  accommodation  consistent 
with  their  unfortunate  situation;  and  that  the 
requisite  inquiries  have  been  made  as  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  intention  of  this  Government.  The 
paroles  of  these  officers  having  been  suspended,  in 
lieu  of  the  three  shillings  sterling  per  day,  directions 
were  given  to  supply  their  tables  with  good,  plain 
fare,  and  their  rooms  with  sufficient  fuel  and 
comfortable  bedding ;  and,  from  the  character  of 
the  marshal  in  whose  custody  they  are,  I  cannot 
doubt  that  this  has  been  done. 

You  could  never  have  understood  from  me,  sir, 
that  it  was  intended  to  reuliat&  at  any  given 
place,  for  the  violent  conduct  of  your  Govern- 
ment in  placing  in  jail  forty-six  of  our  officers  at 
Cluebec.  This  highly  offensive  and  novel  pro- 
cedure was  not  known  in  this  country  at  the 
time  you  last  left  the  seat  of  Government,  and 
you  will  find  nothing  written  from  me  to  that 
effect.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  British  officers 
now  imprisoned  at  Worcester,  in  Massachusetts, 
to  whom  you  allade,  make  part  of  the  troops  I 
proposed  should  have  been  sent  to  Halifax,  by 
return  of  the  British  cartel  which  you  engaged 
should  bring  over  to  Salem,  from  that  place,  such 
of  our  land  troops  as  had  been  carried  there  from 
Ctuebec ;  nor  is  there  less  doubt  that  the  forty-six 
American  officers,  a  list  of  whom  you  have  fur- 
nished me  in  your  letter  of  the  26th  November, 
are  part  of  the  American  prisoner  troops  you  en- 
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ffaged  with  me  should  he  immediately  released 
from  Canada;  the  soldiers  and  non-commissioned 
officers  to  be  delivered  on  the  lines,  and  the  com- 
missioned officers  to  be  paroled,  to  return  directly 
on  the  neeeption  of  your  despatches  by  your  com- 
manding officer  in  Canada,  in  return  for  a  like 
number  to  be  released  to  you ;  with  which  ar- 
rangement vour  commanding  General  in  Canada 
has  refused  to  comply,  even  as  to  those  he  yet 
holds  there,  uninterfereu  with  by  retaliatory  meas- 
ures. When  your  cartel  shall  arrive  from  Hali- 
fkx  with  American  prisoners,  I  shall  have  from 
the  adjacent  depots  a  corresponding  number  of 
British  prisoners  to  be  returned  by  ner.  But  in 
the  uncertainty  of  a  disposition  according  with 
your  arrangements,  as  evinced  by  the  late  experi- 
ment in  Canada,  it  is  certainly  best  for  your  pris- 
oners, and  most  prudent  on  my  part,  that  they 
should  not  be  removed  until  we  are  more  cer- 
tainly informed  of  the  coming  of  our  prisoners. 

Office  Comm'ry  Gem'l  of  Prisoners, 
Wasbinqton,  Dec.  26, 1813. 

Sir:  In  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  trans- 
mitting copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  George  Prevost 
of  the  27th  October,  and  a  list  of  forty-six  Ameri- 
can officers  confined  in  jail  at  duebee,  you  offer 
to  furnish,  if  desired,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Earl  Batharst  to  Sir  George  Prevost;  as  that 
paper  forms  part  of  the  documents  in  the  case  to 
which  your  communication  has  reference,  I  will 
thank  you  to  send  it  to  me. 

Returns  of  all  the  prisoners,  confined  in  retali- 
ation in  this  country,  shall  be  sent  you  as  soon  as 
they  can  be  made  complete.    I  have,  dbe. 

J.  MASON. 

Col.  Thomas  Barclay,  dbc. 

Ofhcr  Comm'ry  Gem'l  of  Prisoners, 
Wasbinqton,  Dec,  29,  IdlS. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  inst., 
I  be^  leave  to  assure  you,  that  it  is  very  far  from 
the  intention  of  this  Government,  or  the  desire  of 
any  of  its  officers  charged  with  that  painful  ser- 
vice, to  cause  to  be  felt  by  British  officers  con- 
fined in  retaliation  for  the  American  officers  put 
in  jail  in  Quebec,  more  inconvenience  than  haa 
been  okadie  necessary  by  the  conduct  of  the  enemy 
in  regard  to  our  officers,  on  whose  account  they 
are  so  held. 

Before  you  advanced  such  a  declaration  a%  the 
following :  '*  I  am  since  informed  that,  in  order 
to  render  their  situation  still  more  unpleasant, 
they  have,  with  the  exception  of  one,  oeen  de- 
prived of  their  servants,  wno  have  been  marched 
to  Bostdn,  or  Salem,  as  prisoners;  and  that  their 
confinement,  in  every  other  respect,  is  the  reverse 
of  what  gentlemen,  even  under  the  sentence  of 
death,  ought  to  experience.  I  hope  this  treat* 
ment  and  privation  have  been  exercised  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  American  Government  ;'* 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  you  had  not  taken  pains 
to  have  been  better  informed.  The  unfortunate 
situation  of  these  gentlemen  is  sincerely  to  be 
lamented;  when  confined  in  a  Jail,  however,  you 


must  see  the  impossibilitv  of  making  tbem  as 
comfortable  as,  from  their  habits  and  rank  ia  life, 
would  be  otherwise  desirable.  Bat  that  they 
have  been  treated  with  unnecessary  severity  is 
positively  denied,  as  having  been  in  any  degree 
directed  or  countenanced  by  the  (Govern meat,  nor 
is  it  believed  as  practised  by  the  officer  in  vhose 
change  tUey  are.  You  might,  air,  at  least,  on  this 
occasion,  liave  refrained  from  attribating  onvoi- 
thy  motives.  If  theic  servants  have  been  with- 
drawn, they  shall  be  restored  so  soon  as  it  is  ai- 
certained  UMt  our  officers,  closely  confined,  re- 
ceive that  accommodation.  It  is  the  iatentioaof 
this  Gtovernroent  to  make  their  situation  in  evecy 
respect  similar  to  that  of  our  officers  held  in  pns> 
on,  and,  to  that  end,  we  shall  be  very  glad  to  re- 
ceive from  you  any  information  you  may  be  able 
to  commuBicale;  but  you  must  permit  me,  sir,  to 
say,  that  we  cannot  take  the  anonymous  news- 
paper paragraphs  you  have  seat  for  authority  on 
that  subjecL 

You  will  remark,  sit,  by  the  decuaaents  sant 
you  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  that  Colonel  Qsxd- 
ner,  our  agent  at  Quebec,  has  been  refused  per- 
mission to  visit  them;  he  may,  therefore,  not 
have  been  able  to  give  me  any  information  absut 
their  situation.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe. 

J.  MASON. 

C<^«  TaoMAS  Barolat,  4e. 


I,  Timothy  Whiting,  of  Lancaster,  in  theeomiey 
of  Worcester,  do  testify  and  say,  that  beiag  at 
Worcester  on  the  day  of  the  commitmant  of  the 
British  officers,  (meaning  those  who  had  been  at 
Worcester  on  parole,)  I  heard  the  marshal  direct 
I>octor  Lincoln  ^his  reputed  agent  for  taking  cue 
of  prtsooers)  to  oe  particolarly  eai«f«l,  aad  sue 
that  they  were  treated  with  mat  hunumily,  and 
well  provided  with  good  and  wholesome  provis- 
ions, bedding,  dbc«    The  marshal  appeared  very 
solicitous  that  the  humanity  of  the  Uaitad  Slatas 
should  not  suffer  from  any  nsfflect  in  this  rcsptct  t 
and  he  observed  to  Doctor  laneola,  that  by  tlie 
cartel  three  shillings  sterling  per  dty  was  al* 
lowed  to  each  gentleman  for  subsistence,  aad  lie 
nresumed  there  would  be  no  objection  lo  kb  al- 
lowing to  the  tiitent  of  four  dollars  per  week; 
that  it  was  not  iatended  that  these  oflicers  should 
be  served  with  prison  beds,  as,  for  this  addHioaal 
sam,  the  jailor  woald  provide  good,  eomfonable 
beds  for  them.    This  was  fully  aeqoicseed  ia  by 
Doctor  Lincoln  and  myseli|  and  our  official  sita* 
atioo,  as  county  officers  connected  with  the  jail, 
enabled  us  to  know,  and  to  state  to  the  nsarslml, 
that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  jailer  to  fnniiah 
as  good  bedding  as  is  generally  found  in  tke  best 
public  houses  in  Worcester,  and  we  had  no  dovtbt 
of  the  jailer's  humane  disposition.    These  tibsei^ 
vations  were  made  to  the  marshal,  from  the  soli- 
citude he  discovered  to  have  the  officers  treatad 
with  all  the  kindness  and  attention  Which,  he 
said,  he  thought  was  due  to  men  so  peculiarly 
situated  as  these  officers  were,  and  which  coald 
be  done  consistent  with  their  safe-keepior* 

TIMOTHY  WHITllfa. 
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Laucjatib,  Jan.  24^  1814. 


Then  Timothy  Whiting,  Esq.,  penonallj  ap- 
peared, and  made  solemn  oath  to  the  above  dep- 
ositton  by  him  sobseribed. 

Before  me,  JOSIAH  FLAQG, 

Juitice  of  the  Ptace. 


Sxtrael  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  BercUy  to  the  Com- 
mJMSiy  General  of  Prisoners. 

January  6, 1814. 
Agreeably  to  your  request  of  the  26th  ultimo, 
I  enclose  a  copy  of  Earl  Bathurst's  letter  to  Lieu- 
tenant Qeneral  Sir  George  Prevost  of  the  12th 
of  August.  ^ 

DowNiiro  Street,  Aug.  12, 1813. 

Sut:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
despatch  No.  66,  of  the  6ih  June,  enclosing  a  let- 
ter addressed  to  your  ExcellencY  by  Major  Gen- 
end  D^urhof  n.  In  this  letter  it  u  stated  that  the 
American  Commissary  of  Prisoners  in  London 
k^fi,  naade  it  known  to  his  Qovernment.  that 
twenty-three  soldiers,  of  the  first,  sixth,  ana  thir- 
teentl^  regiments  United  States' infantry,  made 
piisooers,  had  been  sent  to  England,  and  neld  in 
olose  confinement  as  British  subjects;  and  that 
Major  General  Dearborn  had  received  instruc- 
tjons  from  his  Government  to  put  into  close  con- 
finenaent  twenty-three  British  soldiery  to  be  kept 
aA  hostages  for  the  safe-keeping  and  restoration, 
in  ezchanffe,  of  the  soldiers  of  the  United  States 
who  had  been  sent,  as  above  stated,  to  En^^land ; 
vid  General  Dearborn  apprizes  yo^  that,  in  obep 
dienee  to  those  instrnctionS}  he  bad  put  twenty- 
three  British  soldiers  in  close  confinement  to  be 
kept  as  hostages. 

The  persons  referred  to  in  this  letter  were  sol- 
diers serving  in  the  American  army,  taken  pris- 
oners at  ftueenstown^  and  sent  home  by  you,  that 
they  might  be  disposed  of  according  to  the  pleas- 
ure of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Rei^ent, 
tBey  having  declared  themselves  to  be  British 
born  subjects.  Your  Excellency  has  been  di- 
rected to  send  home  the  necessary  evidence  unon 
this  point,  and  they  are  held  in  custody  to  under- 
go a  legal  trial. 

Tou  will  lose  no  time  in  communicating  to 
Major  General  Dearbon  that  you  have  transmit- 
ted home  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  you,  and  that  you 
are,  in  consequence,  instructed  distinctly  to  state 
to  him  that  you  have  received  the  commands  of 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  forth- 
with to  put  in  close  confinement  forty-six  Ameri- 
can officers  and  non-commissioned  officers,  to  be 
held  as  hostages  for  the  s^fe-keeping  of  the  twen- 
ty-three British  soldiers  stated  to  have  been  put 
in  ebse  confinement  by  order  of  the  American 
Qovemment ;  and  yon  will,  at  the  same  time,  ap- 
prise him  that,  if  any  of  the  said  British  soldiera 
shall  siifier  death,  by  reason  that  the  soldiers  now 
under  confinement  here  have  been  found  guilty, 
and  that  the  Jtnown  law,  not  only  of  Great  Brii- 
aln,  but  of  every  independent  State,  oader  simi- 
Imt  oiiaamitaneei^  has  been  in  conse^aence  exe- 


cuted, yon  have  been  instructed  to  select  out  of 
the  American  officers  and  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers, whom  you  shall  have  put  into  close  confine- 
ment, as  many  as  mav  double  the  nuiQber  of  Brit- 
ish soldiers  who  shall  have  been  so  unwarrant- 
ably put  to  death,  and  cause  such  officers  and 
non-commissioned  officers  to  sufier  death  imme- 
diately. 

And  you  are  farther  instructed  to  notify  to  Ma- 
lor  Greneral  Deari>orn,  that  the  commanders  of 
His  Majesty^s  armies  and  fleets  on  the  coasts  of 
America  have  received  instructions  to  proseeute 
the  war  with  unmitigated  severity  against  all 
cities,  towns,  and  villages,  belongii^  to  the  Uai* 
ted  States,  and  against  tne  inhabitants  thereof, 
if,  after  this  communication  shall  have  been  duly 
made  to  Major  Gkneial  Dearborn,  and  a  reason- 
able  time  gv^n  for  its  being  transmitted  to  the 
American  Government,  that  Government  shall 
unhappily  not  be  deterred  from-  putting  to  death 
any  of  the  soldiers  who  now  are,  or  who  may 
hereafter  be,  kept  as  hostages,  for  the  purposes 
stated  in  the  letter  from  Major  General  Dearborn. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  «c. 

BATHURST. 

To  Sir  Qnonoii  Prbvost,  Bart.  ^c. 

>i 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
PriioneTs  to  Colonel  Thomss  Barday. 

WAasmoTOif,  Jan.  26, 1814* 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  eztcaetf 
of  letters  lately  received  from  Colonel  Gat dner, 
American  agent  for  prisonern  in  Canada,  to  wit : 
one  of  the  9ath  of  November  and  17th  of  Decem- 
ber, and  a  copy  of  a  leHer  from  him  of  the  lOtk 
of  December,  accomnanied  by  copies  of  a  eor- 
reapondeiMe  between  him  and  Geneml  GJasgow, 
to  say,  of  th6  Sih  apd  9th  of  December  from  Col- 
onel uardner,  and  of  the  9th  and  IQth  from  Gen- 
eral Glasgow. 

By  thes^  you  will  pereeive  that  now  the  Ame- 
rican agent  is  barred  altogether  from  visiting  any 
prisoner  in  confinement,  and  that  when  he  is  per- 
mitted even  to  go  into  the  lower  town  of  ftueMc, 
where  no  prisoners  are  held,  to  purchase  any  a^* 
tides  or  transact  any  business  for  them,  he  is 
guarded  and  restricted  to  a  few  hours. 

In  consequence  of  the  last  paragranh  of  the  let- 
ter from  Colonel  Gardner  of  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber, and  the  relaxation  of  the  commanding  offi- 
cer in  Cdnada,  towards  some  of  our  officers,  f  have 
with  pleasure  found  myself  enabled  to  ameliorate, 
in  1^  degree,  the  situation  of  your  officers  of  cor- 
responding rank.  I  have  instructed  the  Marshal 
of  Kentucky  to  offer  to  the  British  field  officers 
now  confined  at  Frankfort  a  parole^  restricting 
them  to  such  houses  and  their  premises  as  (hey 
can  most  conveniently  be  locsted  in ;  in  this  or- 
der I  have  included  Majors  Chambers  and  Muir. 
understanding  that  they  are  majors  by  brevet,  and 
Captain  Crowther,  becauee  he  has  his  family  wi^ 
him;  to  liia  lady  and  two  small  children,  who,  I 
understand,  compose  his  family,  I  have  directed 
to  be  paid  subsistence  equal  to  one  and  a  half  of 
the  sum  of  the  ailowanoe  to  officers  of  the  rank 
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of  faer  husband,  to  wit :  at  the  rate  of  four  shil' 
linffs  and  sixpence  sterling  per  day. 

I  enclose  you  a  list  of  all  the  officers  now  con- 
fined in  the  State  of  Kentucky ;  so  soon  as  I  can 
receiye  the  reports  from  the  other  marshals,  they 
shall  be  famished. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissaiy  General  of  Prisoners. 

January  27, 1814. 

I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that  if  it  is  the 
wish  of  your  Gk>Ternment  to  release  tne  whole  or 
a  part  of  the  officers  and  men  now  in  confinement 
on  retaliatory  measures,  on  its  releasing  British 
prisoners  so  confined,  a  similar  number  of  Ameri- 
can prisoners  under  the  same  kind  of  confine- 
ment, and  of  the  same  rank,  shall  be  forthwith 
released  in  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  be  suc- 
ceeded by  an  Immediate  exchange. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay. 

Fbbruabt  3, 1814. 

In  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  January,  yon  state 
that  you  are  directed  to  acquaint  me,  that  if  it  is 
the  wish  of  this  Government  to  release  the  whole 
or  a  part  of  the  officers  and  men  now  in  confine- 
ment on  retaliatory  measures,  on  the  release  of 
British  prisoners  so  confined,  a  similar  number  of 
American  prisoners  under  the  same  kind  of  con- 
finementj  and  of  the  same  rank,  shall  be  forthwith 
released  in  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia. 

If  jou  mean  that  all  officers  and  men,  prison- 
ers ot  war,  on  either  side,  who  have  been  confined 
in  retaliation,  or  for  whose  confinement  measures 
of  retaliation  hare  been  resorted  to,  shall  now  be 
released  by  both  Governments,  your  proposition 
will  be  promptly  assented  to ;  or  if  it  is  meant 
that  leaving  in  each  case  which  has  occurred, 
t^ose  who  constituted  the  first  step  of  rigorous 
confinement  on  each  side,  to  stand  the  one  desig- 
nation against  the  other,  and  to  release  all  others 
held  in  retaliation  by  either  nation,  it  will  be  as 
readily  agreed  to,  and  stipulated  that  exchanges 
for  those  so  released,  according  to  rank  and  equiv- 
alent, shall  immediately  follow. 

If  I  have  understood  you  correctly  as  to  either 
mode  of  proceeding  on  this  important  subject, 
I  am  instructed)  sir,  to  inform  you  that  this  Gov- 
ernment will  enter  with  the  least  possible  delay 
on  sQch  arrangements  as  may  be  found  best  cal- 
culated to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  unfortunate 
persons  implicated  on  both  sides. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

February  10, 1814. 

Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  I  have  received. 
I  had  hoped  I  had  expressed  myself  with  so  much 
perspicuity  in  my  letter  of  the  27th  of  January, 
that  my  meaning  would  have  been  perfectly  un- 
derstood by  YOU. 

If  you  will  examine  that  letter,  yon  will  find 


the  proposal  therein  contained  to  relate  to  a  gen- 
eral exchange  of  all  the  prisoners  of  war,  inclod- 
ing  those  under  confinement  on  retaliatory  prin- 
ciples. In  answer  to  vour  question,  whether  it 
was  intended  to  include  in  my  proposal  to  joa 
"  those  for  whose  confinement  measures  of  retal- 
iation have  been  resorted  to,''  I  beg  leave  to  say 
it  was  not. 

With  respect  to  characters  of  that  description^ 
I  have  no  authority  to  make  any  proposition. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commisaary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Thomas  Steele,  Esq.^  Deputy  MairiisL 
of  Ohio,  dated 

WASHiirGTOii.  Jofu  29, 1814^ 

It  has  become  necessary,  in  order  to  meet  by 
correspondioff  measures  the  treatment  used  by  the 
enemy  towards  our  officers  in  their  power,  to  con- 
fine all  British  officers  remaining  in  yoar  cus- 
tody. 

I  enclose  you  a  despatch  from  the  Department 
of  War  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  CampbelL  com* 
manding  officer  at  Chilicotbe,  requesting  him  to 
furnish  an  officer  and  guard  to  conduct  safely  to 
Kentuck^r  such  of  the  British  officers  as  you  may 
deliver  him.  Tou  will  keep  the  contents  of  this 
despatch  entirely  to  yourself,  until  you  see  and 
deliver  the  despatch  to  Colonel  Campbell,  and 
you  will  consult  confidentially  with  nim  as  to 
the  measures  to  be  taken  to  secure  all  the  officers 
before  any  alarm  is  excited,  in  order  to  prevent 
escapes. 

Bv  your  last  returAs  it  appears  that  you  held, 
of  toe  army,  two  cadets ;  of  the  nary,  five  lien- 
tanants,  two  masters,  three  midshipmen,  and  six 
masters'  mates. 

These  and  other  officers  or  cadets  of  the  Brit- 
ish army  or  navy  you  may  hold,  of  rank  not  lower 
than  those  designated,  if  I  should  have  mis- 
taken your  returns,  are  by  order  of  the  President 
immeuiately  to  be  placed  in  close  confinement, 
and  delivered  to  Colonel  Campbell,  to  be  coi^ 
ducted  to  Frankfort,  in  Kentucky,  there  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  Marshal  of  that  State. 

You  will  be  pleased,  as  requested  in  the  former 
order  on  a  similar  occasion,  to  conduct  this  pro- 
cedure with  all  the  humanity  and  tenderness  die 
case  may  be  susceptible  of,  guarding  always 
against  risk  of  escape ;  and  you  will  pay  all  the 
omcers  op  the  arrearages  due  to  the  time  that  the 
paroles  are  suspended,  and  see  every  justice  done 
them  in  settling  their  accounts,  dbc«,  with  the  in- 
habitants. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  the  Marshal  of  Massachusetts,  dated 

Fbbrdart  8, 1814^ 

The  British  authorities  at  Q,od>ec  and  Halifax 
having  thought  proper  to  confine  closely  a  num- 
ber ofofficers,  (over  and  above  the  forty-six  first 
confined  at  Cluebec,)  on  plea  of  reufiation  for 
their  officers  confined  in  the  United  States,  to  be 
held  for  the  safety  and  proper  treatmeni  of  tbese^ 
I  am  commanded  by  the  President  to  iascract 
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yoQ  to  eoDfioe  closely  at  Piitsfield,  and  to  plaee 
under  military  guard  all  the  officers  British  pris- 
oners who  may  have  been  returned  by  your  dep- 
Qty,  Major  Melville,  from  Burlington,  Vermonti 
to  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  a  list  of  whose 
names  was  forwarded  you  yesterday,  presumed 
in  number  to  be  nineteen  or  twenty,  xou  will 
be  pleased,  as  in  similar  eases,  and  as  heretofore 
reeommended,  to  inform  the  officers  the  cause  of 
their  confinement,  and  to  do  all  that  may  depend 
on  you  to  make  their  situation  as  comfortable  as 
possible  consistent  with  safety  against  escape. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commifisarj  General  of 
Prisoners  to  James  Prince,  Esq.,  Marshal  of  Massa- 
ehusetts^  dated 

Fbbrdary  22, 1814. 

In  mine  of  the  11th  1  requested  my  order,  as 
to  the  confinement  of  the  officers  to  be  returned 
from  Burlington  to  Cheshire,  to  be  suspended.  I 
have  before  me  yours  of  the  14th,  inforikiing  me 
of  the  prompt  measures  you'had  taken  to  execute 
my  order  of  the  8th;  as  I  had  advised  Major 
Melville  by  the  same  mail  of  my  intentions  to 
suspend  the  order  for  a  few  days,  it  is  probable 
they  were  not  executed ;  but  be  this  as  it  may,  I 
have  now,  by  command  of  the  President,  to  re- 
quire you  to  deliver  over  to  Major  Sizer,  to  be 
conducted  by  such  route  as  he  may  prefer,  avoid- 
ing always  any  military  work  or  maritime  city, 
to  be  conducted  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
there  to  deliver  to  the  Marshal  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  will  be  apprized  of  their  coming,  all  the 
British  prisoner  officers  in  your  custody,  whether 
heretofore  confined  or  not,  with  the  exception  of 
the  field  officers,  who  I  understood  to  be  Colonel 
Giant,  Major  Villette,  and  Major  Joseph  Powell ; 
to  these  you  will  ofier  the  form  of  specific  parole 
as  hostages,  sent  you  in  my  letter  of  the  29th  of 
January;  and,  if  accepted,  take  one  from  each, 
and  assign  them  to  some  particular  house  and 
premises  in  the  town  of  Cheshire ;  if  not  accept- 
ed, arrest  either  of  them  not  so  accepting,  and  send 
him  on  to  Philadelphia  with  the  other  officers. 

The  officers.!  understand  thus,  under  this  order, 
to  be  sent  on  to  Philadelphia  or  paroled,  will  be 
the  seven  returned  in  your  list  of  the  14th  in- 
stant. 

Four  returned  in  Major  Melville's  list  of  the 
24th  of  December,  confined  at  Lenox. 

Nineteen  returned  in  Major  Melville's  list  of 
the  29>h  of  January,  as  sent  from  Burlington. 

Two  naval  officers,  shown  in  your  late  returns, 
on  parole,  viz:  Lieutenant  Carpenter  and  one 
midshipman. 

It  is  not  meant,  however,  by  this  designation, 
to  exclude  any  others  of  similar  description  I 
may  have  overlooked.  CapUin  James  S.  Tyeth, 
intended  to  have  been  confined  at  Lenox  with  the 
other  four,  was  reported  by  Major  Melville  to  be 
in  too  bad  a  state  of  health  to  be  in  confinement ; 
if  he  still  remains  so,  he  may  remain  at  Cheshire 
on  ordinary  parole. 

JOHN  MASON. 

J.  Prihcb,  Manhal,  ^c. 


Extract  of  s  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  John  Smith,  Esq^  Marshal  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, dated 

February  23, 1814. 

Sir  :  The  conduct  of  the  enemy  in  confining 
many  of  our  officers  prisoners  in  their  hands 
on  the  plea  of  retaliation  for  certain  hostages  des- 
ignated and  confined  In  the  United  States,  to  an- 
swer for  the  proper  treatment  and  safety  of  a  like 
number  of  American  prisoner  soldiers,  separated 
from  their  fellow  prisoners,  and  sent  to  England 
for  trial,  has  imposed  upon  the  Government  the 
necessity  of  confining  British  officers  in  our  power, 
equal  in  number,  to  oe  held  responsible  for  every 
improper  treatment  of  the  enemy  towards  our 
officers. 

I  am  commanded  by  the  President  to  require 
that  vou  will,  immediately  after  the  reception  of 
this  letter  suspend  the  paroles  of,  and  place  ia 
close  confinement,  all  the  British  commissioned 
officers  of  the  armv  or  nav]r,  or  midshipmen,  or 
masters,  or  master^s  mates  in  the  navy  now  in 
your  custody  within  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
not  suffering  from  wounds  or  sickness,  except 
Lieutenant  Lovesay  of  the  Jaseur,  reported  m 
yours  of  the  17th  January,  who  happens  to  stand 
for  the  present  in  a  peculiar  situation :  there  are 
presumed  to  be  three  at  Pittsburg,  and  a  few  at 
Lancaster,  the  number  not  precisely  known ;  but 
be  thev  more  or  less,  this  measure  Is  to  reach 
them  all,  except  the  Lieutenant  before  mentioned, 
as  the  numbers  now  within  your  State,  in  addi- 
tion to  those  directed  to  be  confined  in  other 
States,  will  not  exceed  that  which  is  now  required 
by  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Vou  will,  sir,  so  conduct  the  procedure  on  your 
part,  that  no  knowledge  of  the  intention  or  the 
Government  on  this  subject  shall  be  given  until, 
at  each  place  where  there  may  be  such  officers 
in  your  State,  the  arrest  is  ready,  under  proper 

Srecautions  to  be  made,  and  the  persons  of  the 
British  officers  secured.  In  order  that  escapes 
may  be  effectually  guarded  ^against,  those  wno 
may  be  at  Pittsburg  you  will  instruct  your  deputy 
to  hold  in  confinement  there ;  those  at  Lancaster, 
or  any  place  not  more  distant,  you  will  remove 
under  a  sufficient  guard^  in  carriages,  to  Phiadel- 
phia,  and  confine  them  in  that  city. 

So  soon  as  the  arrest  takes  place,  the  parole  be- 
ing suspended,  the  subsistence  money  is  also  sus- 
pended ;  and  you  will  provide  the  officers  in  each 
case  with  comfortable  plain  fare,  suitable  to  their 
ranks  in  life,  for  subsistence ;  and  you  will  di- 
rect at  Pittsburg,  and  provide  in  Philadelphia,  In 
the  places  destined  for  their  confinement,  on  the 
best  terms  you  can,  comfortable  rooms^  with  stoves 
or  fire-places,  and  such  beds  and  furniture  as  will 
be  convenient  and  proper,  so  as  they  may  not  be 
too  crowded,  to  be  conveniently  subsisted ;  and 
you  will  allow  to  each  field  officer  {\f  any)  one 
servant  to  each,  and  to  each  four  otners  one  ser- 
vant each ;  the  servants  to  be  taken  from  the 
prisoner  soldiers,  or  paid  by  the  officers ;  to  be 
confined,  however,  in  the  walls  of  the  jail,  and  to 
have  no  intercourse  from  without.  Tou  will  al- 
low to  the  officers  the  means,  through  proper 
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dtanneh,  of  sendingf  out  to  procure  aaythiikg^  of 
a  proper  nature  for  their  use,  and  the  use  of  books, 
pen,  ink,  aod  paper,  &e.;  but  yon  will  permit  no 
person  to  see  or  converse  with  them  but  in  the 
presence  of  yourself  or  one  of  your  officers,  and 
will  allow  no  written  paper  or  letters  to  pass  to 
<nr  from  them,  unless  first  inspected;  and  you 
will  take  particular  care  that  nothing  is  introduced 
by  them,  or  conveyed  to  them,  that  may  facilitate 
escape* 

You  will,  having  thus  taken  every  possible 
means  to  prevent  escape,  do  all  that  may  depend 
on  you  to  make  the  situation  of  these  unfortunate 
officers  as  comfortable  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
will  admit,  and  treat  them  with  as  much  tender- 
ness and  humanity  as  possible ;  and  you  are  re* 
2 nested  to  explain  to  tnem  the  cause  of  their  con- 
nement,  to  inform  them  that  the  Government 
has  reluctantly  taken  such  steps,  forced  on  it  by 
tike  conduct  of  the  enemy  in  regard  to  our  officers 
held  by  them. 

OrricB  Comm'rt  Gbm'l  of  Prisoners, 
Washinqton,  Feb,  28, 1814. 

Sim :  When  I  returned  you,  on  the  26th  of  Jan- 
uary, a  list  of  British  officers  confined  in  Kentucky, 
because  of  the  attempt  to  escape  made  by  several 
of  those  who  had  been  confined  in  Massachusetts, 
I  was  not  able  to  ascertain^  by  any  report  I  then 
had,  with  sufficient  precision,  the  number  and 
names  of  those  held  there.  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  enclose  you  a  return  of  thirty-nine  British  of- 
ficers, originally  confined  in  retaliation,  in  part, 
for  the  forty-six  American  officers  and  non-com- 
missioned offioers  invprisoned  in  October  last  at 
ftnebec ;  of  these,  four  have  effected  their  escape^ 
as  shown  at  foot,  and  four  other  British  offioers 
have  been  ordered  into  confinement  to  replace 
them;  of  the  remaining  thirty-five,  twenty-four 
were  confined  in  Kentucky,  and  eleven  in  Massa- 
chusetts, as  pointed  out  in  the  list.  You  will  be 
pleased  to  remark,  that  this  list  includes  the  one 
sent  you  on  the  26th  January,  and  contains,  so 
far  as  that  went,  the  same  names. 

At  the  time  oi  the  act  of  jmvlx  Qovernment  at 
doebec  which  produced  this  step  of  retaliation 
on  our  part,  twenty-odd  British  omcers  had  been, 
as  I  have  before  informed  you,  advanced  to  Bur- 
lington, towards  the  completion,  on  our  part,  of 
the  engagement  entered  into  with  you  last  Fall. 
Desirous,  under  these  circumstances,  when  it  was 
made  known  that  some  of  our  officers  remained 
uninterfered  with  at  Quebec,  by  the  rigid  mea- 
aures  adopted  by  Sir  Qeorge  Prevosc,  that  some 
of  our  prisoner  soldiers  also  were  yet  there,  o?er 
and  above  those  shipped  off  to  England  or  to 
Halifax,  to  leave  the  British  officers  so  advanced 
OB  parole,  (and  in  what  was  thought  would  be 
the  most  acceptable  situation,)  to  be  offer^  in 
exchange  against  the  American  officers  then  on 
parole  at  duebec,  it  was  determined,  although 
the  number  designated  at  that  time,  in  retaliation 
for  the  forty-six  American  officers  confined  at  Qiue- 
bec,  was  short  of  the  numbers  required  here,  and 
that  the  British  ofl&cers  sent  to  Burlington  pre- 


sented themselves  as  the  most  proper  peraoas  fium 
whom  to  make  the  selection  or  the  number  yet  re- 
quisite, in  the  spirit  of  conciliation^  to  save  them 
untouched  bv  the  retaliatory  system,  until  they 
should  have  been  so  offered  in  exchange.  This 
having  been  done,  with  a  full  ezpfauiation  te  Sir 
George  Prevost,  and  rejected  by  him,  and  it  having 
been  ascertained  that  iJoth  at  Ciuebac  aad  HWftx, 
a  second  series  of  American  oflkers  had  been  eon- 
fined,  amounting  in  number  to  at  least  forty-six, 
orders  have  been  given  in  Massacbuaacts,  Pean* 
sylvan ia,  and  Ohio,  to  confine  an  additional  nua- 
her  of  British  officers^  including  those  who  had 
been  sent  to  Burlington,  in  order  to  complete 

(with  the  deficit  in  tne  list  now  sent,  against  the 
brty-six  arrested  by  your  officers)  the  whole  num- 
ber of  ninety-two,  m  the  hope  the  authorities  of 
your  Government  did  not  persist  in  holding  ia 
confinement  with  those  first  arresled  to  a  greafer 
amount. 

On  this  subject  I  want  infoimation,  and  will 
thank  you  to  inform  me  partiemlaily  what  lu» 
been  the  course  taken  by  your  offieen  at  ^u^ea 
and  Halifax.  I  am  advised  by  Coianel  Ghardncr 
at  Quebec,  that,  in  the  second  step  taken  theie 
in  relation  to  our  officers,  ten  were  eonfined  at 
Cluebec.  I  am  without  any  precise  information 
whereby  to  be  governed  at  this  timew 

By  the  letter  from  your  agent  for  prisoneni  of 
the  aOth  December,  which  you  sent  me,  I  and 
that  all  the  American  officers,  military,  naval, 
and  of  private  maritime  service,  to  the  number 
of  seventy- two,  had  been  confined,  and  that  it 
was  intended  to  go  on  to  arfest,  to  make  up  the 
number  of  ninety-two ;  that  aAerwavda,  so  many 
of  these  as  came  over  in  the  Analoatan,  and  Lien- 
tenant  Budd,  were  released*  In  another  part  of 
the  same  letterit  is  stated  that  forty-one  Amer- 
ican offioers  remained  confined  on  board  the  ship 
Malabar.  Mr.  Bftitchell,our  agent  at  Halifax  was 
so  ill  at  his  house  in  the  country,  where  he  had 
been  confined  for  a  coasiderable  tisie,  that  in  his 
short  letters  of  the  last  of  January,  by  the  BosCod 
cartel,  he  merely  refers  to  a  general  list  sent  him 
by  Mr.  Miller,  of  the  prisoners  at  Halifax,  by 
which  f  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  whether  there 
were  thirty-one  or  forty-seven  American  offiean 
at  that  time  in  confinement  at  Halifiix. 

So  soon  as  the  returnsL  under  the  last  orders 
for  confinement  of  British  officers  in  retaliatioa, 
for  those  \oxkf  ago  confined  at  QLuebee  and  Hali- 
fax, are  received,  they  shall  be  eommiaicased  to 
you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  J.  MASON. 

Col.  Thomas  Barclat,  dbc. 


BLAnSMSBURO,  MoTck  10, 1814. 
Sir  :  Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  38th  of  last  month,  I  onaoae  you 
a  oopy  of  Lieutenant  Miller's  letter  to  ■»  on  the 
subject  of  Amerioaa  officers  in  close  confinancnt 
at  Halifax,  with  a  list  of  their  namoo  acventtcn 
military  and  fourteen  maritime  officers.  These 
I  believe  to  be  the  whole  in  close  oonfinenent  a 
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ththfkx.  Also,  ft  list  of  twooty  offieors  and 
twenty-six  non-commissioned  officers,  American 
nriaoners,  confined  at  Q,«ebec.  This  is  the  only 
liatoCofficen  oonftoed  atdoebee  in  my  possession. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 
Cteneral  Mason,  ^. 

D. 

H.  M.  Ship  Poictiers,  May  8, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  am  sorry  I  am  ander  the  necessity  of 
detaining  John  Steyena  and  John  King,  late  of 
the  Vixen,  in  consequence  of  their  being  British 
subjects.  I  am,  sir,  dbc. 

J.  P.  BERBSFORD. 

To  Lienteoant  Drayton. 


Navy  Department.  May  17, 1813. 

Sir  :  Tou  are  authorized  ana  instructed  to  ad- 
dress a  letter  to  Admiral  Sir  John  Borlase  War- 
ren,  representing  the  following  facts  and  determi- 
nation, viz :  that  a  oart  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  late  United  States'  brig  Vixen  were  return- 
ing from  Jamaica  on  parole  as  prisoners  of  war, 
and  entering  the  Delaware,  when  Commodore 
Beresford  caused  them  to  be  Drought  on  board  the 
Poictiers,  and  detained  until  a  part  of  the  crew  of 
that  ship,  whom  he  demanded  in  exchange,  were 
sent  down  from  Philadelphia ;  that  ultimately  he 
detained  John  Stevens,  carpenter,  and  Thomas 
King,  seaman,  two  of  th6  aforesaid  crew  of  the 
Vixen,  on  the  plea  of  their  being  British  subjects 
as  appears  by  a  letter  from  Commodore  Beresford 
to  Lieutenant  Draytoo,  late  first  of  the  said  brig 
Vixen ;  and  that  you  are  commanded  explicitly 
to  declare  that,  in  retaliation  for  the  violent  and 
unjust  detention  of  the  said  John  Stevens  and 
Tnomaa  King,  the  Qovemsieat  of  the  United 
States  will  immediately  cause  four  British  sub- 
jects to  be  selected  and  held  in  duress,  subject  to 
the  same  treatment,  in  all  respects,  that  the  said 
John  Stevens  and  Thomas  King  may  receive  do- 
I'mg  their  detention* 

On  the  receipt  of  the  AdmiralV  answer,  vou 
will  communicate  the  same  to  me  without  delay. 
I  am,  respectfully,  ^. 

W.  JONES. 

Cbarlbs  Stewart,  Esg., 
Qmmanding  naval  offiar^  Norfolk  Va, 

U.  8.  FRIGATE  Constellation, 
OFF  Norfolk,  May  20, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  to  your 
Bxcellency  that  a  part  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  late  United  States'  brig  Vixen,  returning 
from  Jamaica  on  parole  as  prisoners  of  war,  were, 
on  entering  the  Delaware,  taken  out  of  the  fiAg 
of  truce  by  Commodore  Beresford.  commanding 
on  that  sution.  and  detained  until  a  part  of  the 
crew  of  the  Poictiers.  then  prisoners  at  Philadel- 
phia, were  demanded  by  him  and  sent  down  in 
exchange ;  that  ultimately  he  detained  on  board 
the  Poictiers  John  Stevens,  carpenter,  and  Thomas 
King,  seaman,  late  of  the  United  States'  brig 
Vixen,  on  plea  of  their  being  subjects  of  His  Brit- 
anaie  Majesty. 


This  violation  of  the  rights  of  prisonera  on  pa- 
role is  so  contrary  to  the  usage  of  civilized  nations^ 
that  I  trust  your  Excellency  will  give  such  in- 
structions upon  that  head  as  will  prevent  a  simi- 
lar violation  in  future. 

I  have  it  in  command  from  my  Government  to 
state  to  your  Excellency,  that,  in  retaliation  for 
so  violent  and  unjust  a  |)rocedure  on  the  part  of 
Commodore  Beresford,  in  detaining  the  above 
Mr.  John  Stevens  and  Thomas  King,  four  sub* 
jeets  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  will  be  immedi- 
ately selected  and  held  in  durance,  subject  to  the 
same  treatment,  in  all  respects,  which  may  be 
shown  towards  the  aforesaid  twopersons  during 
their  detention.  I  hope  your  Excellency  wiO 
give  this  subject  your  earliest  attention,  and  direct 
the  release  of  Mr.  Stevens  and  Thomas  King, 
who  have  been  so  improperly  detained  on  boara 
the  Poictiers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

CHARLES  STEWART, 
Cknnmandingeficerofthe  U.  S, 
naval Jbrcet  at  Norfolk. 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  John  Warrbn, 

Admirtd  of  the  Blue,  ^c. 


H.  B.  M.  Sbip  Marlborouob, 
In  Ltnnhavrn  Bat,  May  21, 1813. 

Sir  :  In  the  absence  of  Sir  John  Warren,  I  have 
the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter under  date  of  the  20th  current,  complaining 
of  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Beresford  towards 
some  American  prisoners  of  war  returning  to 
Philadelphia  on  parole,  and  of  bis  having  detained 
on  board  the  Poictiers  Mr.  John  Stevens  and 
Thomas  King. 

No  report  of  these  circumstances  has  yet 
reached  Sir  John  Warren  or  myseir  from  Com- 
modore Beresford.  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  as- 
suring you,  sir,  tnat  every  inquiry  would  have 
been  made  into  them,  and  every  satisfaction  and 
explanation  thereon,  which  the  case  might  have 
required,  would  have  been  offered  to  your  Govern- 
ment and  myself,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  threat  with  which  your  represent- 
tatioo  on  this  subject  is  accompanied ;  the  tenor  of 
which  being  likely  to  produce  an  entire  change  in 
the  aspect  of  our  communications,  and  particularly 
ia  what  relates  to  individuals  whom  the  fate  of 
war  has  placed  within  the  powef  of  our  respective 
nations,  it  totally  precludes  the  possibility  of  my 
now  entering  further  into  the  subject  than  to  as- 
sore  you  your  letter  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 
right  honorable  the  Commander-in-chief  by  the 
earliest  opportunity ;  and  whenever  his  answer 
arrives,  it  shall  be  forwarded  to  you  without 
delay.    I  have  the  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 

G.  COCKBURN. 

Captain  Stewart,  ^c. 

Offior  Comm'ry  Grm'l  of  Prisonrrs, 
WABBmoTON  May  28, 1814, 

Sir:  The  President  bM  ordered  that  four  Biit- 
iah  aubjeots  be  designated  as  hostages  for  the 
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safety  of  John  Stereos,  carpenter,  ao4  Thomas 
King,  seaman,  late  of  the  United  States'  brig 
Vixen,  prisoners  of  war,  and  returning  on  parole 
from  Jamaica,  violently  detained,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  thi9  month,  when  entering  the  Delaware, 
by  Commodore  Beresford,  on  the  plea  of  their 
being  British  subjects. 

Yon  will,  immediately  on  reception  of  this  let- 
ter, select,  by  lot,  from  among  the  British  priso- 
ners of  war  in  yoor  custody,  and  belonging  to 
King's  ships,  (taking  special  care  to  avoid  the 
ten  men  of  the  Querriere's  crew  lately  released 
by  you,)  four  men,  two  carpenters,  or  of  the  rank 
of  carpenter  as  near  as  may  be,  and  two  seamen ; 
place  them  in  duress,  and  hold  them  in  close  con- 
finement, subject,  by  future  orders,  to  the  same 
treatment,  in  all  respects,  that  the  said  John 
Stevens  and  Thomas  King  may  receive  during 
their  detention. 

So  soon  as  you  hav^  made  the  selection,  ^ou 
are  required,  by  an  early  communication,  to  give 
me  the  names  and  description  of  the  hostages, 
and  of  their  place  of  confinement. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Ae. 

J.  MASON. 

Jambs  PRiircfi,  Esq., 

Marthal  (f  MaasaduuetU, 


Officd  Comm'rt  Qbn'l  of  Pbisoners, 
Wasbington  June,  10, 1813. 

SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Captain  Stewart,  commanding  the 
United  States'  naval  forces  at  Norfolk,  dated  the 
20th  of  May,  to  Admiral  Warren,  and  that  of  a 
letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Cockburn,  dated  21st 
of  May,  in  replv,  relative  to  a  most  unjustifiable 
act  of  Commodore  Beresford,  as  to  part  of  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  late  United  States'  brig 
Vixen,  at  the  month  of  the  Delaware.  Leaving 
the  general  question  of  the  interference  of  Com- 
modore Beresford  with  these  prisoners  of  war 
returning  on  parole,  and  the  exaction  made  by 
him  in  consequence  of  the  irregular  power  thus 
assumed,  on  the  ground  on  which  Captain  Stew- 
art has  very  properly  placed  it,  I  will  remark 
that  Captain  Stewart  was  certainly  misappre- 
hended b]^  Admiral  Cockburn,  in  attributiog  to 
him  the  intention  of  conveying  a  threat  as  to 
the  final  detention  of  two  of  the  American  pris- 
oners. On  the  contrary,  the  expression  used  by 
Captain  Stewart  communicates,  in  very  plain 
terms^  the  decision  of  this  Government,  then  al- 
ready made,  that  four  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
subjects  should  be  immediately  selected  and  held 
in  durance,  subject  to  the  same  treatment,  in  all 
respects,  dS^.  And  I  have  now  to  inform  you, 
sir,  that,  in  virtue  of  this  decision,  and  by  an  or- 
der from  this  office,  the  Marshal  of  Massachusetts 
has  designated,  and  placed  in  close  confinement, 
William  Kttto,  carpenter,  and  Henry  Beddinff- 
field,  boatswain,  of  the  late  British  packet  Swal- 
low, and  John  Squirrell  and  James  Russell,  sea- 
men, of  the  Dragon  74,  subjects  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty,  to  be  neld  responsible  for  the  safety  of 
John  Stevens,  carpenter,  and  Thomas  King,  sea* 


man,  part  of  the  crew  of  the  late  United  Siafai* 
brig  vixen. 

Iflatter  myself,  sir,  that  this  sabject  will  eon- 
mandyour  early  attention,  and  that  yoa  will  cause 
the  omcer  and  seaman  of  the  Vixen  to  be  imme- 
diately released  and  returned  to  this  ecMintrj, 
according  to  their  destination  when  taken  from 
the  cartel.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

J.  MASON. 

Colonel  Thomas  Babclat,  dbc. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Piiaonen,  dated 

JuNB  15, 1813. 

The  subject  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  (the  de* 
tention  of  King  and  Stevens  by  Commodore 
Beresford)  is  a  matter  not  committed  to  me  hj 
my  Government.  It  is  of  the  first  consequence, 
and  on  which  the  two  nations  have  lone  enter- 
tained very  different  opinions.  Although  in  or- 
dinary cases  of  American  prisoners  of  war  arrlT- 
ing  from  British  ports  to  these  States,  wheieia 
either  the  whole  or  a  part  of  them  may  have 
been  detained  by  the  commander  of  one  of  His 
Majesty's  ships  of  war.  it  would  be  my  daty  to 
request  information  why  the  prisoners  were  de- 
tained, still,  in  the  present  instance,  as  yoor  letter 
to  me,  and  Captain  Stewart's  letter  to  his  Ex- 
cellency Sir  John  Borlase  Warren,  whereof  jou 
have  sent  me  a  copy,  develop  the  cause  of  deten- 
tion, I  cannot  ioterfere  witoout  going  into  the 
merits ;  in  doing  which  either  Admiral  Sir  John 
B.  Warren  or  Commodore  Beresford  might  with 
propriety  question  my  authority. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Gommisniy  Genenl  ef 
F^nsoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

Adjust  25, 1813. 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  yesterday 
directed  the  Marshal  of  Massachusetts  to  restore 
to  the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners  John  Squirrell 
and  James  Russell,  seamen,  late  of  the  British  74 
ffun  ship  Dragon,  held,  as  I  informed  yoa  in  my 
letter  oi  the  18th  of  June,  to  answer  for  the  safety 
and  proper  treatment  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
of  Thomas  King,  seaman,  of  the  United  States' 
late  briff  Vixen.  King  having  lately  made  his 
esca[)e  from  confinement  in  Bermuda,  and,  at  the 
imminent  risk  of  his  life,  arrived  alone  in  an  open 
boat  on  our  coast,  and  reported  himself  to  his  offi- 
cers, although  he  was  not  released,  it  has  been  de- 
termined, for  the  sake  of  humanity,  not^o  regard 
the  manner  in  which  he  has  been  restored  to  his 
country,  and  to  relieve  at  once  from  anxiety  and 
rigid  confinement  the  two  British  seamen  so  held 
on  his  account. 

Navy  Yabd,  Cbarlb8Towr, 

Jwm  3, 1813L 
SiB :  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  yoa  a  de- 
position respecting  the  inhuman  treatment  which 
Mr.  Nichols,  late  commander  of  the  private  armed 
ship  Decatur,  belonginff  to  Newburyporc,  has  re- 
ceived from  the  British  Qovemment  at  Barba- 
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doev.  I  faftT6  been  credibljr  informed  thtt  Cap- 
taio  Nichols  is  a  very  respectable  and  correct  man ; 
tfaerefore,  a  fair  presamption  that  he  has  not  com- 
mitted himself  in  such  a  manner  as  onght  to  de- 
prive him  of  the  established  rights  of  a  prisoner 
of  war.  Any  measure  which  the  Government  of 
oar  country  may  see  proper  to  adopt  in  conse- 
quence of  this  determination.  I  shall  readily  at- 
tend to.    I  hare  the  honor  to  be.  dtc. 

WM.  BAINBRIDQE. 
Hon.  William  JorbBj  Set^ry  Navy. 

Wames  Foot,  of  Newboryport,  in  the  eoanty 
of  Bssex  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
mariner,  testify  and  depose  that  I  was  a  prize- 
master  on  board  the  private  armed  brigantine 
Decatur,  of  Newburyport,  in  her  late  cruise.  Wil- 
liam Nichols,  commander }  that,  on  the  18th  day 
of  January  now  last  past,  the  said  briffantine  was 
captured  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's  frigate  Sur- 
pfri:je,  commanded  by  Captain  Cochrane,  and  car- 
ried into  Barbadoes.  After  our  arrival  in  Bar- 
badoes.  Captain  Nichols,  with  the  other  officers 
of  the  Decatur,  were  paroled.  About  two  months 
after  our  arrival.  His  Britannic  Majesty's  frigate 
Vesta  arrived  in  Barbadoes,  and,  through  the  in* 
floenee  of  the  commander  of  the  Vesta,  Captain 
Nichols,  without  any  known  or  pretended  cause, 
was  arrested  and  held  in  close  confinement,  with- 
out liberty  to  speak  to  any  of  his  officers,  or  any 
other  American.  The  place  where  .Captain 
Nichols  was  confined  was  about  four  feet  in 
width,  and  seven  fbet  in  length,  on  board  a  prison 
^p,  where  he  remained  for  thirty-four  days,  as 
nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  and  was  then  taken  on 
board  His  Majesty's  ship  Tribune,  and  carried  to 
England.  What  the  cause  of  the  unwarrantable 
and  unjustifiable  conduct  of  the  enemy  towards 
Captain  Nichols  was,  I  am  unable  to  state.  There 
were  several  reports  in  circulation ;  one  was,  that 
he  was  to  be  carried  to  England  and  held  a  pris- 
oner until  the  release  of  certain  men  in  France 
from  whom  Captain  Nichols  recaptured  his  ves- 
sel, which  had  been  taken  by  the  British  before 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war  between 
the  two  countries.  Another  report  was,  that  he 
was  to  be  held  until  the  close  of  the  war.  on  ac- 
count of  his  having  been  active  against  tne  ene- 
my since  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  and 
having  been  fortunate  in  a  former  cruise. 

JAMES  FOOT. 

commonwbaltb  of  maesacrusetts, 
Essex,  m  .* 
On  this  thirtv-first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
teen, personally  appeared  James  Foot,  the  sub- 
scriber to  the  foregoing  deposition,  and  made 
solemn  oath  that  tlie  same  is  true. 

JACOB  OBRRISH,  /.  P. 


vate  armed  ships,  or  of  merchantmen,  British 
subjects,  and  prisoners  of  war,  the  first  in  prefer- 
ence, if  you  or  the  Marshal  of  Maine  have  such 
in  your  charge,  to  place  them  in  close  confine- 
ment, and  to  hold  them  for  further  orders  from 
this  office,  to  answer  for  the  safety  and  proper 
treatment  of  Captain  William  Nichols,  late  mas- 
ter of  the  private  armed  brigantine  Decatur,  of 
Newburyport,  who  was,  when  a  prisoner,  paroled 
at  Barbadoes  last  Spring,  unjustifiably  and  in- 
humanly confined  on  board  a  prison-ship  at  that 
£lace  for  more  than  a  month,  and  then  sent  to 
Ingland,  in  similar  confinement,  aboard  one  of 
the  enemy's  armed  ships. 

I  shall  write  to  the  Marshal  of  Maine,  and  re- 
quest him,  if  necessary,  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
you  on  the  subject. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  this  letter 
to  Commodore  Bainbridge^  who  has  been  good 
enouffh  to  interest  himself  m  this  matter  of  na- 
tional feeling  and  justice,  and  to  concert  with 
him  the  proper  measures ;  and,  so  soon  as  the 
order  is  executed,  to  give  me  the  names,  descrip- 
tion, and  places  of  confinement  of  the  two  per- 
sons designated.  If  there  be  more  than  two  of 
the  nroper  character  from  whom  to  designate, 
the  designation  should  be  made  by  lot. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

J.  MASON. 
James  Pbince,  Esq., 

ManhaX  tf  MasaachuBeUs. 


OfFIOB  CoMM'RT  Qsr'l  of  pRiaONBRS, 

Wasbihqtom,  ^fic  21, 1813. 

Sir  :  Immediately  on  reception  of  this  letter, 
yoo  are  requested  and  instructed,  by  command 
of  the  president,  to  designate  two  masters  of  pri- 


Bztract  of  a  letter  fiom  Colonel  Thomas  Barelmj  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

Jolt  3, 1813. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  at  all 
times  consider  it  my  duty  to  give  you  the  earliest 
information  in  my  power  of  the  detention  or  con- 
finement of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  United 
States'  Army  and  Navy,  private  armed  vessels 
or  merchantmen,  with  the  reasons,  as  far  as  comes 
to  my  knowledge.  I  hope  to  receive  the  same 
treatment  from  you  in  similar  eases. 

The  New  York  Gazette  of  this  day  states,  un- 
der the  Portland  head,  that  Joseph  Barss,  captain 
of  the  late  British  privateer  schooner  Liverpool 
Packet,  had  been  ordered  into  close  confinement 
in  Portland,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  by  order  of  your 
(Government,  and  it  is  said  as  retaliatory  for  the 
treatment  by  the  British  of  Captain  Nichols,  of 
the  Decatur,  of  Newburyport. 

I  request  you  will  communicate  to  me  such 
facts  as  you  can  reveal  consistent  with  your  duty 
on  this  subject. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay. 

July  8,  1813. 
On  the  Slst  of  June  I  gave  directions  to  the 
Marshal  of  Massachusetts  to  execute  a  retaliatory 
order  from  this  Government,  (which,  I  presume, 
is  the  one  to  which  yon  allude  In  your  letter  of 
the  3d  instant^)  with  intention,  as  soon  as  his  re^ 
turn  was  received,  to  give  you  information  there- 
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of,  as  was  done  on  a  late  occasion  of  a  similar 
kind.  That  retarn  has  not  yet  been  received;  so 
soon  as  it  is,  you  may  be  assured  that  you  shall 
bear  from  me  on  the  subject. 

Extracl  of  a  lettw  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to  the 
Comndssaiy  General  of  Prisoners. 

July  27,  1813. 

On  the  3d  instant  I  informed  you  the  New 
Tork  Gazette  stated  that  Captain  Joseph  Barss, 
of  the  Liverpool  Packet  privateer,  a  British  pris- 
oner of  war,  on  parole  in  Massachusetts^  had  been, 
by  order  of  this  Goyeromeat,  put  in  prison,  retal- 
iatory for  treatment  which  Captain  Nichols,  of 
the  American  privateer  Decatur,  received  in  some 
part  of  His  Majesty's  dominions;  and  as  I  was 
totally  ignorant  of  the  oaase,  either  of  Captain 
Nichols's  confinement  or  of  Captain  Barss's  im- 
prisonment, save  what  the  Gazette  expressed,  I 
requested  you  to  communicate  to  me  such  facts 
as  were  consistent  with  your  duty  to  reveal. 

On  the  8th  of  this  month  I  received  your  an- 
swer, in  the  words  following :  "  On  the  31st  of 
June  I  gave  directions  to  the  Marshal  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  execute  a  retaliatory  order  from  this 
Government,  (which,  I  presume^  is  the  one  to 
which  you  allude  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,) 
with  intention^  as  soon  as  his  return  was  received, 
to  give  you  information  thereof.  That  retarn 
has  not  yet  been  received ;  as  soon  as  it  is,  you 
may  be  assured  that  you  shall  hear  from  me  on 
the  subject." 

I  have  not  since  beard  further  from  you  on  this 
subjaet.  On  inqoiry,  I  leara  tbe  following  par- 
ticulars respeotine  Captain  Nichols :  Previous  to 
the  present  war  oetween  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  Captain  Nichols  commanded  the 
American  brig  Alert,  and,  on  bis  voyage  to 
France,  was  detained  by  a  British  ship  of  war, 
and  an  officer  and  men  put  on  board  the  Alert, 
with  orders  to  carry  her  into  a  British  port  for 
adjudication ;  that,  soon  after,  Captain  iNfichols 
and  the  men  of  the  Alert  rose  on  the  British  offi- 
cer and  seamen,  regained  the  command  of  the 
Alert,  and  compelled  the  officer  and  Briti^  sea- 
men to  go  into  a  small  boat  of  the  Alert,  and 
turned  them  adrift  at  sea.  Captain  Nichols  then 
pursued  his  voyage  to  France ;  before  he  made 
the  land,  he  was,  however,  again  met  by  the  same 
British  ship  of  war,  and  notbeing  able  or  willing 
to  give  a  correct  account  of  the  officer  and  men 
originally  put  on  board  his  brig,  he  was  sent  to 
England  as  a  prisoner  for  trial,  under  the  suspi- 
cion of  his  having  murdered,  or  otherwise  made 
away  with  them ;  previous  to  his  trial  he  effected 
his  escape.  A  proclamation  was  issued  for  his 
being  appvehended  and  lodged  in  vBtf  of  His  Ma- 
jesty^s  jaiis.  Captain  Nichols,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  war,  was  commander  of  the 
Decatur,  American  privateer,  captured  and  sent 
into  Barbadoes,  where  he  was  paroled.  His  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Vesta,  bj  which  tne  Alert  brig  had 
been  originally  detained,  arrived  at  Barbadoes 
some  time  in  January  last;  the  commander  of 
which  immediately  recognised  Captain  Nichols, 


had  him  arrested,  and  seat  to  England,  in  the 
Tribune  frigate,  for  trial.  A  partial  aceouat,  I 
understand,  has  been  published  in  tbe  Newbary- 
port  newspiiper,  in  June  last,  of  Captain  NiekobPs 
arrest  and  imprisonment  at  Barbaaoea,  and  being 
sent  to  England. 

I  have  to  request  you  will  acquaint  me  whether 
the  statement  I  have  given  you  is  oorrect;  if  boI, 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  me  with  the 
facta  Tou  are  possessed  of.  More  than  a  aofficieot 
period  has  elapsed  for  the  Marshal  of  Maswchn- 
setts  to  send  you  his  return ;  if  I  suffer  Captain 
Barss  (and  Captain  Woodworth^  who  I  abo 
learn,  is  confined  on  the  same  principle)  to  re- 
main in  jail,  without  attonptiog  their  release,  I 
shall,  with  jostice,  stand  charged  with  negleet 
of  duty. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Tlwaua  Barclay  (o 
the  Comnussaiy  General  of  PziaoDen. 

Haelem,  Augiut  7,  ISia. 

On  the  27th  day  of  July,  niaeteea  days  aft«K 
the  date  of  your  letter  to  me,  not  having  received 
the  promised  information^  I  again  addresaed  yon 
on  the  subject  of  Captain  Bikna  and  a  Captain 
Woodworth,  who,  in  the  interval  aboTementioa- 
ed,  I  discovered  was  alao  a  close  prisoaer  ior  the 
same  canse ;  and,  at  the  earn*  time,  gave  yoa  the 
merits  of  Captain  Nichols's  caae,  his  arrest,  and 
being  seQt  to  England  for  trial.  The  detail,  I  ia> 
formed  you,  was  the  best  I  had  been  able  lo  ol>- 
tain,  and  requested  you  to  acquaint  me  whether 
it  was  correct ;  if  not,  that  yon  woold  be  pleated 
to  poesess  me  with  the  facts  in  yonr  posaession. 
I  have  waited  some  time  in  the  hope  of  reoeiviag 
jtour  aaawer.  From  your  silence  I  am  uoder  the 
necessity  of  taking  up  the  statement  I  traasmitted 
to  you  as  correct.  If  it  is  not,  I  feel  it  my  daty 
to  say  you  should  long  since  have  given  me  a 
true  caae.  If,  therefore,  the  enbseqiieBt  remarks 
are  founded  on  false  premises,  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  attribute  them  to  yoat  silence  and 
delay. 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following^  renarka. 
which,  as  thev  are  founded  on  general  principleaj 
I  flatter  myeelf  will  meet  your  and  the  Piesidean 
concurrence : 

Prisoners  of  war,  gailtv  of  crimes,  are  objcets 
for  trial  and  punialunent  by  the  nation  to  which 
they  are  prisoners ;  and  the  nation  to  which  such 
prisoners  belong  has  no  right  to  object  to  the  triai 
or  punishments,  provided  they  are  agreeable  to 
the  laws  of  the  land  in  which  sach  prisoner  May 

^or  consonant  to  the  laws  of  nations. 
Vhen  the  citizen  or  subject  of  one  nation  is  a 
prisoner^  if  the  nation  to  which  he  is  a  prtaoaer 
treats  him  with  unaccustomed  severity,  or  in  any 
other  Planner  sappo^ed  to  be  illegal,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  whom  he  belongs  to  ascer- 
tain the  facts,  require  an  explanation,  and,  when 
possessed  of  all  the  cironmstances,  to  acqoieaee  in 
the  treatment^  or  remonstrate  against  it;  and 
eventually,  if  justice  is  not  done,  or  aatisfaetJea 
made,  to  retaliate.  One  nation  baa  not  the  right 
o  retaliate  on  the  subjects  of  another,  without 
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first  deviandiiig  the  tbove  explioation.  War.  of 
itself,  even  under  tlie  preeent  control  of  civiliza- 
tion, is  soffieieotly  barbarous,  without  going  this 
last  step,  which  I  hare  reason  to  fear  is  the  in- 
tention of  this  GoYernment,  to  retaliate  on  Brit- 
ish prisoncn,  whatever  Americans  may  receive 
from  the  British  Government,  even  in  cases  where 
the  American  prisoners  have  been  guilty  of 
crimes.  It  appciirs.  from  the  statement  transmit- 
ted to  you,  that  Captain  Nichols,  prior  to  the  war, 
was  committed  to  jail  in  England  for  some  of- 
fence. Whether  he  was  innocent  or  guilty  is 
immateriai;  at  that  time  the  same  law  would 
have  been  measured  to  him  in  common  with  His 
Majesty's  Mibjeets,  and  he  was  bound  to  have 
submitted  thereto.  Captain  Nichols,  however, 
thought  proper,  to  avoid  a  trial,  and  made  his 
escape  from  prison.  The  British  Government  is- 
sued a  prdciamation  for  apprehending  him  $  he, 
however,  escaped,  and  returned  to  these  States. 

On  the  declaration  of  war  he  was  appointed 
commander  of  the  Decatur  privateer,  and,  in  Jan- 
vary  last,  was  captured  by  His  Majesty's  ship 
Surprise,  and  sent  to  Barbadoes,  where  be  was 

Siroled.  and  had  the  liberty  to  walk  the  streets, 
con  after  the  Testa  frigate  arrived  at  Barbadoes, 
The  commander  of  which  recognised  Captain  Ni- 
chois,  knew  the  crime  he  had  committed  before 
the  war,  #faen  Captain  of  the  Alert  merchant 
vessel,  his  escape,  and  the  proclamation  for  ap* 
preheuding  him.  He«  therefore,  had  him  arrest- 
ed, and  he  has  since  been  sent  to  England  for 
his  trial. 

Toa  will  at  once  perceive  that  Captain  Nichols 
was  not  arrested  or  sent  to  Bngland  for  any  act 
committed  by  him  since,  but  for  an  oience  prior 
to  the  war,  when  the  two  nations  were  at  amity, 
and  wtien  he  wue  as  amenable  to  the  laws  of 
Buffland  as  anv  of  His  Majesty's  subjects. 

His  acquittal  or  punishment  will  be  by  a  due 
course  or  law,  and  not  by  a  naval  or  military 
tribunal ;  and  I  trust  it  is  scarce  necessary  for  me 
to  add.  that  the  judgment  will  be  conformable  to 
law  and  justice.  Captain  Nichols  cannot  acquire 
any  rights  from  the  war^  or  in  consequence  of  be- 
ing a  prisoner^  which  wilt  protect  him  for  offences 
committed  prior  to  the  war. 

I  confidently  hope  the  preeedine  relation  and 
remurks  will  prove  satisfactory,  and  thataa  order 
may  be  tmmediateiy  forwarded  fur  the  release  of 
Captains  Barss  and  Woodworth.  I  pray  your 
early  answer. 

With  much  aiore  propriety  mijght  His  Majesty 
retaliate  for  the  detention  and  close  confinement 
of  (Mr.  Bowie,  in  Massachusetts,  who  is  accused 
of  atteoBpting  to  convey  letters  to  Halifax  during 
war,  than  this  Government  attempt  to  prevent, 
by  retaliatory  measures,  the  ordinary  enfeets  of 
British  courts  of  law  on  Captain  Nichols,  charged 
with  crivaes  committed  during  a  state  of  profound 
peace. 

i  trust  retaliatorv  measures  will  not  in  future 
be  used  by  this  (ioverument,  save  on  the  fair 
nrinetples  expressed  in  this  letter;  if  they  are,  the 
inevitable  consequence  will  be,  that  similar  meas- 
uies  must  be  adopted  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty. 


Bxtrset  of  a  letter  from  the  Commisssiy  Qenersl  of 
Prisoners  to  Oolonel  Thomas  Barclay. 

AnauBT  25y  1813. 

I  be^  leave  to  assure  you  that  it  was  not  my 
intention  to  delay  unnecessarily  the  replies  to 
your  inquiries,  relative  to  the  confinement  of 
Captain  Barss  and  Captain  Woodworth;  lam 
ready  to  confess  that  this  delajr  has  arisen  from 
an  accident  which  I  shall  explain,  and  which  re- 
tarded, longer  than  was  desirable,  my  communi- 
cation. 

I  should  have  more  regretted  this  circumstance, 
but  from  the  tenor  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  or 
June,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  10th,  on  a  similar 
subject,  in  which  you  consider  yourself  not  the  , 
proper  person  to  be  addressed  on  occasions  of  this 
nature ;  yet  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  retaliatory 
orders  do  not  originate  with  me ;  they  come  from 
higher  authority,  and  this  office  is  only  made  the 
medium  of  their  execution,  with  instructions,  in 
each  case,  to  give  to  you,  when  the  order  is  exe- 
cuted, ioformatiott  or  the  fact.  In  the  present 
case,  the  order  from  this  office,  as  I  informed  you 
in  mine  of  the  8th  of  Julv,  was  issued  on  the  21st 
of  June  to  the  Marshal  or  Massachusetts,  to  desig- 
nate taro  masters  of  private  armed  ships,  or  of 
merchantmen,  British  subjects,  and  prisoners  of 
war,  in  charge  of  himself,  or  of  either  of  the  Mar- 
shals of  New  Hampshire  or  Maine,  and  place 
them  in  close  confinement,  to  be  held  to  answer 
for  the  safety  and  proper  treatment  of  Cuptain 
William  Nichols,  late  master  of  the  private  armed 
brigantine  Decatur,  of  Newbui^port,  who,  while 
a  prisoner  of  war  on  parole  at  Barbadoes,  during 
last  Spring,  had  been  seized  and  inhumanly  con- 
fined in  a  small  hole  on  board  a  prieon-snip  at 
that  place,  and  barred  from  aU  communication 
for  more  than  a  month;  and  then  sent  to  England, 
in  close  confinement,  on  board  one  of  the  enemy's 
ships,  for  no  offence,  alleged  or  known^ther  than 
that  he  was  accusea,  by  some  of  the  British  offi- 
cers, of  having  recaptured  an  AuMrican  vessel 
under  his  command,  taken  from  him  by  a  British 
armed  vessel  before  the  war;  and  the  Marshal 
was  directed  to  make  return. 

It  appears  that  the  order  was  regularly  exe- 
cuted, and  the  two  Captains  (Barss  and  Wood- 
worth)  designated  and  confined.  The  Marshal 
of  Massachusetts,  although  an  excellent  and  ac- 
curate officer,  had  omitted  to  make  a  regular  re- 
turn ;  probably  the  omission  was  owing  to  the 
designation  having  been  made  without  his  own 
district.  I  waited  for  his  return  when  I  wrote 
you  ori  the  8th  of  this  month,  as  I  then  informed 
you;  for  certainly  it  was  my  intention  to  have 
communicated  the  facts  and  the  causes  as  I  have 
now  done,  without  any  inquiry,  on  your  part,  as  I 
had  done  in  the  case  of  the  four  men  confined  in 
retaliation  for  the  two  seized  by  Commodore 
Beresford,  and  notwithstanding  the  manner  in 
which  you  received  that  communication. 

In  reply  to  your  letters  of  the  27th  July,  and 
7th  of  August,  I  will  first  beg  leave  to  decline  the 
diseussion  on  which  you  are  pleased  to  enter,  as  to 
the  nature  and  rights  of  retaliation  in  time  of 


2139 


APPENDIX. 


2140 


Great  Briiam^NaHtraiizaHotL 


war;  and  will  only  remark  ihac,  on  this  point,  I 
have  DO  aathority  to  enter  on  that  subject  gene- 
rally with  you.  On  the  merits  o(  any  particular 
case,  where  prisoners  of  war  are  concerned,  I  am 
authorized,  and  consider  it  my  duty,  to  endeavor, 
by  explanation  and  a  statement  of  facts,  to  divert 
severity  on  either  side  as  much  as  possible.  It  is 
difficult  to  reconcile  the  following  passage  in 
your  letter  of  the  15th  June ;  **  It  does  not,  there- 
fore, appear  to  be  the  duties  of  my  office  to  in- 
terfere, where  it  is  suggested  the  officers  of  His 
Majesty's  navy  or  army  have  acted,  either  con- 
trary to  law  or  even  indiscreetly;  such  cases  are 
to  be  arranged  by  the  Commander-in-chief  of  His 
Majesty's  ships  of  war  on  the  American  station, 
or  by  the  General  commanding^  His  Majesty's 
forces  in  America,  or  by  His  Majesty's  Ministers 
in  London."  With  the  wide  field  you  have  taken 
in  your  letter  of  the  7th  of  August,  relative  to  the 
cases  of  Captains  Nichols,  Barss,  ud  Wood  worth, 
it  is  not  easy  to  suppose  that  your  Government 
should  expect  that  you  could  exercise  here  the 
full  power  of  requiring  explanation  from  the 
American  authorities,  without  offering  to  them 
the  means  of  similar  facility. 

Yon  have,  however,  fiven  what  you  suppose, 
as  you  say,  to  be  the  circumstances  of  Captain 
Nichols's  case.  As  you  rest  it  on  no  authority, 
you  must  permit  me  to  say,  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  act  in  any  way  on  your  present  statement. 
Without,  however,  implying  any  commitment  on 
the  part  of  this  Qovernment  as  to  its  future  course, 
I  will  only  remind  you  that  you  have  more  than 
once  been  mistaken  on  information  collected  from 
irregular  sources.  I  will  cite  the  cases  of  Mr. 
Oswald  Lawson,  ^..  as  evidences  of  the  caution 
with  which  you  ought  to  make  official  demands. 
All  authentic  information  which  you  may  be  able 
to  collect  respecting  the  case  of  Captain  Nichols, 
shall  be  received  with  pleasure,  and,  I  can  assure 
you,  will  command  the  immediate  attention  of 
the  proper  authorities.  In  the  meantime  it  is 
proper  to  state,  that  his  character  has  been  in- 
quired into,  and  is  considered  too  respectable  to 
be  reached  by  the  accusation  of  crimes  ^ou  are 
pleased,  on  rumor  only,  to  bring  against  htm. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated. 

August  29, 1813. 

I  am  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  25th 
instant,  on  the  subject  of  Captains  Baras  and 
Wood  worth,  British  prisoners  of  war,  now  in 
dose  confinement  in  these  States,  as  a  retaliatory 
measure  for  treatment  stated  to  have  been  re* 
ceived  hj  Captain  Nichols,  of  the  Decatur  priva- 
teer, while  a  prisoner,  and  his  having  since  been 
sent  to  England  as  a  prisoner. 

From  the  tenor  of  your  letter,  it  is  evident  jon 
suppose  my  letters  to  you  on  the  above  subject 
are  in  opposition  to  my  letter  of  the  I5th  of  June, 
in  answer  to  yours  of  the  10th  of  that  month,  re- 
specting two  men  of  the  Vixen,  taken  out  of  a  car- 
tel vessel  in  the  Delaware,  by  Commodore  Beres- 
ford.    I  am  unable  to  discover  any  contradiction 


in  them.  In  yenr  letter  of  the  lOtk  Joac^  after 
stating  the  facts,  you  request  me  to  ^  cause  the 
officer  and  seaman  of  the  Vixen  to  be  immedt"* 
ately  released  and  returned  to  this  coantry."  In 
answer,  I  informed  you  this  was  not  in  my  power; 
that  "  the  duties  of  my  office  were  confined  to  the 
relief  of  British  subjects  detained  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  for  carrying  on  exchan- 
ges ;"  and  I  added,  that  which  you  notice  in  your 
letter  of  the  25ih  iostant,  '*  it  does  not,  thmfore, 
appertain  to  the  duties  of  mv  c^ce,"  dbe.;  thb 
was  a  natural  and  correct  conclusiott,  after  stating 
the  nature  and  extent  of  my  appointment.  The 
case  in  which  you  called  on  me  to  interfere  was 
of  the  first  importance ;  it  embraced  the  causes  on 
which  the  United  States  have  founded  the 


sitv  of  goiof  to  war  with  Great  Britain ;  it  in 
volved  the  right  exercised  by  Great  Britain  ovei 


her  subjects ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  right 
the  United  States  claim  with  respect  to  Britiah 
born  subjects,  made  citizens  in  these  States.  I 
therefore  told  you  it  was  bevond  the  limita  of  my 


London ;  and  I  acquainted  you  I  should  transmit 
to  his  Excellency  Sir  John  B.  Warren,  and  to  ny 
Government,  copies  of  your  commnnication  oa 
this  subject,  which  was  done.  I  cannot  perceive 
in  what  manner  this  acknowledged  want  of  power 
in  me  can  lead  you  to  imagine  it  deprives  me  of 
the  right  of  respectfully  inquiring  of  this  Govern- 
ment the  reasons  which  have  induced  it  to  de- 
prive of  the  benefit  of  parole,  and  treat  with  in- 
creased severity,  two  British  prisoners  of  war,  not 
charged  with  having  committed  a  crime  or  an 
offence.  The  words  of  mv  commission  particu- 
larly embrace  the  case  or  Captains  Barss  and 
Woodworth,  who  are  detained  m  these  States. 

I  proceed  to  the  second  part  of  your  letter— the 
reasons  assigned  by  you  for  not  having  retnmed 
me  an  answer  to  my  letters  on  this  sobject.  This, 
you  observe,  was  occasioned  by  the  manlial%  act 
having  transmitted  you  a  regular  return.  The 
return  of  the  marshal  was  wholly  irrelevant  to 
the  request  contained  in  my  letters  of  the  3d  and 
27th  July.  I  made  no  inquiry  respecting  ike 
conduct  oi  the  marshal  in  executing  the  oraer  <k 
the  Government  on  Captains  Barss  and  Wood* 
worth.  I  was  possessed  of  this  fact.  What  I  re- 
quested was.  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  **  com- 
municate to  me  such  facts  as  you  can  reveal  con- 
sistent with  your  d uty."  This  QoTemment  must 
have  been  possessed  of  them  before  the  3d  of  Joiy, 
nay,  even  prior  to  the  order  to  the  marshal  to  ap- 
prehend two  British  prisoners ;  consequently,  u 
was  equally  in  vour  power  on  the  8th  of  July,  as 
on  the  25th  of  August,  to  have  offered  me  \hn  ia* 
formation  requested. 

My  letter  of  the  27th  of  July  contains  simply 
the  circumstances  I  had  collected  respecting  Cap- 
tain Nichols ;  the  cause  of  his  parole  at  Barba- 
does  beinp^  superseded,  and  he  sent  on  board  the 
prison-ship,  and  from  thence  to  England;  to- 
gether with  the  request  that  you  wonld  acquaint 
me  whether  those  facts  were  correct,  and,  if  not, 
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that  yoa  would  be  pleased  to  famish  me  the  facts 
in  yoar  possession.  It  is  true,  on  the  7th  of  Au- 
gust, in  consequence  of  your  continued  silence, 
and  witholding  from  me  the  information  I  bad 
repeatedly  requested,  I  entered  upon  the  propriety 
of  the  treatment  of  Captains  Barss  and  Wood- 
worth,  and  arffued  upon  it,  taking  the  case  sent 
you  on  the  27th  of  July,  as  comprising  the  whole 
of  the  facts  relatinx^  to  Captain  Nichols,  and  Cap- 
tains Barss  and  "Woodworth.  Prior,  however,  to 
my  entering  upon  the  subject,  I  recapitulated  my 
repeated  attempts  to  obtain  information  from  you, 
and  added  that  "from  your  silence  lam  com- 
pelled to  take  up  the  statement  I  transmitted  to 
you  as  correct ;  if  it  is  not,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
say  should  long  since  have  given  me  a  true  case." 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  sir,  that  the  princi- 
ples stated  by  me  in  my  letter  of  the  7th  August, 
respecting  retaliatory  measures,  were  by  no  means 
intended  as  matter  of  discussion.  I  consider  them 
as  acknowledged  principles,  and,  as  such,  applied 
them  to  the  case.  I  will  not  presume  to  say  they 
were  apposite  to  the  case  under  consideration — 
that  is  a  question  to  be  determined  by  others— but 
I  aver  the  principles  to  be  sound  law. 

The  case  of  Captain  Nichols,  as  represented  by 
me,  is  generally,  though  not  particularly,  acknowl- 
edged DV  you,  in  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant, 
in  which  you  suggest  that  Captains  Barss  and 
Woodwortn  were  placed  "  in  close  confinement, 
to  be  held  to  answer  for  the  safety  and  proper 
treatment  of  Captain  William  Nichols,  late  mas- 
ter of  the  private  armed  brig  Decatur,  of  Newbu- 
ryport,  who.  while  a  prisoner  of  war  on  parole  at 
mrbadoes,  during  the  last  Spring,  had  been  seized 
and  inhumanly  confined  in  a  small  hole  on  board 
a  prison-ship  at  that  place,  and  barred  from  all 
communication  for  more  than  a  month,  and  then 
sent  to  England  in  close  confinement  on  board  of 
one  of  the  enemy's  ships,  for  no  offence  alleged  or 
known,  other  than  that  ne  was  accused  by  some 
of  the  British  officers  of  having  recaptured  an 
American  vessel  under  his  command,  and  taken 
from  him  by  a  British  armed  vessel  before  the 
war."  In  the  preceding  extract,  you  acknowledge 
that  Captain  Nichols  '^  was  accused  by  some  Brit- 
ish, officers  of  having  recaptured  an  American 
▼easel  under  his  command  before  the  war."  This 
forms  a  part  of  my  statement  to  you  on  the  27th 
of  July.  In  addition  to  which,  I  mentioned  what 
is  omiited  by  you,  but  which  will  eventually  come 
oat  in  evidence,  that  Captain  Nichols,  on  regain* 
ing  the  possession  of  the  Alert  brig,  put  the  prize- 
master  and  seamen  in  a  small  boat,  and  commit- 
ted them  to  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves. 
It  is  for  this  act,  principally,  he  is  sent  to  England 
to  be  tried.  In  a  case  like  the  present,  I  presume 
that  this  Qovernment  would  not  have  directed 
retaliatory  orders  to  issue,  without  having  the 
facts  confirmed  under  an  oath ;  and  I  bad  hoped 
yoa  would  have  had  the  goodness  to  have  sent 
me  copies  of  the  depositions  taken.  If  you  can 
with  propriety  do  it,  you  will  oblige  me  by  send- 
ing them.  In  my  letter  of  yesterday,  I  informed 
you  I  had  the  depositions  of  two  of  the  men  of 
the  Decatur  privateer,  who  were  prisoners  with 


Captain  Nichols  on  board  the  prison-ship,  who 
swear  that  he  was  not  "  inhumanly  confined  in  a 
small  hole  on  board  the  prison-ship,"  but  that  he 
had  a  state-room  in  the  ship,  with  the  use  of  the 
cabin  and  quarter-deck,  and  that  they  never  heard 
either  Captain  Nichols  or  any  other  person  com- 
plain of  the  treatment  Captain  Nichols  received. 
These  depositions  were  taken  before  a  notary 
public  and  justice  of  the  peace. 

I  am  greatly  at  a  loss  to  account  for  your  hav- 
ing introduced  into  your  letter  of  the  25ih  instant 
Oswald  Lawson's,  and  three  other  cases,  in  evi- 
dence of  my  having  (as  you  are  pleased  to  say) 
been  mistaken  in  information  collected  from  irre- 
gular sources;  by  this  means,  hinting  that  my 
representation  respecting  Captain  Nichols  apper- 
tained  to  the  same  class.  I  have  evidently  shown 
that  this  is  not  so^  and  that  you  and  myself  agree 
in  the  leading  point — that  Captain  Nichols  is  ac- 
cused, by  one  or  more  of  His  Majesty's  officers, 
of  a  criminal  act  before  the  war.  But,  admitting 
that  no  one  part  of  my  statement  was  correct, 
had  I  not  expressly  remarked,  I  am  compelled,  by 
your  withholding  all  information  from  me  on  the 
subject,  to  suppose  from  your  silence  it  contained 
the  truth. 


Boston,  September  3, 1813. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiries,  respecting 
Captain  William  Nichols,  I  have  to  state  that, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  and  I 
think  in  the  month  of  August,  Captain  Nichols 
was  master  of  my  b^g  Alert,  belonging  to  New- 
buryport.  engaged  on  a  voyage  to  Bordeaux  -,  that, 
two  or  three  days  after  sailing  from  that  port,  on 
his  return  home,  he  was  taken  by  the  frigate,  hav- 
ing a  cargo  of  wines,  brandies,  silks,  and  nothing 
which  could  possibly  be  construed  as  contraband 
of  war;  and  his  vessel  was  (after  a  prize-master 
and  six  men  were  pot  on  board)  ordered  for  Eng- 
land ;  he  and  his  mate  only,  with  two  small  boys, 
being  permitted  to  remain.  About  three  days 
after,  he  and  the  mate  rose  on  the  crew,  tied  their 
hands  behind  them,  and  hoisted  out  the  lone  boat, 
being  only  about  forty  miles  from  the  land,  (and 
summer  time,)  rigged  her,  placed  on  the  sails  and 
oars,  put  in  her  two  barrels  of  bread,  plenty  of 
beet,  two  casks  of  water,  a  keg  of  wine,  keg  of 
brandy,  other  small  stores,  all  their  clothes,  and 
such  conveniences  as  would  be  necessary ;  sup- 
plied them  with  a  good  compass  and  <)uadrant, 
and  then  put  the  six  men  in  the  boat,  in  which 
they  proceeded  to,  and  safely  landed  in  France. 
Captain  Nichols  and  the  mate  then  called  on  deck 
the  two  small  boys,  who  had  remained  below  da- 
ring these  transactions,  and  proceeded  on  his  voy- 
age ;  but  six  days  after,  he  was  again  captured  by 
the  Enfflish  frigate  Vesta,  to  whom  he  related  the 
aforegoinff  circumstances,  and  the  captain  and 
officers  of  this  frigate  did  not  treat  him  as  though 
they  thought  his  conduct  either  criminal  or  rep- 
rehensible; he  was  carried  with  his  vessel  to 
Portsmouth,  in  England,  and  after  being  on 
board  the  frigate  in  harbor  a  few  days,  he  came 
on  shore,  went  up  to  London,  thence  proceeded 
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to  LiTerpool,  aad  there  took  pasni^e  md  retsnied 
to  Newboryport. 

A  sbort  time  mfter  I  i^ave  him  the  commmnd  of 
mnother  of  my  Tessels,  namely,  the  brig  Dolphin, 
a  new  vessel,  then  lying  at  Newboryport,  and  be 
proceeded  on  bis  Toyage,  laden  with  fish,  for  Bor- 
deanx ;  bnt  on  his  passage  oat,  being  at  sea  thir- 
teen days,  he  was  taken  by  a  British  frigate  in 
company  with  a  sloop  of  war.  The  captain  of 
the  frigate  asked  Captain  Nichols  if  he  was  the 
person  who  retook  the  Alert  ?  Captain  Nichols 
replied  in  the  afirraatiTe;  the  British  captain  re- 
plied "  it  was  a  brave  act,  and  he  should  treat  him 
as  a  brave  man  deserved ;"  and  after  experiencing 
the  best  of  treatment  while  at  sea,  this  officer  de- 
livered, on  his  arrival  to  Captain  Nichols^  all 
his  private  adventure,  the  proceeds  of  wnich 
passed  through  my  bands  from  my  correspondent 
m  England ;  and  Captain  Nichols  was  not  re- 
straint on  his  arrival  in  England,  bat  was  snUered 
to  be  at  large,  and  come  home  passenger  in  the 
ship  Aorora.  by  the  way  of  New  Tork,  about  six 
weeks  prior  to  the  declaration  of  war  between 
this  country  and  England. 

Directly  on  the  declaration  of  war  I  purchased 
(with  my  friends)  the  brig  Decatur,  and  Captain 
Nichols  was  selected  as  a  suitable  character  to 
take  the  command ;  and  he  proceeded  on  a  cruise 
against  the  British,  took  «even  prizes,  and  re- 
turned into  port;  the  Decatur  was  refitted,  pro- 
ceeded on  a  second  cruise,  during  which  he  was 
taken  by  the  Surprise  frigate,  and  carried  into 
Barbadoes,  and  tnere  paroled  for  nearly  two 
months,  when,  the  Vesta  fiigate  arriving  at  that 
island,  he  was  arrested,  sent  on  board  the  prison 
ship,  placed  in  close  confinement  in  a  room  built 
purposely  for  him,  of  five  feet  broad  and  seven 
feet  wide,  and  no  person  allowed  but  his  keeper  to 
speak  to  him.  After  remaining  in  this  unpleas- 
ing  situation  nearlv  six  weeks,  be  was  sent  on 
board  the  British  trigate  Tribune,  and  ordered 
for  England,  since  when  we  have  not  heard  from 
him. 

Touching  the  character  of  Captain  Nichols,  as 
a  man,  and  a  neighbor,  he  is  modest  and  unassu* 
ming,  yet  brave  and  decided ;  warmly  attached  to 
the  constitutions.  Federal  and  State,  of  his  native 
country ;  eager  to  resist  and  cool  to  defend  those 
rights  for  which  the  independence  of  his  coun* 
try  was  established,  and  which  no  unjust  preten* 
sions  of  the  enemy  will  lead  him  to  submit  to, 
however  great  his  personal  sofierings.  As  a  man, 
he  is  strictly  moral  and  sincere ;  as  a  husband, 
parent,  and  neighbor,  tender,  indulgent,  and  af- 
fable. His  connexions  are  highly  respectable, 
and  are  among  the  first  of  our  citizens.  Univer- 
sal assent  among  all  classes  and  parties  may  be 
had  that  Captain  Nichols  is  truly  an  honest,  brave, 
and  useful  citizen. 

I  hope  this  information  will  be  the  means  of 
restoring  him  to  his  family,  his  friends,  and  his 
counirv,  and  I  can  myself  vouch  for  the  correct- 
ness 01  the  statement. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  PIERCE. 

Jambs  Prince,  Mar$hal  of  MaUn 


Extnet  of  a  lettar  'fram  the 

Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Bvelay,  diled 

OcTOBBa  5, 1813. 

In  your  letters  of  the  26th  and  29tb  of  Ai^j^ 
you  request  me  to  inform  yon  of  the  detenniaa- 
tion  of  Government  as  to  the  British  Captains 
Barss  and  Woodworth.    You  state  that  Captain 
Nichols,  of  the  American  privateer  Decatur,  was 
sent  to  England  for  an  offence  he  stands  charged 
with  prior  to  the  war,  to  wit,  having  recaptured 
his  vessel,  and  put  part  of  the  prize  crew  in  a  boat 
at  sea ;  request  me  to  send  you  any  affidavits  or 
other  evidence  in  the  case ;  and  inform  me  that 
you  are  in  possession  of  the  depositions  of  two  of 
the  seamen  of  the  privateer  Decatur,  contradict- 
ing statements  you  nave  seen  relative  to  the  treat- 
ment of  Captain  Nichols.    I  send  you,  sir,  as  you 
request'-although,  in  the  present  stage  of  this 
business,  and  on  your  own  d€ciaratioaS|  I  might 
be  very  well  excused  from  further  expianadoaa 
on  the  subject— the  copy  of  an  affidavit  by  Mr. 
James  Foote.  prize-master,  on  board  the  Decatur 
at  the  time  Captain  Nichols  was  last  taken,  and 
present  at  Barbadoes  with  him  when  he  was 
seized  and  confined ;  and  of  a  letter  from  Com- 
modore Bainbridge  of  the  3d  of  June,  which  com- 
municated it ;  as  also  of  the  narrative  of  Benja- 
min Pierce,  Esq.,  owner,  not  onlv  of  tl^  privateer 
in  which  Captain  Nichols  was  last  captured,  but 
of  the  vessel  in  which  he  was  taken  before  the 
war,  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  whole  cane 
with  which  he  must,  from  his  relation  with  Cap- 
tain Nichob,  have  been  necessarily  intimately 
acquainted.    The  character  and  standing  of  Mr. 
Pierce  precludes  all  doubt  as  to  the  veracity  of 
his  account.    By  it,  it  will  appear  that  Captain 
Nichols  was  never  prosecuted  in  England  before 
the  war,  as  you  have  been  pleased  to  state,  for 
any  act ;  on  the  contrary,  that  he  was  eapimeda 
second  time  and  carried  to  that  country  without 
molestation ;  that  the  commanders  of  your  frig- 
ates^ who  made  a  prize  of  him,  brought  no  char^ 
against  him  before  the  war;  and  that,  as  to  fau 
treatment  of  the  Enj^lish  crew,  from  wnom  he  ao 
bravely  recovered  his  vessel,  he  did  all  that  could 
have  been  expected  for  them,  in  the  tmjosci^ile 
situation  in  which  he  had  been  placed :  he  aap- 
plied  them  abundandy  in  a  good  boat,  on  a  smooth 
sea,  in  sight  of  the  French  coast,  on  which  they 
safely  landed.   You  lay  much  stress  on  the  ofleaee 
you  are  pleased  to  impute  to  Captain  Nichobi 
committed  as  ^ou  say  in  time  of  peace,  namely, 
the  retaking  his  vessel.    Yon  compel  me,  ooiril- 
littgly,8ir,  to  remind  you  that  the  period  to  which 
jrou  allude  was  a  time  ofpeaee  only  on  one  side ; 
It  was,  ''on  the  side  of  Great  Britain,  a  state  of 
war  against  the  United  States ;  on  the  side  of  the 
United  States,  a  state  of  peace  towards  Gkeat 
Britain."    Captain  Nichols  thus  had  war  made 
on  him  while  peaceably  pursuing  a  lawful  com- 
merce.   He  was  justified,  bv  the  Taws  of  Qt>d  aad 
man,  to  retort  the  war,  so  &ir  as  to  free  himself 
and  his  property,  as  soon  as  he  had  it  in  his  power 
to  do  so. 

You  will  please  to  remark,  sir,  that  the  aarta- 
live  of  Mr.  Pierce  was  received  after  the  rHalia- 
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torf  mesmires  w«re  takeo'in  this  ease,  and  is  now 
used  onlf  to  rebut  the  statemeots  yoa  have  made, 
or  alleged,  of  former  proseeution  and  escape  of 
GaptaiD  Nichols.  It  was  not  necessary  to  assure 
the  Government  of  the  facts  on  which  it  pro- 
eeeded,  nor  were  they  rested  on\j  on  the  affidavit 
of  Mr.  Foote,  respectable  as  it  is.  All  that  he 
has  stnted  was  previously  confirmed  to  me  by  dec- 
larations^ made  in  person,  by  several  officers  of 
American  vessels,  who  were  on  the  spot,  prison- 
ers at  the  time  in  Barbadoes ;  and  the  affidavits 
of  the  two  sailors  notwithstanding,  which  you  say 
you  have  become  possessed  of,  you  will  fiod  them, 
m  the  result,  prove  correct**^  In  reply  to  your 
inquiry  as  fo'the  determination  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  relative  to  Captains  Barss  and  Woodworth, 
I  have  to  Inform  you  that  it  is  firmly  now  as  it 
was  originally  taken,  to  hold  them  as  hostages, 
to  answer  in  their  persons  for  the  safety  and  pro- 
per treatment  of  Oeiptain  Nichols  in  the  hanos  of 
the  efiemy. 

Sztract  of  a  Utter  firom  Colonel  Thomas  Baiclsy, 
General  Agent  for  British  Prisoners,  to  the  Coounis- 
saiy  General  of  Prisoners,  dated  at 

RanLBM,  January  24, 1814. 

I  bftve  the  honor  to  enclose  you  «  copy  of  a 
letter  received  from  the  Commissioners  tor  con- 
ducting His  Majesty's  transport  service,  and  for 
tke  care  and  custody  of  prisoners  of  war ;  from 
which  you  will  peroeive  that  Captain  Nichols,  of 
tiie  Decatur  privateer,  is  not  detained  in  prison 
for  any  particular  ctfence  alleged  against  him, 
but  that  he  is  held  at  Chatham  a  prisoner,  be- 
cause the  privateer  whieh  he  commanded  was 
not  of  a  sufficient  size  to  entitle  him  to  parole. 
The  Commissioners  further  state  that  they  had 
eommimicated  this  circumstance  to  Mr.  Beasley, 
Tour  agent  in  London,  who,  I  take  for  granted, 
naa  acquainted  you  with  the  nature  of  the  con- 
finement in  which  Captain  Nichols  is  in  at  Chat- 
ham. I  request  thst  you  will  order  the  Marshal,* 
under  whose  custody  Captain  Barss  is  at  present, 
to  release  him  from  the  strict  confinement  in 
which  he  is  at  present,  and  that  he  may  be  placed 
in  a  aituatioo  similar  to  that  in  which  Captain 
Nichols  now  is ;  also,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
release  Caplaiin  Woodworth  on  parole,  as  he  was 
prior  to  hb  being  put  into  elose  confinement.  I 
lui ve  named  the  two  British  captains,  not  by  way 
of  selection  on  my  part,  because,  had  their  sitoa- 
tioaa  been  the  same,  I  should  have  left  it  to  you 
to  release  which  of  the  two  you  thought  proper ; 
h«t  noder  an  impression  that  Woodworth,  who 
k,  I  believe,  a  Ctoaker,  was  master  of  an  an- 
snned  merchant  vessel,  and,  therefore,  entitled  to 
hia  parole,  from  masters  of  merchant  vessels  be- 
ine  imroled  throughout  His  Majesty's  dominions. 

Ir  Capuin  Barss  was  captured  in  a  privateer 
of  foarteen  guns,  he  also  should  be  paroled.  I 
am,  however,  apprehensive  that  the  vessel  he 
eoiaaianded  did  not  carry  so  many  guns.  I  will 
inqatre  into  the  fact. 

THOMAS  BABCLAY. 
J.  Mason,  Bsq. 

1  Sth  Con.  2d  Sssa. — 68 


[Endossd  m  tha  proosding.] 

TRAN8P0RT  Office,  Nov.  5, 1813. 

8ir:  Admiral  Ghriffith  having  communicated 
to  us  your  letters  of  the  14th  of  Jnly.  addressed 
to  Admiral  Sir  J.  B.Warren,  with  its  enclosures, 
relative  to  the  severities  practised  by  the  Ameri* 
can  Government  towards  British  prisoners  of 
war,  in  consequence  of  the  confinement  of  Cap- 
tain Nichols,  of  the  American  privateer  Decatur, 
we  acquaint  you  that  Mr.  Nichols,  who  is  now 
at  Chatham,  is  not  confined  because  he  ])ut  the 
boat  adrift,  but  simply  because  the  privateer 
which  he  commanded  was  not  of  a  sofficlent  size 
to  entitle  him  to  parole,  of  which  circumstance 
Mr.  Beasley  has  been  informed  in  answer  to  an 
application  made  by  him  for  Mr.  Nichols  to  be 
admitted  to  parole. 

We  are,  sir,  your  humble  servants, 

RUPERT  GEORGE, 
J.  BOWBN, 
JOHN  FORBES. 

Thohas  Barclay,  Esq. 


Office  Comm'ry  Ggn'l  op  Priboners, 
Wabhimoton,  Feb.  14, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  24th  January,  transmitting  one  addressed 
to  you  on  the  5th  November,  by  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  British  Trahsport  Board,  by  which  I 
am  informed  that  Captain  Nichols,  of  the  Ameri- 
can privateer  Decatur,  is  not  detained  now  in 
prison  for  any  particular  ofience  alleged  against 
him,  but  that  he  is  confined  simply  because  the 
privateer  he  commanded  was  not  of  sufficient 
force  to  entitle  him  to  parole.  This  is,  to  be  sure^ 
taking  a  very  different  ground  froqa  that  on  which 
you  strenuously,  in  July  and  Angast,  insisted. 
Capt.  Nichols  was  to  be  tried  for  his  life  for  crimes 
committed  in  times  of  profound  peace;  yet  if 
Captain  Nichols  is  refused  his  parole,  and  held  in 
close  confinement,  on  the  mere  pretext  that  he 
did  not  command  a  privateer  of  as  many  as  four- 
teen, guns,  it  ou^ht  to  have  been  explained  why 
be  was  treated  hke  a  criminal  at  Barbadoes,  sepa- 
rated from  his  fellow  prisoners,  with  whom  he 
would  have  been  long  since  released,  and  trans- 
ported to  England  in  so  ignominious  a  manner ; 
and  it  would  have  been  but  small  atonement,  on 
the  pan  of  your  Government  to  this  injured  au^n, 
for  the  extreme  severity  used  towards  him  by  i-ts 
officers,  so  soon  as  they  had  asceruined,  which  is 
now  admitted,  that  he  had  been  unjustly  accused, 
to  have  released  him  on  parole. 

As,  however,  it  is  now  decbired  that  there  is 
na  intention  of  bringing  him  to  trial,  orders  have 
been  given  to  restore,  to  the  ordinary  state  of 
prisoners  of  war,  the  British  Captains  Wood- 
worth  and  Barss  who  had  been  designated  as 
hostages  to  be  held  for  his  safety ;  the  first  to  be 
restored  to  his  parole,  and  the  last  to  remain  in 
confinement,  where  he  will  be  retained  for  spe- 
cial exchange  against  Captain  Nichols. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc*, 

J.  MASON. 

Col.  Thomas  Barclay,  f  c. 


wy 


APPENDIX. 


2148 


CtrecU  Bntatn-^Naturalizaium. 


Extract  of  m  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commusaiy  General  of  PrieonerB,  dated 

Blaobmbburo,  March  13, 1814. 
Sib  :  I  consider  it  a  circamstance  to  be  lamented 
that  Captains  Barss  and  Nichols  should  remain 
prisoners  in  close  confinement,  both  being  respect- 
able characters ;  if,  therefore,  it  meets  your  wishes, 
I  am  ready  to  write  to  the  Commissioners  in 
London  to  exchange  Captain  Nichols  for  Cap- 
tain Barss  without  delay,  and  request  them  to 
restore  him,  on  the  receipt  of  my  letter,  to  liberty, 
and  allow  him  to  return  in  the  first  conveyance, 
public  or  private,  to  America.  In  return,  1  shall 
expect  Captain  Barss  to  be  admitted  to  his  parole, 
and,  on  the  arrival  of  Captain  Nichols  in  these 
States,  to  be  immediately  exchanged ;  or,  on  re- 
ceiving a  letter  from  the  Commissioners  expres- 
sive ottheir  assent  to  these  exchanges,  that  Cap- 
tain Barss  shall  be  permitted  to  return  to  Nova 
Scotia  on  parole  in  the  first  conveyance. 


Office  Comm'rt  Gbn'i^  of  PBtsoNEBs, 
Washington,  March  22, 1814. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant, 
I  readily  consent  toyour  proposition  that  the  ex- 
change of  Captain  Barss  against  Captain  Nichols 
take  place ;  (Japtain  Barss  being  specially  held 
for  that  purpose,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  inform 
you  in  my  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo. 

So  soon  as  you  shall  announce  to  me  that 
Captain  Nichols  is  paroled,  a  similar  indulgence 
shall  be  extended  to  Captain  Barss ;  and  when- 
ever you  may  have  it  in  your  power  to  inform 
me  that  Captain  Nichols  is  embarked,  with  per- 
mission to  return  to  the  United  States  for  the 
purpose  of  his  exchange.  Captain  Barss  shall  be 
immediately  permitted  to  go  on  parole  to  Nova 
Scotia.    I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

J.  MASON. 

Col.  Thomas  Barclay,  f  c. 


Blademsburo,  March  24, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  have,  by  this  morning's  mail,  received 
your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  in  answer  to  mine 
of  the  13th,  respecting  Captains  Barss  and  Nichols, 
and  agreeing  to  my  propositions.  Anxious  for 
their  release  and  exchange,  I  delayed  not  a  mo- 
ment to  write  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  enclosed  them  a  copy  of  your  letter,  and 
reouested  their  immediate  answer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  my  letter  to  them 
to  you,  and  request  you  will  forward  it  by  to- 
morrow's mail  to  the  Marshal  of  New  York,  to  be 
put  in  the  letter  bag  of  the  vessel  for  Gotten  burg. 
I  have,  &c.,  T.  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason. 


To  obviate  any  further  raisonderstiBdiog  oa 
the  subject  of  Captain  Nichols  and  Bans, it  may 
be  proper  (o  remind  yoa  that  I  did  not  agree  to 
all  the  propositions  made  in  yoor  letter  of  the 
13th  of  March  relative  to  them,  ms  yoa  seem  to 
convey  in  yoars  of  the  24th  instant.  This  will  be 
seen  by  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  22d  instant. 
I  have,  dbc,  J.  MASO!(. 

Col.  Thomas  Barclay,  ^. 


Office  Comm'ry  Gem'l  of  Prisoners, 
Wasbinqton,  March  30, 1814. 

Sir  :  The  letter  for  the  Commissioners  of  your 
Transport  Board,  enclosed  on  the  24ih  instant, 
was,  immediately  on  its  reception,  sent  to  the 
Marshal  of  New  York,  to  go  by  the  cartel  to 
Gottenburg. 


Bladensburo,  April  1, 1814^ 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  [30th]  of  March  I  re- 
ceived by  this  day'a  post,  and  I  have  the  satisfac- 
tion to  acquaint  you  there  is  [no]  probability  nf 
a  misunderstanding  between  yoa  and  me  respect- 
ing the  release  on  parole  in  these  Staten,  or  even- 
tual return  of  Captain  Barss  to  NowtL  Seotia,  as 
you  apprehend  might  occur  in  cooseqaence  of 
your  letter  to  me  oftbe  22d  ultimo,  doc  precisely 
conforming  to  the  proposals  contained  in  mjr  let* 
ter  of  the  13th  of  that  month,  and  to  which  it 
was  an  answer. 

In  my  letter  to  the  Commissioners,  I  not  only 
enclosed  them  a  copy  of  jour  letter  of  the  22d  of 
March,  but  concluded  it  m  the  words  following: 
"  Permit  me  to  request  an  early  answer,  so  that 
Captain  Barss  mar  be  permitted  to  return  to 
Nova  Scotia,  in  tne  event  of  your  agreeing  to 
parole  or  exchange  Captain  Nichols  for  hira ; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  particular  attescton 
to  the  condition  expressed  in  the  Conmissary 
General's  letter,  a  copy  whereof,  marked  A,  is 
enclosed."     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason,  4^. 

F. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners^  dated 

Srptemrer  17, 1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  yon  copies  of 
letters  received  by  the  special  cartel  Roxana,  at 
Boston,  from  Rear  Admiral  Griffith,  Port  Admi- 
ral at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Lteutenaat  Mil- 
ler, agent  for  transports  and  prisoners  of  war.  I 
assure  you  it  is  with  extreme  pain  I  learn  from 
letters  that  it  has  been  found  neceasnry,  on  die 
part  of  His  Majesty,  to  resort  to  such  unpleasant 
measures,  in  consequence  of  the  treatment  of 
British  prisoners  in  these  States.  Several  of  my 
former  letters  to  you  have  conveyed  my  opinion 
that  ultimately  these  measures  would  be  adopted. 
It  is  not,  at  present,  my  intention  to  call  in  ques- 
tion either  the  justice  or  policy  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  confining  British  subjects,  by  way  of  re- 
taliation, for  persona  taken  on  board  Amerioaa 
ships  of  war  and  private  armed  vessels,  claimed 
and  proved  to  be  native  born  subjects  of  His 
Majesty,  with  the  single  exception  of  Captain 
Nichols,  of  the  Decatur  privateer,  sent  to  Eag^ 
land  to  be  tried,  charged  with  an  offence  commit- 
ted prior  to  the  war,  cognizable  in  His  Majestf^ 
ordinary  courts  of  justice.  I  shall  only  remark, 
for  your  consideration^  that  there  are  at  least  six 
times  as  many  American  prisoners  to  His  Ma- 


2149 


APPENDIX. 


2160 


Qreai  Briiain^Naturalizatum, 


jesty  as  there  are  British  prisoners  in  these  States; 
and  that,  if  the  system  is  maintained,  the  inevi- 
table consequence  must  be,  that  all  the  prisoners 
on  both  sides  must  suffer. 

You  will  perceive  from  Lieutenant  Miller's 
letter,  and  the  abstract  of  prisoners  now  enclosed, 
that  his  Excellency  Sir  Greorge  Prevost  has  sent 
a  number  of  American  prisoners  to  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia,  from  Cluebec ;  the  greater  proportion  of 
these  are  land  forces,  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  and 
forty-four  commissioned  officers,  including  a  few 
naval  characters. 

[Endosed  in  the  preceding.] 

Sir  :  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  which  a 
vessel,  likely  to  touch  at  a  port  in  the  United 
States^ffers  to  inform  you  that  your  despatch  to 
Sir  J.  Warren,  bv  the  Agnes,  containing  one  let- 
ter, dated  the  27th  of  July,  together  with  the  copy 
of  a  letter  to  General  Mason,  was  delivered  to 
rae;  and  that,  in  the  absence  of  Sir  John,  I 
thought  it  necessary  to  open  it. 

Understanding  from  the  master  of  the  cartel, 
as  well  as  from  the  prisoners  that  came  in  her, 
that  the  British  prisoners  put  in  jail,  on  a  retali- 
atory order  of  tne  American  Government,  con- 
tinue in  confinement,  I  have  taken  upon  myself 
to  order  the  agent  here,  Lieutenant  Miller,  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  the  American  Government, 
and  immediately  to  shut  up  in  the  jail  of  this 
town  two  American  prisoners  of  war  for  every 
British  subject  he  may  in  future  learn,  on  satis- 
factory information,  are  confined  in  the  jails  of 
the  United  States.    I  have,  Ae. 

EDWARD  GRIFFITH, 
Bear  Admiral, 

Bztract  of  a  letter  from  Lientenant  Willimm  Miller, 
British  agent  for  prisoners  of  war,  to  Colonel  Thom- 
as Baielay,  general  agent  for  Britbh  prisoners  in 
the  United  Sutes,  dated 

Halifax,  Auguit  28, 1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
Your  letters  of  the  3d  ultimo  and  2d  instant,  and 
herewith  beg  leave  to  enclose  progressive  returns 
of  American  and  French  prisoners  of  war  in  my 
custody  to  date,  and  received  since  my  last  return, 
(17th  instant,)  four  hundred  and  ninety  Ameri- 
can prisoners  of  war  from  duebec,  per  His  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Regulus  and  Melpomene,  a  list  of 
which  I  cannot  transmit,  in  consequence  of  my 
not  having  been  furnishea  with  any  from  the  Mel- 
pomene, but  trust,  by  the  next  conveyance,  I  will 
be  enabled  to  forward  you  the  same. 


» 


Opfigb  Comm'ry  Gen'l  op  Pribonbbs, 
Washington,  Sept.  22, 1813. 

Sir:  I  received  yesterday  the  letter  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  adaress  me  on  the  17th  instant, 
enclosing  copies  of  a  communication  to  you  from 
Mr.  Miller,  your  agent  for  prisoners  at  Halifax, 
dated  the  28th  of  August,  and  of  one  from  Ad- 
miral Griffith,  without  date;  by  these  I  learn,  in 
general  terms  only,  that  the  officers  of  your  Gov- 
ernment at  Halifax  have  thought  proper  to  desig- 


nate a  certain  number  of  American  prisoners  of 
war  at  that  place  to  be  imprisoned^  on  the  plea  of 
counter-retaliation  for  British  prisoners  of  war 
held  in  confinement,  as  you  have  been  from  time 
to  time  informed,  as  hostages,  to  answer  for  the 
safety  and  proper  treatment  of  American  prison- 
ers heretofore  named  to  you,  unwarrantably  de- 
tained and  transported  to  England  or  elsewhere 
for  trial. 

On  that  day  I  received,  also,  letters  from  our 
agent  for  prisoners  at  Halifax,  Mr.  Mitchell, 
which  came  by  the  same  vessel,  the  cartel  Rox- 
ana,  and  which  supply  that  part  of  the  system 
adopted  at  Halifax,  not  disclosed  by  your  de- 
spatches. Sixteen  American  citizens  we  now 
know,  sir,  have  been  cast  into  dungeons;  six  of- 
ficers of  privateers,  to  wit:  two  captains,  three' 
lieutenants,  and  a  sailing-master,  have  been  thrust 
into  one  noisome  hole  of  the  area  of  nine  feet  by 
seven,  where  they  are  only  permitted  to  receive 
the  means  of  respiration  and  the  light  of  heavea 
through  an  iron-barred  aperture  of  twenty-four 
by  ten  inches.  Ten  of  the  brave  crew  of  the 
Chesapeake  frigate,  a  carpenter,  a  boatswain,  and 
eight  seamen  have  been  crammed  into  two  simi- 
lar dark  and  impure  receptacles  of  wretchedness. 
One  hundred  and  fifty-nine  American  soldiers 
and  seamen  have  been  picked  out  from  their  com- 
rades, and  sent  to  England  for  trial.  I  shall  for 
the  present,  sir,  make  no  comment  on  the  charac- 
ter of  these  transactions.  Yon  must  be  sensible 
that  the  spirit  and  justice  of  this  nation  will  not 
permit  such  wrongs  to  go  unredressed. 

When  the  measures  oi  the  Government  are 
taken  you  shall  be  informed.  In  the  meantime, 
however,  it  becomes  proper  to  apprize  you  that 
these  will  not,  in  the  smallest  degree,  be  influenced 
by  the  consideration  which  yon  are  pleased  to 
hold  up  to  our  view  of  the  present  balance  of 
prisoners  in  your  possession.  The  fortune  of  war 
may  change  this  state  of  things,  or  the  Govern- 
ment may  resort  to  other  means  of  redress  acainst 
outrages  on  humanity,  if  unfortunately  they  should 
not  be  discontinued  ;  but,  whatever  may  at  any 
time  be  its  advantage  on  this  score,  you  may  be 
assured,  sir,  that  it  will  never  avail  itself  of  the 
power  it  may  happen  to  have  to  violate  a  solitary 
principle  of  right^  or  cause  a  single  individual  to 
suffer  unnecessarily.  On  all  occasions  where  ri- 
gid treatment  has  been  used  by  os  towards  any  of 
your  prisoners  of  war,  it  has  been  forced  on  us  by 
some  previous  act  of  your  officers.  Our  system 
has  been  purely  retaliatory,  and  of  the  mildest 
nature,  since  the  manner  of  the  confinement  has 
never  as  yet  been  used  by  us  to  inflict  punishment, 
or  made  more  close  than  was  requisite  to  hola 
secure  against  escape  the  persons  of  the  individ- 
uals designated,  ultimately,  to  answer  for  conse- 
quences ;  and  we  have  never  failed  to  release  in- 
stantly, on  being  informed  that  the  cause  for  re- 
taliation had  ceased. 

I  have  not  made  these  observations,  sir,  to  divert 
you  from  your  purpose.  If  it  is  taken,  as  seems 
to  be  indicated  oy  the  course  pursued  at  Halifax, 
we  are  ready  to  meet,  by  corresponding  measures, 
every  treatment  of  prisoners  taken  in  war,  unaa- 
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Chorized  by  the  praetiee  of  oatioos,  as  well  as  ihat 
of  other  of  our  citizens,  held  in  confinement  by 
the  aatboritieB  of  your  GroTernmeot,  mach,  per- 
haps too  much,  of  which  has  not  heretofore  been 
■  brought  into  account,  in  the  constant  hope  that  a 
relaxation  on  your  i»rt  might  prevent  the  open- 
ins  of  wounds  adaitional  to  those  necessarily 
inlieted  by  the  ordinary  course  of  cirilized  war- 
fare. On  the  other  hand,  I  have  more  than  once 
had  occasion  to  assure  you,  and  now  with  the 
greater  sincerity  repeat,  that  I  have  been  con- 
stantly instructed,  and  that  it  is  most  ardently 
my  own  wish,  so  to  conduct  the  treatment  of 
prisoners  of  war,  as  that  the  only  emulation  be- 
tween us  will  be  who  shall  most  frequently  and 
most  effectually  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  un- 
fortunate individuals  whom  the  fortune  of  war 
may,  from  time  to  time,  place  in  the  respective 
power  of  the  two  Governments. 

I  earnestly  invite  your  attention,  sir^  to  the  al- 
ternative, and  shall,  I  pray  you  to  bc4ieve,  much 
vejoiee  if  you  adopt  the  latter.    I  have  6oc» 

J.  MASON.  # 

Colonel  Tbomas  Barclay,  &c. 


Halifax,  September  2, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  written  you  much,  under  different 
dates,  to  go  by  this  vessel,  the  Roxana.  I  have 
yet  much  to  write,  and,  if  possible,  of  a  more  un- 
pleasant nature  than  wba^I  have  had  occasion  to 
mention  since  my  coming  here. 

I  mention  beine  informed  of  our  prisoners  be- 
ins  sent  to  the  jau  here.  Last  night  brought  me 
a  letter  from  Mr.  James  Trask,  Captain  Lane, 
and  four  others,  informing  me  of  their  having 
been  brought  from  Melville  island,  and  were  then 
confined  in  the  dungeon  of  the  common  jail. 

This  morning,  at  eip^ht  o'clock,  I  sent  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Miller,  of  which  you  have  herewith  a 
^cpf.  About  three,  P.  M.,  he  called  on  and  ac- 
companied me  to  the  jail;  there  Ifonnd  the  per- 
sons mentioned  on  the  list  herewith.  The  six 
officers  of  privateers  are  in  one  dungeon,  having 
a  light  of  about  twenty-four  by  ten  inches,  grated. 
The  dungeon  is  nine  feet  by  seven  feet.  In  two 
similar  holes  are  ten  men  belonging  to  the  crew 
of  the  Chesapeake,  ^re  in  each.  I  have  already 
informed  yon  eleven  of  tbis  crew  have  been  sent 
on  board  different  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
•hips  of  war.  In-  addition  to  this,  I  lament  to 
liave  occasion  to  inform  you  that,  besides  the 
iiAy-nine  men  belonging  to  our  troops  sent  here 
from  Canada,  they  have  picked  one  hundred  sea- 
men from  the  prison  at  Melville  island,  chiefly 
from  crews  of  privateers.  They  are  embaiiced, 
and  ready  to  sail  for  England.  I  have  asked  for 
the  list,  which  the  agent  has  promised  me.  A 
copy  shall  be  sent  you  as  early  as  possible.  I 
could  not  describe,  even  if  time  would  admit, 
how  painful  tbis  unwarrantable  conduct  renders 
my  situation.  As  Mr.  Miller  did  not  answer  my 
last  letters,  he  proposed  to  me  to  see  the  admiral, 
infurminff  me  Admiral  Griffith  had  said  to  him 
ha  would  see  me  at  any  time ;  but  I  declined  the 
inviutton)  satisfied  no  good  could  result  from  it 


He  had  taken  his  measures,  and  before  f  eoold 
see  him  to-morrow  our  men  will  be  out  of  the 
harbor,  and  no  supplication  on  my  part  would 
relieve  one  of  the  sixteen  from  their  nonid  dun- 
geon. It  is  their  country  that  must  redress  them. 
They  are  all  in  spirits,  confident  it  will  do  so.  Be 
assured,  sir.  that  this,  nor  harsher  treatment,  will 
intimidate  a  man  who  is  here  in  eonfioemeiit,  ani 
I  hope  it  will  rouse  every  man  who  is  at  home. 

I  must  here  observe  to  vou  that  on  Mr.  Bfil- 
ier's  calling  on  me,  and  not  naving  written  to  me, 
I  comnlained  of  his  stating  the  men  as  having 
entered  or  given  themselves  up  as  British  salh 
jects.  His  reply  was,  it  was  in  consequence  of 
the  report  made  from  the  ships  to  him,  though  it 
was  evident  he  did  not  believe  a  man  had  given 
himself  up  as  a  British  subject.  I  complained 
of  it  as  an  unmanly  subterfuge,  and  a  breach  of 
the  c&rteL  Besides  the  list  he  gave  me,  he  men- 
tioned three  bad  been  sent  to  England  in  the 
Spartan,  Captain  Brenton ;  she  sailed  a  few  days 
since.  I  shall  receive  their  names  and  forward 
them  to  you. 

As  the  men  ordered  for  England  from  the  pris- 
on were  badly  off  for  clothes,  and  I  could  not  pro- 
cure any  ready  made,  I  requested  Mr.  Miller  to 
supply  them  with  shirts,  shoes,  dbc.,  from  his 
stores,  which  he  has  promised  me  to  do.  This  I 
hope  will  meet  your  approbation. 

I  am  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MITCHELL. 

John  Mason,  Esq.,  Cbmifitjsa/^,  ^ 


Haufjlx,  September  %  1S13L 
Sia:  It  was' with  much  concern  that  I  yester- 
day learned  several  American  prisoners  of  war, 
one  of  them  Mr«  James  Tnsk^  were  in  the  dnn- 
geoa  of  the  common  prison  in  this  town.  Will 
you,  sir,  be  pleased  to  inform  me  the  paitioiilar 
offence  of  each  person  who  has  been  moved  from 
Melville  island  to  the  jail  here,  or  why  it  has 
been  done,  and  whether  I  can  visit  them  alone 
to-day  ?  if  not,  if  you  will  do  me  the  honor  to 
accompany  me,  and  at  what  hour? 

As  regards  Mr.  Trask.  I  beg  to  remind  yoa  of 
a  conversation  that  took  place  in  my  office,  in 
which  I  informed  you,  that  it  had  been  reported 
Mr.  Trask  was  likely  to  receive  severe  treatment 
for  having  broken  nis  parole,  and  going  to  sea 
previous  to  his  exchange ;  (hat  the  marshal  find* 
ing  Mr.  Lightbody,  of  the  Maidstone  British  fri- 
^te  in  like  situation,  he  would  detain  him,  sub- 
ject to  similar  treatment  as  Mr.  Trask.  On  your 
assuring  me  Mr.  Trask  should  be  treated  and  ex- 
changed like  the  other  prisoners,  and  exchanged 
with  them,  I  wrote  Mr.  Prince,  the  nafahsl  mt 
Boston ;  in  consequence  of  which  Mr.  Lightbody 
was  permitted  to  return  here  in  the  Agnes.  He, 
I  presume,  is  now  here,  and  can  explain  the  tieac- 
ment  he  received  at  Boston.  Further  remarics  I 
shall  not  make  on  this  business,  until  I  have  the 
honor  to  hear  from  you.    I  am.  sin  dtc 

JOHN  hilTCHRLL^ 
Agent  U,  S.  far  exchange  if 

Lt.  Wm.  MitLn,  Agent  Jbr  Prieotiers. 
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Sztnet  of  m  letter  fiom  Colonel  TluunM  Bioclaj  to 
the  CoiiuiUMtiy  Oeneral  of  Prisoners* 

BaPTEMBBa  27, 1813. 

Your  letter  of  the  22d  earrent,  in  answer  to  a 
part  of  my  letter  of  the  17th  instant  I  have  had 
Che  honor  to  receive.  The  copies  of  letters  then 
enclosed  to  jon  contain^  all  the  information  I 
had  received  from  Halifax  on  the  subject  of 
American  prisoners  put  into  confinement  in  re- 
taliation for  British  prisoners  confined  in  the 
United  States,  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  contra- 
dict Mr.  MitcheU's  statement,  either  with  respect 
to  the  places  in  which  these  prisoners  have  been 
confined,  or  that  **one  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
other  prisoners,  soldiers,  and  seamen,  have  been 
picked  out/rom  the  American  prisoners,  and  sent 
to  England  for  trial."  I  am,  however,  led  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  his  information  with  re- 

Strd  to  the  former,  from  the  expressions  in  Rear 
dmiral  Griffith's  letter,  that  he  had  taken  upon 
himself  to  order  the  affent,  Lieutenant  Miller,  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  American  Government, 
and  immediately  to  shut  up  in  the  jail  of  this  town 

gialtfax)  two  American  prisoners  for  every 
itish  subject  he  may  in  future  learn,  on  satis- 
fiicCory  information,  are  confined  in  the  iails  of 
the  United  States;  the  words  ''in  the  jail  of  this 
town''  not  comporting  either  with  dunffeons  or 
noisome  holes,  Ae,,  represented  by  Mr.  Mitchell. 
Not  any  of  my  letters  notice  prisooers  being  sent 
to  England  for  trial.  Had  tms  been  the  case,  I 
feel  assured  Lieutenant  Miller  would  have  men- 
tioned it ;  becauate,  in  accounting  for  the  number 
of  prisoners,  he  is  very  particular,  and  in  his  last 
return  he  gives  the  names  of  (1  think  tejO  pris- 
oners, who  had  acknowledged  tnemselves  Bntish 
subjects,  and  had  been  turned  over  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's ships  of  war.  If  he.  therefore,  noticed  ten, 
I  think  it  more  than  probaole  he  would  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-nine.  This,  however,  is  simply  a 
deduction  from  analogy,  and  I  beg  leave  to  repeat, 
I  do  not  contradict  Bar.  Mitchell's  assertion. 

Whatever  may  be  the  situation  of  the  American 
prisoners  thus  confined  in  the  jail  at  Halifax,  it  is 
evidently  the  consequence  of  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jecta  having  been  confined  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  by  way  of  retaliation  for  British  sub- 
jects (with  the  exception  of  Captain  Nichols,  of 
the  Decator  privateer,}  taken  in  arms  against  their 
King,  and  sent  to  England  for  triaL 

It  resu  with  this  Qovernment  to  determine 
whether  it  will  continue  its  claims  to  protect  His 
Majesty's  subjects  found  on  the  high  seas,  or  in 
His  M^estj's  dominions,  in  arms  against  their 
sovereign,  at  the  expense  of  the  ease,  comfort, 
and  pernajps  lives^  of  its  native  citizens,  or  restore 
them  to  freedom,  by  abandoning  a  doctrine  not 
acknowledged  bjr  any  European  Power. 

I  pass  over,  without  remark,  the  remainder  of 
your  letter,  on  the  unpleasant  part  of  this  subject, 
^B  the  propriety  of  these  measures  must  be  con- 
aidered,  and  enectually  covrected,  by  our  respec- 
trve  Qovernments ;  and  hasten  to  assure  yon,  that 
it  is  His  Majesty's  earnest  d^iretjiat  the  subjects 
nd  citiaiens  of  both  nati^s,  made  priaoness  du- 


ring the  war,  may  receive  every  comfort  and  in- 
dulgence that  humanity  dictates. 

Ofpicb  Comm't  Gbm'l  op  Pbibohbrs, 

WABBiitaTOH,  iSS^.  28, 1813. 

Sib  :  By  late  advices  from  our  agent  at  Hali- 
fax for  prisoners,  we  are  informed  that  the  enemy 
have  dealt  out  to  a  number  of  our  prisoners  of 
war  in  their  possession  at  ^at  place  a  most  inhu- 
man and  vioent  degree  (^  punishment,  in  retalia- 
tion, as  they  allege,  for  the  coiifinement  of  cer- 
tain prisoners  of  theirs  held  by  us  as  hostages,  ta 
answer  for  the  safety  and  iproper  treatmeat  of 
several  of  our  officers  and  seamen,  made  prisoners 
of  war  by  them,  uninstifiably  held,  and  sent  off  to 
Enffland  or  other  places  for  trial.  Thev  have  ac- 
tnaUy  thrown  sixteen  of  our  citizens  (a  descrij^ 
tive  list  of  whom  is  annexed)  into  dungeons,  the 
dimensions  of  which  are  nine  feet  by  seven,  oav* 
ing  each  a  single  grated  light  .of  about  twenty- 
four  by  ten  inches;  the  six  officers  of  privateeia 
lie  together,  tortured  in  one  of  these  wretched 
holes,  and  five  of  the  ChesapeaiLe's  crew  in  each 
of  two  others. 

The  British  authorities  at  Halifax  have,  more- 
over, selected  from  the  mass  ot  our  prisoners  in 
their  possession,  and  sent  to  England  on  the  plea 
of  their  being  British  subjects,  one.  hundred  sea- 
men and  fifty-nine  soldiers^ 

These  proceedings  call  budly  on  the  Govern- 
ment for  redress;  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  this 
can  be  only  had  by  causing  the  cruelty  of  the 
enemv  to  be  felt  also  by  their  own  subjects,  indi* 
vidually  innocent.  I  am  commanded  hjf  the  Pros* 
ident  to  direct  that  you  will,  with  as  little  delay 
as' possible,  afWr  the  reception  of  this  order,  desig* 
nate  and  confine  in  dungeons,  simiiar|  as 'nearly 
as  possible,  to  those  I  have  descdbed  as  used  by 
the  enemy,  sixteen  prisoners  of  war,  British  sub- 
jects, now  in  your  charge,  or  who  will  very  soon 
be  so  placed  by  the  late  arrauffemcnt  made,  as 
you  are  advised,  of  marching  ail  the  prisoners  on 
the  maritime  frontier  East  of  you  to  Salem ;  that 
is  to  say,  six  officers  of  privateers,  of  as  nearly 
equal  rank  as  can  be  done  with  those  enumerated 
in  the  annexed  list,  now  so  confined  at  Halifax, 
and  ten  of  the  crew  of  the.  latie  British  sloop-of« 
war  Boxer;  that  is,  one  boatswain  and  one  car- 
penter, or  two  petty  officers  of  equal  rank,  and 
eight  seamen,  there  to  be  held  in  retaliation  for 
the  cruelty  ocarisised  by  the  euBuiy  at  Halifax  on 
a  like  number,  of  our  prisoners^  as  befoie  stated; 
and  further,  that  you  will  inunediatelv  designate 
one  hundred  other  seamen,  British  sufije^tSi  pris- 
oners of  war,  belonging  to  men  of  war,  privateers, 
and  merchantmen,  separate  them  from  the  ordi- 
nary prisoners  of  war,  place  them  in  close  con- 
finement, so  as  to  prevent  effectually  the  means 
of  escape,  but  not  to  inflict  punishment,  and  there 
hold  them  as  hostages,  to  answer  for  the  safety 
and  proper  treatment  of  the  one  hundred  Ameri- 
can seamen  sent  from  Halifax  to  England,  in  tho 
manner  I  have  already  described.    You  will  in- 
form all  those  unfortunate  persons  so  designated 
and  confined,  of  the  causes  by  which  such  a 
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meuure  h&s  been  forced  on  u>,  and  yon  will  be 
pleased  lo  make  a  speedy  and  regular  reluro.  For 
the  ireatmeiitof  the  Gny-nine  soldiers  I  will  gire 
the  requiiite  orders  in  another  quarter. 

1  have  (he  honor  to  be,  dte. 
JAMG9  PamcE,  Esq.,  J.  MABON. 

Manhal  of  MattachuttiU. 
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Ezbact  of  a  letter  ftou  the 

Piuoners,  to  Colonel  Thomu  fimrolay,  dated 
Septembbh  29, 1813. 
Id  yoiiT  letter  of  the  17th  insiaDl,  I  am  inform- 
ed that  Sir  George  Prerost  had  sent  a  nnmber  of 
American  prisoners,  amooniing  to  three  bnndred 
and  serenif-seven  non-CDinmissioaed  officers  and 
privates,  and  forty-four  commiuioned  officers, 
principally  land  forces,  from  the  station  for  ex- 
change at  Q,aebec  to  that  of  Halifax.  Desirous 
of  confining  my  obaervations  at  that  time  to  a 
distinct  stibject,  I  did  not,  in  m;  replf  to  part  of 
yont  letter  of  thai  date,  make  any  remarks  on  this 


roost  onexpeeted  proceeding.  I  bare  ninr,  *ir,to 
demand  the  reasons  for  that  unjustifiable  step, 
which  can  bat  be  considered  as  in  direct  bwtililr 
with  the  provisions  of  (he  cartel,  and  as  ■  meas- 
ure replete  with  harshness  and  sereritj  towards 
oar  officers  and  men  so  removed ;  since  they  hare 
been  thus  subjected  to  an  incoovenient  and  dui- 


'age,  (by  which  many,  m  I  am  ia- 

by  Hr.  Mitchell,  have  soOered  much,] 

and  placed  in  a  sitnuioa  inore  remote  and  diffi- 


formed  by 


ly 


cult  as  to  communication  for  exehauge,  i 

any  plea  of  necessity  or  safety.    What  ' 

tended  by  this  removal,  or  what  other  ineatores 
of  a  similar  nsiure  may  be  in  contemplation  by 
your  officers,  is  not  for  me  to  anticipate;  but  it  u 
proper  to  inform  you  that  letters  nave  been  re- 
ceived from  someof  our  officers  of  rank,  prisoners 
ia  Canada,  communicating  that  it  hka  been  inti> 
mated  hf_  the  commander  of  the  Bn'tisli  forces 
that  he  mtended  sendinc  a  coosiderahle  part  of 
oar  land  forces  to  England,  and  amoitg  then 
some,  if  not  all.  of  tbe  Oeneral  officers.  I  find  in 
your  letter  of  tbe  22d  instaat.  the  following  p«» 
sage:  "Yon  will  perceive,  from  my  letter  to  yon 
of  the  17tb  insunt,  that  his  Escellency  Sir  Oeorgs 
Prevost  has  foirod  it  necessary  to  aend  a  number 
of  American  officers,  non-commissioned  officer^ 
and  privatca.  from  Q,aebec  to  Halifax.  I  regret 
this  circumstance,  as  we  were,  as  you  cay,  on  the 
ere  of  exchanging  them  by  a  land  route;  t^t  is 
now  oat  of  our  power.  I  request  your  answer  for 
tbe  proposal  contained  in  my  letter  or  tbe  17tlt 
iDstant." 

Am  I  to  understand  from  this  that  all  the 
American  prisoners  are  already,  or  will  be,  re- 
moved from  Quebec  7  Mv  impresvoaswer^'tbat 
you  hold  there  about  double  tbe  number  of  ihoae 
reported  to  have  beensent  toHalifax.  Be  pleased 
to  inform  me  on  this  subject. 

If  the  remaining  part  of  the  troops  be  not  n- 
moved,  1  must  remonstrate,  in  the  most  peaitive 
terms,  as  well  agaiitst  what  has  been  done,  an 
against  any  future  removal  of  our  officers  or  men 
from  the  station  in  Canada  appointed  for  ex- 
changes, to  other  and  distant  stations,  by  nselesa 
and  harassing  voyages  by  sea.. 

HaiLBH,  October  1, 1B13. 

Sib:  In  my  letter  lo  yon  of  the  87lh  of  S«ff 
lember,  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  S3d  of  that 
month,  laequainied  you  that  Lientenant  Miller, 
Hit  Majesty's  agent  for  transports  and  prisoaen 
of  war  at  Halilax,  had  not,  in  bis  communica- 
tions to  me,  made  mention  of  any  American  pri»- 
oners  haviof  been  sent  to  England,  and  that  Rear 
Admiral  Griffith  had  also  beat  silent  on  thatatib- 
ject.  I  at  the  same  time  gave  yon  my  rtasont 
for  doubting  the  fact. 

I  yeiterday,  however,  received  a  letter  &ob 
Lieutenant  Miller,  dated  the  17ih  of  September, 
in  which  were  enclosed  copies  of  the  namea  of 
one  hundred  and  one  naval  and  flfty-nine  milita- 
rv  prisoners  sent  to  England  in  His  Majesty^ 
snips  Melpomene  and  Regnlns.  Copies  of  tbeee 
lists  1  have  the  honor  to  eaelose  yov.    Ton  will 
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perceiye  that  the  fifty-niae  soldiers  sent  to  £og« 
land  are  deserters  from  His  Majesty's  service, 
aad  the  name  of  the  regiment  to  which  each  of 
them  belonged  plaeed  opposite  their  names.*  With 
respect  to  the  one  hundred  and  one  seamen,  you 
will  observe  that  Lieutenant  Miller  notices  three 
who  were  sent,  "supposed  to  be  British  subjects," 
opposite  to  whose  names  he  has  made  this  noti- 
cia  (t)«  He  has  also  placed  a  mark  (')  opposite 
to  the  names  of  fifteen  other  seamen,  who  he  says 
are  ^  men  who  hare  been  twice  found  in  arms 
before  they  were  exchanged."  Eighty-three  of 
the  seamen  sent  to  England  have  no  mark  oppo- 
site to  their  names.  1  regret  this  circumstance, 
as  it  is  my  anxious  wish  to  give  every  possible 
information  on  the  subject.  I  apprehend  they 
are  men  who  have  acknowledged  themselves  to 
be  British  subjects.  I  shall,  however,  avail  my- 
self of  the  earliest  conveyance  to  request  Lieu- 


tenant Miller  to  give  me  the  reasons  reapectinff 
the  eighty-three  seamen  thus  sent  to  Englana, 
and  shall  communicate  it  to  yon  when  received. 

A  copy  of  the  return  of  sixteen  American  pris- 
oners confined  in  the  town  jail  at  Halifax,  as  a 
retaliatory  measure  for  eignt  British  prisoners 
imprisoned  in  the  United  States,  I  transmit  here- 
with. Four  of  these  are  confined  for  Squirrell 
and  Russell,  of  His  Majesty's  ship  Dragon;  bat 
as  you  have  since  released  Squirrell  and  Russell^ 
and  I  have  sent  Admiral  Sir  John  B.  Warren  no- 
tice of  it,  the  four  men  now  in  confinement  will 
be  released  the  instant  my  letter  is  received.  I 
shall  forward  a  duplicate,  and  also  write  Lieuten- 
ant Miller  to  release  the  four  American  prisoners 
confined  for  Squirrell  and  Russell. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  ob't  servant, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

Qen.  John  Mason,  &c. 


List  of  one  hundred  Ameriean  prUoners  of  wtr  dittkarged  from  the  euitodv  of  Lieutenant  WHUam 
MUler,  agent  forprieoners  of  war  at  kaUfax^  Nona  SufHa^  per  order  of  Edward  Griffith,  Esq^  Rear 
Admiral  of  tie  She,  commanding  in  port,  4re- 


No. 


1 
3 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
13 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
80 
21 
23 
23 
24 
86 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
86 
36 
37 
88 
39 


Name  of  priae. 


Wilej  Reynard 


Thorn 

Hunter 
Coasack 


Montgomery 


Julian  Smith 


^Eateipiise 


Whether  man-of- 
war,  piivateer, 
or  merchant  vessel. 


Privateer 


Privatee 


Prhratee 
Privateer 


Prbatee; 


Privateer 


Privatee: 


Prisoners'  naasca. 


Thomas  Oosten 
John  Jones 
John  Jackson 
Henry  Butler 
John  Carles 
John  Brisk 
John  Madiahan 
John  Boyer 
William  Kirkpatrick 
Perry  Hall 
William  Lindsey 
tHoMkiah  Wilson 
Manuel  Tois 
Joseph  Wood 
Joseph  Brown 
N.  Holden 
Charles  Kingman 
fRobert  Parker 
Joseph  Forrester 
Zacnariah  Owen 
George  Pider 
Nathaniel  Weston 
Charies  Greene 
Benjamin  Ward 
Benjamin  Hill 
Daniel  Ropes 
Es.  Henfield 
William  Clark 
William  Wanton 
John  Forbes 
Thomas  Bparks 
John  Phinney 
AsaHiggins 
George  Lawrence 
Nich.  Verplust 
Thomas  Snow 
Joseph  Cloutmatt 
John  Widger 
|.  Peter  Mebard 


Quality. 


Gunner 

Boatswain 

Cook 

Steward 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 

Seaman 


Time  when 
ctischarged. 


Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

S^ 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept. 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept. 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

iSept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 


1818 

1813 

1818 

1813 

1818 

1818 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1818 

1818 

1813 

1818  t 

1813 

1813  t 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813  1 

1813 

1813 

1818 

1813 

1818 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1818 

1813 

1813 


Whither,  and 
by  what  or^ 
der,  and  the 
date  thereof 


f 


um 


AfB¥WBSX. 


tm 


Chnai  Briktm^NialurtairmHmL 


bj  w^  or- 
der, nd  the 
date  thBPBo£ 


No. 


40 
41 
42 
48 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
90 
51 
53 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
«1 


«4 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
78 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
60 
81 
88 
88 
84 
85 
86 
87 


89 
90 
91 
98 


Name  of  prise. 


Wlwdwr  man-o^ 

war*  pihrataer, 

or  nMrchantTeflMl. 


Enterprise, 


Got.  Plomer,    - 


Toaaer, 


Thomtm, 


PriTateer, 


PriTalaery 


PritatooTa 
Latter  of  Marque, 


RdIU,   - 


Wa»p,  • 


Yorktown^ 


98 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 
101 


LaTinia,  R«  C, 
from  ITorktowii, 
Snap  Dragon,  - 
Polly,   - 


Colombia 
Uiyiiea, 
For,     - 
Thomaa, 
ToriLtowii> 


Pliratoer, 


PriTateer^ 


Privateer, 


PriTateer, 


Prisoners'  names. 


PriTateer,         w 
Letter  of  Marque, 
Prirateery 
PriTateer, 


9. 


Nathan  Fuller 
John  Clolhy, 
Henry  Tony 
Robert  Russell 
Frederick  Williams 

*  Jesse  OosB 
•Williun  Clothy 
*Isaiah  Pettiffal 
JohnTariton 
Isaac  McKenny 
John  Vaniey 
8am«el  Moore 
*M.  Waterhoose 

*  Abraham  Francis 
^Daniel  Lucas 
*Jacob  Johnson 

*  James  Andrews 
John  Thompson 
XobnCaid 
Robert  Hillsbcook 
Henry  Pitman 
John  Marshal 
Pellsn  Molntive 

*  Jeremiah  Drisco 
•Ephraim  Crass 
Robert  Brown 
Thomaa  Ferguson 
James  Hunter 
Robert  Forsyth 
Edward  Cooper 
James  Rii^kardson 
Elisha)9mith 
AsaToftiea 
Joseph  Spaulding 
Robert  Stoddard 
O.  W.  Hamilton 
Goodman  Anderaon 
John  Jessamine 
fJohn  Daris 
Charles  Blake 
•Elisha  Pnnal 
*Heniy  Bump 

*  Charles  Johnson 
Samuel  Golding 
Isaac  Gilbert 
James  Wilson 
•W.Rodgers    . 
Richard  Bddy 
John  McKay 
HansSelby 
Charies  Brown 
Daniel  Stroma 
Edward  PhiUipa 

John  Bume 
William  Biown 
John  Cook 

*  Isaac  Hawkins 
James  Birmingham 
Thomas  Browne 
Thomas  Hutt 
^ames  Evert 
James  WaUing 


Quality. 


Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 


Seaman 


Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 


Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Paymaster 

Seaman 


Beaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 


Time  when 
discharged. 


Sept. 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


S^iti 

Sept. 

Sept 

Sept. 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

S^ 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept. 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept. 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept. 

S^ 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 

Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 


818 

813 

818 

818 

818 

818 

818 

818 

818 

818 

818 

818 

818 

813 

813 

813 

818 

818 

818 

818 

818 

818 

818 

818 

818 

818 

813 

813 

818 

813 

818 

818 

818 

818 

818 

813 

813 

813 

818 

818 

818 

818 

813 

813 

818 

818 

813 

818 

813 

818 

818 

818 

818 


813 
818 
813 
1813 
813 
813 
813 
813 
813 


I 

X 

Of 

3 

'9 


9 

B 

a 

8 


1 

< 

M 

m 

& 

o 

I 


cu 
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American  piisonaia  of  war  Tictualied  at  MehriUe  Island  the  day  diachi 

W.  MILLER,  AgtfUfot 
*Men  who  haTo  been  twice  found  in  arms  before  they  were  exchanged.    fSupposed  to 


Primmen  (^  IKw 
be  Bntish  anljeUi* 


am 


APSWfBJK, 


Stiftt 


■*-p 


RSHB 


Engkuid  en  bogrd  the  Jfit^mme. 


■ 

No. 

Prifonen'  nunee. 

Name  of  British  regi- 
ment to  which  they 
belonged« 

Whither  and  by 
what  order  die* 
chaiged. 

1 

JohnDoud,                 ... 

84th  June,  1613, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

• 

% 

John  M«Ofyw«ii,         i        •        . 

S4th  Jane,  1818, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

8 

John  BrowSy              .        •        • 

34th  Jnne,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot* 

4- 

JamcfHenxyy            ... 

34lhJune,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

6 

Duby  Cuiiiody»         ... 

84th  Jnne,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

6 

PMiick  McDennk,      - 

34th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

7 

jMDoa  Carej»              ,        .        . 

84th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

8 

James  Givant             ... 

34tli  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

9 

Hindren  Andanon»     «       .       . 

34th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

10 

John  Mackey,             ... 

34th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

11 

Thomas  Stewart, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  fool. 

18 

Bobert  Maxwell, 

24th  Jnne,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

1 

13 

Matthew  Flagherty,    - 

34th  Jnne,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

14 

Jamea  Miller,              ... 

34th  Junei  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

15 

Jamea  Scott,                ... 

34th  Jnne,  1813^ 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

1 

16 

Hugh  McOruire,          ... 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

17 

Edward  Cranney,       ... 

24th  June,  1813, 

6th  regiment  of  foot. 

18 

Andrew  Coke,             ... 

24th  Jnne,  1818, 

6th  regiment  of  foot 

19 

O.  McHendriek, 

24th  Jnne,  1818> 

let  light  artiUeiy. 

N 

20 

Thomaa  Taggart,        ... 

24tti  Jnnet  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

1 

»I 

Thomaa  6.  Newland, ... 

24th  June*  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

w 

S3 

J.  Fitxpatriok,             .       •       - 
JameajLomy,              ... 

24«h  June,  1613, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

"S 

88 

24th  Jnne,  1813, 

I4th  regiment  of  foot 

1 

84 

Micfaael  Wayna^         .       •       • 

24di  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

86 

JohnLyneh,              .... 

24th  Jnne,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

•  % 

86 

ThomM  Clayton,       ... 

2401  June.  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

27 

Jamea  Eimia>             ... 

24th  June,  1813, 

l4th  regiment  of  foot. 

•* 

Sf 

8g 

Barney  Hoy,              ... 

34th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

89 

Major  Watflon»           ... 

34th  June,  1813> 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

80 

Matthew  Campbell,    - 

24th  Juna,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

%• 

31 

John  Napemay,          ... 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

33 

William  MelTm,         -       - 

24th  Xune,  1818, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

83 

William  McRoy, 

24th  June»  1813, 

14th  regiment  ^  foot. 

1" 

34 

Edward  ETana,           ... 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

• 

36 

Charlea  McKeever,     ... 

24th  June,  iai3» 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

*• 
^ 

86 

Charlea  Dencon,         ... 

24th  Jnne,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

1 

37 

Edward  Denmade^      ... 

24th  June»  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

38 

George  Courtney,       ... 

24th  June»  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

:« 

89 

William  Sloin, 

24th  June,  1818, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

'& 

40 

Archibald  Patterson,  .        .        • 

24th  June»  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

m 

41 

Robert  Norton#           ... 

24th  Jun^  1813, 

6th  regiment  of  foot 

.s 

48 

Edward  Goman, 

24lh  June,  1818, 

6th  regiment  of  foot 

land 

43 

Dominifik  Cannoo*     ... 

24th  Jnne,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

44 

Jamea  Hitnttt,           ... 

24th  June,  1813, 

6th  regiment  of  foot. 

9 

46 

Jamea  Brown,            ... 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

» 

46 

John  Barlow,              ... 

34th  June,  1813, 

6th  regiment  of  foot. 

3 

47 

William  KeUy, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

1 

48 

Patrick  Cahoe, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

49 

John  Eagan,               ... 
Samuel  Uray,             ... 

24th  June,  1813, 

1st  regiment  of  foot 

'^. 

50 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

51 

William  McBrer, 

24th  Jnne,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

52 

John  Smith,               ... 

2ith  Jnne,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

53 

John  Todd, 

24th  Jnne,  1818, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

54 

Geofge  McMnllen,      ... 

24th  Jnne,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

56 

Charlea  KeBey, 

24tii  Jnne,  1813, 

14th  tegimant  of  foot 

56 

John  Smiely,              ... 

24tfa  Jnne,  1818, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

57 

Benj.  MoOenagahy,    -       - 

24th  Jnne,  18I8» 

\4Ak  rf«iment  of  foot 

58 

Con.  O'ICeil,               -        -       - 

241k  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot . 

58 

JdhnFannay,             -       -       - 

24th  Jnne,  1813, 

14th  regimant  of  foot 

W.  MILLER,  Agmt  far  FrUonen  of  W». 
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Eztitet  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barday  to 
the  GommiBflary  General  of  Prieonere,  dated 

October  3, 1813. 

I  b&ye  prepared  an  extract  of  that  letter  [froin 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  oT  22d 
September]  to  be  sent  with  one  from  me  to  Lieu- 
tenant Miller,  His  Majesty's  agent  for  prisoners 
at  Halifax,  requesting  him  to  inform  me  whether 
the  American  prisoners  confined  in  the  town  jail 
at  that  place  are  treated  in  the  manner  it  has  been 
reported  to  you,  and  stating  the  nature  of  the  con- 
finement and  treatment  the  British  prisoners  ex- 
perience who  are  held  under  retaliatory  orders 
from  this  Grovernment.  I  cannot  persuade  myself 
they  are  put  in  such  places  as  those  you  describe, 
because  Mr.  Miller  writes  me  they  are  confined 
in  the  town  jail.  If  they  were  immured  in  cells 
under  ground,  I  think  he  would  have  so  expressed 
himself. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to  the 
Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

October  4,  1613. 

I  assure  yon  that  I  had  no  information  of  the 
sending,  or  the  intentionof  sending,  the  American 

Erisonersfrom  Clnebec  to  Halifax,  until  I  received 
lieutenant  Miller's  letter  on  the  subject,  and  I 
did  not  delay  a  moment  to  communicate  to  you 
an  event  equally  opposed  to  my  inclination  and 
yours.  I,  however,  am  convinced  Sir  George  had 
good  reasons  for  the  measures.  I  do  not  know  of 
any  other  prisoners  having  been  sent  to  England 
than  those  specified  in  the  two  lists  enclosed  to 
you  on  the  1st  instant.  These  were,  or  at  least 
are  stated  to  be,  native  subjects  of  His  Majesty. 
It  is  not  to  be  credited  that  bona  Jide  American 
citizens,  prisoners  of  war,  unless  under  very  spe- 
cial circumstances,  will  be  seat  to  England. 


Extract  of  a  letter  firom  the  Commissaiy  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  'Hiomas  Barday,  dated 

October  9, 1813. 

Your  several  lettars  of  the  Ist,  3d,  and  4th  of 
this  month  have  been  received.  With  respect  to 
the  seamen  and  soldiers  (American)  sent  from 
Halifax  to  England,  whose  case  I  stated  in  my 
letter  of  the  22d  September,  and  lists  of  whom 
you  have  sent  me,  I  will  at  present  only  remark, 
that,  as  to  the  fifty-nine  soldiers,  I  am  by  no 
means  prepared  to  admit  that  they  were  deserters 
from  the  jBritish  service  when  they  enlisted  in 
ours.  The  list  even  which  you  sena  does  not  so 
state  it,  but  as  to  part;  and,  in  the  next  place, 
when  the  prisoners  of  either  party  are  taken  from 
the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners,  are  sent  ofi)  or  are 
confined,  or  rigidly  treated,  under  any  plea,  the 
other  has  a  right  to  expect  more  full  and  satis- 
factory evidence  than  such  as  you  exhibit.  Mr. 
Mitchell,  our  agent  at  HaliCax,  applied  in  vain  to 
have  these  men  examined,  or  some  evidence  ad* 
duced  resnecting  them.  Again,  what  has  been 
furnished  by  your  agents  is  contradictory  in  itself. 
The  list  furnished  Mr.  Mitchell  at  Halifax  is 
headed,  "  Return  of  soldiers  taken  in  arras  in 


Upper  Canada,  beLonging  to  the  United  Stafas'. 
Army,  who  have  delivered  themselves  up  as  Brit- 
ish subjects."    In  the  list  yon  have  ranishedy 
that  plea  is  abandoned,  and  they  are  called,  in 
part  at  least,  deserters.    I  beg  leave  to  refer  yoa 

Ss  you  have  the  correspondence)  to  the  letter  of 
r.  Mitchell  to  Mr.  Miller,  of  the  lat  of  Septem- 
ber, where  he  remonstrates  on  this  subject,  and 
states  that  one  of  the  soldiers  he  had  conversed 
with,  and  the  only  one  he  had  aeen,  claimed  to 
be  an  American,  named  the  State  and  county  in 
which  he  was  bom,  and  entreated  his  interference. 
On  the  list  of  the  one  hundred  and  one  seamen, 
American  prisoners,  sent  off  to  Bngland,  you  ad- 
mit that  against  eighty-three  you  know  of  no 
charge ;  you  apprehend  they  have  given  them- 
selves up  as  British  subjects.  You  state  that 
three  are  supposed  to  be  British  subjects^  and  that 
fifteen  have  been  twice  taken  in  arms. 

You  cannot  certainly  apprehend  that  Amerwan 
citizens,  native  or  naturalized,  would  give  them- 
selves up  as  British  subjects^  and  it  is  almost  as 
difficult  to  suppose  that  a  British  subject,  if  there 
were  such  taken  in  arms  a^inst  his  country, 
would  voluntarily  discover  himself.  These  are 
self-evident  propositions,  about  which  no  aign- 
ment  is  necessary. 

If  there  were  any  taken  twice  in  arms^  a  tI«a^ 
ment  different  from  that  to  ordinary  prisoners  was 
to  have  been  expected ;  but  we  dam,  and  aball 
insist  on  beinff  furnished  with,  the  circnmstaaces 
attending  each  case,  as  I  furnished  you,  in  the 
case  of  Midshtpnran  Lightbody,  in  my  letter  of 
the  13th  of  Jirae,  that  an  opportunity  may  be 
afforded  of  examining  into  the  facts ;  and,  nalil 
such  information  is  given,  it  must  be  considered 
that  these  men  so  detained  are  unjustly  treated 
by  your  officers. 

I  shall  probably  soon  have  some  cases  of  a  simr 
ilar  kind  to  bring  to  your  notice,  and  I  solicit 
your  attention  to  the  course  to  be  adopted,  as  well 
as  to  proofs  as  to  treatment. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissaiy  General  of 
Prisoners  to  the  Mardial  of  Massachusetts,  dated 

Wabbington,  October  11, 1813. 

Sir  :  Since  the  date  of  mj  letter  of  the  S8th 
September,  directing  the  confinement,  and  its  par- 
ticular manner  in  each  case,  of  six  oflSMsers  and  one 
hundred  seamen,  I  have  received  letters  from  our 
agent,  Mr.  Mitchell,  at  Halifax,  dated  the  12th  of 
September,  by  which  I  find  the  nature  of  the 
confinement  of  the  six  officers  and  ten  of  the 
Chesapeake's  crew,  which  I  then  described  to 
you,  although  yet  inhumanly  rigid,  is  somewhat 
changed.  The  foUowinff  is  the  passage  of  his 
letter  on  the  sobiect :  **  I  visited,  to-day,  the  jail 
and  prison  at  Melville  island.  I  found  the  six 
officers  removed  to  the  upper  part  of  the  jail ;  the 
room  is  tolerable,  though  small  for  six  pemns, 
who  are  allowed  no  exercise  out  of  it.  The  tea 
of  the  Chesapeake^  crew  are  still  in  the  cells,  bat 
are  allowed  to  walk  in  the  yard  in  the  day,  while 
sentinels  attend.  The  allowance  of  the  whole  k 
the  same  as  at  Melville  island."    I  understand. 
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bf  this,  tkat  the  six  American  officers  of  pri? a- 
tcers  and  merchantman  have  been  taken  out  of 
the  dungeon  and  put  into  a  small  npper  room, 
and  there  constantly  kept;  and  that  the  two  un- 
der officers  and  eiffht  men  of  the  Chesapeake  are 
still  confined  in  the  same  dungeons  before  de- 
scribed to  you,  but  are  allowed  to  walk  occasion- 
ally in  the  day,  under  guard.  You  are,  therefore, 
now  requested,  sir,  to  make  the  mvde  of  confine- 
ment^ as  nearly  as  possible,  of  th^  six  officers  and 
ten  under  officers  and  crew  of  the  Boxer,  directed, 
in  m^  order  of  the  28th,  to  be  as  nearly  as  .possi- 
ble similar,  for  each  class,  to  that  described  in  the 
foregoing  extract  from  Mr.  Mitchell. 


Office  Comm'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 
Washington,  October  12, 1813. 

Sir  :  This  will  instruct  you,  bv  order  of  the 
President,  to  designate,  immediately  on  reception 
of  this  letter,  fifty-nine  prboners.  British  subjects, 
in  your  custody,  soldiers  or  marines,  not  of  the 
militia,  and  the  first  in  preference,  if  you  have  as 
many,  whom  you  will  separate  from  the  ordinary 
prisoners,  place  in  close  confinement,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent certainly  the  means  of  escape;  and  you  will 
so  hold  them,  subject  to  further  orders  from  this 
office,  as  hostages,  to  answer  for  the  safety  and 
proper  treatment  of  fifty-nine  of  our  prisoners, 
solaiers,  unjustifiably  lately  sent,  in  confinement, 
from  Halifax  to  England.  In  making  your  desig- 
nation for  this  purpose,  if  you  hold  more  than  the 
requisite  number  of  soldiers,  (many  of  whom,  I 
understand,  served  as  marines  on  board  the  fleet 
lately  captured  on  the  lake,)  you  will  designate 
by  lot ;  and  so,  too,  with  the  marines,  if  you  have 
recourse  to  them  next  in  order.  When  you  have 
completed  your  designation,  yon  will  make  an 
immediate  return  to  this  office,  descriptive  of 
names,  corps  to  which  belonging,  where  cap- 
tured, dbc. 

You  will  inform  the  unfortunate  men,  so  se- 
lected and  confined,  fully  of  the  cause  of  this 
measure.  You  will  issue  to  them  the  same  ra- 
tionsj  dbc,  allowed  to  other  prisoners;  and  you 
wiU  m  no  way  make  their  treatment  more  rigid, 
at  this  time,  than  may  be  necessary  to  prevent 
escape.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  MASON. 

Thomas  Steele,  Esq. 

Deputy  Marshal  of  Ohio. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Mitchell,  Esq^  United 
States'  agent  for  pvisoners  of  war  in  Nova  Scotia,  Is 
die  Commissary  Geneial  of  Piisoneis. 

Sherwood,  near  Halifax, 

October  18, 1813. 

I  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received 
yesterday  from  Lieutenant  Miller,  agent  for  pris- 
oners here,  dated  the  17th. 

You  will  perceive  he  reverts  back  to  my  letter 
and  inquiry,  dated  the  4th,  in  order  to  communi- 
cate the  intention  of  the  Commander-in-chief  to 
send  to  England  the  major  part  of  the  prisoners 
at  this  station ;  here,  then,  we  have,  without  dis- 
guisei  the  intentions  of  the  Oommander*in-chtef, 


and  we,  I  presume,  will  take  measures  aceord- 
ingly,  and  efficient  ones. 

Our  people  are  at  present  very  sickly  at  Mel« 
ville  island ;  there  are  daily  deaths ;  the  climate 
is  very  inimical  to  our  people,  especially  such  as 
are  anywise  inclined  to  complaints  in  the  breast ; 
and  the  troops  from  Canada  have  suffered  much 
from  diarrhoea  here ;  there  are  of  them  from  ^C" 
teen  to  twenty  constantly  in  the  hospital.  We 
have  lost  above  thirty  persons  within  a  month 

East ;  and  there  are  afty*six  persons  now  in  the 
ospitals,  and,  from  appearances,  [the  15th]  most 
of  tnem  dangerouslv  ill.  In  general,  they  are  in 
good  spirits,  and  ail  preferrin|f  to  suffer,  rather 
than  our  Government  to  suffer  itself  to  be  dictated 
to,  or  to  sacrifice  any  right. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Miller,  agent  for 
BritiBh  prisoners,  to.  John  Mitchell,  Eiq.,  agent  for 
American  prisoners  at  Halifax. 

October  17,  1813. 

I  have  also  communed  with  the  Commander* 
in-chief  on  that  part  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  in- 
stant, wherein  you  request  to  be  informed  whether 
there  is  any  prospect  of  a  cartel  being  sent  from 
hence  to  the  U nited  States  with  prisoners  of  war, 
and  what  number  will  probably  be  sent  before 
Winter  sets  in. 

I  am  directed  to  state,  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  present  measures  adopted  by  the  American 
Government  towards  British  prisoners  of  war, 
and  their  detention  in  various  parts  of  the  United 
States,  contrary  to  the  stipulated  agreement  in 
the  cartel,  he  is  determined  to  send  the  major 
part  of  those  now  in  my  custody  to  England,  at 
soon  as  the  transports  arrive  from  Cluebec. 


Mr.  Mason  to  Colonel  Barclay. 

Offioe  Comm'rt  Gen'l  op  Pribonbrs, 
Wabbinoton,  Nov.  23, 1813. 

Sir  :  When  you  were  lately  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, I  communicated  to  yon,  personally,  that 
retaliatory  measures  had  been  resorted  to  by  this 
Government  for  certain  highly  unjustifiable  acts 
of  your  officers  at  Halifax,  stated  at  large  in  my 
letter,  to  you  of  the  33d  of  September. 

I  now  transmit  you  two  returns  from  the  Mar- 
shal of  Massachusetts ;  one  of  one  hundred  and 
one  British  maritime  prisoners  of  war,  designated 
and  confined  to  answer  in  their  persons  for  the 
proper  treatment  and  safety  of  one  hundred  and 
one  American  maritime  prisoners  of  war,  enu- 
merated in  the  same  return,  taken  from  the  ordi- 
nary state  of  prisoners  at  Halifax,  and  sent  to 
England  for  trial;  and  one  of  sixteen  British 
maritime  prisoners  of  war,  confined,  six  in  close 
custody,  and  ten  in  dungeons,  as  hostages  in  like 
manner,  and  in  retaliation  for  similar  severity  in- 
flicted on  sixteen  American  maritime  prisoners, 
also  there  described.  Orders  have  been  given  to 
designate  and  confine,  separately  from  the  other 
non-paroled  prisoners,  fifty-nine  British  soldiera. 
prisoners  of  war  at  Chilicothe,  in  the  State  ox 
Ohio,  to  be  held  to  answer  for  the  safety  and 
I  proper  treatment  of  fifty-nine  American  soldtera 
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Mftt  to  England- from  Halifax  in  Angosl  last,  in 
the  manner  before  mentioned.  As  to  our  mari* 
time  prisoners,  relative  to  whom  returns  have  not 
yet  been  received,  as  soon  as  they  come  in  a  copy 
shall  be  famished  to  yon. 

As  the  settled  determination  of  this  Govern- 
ment, on  subjects  of  this  natore,  has  been  already 
more  than  once  made  known  to  yon,  I  shall,  on 
this  occasion,  make  bat  few  remarks.  In  mj  let- 
ter of  the  9th  of  October,  I  adverted  to  the  singn- 
lar  heading  used  by  your  ofllcers,  and  then  for  the 
first  time  resorted  to,  which  was  placed  over  the 
returns  of  our  prisoners,  designated  for  the  pur- 
poses before  mentioned,  declaring  that  they  had 
given  themselves  up  as  British  subjects.  This  I 
then  insisted,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
carried  with  it  its  own  contradiction. 

First,  protesting  against  any  construction  which 
may  be  used,  in  the  most  remote  degree  to  throw 
the  proofs  in  such  cases  on  this  Government,  and 
against  all  commitment  as  to  the  description  of 
persons  captnred  in  qur  service,  whom  it  may 
deem  proper  to  claim  and  defend,  I  have  now  to 
ioforin  you  sir,  that  I  have  in  my  possession  the 
means,  of  showing  the  falsity  of  that  declaration, 
hy  documents  of  the  most  minute  and  unquesr 
uonaUe  kind,  establishing  the  birth,  within  die 
United  States,  of  verv  many  of  our  prisoneca  so 
designated  and  described,(a) 

But.  sir.  these  are  not  the  only  caees  in  which 
it  is  j^lainly  shown  how  the  ooadnct  of  your  offi- 
cers)  in  seizing  and  separating  our  captured  men 
from  the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners,  ana  subjecting 
theia  to  long  and  painful  confinement,  has  stood 
self-condcimped  on  their  own  assumed  grotmd. 
I  will  instance^  among  many  that  might  be  cited, 
the  cases  of  five  at  least  of  the  six  men  from  the 
crew  of  the  Nautilus ;  the  six  men  of  the  crew  of 
the  privateer  Sarah  Ann,  thus  taken,  long  held, 
and  finally  diachar£ed ;  and  the  twelve  men  of 
the  cr«w  of  the  Wasii,  taken  and  held  in  like 
manner)  three  of  whom  have  fi^llen  a  sacrifice  to, 
and  diod  during,  severe  confinement,  and  the  re- 
maining nine,  as  you  havjs  informed  me,  are  at 
length  restore  to  the  ordinar]r  state  of  prisoneia  in 
Halifax  for  exchange.  In  this  last  instance  I  r^ 
fer  you,  sir,  to  the  letter  from  Commodore  Beres- 
ford  to  Admiral  Warren,  of  which  I  furnished 
you  a  copv,  and  in  which  he  states,  explicitly, 
that  h^  haa  designaied  and  detained  them  merely 
on  suspicion,  and  because  our  officers  could  not, 
of  their  own  knowledge,  dedace  thpit  they  were 
native  born  Americans. 
.  I  have. the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

J.  MASON. 

Col.  Tnoa*  Barclay,  dbc. 

(a)  Note  hy  the  Commisaary  GmtralofPrudntTM* 

Documents  have  been  already  lodged  in  this 
oflice  which  prove  that,  of  the  one  hundred  and 
one  seamen,  shown  in  the  list  furnished  the  Amer- 
ican agent  at  Halifax,  by  Lieutenant  Miller,  th^ 
British  agent  for  prisoners,  in  his  letter  of  the  1st 
September,  to  be  sent  to  Bngland  as  British  sub* 
jects,  forty  were  born  in  the  United  States,  m 
enumerated  below.     Respecting  the  i^me  to  I 


which  this  (t)  is  aflbsed,  see  Colonel  Baicla^^ 
letter  of  the  Ist  October.      , 

1.  Thomas  Coston,  Northampton,  Viig^ik 

5.  John  Carles,  HUlsboroogh,  New  Hampshire. 

7.  John  Machahan,  New  Jersey. 

14.  Joseph  Wood,  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

Ifi.  Nathaniel  Holden«  Gloucester,  Massachu- 
setts. 

17.  Charles  Kingman,  Boston,  Mattiacfansctts, 
12th  February,  1797. 

tl8.  Robert  Barker,  alias  Parker,  Dnnyers,  Maa- 
sachnsetts,  certificate  of  citizenship  dated  16tJi  Au- 
gust, 1797. 

22.  Nathaniel  Westtm,  Salem,  Mnawichnaptt^ 
2d  February,  1793. 

23.  Charles  Greene,  Newburyport.  Massachu- 
setts^ 17th  September,  1792. 

25.  Benjamin  Hill,  Salem,  Massachusetts,  11th 
December,  1791. 

28.  William  Clarke,  Marblehead,  MaasaeJkn- 
setts,  30th  September,  1789,  baptized. 

26.  Daniel  Ropes,  Salem.  Masaachusetu. 

30.  John  Forbes,  Salem,  Massachusetts,  3d  Oc- 
tober, 1784,  baptized. 
34.  George  Lawrence,  Salem,  Massnchosetts. 

37.  Joseph  Clootman,  Marblehead,  Massachu- 
setts, 24th  March,  1793,  baptized. 

38.  John  Widger,  Baarblehead,  Massachnsetts, 
baptized  8th  May,  1783. 

39.  Peter  Melzard,  Bdburblehead,  Massachojettai 
baptized  29th  September,  1703.  t 

41.  John  A.Clothy,Marbleliead.Massaehttaets. 
43.  R.  M.  Russell,  Marblehead,  Massachasetts. 

45.  Jesse  Qoss,  Marblehead,  Biassachoaetts,  bnp« 
tized  3d  April,  1796. 

46.  William  Clothy,  MarUehead,  Afaasachu- 
setts,  certificate  of  citizenship  13th  April,  1790L 

47.  Josiah  Pettinghall,  Dan  vers,  Bfassachnsetts^ 
2l8t  January,  1796. 

48.  John  Tarlton,  Newcastle,  Maine,  certificate 
of  citizenship  5th  February,  1806. 

49.  Isaac  McKenny,  Scarborough,  Maia^  cer- 
tificate of  citizenship  11th  November,  1811. 

50.  John  Vamey,  Wells,  Maine,  13th  October, 
1798. 

51.  Samuel  Moore,  Camden.  Maine. 

53.  Abraham  Francis,  Marblehead.  Ifassachu- 
setti^  12th  June,  1799. 

56.  James  Andrews,  Boston,  Massachus^li, 
30th  January,  1792. 

58.  John  Card,  Newcastle,  Maine,  certificate  of 
citizenship  28th  April,  1812. 

59.  Robert  Holbrooke  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp* 
shire,  ceriiAcate.  of  citizenship  6th  Aofust,  ISVL 

60.  Henry.  Pitman,  Porlamouth,  New  flninp- 
shire,  1790« 

61.  John  Marshnlli  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, certificate  of  citizenship  12th  Marchii  1811. 

62.  Pelere  Mclntirc,  Alfred,  Maine,  cntififiale 
of  citizenship  16th  Auffust,  1797. 

63.  Jeremiah  Drisco,Portsmouth,  N«w  Hamp- 
shire, certificate  of  citizenship  22d  March.  1M9> 

64.  Rphraim  Cross.  Andove?,  MassachMtl^ 
certificate  of  citizenship  11th  July,  1801. 

67.  James  Hunter,  Boston,  Massach«8etli|0sr- 
tificite  of  citizenship  5th  Qctobei^  ISpl. 
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70.  James  Richardson,  Wobnrn,  Massachusetts, 
certifitate  of  eitizenship  9th  August,  1805. 

71.  Elisha  Smith,  Beverly,  Massachusetts,  bap- 
tized 25th  May,  1777. 

94.  William  F.  Brown,  Salem,  Massachusetts ; 
baptized  7th  October,  1792 :  certificate  1st  Octo- 
ber, 1812. 


95.  John  Cook,  Salem,  Massachusetts,  certifi- 
te  of  citizenship  30th  May,  1806.- 
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Colonel  Barclay  to  Mr.  Mason. 

Harlem,  November  30, 1813. 

Sir :  I  have  receiyed  your  letter  of  the  24th  in- 
stant, with  copies  of  two  lists  from  the  Marshal 
of  Massachusetts ;  the  first  exhibiting  the  names 
of  one  hundred  and  one  British  maritime  prison- 
ers of  war,  designated  and  confined,  as  you  inform 
me,  to  answer  in  their  persons  for  the  proper  treat- 
ment and  safety  of  one  hundred  and  one  Ameri- 
can maritime  prisoners^  enumerated  in  the  same 
list,  taken  from  the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners  at 
Halifax,  and  sent  to  England  for  trial ;  the  second 
list  details  the  names  ofsixteen  other  British  sea- 
men, prisoners,  confined,  six  of  them  in  close  cus- 
tody, and  ten  in  dungeons,  as  hostages,  in  like 
manner,  and  in  retaliation  for  similar  severity  in- 
flicted on  sixteen  American  seamen,  prisoners, 
therein  described. 

.  You  acquaint  me,  at  the  same  time,  that  orders 
have  been  given  to  designate  and  confine,  sepa- 
rately from  the  non-paroled  other  prisoners,  fiity- 
nine  British  soldiers,  prisoners  at  Chilicothe,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  to  be  held  to  answer  for  the 
saf^y  nnd  proper  treatment  of  a  similar  number 
of  American  soldiers  sent  to  England  from  Hali- 
fax, relative  to  whom  returns  had  not  yet  been 
received,  but  that  when  they  came  in  a  copy 
triiould  be  sent  aae. 

I  mm  aaaeh  ebligad  to  you  for  the  list  sent,  and 
will  thank  you  for  a  copy  of  the  third  list  when 
you  receive  theotfginal. 

I  have  more  than  once  stated  to  you,  sir,  that 
I  had  been  directed  by  my  Government  to  abstain 
from  Intermeddling  on  these  unpleasant  national 
points,  but  to  leave  them  to  be  discussed  andar 
mneed  by  the  two  Qovernments. 

If  your  Government,  as  you  bint,  is  in  posses^ 
sion  of  any  documents  that  may  tend  to  the  release 
of  any  Aaaericans  confined  in  a  special  manner, 
«nd  feels  inclined  to  communicate  them  to  His 
Majesty's  Ministers,  or  to  Admiral  Sir  John 
Warren,  I  will  with  pleasure  transmit  them. 

I  refrain  making  any  rettiarks  on  several  ex- 
pressions you  have  used  in  your  letter;  it  is  prob- 
able, had  you  re-examined  the  letter,  you  wtmld 
cither  have  omitted  or  softened  them.  Harrii  ex- 
pressions tend  to  irritate,  not  to  eonvtnce. 

Were  I  aothorized  to  enter  upon  the  subject  of 
Toor  remarin,  I  should  state,  as  known  and  ae- 
xnowled^ed  principles,  that  a  sovereign  has  a 
rieht  to  inquire,  by  the  ordinary  process  of  law, 
whether  any  of  the  persons  made  prisoners  during 
war,  by  his  forces,  naval  or  military,  are  his  suf 
jeets,  and,  on  conviction,  to  punish  them  accord 
iDgly;  that  reasonable  smpicion  was      '^  ' 


ground  to  direct  an  inquiry ;  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  His  Majesty'^  officers  to  apprehend  and  send 
to  England  for  trial  all  such  prisoners  as  there 
were  strong  reasons  to  believe  were  native  sub- 
jects of  His  Majesty.  I  should,  at  the  same  time, 
acquaint  you  that  on  such  trials  the  onueprobandi 
lay  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  and  that  evi- 
dence on  the  part  of  the  prisoner  could  only  be 
necessary  to  rebut  other  testimony. 

I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  conveyances 
to  transmit  to  His  Majesty's  commissioners,  and 
to  the  Admiral-in-chief,  copies  of  your  letter,  and 
of  the  list  above-mentioned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason. 


Bxtract  of  a  letlsr  from  Gohnrel  Utotnss  Barclay  tsiSis 
Commissaiy  Oenersl  of  Prisoners. 

December  9, 1813. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  letter  to  me  of  the  22d 
of  September,  in  which  you  communicate  the 
information  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  American  agent 
for  prisoners  of  war  at  Halifax,  had  detailed  to 
you,  respecting  the  treatment  of  sixteen  Ameri- 
can prisoners,  placed  in  close  confinement  at  Hal- 
ifax, on  principles  of  retaliation,  I  remarked  in 
my  reply^  that  although  I  would  not  hazard,  from 
want  of  information,  to  contradict  Mr.  Mitchell's 
assertions,  still  that  I  could  not  crive  credit  to 
themj  as  they  differed  so  materially  from  Rear 
Admiral  Qrimth's  and  Lieutenant  Milier*s  repre- 
sentation. 

Anxious  to  ohcain  satisfiictory  information  on 
this  point,  I  mTatled  myself  of  the  eariiest  infor- 
mation to  request  of.  Lieutenant  Miller  a  correct 
and  particular  description  of  the  places  in  whkdi 
tbesesixteen  Americans  were  confined  in  the  town 
jail  of  Halifhx,  and  the  treatment  they  receive, 
together  with  a  eeneral  description  of  the  prison- 
ship  «nd  hospital  at  Melville  island,  where  ordi- 
nary prisoners  of  war  are  confined*  By  thesame 
conveyance,  I  requested  a  mercantile  frtend  of 
mine  to  visit  the  jail  where  the  sixteen  American 
prisoners  were  confined,  examine  their  aparlneats, 
and  nunutely  to  inspect  the  prisftn-ship  and  ima- 
pilal  at  Melville  island. 

I  yesterday  received  Lieutenant  Miller's  official 
answer,  eko  a  private  letter  from  my  friend,  es- 
tracts  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you. 
I  also  enclose  an  extract  of  that  part  of  your  letter 
lo  me  of  the  28d  September,  in  which  you  com- 
ttunieate  the  statement  which  Mr.  Mitchell  had 
transmitted  to  you  of  the  dungeons,  dark  and  im- 
pure  Receptacles  of  wretchedness,  dbc.  in  which 
sixteen  prisoners  were  confined.  You  will  he 
pleased  to  contrast  the  whole  together,  and  diaw 
inch  conclusions  therefrom  as  the  respective  doo- 
uraeots  merit. 

I  b^  you  will  notice  particularly  the  enclosed 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Sheriff  of  Halifax  to 
Ltieutenant  Miller,  on  the  subject  of  the  rooms  in 
which  the  prisoners  were  confined,  and  a  copy  of 
Mr.  MitcbelPs  letter  to  Lieuienant  Miller,  in 
which  he  acknowMgea  that  the  removal  of  the 
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prisoners  from  the  rooms  in  which  thejr  were 
confined  in  the  jail  to  the  common  prison  on 
MeWilie  island,  ^*  was  a  change  not  for  the  bet- 
ter.'' With  respect  to  the  prison  on  Melville 
island,  or  the  treatment  the  prisoners  received 
there,  I  do  not  recollect  your  havins  at  any  time 
made  complaint.  I  have  personally  examined 
several  American  prisoners  on  the  subject,  who 
expressed  their  satisfaction  as  to  the  place  and 
treatment,  and  observed  that  confinement  and  a 
scanty  allowance  were  all  they  complained  of. 
The  prisoners,  from  Mr.  Mitchell's  account,  ap- 
pear to  regret  the  "  dark  and  impure  receptacles 
of  wretchedness"  they  have  left,  which  they  pre- 
fer to  the  pleasant,  healthy,  and  comfortable  island 
on  which  they  are  now  confined.  For  this  ex- 
change  they  are  wholly  indebted  to  Mr.  Mitchell. 

Copy  of  a  letter  firom  Mr.  Mitchell  to  Lieutenant  Miller, 

dated 

Sherwood,  November  3, 1813. 
Sir  :  I  was  honored  with  your  letter  oi  the  25th 
ultimo,  informing  me  of  the  removal  of  the  Amer- 
ican prisoners  from  the  town  jail  to  the  prison- 
ship  at  Melville  island,  and  that  removal  I  pre- 
sumed would  have  been  an  amelioration  of  tneir 
situation ;  but  on  visit! ag  them  yesterday,  I 
learned  from  them  that  their  situation  is  worse 
than  the  town  lail,  except  the  indulgence  of  the 
prison-yard  and  of  seeing  their  fellow-prisoners ; 
on  the  whole,  the  change  for  them  is  not  a  change 
for  the  better. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JOHN  MITCHELL. 

Halifax,  November  8, 1813. 
Mt  Dear  Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request.  I,  on 
the  6th  instant,  went  through  the  jail,  and  every 
part  of  the  prisott*shij),  other  jails,  and  hospitals 
for  the  prisoners.  I  round  that  ewery  part  of  the 
jail  was  perfectly  dry  and  comfortable ;  there  are 
no  dungeons ;  the  rooms  where  the  Americans 
were  confined  are  about  twelve  feet  by  seven,  a 
window  opening  to  fresh  air,  and  another  In  the 
door,  which  communicates  with  a  large  haU.  The 
jail  is  in  a  high  part  of  the  town,  andthese  rooms 
are  about  two-thirds  below  the  surface  of  the 
^ound.  The  room  the  officers  were  confined  in 
M  in  the  second  story,  twenty  feet  by  twelve,  two 
windows,  with  fine  prospects.  From  nine  in  the 
morning  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  prisoners 
were  permitted  the  free  use  of  a  laige  yard ;  rath- 
er, indeed,  a  field.  In  consequence  of  the  &lse 
statements  in  the  American  newspapers,  I  am 
informed  those  prisoners  who  were  in  the  jail  are 
now  on  board  the  prison-ship.  From  the  jail  I 
went  to  Melville  island,  where  the  prison-ehip 
lies,  and  on  which  the  prisons,  dbc.,  are  erected ; 
it  is  a  beautiful  little  island,  surrounded  by  salt 
water,  which  supplies  an  abundance  and  Tariet^ 
of  fish ;  the  situation  must  be  as  healthy  as  any 
in  the  world.  I  first  went  through  the  prison- 
ship,  which  is  rery  large,  and  kept  in  much  better 
order  than  I  could  have  anticipated.  She  is  com- 
pletely housed  orer,  by  which  means  they  hare 
tiers  of  apartments  abore  water,  and  she  is  up- 
wards of  six  feet  clear  between  the  beams.    No 


prisoners  are  kept  in  that  part  of  the  ship  below 
water,  and  a  great  part  of  the  day  the  {msoners 
are  on  shore  in  the  open  air,  when  the  weather 
permits.  I  then  went  to  the  hospital  room,  which 
IS  in  the  upper  part  of  a  high  building,  where 
they  have  as  much  air  as  they  please. 

lam,  with  respect,  sir,  your  ob't.  servant. 
Colonel  Thomas  Baeclat,  dbc. 

Halifax,  November  24, 1813. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  day,  request- 
ing to  be  informed  of  the  state  and  condition  of 
the  apartment  assigned  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
several  prisoners  ofwar,  ordered  to  be  held  in  the 
county  jail  in  September  last,  I  beg  leave  to  ob- 
serve, tfa[fit  the  apartments  allotted  to  them  were 
in  ererv  respect  suitable,  and  sufficiently  large 
and  well  ventilated,  and  eyery  possible  indulgence 
granted  to  them  during  their  confinement,  which 
was  consistent  with  their  situation.  And  I  must 
b^  leave  to  observe,  when  they  understood  that 
they  were  to  return  to  Melville  island,  they  ex- 
pressed their  sorrow  at  being  removed,  and  ac- 
knowledged, in  my  presence,  the  indulgence 
which  they  had  received  from  the  jailer  and  his 
family.  The  first  two  or  three  days  ailer  they 
came  to  the  jail,  we  were  obliged  to  keep  them 
rather  more  closely  confined  than  they  were  af- 
terwards, when  three  apartments  were  allotted  to 
them,  and  the  use  of  tne  entry  for  those  below; 
and  the  privateersmen  were  put  into  a  room  by 
themselves,  up  stairs,  sufficiently  large  for  their 
accommodation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JONES  FAWSON, 
Sheriff  of  tke  Onmiy  ofEaH^ax. 

Lieut.  Miller,  Agent  for  Prisoners^  ^ 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Miller,  agent  fiir 

British  prisoners  at  Hali&x,  to  Cofenel  Thomas 

Barclay,  dated 

Notbmber  S4»  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  5th  ultimo,  enclosing  me  aa 
extract  taken  from  Qeneral  Mason's,  daiM  Wash- 
ington, 22d  September,  1813.  and  beg  leave  to 
transmit  herewith,  for  your  better  infonnaUon, 
the  following  particulars,  which  will  evidently 
confute  the  authenticity  of  said  extract. 

Description  of  the  town  jail,  Tiz :  dimensions 
of  each  cell,  eleven  by  seven  feet  eight  inches ; 
seTcn  feet  four  inches  high;  windows,  twenty* 
four  by  seventeen  inches;  another  in  the  door 
nine  inches  square,  toother  with  bein^  allowed 
a  free  intercourse  during  the  night,  with  a  pna» 
sage  of  thirtv  bv  five  feet  and  eight  feet  high,  at 
the  end  of  which  is  a  window  of  twenty-four  by 
seventeen  inches,  with  the  use  of  other  cells  ot 
the  abore  dimensions,  and  windows  as  before  de- 
scribed, were  the  places  where  ten  prisoners  were 
confined  from  four  in  the  afternoon  until  nine 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  six  officers  were  confined  in  an  opp^ 
room,  of  twenty  by  twelve  feet,  and  eight  nec 
high,  with  two  windows  of  four  by  three  fee€ 
each,  comniMiding  a  pleasant  prospect  of  thesor- 
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foondiikg  country  and  harbor,  with  permission  to 
take  the  air  occasionally  in  a  yard  of  eighty-foar 
feet  square  (accompanied  by  the  seameo.) 

When  coofined  on  board  the  ship,  they  had 
the  following  accommodattoo :  Between  decks, 
twenty  by  fourteen  feet,  with  two  scuttles ;  also 
a  similar  space  in  the  lower  deck  of  the  same 
dimensions  and  accommodations,  with  scuttles 
also,  and  permission  to  visit  the  prison  yard  from 
nine  to  four.  P.  M.  With  respect  to  the  prison- 
ers sent  to  England  in  the  Reguius,  was,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  number  of  prisoners  being  daily 
expected  from  Cluebec,  together  with  the  crowded 
state  of  the  prison,  the  season  very  hot,  and  the 
small-pox  being  Tery  preTalent^  the  ultimate 
cause  of  Admiral  Grimth's  directing  me  to  send 
them  away.  I  also  selected  some  who  had  ea- 
deuTored  to  effect  their  escape,  with  others  who 
had  shown  a  mutinous  disposition;  and  those 
marked  thus  (t)  were  supposed  to  be  British 
subjects. 

Having  enclosed  Captain  Kempt's  letter  (at 
duebec)  respecting  the  soldiers  suspected  to  be 
also  British  subjects,  is  all  the  information  re- 
specting them  I  nave  in  my  possession,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  never  being  m  my  custody,  only 
inserted  on  my  books,  for  tne  purpose  of  supply- 
ing them  with  a  suit  of  clothes  each. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  William  Miller, 
British  agent  for  prisoners  of  wsr,  to  the  right  hon- 
orable Sir  J.  B.  Wsrren,  Bart.,  K.  B.,  Admiral  of 
the  Blue  and  Commander-in-Chief^  dated 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  Nov.  25, 1813. 

The  following  are  the  dimensions  of  the  cells 
in  the  jail  of  Halifax :  cells,  about  six  feet  be- 
neath the  surface,  lined  with  plank  all  around. 

Length,  eleven  feet  to  the  door ;  breadth^  seven 
feet  eight  inches ;  height,  seven  feet  four  inches. 

Grate  at  the  end  for  the  admission  of  light  and 
air. 

Height,  one  foot  eight  inches ;  breadth,  one  foot 
five  inches ;  small  grate  at  each  door. 

Passage  between  the  cells:  Length,  thirty  feet; 
breadth,  five  feet;  height,  eight  feet. 

A  grate  at  the  end  of  tne  passage  to  cell  doors. 

A  commodious  room  up  stairs :  Length,  twenty 
feet  three  inches;  breadth,  twelve  feet;  height, 
eight  feet;  two  windows  fronting  the  rosd,  four 
feet  by  three,  with  a  chimney.  This  room  fronts 
the  main  road,  and  the  prisoners  have  a  complete 
riew  of  the  harbor  and  surrounding  country. 

Area  of  the  yard  eighty-four  feet,  where  the 
prisoners  were  permitted  to  remain  from  nine  to 
four  o'clock. 

W.  MILLER, 
Agent  for  PrUonera  of  War. 


Hablem,  December  9, 1813. 
8ib:  Your  letter  of  the  9th  of  October  was  on 
its  way  to  this  place  at  the  moment  I  was  on  the 
road  to  Washington,  and  was  afterwards  trans- 
mitted to  me  thither.  Both  your  time  and  mine 
were  so  wholly  engaged  during  the  period  I  r^ 
mained  at  Washington  that  I  bad  not  a  moment 


in  which  to  reply ;  and,  on  my  return  home,  I 
was  induced  to  delay  the  answer,  in  the  hope  of 
receiving  full  and  satisfactory  information  from 
Lieutenant  Miller,  His  Majestv's  agent  for  pris- 
oners. I  yesterday  received  letters  and  docu- 
ments from  him,  which  I  trust  will  remove  many 
of  the  objections  you  have  stated  to  me  respect- 
ing the  conduct  of  His  Majesty's  servants  to- 
wards American  prisoners. 

In  your  letter  above  mentioned,  you  remark 
that  *'as  to  the  fifty-nine  soldiers,  (alluding  to 
those  sent  to  England  in  His  Majesty's  ship  Mel- 
pomene,) you  are  by  no  means  prepared  to  admit 
that  they  were  deserters  from  the  British  service 
when  they  enlisted  into  the  United  States'  ser- 
vice ;  and  that  the  list  which  I  had  forwarded  to 
you  did  not  so  state  it,  but  as  to  part."  You  fur- 
ther remark,  that  when  i\^e  prisoners  of  either 
party  are  taken  from  the  ordmary  state  of  pris- 
oners, and  sent  off,  or  are  confined  or  rigidly 
treated,  under  any  plea,  the  other  has  a  right  to 
expect  more  full  and  satisfactory  evidence  than 
that  which  I  had  exhibited  to  you ;  (alluding  to 
the  copies  of  papers  from  Lieutenant  Miller  on 
the  subject  of  the  fifty-nine  men,  and  other  pa- 

Sirs,^  that  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  American  agent  at 
alitax,  had  applied  in  vain  to  have  these  men 
examined,  or  some  evidence  adduced  respecting 
them ;  and  that  the  papers  transmitted  to  me  by 
Lieutenant  Miller  were  in  contradiction  to  one 
delivered  to  Mr.  Mitchell.  That  being  called 
^  return  of  soldiers  taken  in  arms  in  Upper  Can- 
ada belonging  to  the  United  States'  Army,  who 
have  delivered  themselves  up  as  British  desert- 
ers ;"  whereas,  in  the  list  sent  me,  that  descrip- 
tion was  abandoned  and  the  prisoners  were  called 
in  part,  at  least,  deserters. 

It  would  ill  comport  with  your  private  char- 
acter as  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stato,  or  in  your 
official  capacity,  to  admit  a  fact  unsolicited  by 
His  Majesty,  and  which  would  manifestly  tend 
to  the  injury  of  individuals  serving  in  the  Ameri- 
can Army.  Whether  these  men  are  native  sub- 
jects of  Ills  Majesty,  and  whether  they  are  de- 
serters from  British  regiments,  are  facts  to  be  as- 
certained by  the  proper  tribunals  instituted  in 
Great  Britain*  The  men  will  have  a  fair  trial, 
and,  unless  the  facu  are  fully  proved,  they  will 
be  acquitted  and  placed  with  the  American  pris- 
oners. I  agree  with  you,  sir,  that  very  satisfac- 
tory information  is  due,  in  the  cases  referred  to 
in  the  extract  of  your  letter,  from  one  nation  to 
another ;  and  I  should  imagine  that  the  official 
returns  of  His  Majesty's  officers  would,  in  the 
first  instance,  prove  satisfactory  so  far  as  to  in- 
duce your  Qovernment  to  consider  there  was  suf- 
ficient cause  for  sending  the  fifty-nine  prisoners 
to  England  for  trial.  I  cannot  believe  that  Bdr. 
Mitchell  has  been  refused  any  reasonable  request 
for  satisfactory  information  respecting  the  fifty- 
nine  men;  at  the  same  time,  permit  me  to  add, 
that,  if  such  is  the  fact,  it  precisely  accords  with 
the  treatment  I  received  on  my  apjrfication  re- 
specting Dennis  and  Morrison,  seamen  belonging 
to  His  Majesty's  ship  Victorious,  claimed  by  the 
French  agent,  respecting  whom,  in  my  letter  to 
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yoHoftbe  llth  of  Jane^  I  made  a  reasoaable  and 
fffpeetfol  raqoetc,  which  was  neither  attended  to 
nor  gimnted;  on  the  eootraiy,  theae  men  were 
either  delivered  to  the  French  aeent  or  liberated, 
withoat  aA»rdiog  me  an  opportonity  of  proring 
that  thejr  were  not  Prenehmen,  bf  their  owe  eoa- 
fcmion,  in  opposition  to  the  depositions  on  which 
I  take  it  for  mated  their  release  was  foanded. 

It  is  not  difficolt  to  eifdain  what  appears  to 
jaa  oootradictory,  from  the  caption  of  the  papers 
respeetiTelf  sent  bj  Lieotenant  Miller  to  Mr. 
Mitchell  and  mjrselr. 

The  first,  from  the  description  yen  gave  me, 
and  which,  from  being  marked  with  inverted 
commas,  appean  a  qnoutioo  from  the  docoments 
sent  from  Mr.  Miller,  is  styled  ^'A  retnm  of  sol- 
diers taken  in  arms  in  Upper  Canada,  belonging 
to  the  United  Stated  Army,  who  have  delivered 
themselves  up  as  British  deserters.^  The  sec- 
ond, to  wit,  the  docomenu  sent  by  Lieoteimnt 
Miller  (o  me,  and  of  which  I  traosmitted  yon  a 
joat  copy,  it  styled  *^  A  list  of  American  prisoners 
of  war  reeeived  into  the  custody  of  Lieutenant 
Miller,  and  seat  to  Bnaland  on  board  the  Melpo- 
mtntJ'  On  the  top  of  this  was  written,  in  Lieo- 
tenant Miller's  own  hand,  by  way  of  memoran- 
dum, ^sent  to  England,  sopposed  to  be  British 
sobjects."  The  list  sent  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Mil- 
ler was  an  ordinary  list  to  aeeount  for  aUeratioas 
since  his  last  return  of  prisonerfl,  and  not  to  de- 
signate the  cause  of  these  men  Ming  sent.  He 
was^  therefore,  under  no  obligation  to  be  particu- 
lar in  describing  the  cause;  indeed,  it  would  have 
been  incorrect  tn  him  to  have  stated  the  particu- 
lars in  a  common  monthly  list,  intended  merely 
to  account  for  alterations  during  the  month. 
Lieutenant  Miller,  however,  in  his  official  return 
to  me  of  the  90th  of  September,  beads  that  part 
of  his  list  of  American  prisoners  '^Lisu  of  Brit- 
ish subjects  fouod  in  arms  in  Upper  Canada,  and 
delivered  themselves  up,  and  sent  to  England." 
A  copy  of  this  part  of  his  return  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose,  which  at  once  reconciles  all 
the  contradiction  you  originally  supposed ;  and 
you  will  perceive  that  these  Bntish  subjects  are 
not  **called  in  part,"  but  each  of  them  specified 
as  belonging  to  a  particular  regiment.  I  confess, 
however,  I  am  not  fully  satisfied  whether  the 
figures  and  words,  14th  regiment,  6th  regiment, 
)st  light  iniantry,  lith  foot,  and  1st,  are  intended 
as  descriptive  of  the  American  regiments  to 
which  they  beboged  at  the  time  they  were  made 
priioners.  or  the  British  regiment  from  which  it 
IS  said  they  origioaliv  dererted.  Oo  this  point 
Lieutenant  Miller  informs  me  it  is  not  in  his 
-  power  to  afford  any  information.  I  shall,  there- 
tore,  request  an  ezplaaation  from  his  fizcellency 
Lieutenant  General  Sir  George  Prevost,  and,  on 
receiving  his  answer,  communicate  it  to  yon. 

With  respect  to  the  one  hundred  and  one  sea- 
men sent  to  England  in  His  Majesty's  ship  Reg- 
ultts,  what  I  originally  stated  to  you,  to  wit,  that 
three  of  them  were  considered  British  subjects, 
fifteen  had  been  twice  taken  in  arms  prior  to 
their  cKohange,  and  the  other  remaining  eight^r- 
•hree  tent  home  under  the  ehmttcter  of  Ameri- 


of  wat^  withoat  mmj 
agaiiMtthem«appeaiatobecofTccc.  The  modi 
for  sending  these  etghty-thiee  seaaBen  to  Great 
Briuin  are  fullv  smied  to  me  ia  LieatcBaat  Mil- 
leHs  letter  of  the  Mtk  of  November,  aa  eztiact 
of  which  is  endoeed  in  my  letter  of  tkis  dale. 
The  cause  therein  smted  I  confidently  isope  will 
be  satisfactory  to  yoo,  especially  as  the  beaMh, 
comfort,  and  eonrenience  of  the  priaoaers  are 
the  priiaary  objects.  To  the  same  emoacs^  I  b^ 
leave  to  add,  you  are  to  attribute  the  sabeequeat 
transmission  of  American  prisoners. 

The  preceding  statement  of  faeta^  I  trust,  will 
prove  satisfactory  to  you  with  reject  to  niaety- 
eight  of  the  one  hundred  and  one  seamen  sent 
to  Engfamd,  and  induce  your  CJovemment  to  or- 
der the  release  of  a  similar  number  of  British 
maritime  prisoners,  now  confined  under  retalia- 
tory orders,  for  them.  As  to  the  fifty-nine  sol- 
diers and  three  seaown,  Americui  prisoners,  mmt 
to  Great  Britain  as  subjects  of  His  Majesty,  and 
the  corresponding  number  of  British  soldiers  and 
seamen  held  in  close  confinement  for  them.  I 
shall  make  no  other  remark  than  this,  that  toe 
measures  the  American  Government  may  think 
proper  to  adopt  will  never  prevent  His  MajestyH 
exercisiag  a  right  acknowledged  by  all  eiviUnd 
nations,  with  the  exception  of  these  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  d«. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Masoh,  dbc. 


Colonel  Themss  Bardsj  to  General  Mi 

Harlbh,  December  l^  1813. 

Sib  :  From  mv  letters  to  you  of  the  9th  cur* 
rent,  with  the  documents  which  accompanied 
them,  you  wiQ  perceive  that  the  sixteen  persoiu 
originally  represented  by  Mr.  Mitchell  as  having 
been  confined  in  very  improper  places  in  the  jail 
at  Halifax,  have,  in  consequence,  (much  to  their 
regret,  as  Mr.  Mitchell  himself  states,)  been  re- 
stored to  their  original  place  of  confinement  with 
the  ordinary  American  prisoners.  Ton  wiU  also 
notice  that  eighty-three  out  of  the  one  hundred 
and  one  seamen  now  on  their  way  to  Boglaad 
in  His  Majesty's  ship  Regalus,  were  sent  t&her 
from  motives  of  humanity  and  accommodatioa, 
eqaally  applicable  to  themselves  and  those  who 
remained  in  Halifax  after  their  departure.  The 
fifteen  others  of  the  one  hundred  and  one  seamen 
so  sent  come  equally  under  this  description.  I 
allude  to  those  twice  taken  in  arms  prior  to  being 
exchanged;  although  they  may  not  be  so  rsadilv 
exchanged  as  ordinary  prisoners,  still  they  wtU 
be  placed  with  and  receive  the  same  treatment. 
There  remains,  in  mv  opinion,  therefore,  oat  of 
the  one  hundred  and  one  men,  but  three,  on 
whom,  with  any  plea  for  improper  treatment,  the 
retaliatory  system  can  be  exercised. 

I  beg  leave  to  request  that  you  will  please  ia- 
form  me  whether  you  have,  in  consequence  of 
mv  above-mentioned  letters  to  you,  directed  the 
release  of  the  sixteen  British  prisoners  pat  in 
dungeons,  &c.;  and,  als0|,  whether  joa  have  re- 
stored to  their  former  sttnation  ninety-eight  of 
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the  one  handred  and  one  British  seamen  placed 
in  strict  confinement,  under  the  impression  that 
the  same  number  of  Americans  sent  to  England 
were  claimed  as  British  sqbjects,  and  sent  there 
for  trial;  and  if  you  have  not  already  ordered 
their  release  from  striet  confinement,  whether 
you  intend  doine  it?  This  is  a  subject  which 
does  not  admit  of  delay.  I  am,  therefore,  under 
the  necessity  of  requesting  a  speedy  answer. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason,  &e. 


Qenenl  Maaon  lo  James  Prinoeb  Baq**  Manhal  of 

Massachttsettsy  dated 

OrnoB  Comx'rt  Gbr'l  op  PRiaoicuta, 

Wasbinoton,  D$e.  22, 18ia 

Sir:  Colooel  Barclay  having  given  me  assur- 
ances chat  the  ten  petty  officers  and  seamen  of  the 
Chesapeake  have  been  taken  from  the  dungeons 
or  cells  in  which  they  were  confined  at  Halifax, 
andplaced  in  close  confinement  in  a  situation  more 
conrormable  to  that  used  for  prisoners  generally, 
you  will  be  pleased,  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter, 
to  remove  the  ten  petty  officers  and  seamen,  Brit- 
ish prisoners,  you  bad  confined  in  retaliation  for 
them  from  their  dungeons  or  cells,  and  to  place 
them  elsewhere  in  close  confinement,  in  the  same 
manner  as  done  towards  the  British  prisoners  be- 
fore held  in  retaliation,  where  the  place  of  con- 
finement was  used  to  hold  safe,  and  not  to  inflict 
further  severity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

Jaheb  Prince,  Esq.,  J.  MASON. 

Manhal  of  Moisachiuseits. 


Bztrael  of  a  letter  from  the  Commiflsary  General  of 
FnmmuB  to  Colonel  Barclay,  dated 

Deobmbbb  22, 1813. 

Too  will  recollect,  sir,  that  I  apprized  you  that, 
at  some  short  date  after  Mr.  MitchelPs  communi- 
cation to  me  of  the  3d  of  September,  he  informed 
me  that  the  six  officers  of  privateers  had  been  re- 
moved to  an  upper  room,  and  that  1  had  imme- 
diately, on  receiving  this  information,  directed 
the  six  British  officers  of  privateers  confined  in 
retaliation  to  be  placed  in  a  similar  situation.  On 
your  information  that  the  ten  petty  officers  and 
seamen  have  been  now  withdrawn  from  their 
former  place  of  confinement,  I  have  directed  the 
Marshal  of  Massachusetts  in  the  same  way  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  ten  persons  con- 
fined in  retaliation  for  them. 


i 


Bxtnet  of  a  letter  from  the  Ocnnmissaiy  General  of 
Priaoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

Deobmbbb  22, 1813. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant, 
relative  to  the  manner  of  confinement  of  our  six- 
teen maritime  officers  and  seamen  at  Halifax, 
respecting  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you 
OB  the  82d  September  last,  and  to  the  eommuni- 
13th  Con.  2d  Skss.— 69 


cations  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  our  agent  at  that 
in  which  I  founded  my  fkcts,  I  find  the  folli 
results  in  this :  that  he  calls  the  places  of 
confinement  dnngeons;  your  informants  call 
cells,  being  two-thirds  under  ground;  am 
they  state  that  the  floor  of  each  dungeon  < 
was  larger  by  two  feet  one  way,  and  by 
inches  the  other,  than  he  had  made  them 
as  to  light  and  air,  they  insist  that  the  pri: 
received  more  by  seven  inches  io  a  two-tooi 
dow  than  he  represented;  and,  moreover 
there  was  a  hole  m  the  door  of  nine  inches  s< 
which  he  omitted  altogether  to  mention, 
the  accommodation  of  passage  room  for  th 
men,  placiuj^  the  officers  in  an  upper  roon: 
'the  permission  to  walk  in  the  yard,  dbc,  yoi 
please  to  remark,  that  your  informants  do  n 
that  these  indulgences  were  given  on  thi 
confinement,  and  that  Mr.  Mitchell  wrote  c 
3d  of  September,  immediately  after  it  took] 
Had  you,  sir,  have  attentively  compared  th 
cnmstances,  and  have  collated  my  remarks  • 
22d  of  September,  which  you  have  been  at  the 
of  returning  to  me  in  an  extract,  with  the 
ments  of  your  own  officers,  I  cannot  believ 
would  have  seen  any  cause  for  approbating 
measures  in  the  manner  your  letter  seems  tc 
vey.  Admit  the  miserable  surplusage  of  th 
feet  and  inches  on  which  they  insist  for  thi 
terranean  floors  and  scanty  apertures  of  the 
t#o-thirds  under  ground  cells,  into  which,  in 
five,  and  in  others  six  of  our  unfortunate  cit 
were  thrust,  and  I  do  yet  aver  that  they  we 
the  fullest  aense  of  the  terms,  **  noisome  h 
and  ^  dark  and  impure  receptacles  of  wret< 
ness,"  such  as  I  am  exceedingly  glad  to  hea 
your  representation,  our  prisoners  .have  bee 
moved  from ;  and  such  as  I  hope  your  hum: 
will  so  interfere  with  the  proper  authoriti 
your  Government  as  henceforward  to  keep  o 
from  being  coosifned  to. 

You  will  recollect,  sir,  that  I  apprized  you 
at  some  short  date  after  Mr.  Mitchell's  con 
nication  to  me  of  the  3d  of  September,  he  ini 
ed  me  that  the  six  officers  of  privateers  had 
removed  to  an  upper  room,  and  that  I  had 
mediatelv  on  receiving  this  information,  dirt 
the  six  British  officers  of  privateers,  confine 
retaliation,  to  be  placed  in  a  similar  situa 
On  your  information  that  the  ten  petty  ofl 
and  seamen  have  been  now  withdrawn  from 
former  place  of  confinement,  I  have  directec 
Marshal  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  same  wa; 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  ten  persons 
fined  in  retaliation  for  them. 

I  regretted  to  see,  and  I  confess  I  do  not  < 
prebend  the  point  of  the  sarcasm  you  no  dout 
tended  to  convey  in  the  following  passage  of 
letter:  ^'The  prisoners,  from  Mr.  Mitchell's 
count,  appear  to  regret  the  ^  dark  and  impur 
ceptacles  of  wretchedness'  they  have  left,  w 
they  prefer  to  the  pleasant,  healthy,  and  com 
able  island  on  which  they  are  now  confined : 
this  exchancre  they  are  wholly  indebted  to 
Mitchell."  Poor  unfortunate  men  1  it  would  s 
that  it  was  enough  that  they  had  to  submit  u 
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basement  aDd«affering  of  the  severest  kind,  with* 
out  being  made  the  subjects  of  taunting  para- 
graphs in  official  communication.  The  oniy  con- 
solation I  have  is,  the  perfect  conviction  that  their 
country  will  not  desert  ihem  $  that  it  will  follow 
their  fate  with  a  watchful  eye  \  and  that,  painful 
as  it  may  be  to  humanity,  measure  for  measure 
will  be  dealt  out,  let  that  fate  be  what  it  may. 


Office  Comm'rt  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 

Washingtow,  Dec.  30, 1813. 

Sir:  I  am  now  to  reply  to  your  letters  of  the 
9th  and  15th  of  this  month,  respecting  the  fifty- 
nine  American  soldiers,  and  the  one  hundred  and 
one  American  seamen,  prisoners  of  wan  sent  from^ 
Halifax  to  England  in  the  latter  part  of  last  Sum- 
mer, on  whose  subject  I  remonstrated  with  you 
on  the  22d  of  September,  and  relative  to  whom  I 
took  occasion  to  make  some  remarks  in  my  letters 
of  the  9th  October  and  23d  November. 

In  your  replies  of  the  30th  November,  you  are 
pleased  to  speak  of  some  of  my  expressions,  in 
relation  to  the  manner  of  treatment,  and  on  re- 
turning the  fifty-nine  soldiers,  as  barsb ;  if  my  re- 
marks were  founded  in  truth,  however  they  may 
have  borne  on  your  officers,  I  am  persuaded  you 
will,  on  duly  considering  the  subject,  receive  them 
in  the  spirit  in  which  they  were  intended,  as  design 
nated  to  call  directly  to  your  attention,  for  the 
information  of  your  Government,  in  a  case  of 
such  serious  import,  a  disingenuous  procedure,  ill 
becoming  the  agents  of  your  nation,  towards  these 
defenceless  and  passive  captives.  In  your  com- 
munication to  me  of  the  9th  instant,  in  which 
you  transmit  the  third  list  received  of  these  men, 
(all  of  the  three  emanating  from  Lieutenant  Mil- 
ler, your  agent  for  prisoners  of  war  at  Halifax ; 
the  first  transmitted  through  your  agent,  Mx. 
Mitchell,  on  the  1st  September,  and  the  second 
by  you  on  the  1st  October,)  you  represent  it  as 
reconciling  the  contradiction  between  the  other 
two  which  I  had  pointed  out  to  you,  and  describe 
that  first  sent  me  by  you  thus:  "An  ordinary  list 
to  account  for  alterations  since  his  (Lieutenant 
Miller^s)  last  return  of  prisoners,  and  not  to  desig- 
nate the  cause  of  these  men  being  sent ;  he  was, 
therefore,  under  no  obligation  to  be  particular  in 
describing  the  cause;  indeed,  it  would  have  been 
incorrect  in  him  to  have  stated  the  particulars  in 
a  common  monthly  list,  intended  merely  to  ac- 
count for  alterations  during  the  month."  I  send 
Tou.  sir,  a  copv  of  the  first  list  given  out  by  Mr. 
Miller  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  a  copy  of  his  letter  of 
the  1st  September  which  enclosed  it.  I  pray  you 
to  compare  this  with  the  two  furnished  you,  and 
by  you  sent  me ;  you  will  immediately  perceive 
that  no  contradiction  is  reconciled ;  indeed,  it  is 
rather  increased.    In  the  list  furnished  you  he 

Soes  back  nearly  to  the  ground  first  taken,  in 
escription  of  the  men  witn  Mr.  Mitchell,  name- 
ly, that  they  had  given  themselves  up  as  British 
ibjectsj  or,  in  other  words,  that  fifty-nine  men 


au 


had  all  informed,  each  against  himself,  as  to  the 
crime,  be  that  what  it  may,  of  n^hich  your  offi- 
cers accused  them,  and  for  which,  as  I  learn  from 


you,  and  of  which  they  must  have  been  apprisEed 
before  they  "  gave  themselves  up,"  they  are  to  be 
tried  for  their  lives.    In  tbe  second  (the  first  sent 
you)  this  ground  is  abandoned,  and  be  lakes  a 
new  one,  not  as  to  part  of  the  men,  as  I  was  im- 
pressed when  I  first  had  occasion^  to  animadvert 
on  it  to  you,  but  as  I  find,  on  a  stricter  examina- 
tion's to  every  fTuzn,  that  they  are  deserters  from 
the  British  service  \  and  so  plainly  is  this  desig- 
nated, that  in  the  return  he  heads  a  column— 
"  Name  of  the  British  regiment  to  which  they 
belonged,"  and  in  this  column  is  inserted  against 
each  man's  name  the  number  of  a  regiment,  as 
first,  fifth,  sixth,  and  fourteenth;  and   you  will 
find,  sir.  on  recurring  to  your  letter  of  the  first 
October,  that,  taking  this  for  authorstf ,  jnoa  re* 
mark  to  me,  "  you  will  pereeive  that  the  fifty- 
nine  soldiers  are  deserters  from  Hie  Majesty^ 
service,  and  the  name  of  tbe  regiment  to  which 
each  of  them  belonged  placed  opponte    clieir 
names."    I  will  certainly  not  undertake  to  deter- 
mine what  are  the  forms  used  for  ordinary  or  ex- 
traordinary purposes  made  to  you,  bat  I  will  say, 
that  if  the  fact  of  desertion  existed,  ia  a  retora 
showing  cause  whvthe  men  implicated  wereseat 
for  trial,  it  would  nardly  have  been  withdrawn; 
and  if  it  did  not  exist,  it  should  never  have  bcea 
charged.    In  your  last  letter  on  this  subject,  yon 
inform  me  that  ^oxk  are  doubtful  whether  the 
number  of  the  regiment  shown  in  the  return  then 
sent,  which  I  find  precisely  the  same,  and  as  to 
the  same  men,  was  the  number  of  the  Bxlush.  ok 
American  regiment.    I  can  resolve  that  doabt 
now.     These  are  the  American  regiments,  or 
parts  of  regiments,  engaged  on  the  2ith  June  at 
the  Beaver  Dams,  the  lime  and  place  which  the 
first  return  sent  by  you  (by  far  the  most  detailed 
and  particular  of  the  three)  designates ;  the  four- 
teenth, from  which  most  of  the  men  were  drawn, 
was  commanded  by  C<donel  Boersiler,  made  pria- 
oner  in  that  action,  and  lately  retmiied  on  pe- 
roLe;  and  nM>st  of  them  are  personally  known 
to  him. 

Under  the  circumstances  I  have  detailed,  I  most 
believe,  sir,  that  you  will  see  sofificient  cause  for 
the  dissatisfaction  of  this  Qovernment  with  any 
explanation  given  for  the  sending  ofif  these  fifty- 
nine  men,  to  be  tried  in  England  or  elsewhere. 

I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  to  know  what  analogy 
you  have  been  able  to  find  between  the  case  of 
the  two  Frenchmen  taken  last  Summer  in  Brit- 
ish service,  and  discharged  in  Richmond*  and  that 
of  these  fifty-nine  American  soldiers.  In  the  case 
of  the  Frenchmen  their  allegation  was,  that  they 
were  not,  of  right,  prisoners  of  war,  and  they  pe- 
titioned for  their  liberty.  They  were  pnbUcly 
examined  and  set  at  liberty.  In  the  esse  of  our 
soldiers  the  question  is  not  that  of  liberty,  to 
which  we  have  yielded,  but  of  death,  whtoh  ye« 
threaten. 

lean  confidently  assure  you,  sir,  that  it  will 
never  be  made  cause  of  complaint  against  yoor 
Government,  that  it  set  at  liberty,  at  his  own  re- 
quest, any  prisoner  taken  in  our  service,  whether 
he  be  a  native  or  foreigner. 

As  it  regards  the  one  hundred  and  one  Aflwri- 
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eta  setmea  sent  to  Bn^nd  io  September  Iftst, 
fou  say  that  three  were  supposed  to  be  British 
sobjects ;  fifteen  had  been  twice  taken  in  arms  j 
and  eifl^hty- three  were  sent,  from  the  explanation 
giyeo  by  Lieutenant  Miller  to  you  in  his  letter  of 
(he  ^tn  of  November,  which  you  send,  because 
some  had  endeavored  to  effect  their  escape;  some 
I     had  shown  a  mutinous  disposition ;  other  prison* 
1     ers  were  expected  from  Cluebec,  by  which  means 
i     the  prison  would  bare  been  crowded ;  the  weather 
was  hot,  and  the  small-pox  was  prevalent;  and 
that  yon  confidently  hope  that  these  reasons  will 
be  satisfactory ;  the  health,  comfort,  and  conve- 
nience of  the  prisoneis  were  the  primary  objects. 
Certainly  these  are  primary  objects,  and  it  would 
I     give  great  satisfaction  to  this  Government  if  they 
eooftd  see  them  eonanlted  by  your  ofiKcers;  but 
how  was  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  our 
prisoners  consulted,  when  a  certain  number  of 
them  are  sent  off  fVom  Halifax,  crowded  on  board 
ship,  beyond  sea,  to  a  distance  from  the  facility 
of  exchange,  to  make  room  for  another  number, 
to  be  in  like  manner  sent  by  Qeueral  Prevost  from 
I    Cloebec,  at  which  place,  as  you  have  agreed  with 
!    me,  they  should  have  remained  to  be  exchanged 
I    on  the  land  lines?    And  how  was  their  health 
I    consulted  as  to  the  prevalence  of  the  small-pox, 
[    when  vaccination  presented  so  easy  and  simple  a 
I    remedy,  cominired  with  the  risk  of  carrying  the 
,    variolous  infection  into  a  voyage,  in  a  crowded 
prison-ship,  across  the  ocean  1    When  men  are 
I    tiken  a  second  time  in  war  without  exchange,  it 
is  a  matter  easily  capable  of  proof,  and,  unless 
proved,  ought  not  to  be  acted  on ;  the  proof,  when 
had,  should  be  exhibited.    None  such  has,  al- 
thotigh  you  have  informed  me  you  have  made 
inquiry,  yet  been  exhibited.    As  to  the  fifteen 
men  reported  by  your  agent  as  so  situated,  when- 
ever it  is  produced,  the  corresponding  number  of 
your  prisoners  held  for  them  will  be  placed  in  the 
ordinary  sta(e  of  prisoners;  until  then  they  must 
be  retained  in  the  situation  in  which  they  now 
are.  The  eighty-three  British  seamen  held  against 
the  eighty-three  American  seamen  sent  to  Eng- 
land from  Halifax,  against  whom  you*  inform  me 
there  is  no  charge,  will  be  returned  to  the  ordi- 
nary state  of  non-paroled  prisoners,  but  they  will 
be  withheld  from  exchange  until  the  correspond- 
ing American  seamen  are  exchanged  or  returned 
to  the  American  station,  from  which  they  ought 
not  to  have  been  removed.    I  have,  d&c. 

J.  MASCm. 
Col.  Tbouam  Barclay,  dte. 


Harlbm,  December  27, 1813. 

Sin :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  copies  of 
lists  of  American  prisoners  of  war,  sent  from  Hal- 
ifax to  England  in  November  last,  by  order  of  his 
Exeellenoy  Admiral  Sir  John  B.  Warren,  in  His 
Majesty's  ships  Nemesis,  Diomede,  and  Diadem, 
in  consequence  of  the  prison  at  Halifax  being 
sickly  and  crowded  with  prisoners. 

I  am,  sir,  vour  obedient,  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

Gkncral  Masom. 


Note  by  the  Oommlssary  Qeaoral  of  Prisoners. 

The  list  above-mentioned  gives  the  names  of 
one  hundred  maritime  prisoners,  ofiicers  and  sea- 
men, and  fifty  military  prisoners,  officers  and  pri- 
vates, sent  to  England  in  the  Nemesis ;  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  maritime  prisoners,  officers 
and  seamen,  and  seventy-seven  military  prison  ers, 
officers  and  privates,  sent  to  England  in  the  Dio- 
mede ;  and  fifty  military  prisoners,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  privates,  sent  to  Eogland  in 
the  Diadem. 

Making  the  whole  number  four-hundred  and 
one. 


Bxtract  of  a  letter  from  Golond  Thomas  Barclay  te 
the  Commissary  General  of  Piisoners. 

Harlbm,  Die.  81, 1813. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  22d  ctirrent,  in  answer 
to  mine  of  the  9th,  I  have  received.  I  really  ex- 
pected, when  I  enclosed  you  copies  of  the  letters 
received  from  Lieutenant  Miller,  and  the  copy 
of  Mr.  Mitchell's  letter  to  him,  you  would  have 
been  convinced  that  Mr.  Mitchell  bad  too  biffhjiy' 
colored  his  description  of  the  rooms  in  wnicn 
the  sixteen  prisoners  were  confined  in  the  jail  at 
Halifax.  This,  however,  appears  not  to  be  the 
case ;  on  the  contrary,  you  retain  the  same  opin- 
ion, and  even  consider  an  error  on  the  part  of 
that  gentleman  of  more  than  a  fifth  part  of  the 
area  of  the  rooms  too  trifiing  to  be  noticed  by 
you  or  me. 

You  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  situation  of 
Melville  island,  near  Halifax,  where  prisoners  of 
war  are  confined,  or  of  the  prison,  prison-ship, 
and  hospital  there.  It  is  admitted,  by  all  who 
have  visited  them,  to  be  equal  to  any  similar  es- 
tablishments of  the  same  extent  in  Europe.  No 
complaint,  I  believe,  has  been  made  against  it,  or 
the  treatment  which  the  prisoners  receive  there. 
In  this  prison,  ten  at  least,  and  perhaps  the  whole 
of  the  sixteen  prisoners  were  confineo  at  the  time 
they  were  moved  to  the  town  jail  of  Halifax ;  in 
which  jail  they  remained  several  weeks,  until 
the  time  they  were  again  removed  to  their  former 
confinement  on  Melville  island,  in  consequence 
of  Mr.  Mitchell's  representation  to  you  that  the 
rooms  in  which  they  were  confined  m  the  jail  at 
Halifax  were  dungeons,  dark  and  impure  recep- 
tacles of  wretchedness,  where  the  prisoners  were 
only  permitted  to  receive  the  means  of  respiration 
and  the  light  of  heaven  through  an  iron-barred 
aperture.  Lieutenant  Miller  has  declared  that 
this  statement  of  Mr.  Mitchell's  is  incorrect,  and 
that  the  rooms  in  the  jail  in  which  the  sixteen 
prisoners  were  placed,  instead  of  being  dark  and 
impure,  were  good  and  comfortable,  and  in  every 
respect  befitting  prisoners  of  war,  and  that  the 
prisoners  were  satisfied  with  them,  and  with  the 
treatment  they  received  while  in  jail.  In  proof 
of  his  sissertioo,  I  enclosed  you  not  only  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Mitchell's  letter  to  Lieutenant  Miller,  in 
which  he  acknowledges  the  men  preferred  the 
jail  to  Melville  island,  but  also  a  letter  from  the 
Sheriff  of  Halifax,  in  which  he  states  "that  the 
apartments  allottea  to  them  (the  prisoners)  were 
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in  ewerj  rcspeet  suitable,  aad  •■f&eieotlf  large 
and  well  ventilated,  and  every  possible  iodolgence 
ffranted  to  tbem.  consistent  with  their  sitaation. 
That  when  they  understood  they  were  to  return 
to  Melville  island,  they  expressed  tbeir  sorrow 
at  being  removed,  and  acknowledged  in  my  pre- 
sence the  indulgence  which  they  had  received 
from  the  jailer  and  his  family,"  Possessed  of 
the  testimony  of  the  Sheriff  of  Halifax,  and  of  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  prisoners,  (under  Mr. 
Mitchell's  band,)  "  that  their  removal  from  Hal- 
ifax jail  to  the  prison  of  Melville  island  was  not 
for  the  better,"  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  ad- 
hering to  Mr.  Mitchell's  original  account  of  tbe 
rooms,  and  still  more  so  for  your  expressing  your- 
self in  jour  letter  of  the  22d  instant  in  the  woids 
following :  "  I  do  yet  aver,  that  they  (the  rooms) 
were,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  tbe  terms,  noisome 
holes,  and  dark  and  impure  receptacles  of  wretch- 
edness." 

I  wish  to  be  informed  on  what  evidence  yon 
found  your  opinion ;  not  on  what  the  prisoners 
say,  for  Mr.  Mitchell  himself  has  acknowledged 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Miller,  that  thev  told  him 
they  preferred  the  jail  to  the  prison-ship  at  Mel- 
ville island  'f  nor  can  you  rest  it  on  Mr.  Mitchell's 
description ;  first,  because  it  is  proved  to  be  in- 
correct as  to  dimensions,  light,  and  air ;  and  sec- 
ondly, because  he  has  acknowledged  the  pris- 
oners regretted  being  removed  from  the  jail. 
Will  you,  sir,  say  you  oppose  the  dictum  of  Mr. 
Mitchell  10  the  assurance  of  Lieutenant  Mil- 
ler, the  declaration  of  the  Sheriff  of  Halifax,  and 
the  concurrent  voice  of  the  sixteen  prisoners?  If 
not,  pray  acquaint  me  on  what  authority  it  is  that 
you  speak  with  so  much  confidence?  Do  you 
recollect  that,  by  your  confirming  Mr.  Mitchell's 
description,  you,  in  express  terms,  stultify  the  six 
ofiicers  and  ten  men  who  were  confined  in  the 
jail;  for  none  but  fools  or  maniacs  would  prefer 
noisome  holes  and  dark  and  impure  receptacles  of 
wretchedness,  to  the  prisoo-«hip  at  Melville  island, 
the  dimensions  and  other  particulars  of  which  ( 
sent  yon. 

'  The  truth,  sir,  is,  that  both  tbe  prison-ship^  and 
the  rooms  allotted  to  the  sixteen  American  pris- 
oners in  the  jail  at  Halifax,  were  comfortable 
places  of  confinement ;  and  the  reason  why  the 
prisoners  preferred  the  latter  to  the  former  was 
this :  At  Melville  island  there  were  upwards  of 
one  thousand  six  hundred  prisoners;  consequently, 
the  keepers  and  other  attendants  had  it  not  in 
their  power  to  pay  attention  and  civility  to  each 
individual ;  whereas,  in  the  jail  there  were  only 
sixteen  prisoners,  to  whom  the  jailer  and  hu 
family  showed  every  indulgence,  as  the  prisoners 
acknowledged  to  the  sheriff.  If  the  rooms  in  the 
jail  were  as  described  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  is  it  pos- 
sible the  prisoners  would  have  regretted  leaving 
them? 

•  You  are  under  a  mistake  in  supposing  I  in- 
tended anything  sarcastic,  or  in  a  taunting  man- 
ner to  jest  with  the  feelinss  or  the  situation  of 
these  prisoners.  Qive  me  leave  to  tell  you.  sir. 
that  I  am  incapable  of  such  an  act,  and  that  it  ill 
comporu  with  you  even  to  insinuate  it  of  me.    I 


fed  as  much,  and  wooU  go  as  far  to 
unfortunate  men,  as  you  or  any  other  gcntlemao. 
My  remarks  are  pointed  to  Mr.  MitehcU,  %ad  not 
to  the  prisoners ;  for  it  was  my  wish  to  vse  their 
testimony  to  prove  the  ineorrectaeas  of  the  char- 
acter given  by  Mr.  Mitchell  of  the  roooas  in  which 
they  had  been  confined,  and  I  aasare  yoa  I  ap- 
prove of  what  they  have  done  and  said. 

In  my  letter  of  the  9ch  instant  I  renarked,  and 
again  repeat,  that  the  prisoners  are  wholly  in* 
debted  to  Mr.  Mitchell  tor  being  removed,  coih 
trary  to  their  wishes,  from  the  jail  ia  Halifax  to 
the^risoa-ship  at  Melville  island. 

When  yon  communicated  to  me  ia  September 
Mr.  Mitchell's  descriptioa  of  the  doageom,  ceUi| 
or  rooms,  (it  is  of  no  moment  what  appelUtions 
are  given  to  them,  for  naoMs  caaaoc  change  le- 
alitieiL)  into  which  the  sixteen  posoDera  were 
placed,  I  transmitted,  without  deiaf*  a  copy  of 
yonr  letter  to  the  Admiral  at  Halilax,  and  re- 
quested an  explanation,  and  at  the  sanae  time  do- 
sired,  if  the  facts  were  as  represented  by  Mr. 
Mitchell,  that  an  amelioration  of  the  treatment 
towards  the  prisoners  might  take  place.  On  the 
receipt  of  my  letter,  the  Admiral,  ia  order  to  re- 
move even  the  shadow  of  complaint,  directed 
that  the  sixteen  prisoners  shoold  be  retaraed  to 
the  prison-jihip  at  Melville  island.  If  Mr.  Miteb» 
ell  had  not  given  you  this  horrid  description  of 
the  places  in  the  ^il  where  those  prisoners  were 
connned,  I  take  it  for  granted  yon  would  not 
have  remonstrated  tome  against  them,  nor  should 
I  have  written  to  the  Admiral  on  the  subject;  tite 
prisoners,  therefore^  would  have  remained  ia  the 
lail  probably  uatil  they  were  exchanged  or  re- 
leased on  parole.  This  being  the  case,  I  am  an- 
thorized  to  say  Mr.  Mitchell  was  the  cause  of 
their  being  removed,  contrary  to  their  wishea, 
from  the  jail  on  hoard  the  prison-ship. 

As  these  men  are  now  ia  their  pristine  sitna- 
tibn  as  prisoners,  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  co 
inform  me  whether  the  sixteen  British  prisoner!^ 
placed  by  yonr  order  in  more  than  ordiaary  strict 
confinement  by  the  marshal  of  Massachusetts,  by 
way  of  retaliation  for  the  sixteen  Americana^ 
have  been  restored  to  their  original  situation  aa 
prisoners. 


OrricB  Comm'bt  Gbm'l  of  Pbi80]ibr8, 
Washimotoh,  Jan.  15, 1814. 

Sib  :  I  received,  in  due  course  of  mail,  your 
letter  of  the  27th  December,  and  the  lists  en- 
closed, whereby  I  am  informed  that  four  hundred 
and  one  of  our  prisoners,  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  privates  of  the  Army,  and 
officers  and  crews  of  private  armed  vessels,  have 
been  sent  to  filngland  from  Halifax,  oa  the  plea 
of  a  crowded  and  sickly  prison  at  Halifax.  It 
appears  to  be  in  vain  to  remonstrate  longer  against 
measures  which  your  ofliceia  seem  determined 
to  take,  in  relation  to  our  prisoners,  without  rf 
gard  to  individual  suffering,  or  to  the  conventioa 
between  the  two  nations,  as  to  stations  of  ex- 
change. That  a  single  prison  might  be  crowded 
by  the  increase  of  prisoners  at  a  station,  uid 
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sickly  in  consequence  of  tbat  crowding,  is  pro- 
bable enough ;  but  unless  it  was  shown  ibat  the 
country  in  which  that  station  is  was  sickly,  there 
can  be  no  pretension  (o  humane  motires  tor  such 
a  removal ;  other  prison-houses  or  prison -shijfM 
should  have  been  supplied.  This,  sir,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  last  remoral  to  England,  is  r^^rded 
as  a  measure  replete  with  cruelty  to  the  unfor- 
tunate prisoners  concerned,  and  will,  in  due  time, 
be  met  by  a  corresponding  measure  towards  your 
prisoners  in  our  possession. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  MASON. 
Colonel  Thomas  Babglat,  &c. 


Sxtract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

January  24, 1814. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  15th  January,  in  an- 
swer to  mine  of  the  27th  December,  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  receifc. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  you  are  under  a  mis- 
take in  supposiog  it  to  be  an  unjustifiable  act  to 
send  American  prisoners  of  war  from  Canada, 
Norti  Scotia,  or  the  West  Indies,  to  England  for 
Bale  keeping ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  you  will  find 
that  all  persons  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  na« 
tiona  will  agree,  that  the  answer  ''that  the  pris- 
(Miers  aeaC  to  Great  Britain  for  that  purpose"  is 
conolusire,  and  ought  to  be  satisfactory.  When. 
in  addition  to  these  remarks,  you  are  furnished 
with  the  additional  reasons  stated  in  Port  Admi- 
ral Griffith's  letter,  a  copy  whereof  is  enclosed, 
that  the  (irisoiiers  were  remoTed  from  Halifax  to 
Great  Britain  in  consequence  of  the  prisons  be- 
ing crowded,  and  the  men  sickly,  erery  objection 
to  their  removal  I  hope  will  cease.'  From  your  let- 
ter, it  however  appears  you  consider  that  '*  other 
prison-houses  and  prison-ships  should  have  been 
eupplied."  This  measure,  perhaps,  was  not  con- 
venient ;  at  all  events  it  would  be  attended  with 
«ii  expense  which  the  Admiral  probably  consid- 
ered he  was  not  authorized  to  incur.  In  England 
there  are  ample  prisons;  and  I  have  reasons  to  be- 
lieve, from  Lieutenant  Miller's  representations  of 
the  sttflferings  your  prisoners  have  experienced  in 
Nova  Scotia  from  want  of  clothing,  that  they 
will,  on  their  arrival  in  England,  have  reason 
to  rejoice  bein^  under  the  care  ot  Mr.  Beasley, 
who  will  supply  them  with  what  is  necessary. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  what  you  intend 
by  remarking.  "  without  regard  to  the  convention 
between  the  two  nations  as  to  stations  for  ex- 
change," because  Liverpool  or  Falmouth,  in  Eng- 
land, are  as  much  stations  for  exchange  as  Quebec 
or  Halifax, 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Griffith  to  Colo- 
nel Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

On  boabo  thb  Centurion, 

Halifax,  December  19, 1813. 

By  an  order  from  the  Admiralty  to  Sir  John 
Wanen,  which  he  has  left  with  me,  he  is  directed 
not  to  allow  any  more  American  prisoners  to  be 
eeieased  till  the  balance  in  onr  fiivor  should  be 


considerably  reduced,  and  the  order  is  accompanied 
by  a  return  of  the  exchanges  made  in  England, 
where  alone  the  balance  in  our  favor  amounted 
to  upwards  of  one  thousand. 

I  would  beg  of  you  to  inform  me,  as  particularly 
as  vou  can,  respecting  the  mode  of  confinement 
and  treatment  of  the  British  officers  put  into  close 
confinement  in  the  United  States,  that  a  similar 
measure  of  indulgence  or  severity  may  be  exer- 
cised on  the  American  officers  confined  here  by 
way  of  reuliation.  And  I  would  take  the  liberty 
of  suggesting  to  yon  the  necessity  of  *endeavoria^ 
to  remove  the  impression  of  our  havin||[  sent 
American  prisoners  to  England  on  suspicion  of 
their  being  British  born  subjects.  The  Ameri« 
can  Government  can  have  no  right  to  assume 
this  as  a  fact.  As  far  as  relates  to  prisoners  sent 
from  hence  to  England,  we  have  never  arowcd 
or  acknowledged  any  snch  motive,  with  the  ex* 
eeption  of  those  who  have  been  particularly  des- 
ignated as  such. 

The  crowded  state  of  the  prison  at  Melville 
island,  where  double  the  number  of  prisoners  were 
confi,oed  to  that  it  was  ever  intended  to  have 
held,  the  difficulty,  if  not  impossibility,  of  finding 
adequate  security  for  them  anywhere  else,  and 
the  suspension  of  the  exchange  by  the  American 
Government,  were  sufficient  excuses  (if  it  wei« 
necessary  to  offer  any)  for  sending  some  of  the 
prisoners  to  England.  I  shall,  however,  stop 
sending  any  more  till  I  hear  from  you ;  but  if  the 
exchange  is  again  interrupted,  we  must  thin  oflT 
by  eTwy  opportunity,  for  there  are  a  great  fcnany 
more,  even  now,  in  this  place,  than  there  ought 
to  be. 


Extract  of  letter  from  Lieutenant  Willutm  Miller,  Brit- 
ish agent  for  prisonen  of  war  at  Haltfiur,  to  Colonel 
Bantey,  dated 

Decbubbb  80, 1813. 
In  consequence  of  your  letter  by  the  Analostan. 
that  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States  haa 
put  into  close  confinement  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-six British  prisoners  of  war,  in  various  parts 
of  the  United  Stntes,  in  retaliation,  I  have  oeen 
directed  to  confine  the  same  number  of  American 
prisoners  of  war  on  board  the  Magnet  prison* 
ship;  and  on  the  receipt  of  your  last  despatches 
of  the  ^th  November  to  Lieutenant  Qeneml 
Sherbrooke,  wherein  you  state  that  forty-six  Brit- 
ish officers  were  also  closely  confined,  1  was  direct- 
ed to  arrest  the  whole  of  the  American  officers 
on  parole,  seventy-two  in  number,  and  confine 
them  on  noard  the  Malabar  transport,  latelv  re- 
turned from  ttuebee,  by  removing  some  of  the 
soldiers  to  Melville  island.    I  fitted  up  a  large 
space  from  the  mainmast,  abaft,  thirty  feet  lonff, 
twenty-two  feet  broad,  and  seven  feet  high,  for 
their  temporary  accommodation,  and  I  was  direct- 
ed to  complete^  or  double  that  number,  to  ninetv- 
two;  but,  on  reconsideration.  Sir  John  Sherbrooxe 
and  Rear  Admiral  Griffith  thought  proper  to  alter 
the  arrangement,  and  permit  the  maritime  offi- 
cers selected  by  Mr.  Mitchell  to  depart  in  the 
Analostan  in  such  numbers  as  made  up  the  equiva- 
lent rank  of  two  hundred  and  fourteen* 
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And  Mr.  Mitchell,  agent  for  prisoners  of  war,  in 
his  letter  of  the  4th  September,  says  that  my  bro- 
ther was  then  confined  on  board  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  ship  Melpomene,  and  about  to  be  sent 
in  her  to  Bngland,  for  the  porpose  of  trial  as  a 
British  sabject. 

I  therefore  presuoif  that  he  is  now  in  England, 
and  that  he  either  has  or  will  be  proceeded  against. 
I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Mitchell  has  laid  his  case 
before  the  Qovernment;  and  my  anxiety  induces 
me  to  trouble  you  with  this  communication,  and 
to  request  you  to  inform  me  whether  anything 
can  be  done  for  him. 


On  board  H.  M.  Ship  Cbnturion, 
Haltfax,  Jtdy  14, 1813. 

Dear  Robbrt  :  I  have  not  time,  at  this  mo- 
ment, to  enter  more  particularly  into  the  occur- 
rences that  took  place  on  board  the  Globe,  than 
that  the  captain  thought  proper  to  send  me  a  pas- 
senger to  tne  United  States  in  the  bri^  Endea- 
vor, captured  by  us,  off  the  Rock  of  Lisbon,  on 


particular,  under  pretence  of  beinff  a  British  sub- 
lect.  He  took  me  with  him  to  Bermuda,  where 
1  underwent  a  formal  examination,  which  was 
committed  to  paper,  as  follows :  Where  were  vou 
born  ?  Eilcatj  county  Kilkenny,  Ireland.  Wnen 
did  you  lea^e  it?  In  1789.  How  old  are  you? 
Thirty-eight  yeanv.  Hare  you  lired  seven  years 
in  the  United  States  of  America?  Yes,  abore 
three  times  that,  and  am  a  citizen  in  right  of  my 
father,  who  liTed  and  possessed  property  in  Amer- 
ica before  the  Revolution.  Hare  you  a  vote  ? 
Tes,  and  voted  for  Mr.  Madison,  in  opposition  to 
Mr.  Clinton.  Are  you  a  married  man  ?  Yes,  and 
have  five  children.  This  is,  as  well  as  I  can  rec- 
ollect, the  substance  of  the  examination.  I  was 
conveyed  from  that  island  to  this  port,  and  write 
to  yott  in  irons ;  nor  do  I  know  by  what  means  I 
could  have  informed  vou  of  mv  situation,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  kinaness  of  tne  commander  of 
this  ship,  who  permits  me  to  write  to  Mr.  Mitch- 
ell, agent  for  prisoners  of  war.  I  therefore  re- 
quest you  to  act  immediately  as  the  law  directs 
in  such  cases,  and  write  me  an  answer,  sending 
me  at  the  same  time  two  hundred  dollars.  Re- 
member me  to  our  relations  and  friends  in  New 
York,  and  inform  my  wife  in  Pennsylvania,  to 
whom  it  will  be  a  sad  stroke. 

I  impatiently  wait  your  answer,  and  remain 
your  loving  brother,  J.  S  WANTON. 

Qfficb  Comu'rt  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 
Washimoton,  Dec.  17, 1813. 

Sir:  I  am  commanded  hj  the  President  to  di- 
rect that  you  will,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible 
after  the  reception  of  this  order,  place  in  close 
confinement,  such  as  will  preclude  the  possibility 
of  escape,  William  Lincoln,  a  Britisn  subject, 
and  prisoner  of  war,  late  mate  of  the  mercnant 
brig  Fly.  there  io  be  held  as  a  hostage,  to  answer 
for  the  safety  of  John  Swanton,  late  a  captain  of 


marines  on  board  the  privateer  Globe  of  Balti- 
more, who  has  been  nnjostifiably  confined  by  Che 
British  Government  at  Halifax,  and  sent  from 
thence  to  Bngland  for  trial. 

It  is  not  intended,  for  the  present  at  least,  that 
the  unfortunate  person  so  confined  shall  be  barred 
from  such  decent  accommodation  as  his  sitnatiom 
may  admit  of;  and  you  are  requested  to  inform 
him  folly  of  the  cause  by  which  this  measore 
has  been  made  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^., 

J.  MASON. 
Ebenizbr  K.  Dexter,  Esq.. 

Manhal  of  Rhode  Island. 


Office  Comm'rt  Gbh'l  of  Paiaovsns, 

Wa8BIiioton,.Aiii.  3,  1814. 

Sir  :  I  enelosa  you  a  letter  from  Mr.  R.  Swan- 
ton  of  New  York,  a  very  respectable  cicizeO;  to 
his  brother,  Mr.  John  Swanton.  lite  a  eapuin  of 
marines  on  board  the  private  armed  schooner 
Globe  of  Baltimore,  Captain  Mooa^captoied  in 
a  prize  of  that  vessel,  and  sent  into  HailGax,  and 
ihence  in  close  confinement  on  board  one  of  the 
British  ships  of  war,  in  the  month  of  September 
last,  to  England  for  trial,  on  pretext  of  being  a 
British  subject. 

It  is  desirable  to  afibrd  the  friends  of  persons 
thus  unfortunately  situated  erery  means  of  com* 
municatiog  with  them  as  far  as  may  depend  oa 
the  public  agenu;  you  will,  therefore^  be  pleased 
to  endeavor  to  find  out  the  place  of  cenfinement 
of  Mr.  Swanton,  and  convey  to  him  the  letter  in- 
tended for  him,  and  the  pecuniary  relief  afforded 
by  his  brother,  with  any  other  you  may  be  able 
to  give  him. 

An  officer  of  a  British  merchant  ship,  corres- 
ponding with  him  in  rank,  has  been  confined 
here,  to  answer,  in  his  person,  for  his  safety  and 
proper  treatment.  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Swan- 
ton's  family,  and  have  no  doubt  of  the  facts;  thn^ 
although  bora  in  Ireland,  he  came  here'  very 
young,  and  U  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  in 
the  right  of  his  father,  who  came  to  this  ccNutry 
before  the  peace  of  1783,  and  has  habitoaiiy  re- 
sided here  since,  antil  his  death  a  few  years  ago. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  A>c^ 

J.  BfASON. 
Redber  G.  Beablbt,  Esq., 

U.  S,  Agent  for  primmert^  London, 

I. 

Eztrack  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Isaac  Channcej 
to  the  Secretsiy  of  the  Navy,  dated 

U.  S.  Snip  General  Picb, 
Sackbtt'b  Harbor,  Oct.  12, 1813. 

On  the  24th  of  August  last,  I  wrote  to  Com- 
modore Sir  James  L.  Yeo,  respecting  the  deten- 
tion of  Thomas  Goldsmith,  late  a  seaman  belong* 
ing  to  the  Julia,  and  detained  by  Commodoie 
Yeo  for  trial  as  a  British  subject.  I  have  this 
day  received  his  answer  to  that  commnnicatioa; 
copies  of  both  letters  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose. 

I  shall  wait  your  instructions,  as  to  what  far- 
ther measures  are  to  be  adopted  in  resafd  to 
Goldsmith.  ^ 
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U.  S.  Ship  Qbhebal  Piee^ 
Sackbtt'b  Harbor,  Aug.  24, 1813. 

Sib:  The  fortane  of  war  having  placed  the 
crews  of  the  Growler  and  Jalia  (two  small 
schooners  belopgiog  to  my  sqaadron)  in  your 
power,  and  haTing  understood  that  Thomas  Gold- 
smith, ordinary  seaman,  belonging  to  the  late 
United  States'  schooner  Scourge,  and  captured 
in  the  Julia,  has  been  detained  for  trial  by  your 
order,  as  a  British  subject,  I  will  thank  you  to 
inform  me  upon  what  grounds  Goldsmith  has 
been  detainedj  and  whether  it  is  your  determina- 
tion  to  try  him  in  the  province,  or  send  him  to 
England.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc., 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

Com.  Sir  James  Lucas  Yeo,  Kt., 
Commanding  M,  B.  M.  navalfarceSy  fc. 

Eztfaet  of  a  letter  firem  Commodore  8ir  James  L.  Yeo 
to  Commodore  Isaac  Ghanacey,  dated 

On  board  the  Wolpb,  at  Kinqbton, 

Octofter  11, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  24th  August  on  my  arrival  at  this  port, 
requesting  I  would  ioform  you  upon  what  grounds 
Ck>ldsmith  has  been  detained. 

In  answer  to  which,  I  have  to  acj|uaint  you 
that  the  man  himself  acknowledges  his  being  by 
birth  and  parentage  a  subject  of  Great  Britain  ; 
but  as  to  whether  ne  will  be  tried  for  serving  un- 
der the  flag  of  his  country's  foes  in  this  place,  or 


lag 
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in  Englandi  I  cannot  inform  you. 

Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  the  Commissary  General  of 
Priaonen  to  James  Prince,  Esq.,  Marshal  of  Massa* 
chusetts,  dated 

Dbcembbr  18, 1813. 

Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  the  President  to  in- 
struct you  to  place  immediately  in  close  confine- 
ment one  of  the  British  seamen  in  your  cus- 
tody, captured  on  Lake  Ontario,  to  be  held  as  a 
hostage  to  answer  for  the  proper  treatment  and 
aafetv  of  Thomas  Goldsmith,  late  a  seaman  be- 
longmg  to  the  United  Sutes'  schooner  Julia,  un- 
iostifiably  detained  for  trial  as  a  British  subject, 
by  order  of  Commodore  Sir  James  Yeo. 

You  will  inform  the  person  so  designated  of  the 
cause  of  this  measure,  and  make  his  treatment 
the  same  as  that  recommended  to  yon  heretofore 
in  similar  cases. 

K. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Steele,  Esq.,  Deputy 
Mandial  of  Ohio,  to  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoneri,  dalsd 

Chilicotbe,  September  18, 1813. 

I  made  a  return  of  one  prisoner,  who  was  put 
into  my  custody  on  the  9th  of  May  last,  of  the 
name  of  Thomas  Alexander  Clark,  who  was  taken 
at  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake.  I  was 
instructed  by  Colonel  Campbell  that  he,  the  said 
Clark,  was  to  be  kept  in  close  confinement  as  a 
hostage  for  a  certain  Captain  Knagss  of  Detroit, 
which  has  been  done  in  the  jail  of  the  county ; 
common  jail  fees  are  twenty-five  cents  per  day. 
I  have  furnished  him  the  necessary  clothing. 


ftoBBBO,  October  7, 1813. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  my  proposition  of  last  even- 
ing. I  shall  give  you  a  statement  of  facts  which 
is  the  cause  of  my  confinement,  and  then  leave 
it  for  your  honor  to  decide,  viz:  I  was  assistant 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  and  captain  of  a 
militia  company  in  Detroit,  Michigan  Territor|ri 
and  was  surrendered  by  Qeneral  Hull  at  the  capi- 
tulation of  Detroit,  and  guarantied,  agreeablv  to 
a  proclamation  issued  by  General  Brock,  both  in 
person  and  property.    Shortly  after  such  procla- 
mation, the  savages,  who,  to  glut  their  thirst  for 
blood,  nnnted  mo  day  and  night  for  the  purpose 
of  assassinating  me  if  they  should  find  me;  finding 
their  search  fruitless,  they  repaired  to  mv  dwell- 
ing, and  robbed  me  of  about  twelve  tnousand 
dollars  in  specie  and  effects.    After  this  had 
taken  place,  I  was  advised,  by  persons  of  respect- 
ability living  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  to  leave 
the  country  a  short  time,  until  the  anger  of  the 
savages  should  be  assuaffed,  both  for  my  personal 
safety  and  the  safety  of  my  wife  and  children* 
Agreeably  to  their  advice,  I  obtained  a  permit 
from  Colonel  Proctor  to  depart ;  myself  and  sev«- 
eral  others  chartered  a  vessel  for  the  purpose,  and 
moved  to  Presque  Isle;  and  after  that  I  pursued 
my  route  to  the  States  to  settle  my  business,  and 
returned  to  Pittsburg,  and  from  there  was  making 
the  best  of  mj  way  to  Detroit  to  find  my  family, 
who  were  daily  exposed  to  the  insults  and  dan- 
gers of  the  Inuians.    After  I  left  Pittsburg,  I  ar- 
rived at  the  Miami  rapids.    I  there,  iinezpect* 
ediy,  fell  in  with  a  part  of  Qeneral  Winchester's 
army,  the  other  part  had  advanced  to  French-, 
town.    I  continued  on  from  Mi^mi  rapids  to 
Frenchtown,  where  I  had  a  brother  living,  and 
put  nn  with  him,  anxious  to  reach  my  famUy  be* 
fore  the  army  arrived,  lest  the  Indians  might  sua* 
pect  I  was  with  it,  and  massacre  my  family  for 
retaliation)  however,  the  next  day  an  engage- 
ment took  place  between  Greneral  Winchester  and 
Colonel  Proctor's  forces,  about  two  miles  from 
where  I  was,  in  which  the  former  had  to  retreat, 
and  passed  by  where  I  was.    The  Indians  finding 
me  at  that  place,  took  me  and  carried  me  to 
Colonel  Proctor,  who  said  I  had  broken  my  pa- 
role, and  ordereo  me  to  be  immediately  forwarded 
to  Fort  George,  without  any  examination*    I  re- 
mained a  few  days  at  Fort  Qeorge,  where  I  ob- 
tained a  certificate  from  Qeneral  Winchester, 
showinff  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  army; 
I  was  then  forwarded  to  Montreal,  and  then  ex- 
amined before  the  police,  and  committed  as  a 
prisoner  of  wari  shortly  after  that,  I  had  as- 
surances of  being  sent  home  as  soon  as  the  roads 
would  admit,  but  instead  of  that  I  was  forwarded 
to  this  place,  and  confined  as  a  prisoner  having 
broken  his  parole,  which  I  am  now  ready  to  show, 
by  Gkneral  Winchester  and  his  officers,  that  I 
was  no  way  concerned  with  the  movements  of 
Qeneral    Winchester's  army,  directlj  or  iudi- 
rectly.    An  investigation  of  this  affair  would  be 
highly  gratifying  to  your  obedient  servant, 

WHITMORB  KNAQGS. 
Colonel  QAEniiEB. 
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Extnot  of  ft  ktter  Irom  CokMwl  Bardaj  to  Uie  Com- 
mimMxy  Gonenl  of  Piiaonany  dated 

Harlem.  January  S,  1814. 
I  enclose  yoa  an  extnet  of  a  letter  from  Cap- 
tain Chambers,  of  the  forty-first  regiment,  dated 
Cbilieothe,  27th  Nofember,  1813,  and  beg  you 
will  be  pleued  to  giTe  the  neeestary  orders  that 
Mr.  Thomas  A.  Clark,  Indian  interpreter,  with 
the  rank  of  a  snbaltem  in  the  British  service, 
now  a  prisoner  in  the  jail  at  Chilieothe,  either 
receifes  the  three  shillings  siterliay  per  day,  the 
allowance  for  ofieers,  or  is  supplied  with  sach 
food  as  comports  with  his  rank  as  an  officer. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Comadssuy  General  of 
Plfaoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Baiday,  dated 

Jamuahy  22, 1814. 
Mr.  Thomas  A.  Clark,  whom  you  mention,  is 
confined  at  Chilieothe  in  retaliation  for  a  Mr. 
Whitmore  Knaggs,  an  American  citizen,  confined 
in  jail  in  duebec,  where  Colonel  Qardner  saw 
him  in  his  jail,  on  common  prisoner's  fare,  on  the 
15th  October.  Mr.  Knaggs  is  a  man  of  property 
and  respectability ;  he  was  an  inhabitant  of,  and 
captain  of  the  local  militia  at,  Detroit ;  was  in- 
cluded in  the  capitulation  of  that  place,  and 
womised  protection  in  person  and  property ;  the 
Indians  were,  however,  permitted  to  plunder  bis 
houee  of  money  and  effects  to  a  lar|;e  amount, 
and  constantl^f  threatened  to  assassinate  him; 
under  these  circumstances  he  obtained  permis- 
sion from  Gleoeral  Proctor  to  go  within  oar  lines, 
which  he  did  in  a  ressel,  with  others,  to  Penn- 
sylvania, leaving  his  family.  After  some  months, 
was  returning  to  his  family  at  Detroit,  when  he 
was  seized  by  the  Indians  and  carried  to  Gkneral 
Proctor,  who  confined  him  on  suspicion  of  be- 
longing to  General  Winchester's  army,  who  were 
engaged  about  the  time  and  near  the  place  Mr. 
Knaggs  was  met  on  his  way  to  Detroit.  He  was 
first  sent  to  Fort  Qeorge,  where  he  obtained  a 
certificate  from  General  Winchester  that  he  was 
in  no  way  attached  to  his  army.  Mr.  Knaggs  is 
ktpt  in  the  common  jail,  and,  as  I  understand,  on 
ordinary  prisoner's  rations,  l  wrote  directly  that 
Mr.  Clark  be  treated  in  the  same  way.  but  that 
bis  subsistence  be  abundant  and  of  the  better 
kind,  and  his  situation  shall  be  ameliorated  the 
moment  vou  will  inform  me,  from  an  authentic 
source,  that  Mr.  Knag^  has  been ;  in  other 
words,  it  is  intended  that  he  shall  receive,  in 
evervtbing,  the  treatment  Mr.  Knaggs  receives, 
and  I  shall  be  extremely  dad  that,  on  a  change 
in  this,  I  may  be  enabled  to  make  that  of  Mr. 
Clark  entirely  comfortable. 

Cai^tain  Jones  to  the  Hon.  Panl  Hamiltont  SecivCaiy 

of  the  Navy. 

New  York,  Aboemder  H  ^^^^ 
8ie:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  m^ 
airival  here  to-day  with  the  survivug  officers 
and  crew  of  the  Wasp,  excepting  the  boatswain, 
boatswain'e  mate,  eight  men,  and  two  boys,  who 
were  detained  as  British  subjectSiand  are  now 
confined  on  board  the  prison  ship  at  Bermuda. 


Mr.  McLeod  has  been  eight  or  ten  years  in 
our  service,  has  a  boatswain's  warrant,  married 
in  Virginia^  and  has  there  a  wife  and  chHdicH. 
I  do  not  know  where  those  men  maf  have  becm 
born,  but  the  most,  if  not  all,  hnve  proteetioBa  ; 
and,  from  their  having  detained  two  others,  who 
Mr.  Rodgers  and  myself  knew  to  be  native  ciii» 
zens,  who  were  afterwards  dismissed  opon  mr 
obeerving  that  1  knew  them  to  be  sueh,  I  thhut 
it  probable  that  many  of  the  others  are  nativci 
of  the  United  States.  JACOB  JONBS. 

Hon.  Paul  Hamiltox. 


Captain  Bereslbrd  to  Admiral  Warren. 

His  Majsoty's  Ship  PoicTuiAa, 

Fdmuay  1^  1813. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  letter  I  had  itke  honor  to 
receive  from  you  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  fo 
inform  you  that  the  men  I  thought  it  ray  duty  to 
detain,  until  your  nlaaaute  was  known,  are,  in 
my  opinion,  British  subjects.    The  boatswain, 
Mr.  McLeod,  told  me  he  was  born  in  Scotlaad, 
but  that,  having  taken  the  American  oath  of  al- 
legiance, and  being  married  in  Philadelphia,  he 
considered  himself  an  American  subject;   the 
other  men,  in  my  opinion,  are  BngUsh,  Scotch, 
or  Irish.    I  told  the  officers  of  the  Wasp  my  sua* 
picions,  and  that,  consequently,  it  was  my  inten- 
tion to  detain  them,  but  that  if  the  captain  or 
any  other  officer  could  identify  anv  of  them  as 
Americans,  I  would  instantly  send  them  on  board 
the  cartel  that  was  then  going  to  New  York 
with  the  officers  and  crew  «  the  Wasp. 

This  they  were  mmble  to  do,  and  ^  tburfere, 
sent  them  on  board  the  Ruby  to  await  your  plea- 
sure, being  perfectly  convinced,  within  my  owa 
breast,  that  they  were  British  subjects,  althou^ 
i  am  certainly  without  docomenu  to  prove  the 
facL    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

J.  P.  BERESFORD. 

Sir  J.  B.  Warr£n,  K.  B.  Admiral^  f  c. 


Captain  Jones  «•  the  aecetaiy  of  the  Naty. 

MAcsnoiriAM,  Nrw  Lohdoic, 
Sepiember  15, 1813. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  is  from  one  of  the  twelve 
of  the  crew  of  the  Wasp,  who  were  detained 
aAer  her  capmre  by  Captain  Beresford  on  the 
supposition  of  their  being  British  subjects. 

The  case  of  Mr.  McLeod,  the  boatswain^  is 
peculiarly  hard.  He  was  in  the  secvioe  duiug 
the  war  with  Tripoli,  and  has  continued  ao  ever 
since ;  he  has  been  for  several  yeara  naarried  to 
a  discreet  woman  in  Virginia,  the  daughter  of  a 
person  living  about  nine  miles  from  Norfolk, 
and  has,  or  had  when  he  left  home,  two  or  three 
children. 

The  persons  detained  were  Mr.  Mcljeod,  boat- 
swain, the  writer  of  the  enclosed,  alias  John 
Qoldthwait.  J.  Stevens,  boatswain's  mate,  Qeorga 
M.  D.  Read,  Thomas  Phillips,  John  Rose,  a  bov, 
Dennis  Dougherty,  marine,  William  MiteheB, 
Peter  Barrow,  and  John  Brooks,  boy. 

Respectfully,  yours,  J.  JONBS. 

Hon.  WlLLIAX  JONBB. 
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[Bnelosed  in  tli«  prdcediagp.] 
Mr*  Qonltlirite  to  Captain  Jonaa. 

MSLYILLE  PbISON,  HaLIFAX, 

Augtut  16, 1813. 

SiB :  We  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  yoa  to 
inform  yon  that,  on  the  18th  of  June,  we  were 
aeot  oat  of  the  Qoree  prison  ship,  tt  Bermuda, 
OB  board  the  Dragon  74  for  Halifax,  where  we 
arrired  after  a  favorable  passage  of  tea  days,  a  ad 
we  are  aorrj  to  inform  you  that  we  are  almost 
naked  for  want  of  clothes,  haring  nothing  ex- 
cept one  shirt  and  trowaers,  and  as  there  la  no 
more  prospect  of  getting  clear  than  there  was 
when  we  were  first  taken  prisoners,  we  humbly 
entreat  you  that  you  will  send  us  some  relief,  as 
we  have  applied  several  times  to  Mr.  Mitchell 
for  some  clothes,  and  we  cannot  get  any;  so, 
without  you  relieve  us,  we  shall  perish  for  want 
of  clothes  here  in  Winter,  as  it  is  very  severe. 

We  remain  your  most  obedient  and  humble 
servaou, 

J.  GOULTHRITE,  and  other: 

Captain  JoneSj 

U,  3.fngaie  Macedcniain, 

P.  S.  We  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  three 
died  at  Bermuda,  viz :  Peter  Barrow,  John  Rose, 
and  John  Stephens. 


Extrael  of  a  letter  ftom  the  Commisaaiy  General  of 
P^riaoners  to  Cokmel  Thomas  Barday,  dated 

NovBMBBR  Sr3,  181S. 
Bvi.  air.  these  are  not  the  only  cases  in  which 
it  is  plainly  shown  how  the  coildnet  of  your  of- 
ficers ID  seising  and  separating  our  captured  men 
ftcm  the  ordinarjr  state  of  prisoners,  and  sub- 
jeciHig  them  to  long  and  painful  confinement 
haa  stood  aeKnsondemned  on  their  own  assumee 

Sound.  I  will  instance,  among  many  that  might 
oited,  the  cases  of  five^  at  least,  of  the  six  men 
of  the  crew  of  the  Nautilus,  the  six  men  of  the 
crew  of  the  privateer  Sarah  Ann,  thus  taken, 
long  held,  ana  finally  discharged :  and  the  twelve 
men  of  the  crew  of  the  Wasp,  taken  and  held  in 
like  manner,  three  of  whom  nave  fallen  a  sacri* 
fice  to^  and  during,  severe  confinement,  and  the 
remaining  nine,  as  you  have  informed  me,  are  at 
length  restored  to  the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners 
in  Halifax  for  exchange.  In  this  last  instance,  I 
refer  rou,  sir,  to  the  letter  from  Commodore  Ber- 
esford  to  Admiral  Warren,  of  which  I  furnished 
you  a  copy,  and  in  which  he  states  explicitly 
that  he  had  designated  and  detained  them  merely 
on  susjficioo,  and  because  oar  officers  could  not, 
of  their  own  knowledge,  declare  that  they  were 
native  born  Americans. 


Sxtnol  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomaa  BareUy  to 
the  Cenuaiasary  General  of  Priaoneis,  dated 

SBPTBMBBa  7, 1813. 
His  Majesty's  schooner  Dominica,  lately  cap- 
tured by  an  American  privateer  after  a  sangui- 
nary conflict,  has  been  carried  into  Charleston, 
South  Carolina.  At  the  time  the  letter  to  me 
aanouBcing  her  arriral  was  written,  the  marshal 


had  not  admitted  the  officers,  midshipmen,  and 
master's  mates,  &e.,  to  their  parole.  I  am  alaa 
informed  there  Mre  some  masters  of  British  armed 
resaels  detained  on  board  the  prison-ship  to  whom 
the  indulgence  of  parole  has  been  refused. 

Whether  this  is  correct  I  do  not  take  upon  me 
to  say ;  but  you  will  do  me  a  favor  by  ordering 
the  marshal  at  Charleston  to  extend  the  indul- 
gence of  paroles  to  such  characters  as  you  think 
proper,  and  acquaint  me  with  the  extent  to 
which  you  limit  them. 

I  beg  leave,  also,  to  request  you  will  send  the 
necessary  orders  to  the  marshal  to  furnish  the 
British  prisoners  with  comfortable  bedding,  and 
the  necessary  utensils  for  cooking,  ^.,  asr  the 
men  of  the  Dominica  were  stripped  of  every- 
thing by  the  crew  of  the  American  privateer, 
who,  in  every  other  instance,  I  am  informed, 
behaved  with  a  barbarity  not  practised  by  civil- 
ized nations.  I  do  not  mention  this  to  you  bv 
way  of  complaint,  because  my  Qovernment  wiu 
take  the  necessary  measures,  if  the  information 
ia  correct,  but  to  afibrd  the  American  Govern* 
ment  an  opportunity  of  inveetigating  the  facta, 
and  correcting  future  acts  of  oarbarity  v^hioh 
dishonor  human  nature.  The  crew  of  the  Amer- 
icaa  privateer,  it  is  said,  were  principally  blacka 
and  men  of  color. 


Extract  of  a  letlsr  fiom  the  CemmiMaiy  General  of 
Paseneia  to  Cokmel  Thamaa  Bardi^,  dated 

OOTOBBR  5,  1813. 

I  have  written  to  the  Marshal  of  South  Caro* 
lina  on  the  subject  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  of 
September,  and  can  assure  you  that  everything 
shall  be  done  there  that  is  requisite  to  make  your 
prisoners  comfortable.  As  to  paroles  at  that 
depot,  I  have  no  particular  information ;  I  have 
required  it,  and  it  shall  be,  when  received,  com^ 
municated.  The  practice  has  been,  heretofore, 
to  parole  all  midshipmen  and  commissioaed  of- 
ficers of  men  of  war,  and  all  roaster's  mates  and 
lieutenants  of  private  armed  ships  and  merchant- 
men, which  I  am  entirely  disposed  to  continue,  if 
the  practice  on  vour  side  will  permit  me  to  do 
so.  I  understand  that  your  Government  paroles 
neither  mates  nor  lieutenants,  or  at  most  not 
lower  than  the  first  mate,  and  no  master  of  a  pri- 
vateer under  fourteen  guns.  I  request  early  in- 
formation from  you  on  this  sabject,  to  enable  me 
to  determine  on  the  course  proper  to  be  taken 
here. 

You  state  that  you  are  informed  that  the  men 
of  the  late  British  schooner  Dominica  were 
stripped  of  everything  by  the  crew  of  the  cap- 
turing American  privateer,  and,  in  every  instancCi 
treated  with  a  barbarity  not  practised  by  civi- 
lized nations,  aad  which  dishonor  human  nature. 
I  regret  to  hear  that  any  of  our  masters  of  pri- 
vateers^ who  have  heretofore  been  as  remarkable 
for  their  generosity  and  kindness  to  prisoners 
when  subdued,  as  they  have  been  for  their  skill 
and  bravery-  iu  battle,  should  be  accused  of  such 
unpardonable  acts.  The  facta  shall  be  inquired 
into,  and,  if  they  exist,  as  yon  suppose  they  do, 
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2oa  may  be  assured  ihey  will  not  pass  unnoticed 
Y  a  Qovernment  whose  constant  effort  has  been 
to  invite  by  example  its  enemy  to  conduct  the 
war  in  all  its  branches  in  the  most  humane  pos- 
sible manner.  Without,  at  this  time,  assenting 
to  or  denying  the  facts  you  suppose  to  exist,  I 
will  remind  you  that  it  is  said  to  be  difficult  to 
restrain  the  conquering  crew,  on  a  ressel  carried 
by  boarding,  from  acts  of  cruelty  and  of  pillage ; 
and  I  trust  the  same  laudable  spirit  which  has 
excited  your  feelings  on  this  occasion  will  cause 
you  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  crew  of 
your  fri^te  Shannon,  (when  the  Chesapeake 
was  carried  in  that  way,)  and,  above  all,  will 
hare  induced  you  to  have  become  possessed  of, 
and  to  have  reported  to  the  proper  authorities, 
the  facts  attending  the  Anglo-Indian  warfare  on 
the  Canada  lines;  since,  surely,  if  any  excesses 
in  this  life  can  be  most  properly  termed  "  barbar- 
ities which  dishonor  human  nature,"  they  must 
be  those  exhibited  on  the  late  occasions  on  the 
river  Raisin,  Brownstown,  and  elsewhere,  when 
the  Indians,  in  British  pay,  fighting  by  tae  side 
of  British  troops,  and  afterwards  thanked  in  gen- 
eral orders  by  British  officers,  were  permitted  to 
murder  by  piecemeal,  to  hack,  to  mangle,  and  to 
torture  unto  slow  death,  and  to  burn  alive,  Amer- 
ican citizens,  their  prisoners;  and,  as  if  to  fill 
the  measure  of  savage  enormity,  to  expose  the 
bodies  of  these  wretched  sufferers  to  be  aevoured 
on  the  surface  by  every  passing  vermin. 

These  things,  sir,  have  been  repeatedly  done  in 
the  face  of  the  world,  and  are  not  to  be  contra- 
dicted. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  you  will  afford  the 
British  Government  an  opportunity  of  investi- 
gating the  facts,  and  of  correcting  acts,  to  the 
description  of  which,  in  adequate  terms,  no  lan- 
guage used  by  civilized  man  is  equal. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoner!  to  Morton  A.  Wariog,  Esq.,  Marshal  of 
South  Carolina,  dated 

OCTOBEB  5, 1813. 

I  send  extracts  of  a  late  letter  from  Colonel 
Barclav,  and  of  my  reply.  Respecting  paroles 
you  will  give  me  early  in^rmation,  and  1  request 
that  you  will  make  particular  inquiry  as  to  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Decatur 
on  the  charge  broueht  against  them,  from  such 
sources  as  can  be  depended  on,  and  give  me  the 
most  authentic  information  you  can  obtain,  as 
also  a  lisc  of  the  crew  when  she  returned  into 
port,  also  descriptive  of  the  persons  composing 
It,  which  may  be  readily  bsd  of  the  collector. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Morton  A.  Waring,  Marshal 
of  South  Carolina,  to  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners,  dated 

October  16, 1813. 

I  hasten  to  reply,  partially,  to  your  letter  of  the 
5th  instant,  which  nasthis  moment  come  to  hand, 
accompanied  by  extracts,  dbc,  therein  referred  to. 
Respecting  paroles,  they  have  never  been,  in  any 
instance,  denied  to  characters  who  were  deemed 


worthy  of  them*  I  confess,  in  conaeqaeBce  of 
several  breaches  of  paroles  by  captains  of  mer- 
chantmen, I  felt;  on  the  arrival  or  the  Decatur, 
some  hesitation  in  granting  Captain  Sinclair, 
master  of  a  merchantman,  a  parole ;  but,  as  soon 
as  I  could  receive  the  pledge  of  the  British  sub- 
agent  here  for  his  good  conduct,  I  granted  his 
Earole.  I  have  since  paroled  Captain  Sindairto 
liverpool  on  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the 
cartel.  The  midshipmen  taken  in  the  Dominica 
were  paroled  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  arrf* 
val  here.  Those  officers  who  came  under  the 
character  of  non-combatants  were  inamediately 
released.  Without  orders  from  your  Department 
I  shall  not,  on  any  occasion,  parole  officers  belov 
the  grade  of  captains  of  merchantmep,  and  sbati 
be  very  circumspect  towards  them.  Tberefore, 
sir,  all  that  extract  of  Colonel  Barclay's  letter  to 
you,  which  speaks  of  the  refusal  of  paroles,  is  do€ 
founded  on  fact. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Morton  A.  Waxing,  Marabml 
of  South  Carolina^  to  the  Commissaxy  Oeneral  of 
Prisoners,  dated 

October  26, 1813. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Tidyman,  a  gentleman  of  re- 
spectable professional  standing,  who  volunteered 
his  services  to  the  wounded  on  their  arrival  here, 
is  enclosed. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  procare  any  eertaia 
information  as  to  the  characters  of  the  persons 
who  composed  the  crew  of  the  Decatur ;  as  near 
as  I  can  come  to  the  fact,  she  had  about  tbree- 
fourths  while  men,  on  board. 

Those  officers  wiio  were  heard  to  apeak  of  the 
treatment  which  the^  received  from  the  priva* 
teersmen,  after  their  surrender,  having  gooe 
from  this  place,  I  have  been  obliged  to  reaort  to 
the  certificate  of  such  |;entlemen  aa  questioned 
them  on  this  point;  which  certificate  1  have  for- 
warded to  you. 

Charleston,  October  8, 1813. 

Deab  Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  reqaesL 
I  hasten  with  cheerfulness  to  state  to  yon  my 
opinion  of  your  conduct  towards  the  British  pris* 
oners  of  war  captured  in  the  Dominica  by  the 
Decatur ;  and  it  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  1  can 
candidly  say  that^  during  the  short  time  I  attend- 
ed the  wounded,  in  company  with  Dr.  Waring,  I 
heard  the  prisoners  express  the  most  perfect  sat- 
isfaction and  gratitude  at  the  humane  treatment 
they  received  from  yourself,  and  also  from  Cap- 
tain PratL  acting  under  your  instructions;  and  I 
must  coDiess  that,  in  every  part  of  Europe  which 
I  have  visited,  I  never  saw  better  treatment  shown 
towards  prisoners  of  war  than  is  now  experienced 
by  the  British  prisoners  on  board  of  the  prison- 
snip  under  the  immediate  command  of  (5aptaia 
Pratt.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  their  diet 
is  not  only  wholesome,  but  very  liberal.  I  have 
no  hesitation  further  to  state  that  the  officers  of 
the  Dominica,  with  Captain  Sinclair  of  the  Brit- 
ish merchant  ship  London  Trader,  did  reccire 
their  paroles  within  a  very  few  days  after  the  ar- 
rival of  the  respective  vesaels  in  our  harbor. 
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Your  oondact  has  beeo,  to  the  best  of  my  obter- 
TatioB,  8ucb  as  to  entitJe  you  to  the  good  opinioa 
of  yoor  feilow-citizens.  Yon  hare  acted  m  the 
strict  line  of  yoor  doty,  and,  coosequently,  must 
merit  the  approbation  of  your  GoTernmeot.  I 
am  extremely  sorry  to  fiod  that  yoa  hare  been 
QDJQstly  charged  with  deoyiog  paroles  to  British 
officers^  aod  xeeping  them  in  confinement  on 
board  of  the  prison-ship.  The  character  of  an 
informer  is  always  obnozioas;  but  when  he  de- 
scends to  falsehoods,  he  then  indeed  ought  to  be 
treated  as  an  outcast  of  society.  With  respect  to 
your  inquiry  relative  to  what  I  know  of  the  treat- 
ment which  the  British  prisoners  sustained  on 
board  of  the  Dominica  and  Decatur,  I  must  beg 
learc  to  inform  you  that,  as  my  only  object  ip 
seeing  those  unfortunate  men  was  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  my  profession  towards  them,  I  con- 
sidered it,  therefore,  indelicate  to  submit  ques- 
tions which  miffht  unnecessarily  give  rise  to  any 
OBpleasant  feeungs  or  conversation  on  a  subject 
that  was  foreiffn  to  my  purpose,  and  which  I  felt 
myself  unauthorized  to  seek  into.  When  they 
were  delivered  to  Captain  Pratt  they  all  appeared 
to  be  well  clothed,  and  many  brought  with  them 
their  baggage.  With  respect  to  myself,  I  have 
done  no  more  than  was  consistent  with  the  duty 
of  a  Christian,  and  it  is  one  I  shall  always  feel 
gratified  in  discharging  towards  prisoners  of  any 
nation. 

With  sentiments  of  respect,  d«. 

PHILIP  TIDYMAN. 

Morton  A.  Waring,  Esq. 

MarsJuU,  Charlegton. 


Cbarlbbton,  October  26,  1813. 

We  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  day  subsequent 
to  the  anival  of  tne  American  private  armed 
schooner  Decatur,  Captain  Dommique  d'Iron, 
With  her  prize,  the  British  armed  schooner  Do- 
minica, into  this  port,  we.  the  undersigned,  went 
on  board  the  latter  vessel,  in  company  with  sct- 
eral  gentlemen,  among  others  the  honorable  John 
Drayton.  Judce  of  the  Admiralty ;  and  during  our 
stay  on  board  the  said  vessel  we  conversed  with 
some  of  the  prisoners,  by  whom  we  were  expli- 
citly informed  that  they  had  been  treated  by  the 
captors  ^iike  brothers."  It  was  remarked  by 
them  that  there  was  considerable  carnage  and 
bloodshed,  naturally  consequent  to  the  confusion 
of  boarding,  but  after  possession  of  the  prize  bad 
been  taken  by  the  captors,  every  kindness  was 
afforded. 

JAMBS  JBWfiY, 
JOHN  PRATT, 
J.  B.  WHITE. 


OfFIOC  CoMM'RT  Gbn'l  op  PRiaONBRS, 

Washington,  August  27, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  copies 
of  the  following  letters  from  Dr.  Samuel  Me- 
Keehan,  surgeon's  mate,  second  regiment  of  the 
Ohio  militia,  to  Major  General  Dearborn,  of  the 
34th  of  May  last ;  two  from  the  same  person,  one 


of  the  6th  of  May  and  one  of  the  9th  of  May^  to 
Lieutenant  Dudley ;  and  one  of  the  12ih  of  May, 
from  Qeorffe  H.  Rodgers.  of  the  United  States' 
Army,  to  Lieutenant  Dudley. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  statement  of  Dr. 
McKeehan,  if  it  iscorrecL.  and,  from  the  respecta- 
bility of  his  character,  there  is  too  much  reason 
to  believe  it,  that  outrages  have  been  committed 
on  bis  person,  not  to  be  justified.  I  do  not,  how* 
ever,  in  requiring  an  explanation,  rest  this  matter 
on  the  statement  of  the  suffering  person  only : 
Lieutenant  Dudley,  of  the  United  States' Navy, 
was  at  Montreal  during  his  confinement,  as  you 
will  remark  by  the  letters  addressed  to  him.  That 
gentleman  Airnished  me  himself  with  the  origi- 
nals of  the  two  letters  addressed  to  him  bv  Dr. 
McKeehan,  and  of  that  from  George  H.  Rodgers, 
and  confirmed  all  that  is  stated  by  the  Doctor  to 
have  happened,  after  his  (the  Lieutenant's)  ar- 
rival at  Montreal,  and  assured  me  that  the  Uoo- 
tor's  treatment,  previous  to  that  time,  was  spoken 
of  in  Canada  as  a  matter  of  notoriety,  to  be  such 
as  he  has  represented  it. 

I  request,  sir,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  in- 
quire into  the  facts,  and  the  causes  alleged  for 
treatment  so  inhuman  to  a  man  sent  by  the  proper 
authority,  under  the  sacred  protection  of  a  fiae 
of  truce,  to  administer  kindly  offices  and  medical 
aid  to  our  wounded  prisoners,  and  also  into  the 
facts  of  the  severe  confinement  and  cruel  usage 
alleged  to  have  been  used  towards  the  fourteen 
American  prisoners  at  Montreal,  named  by  Dr. 
McKeehan. 

I  shall  refrain,  sir,  from  pointing  out  what  may 
be  thought  the  proper  atonement  to  be  made  on 
the  cases  described,  until  your  explanation  is 
received.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

J.  MASON. 

Col.  Tbob.  Barclay,  &c. 

Montreal  Prison,  May  6, 1813. 

Sir:  J  am  an  unfortunate  American  who  was 
taken  by  the  Indians  on  my  way  to  Maiden,  with 
a  flag  of  truce  from  General  Harrison,  on  the 
night  of  the  Slst  of  January,  and  after  a  variety 
of  indignities,  too  tedious  to  mention.  I  was 
brought  here  and  put  into  the  dungeon  for  thirty- 
three  days,  and  have  been  up  on  the  centre  floor 
a  week.  I  wish  to  see  you,  if  possible,  and  have 
your  advice,  ^.    In  haste,  yours,  Sbe. 

SAMUEL  McKBBHAN, 
Surgeon^s  Mate,  Ohio  Militia. 

Lieutenant  Duolet. 

Montreal  Prison,  May  9, 1813. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  Sir  George's  aid  came  and  in* 
formed  me  that  the  nature  of  my  confinement 
had  been  contrary  to  his  orders,  and  Colonel 
Lethbridffe  was  required  to  restore  ray  liberty.  I 
was  also  informed  that  you  and  myself  would 
probably^  in  a  few  days,  be  sent  to  the  United 
States.  Colonel  Lethbridge  told  me  he  would 
send  for  me  at  three  o'clock  and  take  my  parole. 
In  less  than  an  hour  Major  Shackleton  called, 
and  said  the  Governor,  after  more  mature  consid- 
eration, had  concluded  he  could  not  let  me  hare 
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my  liberty  antii  iie  woald  he^r  from  Gkaerml 
Proetor. 

Two  or  three  days  after  my  imprisonmeBt,  Ma- 
jor Sbackleton  tola  me  that  Qeneral  Proctor  had 
promised,  with  the  next  despatches,  to  send  on 
ail  the  papers  relating  to  my  case,  aod  that  (hen 
I  would  have  a  hearing. 

So  yon  may  see  punishment  by  torture  is  not 
yet  abolished.  If  they  had  drove  a  dagger  through 
my  heart  my  punishment  would  have  been  much 
less,  and  their  comiMMsion  much  greater. 
Tours,  dee. 

SAMUEL  McKEEHAN. 

Major  Shackleton  also  told  me  that  Colonel 
Baynes  was  unauthorized  to  tell  me  what  he  did. 

S.  MeK. 
Lieutenant  Dudley. 

Montreal  Jail,  May  12, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  am  requested  by  Dr.  McKeehan  to  in- 
form you  of  his  present  unpleasant  situation.  He 
is  at  this  time  so  unwell  as  to  be  confined  to  his 
bed,  and  has  no  chance  of  getting  anytbinff  to 
make  him  comfortable.  No  person  attends  here 
to  examine  our  situation,  neither  have  we  a 
chance  to  send  out  after  any  necessaries  that  we 
want. 

I  am  confident  the  Doctor's  case  requires  some 
very  speedy  aid.  particularly  as  it  respects  his 
confined  situation,  lodging,  »c. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

GEORQE  H.  RODGERS, 

United  States*  Army. 

Lieutenant  Dudley. 

Niagara  Coffee  House, 

May  24, 1813. 

Sir:  Without  introduction  or  apology.  I  beg 
leave  to  state  to  your  Excellency  that,  on  tne  31st 
of  January  last,  l  was  ordered  b^  General  Harri- 
son to  proceed  to  the  river  Raisin  with  a  flag  of 
trace.  I  was  reqaired  in  my  instructions,  if  I 
met  no  British  officer  at  that  place,  to  proceed  to 
Maiden,  if  too  great  danger  did  not  appear  from 
the  savages.  The  same  evening,  tniriy-three 
miles  from  the  river  Raisin,  the  Indians  fired 
upon  us  and  killed  Mr.  Lamont,  one  of  my  attend- 
ants, wounded  mvself  in  the  foot,  then  conveyed 
me  to  Captain  Elliott,  who  took  me  to  the  river 
Raidin,  and  from  thence  sent  me  to  General  Proc- 
tor  at  headquarters  in  Sandwich,  who  swore,  by 
God,  that  the  flag  and  papers  which  1  gave  nim 
were  only  a  pretence  to  cover  a  dishonorable  ser- 
vice. I  rebutted  his  insinuations  as  moderately 
as  my  indignant  feelings  would  permit.  General 
Prootor  made  several  obserratioos  on  General 
Harrison's  ability  as  a  comdnander ;  said  he  was 
used  to  fight  Indians,  but  not  British  troops,  4bc. 
He  kept  my  instructions ;  did  not  even  inform 
the  senior  officer,  Ensign  Baker,  of  the  American 
prisoners,  that  he  had  a  letter  for  him.  I  was 
ordered  to  a  tavern,  under  the  care  of  a  French 
sergeant.  I  waited  until  the  4th  of  February 
before  I  wrote  to  General  Proctor,  demanding  in 
what  character  I  was  considered,  how  long  I 
would  be  detained)  and  the  cause  of  my  de- 
tention. 


The  next  day  the  Generaf  a  Aid  infoimed  me 
I  was  recognised  as  sm'geon's  mate,  and  would 
attend  with  Dr.  Brown  on  the  Amcricaa  wo«nd- 
ed  prisoners.  On  the  13th  I  received  a  letter  itoaa 
General  Proctor,  in  answer  to  one  I  had  written 
to  him  on  the  day  before,  of  which  the  fottawiag 
is  a  copy : 

Sandwich,  FAruary  12, 1813. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  11th  in- 
stant, I  am  directed  by  Colonel  Proctor,  con- 
manding;  to  observe  that  vou  were  sent  in  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  on  the  sick  and  wounded  of 
General  Winchester's  army,  for  which  purpose 
you  are  now  detained,  and  beg  leave  further  to 
observe  that,  in  the  execution  of  your  doty,  yon 
will  render  a  most  important  service  to  your 
country.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  W.  McLBAN,  A  I?,  a 

I  continued  to  attend  the  woanded  oDtil  the 
2(1  of  March,  when  A.  D.  C.  McLean  infomcd 
me  that  I  was  accused  of  cariyiag  oa  a  privale 
correspondence,  and  that  he  Wks  ordered  to  take 
me  into  custody,  and  secare  my  P^^P^v*)  which 
was  accordingly  done  in  the  most  imcivil  aaan- 
ner.  Oa  the  7th  of  March  I  was  taken  by  a 
guard  to  Fort  George,  without  trial  or  hearing, 
although  I  had  written  to  General  Proctor  re- 
peatedly, requesting  an  investigatioi^to  which  I 
received  no  answer  of  any  kind.  From  Fort 
George  I  was  sent  to  Montreal,  and  hurried  on, 
night  and  day,  although  thinly  clothed,  baring 
been  robbed  and  stripped  by  the  Indians,  and  Che 
weather  very  cold.  On  my  arrival  at  Montreal, 
I  was,  without  being  asked  any  queations,  or  per- 
mitted to  ask  any  myself,  put  into  a  dungeon 
eight  or  ten  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
in  dark  and  solitary  confinement,  and  there 
kept  thirty-three  dayi^  after  which  I  was  pet  op 
with  the  American  prisoners.  A  few  days  after 
my  elevation,  Lieutenant  Dudley  became  ac- 
quainted with  my  situation;  and  made  snch  rep* 
resentations  to  Governor  Prevost  as  indoccd  hia 
Excellency  to  send  his  Aid,  Colonel  Baynes,  who 
said  he  was  directed  by  the  Gorernor  to  infona 
me  that  the  outrage  which  had  been  committed 
on  Boy  person  was  contrary  to  his  orders,  and 
told  Colonel  Lethbridge  to  take  my  paroU  uid 
Itbente  me  immediately.  The  Colonel,  not  hav- 
ing  materials  for  writing  at  hand,  said  he  woald 
send  for  me  at  three  o'clock.  In  less  than  an 
hour  the  Town  Major  came,  and  infonncd  me 
that  the  Governor,  on  more  mature  considemtioa, 
thought  he  could  not  liberate  me  until  he  got 
despatches  from  General  Proctor.  On  the  17th 
of  May,  eight  or  ten  days  after,  I  was  taken  from 
prison,  and,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  Dad* 
ley,  sent  to  the  United  States.  I  may  here  ob- 
serve that  the  apartment  in  which  I  was  confined 
did  not  contain  either  chair,  bench,  or  stool,  or 
bedding,  whatever,  for  the  space  ot  two  weeks: 
Fresh  beef  was  furnished,  but  no  salt.  I  was 
denied  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  treated  uniformly 
with  the  utmost  contempt  by  the  sergeaat,  wboai' 
I  had  the  honor  of  seeing  once  every  day  for  a 
few  minutes.    By  the  request  of  fourteen  Ameii- 
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aiD  prisoaeray  now  in  Montreftl  jail,  whme  Bttmes 
are  Mtemito  wmeacd,  I  bef  leare  to  sute  to  your 
SjueUency  that  tbey  are  Kept  ia  eio9e  confiae- 
meat,  sometimes  half  a  day^  without  water,  and 
frequenftly  two  or  three  days  withoot  wood  to 
took  with;  aod  when  they  complained,  the  jail* 
er's  curies  were  freely  lavished  upon  them.  They 
have  not  the  priWIeg^e  of  proeoring  some  little 
necessaries,  which  the  benevolence  of  some  hu- 
mane persons  enabled  them  to  do,  by  giving  them 
a  little  money.  Sir  George  Pcevoet  has  told  them 
that  their  confinement  is  owing  to  the  bad  faith 
of  their  own  Government,  dbc. 

I  would  have  stated  to  your  Exeellency  the 
kaowledge  I  bad,  through  a  report  of  others,  of 
the  outrages  and  cruelties  exercised  on  the  Amer- 
icao  prisoners  taken  at  General  Winchester's  de- 
leal,  but  must  refer  your  Excellency  to  Mr.  Ru- 
Umdf  who  had  a  command  ia  the  Michigan  mili- 
tin  last  Summer,  and  who  was,  after  having  beee 
dwyossensed  of  all  his  property,  sent  to  Fort 
€korge  with  me  ;  who,  no  doQb^  had  many  op- 
portunities of  hearing  such  things  triumphantly 
apoken  of  among  British  officers  and  subjectSb 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Blxoelleacy's  most 
liLaaakle  and  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  MoKBBHAN, 
Qwteon^B  MaU  2d  vdg't  OMo  mUitkL 

Major  Gen.  Dearborn. 

ImI  of  penavu  in  the  Mtmtnal  JaiL^Qeorge 
H.  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Army,  William  Hoiieoback, 
Seth  Barns,  Gains  Hooker,  Pbilaster  Jones,  Dan- 
ny Jones,  Jared  Witherall,  Major  Watson,  Alex- 
ander McGregor,  Lewis  Minor.  John  Campbell, 
Zdbtna  Konkey,  Pliny  Konaey,  and  David 
Johnson. 


Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to  General  Mason. 

Harlem,  Augutt  30, 1813. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  27th  current, 
respecting  Mr.  Samuel  McKeehan,  Surgeon's 
Mate  in  the  Ohio  militia,  and  fourteen  American 
prisoners  at  Montreal,  mentioned  by  him,  I  beg 
leave  to  assure  you  that  no  exertions  on  mj  part 
shall  be  omitted  to  obtain  an  early  and  satisfac- 
tory elucidation  of  the  treatment  stated  to  have 
been  received  by  Mr.  McKeehan,  and  which  he 
represenie  the  fourteen  other  pritoneieal  Montreal 
experienced.  By  the  next  post  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  to  transmit  to  you  a  despatch  to  his  Ex- 
cellency Sir  George  Prevost  on  the  subject,  with 
copies  of  your  letter,  and  the  documents  enclosed 
therewith,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to 
have  forwarded  to  Canada  by  a  flag  of  truce. 

I  confidently  hope  a  satisfactory  explanation 
will  be  returned :  whatever  else  may  be  consid- 
ered as  exceptionable  traits  in  the  characters  of 
the  individuals  composing  the  nation  to  which  I 
belong,  inhumanity  towards  prisoners  has,  I  sus- 
pect, never  before  been  attributed. 

I  nave  tbe  honor  to  be,  &c. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Masor. 


General  Mason  to  Colenel  Thomas  Barclay. 

Harlem,  Atigiief  17, 1813. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Moore,  sub-agent  for  British  prisoners  at  Sche- 
nectady, from  Joseph  Edwards  and  Doctor  I. 
Muirhead,  two  of  His  Majesty's  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  district  of  Niagara,  who,  it  appears, 
were  paroled  on  or  before  the  14th  of  June  last, 
by  the  American  General  commanding  at  Fort 
George,  but  have  since  been  made  prisoners,  and 
marcned  to  Albany,  without  having  (as  they 
state)  committed  any  offence,  and  no  cause  as- 
signed for  this  treatment. 

If  their  statement  is  correct,  which,  from  the 
respectability  of  their  characters,  is  most  proba- 
ble, the  treatment  they  have  received  Is  a  gross 
vidation  of  the  cartel  of  the  12th  of  Ma^. 

I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  immedi- 
ate measures  to  ascertain  the  facts,  and  if  the 
merits  turn  out,  as  I  hope  they  will,  in  favor  of 
these  gentlemen,  that  you  will  order  them  to  be 
released,  reimburse  their  expenses  from  Niagara 
to  Albany,  pay  three  shillings  sterling  per  day  for 
subsistence  while  in  Albany,  (to  which  their  rank 
entitles  them,)  the  necessary  allowance  for  their 
expenses  back  to  Niagara,  and  furnish  them  with 
passports  to  return  thither. 

But  should  the  result  of  your  inquiries  prove 
that  these  gentlemen  have  acted  improperly  or 
imprudently,  I  reouest  you  will  possess  me  with 
the  particulars,    f  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^c. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Jobn  Mason,  dtc. 


General  Mason  to  Colonel  Barclay. 

Ofpice  Comm'rt  Gbn'l  of  Prisonbrb, 
WA8aiN«T0N.  AuguH  83, 1813. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  in- 
stant, and  have  written  this  day  to  the  deputy 
marshal  at  Pittsfield,  to  make  the  necessary  in- 
guirtes  there,  and  at  Albany,  as  to  the  case  of 
Joseph  Edwards  and  I.  Muirhead,  whose  own 
account  of  their  treatment  you  have  transmitted. 
I  can  only  assure  yon,  sir,  that  if  anything  incor- 
rect has  been  done  towards  these  persons,  an  im- 
mediate and  proper  course  shall  be  taken ;  at  any 
rate,  you  shall  be  informed  of  the  result  of  my 
inquiries. 

In  the  meantime  I  shall  refrain  from  entering 
into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  case  as  sup- 
posed by  you.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac, 

J.  MASON. 

Col.  Tboka8  Barclay,  Ac. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissanr  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Robert  Gardner,  United  States' 
agent  for  prisoners  near  Quebec. 

OCTOBBR  23,  1813. 
Information  has  been  received  at  this  office, 
that  Doctor  William  McDowell  Scott,  late  Mar- 
shal of  the  United  States  at  Detroit,  seized  by 
the  British  officer  commanding  at  that  place,  du- 
ring last  Summer,  and  sent  to  (luebec,  was,  and 
is  still,  closely  confined  there  -,  and  that  Doctof 


2207 


APPENDIX. 


2206 


Ch^at  Britainr^Naiuralixaiioiu 


James  W.  Wood,  of  Platuborg,  Champkin^  and 
Innis  B.  Palmer,  of  Scbioaser,  respectable  private 
citizens,  have  been  seized  by  tbe  same  authority, 
and  confined  at  the  same  place. 

You  are  requested  to  inquire  of  tbe  proper  au- 
thority into  the  circumstances  of  these  cases,  and 
if  you  find  them  to  exist  in  the  manner  I  suppose 
them  to  be.  to  remonstrate,  respectfully,  but 
strongly,  against  the  confinement  and  detention 
of  these  gentlemen,  and  that  you  will  use  your 
efforts  to  have  them  liberated  and  sent  back  to 
their  country,  with  the  prisoners  about  to  be  re- 
leased.  You  will  be  pleased  to  report,  in  any 
event,  particularly  to  me,  the  circumstances  of 
each  case,  the  manner  of  confinement  and  treat- 
ment, and  the  alleged  cause. 


General  Mason  to  Thomas  Barclay. 

Office  Comm'ry  Qen'l  of  Prisoners, 
WAsmNGTON,  December  27, 1813. 

Sir  :  Under  cover  with  this,  I  have  the  honor" 
to  transmit  you  copies  of  letters  and  enclosures 
received  from  Colonel  Grardner,  American  agent 
for  prisoners  of  war  in  Canada,  received  a  few 
days  ago  by  Colonel  Boerstler,  a  list  of  which  is 
annexed. 

By  these  you  will  perceive  the  manner  in  which 
chat  gentleman  is  restricted ;  how  diflferent  the 
treatment  towards  him  from  that  observed  to- 
wards the  British  agents  similarljr  situated  in  this 
country.  In  short,  that  he  is  so  tied  up,  that  it  is 
impossible  that  bis  functions  can  be  performed  in 
such  a  way  as  to  be  of  the  utility  intended  toward 
our  prisoners,  by  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
arrangement  on  this  subject  between  the  two 
nations. 

I  beg  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the 
letters  which  passed  between  Colonel  Grardner 
and  Captain  Kemp,  your  agent  for  prisoners  rel- 
ative to  rations.  You  will  observe,  sir,  that  as 
late  as  the  31st  of  October,  my  last  communica- 
tion, the  allowance  stipulated  by  the  cartel  bad 
not  been  furnished  our  prisoners.  I  have  to  re- 
quest, sir,  that  you  will  make  immediate  inter* 
ference  on  this  occasion,  and  cause  a  full  allow- 
ance to  be  made  them.  Our  soldiers  will  feei 
keenly  the  difference  between  half  a  pound  of 
bread  and  half  a  pound  of  meat.  Yours  have 
constantly  had  it  since  tbe  establishment  of  the 
cartel,  and,  before  that,  even  more ;  an  early  in- 
quiry on  this  subject  is  the  more  necessary  on  yoar 
part,  because,  from  the  hesitation  of  youroflicers, 
it  does  not  appear  that  they  mean  to  alter  the  sys- 
tem on  the  remonstrance  of  Colonel  Grardner ; 
and  because,  as  your  commanders  had  refused  to 
receive  an  agent  in  Canada,  until  the  latter  puart 
of  last  Summer,  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining 
what  was  the  subsistence  allowed  by  your  officers 
in  that  quarter  to  our  prisoners,  until  the  arrival 
of  Colonel  Gkirdner;  remonstrance  from  this 
oflice  has  been  much  later  than  it  otherwise  would 
have  been. 

Yon  will  remark,  sir,  by  the  communication  of 
General  Glasgow,  of  the  15ih  of  October,  to  Col- 
onel Gardner,  that  his  letters  are  all  inspected  be« 


fore  they  are  permiited^to  come  away,  aad  ^ 
Colonel  Ghtrdner's  letter  to  me  of  the  19th  of  Oc- 
tober, that  all  letters,  even  from  this  ofllee  tohia, 
will  be  opened. 

I  am  instructed,  sir,  to  request  yoa,  in  facnre,  Do 
send  all  yoar  letters  for  Canada  anaealed  tkroofk 
this  office,  and  to  inform  you  that  all  letters  from 
that  quarter  to  you  most  be  inspected. 

I  Mve  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

J.  MASON. 

Col.  Thomas  Barclat,  &e. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Gobmel  Thomas  Cbidasi^ 
United  States'  agent  for  pEJaoneiBin  Canada,  to  lbs 
Commiisiy  General  of  PrisoneEs. 

Beaufort,  October  15^  18ia 

I  have  this  day  visited  tbe  prison  at  Qaebee^ 
accompanied  by  Colonel  Perry,  who  lias  a  par- 
ticnlar  cammand  in  the  eity,  which  inelndea  tfce 
prison.  Thirteen  persons  were  shown  me  who 
were  said  to  be  Americans;  on  inquiry  I  find, 
that  Doctor  Scott  and  a  Mr.  Knaggs  are  Amer- 
icaa  citisens ;  copies  of  the  statemenu  of  their 
several  cases  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  having 
also  enclosed  in  a  letter  to  Sir  George  Prevost 
(copy  of  which  is  herewith)  duplicates  of  the 
above  statements.  A  Mr.  John  Gilbert  and  a  Uaek 
man  of  the  name  of  Jones  are  also  American  cit- 
izens; they  had  previously  given  to  Colonel  Perry 
a  statemeat  of  their  cases,  and  he  forwarded  ihem 
to  Sir  Gteorge  Prevoet ;  they  promise  to  gire  ae 
copies,  and,  when  I  have  themi  I  shall  do  what  I 
can  in  their  behalf;  they  were  residents  ia  Canada 
before  the  war,  the  others  have  been  long  reai* 
dents  in  Canada,  and  most  of  theoi  ander  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  British  Ch>vemment ;  one  of 
them  (a  Roswell  Johnson)  went  from  Gharry, 
within  the  British  lines,  to  shun  a  militia  draught 
The  situation  of  these  men  are  as  comfortable  as 
prisoners  in  jail  can  expect  to  be ;  and  they  sav 
that  since  Colonel  Perry  has  had  the  command 
of  tbe  place  it  is  much  bettered.  There  is  aiao 
on  board  one  of  the  prison-shim  an  American 
citizen  of  the  name  of  Stephen  Richards^  whom 
I  think  detained  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  car- 
tel. I  have  sent  a  copv  of  his  statement  to  Sir 
George  Prevost;  I  enclose  yoa  another. 

[Endoeed  hi  the  preceding  letter.] 
Jfr*.  WUHam  H.Seottio  Cohnel  Gardna-. 


€lt7BBB0  Prison,  CkM^er  8,  laia 
Sia :  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  candid  statemeat 
of  my  situation.  I  came  into  the  United  States 
early  in  1796,  a  young  man.  I  resided  several 
years  there,  and  at  length  regularly  became  a 
citizen,  and  held  some  respectable  appointments. 
In  this  situation  I  was  surrendered  by  General 
Hull  to  General  Brock,  in  August.  1812,  when 
we  were  to  be  protected  in  persons  and  property, 
and  the  militia  of  the  country  to  remain  peace- 
ably at  home  as  if  nothing  had  occurred.  Shortly- 
after  this,  I  was  stripped  of  all  my  personal  pro- 
perty to  upwards  of  five  hundred  dollars,  i  re- 
mained quietly  at  home,  and  in  the  Fall  had  p0- 
mission  from  General  Proctor  to  depart  in  a 
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•el,  but  the  seasoo  was  late  and  the  vessel  leaky, 
80  that  we  had  to  return.    In  this  manner  I  re- 
mained antil  the  month  of  Febraary  last,  when, 
with  a  nomber  of  Americans)  I  was  ordered  to 
quit  the  territory  for  the  State  of  New  York,  by 
tbe  way  of  Fort  George,  and  famished  with  a 
regular  passport  as  a  citizen  to  behave  as  be- 
Cometh*    We  travelled  this  distance  at  our  own 
expense,  and  without  any  goard.    While  remain- 
ing at  Fort  George  I  was  examined  before  his 
Excelleney  Sir  George  Pievost,  who  declared 
that  I  was  to  be  considered  in  no  other  light  than 
the  others  of  Brash's  militia  who  were  allcrossed 
o?€T  there.    It  was  not  deemed  expedient  to  cross 
over  any  more  at  that  place.    Colonel  Brash  had 
permiauon  to  retarn  to  his  family,  or  to  go  to 
fctngston,  and  be  crossed  over  there,  whicn  he 
did  t#o  or  three  days  afterwards.    While  wait- 
ing for  liberty  to  cross  over  I  was  warned  to  hold 
mvaelf  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  Kingston ;  I  was 
taken  charge  of  as  a  prisoner  by  the  sergeants 
and  cotidocted  to  Kingston  from  one  jail,  guard- 
house, or  cell,  to  another,  and  from  thence  to 
Montreal,  where  I  was  examined  by  the  police 
and  committed  as  a  prisoner  of  war;  received  in- 
formation I  should  be  crossed  over  the  line  from 
the  police  office  iu  the  course  of  a  week,  and  just 
at  that  time  I  was  forwarded  to  this  city,  and  I 
am  now  confined  as  a  British  subject  having  an 
intention  of  joining  Harrison's  army,  although  I 
had  never  been  examined.    Since,  and  all  Winter, 
if  I  had  been  so  disposed,  could  nave  rode  to  the 
army  in  three  hours'  time,  as  it  was  not  thirty 
miles  distant  from  my  farm.    I  have  applied  to 
the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  inves- 
tisate  the  ease,  but  without  success  as  yet.   If  I  am 
a  British  subject,  I  have  done  nothing  to  merit  im- 
prisonment; if  an  American  citizen,  I  am  illegally 
confined  and  detained  in  prison  in  this  man- 
ner.   The  contractor's  agent  at  Maiden  purchased 
cattle  of  mine  for  which  I  have  not  been  paid, 
exclusive  of  others  taken  for  immediate  consump- 
tion, and  to  be  paid  for.    Also,  for  the  use  of  my 
horses  for  expresses  and  fatigue;  and  in  addi- 
tion my  horses  and  sleigh,  which  I  had  to  leave 
about  twenty  miles  back  of  Fort  George,  when  I 
was  made  a  prisoner.    All  these  things  I  have 
suffered  without  any  actor  deed,  on  my  part,  that 
I  know  of,  to  merit  this  punishment;  and,  to 
crown  all,  thrown  into  the  common  prison,  among 
felons,  convicts,  and  negroes,  and  sometimes  de- 
prived of  the  common  field  rations,  far  from  my 
family  and  friends,  or  the  means  of  assistance  and 
relief. 

I  hope  my  case,  sir,  being  taken  into  consider- 
ation, I  may  be  honorably  released,  and  suffered 
to  depart  in  search  of  my  afflicted  wife  and  dis- 
tressed family.    I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  dbc. 

WILLIAM  H.  SCOTT. 
To  Colonel  Gabdnbr. 

Mr.  Stephen  Richards  to  Colonel  Gardner. 

Oil  BOABD  H.  M.  SHIP  Loan  Catboart, 
duBBBc,  OeMer  14, 1813. 
HoMOBBD  SiB :  I  resided  in  Upper  Canada  at 
the  eommeneemeat  of  the  present  war,  and,  re- 
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fusing  to  take  op  arms  against  my  country,  I  left 
this  country  under  the  proclamation  of  (General 
Sheaf,  in  Upper  Canada,  turning  myself  and 
family  out  of  doors  and  home  to  seek  another  in 
the  United  States. 

I  need  not  inform  you  of  my  feelings  on  this 
turn  of  fortune,  which  always  attend  the  rava^^es 
of  war.  But  my  greatest  care  was  for  my  family, 
which  I  consider^  myself  the  author  of  tearing 
them  from  their  relatives  and  friends,  in  remov- 
ing them  to  a  place  they  were  strangers  to.  We 
had  lived  about  six  months  in  this  situation,  when 
my  wife  grew  very  uneasy  to  go  back  to  Canada 
to  ^y  her  father's  family  a  visit,  which  brought 
an  illness  on  her  on  this  account.  I  thougbt  it 
my  duty  to  do  what  i  could  for  her,  and  it  termi* 
nated  in  makins  myself  a  prisoner  for  six  weeks 
to  this  day.  The  way  it  look  place  was,  that  I 
came  to  Morristown,  opposite  to  Brockville,  where 
I  was  taken,  and  inquired  if  there  was  an  officer 
of  the  army  whereby  I  might  procure  a  fla^ ;  but 
was  informed  there  was  none.  They  informed 
me  that  they  had  crossed  with  a  flag,  although 
not  regular,  and  had  always  permission  to  return  ; 
and,  under  this  impression,  I  crossed  with  my 
wife  ;  there  was  a  major  of  the  militia  who  came 
down  to  receive  me,  and  told  me  he  had  no  orders 
to  let  me  land  ;  1  told  him  I  would  return ;  but 
some  of  my  wife's  friends  desired  the  major  to 
let  her  stay  until  her  brother  (who  lived  near  by) 
could  come  down  and  see  her ;  he  then  told  me 
that  I  might  come  alongside  the  wharf;  from- 
thence  he  informed  me  that  I  could  go  op  as  far 
as  a  tavern,  where  I  was  immediately  put  under 
guard  as  a  prisoner,  and  have  been  sent  on  as  a 
prisoner  of  war  as  far  as  this  place.  Thus,  hon- 
ored sir,  if  you:  think  my  situation  is  worthy  of 
your  notice  to  procure  me  a  discharge,  your  good- 
ness shall  never  be  eradicated  from  my  memory. 

Yours,  most  respectfully, 

STEPHEN  RICHARDS, 
Citizen  qfthe  United  States, 

Colonel  Gardhbr.  Agent. 

Doctor  Wood  to  Colonel  Gardner. 

BBAuroBT,  Oct,  18, 1613. 

Sir  :  I  uke  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  for  a 
moment,  and  have  only  to  state  that  I  am  detained 
a  prisoner  in  Beaufort  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  solicit  your  assistance-in  procuring  my 
release. 

I  am  a  resident  of  the  town  of  Chain{>lain,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  have  resided  within  one 
and  a  half  miles  of  the  line  of  separation  between 
the  two  Governments  for  a  number  of  years.  I 
was  taken  a  prisoner  by  the  British  troops  on 
their  expedition  to  Plattsburg,  on  the  30th  July 
last,  and  have  been  detained  ever  since;  of  which, 
sir,  I  think  1  have  just  cause  to  complain,  as  I  was 
promised  by  Colonel  Murray,  who  commanded 
the  troops,  and  Captain  Everard,  whocommanded 
the  navy,  that  I  should  not  be  detained  any  lon^r 
than  until  their  return  from  Plattsburg,  of  which 
I  can  produce  satisfactory  tesiimonv ;  and  further, 
that  those  officers  pledged  themselves  and  their 
QovernmeBt  by  their  proclamation,  the  purport 
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of  which  was,  that  if  the  American  citizens  would 
not  oppose  them  with  force  and  arms  on  their 
Plattsburg  expedition,  they,  nor  their  property, 
should  not  be  molested ;  which  condition  was 
strictly  adhered  to  by  the  American  people. 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  the  Provinces, 
Sir  George  Prevost,  issued  a  proclamation  the  4th 
of  September  last,  disavowing  the  principle  and 
act  of  imprisoning  civilians,  and  he  cannot  pre- 
tend that  I  was  taken  in  retaliation  for  civilians 
taken  in  Canada;  for  in  his  proclamation,  dated 
more  than  one  month  after  I  was  taken,  he  disa- 
vows of  ever  having  retaliated,  but  speaks  in  the 
future  tense,  that  he  will  retaliate  hereafter  in  case 
the  Americans  persist  in  the  same  unlawful  prac- 
tice of  seizing  and  detaining  civilians  belonging 
to  the  British  Government. 

I  am  the  only  prisoner,  taken  on  or  near  our  fron- 
tier, who  was  not  doing  military  duty,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  if  Sir  George  Prevost  is  possessed  of  hu- 
manity, I  am  sure  he  cannot  help  sympathizing 
with  the  unfortunate ;  and  he  must  be  aware  of 
the  immense  sacrifices  of  being  separated  from  a 
family  in  the  way  I  have  been ;  and,  sir,  if  you 
will  procure  my  discharge  you  will  lay  me  under 
the  greatest  obligations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d&c. 

JAMES  WOOD. 

Colonel  Gardner,  &c. 


Robert  Gardner,  Esq.,  Agent  for  Prisonerstto  His  Ex- 
cellency Sir  (George  Prevost 

Beaufort,  October,  1813. 

Sir  :  There  are  detained  in  Q,uebec  jail  two 
persons  by  the  names  of  William  H.  Scott  and 
Whitmore  Knaggs;  one  on  board  the  transport 
Lord  Cathcart,  by  the  name  of  Stephen  Richards, 
and  one  other  at  Beaufort  by  the  name  of  James 
Wood,  who  complain  that  they  are  improperlv  held 
and  detained,  the  three  former  as  prisoners  or  war, 
the  latter  as  a  hostage  for  a  Mr.  Dixon,  taken  at 
Fort  George.  Copies  of  the  statements  of  their 
several  cases,  made  by  themselves,  I  have  the 
honor  to  forward  to  your  Excellency. 

Mr.  Scott  appears,  by  his  statement,  to  have 
been  onoe  examined  by  you,  and  that  according 
to  what  he  conceived  to  be  your  opinion  then  con- 
cerning him,  he  was  not  a  prisoner  of  war,  and 
ought  to  have  been  returned.  What  new  matter 
haa  been  brought  to  light  aj^ainst  him,  and  which 
is  legal  grounds  for  confining  him  now  as  a  pris- 
oner of  war,  I  cannot  tell. 

Mr.  Knag^,  if  his  statements  are  correct,  is,  as 
I  conceive,  improperly  detained  upon  a  slight 
suspicion  excited  against  him  without  much  cause, 
and  which,  he  says,  he  can  prove  to  be  ground- 
less. 

Richards  is  a  simple  man,  and  has  been  brought 
into  difficulty  by  following  the  advice  of  men  who 
knew  as  little  as  himself.  He,  no  doubt,  came 
improf)erly  within  the  lines,  but  merely  acciden- 
tally did  so,  with  his  wife  in  company,  and  there 
is  no  pretence  that  he  was  a  soldier,  or  in  arms, 
as  he  informs  me,  and  if  so,  he  is  certainly*  ac- 


cording to  the  cartel,  a  non-combatant,  a  private 
citizen,  not  liable  to  be  held  a  prisoner  of  war. 

With  respect  to  Dr.  Wood,  his  case  is  fnUy 
stated  by  himself.    It  seems  he  is  not  exactly  a 
prisoner  of  war,  but  held  as  a  hostage.     If,  as  he 
states,  he  was  improperly  seized  in  the  first  in- 
stance, I  beg  leave  to  ask  of  your  Excellency 
whether  his  subsequent  detention  as  a  hostage  is 
not  also  improper?    He  had  no  agency  in  the 
seizure  of  Mr.  Dixon,  whether  such  seizure  was 
correct  or  not,  but  relying,  as  he  says,  upon  the 
assurances  given  him  by  the  commanders  of  the 
British  land  and  naval  forces  on  the  expedition 
to  Plattsburg,  looked  upon  the  return  of  that  ex- 
pedition to  the  coast  of  Champlain  as  the  period 
of  his  enlargement  and  restoration  to  his  family. 
I  forbear  to  make  any  further  reiAarks  on  the 
statements  of  the  above  persons,  or  on  their  par- 
ticular cases,  in  the  full  confidence  that  they  will 
receive  your  Excellency's  consideration,  and  that 
it  will  bie  your  pleasure  to  restore  them  to  their 
families,  if  consistent  with  the  discharge  of  yoat 
duty,  or  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  give 
me  information^  for  the  satisfaction  of  my  Gor- 
emment,  wherein  their  statements  are  incorrect. 

I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

ROBERT  GARDNER, 
American  Agent  for  Prisoners  rf  War, 

His  Exc'y  Sir  George  Prevost,  dtc. 


The  brothers  of  Doctor  Wood  to  General  Mason. 

Plattsrdro,  Dec  6, 1813. 

Sir  :  Being  brothers  of  Doctor  James  W.  Wood, 
the  undersigners,  with  Maior  E.D.  Wood,  of  the 
Engineers,  beg  leave  to  solicit  your  attention  to  a 
subject  very  interesting  to  us,  and  of  the  greateit 
imporunce  to  the  unfortunate  sufferer ;  more  pe- 
culiarly so,  as  he  is  a  private  citizen,  in  no  man- 
ner connected  with  the  army  or  navy,  without 
public  support,  and  unexpectedly  hurried,  by  a 
relentless  enemy,  from  his  country  and  numerous 
family,  daily  exposed,  from  their  proximity  to 
the  frontiers  of  the  country,  to  the  cruelty  and 
depredations  of  the  foe. 

The  characteristic  humanity,  and  the  watch- 
fulness of  the  national  authorities  for  the  safety 
and  protection  of  American  citizens,  have  inspired 
us  with  a  (well  founded,  we  trust)  confidence 
that  the  proper  official  means  will  be  taken  to 
answer  our  humble  request  in  restoring  to  his 
country  one  who  was  rendered  obnoxious  to  the 
invading  foe  by  bis  zeal  and  activity  alone  in 
his  country's  cause. 

Doctor  James  W.  Wood  was  taken  by  a  Brit* 
ish  invading  force,  near  the  northern  limits  of 
the  State  ofNew  York,  on  Lake  Champlain,  the 
30th  of  July  last,  soon  after  conducted  to  Beaufort, 
near  Quebec,  and  is  now  confined  there  as  a  host- 
age for  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Dixon,  a  lawyer, 
taken  some  time  since  by  the  United  States'  troops 
under  General  Dearborn,  at  or  near  Fort  George, 
and  is  now  confined  a  prisoner  at  Pitt&field. 

The  public  interest  permitting,  we  earnestly 
entreat  that  a  speedy'  exchange  may  take  piaee 
between  them,  or  some  other  method,  in  yoar 
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wisdom,  be  resorted  to,  by  which  our  unfortunate 
brother  may'  be  released  rrom  the  pain  and  horror 
of  British  imprisonment,  and  shall  continue  to 
solicit. 

We  are,  sir,  your  rery  obedient  servants, 

BENJAMIN  G.  WOOD, 
JONATHAN  K.  WOOD, 
IRA  A.  WOOD,   • 
BEZABEL  WOOD,  Jon. 


Office  Comm*ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 
Washington,  Nov.  30, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  to  direct  you  to  release 
all  the  persons,  in  civil  capacity,  now  in  your 
charge  and  on  parole,  who  had  been  arrested  in 
Canada,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  George,  last 
Summer,  of  whom  you  may  have  no  information 
of  misconduct,  to  return  to  their  homes  in  Can- 
ada,  by  the  most  direct  route,  avoiding  all  mili- 
tary works  and  posts.  You  will  give  to  each  a 
special  passport,  descriptive  of  his  name  and  per- 
son, and  directin£[  him  to  present  himself  imme- 
diately on  his  arrival  in  Canada  to  the  American 
commander  at  Fort  George,  who  will  be  requested 
to  permit  them  to  pursue  their  usual  avocations, 
and  remain  at  their  respective  places  of  residence, 
during  their  correct  and  peaceable  demeanor. 

They  are,  I  understand,  to  be  William  Dickson, 
barrister  at  law;  Joseph  £Sd wards,  merchant  and 
justice  of  peace;  James  Muirhead,  surgeon :  An- 
drew Heron,  merchant,  Niagara;  John  Greer, 
ditto;  John  Baldwin^  ditto;  John  Crooks,  clerk 
to  James  Crooks,  merchant;  Haggai   Skinner, 

farmer,  full  sixty-four  years  of  age ; Doan, 

farmer; Ramsay,  a  boy  of  Stamford;  John 

McFarlance,  boat  builder. 

William  Ross,  of  the  commissariat ;  Alexander 
Donald,  deputy  paymaster  of  militia;  and  John 
Syminton,  deputy  paymaster  of  militia,  if  they 
do  not  hold  militia  commissions  in  the  line. 

You  will  state  to  these  gentlemen,  some  of 
whom  are  known  to  be  very  respectable,  that  the 
Government  has  granted  this  indulgence  from  a 
desire  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  individuals  as 
much  as  the  present  posture  of  things  will  per* 
mit,  and  that  it  is  expected  of  them  that  tiiey 
willy  on  their  return,  so  demean  themselves  as  to 
give  no  future  cause  of  complaint. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

J.  MASON. 

Thomas  Mblvillb,  Esq. 
Deputy  Marshal  of  MoMackuaetts, 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

December  22, 1813. 

On  the  30th  ultimo,  orders  were  ffiven  to  re- 
lease, to  return  to  their  homes,  the  British  sub- 
jects, Messrs.  Dickson,  Muirhead,  and  others,  sent 
in  from  the  vicinity  of  Fort  George  in  civil  ca- 
pacity, relative  to  whom  you  inquired  in  the 
month  of  August,  and  I  learn  from  Major  Mel- 
ville that  they  have  set  out  on  their  return. 

JOHN  MASON. 

Col.  Barclay, 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Baines,  Adjutant  Gen* 
eral  of  the  forces  in  Canada,  to  Thomas  Melville, 
Esq.,  Deputy  Marshal  of  Massachusetts,  dated  at 

Montreal,  January  31, 1814. 

By  this  opportunity.  Doctors  Campbell  and 
Easterman  are  sent  back,  in  conformity  to  the 
terms  of  the  cartel,  as  being  non-combatants,  and 
in  consequence  of  your  assurance  of  the  release 
of  William  Dickson,  and  the  other  civilians  of 
Niagara,  Messrs.  Wood,  Scott,  Deputy  Assistant 
Commissary  Heron,  and  all  other  non-combatants, 
under  similar  circumstances,  have  been  releasea 
and  permitted  to  return  at  their  own  convenience, 
and  on  the  same  terms.  I  have  to  solicit  the  re- 
lease of  Deputy  Assistant  Commissary  Green. 


Ofpice  Comm'ry  Gbn'l  of  Prisoners, 
Washington,  January  19, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  now  to  speak  of  the  facts  alleged, 
and*  the  inferences  drawn,  in  the  publication  made 
by  you  on  the  13th  of  last  month,  respecting 
which  act  I  had  occasion,  in  a  despatch  of  this 
date,  to  convey  to  you  the  sentiments  of  this 
Government. 

The  effort  on  your  part  seems  to  have  been  to 
invalidate,  before  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
the  whole  of  the  statement  relative  to  the  treat- 
ment of  our  agent  and  prisoners,  made,  on  oath, 
by  Mr.  Abraham  Walter,  late  a  prisoner  at  ^ue- 
bCTc,  by  disproving  what  be  had  deposed  respect- 
ing the  provisions  served  out  to  our  prisoners. 
His  allegations,  however,  that  several  American 
prisoners,  taken  with  him  in  June  last,  were  im- 
mediatelv  separated  from  their  comrades  and  con- 
fined, to  be  sent  to  England  to  be  tried  for  treason, 
on  the  mere  suspicion  of  the  examining  officer; 
that  others  were  forced  on  board  British  vessels, 
to  assist  in  working  them  to  Halifax  and  England; 
that  forty-six  American  officers  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  were  imprisoned  under  a  procla- 
mation previously  made ;  that  some  of  the  Amer- 
ican officers  had  been  rigorously  confined  on  the 
plea  of  breach  of  parole ;  and  that  Colonel  Gard- 
ner, the  American  agent  at  Quebec,  was  restricted 
to  the  same  limits  prescribed  to  prisoners  of  war 
on  parole,  and  not  permitted  to  visit  prisoners  in 
the  prison<«hips,  or  the  town,  to  negotiate  his  bills, 
are  most  of  them  unquestionably  true ;  and  that 
others,  from  practices  known  on  different  occa- 
sions, are  bv  no  means  improbable,  can  be  readily 
shown.  Or  the  first  class  are  the  facts  of  the  con- 
finement of  the  forty-six  officers,  about  which  no 
evidence  is  now  necessary ;  of  the  treatment  of 
Colonel  Gardner,  witness  the  letter  of  General 
Glasgow  to  him  of  the  19th  of  October,  a  copy 
of  which  has  been  heretofore  furnished  you ;  of 
the  rigorous  confinement  of  some  of  the  Ameri- 
can officers,  though  it  is  believed  not  in  irons,  for 
an  accidental  overstepping  of  the  parole  limits,  as 
I  am  assured  by  Colonel  Boerstler,  lately  a  pris- 
oner at  and  returned  from  the  vicinity  of  Q^uebec,* 

*  It  has  been  found,  on  farther  communication  with 
Colonel  Boerstler,  that  he  was  in  part  misapprehended 
in  relation  to  the  American  officers  confined  at  Quebec 
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WM  tb«  eua;  aad  of  tbe  bteiof  onr  Mameo, 
priioBen  ■[  Qjiebtc,  to  woik  Britiih  shipi.    To 

«ro7e  ihUract,!  Mod  fouueztraetora  letter  from 
Ir.  Mitchell,  oarageot  at  Halifax, dftted  NoTem- 
bet  11, 1613,  in  whieb  fae  exprenir  lUtei  that 
"aome  of  onr  people  hare  been  employed  tonari- 
«!«  their  traDtporca  from  Q,aebec  bere,  and  od 
Jrom  thi(  for  Bermada,  the  tniDsport  leameD  hav- 
inf  been  icot  on  the  Lakes,"  and  ibai  he  had  re- 
monitnted  agaioBt  it;  and  Ibat  ihU  practice  ii 
Dot  new,l  beg  leave  to  recall  to  your  recolleelioa 
an  adreriiiemeDt  bj  Mr.  Maode,  in  ihe  Jamaica 
newapaper,  (exhibited  to  you  in  my  laii,)  in  which 
he,  Ihe  Briiiah  agent  for  priaoaer*  in  that  island, 
oSera  to  hire  American  priaoneri  lo  work  British 
abipa  on  their  voyigea,  A«. ;  ibia  fact  baa  aince 
been  inqoired  into  and  eatabliahed.  I  hare  in 
my  poneiaion  a  Jamaica  newapaper  containing 
the  adTerCiMmeni. 

Of  the  second  claaa,  ia  tbe  circnmaUnce  of  con- 
floing  Amerleao  prisonera,  oa  the  charge  of  irc«- 
MBf  on  mere  anapicion.  For  a  aimilar  proeedate, 
I  refer  to  the  inatancet  quoted  in  my  letter  to  you 
of  S3d  of  November,  and  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  the  Ilih  November  laat, 
alalfug  ibat  twelve  or  fourteen  persona,  so  aent, 
bad  paaaed  Halifax,  from  Quebec,  for  England. 
With  regard  lo  tbe  other  pciota,  previoua  to  Ihe 
eaEBblitbment  of  the  cartel  entered  into  between 
you  and  mywlf  in  May  last,  and  immediately 
after  your  arrival  In  tbia  country,  complaints  had 
been  made  from  many  quatter^  from  all  as  to  the 

Snaniity,  and  from  aeveral  aa  to  the  qaaliir  of 
le  provisions  furnished  our  prisoners.  I  will  in- 
aUnee  a  few  of  them.  Mr.  Beaalcy.  our  agent  in 
England,  Slated,  in  a  letter  dated  November  5, 
1813.  that  tbe  ailowance  per  mah,  other  than  of 
bread  and  vegetables,  was,  for  five  days  of  the 
week,  oily  half  a  pound  of  beefa  day,  and,  for  (he 
other  two  days,  one  pound  a  day  of  herrings  or 
cod6sh.  Mr.  Mitchell,  American  agent  at  Hali- 
fax, wrote,  on  the  17ih  of  October  of  the  same 
year,  ihat  the  prisoner  ration  there,  besides  bread 
and  vegetables,  consisted  of  no  more  than  half  a 

Siund  of  meat  per  day.  Colonel  Lear,  our  late 
onaul  Qeaeril  lo  the  Barbary  Bteies,  having 
been,  on  his  way  from  Algiera  to  the  United 
Biaies,  detained  at  Oibraltar,  from  early  in  Au- 
gust to  the  tatter  pari  of  November,  by  the  seizure 
of  Ihe  ship  in  which  he  was  a  passenger,  and  all 
other  American  ships  in  port,  and  the  confine- 
ment of  tbeir  officers  and  crews  as  prisoners  of 
war,  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of  iheir  treat- 
ment from  Ihe  interference  in  their  bebalf  which 
his  public  character  auihorized  him  lo  make,  and 
informed  tbe  Government  thai  ''the  allowance 
for  American  seamen,  prisoners  in  Qibraltar,  was, 
aceoiding  to  the  technical  expreision  of  tbe  place, 
six  upon  four— that  is,  the  full  allowance  of  four 


for  breach  of  parole ;  that,  aa  to  the  accidental  < 
ft«p|Hng  the  local  linila,  ha  altaded  lo  another  case,  in 
which  cartsin  officers  were  threatened  with  confine- 
ment; and  that  the  officeia  refeired  lo  by  Mr.  Wallet 
hadactaallycomDiilled  areprebenaiblebieachof  limUa, 
ware  claselj  confined  for  that  oftence,  and  ao  lemaiDad 
at  the  time  of  tbe  laat  acconnia  from  Qaebec. 


men  to  be  divided  among  six  praoocn;  mdtr 
was  nnivcmlly  said,  the  pan  of  the  aJlowata 
which  consisted  of  bread  and  peas  wis  in  aa  fe- 
cayed  a  slate  as  ool  lo  be  fit  or  wholesome  to  W 
eaten,  and  that  the  whole  was  deficient  in  "^^ 
according  to  the  proportion  before  staled.  Bet 
upon  this  subject,  as  welt  as  upon  all  other  pouti 
relaiive  to  the  treatment  of  American  aeanaa, 
priaonera  in  Gibraliar,  while  I  was  there,  I  wodd 
refer  yon  to  Capiain  Eben.  Eveleth,  late  maettt 
of  Ihe  Alleghany."  The  following  is  an  eztiKi 
from  a  letter  of  Captain  Eveleth  to  me,  am  the 
same  subject : 

"  With  reapeet  to  the  crew  of  (be  ftllr^haay, 
they  were  aent  on  board  the  prison-ship  tbe  day 
after  she  was  detained,  and  there  cloaely  caa£«ed 
[ill  the  last  of  January,  when  they  wn  seat  u> 
England. 

'\During  their  eonfioemeot  oabOMiitkep 
ship,  ibeir  allowance  was  as  foliowi,  vi 


^  for  six 


DajB  of  the  week. 


WcdnewlsT 


No  fresh  provisiont  or  vegetables  arealtoiie^ 
on  board  tbe  prison-ship.  The  bre*d.  Qout,ui 
rice,  WHS  generally  very  bad,  being  half  devooiti 
and  fall  of  insects. 

"I  myself  was  permitted  to  remain  on  board 
the  Alleghany,  with  my  eon,  the  second  aue, 
and  steward,  aalJI  the  ISlh  of  November,  wk*, 
wiihout  (he  ship  being  libeled,  we  were  seat  aa 
board  the  prison-ship,  and  fared  in  the  sacae 
manner  with  ihe  rest  of  Ihe  crew  until  the  2bi 
of  January." 

You  will  no  doubt  recollect  tbtt)  when  ibe  ar- 
ticle of  the  cartel  in  relation  to  raliooa  wa*  nder 
discussion,  I  more  than  once  look  oceasioa  to 
mention  to  you  thai  the  qaauinm  of  the  aikm, 
as  limited  everywhere  by  yoor  Qovernaeat.  **s 
unaaiisfaciory ;  and  thai  we  had  repeated  infor- 
maibn  of  abuses  as  to  tbe  qoality  of  the  pavia- 
ioos  given  out  by  your  officers  to  our  prisonen, 
while  your  prisoners  had  constantly  received  ia 
the  United  States  tbe  most  ample  and  wboleaome 
allowances.  It  ia  true,  remonstrances  were  not 
then  more  formally  made  for  what  was  past,  be- 
cause it  was  considered  a  greater  object  to  pro- 

*  Or  bar  ponnds  beef  and  three  ponnda  Soar. 
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ride  hj  express  agreemeot  against  fatnre  defi- 
ciencies of  this  natare. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  cartel,  it  gives  me 
pleasare  to  acknowledge  that  complaints  as  to 
the  prisoners'  rations  hare  been  receired  bat  from 
one  of  the  stations  at  which  we  hare  agents,  al- 
thongh  many  have  been  urged  as  to  other  treat- 
ment of  oor  prisoners  from  se?eral.    Yonr  €k>T- 
ernment  is  in  the  habit  of  holding  prisoners  at 
many  and  at  distant  places,  in  which,  having  no 
agents,  we  have  no  certain  information  of  their 
treatment ;  bnt  it  is  remarkable,  that  in  that  in- 
stance the  complaint  was  made  as  soon  as  it  was 
well  possible  it  could  hare  been  done,  (in  four 
days  after  the  arrival  of  the  agent.)  direct  to  the 
proper  British  officer,  and  remained,  as  far  as  we 
know, as  yet  unredressed;  and  that  it  comes  from 
the  Tery  station  (doebec)  in  relation  to^  which 
you  hare  thought  proper,  in  ]roar  publication,  to 
advance  the  position,  that,  if  injustice  was  done, 
*^  blame  in  some  degree  attaches  to  the  British 
officer  who  has  care  of  the  prisoners,  bat  the 
ffreater  proportion  of  it  must  rest  on  Colonel 
Qardner,  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  justice  is 
done  the  prisoners.''    It  is  to  be  remarked,  too, 
thatyou  were  in  possession  of  the  correspondence 
of  Cfolonel  Gardner,  on  this  subject,  with  your 
officers,  on  the  2d  of  January,  when  you  express 
yourself  as  gratified  that  Colonel  Gardner,  with 
two  exceptions,  confirms  the  truth  of  your  asser- 
tions ;  now,  certainly  he  speaks  of  the  treatment 
of  prisoners  (in  the  letter  complaining  of  their 
aubsistence)  only  in  regard  to  provisions ;  and  in 
others  he  complains  of  the  imprisonment  of  the 
officers,  and  his  beinj^  barred  all  access  to  them ; 
of  the  severe  privations  inflicted  on  our  prisoner 
soldiers  shipped  off  to  England  ;  because  of  the 
refusal  to  piermit  him  to  distribute  clothing,  and 
a  small  advance  of  pay  to  them ;  and  against  your 
assertion,  that  he  had  the  best  opportunity  of 
knowing  in  what  manner  the  prisoners  under  his 
care  have  been  treated,  he  expressly  states,  that 
he  is  so  restricted  that  his  presence  there  can  be 
longer  of  very  little  use.    I  need  not  remind  you 
that,  until  the  latter  part  of  last  Summer,  your 
officers  in  Canada  had  constantly  refused  to  re- 
ceive an  agent  for  prisoners  from  us  in  that  coun- 
try; that,  very  soon  after  their  assent  to  this 
measure  was  signified,  Colonel  Ghirdner  was  ap- 
pointed and  despatched  ;  that  he  left  Boston,  the 
place  of  his  residence,  on  the  1st  of  September, 
and,  owing  to  a  detention  after  he  entered  your 
lines,  did  not  reach  €luebec  until  the  8th  of  Octo- 
ber ;  hence  the  lateness  of  his  complaint,  and  of 
my  remonstrance  to  you  of  the  S7th  of  last  month, 
made  very  soon  after  the  reception  of  his  letter. 
Nor  is  it  less  singular  that  the  two  exceptions,  of 
which  you  speak  so  lightly,  happen  to  be  in  rela- 
tion to  the  two  principal  points  on  which  you 
have  put  yourself  at  issue  with  Mr.  Walter — the 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  bread  and  meat  part 
of  the  ration  served  to  the  prisoners.    Colonel 
Gardner  unquestionably,  as  to  both,  expresses 
himself  as  dissatisfied,  and  demands  redress— 'as 
to  the  meat,  in  so  great  a  proportion  as  one-half 
of  the  quantity;  and  as  to  the  quality  of  the 


bread,  it  not  being  made  of  wheaten  flour.  It 
will  be  readily  granted  that  he  does  not  represent 
the  quality  or  either  bread  or  meat  to  have  been, 
at  the  time  he  inspected  them,  (for  we  have  no 
accounts,  as  yet,  of  but  one  inspection  by  him,) 
such  as  it  is  stated  to  have  been  by  Mr.  Walter ; 
but,  in  justice  to  Mr.  Walter,  it  must  be  recol- 
lected that  he  was  confined  in  daebec,  and  fed  on 
prisoner's  allowance  for  several  months  before  the 
arrival  of  Colonel  Gardner ;  and  it  is  not  improb- 
able that,  under  the  direction  of  officers  who  had 
continued  from  early  in  Summer,  (when  we  know 
they  received  the  cartel,)  as  late  as  November,  to 
furnish  only  half  the  allowance  of  meat  promised 
by  their  Government,  it  may  have  happened  that, 
at  some  time  during  this  period,  they  were  as  re- 
gardless of  the  quality  or  the  provisions  as  were 
the  officers  in  Gibraltar  the  year  before,  as  shown 
by  letters  of  Colonel  Lear  and  Captain  Eveleth, 
before  quoted.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

J.  MASON. 
Col.  Tbos.  Barclay,  Ac. 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Bsrelay  to 
tiie  Commissaiy  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

(Harlsm ,  January  85, 1814. 

That  Mr.  G.  Walter's  representation  did  not 
comport  with  the  truth,  is  evident  from  Colonel 
Gardner's  letter  of  the  12lh  October,  1813,  to 
Captain  Kempt,  British  agent  for  transports  and 
prisoners  of  war,  wherein,  aAer  stating  that  the 
American  prisoners  at  daebec  were  not  subsisted 
agreeably  to  the  cartel  of  the  12th  of  May,  and  re* 
questinff  that  half  a  pound  of  bread  may  be  de- 
ducted from  the  rations  received,  and  half  a  pound 
of  beef  or  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  pork  Idded,  in 
order  to  make  the  ration  agree  with  the  directions 
in  the  cartel,  he  adds,  "  f  take  this  opportunity 
to  say  to  you^  that  I  see  no  cause  at  present  to  be 
dissatisfied  with  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners  in 
other  respects." 

There  was  no  intention  or  effort  on  my  part,  as 
you  have  been  pleased  to  state,  '*  to  invalidate  be- 
fore the  people  of  the* United  States  the  whole  of 
the  statement  relative  to  the  treatment  of  your 
agent  and  prisoners,  made  on  oath  by  Mr.  Wal- 
ter;" on  the  contrary,  if  a  fair  construction  is 
ffiven  to  the  publication  by  me.  the  other  charges, 
from  my  silence  respecting  tnem,  would  rather 
be  considered  as  admitted  than  denied.  I  ab- 
stained from  touching  on  them,  because  they 
have  been  repeatedly  subjects  of  correspondence 
between  you  and  me.  On  the  subject  of  provis* 
ions  issued  to  the  American  prisoners  at  Hnebec 
you  had  never  complained,  and  I  confess  I  rather 
looked  for  your  approbation  than  objections  to 
my  correcting  the  misrepresentation.  The  two 
nations  are  already  sufficiently  irritated  agiainst 
each  other,  to  render  fuel  to  the  flame  unneces- 
sanrby  means  of  false  representations. 

With  respect  to  the  grievances  stated  in  your 
second  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  I  have  to  remark, 
that  they  are  matters  which  mast  be  negotiated 
between  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretaryr  of  Sute.  and  Ad- 
miral Sir  John  Warm,  or  with  His  Majesty's 
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Ministers  in  London.  I  shall  transmit  copies  of 
your  letter  to  the  Commissioners,  and  call  their 
attention  particularly  to  Captain  Eveleth's  table 
of  provisions  dailv  issued  at  Gibraltar,  described 
in  your  letters,  ana  acquaint  you  with  the  answer. 
I  have  lately  received  from  the  Commissioners 
the  objections  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  to  some  of  the  articles  of 
the  cartel  of  12th  of  May,  1813,  one  of  which  is 
particularly  pointed  to  the  ration  of  provisions 
agreed  upon  in  that  cartel.  I  am  preparing  copies 
for  you,  which  I  hope  to  forward  in  a  few  days. 

Lieutenant  Deacon  to  the  SecKtaiy  of  the  Xavy. 

Washington  Citt,  Feb.  10, 1814. 

Sib  :  Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  list  of  thir- 
teen American  seamen,  prisoners  of  war,  confined 
on  board  the  British  prison-ships  at  duebec.  On 
or  about  the  middle  of  September,  1813,  they 
were  forcibly  taken  out  of  said  prison-ships  and 
sent  on  board  the  homeward  bound  transports,  to 
assist  in  navigating  them.  A  certificate  signed 
by  Mr.  Osgood,  master's  mate  in  the  United 
States'  navy,  who  was  present  at  the  time,  to- 
gether with  a  copy  of  an  order  from  General 
Glasgow,  the  Commandant  at  (luebec,  to  Cap- 
tain Kempt,  the  British  agent  for  prisoners,  direct- 
ing him  to  take  the  American  prisoners  tor  that 
purpose,  was  left  in  the  hands  of  General  Chand- 
Utf  to  be  forwarded  on  to  the  Navy  Department; 
as  they  have  not  been  received,  I  reel  it  my  duty 
to  make  this  statement  known. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  dbc. 

L.  DEACON, 
Lieut.  com?g  U.  S.echr.  Growler. 

Hon.  Wm.  Jones,  Se(^ry  of  the  Navy. 

List  of  American  seamen,  prisoners  of  war,  taken  firom 
on  board  the  priflon-ship  at  Quebec,  to  work  on  board 
Uie  tran^rte,  and  sailed  firom  thence. 

United  States'  schooner  Growler. — Colvin  Wil- 
liams, boatswain ;  William  H.  Warner,  seaman ; 
Philip  Baker,  ditto ;  WilKam  Johnson,  do. 

Schooner  Julia. — William  Wilcox,  seaman; 
John  Mallet,  ditto ;  John  Rian,  do. ;  James  Peter- 
son, do.;  John  Bernard,  do.;  John  Smith,  do.; 
James  Riley,  do.;  Edward  Myers,  do.;  George 
Springs,  do. 


Office  Cohm'bt  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 
Washington,  April  2, 1814. 

Sir  :  One  of  the  objections  to  the  cartel  enter- 
ed into  between  you  and  myself  on  the  12th  of 
May  last,  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
British  Admiralty,  as  stated  to  me  in  your  letter 
of  the  1st  of  February,  is  to  the  allowance  to  pris- 
oners for  subsistence.  The  daily  ration  agreed 
upon  in  that  instrument  for  prisoners,  and  cer- 
tainly little  enough  to  support  a  hearty  man  with- 
out suffering,  was  one  pound  of  beef,  or  twelve 
ounces  of  pork,  one  pound  of  wheaten  bread,  one- 
fourth  of  a  pint  of  peas,  or  six  ounces  of  rice,  or 
one  pound  of  potatoes,  and  two  quarts  of  salt  and 


four  quarts  of  vinegar  to  eTery  one  bundled 
tions.    In  the-  new  project  of  arraogeoKaL,  ail 
stipulation  about  quantitv  of  proTiaion  is  reject- 
ed ;  and  you  inform  me  that  it  is  intended  to  give 
our  prisoners  one  pound  and  a  half  oi  thm  coanest 
bread  per  day ;  and  to  eat  with  their  bread,  for 
two  days  in  the  week,  no  meat;  only  one  pooad 
of  herrings,  and  one  pound  of  potatoesy  for  one  of 
these  days,  and,  for  the  other,  one  pound  of  cod- 
fish and  one  pound  of  potatoes;  for  the  otber  five 
days  only  half  a  pound  of  fresh  beef,  half  a  pound 
of  greens,  one  ounce  of  Scotch  barley,  and  one- 
quarter  of  an  ounce  of  onions,  with  one-cbird  of 
an  ounce  of  salt ;  no  rinegar  at  any  time,  and  no 
salt  for  two  days  in  the  week. 

1  should  not  have  called  this  subject  now  sep- 
arately to  your  attention,  but  that  in  a  letter  just 
received  from  Mr.  Storm,  agent  ior  American 
prisoners  at  Barbadoes,  is  the  following  jmssmfe: 
"  I  now  have  to  state  that  Mr.  Barker,  the  Briush 
agent  here,  has  officially  informed  me  that  tbe 
convention  entered  into  between  yoursdf  %nd 
Colonel  Barclay  has  not  been  ratified  by  tbe  Got- 
ernment  of  Great  Britain ;  of  course,  our  prison- 
ers are  not  allowed  more  than  two-tbirds  of 
what  they  had.  I  await  your  instructions  on 
the  subject." 

I  infer  from  this  that  the  British  Goremment 
has  come  to  a  determination  as  to  tbe  provision 
article,  and  have  given  orders  to  reduce  the  ration 
to  the  standard  stated  by  you,  since  it  b  actoaJiy 
in  practice  at  Barbadoes. 

I  beff  to  be  informed  on  this  subject.  You  are 
pleased  to  remark,  in  your  letter  of  the  1st  Feb- 
ruary, in  explanation  of  this  article,  that  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  so  frequently  involred  in  war, 
has  had  an  opportunity  to  ascertain  what  is  a  ra- 
tional and  proper  allowance  to  prisoners ;  that  it 
is  reasonable  to  suppose  the  ration  used  in  Brit- 
ain, as  described  by  you,  "  is,  in  truth,  a  proper 
allowance." 

You  must  permit  me  to  obserre  that  this  was 
not  your  opinion  heretofore,  and  I  should  hope 
cannot  now  be  so^  when  you  reflect  on  the  sob- 
ject.  It  is  a  matter  of  daily  experience  and  feel- 
ing common  to  every  man  of  every  class  in  the 
community.  Every  man  can  at  once  decide  that 
one  pound  and  a  half  of  coarse  bread,  with  the 
scanty  appendages  of  one  pound  of  herrings  or 
codfish,  and  one  pound  of  potatoes,  will  not  satis- 
fy for  a  day  the  cravini^s  of  hunger ;  and  that  the 
half  a  pound  of  beef,  with  the  pittance  of  greens, 
barley,  and  onions  allowed,  will  be  rery  litUe  bet- 
ter. Our  prisoners  in  your  hands,  on  such  aa 
allowance,  must  suffer  constantly  and  severely 
from  hunger*  Your  prisoners,  if  leduced  to  a  like 
allowance,  must  suner  in  an  equal  degree;  and 
yet,  repugnant  as  it  will  be  to  the  wishes  and 
teeiinffs  of  this  Government,  if  tbat  course  has 
been  determined  on  by  your  Government,  it  will 
necessarily  be  adopted  here.  I  request  your  par- 
ticular and  early  attention  to  this  ease,  so  im- 
portant to  humanity,  and  shall  be  much  gratified 
if  you  are  authorized  to  make  any  arraogemeat 
upon  the  subject  tbat  may  obviate  the  suSenags, 
on  both  sides,  which  mast  ensue  by  a  ayilem 
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wbieh  will  deal  out  to  the  unfortuoate  prisoners 
less  subsistence  than  is  absolutely  requisite. 

The  privations  of  these  men  are,  of  necessity, 
sufficiently  great;  let  us  avoid  increasing  them,  I 
entreat  you,  by  refusing  that  which  is  every- 
where, proverbially,  the  first  call  of  nature,  enough 
to  eat,  and  the  want  of  which  sinks  deepest  into 
human  wretched ness« 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  MASON. 

Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  d&c. 


Bladensburg,  April  5, 1814. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  I  did  not  re- 
ceive yesterday  noon.  My  letter  to  you  of  1st  of 
February  was  drawn  up  conformably  to  the  in- 
structions I  received  from  the  Commissioners.  I 
have  long  since  transmitted  to  them  a  copy  of  my 
letter  to  vdu,  and,  at  the  same  time,  communi- 
cated to  them  fully  my  sentiments  on  each  of  the 
articles  contained  in  the  cartel  of  the  12th  of  May, 
and  the  amendments  proposed.  I  think  it  proba- 
ble I  shall  receive  an  answer  in  May  or  June.  In 
the  interim,  however,  I  hope  to  receive  your  an- 
swer to  my  letter ;  indeed,  I  have  long  since  ex- 
pected it.  Under  present  circumstances,  I  cannot 
return  you  an  answer  to  the  inquiry  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  2d  of  this  month.  The  7th 
article  in  the  draught  of  the  cartel  sent  you  to  be 
submitted  to  the  President,  states,  *Mhey  (the 
prisoners)  are  to  be  furnished  by  the  Govern ment 
m  whose  possession  they  may  be,  with  a  subsist- 
CDce  of  sound  and  wholesome  provision."  I  ac- 
knowledge the  clause  is  vague,  and  perhaps  it 
would  have  been  preferable  to  have  specified  the 
articles  and  quantity.  Yet  the  word  **  subsist- 
ence," intends  a  reasonable  quantity  for  the  sup- 
port of  nature ;  and  the  words  '^  sound  and  whole- 
some provision,"  certainly  designate  the  quality. 
The  precise  quantity  issued  for  each  Government 
may  readily  be  ascertained  through  the  respective 
agents  of  both  nations. 

You  misapprehend  me  when  I  state  I  inform 
you  that  it  is  intended  to  give  the  American  pris- 
oners one  pound  and  a  half  of  the  coarsest  bread 
a  day,  d^.  By  referring  to  my  letter  of  the  1st 
of  February,  you  will  find  I  expressed  myself  in 
the  words  toilowing :  '*!  transmit  herewith  a  ta- 
ble of  the  provisions  daily  issued  to  prisoners  in 
Great  Britain,  and  elsewnere  in  the  British  do- 
minions, save  in  such  places  as  the  agents  have 
adopted  the  regulations  of  the  cartel/but  which 
will  eventually  be  countermanded."  The  quality 
of  the  bread  is  not  mentioned }  nor  did  I  state 
that,  if  the  proposed  cartel  was  agreed  to  by  the 
President,  in  lieu  of  that  of  the  12th  of  May,  that 
the  American  prisoners,  under  the  words  of  the 
cartel,  would  receive  subsistence  precisely  con- 
formable to  the  copy  of  the  table  of  provisions 
sent  you.  I  beg  leave,  however,  to  say,  I  think 
it  probable,  and  for  the  reasons  given  in  my  letter 
of  the  Ist  of  February. 

I  have  received  no  further  information  on  the 
subject  of  the  provisions  to  be  issued  to  pris- 
oners, since  I  wrote  you  in  February.     From 


what  Mr.  Storm  writes  you,  it  is  evident  the 
Com  miss  joners  have  sent  orders  to  the  West  In- 
dies on  the  subject.  Lieutenant  Miller,  at  Hali- 
fax, in  his  letter  to  me  of  March,  does  not  hint 
that  he  had  received  any. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 
General  Mason,  d&c. 


B. 

Abstract  of  the  causes  assigned  by  the  British  Admi- 
ralty for  refusing  to  discharge  seamen  impressed  from 
American  vessels  into  the  naval  serrice  of  Great  Brit*- 
ain,  calcola^  to  show  the  grounds  upon  which  a 
compliance  with  the  demands  of  the  agents  of  the 
United  States  to  discharge  saeh  seamen  is  stated  to 
have  been  declined  on  the  part  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. 

Refiued  to  be  tUeekargedfor  thefoihwing  reasona,  viz.* 

Having  no  documents. 

Bom  in  England. 

Not  Americans. 

Protections  irregular. 

Regularly  exchanged  as  British  subjects. 

Ignorant  of  America. 

Taken  in  enemies'  privateers. 

Voluntarily  entered,  and  received  the  bounty. 

Had  accepted  warrant  offices  in  the  British 
navy. 

Said  to  be  impostors. 

Not  answering  descriptions  given  In  protections. 

Natives  of  foreign  countries — Prussia,  Swe- 
den, 4bc. 

huuffieiency  ofdocumenUt  ^  •* 

Protections  from  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls. 

Notarial  and  other  affidavits  made  in  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Collectors'  protections. 

Discharges  from  British  ships  of  war  as  Amer- 
ican citizens. 

Discharges  fiom  American  ships  of  war  as  Brit- 
ish subjects. 

Admiralty  protections. 

Forced  protections. 

Collectors'  duplicate  protections. 

Documents  from  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  United  States. 

Indentures. 

Notarial  affidavits  made  in  England. 

Magriage  certificates. 

Other  rea8<ms,  we  .* 

Not  on  board  ships  stated. 
Deserted.      ^ 

Drowned,  or  otherwise  dead. 
Invalided. 

Sent  into  the  service  for  smuggling. 
Said  to  be  on  board  ships  not  m  commission. 
On  board  ships  on  foreign  stations. 
Were  released  from  prison  in  Gottenbnrg. 
Not  knowing  where  or  in  what  ships  they  are 
serving. 
Names  of  the  ships  cannot  be  ascertained. 
Killed. 
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[Cormpondenoe  of  Mr.  Beaglej,  oonoerning  ■eamen 
imprefsed  from  American  TeBsels  before  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  .war»  and  detained  in  the  British 
>eenrice.] 

Mr.  Croker  to  Mr.  Beasley. 
Admibaltt  Office,  Auguat  5, 1812. 

Sir  :  HaTing  eommunicated  to  my  Lords  Com- 
tnissioners  of  the  Admiraity  your  letter  of  the 
Slst  ultimo,  transmitting  a  list  of  men,  saifl  to  be 
Americans,  who  have  l>een  impressed  and  de- 
tained on  bNDard  His  Majesty's  ships,  and  request- 
ing their  discharjrej  I  hare  their  Lordships'  com- 
niiands  to  acquaint  vou  that,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, they  will  defer  the  consideration  of 
this  request'.    I  am.  d:^. 

J.  W.  CROKER. 

.  R.  G.  Be/lslst,  Esq. 


Extract  of  a  letter  firpm  Mr.  Beaslej  to  Mx«  {Mk^  of 

the  Fofeign  Office^  dated 

October  19, 1812. 
I  beg  you  to  remind  Lord  Castlereagh  thai  like 
other  part  of  my  lelter  of  the  12th  inslaiit,  requmt- 
ing  the  release  of  the  American  seaLmea  detaiaed 
in  the  British  serrice,  is  still  unanswered. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  Monroe, 

dated 

LoNDOif,  Ckt.  23, 1812. 

I  have  informed  you  that  I  had  addressed  Lord 
Castlereagh  on  the  subject  of  our  citizens  who 
have  been  impressed,  and  are  now  held  in  the 
British  naval  service.    I  demanded  their  release, 
and  complained  of  the  treatment  which  some 
bad  received  on  offering  to  give  themselves  up  as 
^prisoners,  or  refusing  to  serve  when  they  heard 
of  the  war.    In  reply,  I  have  received  a  short 
note  from  Mr.  Cooke,  one  of  the  under  secreta- 
.  ries,  stating  that  he  was  instructed  to  require  of 
ime  the  names  of  the  men  who  had  received  the 
treatment  complained  of,  and  the  vessels  in  which 
they  were ;  wnich  I  immediately  furnished.    I 
urged  a  reply  to  the  other  part  of  my  letter.    In 
an  interview  which  I  have  since  had  with  Mr. 
Cooke,  I  took  occasion  to  remind  him  of  it; 
when  he  intimated  that  the  Governqient  did  not 
intend  to  answer  me  on  that  point,  adding,  that 
i  Bneland  was  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world ; 
we  bad  chosen  to  so  to  war,  and  so  aid  the  great 
enemy;  and  that  Sngland  had  as  much  right  to 
recruit  her  army  and  navy  in  every  possible  man- 
ner as  France. 


Extract  of  a  letter  fipm  Bfr.  Beaaley  to  Mr.  Mouee, 

dated 

London,  October  28,  1812. 

Since  writing  you  the  22d  instant,  I  have  called 
twice  at  the  Foreign  Office,  and,  I  am  happy  to 
state,  I  found  Mr.  Cooke  more  reaaooable  oa  the 
subject  mentioned  in  my  last.  Indeedy  the  tone 
and  substance  of  hb  conversation  were  so  mock 
changed,  that  I  shall  have  little  to  complain  of 
if  followed  up  in  pactice.  In  commgnicafinir  to 
you,  however,  this  apparent  change  I  reiprel  to 
DC  obliged  to  add,  that  within  the  nst  three  or 
four  days,  many  of  our  seamen  have  been  im* 
pressed ;  and  I  learn  that  attempts  have  been  made 
(and  in  some  instanees  with  success)  to  entiee 
some  who  were  confined  as  prisoners  to  e&ler  into 
British  ships  of  war  and  merchantmen. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Beasley  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh, dated 

WiHPOLE  Strbbt,  Oct.  12, 1812. 

In  consequence  of  the  war  unhappily  existing; 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  it 
has  become  my  duty  to  call  your  Lordship's  at- 
tention to  the  situation  of  the  great  number  of 
American  seamen  who  have  been  impressed,  and 
are  now  held  in  the  ships  of  war  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty. 

To  put  an  end  to  a  proceeding  and  a  slate  of 
things  so  revolting  to  humanity,  and  so  contrary 
to  the  law  and  usage  of  civilized  nations,  I  per- 
suade myself  it  is  only  necessary  to  present  them 
to  the  view  of  the  British  Government,  and  I 
therefore  trust  that  eflectual  measures  will  be  im- 
mediately taken  to  restore  these  injured  men  to 
liberty  and  their  country. 


Mr.  Barrow  to  the  Tnnsport  Board. 

Adm IRA.LTT  Officb,  Feb.  25, 1813. 

Gbntlgmbn  :  Having  laid  before  my  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  yoar  letter  of 
the  18th  instant,  enclosing  the  copy  of  s  letter, 
together  with  the  documents  therein  referred  to, 
from  Mr.  Beasley.  the  American  agent  for  pris- 
oners  of  war  in  tnis  country,  on  the  subject  of 
certain  alie^  citizens  of  the  United  States  de- 
tained in  His  Majesty's  service,  I  have  it  in  com- 
mand to  signify  their  Lordships'  directions  to  yon 
to  acquaint  Mr.  Beasley  that  neither  now,  in  war, 
nor  before,  during  peace,  is  or  was  the  British 
Government  desirous  of  having  Amerieaa  sea- 
men in  its  service;  and  that  their  Lordships  will 
now  discharge,  as  prisoners  of  war,  as  they  for- 
merly did  as  neutrals,  those  persons  who  can 
adduce  any  sufficient  proof  of  their  being  Amer- 
icans. 

You  will  further  inform  Mr.  Beasley^  that  lU 
the  cases  stated  by  him  have  received  or  are  under 
accurate  examination  \  aad  that  such  persons  who 
may  appear  to  be  Americans  will  be  immedialely 
sent  to  prison,  as  many  have  been  already. 
'         I  am,  dbc. 

JOHN  BARROW. 


WiMPOLE  Street,  JlforcA  13,1813. 

Sir  :  I  was  duly  favored  with  yonr  letters  of 
the  26th  ultimo  and  6th  instant,  each  encleaing 
the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Boaod  on  the 
preceding  day  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Loids 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty.  I  regret  that 
other  engagemenu  should  have  delayed  till  new 
a  particular  notice  of  their  contents,  as  these  in- 
clude a  charge  against  myself  which  perhaps  re- 
quired an  earlier  refutation. 
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Id  the  letter  -of  tkeir  Lordaliips'  aecretftry  of 
tbe  5tb  iBsUnt,  the  Board  are  directed  to  ebterve 
to  me  that  the  printed  letter  which  I  addressed 
to  certain  American  seamen  detained  in  the  Brit- 
ish nary.  **  contains  a  statement  unfounded  in 
fact,  for  tnat  neither  since  the  war  with  America, 
nor  before,  have  their  Lordships  declined  to  re- 
lease  Ameriean  seamen  admitted  or  prored  to  be 
such." 

It  is  not  jDeceaaary  to  my  present  purpose  to 
enter  upon  aa  examination  of  their  Lordship's 
conduct  on  this  matter  before  the  war;  although 
my  own  official  observation  in  numerous  cases, 
when  I  held  the  office  of  Consul,  would  author- 
ize me  to  dispute  even  that  part  of  their  secreta- 


sue  tbe  subject  further,  and  I  will  content  myself 
with  having  vindicated  tbe  correctness  of  the 
statement. 

I  come  BOW  to  the  consideration  of  their  Lord- 
ships' purpose,  as  expressed  in  their  secretary's  let- 
ter of  the  25th  ultimo,  to  treat  as  prisoners  of  war 
the  American  seamen  who  have  been  impressed, 
and  are  held  in  the  British  service.  Taking  into 
view  the  manner  in  which  these  unfortunate  per* 
sons  came  into  the  power  of  the  British  Qovern- 
ment,  that  their  own  rights  and  inclinations,  the 
rights  of  their  country,  the  law  of  nations,  and 
every  principle  of  justice,  were  violated  in  the 
very  act  by  which  each  of  these  men  was  brought 
within  its  power,  and  that  this  wrong  aceumu- 


ry's  assertion.    But  with  reference  to  their  Lord-    lates  so  long  as  any  of  them  remain  in  its  power, 


ships'  conduct  since  the  war,  I  beg  to  remind 
them  of  their  letter  of  the  5th  August,  soon  after 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  in  answer  to  a 
request  made  on  the  31st  July  for  the  release  of 
certain  impressed  Ameriean  seamen,  in  which 
their  Lordships,  going  beyond  the  .mere  declining 
to  release  the  men,  stated  "  that,  under  the  pres- 
ent Gircumstanees^  they  will  defer  the  considera- 
tion of  the  request  for  their  release ;"  or,  in  other 
words,  that  they  will  not,  at  present,  war  being 


I  do  maintain  that  they  are,  on  every  ground, 
entitled  to,  and  that  the  British  Government  is 
bound  to  grant  their  immediate  and  complete  re- 
lease. It  acquired  tbem  only  as  the  spoils  of  un- 
lawful violence.  How,  then,  can  it  retain  them 
as  the  fruits  of  lawful  war  ?  Its  right  of  control 
over  them  can  only  arise  from  the  lawfulness  of 
their  detention ;  but  that  which  was  unlawfully 
taken  cannot  be  rightfully  held ;  and  toacknowl- 
ed^  the  pretension  to  such  control  as  their  Lord- 
commenced,  even  think  on  the  subject  of  their  I  ships'  purpose  implies,  would  be  to  legitimattse 


release.  If  further  proof  be  necessary  of  their 
Lordslups  having,  aa  I  stated  in  my  printed  letter, 
declined  the  release  of  such  seamen  in .  conse- 
quence of  the  war,  I  will  call  to  their  recollection 
a  letter  written  by  the{r  secretary  on  the  25th 
August^  in  answer  to  an  application  for  the  re- 
lease ol  William  Wilson,  an  impressed  Ameri- 
detained  on  board. the  Cornelia,  in  which 


can 


they  state  that  "  this  man,  being  an  alien  enemy, 
muet  comlinue  to  jsree  or  to  go  toprimm?^  Siiould 
other  corroboration  be  wanted,  it  may  be  focmd  in 
the  long- and  marked  silence  of  the  British  Gk>v- 
erament  to  my  numerous  applications  again  and 
again  repeated  for  the  release  of  these  men,  see- 
ing that  It:  was  not  until  the  25th  February,  nearly 
seven  months  after  their  Lordships  had  informed 
me  of  their  having  deferred  the  oonatderation  of 
the  subject,  and  nearly  five  months  after  my 
formal  demand  made  to  Lord  Castlercagh,  that 
they  directed  the  Board  to  inform,  me  of  their 
intention  to  treat  them  as  prisoners  of  war.  And 
even  this  was  not  done  nutil  eight  days  after  my 
pcinted  letter  in  question  appears  to  have  been  on 
their  table.  Surely  it  was  in  ntier  forgetfulness 
of  all  these  circumstances  that  their  Lordshi|is 
declared  my  statement  unfounded  in  fact ;  for  it 
appears  impossible  that  they  can,  in  the  mind  of 
any  person,  bear  a  different  interpretation  from 
that  which  I  have^given  them.  But  how  .do 
these  &cts  bear  on  their  Lordships'  statement? 
HoWy  Laskjdoes  their  determination  that  Wil- 
son, proved  and  admitted  to  be  an  Ameriean, 
most  continue  to  serve  or  go.  to  prison,  support 
the  assertion  that  their  Lordships  have  not  de- 
clined to  release  American  seamen  admitted  or 
proved  to  be  such  9  But,  perhaps,  in  their  Lord- 
ehips'  view  to  send  tbem  from  service  and.  deten- 
tion in  ships  of  war  to  confinement  in  prisons  is 
to  releqse  them.    If  so»  it  is  unnecessary  to  pnr- 


the  act  by  which  they  came  into  their  power. 
The  British  Qovsrament  disclaims  all  rignt  and 
all  intention  to  take  tbem,  and  this  disavowal  is 
an  acknowledgment  of  its  obligation  to  restore 
tbem  to  the  same  condition  and  to  the  same  free- 
dom from  which  they  were  taken.  '  Upon  what 
grounds  is  it,  then,  that  they  are  to  be  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war?  Not  many  years  have  elapsed 
since  all  Europe  resounded  with  tbe  complaints 
of  Qreat  Brium  against  France  for  detaining  as 

Erisoneis  of  war  certain  British  subjects,  iKrho, 
aving  entered  the  French  territories  in  time  of 
peace,  were  found  there  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war.  But  if  that  were  regarded  in  England 
as  an  outra^,  what  will  be  thought  of  this  de- 
tention as  prisoners  of  war  of  American  seamen, 
who,  having  been  wrongfully  taken  on  the  high 
seas^  and  forcibly  carried  into  the  British  service 
in  time  of  peace,  are  found  therein,  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  a  war  doing  her  service  and  fighting 
her  battles  ?  The  conduct  of  France  was  at- 
tempted to  be  justified  by  certain  acts  of  Bng- 
iand,  which  were  alleged  to  be  equally  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nations.  But  what  justification, 
what  excuse  can  be  set  up  for  this  conduct  of 
Qreat  Britain  towards  the  impressed  American 
seamen  ?  What  infraction  of  t he  law  of  nations, 
what  violence  or  injustice  exercised  towards 


or 
British  subjects,  or -what  outrage  is  this  cruel 
act  to  retaliate?  It  cannot  be  the  free  and 
spontaneous  permission  given  by  the  United 
States,  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  for 
every.  British  subject  of  every  class  and  descrip- 
tion found  within  their  territories  or  in  their 
power  to  return  to  his  country  that  this  impris- 
onment of  American  seamen  is  to  requite.  And 
surely  this  cannot  be  the  indemnification  which 
Great  Britain  offers  these  unfortunate  men  for 
the  wrongs  which  she  has  inflicted  on  them,  or 
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the  reward  which  she  bestows  for  the  service  she 
has  received  at  their  hands. 

To  the  unqaalified  prohibition  of  all  corres- 
pondence between  myself  and  the  impressed 
American  seamen  in  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
fleet,  so  unreservedly  stated  in  the  letter  of  their 
Lordships'  secretary  of  the  6th  instant,  I  mast 
conform,  whatever  may  be  my  feelings  and  sen- 
timents respecting  it.  The  situation  in  which 
these  unfortunate  men  and  myself  stood  towards 
each  other,  appeared  not  only  to  invite  but  to  au- 
thorize a  communication  between  us.  On  their 
part  the  object  of  this  correspondence  was  to  ob- 
tain information  and  counsel  as  to  the  proper 
manner  of  conducting  themselves  under  circum- 
stances the  most  difficult,  and  an  occasion  the 
most  important  and  solemn,  namely :  how  to  act 
while  forcibly  held  to  service  in  ships  of  war  be- 
longing to  a  State  engaged  in  actual  hostilities 
against  their  country ;  a  situation  which  their 
own  good  sense  and  proper  feelings  taught  them 
was  alike  incompatible  with  their  rights  and 
their  duties.  My  part  has  been,  after  having 
waited  five  months  in  vain  for  a  communication 
of  their  Lordships'intention8|to  recommend  them, 
since  there  appeared  no  means  of  obtaining  their 
release,  to  give  themselves  up  as  prisoners  of  war; 
an  evil  comparatively  light  to  that  which  they 
suffer.  In  other  instances  their  letters  have  re- 
lated the  rejection  of  their  offer  and  the  threats 
of  punishment;  and  all  contain  complaints  of 
the  uneiampled  hardship  of  their  situation.  How- 
ever, as  their  Lordships  declare  that  the  British 
Government  has  no  wish  to  have  American  sea- 
men in  its  service,  they  will  no  doubt  adopt  some 
effectual  plan  to  make  known  these  sentiments 
to  all  such  seamen  now  in  its  service,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  inform  them  of  the  manner  in 
which,  if  ihey  desire  to  leave  it,  their  object  may 
be  accomplished.  Since  I  am  no  longer  permit- 
ted to  advise  them  in  these  matters,  such  a  pro- 
ceeding on  the  part  of  their  Lordships  becomes, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  an  indispensable 
measure  of  justice  towards  the  men,  while  it  is 
also  necessary  to  prevent  their  Lordships'  inten- 
tions on  so  momentous  a  subject  from  misinter- 
pretation. If  the  consequence  of  this  interdic- 
tion of  the  correspondence  with  me  be  to  bring 
the  condition  of  these  men  more  completely  un- 
der their  Lordships'  notice,  there  will.  I  trust,  be 
less  reason  to  regret  it.  I  entreat  tneir  Lord- 
ships to  take  their  claims  into  the  most  serious  ^ 
consideration.  Their  detention  appears  to  be  the 
only  remaining  ground  of  that  unhappy  quarrel 
which  divides  the  two  countries;  and  in  their 
immediate  release  their  Lordships  have  an  op- 
portunity, by  an  act  of  justice  and  of  magnanim- 
ity worthy  of  the  British  name,  to  bring  back 
peace,  and  to  restore  those  relations  of  honora- 
ble friendship  so  natural  and  so  beneficial  to 
both. 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

R.  G.  BBASLEY. 

Alexaudbr  McLbat,  Elsq.,  dbc. 

TYompoH  Office,  \ 


Eztnct  of  a  letter  from  the  CsmmiwiBBwrs  of  the 
Transport  Boaidt  in  LoikIoii»  to  ReobcB  G.  Beas- 
lej,  Es^.,  agentof  the  United  States  in  Engiand, 
dated 

Teambport  Office,  Afoy  26, 1813. 

We  have  received  your  letter  dated  the  i5tii 
instant,  and,  having  communicated  the  same  to 
the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  Commiasioaen 
of  the  Admiralty,  we  are  instructed  by  their 
Lordships  to  inform  you  that  to  yoar  former  let- 
ter of  the  13eh  of  March  last,  their  Lcxdships  dii 
not  authorize  us  to  return  an  answer,  became  it 
referred  to  subjects  which  it  is  beyond  yoor  com- 
petency, in  the  character  of  agent  for  prisoaen 
of  war,  to  discuss,  and  because,  easy  as  it  woaU 
have  been  to  have  completely  answered  the  nns- 
conceptions  and  misstatements  of  that  letter,  it 
seemed  unnecessary  to  proceed  with  a  corres- 
pondence which  could  conduce  to  no  practicai 
efiect. 

On  the  subject  of  your  late  applieatioD,  we  are 
to  repeat  to  you,  that  neither  betore  the  war  nor 
since  has  this  country  been  desirous  of  retaining 
in  its  service  any  lima  fide  American  citoens, 
but  that  the  flagrant  and  undeniable  abuses  of 
the  official  documents  of  American  citizenskip 
(to  say  nothing  of  the  question  of  natnrmliiiag 
British  subjecu)  have  obliged  their  Lordships  u 
look  at  all  such  documents  with  the  utmost  dii- 
trust. 

And  if,  from  the  similarity  of  language  anl 
manners,  some  American  seamen  have  b^n  im- 
pressed into  His  Majesty's  service,  the  blame  ii 
imputable  to  those  who  have  permitted  the  offi- 
cial documents  of  citizenship  to  be  so  prostitated 
as  to  be  at  last  wholly  undeserving  of  any  attea- 
tion  or  respect,  and  toe  British  (^vemment  has 
always  regretted  that  this  check  (slight  as  it 
orieinally  was)  has  been  so  infinitely  abused, 
and,  finally,  so  completely  destroyed,  not  tndy 
for  the  sake  of  the  Americans  themselTes,  who 
might  thereby  suffer  the  inconvenience  of  a  tem- 
porary detention,  but  for  that  of  the  British  offi- 
cers, who  were  thereby  rendered  still  less  capa- 
ble than  before  of  distinguishing  the  persons 
whom  it  was  their  duly  to  impress. 

Their  Lordships^  for  the  reasons  already  sta- 
ted, do  not  enter  with  you  into  any  explanations 
of  the  rules  which  governed  their  conduct  on  this 
subject  before  the  war ;  but  as  far  as  re;gards  the 
prisoners  of  war  sent,  either  at  your  ortJkeirowa 
request,  to  prison,  from  His  Majesty's  service, 
their  Lordships  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that 
they  have,  in  favor^of  that  first  principle  o?  civ- 
ilized society,  the  allegiance  which  is  doe  to  the 
land  of  a  man's  nativity,  been  anxious  to  aToid 
even  the  possibility  of  obliging  any  Amerieaa  to 
fight  agamst  his  country ;  and  they  have,  there- 
fore, discharged  persons  from  the  military  ser- 
vice of  this  country,  on  evidence  of  their  bang 
Americans,  which  would  not,  in  ordinary  times^ 
have  been  considered  sufficient,  even- in  the  opia- 
ion  and  practice  of  the  American  consulate  here, 
to  obtain  their  release.  And  it  has  happeaed 
that  several  persons  have,  on  their  own  asser- 
tions, or  on  production  of  American  d9ciHBenta, 
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beeD  so  discharged,  of  whom  it  has  sinee  been 
dtseoTered  that  they  are  nataral  born  sobjects  of 
His  Majesty,  and  that  such  assertions  were  false, 
or  sQch  documents  fraudolently  obtained. 

Bat  while  their  Lordships  prefer  the  risk  of 
losing  the  senriees  of  a  British  subject  to  that  of 
oblij^ng  an  American  citizen  to  continue  in  arms 
against  his  country,  they  cannot,  on  evidenoe 
loose  and  unsatisfactory,  or  without  any  evidence 
at  all,  permit  such  persons  to  [)roceed  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  bear  arms  against  this  country. 
We  are,  therefore,  to  acquaint  you  that  persons 
discharged  to  prison  from  His  Majesty's  ser?ice, 
as  bein^  Americans,  cannot  be  released,  unless, 
in  each  individual  case,  you  shall  produce  satis- 
factory proofs  that  the  person  whose  exchange 
y^u  demand,  is  a  nataral  born  American  citizen. 
Whenerer  such  proof  shall  be  produced,  the  per- 
son will  be  immediately  released  from  prison, 
upon  the  usual  terms  of  exchange,  if  he  has 
been  a  volunteer  into  our  service ;  or,  if  an  im- 
pressed man,  freely  and  without  restriction. 


Mr.  Beasley  to  Alexander  McLeay,  Esq.,  Secretaiy  of 

tha  Transport  Board. 

Harlbt  Stbkct,  May  29, 1813. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  addressed  to 
me  by  the  Board  on  the  26th  instant,  communi- 
cating the  present  intentions  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  respecting  the  Amer- 
ican seamen  who  have  been  heretofore  detained 
in  the  British  service. 

In  makinff  those  observations  in  mv  letter  of 
the  13th  of  March  upon  this  subject,  which  their 
Lordships  consider  as. entering  upon  a  question 
beyond  mv  competency  to  discuss,  I  was  influ- 
enced solely  by  a  sense  of  duty.  The  topic  is 
unfortunately  too  humiliating  to  be  willingly  se- 
lected ;  but  painful  as  its  consideration  was  to 
myself,  and  unwelcome  as  it  appears  to  have  been 
to  their  Lordships,  I  cannot  regret  that  I  yielded 
to  the  necessity  of  presentinff  it  clearly  to  their 
view,  since  it  now  appears  that  their  Lordships 
no  loneer  adhere  to  their  determination,  that  im- 
pressed American  seamen  must  continue  to  serve 
His  Britannic  Majesty  or  go  to  prison,  to  be  re- 
leased only  as  prisoners  of  war. 

I  cannot  but  lament  that,  as  their  Lordships 
thought  it  necessary  to  allude  to  ^  misconceptions 
and  misstatements,"  which  they  represent  that 
letter  to  contain,  they  did  not  take  the  trouble  to 
point  them  out,  especially  as,  in  their  opinion, 
they  might  have  been  ^  so  easily  answered."  I 
lament  this  the  more,  as  1  can  discover  nothing 
in  it  which  farther  reflection  and  experience  do 
not  confirm. 

But  whatever  ground  their  Lordships'  letter 
affords  for  retorting  such  a  charge  upon  them- 
selves, I  forbear  to  notice.  If  their  Lordships  do 
see,  in  the  fraudulent  use  of  documents  of  Amer- 
ican citizenship  by  British  seamen,  any  excuse  for 
impressing  and  detaining  American  seamen  in  the 
Britbh  navy,  and  if  they  do  consider  such  im* 
pressment  and  detention  as  only  a  temporary  in- 
convenience to  the  American  seamen,  and  if 


they  think  that  the  blame  of  all  such  imnress- 
ment  and  detention  is  imputable,  as  their  letter 
insinuates,  to  the  United  States,  I  should  utterly 
despair  that  our  opinions  could  ever  be  brooj^ht 
to  coincide,  and,  consequently,  that  any  practical 
^ood  could  result  from  any  effort  of  mine  to  effect 
It.  Happily,  however,  this  is  not  now  necessary. 
The  question  does  not  relate  to  the  abuse  of  doc- 
uments of  American  citizenship,  whether  result- 
ing from  forgeries  practised  here,  or  frauds  com- 
mitted in  the  United  States;  nor  is  it  essential 
to  inquire  whether  American  seamen  have  been 
taken  through  error  or  design ;  nor  whether  their 
impressment  and  detention  be  in  conformity  with 
longand  general  practice  in  the  British  navy,  or 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. The  fact  is  admitted  that  American  sea- 
men have  been  impressed  and  held  in  the  service 
of  Great  Britain,  and  their  Lordships  now  de- 
clare that,  upon  satisfactory  proof  of  this  national 
character,  they  shall  be  released,  either  as  pris- 
oners of  war,  or  freely  and  without  restriction. 
The  question  then  is  as  to  the  proof. . 

But,  on  entering  upon  this  question,  we  should 
not  overlook  the  very  important  consideration 
that  the  greater  number  of  these  persons  having 
been  taken  from  American  vessels,  were,  whe- 
ther they  did  or  did  not  bear  documents  or  their 


deprived 

upon  the  mere  suspicion  of  persons  interested  in 
discrediting  it,  and  they  have  been  detained  in 
the  British  service  without  any  evidence  of  their 
being  British  subjects.  It  is  tne  British  Govern- 
ment, therefore,  on  which  the  burden  of  proof 
should  still  lie. 

These  unfortunate  men  are,  however.  In  the 
power  of  the  British  Government,  and  it  imposes 
this  burden  upon  them.  To  this  additional  hard- 
ship they  must  therefore  submit.  We  come, 
then,  to  its  operation. 

The  official  documents  of  American  citizenship 
are  declared  by  their  Lordships  to  be  ^  wholly 
undeserving  of  any  attention  or  respect,"  and  in 
but  few  instances  has  there  been  an  opportunity 
to  obtain  any  other  evidence.  Thus,  there  re- 
mains scarcely  any  documentary  testimony  to 
offer  on  behalf  of  these  men,  and  a  very  longtime 
must  necessarily  elapse  before  it  could  be  received 
from  America.  But,  with  respect  to  many  of 
them,  I  am  persuaded  that  no  such  evidence  need 
be  sought ;  and,  to  delay  the  release  of  those  who 
are  clearly  Americans,  is  not,  I  trust,  now  in- 
tended by  their  Lordships. 

To  prevent,  therefore,  in  some  degree,  the 
hardships  to  which  the  measures  proposed  by 
their  Lordships  must  necessarily  subject  the  far 
greater  part  of  these  unfortunate  men,  I  would 
suggest  that  their  Lordships  should  authorize 
competent  persons  to  examine  those  who  claim 
to  be  Americans,  and  that  such  as.  in  the  judg- 
ment of  these  persons,  are  bona  fiie  Americans, 
should  forthwith  be  released,  according^  to  the 
terms  of  their  Lordships'  letter.  1  will  most 
readily  assist  at  such  examinations,  and  will 
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commanicftte  uuj  documents  or  ptpers  ia  my  ( 
office,  which  may  be  considered  necessary  to 
facilitate  the  object.  With  regard  to  those  who 
may  not  be  able  to  satisfy  these  persons  respect- 
ing their  national  character,  I  will  caase  proper 
inquiry  to  be  made  at  the  places  to  which  they 
respectiTely  claim  to  belong,  and  thev  may  be  in 
like  manner  released,  when  the  proor  which  may 
have  been  deemed  necessary  shall  be  received. 

Their  Lordships  will  not,  I  trost,  be  withheld 
from  the  adoption  of  these  or  some  other  equally 
fair  means  of  inTesticating.  without  delay,  the 
claims  of  these  men  l>y  any  techical  incompe- 
tency on  my  part  to  offer  such  suggestions. 
Whatever  may  be  my  powers,  their  Lordships 
are  at  all  events  free  to  adopt  such  means  as  may 
be  equitable ;  and  for  the  desire  they  express  to 
"  favor  that  which  they  consider  the  first  princi- 
ple of  civilized  society,  the  allegiance  which  is 
due  to  the  land  of  a  man's  nativity,"  (which 
principle  would  be  scarcely  less  violated  by  de- 
priving his  country  of  his  assistance  in  her  de- 
fence, than  by  '^  obliging  him  to  fight  a^nst  his 
country,"^  I  would  fain  hope  they  will  prefer 
those  which  will  be  the  most  effectual  to  the 
end.  Nor,  I  persuade  myself,  will  the  consider- 
ation that  the  United  States  are  now  carrying  on 
ymt  for  the  redress  of  the  wrong  done  in  the  de- 
tention of  these  men,  prevent  their  Lordships 
from  redressing  the  wron^  of  themselves,  not 
only  because  it  is  the  duty  of  a  State  to  remove  all 
just  ground  of  complaint,  even  on  the  part  of  an 
enemy,  but  because,  by  so  doing,  they  would,  in 
a  great  degree,  supersede  the  necessity  of  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  war. 

I  cannot  dose  this  communication  without  ex- 
pressing my  anxiety  at  the  total  silence  of  their 
Lordships  respecting  the  numerous  representa- 
tions which  have  been  made  by  me  since  the 
war  of  individual  cases  of  impressment.  In  many 
of  these  cases  the  proof  has  been  such  as  should 
not  have  failed  to  satisfy  their  Lordships ,  even 
disposed  as  they  are  to  look  at  all  proofin  these 
matters  with  the  utmost  distrust,  that  the  men  on 
whose  behalf  it  was  offered  are  bona  fide  Amer- 
ican citizens.  Yet  in  no  instance  have  I  heard 
of  any  favorable  decisions  on  their  claims.  I 
will  hope,  however,  that  the  course  which  their 
Lordships  will  adopt  may  speedily  remove  all 
those  unfavorable  impressions,  which,  with  ev- 
ery disposition  to  eive  them  credit  for  the  most 
just  intentions,  could  not  fail  to  result  from  this 
single  fact  that,  among  the  thousands  of  im- 
pressed men  in  tne  British  navy  who  claim  to  be 
Americans,  I  have  not  heard  of  one  man  who 
has  been  freely  released  and  permitted  to  return 
to  his  country  since  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities* 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

R.  O.  BEASLEY. 

Alexandbr  McLbat,  Esq.,  d&c. 

Mr.  Beaaley  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

London,  Jwic  10, 1813. 
Sib  :  The  numerous  instances  of  hardships  im- 
posed on  AmsnieuA  cittxens   by  imprtssment, 


which  came  under  my  observatiim  whcs  I  JieU 
the  office  of  Consul,  could  not  fail  to  Hiakie  a 
deep  impressicNn  on  my  mind.  I  thcrdon  availed 
myself  of  the  earliest  opportiuiicy  to  addrass  ^e 
British  Grovemment  on  the  avbjeet.  If  any  in- 
centive had  been  wanting  to  tJus  step,  I  skoaid 
have  found  it  in  the  many  commoBicatioBs  whick 
I  dailv  received  from  those  usCortaaAte  persm; 
all  asKing  advice,  and  some  coaapiainiBy  of  aeis 
of  cruelty  by  British  officers,  beea«ae  having  hearf 
of  the  war  they  refused  to  do  senrioe.  R<elfng 
on  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  the  Bntim 
iSovernment,  I  considered  it  would  be  ba  tasuit 
to  demand  redress,  or  even  to  lenaoDstfate;  1 
therefore  contented  myself^  as  you  will  havei 
by  my  letter  to  Lord  Castlereagh  on  the  snr 
with  merely  representiag  the  facta.  But  if  my 
confidence  was  great,  so  has  been  ay  dMppoim- 
ment;  for  an  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  l^k 
October  was  not  returned  until  the  26ih  May, 
notwithstanding  I  had  frequently  called  it  to  the 
attention  of  the  Ctovernment.  And  it  appeava  I 
owe  this  answer  to  the  following  eircanistanee : 
AAer  having  waited  so  many  months  for  the  aea- 
timents  of  the  Ctovernment  on  a  topic  involviag 
the  happiness  of  thousands  of  my  eoantrymen,  1 
was  induced,  as  the  season  was  near  at  hand 
when  many  ships  would  proceed  to  foreign  sia* 
tions.  to  issue  a  circalar  in  answer  to  the  aute* 
rous  letters  which  i  had  received  in  the  interval, 
stating  that  the  Lords  of  the  Adnaiialty  haviag 
declined  to  release  American  citizens  who  hai 
been  impressed,  there  appeared  to  be  no  othci 
course  than  to  give  thennelves  ep  as  priaoiiera  of 
war.  Not  many  of  these  letters  reaehed  the  par- 
ties before  I  was  informed  that  ^  I  mast  aot  co^ 
respond  with  persons  in  His  Majesty's  fleet;  mak 
that  my  circular  contained  a  statement  unfiiunded 
in  fact,  for  neither  before  the  war  nor  since  faii 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  declined  to  releBK 
Americans  admitted  or  proved  to  he  ■uch."  My 
letter  of  the  13th  March  contains  my  seatimcau 
on  these  two  points  \  on  the  latter  I  have  ^oved 
the  correctness  of  my  statement  by  letters  firam 
under  their  Secretary's  own  hand.  Ia  their  re- 
ply of  the  26th  May,  they  say,  easy  as  it  woold 
have  been  to  have  completely  answered  the  mis- 
conceptions and  miastatements  of  that  letter,  thty 
decUae  doing  so,  beoause  it  refhrs  to  aofajeets 
which  it  is  beyond  mjr  competency,  in  the  ehar- 
acter  of  agent  for  prisoners  of  war,  to  dtsean. 
And  they  repeat,  *^  that  neither  before  the  wmr  net 
since  has  this  country  been  desirous  of  letBiaiaf 
in  its  service  any  hmafidt  American  citizens  r 
that,  at  the  same  time,  they  cannot,  on  evidence 
loose  and  unsatisfactory,  or  without  any  cTideace 
at  all,  permit  persons  to  proceed  to  the  United 
States  to  bear  arms  against  this  country ;  thai 
therefore,  those  who  have  been  discharged  fioa 
His  Majesty's  service  to  prison  as  being  Amsri- 
eans,  oannet  be  released  unless,  in  each  iadivid«l 
case,  satisjbctory  proof  shall  be  produced  that  lie 
person  whose  release  is  demanded  is  a  -  natanl 
born  American  citiaen;  and  that,  when  sath 
proof  shall  be  produced,  he  will  he  immadiawty 
released  from  prison  upon  the  nana!  temu  af  ei* 
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^,  if  he  has  been  a  volanteer,  or,  if  ao  im- 
ed  man,  freely  and  wUhoat  restriction, 
I  prerent,  in  some  de^pree,  the  hardships  of 
aeasure  thus  proposed,  I  suggested  in  my 
*  of  the  29th  May,  that  they  "  would  author^ 
^mpetent  persons  to  examine  those  who  claim 
Americans,  and  that  such  as,  in  the  judg- 
;  of  these  persons,  are  bona  fide  Americans, 
Id  be  forthwith  released  according  to  the 
B  of  their  letter."  I  offered  to  assist  at  such 
lioations,  and  to  communicate  any  doeu- 
m  or  papers  in  my  possession  that  might  be 
dered  necessary  to  facilitate  the  object ;  and, 

regard  to  those  who  might  not  be  able  to 
y  these  persons  respecting  their  national 
icier,  I  would  cause  proper  inquiry  to  be 
)  at  the  places  to  which  they  respectively 
I  to  belong  concerning  the  truth  of  their  al- 
joniL  that  they  might,  in  like  manner,  be  re- 
d  waen  the  proofs  which  might  have  been 
ked  necessary  should  be  received. 
>  thb  proposition  I  have  just  received  their 
«r,  stating  ^  that  they  have  nothing  to  add 
ur  former  communications  on  this  subject,  by 
h  they  mean  to  abide." 
RW|  that  you  may  know  what  value  to  place 
le  repeated  assurances  contained  in  that  com- 
ioation,  I  h%g  to  state  that,  since  the  9th  of 
rh  last,  I  have  transmitted  documents  (many 
hich  came  authenticated  from  the  Depart- 
;  of  State)  on  behalf  of  one  hundred  and 
t^ve  persons,  impressed  and  detained  on 
I  of  British  ships^  and  that  they  have  not 
sht  proper  to  notice  a  single  case. 
Mt  a  prospect  for  those  unfortunate  men— 
ijrer  in  prison,  or  to  fight  agaiost  their  coun- 

This  is  literally  their  unhappy  lot;  for  it  is 
Iting  to  talk  any  longer  of  evidence,  when  it 
lanifest  that  none  that  could  be  produced 
Id  be  found  satisfactory;  when  they  refuse 
I  to  examine  the  cases;  and  when  the  very 
uage  the  victims  speak  is  considered  prima 
I  evidem:e  against  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dbc, 

R.  G.  BKASLEY. 
on.  Jam^s  MonbqBj^c* 


and  I  have  to  request  that  he  may  be  diaehavged 
from  His  Britannic  Majesty's  service,  in  con* 
formity  to  the  determination  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners  of  the  Admiralty  respecting  American 
seamen,  as  communicated  to  me  by  the  Trans- 
port  Board  in  their  letter  of  26th  April  last. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 
J.  W.  Crokbr,  Esq.,  AdmiraUy  Office. 

Certificate  of  his  birth  granted  by  the  town 
clerk  of  the  place  wherein  ne  was  born ;  certifi- 
cate of  bis  parents  being  inhabitants  of  said  place, 
anthenticated  by  a  notary  public;  and  a  protec- 
tion granted  by  the  collector  of  the  district  of 
Penobscot,  dated  23d  May.  1810. 


Mr.  Barrow  to  Mr.  Beasley. 

Admibaltt  Office,  July  14, 1813. 

Sia :  Having  laid  before  my  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty  your  letter  of  yester- 
day's date  and  its  enclosures,  requesting  tne  dis- 
char|^  of  Jonathan  BtgeloWj  an  American,  be-^ 
lon^fing  to  His  Majesty's  ship  Cornelia,  I  have 
their  Lordships'  commands  to  acquaint  you  this 
man  must  join  his  ship,  in  order  that  the  neces^^ 
sary  inquiries  may  be  made  into  his  case.  I 
herewith  return  the  documents,  and  am,  sir,  d&c. 

JOHN  BARROW. 


Extract-— Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

LoNOOif,  Jii/y  5, 1813. 

oiwithstanding  ,the  fair  promises  made  some 
)  ago  relative  to  our  eitizeos  who  had  t>«ea 
leseed,  there  is  scarcely  an  instance  of  a  dis- 
fge  from  the  prison-ships. 

Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr;  Crc^er. 

No.  65,  Haelet  Stbebt, 
Jidy  13, 1813. 

ib:  I  transmit  herewith  the  copy  of  an  appli- 
oo  which  I  made  to  the  Transport  Board,  on 
plf  of  Jonathan  Bigelow,  the  bearer  hereof^ 
impressed  American  seaman,  as  also  of  the 
Hrer  I  have  received. 

DOW  transmit  documents  in  proof  of  his  being 
American,  as  mentioned  on  the  other  side, 


London,  September  1, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
case  of  Jonathan  Bigelow,  an  American  seaman, 
who  was  impressed  into  the  British  service  in 
the  year  1807,  and  has  been  held  therein  ever 
since.  In  the  month  of  July  last,  this  man  being 
then  on  leave  of  absence  from  tne  Cornelia,  ap- 
plied to  me  to  procure  his  discharge  from  that 
ship.  I  made  a  request  to  that  ^ect  to  the 
Transport  Board,  informing  them  that  I  had  ex- 
amined him,  was  satisfied  he  was  an  American 
citizen,  and  that  I  had  documents  in  my  posses- 
sion, proving  that  he  was  a  native  of  Boston,  in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts.  To  this  I  received 
an  answer,  stating  that  that  Board  had  no  au- 
thority to  discharge  him,  but  that  the  documents 
referred  to  should  be  submit  ted -to  the  Lords  Com* 
missioners  of  the  AdmiraUy,  and  that,  in  the 
meantime,  he  must  rejoin  his.  ship  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  leave,  or  otherwise  he  would  be  liable 
to  be  apprehended  as  a  deserter.  I  immediately 
made  an  application  to  the  Admiralty,  of  whicn 
I  transmit  herewith  a  copy,  and  received  an  an- 
swer, a  copy  of  which  is  also  enclosed,  stating 
that  he  must  join  his  ship,  in  order  that  the  ne- 
cessary inquiries  might  be  made  into  his  case. 
Having  no  means,  at  that  time,  of  sending  him 
immediately  to  the  United  States,  and  being  fear- 
ful that  he  might  be  apprehended  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  leaTe  and  treated  harshly,  besides  be- 
iog  considered  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  I  consented 
to  bis  returning  to  the  ship  accdrdingly.  Hear- 
ing from  the  man,  after  having  returned  to  the 
service,^ that  no  steps  had  been  taken  in  his  case, 
but  that*  on  the  contrary,  he  had  been  draughted 
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to  serve  in  another  ship,  I  agaia  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  recalling  his 
case  to  their  consideration,  and  repeating  my  re* 
quest  that  he  might  be  discharged.  To  this  I 
have  yet  received  no  answer,  and  I  have  just  re- 
;  ceived  a  letter  from  the  man  himself,  stating  that 
the  Cydnus,  to  which  ship  he  has  been  draughted, 
is  on  the  point  of  sailing  for  the  West  Indies. 

In  this  extraordinary  case,  I  would  particularly 
call  your  attention  to  the  circumstance  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiraitv  desiring,  after  being  put 
in  possession  of  the  documents  transmitted  in 
proof  of  his  American  nativity,  that  he  should 
return  to  the  British  service,  tor  the  purpose,  it 
was  alleged,  of  making  the  necessary  inquiries 
into  his  case ;  their  having  since  taken  no  notice 
of  it  whatever,  even  after  my  renewed  request,  is 
a  clear  proof  that  his  discharge  was  not  intended, 
even  should  the  result  of  inquiry  respectinjg^  him 
be  the  most  satisfactory,  and  that  that  motive  for 
desiring  his  return  was  assigned  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  again  obtaining  possession  of  him. 

By  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  Transport 
Board  on  the  26th  of  May  last,  a  copy  of  which  I 
had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  some  time 
ago,  the  British  Grovernment  engaged  that  per- 
sons discharged  to  prison  from  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  service  as  being  Americans,  upon  my 
producing  satisfactory  proofs  that  they  were  natu- 
ral born  Americans,  should  be  immediately  re- 
leased from  prison,  upon  the  usual  terms  of  ex- 
change, ;f  they  had  volunteered  into  the  service, 
or,  if  impressed  men,  freely  and  without  restric- 
tion. Tne  case  of  Bigelow,  and  the  fact  that,  in 
the  months  of  March  and  April  last,  I  transmit- 
ted documents  and  made  representations  in  behalf 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  unfortunate  per- 
sons, without  having  yet  ever  received  a  reply  to 
any  one  case,  must  convince  even  those  best  in- 
clined to  believe  it,  how  little  the  practice  of  the 
British  Government  accords  with  its  profession 
in  favor  of  impressed  American  seamen. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

R.  G.  BEASLBY. 

Hon.  James  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State, 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  R.  G.  Beasley  to  John  Mason, 

Esq.,  dated 

London,  November  25, 1813. 
I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  a  correspondence 
which  I  have  lately  had  with  the  Transport 
Board,  relative  to  some  seamen  who  have  been 
surrendered  to  prison,  as  Americans,  from  British 
ships  of  war,  from  which  you  will  perceive  the 
little  prospect  which  the  manv  unfortunate  men, 
in  the  same  situation,  have  or  being  released  on 
documentary  evidence.  I  shall,  nevertheless,  con- 
tinue my  exertions  in  their  behalf. 

Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  McLeay. 

September  18, 1813. 

I  have  to  recall  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Board  the  cases  of  several  persons,  claiming  to 
be  American  citizens,  on  whose  behalf  I  trans- 
mitted particular  statements  and  evidence  some 


time  ago,  namely,  on  the  9th  of  Martft  laa^  am 
behalf  of  ninety-five  persons,  on  the  7ih  of  April, 
on  behalf  of  thirty,  and,  on  the  ^tk  of  Avril,  of 
forty  persons.  The  only  informatioa  wfaici  I 
have  received  from  the  6oard,  relative  to  cfaem, 
is  obtained  from  the  lists  of  American  prisoDers 
which  have  been  transmitted  to  me ;  from  wbidi 
it  appears  that  some  of  those  persons  have  been 
discharged  from  the  British  service  as  Americans, 
and  sent  to  prison ;  some  of  them,  however,  are 
still  compelled  to  remain  in  the  serViee.  I  faave^ 
therefore,  now  to  request  that  such  of  these  per- 
sons, and  those  who  have  been  discharged  to 
prison,  whose  claims  to  be  American  citizens  ap- 
pear to  be  well  founded,  may  be  immediately 
discharged,  and  allowed  to  return  to  the  United 
States. 

I  transmit  herewith  particolar  statements  and 
evidence  relative  to  nineteen  seamen  who  have 
been  discharged  from  British  ships  of  war,  and 
are  now  confined  on  board  the  prison-ship  Nas- 
sau at  Chatham;  and,  as  the  evidence  of  their 
being  Americans  mnst,  I  conceive,  be  consldf^ed 
quite  satisfactory,  I  trust  there  wiU  he  no  diffi- 
culty in  granting  theif  release  in  conformity  to 
the  assurance  contained  in  yoor  letter  of  the 
26th  of  May  last.    I  am,  sir,  Ac 

EL  G.  BRASLET. 

Alexander  McLeat,  Esq., 

TVoMport  Office, 

Copy  of  the  statement  made  on  behalf  of  Wiffian 
Dews,  one  of  the  nineteen  seamen  beibieaienlioiMd. 

It  appears  from  the  books  of  the  American  con- 
sulate office  at  London,  that,  in  October,  1809. 
this  man  was  ordered  by  the  Lords  Commission- 
ers of  the  Admiralty  to  be  discharged,  as  an 
American,  from  the  Princess  of  Orange ;  the  pro- 
tection herewith  transmitted  is  the  same  whkk 
was  at  that  time  offered  on  his  behalf  by  the 
Consul. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  McLeay  to  Mr.  Beas&ey- 
Tranbport  Opfice,  OcL  90, 1813^ 
Sir  :  I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  transport  service,  fte.,  yonr 
letter  of  the  18th  ultimo,  with  its  enelosmes. 
claiming  the  release  of  nineteen  American  sea- 
men, represented  to  have  been  discharged  from 
British  ships  of  war,  and  to  be  now  confined  ai 
prisoners  of  war  on  board  the  Nassau  prison-ship 
at  Chatham ;  and,  in  reply,  am  commanded  to 
acquaint  you,  that  your  said  application  having 
been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  right 
honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, their  Lordships  have  directed  the  Board 
to  acquaint  yon  that  William  Dews,  one  of  the 
persons  in  question,  was  not  discharged  in  1809, 
as  represented ;  that  he  was  not  again  impressed 
as  represented ;  and  that  his  dociiments.  as  well 
as  all  the  others,  excepting  Brainard's,'  (whoie 
release  was  ordered  on  the  25th  ultimo,)  are  of 
that  description  which  have  been  so  notoriously 
fraudulent,  that  their  Lordships  do  not  feel  satis- 
fied in  paying  any  attention  to  them ;  and  that 
they  therefore  cannot,  without  satisfactory  proof 
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release,  as  Amerieaos,  persdns  who  hare  been 
lately  seryiog  id  His  Majesty's  ships. 

I  have  the  hoaor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant 

ALEX.  McLEAY,  Secretary. 

R.  G.  BfiASLBT,  Esq.,  dbc. 


Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nevy. 

U.  S.  Frigate  President, 
Bo9ton,  Jan.  14/1813. 

Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  two  muster- 
books  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  vessels  Moselle 
and  Sappho,  found  on  board  the  British  packet 
Swallow. 

As  the  British  have  always  denied  that  they 
retained  on  board  their  ships  of  war  American 
citizens,  knowing  them  to  be  such,  1  send  you  the 
enclosed,  as  a  puolic  document  of  their  own,  to 
prove  how  illy  such  an  assertion  accords  with 
their  practice. 

It  will  appear  by  these  two  muster-books  that 
80  late  as  August  last,  about  an  eighth  part  of 
the  Moselle  and  Sappho's  crews  were  Ameri- 
eans;  consequently,  if  there  is  only  a  quarter 
part  of  that  proportion  on  board  their  other  ves- 
sels, that  they  ha?e  an  infinitely  greater  number 
of  Americans  in  their  service  than  any  Ameri- 
can has  yet  had  an  idea  of. 

Any  further  comment  of  mine  on  this  subject 
I  consider  unnecessary,  as  the  enclosed  docu- 
ments speak  but  too  plainly  for  themselves. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect, sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

The  Hon.  Paul  Hamilton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Correspondence  between  General  Taylor  and  Cap- 
tain  Barrie,  eoneeming  Jamee  Balfour,  an  im^ 
preaeed  eeaman  on  board  the  Dragon^ 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Taylor  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

HBADaUARTfiRS,  NoRFOLK, 

November  15, 1813. 

Herewith  I  transmit  copies  of  a  letter  ad- 
dressed by  me  to  the  officer  commanding  the 
enemy's  squadron  in  Lynnhaven,  and  of  Captain 
Barrie's  reply,  on  the  subject  of  an  American  on 
board  the  Dragon,  James  Balfour. 

This  man  has  been  twice  impressed  into  the 
British  service,  and  has  been  the  last  time  de- 
tained some  year's. 
I  have,  dtc. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Taylor  to  Captain 

Barrie. 

HEAOaUARTERS,  NoRFOLK, 

November  15, 1813. 

Sir:  Major  Somerville,  of  Maryland,  trans- 
mitted to  me,  a  few  days  ago,  a  letter  from  James 
Balfour,  now  on  board  your  ship,  to  Robert 


Brough ;  which  letter,  he  stated,  had  been  given 
to  him  by  you,  accompanied  by  your  assurance 
'^  that  the  man  would  be  immediately  released  on 
his  procuring  satisfactory  evidence  of  his  birth- 
place." 

I  now  transmit  to  you  such  affidavits  as  I  pre- 
sume will  be  entirely  satisfactory.  I  will  vouch 
to  you,  sir,  for  the  veracity  and  respectability  of 
the  persons  who  make  them ;  and  you  will  have 
the  best  opportunity  of  testing  them  by  inquiry 
of  the  man  himself,  of  the  facts  stated  in  them, 
which,  if  not  true,  he  cannot  corroborate,  as  there 
has  been  no  means  of  concert  between  him  and 
the  persons  making  them. 

Captain  Myers,  who  will  have  the  honor  to 
deliver  this,  is  accompanied  by  a  person  to  iden- 
tify Balfour. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  express- 
ing my  sense  of  the  candor  and  liberality  with 
which  you  ha?e  acted  in  this  affair,  and  offering 
you  the  assurance  of  my  perfect  consideration. 

I  ha?e  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ROBERT  B.  TAYLOR. 

Brigadier  General. 

The  Sbnior  Officer,  dbc. 

Cooy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Robert  Barrie,  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Dragon,  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Robert  Taylor. 

Ltnnhaven  Bat,  Nov.  20, 1813. 

Sir:  I  ha?e  the  honor  to  acknowlege  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  with  its 
enclosures,  relative  to  the  identity  of  James  Bal- 
four. 

Major  Somerville  must  have  misunderstood 
my  meaning,  when  he  stated  me  to  have  assured 
him,  "  that  the  man  would  be  immediately  re- 
leased, on  his  procuring  satisfactory  evidence  of 
his  birth-place."  What  I  intended  the  Major  to 
understand,  was,  that  on  his  procuring  the  neces- 
sary evidence  I  would  discharge  the  man  from 
the  service,  but  as  to  granting  bis  unconditional 
release,  it  is  beyond  my  power.  If  it  were  not, 
your  testimony  of  the  respectability  of  the  par* 
ties  who  have  made  the  affidavits  of  Balfour's 
citizenship  would  be  sufficient  evidence  with  me 
to  order  his  discharge  immediately. 

I  represented  this  roan's  case  to  my  superior 
officer  in  March  last.  His  reply  I  have  shown 
to  Captain  Myers,  in  which  I  am  directed  to  dis- 
pose of  all  persons  in  Balfour's  situation  as  pris- 
oners of  war.  All  I  can  therefore  do,  is  to  send 
the  man  to  Bermuda  as  a  prisoner.  I  will  also 
forward  the  documents  you  have  handed  me  to 
my  superior  officer  there,  accompanied  by  my 
conviction  that  Balfour  is  an  American,  and  I 
will  write  to  Sir  John  Warren  to  request  that  he 
will  order  Balfour  to  be  released,  or  at  least  ad- 
mitted to  parole,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  will 
comply  with  my  requests 

I  oeg  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  always  feel 
great  satisfaction  in  giving  you  every  proof  of 
my  respectful  consideration. 

ROBERT  BARRIE. 

Brigadier  General  Taylor,  dbc. 
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SraOT  AND  HANNER  IN  WHICH  THE  WAR 
IS  WA6BD  BT  THE  ENEMY. 

[ConuDUiicatod  to  the  Home,  Joly  31,  1818.] 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  committee  to  whom  w» 
refeired  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
"  which  relates  to  the  spirit  and  manner  io  which 
the  war  had  been  waged  by  the  enemy/'  made  the 
following  report.: 

That  they  have  collected  and  arranged  all  the 
testimony  on  this  snbjeet  which  coold,  at  this 
time,  be  procured.  This  testimony  is  snbmitted 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  arranged  under 
the  following  heads : 

First.  Bad  treatment  of  American  prisoners. 

Second.  Detention  of  American  prisoners  as 
British  subjects,  on  the  plea  of  nativity  in  the  do- 
minions of  Britain,  or  of  naturalization. 

Third.  Detention  of  mariners,  as  prisoners  of 
war,  who  were  in  England  when  the  war  was 
declared. 

Fourth.  Compulsory  service  of  impressed  Ame- 
rican seamen. on  board  British  ships-of-war. 

Fifth.  Violation  of  flags  of  truce. 

Sixth.  Ransom  of  American  prisoners  from  In- 
dians in  the  British  service. 

Seventh.  Pillage  and  destruction  of  private 
property  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  m  the 
neighboring  country. 

Eighth.  Massacre  and  burning  of  American  ^ 
prisoners  surrendered  to  offleers  of  Qreat  Britain, 
bv  Indians  in  the  British  service.  Abandonment 
or  the  remains  of  Americans  killed  in  battle,  or 
murdered  after  the  surrender  to  the  British.  The 
pillage  and  shooting  of  American  citizens,  and  the 
burning  of  their  houses,  after  surrender  to  the 
British  under  the  guarantee  of  protection.. 

Ninth,  Outrages  at  Hanipton,  in  Virginia. 

The  evidence  under  the  first  head  demonstrates 
that  the  British  Qovernment  has  adopted  a  rigor 
of  regulation  unfriendly  to  the  comfort,  and  ap- 
P|arenti)r  unnecessary  to  the  saf^  keeping,  of  Ame- 
rican prisoners,  generally.  It  shows,  also,  instances 
of  a  departttre  from  the  customary  rules  of  war,  by 
the  selection  and  confinement  in  close  prisons  of 
particular  persons,  and  the  transporution  of  them, 
for  andefined  causes,  from  the  ports  of  the  British 
colonies  to  the  island  of  Great  Britain. 

The  evidence  under  the  second  head  establishes 
the  fact,  that,  however  the  practice  of  detaining 
Am^ieaa  citizens  as  British  subjects  may  be  re* 

Sarded  as  to  the  principle  it  involves,  that  soeh 
etentions  continue  to  occur,  through  the  agency 
of  tha  naval  and  other  commanders  of  that  (>ov- 
erBBMiit.  It  proves,  too,  that,  however  unwilling 
to  allow  other  nations  to  naturalize  her  subjects, 
Great  Britain  is  disposed  to  enforce  the  obligation 
eniered  into  by  their  citizens,  when  naturalized 
under  her  own  laws.  This  practice,  even  sup- 
posing the  release  of  every  person  thus  detained, 
obviously  subjects  our  captured  citizens,  upon 
mere  suspicion,  to  hardships  and  perils  from  which 
they  ought  to  be  exempt,  according  to  the  estab- 
lished rules  in  relation  to  prisoners  of  war. 

The  evidence  under  the  third  head  shows  that, 
while  all  other  American- citizens  were  permittee 


to  depart  within  a  reasonable  tinne  after  the  dec- 
laration of  war,  all  mariners  who  were  in  tbe 
dominions  of  Qreat  Britain,  whether  they  resort- 
ed  to  her  ports,  in  time  of  peace,  for  lawful  por- 
poses,  or  were  forced  into  them  under  the  pretence 
of  illegal  commerce,  are  eomdered  prisoncts  of 
war.  Tbe  injustice  of  this  ezceptioa  is  not  more 
apparent  than  the  jealousy  it  dlacloses  towards 
that  tiseful  class  of  our  fetlow-citizens.  Bot  the 
committee  can  bat  remark,  that,  if  the  practice 
of  hiring  American  seamen  to  navigate  British 
vessels  is  generally  adopted  and  authorized,  and 
that  it  is  suflfered  appears  from  the  advertisement 
of  George  Maude,  the  British  agent  at  Port  RoyaL 
which  is  to  be  found  with  the  testimony  collected 
under  the  first  head,  that  the  naval  strength  of 
that  empire  will  be  increased  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  our  seamen  in  bondage.  The  present 
war  having  changed  the  relation  of  the  two  coon* 
tries,  the  pretended  right  of  impressment  can  no 
longer  be  exercised,  but  the  same  end  may  be  ac- 
complished by  the  substitution  of  this  moide.  Rv- 
ery  seaman  thus  employed  (the  terms  of  whose 
engagement  have  not  been  ascertained)  increases 
the  naval  strength  of  tbe  enemjr,  not  only  by  de- 
priving the  United  States  of  hu  active  services, 
bat  by  enabling  Great  Britain  to  carry  on,  and 
even  extend,  her  commerce,  without  diminishing 
the  number  of  sailors  employed  in  her  vessels  of 
war. 

The  testimony  collected  under  the  fourth  head 
proves,  that  it  is  the  ordinary  practice  of  the  offi- 
cers of  British  armed  vessels  to  force  impressed 
Americans  to  serve  against  their  country  by 
threats,  by  corporal  punishment,  and  evea  by  the 
fear  of  immediate  execution — an  instraeting  com- 
mentary upon  the  professions  of  the  Government 
of  its  readiness  to  release  impressed  Americaa 
seamen,  found  on  board  ships  c^  war. 

On  the  evidence  collected  under  the  fifth  head 
it  is  only  necessary  to  observe,  that,  in  one  case, 
(the  case  of  Dr.  McK^ehan,)  the  enormity  is  in- 
creased by  the  circumstance  of  the  flag  being  di- 
vested of  every  thing  of  a  hostile  character,  haviar 
solely  for  its  object  the  relief  of  the  woanded  and 
suffering  prisoners  who  were  taken  at  the  river 
Raisin  on  the  8Sd  January,  1813.  The  treatment 
of  Dr.  McKeehan,  not  by  the  allies  of  Britain,  bat 
by  the  officers  of  her  army,  can  only  be  rationally 
accounted  for  by  the  supposition,  that  it  was  con- 
sidered j^od  policy  to  deter  American  sorgaoas 
from  going  to  tbe  relief  of  their  countrymen,  as 
the  Indian  surgeons  had  a  more  speedy  and  efle^ 
tual  mode  of  relieving  their  sufferings. 

The  evidence  respecting  the  ransom  of  Ameri- 
can prisoners  from  Indians,  collected  under  the 
sixth  head,  deserves  attention,  principally  from 
the  policy  it  indicates,  and  as  it  is  connected  with 
Indian  cruelties.  Considering  the  cavages  as  an 
auxiliary  military  force  in  the  pay  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, the  amount  of  ransom  may  be  regarded  as 
part  of  their  stipulated  compensation  for  military 
service ;  and.  as  ransoms  would  be  increased,  and 
their  value  enhanced,  hj  the  terror  inspired  by  tbe 
most  shocking  barbarities,  it  may  be  fairly  eoa* 
eluded,  whatever  may  be  tha  intention  of  the 
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Brilish  Qorernment,  that  the  practice  of  red eem- 
log  captives  by  peeaniary  means  will  he  occa- 
sionally qoickened,  by  the  hatchery  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  and  by  indignities  offered  to  their  remains, 
as  long  as  the  Indians  are  employed  by  the  enemy. 
The  justice  of  this  conclusion  is  confirmed  by  the 
testimony  of  those  witnesses  who  were  retained 
aAer  ransom  as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  testimony  collected  under  the  seventh  head 
shows,  that  the  private  property  of  unarmed  citi- 
zens has  been  pillaged  oy  the  officers  and  crews 
of  the  British  vessels  of  war  on  our  coast,  their 
houses  burnt,  and  places  of  public  worship  muti- 
lated and  defiled.  It  appears  that  the  officers, 
animated  by  the  presence  of  Admiral  Cockburn, 
particularly  distinguished  themselves  in  these  ex- 
ploits. To  is  evidence  proves^  that  they  were  gov- 
erned by  the  combined  motiFes  of  avarice  and 
revenge;  not  satisfied  with  bearing  ofll^  for  their 
own  convenience,  the  valuable  articles  found,  the 
others,  which  furnished  no  allurements  to  their 
cupidity,  were  wantonly  defaced  and  destroyed. 
It  has  been  alleged,  in  palliation  of  these  acts  of 
wanton  crueltv,  that  a  flag  sent  on  shore  by  the 
Admiral  was  nred  upon  by  the  American  mtiitia. 
The  evidence  proves  this  not  to  have  been  the 
fact.  This  pretence  has  been  resorted  to  only 
to  excuse  conduct  which  no  circumstances  can 
justify. 

The  committee  forbear  to  make  any  observa- 
tions upon  the  testimony  collected  under  the  eighth 
head,  from  a  perfect  conviction  that  no  person  of 
this  or  any  other  nation  can  read  the  simple  nar- 
rative of  the  different  witnesses  of  the  grossest 
violations  of  honor,  justice,  and  humanity,  with- 
out the  strongest  emotions  of  indignation  and  hor- 
ror.   That  these  outrages  were  perpetrated  by 
Indians  is  neither  palliation  nor  excuse.    Erery 
civilized  nation  is  answerable  for  the  conduct  of 
the  allies  under  their  command,  and,  while  they 
partake  of  the  advantajfes  of  their  successes,  they 
are  equally  partakers  of  the  odium  of  their  crimes. 
The  British  forces  concerned  in  the  affiiir  of  the 
22d,  at  the  river  Raisin,  are  more  deeply  impli- 
eated  in  the  infamy  of  these  transactions  than  by 
this  mode  of  reasoning,  however  correct.    The 
massacre  of  the  23d  ^nuary,  after  the  capitula- 
.  tion,  was  perpetrated  without  any  exertion  on 
their  part  to  prevent  it ;  indeed,  it  is  apparent, 
from  all  the  circumstances,  that,  if  the  British 
officers  did  not  connive  at  their  destruction,  they 
were  criminally  indifferent  about  the  fate  of  the 
wounded  prisoners.  But  what  marks  more  stronglv 
the  degradation  of  the  character  of  the  British  sol- 
diers is,  the  refusal  of  the  last  offices  of  humanity 
to  the  bodies  of  the  dead.  The  bodies  of  our  coun- 
trymen were  exposed  to  every  indignity,  and  be- 
came food  for  brutes,  in'  the  sight  of  men  who 
tffect  a  sacred  re^rd  to  the  dictates  of  honor  and 
I     religion.    Low,  •  mdeed,  is  the  character  of  that 
army  which  is  reduced  to  the  confession  that  their 
t     sa?affe  auxiliaries  will  not  permit  them  to  perform 
i     the  ntes  of  sepulture  to  the  slain.    The  committee 
I     bave  not  been  able  to  discover  even  the  expression 
I     of  that  detestation  which  such  conduct  must  in- 
I     vpire  from  the  military  or  civil  authority  on  the 
I  1 3th  Cost.  2d  Ssss.— 7 1 


Canadian  frontier,  unless  such  detestation  is  to  be 
presumed  from  the  choice  of  an  Indian  trophy  at 
an  ornament  for  the  legislative  hall  of  Upper 
Canada. 

The  committee  have  considered  it  their  dutv 
to  submit  the  evidence  collected  under  the  ninin 
head  of  the  atrocities  committed  at  Hampton,  al- 
though these  enormities  have  been  committed 
since  their  appointment.  These  barbarities  may 
be  rationally  considered  as  the  consequence  of  the 
example  set  by  the  officers  of  the  naval  force  on 
our  coast.  Human  turpitude  is  always  progress- 
ive, and  soldiers  are  prepared  for  the  perpetration 
of  the  most  dreadful  crimes  by  the  commission 
of  minor  offences  with  impunity.  That  troops 
who  had  been  instigated  by  the  example  of  their 
officers  to  plunder  the  property  and  burn  the 
houses  of  unarmed  citizens,  should  proceed  to 
rape  and  murder^  need  not  excite  surprise,  how- 
ever it  may  inspire  horror.  For  every  detestable 
violation  of  humanity  an  excuse  is  fabricated  or 
found.  The  wounded  prisoners  on  the  Northern 
frontier  were  massacred  by  Indians ;  the  sick  mur- 
dered ;  and  the  women  violated  at  Hampton,  by 
the  foreign  troops  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain. 
These  pretexts,  admitting  them  to  be  true,  are  a^ 
disffraceful  as  the  conduct  which  made  a  resort 
to  tnem  necessary.  Honor  and  magnanimity  not 
only  forbid  the  soldier  to  perpetrate  crimes,  but 
require  every  exertion  on  his  part  to  prevent  tnem. 
If,  in  defiance  of  discipline,  acts  of  violence  are 
committed  upon  any  individual  entitled  to  pro- 
tection, the  exemplary  punishment  of  the  offend- 
er can  alone  vindicate  the  reputation  of  the  nation 
by  whom  be  is  employed.  Whether  such  exertions 
were  made  by  the  British  soldiers,  or  the  charac- 
ter of  the  British  nation  thus  vindicated,  the  evi- 
dence will  show. 

The  shrieks  of  the  innocent  victims  of  infernal 
lust,  at  Hampton,  were  heard  by  the  American' 
prisoners,  but  were  too  weak  to  reach  the  ears  or 
disturb  the  repose  of  the  British  officers,  whose 
duty,  as  men,  required  them  to  protect  every  fe- 
male whom  the  fortune  of  war  had  thrown  into 
their  power.  The  committee  will  not  dwell  on 
this  hateful  subject.  Human  language  affords  no 
terms  strong  enough  to  express  the  emotions  which 
the  examination  of  this  evidence  has  awakened  ; 
they  rejoice  that  these  aces  have  appeared  so  in- 
credible to  the  American  people,  and,  for  the  honor* 
of  human  nature,  thev  deeply  rej^ret  that  the  evi- 
dence so  clearly  estaolishes  their  truth.  In  the 
correspondence  between  the  commander  of  the 
American  and  British  forces  will  be  found  what 
is  equivalent  to  an  admission  of  the  facts  by  the 
British  commander.  The  committee  have  yet  to 
learn  that  the  punishment  of  the  offenders  has  fol- 
lowed the  conviction  of  their  ffuilt.  The  power 
of  retaliation  being  vested  by  Taw  in  the  Bxecn- 
tive  Magistrate,  no  measure  is  considered  neces- 
sary to  be  proposed  but  the  resolution  annexed  to 
this  report.  As  such  enormities,  instead  of  in- 
spiring terror,  as  was  probably  intended,  are,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  calculated  to  pro- 
duce a  contrary  effect,  they  submit,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  the  foUowing  resolution: 
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lious  consideration;  it  is  a  case  which  we  think 
demands  it ;  and  the  only  way  to  prevent  that 
nation  from  committing  farther  outrages  so  de- 
grading to  human  nature.  We  find  in  Roman 
Eistorjr,  that  an  injury  or  insult  offered  to  a  Ro- 
man citizen  by  a  foreign  Power,  was  considered 
as  an  insult  offered  to  the  whole  Roman  nation, 
and  hope  this  will  also  be  the  American  creed, 
because  we  beliere  it  will  be  the  sorest  way  of 
putting  a  stop  to  those  indignities  which  Ameri- 
cans have  so  often  been  obliffed  to  suffer.  We 
are,  however,  no  advocates  for  crueltv.  but.  on 
the  contrary,  for  lenity ;  yet  we  still  believe  tnat, 
in  certain  cases,  retaliation  is  not  only  necessary, 
but  becomes  a  duty  to  prevent  farther  cruelties 
on  the  part  of  an  enemy." 


Nassac,  November  27, 1812. 

DbabBbotber:  I  embrace  this,  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  communicating  to  you,  that,  on 
the  9th  instant,  fifteen  days  out,  we  fell  in  with 
and  captured  the  fine  copper-bottomed  ship  Ve- 
nus, vessel  and  cargo  worth  at  least  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars.  On  the  twelfth,  pursoing  oar 
course,  and  within  five  day's  run  or  your  place, 
we  were  captured  by  His  Majesty's  sloop  Mo- 
selle, George  Moubray,  commander,  and  brought 
into  this  place.  We  remained  on  board  the  sloop 
two  or  three  days,  and  on  the  19th  were  trans- 
ferred from  thence  to  the  prison-ship,  where  we 
are  now  imprisoned,  with  an  allowance  of  six 
ounces  of  bread,  three  gills  of  rice,  eight  ounces 
of  the  worst  of  beef.  Including  bone,  which  is  as 
much  as  meat,  witb  as  much  brackish  water  as 
we  can  use;  guarded  day  and  night  by  ten  or  fif- 
teen savage  Africans,  who  are  total  strangers  to 
hamanity,  and  confined  every  evening  at  sun- 
down, not  to  be  released  until  sun-rise,  abused  to 
the  lowest  degree  by  the  guard,  and  compelled  to 
find  salt  for,  and  cook,  our  own  victaals  with 
green  mangoes.  None  of  us  are  ever  permitted, 
under  any  conditions  whatever,  to  visit  the  shores, 
with  many  other  barbarous  acu.  which  are  too 
numerous  to  describe.  This  will  be  conveyed 
by  the  cartel  sloop.  Captain  Cooper,  being  the 
second  cartel  whien  has  sailed  since  our  arrival 
here. 

A  Khooner  from  Baltimore  was  only  allowed 
ei^ht  men,  and  Cooper,  who  brought  sixty-four 
prisoners,  is  only  allowed  eighteen  in  return, 
while  we,  eighteen  in  number,  are  detained  in 
this  miserable  place;  for  which  we  cannot  assign 
any  reason,  except  to  punish  us  as  privateersmcn, 
or  as  hostages  for  those  twelve  lately  detained  in 
Charleston;  this  last  is  the  general  belief,  and  as 
such,  I  deem  a  communication  of  the  circum- 
stance essential  to  Commodore  Dent,  commander 
of  the  Southern  sutioo.  that  he  may  look  to  it 
and  inquire  the  cause  why  Americans  are  to  be 
detained  here  two  or  three  months,  while  more 
prisoners  have  been  received  here,  by  a  great 
many,  than  what  have  been  sent  to  the  United 
States.  Men  who  have  arrived  here  since  we, 
have  been  sent  off;  they  proceed  with  no  degree 
of  regularity  in  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and 


act  In  open  contradiction  to  everything  right, 
and  I  really  believe  that,  except  you  niake  kaown 
the  circumstances,  and  use  some  faYomble  exer- 
tions, that  some  of  us  will  be  intentionally  de- 
tained until  the  end  of  our  present  contest  with 
Great  Britain. 

As  I  wish  your  exertions  for  oar  exchange,  I 
have  subjoined  a  list  of  those  who  are  thus  mis- 
erably treated,  that  we  may  be  demanded  in  a 
proper  way.  The  Rapid's  crew  have  been  im- 
prisoned here  nearljr  three  months,  and  have  now 
no  prospect  of  gettmg  away,  while  the  crews  of 
two  other  privateers  have  been  released. 

Crew  of  the  Lovebf  Last, — Lieotenant  Autine 
Lambert,  William  L.  Robeson,  William  Thom- 
as, John  Crandei,  David  Ashton,  John  Gnma- 
che,  John  Hynet,  Darius  Swain,  and  John  Me- 
Kenzie. 

RapiePe  Crew. — Captain  Lameson,  Pecer  La 
Vella,  Gkorge  Alexander,  James  T.  fifilier,  Fran- 
cis Martin,  and  Gaugion  Bigulows. 

Other  Prieonere. — ^Simon  West  and  Mnttkew 
Bridge. 

I  wrote  Mr.  Peck,  and  requested  him  to  forward 
me  a  letter  of  introduction  to  some  one  here,  and 
also  a  potection  showing  that  I  am  an  American. 
As  it  IS  possible  that  he  may  not  get  my  letter, 
you  will  notice  my  request,  and  pav  that  atten- 
tion which  it  deserves.  I  mentionecL  in  my  let* 
ter  to  Mr.  Peck,  that  any  funds  which  I  received 
here  would  be  returned  on  application,  as  mjr  ex* 
penditores  will,  through  an  eaonomieu  priaeinle, 
be  as  small  as  possible.  I  indulj^  the  hope  that 
you  will  conform  to  my  wishes  in  this  partieuiar, 
and  also  inform  Mr.  £elly  of  our  imprisonment 
here,  and  request  his  influence  in  facilitating  our 
exchange,  with  any  other  service. 

We  have  no  chance  of  gaining  infonoatioB 
here.  Every  person  uses  every  exertion  te  keep 
us  in  ignorance ;  however,  we  are  enabled  to  say, 
that  the  English  prisoners  hare  generallv  com- 
bined in  speaking  well  of  the  treatment  they  re- 
ceived in  the  United  States. 

I  am,  your  affectionate  brother, 

WM.  L.  ROBESON. 

Capt.  TaoMAa  J.  RoBBaoN. 

N.  B.  The  Moselle,  Rhodian,  and  Variable, 
three  men  of  war,  have  just  ctnvoyed  five  or  six 
vessels  over  the  bar,  bound  to  some  part  of  Bag- 
land  ;  it  is  supposed  that  they  will  retam  to  craiae 
off  Charleston.  In  case  you  address  or  send  any* 
thing  for  me  to  this  place,  you  will  direct  to  the 
care  of  Messrs.  Bain,  Donshe,  6t  Co.,  merchants 
here.    I  am,  yours,  &c.  W.  L.  R. 


Hartfobd,  Ma^  9, 1813. 

Sin :  Annexed  is  Captain  Samuel  Chew's  dep- 
osition, taken  before  Judye  Edwards^  at  New 
Haven.  We  expected  it  m  season  to  have  for> 
warded  it  by  Mr.  Dodd,  but  received  it  last  even- 
ing by  Mr.  Huntington,  the  United  Sutes' Attar 
ney  for  Connecticut  district,  and  now  forward  it 
to  you  per  mail    Yours,  respectfully. 

LUTHER  SAVAOa,  dt  Col 

Hob*Jajibb" 
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COHNBOTICUT  DISTRICT,  M. 

On  this  day,  the  7th  of  May,  in  the  year  of  oar 
Lord,  eiffhteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  personally 
came  before  me,  Pierpont  Edwards.  Judge  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States,  tor  the  district 
aforesaid,  Samuel  Chew,  of  the  city  of  New  Ha- 
ven, in  the  said  district,  and  being  duly  sworn, 
deposeth.  That  he  was  at  Bridgetown,  in  the 
Island  or  Barbadoes.  in  the  West  Indies,  in  the 
month  of  February  now  last  past ;  that,  on  board 
the  prison-ship  at  Barbadoes,  there  were  confined 
aboot  fire  hundred  and  twenty-three  American 
prisoners,  of  the  crews  of  private  armed  vessels 
of  the  United  States  and  merchantmen,  captured 
since  the  war.  At  the  time  the  deponent  was 
at  Barbadoes  the  American  prisoners  were  sup- 
plied with  bread  and  aome  meat  $  as  to  vegetables, 
the  deponent  was  not  informed.  The  regula- 
lions  on  board  the  said  prison-ship  compelled  the 
prisoners  to  go  below  decks,  where  they  were 
confined  at  evening  and  until  merniinff ;  as  many 
as  could  were  suspended  in  hamnfocas,  and  still 
there  was  not  sufficient  room  below  them  for  all 
to  lie  down.    In  this  respect  the  situation  of  the 

Erisoners  was  not  only  extremely  uncomfortable, 
at  hazardous,  and  more  especially,  should  there 
be,  as  was  apprehended,  a  scarcity  of  provisions 
iluring  the  approaching  hot  montns.  The  depo- 
nent was  not  permitted  to  go  on  board  said  prison- 
ship,  but  derived  his  information  from  masters  of 
vessels,  prisoners  at  said  island^  who  were  allowed 
occasionally  to  go  on  board  said  prison-ship,  with 
whom  the  deponent  is  personally  acquainted,  and 
in  whose  representations  he  has  the  most  perfect 
confidence,  and  entertains  no  doubt  of  the  facts 
by  them  stated ;  and  this  statement  is  given  at 
the  request  of  the  friends  of  some  of  the  prison- 
ers at  Barbadoes,  particularly  of  the  crew  of  the 
privateer  Blockade,  at  Hartford. 

PIERPONT  EDWARDS, 
DiMtict  Jvdge  of  Omn/ecticiU  Diet. 

I,  Pierpont  Edwards,  Judge  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Connecticut 
district,  do  hereby  certify  and  make  known  to  all 
whom  it  may  concern,  that  Captain  Samuel 
Chew,  the  within  named  deponent,  is  a  gentle- 
man to  me  well  known,  having  known  him  for 
many  years;  he  is  the  son  of  Captain  Samuel 
Chew,  late  of  the  city  of  New  Haven,  deceased, 
and  who  fell  by  a  cannon  ball  on  board  an  Ame- 
rican vessel  during  the  Revolutionary  war ;  that 
the  said  deponent  is  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  and 
attached  to  the  Constitution  and  Qovernment  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  most  perfect  confi- 
dence is  due  to  his  said  representations  so  as 
aforesaid  sworn  to. 

PIERPONT  EDWARDS, 
Dieirict  Judge  of  Connecticut  Diet, 


MiLviLLfi  Pbison,  Auguet  30, 1812. 

Sis:  We  the  subscribers,  for  ourselves  and  our 
countrymen,  now  confined  as  prisoners  of  war  in 
Milville  prison,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  beg  leave 
to  represent  to  the  American  Qovernment,  that 


most  of  us  have,  for  years  past,  made  commerce 
our  sole  employment  and  hope,  in  which,  for 
seven  years  or  more,  we  have  often  been  wan- 
tonly robbed  by  the  English  of  what  we  had  ac- 
quired by  industry  and  danger,  and  while  .they 
stripped  us  of  our  property,  they  often  treated  us 
witn  the  greatest  indignity,  and  even  barbarity. 

We  have  seen  and  Inown  that  they  have  vio- 
lated the  sacred  privilege  of  individual  liberty 
and  the  law  of  nations ;  we  are  conscious  of  the 
long  forbearance  of  our  Government,  and  their 
repeated  calls  upon  the  honor  and  justice  of  the 
British  nation,  which,  instead  of  redress,  added 
other  injuries ;  and  when  the  hope  of  amicable 
remuneration  had  failed,  and  for  retaliation  our 
Qovernment  was  forced  to  the  last  resort,  an  ap- 
peal  to  arms,  we  felt  the  justness  of  our  cause, 
and  hoped  for  the.  blessing  of  Heaven  for  success. 
To  serve  our  countr^r  and  to  make  up  the  losses 
which  we  had  sustained,  we,  under  commissions 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  entered 
on  board  of  privateers,  and  have  unfortunately  been 
captured  by  the  British.  We  would  state,  that, 
in  many  instances  after  we  had  struck  our  colon, 
we  were  fired  upon  by  cannon  and  muskets,  by 
broadsides  and  volleys,  and  some  of  our  men 
killed,  and,  after  our  captors  had  come  on  boardt 
some  of  us  have  been  struck  and  severely  wounded 
with  cutlasses,  without  the  least  provocation  for 
such  inhumanity.  Our  American  protections 
have  been  forced  from'  us  and  destroyed,  and 
some  native  American  citizens  have  been  taken 
out  of  our  privateers  and  put  on  board  British 
ships,  and  there  obliged  to  serve.  Most  of  us 
have  been  robbed  of  everything,  even  of  the  ne» 
cessary  clothing.  When  we  were  going  from  the 
ships  to  prison,  the  officers  would  not  permit  us 
to  take  our  clothing  and  baggage  with  us,  bat 
pledged  themselves  that  they  should  be  sent  to 

Iirison;  but,  disregarding  their  honor,  we  have 
ost  all.  Some  of  us  have  been  marched  thirty, 
and  some  sixty,  and  some  one  hundred  and  sixty 
miles  over  a  miserable  country,  forced  along  b&» 
yond  our  strength,  half  starved,  and  some  in 
irons.  Our  allowance,  each  man  per  day,  one 
pound  and  a  half  of  bread,  a  half  pound  or  poor 
beef,  well  proportioned  with  bone^e  gill  of  peas, 
one-third  of  an  ounce  of  salt.  We  are  witnooi 
wearing  apparel  and  without  money,  or  any  means 
of  procuring  them.  A  cold  Winter  in  this  wretch* 
ed  country  fast  approaches,  and  in  our  destitute 
situation  we  must  endure  everything,  and  many 
of  us  must  perish.  There  are  now  of  us  in  prison 
upwards  of  twelve  hundred.  Every  art  has  been 
practised  by  the  English  officers  to  excite  disaf- 
iection  in  our  men  to  the  American  Qovernment, 
and  to  induce  them  to  enter  into  the  English  ser- 
vice. Necessity  may  oblige  some  to  desert  us 
and  enter  into  British  servitude,  but  we  trust  that 
speedy  relief  from  our  Government  will  save 
them  from  that  wretched  alternative  of  perishing 
with  want  or  joining  our  enemies.  For  ourselves 
and  the  rest  of  the  prisoners,  we  must  say,  we 
have  now  no  fortunes  to  devote  to  the  service  of 
our  country,  but  we  have  hearts  which  yet  feel 
warmly  the  general  impulse,  and  which  we  pledge^ 
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if  opportoaicy  ever  again  presenu,  to  devote  in 
the  interest  and  eervice  of  ear  country. 

We  now  are  sufferers,  but  we  will  cheerfully 
suffer  every  hardship  of  war  rather  than  sue  for 
dishonorable  peace.  We  respectfully  request  an 
exchange  or  some  provision  for  relief.  We  feel 
the  fullest  confidence  in  our  Government,  and 
that  we  need  only  to  apprize  them  of  our  situa- 
tion to  insure  their  assistance  and  protection. 
Yours,  dbc. 

JOSEt^H  STARR,  BobIoil 
FRED.  JOHNSON,  Neu>  York, 
ROBERT  McKEARNY,  New  Yoi% 
RICHARD  RHEA,  New  Jmm/, 
GEORGE  BATTERMAN,  Bo9Um, 
JOHN  HAZELTON,  BoHotL 
WILLIAM  DYER,  J?o»to», 
JAMES  TRASK,  BoMUm, 
SOLOMON  NORTON,  BogUm, 
ALEX.  B.  LATHAM,  iNTevXcfuiofi, 
DARIUS  DENNtSON,  New  York, 
ESTWICK  PRAY.  PorUnumth, 
WILLIAM  TEMOLD,  PortmmOh, 
FORBES  DALA,  Portland, 
CHAS.  THOMPSON,  Jr.  New  York. 
Hon.  James  MoMaon,  iSEec'ry  qf  State  fc. 

No.  2. 

Petention  of  American  PrxBonere  as  Briiith 

tubfecte. 

Office  Comm'bt  Gen'l  of  Prisonbbs, 
WABBUfOTON,  June  10, 1613. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Captain  Stewart,  commanding  the 
United  States'  naval  forces  at  Norfolk,  dated  the 
20th  of  May,  to  Admiral  Warren,  and  that  of  a 
letter  from  itear  Admiral  Cockburn,  dated  the 
21st  of  May^  in  reply,  relative  to  a  most  unjusti- 
fiable act  of  Commodore  Beresford,  as  to  part  of 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  United  States' 
brig  Vizon,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware.  Leav- 
ing the  general  question  of  the  interference  of 
Commodore  Beresford  with  the  prisoners  of  war 
jeturaing  on  parole,  and  the  exaction  made  by 
bim  in  consequence  of  the  irregular  power  thus 
assumed,  on  the  ground  on  which  Captain  Stewart 
has  very  properly  placed  it,  I  will  remark,  that 
Captain  Stewart  was  certamiv  misapprehended 
by  Admiral  Cockburn,  in  attributing  to  him  the 
intention  4>f  conveying  a  threat,  as  to  the  final 
detention  of  two  of  the  American  prisoners.  On 
Ihe  contrary,  the  expression  used  by  Captain 
Stewart  communicates,  in  very  plain  terms,  the 
decision  of  this  Government,  then  already  made, 
that  four  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects 
ahould  be  immediately  selected  and  held  io  dur- 
ance, subject  to  the  same  treatment  in  all  re- 
apects.dbc. 

Ana  I  have  now  to  inform  ypu,  air,  that,  in 
virtue  of  this  decision,  and  by  an  order  irom  this 
office,  the*  Marshal  of  Massachusetts  has  designa- 
ted, and  placed  in  close  confinement,  William 
Kitto,  carpenter,  and  Thomas  Deddingfield,  boats- 
wain of  tne  late  British  packet  Swallow,  and 
John  Squirrel  and  James  llussel,  seamen  of  the 


Drajgon  seventy-four,  subjects  of  Hia  Britaaaie 
Majesty,  to  be.  neld  responsible  for  the  saf(Hf  of 
John  Stephens,  carpenter,  and  Thomas  King 
seaman,  part  of  the  crew  of  the  late  United  Stalei? 
brie  Vixen. 

I  flatter  myself,  sir,  that  this  subject  will  com- 
mand your  early  attention,  and  that  you  will 
cause  the  officer  and  seamen  of  the  Vixen  to  be 
immediately  released  and  returned  to  this  conn- 
try,  according  to  their  destination  when  taken 
from  the  cartel. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir^ 
your  most  obedient  servant.  J.  MASON. 

To  Colonel  Tbomas  Barclay,  dbc. 


H.  M.  S.  PoicTiSRB,  May  8^  1813. 
SiB :  I  am  sorry  I  am  vnder  the  neeeasity  uf 
detaining  John  Stevens  and  Thomas  King,  late  of 
the  Vixen,  in  consequence  of  their  being  Britiah 
subjeets. 
I  am,  sir,  yoar  obedient  servent, 

J.  P.  BERSSFORD. 
To  Lieutenant  Draytqh. 


U.  8.  Frioatb  Constbllatigh, 
OfNorfoik,  Mif  20, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  to  your  Er- 
celleney,  that  a  part  of  the  cnficers  and  "crew  of 
the  late  IJnited  States'  brig  Vixen,  retoming  fnnn 
Jamaica  on  rarole  as  prisoners  of  war,  were^  on 
entering  the  Udaware,  taken  ont  of  the  flag  of 
truce  by  Commodore  Beresford,  commanding  on 
that  station,  and  detained  until  a  part  of  the  crew 
of  the  Poictiers,  then  prisoners  at  Philadelphia, 
were  demanded  by  him  and  sent  down  In  ex- 
change; that  nltimately  he  detained  on  board  the 
Poictiers  John  Stevens,  carpenter,  and  Thomas 
King,  seaman,  late  of  the  IJnited  States'  M{ 
Vixen,  on  the  plea  of  their  being  subjects  of  HS 
Britannic  Majesty. 

This  violation  of  the  rights  of  prisoners  on  par- 
ole is  so  contrary  to  the  nsaffe  oi^all  civilised  na- 
tions, that  I  trust  your  Excellencv  will  give  sach 
instructions  upon  that  head  as  will  prevent  a  simi- 
lar violation  in  future. 

I  have  it  in  command,  from  my  Government, 
to  state  to  your  Excellency  that,  in  retaliation  for 
so  violent  and  unjust  a  procedure,  on  the  part  i^ 
Commodore  Beresford,  in  detaining  the  above 
Mr.  John  Stevens  and  Thomas  King,  that  fonr 
subjects  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  will  be  imme- 
diately selected  and  held  in  durance,  smbject  to 
the  same  treatment,  in  all  respects,  which  may 
be  shown  towards  the  aforesaid  two  persons  du- 
rine  their  detention.  I  hope  your  KxeeUencr 
will  give  this  subject  vour  earliest  attenuon,  ana 
direct  the  release  of  Air.  Stevens  and  Thomas 
Kiiig,  who  have  been  so  improperly  detained  on 
board  the  Poictiers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yoor 
Exo^lency's  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  STEWART, 

Com.  at  Norfolk. 

Right  Hon.  Sib  Jobn  B.  Warbbn. 

Adfoiral  qfthe  BluCf  fc 
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Marmer  in  which  the  War  if  vaged  by  the  Enemy* 


Ship  MARLBoaouan, 
Ai  Lyp^avm  Bay,  May  21, 1813. 

Sir  :  la  the  absence  of  Sir  John  Warren,  I  have 
the  honor  to  acknowledee  the  receipt  of  jrour  let- 
ter under  date  of  the  2Dth  carrent,  coraplainiog 
'  of  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Beresford  towards 
some  American  prisoners  of  war  retornin^  to 
Philadelphia  on  parole,  and  of  his  haring  detaued 
on  board  the  Poietiers  Mr.  John  Stevens  and 
Thomas  King. 

No  report  of  these  eireanstances  have  yet 
Teached  »ir  John  Warren  or  myself  from  Com- 
modore Beresford ;  but  I  have  do  hesitation  in 
assuring  you,  sir,  that  every  inquir)[  would  have 
been  made  iato  them,  and  every  satisfaction  and 
explaoation  thereon,  which  the  case  might  have 
required,  would  have  been  offered  to  your  Qov- 
emment  and  yourself,  with  the  least  possible  de- 
lay, had  it  not  been  for  the  threat  with  which  your 
representation  on  this  snbiect  is  accompanied,  the 
tenor  of  which  being  likely  to  produce  an  entire 
change  in  the  aspect  of  our  communications,  and 
partjcalarlv  in  what  relates  to  the  individuals 
which  the  rate  of  war  has  placed  within  the  power 
of  oar  respective  nations,  it  totally  precludes  the 
possibility  of  my  entering  further  into  the  subject 
than  to  assure  you  your  letter  shall  be  transmit* 
ted  to  the  right  honorable  the  Commander- in- 
Ohiof  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  aad  wheaever 
his  answer  arrives  it  snail  be  forwarded  to  you 
witboat  delay. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  eoasider- 
ati<m,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

O.  COCKBURN,  Rear  Admiral. 

Captain  Stswart,  dec. 

Shark,  Port  Royal,  (Jamaicay) 

March  20, 1813. 

Sir:  Captain  Monbray,  of  His  Biajesty's  sloop 
Moselle,  has  just  sent  to  me  the  oopy  of  a  letter 
from  yoQ  to  him,  and  another  to  Mr.  Cook,  of 
His  Majesty's  late  sloop  Rhodian,  dated  the  26th 
oh.,  respeeung  six  meft*  mentioned  in  the  margin, 
who  were  sent  here  from  the  Bahamas  as  having 
been  taken  in  the  American  privateer  Sarah  Ann, 
and  supposed  to  be  subjects  of  His  Majesty  $  but, 
as  no  proof  to  what  country  they  belong  has  been 
adduced,  it  has  never  been  my  intention  to  bring 
them  to  trial,  and  they  are  at  present  on  board  the 
prison  ships,  waiting  an  exchange  of  pisoners. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

CHARLES  STIRLING, 

Vice  AdmiraL 

Cbarlm  R.  SiMPaoif,  Esq. 


Hari^m,  June  1, 1813. 
But :  I  beg  leave  to  refor  yon  to  a  commanica-' 
tion  which  took  place  some  time  in  the  Autumn 
or  Winter  preceding,  between  Mr.  Baker,  His 
Majesty's  late  agent  for  prisoners  of  war,  and 
Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State,  respecting  six  of 

•  Bdwsid  Biok,  Thomas  Rodnn,  Adam  Tay  Wr, 
Mia  CM.  Mike  Flnek,  George  6.  Sobexts. 


the  crew  of  the  late  American  privateer  Sarah 
Ann,  Richard  Moon,  captured  by  His  Majesty's 
sloop  Rhodian,  John  Gteorge  Ross,  Esq.,  Com- 
mander, whose  names  are  inserted  in  the  margin,. 
and  who,  it  appears,  were  sent  to  Jamaica,  to 
which  station  the  Rhodian  belonged,  on  suspicion 
of  their  being  subjects  of  His  Majesty.  And  I 
further  request  your  attention  to  a  letter  from 
Major  General  Pmcknev  to  the  Secretarv  of  War, 
dated  Headquarters,  Cnarleston,  4th  ot  Novem- 
ber, 1812,  from  which  it  appears  that  twelve  of 
His  Majesty's  subjects,  then  prisoners  of  war  at 
Charleston,  were  held  in  prison  to  answer  in  their 
persons  for  the  fate  of  the  six  men,  of  the  Sarah 
Ann  privateer,  sent  to  Jamaica. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Vice  Admiral  Stirlinff,  commanding 
His  Majesty's  ships  of  war  on  the  Jamaica  station, 
to  Mr.  Simpson,  late  sub-agent  for  prisoners  ot 
war  at  Charleston,  from  which  you  will  perceive, 
that  the  six  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann  are  considered 
by  the  Admiral  as  American  prisoners  generally, 
and  are  now  on  board  a  prison  ship,  in  jcommon 
with  other  American  {urisoners. 

Having  given  you  this  information  with  respect 
to  the  six  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann  privateer,  I  have 
to  request  you  will  take  the  necessary  measures 
to  have  the  contingent  responsibility  which  it  wa« 
thought  proper  to  attach  to  the  persons  of  twelve 
British  seamen,  now  in  prison  at  CharlestoiL 
taken  off,  and  that  they  may  be  informed  thereci. 

I  understand  that  John  Gaul,  one  of  the  six 
men,  was  paroled,  and  arrived  at  Georgetown, 
South  Carolina,  in  the  brig  Cyprus,  and  that  ho 
has  reported  himself  to  the  Marshal,  who  informed 
Mr.  Simpson  <*that  he  had  sent  on  to  the  Depart 
ment  of  State  his  parole." 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 


Ofpics  Comm'rt  Gbn'l  or  Prisoners, 

Waehington,  June  9, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  learn,  with  pleasure,  by  the  letter  you 
did  me  the  honor  to  address  me  on  the  1st  instant, 
and  the  letter  from  Admiral  Stirling  you  have 
enclosed,  that  the  six  men  belonging  to  the  Ameri- 
can privateer  Sarah  Ann,  detained  in  October 
lastj  and  sent  to  Jamaica' to  be  tried  as  British 
subjects,  have  been  restored  to  the  ordinary  state 
of  prisoners  of  war,  to  wait  an  exchange,  atid 
that  there  is  now  no  ioteoiion  to  bring  them  to 
trial. 

I  very  cheerfully  comply  with  your  request, 
sir,  and  have  this  day  directed  the  Marshal  or 
South  Carolina  to  restore  in  like  manner,  to  the 
ordinary  state  of  prisoners  of  war,  the  twelve 
British  seamen,  confined  under  the  orders  of  thi^ 
Government,  by  him,  and  to  inform  them  thRt 
the  responsibility  attached  to  their  persons  for  th^ 
safety  of  the  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann  has  been 
taken  off. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir^ 
yoar  most  obedient  servant,  J.  MASON. 

Colonel  Thomas  Barclay. 
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Mcmner  in  vhieh  the  War  u  wiged  6y  the  Bnewnjf. 


Cbilicotbe,  June  8, 1813. 

Sir:  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  the 
case  of  William  McDowel  Scott,  late  of  Detroit, 
an  unfortunate  fellow-citizen,  who  has  been  seized 
and  apprehended  by  the  British  commanding 
officer  at  Detroit  and  sent  to  Q,uebec,  where  he 
is  now  confined  under  pretence  of  being  a  British 
subject,  and  one  found  in  arms  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States  against  that  Government. 

William  McDowel  Scott  is  a  native  of  Ireland, 
and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  about  eighteen 
years  since.  He  resided  for  some  years  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  in  the  Summer  of  1800, 
he  came  to  Detroit,  established  himself  as  a 
physician,  and  has  ever  since  resided  there.  He 
nas  been  naturalized  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  this  fact  is  well  known  to  the 
■British  Government:  and  both  in  the  Territory  of 
Indiana,  before  that  Territory  was  divided,  and 
subsequently  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  he 
has  held,  and  filled  with  respect  and  fidelity,  some 
of  the  first  offices  in  those  two  Territories. 
'  Such,  for  example,  as  a  justice  of  the  peace 
and  a  judge  of  the  common  pleas  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  subsequently  Marshal  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan. 

In  all  these  offices,  sir,  and  in  every  other  situ- 
ation, in  which  Doctor  Scott's  public  and  politi- 
cal cnaracter  has  or  can  be  viewed,  he  has  uni- 
formly^ manifested  an  undeviating  attachment  to 
the  principles  of  our  Constitution  and  the  Ad- 
ministration of  this  Government. 

His  support,  in  the  present  cause,  during  the 
time  that  General  Hull  lay  at  Sandwich  and 
Detroit,  was  not  outdone  hy  any  person  whatever. 
In  fact  it  was  his  unwearied  exertions  that  have 
provoked  and  spirited  up  the  British  to  that  line 
of  conduct  and  persecution  they  are  now  pursuing 
towards  him. 

Proctor,  who  sent  him  from  Detroit,  and  Sir 
Qeoi|^  Prevost,  who  received  him  at  Fort  George 
and  wwarded  him  to  Quebec,  threaten  to  treat 
him  with  all  the  severities  authorized  by  the 
Jaws  of  nations  and  usages  of  war,  in  cases  of  an 
actual  bona  fide  British  subject  found  in  arms 
against  that  Government. 

I  do  not,  for  myself,  however,  entertain  a  belief 
that  they  will  dare  to  put  their  threats  into  exe- 
cution to  their  full  extent.  But,  sir,  without  the 
interference  of  the  Government,  they  will  detain 
him  during  the  war,  and  they  will  make  his  life 
80  wretched  and  miserable  that  death  would  be 
a  welcome  messenger. 

I  hope,  sir,  the  occasion  will  be  a  sufficient 
apologv  ror  obtruding  this  communication  upon 

Jou.  1  am  amongst  the  number  of  those  who 
ave  not  the  honor  of  a  personal  acquaintance 
with  you.  But  General  Taylor,  who  I  look  to  as 
the  bearer  of  it,  is  a  gentleman  to  whom  I  am 
personally  known,  and  who  has  likewise  a  pretty 
correct  knowledge  of  the  character  of  I)octor 
Bcott. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

E.  BRUSH. 
The  Hon.  Jambs  Monrob,  fiSaq. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Mitchell,  Eaq.,  agent  in 
American  priaonen  of  war  at  HaliliiTj  to  the  8eGV»- 
taxy  of  State,  dated 

Mat  28, 181^. 
*^  I  have  just  been  informed  by  the  agciit  for- 

Srisonera,  that  Mr.  John  Light,  of  the  Jaliaa' 
tmith,  a  privateer  commanded  by  Capcsiii  Heaty 
Cooper,  will  be  detained  here  in  eoDaequenee  of 
his  having,  previous  to  the  war,  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  in  this  province,  (Novm  Scotia,)  ani 
commanded  a  vessel  out  of  this  place  (Halifax.) 
Mr.  Light  was  lieotenant  of  the  privateer  captured 
by  the  Nymph,  the  12ih  May,  1813." 


H.  M.  S.  PoicTiERB,  May  8, 1813. 
Sir  :  I  am  sorry  I  am  under  the  necessity  of 
detainin|^  J.  Stevens  and  T.  King,  late  of  the 
Vixen,  in  consequence  of  their  bang  British 
subjects. 
I  am,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BERESFORD. 
To  Lieutenant  Drayton. 

The  original  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Prisoners. 

W.  JONES. 


Navt  Dspabtmbnt,  Mojf  17, 1813. 

Sir  :  You  are  herebv  authorized  and  in«tnictcd 
to  address  a  letter  to  Admical  Sir  John  Borlaae 
Warren,  representing  the  following  faets  and  de- 
termination, viz :  That  a  part  of  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  United  States'  brig  Vizee  were  re- 
turning from  Jamaica,  on  parole,  as  priaoners  of 
war,  and  entering  the  Delaware,  when  Commo- 
dore Beresford  caused  them  to  be  brought  on 
board  the  Poictiers,  and  detained  until  a  pan  of 
the  crew  of  that  ship,  whom  he  demanded  in  ex- 
change, were  sent  down  from  Philadelphia ;  that 
ultimately,  he  detained  John  Stevens,  carpenter, 
and  Thomas  King,  seaman,  two  of  the  aforesaid 
crew  of  the  Vixen,  on  the  plea  of  their  being 
British  subjects,  as  appears  by  a  letter  from  Com- 
modore Beresford  to  Lieutenant  Drayton,  late 
first  of  the  brig  Vixen ;  and  that  you  are  coat- 
manded  explicitly  to  declare,  that,  in  retalialioa 
for  the  violent  and  unjust  detention  of  the  aaid 
John  Stevens  and  Thomas  King,  the  €k>vem- 
ment  of  the  United  States  will  immediately  caoae 
four  British  subjects  to  be  selected  and  held  ia 
duress,  subject  to  the  same  treatment,  in  aJl  re- 
spects, that  the  said  John  Stevens  and  Thomas 
i\ug  may  receive  during  their  detention. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  Admiral's  answer,  rou 
will  communicate  the  same  to  me  without  delay. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  JONES. 

Charles  Stewart,  Bsq^ 
Commanding  Naval  i/fficer^  Natfaik^  Va. 


Colonel  W.  Scott  to  the  Seoetaiy  of  Wmr. 
Wabhirotoii,  January  30, 1813. 
Sir:  I  think  it  my  dutjr  to  lay  before  the  Dt* 
partment,  that,  on  the  arrival  at  Quebec  of  tbe 
American  prisoners  of  war,  surrendered  at  Ctneoia* 
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lown,  they  were  amstered  aod  examined  bf  Brit- 
ish officers  appointed  to  that  daty,  and  erery 
natire  born  of  the  United  Kingdoms  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  sequestered  and  sent  on  board 
a  ship  of  war  then  in  that  harbor.  The  vessel, 
in  a  few  days  thereafter,  sailed  for  England,  with 
those  persons  on  board. 

Between  fifteen  and  twenty  persons  were  thus 
taken  from  as,  principally  natives  of  Ireland, 
aftveral  of  whom,  were  known  by  their  platoon 
officers  to  be  natbralized  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  others  to  have  been  long  residents 
within  the  same.  One  in  particular,  whose  name 
has  escaned  me,  besides  having  complied  with  all 
the  conditions  of  our  naturalization  laws,  was 
represented  by  his  officers  to  have  left  a  wife  and 
five  children,  all  of  them  born -within  the  State 
of  New  York. 

I  distinctly  understood,  as  well  from  the  offi- 
cers who  came  on  board  the  prison -ship  for  the 
above  purpose,  as  from  others,  with  whom  I  re- 
monstrated on  this  subject,  that  it  was  the  deter- 
mination of  the  British  Government,  as  expressed 
through  Sir  Qeorge  Prevost,  to  punish  every  man, 
whom  it  might  subject  to  its  power,  found  in 
arms  against  the  British  King  contrary  to  his 
native  allegiance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

W.  SCOTT, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  U.  S.  2d  Artillery. 

Mr.  Beasley  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State. 

LoNOON,  March  1, 1813. 
Sir:  Annexed  you  have  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Henry  Kelly,  in  behalf  or  himself  and 
twenty-two  persons.  He  states  that  they  are  all 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  have  wives  and 
families  there ;  that  they  were  taken  last  October, 
in  Upper  Canada,  and  that  they  were  sent  to  this 
country  because  they  were  born  within  the  Brit- 
ish dominions.    I  am,  respectfully,  &c. 

R.  G.  BBASLEY. 


On  Boabo  H.  M.  S.  Naicub, 

lying  at  the  Nore,  Feb,  6, 1813. 

Sir:  This  is  to  inform  you  of  the  under  named 
twentv^three  American  soldiers  belonging  to  the 
13th^  6th,  and  1st,  regiments  of  the  United  States* 
armies.  We  were  taken  on  the  13th  of  October, 
in  Upper  Canada.  The  reason  of  their  sending 
us  twenty-three  here,  is.  we  were  born  in  the 
British  dominions,  though  we  are  all  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  have  our  wives  and  child- 
ren there.  We  are  in  a  very  miserable  situation 
for  clothing,  having  drawn  no  winter  clothes  be- 
fore we  were  taken.  We.  therefore,  hope  you 
will  send  us  some  relief  to  shelter  us  from  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather. 

Sir,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

HBNRT  KELLY. 

Sir,  these  are  the  names  of  my  fellow  suffbrers : 
Henry  Blaney,  Qeorge  M'Cammon,  John  Dolton, 
Michael  Conain,  Jfohn  Clark,  Peter  Burr,  Andrew 
Doyle,  Jolin  MeOowen,  Jamea  Oiil,  John  Fnlaam, 


Patrick  McBraharty,  Matthew  Mooney,  Patrick 
Karns,  John  Fitzgerald,  John  Wiley,  John  Don* 
nely,  John  Curry,  Nathan  Shaley.  kdward  Mc- 
Gbrigan,  John  Dinnue,  John  Williams,  George 
Johnson. 
Mr.  R.  G.  BiASLiT. 


Eztrmct  of  a  letter  from  Admiral  Sir  John  Borlase 
Warren  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  dated 

Bermuoa,  March  8, 1813. 
"  I  must  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  30th  of 
September,  1812,  in  which  I  stated  the  circum- 
stance of  twelve  men  belonging  to  the  Guerriere, 
taken  out  of  a  cartel  by  Commodore  Rodsers, 
and  illegally  detained,  upon  the  pretext  of  six 
others,  who  were  supposed  to  be  British  subjecta, 
having  been  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom  for  ex* 
amination ;  since  that  event,  five  of  these  people, 
named  in  the  enclosed  list,  have  been  receivea  at 
Halifax  with  orders  for  their  discharge.  I,  there- 
fore, request  you  will  communicate  Uiese  particu- 
lars to  tbpe  President,  in  order  that  further  direc- 
tions may  be  given  respecting  the  Gkierriere's 
men,  so  long  confined  at  Boston,  and  to  obviate 
the  other  inconveniences  which  must  inevitably 
arise  from  such  practices." 


The  Secretaiy  of  State  to  Admiral  Wsrren  (extract) 

dated  April  16, 1813. 

"  It  appears  by  your  letter  (of  the  8th  of  March, 
from  Bermuda)  that  five  only  of  the  seamen  that 
were  taken  on  board  the  Nautilus  and  sent  to 
England,  in  confinement  have  been  returned. 
No  account  is  given  of  the  sixth.  Orders  have 
been  issued  for  the  release  of  ten  of  the  twelve 
men^  who,  on  the  principle  of  retaliation,  were 
confined  by  Commodore  Rodgers  at  Boston.  You 
will  be  sensible  that  it  will  be  impossible,  on  that 
principle,  to  discharge  the  other  two  men  until 
the  sixth  American  seaman  is  returned,  or  such 
an  explanation  given  of  the  cause  of  his  detention, 
as,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
regarding  the  conduct  of  the  British  Government 
towards  American  seamen  under  similar  circum- 
stances, ought  to  be  satisfactory." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  F.  H.  Babbitt  to 
Master  Commandant  Wm.  M.  Crane,  of  the  United 
States'  Navy,  (lata  of  the  United  States'  brig  Nau- 
tilus,) dated 

Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  13, 1812. 
Enclosed  I  send  you  a  description  of  the  propor- 
tion of  our  little  crew,  who  have  been  so  debased 
and  traitorous  as  to  enter  the  service  of  our  enemy. 
Also,  a  list*  of  those  gallant  fellows^  whose  glory 
it  would  have  been  to  have  lost  their  lives  in  the 
service  of  their  country,  and  whose  misfortune  it 
has  been  to  cross  the  Atlantic  on  suspicion  of 
their  being  British  subjecta :  four  of  them  bein|^ 
native  born  American,  and  two  naturalized  citi- 
zens. On  their  parting  with  me,  and  removal 
from  the  Africa  of  sixty-four  guns  to  the  Thetie 


•This  Ust  is  nol  received. 
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fr^te,  (ifae  latter  with  a  conroy  from  EUigland,  ] 
then  in  43  30  N.  and  46  30  W.)  their  last  request  ^ 
and  desire  was,  that  I  would  particalarlf  acquaint 
you  with  their  situation,  with  their  determination 
never  to  proye  traitors  to  that  country  whose  flag 
they  were  proud  to  serve  under,  and  whose  wel- 
fare and  prosperity  they  equally  hoped  and  anti- 
cipated to  realize. 
*  F.  H.  BABBITT. 


A  list  of  men  said  to  have  eatered  on  board  His  Ma- 
jesty's frigate  Shannon,  Gonunodore  Broke.    Their 
descripiion»  as  far  as  known. 
Jesse  Bales,  seaman ;  about  ^ve  feet  nine  in- 
ches high,  dark  hair  and  complexion,  dark  snap- 
ping eyes,  has  an  impediment  in  his  speech,  and 
at  times  affects  lunacy ;  has  a  wife  and  family  in 
Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Samuel  Lang,  marine,  born  in  Kentucky,  five 
feet  eight  inches  high,  or  thereabouts,  and  is  sup- 

§oaed  to  be  with  Captain  Hall,  of  the  United 
Itates'  marines,  New  York.  » 

John  Young,  marine,  &ve  feet  five  inches  high, 
large  mouth,  enlisted  with  Captain  Hall,  Navy 
Yard,  New  York  j  when  addressed,  or  is  address- 
ing an  officer^  casts  down  his  eves.  For  his  par- 
ticular description,  as  well  as  that  of  John  Rose, 
marine,  about  five  feet  eight  inches  high^  brown 
hair,  full  face,  thick  set,  and  a  scowl  in  his  coun- 
tenance, refer  to  Captain  John  Hall. 

John  O'Neal,  seaman,  about  twenty-five  years 
of  age.  five  feet  five  inches  high,  dark  hair,  sharp 
face,  aark  eyes,  thick  set,  and  was  shipped  at  Nor- 
folk, Virginia,  previous  to  yonr  taking  command 
of  the  Nautilus. 

William  Jones,  ordinary  seamen,  abont  five 
feet  eight  inches  high,  light  hair,  twenty-four 
years  of  age,  full  face,  thick  set,  downcast  look, 
and  is  a  very  alert  man;  entered  at  New  York, 
Apririast.  F.  H.  B. 

Sir  John  Bodase  Warren  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Halifax,  September  30, 1812. 
S» :  Having  received  information  that  a  most 
unauthorized  act  has  been  committed  by  Com- 
I  modore  Rodgers,  in  forcibly  seizing  twelve  Brit- 
ish seamen,  prisoners  of  war,  late  belonging  to  the 
iOaerriere,  and  Uking  tham  out  of  the  English 
cartel  brig  Endeavor,  on  her  passage  down  the 
harbor  of  Boston,  after  they  had  been  regularly 
embarked  on  board  of  her  for  exchange,  agreeable 
to  the  arrangements  settled  between  the  two 
countries,  and  that  the  said  British  seamen,  so 
seized,  are  now  detained  on  board  the  United 
States'  frigate  President,  as  hostages ;  I  feel  my- 
self called  upon  to  request,  sir,  your  most  iwriotis 
attention  to  a  measure  so  fraught  with  mischief 
and  inconvenience,  destructive  of  the  good  faith 
of  a  flag  of  truce,  and  the  sacred  protection  of  a 
cartel.  I  should  be  extremely  sorr^  that  the  im- 
prudent act  of  an  ofiieer  should  mvolve  conse- 
quences so  particularly  severe  as  the  present  in^ 
stance  must  naturally  produce  if  repeated ;  and 
although  it  is  very  much  my  wish,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  differences  existing  between 


the  two  eMttCries,  to  adopt  every  measore  tinC 
might  reader  the  effect  or  war  leas  rigOTOii&  yet 
in  another  point  of  view,  the  conrictioB  of  die 
duty  I  owe  my  country  would,  in  the  event  of 
such  grievances,  as  I  have  already  stated,  bemg 
continued,  not  admit  of  any  hesitation  in  retalia- 
tory decisions :  but  as  I  am  strongly  peranaded  of 
the  high  liberality  of  your  sentiments,  and  that 
the  act  comi^ined  of  ms  originated  entirely  with 
the  officer  who  committed  it,  and  that  it  will  ht 
as  censurable  in  your  consideration  ms  it  dcacifai, 
I  rely  upon  your  taking  such  steps  as  will  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  eonduet  so  extremely  reprehensi- 
bie  in  every  shape. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  eoosid- 
ration.  sir,  yonr  most  obedient  and  most  faichM 
humble  servant, ' 

JOHN  BORLASE  WARRBN, 
Admiral  efthe  Bbiej  ^a 

James  Monroe,  Esq.,  8e(^  of  State. 


Mr.  MoBiioe  to  Sir  John  Boriasa  Waimi. 
DBPAnafBUT  OF  STATa,  Oct.  Sd,  1813: 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yonr  letter 
of  the  30th  September,  complaining  that  Com- 
modore Rodgers,  commanding  a  squadron  of  the 
United  States'  Navy  at  the  port  of  Boston,  had 
taken  twelve  British  seamen,  lately  belonging  to 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  the  Gaerriere,  from 
a  cartel  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  and  that  he  de- 
tained them  on  board  the*  Praaioaaty  a  Itigate  of 
the  United  States,  as  hostages. 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  inquiry  shall 
be  nude  into  the  circumstances  atteadiag,  and 
the  causes  which  produced,  the  act  of  which  yon 
complain,  and  that  such  measures  will  be  takoi, 
on  a  knowledge  of  them,  as  may  comport  with 
the  rights  of  both  nations,  a^d  may  be  proper  ia 
the  case  to  which  they  relate. 

I  beg  you,  sir.  to  bie  assured,  that  it  is  the  sia- 
cera  desire  of  the  President,  to  see  (and  to  pro- 
mote, so  far  as  depends  on  the  United  States)  that 
the  war  which  exists  between  our  countries  be 
conducted  with  the  utmost  regard  to  humanity. 

I  have  the  honor,  d^. 

J.  MONROS. 

Sir  John  B.  Warbbn, 

Admiral  of  the  Bkm,fe. 

Wabbimoton,  December  17, 181:2. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  annex  a  list  of  twelve 
of  the  crew  of  the  late  United  Sutes'  sloop  of  war 
Wasp,  detained  by  Captain  John  Bereubrd,  of 
the  British  ship  Poietiers,  under  the  pretence  of 
their  being  British  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  au,  yow 
obedient  servant, 

QSORGE  S.  WISE,  Pur 

Hon.  Paul  HAMitTON,  Sec^ry  ofNany. 

reieiradto  in  the  praoedhig  note. 


John  McLond,  boatswain,  has  been  in  the  sv* 
vice  since  1804  Married  in  Norfolk  in  1804  ar5, 
and  has  a  wife  and  foar  ehikken  thara. 
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Joim  Scephejis,  boatawain's  mate,  has  been  in  | 
the  service  five  or  six  years. 

George  M.  D.'Read,  qaartermaster,  has  a  pro- 
tectioD,  and  has  sailed  out  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  for  several  years. 

William  Mitchell,  seaman,  James  Gk)thru[ht, 
seaman,  John  Wright,  seaman,  Thomas  Philips, 
seaman,  Peter  Barron,  seaman.  John  Connor,  or- 
dinary seaman,  John  Rose,  ordinary  seaman, 
George  Brooks,  ordinary  seaman,  Dennis  Daugh- 
ertjr,  marine. 

Tne|[reater  number,  if  not  all  of  the  above,  bad 
protections  at  the  time  of  entering  and  being  tak- 
en. Two  others  were  detained^  John  Wade  and 
Thomas  Hutehins,  but  were  given  upy-the  for- 
mer on  Captain  Jones  assuring  Captain  Beres- 
ford  he  knew  him  to  be  a  native  citizen ;  the  latter 
on  a  like  assurance  from  D.  Rodgers.  William 
Mitchell  was  in  the  service  during  1805-6  in  the 
Mediterranean. 

GBORGE  8.  WISE. 

WA9Bll«QT0fll  ClTT,  DcC  17,  1812. 


to  the 


Sxtract  of  a  letter  from  M^or  (2ener«l 
Beesetazy  of  War,  dated 

HEAnCiUARTBBS,   CBARLBflTOV, 

Niif9ember  i,  1812. 

'*  lafbrmation  having  been  given  vpon  oath  to 
liieatemuit  Grandison,  who,  at  present,  eean- 
Biaiids  the  Naval  department  here,  that  six  Amer- 
iean  seameo^  who  had  been  taken  prisoners  on 
board  oar  privateers,  had  been  seat  to  Jamaica  to 
be  tried  as  British  subjects  for  treason,  he  called 
ttpoa  the  Marshal  to  retain  double  that  number  of 
British  seaiBfen  as  hostages.  The  Marshal,  ia 
aoBse^nenee  of  instructions  frcNO  the  Department 
of  State,  asked  my  advice  on  the  subject,  and  I 
have  giren  my  opinion  that  they  ought  to  be 
detained,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  President  shall 
be  known.  The  testimony  of  Captain  Moon  is 
herewith.  I  hope,  sir,  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  have  this  business  put  in  the  proper  train 
to  have  the  president's  pleasure  on  this  subject 
communicated  to  the  Marshal." 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Moon,  of  the  privaleer 

Sarah  Ann. 

Nassau,  Nbw  Provioehob, 

October  14, 1812. 

Six  of  my  erew,  claimed  as  British  subjects, 
were  this  day  taken  out  of  jail  and  put  on  board 
His  Majesty's  brig  the  Sappho,  and  sailed  for 
Jumatca,  whwe,  it  is  said,  they  are  to  be  tried  for 
their  lives ;  consequently,  1  questioned  each  re- 
spectively as  to  the  plaee  of  their  nativity,  and 
tfttle  to  protection  by  the  American  Govern-meat, 
whao  they  stated  as  follows,  to  wit : 

David  Dick,  seaman,  that  he  was  bora  ia  the 
nmrth  of  Ireland,  but  has  resided  in  the  United 
States  ever  since  the  year  1703 ;  has  served  .1^ 
years  in  the  United  States'  Navy,  viz :  Qa  board 
the  frigates  Chesapeake,  President,  ConstitutioA, 
John  Adams,  and  stohooner  Bnternrise.  and  gun- 
boat JNo  2.    David  Dick,  shoemaker,  in  Alezaa^ 


dria,  is  bis  uncle.  Dick  is  about  five  feet  six  and 
a  half  inches  high,  dark  hair,  has  a  scar  on  his  left 
elbow,  and  one  on  each  wrist ;  he  entered  on 
board  the  Sarah  Ann  in  Baltimore. 

John  Gaul,  seaman,  says  he  was  born  in  Mar- 
blehead.  State  of  Massachusetts ;  where  his  par« 
ents,  brothers,  and  sisters,  now  reside;  is  married 
in  rvew  York  and  his  wife  (Mary  Gaul)  lives  in 
Roosevelt  street.  No  37  ;  has  a  r^ular  discharge 
from  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  by  Captam 
Huffh  G.  Campbell,  dated  at  St.  Mary's,  Georgia. 
14th  August,  1812 ;  says  he  has  served  on  board 
the  United  States'  brig  Yixen,  gunboats  No.  10 
and  158,  from  the  last  of  which  he  was  discharged. 
Gaul  is  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  about  nve 
feet  sev^n  inches  high,  brown  hair,  light  com- 
plexion s  he  entered  on  board  the  Sarah  Ann  in 
baitimore. 

Michael  Plaek,  ordinary  seaman,  says  he  was 
born  in  Baltimore ;  his  parents  are  dead,  bat  is 
known  by  William  Douland,  Thomas  Turner, 
and  McDonald  of  Baltimore ;  has  a  sister  in  some 
part  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  name  is  Ann  Welsh ; 
was  never  at  sea  before ;  never  had  a  protection. 
Pluck  is  twenty-six  vears  old,  five  feet  six  and  a 
half  inches  high,  and  has  a  scar  on  his  left  cheek 
bone ;  entered  on  board  the  Sarah  Ann  at  Bal- 
timore. 

l%omas  Rodgers.  seaman,  says  that  he  was 
born  ia  Waterford,  Ireland,  but  has  resided  many 
years  in  the  United  States,  and  has  been  duly 
naturaiieed,  a  copy  of  which  naturalixation  is  fflod 
in  the  custom- hoase  at  Baltimore;  is  known  bv 
Joseph  Carey  and  Tom  Rodgers,  cork  cutters,  both 
of  Baltimore ;  has  a  wife  and  three  children  ia  - 
Baltimore;  has  lost  his  protection,  bnt  requests 
Jbseph  Carey  to  do  all  he  can  to  rafeet  his  dis> 
charae  from  the  British.  Rodgers  entered  on 
board  the  Sarah  Ann  in  Baltimore. 

Gkorge  Roberts,  a  colored  man  and  seaman* 
This  man  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  question- 
ing;  but  I  know  him  to  be  a  native  born  citizen 
of  the  United  Stales,  of  which  fact  he  had  erery 
sufficient  document,  together  with  free  papers. 
Roberts  entered  on  noard  the  Sarah  Ann  in  Bal- 
timore, where  he  is  married. 

Sonty  Taylor,  boy,  says  he  was  born  in  Hack- 
ensaek.  New  Jersey,  but  lias  seither  friends,  rela- 
tions, not  acgnaintanee  there ;  says  Jane  Snow^ 
den,  of  Savannah,  Georgia^  is  his  mother ;  never 
had  a  protection.  Taybris  fifteen  vears  old,  has 
brown  hair  and  light  coinplexion ;  he  entered  on 
board  the  Sarah  Ann  in  Savannah. 

RICHARD  MOON. 
LqU  commander  Sarah  Attn. 


Copy  of  a  Istlsr  from  Admiral  Waarren  to  Mr.  Mitdiell, 
agent  lor  the  exebangs  of  American  prisoners  of 
war,  dated 

Halifax,  October  21, 1812. 
Sm :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  and 
its  enclosures,  relating  to  Thomas  Dunn,'*'  ai|d 

*No«B«— The  application  was  made  ai  the  rsqnest 
of  bis  frtber,  John  Duan,  of  Boston,  who  transmittsi 
a  depositioa  of  his  birth. 
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beg  leave  to  inform  yon,  that  it  appears  the  said 
mao  is  married  in  En^laod,  has  been  eight  years 
in  His  Majesty's  service,  and  received  a  pension 
from  Government;  under  these  circumstances, 
and  the  man  never  having  made  any  application 
for  his  discharge  from  prison,  he  continues  on 
board  the  Statira. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN. 


Extract  of  a  letter  ftom  William  H.  8avtg«,  late 
Agent  Ibr  American  Seamen  and  Commerce  at 
Jamaica,  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State,  dated 

Washington,  Dec.  1, 1812. 
"  I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  you  copies  of  a 
correspondence  which  took  place  between  Vice 
Admiral  Stirling  (commandinif  on  the  Jamaica 
station)  and  myself,  since  the  declaration  of  war. 
I  should  have  furnished  it  to  you  at  an  earlier 
period,  but  an  accident  prevented,  which  I  was 
not  aware  of  until  my  arrival  at  this  city." 


Copy  of  my  letter  to  Vice  Admiral  Stirling,  eom« 
manding  on  the  Jamaica  station,  on  the  satjeet  of 
American  seamen,  after  the  declaration  of  war. 

KiNOSTOH,  Jamaica,  Aug.  6, 1812. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  received 
by  me  yesterday,  from  on  board  His  Majesty's 
•nip  Sappho,  purporting  to  have  been  written  bv 
four  American  seamen  on  board  that  ship,  with 
a  view  to  solicit  my  aid  towards  effecting  their 
discharge,  in  consequence  of  the  declaration  of 
war  by  the  €k>vernment  of  the  United  States 
against  Qreat  Britain. 

In  makinjf  this  application,  I  am  fully  aware 
that  my  duties  ceased  as  agent  for  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States,  on  the  know- 
edge  of  such  declaration  bein^  m^de  known 
iiere;  but,  sir,  I  am  led  to  believe  that,  at  this 
period,  it  will  not  be  deemed  inadmissible  on 
your  part  to  receive,  nor  improper  on  mine  to 
make,  the  request,  that  yon  will  be  pleased  to 
ffrant  an  order  for  the  discharge  of  the^e  seamen, 
feeling  conscious  (should  they  even  not  be  pro- 
tected with  the  usual  documents  afforded  to  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States])  that  an  English  sea- 
man would  not  declare  himself  otherwise  than 
such  under  existing  circumstances. 

I  seize  the  present  opportunity  also  to  forward 
to  you  twenty-one  documents^  as  proof  of  the 
citizenship  of  that  number  of  seamen,  said  to 
have  been  impressed  by  ships  of  war  on  this  sta- 
tion, the  greatest  number  of  which  have  been 
heretofore  unsuccessfully  claimed  bj  me,  on  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  and  which  may  still 
comprise,  at  this  time,  some  part  of  the  crews  of 
His  Majesty's  ships  on  this  station. 

I  beg  further  to  state  to  you,  that  I  have  re- 
ceived numerous  applications  from  on  board  va- 
rious of  His  Majesty's  ships  on  this  station,  for 
the  relief  of  seamen,  who,  I  doubt  not,  are  enti- 
tled to  the  protection  of  the  American  Qovera- 
ment,  many  of  them  having  with  them  proois  of 


their  citizenship,  as  I  am  led  to  belieie  fiom  the 
assertions  contained  in  their  ^eomnuaicattoiis. 
Applications  have  also  been  made  for  the  relief 
of  many,  without  success ;  the  latter  amonai  in 
number  to  forty-six,  as  per  list  of  names  enclosed, 
several  of  whom,  I  understand  have  been  shifted 
(since  their  impressment)  on  board  of  odtct  ves- 
sels than  those  they  were  at  first  taken  oa  board 
of.  AH  of  which  I  b^  to  offer  for  your  eauHr 
eration,  feeling,  as  I  do,  anxious  to  extend  ay 
last  efforts  in  behalf  of  those  seamen  who  are 
entitled  to  them,  and  at  the  same  time  being  im- 
pressed with  the  idea,  that  it  woald  be  foreign  lo 
you,  sir,  to  retain  any  Americans  in  the  serTiee 
of  the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  contrary  to  their 
disposition,  during  the  present  conflicL  I,  there- 
fore, take  the  liberty  of  adding  to  mf  former  re- 
quest, that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  orden 
that  such  seamen  may  be  dischargiea  from  datj 
on  board  His  Majesty's  ships  on  this  station. 
With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  dbc 

WILLIAM  H.  8AYAGB. 


Copy  of  Tioe  Admiral  Stirling's  Secretazy's  leltert  in 
answer  to  mine  to  the  Vice  Admiral  of  6Ch  Ai- 
gnst,  181S. 

Admiral's  Penn,  Aug.  7, 1818. 

Sia :  I  am  desired  by  Vice  Admiral  Stirlii]ig  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesler* 
day's  date,  and  to  acquaint  yon  that  direetioni 
were  given,  some  days  ago,  that  all  seanoea  ia 
the  squadron  nnder  his  command,  who  can  prove 
themselves  to  be  American  bom  sabjeets,  should 
be  sent  to  the  prison-ship,  until  an  czchaiige  of 
prisoners  is  established  between  the  two  eooa- 
tries,  in  consequence  of  the  late  deelaratioa  of 
war  by  the  United  States  against  Great  BritaiB. 

I  return  herewith  the  papers  which  aecomptr 
nied  your  letter ;  and  am,  sir,  &e. 

CHAS.  STIRLING,  Jr.,  &c>. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  William  H.  8avaga» 
late  Agent  for  American  Seamen  and  Com 
Jamaica,  to  Charles  Stirling,  Jr.,  dated 

KiNosTon,  Sept.  16, 1812. 
^  In  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo,  you 
were  pleased  to  inform  me  that  directions  had 
been  given  by  the  Vice  Admiral,  some  days  prior 
to  the  date  of  my  letter,  for  the  removal  of  all 
native  Americans  (who  could  prove  themselves 
such)  from  on  board  His  Majesty's  ships  to  that 
of  the  prison-'ship ;  but,  as  some  time  has  now 
elapsed  since  you  were  pleased  to  give  me  this 
information,  and  learning  that  some  instanoes  of 
detention  at  present  exist  on  board  His  MajestyV 
schooner  Decouverte,  I  am  led  to  embrace  tae 
subject  again,  as  in  one  instance  I  shall  hope  to 
satisfy  Vice  Admiral  Stirling  of  the  man4  bet^g 
entitled  to  his  removal  from  duty  on  board  His 
Majesty's  schooner  of  war.    The  person  alloded 
to  is  Biijah  Stirling,  an  American  seaman,  who 
was  impressed  from  on  board  the  British  ner- 
chant  ship  Brilliant,  at  the  Bay  of  Honduru^  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year  1810,  by  His  hUjatf^ 
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schooner  Flor  del  Mar,  and  hat  since  been  detained 
on  board  of  various  of  His  Majesty's  ships  on 
this  station,  althoagh  provided  with  a  regular 
protection,  which  instrument  this  man  got  con- 
Teyed  to  me  about  the  20th  of  September  follow- 
ing, and  which  was  by  me  forwarded  to  Admiral 
Rowley,  accompanied  (as  usual  in  like  cases) 
with  a  request  that  the  man  might  be  discharged. 
On  the  receipt  of  my  letter,  the  Admiral  an- 
swered, through  his  Secretary,  that  the  nature  of 
Stirling's  ioipressment  was  such,  that  he  could 
sol  comply  with  my  request;  but  which  answer 
was  unaccompanied,  in  return,  with  the  protec* 
tion  in  question,  and  what  has  become  of  it,  I  am 
unable  to  sav. 

^^  About  this  period,  I  was  led  to  understand 
from  Admiral  Rowley,  that  all  American  sea- 
men who  ahonld  be  impressed  from  on  board  any 
British  merchant  vessel,  would  be  retained  in  the 
service  of  His  Majesty;  but  that  all  American 
seamen  who  should  be  impressed  from  on  board 
of  American  Tessels,  would,  on  application,  ac- 
companied by  proof,  be  discharged.    As  this  in- 
formation was  received  about  the  i^riod  of  my 
application  far  the  discharge  of  Stirling,  I  was 
led  to  conclude  it  stamped  the  nature  of  his  im* 
pressmen t;  and  what  confirmed  it  in  my  mind, 
was,  that  I  received  similar  assurances  to  vari- 
ous applications  made  for  American  seamen,  who 
had,  nnder  various  circumstances,  shipped  on 
board  of  British  ships,  and  were  from  thence  im- 
pressed on  board  of  His  Majestv's  ships  of  war. 
all  of  which  I  hojM  the  Admiral  will  be  pleaiea 
to  take  into  consideration :  for.  to  insist  on  the 
service  of  this  man,  I  think  will  be  a  dereliction 
to  the  marked  manner  of  his  amiable  endeavors 
to  distinguish  and  relieve  American  seamen  from 
duty  on  hoard  the  squadron  under  his  command. 
1  beg  to  enclose  a  note  from  Mr.  Meek,  (the  late 
Secretary,)  relative  to  my  application  for  this 
man's  discharge,  and  to  observe,  that,  if  it  is  pos- 
sible, the  protection  may  yet  be  found  amonf  the 
papers  of  the  late  Secretary,  as  it  has  not  been 
usual  to  return  me  the  protections  of  those  men 
whose  applications  for  discharge  were  not  com- 
plied with* 
"  I  beg  furthermore  to  observe,  that  there  ap- 

Kars  also  to  be  on  board  His  Majesty's  schooner 
ecouverte,  two  other  American  seamen,  viz: 
John  Bnglefield  and  Richard  L«uderkin,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  asserts,  that  he  served  his  appren- 
ticeship to  the  trade  of  a  cooper,  at  Boston,  but 
has  lost  his  protection ;  the  latter  declares  him- 
■elf  to  be  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  that  his 
protection  has  been  destroyed  by  Mr.  Oliver, 
commander  of  His  Majesty's  schooner  Decou- 
Terte.  I  shall  not  now  animadvert  on  the  im- 
propriety of  such  a  circumstance,  but  request, 
should  the  instances  here  cited  be  found  correct, 
that  they  may  meet  the  attention  of  the  Vice 
Admiral. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

W.  H.  SAYAQE, 

Late  Agenty  fe. 
Cbarlbs  SriBLiiia,  Jr.,  Bsq, 


Extract  of  s  letter  from  Vice  Admiral  Stixiing's  Seo. 
retary  to  W.  H.  Savage,  Esq.,  in  answer  to  hit  of 
the  16th  September,  1812. 

Admiral's  Penn,  Sept,  19, 1812. 

"  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  16th 
instant,  which  I  have  laid  before  Vice  Admiral 
Stirling,  and  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that 
Elijah  Stirling,  and  other  persons  on  board  of 
His  Majesty's  schooner  Decouverte^  said  to  be 
American  seamen,  have  not,  when  called  upon, 
produced  proof  of  beinff  subjects  of  the  United 
States.  They  do  not  fill  under  the  description 
of  persons  tvbich  1  informed  you,  in  my  letter. of 
the  7th  ultimo,  were  intended  to  be  discharged 
from  the  King's  service,  and  to  be  detained  on 
board  the  prison-ship  until  an  exchange  of  pris- 
oners takes  place  with  America. 

"  The  note  from  Mr.  Meek,  dated  the  2l8t  Sep- 
tember, 1810,  is  returned  herewith,  and  as  it  ap- 
pears thereby  that  Admiral  Rowley  thought  the 
circumstances  under  which  Elijah  Stirling  was 
impressed  did  not  permit  him  to  be  dischar^ed^ 
Vice  Admiral  Stirling  does  not  feel  himself  jus- 
tified in  attending  to  the  man's  wishes  on  a  bare 
assertion.  The  protection  you  allude  to  is  not  to 
be  found  among  Admiral  Rowley's  papers  left  in 
this  office." 


No.  3. 


Detention  of  Matvnere  ae  prisonere  of  war,  who 
were  in  England  at  the  time  the  war  woe  de- 
dared. 

J.  W.  Croker  to  Mr.  Beasley. 

Admiralty  Ofpicb,  Aug,  5, 1812. 

Sir  :  Having  communicated  to  my  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty  your  letter  of  the 
31st  ultimo,  transmitting  a  list  of  men,  said  to  be 
Americans,  who  have  o^en  impressed  and  de- 
tained on  board  His  Majesty's  ships,  and  request- 
ing their  discharge,  I  have  their  Liordships'  com- 
mands to  acquaint  you,  that,  nnder  present  cir- 
cumstances, they  will  defer  tne  consideration  of 
this  request.    I  am,  dbc. 

J.  W.  CROKER. 

R.  Q.  Bbaslet,  Esq. 

Eztnct  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Beasley  U>  the  Seoretazy 

of  State,  dated 

LoN noN,  Oct.  23, 1612. 

''I  have  informed  you  that  I  had  addressed 
Lord  Castlereagh  on  the  subject  of  our  citizens 
who  have  been  impressed,  and  are  now  held  in 
the  British  naval  service.  I  demanded  their  re- 
lease, and  complained  of  the  treatment  which 
some  had  received  on  offering  to  give  themselves 
up  as  prisoners,  or  refusing  to  serve  when  they 
heard  of  the  war.  In  reply,  I  have  received  a 
short  note  from  Mr.  Cooke,  one  of  the  under  sec*^ 
retaries,  stating  that  he  was  instructed  to  require 
of  me  the  names  of  the  men  who  had  received 
the  treatment  complained  of,  and  the  vessels  in 
which  they  were,  wnich  I  immediately  furnished, 
and  urged  a  reply  to  the  other  part  of  ny  letter. 
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In  an  interriew  I  bave  since  had  with  Mr. 
Cooke,  I  took  occasion  to  remind  him  of  it,  when 
he  intimated  that  the  Groyernment  did  not  intend 
to  answer  me  on  that  point ;  addiog.  that  Eng- 
land was  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world ;  we 
had  chosen  to  so  to  war,  and  so  aid  tb«  great  en* 
em^)  and  that  Blneland  had  as  mnch  right  to  re- 
cruit her  vmj  and  navf,  in  everf  possible  man- 
ner, as  France." 

Mr.  Beaslej  to  Lord  Castlereagll. 

WiMPOLE  Street,  Oct.. 12, 1812. 

Mt  Lord:  In  conseqaence  of  the  war  unhap- 
pily existing  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  it  has  become  m||r  duty  to  call 
your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  situation  of  the 
ffreat  number  of  American  seamen  who  have 
been  impressed,  and  are  now  held  in  the  ships  of 
war  of  His  Britannic  Majesty.  In  addition  to 
the  wrong  which  is  done  to  the  United  States  by 
this  detention  of  their  seamen,  I  regret  to  state 
that  some  of  these  unfortunate  persons,  ha?ing 
heard  of  the  war,  and  offered  to  giye  themselves 
ap  as  prisoners,  ha?e,  for  so  doing,  or  for  refusing 
to  do  service,  been  punished. 

To  put  an  end  to  a  proceeding  and  a  state  of 
things  so  revolting  to  humanity,  and  so  contrary 
to  the  law  and  usage  of  civilized  nations,  I  per- 
suade myself  it  is  only  necessary  to  present  them 
to  the  view  of  the  British  Government;  and  i 
therefore  f trust  that  effectual  measures  will  be 
immediately  taken  to  restore  these  injured  men 
to  liberty  and  to  their  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

R.  G.  BEASLBY. 


E.  Cooke  to  R.  G.  Beadey. 

Foreign  Office  Oct.  19, 1812. 
''In  consequence  of  your  letter  to  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  of  the  12th  instant,  I  am  directed  by  his 
Lordship  to  desire  that  you  will  furnish  me  with 
the  names  of  the  American  sailors  who  have 
been  so  punished,  and  of  the  ship  they  are  on 
board." 


Mr.  Beasley  to  £.  Cooke. 
WiMPOLE  Street,  Oct.  21, 1812. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in 
yoar  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  I  now  transmit  to 
yoQ  a  liat  of  impressed  American  seamen  on 
board  British  ships  of  war,  who,  baring  heard  of 
the  war,  offered  to  give  themselves  up  as  prisDn- 
ers,  and  for  so  doing,  or  for  refusing  to  do  ser- 
vice hare  been  punished. 

i  beg  you  to  remind  Lord  Caatlereagh,  that  the 
other  pert  01  my  letter  of  the  12th  insunt,  requ^at- 
ing  the  release  of  the  American  seamen  detained 
in  the  British  service,  is  still  unanswered. 

I  am,  sir,  dbc«  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

The  list  referred  to  in  the  preceding  letter  states 
the  cases  of  the  following  persons: 

John  Ballard,  on  board  the  Zenobia, offered  him- 
self  a  pri8oner,'refosed,  and  was  put  in  irons  for 
one  nigrht. 


John  Davis,  on  board  the  Thistle,  gave  himsalf 
up  as  a  prisoner,  and  refused  further  serviee,  for 
which  he  was  flogged. 

Bphraim  Covell,  on  board  La  HMie,  gave  ImH 
self  op  as  a  prisoner,  and  refused  iurther  serriee^ 
in  consequence  of  which  he  was  kept  seven  day* 
in  irons. 

John  Hosman,  on  board  La  Htvue,  gmve  hia- 
self  up  as  a  prisoner,  and  refused  further  service 
was  put  in  irons,  stilt  kept  therein,  and  was  tkreat- 
ened  by  the  commander  with  farther  ponishBieBt. 

Russell  Brainard, on  board  LaHogae»gavehiB* 
self  up  as  a  prisoner,  was  put  in  irons,  and  atHl 
kept  therein. 

Thomas  W.  Marshall,  Peter  Lazette,  Edvraid 
Whittle  Banks,  and  Levi  Younger,  on  board  the 
Royal  Wiliiani,  gave  themselves  up  as  fnaonet9^ 
and  were  in  consequence  thereof  pat  into  cli 
confinement  for  eight  days. 


OcTownt  la,  1812. 

Mx.  Beasley  reqaeats  Lord  Castlereag^  to 
the  necessary  paasnorts  to  be  foraiafed  for  cIm 
American  ship  William  and  Eliza,  Captain  How- 
land,  to  proceed  to  the  Uaited  States  with  Aner- 
ican  citizens. 


OcTOBss  21, 18ia 

Mr.  Cooke  acquaints  Mr.  Beaaley  dini  diere 
will  be  no  objection  to  ffrantiiLr  a  iicefise  to  a  car- 
tel for  carrying  to  the  United  States  sack  Ameri- 
can citizens  (non-combatants)  as  may  wisb  to 
return  to  their  country.  He  requests  Mr.  Beas- 
ley to  inform  him  of  the  situation  of  the  Ameri* 
can  ship  William  and  Eliza. 


Mr.  Be«dey  lo  Mr.  Oookia. 
WiMPOLB  Strbbt,  06f.83.1812L 

Sin :  I  have  now  the  honor  to  repeat  to  yon 
what  I  stated  in  conversation  this  morning  that 
the  persons  for  whose  return  to  the  United  oCares 
I  requested  the  necessary  passports,  ate,  for  the 
most  part.  American  masters  and  martneis;  that 
some  of  them,  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  their 
vessels  abroad,  have  come  here  on  their  way  to 
America ;  that  others  of  them,  having  been  em- 
ployed in  British  ships,  are  now  desiroas  of 
returning  home ;  that  others,  through  the  deten- 
tion or  condemnation  of  their  vessels  onder  Brit- 
ish Orders  in  Council,  and  others,  throoj^h  ail  Che 
casualties  to  which  this  class  of  men  is  always 
exposed,  are  left  without  the  means  of  convey- 
ance. None  of  these  persons  have  been,  in  any 
way,  engaged  in  hoftilities  against  Gfreat  Britain. 
They  are  almost  wholly  destitute,  and.  for  some 
time,  have  been  chiefly  supported  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  States.  There  are  also,  I  bcliefc^ 
some  American  merchants  and  supercargoes,  who 
are  anxious  of  availing  themselves  of  the  sane 
opportunity  of  returning  to  their  country. 

You  are,  I  presume,  aware,  that  the  Amerietn 
Government  has  afforded  every  facility  to  the  de- 
parture of  those  British  subjects  in  the  United 
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States  who  were  mder  siitailar  eireamstaaces  with 
the  persons  iacladed  in  my  reqnest. 

With  regard  to  the  ship  William  and  Eliza,  in 
which  these  persons  are  to  embark,  I  beg  to  ob- 
serTe,  that  I  am  well  assured  by  those  who  hare 
charge  of  her,  that  there  is  no  impediment  to  her 
departure. 

I  am,  dbc. 

R.  G.  BEASLBY. 


i 


Mr.  Cooke  to  Mr.  Basslej. 
FoREiON  Office,  Oct.  28, 1812. 
Sir:  Ha?iDg  laid  before  Lord  Castlereagh  yoar 
letter  requesting  that  you  may  be  allowed  to  send 
a  cartel  to  America,  with  citizens  of  the  United 
States  who  wish  to  return  to  their  country,  I  am 
directed  by  his  Lordship  to  express  his  consent 
to  this  proposition,  and  am  to  desire  you  will  con- 
for  with  the  commissioners  for  prisoners  of  war 
with  regard  to  the  account  you  are  to  gire  for  such 
paru  of  the  crew  as  shall  appear  to  be  comba- 
taoisyund  on  that  principle  must  be  exchanged. 

I  am,  »c. 

E.  COOKE. 


OCTOBEB  1^9, 1812. 

Mr.  Beasley  states  to  J.  W.  Croker,  of  the  Ad- 
miralty Office,  that  Lord  Castlereagh  had  referred 
him  to  the  commissioners  for  prisoners  of  war : 
that  he  had  accordinj^ly  applied  tti  them,  and 
learnt  that  the  instructions  which  that  board  had 
received  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  were 
not  sufficiently  explicit  to  enable  them  to  proceed 
in  the  matter.  Mr.  Beasley  recjuests  that  their 
Lordships  would  be  pleased  to  give  such  further 
directions  to  the  Transport  Board  as  might  be 
found  necessary. 

October  30, 1812. 

John  Barrow,  of  the  Admiralty  Office,  informs 
Mr.  Beaslejr,  that  his  letter  of  the  29th  of  October 
had  been  laid  before  the  Lords  Comnaissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  that  the  business  had  been 
referred  to  the  Transport  Board. 


OOTOBBR  29, 1812. 

Mr.  Beasley  informs  Alexander  McLeay,  of  the 
Transport  Office,  that  he  had  requested  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  would  be  pleased  to  give  the 
further  instructions  necessary ;  and,  presuming 
that  these  instructions  would  be  immediately 
gitenj  requests  Mr.  McLeay  to  inform  him  at  what 
time  It  will  be  convenient  for  the  commissioners 
that  he  should  confer  with  them  on  the  subject. 


OoTOBBR  30, 1812. 

Alexander  McLeay  informs  Mr.  Beasley  that 
he  is  directed  to  desire  that  Mr.  B.  would  trans- 
mit to  the  Transport  Office  a  list  of  all  the  persons 
whom  Mr.  Beasley  proposed  to  send  to  America, 
•tating  their  several  qualities,  and  when  and  how 
^ey  respectively  came  to  Great  Britain. 


November  3,  1812. 
Mr.  Beasley  transmits  to  Alexander  McLeay, 
of  the  Transport  Office,  a  list  of  American  citizens 
whom  it  is  ^oposed  to  send  to  the  United  States 
in  the  ship  Wiliiam  and  Eliza,  stating  their  sev* 
eral  qualities,  and  when  and  how  they  respect- 
ively came  into  Great  Britain.  This  list  eon- 
tains  one  hundred  and  ten  names.  To  these  are 
added  a  list  of  six  persons,  being  other  passengers 
in  the  same  vesseL  Mr.  Beasley  remarks  to  Mr. 
McLeay.  ^  I  am  well  informed  that  many  per- 
sons of  the  description  and  under  the  circumstan- 
ces of  those  mentioned  in  the  first  of  these  list^ 
(being  seamen,)  who  were  awaiting  the  result  of 
my  late  application  to  Lord  CasUereagh  for  a 
cartel  for  their  conveyance  to  America,  have, 
within  a  few  days  past,  been  seized  by  the  ioopress 
officers,  and  taken  on  board  the  tender  on  the 
Tower;  and  I  beg  to  know  what  are  the  inten- 
tions of  the  British  Government  respecting  them." 


• 

November  6, 1812. 
Alexander  McLeav  informs  Mr.  Beaslejr  that 
he  had  received  and  laid  before  the  commission- 
ers for  the  transport  service,  the  list  of  persons 
proposed  to  be  sent  to  the  United  States  in  the 
William  and  Eliza  cartel,  and  adds :  "  In  return, 
I  am  directed  to  request  that  you  will  inform  the 
board  whether  you  will  engage  that- the  above- 
mentioned  persons,  on  their  arrival  in  the  United 
States,  shall  be  exchanged  for  an  equivalent  num- 
ber of  British  subjects,  who  may  have  fallen  into 
the  bands  of  the  Americans.  1  am  at  the  same 
time  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  prisoners  above 
alluded  to  must  sign  enj;agements  not  to  serve 
against  this  country  or  its  allies  until  regularly 
exchanged." 


Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  McLeay. 

November  7, 1812. 

I  have  to  inform  the  board  that  I  am  willing 
to  engage  that  the  American  citizens  whom  I  pro- 
pose to  send  to  the  United  States  on  board  the 
William  and  Bliza  cartel,  shall,  on  their  arrival 
there,  be  exchanged  for  an  equivalent  number 
of  British  subjects  of  the  same  description,  who 
may  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  United 
States  under  similar  circumstances ;  and  that  the 
men  themselves  shall  sign  engagements  for  the 
performance  of  any  conditions  similar  to  those 
which  may  have  been  exacted  of  such  British 
subjects  in  the  Unit<;d  States;  it  being  understood, 
that;  if  it  be  found  that  British  subjects,  under 
any  such  circumstances,  have  been  suffered  freely 
to  depart  from  the  United  States,  then  these  en- 
gagements, so  far  as  regards  the  corresponding 
class  of  American  citizens,  shall  be  roid.  If, 
however,  it  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  board,  that 
the  return  or  exchange  of  these  men  should  be 
regulated  by  the  principles  recognised  by  the  two 
Governments  in  the  cartel  which^  I  am  informed, 
has  been  lately  concluded  at  Washington,  I  am 
ready  to«nter  into  an  engagement  to  tluit  efiecu 
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Mr.  McLeay  to  Mr.  Beuley. 

NOVBMBER  13,  1812. 

I  am  directed  to  ac<]aaint  you  that  the  fyrison- 
ers  mentiooed  xu  the  list  transmitted  by  yoa  will 
be  released,  upoQ  yoar  entering  ioto  an  uncondi- 
tional engagement  that  they  shall  be  exchanged 
for  British  prisoners  now  in  America,  or  who  may 
be  hereafter  taken. 


Mr.  Beailey  to  Mr.  McLeay. 

November  16, 1812. 
*'  For  those  American  citizens  who  composed 
the  crews  of  ships  taken  in  war,  I  am  at  all  times 
ready  to  enter  into  any  engagement  which  the 
law  and  usage  of  nations  require.  But.  for  those 
whom  your  laws  hare  invited,  or  whom  misfor- 
tune has  thrown  into  your  country — whom  acci- 
dent, and  not  the  fortune  of  war,  has  placed  within 
your  power,  I  must  still  urge  my  request,  that 
they  be  allowed  to  depart  the  Kingdom  on  the 
conditions  proposed  in  my  letter  of  the  7th  inst.'* 
But,  ^if  the  board  will  enter  into  an  uncondi- 
tional engagement;  that  all  British  subjects  who 
have  been  permitted  to  leave  the  United  States 
since  the  declaration  of  war,  or  who  may  be  per- 
mitted to  depart  therefrom,  shall  be  exchanged 
for  American  prisoners  of  war,  I  will.  In  like  man- 
ner, engage  for  those  American  citizens  agreea- 
bly to  your  letter."  Mr.  Beasley  adds:  **This 
arrangement,  however,  I  would  make  with  great 
reluctance;  oecause  it  would  not  be  in  unison  with 
that  spirit  of  liberal  warfare,  entertained  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  because  it 
would  bring  within  the  influence  of  the  war  those 
who  might,  without  detriment  to  either  party,  be 
exempt  from  its  operation." 


Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  the  Foreign  Office. 

November  23, 1812. 
I  must  beg  leave  to  state,  that  that  part  of  my 
note  of  the  12th  ultimo,  addressed  to  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh.  relative  to  American  citizens  who  have 
been  impressed,  and  are  now  held  in  His  Majes- 
ty's naval  sercice,  remains  unanswered.  To  the 
reasons  already  urffed  for  the  discharge  of  those 
men,  majf  be  added  that  of  compelling  them  to 

Sht  agamst  their  country;  and  I  need  scarcely 
d,  that,  as  they  were  forcibly  detained  before 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  it  would  be  very 
unjust  to  discharge  them  merely  to  make  them 
prisoners.  Of  the  number  of  those  unfortunate 
persons,  many  must  be  in  vessels  on  foreign  sta- 
tions at  a  great  distance.  It  is  a  subject  of  much 
public  interest  in  the  United  States,and  one  which 
involves  the  domestic  comfort  and  happiness  of 
many  families. 

Mr.  McLeay  writes  to  Mr.  Beasley,  and,  after  some 
preliminary  reasoning,  says : 

November  24, 1812. 

The  Commissioners  (of  the  Transport  Office) 

are  instructed  (by  the  Lords  Commisaioners  of  the 

Admiralty)  to  continue  to  require  from  you  an 

tmeonditional  receipt,  as  prisonars  of  war,  fofr  all 


persons  of  this  deacriptioa,  previoaa  to  their  hmeg 
permitted  to  retaro  to  America. 


Mr.  McLeay  to  Mr.  Beasley. 

Dbcbmbbr  23, 1812. 

I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  Commit' 
sioners  for  the  Transport  Service,  dbc,  your  letter 
of  the  15th  iflstaot,  and  in  return  am  directed  to 
acquaint  vou  that,  at  present,  they  are  only  aathm* 
ized  to  deliver  up  to  you  the  Americana  meatio^Ml 
in  the  list  transmitted  by  you  on  the  3d  of  No- 
vember. 


Mi.  Beasley  to  AlexaBder  McLeay. 

Dbcbmbbs  2^  IBISL 

^After  so  long  a  time  spent  in  dtscoasiog-  cbe 
principles  and  conditions  of  an  exchange  ofpria^ 
oners  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, I  perceive,  with  some  surprise,  by  yoor  let- 
ter of  yesterday,  that  the  onlv  persons  whom  the 
board  are  authorized  to  deliver  up  to  me,  are 
those  mentioned  in  the  list  traiumitted  to  yoa  on 
the  3d  November,  who,  though  so  long  known  to 
the  board  as  being  at  large  in  this  eity,  have 
never  been  detained  as  prisoners,  and  who  have^ 
ever  since  their  arrival/been  maintained  at  t^ 
charge  of  the  United  States.    During  this  in- 
terval  those  persons  have    been   partially  dis- 
persed ;  some  have  been  taken  up  as  prtsonersi 
some  have  been  impressed,  and  some  have  other- 
wise disappeared.    Others,  however,  under  sim- 
ilar circumstances,  have  since  been  added,  and 
there  now  remain  about  one  hundred  persons. 
Of  these  men,  as  I  understand  the  tenor  of  oui 
correspondence,  those  who  belonged  to  vessdi 
detained  or  taken  in  war,  are  to  be  sofTered  to 
proceed  to  the  United  States  on  my  entering 
into  the  engagement  which  aeeompnnied  your 
letter  of  the  14th  instant ;  but  that,  for  theothenL 
no  engagement  is  required.    In  order  to  avoid 
any  further  misunderstanding,  I  beg  to  knew 
whether  this  recapitulation  is  correct." 


Alexander  McLeay  to  B.  G.  Beaalsy. 

TRA1I0PORT  OmcB,  Dec  96, 1812. 

Sir:  1  have  received  and  laid  before  the  com- 
misaioners lor  the  Transport  Service,  dbc  your  let- 
ter of  the  24th  instant,  and,  in  return,  1  am  di- 
rected to  acquaint  yon  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  that  such  of  the  Amer- 
icans, named  in  the  list  which  accompanied  you 
letter  of  the  3d  of  last  month,  as  belonged  to  vea- 
sela  detained  or  ukeo,  and  as  are  eoaseqnently 
prisoners  of  war,  shall  be  suffered  to  prt>ceed  to 
the  United  States  upon  your  entering  into  the 
engagement  which  accompanied  my  letter  of  tke 
14th  instant;  but  that,  for  Americans  who  were 
resident  or  travelling  in  this  country,  or  resottiog 
hither  for  commercial  purposes,  not  as  nuurinerii 
no  such  engagement  will  be  required. 

lam,  &0. 

ALBXANDBR  li'LBAT. 
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Mr.  Betslej  to  Alexander  McLeay. 

Decembbr  28, 1812. 
''Oo  referriog  to  that  list  (which  accompanied 
my  letter  of  the  3d  ultimo)  yoa  will  perceive 
another  class  of  persons,  namely,  mariners,  who 
did  not  belong  to  vessels  detained  or  taken ;  and 
as  your  omitting  to  notice  these  men  in  your 
letter  might  leave  room  for  some  doubt  respect- 
ing them,  I  lose  no  time  in  requesting  to  be  in- 
formed on  what  terms  the  Board  understand  that 
they  are  to  be  suffered  to  return  to  the  United 
States." 


Alexander  McLeay  to  Mr.  Beasley« 

Deobmbbr  29, 1812. 
^  By  a  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  26th  in- 
stant, yoa  will  observe  that  mariners  are  ex- 
pressly excepted  from  the  description  of  persons 
who  are  to  oe  released  unconditionally,  and  con- 
sequently it  is  necessary  you  should  eive  a  re- 
ceipt for  all  the  mariners  named  in  the  list  trans- 
mitted by  you." 

Mr.  Beadey  to  Mr.  McLeay. 

Febeuart  17, 1813. 
"In  youi  reply,  of  the  9th  instant,  communi- 
cating the  result  of  inquiries  made  by  order  of 
the  I^rds  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  rela- 
tive to  the  alleged  iM  treatment  of  certain  sea- 
men claiming  to  be  Americans,  in  the  British 
service,  in  consequence  of  their  having  requested 
to  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war,  as  repre- 
sented in  my  letter  to  Lord  Castlereagh  of  the 
12th  October,  I  have  to  observe,  that,  although 
the  statement  of  those  persons,  and  that  contained 
in  your  letter,  differ  greatly  as  to  the  degree  of 
this  ill  treatment,  it  does  appear  that  some  sever- 
ity was  exercisea  towards  them  on  that  occasion, 
and  without  any  proper  investigation  of  their 
claim  of  American  citizenship,  which,  if  estab- 
lished, should  have  exempted  them  not  only  from 
punishment,  but  from  service.  As  it  may  be  in- 
ferred, however,  from  your  letter,  that  if  proof  be 
produced  to  support  their  claim,  their  request 
will  yet  be  complied  with,  I  have  to  inform  you, 
that  evidence  to  that  effect  was  long  since  trans- 
mitted to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  in  behalf 
of  several  of  these  persons."  [Here  follows  the 
names  of  persons,  and  a  recitation  of  the  proof  of 
citizenship,  dbc.]  Mr.  Beasley  proceeds,  *^  I  cannot 
avoid  expressing  my  disappointment  and  regret 
that  no  notice  has  been  taken  of  the  request  made 
to  Lord  Castlereagh  in  my  letter  of  the  12th  of 
October,  for  the  general  release  of  the  American 
seamen  detained  in  the  British  service." 


Alexander  McLeay,  to  R«  O.  Beasley. 
Transport  OpncB,  Feb,  26, 1613. 
Sir  :  I  have  received,  and  laid  before  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  Transport  Service,  &c.,  your 
letter  of  the  7th  of  this  month,  with  its  enclosure, 
relative  to  the  alleged  ill  treatment  of  certain 
seamen,  claiming  to  be  Americans,  in  the  British 
service,  in  eonsequenee  of  their  having  requested 
13th  Con.  Sd  Ssss.— 72 


to  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war;  and  the 
same  having  been  referred  to  the  Right  Honorable 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  I  am 
directed  by  the  Board  to  transmit  to  you  the 
enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  which  they  have  re« 
ceived  from  their  Lordship's  secretary,  in  answer 
thereto.    1  am,  dbc. 

ALEXANDER  McLEAY. 


John  Barrow  to  the  Transport  Boaid. 

Admiralty  Office,  Feb.  25, 1813. 

Gentlemen:  Having  laid  before  my  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  your  letter  of 
the  18ih  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter,  to- 

?;ether  with  the  documents  therein  referred  to, 
rom  Mr.  Beasley,  the  American  agent  for  prison- 
ers of  war  in  this  country,  on  the  subject  of  cer- 
tain alleged  citizens  of  the  United  States  detained 
in  his  Majesty's  service,  1  have  it  in  command  to 
signify  their  Lordships'  directions  to  you  to  ac* 
quaint  Mr.  Beasley,  that  neither  now,  in  war,  nor 
before,  during  peace,  is,  or  was,  the  British  Qov- 
ernmeot  desirous  of  having  American  seamen  in 
its  service ;  and  that  their  Lordships  will  now 
discharge,  as  prisoners  of  war,  as  they  formerly 
did  as  neutrals,  those  persons  who  can  adduce 
any  sufficient  proof  of  their  beiuff  Americans. 

You  will  further  inform  Mr.  Beasley,  that  all 
the  eases  stated  by  him  have  received,  or  are  under 
accurate  examination,  and  that  such  persons  who- 
may  appear  to  be  Americans,  will  be  immediately 
sent  to  prison,  as  many  have  been  already. 
I  am,  dtc.  JOHN  BARROW. 


Alexander  McLeay  to  Mr.  Beasley. 

Transport  Offiob,  March  6, 1813. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for 
the  Transport  Service,  dtc.  to  inform  you,  that^ 
upon  the  receipt  of  the  printed  letters  which  were 
transmitted  by  you  to  this  office,  f6r  the  purpose 
of  being  forwarded  to  certain  seamen  on  board  of 
His  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  they  considered  it 
their  duty  to  submit  the  same  to  tbi»  considera- 
tion of  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty,  and  to  request  their 
Lordships'  directions  on  the  subject;  and  the 
Board  having,  this  day,  receired  a  letter  from 
their  Lordships'  secretary,  of  which  the  enclosed 
is  a  copy,  I  have  their  directions  to  hequaint  yoa 
accordingly,  that  the  letters  in  question  will  not 
be  forwarded,  and  that  you  cannot  be  permitted 
to  maintain  any  correspondence  with  the  sea* 
men  on  board  His  Majesty's  fleet. 

I  am,  dbc.  ALEXANDER  M'LEAY. 

John  Barrow  to  the  Transport  Board. 

Admiralty  Office,  March  5. 1813. 
Gentlemen  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th 
of  last  month,  enclosing  a  letter  addressed  by 
Mr.  Beasley  to  a  seaman  on  board  His  Majesty's 
ship  Porcu|)ine,  and  requesting  to  be  informed  if 
letters  of  a  similar  description  should  be  forwarded 
to  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  I  am 
eommaoded  by  tny  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
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Admiralty,  to  ai^nifv  their  direction  to  yoa  not  to 
forward  any  such  letters,  and  to  acquaint  Mr. 
Beasley  that  he  cannot  be  permitted  to  maintain 
any  correspoDdence  with  the  seamen  on  board 
His  Majesty's  fleet ;  observing  to  him^  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  printed  letter  in  question,  contains 
a  statement  unfounded  in  fact,  for  that,  neither 
since  the  war  with  America,  nor  before,  have 
their  Lordships  declined  to  release  American  sea- 
men, admitted  or  prored  to  be  such,  though  they 
have^  and  still  do  refuse  to  release  persons  as- 
suming, without  any  proof  or  document,  that 
character.    I  am,  dbc. 

JOHN  BARROW. 


Copy  of  a  printed  areolar  latter  addressed  to  American 
seamen  in  British  ships  of  war. 

London, ,  1813. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  — —  •*— ,  I 
hate  to  inform  yon,  that  the  Lords  Commisaion- 
ers  of  the  Admiralty  baring,  in  consequence  of 
the  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  declined  to  release  those  American  citi- 
lens  who  hate  been  impressed,  and  are  held  in 
the  British  serTice,  there  appears  to  be  no  other 
couraefor  yon  to  pursue,  than  to  give  yourself  up 
as  a  prisoner  of  war,  to  the  commander  of  the  ship 
in  wnieh  you  are  detained. 

U.  S.  Agent  for  prieonere  of  war. 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Beaslej  to  Alexander 
McLeay,  dated  13th  March,  1818. 

''  In  the  letter  of  their  Lordships'  secretary  of 
the  6th  instant,  the  Board  are  directed  to  observe 
to  me,  that  the  printed  letter  which  I  addressed 
to  certain  American  seamen  detained  in  the  Brit- 
ish navy.  *^  contains  a  atatement  unfounded  in 
fact  \  for  that,  neither  since  the  war  with  Amer- 
ica, nor  before,  have  their  Lordships  declined  to 
release  American  seamen,  admitted  or  proved  to 
be  such."  It  is  not  necessary  to  my  present  pur- 
pose to  enter  upon  an  examination  of  their  Lord- 
ahipa'  condact  on  this  matter,  before  the  war; 
althongh  my  own  official  observation,  in  numer- 
wis  cases,  when  I  held  the  office  of  Consul,  would 


mind  them  of  their  letter  of  the  5th  August,  soon 
after  the  commencement  of  the  war,  in  answer 
to  a  request  made  on  the  31st  July,  for  the  release 
of  certain  impressed  American  seamen,  in  which 
their  Lordships,  going  beyond  the  mere  declining 
to  release  the  men,  stated  **  that,  und^r  the  pre- 
sent circumstances,  thev  will  defer  the  considera- 
tion of  the  request  for  their  release  f  or,  in  other 
words,  that  they  will  not,  at  present,  war  being 
commenced,  even  think  on  tne  subject  of  their 
release.  If  further  proof  be  necessary  of  their 
Lordship'  having,  as  I  stated  in  my  printed  let- 
ter, declined  the  release  of  such  seamen  in  con- 
sequence of  the  war.  I  will  call  to  their  recollec- 
tion a  letter  written  by  their  secretary,  on  the 
25th  of  August,  ^n  answer  to  an  application  for  I 


the  release  of  William  Wilson,  an 
American,  detained  on  board  the  Cordelia,  in 
which  they  state  that  this  man,  being  anaben 
enemv.  muMt  continue  to  eerve,  or  go  to  prison. 
Shouia  other  corroboration  be  wanted,  it  may  be 
found'  in  the  loag  and  marked  silence  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  to  my  numerous  applicatioosL 
again  and  again  repeated,  for  the  release  ot 
these  men ;  seeing  that  it  was  not  until  the  25tk 
of  February,  nearly  seven  months  after  their 
Lordships  had  informed  me  of  their  having  de- 
ferred the  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  nearly 
five  months  after  my  formal  demand  made  to 
Lord  Castl^reagh,  that  they^  directed  the  Boai4  to 
inform  me  of  their  ioteotion  to  treat  them  as 
prisoners  of  war.  And  even  this  was  not  done 
until  eight  days  after  my  printed  letter  in  qaes- 
tion  appears  to  have  been  on  their  tables  Sardy 
it  was  in  utter  forgetfulness  of  all  these  cireoai- 
stances,  that  their  Lordships  declared  my  state- 
ment unfounded  in  fact ;  for  it  appears  impoasibLa 
that  they  can,  in  the  mind  of  any  penon,  bear  a 
different  interpretation  from  that  whiek  Ikava 
given  them.  But  how  do  these  facu  bear  on 
their  Lordships'  statement  1  How,  I  ask,  does 
their  determination,  that  Wilson,  proved  and  ad- 
mitted to  be  an  American,  must  continue  to  serve 
or  go  to  prison,  support  tne  assertion,  that  their 
Lordships  have  not  declined  to  release  American 
seamen  when  admitted  or  proved  to  be  soch  ? 
But,  perhaps,  in  their  Lordships'  riew,  to  send 
them  from  service  and  detention  in  ships  of  war, 
to  confinement  in  prisons,  is  to  release  them.  It 
so,  it  is  unnecessary  to  pursue  the  subject  further, 
and  I  will  content  myself  with  having  vindicated 
the  correctness  of  my  own  statemenL'' 

^  I  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  their  Lord- 
ships' purpose,  as  expressed  in  their  secretary's 
letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  to  treat  as  prisoners  of 
war  the  American  seamen  who  have  been  im- 
pressed, and  are  held  in  the  British  senriee.  Tak* 
mg  into  view  the  manner  in  which  these  unfor- 
tunate persons  came  into  the  power  of  the  British 
Gh)vernment ;  that  their  own  rights  and  inclina- 
tions, the  rights  of  their  country,  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  every  principleof  justice,  were  violated 
in  the  very  act  by  which  each  of  these  men  was 
brought  within  its  power,  and  that  this  wrong 
accumulates  so  long  as  any  of  them  remain  in  its 
power,  I  do  maintain  that  they  are,  on  every 
l^round,  entitled  to,  and  the  British  Government 
is  bound  to  grant,  their  immediate  and  complele 
release.  It  acquired  them  only  as  the  spoils  of 
unlawful  violence ;  how  then  can  it  retaio  them 
as  the  fruits  of  lawful  war?  Its  right  of  control 
over  them  can  only  arise  from  the  lawfulness  of 
their  detention ;  but  that  which  was  unlawfally 
taken  cannot  be  rightfully  held ;  and  to  acknowl- 
edge the  pretension  to  such  control  as  their  I^ord- 
ships'  purpose  implies,  would  be  to  legitimattse 
the  act  by  which  they  came  into  their  power. 
The  British  Qovernmeot  disclaims  ail  right  and 
all  intention  to  take  them,  and  this  disavowal  it 
an  acknowledgment  of  its  obligation  to  restore 
them  to  the  same  condition,  and  to  the  same  free- 
dom, from  which  they  were  taken.    Upon  what 
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groaod  is  it,  then,  that  theyr  are  to  be  treated  at 
prisoners  of  war  ?  Not  many  years  hare  elapsed 
since  all  Earope  resounded  with  the  complaints 
of  Great  Britam  against  France,  for  retaining,  as 
prisonersof  waiysertain  British  subjects,  wholhay- 
ing  entered  the  French  territories,  in  time  of  peace, 
were  found  there  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war. 
But,  if  that  were  regarded  in  England  as  an  out- 
rage, what  will  be  thought  of  this  detention,  as 
prisoners  of  war.  of  American  seamen,  who,  bar- 
ing been  wronffiuUy  taken  on  the  high  seas,  and 
forcibly  carried  into  the  British  serrice,  in  time 
of  peace,  are  found  therein  at  the  breaking  out  of 
a  war,  doing  her  service,  and  fighting  her  battles  ? 
The  conduct  of  France  was  attempted  to  be  jus- 
tified by  certain  acts  of  England,  which  were 
alleged  to  be  equally  contrary  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions. But  what  justification,  what  excuse,  can 
be  set  up  for  this  conduct  of  Great  Britain  to- 
wards the  impressed  American  seamen  ?  What 
infraction  of  the  law  of  nations,  what  riolenee  or 
injustice  exercised  towards  British  subjects,  or 
wnat  outrage  is  this  cruel  act  to  retaliate  ?  It 
cannot  be  the  free  and  spontaneous  permission 
gtTen  by  the  United  States,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war^  for  every  British  subject,  of  ever]r  class 
and  description,  found  within  their  territories,  or 
in  their  power,  to  return  to  his  country,  that  this 
imprisonment  of  American  seamen  is  to  requite. 
Andy  surely,  this  cannot  be  the  indemnification 
which  Great  Britain  ofiers  these  unfortunate  men 
for  the  wrongs  which  she  has  inflicted  on  them, 
or  the  reward  which  she  bestows  for  the  service 
she  has  received  at  their  hands. 

'*  To  the  unqualified  prohibition  of  all  corres- 
pondence -between  myself  and  the  impressed 
Americaa  seamen  in  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
fleet,  80  unreservedly  stated  in  the  letter  of  their 
Lordahips'  secretary  of  the  6th  instant,  I  must 
conform,  whatever  may  be  my  sentiments  and 
feelings  respecting  it.  The  situation  in  which 
theee  unfortunate  men  and  myself  stood  towards 
each  other,  appeared  not  only  to  invite,  but  to 
authorize  a  communication  between  us.  On  their 
part,  the  object  of  this  correspondence  was  to  ob- 
tain infotmatioA  and  counsel  as  to  the  proper 
manner  of  conducting  themselves  under  circum- 
stances the  most  difficult,  and  on  an  occasion  the 
most  important  and  solemn,  namely,  how  to  act 
while  forcibly  held  to  service  in  ships  of  war  be- 
longing to  a  State  engaged  in  actual  hostilities 
against  their  country — ^a  situation  which  their 
own  ffood  sense  and  proper  feelings  taught  them 
was  alike  incompatible  with  their  rights  and  their 
duties.  My  part  has  been,  after  having  waited 
five  months,  m  vain,  for  a  communication  of  their 
Lordships'  intentions,  to  recommend  them,  since 
there  appeared  no  means  of  obtaining  their  re- 
,  lease,  to  give  themselves  up  as  prisoners  of  war — 
I  an  evil  comparatively  light  to  that  which  they 
suffer.  In  other  instances,  their  letters  have  re- 
I  lated  the  rejection  of  their  offer,  and  the  threats 
,     of  punishment,  and  all  contain  complaints  of  the 

unexampled  halrdship  of  their«shuation." 
,  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

.        A.  MoLbat,  Esq. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Robert  MoatgOBseiyy  Oonanl^ 
of  the  United  States  at  Alicante,  dated  the  4th  of 
November,  18 IS,  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

'^Herewith  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  Admiral 
Hallowell,  with  his  reply.  The  man  in  queadon 
has  declared,  under  oath,  that  he  never  aigoad 
any  article  or  agreement  whatever  to  serve  ob 
board  the  Indefatigable,  nor  any  other  Britisli 
vessel,  and  he  has  now  left  her,  losing  what  wages 
was  due  him." 


ALI04NTB,  October  83, 1812. 

Sir  :  Philips,  a  mariner  and  citizen  of  the  Uni«. 
ted  States,  as  appears  by  a  regular  protection, 
from  the  Collector  of  New  York,  informs  me 
that,  some  time  since  since^  he  engaged  himself 
on  ooard  the  transport  Indefatigable,  for  six 
months,  at  certain  wages  agreed  for;  that  he  has 
now  been  ei^ht  months  in  said  vessel,  and  de- 
mands his  discharge  and  wages,  but  the  master 
having  refused  both,  obliges  me  to  request  you 
will  inform  yourself  of  the  fact,  and  if  as  the  mari- 
ner states,  order  him  to  be  paid  off  and  discharged. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you,  4bc. 

ROBT.  MONTGOMERY. 

Bbhjamin  Hallowbll,  Esq., 

Admiral  Royal  Navy  Great  Briiaiin, 

Admiral  Hallowell  to  Mr.  Montgomery. 

H.  M.'8  Ship  Malta,  (Alicante  Bay,) 

.  October  26, 1813, 
Sib:  I  find  upon  inquiry  that  there  is  on  board 
the  Indefatigable  transport,  the  man  mentioned 
in  your  letter  of  the  2da.  As  there  is  no  objee* 
tion  to  a  foreigner  going  in  the  station  of  mariner, 
on  board  a  vessel  of  that  description,  and  as  he 
has  signed  articles  of  agreement  to  serve  on  board 
the  Indefatigable,  I  shall  not  molest  him  while 
he  continues  in  bier;  but  the  moment  he  gets  hia 
discharge,  I  shall  deem  it  my  duty  to  take  hold  of 
him,  and  put  him  in  confinement,  as  a  prisoner 
of  war.    1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe^ 
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CompuUory  eereke  of  impressed  Americane  on 
board  British  shipB  ofv)ar. 

I,  Beekman  Yerplanck  Hoffman,  of  the  town 
of  Poughkeepsie,  do  certify,  that  I  am  a  Lieuten* 
ant  in  the  United  States'  Navj;  that  I  was  a 
Lieutenant  on  board  the  Constitution  frigate  in 
the  action  and  capture  of  the  Guerriere;  that 
after  her  surrender,  I  was  sent  on  board;  and 
after  taking  out  the  crew, .fired  and  blew  up  the 
ship;  that  eight  impressed  American  seamen 
were  among  the  crew  of  the  Guerriere,  who  were 
liberated  at  Boston.  I  was  also  on  board  the 
Constitution,  in  the  action  and  capture  of  the 
Java,  and  was  sent  on  board  that  vessel,  and  after 
the  crew  were  removed,  set  her  on  fire  and  blew 
her  up.  Amon|[  the  orew  of  the  Java,  thirteen 
impressed  American  seamen  were  found,  three  of 
whom  had  entered  the  British  service,  and  were 
left,  the  other  ten  were  liberated  as  Americans. 

B.  V.  HOFFMAN. 

PovGBKBBPSiB,  April  16, 1813. 
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DtTTOBBSS  COUHTT,  «f  .* 

Kichard  Thompson,  being  sworn,  saith,  that  he 
is  a  native  of  NewPaitz,  opposite  Pooghkeepsie ; 
that  he  sailed  from  Wiimmgton,  about  the  28th 
of  April.  1810,  on  board  the  brig  Warren,  Wil- 
liam Kellj,  Captain,  for  Cork.  On  the  home- 
ward pasnge,  m  September  following,  he  was 
impressed  and  taken  on  board  the  Peaeoek,  a 
British  sloop-of-war,  and  compelled  to  do  daty. 
That,  while  on  board  that  vessel,  he  made  many 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  write  to  hb  friends  to 
inform  them  of  his  situation.  He  further  saith, 
that,  after  he  had  heard  of  the  war,  himself  and 
two  other  impressed  American  seamen,  who  were 
on  board  the  Peacock,  went  aft  to  the  Captain, 
and  claimed  to  be  considered  as  American  prison- 
ers of  war,  and  refused  to  do  duty  any  longer. 
They  were  ordered  off  the  quarter  deck,  and  the 
Captain  called  for  the  master-at-arms,  and  ordered 
us  to  be  put  in  irons ;  we  were  then  kept  in  irons 
about  twenty-four  hours,  when  we  were  taken 
out,  brought  to  the  gangway,  stripped  of  our 
clothes,  tied  and  whipped,  each  one  dozen  and  a 
half  lashes,  and  put  to  duty. 

He  further  saith,  that  he  was  kept  on  board  the 
Peacock,  and  did  duty,  till  the  action  with  the 
Hornet;  after  the  Hornet  hoisted  American  colors, 
he,  and  the  other  impressed  Americans,  again 
went  to  the  Captain  or  the  Peacock,  asked  to  be 
sent  below,  said  it  was  an  American  ship,  and 
that  they  did  not  wish  to  fight  against  their  coun- 
try. The  Captain  ordered  us  to  our  quarters; 
called  Midshipman  Stone  to  do  his  duty  ;  and  if 
we  did  not  do  our  duty,  to  blow  our  brains  out. 
"  Av,  ay !"  was  answered  by  Stone,  who  then 
held  a  pistol  at  my  head,  and  ordered  us  to  our 
places.  We  then  continued  at  our  pieces,  and 
were  compelled  to  fight  till  the  Peacock  struck ; 
and  we  were  liberated  after  an  impressment  of 
about  two  years  and  eight  months. 

his 
RICHARD  +  THOMPSON, 
mark 

Read  over  and  signed  in  presence  of 

JOSEPH  HARRIS, 
JOHN  S.  FRBAR. 

PouasKfifiPBiB,  April  17, 1813. 


DOTCBISS  CODNTT,  M  .* 

James  Tompkins,  being  sworn,  aaith,  that  he 
is  a  native  of  Ulster  county,  opposite  Poughkeep- 
aie ;  that  he  sailed  out  of  New  York,  in  the  month 
of  April,  1812,  in  the  ship  Minerva,  bound  to  Ire- 
land ;  that,  on  her  homeward  bound  passage,  in 
July  after,  this  deponent,  with  three  other  Ameri- 
can seamen,  Samuel  Davis,  William  Young,  and 
John  Brown,  were  impressed  and  taken  on  board 
the  British  ship  Acteon,  David  Smith,  Captain. 
We  were  taken  on  Saturday  evening ;  on  Mon- 
day morning  we  were  brought  to  the  gangway, 
and  informed  that  we  must  enter  on  board  the 
ship  and  live  as  other  seamen,  or  we  should  liv« 
on  oatmeal  and  water  and  receive  five  dozen 
lashes.   Thi*  deponent  says,  himself  aod  the  otber 


three  impressed  with  him,  did  refuse  to  ester, 
and  each  of  them  were  then  whipped  five  dozen 
lashes.  On  Wednesday  following,  we  were  again 
all  brought  up  and  had  the  same  offer  made  Xa 
us,  to  enter,  which  we  refused,  and  we  were  again 
whipped  four  dozen  lashes,  each.  On  Satnniay 
after,  the  like  offer  was  made  to  us,  and  on  our 
refusal  we  were  again  whipped  three  dozen  lashes. 
On  Monday  following,  still  refusing  to  enter,  we 
were  again  whipped  two  dozen,  each.  On  Wed- 
nesday following,  we  were  a^n  whipped  one 
dozen  each,  and  ordered  to  be  taken  below,  and 
put  in  irons  till  we  did  enter;  and  the  Captain 
said  he  would  punish  the  damned  Yankee  raacali 
till  they  did  enter.  We  were  then  put  in  irons, 
and  laid  in  irons  three  months.  During  the  time 
of  our  impressment  the  ship  had  an  action,  and 
captured  a  French  ship.  Before  this  action  we 
were  taken  out  of  irons  and  asked  to  ^htj  bat 
we  refused ;  and  after  the  action  we  were  a^;ain 
ironed,  where  we  remained  till  the  ship  arrived 
at  London.  After  arriving  there  we  first  beard 
of  the  war  with  America,  and  that  the  Gruerriere 
was  taken.  This  deponent  took  his  sbirt,  and 
Samuel  Davis  and  William  Young  took  their 
handkerchiefs,  made  stripes  and  stars  for  the 
American  colors,  and  hung  it  over  a  ran,  and 
gave  three  cheers- for  the  victory.  The  next 
morninff  at  six  o'clock  we  were  brought  up  and 
whipped,  two  dozen  lashes  each,  for  huzzaing  for 
the  Yankee  flag.  Shortly  after  this,  we  were  all 
released  by  the  assistance  of  the  American  Oob- 
sttl  and  Captain  Hall,  who  knew  us. 

This  deponent  further  saith,  that  all  bad  pro- 
tections, and  showed  them,  and  claimed  to  be 
Americans,  at  the  time  they  were  impf^ssed. 

JAMBS  TOMPKINS. 

Sworn  before  me  this  17th  day  of  April,  1813; 
at  which  time  the  said  James  Tompkins  shoved 
me  his  wrists,  which,  at  his  request,  I  examiae^ 
and  there  appeared  to  be  marks  on  both  of  them, 
occasioned,  as  I  suppose,  from  his  having  been 
in  irons. 

WM.  W.  BOGARDUS, 
Juitice  cf  the  Peaoc 
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VioUUion  of  Flag9  of  Truce, 

MoNTREix  Pbison,  May  6, 1613: 

Sib:  I  am  an  unfortunate  American,  who  was 
taken  by  the  Indians  on  my  way  to  Maideo,  witb 
a  flag  of  truce,  from  Oeneral  Harrison,  on  the 
night  of  the  31st  of  January,  and  after  a  variety 
of  indignities,  too  tedious  to  mention,  I  was 
brought  here,  and  put  in  the  dungeon  for  thirty* 
three  days,  and  have  been  up  on  the  centre  floors 
week.  I  wish  to  see, you,  if  possible,  and  hare 
your  advice,  d%.    In  haste,  yours,  dbc, 

SAML.  McKBBHAN, 
Surgeon^e  MaU^  2d  Reg.  2d  Brig. 

Okio 
Lieutenant  Dudlbt. 
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MoHTBBAL  Pbison,  Mny  9. 1813. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  Sir  Qeorge's  Aid  came  and  in- 
formed me  that  the  nature  of  my  confinement 
bad  been  contrary  to  his  orders,  and  Colonel  Letb- 
bridge  was  required  to  restore  me  my  liberty.  I 
was  also  informed  that  you  and  myself  would, 
probably,  in  a  few  days^  be  sent  to  the  United 
States.  Colonel  Lethbridge  told  me  he  woold 
send  for  me  at  3  o'clock,  and  take  my  parole.  In 
less  than  one  hour,  Major  Shackleton  called,  and 
said  the  (Governor,  after  a  more  mature  conside- 
ration, had  concluded  he  could  not  let  me  have 
my  liberty  until  he  would  hear  from  General 
Proctor. 

Two  or  three  days  after  my  imprbonment, 
Major  Shackleton  told  me  that  General  Proctor 
had  promised,  with  the  next  despatches,  to  send 
all  the  papers  relating  to  my  case,  and  that  then 
I  would  have  a  hearing. 

So  you  may  see  punishment  by  torture  is  not 
yet  abolished.   If  they  had  drore  a  dagger  through 
my  heart,  my  punishment  would  hare  neen  much 
less,  and  their  compassion  much  greater. 
Yours,  dtc., 

SAMUEL  McKEEHAN. 


That  night  I  was  made  to  walk  more  than 
twenty  miles,  to  where  Captain  Elliot  was  sta- 
tioned with  a  party  of  Indians.  The  captain 
treated  me  politely,  and  sent  me  to  Colonel  Proc* 
tor.  I  was  scarcely  seated  before  the  Colonel 
began  to  exclaim  a^inst  General  Harrison ;  said 
he  had  been  used  to  fight  Indians  and  not  Brit- 
ish ;  found  fault  with  my  instructions,  and  said 
the  flag  was  only  a  pretext  to  coyer  a  bad  design. 
I  rebutted  his  insinuations  with  indignation, 
which  I  beliere  has  been  the  cause  of  all  mj 
troubles  since.  I  was  not  recognised,  in  my  offi- 
cial eharactef,  until  the  5th  of  February,  when  I 
was  informed  by  Proctor's  aid  that  I  should  at- 
tend on  the  wounded  with  Dr.  Bower,  and  that 
I  would  be  sent  to  the  United  States,  but  by  a 
different  route  from  that  which  I  came.  Doctor 
Bower  in  a  few  days  was  sent  home  and  I  de* 
tained. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  I  was  arrested,  by  order 
of  Colonel  Proctor,  and  accused  of  carrying  on  a 
private  correspondence.  On  the  8th,  without 
naving  any  trial,  ordered  to  Montreal,  and  hnr* 
ried  on  from  Fort  George,  night  and  day,  al* 


Bay 


though  thinly  clothed,  and  the  weather  rery  cold* 
Major  Shackleton  also  told  me  that  Colonel  From  Kington  to  Prescott,  I  was  made  to  eat 
iTues  waa  unauthorized  to  tell  me  what  he  did.    with  the  officers'  serrants.    This  course  of  tor- 


8.  MoK. 


Lietttenant  Dudlby. 


MoRTBBAL  Jail,  May  12, 1813.- 
Sib  :  I  am  requested  by  Doctor  McKeehan  to 
inform  yon  of  his  present  unpleasant  situation. 
He  is  at  this  time  so  unwell  as  to  be  confined  to 
his  bed,  and  has  no  chance  of  getting  anything  to 
make  hina  comfortable.  No  person  attends  here 
to  examine  our  situation ;  neither  have  we  a 
chance  to  send  out  after  any  necessaries  that  we 
want. 

I  am  confident  the  Doctor's  case  requires  some 
Tery  speedy  aid,  particularly  as  it  respects  his 
confined  situation,  lodging,  ie.  Yours,  respect- 
fuUy,  GEO.  H.  RODGERS, 

UmUd  Statu^  Army. 
Lieutenant  Duolbt. 


Doctor  McKuhofCt  Narrative^ 

Albany,  May  24, 1813. 
On  the  31st  of  January  last  I  was  ordered  by 
General  Harrison  to  proceed  to  the  rirer  Raisin,  |  ior  Watson,  Ogdensburg ;  Alexander  McGregoFi 

Balston,  who  were  kept  in  close  confinementi 


with  a  ^ag  of  truce,  and  from  thence  to  Maiden, 
if  not  stopped  by  the  Indians.  We  arrived  at  the 
foot  of  the  rapidly  of  ^^^  Miami,  at  dark,  and  not 
finding  a  company  of  rangers  as  expected,  we 
encamped  in  a  cave,  the  horse  and  carryall  be- 
fore the  door,  and  the  flag  standing  by  them. 
About  midnight  the  Indians  fired  in  upon  as, 
killed  Mr.  Lemont,  wounded  myself  in  the  foot, 
And  made  us  prisoners.  After  despatching  Mr. 
Lemont  with  uie  tomahawk,  scalping  and  strip- 
ping him.  they  seized  my  horse,  harness,  great 
coat,  blankets,  and  other  clothing,  and  one  bun- 
dred  dollars  in  gold,  which  the  General  had  sent 
to  procure  necessaries  for  the  wounded  of  Gene- 
ral Winchester's  army. 


ture  being  finished,  on  the  28th,  when  I  arrived 
in  Montreal,  and  without  being  asked  any  quesr 
tions,  or  suffered  to  ask  any  myself,  I  was  pat 
into  the  dungeon,  eight  or  ten  feet  below  the  sur- 
face of  the  ||[round,  where  I  had  neither  bed  nor 
bedding,  chnir,  bench,  or  stool ;  denied  pen,  inkj 
and  paper,  or  even  the  use  of  a  book,  for  two 
weeks.  The  only  current  of  air  that  passed 
through  my  apartment  came  through  the  bowda 
of  the  privy  i  Here  I  was  kept  thirty-three  days, 
when  I  was^  to  my  great  joy.  put  up  with  the 
American  prisoners,  and  with  tnem  permitted  to 
remain,  until  last  Monday,  when  I  was  liberated 
by  the  intercession  of  Lieutenant  Dudley,  of  the 
navy.  Colonel  Baynei^  aid  to  the  Governor, 
told  me  the  outrage  which  had  been  committea 
on  my  person  was  contrary  to  his  orders. 

1  left  fourteen  American  prisoners  in  jail,  viz: 
Georse  H.  Rodders,  United  States'  army ;  Wil* 
liam  uoUenbacK,  Onis  Hooker,  Philaster  Jones, 
Harry  Jones,  Lewis  Minor,  Zebina  Conkey,  Phi- 
ney  Conkey,  Canton;  Seth  Barnes,  Camden; 
Jared  Witheril,  John  Campbell,  Schoharie;  Ma* 


notwithstanding  Colonel  Lethbridge  and  Major 
Shackelton  had  pledged  their  words  to  Captain 
Conkey,  before  be  left  Montreal  for  Q^uebec,  that 
they  should  have  the  liberty  of  the  town  during 
the  day.  But  the  Capuin  was  scarcely  gpne^ 
when  the  pledge  was  either  forgotten  or  aisre- 
garded.  The  prisoners  now  are  not  permitted  to 
procore  such  tnings  as  their  small  stock  of  money 
would  provide.  Sometimes  they  are  half  a  day 
without  water,  and  two  or  three  days  without 
wood ;  and  if  the^  complain  they  are  cursed  and 
abused  by  the  jailer,  and  told  they  are  only  al- 
lowed a  quart  of  water  in  the  day.  I  am  re- 
quested to  represent  their  situation  to  General 
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Dearborn,  which  I  iDtend  to  do  as  toon  as  I  ar- 
lire  at  Sackett's  Harbor. 

This  is  a  sketch  of  the  iadifoities  I  haTe  had 
to  put  up  with  since  the  last  of  Janoary.  I  am, 
yout,  Ac.  SAMUEL  McK£BHAN, 

aurgewCe  Mate  2d  rtg't  Ohio  MlUia. 


To  his  Excellency  Major  General  Dearborn. 
NiAGABA  CoFFSB  H0D8E,  Jwie  4, 1813. 

Sir  :  Withoat  introdaction  or  apology.  I  beg 
leare  to  state  to  your  Excellency  that,  on  tne  31st 
of  January  last,  I  was  ordered  hj  General  Harri- 
son to  proceed  to  the  river  Raisin  with  a  fla^  of 
truce.  I  was  required,  in  mv  instructions,  if  I 
met  no  British  officer  at  that  place,  to  proceed  to 
Maiden  (if  too  areat  danger  did  not  apjpear  from 
the  savages.)  The  same  evening,  thirty-three 
miles  from  the  river  Raisin,  the  Indians  fired 
upon  us  and  killed  Mr«  Lemon  t,  (one  of  my  at- 
tendants,) wounded  myself  in  the  foot,  then  con- 
Teyed  me  to  Captain  Elliot,  who  took  me  to  the 
river  Raisin,  and  from  thence  sent  me  to  Qeneral 
Proctor,  at  headquarters,  in  Sandwich,  who  swore, 
hj  God,  that  the  flag  and  papers  which  I  gave 
him,  was  only  a  pretence  to  cover  a  dishonorable 
aerviee.  I  rebutted  his  insinuations  as  moder- 
ately as  my  indignant  feelings  would  permit. 
General  Proctor  made  several  observations  on 
General  Harrison's  ability  as  a  commander ;  said 
he  was  used  to  fight  Indians,  but  not  British 
troops^  &c«  He  ke^  my  instructions;  did  not 
even  inform  the  senior  officer,  Ensign  Baker^  of 
the  American  prisoners,  that  he  had  a  letter  for 
him.  I  was  ordered  to  a  tavern,  under  the  charge 
of  a  French  sergeant.  I  waited  till  the  4th  of 
February  before  I  wrote  to  General  Proctor,  de- 
knanding  in  what  character  I  was  considered ; 
how  long  I  Would  be  detained,  and  the  cause  of 
my  detention. 

The  next  day  the  General's  aid  informed  me  I 
was  recognised  as  surgeon's  mate,  and  would  at- 
tend with  Doctor  Bower  on  the  American  wound- 
ed .prisoners.  On  the  12th  I  received  a  letter 
from'  General  Proctor,  in  answer  to  one  I  had 
Written  the  day  before,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy: 

Sanowioh,  February  Id,  1813. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  lUh  in- 
atant,  lam  directed  by  Colonel  Proctor, command- 
ing, to  observe,  that  you  were  sent  in  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attenoing  on  the  sick  and  wounded  of 
General  Winchester's  armv,  for  which  purpose 
yoo  are  now  detained ;  and  beg  leave  further  to 
•bcerve,  that,  in  the  execution  of  your  duty,  you 
will  render  a  most  important  service  to'  your 
country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  humble  and 
most  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  McLB AN,  A.  D.  C. 

1  continued  to  attend  the  wounded  until  the  2d 
of  March,  when  A.  D.  C.  McLean  informed  me 
me  that  I  was  accused  of  carrying  on  a  private 
correspondence,  and  that  he  was  ordered  lo  take 
me  into  custody  and  aecure  my  papers ;  which 


was  accordingly  done  in  the  moat  ancivil  maa- 
ner.  On  the  8th  of  March,  I  was  taken  \rf  a 
guard  to  Fort  C3eorge,  without  trial  or  heaiutg, 
although  I  had  written  to  General  Proctor  re- 
peatedfy,  requesting^  an  investi^tioo,  to  which  I 
received  no  answer  of  any  kind.  From  Fort 
George  I  was  sent  to  Montreal,  and  hurried  on 
night  and  day,  although  thinly  clothed  (having 
been  robbed  and  stripi:^  by  the  Indians)  and  the 
weather  very  cdd.  On  my  arrival  at  Montreal, 
I  was,  without  being  asked  any  questions,  or  per- 
mitted to  ask  any  myself,  put  into  a  dungeon  eight 
or  ten  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  groand,  in 
dark  and  solitary  confinement,  and  there  sept 
thirty-three  days,  after  which  time  I  was  put  up 
with  the  American  prisoners.  A  few  days  after 
my  elevation.  Lieutenant  Dudley  became  ac- 
quainted with  my  situation,  and  nude  sticb  rep- 
resentations to  Governor  Prevost  as  induced  his 
Excellency  to  send  his  aid.  Colonel  Bayaes,  who 
said  he  was  directed  by  the  (Sovemor  to  inforaa 
me  that  the  outrage  which  had  been  committed 
on  my  person  was  contrarv  to  his  orders,  and  told 
Colonel  Lethbridge  to  take  my  parole  and  libe- 
rate me  immediately.  The  Colonel,  not  having 
materials  for  writing  at  hand,  said  he  wooM  send 
for  me  at  three  o'clock.  In  less  than  one  hour, 
the  town  major  came,  and  informed  me  that  the 
Governor,  on  more  mature  censideratioB,  thovht 
he  could  not  liberate  me  until  he  got  despatches 
from  General  Proctor.  On  the  17th  May,  e^t 
or  ten  days  after,  I  was  taken  from  prison,  and, 
in  company  with  Lieutenant  Dudley,  sent  to  tlie 
United  States.  I  may  here  obaerve,  thai  Ike 
apartment  in  which  I  wasconfined  did  aoteontaui 
either  chair,  bench,  or  stool,  or  any  bedding  what* 
ever^  for  the  space  of  two  weeks.  Fresh  beef  waa 
furnuhed,  but  no  salL  I  was  denied  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  and  treated  uniformly  with  the  utaiost 
contempt  by  the  sergeant,  whom  I  had  the  honor 
of  seeing  once  every  day  for  a  few  miniite&  By 
the  request  of  fourteen  American  prisoners,  now 
in  Montreal^  jail)  whose  names  are  hereunto  an- 
nexed, I  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  Excellency, 
that  they  are  kept  in  close  confinement,  sometiaes 
half  a  day  without  water,  and  fre<)uently  two  or 
three  days  without  wood  to  cook  with ;  and  when 
thejr  complained,  the  jailer's  corses  were  freely 
lavished  upon  them.  They  have  not  the  privi- 
lege of  procuring  some  little  necessaries,  which 
the  benevolence  of  some  humane  persons  enaUed 
them  to  do  by  giving  them  a  little  money.  Bit 
Gteorge  Prevost  has  told  them  that  their  confiae- 
ment  is  owing  to  the  bad  faith  of  their  owa  Gov* 
emment,  dbc. 

I  would  have  stated  to  your  Excellency  the 
knowledge  I  had,  through  the  report  oi  others, 
of  the  outrages  and  cruelties  exercised  on  th« 
American  prisoners  taken  at  General  Winche»> 
ter's  defeat,  but  mast  refer  your  Excellency  to 
Mr.  Ruland.  who  had  a  command  in  the  Michi' 
^n  militia  last  Summer,  and  who  was,  after  ha^ 
mg  been  dispossessed  of  all  his  property,  sent  te 
Fort  Gkorge  with  me,  who  no  douot^  had  many 
oppoitunities  of  hearing  such  things  tnumphaatfy 
spoken  of  among  British  officers  and  subjecb. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yoar  Excelleacy's  mott 
humble  and  obedient  wrTant, 

SAMUEL  McKEfiHAN. 
Surgeon's  Mate  2d  RegH  Ohio  MUitia. 

List  of  persons  left  in  Montreal  Joi/.— Gteorge 
H.  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Army,  Gaiaes  Hooker,  Jared 
Witberall,  Lewis  Minor,  Pliny  Cookey,  Win. 
Hollenback^hihister  Jones,  Mator  Watson,  John 
Campbeil,  David  Johnson,  Seth  Barns,  Danny 
Jones,  Alexander  McGregor,  Zebina  Conkey. 


Ram»omcf 


tn 


No.  6. 

^sfrom 
the  Brttisk  service. 

Bstraet  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Woodward  to  the  8eere> 

tary  of  State. 

Albany.  March  82, 1813. 

^A  few  days  previous  to  tde  31st  of  January, 
1813, 1  transmitted  some  letters  addressed  to  the 
friends  and  families  of  a  few  of  the  prisoners 
whom  we  had  been  able  to  ransom  oat  of  the 
hands  of  the  savaffes. 

''On  the  31st  of  January  I  addressed  yon  a  let- 
ter coTering  similar  information  for  twelve  other 
families." 


No.  7. 


and  destmetum  of  private  property  on 
the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  in  t?ie  neighboring 
country. 

William  Sears,  of  Talbot  county,  in  Maryland, 

states,  that  about  the day  of  April  last,  whilst 

the  British  squadron,  commanded,  as  he  under- 
stood, by  Admiral  Warren,  lay  about  Sharp's 
island,  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  he  being  on  the 
island  called  Poplar  island,  bis  place,  of  residence, 
observed  some  tenders  and  barges  coming  off  from 
the  squadron  in  a  direction  towards  the  said  island. 
The  relater  was  then  in  the  act  of  removing  his 
famiture  and  other  propertj^  from  the  island,  and 
hastened  therein  from  seeing  the  apparent  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy }  but  the  said  tenders  and 
oarges,  whilst  this  relater  was  crosssing  to  the 
main  with  his  scows  and  batleaux  laden  with  his 
property,  and  in  tow  of  his  two  schooners,  ap- 
peared suddenly  to  put  back  to  their  ships.  The 
relater  aAerwards,  in  the  afternoon  and  evening 
of  the  same  day,  made  two  other  trips  to  the 
island,  and  succeeded  in  getting;  off  all  his  bacon. 
On  the  succeeding  day,  as  this  relater  thinks  it 
was,  he  again  went  on  the  island  and  got  off  forty 
or  fifty  barrels  of  his  corn  and  some  other  articles, 
without  any  interruption  from  the  enemy.  The 
relater  havmg,  in  his  first  trip,  got  off  his  family 
and  slaves,  he  now  watched  the  movements  of 
the  enemy  from  his  farm  on  the  main.  On  Sun- 
day morning  the  *— *  he  saw  two  tenders  come 
to  at  Poplar  island  and  go  ashore  in  barges, 
and,  after  some  length  of  time,  he  saw  them  de- 
part from  the  isUnd.  The  relater,  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  last  mentioned  day,  in  company  with 
several  of  his  neighbors,  went  to  see  what  the 
enemy  had  done  on  the  island,  and  found  that 
^ey  had  injured  nothing,  nor  taken  anything 


away  except  some  cider  from  the  cellar.  The 
relater  then  took  off  with  him  as  many  of  his 
hogs  and  other  articles  as  he  could,  and  was  hur- 
ried off  by  seeing  the  enemy  put  off  from  the 
squadron  with  several  barges  in  tow  of  their  ten- 
ders. The  enemy,  on  that  evening,  took  posses- 
sion of  the  island,  and  remained  that  night  and  a 
part  of  the  next  day.  as  well  as  this  relater  reeot* 
iects;  and,  on  the  last  mentioned  day.  left  the 
island  and  followed  the  squadron,  which,  in  the 
meantime,  bad  moved  up  the  bay.  The  relater, 
seeing  this,  on  the  next  or  the  second  day  aftery 
again  went  on  the  island,  and  there  found  that  the 
enemy  had  taken  and  killed  about  thirty  head  of 
black  cattle,  eighty-six  head  of  old  sheep  and  be- 
tween twenty  ana  thirty  lambs;  that  they  had 
killed  three  hundred  breeding  sows  in  their  bedL 
whose  pigs  were  found  dead  ;  and  that  they  haa 
taken  off  almost  all  of  his  poultry,  all  he  supposes 
they  could  catch.  From  his  house  (where  he 
had  left  some  of  bis  worst  furniture)  they  took 
off  an  old  looking  glass,  worth  about  four  dollars, 
and  some  newspapers  in  a  file.  They  broke  sev- 
eral locks  and  one  door,  and  threw  many  thin^ 
about  the  house.  In  a  nouse  on  the  island,  which 
had  been  occupied  by  James  Sears,  they  broke 
his  desk  to  pieces  and  threw  about  bis  furniture 
and  other  things ;  but  the  relater  does  not  now 
recollect  that  anything  was  taken  away. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  said  William  Sears 
hath  hereunto  set  his  hand,  this  22d  day  of  June, 
1813.  WILLIAM  SEARS. 

Mabtlamd,  TYtlbot  Ckmnty,  ss: 

Be  it  remembered,  that,  on  this  22d  day  of  Janej 
1813.  William  Sears,  JBsq.,  of  Talbot  county,  per- 
sonally appears  before  me.  the  subscriber,  one  of 
the  justices  of  the  peace  or  the  State  of  Maryland, 
in  and  for  Talbot  county,  duly  commissioned  and 
qualified,  and  made  oatn  on  the  Holy  Evange- 
lists, that  the  statement  of  facts  herein  contained 
is  substantially  true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge, 
recolleetion,  and  belief. 

Sworn  before  me,        .   PETER  DENNY. 

State  of  Maryland,  Talbot  Cknmtyj  to  wit: 

I  hereby  certify,  that  Peter  Denny,  Esq.,  before 

whom  the  above  affidavit  appears  to  have  be^ 

made,  and  who  has  thereto  subscribed  his  namai 

was,  at  the  time  of  taking  and  signing  the  sami, 

and  still  is,  one  of  the  State  of  Maryland's  jaa* 

t^ces  of  the  peace,  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaidi 

duly  commissioned  and  qualified. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my 

band,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  offici^ 

[l.  8.]    this  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  Anno 

Domini  1813. 

JACOB  LOOCKERMAN, 

Clerk  Talb(a  Qmnty  Court. 

State  or  Maryland,  CecU  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscribe^, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  Frisby  Henderson,  and  made  oath 
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on  th«  Holf  EraDgelists  of  Almighty  God,  that, 
on  the  29th  dftyofApril,1813,aboat  seven  o'clock 
A.  M.,  a  coDsiderahle  British  force,  distribated 
into  thirteen  barees,  commenced  a  hostile  attack 
on  a  landing  calRd  Frenchtown,  the  property  of 
this  deponent,  in  the  county  aforesaid ;  that,  some 
days  previous  thereto,  a  battery  for  fire  ^nns  had 
been  commenced  on  the  wharf,  but  was  m  an  un- 
finished state ;  that,  on  the  approach  of  the  British 
force,  eight  or  ten  men  collected,  and  commenced 
firing  from  the  battery,  and  stopped  the  advance 
of  the  barges  for  some  time.  The  ammunition 
being  expended,  the  barges  then  came  on,  and  a 
firing  from  them  commenced  of  cannon  shot  at 
the  battery,  and  also  at  the  dwelling  houses  in 
Frenchtown.  The  British  then  landed  on  the 
wharf,  and  immediately  set  fire  to  a  new  store* 
house  on  the  wharf,  which  at  that  time  contained 
nothing  but  a  large  quantity  of  oats,  the  property 
of  this  deponent;  and  also  a  fishery  adjoining  the 
wharf  was  set  on  fire  at  the  same  time.  After 
burning  the  said  store-house  and  fisherjr,  a  force 
of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  marines  was 
marched  from  the  wharf,  through  Frenchtown, 
and  up  the  river  shore,  to  the  dwelling-house  or 
this  deponent,  and  demanded  the  way  to  the  town 
of  Eikton ;  that,  finding  the  river  must  be  crossed 
on  that  direction  to  get  to  Eikton,  the  whole  force 
retarned  to  Frenchtown,  broke  open  the  upper 
store-boase,  which  was  at  that  time  full  of  goods, 

girt  of  which  was  the  property  of  the  United 
tates,  and  the  remainder  for  different  merchants 
of  Baltimore,  to  the  amount,  probably,  of  fifty  or 
sixty  thousand  dollars ;  and  plundered  and  car- 
ried off  part  of  the  goods,  and  set  fire  to  the  house 
and  burnt  it  with  the  remainder  of  the  floods. 
.This  deponent  saith,  that,  by  the  destruction  of 
the  two  store-houses  and  fishery,  together  with 
the  oats  and  other  property  he  had  in  the  upper 
store-house,  burned  by  the  British  as  aforesaid, 
he  has  sustained  a  loss  of  about  three  thousand 
dollars. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  subscriber,  on  this  12th 
day  of  June,  1813.  ALEX.  KINKE  AD. 


Statb  of  Martland,  Cecil  Omnty: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  Cordelia  Penington,  livins  in  French- 
town,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almightj  €k>d,  that  she  saw  the  British,  on  the 
29th  of  April,  1813,  land  on  the  wharf  at  French- 
town,  andTimmediately  set  fire  to  and  burnt  the 
store-house  and  fishery.  That,  on  the  British 
breaking  open  the  upper  store-house,  this  depo- 
nent went  down  to  the  store-house,  and  solicited 
the  commanding  officer  not  to  burn  the  house;  he 
replied,  that  he  came  for  the  purpose  of  burning 
the  store-houses;  that  thev  were  public  property; 
that  this  deponent  renliea,  the  store-houses  were 
private  property,  and  belonged  to  her  brother ;  the 
officer  said  there  was  public  property  in  it,  and 
should  be  burnt,  and  ordered  the  house  set  on  fire, 
and  burnt  it  with  all  the  goods  they  did  not  carry 
nway. 


Sworn  before  me,  the  subscriber,  the  12ih  daf 
of  June,  1813. 

ALEXANDER  KINKfiAD. 


Statb  of  Martlaho,  Cedl  Omnly: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  ffobsniber, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  coantf 
aforesaid,  Delia  Penington,  and  made  oath  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists  of  Almightv  God,  that  she  saw 
the  British,  on  the  29th  of  Anril^  1813,  land  oa 
the  wharf  at  Frenchtown,  and  immediateir  set 
fire  to  and  burn  down  the  store-house  and  fisaery. 
That,  after  the  store-house  was  on  tircL  the  ma- 
rines were  marched  up  from  the  wharf;  and,  at 
the  time  of  the  planderiag  and  bomin^  the  appct 
store-house,  the  marines  were  formed  in  the  road 
opposite  her  mother's  house.  The  officer  eooft- 
manding  the  marines,  who  informed  this  depo- 
nent his  name  was  Wybourne,  said  their  orden 
were  to  bum  the  stage  stable  and  destroy  the 
stage  coaches.  Thar,  on  this  deponent's  solicitiw 
of  him  not  to  burn  the  stables  and  stages,  the  oflS- 
cer  replied,  the  question  they  genemlly  asked 
when  they  went  to  any  plaee  was,  how  they  voted 
at  the  elections,  and  inquired  of  this  deponent  it 
her  uncle,  meaning  Mr.  Henderson,  voted  for 
the  war. 

Sworn  before  me^  the  subscriber,  this  12th  day 
of  June,  1813. 

ALEXANDER  KINKEAD. 


I  do  herebv  certify,  that,  on  the  morning  of  the 
6th  of  May  last,  I  was  impressed  at  my  house  at 
Turner's  Creek^  by  the  British  forco,  as  ther 
passed  up  the  river  Sassafras  to  Frederick  and 
George  towns,  and  was  forced  to  accompany  them 
to  the  above  places.  On  our  way  up,  we  were 
met  by  two  mulatto  men  in  a  batteau.  Captain 
Byog,  fthe  name,  I  believe,  of  the  officer,)  ia 
whose  boat  I  was,  took  a  white  handkerchief, 
fastened  it  on  his  espontoon,  and  was  about  to  ea- 
ter the  batteau  with  the  negroes,  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed up  the  ri^er  to  inform  the  officer  command- 
ing there  that,  if  he  would  not  fire  opon  their 
barges,  they  would  not  destroy  the  town,  when 
he  was  ordered  by  the  Admiral  not  to  do  so,  who 
observed,  "  that  he  would  only  send  the  negroes 
with  the  message ;  that,  as  thev  were  known  to 
the  people  in  the  fort  above^  he  expected  that 
they  would  believe  what  thejr  told  them."  We 
were  then  opposite  to  Mr.  Wicke's  farm,  which  I 
think  must  be  about  a  mile  below  the  fort  The 
batteau  with  the  ne^oes  went  to  the  fort  as  di- 
rected, and  the  British  forces  soon  after  followed. 
I  was  in  the  foremost  boat,  and  continued  in  said 
boat  until  their  return  down  the  river,  after  bnra- 
ing  the  towns,  when  I  was  landed  on  Mr.  With* 
ered's  shore;  and  most  positively  declare,  that 
there  was  no  white  fiag  ever  hoisted  in  her  or  any 
of  the  other  boats,  to  my  knowledge ;  nor  did  I 
ever  hear  any  of  the  British  officers  or  privates 
say  they  had  ever  hoisted  a  flag,  or  that  one  ever 
had  been  fired  on. 

The  captain,  on  his  return  down  the  river,  de- 
clared, that  "  if  he  could  catch  Colonel  Yeazey, 
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irho  commanded  at  the  fort  above,  he  would 
quarter  him.  and  give  me  part  of  his  quarter  for 
steaks,  for  that  the  fire  be  had  received  was  one 
of  Washington's  rounds." 

I  can't  say  positivelv  what  number  of  men 
they  lost,  as  the]r  would  only  acknowledge  five 
wounded,  but  think  they  have  sustained  greater 
Lnjary. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  9th  day  of  June,  1813. 

JOHN  STAVELY. 


and  sworn  to  before— 

SAMUEL  BOTER. 


I  certify,  that  I  was  at  the  battery  on  Pearce's 
Point,  on  the  6th  of  May,  when  a  squadron  of 
British  harses  visited  Georgetown ;  that  I  had  a 
fall  riew  o7  all  the  barges  until  they  got  posses- 
sion of  the  battery  on  the  Cecil  shore,  and  that  I 
saw  no  white  flag  displayed  from  either  of  the 
bar«8. 

W.  SPENCER. 

JnzfB  9,  1813. 


Statb  of  Mabtland^  Cecil  County^  es: 

On  the  10th  day  of  June,  Anno  Domini  1813, 
personally  appeared  each  and  ever^r  person  whose 
names  are  subscribed  to  the  foregoing  certificate, 
before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  and  made  oath 
on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  that 
the  facts  detailed  in  the  foregoing  certificate  are 
true,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 
Sworn  before  H.  B.  PENINGTON. 


We,  the  undersigned,  certify  that,  on  the  6th 
of  May  last,  at  the  time  Admiral  Cockburn,  with 
a  considerable  armed  force,  attacked  and  destroy- 
ed  Frederick  and  George  towns,  on  Sassafras 
rirer,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  were  in  or  near 
the  breastwork  below  Frederic ktown,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Thomas  W.  Veazey.    From 
oar  position,  we  had  a  full  and  perfect  view  of 
the  enemy's  hostile  armament,  and  saw  nothing 
with  it,  or  preceded  or  folio wea  it,  that  indicated 
or  had  the  appearance  of  a  flag  of  truce,  according 
to  the  established  usage  of  civilized  nations. 

We  noderstand  a  mg  of  truce  to  be  a  mission 
for  a  pacific  purpose,  accompanied  by  men  with- 
out arms,  ana  unprotected  by  a  naval  or  military 
force. 

The  barges  moved  up  the  river  in  close  and 
compact  order;  the  leading  boat,  a  few  yards 
ahead  of  the  rest,  said  to  be  Admiral  Cockburn's, 
carried  a  colored  flag,  and  was  escorted  by  not 
less  than  fifteen  armed  barges,  and  full  of  armed 
men,  immediately  in  its  rear,  and  evidently  ap- 
proached in  a  menacing  manner,  and  with  hostile 
intentions. 

Given  under  our  hands,  this  10th  day  of  June, 
1813. 

Joshua  Ward,  John  Loftis, 

John  W.  Etherington,  John  Doffoy, 

Dela  F.  Heath,  John  Etherington, 

John  V.  Price,  Moses  N.  Carson, 

Henry  E.  Coalman,  H.  Dowlin.  his  z  mark, 

Samuel  Dixon,  James  S.  Price, 

Joshua  Greenwood.  Elias  See, 

Robert  H.  Maxwell,  George  Beaster. 
William  Etherington, 

We  saw  no  flag  of  any  description. 

Joseph  Davis,  J.  Conly,  his  x  mark, 

William  Roberts,  N. T.Franks, his x mark, 

Dormer  Oakes,  Joshua  Haffington, 
M.Kendrick,hui x mark,  N.  Farrow,  his  x  matk* 


I  do  hereby  certify,  that  I  was  at  the  breastwork 
near  Frederiektown,  on  the  6th  ultimo,  when  the 
British  came  up  the' river  in  their  barges,  and  that 
I  did  not  see  a  flag  of  truce,  nor  do  1  believe  that 
the  commanding  ofilcer  at  the  breastwork  knew 
or  supposed  there  was  any  such  thing  in  or 
among  the  barges.  As  witness  my  hand,  this 
12th  day  of  June,  1813. 

JAMES  SCANLAN. 

Sworn  to  before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  Cecil  county,  and  State  of  Maryland, 
the  day  and  year  above  mentioned. 

H.  B.  PENINGTON. 

The  deposition  of  Richard  Bsmaby,  of  Fredericktown» 
in  Cecil  county,  Maryland,  aged  about  Ibrty-eight 
yean. 

Being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that,  on 
the  morning  of  the  5th  of  May,  after  the  engage- 
ment took  place  at  the  fort  below  this  town,  that 
he  went  a  short  distance  out  of  town  to  see  some 
females  to  a  place  of  safety ,  and,  on  his  return,  he 
met  about  twenty  of  the  British  troops  armed, 
commanded  by  an  officer,  who  observed,  on  meet* 
ing  of  him,  here  is  one  of  the  damned  rascals  from 
the  fort ;  and  then  inquired  where  the  damned 
rascals  which  were  at  the  fort  had  run  to,  and 
ordered  him  to  go  with  him  and  show  them  to 
him.  The  deponent  observing  he  did  not  know 
where  they  were,  the  officer  swore  he  was  a  liar, 
and  drew  his  sword,  and  threatened  to  kill  him ; 
one  of  the  men  presented  a  bayonet,  and  another 
drew  a  dirk,  and  swore  if  he  did  not  go  he  would 
run  it  through  him.  He  afterwards  went  with 
them  as  far  as  Captain  Francis  B.  Chandler's 
house,  at  which  time  Francis  B.  Chandler  was 
going  towards  his  house ;  and,  on  their  hearing 
some  person  call  him  captain,  the  officer  ordered 
his  men  to  take  him ;  the  Admiral  coming  up  at 
the  time,  inquired  the  reason  that  house  was  set 
on  fire.  Afterwards,  this  deponent  returned  to 
his  own  house  with  the  Admiral,  and  requested 
of  him  not  to  have  it  set  on  fire.  The  Admiral 
promised  it  should  not  be  burnt  if  he  would  fur^ 
nish  him  with  thirty  fowls,  which  he  promised 
he  would  do.  He  furnished  them  with  about 
thirteen  fowls.  They  then  took  away  and  de- 
stroyed nearly  the  whole  of  his  furniture  which 
was  in  the  house,  and  his  provisions,  and  left  him 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  12th  June,  1813. 

RICHARD  BARNABY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  Cecil  county,  the  day  and  year 
above  written.  H.  B.  PENINGTON. 
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The  depontion  of  Fiuneu  B.  Chandler,  of  Frederick- 
town,  Cecil  ooanty,  Maryland,  aged  about  thirty- 
nine  yean. 

Being  daly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that,  oo 
the  moroiog  of  the  6lh  of  May  last,  just  as  he  re- 
turned from  the  fort,  he  was  standing  near  his 
hoase,  and  saw  a  British  party,  consisting  of 
about  fifty  persons,  armed  and  headed  by  an  offi- 
cer, said  to  be  a  post  captain,  running  up  to  his 
house ;  that  he,  this  deponent,  stepped  upon  the 
steps  of  the  house,  and  requested  the  officer  not 
to  enter ;  that  he  caught  him  by  the  breast,  and 
oaUed  him  a  damned  rascal,  and  pulled  him  from 
off  the  steps,  and  then  entered  the  house,  with  the 
whole  of  the  party,  and  gare  three  cheers,  and 
ordered  the  men  to  go  to  work,  and  called  for  fire; 
that  they  immediately  commenced  cutting  the 
staircase,  window-sash,  and  breaking  the  glass, 
and  set  tne  house  on  fire  in  three  places ;  that,  at 
this  time,  Admiral  Cockburn  arrived,  and  he,  this 
deponent,  begged  him  to  hft¥e  the  fire  put  out 
until  he  would  reason  the  case  with  him,  and  the 
Admiral  asked  him  what  he  could  do ;  if  he  could 
furnish  thirty  bullocks  in  half  an  hour;  that  if  he 
could  not,  the  house  should  be  burnt;  and  asked 
him  if  he  would  try  to  get  them ;  and  upon  this 
deponent  replying  in  the  affirmative,  ordered  the 
fire  to  be  put  out  for  the  present;  that  he,  this 
deponent,  got  upon  his  horse,  and  rode  about  half 
a  mile,  when  he  fell  in  with  Colonel  Yeazey,  and 
informed  him  what  he  was  after ;  and  that  the 
Colonel  told  him  to  go  back  and  inform  the  Ad- 
miral that  he  should  not  have  them ;  that  he  re- 
turned and  informed  the  Admiral  of  it,  who  then 
i^ked  him  what  else  he  could  do ;  and  if  he  had 
a  £Ood  deal  of  poultry ;  and  upon  replying  yea, 
told  him  he  must  have  it,  and  ordered  his  men  to 
catch  it ;  which  was  done,  and  carried  off;  that 
then,  by  the  ^reat  persuasion  and  entreaty  of  this 
deponent's  wife  and  sister,  the  house  was  ordered 
not  to  be  burnt ;  but  the  sister  of  this  deponent 
was  much  abused  by  one  of  their  inferior  officers, 
for  her  exertions  in  endeavoring  to  save  the  prop- 
erty ;  that  this  deponent  had  his  warehouse  burnt 
by  them,  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  goods  in 
it,  and  that  he  himself  was  a  prisoner  with  them 
for  about  three  hours. 

Given  under  my  band,  this  12th  June,  1813. 
FRANCIS  B.  CHANDLER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  Cecil  county,  the  day  and  year 
above  written. 

H.  B.  PENINGTON. 


On  this  12th  day  of  June,  1813,  personally  ap- 
peared Jonathan  Qreenwood,  ased  thirty  y^ears, 
and  being  first  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almi|;hty  God,  did  declare,  and  say :  that,  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th  of  May  last,  upon  the  landing 
of  the  British  forces  at  Fredericktown,  where  this 
deponent  resides,  an  officer  and  two  sailors  came 
to  said  deponent's  house,  and  swore  that,  if  they 
had  not  found  him  without  arms,  they  would  have 
thrust  him  through  with  their  bajronets ;  thev  then 
retired,  fell  in  with  some  other  forces,  which  soon 


after  came  to  deponent's  house,  broke  it  opea,  cook 
whatever  they  conveniently  could  carry  away,  and 
destroyed  the  rest,  with  their  cutlasses  and  dirks, 
and  burned  it,  with  his  dwelling-house,  store- 
house, and  kitchen.  The  officers  appeared  to  be 
most  active  *  in  the  destruction  of  bis  property. 
The  houses  in  the  town  were,  soon  after,  gener- 
ally, set  on  fire  and  destroyed. 

JONATHAN  GREENWOOD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  before  me,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  Cecil  county,  oo  the  day  and  year 
above  written.  H.  B.  PENINGTON. 


The  depontion  of  Captain  J<^n  Alien,  of  Frederick- 
towiv  Cecil  county,  Maryland,  aged  abont  6itj<mB 
yean* 

Being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saiih,  that,  oa 
the  morning  of  the  6th  May  last  when  the  Orn- 
ish forces  landed,  on  the  beach  of  Fredericktown, 
and  marched  up  throoffh  the  streets,  they  fell  in 
with  this  deponent  at  nis  brother  James  Allen's 
house.  The  troops  were  headed  by  their  com* 
manding  officer,  (Admiral  Cockburn,  as  this  de- 
ponent was  informed  by  one  of  the  men,)  and 
observed,  who  the  damnation  are  these  that  ke^ 
such  a  firing  upon  iis-<-are  they  regnlars  ?  This 
deponent  answered  no,  they  were  militia ;  he  ihea 
asked  where  they  were  gone,  and  was  told  he  did 
not  know ;  he  then  asked,  where  are  all  the  OMa 
of  the  town  ?  and  was  informed  they  were  moved 
out;  he  said  he  had  sent  word  to  uie  shore  that, 
if  he  was  not  fired  upon,  he  would  not  destroy 
any  property,  and  turned  round  and  observed,  to 
a  black  boy  standing  by,  you  black  son-of-a-hitek 
was  one  of  the  persons  I  sent  word  by ;  which  tha 
boy  denied.  He  then  ordered  the  men  to  go  oa 
and  burn  and  destroy,  which  they  execoled  with 
fidelity.  This  deponent  then  begged  the  Admiiil 
to  spare  his  house,  (meaning  the  house  of  Jaoia 
Allen,)  as  his  brother's  wife  was  confined  upstain^ 
in  a  very  delicate  situation,  with  an  infant  only 
two  davs  old.  He  then  ordered  her  to  be  cleared 
out ;  Mrs.  McDonnah,  his  wife's  mother,  rmi  oat, 
clasping  her  hands,  and  begged  for  Gk)d's  sake  to 
spare  her  child,  for  if  she  was  remoTed  her  life 
would  be  lost.  He  then  ordered,  spare  this  faoasa^ 
He  now  marched  ofi*  after  the  men  that  had  been 
gone  for  some  little  time,  and  shortly  after  retoraei 
on  horseback.  This  deponent  then  reqaested  the 
Admiral  to  spare  him  one  house,  that  he  might 
collect  his  family  together  in,  after  it  should  please 
Providence  to  restore  peace  between  the  two  aa** 
tions.  He  then  directed  this  deponent  to  gtt  bim 
some  fowls,  who  informed  him  he  had  none;  he 
damned  him,  and  asked  if  he  could  not  gee  theio, 
and  was  told  no ;  immediately  afterwards  a  fire  wis 
made  in  the  storehouse,  and  coosmned.  While 
George  and  Frederick  towns  were  in  flames,  the 
Admiral,  in  the  presence  of  this  deponent,  ob- 
served to  his  officers,  well,  my  lads,  this  ioaks 
well  i  to  which  no  reply  was  made,  and  he  or- 
dered all  hands  on  board  of  the  boats.  That  tUi 
deponent  saw  the  British,  two-and-a-half  miles  o(^ 
coming  up,  and  saw  no  sag  of  truc^  or  anythtiv 
like  it.    That  this  deponent  was  of  opinion  the 
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defeoee  nade  Vf  Colonel  Veazey,  and  the  men 
nnder  bis  coiDmand,  was  such  as  to  entitle  them 
to  maeh  credit^  and  jostified  by  every  eircum- 
Stan 08  within  his  knowledge;  though  himself  and 
brother  are  snfferers  to  nearly  one-half  of  the  prop- 
erty in  Predericktown.  JOHN  ALLEN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  before  me,  this  12th 
day  of  June,  1813,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Cecil 
county.  H.  B.  PENINGTON. 


The  deposition  of  Joshaa  Ward,  Hying  about  one  mile 
from  Fredericktown,  in  Cecil  county,  aged  ibrty-fbur. 

Being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that,  from 
the  best  information  he  could  obtain,  from  those 

eirsMis  that  were  left  at  his  house,  that  a  party  of 
ritish,  consisting  of  between  thirty  and  forty 
men,  commanded  by  an  officer,  said  to  be  a  post 
captain,  on  the  6th  of  May  last,  went  to  his  house, 
and  immediately  placed  a  guard  around  it,inqairea 

Sarticularly  for  him,  and  searched  everv  part  of  the 
oiise,  swearing  they  would  sacrifice  htm ;  being 
disappointed  in  finding  me.  they  then  began  to 
destroy  the  tables,  chairs,  looking  glasses,  dbc. ; 
when  they  had  completed  the  destruction  of  soch 
furniture  as  they  could  not  take  ofif  with  them,  the 
officer  himself  took  down  a  pair  of  handsome  look- 
ing glasses,  and  others  of  the  party  took  as  much 
or  the  best  bedding,  clothing,  plate,  window  cur- 
tains, dbc.,  as  thev  could  conveniently  carry  with 
them^  my  little  ooy's  clothes  they  carried  off  on 
the  point  of  their  bayonets ;  before  they  left  the 
housej  they  put  powder  in  every  room  below  stairs, 
an  officer  ffot  ore  himself  from  the  kitchen,  and 
had  it  kindled  in  the  4ifferent  rooms,  and  a  bed 
pot  in  the  cellar  with  a  part  of  the  broken  chairs, 
tables,  dbc.,  and  a  fire  kindled ;  they  then  left  the 
house,  bat  continued  in  the  yard  until  the  fire  was 
bursting  from  the  windows,  and  swore,  that,  if 
there  was  an  attempt  to  extinguish  the  fire,  they 
would  put  the  person  to  death ;  that  they  intended 
to  retnrn  and  bum  every  thing  on  the  farm ;  they 
fired  at  one  of  my  sons,  not  twelve  years  of  age, 
as  he  was  driving  off  a  flock  of  sheep. 

JOSHUA  WARD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  before  me,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  Cecil  connty,  Maryland,  this  14th 
Jane,  16ia  H.  B.  PENINGTON. 


The  deposition  of  Toihis  Robertson,  aged  about  thirty- 
four  years,  who  did  liye  within  about  one  ntf  e  of 
Ffodsxicktown,  Cecil  connty,  Maxyland. 

Tbie  deponent  states,  that,  on  the  morning  of 
the  6th  of  May,  he  was  at  the  breastwork  near 
Frederiektown,  at  the  time  the  British  armament 
came  up  the  Sassafras  river ;  that  he  saw  no  flag 
of  truce ;  that,  after  the  militia  were  obliged  to 
retreat,  he  returned  home,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  saw  a  party  of  the  British  coming  towards 
hie  house,  and  he  and  his  family  left  their  house, 
except  two  black  women  and  a  black  man,  who 
state  that  the  British  took  the  deponent's  house- 
hold furniture,  and  piled  it  up  in  the  yard  before 
the  house  door,  and  set  them  on  fire,  which  com- 
municated to  the  house,  and  consumed  it  also } 


the  bam,  which  stood  about  one  hundred  yards 
from  the  house,  was  set  on  fire  and  consumed. 
This  deponent  lost  all  his  household  ^oods  and 
provisions.     He  saw  Fredericktown  in  flames. 

Erevious  to  his  leaving  his  house,  which  alarmea 
imself  and  family  to  that  degree,  that  he  aban- 
doned his  boose  for  their  safety. 
Witness  my  hand, 

TOILUS  ROBERTSON. 

Sworn  and  subscfibed  to,  before  the  subscriber, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Cecil  county,  Maryland, 
this  fourteenth  day  of  June,  1813. 

H.  B.  PBNINOTON. 


The  depositioii  of  Moses  N.  Camion,  aged  about  thir^- 
two»  who  lives  within  about  one-half  mile  of  Frederidk- 
town,  in  Cecil  county,  Maiyland. 

This  deponent  states  that  he  was  at  the  breast- 
work, near  Fredericktown,  on  the  6th  of  May  las^ 
when  the  British  armament  came  up  the  Sassa- 
fras river ;  that  he  saw  no  Hag  of  truce ;  that, 
after  the  militia  were  obliged  to  vatreat,  he  re- 
turned home,  and  was  occupied  in  turninff  horses 
out  of  his  wheat  field,  when  a  party  of  the  Brit- 
ish came  to  his  house ;  he  rode  up  to  them,  ani 
they  informed  him  that  he  was  their  prisoner } 
and  on  his  observing  that  he  was  in  their  power, 
they  inquired  of  him  if  he  had  anything  to  drink, 
and  he  answering  in  the  negative,  they  told  him 
they  had  got  something  to  eat,  and  asked  him  if 
he  wanted  his  house  burnt ;  and  he  answering  in 
the  ncgmtlvo,  they  told  him  to  go  then  to  tha 
captaiin,  that  he  Was  in  the  house,  and  wpuld  set 
fire  to  it ;  and  on  his  going  towaros  the  house  he 
met  the  person  whom  they  called  the  captain, 
with  another  person  with  him,  loaded  with  his, 
this  deponent's,  bed  clothes,  a  pair  of  boots,  and  a 
number  of  other  articles,  carrying  them  towards 
his  inen,  who  were  formed  outside  the  yard ;  at 
the  time,  an  officer  on  horseback  rode  up  and  in- 
quired of  the  deponent  where  the  damned  militia 
were;  observed  to  him  that  they  had  retreated, 
pointing  at  the  same  time  towards  a  wood ;  he 
observed  he  most  burn  the  deponent's  house,  and 
on  the  deponent  expostulating  with  him,  and 
stating  the  disadvantage  he  would  labor  under, 
in  ease  his  hoiiae  was  4)urnt,  he  th^  inquired  of 
him  the  road  to  ^e  mouth  of  Elk  rivvr,  and  if  he, 
^e  officer,  could  march  his  men  there,  And  the 
deponent  ob»erred  that  his  Qovernment  would 
not  permit  him  to  ffive  him  any  instruction ;  and 
the  officer  observed  that  he  knew  that  as  well  as 
the  deponent,  but  that  he  might  trust  a  British 
officer,  and  smiled,  and  turned  his  horse,  and 
ordered  his  men  to  march,  and  they  went  off, 
without  burning  the  house  or  asking  any  more 
questions.  The  deponent  then  went  to  a  neigh- 
boring house  to  see  about  a  part  of  his  famuy, 
and  on  his  return  back  towaros  his  house,  he  was 
fired  on  by  a  party  of  the  British,  stationed  in 
the  public  road,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  from  the  deponent's  house;  he  then  re- 
treated across  the  field,  and  abandoned  his  house; 
he  saw,  after  riding  from  the  party  who  fired  on 
him,  a  patty  going  towards  his  hous^  who,  as  he 
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supposes,  destroyed,  or  took  away,  the  residue  of 
bis  household  goods,  and  broke  the  window  glass 
sash,  doors,  and  did  considerable  damage  to  his 
house.  Fredericktown  was  on  fire  about  the  time 
the  first  party  of  the  British  came  to  the  deponent's 
house.    Witness  my  hand. 

MOSES  N.  CANNON. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  before  me,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  Cecil  county,  Maryland,  this 
fourteenth  day  of  June,  1813. 

H.  B.  PENINOTON. 


SA88JLFBA8  NBCK,Osci{  Co^  Jufie  28, 1813. 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that,  being  in  the  fort  at 
Fredericktowui  on  Sassafras  rirer,  on  the  morn- 


ing of  the  6th  of  Maf  last,  wbea  t  U^ 
place  with  the  British  and  the  militii,i|t4 
command  of  Colonel  Thomu  W.  Vor^H 
tinctly  saw  the  enemy,  from  the  time  ^ 
came  in  Tiew,  and  discerned  noftif  oftai 
anything  resembling  one.  The  eBemf,ihu 
resistance,  landed,  burned  Frederiek  asdO^ 
towns,  and  destroyed  a  great  deal  of  otkp 
property.  My  house,  about  eight  milaat 
river  from  the  fort,  was  plundered  bf  dn 
their  way  down  the  river. 

JOHN  T.  mi 


Sworn  before 


H.  B.  PENINQM 
JmticeiftkPm 


VakuUitm  of  Property  deeiroyed  in 


Owners'  NsmsdS 


Gaptaia  John  Allen 


Richard  Bsmaby 
John  Bamabj 


John  H.  Brown  - 
Captain  Fn.  B.  Chandler 

Jonathan  Greenwood  « 

Mrs.  Ann  Mooie 


Joseph  Jarris 
Elisabeth  McGlannan 
James  Mitchell    - 
Motes  Cannon     - 
Toilns  Robtftson 
James  Williamton 
Joshua  Ward 


John  Ward,  sent. 


Dwelling  house,  kitchen,  and  meat  house 

Small  house 

Small    do. 

Stable  and  eaniage  house     ... 
Granaij       ....•- 


Fnmitura  and  apparel 
House  and  kitchsa 
House  and 


Wearing  apparel 

Granaiy  and  shed,  near  bank 

Granary  on  wharf 


Dwelling-house,  kitchen,  and  store  house 
Merchandise         ..... 


Dwelling  house 
Furniture,  dbc 


$1,900  00 

SCO  00 

300  00 

100  00 

1,000  00 


360N 
600i 


P09I 

tiiao 


«»oi 

(IN 


1/)00  00 


1,SS6  00 

799  37] 

1,900  00 
447  00 


Houie 

House 

DweUing  house,  kitchen,  and  meat  house 
Fumitnie,  apparel,  ftc.        ... 
Furniture,  apparel,  dec        ... 
Fnnitore^  apparel^  Ac,       ... 
Dwelling  house  and  kitchen 
Fumitore,  apparel,  dec        •       .       « 


9,600  00 
9,890  45 


Tenant's  house 


Sum  total 


1^0 
90 
HIV 

191 
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Property  destroyed  in  Georgetown, 


Owners'  names. 


inn  Bagwell 
Imith  Bagwell's  beiis 
tfaigaret  Downs  - 
)enis  I>onlevy     • 

rhomas  DoUis     - 
f  argaret  Jackson 
Lrtfanr  Nicholson's  heirs 
f  ary  Nicholson    - 
"oseph  Jarris 
krehibald  McNeiU 
fannjKcNeiU    • 
>hilipF.  Basin   - 


sabella  Faggert  • 

tobert  Usilton 

Its.  Wilson 

/ITilUam  Inland    « 

f  IS.  Fearer 

frs.  Mary  ETeritt 

aoob  Boads 

leirs  of  William  Pope 

f  is*  Btengises     - 

Lrthnr  Nicholson's  heirs 

sabella  Freeman 

Hn.  Mary  fieniy 

Elobert  Elliott 

Stepney  Congo    - 

^nn  Peare  - 

William  Jackson 

boisSpuran 

Beiis  of  Alex'r  Wiltiamson 


Species  of  property. 


Fnmitore,  dec 

Shoemaker's  shop '      . 

Dwelling  boose  and  kitchen 

Household  furniture,  apparel,  musical  instruments,  books,  pro- 
vision, &e.       ---...... 

Furniture,  apparel,  carpenter's  tools,  dee 

Houses,  furniture,  apparel,  money,  tools,  dec.         ... 

Dwelling  house,  dbc.     ........ 

Furniture,  apparel,  dec.         ....... 

Furniture,  ^>parel,  dec        ....... 

House  •-••....... 

Furniture^  apparel,  d^         ....... 

Granary fSOO  00 

Furniture,  apparel,  dee 1S8  76 


Amount 


Furniture,  apparel,  dec         ....... 

Furniture,  apparel,  dec 

Dwelling  house,  kitchen,  and  two  oui-houses         ... 
Dwelling  house,  kitchen,  stable,  and  carriage  house 
Dwelling  house,  brick,  kitchen,  stable,  and  carriage  house 
Carriage  house     ->-...... 

OM  house    - 

TaTem  house,  granary,  two  story  stable,  and  carriage  house   - 
Good  brick  dwelling  house  and  Idtchen 


Dwelling  house,  kitchen,  stable,  and  carriage  house 
Storehouse   ........ 

Dwelling  house,  kitchen,  and  stable      ... 
Dwelling  house     -....•• 

Dwelling  house  and  kitchen  -        >        .        •        • 
Dwelling  house,  kitdien,  storehoufe,  and  gvnaiy  - 
Dwelling  house  and  kitchen         .... 

Dwelling  house,  kitchen,  dsc 


Sum  total,  Georgetown    - 
Ditto       Fredericktown 

Whole  amount 


$156  00 
200  00 
150  00 

8,744  15 
110  00 

1,865  75 
360  00 
160  00 
67  13} 
MO  00 
109  87} 


438  76 

184  66 

119  60 

1,800  00 

860  00 

860  00 

80  00 

40  00 

1,000  00 

3,500  00 

300  00 

800  00 

360  00 

800  00 

160  00 

160  00 

600  00 

1,000  00 

1,600  00 


$19,756  81 
15,871  07i 


$86,686  88} 


The  withiB  is  an  inventory  of  property  burned, 
Mherwise  destroyed,  or  taken  away,  on  the  sixth 
iay  of  May  last,  by  the  British  forces  eommand- 
(d  by  Rear  Admiral  Coekbarn,  in  Frederick  and 
Qeorgetowo,  and  the  yicinitv  thereof,  situated 
on  Sassafras  rirer.  Eastern  Shore,  State  of  Ma- 
rvlaod,  taken  by  the  sobseribers,  on  oath,  when 
tney  had  a  competent  knowledge  thereof;  hot 
when  they  had  not  a  satisfactory  knowledge  of 
the  property  destroved  as  aforesaid,  schedules 
thereof  were  taken  irom  the  owners  upon  oath. 
The  subscribers  have  sufficient  reasons  to  believe, 
indeed,  that  property  to  a  very  considerable  amount 
has  been  destroyed  or  taken  away  by  the  afore* 
laid  British  forces,  from  the  abovementioned 
places,  which  they  can  obtain  no  correct  or  satis- 
factory account  oil 

JOHN  J.  COX, 
JOHN  MAXWBLL, 
JOHN  BLACKISTON. 
July  28, 1813; 


Eastern  Sbobb,  (Mn^) 

Marmoo,  July  18, 1813. 
Sir:  Multiplied  engagements  and  forgetful* 
ness,  sacceedinig  each  other,*  hare  prevented  my 
forwarding  to  yon  this  statement  of  the  depreda- 
tions committed  on  my  property  at  Sharp's  Island, 
by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  Chesapeake.  On  the 
12th  of  April,  while  I  was  in  the  act  of  removing 
my  stock,  ^.,  they  landed  upwards  of  a  hundred 
men,  and  prevented  my  removing  anything. 
They  detained  me  on  the  island  until  the  17tb, 
in  which  time  they  were  principally  engaged  ia 
getting  water.  Declarations  were  made  by  Ad- 
miral Warren  and  the  other  officers,  that  every- 
thing of  the  stock  or  grain  kind  taken  away, 
should  be  paid  for  at  a  fair  price.  Admiral  Cock- 
burn  was,  as  I  am  informed,  at  this  time  sent  up 
the  bay  with  the  advance  detachment  of  the  fleet. 
Admiral  Warren's  ship  and  a  few  tenders  only 
remained  about  the  island.  At  that  time  they 
took  twenty-eight  hogs,  four  sheep,  twelve  cattle, 
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thirteen  bashels  of  Indian  corn,  and  informed  me 
that  ther  should  allow  the  followinjir  prices  for 
them:  Hogs  $2|,  sheep  $2|,  cattle  9^3  a  piece, 
corn  $1  per  bushel.  On  my  return  to  the  island 
some  weeks  afterwards,  the  accounts  were  made 
out  to  the  amount  of  9247,  bills  on  their  Gorern- 
ment  for  the  amount,  except  about  854  in  specie. 
Before  I  returned  to  the  island  the  fleet  had  all 

gone  down  the  bay.  I  understood  from  the  in- 
abitants,  lirinff  in  sisht  of  the  island,  that  the 
enemy  had  paid  the  island  another  visit,  and  had 
made  a  general  sweep  of  the  stock.  On  my  ar- 
rival at  the  island  I  found  it  too  true.  They  had 
taken  all  my  sheep,  in  number  91 ;  siztv-five  of 
which  were  one-half  and  three-fourths  blood  me- 
rinoes,  and  one  full  blood  ram  which  cost  me  $95, 
f  eighteen  head  of  cattle,  and  about  twenty  hoi2:s. 
Toey  left  a  bill  on  their  OoTernment  for  $133, 
and  cash  to  the  amoitnt  of  $40.  They  took  all 
poultry,  shot  in  a  wanton  manner  one  of  the  finest 
Doara  which  this  country  could  produce,  and 
which  was  much  admired  by  Admiral  Warren 
for  his  uncommon  beauty  and  breed,  and  who 
forbid,  as  a  favor  to  me,  that  he  should  be  disturb- 
ed. They  bayoneted  others,  which  they  left 
wounded,  and  which  would  have  been  lost  had 
my  overseer-  not  Mived  a  part  by  killing  them. 
They  left  nothing  for  the  sheep,  only  a  promise 
of  $S  per  head.  I  have  estimated  my  loss,  aris- 
ing principally  from  this  last  visit,  at  $lj303,  as 
wul  appear  by  the  following  statement : 
18  cattle,  at  913  -  -  -  -  9234  00 
20  hogs,  at  94        -       -        -        -  80  00 

55  i  and  ^  blood  lambs,  at  $10      -  550  00 

3d  common  stock,  with  fleece,  at  96  216  00 

4  taken  at  the  first  visit,  merinoes, 

•t  910 40  00 

91,120  00 
Dednot  9^^  paid  for  the  first  four  -  10  00 


I  wait  for  the  British  €h)veroment  to  pay  m 
Add  this  to  the  amount  above  given,  muct  the 
total  lots  $1,203.    Tour  friend  and  servant 

JACOB  aiBSON. 
James  Nabb,  Esq.,  near  EcuUm. 

Talbot  Countt,  sd  : 

On  the  20th  July,  1813,  came  Jaeob  Oikaaa, 
esquire,  before  me,  one  of  the  Justices  iff  ibe  Peace 
for  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  for  Talbot  couif 
aforesaid,  and  made  oath,. on  the  Holy  Evangeh 
ists  of  Almighty  Gk)d,  that  what  is  cootained  in 
the  within  instrument  of  writing  is  jost  and  tru^ 
as  stated,  as  near  as  he  can  ascertain. 

WM.  HARRISON,  Jr. 


United  Statbs'  Frioatb  A»am% 

Mf  21,  1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  ofm, 
letter  from  Lieutenant  Reed,  giving  the  partica- 
lars  of  the  loss  of  the  schooner  Asp,  and  the  in- 
human conduct  of  the  enemy  to  her  coiaaaa&der, 
Mr.  Segoucney.  Another  letter  from  ljieuic]iaii& 
Reed,  of  the  same  date,  mentions,  that  no  pact  of 
the  enemy '«  force  were  then  above  Blaekaton^s 
Island.  He  further  states,  that,  is  thek  aitwnptt 
to  land  on  the  Virginia  shore,  they  have  beem  m- 
variahly  repulsed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  sanraat, 

a  MORRIS. 

Hon.  William  Jones, 

Sec^  ff  the  Abey,  Waehingim, 


1  full  blooded  merino  ram 


Bills  and  caA  left  - 


1,110  00 
95  00 

1,205  00 
173  00 


1,032  00 
Trouble  and  expense  of  reinstating 

stock       •       -       -       -       -  100  00 


$1,132  00 


I  will  give  those  prices  to  any  person  who  will 
reinstate  the  same  number  of  stock  and  kine  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  or  deliver  them  at  any  of  my 
fiurms,  the  ram  excepted,  as  I  have  raised  others 
of  the  same  kind.  The  injjurv  done  me  by  break- 
ing up  the  flock  of  sheep  is  far  beyond  the  prices 
stated,  as  they  cannot  be  reinstated  for  several 
years.  The  destruction  of  the  ram  was  a  wanton 
outrage,  as  he  was  not  tit  to  be  eaten.  He  was 
bayoneted,  and  I  believe  left  on  the  island.  This, 
I  presume,  was  aimed  at  our  manufactures. 

There  will  be  a  loss  of  at  least  20  per  cent,  upon 
the  bills  if  sold  here,  and  probably  a  total  loss  if 


Umitbd  States'  Cutter  Scorpior, 

Potomac,  Jml^  23, 1813. 

StR :  It  is  with  much  pain  I  have  to  inform 
you  of  the  death  of  poor  Segoumey,  who  was 
killed  a  few  days  a^o,  (I  cannot  say  when,)  sal- 
lantly  defending  hu  vessel.  He  was  atcacled 
whilst  lying  in  Kinsale  creek,  by  three  launches^ 
and  after  a  gallant  contest  beat  them  off.  They, 
however,  on  gaining  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  were 
reinforced  by  two  more,  aad  again  renewed  the 
conflict.  About  this  time  Mr.  Segoumey  got 
wounded  through  the  bodjr*  The  crew,  on  see- 
ing him  fall,  having  no  omcer  capable  of  leading 
them,  jumped  overboard  and  ^ned  the  shore; 
when  the  enemv,  who  by  tins  tine  succeeded  in 

fetting  on  board,  finding  the  colon  still  flying  and 
iegoumey  sitting  up,  barbarously  kaocM  he 
brains  out  with  the  butt  end  of  a  musket. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  action  Mr.  Se- 
gourney,  thinking  them  too  strong  for  hioi,  ha4 
ran  the  schooner  on  shore,  in  which  situadoa  the 
enemy  found  her.  and,  not  being  able  to  get  her 
off,  set  her  on  fire.  The  militia,  however,  (who 
must  have  been  slow  in  collecting,)  by  this  lime 
got  down  and  beat  them  off,  retook  the  schooner, 
and  extinguished  the  flames.  They  have  sinee 
buried  Mr.  Segoumey  with  the  honors  of  war. 
I  have  not  heard  anything  of  the  crew. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  dbc. 

GEO.  C.  REED. 
Captain  Cha8.  Morrio, 

United  Siatet?  FrigaU  Adanm. 
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I  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Midihipman  H.  M.  McClia- 
1  tock,  dated  Kineale,  July  19th,  1813,  to  the  Secre- 
I      taiy  of  the  Navy  Department 

fi      '^  We  were  attacked  by  fire  boats ;  we  cootin- 

ued  doing  the  same  as  before,  bat  having  so  few 

men  we  were  unable  to  repel  the  enemy;  when 

they  boarded  us  they  refused  giving  any  quarter ; 

>^  there  were  upwards  of  fifty  men  on  our  decks, 

*  which  compelled  us  to  leave  the  vessel,  as  the 

^  enemy  had  possession ;  they  set  her  on  fire  and 

f-  retreated." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  TaberviUe,  Major  of  the 
Sd  brigade,  111th  regiment  of  the  Virgmla  militia, 
dated 

KiirsALB,  July  20,  1813. 

**  I  arrived  myself  at  the  place  of  capture  before 
the  colors  were  lowered,  and  am  confident  that, 
even  at  that  time,  their  numbers,  amounting  to 
between  sixtv  ana  seventy,  migbt  have  been  re- 
duced one-half  before  they  could  make  their  escape, 
could  I  have  commanded  twentv  determined 
men.  The  gallant  commandant  tell  before  the 
enemy  boarded  him.  by  a  ball  which  passed 
through  his  body,  but  continued  to  fight  to  the 
last  extremity.  When  there  were  forty  or  fifty 
of  the  enemy  on  deck,  one  of  the  schooner's  crew 
asked  for  quarter,  wnich  was  denied  him.  At 
this  instant  the  few  remaining  men  made  their 
escape  by  swimming  to  the  shore,  and  Mr.  Se- 
ffourney  was  instantly  shot  through  the  head. 
The  vessel  was  shortly  set  on  fire,  and  the  barges 
moved  off.  The  officers  fought  bravely,  and  Mr. 
McClintQck  defended  the  vessel  with  much  credit 
to  himself,  after  the  commanding  officer  was 
wounded." 

Hon.  WiLUiJi  Jokes, 

Se^ryqjfthe  Navy,  WaahingUm, 


NbwbbrNi  July  19, 1813. 

Sir:  On  Sunday  night,  the  11th  instant,  an 
English  fleet,  consisting  of  one  seventy-four,  three 
frigates,  one  brig,  and  three  schooners,  anchored 
about  one  mile  from  Ocracoek  bar;  about  day- 
break we  were  informed  of  it  at  Portsmouth,  by 
persons  from  Oemoock.  I  immediately  got  up 
and  ordered  the  cutter  to  get  underweigh,  and  run 
up  to  Newbern  and  give  the  alarm,  which  she 
did,  but  made  a  very  narrow  escape  from  the 
barges,  as  she  was  obliged  to  beat  over  the  swash 
against  wind  and  tide,  while  they  could  row  a 
straight  course.  I  believe  Admiral  Cockburn  had 
intended  to  have  visited  Newbern  for  the  purpose 
of  robbing  the  banks,  but  was  prevented  by  the  cut- 
ter making  her  escape  to  give  the  alarm.  Indeed 
he  said  such  was  his  intention,  and  was  very  much 
exasperated  because  the  barges  did  not  take  her.  I 
believe  there  were  as  many  as  twenty-five  barges 
that  crossed  the  bar,  and  I  think  there  could  not 
have  been  less  than  three  thousand  regulars,  ma- 
rines, and  sailors  in  them :  they  captured  the  pri- 
vateer brig  Anaconda,  of  New  Tori,  and  the  let- 
ter of  marque  schooner  Atlas,  of  Philadelphia, 
both  raluabie  fast-sailing  vessels;  they  then  land- 


ed on  Portsmouth  and  Ocracoek,  and  such  a  cruel 
wanton  destruction  of  property  was  scarcely  ever 
witnessed ;  they  broke  in  pieces  almost  every  spe- 
cies of  furniture,  cut  open  beds,  and  scattered  the 
feathers,  and  even  carried  their  villany  to  such 
a  length  as  to  rob  many  women  of  their  child- 
ren's clothes,  without  leaving  them  a  second  suit 
to  their  backs.  The  officers  pretended  there  should 
be  no  depredations  committed ;  and  when  com- 
plaints were  made  to  them  they  would  say. 
^' point  out  the  fellow  and  he  shall  be  corrected," 
well  knowing  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  iden- 
tify any  one  of  them  among  such  a  number  of 
strangers.  They  took  off  of  the  two  places  two 
hundred  cattle,  four  hundred  sheep,  and  sizteeBr 
hundred  fowls,  for  which  they  pretended  to  pay 
the  inhabitants,  some  of  whom  I  believe  receivdl 
more  than  compensation,  and  others  received  no* 
thing :  in  short,  they  have  ruined  almost  all  on 
the  places.  I  had  time  to  send  my  trunk,  with 
what  bonds  and  money  there  are  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  on  boara  the  cutter,  which  escaped ; 
I  also  had  time  to  bring  a  few  ot  the  most  ralua- 
bie papers  belonging  to  the  office;  it  is  well  I  did, 
for  they  destroyed  my  office  entirely,  every  paper 
in  it,  both  public  and  private ;  they  destroyed  my 
library  and  ail  other  property  of  mine  they  could 
find,  about  eight  hundred  dollars'  worth,  and  then 
sent  me  on  board  the  seventy-four,  wnere  they 
detained  me  two  days,  until  they  had  embarked 
and  ready  for  sail.  I  was  on  shore  two  days  be- 
fore they  discovered  I  was  a  public  officer ;  I  pre- 
sume thej  sent  me  on  board  to  prevent  observa- 
tion. After  they  had  kept  me  until  they  were 
ready  to  start,  they  turned  me  adrift  in  the  ocean 
in  a  small  boat  with  four  Spaniards,  not  one  of 
whom  was  acquainted  with  the  bar  more  than 
myself,  in  consequence  of  which  We  got  into  the 
breakers,  and  very  narrowly  escaped  being  all  lost* 
All  these  things  were  transacted  under  the  direc- 
tions of  the  humane  Admiral  Cockburn.  i  be- 
lieve, from  the  conversation  I  overheard,  that 
they  intend  to  visit  Beaufort,  then  Wilmington, 
ana  so  on  to  the  southward. 

My  returns  will  be  made  as  soon  as  I  can  get 
what  remain  in  some  kind  of  order. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
THOS.  S.  SINGLETON, 

Hon.  William  Jonbs,  CoUedor. 

Act^g  Sec^y  of  the  TreoMury. 


On  the  morning  of  the  3d  May,  the  day  the 
British,  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Cockburn 
made  tne  attack  on  the  town  of  Havre-de-Grace, 
on  my  return  from  the  commons  where  I  had  de- 
posited some  ammuntion,  I  observed  an  officer  on 
the  horse  of  Mr.  James  Wood  of  this  place,  a  few 
paces  in  a  Southwest  direction  of  the  church. 
At  first  sight  I  was  of  the  opinion  it  was  one  of 
our  own  officers,  which  I  thought  to  be  Adju- 
tant McKinna^  having  heard  but  a  few  moments 
before  the  voice  of  John  O'Neill  crying  out  in 
words  to  this  efiect:  "damn  it  men,  return;  we 
can  certainly  beat  the  rascals  ofi"."  I  was,  how- 
ever, deceived,  as  this  officer  was  the  person  who 
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took  O^Neill  prisoner  while  to  the  act  of  entreat- 
ing the  militia  to  return.  Not  knowing  at  the 
time  that  O'Neill  was  taken  by  him,  I  advanced 
in  a  direction  towards  the  church  on  my  way  to 
th^  magazine,  to  assist  in  carrying  off  more  am- 
munition, when  I  discovered  in  the  front  of  the 
church  a  file  of  marines.  To  the  best  of  my  rec- 
ollection I  was  then  at  a  distance  of  from  100  to 
150  yards  from  the  officer  on  horseback,  and  I 
think  about  the  same  from  three  militia  men, 
when  this  officer  (said  to  be  Lieutenant  Westfall) 
with  a,drawn  sword  in  his  hand,  it  being  the  only 
Jiag  he  carried,  cried  out  two  or  three  times — 
^will  you  surrender?"  One  of  the  militia  men 
made  answer,  but  what  it  was  I  could  not  dis- 
tinctly hear,  and  immediately  fired  on  him,  and 
it  is  said  wounded  him  in  the  hand.  Finding  it 
impossible  to  reach  the  magazine,  the  marines 
being  then  round  the  church,  which  was  contig- 
uous to  it,  I  bent  my  course  towardsjMrs.  Bears's 
tarern,  in  hopes  of  finding  some*  of  the  British 
officers  there,  and  by  entreaty  to  save  some  of  the 

Jrirate  property,  which  I  was  fearful  would  be 
estroyed.  On  reaching  Mrs.  Sears's  sign  post,  I 
found  the  first  division  of  boats  had  just  reached 
the  wharf,  and  two  large  guns  were  fired,  one  of 
which  threw  a  ball  on  the  roof  and  knocked  off 
some  shingles ;  the  firing  then  ceased,  and  two 
other  gentlemen  with  myself  advanced  on  the 
wharf  and  asked  for  the  commander  of  that  divi- 
sion of  boats.  A  person,  whom  I  supposed  to  be 
a  midshipman  from  his  appearance,  answered, 
"Captain  Lawrance  will  be  here  directly;"  he 
then  asked  a  number  of  questions,  such  as,  "  hare 
you  any  newspapers?  how  many  militia  have 
you,  and  where  are  they  stationed  f  where  is  your 
post-office?"  Ac.,  to  all  of  which  we  carefully 
avoided  giving  any  direct  answer.  Some  of  the 
barged  then  warped  up  alongside  of  the  wharf, 
when  I  thought  it  most  prudent  to  leave  them, 
being  fearful  that  I  should  be  made  a  prisoner. 
I  then  walked  up  towards  the  ferry-house,  follow- 
ed by  the  two  gentlemen  who  went  with  me  on 
the  wharf;  we  were  met  by  an  officer,  who  im- 
mediately ordered  us  back.  After  reaching  the 
lower  end  of  the  wharf,  the  midshipman  before 
mentioned  said,  ''sir,  this  is  Captain  Lawrance," 
pointing  to  the  officer;  Lawrance  then  addressed 
us  in  words  to  this  amount:  '^what  have  you  got 
to  say  for  yourselves ;  where  is  your  mayor  or 
chief  magistrate?"  He  was  told  we  had  no  mayor, 
and  that  there  was  no  magistrate  in  the  place. 
He  then  asked,  *^are  you  prepared  to  ransom  the 
town?"  I  asked  him  what  sum  he  demanded; 
he  said  about  $20,000.  We  told  him  no  such  sum 
could  be  raised.  '*  Why,  then,"  he  replied,  '*  did 
you  fire  on  us?  had  you  not  done  that,  and  hung 
t>ut  a  flag,  we  would  have  treated  you  better."  1 
then  asked  him  what  was  their  intention  in  com- 
ing, and  in  what  manner  they  would  have  acted 
had  a  flag  been  hung  out  on  their  approach  ?  To 
the  first  question  he  gave  no  answer,  but  after  a 
short  pause  observed,  ''about  one-half  the  sum 
now  demanded  would  have  been  takeiu"  He  was 
then  told,  small  as  that  mi^ht  appear  to  him,  it 
could  not  have  been  raised.    *^  Then,"  says  be, 


turning  hastily  round,  ^  in  three-qaartets  of  an 
hour  your  town  shall  be  in  flames;  yon  shall  now 
feel  the  effects  of  war."  The  said  Captain  Law 
ranee  then  went  into  the  tarern  of  Mrs.  Sean, 
and  with  two  or  three  men  brought  oat  a  bale  or 
box  of  goods,  f  which  was  said  to  hare  been  lodged 
there  the  night  before,  belonging  to  a  lady  is 
Greorgetown,)  and  placeid  it  a  few  paces  in  frootof 
the  house;  another  officer  (name  anknown)  en- 
tered afterwards,  and  brought  out  a  second  box, 
and  placed  it  near  the  first.  Captain  Lawrance 
then  turned  to  him  and  said  "  sir,  I  hare  plaocd 
a  guard  here ;  we  must  now  attend  to  other  \mar 
ness ;  we  will  see  to  this  f  pointing  to  the  goods) 
to-night."  The  order  to  nre  the  house  was  then 
given,  and  Captain  Lawrance  walked  down  street 
and  entered  the  store  of  S.  Hogg  db  Co^  the  door 
of  which  had  been  preriously  broken  open,  and  a 
few  men  were  in  the  act  of  taking  off  veartng' ap- 
parel, dbc. ;  others  had  got  to  the  connting-rooai 
desk  in  search  of  money,  scattering  the  papers, 
dbc.,  on  the  floor.  The  shameful  act  of  pUferiikg 
the  goods  was,  however,  reserred  for  the  redoubt- 
able Captain  Lawrance;  he  it  was  who  first  be- 
gan the  shameful  scene,  so  disgraceful  to  an  offi- 
cer, by  taking  down  knives,  forks,  dbc,  saying, 
''ha!  the  rery  thing  we  want;"  and,  turning 
round,  called  in  a  fresh  set  of  plunderers,  and 
said,  "boys,  here  is  fine  plunder:"  the  men  did 
not  wait  a  second  invitation,  but  set  in  with  their 
worthy  leader,  and  in  a  short  time  emptied  the 
store,  excepting  some  articles  which  were  of  little 
value. 

WM.  T.  KILLPATRICK. 

P.  S.  When  I  found  that  Captain  Lawianee 
ordered  his  men  in  the  store,  and  gare  the  order 
to  plunder,  I  remonstrated  with  him  on  the  im- 
propriety of  such  proceeding,  and  obserred,  that, 
with  civilized  nations  at  war,  private  property 
had  always  been  respected.  He  replied,  in  a  hasty 
manner, "  you  ought  to  be  more  particular  ia  yoor 
choice  of  representatives ;  you  wanted  war,  and 
you  shall  now  feel  the  effects." 

W.  T.  K. 

Sworn  to,  this  tweaty^fifth  day  of  Jane,  1813, 
before. 

ELUAH  DAYIS. 


Personally  came  James  Wood,  of  Hane  de 
Grace,  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  jas> 
tices  of  the  peace  for  Harford  country,  and  made 
oath,  according  to  law,  that,  on  Monday  momiag, 
the  3d  of  May,  1813,  betweea  daylight  and  soa- 
rise,  as  he  was  riding  in  the  town  of  Havre  de 
Qrace,  he  discorered  some  men  in  the  act  of  haul- 
ing up  the  shore  a  piece  of  artillery  that  had  been 
mounted  on  the  battery,  and  from  their  dress  and 
the  dulness  of  the  morning  he  took  theia  to  be 
Americans,  nor  did  he  discover  his  mistake  until 
he  was  taken  prisoner  and  compelled  to  dismount ; 
upon  which  the  officer  commanding  the  Britiak 
immediately  mounted  his  horse.  A  short  period 
after,  he  was  ordered  on  board  of  a  barge  in  com- 
pany with  some  other  prisoners,  which  barge  was 
moved  up  to  Mrs.  Sean's  whar^j'n  company  with 
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rthet  l»rg«6.  Some  short  time  after,  he  discoT« 
fed  a  hoQse  at  some  diataoee  from  the  water  to 
«  OD  fire,  which  excited  some  surprise,  (the  house 
lelonged  to  Mr.  John  Tucker.)  He  observed  to 
he  coxswain  of  the  boat,  there  was  a  house  on 
ife,  and  asked  him  if  he  did  not  suppose  it  to  be 
•t  OD  fire  by  a  rocket ;  he  replied,  ^  perhaps  it 
Bight."  Directly  after,  I  saw  the  British  kindling 
fire  ID  the  yard  of  Mrs.  Sears,  and  asked  them 
9t  what  Uiat  was  intended.  The  coxswain 
•swered,  "  to  set  that  house  on  fire.*'  1  then 
•ked  them,  "  why,  you  are  not  going  to  burn  the 
ailding?"  The  reply  from  an  officer  on  board 
tie  same  barge  (and  who,  I  believe,  had  not  been 
u  shore)  was,  ^  yes,  sir,  we  shall  lay  your  town  in 
sbes ;"  and  in  a  few  minutes  I  saw  a  general 
onflacration  of  the  greater  part  of  the  best  build- 
Qgs,  (uiring  the  time  I  remained  on  board,  which 
ras  antil  a  very  short  time  before  they  left  the 
laee.  I  saw  the  offioers  as  well  as  the  men  in 
nail  squads  briaging  on  board  the  barges,  as  they 
If  at  th«  wharf,  puindered  property  of  almost  every 
escription,  and  depositing  it.  Daring  the  time, 
n  officer  brought  on  board  a  large  trunk  or  box, 
nd  caliittg  to  one  of  the  men.  said,  "  I  will  give 
on  two  dollars  to  take  care  of  this  for  me ;  this 
!  my  own  plunder;  this  was  a  stase  pas$en- 
eir's  nroperty,  and  therefore  is  mine.''  He  fur- 
ler  aeclares  that  he  has  no  knowledge  of  any 
ag  of  truce  being  held  out  by  the  British,  nor  does 
o  believe  there  was  any. 

JAMES  WOOD. 

Sworn  to,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  1813, 
efore 

ELIJAH  DAVIS. 


Personally  caade  Roxaoa  Moore,  before  me,  the 
obseriber.  one  of  the  justices  of  Harford  county, 
Itate  of  fl^aryland,  and  made  oath,  according  to 
iw,  that  on  Monday  morning,  the  3d  of  May,  in 
onseqnence  of  the  firing  of  the  British  into  the 
own  of  Havre  de  Qrace.  I  fled  for  safety  (my 
lOsband  being  from  home)  into  the  cellar  of  the 
oase  in  which  I  lived ;  that,  upon  the  firing  ha  v- 
ig  stopped,  I  came  op,  and  meeting  an  officer  on 
orsebMk,  and  who  was  wounded  in  the  hand, 
applied  to  him  for  protection,  fearing  injury 
rem  some  of  the  men.  He  replied^  ^  I  will  not 
tart  you,  nor  shall  mv  men,  but  I  will  burn  your 
iQuse."  I  answered  him  that  I  cenld  not  get  out 
I  it  with  my  little  children.  He  replied,  ^  then  I 
vlll  burn  your  hoase  with  you  and  your  children 
a  it."  They  proceeded  a  little  ftirtber,  and,  after 
mvingset  fire  to  my  neighbor  Richard  Mansfield's 
•vera  hoase,  a  number  of  them  returned  and  en- 
ered  my  hooM,  and  beean  to  pillage  and  plunder, 
Phey  took  the  whole  of  my  bed  clothes,  my  own 
lothes.  and  all  my  children's  even  to  my  young- 
it  child's,  a  baby  not  two  months  old,  together 
rith  my  cradle  furnitore.  Upon  my  soliciting 
hem  to  spare  me  some  few  things,  one  replied, 
I  will  take  every  everything  I  caa,  it's  what  we 
ame  for,"  and  immediately  seized  a  shawl  from 
iiound  my  neck,  and  which  was  at  that  time 
Marly  all  the  eovering  my  liule  baby,  whom  I 
13tb  Gov.  2d  Sxss.— 73 


held  in  my  arms,  had,  and  carried  it  away ;  they 
more  than  once  put  fire  to  the  house,  but  from 
the  exertions  of  some  of  my  neighbors  it  was  as 
often  pot  out. 

She  further  declares  that  she  never  saw  any 
fiag  of  truce  held  out  by  the  British,  nor  doth  she 
believe  there  was  any. 

ROXANA  MOORE. 

Sworn  to,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  1813, 
before 

ELIJAH  DAVIS. 


Personally  came  Richard  Mansfield,  a  citizen 
of  Havre  de  Grace,  before  the  subscriber,  one  of 
the  justices  of  the  peace  for  Harford  county.  Ma- 
ryUmd,  and  made  oath  according  to  law,  that  on 
Monday  morning,  the  3d  of  May,  1813^  being  in 
bis  own  house  about  sunrise,  and  viewing  the 
British  barges  as  they  came  up  the  river,  the^ 
keeping  up  a  continual  firing  into  the  town,  until 
they  reached  Mrs.  Sears's  wharf,  being  about  two 
hundred  yards  below  this  deponent's  when  the 
firing  ceased ;  they  then  landed,  and,  as  well  as  he 
could  discover  at  the  distance  from  which  he 
stood,  immediately  launched  a  24  pounder  oo 
board  a  ferry  boat,  which  bilged  her,  as  she  began  to 
sellia  in  the  water  as  soon  as  they  moved  her  oat, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  went  down ;  during  this  time, 
two  of  the  barges  kept  moviog  slowly  up  towards 
this  deponent's,  and  as  soon  as  landed,  a  petty  offi* 
cer  ran  to  this  deponent's  ferry  boat  and  called 
out,  ^'  there  is  nothing  in  her;"  *'east  her  off,"  was 
the  reply,  which  was  instantly  done.  This  de- 
ponent and  his  son  being  at  this  time  on  the 
wharf,  discovered  a  British  officer  on  horseback 
with  several  of  his  men  at  his  heels,  making  to 
his  house,  upon  which  he  returned  and  met  them 
a  few  yards  in  front  of  his  bouse.  This  offi- 
cer, (whose  name  this  deponent  since  learned 
was  Lieutenant  Westfall,  and  who  was  wounded 
through  the  hand)  immediately  ordered  the  house 
to  be  set  on  fire.  This  deponent  remonstrated 
against  such  procedure,  urging  its  being  unpre- 
ceUented  among  civilized  nations  at  war,  to  buro 
and  destroy  private  property ;  that  when  nations 
were  at  war  all  public  property  became  iait  ob- 
jects ol'  destraetion,  Dut  chat  private  property  had 
heretofore  been  respected,  except  such  as  might 
anfortaaately  be  injured  by  the  usual  and  cus- 
tomary mode  of  warfare,  or  that  might  be  tiJ^en 
as  provisions.  His  reply  was,  ^  by  G--~d  it  shoald 
be  burnt."  This  deponent  and  a  Mr.  King,  who 
came  with  the  officer,  solicited  for  the  moveable 
property  that  was  in  the  house,  it  being  furniture, 
stating  to  him  that  that  was  this  deponent's  only 
dependence,  and  was  all  he  had.  He  replied  gen- 
erally, by  ordering  his  men  to  burn.  During  this 
conveteation  the  men  were  in  the  house  breaking 
and  destroyingevenrthing  before  them.  Mr.  King 
then  begged  the  officer  for  one  hour,  saying  that 
whatever  could  not  be  saved  in  that  time  might  go. 
The  officer's  reply  was,  *'  one  hour,  no,  by  Q-^, 
not  five  minuies;  burn  that  house."  Immedi- 
ately they  commenced,  and  had  the  dwelling 
hoose  on  fire  in  four  different  places  in  a  few 
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minutes.    This  depoDent,  together  with  Mr.  King, 
contiDued  to  solicit  for  permission  to  save  some 
furniture:  after  some  time,  Lieutenant  Westfall 
observed,  "  you   may  sare  what  yon  can,  and 
what  you  can  sare  shall  not  be  disturbed.''    Ex- 
ertions were  then  made  by  this  deponent,  his  son, 
and  Mr.  King,  to  save  from  the  devouring  flames, 
which  pioved  successful  for  a  short  thne ;  but  a 
few  minutes  convinced  us  what  little  dependence 
was  to  be  placed  on  the  word  of  a  British  officer, 
as  the  men,  aided  by  officers,  carried  off  what  had 
been,  by  great  exertions  and  considerable  risk, 
saved  from  the  flames.    The  enemy  had  been 
busily  employed  breaking,  destroying,  and  carry- 
ing away,  until  the  flames  ffot  to  such  height  as 
to  render  it  unsafe  to  go  within  the  walls.    They 
then  commenced  upon  such  property  as  this  de- 
ponent had  saved,  carrying  on  erery  portable  ar- 
ticle, until  their  barges  were  stowed;  ripping  op 
beds,  throwing  the  feathers  to  the  air,  cutting  up 
ehairs,  breaking  open  desks,  dbc.    The  officer 
who  made  the  attack  on  a  walnut  desk,  refused 
to  have  it  unlocked,  but,  after  breaking  open  the 
lid,  discovered  the  inner  door,  exultingly  exclaim- 
ed, "  ah !  I  am  used  to  such  things,"  or,  ^  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  opening  desks,"  or  some  expression 
to  that  amount,  and  immediately  broke  it  open, 
and  continued  bis  search  as  if  for  money.    After 
having  destroyed  and  carried  off  nearly  the  whole 
of  this  deponent's  property,  and  seeing  the  build- 
ings burnt  down,  thev  moved  down  to  Mrs.  Sears's 
wharf,  and  joined  the  other  barges.    This  depo- 
nent  was  then  advised  by  some  of  his  friends  to 
apply  to  some  of  the  officers  and  endeavor  to  get 
some  of  his  property  back,  which   he  did,  but 
found  such  obstacles  in  the  way  that,  after  getting 
a  looking  glass,  and  some  two  or  three  articles  of 
small  value,  he  gave  it  up ;  but  meeting  the  Ad- 
miral in  person,  he  renewed  his  application,  and 
after  some  time,  was  directed  to  go  on  board  and 
get  what  he  could ;  this  deponent  then  stated  the 
impossibility  of  succeeding  without  an  officer  to 
accompany  him.    An  officer  was  sent,  but  after 
repeated  attempts  to  get  some  of  his  propHerty,  he 
was,  from  the  abuse  and  threats  or  being  run 
through  with  a  sword  Irom  an  officer  of  marines, 
for  claiming  his  property,  compelled  to  decline 
any  further  exertions,  after  getting  another  look- 
ing glass,  and  a  few  more  very  trifling  articles. 

This  oeponent's  observations  being  confined 
to  his  own  house,  and  its  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, which  was  at  the  upper  end  of  the  village, 
he  was  not  an  eye-witness  to  their  savage-like 
conduct  generally.  One  dwellinff-house  and 
groeerv  store,  the  property  of  Mr.  George  Bar- 
toll,  which  stood  a  few  rods  below,  and  in  front 
of  this  deponent's,  he  saw  the  enemy  plundering, 
and  breaking  everything  to  pieces,  and  ending  by 
setting  it  on  fire  and  burning  it  down ;  a  number 
of  houses  were  set  on  fire  that  were  not  con- 
sumed ;  a  number  they  only  robbed  and  broke 
the  doors  and  windows;  among  the  latter  was 
the  church,  in  which  not  one  solitary  window 
was  left  whole.  During  the  tim^  this  deponent 
was  on  Mrs.  Sears's  wharf,  and  on  board  the  barges, 
he  solicited  for  the  prisoners,  citizens  of  the  townj 


to  be  set  at  liberty,  naming  those  that  be  imme^ 
diately  saw  and  knew,  among  whooi  was  Ja^mes 
Sears,  a  youth  of  about  seventeen,  and  John  O'- 
Neal, a  naturalized  Irishman,  both  of  whoa 
were,  in  a  most  positive  manner,  refused;  and, 
as  soon  as  O'Neal's  name  was  mentioned,  the 
officer,  to  whom  the  application  was  made,  re- 
plied, '*  No  !"-»swearing  he  would  have  O'Neal 
hung  if  he  could.  O'Neal  has  since  been  dis- 
charged on  parole.  This  deponent  declares  that 
he  has  no  knowledge  of  any  flac  of  truce  being 
sent  by  the  British,  nor  does  he  believe  there  was 
any. 

R.  MANSFIELD. 

Sworn  to,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  1813, 
before  ELIJAH  DAVIS. 


No.  8. 


Ma»$aart  and  burning  €f  AmerUam  ^ 
rendered  to  qfieers  </  Great  Britmn^bm  btdkau  h 
the  BritUh  eeniee — Abandonment  fftie  remmne  of 
Amerieane  kiiled  in  battle,  or  miirdered  after  tie 
surrender  to  the  British — 7%e  friHage  mnd  sAestfiy 
of  American  dtizene,  and  the  burning  of  their 
housee  after  surrender  to  the  British^  under  the 
guarantee  qf  protection. 

Extract  of  a  letter  £eom  Augutos  B.  Woodwud* 
Esquiie^  lo  Geneiml  Procter. 

DiTROiT,  #>6. 2, 1813. 

"They  [the  inhabitanu  of  Mieh4aiiJ  have 
entertained  a  constant  apprehension  that,  when 
the  American  forces  approach  the  Territory,  and 
when  an  engagement  has  taken  place,  the  fury 
of  the  savage  mind  at  the  sight  or  blood,  and  in 
reflecting  on  the  dead  they  lose,  and,  perhaps,  on 
the  retaliatory  treatment  of  prisoners,  or  of  the 
dead,  which  their  cruel  mode  of  warfare  is  al- 
ways likely  to  produce,  might  drive  them  to  as 
ignoble  revenge  on  the  prisoners  they  find  in  the 
country,  and  the  inhabitants  of  it,  who  are  Ameri- 
can citizens.  The)r,  therefore,  pressed  the  sab- 
ject  on  your  attention  previous  to  the  battle  of 
the  22d  of  January,  1813;  and  felt  satisfied  with 
your  assurance  that  you  considered  yoar  own 
honor  pledged  for  their  effectual  protectioo. 

'^  Since  the  result  of  that  battle,  facts  are  befoic 
their  faces  which  they  cannot  shot  their  eyes 
upon.  Some  of  them  are,  perhaps,  anknown  to 
yourself.  I  will  enumerate  some  which  I  believe 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  establishing  beyond 
the  reach  of  contradiction. 

'*  First.  Some  of  the  prisoners,  after  theeapit* 
ttlatien  of  the  22d  of  January,  1813,  have  been 
tomahawked  by  the  savages. 

"Second.  Some  of  the  prisoners,  after  thnt 
capitulation,  have  been  shot  by  the  savtges. 

'*  Third.  Some  of  the  prisoners,  after  that  ea* 
pitttUtion.  have  been  burnt  by  the' sa vases. 

'^Fourtn.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Tc^ 
ritory  of  Michigan,  citizens  of  the  United  Sttici 
of  America,  after  the  capitulation,  have  bea 
shot  by  the  savages. 

^*  Fifth.  The  houses  of  some  of  the  iobabilaBts 
of  the  Territory,  American  citizens,  after  the  en- 
pitnlation,  have  been  barnt  by  the  savages. 
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^'  Sixth.  Some  of  the  inhabiUots,  American 
eitizens,  after  the  capitulation,  bare  been  pillaged 
hj  the  tavages.'' 


A.  W.  McLean,  £iq.»  to  Mr.  Woodward. 

SAjvDiricH,  Feb,  9.  1813. 

Sib  :  Yon  will  have  the  goodness  to  appoint  a 
daf  for  the  purpose  of  adducing,  before  Colonel 
Proctor,  such  proofs  as  you  may  have,  to  sub- 
stantiate the  assertions  in  your  letter  to  him,  rel- 
ative to  the  slaughter  of  the  enemy's  sick  and 
wounded,  on  the  22d  of  January  last. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

A.  W.  McLBAN,  Aid-de-camp, 


Extract  of  a  letter  irom  Mr.  Woodward  to  Oeneial 

Proctor. 

Sandwich,  February  10, 1813. 

"I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  on  the  third  day 
r     of  this  month,  a  verbal  message  from  you,  com- 
municated to  me  by  Major  Muir,  requesting  me 
I     to  procure  some  evidence  of  the  massacre  of  the 
American  prisoners  on  the  23d  day  of  January 
last. 

"  I  met  with  only  a  few  persons  at  Detroit  who 

are  inhabitants  of  the  river  Raisin,  nor  was  it 

altogether  a  pleasant  task  to  those  to  relate,  in 

these  times,  the  scenes  they  have  beheld.    Some 

of  them,  however,  appeared  before  a  magistrate. 

and  I  send  you  copies  of  what  they  have  stated^ 

It  will  occur  to  you,  sir,  immediately,  that  what 

any  of  them  state  on  the  information  of  others, 

though  not  direct  evidence  in  itself,  leads  to  the 

'      source  where  it  may  be  obtained. 

'         '*In  communicating  your  message,  Major  Muir 

'     added  something  having  relation  to  American 

^     citizens  who  might  be  willing  to  take  the  oath  to 

'     the  Kin^. 

'  ^  It  will  be  obvious  to  you,  sir,  that,  in  a  state 
'     of  open  and  declared  war,  a  subject  or  citizen  of 

*  one  party  cannot  transfer  his  allegiance  to  the 
^  other  party  without  incurring  the  penalties  of 
'  treason  ;  and  while  nothing  can  excuse  his  guilt, 
^  so  neither  are  those  innocent  who  lay  temptation 
''    before  him. 

^        "  Th€  principles  adopted  by  the  United  States 

*  on  the  subject  of  expatriation  are  liberal,  but  are 
^    perfectly  inapplicable  to  a  public  enemy  in  time 

of  war. 
^        "Some  of  the  French  inhabitants  ,of  the  Ter- 
^     ritory  of  Michigan,  citizens  of  the  United  States 

of  America,  have  been  much  ur^ed  on  this  sub- 
9  ject,  and  are  apprehensive  of  being  still  further 
s     troubled. 

I  "  I  had  the  further  honor  of  receiving,  on  the 
/  8th  instant,  your  verbal  message,  by  your  aid-de- 
.'  oamp,  Mr.  McLean,  acquainting  me  that  there 
>  was  no  capitulation  on  the  22d  of  Jannary,  and 
i^  that  the  prisoners  surrendered  at  discretion. 
^  I,  therefore,  beg  pardon  for  that  mistake. 
1^  ^  The  principles,  however,  of  the  law  of  na- 
I    tioii9,  impose  an  obligation  almosteqaallystrong.'' 


No.  XXV. — THANSLATIOrC. 
TbBRITOBT  of  MiCBlGAN, 

Di^Hct  of  Detroit^  ee: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  under- 
signed, one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the 
district  of  Detroit,  Joseph  Robert,  an  inhabitant 
on  the  riv^r  aux  Raisins,  who,  being  duly  sworn 
on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  deposes  and  says,  that, 
on  the  next  day  after  the  battle  on  the  said  river 
Raisin,  a  short  time  after  sunrise,  he  saw  the  In- 
dians kill  the  American  prisoners  with  their  tom- 
ahawks, and  that  thev  shot  several^  to  wit,  three ; 
that  the  Indians  set  the  house  on  fire,  and  that,  in 
goinff  out,  the  prisoners  were  massacred  and  killed 
as  aforesaid,  that  is  to  say:  three  were  shot,  the 
others  were  killed  in  the  houses,  and  burnt  with 
the  houses.  The  Indians  burnt  first  the  house  of 
Jean  Baptiste  Jereaume,  and  aAerwards  that  of 
Ghibriel  Gbdfroy,  Jr.  The  deponent  has  been  in- 
formed that  there  were  about  forty-eight  or  forty- 
nine  prisoners  in  the  two  houses.  The  deponent 
has  seen  dead  bodies  on  the  highway  which  the 
hogs  were  tearing  and  eating.  Mr.  Brunot  told 
the  deponent  that  the  Indians  had  killed  thoae  of 
the  prisoners  who  were  least  wounded,  and  that 
the  others  were  burnt  alive. 

Antoine  Cuiellarie  and  Alexis  Saitiot,  inhabi- 
tants of  river  Ecorces,  told  the  deponent  that  two 
prisoners  had  been  burnt  in  the  bouse  of  Grand-- 
on,  on  the  river  aux  Sables.  The  deponent  has 
heard  that  the  Indians  had  torn  out  the  hearts  of 
the  prisoners,  and  had  brought  them  still  smok- 
ing into  the  houses,  but  did  not  recollect  the 
names  of  the  informants ;  he  believes,  however, 
they  were  men  worthy  of  credit. 

The  deponent  says  further,  that,  after  the  first 
action  on  the  river  Raisin,  the  Indians  fired  on 
one  named  Solo,  son-in-law  to  Stephen  Labeau, 
an  inhabitant  on  the  river  aux  Sables,  when  re- 
turning from  the  house  of  Qrandon  to  his  father- 
in-law.  On  his  arrival,  he  hallooed  to  his  father- 
in-law  to  open  the  door,  saying  that  he  was  mor- 
tally wounded.  Stephen  Labeau  opened  the 
door,  and  told  his  son-in-law  to  throw  himself  on 
his  bed ;  but  that,  in  trying  to  move,  he  fell  dead* 
An  Indian  knocked  at  the  aoor,  and  Labeau,  hav- 
ing opened  it,  received  a  ball  in  his  breast,  and 
fell  dead.  The  son  of  Labeau  made  his  escape: 
the  Indians  fired  several  shots  at  him,  which  did 
not  reach  him. 

The  deponent  says  further,  that  Baptiste  Cou- 
teur  was  killed  near  the  house  of  the  deponent, 
on  the  day  of  the  second  battle  on  the  river  Rai- 
sin, a  little  after  sunrise. 

The  deponent  says  further,  that  the  Indians 
have  often  threatened  to  burn  nis  house  and  bam, 
if  he  did  not  march  with  them  against  the  Ameri- 
cans. The  deponent  says,  that  he  is  an  Ameri- 
can citizen. 

The  deponent  says  that  several  of  his  neigh- 
bors have  told  him  that  they  have  received  the 
same  threat.  Other  settlements  have  been  threat- 
ened with  fire.  The  mills  and  houses  on  the 
river  aux  Roehes  were  burnt  in  the  month  of 
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September  lastj  after  the  capitulmtion  of  Detroit. 
And  farther  this  deponent  saith  not. 

JOSEPH  ROBERT. 
Sworn  and  sabscribed  before  me,  the  4th  Feb- 
ruary. 1813. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P. 

No.  XXVI. 

Territory  of  Michxoan, 

DUtrict  of  Detroit^  tt: 

Be  it  remembered  that,  on  this  day,  February 
the  fourth,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirteen,  personally  came  before  the  under* 
signed,  a  justKe  of  the  peace  for  the  district 
atoreaaid,  viz :  John  McDonell,  an  inhabitant  of 
tiie  city  of  Detroit,  who,  after  being  duly  sworn 
upon  the  Holy  BTangelista  of  Almighty  God,  de- 
poaetb  and  saith,  that  a  few  days  after  tlie  bat- 
tle of  the  S^d  January  last,  (at  the  rirer  Raisin,) 
he  was  personally  pres^ent  at  the  house  of  James 
May,  BUquire.  when  he  heard  the  sai4  James 
May  ask  Mr.  William  Jones,  the  acting  agent  for 
the  Indian  Department,  if  there  would  be  any 
impropriety  in  purchasing  the  prisoners  from  the 
Indians;  and  that  be  heard  the  said.  William 
Jones  say,  "that  he  thought  there  would  be  no 
impropriety  in  purchasing  them,  but  would  not 
undertake  to  authorize  any  person  to  do  so ;"  that 
in  consequence  of  which,  this  deponent  purchsed 
three  or  four  of  the  prisoners;  among  thcr  num- 

-Hi 


ber  was  one  by  the  name  of 


lamilton,  a 


private  in  the  nlentuoky  volunteers,  who  declared 
to  this  deponent,  that,  on  the  first  or  second  day 
after  the  battle  at  river  Raisin,  on  22d  January 
last,  as  he  and  some  of  his  fellow-prisoners  were 
marching  with  the  Indians  between  this  place 
and  the  river  Raisin,  they  came  up  to  where  one 
of  the  prisoners  was  burnt,  the  life  just  ezpirinff, 
and  an  Indian  kicking  the  ashes  off  his  back, 
sayin|f  ^  damned  son  of  a  bitch." 

This  deponent  also  further  deposeth,  as  afore- 
said, that  Doctor  Bowers,  a  surgeon's  mate  of 
the  Kentucky  volunteers,  who  was  purchased  by 
him  and  some  other  gentlemen,  stated  to  this 
deponent  "  that  he  was  left  to  take  care  of  the 
wounded  after  the  battle,  but  felt  rather  timid  on 
account  of  the  savages,  but  that  he  received  such 
assurances  from  Captain  or  Colonel  Elliott  of 
the  safety  of  himself  as  well  as  the  remaining 
prisoners,  he  concluded  to  stay,  as  sleighs  were 
piomised  to  be  sent  to  fetch  them  away  the  next 
morning;  that  near  about  daylight  of  the  morn- 
ing following  the  day  of  the  battle,  the  Indians 
came  into  the  house  where  said  Bowers  was 
with  the  other  prisoners,  and  proceeded  to  plun- 
der and  tomahawk  such  as  could  hot  walk,  and 
stripping  the  said  Bowers  and  the  wounded  pris- 
oners of  all  their  clothes;  that  while  the  said 
Bowers  and  two  other  prisoners,  named  Searles 
and  Bradford,  as  near  as  this  depnonent  can  recol- 
lect, were  sitting  by  the  fire  in  the  Indian  camp, 
an  Indian  came  up  who  appeared  to  be  drunk. 
and  called  the  said  Searles,  as  near  as  this  depo^ 
Bent  can  recollect,  a  Madison  or  Washington, 
then  took  up  a  tomahawk  and  struck  the  said 
Searles  on  the  ahoulder;  that  the  liaid  Searles 


caught  hold  of  the  tomahawk  and  hdd  it  for 
some  time;  that  the  said  Bowers  adviaei  the 
said  Searles  to  submit  to  his  fate ;  with  thst  the 
Indian  gave  him  a  second  blow  on  the  head, 
killed,  scalped,  and  stripped  him;  during  this 
time  the  said  Bowers  and  Bradford  were  persoa- 
ally  present,  and  being  apprehensive  for  that 
own  safety,  that  he,  Bowers,  ran  and  c^e  up  u 
the  old  chief  (who  sold  him  to  this  deponent  and 
others)  who  took  him  under  his  protection,  and 
was  very  kind  to  him  while  he  remained  with 
him.  This  deponent  further  dejioseth,  that  be 
has  reason  to  believe  the  aforesaid  Bowers  and 
Hamilton  are  now  at  Sandwich,  and  if  applied 
to,  they  could  give  more  ample  informatioa  rela- 
tive to  the  particulars  of  the  aforesaid.  And  far- 
ther this  deponent  saith  not. 

J.  McDONELL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  at  my  chambers,  in  the 
city  of  Detroit,  the  day  and  year  before  written. 

JAMES  MAT,  /.  P.  D.  D. 

Appi7rrEiiAiics8  to  No.  XXVL 

No.  1. 

Noie  from  Mr.  John  McBonell  to  James  May,  Es^ 

Detroit,  February  4, 1813. 

Dear  Sir:  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
Smart,  after  leaving  your  house  to-day,  who  had 
a  conversation  with  bowers  and  Bradford.  Be 
observes  that  I  have  made  several  materia]  erron 
in  my  affidavit  before  vou  this  day.  He  says  the 
prisoner  killed  was  of  tne  name  of  Blf  the,  instead 
of  Searles;  and  mentioned  some  other  errora 
that  differ  widely  from  what  I  had  sworn  to,  so 
that  I  think  it  is  a  pity  that  Bowers's  aad  Brad- 
ford's own  affidavits  could  not  be  had,  instead  of 
mine.    Your's, 

J.  McDONELL. 

James  May,  Esq. 

No.  2. 
Note  from  Mr.  McDonell  to  Mr.  Lyons,  lus  CMu 

I  wish  you  to  mention  to  Judge  Woodward 
that  application  is  made  for  me  by  a  friend  oa 
the  other  side  to  remain  until  the  navigation 
opens.  On  that  account,  I  hope  that  he  wiUkeep 
back  the  deposition  that  I  have  made  regardiag 
the  murders  committed  by  the  savages  oa  the 
river  Raisin,  as  he  has  much  better  testimony  to 
substantiate  facts  than  what  I  have  sworn  to  oa 
hearsay;  and,  as  I  am  sure,  if  the  Colonel  was 
even  disposed  to  hear  my  application,  that  affidt- 
vit  will  be  enough  to  send  me  off;  or,  else,  if  I 
was  allowed  to  remain,  Elliott  Irould  set  the  In- 
dians on  me. 

No.  XXVII.— Tbanslatioh. 

Territory  op  MicBieAH, 

District  oj  DOrmt^  m: 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  uadersigned, 
one  of  the  jastices  of  the  peace  in  the  district  «f 
Detroit,  Antoine  Boo  lard,  of  the  river  auz  Rait' 
ins,  who,  being  sworn  on  the  Holy  BvangetHM^ 
deposeth  and  says,  that,  on  the  next  day  after  t&e 
last  battle  on  river  aox  Raisins,  he  saw  the  In- 
dians kill  the  Secretary  of  the  Ameriean  Geneitli 
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who  iras  on  the  horse  of  the  Indian  who  had 
taken  him  prisoner,  with  a  rifle  shot;  that  the 
prisoner  fell  on  one  side, and  an  Indian  came  for- 
ward with  a  sabre,  finished  him,  scalped  him, 
stripped  him,  and  carried  away  his  clothes.  The 
body  remained  two  days  on  the  highway,  before 
the  door  of  the  deponent,  and  was  part  eat  up  by 
the  hogs.  Afterwards,  the  deponent,  together 
with  Francois  Las  Lasselle,  Hubert  Lacroiz, 
Charles  Chovln.  and  Louis  Lajoye,  took  up  the 
corpse  at  dusk  or  the  eTening,  and  carried  it  mtoa 
field  near  the  woods,  where  the  hogs  did  not  go. 
They  dared  not  bury  it«for  fear  of  being  surprised 
by  the  Indians.  And  turther  this  deponent  saith 
not. 

ANTOINE  BOULARO. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  in  my  presence,  the  5th 
of  February,  1613. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D. 

No.  XXVUI. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  next  day  after  the  last 
battle  on  the  rirer  aux  Raisins,  the  Secretary  of 
the  American  Gkneral  was  taken,  near  the  door  of 
the  deponent,  was  wounded,  and  placed  on  ahorse; 
that  seven  or  eight  Indians  were  near  the  house, 
one  of  whom  shot  him  in  the  head  with  a  rifle ; 
that  he  did  not  fall  off  his  horse  until  another  In- 
dian* drawing  a  sabre,  struck  him  on  the  head 
several  times,  and  then  he  fell  to  the  ground,  was 
scalped,  and  stripped  of  his  clothes,  and  left  on  the 
Toaci,  where  he  remained  one  dav  and  a  half.  I, 
the  deponent,  with  Fran9ois  Lasselle,  Hubert 
Lacroix,  and  Lewis  Chovin,  on  the  evening  of 
the  second  day,  took  up  the  body,  carried  it  to  the 
skirts  of  the  woods,  and  covered  it  with  a  few 
branches,  but  could  not  stay  to  bury  it  for  fear  of 
the  Indians  that  were  in  the  neighborhood ;  and, 
on  the  next  day  after  the  last  rattle^  I  was  near 
the  house  of  Gkibriel  Gtodfroy,  junior,  and  the 
house  of  Jean  Batiste  Jereaufne,  where  a  great 
number  of  prisoners  were  collected ;  and  that  I 
heard  the  screaming  of  the  prisoners  whom  the 
Indians  were  tomahawking ;  that  the  savages  set 
the  houses  on  fire,  and  went  ofil 

LOUIS  BERNARD  dit  Lapye. 

Detroit,  February  5, 1813. 

No.  XXIX. 

I  certify,  that  the  bodies  of  the  Americans 
killed  at  the  battle  of  la  Riviere  aux  Raisins,  of 
the  22d  of  January  last,  remain  anboried,  and 
that  I  have  seen  the  hogs  Mid  dogs  eating  them. 
The  hogs  appeared  to  be  rendered  mad  by  so  pro- 
fuse a  diet  ot  Christian  flesh.  I  saw  the  houses 
of  Mr.  Jerome  and  Mr.  Gknlfroy  on  fire,  and  have 
heard  that  there  were  prisoners  in  them.  The 
inhabitants  did  not  dare  to  bury  the  dead,  on  ac- 
count of  the  Indians. 

The  inhabitanu  have  been  threatened  by  the 
Indians,  if  they  did  not  take  ap  arms  against  the 
Americans. 

ALEXIS  LA6ADIB. 

MioBioAN,  February  6, 1813. 


No. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  on  or  about  the  28th  day 
of  Januarj  last  past,  an  Indian  woman  came  to 
my  dwelhng-house,  on  the  river  Rouffe,  and  in- 
formed me  that,  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  an 
American  prisoner  had  been  killed  in  the  Indian 
camp,  and  the  reason  she  assigned  for  killing  him 
was^  because  he  had  expressed  a  hatted  for  the 
Indians. 

ROBERT  ABBOTT. 
Detbgit,  Febrmtry  8, 1813. 

No.  XXXI. 

Tbrritory  of  Michigan^ 

JOUtrict  of  Detroit,  ee: 

Personally  appeared  before  the  subscriber,  one 
of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  said  district, 
Aaron  Thomas,  and  Agnes  Thomas,  his  wife, 
who  both  made  oath,  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God.  that  the  Indians  have  taken  from 
the  house  of  Mr.  Attwater,  on  the  I6th  of  August, 
1812,  one  chintz  gown,  valued  seven  and  a  half 
dollars;  one  oalico  gown,  valued  three  dollars 
and  seventv-five  cents ;  one  caitmanco  petticoat, 
value  four  dollars ;  one  pair  of  cotton  stockings^  one 
doilarand  fifty  cents;  one  pair  of  woollen  stocxings, 
seventy-five  cents ;  one  pair  of  silk  gloves,  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents;  one  new  small  trunk,  two 
dollars:  one  pocket  book,  two  dollars;  thread, 
one  dollar ;  needlea,  fifty  cents :  one  shawl,  one 
dollar;  one  cambric  handkerchief,  seventy-five 
cents;  one  cotton  ditto^  sixty-two  and  one-half 
cents;  one  shift,  one  dollar;  three-fourths  of  a 
pound  of  pepper,  fifty  cents;  one  cake  of  choco- 
late, twenty-nve  cents;  one  fan,  fifty  cents;  one 
blanket,  three  dollars;  one  cloak,  ten  dollars; 
three  vards  of  check  cotton,  ninety-three  and 
three-fourth  cents;  pne  shawl,  one  dollar;  one 
flannel  loose  gown,  three  dollars.  On  the  12th  df 
September,  taken  on  river  Rouge,  one  chesnot 
sorrel  horse,  fiftv  dollars ;  saddle  and  bridle,  tea 
dollars.  On  Friday,  the  11th  of  September,  taken 
on  river  Rouge,  one  other  saddle,  eight  aollars: 
one  pair  leather  leading  lines,  two  dollars  ana 
fifty  cents ;  leading  lines,  seventy-five  cents ;  one 
axe,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents ;  chintz  patches^ 
two  dollars. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  my  chamber,  17th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1812. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  /.  P.  D.  D. 

No.  XXXIL 

Letter  from  the  Indians  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  river 

Raisitt,  not  dated. 

The  Hurons  and  the  other  tribes  of  Indians,  as- 
sembled at  the  M'ADAt  rapids,  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  river  Raisin : 

Frienos,  listen  !  You  have  always  told  us  you 
would  give  us  any  assistance  in  your  power. 

We,  therefor^  as  the  enemy  is  approaching  us, 
within  twenty-five  miles,  call  upon  yon  all  to  rise 
up,  and  come  here  immediately  bringmg  your  arms 
along  with  you. 

Should  you  fail  at  this  time,  we  will  not  con- 
sider you  in  future  as  friends,  and  the  conse- 
quences may  be  very  unpleasant. 
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We  are  all  conviiiced  you  have  no  wriiifig  for- 
biddiorg  you  to  assist  us.' 
We  are  all  your  friends  at  present. 
ROUND  HEAD. 
(by  an  emblem  reaemiling  a  hor$e.) 

W ALK-IN-THE  WATER, 
(by  an  emblem  reeembUng  a  turtle.) 

No.  XXXIIL— Translation. 

Letter  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  river  Raisin,  dated 

RiTiERE  Aux  Raisins, 

November  13, 1812. 
Sir  :  In  the  embarrassment  in  which  we  find 
ourselves  at  present  on  the  subject  of  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  Colonel  Navar^  on  the  part  of  the  Hu- 
rons  and  other  savage  tribes,  we  depute  him  to 
you  to  represent  to  you  the  situation  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  river  Raisin,  praying  you  to  as- 
sist him  with  your  advice  in  so  delicate  a  matter, 
having,  at  all  times,  had  great  confideuce  in  your 
great  knowledge. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  profound  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servants,       * 

JAClUEiS  LASSELLE. 
JEAN  B.  JEROME, 
JEAN  B.  BEAUGRAND, 
FRANCOIS  LASSELLE, 
DUNCAN  REID, 
JEAN  B.  LASSELLE. 
Hon.  Judge  Woodward,  Detroit, 

Extract  from  the  report  of  Ensign  Isaac  L.  Baker, 
Agent  for  the  prisoners  taken  after  the  battle  of 
Frenchtown,  January  32,  1813,  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Winchester,  dated 

"British  Niagara,  Fib  26, 1813. 
^  For  the  greatest  number  of  our  unfortunate 
fellow-soldiers  being  sent  from  Detroit  we  are 
indebted  to  the  exertions  of  our  prisoner  fellow- 
citizens  there,  who,  with  an  unexampled  generos- 
ity, when  they  saw  their  countrymen  driven 
through  the  streets  like  sheep  to  a  market,  lav- 
ished their  wealth  for  their  ransom.  Nor  was 
the  procuration  of  our  liberty*  all.  We  had  been 
almost  entirely  stripped  by  the  Indians.  Clothes, 
such  as  the  exigency  of  the  occasion  permitted 
to  be  prepared,  were  furnished  us. 

"On  the  8tn  instant,  Colonel  Proctor  ordered 
me  to  make  out  a  return  of  all  the  prisoners  who 
were  killed  by  the  Indians  in  battle,  agreeable  to 
the  best  information  I  could  collect.  The  en- 
closed return,  marked  B»  was  produced  by  this 
order.  I  might  have  added  the  gallant  Captain 
Nathaniel  Gray ;  S.  Hart,  deputy  inspector  gen- 
eral ;  Captain  Virgil  McCrackin,  of  Colonel  AU 
.len's  regiment ;  Captain  John  H.  Woolfolk,  your 
secretary ;  Ensign  Levi  Wells,  of  the  7ch  United 
States'  infantry ;  and  a  number  of  privates,  whom 
I  find,  by  subsequent  information,  have  been  mas- 
sacred. 

"The  memory  of  past  services  rendered  me  by 
Captain  Hart's  family  made  me  particularly  anx- 
ious to  ascertain  his  fate.  I  flattered  myself  he  was 
alive,  and  every  information  I  could  get  for  some 
time  flattered  my  hopes.  But  one  of  the  last 
prisoners  who  was  brought  in,  told  me  that  the 


Captain  was  certainly  massacred.  He  was  so 
baoly  wounded  as  to  prevent  him  from  walking. 
The  Indians  took  him  some  distance  on  a  horn, 
but  at  length  took  him  off  and  tomahawked  him. 

"About  the  10th  instant,  an  Indian  broqghc 
Captain  McCrackin's  commission  to  Sandwich ; 
the  paper  was  bloody.  The  fellow  said  he  took 
the  Captain  unhurt,  but  some  time  after,  when 
stripping  and  examining  him^  he  found  an  Indian 
scalp  in  his  bosom,  which  induced  him  to  kill 
him.  This,  vou  cannot  but  be  assured,  is  a  ham- 
hue  of  the  fellow's  own  making,  to  screen  him^ 
self  from  the  odium  of  barbarity.  The  Captain's 
character,  and  thedanger  that  attended  his  carry- 
ing such  furniture  in  a  disastrous  battle,  give  it 
the  lie. 

'*  Captain  Woplfolk,  after  having  been  wounded 
in  two  places,  by  some  means  had  got  refuge  in 
one  of  the  French  hooses  on  the  Raisin.  He  was 
discovered  next  day,  and  dragged  from  hisasylam. 
He  was  taken  to  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Lasselle,  where 
he  said  be  would  give  one  thousand  dollars  to  any 
one  who  would  purchase  him.  Mr.  Lasselle  said 
it  was  out  of  his  power,  but  he  had  no  doubt  his 
brother  would  do  it,  who  lived  at  hand.  He  di- 
rected his  owners  to  the  house  of  his  brother,  but 
as  they  were  on  their  way,  an  Indian  from  a 
waste-house  shot  him  through  the  head. 

*'  Ensign  Wells  was  taken  by  my  side  unhurt. 
I  considered  him  as  alive,  until,  on  my  arrival  Bt 
this  place.  Captain  Na^s  tells  me  he  was  kilted 
by  a  Pottawatatamy  Indian,  not  longafcerhe  was 
taken. 

^  Many  fresh  scalps  have  been  broneht  in  since 
the  battle,  and  dead  bodies  seen  through  the 
country,  which  prove  that  others  have  been 
killed,  whose  names  I  have  not  been  able  to  &nd 
out,  independent  of  those  reported  to  Colonel 
Proctor. 

**  This,  sir,  is  all  the  information  I  have  been 
able  to  collect  concerning  those  who  were  massa- 
cred. The  fiAeen  or  eighteen  mentioned  ia  the 
remarks  to  the  return  made  to  Colonel  Proctor, 
whose  names  do  not  appear,  were  not  known  by 
those  who  saw  them  killed. 

^'  Major  Graves,  of  the  fifth  regiment  of  Ken- 
tucky volunteers,  I  have  been  able  to  get  no  in- 
formation of,  further  than  that  he  was  brought  to 
the  river  Rouge,  on  the  25th  or  26th  of  January, 
in  a  sleigh.  I  fear,  from  our  having  heard  noth- 
ing of  him  since,  that  he  is  no  more,  and  that 
valuable  officer  forever  lost  to  his  country. 

**  The  dead  of  our  army  are  still  denied  the 
rites  of  sepulture.  At  the  time  I  left  Sandwich, 
I  was  told  the  hogs  were  eating  them.  A  gentle- 
man told  me  he  had  seen  them  running  about 
with  skulls,  arms,  legs,  and  other  parts  of  the  hn- 
man  system,  in  their  mouths.  Tne  French  peo- 
ple on  the  Raisin  buried  Captains  Hart,  Wool- 
folk,  and  some  others,  but  it  was  more  than  their 
lives  were  worth  to  have  been  caught  paying 
this  last  customed  tribute  to  mortality. 

*'  I  several  times  agitated  the  subject  of  bury* 
iog  the  dead,  when  in  company  with  the  Britisk 
officers,  but  they  always  answered,  that  the  b* 
dians  would  not  suffer  it." 
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Manner  in  which  the  War  ie  loaged  bp  the  Enemy. 


B. 
A  reUurn  of  the  American  priaonen  who  were  iomt^ 
hawked  by  the  Indians  rabBequent  to  the  battle  at 
Frenchtown,  January  22,  1813. 

1.  Pascal  Hickman,  Captain,  1st  Kentucky 
volonteer  rifle,  Jaaaary  23,  in  FreQchtowo. 

2.  James  £.  Blythe,  prirate,  Hart's  company, 
5th  Kentucky  Tolunteer  infantry,  January  23,  in 
French  town. 

3.  Chailee  Gkrles,  prirate,  Hart's  company^  5th 
Kentucky  volunteer  mfantry,  January  23,  Sandy 
Creek. 

4.  Thomas  S.  Crow,  private,  Seabree's  com* 
pany,  let  Kentucky  volunteer  infantry,  January 
23,  three  miles  from  Frenchtown. 

5.  Daniel  Darnell,  private,  Williams' company, 
5th  Kentucky  volunteer  infantry,  January  23,  be- 
tween Sandy  Creek  and  Frenchtown. 

6.  Thomas  Ward,  private,  Reddiog's  company, 
Ist  Kentucky  volunteer  infantry,  January  23,  be* 
tween  Sandy  Creek  and  Frencntown* 

7.  William  Butler,  private,  Sanghorne's  eom- 

Sny,  1st  Kentucky  rifle,  January  23,  between 
indjT  Creek  and  Frenchtown. 

8.  Henry  Downy,  private,  Edwards'  company, 
17th  United  States'  infantry,  January  24,  near 
Brownstown. 

9.  John  P.  Sidney,  Sergeant,  Martin's  com- 
pany, 15th  fiLentucky  volunteer  infantry,  January 
25,  River  Rouge. 

Remarks. — In  addition  to  the  above  number, 
I  saw  two  others  tomahawked  at  Sandy  Creek 
myself,  and  find  that  the  prisoners,  now  in  the 
hospital  in  Sandwich,  saw,  say  fifteen  or  eighteen 
others,  treated  in  the  same  manner.  Two  men 
tell  me  they  saw  one  who  had  the  appearance  of 
havtQff  been  burned  to  death.  Those  men  who 
saw  Henry  Downy  and  William  Butler  killed,  tell 
me  that  the  Indians  left  them  without  scalping. 

ISAAC  L.  BAKER, 
Ensign  2d  United  States'  Infantry, 

Colonel  H.  Proctor. 


Extract  of  a  letter  firom  Major  General  Harrison  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated  at  the  Miami  Rapids,  Peb- 
rnaiy  11, 1818. 

*'  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  depo- 
sition of  Medard  Labbadle,  who  was  at  the 
river  Raisin  on  the  22d  ultimo,  ami  remained 
there  till  the  6th  instant.  His  account  of  the  loss 
of  the  enemy  in  the  actioq  is  corroborated  by  seve- 
ral others,  nor  is  there  the  least  reason  to  doubt 
his  statement,  as  it  regards  the  horrible  fate  of 
our  wounded  men.  There  is  another,  circum- 
stance which  plainlv  shows  that  the  British  have 
no  intention  to  conduct  the  war  (at  least  in  this 
quarter)  upon  those  principles  which  have  been 
held  sacred  by  all  civilized  nations.    On  the  30th 


tended  by  one  of  our  militiamen  and  a  French- 
man. On  the  night  after  their  departure,  they 
halted  near  this  place  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a 


few  hours'  sleep,  in  a  vacant  cabin  upon  the  bank 
of  the  river.  The  carryall  in  which  tney  travelled 
was  left  at  the  door  with  the  flaff  set  up  in  it. 
They  were  discovered  by  a  parly^  of  Indians  (ac- 
companied, it  is  said,  by  a  British  officer)  and 
attacked  in  the  manner  described  in  the  deposi- 
tion. The  militiaman  was  killed  and  scalped^ 
the  Doctor  and  the  Frenchman  taken.  Doctor 
McKeehan  was  furnished  with  a  letter,  addressed 
to  any  British  officer  whom  he  might  meet,  de- 
scribing  the  character  in  which  he  went,  and  the 
object  for  which  he  was  sent,  an  open  letter  ta 
General  Winchester,  and  written  instructions  to 
himself,  all  of  whicii  he  was  directed  to  show  to 
the  first  officer  he  met  with.  He  was  also  sup- 
plied with  one  hundred  dollars  in  gold  to  procure 
necessaries  for  the  prisoners." 

The  affidavit  of  Medard  Labbadie,  late  resident  near 
the  river  Raiain,  in  the  Michigan  Territory. 

He  being  sworn,  saith,  he  was  in  his  house 
when  he  heard  the  guns  at  the  commencement 
of  the  action  at  the  river  Raisin,  on  the  22d  Jan- 
uary, 1813,  between  the  American  forces  under 
General  Winchester,  and  the  British,  Canadian, 
and  Indian  forces,  said  to  be  commanded  by  Col. 
St.  George.  After  some  little  time,  he  heard  that 
the  Indians  were  killing  the  inhabiunts  as  well 
as  the  Americans,  upon  which  he  went  towards 
the  scene  of  action,  in  order  to  save  his  family. 
As  he  went  on,  he  was,  with  one  other  inhabi- 
tant, taken  prisoner  by  two  Wyandot  Indians, 
and  carried  prisoner  to  the  Indian  lines,  from 
which  he  saw  great  part  of  the  action.  The  right 
wing  of  the  Americans  had  given  way  before  he 
got  a  sight  of  the  action.  It  terminated  after  the 
sun  was  some  hours  high,  not  far  from  11  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  by  the  surrender  of  the  American  forces 
that  then  remained  on  the  ground.  He  saw  the 
flag  hoisted  by  the  British  sent  to  the  American 
forces,  and  saw  it  pass  three  times  to  the  Ameri- 
cans before  the  surrender.  He  could  not  under- 
stand English,  but  understood  that  General  Win- 
chester was  taken  prisoner  before  he  got  to  the 
lines  of  his  own  men  ;  that  he  was  compelled  to 
carry  the  flag  to  his  own  forces  after  he  was  taken ; 
that  he  understood  the  reason  of  the  flag  passing 
so  often,  was,  that  the  Americans  refused  to  sur- 
render upon  any  other  terms  than  that  the 
wounded  should  be  taken  care  of,  the  dead  buried, 
and  tbe  inhabitants  protected  in  their  property. 
That  the  British  first  refused  to  agree  to  these 
terms,  but  finally  did  aeree  to  them.  He  also 
understood  that  the  loss  of  the  British  and  Indians 
in  the  action  was  about  four  hundred  killed.  He 
also  understood  that  the  loss  of  the  Americans  in 
the  action  was  about  one  hundred  and  eighty 
kiUed. 

He  knows  that,  on  the  day  of  the  action,  all 
the  prisoners  who  were  able  to  march,  were 
marched  oflT  towards  Maiden,  the  wounded,  about 
sixty  or  eighty  in  number,  left  in  two  houses,  with- 
out any  of  their  friends,  or  a  physician,  to  take  care 
of  them,  and  without  any  British  officer  or  men. 
About  ten  Indians  remained  behind  upon  the 
ground ;  the  balance  of  the  Indians  went  off  with 
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the  British,  and  he  was  told  by  some  of  the  Ca- 
nadian militia,  that  the  British  bad  promised  the 
Indians  a  frolic  that  night,  at  Stony  Creek,  about 
«ix  miles  from  the  river  Raisin. 

He  was  liberated  after  the  line  of  march  was 
formed  for  Maiden.  The  next  roorniDj?  he  was  in 
the  houses  where  the  wonnded  were.  That  morn- 
ing about  fifty  Indians  returned ;  they  brought 
whiskey  with  them;  they  drank  some,  and  gare 
«ome  to  the  Indians  there,  and  between  9  and  10 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  commenced  killing  the  wounded, 
then  set  fire  to  the  houses  the  wounded  were  in, 
and  consumed  them.  He  was  at  his  father's,  on 
this  side  of  Detroit  river,  about  seven  day[8  aAer 
the  action,  and  saw  across  the  river  the  prisoners 
marched  off  for  Niagara,  from  Maiden. 

He  saith  that  he  saw  taken  by  bis  house,  by 
Gaptaia  Biliott,  and  nine  Wyandot  Indiaaa,  two 
men  that  he  understood  had  been  sent  by  Greneral 
Harrison  with  a  flag  to  the  British.  One  of  the 
men  (Mr.  Tessier)  he  knew,  the  other  he  did  not 
know,  but  understood  he  was  a  doctor.  He  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  them,  but 
understood  from  an  inhabitant,  to  whom  Mr.  Tes- 
sier communicated  it,  that  they  stopped  for  the 
night  and  left  the  flag  hoistea  on  the  carryall  $ 
that  the  flag  was  taken  away  unknown  to  them, 
Mud  that  the  Indians  fired  on  them ;  that  he.  Tes- 
tier, told  them  they  were  Frenchmen,  and  sur* 
rendered,  upon  which  the  Indians  ceased  firing, 
and  took  them.  Thev  then  mentioned  they  were 
aent  with  a  flas.  The  Indians  said  they  were 
liars,  and  took  them  off. 

Mr.  Tessier  was  set  at  liberty  at  the  river  Rai- 
aitt,  and  remained  two  days  expecting  the  doctor 
t^  return ;  at  the  end  of  which  lime.  Tessier  was 
atnt  for  by  the  British,  and  taken  to  Maiden.  He 
understood  that  the  doctor  was  sent  off  imme- 
diately to  Niagara;  the  doctor  was  wounded  in 
the  ankle.  He  understood  the  British  charged 
thft  doctor  and  Tessier  with  being  spies.  And 
farther  he  saith  not.  M.  LABBADIE. 

Witness,  C.  Gratiot, 

Captain  of  Engineers,  and  Interpreter. 

Sworn  to,  before  me,  this  Uth  day  of  February, 
1813.    Camp,  foot  of  the  Miami  Rapids* 

C.  S.  TODD,  Die.  Judge  Ad. 
R.  GRAHAM,  Aid'de^camp. 

His  Majesty's  Ship  San  Domimoo, 

CKesapeake,  May  10, 1813.  . 
Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  8th  instant,  respecting  a  man  named 
O'Neale,  taken  by  the  detachment  from  the 
squadron  under  the  orders  of  Rear  Admiral  Cock- 
burn.  This  man  has  been  released  upon  the  ap- 
plication of  the  magistrates  of  Havre  de  Grace, 
on  parole. 

I  was  not  informed  of  this  man  being  an  Irish- 
man, or  he  would  certainly  have  been  detained 
to  account  to  his  sovereign  and  country  for  being 
in  arms  against  the  British  colors.    I  have,  dbc. 
JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN. 
Brigadier  General  Miller, 

Comm^g  the  U,  8.  forces,  fc,  BaUimore. 


NiGHOLASVILLE,  JTjf.,  AprU  2i,  1S13L 
Sir  :  Yours  of  the  5th  instant,  reqoestiag  me 
to  give  you  a  statement  respecting  the  late  disas- 
ter at  Frenchtown,  was  duly  reeeiyed.  Rest  a»> 
sured,  sir,  that  it  is  with  sensadons  the  most  an- 
pleasant  that  I  undertake  to  reeooot  the  inftonoas 
and  barbarous  conduct  of  the  Brmsk  aatd  Indians 
after  the  battle  of  the  22d  Jaanary.  The  Uooi 
runs  cold  in  my  veins  when  I  think  of  it. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d,  shortly  after  light, 
six  or  eight  Indians  came  to  the  boose  of  Mam 
Baptiste  Jereaume,  where  I  was,  in  company 
with  Major  Graves,  Captains  Hart  and  Hickman, 
Doctor  Todd,  and  fifteen  or  twenty  private  Tolaa- 
teers,  belonging  to  different  corps.  They  did  net 
molest  any  person  or  thing  on  their  first  approoeh. 
but  kept  sannteriag  about  nntil  there  were  a  large 
number  coUeeted,  (say  one  or  two  iraadred.)  at 
which  time  they  commenced  plendering '  the 
houses  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  massacie  of 
the  wounded  prisoners.  I  was  one  among  tke 
first  that  was  uken  prisoner,  and  was  taken  to  a 
horse  aboot  twentf  paces  from  the  house,  after 
being  divested  of  a  part  of  my  clothmg,  and  coaa- 
manded  by  s%ns  there  to  remain  for  farther  or- 
ders. Shortly  after  being  there,  I  saw  them  knock 
down  CapUin  Hickman  at  the  door,  togetherwitk 
several  others  with  whom  I  was  not  aeqnainied. 
Supposing  a  general  massacre  had  commenced,  I 
made  an  effort  to  get  to  a  house  abont  one  kin- 
dred yards  distant,  which  contained  a  nooiher 
of  wounded,  but,  on  reaching  the  hoose^  to  my 
great  mortification,  found  it  surrooaded  by  la- 
dians,  which  precluded  the  possibility  of  my  giv- 
ing notice  to  the  unfortunate  victims  of  savage 
barbarity.  An  Indian  chief  of  the  Tawa  tribe, 
by  the  name  of  McCartv,  gave  me  possesnon  of 
his  horse  and  Uanket^  telling  me,  by  si^^ns,  to  Wad 
the  horse  to  the  house  which  I  had  just  before 
left.  The  Indian  that  first  took  me,  by  this  time 
came  up  and  manifested  a  hostile  disposition  to- 
wards me,  by  raising  his  tomahawk  as  if  to  give 
the  fatal  blow,  which  was  prevented  by  my  very 
good  friend  McCarty.  On  my  reaching  the  home 
which  I  had  first  started  from,  I  saw  the  Indiaas 
take  off  several  prisoners,  which  I  afterwards  saw 
in  the  road  in  a  most  mangled  condition,  and  en- 
tirely stripped  of  their  clothing. 

Messrs.  Bradford,  Searls,  Turner,  and  Blythe, 
were  collected  around  a  carryall,  which  contained 
articles  taken  by  the  Indians  from  the  citizens. 
We  had  all  been  placed  there,  by  our  respective 
captors^  except  Blythe,  who  came  where  we  were, 
entreating  an  Indian  to  convey  him  to  Maiden, 
promising  to  give  him  forty  or  fifty  dollars,  and 
whilst  in  the  act  of  pleading  for  mercy,  an  foilfan, 
more  savage  than  the  other,  stepped  op  behind, 
tomahawked,  stripped,  and  scalped  him.  The 
next  that  attracted  my  attention,  was  the  houses 
on  fire  that  contained  several  wounded,  whom  I 
knew  were  not  able  to  get  out.  After  tne  houses 
were  nearly  consumed,  we  received  marching  o^ 
ders,  and  after  arriving  at  Sandy  Creek,  the  b- 
dians  called  a  halt,  and  commenced  cookiogi 
after  preparing  and  eating  a  little  sweetened  giad 
Messrs.  Bradford,  Searls,  Turner,  and  myself,  le 
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eetred  iom«f  and  w^re  eating^  when  an  Indian 
came  up  and  proposed  ezcbangiog  his  moccasins 
for  Mr.  SearU'  shoes,  which  he  readily  complied 
with«  They  then  exchanged  hats,  after  which 
the  Indian  inqaired  how  many  men'Harrison  had 
with  him,  and,  at  the  same  time,  calling  Searla  a 
Washington  or  Madison,  then  raised  his*  toma- 
hawk and  strack  him  on  the  shoulder,  which  cut 
into  the  cavity  of  the  body.  Searls  then  caught 
hold  of  the  tomahawk  and  appeared  to  resist,  and 
upon  my  telling  him  that  his  fate  was  inevitable, 
he  closed  his  eyes  and  received  the  savage  blow 
which  terminated  his  existence.  I  was  near 
enough  to  him  to  receive  the  brains  and  blood, 
after  the  fatal  blow,  on  my  blanket.  A  short 
time  after  the  death  of  Searls,  I  saw  three  others 
share  a  similar  fate.  We  then  set  out  for  Browne- 
town,  which  place  we  reached  about  twelve  or 
one  o'clock  at  night.  After  being  exposed  to 
sererat  hours  incessant  rain  in  reaching  that 
pteee,  we  were  put  into  the  council  house,  the 
floor  of  which  was  partly  covered  with  water,  at 
which  place  we  remained  until  the  next  morn- 
ing, when  we  again  received  marching  orders  for 
their  village  on  the  river  Rouge^  which  place  we 
made  that  day,  where  I  was  kept  six  days,  then 
taken  to  Detroit  and  sold.  For  a  more  detailed 
account  of  the  proceeding,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
refertinff  you  to  a  publication  which  appeared  in 
tho  public  prints,  s^ued  by  Ensign  J.  L.  Baker, 
and  to  the  publicatioa  of  Judge  Woodward,  both 
of  which  1  have  particularly  examined,  and  find 
them  to  be  literally  correct,  so  far  as«ame  under 
mf  notice. 
I  am,  sir,  with  doe  regard,  your  fellowcttizen, 
GDSTAVUS  M.  BOWER, 
Sur§0oie$  Mate  SUh  Beg.  Kmttueky  VoL 

JBSBB  Bledsob,  E8<i.,  Ij^xifngtoHm 

jBaSAMINB  COUNTT,  tO  wU: 

This  day  Qustaros  M.  Bower  peisonally  came 
before  me,  John  Metcalf,  one  ot  the  Common- 
wealth's Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  said 
eounty,  and  made  oath  to  Uie  truth  of  assertions 
before  stated  by  the  said  Bower.  Given  under 
my  hand  this  24th  day  of  April,  1813. 

JOHN  METCALF. 


LbxinotoN)  May  2, 1813. 

Sib:  I  received  your  letter  sometime  since,  rela- 
tive to  the  disastrous  affair  of  French  town,  of  22d 
and  23d  January  last.  For  the  particulars  of  the 
action,  and  the  terms  of  capitulation,  I  refer  you 
to  the  official  report  of  General  Winchester, 
which  is  correct  as  far  as  came  within  my  know- 
ledge. After  the  capitulation,  I  was  introduced 
to  Colonel  Proctor,  tne  commander  of  the  British 
forces  and  Indians,  as  one  of  the  surviving  sur- 
geom,  and  by  him  was  requested  to  attend  to  oar 
wounded  who  were  left  on  the  ground  where  the 
action  was  fought.  I  willingly  acquiesced,  and 
Doctor  Bowers,  my  mate,  remained  with  me :  at 
the  same  time  I  informed  Colonel  Proctor  of  my 
apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  the  wounded  and 
the  surgeons;  he  replied,  "be  under  no  appre- 


hensions, you  will  be  perfectly  safe,  1  will  place 
you  under  the  special  care  of  the  chiefs  until 
morning,  and  very  early  I  will  send  conveyances 
for  the  wounded  ahd  yourself  to  Amherstburg." 
Shortly  after,  I  was  requested  to  ascertain  the 
number  and  rank  of  the  wounded,  and  in  so  do- 
ins  was  assisted  by  a  British  officer,  (whose  name 
I  did  not  know,)  to  whom  I  likewise  communi- 
cated m^  apprehensions  of  safety ;  he  manifested 
some  irritation  at  my  doubts  of  British  honor  and 
magnanimity,  and  assured  me  protection  would 
be  afforded  me.  While  engaged  in  this  business, 
one  of  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  wounded  was 
crowded  with  the  Indians  who  were  peaceable, 
but  one  oi  them,  who  could  speak  English,  ad- 
monished the  British  officer  of  the  propriety  of 
stationing  interpreters  in  the  houses.  Upon  my 
return  from  this  business  to  the  room  I  occupieo, 
and  which  was  set  apart  for  the  wounded  officers, 
I  met,  and  was  made  acquainted  with,  Captain 
Elliott,  at  present  a  British  officer,  who  had 
visited  Captain  Hart,  then  wounded.  Captain 
Hart  was  solicitous  to  be  removed  that  evening, 
and  Captain  Elliott  replied,  if  it  was  possibte 
(and  every  exertion  should  be  made)  he  should, 
and  if  it  could  not  be  effected  that  evening,  early 
in  the  morning  he  would  call  for  him  in  his  own 
train  (sleigh)  and  convey  him  to  bis  own  house 
in  Amherstburg}  where  he  should  remain  until 
recovered,  assuring  him  repeatedly  no  danger 
was  to  be  apprehended,  and,  if  possible,  he  would 
remain  with  him  that  nif^ht. 

In  the  afternoon  Captain  Elliott  and  everv  Brit- 
ish officer  left  the  encampment,  leaving  oehiad 
three  interpreters.  From  the  repeated  assurancat 
my  apprehensions  were  quieted ;  for  who  could 
doubt  ?  A  bou  t  one  hour  before  daylight  (for  my 
duties  required  my  attention  nearly  all  the  night) 
the  interpreters  suddenly  disappeared.  About  an 
hour  after  daylight  the  Indians  began  to  collect 
in  the  town,  and  commenced  plundering  the 
houses  in  which  the  wounded  were  placed,  and 
then  stripped  them  and  myself  of  our  clothing. 
At  this  time  the  room  I  had  occupied  was  so 
crowded  with  Indians,  and  Captain  Hart's  wound, 
already  painful,  being  injured  by  them, I  convey- 
ed him  to  an  adjoining  house  which  had  been 
plundered  and  was  emptor,  where  I  met  the  In- 
dian, (who,  on  the  preceding  day,  had  requesCed 
that  interpreters  should  be  left,)  and  he  knew  my 
rank.  He  Inquired  why  the  surgeons  were  left, 
and  why  the  wounded  were  left?  I  replied,  it 
was  the  wish  of  Colonel  Proctor  we  should  re- 
main until  he  could  send  for  us;  and  Captain 
Hart  informed  him  Captain  Elliott  was  a  friend 
of  his^  and  was  to  call  for  him  that  morning.  He 
shook  his  head  significantly,  and  replied  they 
were  damned  rascals,  or  we  would  have  been 
taken  off"  the  preceding  day.  The  Indian  inform- 
ed me  every  mdividual  would  be  killed,  and  re- 
quested me  to  be  quiet,  for  the  chiefs  were  then 
in  council,  and  ''may  be"  only  the  wounded 
would  be  killed.  Captain  Hart  offered  him  $100 
to  take  him  to  Maiden.  He  replied,  you  are  too 
badly  wounded.  While  we  were  conversing,  one 
of  the  wounded  was  tomahawked  at  our  feet 
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Shortly  after  the  Indian  returned  and  told  me  I 
was  a  prisoner,  and  must  ffo.  I  was  taken  by  the 
Indian  to  the  bouse  I  bad  left,  and  there  discover- 
ed that  Captain  Hickman  and  two  others  had,  in 
my  absence,  been  tomahawked,  scalped,  and  strip- 
ped. I  was  tied  and  taken  by  this  Indian  towards 
Maiden  about  four  miles,  when  I  came  to  the  en- 
campment of  the  British  wounded,  and  met  with 
Captain  Elliott  and  the  surgeon  of  the  41st  regi- 
ment. Captain  Elliott  immediately  recognised 
me,  and  inquired  the  cause  of  my  situation.  I 
informed  him  what  had  taken  place,  and  request- 
ed him  to  send  back  immediately;  that  some 
who  were  badly  wounded  might  still  be  alive,  and 
could  be  saved,  and  particularly  named  Captain 
Hart,  for  whom  he  manifested  much  friendship. 
Captain  Elliott  replied,  it  is  now  too  late;  you 
may  rest  assured  tnat  those  who  are  once  taken 

a  the  Indians  are  safe,  and  will  be  taken  to 
ftlden,  and  those  who  are  badly  wounded  are 
killed  'ere  this.  I  replied,  many  are  unable  to 
walk,  and  some  will  be  killed  after  making  an 
effort,  and  walking  several  miles,  who  might  be 
saved.  To  which  he  replied,  charity  begins  at 
home ;  my  own  wounded  are  to  be  conveyed  first, 
and  if  any  sleighs  remain  they  shall  be  sent  back 
for  your  wounded.  My  anxiety  to  get  some  per- 
son to  return,  in  hopes  of  saving  some  of  the 
prisoners,  induced  me  at  length  to  make  an  ap- 
peal to  their  avarice.  The  surgical  instruments 
of  the  detachment  were  left  in  the  room  I  occu- 
pied, and  I  informed  the  surgeon  of  their  value 
and  importance  at  that  time;  he  immediately 
desnatched  an  interpreter  for  them,  who  returned 
witn  the  information  that  they  were  destroyed 
in  the  burning  of  the  house,  and  gave  additional 
confirmation  of  the  massacre  of  the  wounded.  I 
was  released  from  the  Indians  by  Captain  Elliott 
and  the  surgeon.  At  this  time  my  brother,  who 
was  wounded,  and  several  others,  were  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Indians,  who  were  taking  them  to- 
wards Maiden.  I  requested  their  release,  and 
permission  for  theih  to  accompany  me  on  foot 
under  British  protection.  Captain  Elliott  told 
me  it  was  impossible,  and  to  be  under  no  fears, 
they  were  safe;  for  he  knew  the  fidelity  of  the 
Indians  with  whom  they  were.  When  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  massacre  was  by  me  communicated 
to  Captain  Elliott  and  the  surgeon,  they  appeared 
much  exasperated,  and  declared  it  was  impossible 
to  restrain  the  savages.  The  cause  he  then  as- 
signed to  me  was,  that  when  the  Indians  discov- 
ered their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  that  of 
the  British,  tbey  started  off  towards  our  wound* 
ed,  declaring  they  would  have  satisfaction,  and, 
lie  continued,  I  was  fearful  of  the  event.  During 
the  plunder  and  the  massacre  our  wounded  con- 
ducted themselves  with  the  utmost  composure 
and  resignation,  and  made  no  resistance,  which 
they  knew  would  be  fruitless,  and  destruction 
to  all. 

It  was  asserted  by  Colonel  Proctor,  in  a  con- 
versation at  Amherstburg,  that  the  Indians  had 
got  some  whiskey  in  the  house  where  we  were 
stationed,  and  had  become  intoxicated.  That  the 
Indians  may  have  had  some  whiskey  1  ahall  not 


deny ;  but  I  think  I  can  safely  say,  that  they  did 
not  procure  it  there,  and  thai  was  not  the  eaose 
of  the  massacre;  for,  on  the  preceding^  days, and 
subsequent  to  the  action  of  the  18th,  I  wantei 
some  spirits,  and  made  application  to  the  boose- 
keeper,  who  assured  me  there  was  none  about  the 
house,  for  it  was  all  consumed  by  the  British  and 
Indians,  who  had  quartered  in  the  houae  prior  to 
the  action  of  the  18th ;  besides,  the  lodinnsshow* 
ed  no  manifestation  of  drunkenness ;  their  delib- 
erate pilfering,  and  their  orderly  conduct  through* 
out,  was  not  such  as  would  be  expected  from 
drunken  Indians. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  Maiden,  I  was  ag^n  aoli> 
citeo  to  take  charge  of  the  wounded ;  the  surgery 
was  opened  to  me,  and  I  had  the  use  of  the  m^ 
icines  and  dressings  necessary,  and  they  had  as 
comfortable  rooms  as  could  be  procured.  Doriag 
our  stay  in  Maiden  some  eiffht  or  ten  of  the 
wounded  were  brought  in  by  the  Indians  j  sevemi 
made  their  escape  who  were  doomed  to  massacre, 
and  found  protection  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Territory,  who  brought  them  into  Maiden;  and 
several  made  their  escape,  wandered  in^  and  de- 
livered themselves  up  at  the  fort.  Prior  to  onr 
leavinff  Maiden  one  poor  fellow  was  bronght  in 
scalped  alive  by  the  Indians,  and  delivered  up  to 
the  british ;  but  before  I  reached  him  death  pot 
an  end  to  his  sufferings.  I  frequently,  and  oa 
every  occasion,  urged  the  British  officers  to  exeit 
themselves  ana  procure  the  release  of  the  wound- 
ed from  the  Indians,  urging  the  necessity  of  hav* 
ia^  their  wounds  dressed.  In  a  cooversation  on 
this  subject  with  Captain  Elliott,  and  while  arg- 
ing  it,  he  replied,  the  Indians  are  excellent  sor- 

feons.  The  prisoners  were  all  marched  off  to 
landwich,  after  remaining  a  few  days  at  Mai- 
den, and  I  was  called  upon  to  know  how  many 
from  their  wounds  were  unable  to  march,  who 
had  sleighs  furnished  them,  which  was  the  case 
during  the  march  to  Fort  Gkorge.  Before  I  con- 
clude, I  must  say,  that  the  terms  of  capitulation 
were  violated  in  every  particular  by  the  enemy. 
The  wounded  were  not  protected ;  private  prop- 
erty was  not  held  sacred ;  and  our  side  arms  were 
not  restored.  With  a  few  exceptions,  I  was  treated 
respectfully  by  the  British  officers,  save  the  abuse 
which  was  lavished  on  my  Government,  and  that 
was  by  no  means  sparingly  bestowed. 
I  am,  respectfully,  yours,  dbc. 

JOHN  TODD,  M.  D^ 
Late  imrg.  Uk  reg*t  Keniucky  voL  nuUHa. 
Hon.  JfissE  Bledsoe. 

Tbe  Commonwealtb  op  Kentucky, 

Fayette  Onmtf,  »: 
This  day  Doctor  John  Todd  came  before  me. 
John  H.  Morton,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  said 
counter,  and  made  oath,  that  the  facts  suted  in  the 
foregoing  letter  are  suostantially  true,  to  the  b»t 
of  his  knowledge.         JOHN  H.  MORTON. 


State  of  Kentuokt, 

PendUUm  County,  in  town  of  Falmouth: 

On  the  2l8t  day  of  April,  1813,  L  John  Div^ 
son,  an  orderly  s^geant  in  Captain  GUave's  '*'"*' 
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XDf  of  the  first  regimeot  Kentacky  Tolanteer 
nilitia,  beinff  detailed  off.  and  attached  to  Cap- 
ain  Wriel  Seabrees'  compaDy,  and  was  in  the 
Mtttle  of  the  18th  of  JaDuary,  and  did  Dot  receive 
i  wound,  but  oo  the  22d,  about  9  o'clock,  received 
I  shot  under  the  right  arin,  which  lodged  between 
he  ribs.  After  the  capitulation  of  our  troops, 
here  came  a  paymaster  of  the  British  army  in 
he  house  where  I  was,  to  take  the  number  of 
mounded  that  was  in  the  house.  I  asked,  what 
ras  to  be  done  with  us  ?  he  replied,  ^  don't  make 
^ourself  uneasy  about  that,  you  shall  be  protected 
his  night  by  a  strong  guard  which  shall  be  left 
rith  you."  But,  to  my  sad  misfortune,  I  found 
here  were  but  three  interpreters  left,  and  in  the 
tight  an  officer  took  two  of  them  away,  and  in 
he  morning  the  other  one  said  he  could  not  talk 
ndian.  So  when  the  Indians  came  in  the  morn- 
ng  they  broke  onen  the  doors  of  the  houses,  be- 
(an  to  tomahawK,  scalp,  and  plunder,  then  set  fire 

0  the  houses  which  contained  the  prisoners ;  with 
his  1  got  up,  put  on  my  sreat  coat,  put  up  my 
[napsack,  and  went  out  ofdoors.  I  had  not  been 
m  more  than  one  minute  before  an  Indian  came 
ip  to  me  and  took  the  coat  off  my  back  $  also 
lAOther  Indian  told  me  to  put  my  knapsack  in 
lis  sled.  At  this  time  Major  Graves  and  Captain 
lart  were  out  in  the  yard.  I  heard  Captain  Hart 
nake  a  barg^ain  with  an  Indian  to  take  him  to 
dalden,  which  the  Indian  agreed  so  to  do,  for 
he  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.  I  saw  the  Indian 
mt  a  pair  of  socks  on  Hart,  and  put  him  on  a 
torse;  this  was  the  last  I  saw  of  Hart.  I  then 
iaw  a  man  riding,  whom  I  thought  was  a  British 
>fficer.  I  made  up  to  him,  but  found  that  he  was 
in  Indian  who  was  aid-de-camp  to  Genera)  Round- 
lead;  he  had  with  him,  when  I  came  up,  twelve 
nen.  It  was  at  the  mouth  of  a  lane  where  I 
overtook  him,  where  there  were  two  Indians 
calping  two  men ;  he  hallooed  to  them  to  give 
?ay ;  they  did  so.  After  this  we  went  on ;  and 
in  Sandy  Creek,  about  three  miles  from  the  bat- 
le  ground,  I  saw  Major  Graves  in  an  Indian 
leigh  ;  this  is  the  last  account  of  him  that  I  could 
iscertaia.  We  went  on  that  night  to  Browns- 
own,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  24th  a  man  gave 
int  walking,  with  the  rheumatic  pains,  who  was 
»y  the  name  of  Downey.  The  Indians  toma- 
tawked  him,  and  then  stripped  him.  We  then 
narehed  on  above  Detroit,  on  the  river  Rouge. 

staid  with  them  seven  days.  They  then  took 
ne  into  Detroit,  (leaving  a  young  man  in  the 
lamp  by  the  name  of  John  Davenport,)  and  sold 
ne  to  Major  Muir,  who  commands  Fort  Detroit. 

1  then  was  sent  over  to  Sandwich  $  there  I  stayed 
mtil  the  8th  of  February ;  they  marched  me  to 

?ort  George,  and me  on  the  19th  of  Febru- 

try,  1813.  The  above  is  a  true  statement,  a^  far 
IS  1  saw,  though  I  saw  numbers  massacreo  that  I 
lid  not  know. 

During  my  confinement  with  the  Indians, 
vfailst  at  their  camps,  they  showed  more  human- 
ty  than  the  British. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  21tt  day  of  April, 
813. 

JOHN  DAWSON. 


Pendleton  County,  m; 

I,  William  Mountjoy,  one  of  the  Common- 
wealth's Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  in  and  for  said  county,  do  certify,  that 
the  foregoing  certificate  of  John  Dawson  was 
written,  subscribed,  and  sworn  to  before  me. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  2l8t  day  of  April, 
1813. 

WILLIAM  MOUNTJOY. 


State  of  Kentucky, 

Pendleton  County,  in  tovm  of  Falmouth : 

On  the  21st  dav  of  April,  1813, 1,  Thomas  Pol- 
lard, a  private  or  Captain  Glave's  company^  of 
the  first  regiment  of  Kentucky  volunteer  militia, 
was  in  battles,  fought  with  the  British  and  Indian 
army  on  the  18th  and  22d  of  January  last,  at  the 
River  Raisin,  and  after  the  surrender  of  our  army 
as  prisoners  of  war  on  the  22d,  upon  the  assuran- 
ces of  the  British  officers,  promising  protection  to 
my  wounded  fellow-soldiers,  and  that  they  would 
send  carryalls  for  them  the  next  day.  Although 
I  had  received  no  injury  in  either  of  the  actions 
fought  on  the  18th  and  22d,  I  voluntarily  stayed  to 
assist  and  comfort  my  messmates,  John  Dawson, 
Albert  Ammerman,  and  Jesse  Green,  all  of  whom 
had  received  wounds  bv  balls. 

I  have  first  examinea  the  statement  made  and 
sworn  to  by  John  Dawson,  hereto  annexed,  and 
witnessed  every  circumstance  therein  stated  to  be 
truly  stated,  within  my  own  knowledge.  The  In- 
dian who  bargained  with  Captain  Hart  to  take 
him  to  Fort  Maiden  for  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
took  charge  of  him,  put  him  on  a  horse  and  start- 
ed on  his  way,  spoke  good  enough  the  English 
tongue  for  us  to  understand  the  contract. 

THOMAS  POLLARD. 
Pendleton  County,  §s: 

I,  William  Mountjoy,  one  of  the  Common- 
wealth's Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  in  and  for  said  county,  do  certify,  that 
the  foregoing  certificate  of  Thomas  Pollard  was 
subscriTCd  and  sworn  to  before  me. 

WM.  MOUNTJOY. 


State  of  Kentucky, 

Pendleton  County ^  in  town  of  Falmouth  .* 

On  the  21st  day  of  April,  1813,  I,  Albert  Am- 
merman, a  private  of  Captain  Glave's  compan^T} 
of  the  first  regiment  of  ICentucky  volunteer  mili- 
tia, being  wounded  in  the  battle  of  the  18th  Jan- 
uary last,  at  the  River  Raisin,  by  a  ball  in  the 
flesh  of  the  thigh ;  and  from  the  window  of  the 
house  which  was  appropriated  for  an  hospital, 
was  a  witness  to  the  battle  of  the  22d  of  the  same 
month.  And  after  the  surrender,  I  being  but 
slightlv  wounded,  proposed  marching  with  the 
rest  or  the  prisoners,  and  was  prevented  by  the 
order  of  a  British  officer,  who  said  that  a  guard 
would  be  left  to  take  care  of  the  wounded,  and 
carryalls  would  be  sent  for  them  to  ride  into  Mai- 
den on  the  next  morning.  But  to  my  astonish- 
ment no  guard  was  left,  and,  about  sunrise  on  Xhm 
morning  of  the  23d,  a  party  of  Indians  returoei 
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to  the  hospital,  and  the  first  Indiaa  that  eaoie  to 
the  room  f  was  lodged  id  could  speak  the  Boglish 
language.  He  was  asked  by  one  of  the  wounded, 
what  was  to  be  done  with  the  wounded.  He  re* 
plied  they  were  all  to  be  killed  that  could  not 
walk;  and  shortly  after  a  general  massacre  com- 
menced. I  instantly  put  on  my  knapsack  and 
went  out  of  the  house;  my  knapsack  was  de- 
manded by  an  Indian  at  the  door,  to  whom  I  gave 
it.  He  conducted  me  to  a  log  some  little  distance 
from  the  house,  on  which  I  sat  down,  where  I 
witnessed  the  outchery  of  many  of  my  fellow- 
citizens,  sufferers  by  the  tomahawk  and  scalping 
knife,  and,  to  finish  the  scene,  set  fire  to  the  houses 
occupied  by  the  wounded  prisoners;  many  of 
them,  struggling  in  the  arms  of  death,  put  their 
heads  out  of  the  windows  whilst  enveloped  in 
smoke  and  flames.  After  this  bloody  work  was 
finished,  I  was  mar^shed  off  in  the  direction  to- 
wards Brownstown,  by  an  Indian,  and  when 
about  half  a  mile  from  Frenchtown  on  our  waj, 
WHS  overtaken  by  two  Indians  who  had  Captain 
Hart  in  custody,  mounted  on  a  horse.  As  they 
approached  nearly  to  us,  I  noticed  they  were 
speaking  loud  and  animated  as  if  in  a  quarrel, 
but,  not  understanding  their  language,  did  not 
understand  what  passed  between  them,  but  think 
it  was  probable  that  the  quarrel  was  occasioned 
respectmg  one  hundred  dollars  which  I  under- 
stood Captain  Hart  had  given  to  one  of  the  In- 
dians aforesaid  to  convey  him  to  Fort  Maiden. 
The  quarrel  appeared  to  grow  very  warmi  so 
much  so,  that  the  Indians  took  aim  at  each  other 
with  their  guns ;  andj  as  if  to  settle  the  dispute, 
it  appeared  to  me  as  if  they  had  mutually  agreed 
to  kill  Captain  Hart,  and  plunder  him  of  the  rest 
of  his  money  and  effects,  which  they  did,  by  lak- 
mf  him  off  his  horse,  then  knocked  him  down 
with  a  war  club,  scalped  and  tomahawked  him, 
and  stripped  him  naked,  leaving  his  bodv  on  the 
l^roond.  I  was  gratified  in  observing  that,  dur- 
ing this  scene  of  trial.  Captain  Hart  refrained 
from  supplication  or  entreaty,  but  appeared  per- 
fectly calm  and  collected.  He  met  his  fate  with 
that  firmness  which  was  his  particular  character- 
istic. No  other  prisoner  of  our  army  of  the  United 
States  was  present  to  witness  this  melancholy 
scene — the  death  of  Captain  Hart.  During  my 
captivity  with  the  Indians,  five  days  only,  I  was 
treated  with  more  hospitality  than  I  had  any  rea- 
son to  expect ;  much  more  so  than  I  experienced 
from  the  British,  after  I  was  ransomed  at  Detroit, 
by  Mr.  Benjamin  Chittenden,  who  will  ever  be 
entitled  to  my  utmost  gratitude ;  by  him  I  was 
humanely  treated,  and  also  by  some  of  the  French 
Canadians. 

his 
ALBERT  -f  AMMBRMAM. 
mark. 

PbNDLBTON  Go0NTT,  88  : 

I,  William  Mountjoy,  one  of  the  Common- 
wealth's Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  in  and  for  said  county,  do  certify,  that 
the  foregoing  certificate  of  Albert  Ammernuui 
was  subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me. 


Given  under  my  hand,  this  31st  day  of  Ajiril, 

i8ia 

WM.  MOUNTJOY. 


Lexjhgtow,  April  13,  I813L 
Sis  :  Tou  request  of  me  a  sfatemenc  of  liaeti^ 
within  my  own  knowledge,  concerniiig  the  mv- 
der  of  our  men  after  the  battle  and  sanwider  at 
Frenchtown. 

I  was  one  of  those  who  was  taken  by  the  In- 
dians on  the  retreat,  about  one  and  a  haif  milei 
from  where  the  action  first  eoimBeficed.  Just 
before  we  were  taken,  with  the  aasistaace  of 
Lieutenant  Chinn,  belonging  to  the  militia,  I 
formed  between  fifteen  and  twenty  men.  I  then 
discovered  the  Indians  running  upon  us  on  eaek 
side  and  in  front,  about  sixty  in  nambery  wilk 
their  arms  at  a  trails  I  diseorered  there  wms  bo 
chance  to  repel  them.    I  ordered  rhe  men   to 

S round  their  arms,  which  was  done;  the  la* 
ians  then  came  up  and  secured  the  arms  of  our 
men,  and  shot  them,  including  the  Lieoteuaat 
before  mentioned.  I  was  the  only  one  saved.  I 
was  taken  and  delivered  up  to  Captata  BUlotty  a 
British  <^cer. 

As  to  the  mnrder  of  the  wounded,  I  know 
nothing  of  my  own  knowledge. 
Tour  obedient  senrant, 

A.  GARRBTT. 
Hon.  Jbosb  Blbdbob. 

FaTETTB  CoirMTT,  88  : 

This  day,  Lieutenant  Ashton  Garrett,  of  tii« 
17th  regiment  United  States'  infantry,  came  be- 
fore me,  and  made  oath,  that  the  foregoing  state- 
ment is  just  and  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  13th  day  of  AprtL 
1813.  JOHN  H.  MORTON,  J.  P. 


Statb  of  Kbiitcfckt, 

Fayette  County,  se: 
Personally  appeared  betore  me,  a  juatice  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  Chanea  Bradfoid, 
an  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Lezingtoa,  Scale  d 
KentuckjT}  who,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists,  deposeth  and  eaith,  that  he  was  ia 
the  actions  at  the  riv«r  Raisia,  on  the  18th  and 
22d  January  last;  that  he  was  wounded  in  the 
right  hip,  and  remained  at  Frenchtowa  after  dK 
capitulation ;  that,  on  the  22d,  before  the  f>riseaen 

iwho  were  able  to  walk)  were  marehed  for  Mdr 
en,  he  saw  Captain  William  Elliott,  with  wheoa 
he  had  been  formerly  acquainted,  aad  of  whoaa 
he  inquired,  personaUy,  what  would  be  doae  witk 
the  wounded  prisoners  1  whether  they  would  be 
taken  to  Maiden  that  evening  with  the  other 
prisoners^  or  not?  He  said  they  would  aot  be 
taken  to  Maiden  that  evening,  but  a  strong  guaid 
would  be  left  to  protect  them  against  any  outragt 
the  Indians  might  be  disposed  to  eommiu  SUiolt 
had  a  similar  conversation  with  Major  Graven 
Captains  Hart  and  Hickman,  and  Doctors  Todd 
and  Bowers,  in  the  presence  of  this  deponeit 
He,  Elliott,  further  stated  that  sleighs  would  te 
sent  to  conTey  the  wounded  to  Maiden  the  next 
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BoroiDg.  Thn  dtponeat  fortiier  says,  that  the 
liitish  mcrebed  away ;  no  iraard  was  left  to  pro- 
eet  the  wouoded ;  and  that  Captaia  Elliott,  when 
isked  the  naaoDj  obseryed  that  some  interpreters 
rare  left  whose  railaence  amoofc  the  Indians  was 
Tester,  and  that  they  were  better  able  to  protect 
[8  than  a  gaard.  Aboot  two  or  three  oVIock  in 
he  mornine  of  the  23d  Jaoaary,  this  deponent 
iseovered  that  the  interpreters  had  left  the  honse 
d  which  he  was,  and  he  never  saw  them  after- 
mrds ;  that  between  day-light  and  son  rise,  on 
he  23d,  he  saw  a  large  number  of  Indians  oome 
»  the  house ;  they  burst  open  the  door,  and  in  a 
ew  minutes  commenced  plundering  the  prisoners, 
nd  tomahawking  those  who  were  unable  to 
ralk.  This  deponent  left  the  houM  as  soon  as 
toisiUe,  and  went  into  the  yard,  where  a  number 
f  his  feilow-pisoners  bad  assembled.  He  was 
here  claimed  as  a  prisoner  by  an  Indian,  who 
lare  htm  some  articles  to  bold  whilst  he  plun- 
itred  more.  At  this  time  be  was  standing  with 
doctor  Bowers^  and  James  E.  Blythe^  when  an 
adian,  without  any  provocation,  tomahawked 
Uvthe,  asd  scalped  him.  Shortly  after,  they  (the 
■diaas)  set  fire  to  the  houses  in  which  the  wound- 
i  had  been  quartered,  and  burnt  them  down, 
rith  the  bodies  of  those  whom  thev  had  mur- 
ered.  This  deponent  was  then  taaen  by  the 
adians,  in  company  with  Doctor  Dowers,  Charles 
l^arls,  Julius  Turner,  and  sereral  others,  to  Sandy 
#reek ;  that  on  the  way  he  saw  a  aumber  of  the 
fisoners  who  had  beea  tomahawked ;  that,  whilst 
t  Sandy  Creek,  they  murdered  Charles  Searls, 
Hiomas  8.  Crow,  and  three  or  four  others.  That 
bis  depooeat  wae  then  packed  with  forty  or  fifty 
lennds  weight,  and  ttkeo  to  the  river'  Rouge, 
vherethe  Indians  bad  encamped ;-  that,  whilst  he 
ras  there,  he  inquired  of  an  Indian  whether  he 
rould  take  him  to  Maiden,  as  he  wished  to  be 
iren  to  Captain  Elliott.  The  Indian  said,  if 
^ptain  Elliott  told  him  to  do  so  he  would,  as 
bey  always  did  as  he  requested  them.  This  de- 
ooenc  was  six  days  with  the  Indians  before  they 
i>ok  him  to  Detroit,  where  he  was  purchased  by 
Nephan  Maek  and  direr  W.  Miller,  for  eighty 
ollars.  That  the  British  officer  commanding  at 
>etrotf  (Major  Moir)  again  claimed  him  as  a 
British  prisoner,  notwithstanding  his  having  just 
een  ransomed  from  their  allies  fby  his  own 
0Qfttrymefr)a*d  seal  him  to  Sandwich,  where 
le  remained  until  the  9th  or  10th  February,  when 
e  was  sent  to  Fort  Oeorge*  and  there  paroled. 
Phis  deponent  states,  that^  while  a  prisoner  at 
landwich,  hcwas  several  times  treated  insulting- 
r  by  the  JBriltsh  officers,  and  by  one  John  Mc- 
iregor ;  thaif  the  eitiaens*  generally,  treated  the 
eisoners  with  kindness  and  attention  as  fkr  as 
vas  in  their  power. 

This  being  the  first  opportunity  the  deponent 
las  bad  of  expressing  bis  gratitude  to  the  Ameri* 
an  eitisens  who  treated  the  prisoners  with  so 
nuch  friendship  and  humanity  at  Detroit,  cannot 
vfrain  from  so  doinff ;  and,  as  long  as  he  lives, 
he  names  of  Messrs.  Mack,  Miller,  Smart,  Wood* 
vard,  Williams,  McDonald,  Hunt,  Mays,  dbe., 
hall  never  be  forgotten.       C.  BRADFORD. 


Sworn  aad  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  29th 
day  of  April,  1812. 

OLIVER  KIEN,  /.  P. 


United  States'  Ship  Madison, 

Sackett^a  Harbor,  June  4, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  you,  by  the 

hands  of  Lieutenant  Dudley,  the  British  standard 

taken  at  York  on  the  27th  of  April  last,  accompa* 

nied  by  the  mace  over  which  was  hung  a  human 

These  articles  were  taken  from  the  Parliament 
House  by  one  of  my  officers,  and  presented  to  me. 
The  scalp  I  caused  to  be  presented  to  General 
Dearborn,  who  I  believe  stifl  has  it  in  his  posses- 
sion. I  also  send,  by  the  same  gentleman,  one  of 
the  British  flags  taken  at  Fort  Gkorge  on  the  27th 
of  May. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

Hon.  W.  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Naty,  WatMngton, 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  filed  in  the  Navy 
Department,  July  22, 1813.  W.  JONES. 


No.  9. 


Oyiragee  at  Hampton,  in  Virginia. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Genatml  Taylor  to  Admiral 

Warren,  dated 

HsADanARTBRs,  Norfolk,  June  29, 1813. 
"  I  have  beard  with  grief  and  astonishment  of 
the  excesses,  both  to  property  and  persons,  com- 
mitted by  the  land  troops  who  took  possession  of 
Hampton.  The  respect  I  entertain  tor  your  per* 
sonal  character  leads  me  to  make  known  these 
excesses.  It  would  not  become  me  to  suggest 
what  course  of  inquiry  aad  punishment  is  doe  to 
the  honor  of  your  arms.  But  the  world  will  sup- 
pose those  acts  to  have  been  approved,  if  not  ex* 
cited,  which  are  passed  over  with  impunity.  I 
do  not,  however,  deprecate  any  measures  you 
may  think  necessary  or  proper,  but  am  prepared 
for  any  species  of  warfare  which  you  may  be  dts* 

rned  to  prosecute.  It  is  for  the  sake  of  humanity 
enter  this  protest. 

**  We  are,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  merely  in 
the  noviciate  of  our  warfare.  The  character  it 
will  hereaAer  assume,  whether  of  mildness  or 
ferocity,  will  materially  depend  on  the  first  opera- 
tions of  our  arms,  and  on  the  personal  character 
and  dispositions  of  the  respective  commanders. 

^  For  myself,  I  assure  you  most  solemnly,  that 
I  ndther  have  authorized,  nor  will  sanction,  any 
outrage  on  humanity  or  the  laws  of  civil  warfare. 
On  the  oontiary,  I  think  it  due,  no  less  to  my 
personal  honor  than  to  that  of  my  country,  to  re- 
press and  punish  every  excess.  I  hope  that  these 
sentiments  will  be  reciprocated.  It  will  depend 
on  you  whether  the  evils  inseparable  from  a  state 
of  war  shall,  in  our  operations,  be  tempered  by 
the  mildness  of  civilized  life,  or,  under  your  au- 
thority, be  aggravated  by  all  the  fiend-like  pas- 
sions which  can  be  instilled  into  them. 
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Manner  in  in&idk  the  War  it  waged  fry  Ihe  Enemiy. 


H.  B.  M.  Ship  San  Domiroo, 
Hampton  Roade,  June  29, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  hare  to  ackoowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  this  day,  stating  that  yoa  had  communi- 
cated to  your  Government  the  proposal  of  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  and,  also,  that  some  excesses 
had  Seen  committed  by  the  troops  in  the  late 
affair  at  Hampton.  I  have  communicated  to  my 
friend,  Sir  Sidney  Beckwith,  the  commander  of 
His  Majesty's  forces  on  shore,  this  part  of  your 
letter,  and  he  will  have  the  honor  of  writing  to 
you  upon  the  points  to  which  it  alludes. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  it  is  my  wish  to 
alleviate  the  misfortunes  of  the  war  commenced 
against  my  country,  by  every  means  in  my  power; 
at  the  same  time,  I  am  prepared  to  meet  any  re- 
sult that  may  ensue  between  the  two  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
faithful  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN, 

Admiral  of  the  Blue,  ^c. 

Brigadier  General  Taylor, 

Commanding  U.  S.  forces  aX  Hampton. 

A  true  copy. 

JAMES  MAURICE, 
Major,  Acting  A,  A.  G» 


H.  M.  Ship  San  Domingo, 

June  29, 1813. 

Sib:  Admiral  Sir  John  B.  Warren  having 
communicated  to  me  the  contents  of  your  letter, 
I  lose  no  time  in  assuring  you  that  your  wish 
cannot  exceed  mine  to  carry  on  war  with  every 
attention  to  the  unfortunate  individuals  in  whose 
immediate  vicinity  military  operations  may  take 
place.  In  this  spirit  I  shall  vie  with  you  to  the 
utmost.  At  the  same  time,  I  ought  to  state  to 
you  that  the  excesses  of  which  you  complain  at 
Hampton  were  occasioned  by  a  proceeding  of  so 
extraordinary  a  nature,  that,  if  I  bad  not  been  an 
eye-witness,  I  could  not  have  credited  it*  At  the 
recent  attempt  on  Craney  island,  the  troops  in  a 
barge  sunk  by  the  fire  of  your  guns,  clunff  to  the 
wreck  of  ihe  boat.  Several  Americans,  I  assure 
you  most  solemnly,  waded  off  from  the  island, 
and,  in  the  presence  of  all  engaged,  fired  upon 
and  shot  these  poor  fellows.  With  a  feeling 
natural  to  such  a  proceeding,  the  men  of  that 
corps  landed  at  Hampton. 

That  occurrences  of  that  kind  may  never  occur 
agaia,  and  that  the  troops  of  each  nation  may  be 
guided  by  sentiments  or  honor  and  humanity,  is 
the  earnest  wish  of,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

SIDNEY  BECKWITH, 
Quarter  Master  General, 

To  Brigadier  General  Taylor, 

Commanding  U.  8.  IVoope,  Norfolk. 

A  true  copy. 

JAMES  MAURICE. 
Major,  Acting  A.  A.  G. 


Headciuarterb,  Norfolk,  July  1\  1813. 

Sir:  It  affords  me  the  highest  satisfaction  to 
receive  your  assurance  that  you  wish  *'to  carry 


on  war  with  every  attention  to  the  unfertaonte 
individuals  in  whose  immediate  Tieinay  aulitary 
operations  may  take  place."  Socb  aentimeau 
can  alone  ^ive  splendor  to  courage,  and  coafcr 
honor  on  military  skill.  Worthless  is  the  ianrel 
steeped  in  female  tears,  and  joyless  the  eowpiests 
which  have  inflicted  needless  woe  on  the  peace- 
ful and  unresisting.  The  frankness  with  which 
you  admit  the  excesses  at  Hampton  is  a  gnaraa- 
tee  against  the  repetition. 

I  cannot  doubt,  sir,  your  convictiMi  that  the 
scene  described  byi  you  at  Craney  island  was 
really  acted  ;  but,  the  very  reason  it  appeared  lo 
you  incredible  and  inhuman,  it  shoald  have  beea 
unauthorized.  Your  own  pereeption  of  propri- 
ety shall  decide,  if  iaets  should  not  hare  beea  as- 
certained, and  redress  demanded,  before  reiaiiacion 
was  resorted  to— a  retaliation,  too,  ezciavi^^Rttt 
in  its  measure,  applying  not  to  the  perpefiaiofs 
of  the  alleged  offence,  or  their  eoBumda,  but  lo 
the  innocent  and  helpless.  I  have  reason  to  think 
that  you  are  mistaken  in  your  impceasions  of  the 
conduct  of  our  troops  at  Craney  island.  That 
they  waded  into  the  water  on  the  sinking  of  yovr 
boat  is  true ;  hut  I  ieam  that  it  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  their  conquest,  and  assisting  the 
perishing.  One  person  (perhaps  more)  was  shol^ 
but  it  was  only  lor  a  continued  effort  to  escape, 
after  repeated  offers  of  safety  on  surrender:  seek, 
at  least,  is  the  representation  made  to  me.  U^ 
howerer,  your  yielding  troops  have  beea  hoteh- 
ered,  it  is  aue  to  the  honor  of  our  arms  to  Aiwe\mm 
and  punish  the  enormity.  The  fameof  my  eoan* 
try  shall  never  be  tarnished  by  soeh  eondaet  ia 
the  troops  under  my  command.  I  have  to-day 
ordered  an  inquiry  into  the  facts,  by  a  board  of 
field  officers.  Proper  measures  shall  be  taken  to 
punish  whatsoever  of  impropriety  may  have  beea 
committed.  1  flatter  myseu  you  will  perceive  ia 
these  measures  a  disposition  to  afford  no  cause  of 
reproach  in  any  future  conflict.  When  we  meet, 
let  us  combat  as  soldiers,  jealous  of  the  hoaor  of 
our  respective  countries,  anxious  to  aurpass  each 
other  as  well  in  magnanimity  as  in  coarage. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  nay  constderadoa 
and  respecu  ROBT.  B.  TAYLOR, 

Brig.  Cren.  Ckmm^g. 

Sir  SiDRET  Bbckwith, 

Qjucartermaeter  Creneral,  ^c 

A  copy.       JOHN  MYERS,  Aid<U-Camp. 


Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  Brigadier  General  Taylor  is 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Norfolk,  July  8, 1813. 

I  enclose,  as  was  promised  yesterday,  copiea  of 
the  letters  written  to  Admiral  Warren  and  Qen- 
eral  Beckwith.  My  aid,  who  carried  them  down, 
yesterday,  brought  back  a  letter  from  Admiral 
Warren,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  and  has 
made  a  statement  of  what  occurred  in  his  eonler- 
ence  with  the  QeneraL 

The  letter  of  the  Admiral,  though  polite,  is  ee^ 
tainly  not  responsive  to  anything  which  has  ee- 
curred,  and  the  conversation  with  the  Gknenli 
though  equally  civil,  is  obviously  designed  to 
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Manner  in  which  the  War  is  waged  by  the  Enemy, 


}revent  any  further  discussion  of  the  subject, 
^rom  the  report  of  prisoners  and  deserters,  there 
8  too  much  rea.son  to  believe  thai,  before  the  at- 
Ack  on  Craney  island,  the  cupidity  of  the  troops 
lad  been  excited  by  a  promise  of  the  pillage  of 
Norfolk.  To  inflame  their  resentment,  after  their 
kilure,  and  to  keep  alive  the  hope  of  plunder 
It  Norfolk,  there  is  much  reason  to  fear  that  our 
roops  have  uomeritediy  been  charged  with  mis- 
ionduct  at  Craney  island,  and  that  made  a  pre- 
ext  for  their  excesses  and  their  conduct  at  Hamp- 
on.  I  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  justification  of 
he  honor  and  magnanimity  of  our  men,  by  the 
eports  of  the  board  of  officers.  I  do  not  mean 
hat  the  subject  shall  drop,  but  when  I  communi- 
cate the  report,  I  shall  leave  the  British  comman- 
ler  the  alternative,  either  of  adopting  similar 
neasnres  in  his  own  army,  or  remaining  under 
be  imputation  of  having  excited  their  troops  to 
ommit  these  excesses.  Our  troops  are  highly 
aflamed. 


Fotm  for  Captain  Myeca  in  bk  intArvkw  with  Admi- 
ral W^airan. 

A  defenceless  and  unresisting  town  has  been 
iven  up  to  indiscriminate  pillage,  though  civil- 
Bed  war  tolerates  this  only  as  to  fortified  places, 
arried  by  assault,  and  after  summons. 

Individuals  have  been  stripped  naked;  a  sick 
lan  stabbed  twice  in  the  hospital ;  a  sick  man 
bot,  at  Pembroke,  in  his  bed,  and  in  the  arms  of 
is  wife,  long  after  the  defeat  of  the  troops;  his 
rife  also  shot  at,  and  wounded-— a  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
[irby. 

Females  have  been  ndt  only  assaulted,  and  per- 
onally  abused  and  struck,  but  even  violated. 

If  occasion  offers,  notice  may  be  immediately 
aade  of  the  information,  given  by  prisoners  and 
eaertera,  of  the  promise  to  plunder  Norfolk. 

As  to  the  imputation  of  our  troops  at  Craney 
(land,  if  Admiral  Warren  should  mention  it,  de- 
j  the  fact,  and  state  the  actual  conduct  of  our 
roops,  in  ^oiog  into  the  water  to  assist  their  men, 
Dd  then  giving  them  refreshments  as  soon  as  they 
ntered  the  fort.  Refer  to  the  conduct  of  all  our 
risoners,  particularly  those  taken  from  the  boats 
f  the  Victorioos. 

JOHN  MYERS. 
Captain  and  Aidrde'Canvp. 


Headquarters,  Norfolk,  July  2, 1813. 

SiB :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  proceeded, 
esterday,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  Admiral  War- 
5D,  in  Hampton  Roads,  to  whom  I  handed  both 
le  despatch  for  himself  and  that  for  Sir  Sidney 
leckwith.  The  Admiral  received  me  with  civ- 
it  y,  and  with  many  acknowledgments  for  the 
srins  of  your  letter.  Sir  Sidney  was  on  shore 
i  Old  Point  Comfort.  Feeling  some  difficulty 
bout  the  propriety  of  delaying  on  board  for  his 
rrival,  I  was  about  to  depart,  but  Admiral  War- 
sn  expressed  a  wish  that  I  would  remain,  saying 
lat  he  would  desire,  no  doubt,  to  give  a  reply. 

Sir  Sidney  did  not  arrive  till  8  o'clock.    He 


expressed  great  respect  for  the  motives  that  had 
actuated  you,  sir,  in  the  measures  which  you 
were  pursuing.  They  were  more  than  he  de- 
sired. It  was  sufficient,  he  said,  if  yotkr  own  mind 
was  satisfied.  He  expressed  regret  at  the  trouble 
you  had  taken,  and  much  deference  for  your  char- 
acter»  with  a  resolution  to  vie  with  you  in  efforts 
to  confine  future  operations  within  the  bounds  of 
humanity,  and  the  usages  of  war.  He  said,  in 
allusion  to  the  pretended  conduct  of  our  men  at 
Craney  island,  that  it  proceeded  no  doubt  from  a 
few  of  the  more  disorderly.  I  denied  the  charge 
altogeth^  as  I  had  done  in  my  previous  inter- 
view, when  it  was  made  the  justification  of  their 
outrages  at  Hampton,  on  the  ground  of  retalia- 
tion. 

I  found  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  give  to 
your  despatch  a  written  reply.  By  the  light  man- 
ner in  which  he  glanced  at  the  subject  of  your 
investigation,  I  could  perceive  that  it  was  pressed 
further  than  was  desirable  to  him.  It  was  my 
wish,  however,  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  the 
probability  of  a  like  course  of  inquiry  on  nis  part 
and  I  enumerated  the  catalogue  of  abuses  ana 
violence  at  Hampton.  I  mentioned  the  pillage 
of  the  town,  and  the  wanton  destmction  of  med- 
icine ;  that  individuals  had  been  stripped  naked  ; 
a  sick  man  stabbed  twice,  who  was  m  the  hospi- 
tal ;  a  sick  man  shot  in  his  bed,  at  Pembroke,  and 
in  the  arms  of  his  wife,  who  was  also  shot  at,  and 
wounded,  long  after  tn^  defeat  of  the  troops — a 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby ;  and  finally,  the  assault  on 
females,  their  being  struck^  and  personally  abused, 
and  even  violiated. 

At  the  mention  of  the  murder  of  Kirby,  and 
the  wound  given  to  his  wife,  Sir  Sidney  distinctly 
admitted  it ;  the  others  he  appeared  not  to  be  ac* 
quainted  with  the  particulars  of,  and  expressed 
some  concern  at  it.  He  said  that  he  haa,  how- 
ever, on  comioff  to  a  knowledge  of  their  conduct, 
immediately  ordered  theembarltation  of  the  troops 
that  were  concerned,  with  a  determination  that 
they  should  not  again  land ;  and  that,  while  he 
was  unable  to  control  a  past  event,  the  responsi- 
bility of  a  recurrence  should  rest  on  himself;  that 
the  troops  under  his  command  were  strangers  to 
him,  on  his  arrival  here,  and  appealing  to  my 
knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  war  in  Spain,  in 
which  these  men  (meaning  the  French  corps)  he 
said  had  been  trained,  told  me  they  i^ould  not  be 
restrained. 

Thus  far  he  thouffht  he  could  not  give  a  more 
convincing  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  his  profes- 
sions, than  in  the  withdrawal  of  these  troops,  and 
that  he  bad, moreover,  just  been  employed  in  find- 
ing a  new  watering  place  on  Back  river,  in  order 
to  remove  from  Hampton,  and  to  quiet  tiie  minds 
of  the  inhabitants. 

He  assured  me  that  in  making  such  a  pledge, 
as  he  was  doing,  it  should  not  be  ughtly  regarded. 
That  he  would  either  send  away  these  troops,  or 
wait  the  arrival  of  others,  for  new  operations. 
He  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that  you,  sir, 
would  in  future  use  no  reserve  in  communicating 
any  subject  of  impropriety ;  and,  on  his  part,  that 
he  should  certainly  do  so,  with  due  regard  to  the 
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Itberality  of  yoor  cosducc    He  hoped  the  subject 
was  at  rest.    I  took  my  leave. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfaily,  yoor 
BMist  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MYERS, 
Captain  and  Aid-de'CamjK 

Brig.  Gen.  Robbbt  B.  Taylor,  Narfotk. 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  General  Taylor  lo  8ir  Sidney 
Beckwith,  Qnartermsster  General,  eommanding  tha 
land  forces  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  at  Hampton 
Roads,  dated 

HSADaUABTBRS,  JiiZjf  5, 1813. 

^  I  hare  now  the  honor  to  tmnsniit  to  yoa  the 
proceedings  of  the  board  of  officers  convened  to 
inqoire  into  the  transactions  at  Graney  islaad. 
They  doubtless  will  convince  you  thn^  in  tkat 
aflair,  the  American  troops  merited  no  censore ; 
that  their  condnct  was  distinguished  by  homanitv 
and  magnanimity ;  and  that  the  diatance  to  which 
you  were  removed  from  the  scene,  by  rendering 
It  impossible  that  you  could  be  informed  of  the 
rootivea  of  their  conduct,  unhappily  led  you  to 
draw  conclusioiM  equally  miataken  and  unmerited. 

"  You  have  done  me  the  justice  to  declare  that 
the  measures  pursued  by  me  evince  a  disposition 
to  permit,  in  my  troops,  no  abuses  on  humaaitv. 
or  the  laws  of  authorized  war.  As  I  can  not  doobc 
the  existence  of  similar  sentiments  with  you,  I 
have  a  right  to  expect,  on  your  part,  measures 
equally  decisive  and  unaoibiguous.  If  I  have 
deemed  it  needful  to  forbid  openly,  to  my  whole 
army,  ail  acts  of  impropriety,  and  to  direct  a  pub- 
lic investigation  of  charges  believed  to  be  unmer- 
ited, but  having  the  sanction  of  your  imputation, 
I  put  it  to  your  candor  to  determine,  if  excesses 
m  your  troops,  admitted  by  yourself,  and  some 
of  them  of  the  most  atrocious  character,  should 
^ass  unnoticed.  My  conduct,  and  your  declara- 
tions, ^ive  me  a  claim  to  ask  that  these  excesses 
be  punished.  Your  army  will  then  learn  the  ab- 
horrence you  feel  for  such  acts^  and  be  restrained, 
by  the  fear  of  your  indignation,  from  similar  out- 
nges.  But  if  these  admitted  excesses  are  passed 
by,  the  impunity  of  the  past  will  be  construed,  by 
your  troops,  into  an  eneonragement  of  future 
ontraffes,  and  your  own  humane  intentions  be 
eompletely  defeated.  Neither  can  you  be  un- 
mindful of  the  propriety  of  taking,  from  my  army 
the  pretexts  for  impropriety;  by  a  knowledge  of 
eliectual  restraints  on  yours.' 

^*  I  am  fully  impressed  with  the  liberality  of 
your  conduct  in  promising  to  remove  the  troops 
who  committed  the  outrages  of  Hamptoo  fixim 
the  opportunity  of  repeating  these  enormities. 
But,  beiides  that  my  confidence  in  the  galkntry 
of  the  American  troops  forbids  me  to  desire  any 
diminution  of  yoor  force,  and  such  a  measure 
being  liable  to  misconception,  hy  our  own  troops, 
might  not  attain  your  objecL  The  rank  and  file 
of  an  army  seldom  reason  very  profoundly,  and 
however  erroneously,  might  ascribe  their  with- 
drawal to  the  desertions  which  have,  on  every 
opportunity,  uken  place  in  that  corps,  and  in 
their  unwillingness,  if  any  should  have  been  dis- 


played, to  fire  on  the  American  troopa.   If  ikia 
should  unfortunately  be  the  case,  your  foice  will 
be  diminished,  without  securing  the  ^icat  ends 
of  discipline  and  humanity  for  which  yon  had, 
with  so  much  liberality,  made  the  snciifice.    I 
am  the  more  pressing  on  this  subject,  became  i 
have  reason  to  believe  that,  even  since  yoor  av 
surance,    though   unquestionnbly  agmiaat  yaw 
wishes,  very  improper  acu  have  been  coaamisii4 
by  the  troops  on  James  river.     The  domcsiic 
property  of  peacenble  private  citizeaa,  respected 
by  all  civilized  nations,  has  been  piiia|ged,  and 
what  furnished  no  alluremenu  to  cupidity  has 
been  wantonly  defined  and  desuoyed. 

^  If  such  acts  are  either  directed,  or  anncdoued, 
it  is  important  to  us,  and  to  the  world,  to  hnow 
what  species  of  warfare  the  arms  of  Grant  Brit- 
ain mean  to  wage.  If  authorized,  it  wili  be  of 
little  practical  avail  to  know,  that  the  director  o£ 
these  arms  entertains  the  most  hberai  peraoaal 
dispositions,  while  these  dispositions  reanaie  doc- 
man  t  and  inoperative. 

**  If  I  am  troublesome  on  this  subject,  charge 
it  to  my  anxious  desire  that  nothiag  aaay  oeeur 
to  embitter  our  own  feefings,  and  those  of  our 
respective  nations.  *In  the  pragiess  of  the  wai^ 
charges  of  inhumanity  have  unhappily  been  fre- 
quent and  reciprocal.  I  am  not  indifimat  to  the 
infamy  which  such  a  charge  fixes  on  the  officer, 
who  either  eBctNuages  or  perliuts  it.  I  derive  the 
highest  satisfaction  from  the  aasurmnces  you  have 
given  of  similar  sentiments.  We  hnv^  ni,  he- 
come  enemies,  by  the  sacred  obl^atioes  we  owe 
our  respective  countries.  But,  on  the  great  and 
expanded  subject  of  human  happiness,  we  should 
be  friends  by  the  sympathy  of  our  feeliM.  Ijet 
us  then  cordiallv  unite,  and  exercising  e&einaliy 
the  powers  with  which  our  Qovemmeuu  have 
invested  us,  give  to  our  warfare  a  character  ef 
magnanimity,  conferring  equal  honor  on  our- 
selves, and  on  our  countries." 


Extract  from  General  Ovden. 

NoaFOLK,  Mm  lU^  1813. 
AmiMtUua  Ad^miant  GeneraPM  Ogkt. 

The  General  commanding^  has  deemed  it  proper 
to  remonstrate  against  the  excesses  com mkied  by 
the  British  troops  who  took  ponession  of  Hamp- 
ton. It  has  been  attempted  to  justify,  or  pnUiaK^ 
these  excesses,  on  the  ground  of  inhumanity  ia 
some  of  the  troops  at  Craney  island,  who  are 
charged  with  having  waded  into  the  river,  and 
shot  at  the  unresisting  and  yielding  fee^  who 
clung  to  the  wreck  of  a  boat  which  had  been 
sunk  by  the  fire  of  our  guns. 

Humanity  and  mercy  are  inseparable  from  true 
courage,  and  the  General  knows  too  well  the 
character  of  the  troops  under  his  command  to 
doubt  their  magnanimity  towards  an  unreaistittg 
foe.  It  is  equally  due  to  the  honor  of  the  troops 
encaged,  and  to  the  hitherto  unquestioned  fame 
of  the  American  arms,  for  honor  and  clemencv, 
that  the  imputation  should  be  investigated,  a 
the  charge  be  well  founded,  the  nrmy  must  ke 
purified  by  punishment  for  this  nbominntion.  If, 
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be  commander  hopes  and  belieres,  the  conduct 
>ur  troops  has  been  misconceiTed,  the  world 
iild  have  an  authentic  record  to  repel  the  im- 
Uion. 

[e,  therefore,  directs  that  a  board  of  officers, 
onsist  of  Colonel  Freeman,  President,  Lieu- 
iDt  Colonels  Boykin,  MasoD,  and  Read,  do 
vene  the  day  after  to-morrow,  at  a  place  to 
ippointed  by  the  President,  for  the  purpose  of 
estimating  these  cbarfres,  and  report  accord- 
[y.  JAMES  MAURICE, 

Major,  Act.  Ast,  Ad,  Gen, 

»  evidence  having  been  gone  through,  the 
(card,  after  deliberate  and  mature  eonsidera- 
ioD,  do  pronounce  the  following  opinion : 

!bat  it  appears^  from  the  testimony  adduced, 
ty  on  the  22d  of  last  month,  in  the  action  at 
ocy  island,  two  of  the  enemy's  boats,  in  front 
Jif  ir  line,  were  sunk  by  the  fire  of  cmr  batte- 
•f  the  soldiers  and  sailors  who  were  in  those 
la  were  eonseqaently  afloat,  and  in  danger  of 
WBiDg ;  and  being  in  front  of  the  boats  which 
«  uniojared.  to  disable  these,  our  guns  were 
riiy  firea  in  a  direction  of  the  men  in  the 


General  Taylor  for  his  polite  communication,  and 
to  repeat  his  earnest  wish  that  military  operations 
should  be  carried  on  with  all  the  liberality  and 
humanitv  which  becomes  the  respective  nations. 
Any  infringement  of  the  established  usages  of 
war  will  instantly  be  noticed  and  punished. 


:er,  bat  with  no  intention  whatever  to  do  them 
;lker  barm,  but,  on  the  contrary,  orders  were 
en  to  prevent  this  by  ceasing  to  fire  grape,  and 
f  to  fire  round  shot.  It  also  is  substantiated, 
^  one  of  the  enemy,  who  had  apparently  snr- 
iered,  advanced  towards  the  shore,  about  one 
dred  yards,  when  he  suddenly  turned  to  his 
kt,  and  endeavored  to  make  his  escape  to  a 
y  of  the  enemy  who  had  landed  above  the 
ad,  and  who  were  then  in  view ;  then,  and  not 
then,  was  be  fired  upon,  to  bring  bim  back, 
leh  bad  the  desired  effect,  and  he  was  taken 
kvrt  to  the  bland. 

t  farther  appears^  that  the  troops  on  the  island 
rted  themselves  m  acts  of  hospitality  and  kind- 
B  to  the  unresisting  aad  yielding  foe. 
Therefore,  the  Board  do,  with  great  satisfac- 
I,  declare,  as  their  unbiassed  opinion,  that  the 
rge  alleged  against  the  troops  is  unsupported, 
1  that  the  character  of  the  American  soldiery, 
humanity  and  magnanimity,  has  not  been  com- 
led,  bnt,  on  the  contrary,  confirmed." 

CONSTANT  FREEMAN, 

Colonel  Artillery,  Prendent. 

ARMISTBAD  T.  MASON, 
IaoU.  Colonel,  commanding  6lh  Beg.  htf, 

FRANCIS  M.  BOYKIN, 
IaM.  Colonel  f  commanding  3d  Beg.  Ml 

THOMAS  READ,  Jan., 
Lieui.  Colonel,  commanding  Artillery. 

JOHN  BARBER,  Becorder. 
i  true  and  correct  copy. 

JAMBS  MAURICE, 
Mctfor,  Act,  Aet.  Ad.  Gen. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Tsjior  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Norfolk.  July  7, 1813. 

*'  The  Board  of  officers  convened  to  examine 
the  charge  brought  against  our  troops  in  the  af- 
fair at  Craney  island  have  made  such  a  report  as 
an  American  could  desire.  I  enclosed  a  copy 
yesterday  to  the  British  commander,  with  a  let- 
ter, of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed.  The  bearer  of 
my  despatch  was  met  by  a  flag,  the  officer  of 
wKich  received  the  despatch,  and  a  few  hours 
after  returned  with  an  answer,  of  which  a  copy 
is  also  enclosed.  I  fear,  from  the  generality  of 
its  terms,  that  little  amelioration  of  the  system, 
hitherto  practised,  is  be  to  expected ;  bnt  some- 
thing is  gained  by  placing  the  enemy  so  decidedly 
in  the  wrong,  that  the  world  cannot  doubt  ta 
whom  is  to  be  ascribed  any  excesses  which  here- 
after may  be  committed  on  either  side.'' 


jiy  of  t  note  from  Sir  Sidney  Beckwith  to  General 
rs^lor,  dated, His  Majesty's  tlup  San  Domingo,  July 
(,1813. 

Quartermaster  General  Sir  Sidney  Beckwith 
;s  leave  to  return  his  best  acknowledgments  to 
13th  Co2f.  2d  ^Ktfs.— 74 


Extract  of   an    official   letter*  addressed   by  Major 
Cratchfield  to  Governor  Barbour,  dated 

York  County,  Halp-way  Houas, 

June  20, 1813. 
^  To  give  you,  air,  an  idea  of  the  savage-like 
disposition  of  the  enemy,  on  their  getting  pot- 
session  of  the  neighborhood,  would  be  but  a  vain 
attempt.  Although  Sir  Sidney  Beckwith  assur- 
ed me  that  no  uneasiness  might  be  felt  in  relation 
to  the  unfortunate  Americans,  the  fact  is,  that, 
on  yesterday,  there  were  several  dead  bodies  ly- 
ing unburied,  and  the  wounded  not  even  assisted 
into  town,  although  observed  to  be  crawling 
towards  a  cold  and  io hospitable  protection.  The 
unfortunate  females  of  Hampton,  who  could  not 
leave  town,  were  suffered  to  be  abused  in  the 
most  shameful  manner,  not  only  by  the  venal 
savage  foe,  but  by  the  unfortunate  and  infatuated 
blacks,  who  were  encouraged  by  them  in  their 
excesses.  They  pillaged,  and  encouraged  every^ 
act  of  murder  and  rapine— killing  a  poor  man 
by  the  name  of  Kirby^  who  had  been  lying  on 
his  bed  at  the  point  ol  death  for  more  that  six 
weeks ;  shooting  his  wife  in  the  hip  at  the  same 
time,  and  killing  his  faithful  dog  while  lying  un- 
der his  feet.  The  murdered  Kirby  was  lying, 
last  night,  weltering  in  his  bed." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Cooper  of  the  Cavalry, 
to  Charles  K.  Malloiy,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  Virginia. 

*'  I  was  yesterday  in  Hampton  with  my  troop; 
that  place  having  been  evacuated  in  the  morn- 
ing by  the  British.  My  blood  ran  cold  at  what 
I  saw  aod  heard.  The  lew  distressed  inhabitants 
running  up  io  every  direction  to  congratulate  us; 
tears  were  shedding  in  every  corner.    The  in- 
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femous  scoundrels,  monsters,  destroyed  every- 
tbinfi^  but  the  houses,  and  (my  pen  is  almost  un- 
willing to  describe  iO  the  women  were  ravished 
by  the  abandoned  ruffians !  Great  God !  my  dear 
friend,  can  you  figure  to  yourself  our  Hampton 
females  seized  and  treated  with  violence  by  those 
monsters,  and  not  a  solitary  American  arm  pres- 
eat  to  avenge  their  wrongs  ?  But  enough ;  I  can 
no  more  of  this. 

^  They  have  received  a  reinforcement  of  two 
thousand,  in  all  six  thousand  men ;  and  Norfolk 
or  Richmond  is  their  immediate  aim.  Protect 
yourselves  from  such  scenes  as  we  have  witness- 
ed. They  retired  in  great  confusion,  leavins  he- 
hind  three  thousand  weight  of  beef,  mussets, 
ammuoitioUi  canteens,  d&c,  and  some  of  their 
men,  which  we  took.  It  is  supposed  that  they 
apprehended  an  immediate  attack  from  six  thou- 
sand of  our  men,  which  caused  them  to  retreat 
so  precipitately.  My  friend,  rest  assured  of  one 
thing,  they  cannot  conquer  Americans;  they 
cannot  stand  them  :  if  we  had  had  one  thousand 
two  hundred  men,  we  should  have  killed  or  taken 
the  greater  part  of  them. 


and  Mrs.  Hopkins,  have  informed  me  of  ciieiie 
particulars.  Another,  in  the  presence  of  old  Mr* 
Hope,  had  her  gown,  dbc.  cat  oflT  with  a  sword, 
and  violence  offered  in  his  presense,  which  ke 
endeavored  to  prevent,  but  had  to  qait  the  rodm, 
leaving  the  unfortunate  victim  in  their  poisettion, 
who,  no  doubt,  was  abused  in  the  same  way. 
Old  Mr.  Hope*  himself  was  stripped  nakd, 
pricked  with  a  bayonet  in  the  arm,  aod  slappei 
in  the  face;  and  were  I  to  mention  a  hundred 
cases  in  addition  to  the  above,  I  do  not  know  that 
I  should  exaggerate." 


From  the  same  to  the  same,  dated 

Arvistead's  Mill,  near  Hampton. 

Jvly  10, 1813. 
^  Dear  Friend  :  Your  favor  of  the  7th  has  just 
been  received  through  the  politeness  of  Major 
Crutchfield.  who  had  it  forwarded  to  me  at  this 
place.  I  am  surprised  to  hear  that  you  have 
among  you  a  man  who  would  endeavor  to  apolo- 

fiae  for  the  unprecedented  villany  and  brutal  con- 
nct  of  the  enemy  in  Hampton.  Be  assured  of 
one  fact,  that  that  which  I  informed  you  of  in  my 
last  was  strictly  true. 

^*  You  request  me  to  make  known  to  you  a  few 
of  the  distressing  particulars,  in  a  way  which  will 
force  conviction  upon  the  minds  of  the  incredu- 
lous. I  will  attend  to  it,  mv  friend,  that  you  may 
be  enabled  to  confound  such  with  positive  proofs. 
At  present  you  must  content  yourself  with  the 
following,  and  believe  it  as  religiously  as  ftny  fact 
heyond  denial. 

^  Mrs.  Tornbnll  was  pursued  up  to  her  waist 
in  the  water,  and  dragged  on  shore  by  ten  or 
twelve  of  these  ruffians,  who  satiated  their  brutal 
desires  upon  her,  after  pulling  off  her  clothes, 
stockings,  shoes,  dbc.  This  was  seen  by  your 
nephew  Keith,  and  many  others.  Another  case — 
a  married  woman,  her  name  unknown  to  me, 
with  her  infant  child  in  her  arms,  Tthe  child  for- 
cibly dragged  from  her)  shared  the  same  fate. 
Two  young  women,  well  known  to  many,  whose 
names  will  not  be  revealed  at  this  time,  suffered 
in  like  manner.    *  Doctor  Colton,  Parson  Hobon, 

*  The  former  of  these  gentlemen  acted  as  surgeon 
to  the  detachment  lately  stationed  at  Hampton,  and  is 
a  joong  gentleman  of  the  first  respectability.  The 
latter  is  president  of  the  academy  at  that  place,  and 
stands  deservedly  high  in  public  estimation.  Mrs.  Hop- 
kins, also,  is  a  lady  of  very  high  respectability,  and  of 
the  most  unquestionable  vetacitj. 


Extract  fimn  a  report  made  to  Iffajor  Omchfiald  by 
Thomas  Griffin  and  Robert  Lively,  £af m.  dftaii 

YoBK,  414  Jwl9,  ISia 
^'UpoB  reaching  Hampton,  a  scene  oif  dfvaif 
tioD  and  destruction  presented  icsd£  ThoiSMF 
inhabitanu  we  found  m  town  aeased  not  yet  to 
have  recovered  from  their  alarm:  dissMLy  and 
coneternation  sat  on  everv  cownnntaee:  lepetia 
had  reached  ua  of  the  violeiice  and  aacaaatolM 
fury  of  the  enemy  after  they  obtained  poseeisiaa 
of  the  place ;  their  conduct,  in  sone  easeik  heing 
repcetfenied  such  as  would  have  dkgraced  te 
days  of  Vandalism.  Our  feelwfs  weca  noeh 
excited,  and  we  deemed  it  our  duty  to  pnraoe  the 
inquiry  as  far  as  practicable,  and  ate  aorrf  to  say, 
that,  from  all  the  information  we  conld  pcocaii^ 
from  sources  too  respectahle  to  peraut  ns  io  doaht, 
we  are  compelled  to  believe  that  acts  of  vio/eace 
have  been  perpetrated,  which  have  dtsgaeed  the 
age  in  which  we  live.  The  aez,  hitherto  guarded 
by  the  soldier's  honor^  escaped  not  the  mde  as- 
saults of  8U|>erior  force ;  nor  could  diaease  diaam 
the  foe  of  his  ferocity.  The  apology,  that  thane 
atrocities  were  committed  by  French  soVikis 
attached  to  the  British  forcea  now  in  our  watan^ 
appeara  to  us  no  justification  of  those  who  em- 
ployed them.  beUeving,  aa  we  do,  that  an  offiocr 
is,  or  should  oe,  ever  respoasible  for  thecaadaet 
of  the  troops  under  his  command." 


To  iJU  Ediiar  of  the  £isfifcrcr. 

Sib:  Having  just  returned  from  Hamftsni 
where  I  made  myself  acquainted  with  all  the 
particulars  of  British  outrage,  whilst  that  plaee 
was  in  their  possession,  I  am  requested;  hy  maay 
peraoasf  to  communicate,  through  yQ«»  lo  dw 
public,  the  information  I  have  given  them.  I  do 
this  with  no  hope  or  expecutima  of  saltWytiig 
those  who  requiied  other  testimooy  than  Major 
Crutchfi^d's  or  Captain  Cooper^.  I  ¥»  well 
know  there  are  those  among  ua^  who  will  still 
doubt,  or  pretend  to  douht.  But  aa  I  hdieTe  ilMi 
class  to  be  few  io  number,  and  insignificant  ia 
the  public  estimation ;  as  I  firmly-  beUere  thst 
a  large  majority  of  all  political  persuasions  lie 
open  to  conviction,  and  feelingly  alive  to  their 

*Thi8  worthy  old  gentleman  is  bowing  henealh  the 
pressure  of  age,  being  near  70,  or  older :  has  a  astt^ 
reus  family,  most  of  them  8on%  now  in  the  serrics  of 
their  country. 
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lOUDtry's  wrongs;  I  caaiiot  withhold  from  tbem 
the  facts,  whose  simple  recital  will,  according  lo 
their  different  temperaiBeots,  inflame  them  with 
mee^  or  fill  them  with  horror. 

My  name  you  are  at  liberty  to  give  the  poblic, 
>r  ottly  to  those  who  may  inquire  for  it,  as  you 
ihink  proper.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  those 
ivho  knew  me,  whether  Federal  or  Republican, 
irill  know  and  acknowledge  that  I  am  incapable 
^f  publishing  a  falsehood ;  and  I  arer,  that  every 
itatement  inconsistent  with  the  following,  no  mat- 
er on  whose  authority  it  is  mftde,  is  untrue;  in 
woof  of  which  I  solemnly  undertake,  before  the 
irorld,  to  establish  every  fact  contained  in  it,  pro- 
dded an  J  gentleman  will  sign  his  name  to  a  de- 
lial  of  either  of  tbem. 

I  went  to  Hampton  with  the  determination 
if  inquiring  minutely  into  the  truth  of  reports, 
rfaieb  I  hoped,  for  the  honor  of  a  soldier's  pro- 
ession,  and  of  human  nature,  to  have  found  ejc- 
ggeiuiied.  In  the  investigation,  I  resolved  to 
•ptnd  on  the  second  hand  relation  of  no  one, 
rhere  I  could  mount  to  the  original  source  of  evi- 
eace;  but  since,  in  some  cases,  this  was  imprac- 
iflahle,  I  feel  it  a  duty  carefully  to  distinguish 
lie  one  class  from  the  other. 

That  the  town  and  country  adjacent  was  given 
p  to  the  indiscriminate  plunder  of  a  licentious 
sddiery,  except,  perhapsj  the  house  where  the 
eadquarters  were  fixed,  is  an  undeniable  truth. 
Lvery  article  of  valuable  property  was  taken 
rom  it.  In  oiany  bouses  not  even  a  knife,  a  fork, 
r  plate  was  left.  British  oflSicers  were  seen  by 
^r.  CoUon  in  the  act  of  plundering  a  Mr.  Jones's 
tor^.  His  house,  although  he  remained  in  town, 
ras  rifled,  and  his  medicine  thrown  into  the 
ublic  street,  just  opposite  where  many  officers 
lok  up  thetr  quarters^  who  must  have  been  eye- 
rftnessea  of  the  scene.  The  church  was  pillaged, 
ad  the  plate  belonging  to  it  taken  away,  al- 
lough  ioaeribed  with  the  donor's  name.  The 
niniLiiills  in  the  neighborhood  were  stripped  of 
leir  sails.  The  closets,  private  draweri,  and 
ranks  of  the  inhabitants,  were  broken  open,  and 
iarcely  anything  seemed  to  be  too  trifliuff  an 
bject  to  excite  the  cupidity  of  these  robbers, 
everal  gentlemen  informed  me  that  much  of 
leir  plunder  was  brought  into  the  back  yard  of 
[rs.  Weal  wood's  house,  where  Sir  Sidney  Beck- 
rith  and  Admiral  Cockbura  resided.  But  I  had 
a  opportunity  of.  seeing  this  ladv,  who,  it  was 
lid,  would  testify  to  the  fact.  In  short,  Hampton 
ihibits  a  dreary  and  desqlate  appearance,  which 
D  Anaerican  can  witness  unmoved.  Doctor 
ITardlaw  and  Mr.  John  Q.  Smith,  of  this  city, 
isited  it  in  company  with  me ;  and  their  indig- 
Itioa  was  equal.  They,  and  every  one  who 
\w  and  heard  what  I  have  stated,  united  in  ex- 
sratiug  the  monsters  who  perpetrated  these  eoor- 
lities ;  and  political  distinctions,  if  any  existed, 
ore  lost  in  the  nobler  feelings  of  pity  for  the 
ifiorers,  and  a  generous  ardor  to  avenge  their 
Tonga. 

Here  it  majr  be  necessary  to  notice  a  publica- 
Mi  I  have  this  moment  read  in  the  Alexandria 
:azette  of  the  I2thj  where,  among  other  thi/igs, 


it  is  said,  on  the  authority  of  a  '*  gentleman  who 
was  in  Hampton  the  day  after  the  eva<;uation  by 
the  enemv,"  that  it  was  believed  there  ''that 
nearly  all  the  plundering  was  committed    by 
the  negroes;"  and  that  he  saw  many  ^^ articles 
brought  to  the  magistrates  which  had  been  se- 
creted in  the  negro  houses."    That  some  plun- 
dering may  have  been  committed  by  the  negroes, 
who,  as  I  was  told,  were  embodied  and  paraded 
through  the  streets,  is  probable  enough ;  that  the 
expression  of  such  an  opinion  may  have  been 
heard  in  Hampton  is  likewise  probable ;  but  I  do 
utterly  deny,  that  it  is  believed  there,  by  any  per- 
son  worthy  of  credit,  that  *^  nearly  all  the  plun- 
dering was  committed  by  them."    Let  the  ffea- 
tlemao,  then,  who  ^ives  this  account,  state  trom 
whom  he  derived  his  information.  Let  him  give 
the  names  of  the  magistrates  who  received  the 
plunder  thus  found,  and  his  own ;  and  let  him 
declare  what  were  the  main   articles  he  saw 
brought  in.    I  will  not  directly  hazard  the  asser- 
tion, but  I  am  very  much  inclined  to  believci 
there  were  no  magistrates  in  the  town  at  the  time 
spoken  of,  unless  rarson  Holson,  Dr.  Colton,  or 
Captain  Wills,  are  magistrates;   and  with  all 
these  gentlemen  I  conversed,  and  heard  not  a 
whisper  countenancing  the  statement  in  the  Alex- 
andria paper.    How  it  is  known  that  the  negroes 
''  had  the  address,"  first  to  impose  on  the  British 
commanders,  and  then  on  the  American  troops, 
which  ^'induced  them  to  retreat  to  York,"  ana 
leave  Hampton  to  be  plundered  by  these  artful 
rogues,  that  gentleman  is  left  to  say;  but  that 
the  American  troops  did  not  retire  to  York,  in 
consequence  of  such  information,  is  undoubtedly 
true.    Nor  is  it  less  true  that  Captain  Cooper^ 
troop  arrived  in  time  to  prevent  any  plundering 
of  the  least  consequenc^  after  the  evacuation; 
and  in  time  to  prevent,  what  many  gentlemen 
there  believed  to  have  been  a  plan  concerted  be-  . 
tween  the  black  and  white  allies — the  firing  of 
the  town. 

That  ^'Admiral  Warren  expressed  his  regret 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Hampton  had  not  all 
remained,  as  in  that  case  no  plundering  would 
have  happened,  is  probable  enough ;  and  is  con- 
formable with  the  answer  siven  to  Captain  Willis, 
who  complained  to  Cockburn  and  Beckwith  of 
the  destruction  of  his  private  property.  *'  Why 
did  you  quit  your  house?"  said  these  honorable 
men.  "I  remained  in  my  house,"  answered 
Doctor  Colton,  '*  and  have  found  no  better  treat- 
ment." 

That  Kirby,  who,  for  seven  weeks  or  more, 
had  been  confined  to  his  bed,  and  whose  death 
the  savages  only  a  little  hastened,  was  shot  in 
the  arms  of  bis  wife,  is  not  denied.  Those  who 
wish  for  further  confirmation  may  ao  and  take 
him  from  his  grave,  and  weep,  if  they  can  feel 
for  an  American  citizen,  over  iiis  mangled  body. 
They  may  go  to  his  wounded  wife,  and  hear  her 
heart-rending  tale,  and  then  they  may  turn  to 
the  account  of  the  gentleman,  and  derive  consola- 
tion from  the  excuse  (which  I  never  heard)  *^  that 
it  was  done  in  revenge  for  the  refusal  of  the  mil- 
itia to  give  quarter  to  some  Frenchmen,  who 
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were  on  board  a  barge  that  was  sank  byr  our 
troops,  who  continued  to  fire  on  the  almost  drown- 
ing men,  when  making  for  the  shore."  This  vile 
slander  on  our  troops  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be 
met,  in  the  proper  manner,  by  the  gallant  officer 
who  commands  them  at  Norfolk.  But  the  worst 
is  to  come. 

I  conversed  with  a  lady  whose  name  is  men- 
tioned in  Captain  Cooper's  letter,  in  company 
with  Parson  Holson,  Doctor  Colton,and  Captain 
Willis.  Her  story  was  too  shocking  in  its  details 
to  meet  the  public  eye.  When  I  had  convinced 
her  of  the  object  I  had  in  view  in  visiting  her — 
that  it  was  dictated  by  no  impertinent  curiosity, 
but  a  desire  to  know  the  whole  truth,  to  enable 
me,  on  the  one  hand,  to  do  justice  even  to  an 
enemy,  or,  on  the  other,  to  electrify  my  couo try- 
men  with  the  recital  of  her  sufferings,  she  dis- 
covered everything  which  her  convulsive  strug- 
gles between  shame  and  desire  to  expose  her 
brutal  assailants  would  permit.  This  woman 
was  seized  by  five  or  six  ruffians,  some  of  them 
drefsed  in  red  and  speaking  correctly  the  English 
language,  and  stripped  naked.  Her  cries  and  her 
prayers  were  disregarded,  and  her  body  became 
the  subject  of  the  most  abominable  indecencies. 
8he  at  one  time  made  her  escape,  and  ran  into 
a  creek  hard  by,  followed  by  a  young  daughter; 
whence  she  was  dragged  by  the  monsters  in  hu- 
man shape,  to  experience  new  and  aggravated 
suffering.  In  this  situation  she  was  kept  the 
whole  night,  whilst  her  screams  were  heard  at 
intervals  by  some  of  the  Americans  in  town,  who 
could  only  clasp  their  hands  in  hopeless  agony. 

Virginian!  American!  Friend  or  enemy  of 
the  administration,  or  of  the  war!  go,  tin  I  have 
done,  to  this  woman's  house  and  hear  and  see 
her.  See  too  her  young  daughter  on  the  bed  of 
sickness,  in  consequence  of  the  abuses  of  that 
night!  and  your  heart,  if  it  be  made  of  *' penetra- 
ble stuff,''  will  throb  with  indignation,  and  a  thirst 
for  revenge,  and  your  band  instinctively  grasp 
the  weapon  for  innicting  it. 

A  Mrs.  Briggs  related  to  us,  rhat  a  woman 
who  had  come  to  Hampton,  to  visit  her  husband, 
who  was  in  the  militia,  was  taken  forcibly  from 
her  side  by  four  soldiers  in  green,  and  with  her 
Toung  child,  which  one  of  them  snatched  from 
her  arms,  borne  to  the  hospital,  in  spite  of  her 
screams.  They  had  previously  robbed  them  of 
their  rings,  and  attempted  to  tear  open  their 
bosoms.  A  Mrs.  Hopkins,  who  ^vas  not  in  town 
when  I  was  there,  obtained  the  assistance  of  an 
officer,  and  rescued  the  woman  from  her  ravish- 
crs,  but  not  until  one  of  them  had  gratified  his 
abominable  desires.  1  was  told  by  the  gentleman 
who  accompanied  me,  that  Mrs.  Hopkins  con- 
firmed this  statement,  and  would  swear  to  at  least 
two  other  cases  of  a  similar  kind,  without,  how- 
ever, giving  up  the  names  of  the  youog  and  re- 
spectable women  who  suffered. 

Doctor  Colton  and  Captain  Mills,  assisted  by 
an  officer,  rescued  another  lady  from  the  greatest 
of  all  calamities. 

Old  Mr.  Hope,  aged,  as  he  told  Major  Crutoh- 
fteld,  (in  my  presence)  sixty-four  or  five  years, 


was  seized  by  these  wretches  and  stripped  sf  att 
his  clothing,  even  of  his  shoes  mDd  bissbst.  A 
bayonet  was  run  a  little  way  into  his  arm  Mad, 
as  if  in  cruel  sport;  while  several  irere  held  is 
his  breast.  In  this  situation  he  wais  keptfwa 
considerable  time,  and  would  probably  havebeea 
another  victim  of  their  rage,  if  their  atteniioa  W 
not  been  diverted  to  a  woman,  who  had  wam^ 
refuge  in  his  house.  They  followed  her  into  the 
kitchen,  whither  she  had  run  for  safely,  lb. 
Hope  made  off  amidst  her  agonizia^  aeieaBu,8ai 
when'  he  returned  to  his  house,  he  was  toU  bf 
his  domestics  that  their  horrid  parposes  were  ac- 
complished.   This  I  had  from  nim. 

How  far  this  violation  extended  will  oever  fe 
known.  Women  will  notpublish  what  they  coa- 
sider  their  own  shame,  and  the  men  in  lowa  were 
canefuUy  watched  and  gnarded.  Bot  esoi^  is 
known  to  induce  the  belief  of  the  erisbaice  oi 
many  other  cases,  and  enough  to fiie  every  aiaaiy 
bosom  with  the  irrepressible  desire  of  reveage. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  tire  the  poblie  patieate, 
or  I  could  tell  of  enormities  little  inferior  to  tha 
above.  But  the  enemy  are  convicted  of  robbery, 
rape,  and  murder,  and  it  is  onneeessary  to  add  to 
the  catalogue  of  their  crimes. 

Men  of  Virginia  1  will  voa  penntt  all  thist 
Fathers,  and  brothers,  and  husbands,  will  yoa 
fold  your  arms  in  apathy,  and  oaly  caraeyoar 
despoilers  ?  No,  you  will  fly  with  geaeroos  eth 
ulation  to  the  unfurled  standard  of  yov  eoontrj^ 
Yon  will  imitate  the  example  of  those  generoos 
spirits  who  are,  even  now,  in  crowds,  tendering 
their  services  to  the  Commander-ia-Chief;  who 
are  pouring  from  their  native  moantaias,  and  so* 
lieiting  to  be  led  against  the  enemy  wherever  he 
dares  to  show  his  face.  You  wtU  prove  yoar> 
selves  worthy  of  the  immortal  hoaor  that  the  en- 
emy has  conferred  opoa  yoa  in  seleeiing  yon  ai 
the  object  of  his  vengeance.  You  will  acgled; 
for  a  time,  all  civil  pursuits  and  oocupatioBi^  and 
devote  yourselves  to  the  art,  a  kaowledge  of  Which 
the  enemy  has  made  accessary.  Yoq  will  lean 
to  command;  and,  with  '^Hamptoa"  as  yoar 
watch-word-— to  conqaer. 

P.* 


York,  Jalr  4»  1814. 
Sir  :  Anxious  to  effiict,  as  early  as  possible, tie 
objects  of  the  flag  intrusted  to  us  by  Toa  oa  the 
1st  instant,  we  proceeded,  immediately  after  re- 
ceiving your  despatches  for  Admiral  Warreaaad 
General  Taylor,  to  Hampton.  On  oar  arrrvaJ  af 
the  latter  place,  some  difficulty  arose  in  procariag 
a  vessel  to  convey  as  to  the  British  fieec;  and 
after  some  delay,  we  were  compelled  to  embark 
in  a  small,  open,  four-oared  boat,  the  only  oae,  it 
seemed,  which  the  fury  of  the  enemy  had  left 
capable  of  floating.  We  proceeded  to  the  fleet  ef 
the  enemy  with  the  utmost  despatch  wbteh  oar 
little  skiff,  and  the  excessive  heat  of  the  ^y, 
would  permit ;  and  when  distant  from  the  Ac- 

*  Believed^  apoa  good  sntfaority.  to  bs  Golooai  K^ 
ard  S*  Psiker,  of  Westmovslaad  pvas^^  Viigiaia. 
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miraFs  ship  sboot  a  half  mile^  were  met  and  hailed 
by  a  barge  of  the  enemy,  the  offieer  of  wbioh  was 
informed  we  had  despatches  for  Admiral  Warren. 
We  were  invited  into  the  barge,  which  inritation 
was  aceepted,  as  well  to  relieve  ourselves  from 
the  oonfinement  on  board  our  little  vessel,  to 
lighten  as  much  as  possible  the  burden  of  our 
oarsmen,  and  proceed  with  as  much  expedition 
ms  practicable  to  obtain  the  objects  of  our  mission. 
On  our  arrival  at  the  Admiral's  ship  (the  San 
Domingo)  we  were  directed  to  proceed  to  the 
"'  Sceptre,"  a  line  of  battle  ship,  on  which  we 
were  informed  Admiral  Cockbnrn  had  recently 
hoisted  his  flag.  Arrtvin^r  alongside  of  this  ship 
we  were  desired  by  the  officer  of  the  bar^e  to  as- 
cend the  ship*  Upon  our  reaching  the  deck,  we 
found  a  large  assemblage  of  officerii — certainly 
a  greater  number  than  could  be  necessarily  at- 
tached to  a  single  ship.  In  the  space  of  ten  min- 
Dtes  the  two  Admirals,  Warren  and  Cockburn, 
ap(nroached;  to  the  former,  we  delivered  your 
despatches,  who.  upon  perusal,  evinced  embar- 
rassment, and  after  a  short  pause,  said,  that  the 
principal  object  of  the  fla^  appeared  to  be  to  pro- 
Btire  supplies  for  your  hospital.  He  was  answered 
in  the  affirmative.  Could  not  these  supplies  have 
been  as  easily  and  early  procured  from  Richmond 
as  from  Norfolk  ?  We  thought  not.  The  Ad- 
miral then  said  he  would  reflect  upon  the  subject, 
and  return  us  an  answer  soon,  and  retired  with 
A.dmiral  Cockburn  to  the  cabin  of  the  ship. 

A  period  of  about  fifteen  minutes  then  elapsed, 
when  Admiral  Cockburn  advanced,  and  address- 
ing Major  Griffin,  informed  him,  that  the  Admi- 
ral would  see  him  in  the  cabin.  Upon  Major 
Griffin's  reaching  the  cabin,  the  two  Admirals 
only  with  him,  Admiral  Warren  sprain  repeated 
the  opinion,  that  theliospltal  supplies  could  be  as 
ezpedittously  procured  from  Ricnmond,  as  from 
Norfolk,  saying,  it  was  contrary  to  their  regula- 
tions to  permit  even  a  flag  to  go  to  Norfolk ; 
that  it  was  their  intention  to  land  Mr.  Kinjr,  who 
went  with  the  flag,  at  Sea  well's  point,  and  jointly 
with  Admiral  Cockburn,  expressed  an  unwilling- 
ness to  permit  the  flaj?  to  proceed.  They  were 
answered,  that  if  the  flag  was  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed, the  supplies  could  be  procured  sooner  tnan 
if  the  flag  was  compelled  to  return,  certainly  in 
the  course  of  the  following  day  ;  that  if  compelled 
to  resort  to  Richmond,  three  days,  probably  more, 
would  pass  before  the  stores  could  reach  Hamp- 
ton ;  that  our  wounded  and  sick  were  suffering 
for  medicines  and  necessaries ;  that  all  the  med- 
ietne,  private  as  well  as  public  property,  had  been 
wantonly  destroyed  by  the  troops  who  latelv  cap- 
tured Hampton ;  and  that  the  supplies  absolutely 
required  for  the  use  of  the  hospital  could  not  be 
procured  in  Hampton.  The  Admiral  said  he  had 
beard  that  the  hospitals  had  received  some  sup- 
plies. He  was  asked  from  whence,  and  assured 
it  was  not  the  case.  Finding  the  Admiral  still 
hesitating,  Major  Griffin  said,  *^  that  the  reputed 
hnmantty  of  Admiral  Warren  forbid  Major 
Grutchfield  to  doubt  that  the  application  for  the 
pnasage  of  a  flag  to  Norfolk  would  be  refused." 
After  a  short  pause  Major  Qriffin  was  informed 


that  the  flag  mi^ht  proceed,  upon  condition  of 
returning  along-side  the  ship,  in  the  same  vesseL 
with  the  same  persons,  and  with  no  increase  of 
persons.  The  restriction  to  the  same  vessel  was 
eombatted,  on  the  ground  that,  in  the  event  of 
much  wind,  the  boat  was  too  small  to  nsvigate 
the  roads,  and  thus  the  object  of  the  flag  would 
be  defeated.  But  finding  no  relaxation  in  the 
condition  probable,  it  was  determined,  upon  con- 
sultation with  Lieutenant  Lively,  to  proceed. 
Upon  the  subject  of  prisoners,  Admiral  Warren 
accnowledged  one  onl^  to  be  in  the  fleet,  taken^ 
at  Hampton.  He  declined  all  arrangement,  and 
avoided  all  discussion  on  this  topic,  saying  he  had 
opened  a  correspondence  with  Qeneral  Taylor, 
but  nothing  was  decided.  Relative  to  the  officers' 
baggage  captured  in  Hampton,  the  Admiral  said 
that  such  articles  as  had  been  found  had  been  re- 
stored, and  mentioned  the  papers  of  Captain 
Pryor,  which  had  been  placed  in  the  care  of  Cap- 
tain Myers  of  Norfolk,  and  assured  Major  Qrimn 
that  he  would  direct  Sir  Sidney  Beckwith  to  in- 
quire farther,  and  if  they  should  be  discovered  it 
would  be  made  known  to  us  on  our  return.  We 
were  then  informed  we  might  proceed,  which  we 
immediately  did,  and  reaching  Norfolk  after  3 
P.  M.  repaired  to  General  Taylor's  quarters,  who 
directed  the  supplies  written  for  by  the  surgeons. 
Returning  on  the  second,  we  were,  as  customary, 
again  met  by  a  barge  of  the  enemy,  and  desirea 
to  call  on  board  the  Admiral's  ship  ;  we  entered 
the  ship  with  the  officers  of  the  barge,  and  were 
received  by  the  Captain,  who  inouired  if  we  had 
despatches  from  the  Admiral,  being  informed 
we  were  the  returning  flag  that  had  proceeded  to 
Norfolk  the  day  before,  the  Captain  retired  to  the 
cabin,  and  shortly  returned  with  information  that 
we  might  proceed  woen  we  pleased  ;  this  we  did. 
and  deposited  with  Doctor  Colton  the  medical 
and  hospital  supplies  sent  from  Norfolk. 

Upon  our  reaching  Hampton  a  scene  of  deso- 
lation and  destruction  presented  itself.  The  few 
inhabitants  we  found  in  town  seemed  not  yet  to 
have  recovered  from  their  alarm;  dismay  and 
consternation  sat  on  every  countenance.  Reports 
had  reached  us  of  the  violence  and  uncontrolled 
fury  of  the  enemy  after  they  obtained  possession 
of  the  place ;  their  conduct,  in  some  cases,  being 
represented  such  as  woula  have  disgraced  the 
days  of  Vandalism.  Our  feelings  were  much  ex- 
cited, and  we  deemed  it  our  duty  to  pursue  the 
inquiry  as  far  as  practicable,  and  are  sorry  to  say, 
that,  from  all  the  information  we  could  procure, 
from  sources  too  respectable  to  permit  us  to  doubt, 
we  are  compelled  to  believe  that  acts  of  violence 
have  been  perpetrated,  which  have  disgraced  the 
age  in  which  we  live.  The  sex,  hitherto  guarded 
by  the  soldier's  honor,  escaped  not  the  rude  as- 
saults of  superior  force ;  nor  could  disease  disarm 
the  foe  of  bis  ferocity.  The  apology  that  these 
atrocities  were  committed  by  the  French  soldiers 
attached  to  the  British  forces  now  in  our  waters 
appeared  to  us  no  justification  of  those  who  em- 
ployed them,  believing,  as  we  do,  that  an  officer 
IS,  or  should  be,  ever  responsible  for  the  conduct 
of  the  troops  under  his  command. 
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We  bare  the  honor  to  be,  your  bumble  ser- 
Ytntt,  THOMAS  GRIFPIlf . 

'  ROBERT  LIVELY. 

To  Major  Cbutchfibld,  Qwiw'n/,  York, 

Addenda. 
WA8BI1I0T0N  CiTT,  July  90, 1813. 

From  Wiffiam  Beny,  Midifaipiiien  m  tfie  Frigate 

ChcMpeake. 

Sib:  1  consider  myself  boond  to  lay  before  yoa 
wbat  came  under  my  knowledge  while  on  board 
the  Chesapeake,  as  well  as  on  brard  the  Shannon. 

After  the  enemy  had  complete  possession  of 
the  ship,  Midshipmen  Randolph  and  Flush  man 
were  ordered  from  the  fore  and  main  top.  In 
eominff  down  the  xhrouds  Lieutenant  Faulkner 
(the  British  officer)  said  to  his  men,  kill  those 
damned  rascals.  Then,  and  immediately,  several 
muskets  were  discharged  at  them,  but  without 
effect.  My  station  was  in  the  mizzen  top,  where 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  their  actions.  I 
was  looking  on  deck  when  I  saw  one  of  the  Chesa- 
peake's men  crawling  along,  attempting  to  get 
oelow,  with  one  of  his  legs  off.  One  of  the  en- 
emy stepped  up  to  him  with  bis  cutlass,  and  im- 
mediatehr  put  an  end  to  his  existence.  Lieuten- 
ant Faulltner  looked  np  in  the  mizzen  top ;  point- 
ing at  me,  said  he  to  his  men,  go  up  three  of  vou 
and  throw  that  damned  Yankee  orerboard.  Tney 
immediately  rushed  up  seizing  me  by  the  collar ; 
now,  said  they,  you  damned  Yankee,  you  shall 
awim  for  it,  attempting  to  throw  me  overboard ; 
but  I  cot  within  the  rigging,  when  one  of  them 
kicked  me  in  the  breast,  which  was  the  cause  of 
my  falling ;  being  stunned  by  the  fall,  I  lay  some 
time  senseless,  and  when  I  *came  to,  I  was  cut 
over  the  head  with  a  cutlass,  which  nearly  termi- 
nated my  existence.  Eleven  of  our  midshipmen 
were  confined  in  a  small  place,  nine  feet  by  six, 
with  an  old  sail  to  lay  on,  and  a  guard  at  the  door, 
until  a  day  or  two  before  our  arrival  at  Halifax; 
and,  likewise,  eleven  of  us  upon  five  rations,  and 
some  days  only  one  meal.  Our  clothes  were 
taken  on  board  of  the  Shannon;  Lieutenant 
Wallis,  the  commanding  officer  on  board,  would 
not  let  us  take  our  clothes  below  with  us,  but 
pledffed  his  word  and  honor  as  an  officer,  we 
should  receive  our  clothes.  But  we  discovered, 
next  morning,  that  their  midshipmen  had  on  our 
clothes  and  side  arms.  We  were  conversing  to- 
gether respecting  our  clothes — one  of  their  mid- 
shipmen overheard  our  conversation,  and  made  a 
report  to  the  Lieutenant  commanding.  He  then 
sent  word  to  us  that  if  we  said  anything  more  about 
the  clothes,  be  would  put  us  in  the  fore-hold  with 
the  men.  We  expected  to  receive  our  clothes 
when  we  arrived  in  port,  but.  I  assure  you,  sir, 
nothing  was  ever  restored.  Otner  rascally  things 
occurred,  which  our  officers  will,  when  they  re- 
turn, make  known  to  the  pubHo,  disgraceful  to  a 
civilized  nation.  If  your  reouest  could  have  been 
joaade  sooner,  I  should  have  lelt  gratified  in  mak- 
ing a  fuller  statement.    I  have,  cbc. 

WILLIAM  BERRY. 

Hon.  L.  ConoioT,  W(uhington, 


Another  eireoHksttsee  look  pteee 
whieh  entirely  CMaped  mfwaamnftj  a 
meat.    Sevefal  of  the  offiecfs  had 
from  them  whicb  they  had 
Chesapeake  as  prise  money.    Mr 
as  nearly  as  I  can  rccoUeet,  had 
haadred  and  ihiity  ddlais. 

W, 


■til  this 

from  the 
Mb 
of 


Gbobgbtowh,  July  30, 1813. 

Sir  :  Having  perused  a  letter  of  yoors  to  If  i. 
Berry,  reqaesdng  information  respecting  the  treat- 
ment of  the  American  officers  and  seamen  of  the 
late  Chesapeake,  I  consider  myself  bound,  sir,  lo 
lay  before  you  what  came  nnder  my  knoviedgc. 
My  having  been  woanded,and  remaiaing-on  hoard 
the  Chesapeake,  might  not  give  me  tiiat  Mcope  fog 
observation  which  others  possessed ;  hot,  I  ana 
sorry  to  say,  many  things  transpired  dtsgracefnl 
to  the  character  of  a  brave  enemy.  WhiUi  nn- 
dressiog  myself  in  the  steerage,  after  the  Ameri- 
cans were  driven  below  or  had  surrendered,  and 
after  resistance  had  ceased,  I  believe  entirely, 
seversd  muskets  and  pistols  were  at  once  pointed 
down  the  hatchway,  and  discharged  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  cockpit ;  and  as  the  steerage  and  eock- 
pit  were  filled  with  the  wonnded,  inaUiirobahllitr 
some  were  killed  outright.  It  was  Midshipmaa 
Hopewell,  and  not  Livingston,  who  was  so  inha* 
manly  treated,  as  described  in  the  poUic  priatsL 
It  has  been  the  custom  in  our  navy  to  take  the 
side-arms  of  officers,  (prisoners,)  but  to  restore 
them  on  their  leaving  the  ship.  Oars  were  taken, 
worn,  and  never  restored,  together  with  what 
nautical  instrnmenu  they  could  lay  their  handa 
on.  When  spoken  to  by  the  American  officers 
on  the  subiect,  the  answer  was.  sach  ihia^  were 
free  plunder.  A  day  or  two  after  the  action.  I 
was  conversing  with  Lieutenant  Badd  and  Mr. 
Nicholls.  near  the  taiferel,  respecting  the  ei^gege* 
meat,  wnen  it  was  observed  some  of  the  Shan- 
non's men  were  listening  to  our  conversatioB. 
Immediately  after,  Lieutenant  Faalkner,  the 
commanding  officer,  ordered  sentinels  to  be  placed 
at  the  mizeo  mast;  and.  said  he  to  them,  it  yon 
see  any  of  the  Chesapeake's  men  abaft  the  mixea 
mast,  cut  them  down  ;  if  you  see  them  coaver* 
sing  together,  cut  them  down  without  hesitaiioa. 
It  will  be  remembered  the  three  ofiicers  who 
caused  this  order  were  ail  severely  woaaded. 
We  received  no  caution  and  overheard  It  by  ac- 
cident. So  great  was  the  rage  for  plunder,  that 
Captain  Lawrence,  before  his  death,  conid  not 
obtain  a  bottle  of  wine  from  his  private  sea  storea, 
without  a  note  from  the  doctor  to  the  Lieutenant 
commanding.  I  pass  over  the  robbiag  of  the 
midshipmen  on  board  the  Shannon,  as  it  did  not 
come  under  my  inunediate  notice.  If  your  re- 
quest could  have  been  made  earlier,  I  should 
have  felt  aratified  in  making  a  fuller  statement. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respeet| 
your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  WEAVER. 

Hdtt.  Lbwib  OoKMoTy  f^atkUtgton. 
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ymnoNAL  fortifications,  and  an 

INCREASE  OF  THE  ARMT. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Angost  1,  1813.] 

COMUITTEB  CbAUBSR, 

Monday,  May  30, 1813. 

Sift:  I  MB  directed  by  the  commitiee  of  the 
S^eoate  to  whom  was  referred  so  mach  of  the 
Sdessage  of  the  President  as  relates  to  the  Mill- 
mxv  'fstablisbmeot,  to  inquire  of  you  what  pro- 
ritien  has  been  made,  by  your  Department,  for  the 
^otection  and  defence  of  the  seaboard  of  the  Uni- 
mA States;  whether  the  protection  authorised  by 
"xm  is  deemed  sufficient ;  if  not,  what  further  or 
3ther  provision  is  considered  necessary ;  whether 
iny,  and  if  any,  what,  modlficatiofi  of  the  Mili- 
:ary  Establishment,  or  extenaion  thereof,  is  deem- 
)d  expedient.  I  am  also  directed  to  ask  you  to 
fiTC  the  committee  such  information,  in  relation 
30  any  other  specific  objects  in  your  Department, 
(8  yon  may  deem  proper  to  be  communicated,  or 
yhich  may  require  iegislatire  provision. 

Accept  assurances  of  iAy  high  respect. 

J.  ANDBRSON,  Chairman. 

To  the  SsoRBTARY  OP  Wab. 


DiPABTMBHT,  Jtvne  10, 1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
!«ipt  of  yoar  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  written 
If  direction  of  the  Committee  of  tire  Senate  "  to 
rhom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  MessSffe  of 
>h6  PresideBt  as  relates  to  the  Military  Bsta^ish- 
Qent ;"  and  inquiring 

What  provision  had  been  made  by  the  War 
^emrtment  for  the  protection  of  the  seaboard  ? 

Whether  the  protection  authorized  by  law  be 
leemed  suffieii&nti  And,  if  not,  what  further  or 
>ther  prorisioB  \it  considered  necessary? 

Whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  modification 
^  extension  of  the  Military  Establishmeni  be 
le^ined  expedient ;  and 

What  other  specific  objects  within  mv  Depart- 
Mnt  inay  require  Iegislatire  proYision? 

To  these  questions  I  beg  leave  to  reply: 

Ist.  That,  60  far  as  the  defence  of  th«  seaboard 
lepends  on  troops,  the  statement  I  had  the  honor 
;o  make  to  you  yesterday  will  be  found  to  con- 
ain  an  appropriate  answer  to  the  first  ociestion. 
'n,  but  remains,  therefore,  to  present  a  tawe  of  th« 
lOflfts,  ttie  number  and  caliber  of  the  cannon,  and 
)f  the  quantity  of  ammunitioi^  at  each  of  these. 
rtiis  wiH  be  found  in  the  documents  enclosed, 
nrtnbered  1,  2,  3.* 

2^.  That,  ib  my  opinion,  the  present  protec- 
iOD  of  the  seaboard  is  not  sufficient,  and  that  the 
ki«aMiire^  to  be  taken  for  its  better  defence  are  of 
:Wo  kiiid«-'additioffal  fortifications,  and  an  fn- 
nreaaed  number  of  regular  troops. 

Under  the  former  of  these  heads,  it  is  piroposed 
to  erect  a  work,  of  earth,  or  of  more  durable  ma- 
teff ialfl)  if  found  adttsable,  ou  a  small  island  of  the 
Delaware,  called  the  Pea  Patch.    The  plan  and 

•Noteafila 


extent  of  the  work  will  be  adapted  to  the  relalton 
which  the  island  hears  to  the  shores  and  channel 
of  the  Delaware;  and,  from  the  survey  made,  it 
is  believed  that  the  work  will  completely  cov^ 
both.  The  situation  of  the  island  is  eight  milea 
below  New  Castle. 

A  work  of  the  same  description  at  Hawkins^ 
Point,  near  Baltimore. 

A  work  on  Maryland  Point,  or  on  that  called 
Cedar  Shoal  Point,  on  the  Potomac.  It  cannot 
be  doubted  but  that  the  seat  of  the  National  Qvf- 
ernment  should  be  placed,  not  merely  beyoild  in- 
juTv,  but  beyond  disturbance,  from  an  enemy. 

A  wt»rk  on  Craney  island,  for  the  better  pro«> 
tectioQ  of  Norfolk,  has  been  commenced,  and  Is 
mentioned  here  but  from  a  belief  that  the  imp6f* 
tance  of  the  position  will  be  found  to  justify  an 
extension  of  the  present  plan. 

At  Charleston,  or  its  aependencies,  somre  cor- 
eriag  works  have  been  projected,  but  a  watit  of 
funds  has  hitherto  prevented  their  execution. 

Savaaaah  is  believed  to  be  a  position  which, 
from  various  causes,  is  more  exposed  than  au^ 
other,  and  upon  the  defence  of  which,  few  expea* 
ditares  of  public  money  have  been  riiade.  It  la 
I  therefore,  proposed  to  protect  it  by  a  chain  n 
redans  on  three  of  its  sides,  and,  on  the  fourtfi, 
Which  is  understood  to  be  the  most  vulneirablu, 
by  a  lew  redoubts,  connected  by  a  ditch  and  pais 
apet,  4hc. 

No  additional  work  at  New  Orleans  is  thoa^t 
necessary.  One,  of  regalar  form  and  of  eoosid* 
erable  extent,  has  been  recently  erected  on  the 
Eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  at  the  Detoulr 
Anglair,  and  a  second  has  been  projected  for 
commanding  the  entrance  from  the  s^a  into  Llrkb 
Pontchartrain.  WJien  these  are  finished,  the  d^ 
fence  of  New  Orleans  from  exterior  attacitt,  and 
by  means  of  fixed  batteries,  may  be  considered  as 
complete. 

Under  the  second  general  provision,  (an  ita- 
ereased  number  of  regular  troops,)  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing arrangement  of  permanent  garrisons,  via : 
To  districts  No.  1  and  2  •  -  2,000  men. 
To  do.  do.  3  and  4  -  -  3,000 
To      do.       do.  5  ...  3  OOa 

To      do.       do.  6         «        .        .  3,000 
To      do.       do.  7         -        .       •  3,000 
3d.  In  fulfilling  the  arrangement  stated  in  the 
preceding  article,  it  Will  be  necessary  to  organize 
the  whole  number  of  the  twenty  regiments  au* 
thorized  to  be  raised  during  the  last  session  of 
Congress.    Of  these  regiments  fifteen  have  been 
alidad y  set  on  foot,  including  ten  companies  of 
rangers,  intended  for  the  defence  of  the  Territories 
of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri.    It  is  resfpect- 
fully  proposed  that  the  remaining  five  be  also 
raised  expressly  for  the  defence  of  other  and  pttf- 
ticular  points,  and  that  their  service  be  made 
commensurate  with  the  war.    Corps  of  this  d^ 
scription  may  be  promptly  obtained,  and  mad^  to 
take  a  very  efficient  character.    This  is  the  onlv 
modification  of  the  present  Military  Bstablisn- 
ment  which  is  believed  to  be  necessary.    An  ex- 
tension of  it,  called  for  as  well  by  justice  as  by 
poHey,  is  tbe  e^tabliiii&eat  of  an  invalid  ee^« 
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lastanees  of  partial  decrepitude  have  been  much 
multiplied  by  the  events  of  the  last  and  present 
campaigns,  and  can  best  be  relieved  by  an  estab- 
lishment which  but  demands  from  the  sufferer  a 
service  proportioned  to  his  physical  ability,  and 
which,  while  it  gives  occupation,  guaranties 
against  want. 

4th.  Some  minor  and  insulated  subjects  re- 
quire legislative  notice  and  provision. 

1.  The  law  creating  the  Ordnance  department 
provides  for  four  deputy  commissaries.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  authorize  the  President  to  add  five  other 
deputies.  This  will  enable  the  head  of  that  de- 
partment to  assign  to  each  military  district  one 
deputy,  who  shall  establish  and  superintend  a 
laboratory  within  the  same,  and  thus  do  away 
the  expense  and  risk  of  transmitting  ^xed  ammu- 
nition from  one  district  to  another. 

2.  Aids-de-camp  are  now  taken  from  the  line 
of  the  army  in  all  cases,  as  are  assistant  adjutants 
and  inspectors  general,  and,  in  many  cases,  their 
mncipals;  and,  also,  the  paymasters  of  districts. 
These  multiplied  draughts  upon  the  line  are 
found  to  have  a  bad  e^t,  and  the  more  so,  as 
officers  of  the  greatest  intelligence  are  generally 
elected  to  fill  these  appointments.  It  is,  there- 
fore proposed  that  general  officers  be  permitted 
to  select  their  aids  from  the  mass  of  citizens,  and 
that  the  rank,  {lay,  and  emoluments,  of  a  captain 
of  cavalry  be  given  to  each  aid-de-camp,  to  long 
as  he  be  continued  as  such. 

3.  No  provision  is  made  by  law  for  paying 
money  to  officers  of  light  dragoons  and  light  ar- 
tillery, in  lien  of  forage,  when  not  drawn  in  kind. 

4.  The  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  6th  of  July, 
1812,  in  relation  to  the  price  to  be  allowed  in 
lieuofforaffe  not  drawn  in  kind,  by  officers  of 
certain  grades,  appear  to  be  contradictory. 

5.  The  United  States  possess,  in  fee  simple, 
sundry  lots  of  ground  in  Pittsburg.  It  is  under- 
stood that,  if  these  were  divided  into  smaller  lots, 
and  sold  at  public  sale,  they  would  bring  not  less 
than  forty  thousand  dollars-— a  sum  which  would 
be  competent  to  establish  a  laboratory  near  that 
place,  on  a  scale  proportioned  to  all  the  demands 
of  the  West,  Southwest,  and  Northwest.  A  law 
will  be  necessary  to  make  such  sale. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
>ur  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Hon.  J.  Andbbsoii,  Chairman^  ^c. 


your 


War  Defabtment,  June  18, 1813. 

Sir:  The  following  report,  additional  to  that 
made  on  the  10th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  an 
increased  seaboard  defence,  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to 
the  Military  Establishment. 

Our  Atlantic  towns  and  cities  furnish,  respect- 
ively, a  large  number  of  seafaring  men,  who, 
from  their  hardihood  and  habits  of  life,  might  be 
very  usefully  employed  in  the  defence  of  the  sea- 
board, particularly  in  the  management  of  great 
guns,  whether  in  fixed  or  in  floating  batteries^  or 


in  -those  of  position.  A  eorpe  of 
might  be  formed  out  of  these  men,  and  oatnau 
much  more  economical  than  those  necesari  to 
obtain  soldiers  of  the  line. 

Their  term  of  service  need  not  exceed  e^t 
months  in  each  year,  viz :  from  the  moaik  of 
March  to  that  of  December.  They  may  be  kad 
at  the  rate  of  twelve  dollars  per  month,  (if  ssb- 
sisted,)  and  without  expense  on  accoant  of  eleik- 
ing. 

1,000  nea  fencibles,  at  $12  per  month,  eack  is 
per  month     ...       -       -        -  912,000 

8  months,  at  $12,000  per  month,  is     -     96,000 
Subsistence  for  term  aforesaid,  is        -     36,000 
Pay  and  subsistence  of  officers,  viz : 
10  captains,  10  first  lieutenants,  10  sec- 
ond lieutenants,  and  10  third   lieaten- 
ants,  is  -.---..    12,052 


Total 


$145J558 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Hon.  J.  Anderson,  Oudrmany  ^c 


War  Drpartmbrt,  Mtg  12, 1813. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  the  honomUe 
the  Senate,  viz:  ^  What  preparations  have  beea 
made,  and  are  now  in  readiness,  for  the  defeaee 
of  the  navy  yard  and  other  public  property  io  the 
City  of  Washington,  in  case  it  shoold  be  assailed 
by  the  enemy  7"  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that, 
on  the  water  line,  the  means  of  defence  are  of 
two  kinds,  naval  and  military;  that  there  are  of 
the  former,  one  frigate,  two  schooners,  and  three 
ffunboats,  so  stationed  as  to  co-operate  with  Fort 
Washington;  that  this  fort  and  iu  covering 
work  have  been  recently  put  into  a  state  of  thor- 
ough repair,  are  well  equipped  with  heavy  can- 
non, furnaces,  du;.,  and  are  new  occupied  by  a 
competent  garrison  of  United  Sutes'  artillerists; 
that,  to  any  attempts  on  the  land  side,  we  can 
oppose  the  10th,  36th,  38th,  and  a  detaehnent 
from  the  5tb,  regiments  of  infantry,  and  one  bat- 
talion of  militia ;  the  whole  amounting  to  om 
thousand  six  hundred  effectives.  That  the  nary 
yard  and  marine  establishment  can  furnish  la 
additional  defence  of  nearly  one  battalion ;  that 
two  companies  of  light  artillery  have  beea  oigaa* 
ized,  under  an  officer  of  much  experience,  aad 
are  supplied  with  cannon,  caissons,  dbc;  Uut 
several  uniformed  corps  are  in  weeidy  drUi,  and 
ready  for  service  the  moment  that  a  caM  upon 
them  shall  become  necessary;  that,  within  the 
District  alone,  we  may  count  on  an  additional 
force  of  nearly  twelve  hundred  effective  militia, 
and  that  a  competent  supply  of  arms,  and  « 
fixed  and  loose  ammuniuon,  haa  been  placed 
within  their  reach. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sic^ 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONa 

Chairman  Militart  Coiuirrra%  ^^ 
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FhUutB  {/ifU  Northern  Army. 


WAft  DBrAvraiMT,  July  26, 1813. 

Sia :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  cooaideratioD 
of  the  Miliury  Committee  of  the  Senate,  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Cbauncey  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  haviog  relatioa  to  the 
labject  submitted  in  my  letter  of  the  19th  inst. 
Mr.  Stacey  has  baen  discharged,  oo  the  ground 
that  a  citizen  cannot  be  considered  as  a  spy. 

I  hare,  ^.  J.  ARMSTRONG. 

Hod.  Mr.  AMoaasozc,  Chairman^  fc. 


U.  S.  Ship  Madison, 
SackeU's  Harbor,  Jufy  4, 1813. 

Sir:  On  the  1st  instant  I  caused  Mr.  Samuel 
Stacey  to  be  apprehended  as  a  spy.  Mr.  Stacey 
lives  upon  the  St.  Lawrence,  a  few  miles  below 
Ogdensburg,  and  I  have  the  most  positive  infor- 
mation  that  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  convey- 
ing information  to  the  enemy  for  many  months. 
He  visited  this  place  a  few  clays  before  the  Brit- 
ish made  the  attack  on  the  29tb  of  May,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  he  is  the  person  that  gave 
the  information  that  most  of  the  troops  bad  been 
sent  to  Niagara.  I  had  information  from  the  per- 
son that  I  employ,  on  the  other  side,  that  this 
man  would  visit  the  harbor  about  toe  last  of 
June.  He  was  accordingly  watched.  When  he 
left  Ogdensburg,  he  said  he  was  going  to  Utica 
Ujx>o  important  business.  He  told  others  that  he 
was  going  into  the  Western  country  to  collect 
money,  instead  of  which  he  came  to  the  harbor, 
without  any  ostensible  business,  and  made  a  great 
many  inquiries  Respecting  the  fleet:  when  they 
woald  sail?  and  the  force  of  the  new  ship?  dbc. 
I,  therefore,  thought  it  my  duty  to  detain  this 
man  for  trial.  I  can  prove  his  frequent  inter- 
course with  the  enemy.  At  any  rate  I  shall  de- 
prive the  enemy  of  tne  information  which  he 
could  have  conveyed  to  him,  which  is  all  impor- 
tant at  this  time. 

It  would  be  very  desirable  to  hang  this  traitor 
to  his  country,  as  he  is  considered  respectable  in 
the  country  in  which  he  lives,  and  I  think  that 
it  is  full  time  to  make  an  example  of  some  of  our 
countrymen,  who  are  so  base  and  deg'enerate  as 
to  betray  their  country  by  becoming  the  spies 
mod  informers  of  our  enemy.  I  hope  the  steps 
which  I  have  uken  with  respect  to  Mr.  Stacey 
will  meet  with  your  approbation. 

I>have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

Hon.  W.  JoMBS,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


War  Dbpartmbnt,  Jan.  25, 1814. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  31st  of  December 
last,  requesting  such  information  (not  improper 
to  t^e  communicated)  as  may  tend  to  explain  the 
causes  of  the  failure  of  the  arms  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Northern  frontier,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  documents,  and  to  offer 
to  yon,  sir,  the  arisu ranee  of  the  very  high  respect 
with  which  I  am, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

The  Pbbsident. 


CAUSES  OF  THE  FAILURE  OF  THE  ARMY 
ON  THE  NORTHERN  FRONTIER. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Febmafy  3, 1814.] 

7b  tkeBtmncfStpreeentoHvee 

of  the  United  8iaie9.' 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  complying  with 
their  resolution  of  the  3Ist  of  December  last. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

JAIC0ART  31st|  1814. 


Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
Major  General  Dearborn^  f  c. 

Note  presented  to  the  Cabinet,  on  the  8th  February, 
1813,  by  the  decretary  of  War. 

The  enemy's  force  at  Montreal  and  its  depen- 
dencies has  been  stated  at  16,000  effectives.  It 
more  probably  does  not  exceed  10  or  12,000.  The 
militia  part  of  it  mav  amount  to  one  sixth  of  the 
whole.  Is  it  probaole  that  we  shall  be  able  to 
open  the  campaign  on  Lake  Champlain,  with  a 
force  competent  to  meet  and  dislodge  this  array 
before  the  15th  of  May  ?  I  put  the  question  on 
this  date,  because  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that 
the  enemy  will  then  be  reinforced,  and,  of  course, 
that  new  relations,  in  point  of  strength,  will  be 
established  between  us.  Our  present  regular  force, 
on  both  sides  of  Lake  Cham  plain,  does  not  ex- 
ceed 2,400  men.  The  addition  made  to  it  must, 
necessarily,  consist  of  recruits,  who,  for  a  time, 
will  not  be  better  than  militia;  and  when  we 
consider  that  the  recruiting  service  is  but  begin- 
ning, and  that  we  now  approach  the  middle  of 
Fehriury,  the  conclusion  is,  I  think,  safe,  that  we 
cannot  move  in  this  direction,  and  thus  early, 
(say  1st  of  May,)  with  effect. 

It  then  remains  to  choose  between  a  course  of 
entire  inaction,  because  incompetent  to  the  main 
attack,  or  one  having  a  secondary,  but  still  an 
important  object;  such  would  be  the  reduotioa 
of  that  part  of  Upper  Canada  lying  between  the 
town  of  Prescotty  on  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Lake 
Erie,  including  the  towns  of  Kingston  and  York, 
and  the  Forts  George  and  Erie. 

On  this  line  of  frontier  the  enemy  have, 

AtPrescott 300 

At  Kingston       - 600 

At  Qeorge  and  Erie,  dbc.    ....  I^OO 

Making  a  total  (of  regular  troops)  of        2,100 

Kingston  and  Prescott,  and  the  destruction  of 
the  British  ships  at  the  former,  would  present  the 
first  object;  York,  and  the  rrigates  said  to  be 
boHding  there,  the  second ;  Ckorge  and  Brie,  the 
third. 

The  force  to  be  employed  oa  this  service  should 
not  be  leas  than  6,000  effective  regular  troops,  be- 
cause, in  this  first  enterprise  of  a  second  cam^* 
paiffn,  ncthiog  muit^  if  possible,  be  left  to  chance. 

The  time  for  giving  execution  to  this  plan  is 
dearly  indicated  by  the  following  facta : 


S8S6 


rimMtt  Of  IMS  iWllncrTi  arWKf* 


l8t.  Tbe  rirer  St.  LftwceDce  if  not  open  to  the 
purposes  of  narigation  before  the  15th  of  May ; 
and 

2d.  Lake  Ootario  is  free  from  all  obstraction, 
arising  from  ice,  byr  the  1st  day  of  April. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  shall  haTe  six 
weeks  for  the  expedition  before  it  be  possible  for 
Sir  Georffe  Prevost  to  give  it  any  disturbance. 

Should  this  outline  be  approved,  the  details  for 
the  service  can  be  made  and  expedited  in  forty- 
eight  hours. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  Wer  to  Major 
Genend  Dearborn,  dated 

War  DflPARTMBNT,  A6. 10, 1813. 

"  I  have  the  President's  orders  to  eoinmunicate 
to  yoUy  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  the  outline 
of  a  campaign,  which  you  will  immediately  in- 
stitute and  pursue  against  Upper  Canada. 

*'  Ist.  4,000  troops  will  be  assembled  at  Saek- 
ett's  Harbor. 

^'  2d.  3,000  will  be  brought  together  at  Buffiilo, 
and  its  vicinity. 

*^3d.  The  former  of  these  corps  will  be  em- 
barked and  transported,  under  convoy  of  the  fleet, 
to  Kingston,  where  tbev  will  be  landed.  Kinjgs- 
ston,  its  garrison,  and  the  British  ships  wintering 
in  the  harbor  of  that  place,  will  be  its  first  ob- 
ject. Its  second  object  will  be  York,  (the  capital 
of  Upper  Canada,)  the  stores  collected,  and  the 
two  frigates  building  there.  Its  third  object,  Forts 
George  and  Brie,  and  their  dependencies.  In  the 
attainment  of  this  last  there  will  be  a  co-opera- 
tion between  the  two  corps.  The  composition  of 
these  will  be  as  follows : 


Ist.  Bloomfield's  brigade 
2d.  Chandler's        do.     • 
3d.  Philadelphia  detachmeftt  - 
4ib.  Baltimore  do, 

5th.  Carlisle  do. 

6ih.  Greenbosh  do. 

7th.  Saekett'a  Harbor  do* 


8th.  Several  corps  at  Buffalo,  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Porter, 
and  the  recruits  belon^ag 
thereto        .       -       -       - 

Toul  •   - 


1,436 

i,oa 

400 
300 
200 
400 
250 


!**• 


4.080 


3,000 
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ett^e  Barter  is  in  il—f  u,  as4  itat  the  priacipsl 
effort  will  be  oiade  on  the  Niagaia,  in  eo  eyeia 
tion  with  GeBeral  Ilanwwi.  Aa  cte  nwie  la 
Saekect's  Harbor,  aad  to  Niagam,  ts,  for  a  eoa* 
siderable  distance,  tbe  same,  it  oiay  be  wett  iaia» 
tinate,  even  in  oraees,  that  the  latter  is  tke  dcitf* 
aaiton  of  the  two  brigades  bow  at  Li«ke  Cboa- 
plain." 

AlbaUt,  JUnwry  18,  \WL 

Sib  :  Your  despatches  of  the  lOch  irere  reeei- 
ved  last  evening.  Nothing  shall  be  omitted,  oa 
my  part,  in  eedeavoring  to  earry  into  efiect  the 
expedition  proposed. 

I  fear  the  very  large  magazines  of  provisions 
on  Lake  Cham  plain  will  be  unsafe,  unless  a  con- 
siderable part  is  removed  at  some  distance  from  Khe 
store,  or  considerable  force  is  masembled  at  Bar- 
lingtoo.  and  vicinity,  by  tbe  time  the  two  brig- 
ades shall  move.  Another  motive  for  having  « 
large  force  on  that  lake  will  be,  that  of  pfe* 
venting  the  enemy  from  sendiogaimest  his  wnole 
force  from  Lower  Canada  to  Kinesion,  as  sooa 
as  our  intentions  shall  be  so  far  cnown  as  lo 
afford  satisfactory  evidence  of  our  intentions  ia 
relation  to  the  conquest  of  Upper  Canada ;  and 
unless  an  imposing  force  shall  menace  Lower  Caih 
ada,  the  enemy's  whole  force  may  be  concentia- 
ted  in  Upper  Canada,  and  require  as  large  a  foree 
to  operate  against  them  as  would  be  necessary  to 
operate  towards  Montreal.  It  may  be  advisable 
to  draw  out  a  body  of  New  Hampshire  militia  to 
serve,  for  a  short  time,  in  Vermont.  You  will 
judge  of  the  expediency  of  such  a  measure ;  bptl 
do  not  believe  that  there  will  be  a  suffiLcieat  body 
of  new  raised  troops  in  season  for  taking  the  place 
of  the  two  brigades. 

I  this  day  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Portec, 
in  which  he  informs  me  that  Qeneral  Winchests 
had  arrived  at  Niagara,  with  such  of  his  troops  as 
had  escaped  the  tomahawk,  and  that  they  were 
crossing  over  on  parole.  He  states  that, at  the  ekae 
of  the  action,  all  those  who,  by  wouads  or  other 
causes,  were  unable  to  march,  were  iodiseriaii- 
nately  put  to  death.  Such  outrageoua  coadoet 
will  require  serious  attention,  especially  when 
British  troops  are  coocerned  in  the  action. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  DBARBORK. 

Hon.  J.  Armbtrono,  iSecVy  of  War. 


"The  time  for  executing  the  enterprise  will  be 
governed  by  the  opening  of  Lake  Ootario,  which 
tRually  takes  place  about  the  first  of  April. 

"  Tbe  Adiutant  Qeaeral  has  orders  lo  put  the 
more  Southern  detaehments  in  march  as  expe* 
diiiouslv  as  possible.  The  two  brigades  oa  Laka 
Champnin  you  will  move  so  aa  to  give  them  Ml 
time  to  reach  their  place  of  destination  by  the  25tb 
of  Idareh.  The  route  by  Blinbeth  wtil,  1  tiiink. 
be  the  shortest  and  best  They  will  \i^  r^placea 
by  some  new  raised  regimenff  from  the  BSast. 

"Tou  will  put  into  your  movemeota  as  mueh 
privaioy  aa  may  be  compatible  wkh  their  execu- 
tion.    They  may  be  aiasked  by  rapertB  that  Sttok^ 


War  Dspjbtmbnt,  Ak  94,  28ia 

Sir:  Before  I  left  New  York,  and  till  very  re- 
cently since  my  arrival  here,  I  was  inlbrBed, 
iJMroogh  various  chaatiels,  that  a  Wlnt^  er  Spite^ 
attack  oaoa  Kiiigaten  waa  aet  praaticabie^  oa  ac- 
eount  01  the  snow  which  generally  lays  to  tlie 
depth  of  tiPO)  and  aottetiiam  three  fed,  aver 
all  that  Northern  r^^  dariag  thaee  aeawit 
Hence  it  is,  that  ia  the  plaa  recently  eommaai- 
eated,  it  was  thoaght  sami  aad  best  ta  make  the 
attack  by  a  combioatiaa  of  aaval  aad  aailitHy 
means,  an4  to  approach  oar  object,  aat  byfr 
rectly  erossfais  tM  St  Lawrence  on  the  icc^kx 
by  setting  out  from  Sacketl^i  Harter,  m 
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I,  and  under  eoovoy  of.  t4ie  fleet.  Later  ia* 
bi«i«tion  diflfers  from  that  on  whteh  this  pl«Q 
vas  founded;  end  the  fortunrnte  issue  of  Major 
S^oreyth's  last  expedition  shows  that  small  enter- 
wises,  at  least,  may  be  snecessfaUy  ezecnted  at 
he  present  season.  The  ad  vice  given  ia  yonr 
etfer  of  the  -— -  instant,  has  a  bearing  also  on 
lie  same  point  and  to  the  same  effect.  If  the 
saemy  be  really  weak  at  Kingston,  and  approaeb* 
ibie  by  land  and  ice,  Pike  (who  will  be  a  brigadier 
n  a  day  or  two)  may  be  pat  into  motion  from 
jake  Champlain,  by  the  Cbaceauge  route,  (in 
leighs)  and,  with  the  two  bridges,  cross  the  St. 
jawrence  where  it  may  be  thought  best,  destroy 
be  armed  ships,  and  seize  and  hold  Kingston, 
intil  you  can  join  him  with  the  other  corps  des- 
ined  for  the  future  objects  of  the  expedition ;  and, 
f  pressed  by  Prerost,  before  such  junction  can 
«  efleeted,  he  may  withdraw  himself  to  Sack- 
tl^s  Harbor,  or  other  place  of  security  on  our 
ide  of  the  line.  This  would  be  much  the  shorter 
comI  to  the  object,  and  perhaps  the  safer  one,  as 
heBt.  LfBwrence  is  now  everywhere  well  bridged, 
nd  offers  no  obstruction  to  either  attack  or  re- 
reat*  Such  a  movement  will,  no  doubt,  be  soon 
!«own  to  Prevost,  and  cannot  bnt  disquiet  him. 
rh'e  dilemma  it  presents  will  be  serious.  Ritber 
\t  imtst  giTe  up  his  western  posts,  or,  to  save 
beiB,  he  must  carry  himself  in  force,  and  promptly, 
0  Upper  Canada.  In  the  latter  case,  he  will  be 
nbarrassed  for  subsistence.  His  convoys  of  pro- 
IsioQ  will  be  6pen  to  our  attacks,  on  a  line  of 
learly  one  hundred  miles,  and  his  posidon  at 
dontreal  much  weakened.  Another  decided  ad« 
rentage  will  be,  to  let  us  into  the  secret  of  his 
^l  strength.  If  fae  be  able  to  make  beavy  de- 
achments  to  cover,  or  to  recover  Kingston,  and 
o  protect  his  supplies,  and  afler  ail,  maintain 
limself  at  Montreal  and  on  Lake  Champlain,  he 
s  stronger  than  I  imagined,  or  than  any  well  au- 
faentieated  reports  make  him  to  be. 

With  regard  to  our  magaBines,  my  belief  is, 
hat  we  have  nothing  to  mr ;  because,  as  stated 
ibove,  Prevo9t's  attention  must  be  given  to  the 
(Vestern  posts,  and  to  our  movements  against 
hem.  He  will  not  dare  to  advance  Southwardly 
vhile  a  heavy  corps  is  operating  on  his  flank,  and 
nenacing  his  line  of  communication.  But,  on 
he  other  supposition,  they  (the  magazines)  may 
>e  easily  secured ;  first,  by  taking  t£em  to  wills- 
K>rough ;  or.  second,  to  Burlington  \  or,  third,  by 
i  militia  call,  (o  protect  them  where  they  are. 
Orders  are  given  for  the  march  of  the  Eastern 
rclnnteers,  excepting  Ulmer's  regiment  and  two 
sompanies  of  axe-men,  sent  to  open  the  route  to 
the  Chandtere. 

The  Southern  detachments  will  be  mueh 
itronger  than  I  had  supposed ;  that  from  Phila* 
lelphia  will  mount  up  nearly  to  1.000  effectives. 

With  great  respect,  dear  General,  I  am,  dbc., 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

0en.  Dbahborii. 

HBAnatyARTBKs,  Albany,  F^,  25,  '14. 
Sir:  I  this  day  received,  by  express,  frosiCoL 
Mieofflb,  the  enclosed  account  from  Major  Fer» 


syth.  His  known  zeal  for  a  smaU  pavtisaa  war- 
fare has  induced  me  to  give  him  repeated  caution 
affainst  such  measures,  on  his  part. as  would  prob- 
ably produce  such  retaliating  strokes  as  he  would 
be  unable  to  resist ;  but  I  fear  my  advice  has  not 
been  as  fully  attended  to  as  could  have  been 
wished.  He  is  an  excellent  officer,  and,  under 
suitable  circumstances,  would  be  of  important 
service. 

I  h a vcreq nested  the  Gk)vernor  to  order  Gene- 
ral Brown  out  with  threeor  four  hundred  of  such 
militia  as  he  can  soonest  assemble  to  join  For- 
syth ;  and  I  have  ordered  Colonel  Pike,  with  four 
hundred  of  his  command,  to  proceed,  in  sleighs, 
by  what  is  considered  the  shortest  and  best  routCi 
to  the  neighborhood  of  Ogdensburg,  or  to  Sack- 
ett's  Harbor.  On  bis  arrival  at  Pottsdam,  or  Can- 
ton, or  RusseL,  he  will  be  able  to  communicate 
with  Brown  or  Forsyth,  or  both,  and  act  with 
them  as  circumstances  may  require. 

The  affair  at  Ogdensburg  will  be  a  fair  excuse 
for  moving  troops  in  that  direction  ;  and,  by  this 
movement,  it  will  be  ascertained  whether  the 
same  route  will  be  the  best  in  future;  the  distance 
by  that  route  from  Plattsburg  to  Sackett's  Har- 
bor is  but  little  more  than  one*half  of  what  it 
would  be  by  the  route  proposed,  and  I  am  assured 
by  a  gentleman  whom  I  can  confide  in,  that  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  by  that  route. 

Chauncey  has  not  returned  from  New  York. 
I  am  satisfied  that,  if  he  had  arrived  as  soon  as  I 
had  expected  him,  we  might  have  made  a  stroke 
at  Kingston  on  the  ice ;  but  his  presence  was  ne* 
cessary  for  having  the  aid  of  the  seamen  and 
marines. 

From  a  letter  received  this  day  from  Colonel 
Porter,  at  Niagara,  it  appears  that  the  enemy 
were  preparing  to  strike  at  Black  Rock.  I  can 
give  him  no  assistance. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect  and  esteem,  your  obedi- 
ent humble  servant,  H.  DEARBORN 

Hon  J.  Arhbtromq,  Sec^ry  of  War. 


Febrtjary  22,  1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  only  time  to  inform  that  the  en- 
emy, with  a  very  superior  force,  succeeded  in  tak- 
ing Ogdensburg  this  morning  about  nine  o'clock. 
They  had  about  two  men  to  our  one,  exclnsire 
of  Indians.  Numbers  of  the  enemy  are  dead  on 
the  field.  Not  more  than  twenty  of  our  men  killed 
and  wounded ;  Lieutenant  Beard  is  among  the 
latter. 

I  have  made  a  saving  retreat  of  about  eight  or 
nine  miles.    I  could  not  get  all  the  wounded  off. 

We  have  killed  two  of  the  enemy  to  one  of 
ours  killed  by  them.  We  want  ammunition  and 
some  provisions  sent  on  .to  us,  also  sleighs  for  the 
wounded. 

If  you  can  send  me  three  hundred  men  all  shall 
be  retaken,  and  Prescott  too,  or  I  will  lose  my 
life  in  the  attempt.    I  shall  write  you  more  par- 
ticularly to-day.    Yours,  with  due  respect, 
BENJAMIN  FORSYTH, 

Capt.  Rifle  Reg.^  Commanding. 

CoL  Ma0«icb,  SacktU^t  Bsarhor. 
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Bztnet  of  a  letter  from  Oenonl  Deftrbom  to  the  See- 

retarj  of  War,  dated 

Albany,  February  26. 1813. 

"  Having  received  ioformation  that  Sir  George 
Pre  vest  was  moving  towards  Upper  Canada,  wiih 
considerable  force,  but  not  sucn  as  can  be  fMy 
relied  on,  I  have,  however,  ordered  foar  hundred 
more  of  Pike's  command  to  follow  the  first  de- 
tachment without  delay." 


HEinanARTSKs,  Sackbtt's  Habbob, 

mxnh  3, 1813. 

Sir  :  Having  been  informed  that  Sir  George 
Prevost  had  adiourned  the  Legislature  at  Quebec, 
assigning  as  the  motive  that  His  Majesty's  ser- 
vice required  his  presence  in  Upper  Canada,  and 
having  received  certain  information  of  his  pass- 
ing Montreal  and  bavins  arrived  at  Kingston,  I 
set  out  immediately  for  this  place,  having  ordered 
the  force  at  Greenbusb,  and  part  of  Colonel  Pike's 
command,  in  sleighs,  for  this  place.  I  arrived 
here  in  fifty-two  hours.  I  am  now  satisfied,  from 
such  information  as  is  entitled  to  full  credit,  that 
a  force  has  been  collected  from  Quebec,  Montre- 
al, and  Upper  Canada,  of  from  six  to  eight  thou- 
sand men,  at  Kington,  and  that  we  may  expect 
an  attack  within  torty-eight  hours,  and  perhaps 
sooner. 

The  militia  have  been  called  in,  aad  every  ef- 
fort will.  I  trust,  be  made  fb  defend  the  nost;  but 
I  fear  neither  the  troops  from  Greenbusb  nor 
Plattsburg  will  arrive  in  season  to  afford  their 
aid.  1  have  sent  expresses  to  have  them  hur- 
ried on. 

Commodore  Chauncey  has  not  arrived;  he 
will  be  here  to-morrow.  The  armed  vessels  have 
not  been  placed  in  the  positions  intended  by  the 
Commodore. 

Our  total  force  ma^  be  estimated  at  nearly  three 
thousand  of  all  descriptions. 

Sir  Georffe  Prevost  is  represented  to  be  deter- 
mined to  effect  his  object  at  all  events,  and  will 
undoubtedly  make  every  effort  in  his  powef  for 
the  purpose. 

We  shall,  I  trust,  give  him  a  warm  reception ; 
but.  if  his  force  is  such  as  is  expected,  and  should 
make  an  attack  before  our  troops  arrive  from 
Oreenbush  and  Plattsburff  at  Sackett^s  Harbor. 
the  result  mav  at  least  be  doubtful. 

I  have  the  nonor,  sir,  to  be,  &e. 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  John  Armbtbono, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Sackbtt's  Harbor,  March  9, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  not  yet  had  the  honor  of  a  visit 
from  Sir  George  Prevost.  His  whole  force  is 
concentrated  at  Kingston,  probably  amounting  to 
six  or  seven  thousand ;  about  three  thousand  of 
them  regular  troops.  The  ice  is  good,  and  we 
expect  him  every  day;  and  every  measure  for 
preventing  a  surprise  is  in  constant  activity.  The 
troops  from  Greenbush  (upwards  of  400)  have 
arrived.    I  have  heard  nothing  from  Pike;  he 


•hoold  have  been  here  yesterday.  I  have  aent 
three  expresses  to  meet  him ;  neither  has  reinned. 
I  have  suspicions  of  the  express  employed  by  the 
QrUartermaster  General  to  convey  the  oidm  la 
Pike ;  the  earliest  measures  were  taken  for  con- 
veying a  duplicate  of  his  orders.  I  hope  to  bear 
from  him  to-day.  His  arrival,  with  ei^ht  haa- 
dred  good  troops,  would  be  very  imporutat  nt  tbh 
time.  The  enemy  are  apprized  of  his  BM>ve- 
ment. 

1  begin  to  entertain  some  doubts  whether  Sir 
George  will  venture  to  attack  us,  bat  shall  aoc 
relax  in  being  prepared  to  give  htm  n  deeeat  re- 
ception. 

I  should  feel  easier  if  Pike  shoald  arrive  ia 
season.  I  am  in  want  of  oflicers  of  experience. 
My  whole  force,  exclusive  of  seamen  aad  marines^ 
who  will  be  confined  to  the  vessels,  aad  hare  no 
share  in  the  action,  until  my  force  shaiJ  be  worst- 
ed, amounts  to  nearly  3,000,  exclusive  of  450  mi- 
litia at  Brown ville,  and  on  the  road  leading  from 
Kingston,  by  land.  Within  two  or  three  days 
I  may  have  300  more  militia  from  Rome  and 
Utica. 

The  ice  will  not  probably  be  [lasasable  nuKe 
than  from  six  to  ten  days  loneer ;  it  is  not  nso- 
ally  passable  after  the  15ih  of  March.  This  un- 
expected movement  of  the  enemy  will  effectnaUy 
oppose  the  movements  contemplated  on  oar  part^ 
and  I  shall  not  think  it  advisable  to  order  General 
Chandler  to  move  at  present.  As  soon  as  the  lall 
of  this  place  shall  be  decided,  we  shali  he  Me  io 
determme  on  other  measures.  If  we  bold  ihis 
place,  we  will  command  the  lake,  and  be  able  to 
act  in  concert  with  the  troops  at  Niagara,  while 
Chandler's  brigade,  with  such  other  troops  as  may 
assemble  in  Vermont,  may  indace  a  return  of  a 
eottsiderable  part  of  those  Uoops  that  have  left 
Lower  Canada. 

When  I  ordered  Pike  to  move,  I  directed  Gen- 
eral Chandler  to  have  the  provision  at  Piatisbaijr 
moved  to  Burlington.  There  was  but  a  small 
proportion  of  our  magazines  at  Plattsburg ;  they 
are  principally  at  Burlington  and  White  HalL 

Yours,  with  respect  and  esteem, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  John  Abmbtbomo. 


Extract  of  a  letter  firom  Major  General  Dearboca  Is 
the  Secretsry  of  War,  dated 

March  14, 1813. 
^  From  the  most  recent  and  probable  infonoa* 
tiott  I  have  obtained,  1  am  induced  to  believe  thai 
Sir  George  Prevost  has  concluded  that  it  is  too 
late  to  attack  this  place.  He  undoubtedly  mtdL^ 
tated  a  coup-de-main  against  the  shipping  here. 
All  the  apprehension  is  now  at  Eangston.  Six 
George  has  visited  York  and  Niagara,  and  re- 
turned to  Montreal.  Several  bodies  of  troops 
have  lately  passed  up  from  Montreal ;  bat  sack 
precautions  nave  been  taken  to  prevent  their  amn- 
ber  being  ascertained,  as  to  render  it  impossible  la 
form  anjr  aoenrate  opinion  of  their  forces,  or  evca 
to  imagine  very  nearly  what  they  amoont  la 
From  varions  sources,  1  am  perfectly  saiisM 
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chat  they  are  not  in  sofficient  force  to  reotore  an 
attack  on  this  place,  koowini^,  as  they  do,  that 
we  haTeeollectea  a  ^De  body  of  troops  from  Green- 
bash  and  Plattsburar,  and  that  the  militia  have 
been   called  id.    We  are  probably  just  strong 
enoagh  oo  each  side  to  defend ;  but  not  in  suffi- 
cient force  to  hazard  an   offensire  moyement. 
The  difference  of  attacking  and  beinff  attacked, 
IS  it  regards  the  contiguous  posts  of  Kingston 
ind  Sackett's  Harbor,  cannot  be  estimated  at  less 
Ihan  three  or  four  thousand  men,  arising  from 
he  circumstance  of  militia  acting  merely  on  the 
lefensiTe.     I    hare  ordered  General  Chandler 
ppith  the  9th,  2l8t,  and  25th  regiments,  to  march 
'or  this  place;  Clark's  regiment,  and  a  company 
>f  artillery,  to  be  left  at  Burlington  for  the  pres- 
mt;  where  the  regiment  wiU  be  filled  in  a  few 
reeks.    I  hare  ordered  the  reerniis  for  the  three 
egiments  that  will  march  for  this  place  to  be 
lent  to  Greenbush,  and  Colonel  Larned  is  ordered 
here  to  receive  them  with  Backus's  dismoant- 
fd  dragoons,  and  other  detachments  from  Pitts- 
kid." 


txtract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Dearborn  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated, 

Sackett'sHabbor,  March  16, 1813. 
^  It  was  yesterday  unanimously  determined,  in 
leooncil  or  the  principal  officers,  including  Com- 
Bodore  Chauncey,  that  we  ought  not,  under  ex- 
sting  circumstances,  to  make  an  aitempt  on 
Cingston,  before  the  naval  force  can  act.  The 
larbors  io  this  lake  will  not  probably  be  open  so 
is  to  admit  of  the  vessels  being  moved  untilabout 
he  16tlL  of  April." 


ixtrad  of  a  letter  from  Major  Oeneral  Dearborn  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  without  date,  proposing  to  pass 
by  Kangaton,  and  attack  Yorii,  ice* 

^  To  take  or  destroy  the  armed  vessels  at  York 
nil  give  OS  the  complete  command  of  the  Lake. 
Commodore  Chauncey  can  take  with  him  ten  or 
welve  hundred  troops,  to  be  commanded  by 
'ike  I  take  York,  from  thence  proceed  to  Niaga- 
•«  and  attack  Fort  Geor^j^e  by  land  and  water, 
rhile  the  troops  at  Buffalo  cross  over  and  carry 
^orts  Erie  and  Cbippewa,  and  join  those  at 
^ort  George,  and  then  collect  our  whole  force  for 
P  attack  on  Kingston.  After  the  most  mature 
aliberation,  the  above  was  considered  by  Com- 
lodore  Chauncey  and  myself  as  the  most  certain 
f  ultimate  success.'* 


Sxtract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secrataiy  of  War  to  Ma- 
jor General  Dearborn,  dated 

Wab  Dbpabtmejct,  March  29, 1813. 
'^Your  despatches  of  the  11th  and  14th  instant 
rom  Saeketi's  Harbor,  and  one  of  the  22d,  from 
Llbany,  have  been  received.  The  correspond- 
Bce  between  you  and  Major  Murray,  in  relation 
»  an  exchange  of  priaonera,  has  been  referred  lo 
be  Department  of  State.  The  alteration  in  the 
Ian  of  campaign,  so  as  to  make  Kingston  the 
lai  object;  instead  of  making  it  the  firat,  would 


appear  to  be  necessary,  or  at  least  proper ;  but  the 
force  assigned  to  the  attack  of  the  upper  posts,  is 
believed  to  be  too  small. 

^'Accident  may  prevent  a  co-operation  of  the 
corps  at  Buffalo.    That  sent  from  Sackett's  Har- 
bor should  have  in  itself  the  power  of  reducing 
Forts  George  and  Erie,  and  holding  in  check  the 
militia  who  may  be  sent  to  support  the^p.    The 
ships  can  give  little  aid  in  the  business,  except 
merely  in  covering  the  landing.  Double  the  num- 
ber you  propose  sending  would  not  be  too  many. 
Various  considerations  recommend  the  employ- 
ment of  a  larffe  and  decisive  force,  and  none,  that 
I  can  think  of,  disaoade  from  it.    If  our  first  step 
in  the  campaign,  and  in  the  quarter  from  which 
most  is  expected,  should  fail,  the  disgrace  of  oar 
arms  will  be  complete.    The  public  will  lose  all 
confidence  in  us,  and  we  shall  even  cease  to  have 
any  in  ourselves.    The  party  who  first  opens  a 
campaign  has  manv  advantages  over  his  antago- 
nist ;  all  of  which,  nowever,  are  the  result  of  his 
being  able  to  carryh  is  whole  force  against  a  part 
of  his  enemies.    Washington  carried  his  whole 
force  against  the  Hessians,  in  New  Jersey,  and 
beating  them,  recovered  that  moral  strength,  that 
self-confidence,  which  he  had  lost  by  many  pre- 
ceding disasters.    We  are  now  in  that  state  of 
Eroatration  that  he  was  in,  after  he  crossed  the 
Delaware;  but,  like  him,  we  may  soon  get  on 
oor  legs  again,  if  we  are  able  to  give  some  bard 
blows  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign.    In  this 
we  cannot  fail,  provided  the  force  we  employ 
asainst  his  Western  posts  be  sufficiently  heavy, 
"niey  must  stand  or  fall  by  their  own  strength. 
They  are  perfectly  isolated,  and  out  of  the  reach 
of  reinforcements ;  send,  therefore,  a  force  that 
shall  overwhelm  them — that  shall  leave  nothing 
to  chance.    If  1  had  not  another  motive,  I  would 
carry  my  whole  strength,  merely  that  their  first 
service  should  be  a  successful  one.    The  good 
effects  of  this  will  be  felt  throughout  the  cam- 
paign. 

"1  have  hastened  to  give  you  these  thoughts, 
under  a  full  conviction  of  their  usefoloess;  ana 
shall  only  add,  that  there  ia  no  drawback  upon 
this  policy.  When  the  fleet  and  army  are  gone, 
we  have  nothing  at  Sackett's  Harbor  to  guard, 
nor  will  the  place  present  an  object  to  the  enemy. 
*'  How  then  would  it  read  that  we  had  lost  our 
object  on  the  Niagara,  while  we  had  another 
brigade  at  Sackett's  Harbor  doing  nothing  1'' 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mijor  General  Dearborn,  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Albany,  April  5, 1813. 

**  I  have  thia  day  been  honored  with  yoor  letter 
of  the  29th  ultimo.  As  troops  cannot,  with  aafe- 
ty,  be  transported  from  Sackett's  Harbor  to  York, 
or  Niagara,  in  batteaux  or  flat-bottomed  boats,  I 
most  depend  on  Commodore  Chaoncey's  armed 
vessels,  with  one  or  two  other  sloops,  for  the  trans- 
portation of  our  troops ;  and  it  waa  considered 
doubtful,  whether  more  than  twelve  hundred  men 
could  be  so  conveyed,  which  number  I  considered 
amply  aufficient  for  the  two  first  objects  eontem- 
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plated,  bat  as  many  as  can  be  transported  with 
safety  shall  be  sent.  The  co-operation  of  the 
troops  under  General  Lewis  may  be  relied  on. 
Boyd  and  Winder  are  with  him,  and  nothing  but 
outrageous  ^les  of  wind  can  prevent  success. 

"  The  troops  from  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania 
arrived  last  evening.  They,  with  the  other  de- 
tachments at  Qreeobusb,  will  proceed  towards 
Lake  Ontario  within  two  or  three  days.  As  soon 
as  practicable,  after  sending  off  the  troops,  I  shall 
move  Westward." 


War  Dbpartmwt,  April  19, 1813. 

Sir:  Takiag  for  granted  that  Qeneral  Prevost 
has  not  been  able  or  willing  to  reinforce  Maiden, 
Brie,  and  George,  and  that  he  has  assembled  at 
Kingston  a  force  of  ^^  six  or  eight  thousand  men," 
as  stated  by  you,  we  must  conclude  that  he  means 
to  hazard  his  more  western  posts,  shorten  his 
line  of  defence,  and  place  his  right  flank  on  Lake 
Ontario. 

This  arrangement  is,  no  doubt,  in  consequence 
of  our  preparations  at  Sackett's  Harbor.    These 

gSYe  him  reason  to  fear  that  we  meant  to  cut 
is  line  of  communication  at  that  point,  which, 
so  long  as  he  has  a  hope  of  keeping  the  com* 
mand  of  the  lake,  is  one  of  infinite  importance  to 
bis  views. 

The  danger,  however,  now  is,  that,  in  the  event 
of  the  success  of  our  present  expedition,  he  may 
lose  this  hope,  abandon  Kingston,  and  concen- 
trate his  forces  at  Montreal. 

This  event  is,  in  my  opinion,  so  probable,  as  to 
render  necessary  a  communication  of  the  views 
of  the  President,  in  relation  to  the  nH>vement« 
on  your  part,  (which  shall  be  subepquent  to  those 
now  making,)  on  two  suppositions : 

1st.  That  the  enemy  will  keep  hie  ground  at 
Kingston;  and, 

2a.  That  he  will  abandon  that  ground  and 
withdraw  from  Montreal. 

On  the  first  supposition,  there  is  no  difficulty 
in  either  selecting  our  object,  or  the  means  of 
pursuing  it.  We  ought  to  destroy  the  commu- 
nication between  Kingston  and  Montreal,  by  in- 
ternoein^  a  coa»petent  force  between  the  two, 
aao  assailinff  the  former  by  a  joint  operation  of 
military  ana  naval  means. 

Local  circumstances  favor  this  project.  A 
few  armed  boau  on  Lake  St.  Francis  stops  all 
intercourse  by  water;  in  which  case,  cannon, 
military  stores,  and  articles  of  subsistence  in 
lulk^  cannot  be  conveyed  between  Montreal  and 
Kingston. 

From  Lake  Ontario  to  Ogdensburg  we  com- 
mand the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrenoe  by  our 
armed  vessels,  and,  under  their  protection,  our 
army  can  be  passed  over  and  established  on  the 
Canada  side^  at  the  point  deemed  most  proper 
for  attack. 

On  the  other  supposition,  that  the  British  gar- 
rison is  withdrawn  from  Kingston  to  Montreal, 
the  old  question  of  approaching  htm  by  Lake 
Cham  plain,  or  by  the  St.  Lawrence,  recurs,  and 
ought  now  to  be  settled,  so  that  tkore  should  be 


no  unnecessary  paose  in  o«r  operatioiM  at  a 
and  more  momentous  period  of  the  campiitn^ 

The  circumstances  in  faror  of  the  8u  Law- 
rence route  are  these —  <» 

1st.  Our  force  is  now  upon  it. 

2d.  It  furnishes  a  conveyance  by  water  the 
whole  distance. 

3d.  The  enemy  is  not  fortified  oo  tke  St.  Law- 
rence side,  and  has  on  it  bo  strong  oQtpost^ 
which  must  be  forced,  in  order  to  aeeaie  e«i 
flanks  and  rear,  while  engaged  in  the  main  •»> 
tack;  and, 

4tb.  By  approaching  hia  flank  (as  tkia 
enables  yoa  to  do)  instead  of  hie  front,  we 
pel  him  to  d&anse  his  position,  in  wkieh 
must  do  one  of  four  things;  either  he 
cupy  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  give  9p  the 
south,  or  he  must  oceupy  the  south  wi4t  aodgrJfe 
up  the  north,  or  he  must  confine  himstkf  co  tk» 
island,  and  give  up  both  sides,  or  bssly,  lie  ranaft 
occupy  both  sides,  and  in  thia  case  expoae  hiflk- 
self  to  be  beaten  in  detaiL 

None  of  these  advantages  are  to  be  found  in 
approaching  him  by  the  other  route.  Our  troops 
are  not  upon  it ;  we  cannot  move  by  water ;  his 
outposts  are  fortified,  and  must  be  carried  by  as- 
sault ;  his  front  is  the  only  assailable  point,  aad 
that  is  covered  by  the  St.  Lawrence;  our  attack 
must  be  made  exactly  where  he  wishes  tt  to  be 
made ;  all  his  arrangements  and  defences  are  of 
course,  in  full  operation,  nor  is  he  compeliea  to 
disturb  them  in  the  smallest  degree.  In  a  woncf, 
we  most  fight  him  on  kis  pre  vines  dispositiona 
and  plans,  and  not  on  any  of  otir  omi. 

These  reasons  are  deemed  eonelasiTe  for  pre^ 
ferring  the  route  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  ^oor 
measures  (subsequent  to  your  present  expediuon) 
will,  thevelbn,  he  confaraMNi  to  this  view  nf  iht 
subject. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yoor  obn    ' 
rant, 

JOHN  ARMSTEOna 

Major  General  DaAnaoRii. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Major  General  DeaiWa  Id 
the  Secietsry  of  War,  dated 

Sackett's  Habboe,  April  23, 161X 

'The  troops  embarked  yesieiday  •  B  rerjr  fw^ 
sel  is  orowded  with  as  many  men  ns  poaaible; 
the  total  number,  1600,  of  the  best  men.  I  tMtf 
we  shall  sail  within  one  or  two  hours.  If  the 
sails  for  a  new  vessel  arrive  within  a  day  or  two^ 
and  a  small  sloop  from  Oswego,  which  ought  to 
have  been  here  five  days  since,  one  hnndred  and 
fifty  more  men  will  go  in  them.  The  ice  did  not 
move  out  until  the  19th ;  I  arrived  on  the  20th." 


HBADaUABTBBB,  TOBK,  UpPBR  CaNAA^, 

A^ril  28,  1819L 
Sib  :  After  a  detention  of  some  days,  hy  ad- 
verse winds,  we  arrived  here  yesterday  momaig^ 
and  at  eight  o'clock  commenced  landing  oar 
troops  about  three  miles  weatward  of  the  cova, 
and  one  and  a  half  from  the  enemy^  wacts* 
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The  wiDil  was  kigb  aod  in  aa  QafiiTOvabie  direo« 
ion  for  our  boats,  wbieh  prerentcd  the  troops 
anding  at  a  clear  field,  (t^e  ancient  site  of  the 
French  fort  Tarento.)    The  nnfarorable  wind 
iForented  as  many  of  the  armed  vessels  from 
abiDg  such  positions  as  would  efieetually  eover 
mr  iaoding  as  they  otherwise  would  bare  done ; 
Hit  everything  that  could  be  done  was  effected. 
>ur  riflemen  under  Major  Forsyth  first  landed 
indtr  a  heavy  fire  from  Indians  and  other  troops, 
ieneral  Sheaffe  commanded  in  person.    He  had 
ioUected  bis  whole  force  in  the  woods  near  where 
be  wind  obliged  oar  troops  to  land,  consisting 
ti  about  seven  hundred  regulars  and  militia,  and 
koe  hundred  Indians.    Major  Forsyth  was  sup- 
)OTted,  as  promptly  as  possible,  with  other  troops ; 
mt  the  contest  was  sharp  and  severe  for  near 
laJf  an  hour.    The  enemy  was  repulsed  by  a  far 
en  number  than  their  own,  and  as  soon  as  Gkn- 
ixal  Pike  landed  with  seven  or  eight  hundred 
MA,  and  the  remainder  of  the  troops  were  pusho 
ng  for  tbe  shore,  the  enemy  retreated  to  their 
rovka ;  and  as  soon  as  tbe  whole  of  the  troopa 
lad  landed  and  fermed  on  tbe  clear  ground  in* 
ended  for  the  first  landing,  they  ad vaaeed  through 
.  thick  wood  to  the  open  ground  near  the  ene« 
ay's  works,  and  after  carrying  one  battery  by 
Asault,  were  moving  on  in  columns  towards  tbe 
nain  works:  when  the  head  ofthecolumns  was 
attkin  about  sixty  rods  of  <the  enemy,  a  tremens 
lous  explosion  oeonnred  from  a  lar^  magazine 
prepared  for  the  purpose,  which  discharged  such 
mmense  quantities- of  stone  as  to  produce  a  most 
infortunate  efiect  on  oar  troops.    I  have  not  yet 
leen  able  to  collect  the  returns  of  our  killed  and 
rounded,  but  our  loss  by  tbe  explosion  must,  I 
'ear,  exceed  one  hundred;  and  among  them  I 
lave  to  lament  the  loss  of  the  brave  and  excel- 
ent  officer  Brigadier  General  Pike,  who  received 
iQch  a  contusion  from  a  large  stone  as  termi ne- 
ed his  valuable  life  within  a  few  hours.    His 
OSS  will  be  severely  felt.    Previous  to  the  ex- 
plosion, the  enemy  had  retired  into  town,  except- 
ng  a  party  of  regular  troops,  which  did  not  re- 
iK  early  enough  to  avoid  t^e  shock  $  it  is  said 
hat  upwards  of  forty  of  them  were  destroyed. 
Senerftl  Sheaffe  mored    off  with  the  regular 
roope,  and  left  directions  with  the  commanding 
Meet  of  the  militia  to  make  the  best  terms  he 
^oold.    In  tbe  meantime,  all  farther  resistance 
m  the  part  of  the  enemy  ceased,  and  the  out- 
taes  of  a  capitulation  were  agreed  on.    As  soon 
LB  I  was  informed  of  Qeoeral  Pike's  being  wound- 
fd,  I  went  on  shore.    I  bad  been  induced  to  con- 
Ide  tbe  immediate  command  of  tbe  troops  in 
letton  to  General  Pike  from  a  conviction  that  he 
ttlly  expected  it,  and  would  be  much  mortifieJ 
It  being  deprived  of  tbe  honor,  which  he  highly 
ippreciated.    Brery  movement  was  under  my 
riew.    Our  troops  behaved  with  great  firmness, 
led  deserve  much  applause,  especially  those  who 
vere  first  engaged,  onder  circumstances  that 
iv^oald  have  tried  the  firmness  of  veterans.    Our 
OSS  in  the  action  in  the  morning,  and  in  carry- 
Dg-   the  first  buttery,  was  not  great,  probably 
ibout  fifty  killed  and  wounded ;  among  them 


were  a  full  proportion  of  officers  ;  and  although 
the  enemy  nad  a  decided  advantage  in  point  of 
numbers  and  position  at  the  commencement, 
their  loss  was  greater  than  ours,  particularly  in 
officers. 

It  was  with  the  greatest  exertion  that  the  small 
ressels  of  the  fleet  could  work  into  the  harbor 
against  a  gale  of  wind  directly  ahead ;  but  as 
soon  as  they  got  in  contact  with  the  batteries  a 
tremendous  cannonade  commenced  from  ^  and 
32-pounders,  and  was  kept  up  without  intermis- 
sion under  a  heavy  fire  from  two  batteries,  until 
the  enemy's  batteries  were  carried  or  blown  up 
by  tbe  explosion,  which  undoubtedly  had  a  pow- 
erful effect  on  the  enemy.    I  am  under  the  great- 
est obligations  to  Commodore  Chauncey  for  his 
able  and  indefatigable  exertions  in  every  possible 
manner  that  could  give  facility  and  efiect  to  the 
expedition.    He  is  equally  esttmable  for  deliber- 
ate, soyond  judgment,  bravery,  and  industry.  Tbe 
GK>vernaieBt  could  not  have  made  a  more  fortu- 
nate seleetion  for  the  important  trust  he  holds. 
Unfortunately,  the   enemy's    armed    ship,   tbe 
^'Prince  Regent,"  left  this  place  for  Kin{;stoQ 
four  days  before  we  arrived.    A  lar^e  ship  on 
tbe  stocks,  and  nearly  planked  up,  with  a  large 
stock  of  naval  stores,  was  set  on  fire  by  the  ene- 
my soon  after  the  explosion  of  the  magazine. 
There  are  no  vessels  fit  for  use  in  the  harbor.    A 
considerable  quantity  of  military  stores  and  pro- 
visions remained.  We  shall  not  possess  the  means 
of  transporting  tbe  prisoners  from  this  place,  and 
must  of  course  leave  them  on  parole.    I  hope  we 
shall  so  far  complete  the  necessary  measures  at 
this  place  in  the  course  of  this  day  as  to  be  able 
to  sail  to-morrow  for  Niagara,  by  which  route  I 
send  this  by  a  smalt  vessel,  with  notice  to  Gene- 
ral Lewis  of  our  approach. 

I  am^  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec^ry  of  War, 


HBADciDARTBas,  NiAUARA,  Moy  3, 1813. 

Sir:  I  arrired  at  this  place  last  evening  with 
Commodore  Chauncey  in  his  fast-sailing  scoooner 
the  Lady  of  the  Lake:  we  left  the  fleet  with  the 
troops  on  board  in  York  road.  Tbe  wind  has 
been  so  unfavorable  as  to  render  it  impracticable 
to  come  to  this  place  with  any  prospect  of  effect- 
ing a  landinff. 

I  have  had  a  conference  with  Generals  Lewis, 
Boyd,  aod  Winder,  at  which  Commodore  Chaun- 
cey was  present.  I  did  not  find  the  preparations 
at  this  place  as  complete  as  could  have  been  ex- 
pected ;  but  as  soon  as  the  wind  will  permit,  we 
shall  make  a  descent.  Commodore  Chauncey 
has  returned  to  the  fleet,  and  will  sail  for  this 
place  as  soon  as  he  shall  judge  the  wind  favora- 
ble for  crossing  and  landing  the  troops.  In  the 
meantime  we  shall  be  preparing  to  act  in  con- 
cert. General  Boyd  will  take  command  of  the 
brigade  lately  commanded  by  General  Pike.  We 
find  the  weather  on  this  lake  at  this  season  of  the 
'year  such  as  to  render  naval  operations  extreme* 
ly  tedious  and  uncertain,  especially  when  We 
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have  to  debark  troops  od  the  shore  of  the  Jake* 
where  there  are  no  harbors.  Westerly  winds 
are  necessary;  we  have  nooe  but  easterly.  I 
have  DO  doubt  of  ultimate  success,  aaless  har- 
assed and  dispersed  by  the  elements. 

I  enclose  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 
You  will  observe  thp  loss  was  very  small  except- 
ing that  produced  by  the  explosion.  As  nearly 
as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  amounted  from  ninety  to  one  hundred 
killed',  two  hundred  wounded,  and  upwards  of 
three  hundred  prisoners.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  ascertain  precisely  the  number  of  the  militia 
ot  on  their  parole ;  I  presume  it  could  not  be 
ess  than  five  hundred.  There  was  an  immense 
depot  of  naval  and  military  stores.  York  was 
the  principal  depot  for  Niagara  and  Detroit; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  immense  amount  which 
was  destroyed  by  them,  we  found  more  than  we 
could  brinff  off.  General  Sbeaffe's  baggage  and 
papers  fell  into  my  hands.  These  papers  are  a 
valuable  acquisition  ;  I  have  not  had  time  for  a 
full  examination  of  them,  A  scalp  was  found  in 
the  Executive  and  Legislative  Chamber,  sus- 
pended near  the  Speaker's  chair,  in  company 
with  the  mace  and  other  emblems  of  royalty.  I 
intend  sending  it  to  you  with  a  correct  account 
of  the  facts  relative  to  the  place  and  situation  in 
which  it  was  found. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec^ry  of  War, 


HsADauARTERs,  NIAGARA,  May  13, 1813. 

Sir:  Commodore  Chaoncey,  with  the  fleet 
and  troops,  arrived  here  on  the  evening  of  the 
8th,  and  in  the  course  of  the  night  the  troops 
were  debarked  in  a  very  sickly  or  depressed  state. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  officers  and  men  were 
sickly  and  debilitated.  It  was  deemed  expedi- 
ent to  give  them  time  to  recruit  their  health  and 
spirits,  and  in  the  meantime  for  the  fleet  to  re- 
turn to  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  take  on  board  one 
thousand  additional  troops  j  and  orders  were  de- 
spatched to  Utica,  Rome,  and  Oswego,  to  have 
the  troops  at  those  places  forwarded  here  in  boats 
from  Oswego.  Backus's  corus  of  light  dragoons, 
about  four  hundred,  principally  dismounted,  and 
five  hundred  of  the  11th  regiment  from  Burling- 
ton, have  been  ordered  to  Sackett's  Harbor. 
These,  with  three  hundred  volunteers,  and  a  full 
company  of  artillery,  are  to  form  a  garrison  at 
chat  place.  Additional  cannon  will  be  mounted. 
General  Brown  of  the  militia  has  been  requested 
to  hold  three  or  four  hundred  men  of  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  in  readiness  to  aid  the  garrison,  in 
the  event  of  anv  atuck.  My  intention  is  to  col- 
lect the  main  body  of  the  troops  at  this  place, 
and  as  soon  as  Commodore  Cbauncey  returns, 
and  the  forces  from  Oswego  arrive,  to  commence 
operations  in  as  spirited  and  effectual  a  manner 
as  practicable.  This  change  in  the  proposed 
system  of  operations  has  been  rendered  necessary  ■ 
by  a  long  series  of  the  most  unfortunate  winds ) 


and  weather  that  could  have  oeevrved  at  tku 
season,  and  soch  as  could  not  have  been  eaatea- 
plated. 

Colonel  Scott  reached  this  yesterday  ia  boats 
from  Oswego,  with  three  hundred  men.  He  vas 
seven  days  wind  bound  in  different  places,  and 
narrowly  escaped  the  loss  of  hia  boats  and  na. 
I  had  expected  htm  on  the  3d.  I  had  aioMSt 
given  bim  up  for  lost. 

Qeneral  Harrison  is  invested ;  and  preanmiag 
on  the  uncertainty  of  events,  I  shall  make  eaka- 
lation  of  a  reinforcement  to  the  enemy  of  Britiih 
and  Indians  from  Detroit  We  shall  be  prepand 
for  them  ;  and  I  shall  consider  a  ecmeentratiaa 
of  tbeir  force  rather  as  a  fortanate  ctreamstaaet 
than  otherwise. 

I  observed  in  a  former  letter,  that,  on  my  arri- 
val here  on  the  evening  of  the  2d.  the  prepara- 
tions-for  an  immediate  co-operation  were  ooCas 
complete  as  could  have  been  expected.  General 
Lewis  was  at  fonrteen  miles  distance.  Winder, 
with  his  command,  was  at  BInek  Rock.  The 
boats  had  not  been  transported  from  SchlosKr; 
not  one  of  the  scows  completed  ;  the  heavy  guns 
and  mortars  not  placed  in  the  batteries ;  two  19 
and  two  12-poonders  not  mounted  ;  bat.  with  all 
these  delects,  we  should  have  made  an  attack  on 
the  4th  or  6th.  if  the  fleet  bad  arrived  with  the 
troops  in  health,  oa  the  3d,  as  was  expected. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respeccfnUy; 
your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

H.  DBARBOIW. 

Hon.  J.  AaMBTaoRO,  Se^ryt^  War. 


HsADdOASTERs,  FoBT  Gaouoa, 
Upper  Canada,  May  27, 181X 

Sir:  The  light  troo|is  under  the  eommaad  of 
Colonel  Scott  and  Major  Forsyth  landed  this 
morning  at  9  o'clock.  Major  General  Lewis's 
division,  with  Colonel  Porter's  command  of  light 
artillery,  supported  them.  <3eneral  Boyd's  hn- 
gade  landed  immediately  afier  the  li^ht  troops, 
and  Qenerals  Winder  and  Chandler  followed  ia 
quick  succession.  The  landiag  was  warmly  aad 
obstinately  dispute  by  the  British  foroesi  bnt 
the  coolness  and  intrepidity  of  our  troops  soon 
compelled  them  to  give  ground  in  every  direc- 
tion. Qeneral  Chandler,  with  the  reserve,  (eom> 
posed  of  his  brigade  and  Colonel  Macomb's  ar^ 
tillery,)  covered  the  whole.  Commodore  Chaaa- 
cey  had  made  the  most  judicious  arrangements 
for  silencing  the  enemy's  batteries  near  thepoiat 
of  landing.  The  Army  is  under  the  greatest  oh> 
ligation  to  that  able  naval  commander  for  h'm 
indefatigable  exertions,  in  co-operation  in  all  iu 
important  movements,  and  especially  in  its  oper- 
ations this  day.  Our  batteries  succeeded  in  leu- 
dering  Fort  Gkorge  untenable;  and  when  the 
enemy  bad  been  l^aten  from  his  position,  and 
found  it  necessarjr  to  re-enter  it,  after  firing  a 
few  guns,  and  setting  fire  to  the  magazines,  irhich 
soon  exploded,  moved  off  rapidly  by  different 
routes.  Our  light  troops  pursued  them  several 
'iiiiles.  The  troops  havin^t  been  under  arms  froM 
one  o'clock  in  the  morning  wen.  too  mach  ci- 
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fsted  for  any  further  parsait.  We  are  now  in 
session  of  Fort  Ckorge  and  its  immediate  de- 
dencies ;  to-morrow  we  shall  proceed  farther 
The  behavioar  of  oor  troops,  both  oflScers 
I  men,  entitles  them  to  the  nif^hest  praise; 
i  the  difference  in  our  loss  with  that  of  the 
tny,  when  we  consider  the  advantas^es  his 
itions  afforded  him,  is  astonishing.  We  had 
enteen  killed  and  forty-five  wounded.  The 
my  had  ninety  killed  and  one  hundred  and 
;y  wounded  of  the  regular  troops.  We  have 
en  one  hundred  prisoners,  exclusive  of  the 
unded.  Colonel  Meyers,  of  the  49(h.  was 
nnded  and  taken  prisoner.  Of  ours  only  one 
1  missioned  officer  was  killed,  Lieutenant  Ho- 
t,  of  the  light  artillerjr.  Enclosed  is  the  report 
Major  General  Lewis, 
have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  consid- 
tion  and  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 
Ion.  John  Arustbono, 

Stcretaryof  War, 


On  the  Field,  ome  o'clock, 

May  27, 1813. 
>SiaB8ia:  Port  (Seorge  a«d  its  dependeneies 
ours.  The  eaemy,  bevten  at  all  points,  has 
wtk  «p  his  oAgazines  and  retired.  It  is  impos- 
e  at  tois  moment  to  say  any  thing  of  individual 
an  try.  There  was  no  man  who  did  not  per- 
il iiij)  duty  in  a  manner  which  did  honor  to 
fielf  and  his  country.  Scott  and  Forsyth's 
imaitds,  supported  by  Boyd's  and  Winder's 
[ades,  sustamed  the  brunt  of  the  action.    Our 

is  trifling;  perhaps  not  more  than  twenty 
ed,  and  twice  that  number  wounded.  The 
my  Left  in  the  hospital  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
r,  and  I  sent  several  on  board  the  fleet.  We 
e  also  made  about  one  hundred  prisoners  of 
regular  forces. 
am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

MORGAN  LEWIS, 
dai.  Gen.  DEARBoaN, 

C<ymmander-in-(^vtf  Northern  Army. 


HEAV<iI7ARTBR8,  POBT  GEOROB, 

May  29, 1813. 

ha :  General  Lewis  was  ordered  to  march  yes- 
lay  morning  with  Chandler's  and  Wintfer's 
Ifades,  the  light  artillery,  dragoons,  light  in- 
fry,  and  riflemen,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  by 
way  of  dueenstown.  I  had  received  satis- 
tory  information  that  the  enemy  had  made  a 
bd  on  the  mountain,  at  a  place  called  the  Bea- 
Dams,  where  he  had  a  deposite  of  provisions 
1  stores,  and  that  he  bad  been  joined  by  three 
idred  regulars  from  Kingston,  landed  from 
ill  ressels  near  the  head  of  the  Lake.  I  had 
ertained  that  he  was  calling  in  the  militia, 
I  had  presumed  that  he  would  confide  in  the 
msth  of  his  position^  and  venture  an  action,  by 
ich  an  opportunity  would  be  afforded  to  cut  off 
retreat. 

have  been  disappointed.    Although  the  troops 
n  Fort  Erie  and  Chippewa  had  joined  the 
Idth  Con.  2d  Sjbss.— 75 


main  body  at  the  Beaver  Dams,  he  broke  up  ye^ 
terday  precipitately,  continued  bis  route  along 
the  mountain,  and  will  reach  the  head  of  the 
Lake  by  that  route.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Preston 
took  possession  of  Fort  Erie  and  its  dependencies 
last  evening.  The  fort  had  been  abandoned,  and 
the  magazines  blown  up.  I  have  ordered  Gen- 
eral Lewis  to  return  without  delay  to  this  place, 
and,  if  the  winds  favor  us,  we  may  yet  cut  off  the 
enemy's  retreat  at  York ;  but,  unfortunately,  we 
have  plenty  of  rain  but  no  wind ;  it  may.  how* 
ever,  change  for  the  better  in  a  few  hours.  I  shaM 
afford  Commodore  Chauncey  every  facility  in  my 
power  in  his  preparations  for  commanding  Lakia 
Erie.  He  is  very  anxious  to  return  to  Sackettls 
Harbor;  for.  until  his  other  ship  is  fitted,  it  is  not 
certain  that  he  can  continue  in  the  command  of 
Lake  Ontario.  I  was  the  last  evening  honored 
with  your  despatches  of  the  15th  instant.  I  have 
taken  measures  in  relation  to  the  twenty«three 
prisoners  who  are  to  be  put  in  close  confinemenf. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  consider^ 
ation  and  respeet,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  John  Armstrong, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Extract  of  a  lettnr  from  Major  General  Deafbora  to  the 
Secrataiy  of  War,  dated 

Nbwark,  Upfsa  CaNADA,  Juneit,  181S. 

^Chandler  and  Winder  are  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  who  has  halted  about  fifty-nve  miles  from 
here.  I  am  still  very  feeble,  and  gain  strength 
but  slo#!y.'* 


HfiAOi^oARTms,  Fort  Gsobub, 

June  6,  1813. 

Sta:  I  have  received  an  express  from  the  head 
of  the  Lake  this  evening,  with  the  intelligence 
that  our  troops  were  attacked,  at  two  o'clock  this 
morning,  by  the  whole  British  force  and  Indians ; 
and,  by  some  strange  fatality,  though  oar  loss  in 
numbers  was  small,  and  the  enemy  was  com- 
pletely routed  and  driven  from  the  field,  both 
brigadier  Generals  Chandler  and  Winder  Were 
taken  prisoners.  They  hiid  advanced  to  aacer- 
tain  the  situation  of  a  company  of  artillerv  when 
the  attack  commenced.  General  Chandler  bad 
his  horse  shot  under  him,  and  was  bruised  by  the 
fall.  General  Vincent,  their  eomrtiander,  is  sup- 
posed  to  have  been  killed.  Colonel  Clark  weis 
mortally  wouaded,  and  fell  into  our  hands  with 
sixty  prisoners  of  the  49tb.  The  command  d^^ 
volved  on  Colonel  Burn,  who  has  retired  to  the 
Forty  Mile  creek.  If  either  of  the  general  offi- 
cers nad  remained  in  command,  the  enemy  would 
have  been  pursued  and  cut  up,  or  if  Colonel  Burn 
had  been  an  officer  of  infantry.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  must 
exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty.  The  enemy  sent 
in  a  flag  next  morning,  with  a  request  to  bury 
their  dead.  Generals  Lewis  and  Boyd  set  off 
immediately  to  join  the  advanced  army.  I  nevet 
80  severely  felt  the  want  of  health  as  at  present, 
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ftt  a  time  when  mj  serriecs  might,  perhaps,  be 
most  useful.  I  hope  Grenerai  Hampton  will  re- 
pair here  as  soon  as  possible. 

With  great  respect,  I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  ser?ant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 
Hon.  John  Arustrono, 

Secretary  of  War, 

.JuNB  8,  1813. 
There  was  a  mistake  in  the  arriral  of  the  ex- 

Sress  mail.  Sincewritin^  the  abore,  the  enemy's 
eet  has  passed,  consisting  of  two  large  ships 
and  four  heavjr  schooners.  I  have,  consequently, 
deemed  it  prudent  to  concentrate  the  forces  at 
this  point.  H.  D. 


HEAOaUikRTBRS,  FoRT  GeORQE, 

June  8,  1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  honored  with  your  letters  of 
the  26th  and  27ih  ultimo,  aird  a  duplicate  of  one 
of  the  19ch  of  April.  My  ill  sute  of  health  ren- 
ders it  extremely  painful  to  attend  to  the  current 
duties;  and,  unless  my  health  improves  soon,  I 
fear  1  shall  be  compelled  to  retire  to  some  place 
where  my  mind  may  be  more  at  ease  for  a  short 
time.  Colonel  Macomb  proceeded  with  two  hun- 
dred men,  with  the  Commodore,  to  Sacketi's 
Harbor.    Lieutenant  Colonel  Ripley  has  also 

fone,  by  the  war  of  O.iwego,  to  the  harbor,  with 
is  regiment,  where  he  will  be  joined  by  several 
hundred  recruits;  he  took  charge  of  the  provis- 
ions to  Oswego.  The  Commodore  will  not  prob- 
ably venture  out  until  his  new  ship  is  0t  for  sea. 
The  enemy  has  now  the  command  of  the  Lake, 
and,  as  long  as  that  is  the  case,  any  offensive 
operations  below  this  must  be  suspended.  I  had 
intended  placing  a  small  garr|soo  at  Fort  Erie, 
and  a  stronger  one  at  Fort  George ;  but,  as  you 
have  directed  otherwise,  I  shall  select  Fort  George, 
as  guarding  the  only  harbor  on  the  southern  shore 
of  the  Lake.  Detroit  will  be  the  safest  harbor  on 
Lake  Erie.  I  have,  by  the  request  of  Commo- 
dore Chauqcey,  detached  two  hundred  men  to 
aid  Captain  Perry  in  removing  his  armed  vessels 
from  Black  Rock  to  Presque  Isle.  Commodore 
Chauncey  is  unwilling  to  approach  Maiden,  un- 
less he  can  have  a  reinforcement  to  General  Uar- 
risoB  of  our  regulars.  As  my  command  does  not 
extend  to  Maiden,  I  ask  your  directions  on  this 
subject.  The  Commodore  is  anxious  that  his 
fleet  on  Lake  Erie  should  proceed  with  troops  to 
Michilimackinac  and  St.  Joseph,  as  soon  as  the 
business  shall  be  decided  at  Detroit.  On  taking 
possession  of  this  place,  the  inhabitants  came  in 
In  numbers, and  gave  their  paroles.  I  have  prom- 
ised them  protection.  A  large  majority  are  friend- 
ly to  the  United  States,  and  fixed  in  their  hatred 
against  the  Government  of  Great  Britan.  If  they 
should  generally  be  made  prisoners  of  war,  and 
taken  from  their  families,  it  would  have  a  most 
unfavorable  effect  on  our  military  operations  in 
the  provinces.  The  whole  country  would  be 
driven  to  a  state  of  desperation,  and  satisfy  them, 
beyond  a  doubt,  that  we  had  no  intention  of  hold- 
ing the  provinces.    The  same  effect  would  be 


produced  on  the  Indians,  who  are  now  pnaeipallf 
quiet  for  fear  of  losing  their  valuable  tract  of  land 
on  Grand  river.  I  had  authorized  ibe  civil  ma- 
gistrates to  combine  in  the  due  exercise  of  thor 
functions,  and  cannot,  with  propriety,  revoke  this 
authority,  unless  specially  directed. 

The  whole  of  our  troops,  officers,  and  mea,  ia 
the  action  of  the  27th.  discovered  a  degree  of 
ardor  and  readiness  for  action,  which  evinced  a 
determination  to  do  honor  to  themselves  sad 
country.  The  animating  example  set  by  Colood 
Scott  and  General  Boyd,  in  landing  and  repnlang 
the  enemy,  deserves  particular  mention.  I  aoi 
greatly  indebted  to  Colonel  Porter,  Major  AmuK 
tead,  and  Captain  Totten,  for  their  judkioos  ar- 
rangements and  skilful  execution  in  demoUshiag 
the  enemy's  forts  and  batteries,  and  to  the  ikCeecs 
of  the  artillery  generally,  who  bad  the  direction 
of  the  guns. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yoar 
most  obedient  servant, 

H.  DRARBORN. 

Hon.  John  AaMaTaoNO, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Extract  of  a  letter  fifom  Miyor  General  Moigan  Lsaii 
to  the  Becntaiy  of  War,  dated 

NiAQABA,  Jwne  14,  1813L 

''Yon  will  perceive,  br  the  enclosed  eopyof 
orders,  marked  1,  that  Grenerai  Dearfaoni.  from 
indispo^itipo,  has  resigned  the  command,  not  oo/y 
of  the  Niagara  army,  but  of  the  districu  I  have 
doubts  whether  he  will  ever  again  be  fit  for  ser- 
vice. He  has  been  repeatedly  in  a  state  of  con- 
valescence,  but  relapses  on  the  least  agitation  of 
mind. 

^In  my  last,  I  mentioned  the  unfortunate  cir^ 
comstance  of  the  capture  of  our  two  Brigadiers, 
Chandler  and  Winder.  The  particulars  are  de- 
tailed in  the  report  of  Colonel  Bom,  marked  8, 
which  he  gives  from  the  best  informatioa  he 
could  collect.  His  corps  lay  a  considerable  dis- 
tance from  the  scene  ot  active  operation,  as  yoo 
will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  diagram.  The  light 
corps  spoken  oL  were  Captains  Hindman's,  Nich- 
olas's, and  Btddie's  companies,  of  the  2d  artillery, 
serving  as  infantry.  These  three  gentlemen, and 
Captains  Archer  and  Towson,  of  the  same  i^ 
ment,  and  Leonard  of  the  light  artillery,  are  sai- 
diers  who  would  honor  any  service.  Their  gal- 
lantry, and  that  of  their  companies,  was  equally 
conspicuous  on  this  occasion  as  in  the  aAair  of 
the  37th  ultimo.  A  view  of  General  Chandler^ 
encampment  will  be  sufficient  to  show  that  his 
disaster  was  owing  to  its  arrangement;  its  ccnue 
being  its  weakest  point,  and  that  being  discov.ered 
by  the  enemy  in  the  evening,  received  the  com- 
bined attack  of  his  whole  force,  and  his  line  was 
completely  cut.  It  is  said,  though  I  cannot  vonck 
for  its  truth,  that  General  Winder  saw  this,  and 
remonstrated  against  it.  The  gallantry  of  the 
5th,  25th,  and  part  of  the  23d,  and  light  troops 
saved  the  army ;  of  the  5th,  it  is  said,  that,  whea 
the  day  broke,  not  a  man  was  missing ;  and  tkst 
a  part  of  the  23d,  under  Major  Armstrongs  was 
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bund  sastaioing  its  left  flank.  Their  fire  was  ir- 
'esistibte^  and  the  enemy  was  compelled  to  gire 
vay.  Could  he  have  been  pressed  the  next  morn- 
ng,  his  destruction  was  inevitable.  He  was  dis- 
>ersed  in  every  direction,  and  eren  his  command- 
ng  General  was  missing,  without  his  hat  or  horse. 
[  understand  he  was  round  the  next  evening, 
ilmost  famished,  at  a  distaoce  of  four  miles  from 
he  scene  of  action. 

'*  Lieutenant  McChesney's  gaHantry  recovered 
I  piece  of  artillery,  and  prevented  the  capture  of 
(tners.    He  merits  promotion  for  ii. 

"  On  the  evening  of  the  sixth  of  June,  I  received 
he  order  No.  4,  and  joined  the  army  at  five  in 
he  afternoon  of  the  7th.  I  found  it  at  the  Forty 
^ile  creek,  ten  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  ground  on 
vhich  it  had  been  attacked,  encamped  on  a  plain 
if  about  a  mile  in  width,  with  its  right  flank  on 
he  Lake,  and  its  left  on  the  creek,  which  skirts 
he  base  of  a  perpendicular  mountain  of  consider- 
ible  height.  On  my  route,  I  received  Nos.  5  and 
\y  enclosed, 

^  ^^  At  6  in  the  evening,  the  hostile  fleet  hove  in 
i^ht,  though  its  character  could  not  be  ascer- 
ained  with  precision.  We  lay  on  our  arms  all 
tight.  At  dawn  of  day  struck  our  tents,  and  de- 
cried  the  hostile  squadron  abreast  of  us,  about  a 
nile  from  the  shore.  Our  boats,  which  trans- 
ported the  principal  part  of  our  baggage  and  camp 
quipage,  lay  on  the  beach ;  it  was  a  dead  calm ; 
nd,  about  8ix,  the  enemy  towed  in  a  large  schoon- 
r,  which  opened  her  fi^e  on  our  boats.  As  soon 
s  she  stood  for  shore,  her  object  being  evident,  I 
ordered  down  Archer's  and  Xowson's  companies, 
vith  four  pieces  of  artillery,  to  resist  her  attempts. 
,  at  the  same  time,  sent  Captain  Totten,  of  the 
ingineers,  (a  most  valuable  officer,)  to  construct 
I  temporary  furnace  for  heating  shot,  which  was 
)repared  and  in  operation  in  less  than  thirty 
ninutes.  Her  fire  was  returned  with  a  vivacity 
md  efiect  (excelled  by  no  artillery  in  the  universe) 
vhich  soon  compelled  her  to  retire.  A  party  of 
avages  now  made  their  appearance  on  the  brow 
if  the  mountain,  (^  which,  being  perfectly  bald,  ex- 
libited  them  to  view,)  and  commenced  a  fire  on 
lur  camp.  I  ordered  Colonel  Chrystie  to  dislodge 
hem,  who  entered  on  the  service  with  alacrity, 
ml  found  himself  anticipated  by  Lieutenant  El- 
Iridge.  the  adjutant  of  the  regiment,  who,  with  a 
promptness  and  gallantrv  highly  honorable  to  that 
roung  officer,  had  already  gained  the  summit  of 
he  mountain  with  a  party  of  volunteers,  and 
outed  the  barbarian  allies  of  the  Defender  of  the 
Christian  Faith.  This  young  man  merits  the  no- 
ice  of  Qovernment. 

*^  These  little  affairs  cost  us  not  a  man.  Sir 
Fames  L.  Yeo,  being  disappointed  of  a  tragedy, 
lext  determined,  in  true  dramatic  style,  to  amuse 
Is  with  a  farce.  An  officer  with  a  flag  was  sent 
o  me  from  his  ship,  advising  me  that,  as  I  was 
nvested  with  savases  in  my  rear,  a  fleet  in  my 
Iront,  and  a  powerful  army  on  my  flank,  he,  and 
;be  officers  commanding  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
and  forces,  thought  it  a  duty  to  demand  a  sur- 
vnder  of  my  army.  I  answered  that  the  message 
ras  too  ridiculous  to  merit  a  reply.    No.  7  was 


delivered  to  me  at  about  six  this  morning.  Be- 
tween seven  and  eight  o'clock,  the  few  wagons 
we  had  beiujv  loaded,  first  with  sick,  and  next 
with  ammunition,  dbc,  the  residue  of  camp  equi- 
page and  baggage  was  put  in  the  boats,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  two  hundred  men  of  the  6th  regi- 
ment detailed  to  proceed  in  them.  Orders  were 
prepared  to  be  given  them  to  defend  the  boats, 
and,  if  assailed  by  any  of  the  enemy's  small  ves- 
sels, to  carry  thera  by  boarding.  By  some  irreg- 
ularity which  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover, 
the  boats  put  ojQT  without  the  detachments,  in- 
duced probably  by  the  stillness  of  the  morning. 
When  they  had  progressed  about  three  miles,  a 
breeze  sprung  up,  and  an  armed  schooner  over* 
hauled  them.  Those  who  were  enterprising  kept 
on  and  escaped ;  others  ran  to  the  shore,  and  de- 
serted their  boats.  We  have  lost  twelve  of  the 
number,  principally  containing  the  baggage  of 
the  officers  and  men. 

''At  ten,  I  put  the  army  in  motion  on  our  re- 
turn to  this  place.  The  savages  and  incorporated 
militia  hung  on  our  flanks  and  rear  throughout 
the  march,  and  picked  up  a  few  stragflers.  On 
our  retiring,  the  British  army  advanced,  and  now 
occupies  the  ground  we  left." 


Papers  referred  to  by  General  Lewis. 

HBADauARTBRs,  NiAOABA,  June  6, 1813. 

Dear  General  :  You  will  please  to  proceed, 
with  ns  little  delay  as  may  be,  and  take  command 
of  the  advanced  army.  Brigadier  Generals  Boyd 
and  Swartwout,  and  Colonel  Scott,  will  accom- 
pany you.  I  have  ordered  an  additional  escort 
of  light  artillery,  to  be  equipped  as  cavalry,  to 
attend  you.  You  will  attack  the  enemy  as  sooo 
as  practicable;  joor  force  will  insure  success. 
Bvery  possible  effort  should  be  made  for  prevent- 
ing the  enemy's  escape. 

May  success  and  ^lory  attend  you. 
Yours,  with  esteem, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Major  General  Lewis. 


Niagara,  June  6, 1813. 

Dear  General  :  A  ship  haviag  appeared  this 
morning  steering  towards  the  head  or  the  Lake, 
which  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  enemy's  ships, 
(others  are  appearing,)  you  will  please  to  return 
with  the  troops  to  this  place  as  soon  as  possible. 
Yours,  with  esteem, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

P.  S.  The  object  of  the  enemy's  fleet  must  be 
intended  to  cover  the  retreat  oi  their  troops,  or  to 
bring  on  a  reinforcement.  Ii.  D. 

Major  General  Lewis. 


June  6, 1813. 

It  is  possible  the  fleet  in  sight  may  be  our  own ; 
a  few  hours  will  probably  enable  you  to  determine 
and  act  accord  ingly^  H.  DEARBORN. 

General  Lewis. 
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Dbar  General  :  I  am  iodueed  to  suspect  that 
the  enemy's  fleet  have  aD  iotention  on  this  place. 
Two  small  schooners  hare  been  examining  the 
shore  very  minutely  for  three  or  four  hoars  this 
afternoon.  They  have  gone  on  towards  the  head 
of  the  Lake,  and  their  ships  appear  to  have  taken 
the  same  course.  Thev  may  take  on  board  addi- 
tional troops  near  the  head  of  the  Lake,  and  be 
here  before  you  reach  this  place.  You  wiliplease 
to  send  Milton's  detachment,  and  500  of  Chand- 
ler's brigade,  and  Colonel  Burn's  lieht  dragoons, 
with  all  possible  despatch ;  they  ought,  if  possible, 
to  be  here  sometime  to-morrow  forenoon.  You 
will  follow  with  the  remainder  of  the  troops  as 
soon  as  practicable.  It  will  be  necessary  to  take 
care  that  your  boats  are  not  taken  or  lost.  Gen- 
eral Swartwout  and  Colonel  Scott  should  return 
as  soon,  as  they  can. 

Yours,  with  esteem, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Gkneral  Lewis. 


HBADaUARTBRS,  FORT  GbOROB, 

June  10, 1813. 

By  reason  of  the  temporary  indisposition  of 
Major  General  Dearborn,  the  command  of  the 
troops  on  this  frontier,  and  of  the  ninth  military 
department  of  the  United  States,  devolves  on 
Major  General  Lewis.  AH  persoas  coaeerned 
are  notified  aoeordingiy. 
By  command. 

W.  SCOTT,  Adj.  General 


Extract  of  a  letter  firom  Cok>nel  James  Bom,  Sd  light 
dragoons,  to  Major  General  Dearborn. 

*'  In  the  afternoon  of  the  5th,  our  advaace  guard, 
eonsisting  of  the  liffht  infantry,  under  the  com- 
mand  of  Captains  Hindman,  Biddle,  and  Nicho- 
las, a  part  of  the  rifle  corps,  under  Captain  Lytic, 
and  a  detachment  of  the  2d  dragoons,  under  Capi. 
Selden,  commenced  a  sharp  skirmish  with  the 
advance  of  the  enemy,  said  to  be  a  detachment 
of  the  49th  regiment,  which  soon  retreated,  cov- 
ered bv  a  thick  woods,  having,  however,  several 
wounded  ob  both  aides,  and  one  dragoon  horse 
killed.  In  the  •evening,  our  advance  returned 
bdiiad  Stony  creek,  where  the  army  took  a  po- 
aition  for  the  night.  The  light  infantry,  and  part 
of  the  rifle  corps  on  the  right  of  the  25th  rai- 
ment, formed  the  right  wiog.  The  artillery,  un- 
der Captains  Towson  and  L.  Leonard,  the  centre. 
The  6th,  16th,  23d,  and  some  riflemen,  the  left 
wing,  and  the  cavalry  in  the  rear.  A  strong  picket 
gnani  was  posted  some  distance  In  front,  also 
strong  flank  and  rear  guards,  in  such  manner  as 
to  surround  the  whole  encampment  with  senti- 
nels; the  troops  lay  under  arms,  without  any 
covering.  Our  numbers  in  the  field  did  not  ex- 
ceed one  thousand— three  hundred  effectives  of 
the  13th  and  14th  regiments  having  encamped 
on  the  borders  of  the  Lake,  about  three  miles  dis- 
tant, for  the  protection  of  the  boats.  The  enemy 
forced  our  picket,  and  attacked  us,  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  (which  was  very  dark.) 


with  their  army  and  Indians,  expecting^,  no  doobc, 
to  throw  us  into  confusion.  Tneir  Tiewi  vei^ 
in  this  instance,  however,  completely  frnstiated; 
and,  when  the  dav  dawned,  none  were  to  beseea, 
except  their  killed  and  wounded,  who  covered  tbe 
field  of  battle.  The  attack  began  oo  oar  li^t, 
and  was  gallantly  repelled  by  the  fire  of  theli|^t 
troops  and  25th  regiment,  commanded  by  Major 
Smith.  In  a  few  minutes,  it  became  general  along 
the  whole  line,  and  was  nobly  recorned  by  the 
artillery  of  the  centre,  commanded  bf  Captaiai 
Towson  and  L.  Leonard,  and  again  by  the  troopi 
of  the  left  wing,  viz :  the  5th,  under  Lieu  tenant 
Colonel  Milton,  the  23d,  commanded  by  Major 
Armstrong,  and  the  16th.  The  fire  coo  tinned, 
with  little  intermission,  for  one  honr,  during  which 
time,  the  enemy  attempted,  by  frequent  chaigeL 
to  break  our  line,  but  without  effect,  being  obliged 
to  give  way  by  tne  well-directed  fire  of  oor  brave 
troops. 

<*  The  13th  and  14th  regiments  (which  hadbeea 
detached  the  preceding  evening^  were  active  in 
makinff  prisoners,  and  advanced  with  much  ardor 
to  the  field,  in  hopes  of  sharing,  with  the  gallant 
5th,  and  25th,  23d  jind  light  troops,  the  glory  of 
another  combat.  But  the  unfortunate  capture  of 
Brigadier  Generals  Chandler  and  Winder,  who 
were  taken  in  the  action,  unknown  to  any  partojf 
the  army,  and  hurried  into  the  enemy's  line^  pre- 
vented the  future  operations  from  being  carried 
into  effect  with  the  promptitude  which  woo/J  as- 
suredly have  taken  place  had  either  ofthoee  ofiS- 
cers  been  present  to  command. 

"Tou  will  be  surprised  to  find  oorlosssoanall; 
that  of  the  enemy  exceeds  ours  much ;  they  lost 
in  killed  about  sixty,  many  wounded,and  upwards 
of  seventv  prisoners,  all  regulars,  and  princindly 
of  the  49th  regiment.  Several  of  their  omceit 
were  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  A  flag  was 
sent  by  Colonel  Hervey,  asking  pernaission  to 
make  inquiries  for  them  ;  also,  to  be  allowed  to 
send  a  surgeon  to  attend  their  own  woonded^ 
which  I  readily  granted.  On  the  return  of  day- 
light, I  found  the  command  of  the  army  had  de- 
volved on  me,  and,  being  at  a  loas  what  steps  to 
pursue  in  the  unpleasant  dilemma^  occasioned  If 
the  capture  of  our  Generals,  finding  the  amnni- 
nition  of  many  of  the  troops  nearly  expended,! 
had  recourse  to  a  council  of  the  field  ofilcers  pre- 
sent, of  whom  a  majority  coincided  id  opiaioi 
with  me,  that  we  ought  to  retire  to  our  rormer 
position  at  the  Forty  Mile  creek,  where  wecooU 
be  supplied  with  ammunition  and  pro  vision^  and 
either  advance  or  remain,  until  further  orders. 

*^  Every  aid  was  afforded  by  the  stafil  Tlie  as- 
sistant Adjutant  General,  Major  Johnston,  and 
Brigade  Majors  Jones  and  Wartenby,  exerted 
themselves  in  rendering  all  the  assistance  in  their 
power. 

"  The  arm  V,  on  this  occasion,  has  proved  iti 
firmness  and  bravery,  by  keeping  its  position  iaa 
night  attack,  in  which  the  yells  of  the  Indiaai^ 
mingled  witn  the  roaring  of  cannon  and  mot' 
ketry,  were  calculated  to  intimidate.  The  eneay 
charged  repeatedly,  and  so  dark  was  the  nifb^ 
that  our  army  coula  not  distinguish  friend  Amd 
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foe ;  in  oQe  of  those,  the3r  saeceeded  in  carryiog 
off  a  siz-poQiider,  a  howitzer,  and  a  caisson,  to 
the  great  mortification  of  our  brave  artillery.  I 
presume  it  was  on  that  occasion,  also,  that  we  lost 
oar  Geoerals,  who  were  distinctly  heard  encoar- 
aging  our  men  to  fight.  The  squadron  of  dra- 
goons remained  formed,  and  steady  at  their  post, 
out  could  not  act.  on  accoant  of  the  darkness  of 
the  night,  and  the  thickness  of  the  adjacent  woods. 
Much  credit  is  doe  to  the  troops,  generally,  bat 
too  much  praise  cannot  be  said  of  the  conduct  of 
the  5lh  and  25th  regiments." 


Montreal,  June  18, 1813. 

Sir:  I  deem  ic  my  duty  to  improre  the  earbest 
opportunity  possible  to  ffifc  you  a  more  detailed 
account  of  the  afikir  of  the  6th  instant,  near  Stony 
creek,  than  I  have  before  had  it  m  my  power  to  do. 

Od  the  morning  of  the  5th,  I  arrived  at  Forty 
Mile  creek.    The  detachment  under  Qen.  Winder 
was  then  under  marching  orders  for  Stony  creek. 
After  a  short  halt,  the  whole  marched  for  that 
place,  and  arrived  there  between  five  and  six 
o'clock  P.  M.,  at  which  place  a  small  picket  of 
tlie  enemy  was  posted,  but  retired  on  our  ap« 
proach.    The  advanced  guard  pwrsued,  and  soon 
tell  in  with  a  picket  of  arout  one  hundred  strong, 
vader  Colonel  Williams.    A  skirmish  ensued,  i 
Iwfltened  the  main  body.  Williams  retreated,  and 
oar  advance  pursued*    The  pursuit  was  continued 
lather  longer  than  I  could  have  wished,  but  re- 
turned to  their  proper  position  in  the  line  of 
laarch,  not  far  from  sunset.    I  had  ordered  the 
19th  and  14th,  who  were  in  the  rear,  to  lake  a 
position  for  the  night  near  the  mouth  ot  the  creek, 
%Q  cover  the  boats,  (should  they  arrive,)  which 
would  be  on  the  route  which  I  intended  to  pursue 
tbe  next  morning;  and,  a  favorable  position pre- 
aeotiag  itself,  I  eneamped  with  the  residue  ol  the 
troops  (except  Captain  Archer's  company  of  ar- 
tillery) which  accompanied  the  13th  and  14th  on 
ike  spot  where  we  had  halted,  with  an  advanced 
picket  from  half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in 
firont,  with  express  orders  for  them  to  keep  out 
ooDstantly  a  patrol.    A  right  and  left  flank  guard 
aiid  a  rear  guard  were  al^  posted.    I  gave  posi- 
tive orders  for  the  troops  to  lay  on  their  arms. 
Contrary  to  my  orders,  fires  were  kindled ;  but 
there  are  doubts  whether  this  operated  for  or 
against  us,  as  the  fires  of  the  25th,  which  were 
tn  front,  and  by  my  orders  had  been  abandoned, 
enabled  us  to  see  a  small  part  of  the  enemy,  while 
the  fires  on  oar  left  enabled  the  enemy  to  see  our 
Hoe*     On  the  whole,  I  think  it  ooerated  against 
E«ff.     I  did  expect  the  enemy  would  attack  us  that 
ajgrhty  if  he  intended  to  fisht ;  but.  perhaps,  this 
pvaa  not  expected  by  all.    f  had  my  horse  confined 
l«aLr  me,  and  directed  that  the  harness  should  not 
}e    taken  from  the  artillery  horses.    I  directed 
pvliere  and  how  the  line  should  be  formed,  in  case 
^f  attack.    About  an  hour  before  daylight,  on  the 
agikornine  of  the  6th.  the  alarm  was  aiven.  I  was 
instant^  qp,  and  the  25th,  which  lay  near  me, 
pras  almost  as  instantly  formed,  as  well  as  the 
itM  ^tkd  23d,  which  were  on  the  left,  under  the 


immediate  eye  of  General  Winder.  Owing  to 
the  neglect  of  the  front  picket,  or  some  other 
cause,  the  British  officers  say  that  they  were  not 
hailed,  nor  an  alarm  eiven,  until  they  were  with- 
in three  hundred  yards  of  our  line.  The  extreme 
darkness  prevented  us  from  seeing  or  knowing 
at  what  point  they  intended  to  attack  us,  untQ 
an  attack  was  made  on  our  right.  A  well-di- 
rected fire  was  opened  upon  them  from  the  25th, 
and  from  nearly  the  whole  line.  After  a  iew 
minutes,  I  heard  several  muskets  in  our  rear,  in 
the  dinsction  of  the  rear  guard,  and  then  expected 
that  the  enemy  had  gained  our  rear  by  some  path 
unknown  to  me,  and  were  about  to  attack  us  in 
rear.  I  instantly^  ordered  Colonel  Milten,  with 
the  5th,  to  form  in  our  rear  near  the  woods,  to 
meet  such  circumstances  as  might  take  piaoe^ 
knowing  that  I  could  call  him  to  any  other  point, 
if  necessary^  at  any  moment.  I  nad  observed 
that  the  artillery  was  not  covered,  and  directed 
General  Winder  to  cause  the  23d  to  be  formed 
so  fait  to  the  right  that  their  right  should  cover 
the  artillery.  At  this  moment,  I  heard  a  new 
burst  of  fire  from  the  enemy's  left  on  our  right, 
and,  not  able  to  see  anything  which  took  place,  I 
set  out  full  speed  towards  the  right  to  take  meas- 
ures to  prevent  my  right  flank  from  being  turned, 
which  I  expected  was  the  object  of  the  enemy. 
I  had  proceeded  but  a  few  yards,  before  my  horse 
fell  under  me,  by  which  fall  I  received  a  serious 
injury.  Here  was  a  time  when  I  have  no  recol- 
lection of  what  passed,  but  I  preeame  it  was  not 
loag.  As  soon  as  I  recovered,  I  recollected  what 
my  oligect  was,  and  made  my  way  to  the  right, 
anidgave  Major  Smith  such  directions  as  I  thought 
proper  to  prevent  his  right  from  being  turned  by 
surprise.  I  was  then  returning  toward  the  centre, 
and,  when  near  the  artillery,  heard  men,  who,  by 
the  noise,  appeared  to  be  in  confusion,  it  being 
the  point  at  which  I  expected  the  33d  to  be 
formed.    I  expected  it  was  that  regiment.    I  ajH 

f  reached  them,  and,  as  soon  as  I  was  near  enough, 
saw  a  body  of  men,  who  I  thought  to  be  3ie 
23d,  in  rear  of  the  artillery,  broken.  I  hobbled 
in  amongst  them,  and  be^n  to  rally  them,  and 
directed  them  to  form ;  but  I  soon  found  my  m\ar 
take ;  it  was  the  British  49ith,  who  had  pushed 
forward  to  the  head  of  their  column,  and  ffained 
the  rear  of  the  artillery.  I  was  immediatdy  dis* 
armed,  and  conveyed  dQwn  the  column  to  its  rear. 
It  was  not  yet  day,  and  the  extreme  darkness  of 
the  night,  to  which'  was  added  the  smoke  of  the 
fire,  put  it  totally  out  of  our  power  to  see  the  si^ 
uatioa  of  the  enemy.  This  was  all  that  saved 
their  columns  from  sure  and  total  destruction,  d^ 
which  some  of  their  officers  are  aware»  After 
seeing  the  situation  of  the  column  as  I  passed.  I 
did  hope  and  expect  that  General  Winder,  on  tne 
first  dawn  of  light,  would  see  their  situation,  and 
bring  Colonel  Milton  with  the  5th  (who  I  had 
still  Kept  in  reserve,  until  I  could  have  daylight 
to  discern  their  situation)  to  attack  this  column, 
which.  I  am  sure,  he  would  have  done  to  advan- 
tage; out,  to  my  mortification,  I  soon  learned 
that  he  had  fallen  into  the  same  mistake  with 
myself;  and,  by  endeavoring  to  learn  wiwt  wav 
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taking  place  in  the  eeatre,  he  was  also  taken,  as 
well  as  Major  Van  De  Venter.  To  the  extreme 
darkness  of  the  night,  the  enemy's  knowledge  of 
his  intended  point  of  attack,  and  our  not  knowing 
at  what  point  to  expect  him,  must  be  attributed 
bis  partial  success,  and  not  to  a  want  of  strength 
or  brayerv  in  our  troops,  who  generally  behaved 
remarkably  well  under  all  the  circumstances; 
and,  howerer  unfortunate  the  erent,  as  it  relates 
to  myself,  I  only  ask  that  all  the  circumstances 
may  be  taken  into  consideration  in  makinjr  op 
your  opinion  upon  the  conduct  of  Gen.  Winder 
and  myself  in  this  affair,  which  I  am  sure  you 
will  do,  and  I  flatter  myself  you  will  see  no  cause 
of  censure.  I  reg[ret  tnat  my  decrepit  situation. 
and  the  rapidity  with  which  we  have  been  brought 
to  this  place,  has  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  give 
you  a  detailed  account  of  the  affair  earlier.  I 
am  now  able  to  walk  some  with  the  aid  of  a  cane, 
and  hope  I  shall  continue  to  recover. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac, 

JOHN  CHANDLER, 

Brigadier  General. 
Major  General  Deabborn. 

HBADaUARTBRS,  FoBT  GSOBOB, 

June  12, 1813. 

Sir  :  As  the  General  is  unable  to  write,  I  am 
directed  by  him  to  inform  you,  that,  in  addition 
to  the  debility  and  fever  he  has  been  afflicted 
with,  he  has,  within  the  last  twenty-four  hours, 
experienced  a  violent  spasmodic  attack  on  his 
breast,  which  has  obliged  him  to  relinquish  busi- 
ness altogether,  and  the  command  is  given  over 
to  Major  General  Lewis,  who  will,  in  future, 
make  the  necessary  communications  to  the  De* 
partment  of  War.  The  British  fleet  still  rides 
triumphant  in  this  section  of  the  lake.  y 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir^  with  mat  respect 
and  consideration,  your  obedient  and  humble  ser- 
vant, SAMUEL  8.  CONNER, 

A.  D.  C.  to  Oen.  Dearborn. 

Hon.  Gen.  Armstrong,  Sei^ry  of  War. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major 
General  Dearborn,  dated 

War  Department,  June  19, 1813. 

"Tour  letters  of  the  6th  and  8th  instant  have 
been  received.  There  is,  indeed,  some  strange 
fatality  attending  our  eflbrts.  I  cannot  disguise 
from  you  the  surprise  occasioned  by  the  two  es- 
capes of  a  beaten  enemy :  first,  on  the  27th  ultimo, 
and  again  on  the  1st  instant.  Battles  are  not 
flaineawhen  an  inferior  and  broken  enemy  is  not 
destroyed.  Nothing  is  done,  while  anything  that 
might  have  been  done  is  omitted.  This  maxim 
is  as  old  as  the  profession  of  arms,  and  in  no  walk 
of  life  applies  with  as  much  force  as  in  that  of  a 
aoldier. 

"Should  Proctor  have  retired  from  Maiden, 
and  been  able  to  effect  a  junction  with  Vincent's 
corps  at  the  head  of  the  Lake,  It  has  been  done 
for  one  of  two  purposes:  either  to  dispute  with 
you  the  possession  of  the  peninsula,  or  more  se- 


curelv  to  effect  the  general  retreat  to  Cagsioo. 
The  latter  is  the  more  probable  conjeetoreof  the 
two,  and  is  strengthened  by  the  appeaninee  of  Tco 
on  the  upper  part  of  the  Lake,  and  by  the  poatioo 
which  Vincent  has  taken  there." 


Extract,  dated 

HSADaOARTERS,  FORT  QoORQB, 

June  20,  18131 

**Sir:  I  have  been  so  reduced  in  strength  as 
to  be  incapable  of  any  command.  Brigadier 
General  Boyd  is  the  only  general  officer  preseat; 
and,  froin  resignations,  sickness,  aod  other  con- 
tingencies, the  number  of  regimental  officers  pres- 
ent, fit  for  duty,  are  far  below  what  the  service 
requires.  A  considerable  proportioa  oi  our  mrmf 
being  composed  of  new  recruits,  and  the  weeihcsr 
having  been  extremely  unfavorable  lo  health,  the 
sick  have  become  so  numerous,  in  addition  to  the 
wounded,  as  to  reduce  the  effective  force  far  be- 
low what  could  have  been  contemplated;  but  if 
the  weather  should  become  favorable,  which 
ought  to  be  expected,  a  great  part  of  the  sick  will 
probablv  be  fit  for  dutv  in  a  short  time.  The 
enemy  nave  been  reinforced  at  the  head  of  the 
Lake  with  about  500  men  of  the  104th  regimeBt 
A  vessel  carrying  ammunition  and  other  muni- 
tions of  war,  bound  to  the  bead  of  the  Lake,  wai 
captured,  four  days  since,  by  one  of  Commodore 
Cbauncey's  schooners,  from  which  I  eooolude^  , 
that  the  enemy  will  endeavor  to  keep  up  such  a 
force  at  or  near  the  head  of  the  Lake,  as  to  pre- 
vent any  part  of  our  force  in  this  quarter  frum 
joining,  or  proceeding  to  Beckett's  Harbor,  for 
the  purpose  of  attacking  Kingston ;  and  such  is 
the  state  of  the  roads  in  this  flat  country,  in  con- 
sequence of  continual  rains,  as  to  render  any  o^ 
erations  against  the  enemv  extremely  dimenlt, 
without  the  aid  of  a  fleet  tor  the  transportation 
of  provisions,  ammunition,  and  other  necessary 
supplies.  The  enemy  would  probably  retreat  on 
our  approach,  and  keep  out  of  our  reach,  being 
covered  by  one  or  more  armed  vessels,  which  re- 
main on  this  part  of  the  Lake.  The  whole  of 
these  embarrassments  have  resulted  from  a  tem- 
porary loss  of  the  command  of  the  Lake.  The 
enemy  has  availed  himself  of  the  ad  vantage,  and 
forwarded  reinforcements  and  supplies." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secietaiy  of  War  to  If  ^or 
General  Dearborn,  dated 

War  Dbpartmbnt,  July  1, 1813. 

^  The  leisure  you  now  have  offers  a  fine  oppor- 
tunity for  the  adjutants  and  inspectors  general  te 
attend  to  their  particular  duties.  Some  of  the 
parties  of  which  you  speak,  from  the  enemy,  may 

f practise  a  trick  on  those  who  follow  them.  ^Tbese 
ast  ought  to  be  very  circumspect.  Chauncey  w^ 
I  hope,  soon  reappear  on  the  Lake.  A  battle  via 
then  aecide  which  of  us  shall  be  victor  for  tbt 
campaign.  #  I  am  afraid  that  we  have  all  aloaf 
acted  on  a  belief,  very  pleasing,  but  ill  founds^ 
viz :  that  we  were  ahead  of  the  enemy  as  to  navu 
means  and  naval  preparatito  on  the  Ijakes.  Aia 
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we  sure  that  oar  calculations  with  regard  to  Lake 
Srie  have  been  better  than  those  with  regard  to 
^ake 'Ontario?  A  week  or  two  will  decide  this 
luestioD." 


HcADatJARTERS,  FoRT  GbORQD, 

June  25, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  hare  the  mortification  of  informing  you 
»f  an  unfortunate  and  unaccountable  event,  which 
occurred  yesterday.  On  the  23d,  at  evening, 
!jieutenant  Colonel  Boerstler,  with  570  men,  in- 
JBintrf,  artillery,  cavalry,  and  riflemen,  in  due 
>Toportion,  was  ordered  to  march,  by  the  way  of 
J^eenstown,  to  a  place  called  the  Beaver  Dams, 
>n  the  high  ground,  about  eight  or  nine  miles 
rom  dueenstown.  to  attack  and  disperse  a  body 
){  the  enemy  collected  there  for  the  purpose  of 
>rocuring  provisions,  and  harassing  those  inhabi- 
ants  who  are  considered  friendly  to  the  United 
States.  Their  force  was,  from  the  most  direct 
nformation,  composed  of  one  company  of  the 
.04th  regiment,  above  80  strong;  from  150  to 
SOD  militia ;  and  from  50  to  60  Indians.  At  eight 
I'clock  yesterday  morning,  when  within  about 
wo  miles  of  the  Beaver  Dams,  our  detachment 
vas  attacked  from  an  ambuscade,  but  soon  drove 
he  enemy  some  distance  into  the  woods,  and 
hen  retired  to  a  clear  field,  and  sent  an  express 
or  a  reinforcement,  saving  he  would  maintain 
lis  position  until  reinforced.  A  reinforcement 
if  300  men  marched  immediately,  under  the  com- 
nand  of  Colonel  Chrystie;  but  on  arriving  at 
iiueenstown, Colonel Chrystie  received  authentic 
nformation  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bosrstler, 
ivith  hris  command,  had  surrendered  to  the  enemy, 
md  the  reinforcement  returned  to  camp.  A  man 
nrho  belonged  to  a  small  corps  of  mounted  volun- 
:eer  riflemen  came  in  this  morning,  who  states 
hat  the  enemy  surrounded  our  detachment  in 
he  woods,  and  towards  twelve  o'clock  com- 
nenced  a  general  attack ;  that  our  troops  fought 
more  than  two  hours,  until  the  artillery  had  ex- 
;>ended  the  whole  of  its  ammunition,  and  then 
surrendered;  and  at  the  time  of  the  surrender. 
;he  informant  made  his  escape.  Why  it  shoula 
aave  been  deemed  proper  to  remain  several  hours 
In  a  position  surrounded  with  woodsi  without 
sither  risking  a  decisive  action,  or  eflectiog  a  re- 
treat, remains  to  be  accounted  for.  as  well  as  the 
;>roject  of  waiting  for  a  reinforcenient  from  a  dis- 
tance of  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles. 

No  information  has  been  received  of  the  killed 
}r  wounded.  The  enemy's  fleet  has  again  ar- 
rived in  our  neighborhood. 

With  respect  and  esteem,  1  am,  dbc, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  JoBif  Arxstrono, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Dbpartmbnt,  July  6, 1813. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  President's  orders  to  expreu 
to  yon  his  decision  that  yon  retire  from  the  com- 
nand  of  district  No.  9,  and  of  the  troops  within 


the  same,  until  your  health  be  re-established,  and 
until  farther  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  Gkneral  Henrt  Dearborn. 


Correspondence  betineen  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  Brigadier  General  Boyd, 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Brig* 
adier  General  Boyd,  dated 

War  Dbpartmbnt,  July  30, 1813. 

"  The  restriction  put  upon  you  with  regard  to 
the  enemy  was  but  commensurate  with  their 
command  of  the  Lake.  So  long  as  they  had 
wings,  and  you  had  only  feet,  so  looff  as  they 
could  be  transported,  supplied,  and  reinforced,  hf 
water,  and  at  will,  common  sense,  as  well  as  mili- 
tary principles,  put  you  on  the  defensive.  These 
circumstances  chat|ged,  the  reason  of  the  rule 
chances  with  them  j  and  it  now  becomes  your 
business,  in  concert  wi4h  the  fleet,  to  harass  and 
destroy  the  enemy,  wherever  you  can  find  him* 
Of  the  competency  of  your  force  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  provided  your  estimate  of  his  be  but  toler- 
ably correct." 


War  Department,  July  30, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  information 
that  Fort  Meigs  is  again  attacked,  and  by  a  con- 
siderable regular  force.  This  must  have  been 
drawn  from  De  Rot  ten  berg's  corps.  His  late  in- 
solence in  pushing  his  small  attacks  to  the  verv 
outline  of  your  works  has  been  intended  to  mask 
the  weakness  produced  by  this  detachment.  If, 
as  you  say,  you  can  beat  him,  do  it  without  de- 
lay 3  and  remember,  that,  if  you  beat,  you  must 
destroy  him.  There  is  no  excuse  for  a  Qeneral 
who  permits  a  beaten  enemy  to  escape  and  to 
rally.  These  remarks  grow  out  of  some  recent 
events  in  your  quarter,  and  require  no  explanar 
tion.  It  is  the  President's  wish  that  you  should 
communicate  fully  and  freely  with  Brigadier 
General  Williams.  It  is  only  bv  this  kind  of 
intercourse  that  the  eJSbrts  of  all  can  be  united 
in  promoting  the  public  ffood. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Brig,  Gen.  Boyd,  Fort  George. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  John  P. 
Boyd  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HEADaUARTERB,  FoRT  GeORGE, 

July  27, 1813. 

**  I  had  the  honor  to  address  yon  last  on  the 
24th  instant.  On  the  22d  instant.  General  Lewie 
and  Commodore  Chauncey  were  advised  by  me 
that,  from  intelligence  received  from  Major  Cha- 
pin  and  deserters,  most  of  the  enemy's  captured 
ordnance,  and  their  principal  depot  of  ammuni- 
tion, stores,  d^..  are  at  the  head  of  the  Lake.  It 
was  suggested  tnat  a  small  force  might  surprise 


tatture  oj  the  JyorlUem  Srmp. 


take,  destray,  or  bring  them  oS,  if  part  of  the 
fleet  might  be  allowed  to  assist  in  moving  our 
troops. 

**  Yesterday  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  brought  me 
a  letter  from  Commodore  Cbauncey,  stating  that 
he  approved  of  the  enterprise,  and  would  go  him- 
self with  his  fleet  to  the  head  of  the  Lake,  and  re- 
quested guides,  information,  du;.  I  have  deemed 
it  proper  to  detail  a  number  of  troops,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Scott,  which  will  embark 
on  board  the  Lady  of  the  Lake,  with  directions 
to  join  the  squadron,  which  is  believed  to  be  now 
somewhere  near  Little  York." 


Detract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Boyd  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated 

FoJiT  Georob,  July  31, 1813. 

^*  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  S7th 
instant.  Agreeably  to  the  plan  therein  suggested. 
Commodore  Chauncey  arriv^  here  ou  the  28tb 
instant,  and  received  on  board  the  fleet  a  body  of 
men  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Scott.  Light 
and  contrary  winds  retard  their  progress  op  the 
Lake,  but  ere  this  the  attack  has  probably  been 
made  on  the  head  of  the  Lake.  No  information 
has  as  yet  been  received. 

''The  enemy  has  lately  kept  his  Indians  so 
constantly  scouring  the  woods  of  our  vicinity, 
that  we  gain  no  deserters  nor  intelligence  of  his 
movements." 


Cotonel  Scott's  Report. 
Fort  Qborgb,  August  3. 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedi- 
eQpe  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  on  board  the  fleet 
with  the  detachment  of  troops  under  my  com- 
mand, destined  to  act  against  the  enemy's  post  at 
the  head  of  Little  Laie,  or  Burlington  bay ;  in 
sight  of  which  place  I  arrived  late  in  the  evening 
or  the  30th  ultimo,  the  fleet  having  been  greatly 
delayed  by  the  almost  constant  calm  which  has 
prevailed  since  we  sailed. 

This  delay  of  forty-eight  hours,  af^er  our  des- 
tination became  obvious  to  the  enemy,  enabled 
him  to  anticipate  our  arrival  by  a  reinforcement 
of  200  men  from  the  nearest  posts  on  this  side  of 
the  Lake,  of  which  we  were  early  apprized. 
Nevertheless,  Commodore  Chauncey,  with  my 
concurrence,  thought  it  advisable  to  land  the  de- 
tachment from  the  army,  together  with  about 
250  marines  and  seamen  from  the  fleet,  (making 
a  total  force  of  about  500  men.)  The  better  to 
enable  us  to  ascertain  the  exact  force  and  posi- 
tion of  the  enemv's  camp,  the  landing  was  made 
on  the  neck  of  land  which  nearly  cuts  off*  the 
Little  Lake  from  Lake  Ontario.  From  this  point 
we  could  plainly  discover  the  enemy's  position 
on  Burlington  heights,  surrounded  on  three  sides 
by  a  creek,  and  in  front  of  an  entrenchment  and 
a  battery  of  seven  pieces  of  cannon.  The  Little 
Lake  or  bay  is,  between  those  two  points,  six  or 
seven  miles  across. 

Perceiving  the  strength  of  the  enemy's  posi* 
tion,  and  learning  from  the  inhabitants  that  the 


force  on  the  heights,  independent  of  the  reio- 
forcement  above  mentioned,  was  nearly  e%iil  to 
our  own,  the  Commodore  determined  not  tsnsk 
an  attack,  especially  as  our  boats  would  kan 
been  greatly  annoyed  in  the  ascenC  towards  the 
head  of  the  bay  by  a  small  schooner  of  the  eae- 
my's,  having  on  board  one  18  pound  carroaiie. 
The  channel  connecting  the  two  Lakes  did  lot 
afford  water  for  the  passage  of  either  of  on 
schooners.  In  the  above  opinion  I  fully  eoa- 
curred  with  the  Commodore.  It  may  be  added^ 
that  the  enemy  received  a  further  reinforceraeat 
of  400  men  the  same  evening,  by  land,  fn»a 
Kingston. 

On  our  return  to  this  harbor,  the  fleet  put  into 
Tork,  at  which  place  we  burnt  the  barracks  and 
public  stores,  and  brought  off*  one  piece  of  ord- 
nance, (24  pounder.)  eleven  batteaux,  and  about 
400  barrels  of  flour  and  hard  bread.  The  bar- 
racks and  stores  had  been  repaired  since  theSTih 
May.  Thirty  or  forty  sick  and  wounded  in  bos- 
pital  were  paroled,  and  four  prisoners  (regnlais) 
Drought  off.  There  had  been  no  garrison  at  the 
place  for  the  few  days  previous. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^:., 

W.  SCOTT, 
Ckdonel  commanding  detadMoU. 

Brig*  Gen.  Boto,  Commandm^^  ^c 


ExHaet  of  a  ktler  ftom  Biigadiar  Geoanl  Jabi  ?• 
Boyd  to  the  Seoetaiy  of  War,  dalsd 

HBAnauARTBRs,  Fort  G^obob,  U.  C 

AugMtt  8,  1813. 

'<  By  Tuesday's  mail  I  had  the  honor  to  reeeiTa 
your  commands  of  the  90tb  instant,  and  yesterday 
a  number  of  letters  enclosed,  which  were  delW- 
ered  as  directed. 

^  Conceiving  myself  at  liberty  to  act  offensively 
on  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  an  expedition  was  im* 
mediately  concerted  against  the  eneaay,  and  ac- 
ceded to  by  Commodore  Chauncey.  One  thoBsaad 
was  to  embark  on  board  the  fleet,  under  cheeoBi- 
mand  of  Brigadier  Oeneral  Williams,  to  land  at 
the  head  of  the  Lake.  The  army  nt  this  place 
was  to  move  in  two  columns  against  the  eoeay^ 
front,  while  General  Williams  assailed  his  leari 
and  cut  off  his  retreat.  Yesterday  morning,  the 
time  when  the  troops  were  to  have  embarked,  the 
enemy's  fleet  were  discovered  off  this  plnee. 

"Commodore  Chauncey  weij^d  nneher,  ap* 
preached  him,  and  by  every  indication  tliatalec» 
ward  position  would  admit,  offered  to  engage." 

HfiAnauARTEBs,  FoBT  Geobqe. 

Augiut  12, 1S13. 
Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  address  y on  the  8tk 
instant.  Unfavorable  winds  continued  to  thwart 
the  wishes  of  Commodore  Chauncey  to  bdngthe 
enemy  to  action;  and  about  the  9ih  instant  he 
was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose,  in  a  squall,  t«e 
small  schooners,  which  upset.  On  the  night  of 
the  10th  a  severe  cannonade  was  heard  on  the 
Lake,  which  we  ascertained,  in  the  morning,  iv- 
sttlted  in  the  loss  of  two  of  our  smallest  aeheoe- 
Undiscooraged  by  these  slight 
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nodore  Chauncey  is  still  in  pursuit  of  the 
f ,  resolred  to  bring  him  to  a  genera!  en- 
nent.  These  eircumstanees  have  necessarily 
cd  the  Attack  upon  the  enemy,  which  was 
mplated  in  my  last  letter.  General  Porter 
*mblinff  a  body  of  rolnnteers  and  Indians  at 
lo^witl  a  view  to  co-operate  in  this  enter- 
He  will  probably  join  us  soon.  Anything 
i  can  be  done  without  the  co-operation  of 
eet  shall  be  attempted.  To  attack  the  ene- 
B^ithoot  bein^  able  to  cut  ofif  bis  retreat, 
i  be  only  beating  without  capturing  him. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JOHN  P.  BOYD, 
Brigadier  GenH  Commanding. 

Q.  JoKM  Armstbono,  Sec^vy  of  War. 


HEADaUARTBSS,  FORT  QeGROB, 

August  15,  1813. 
i:  I  had^tJhe  honor  to  address  you  on  the 
jostanc;  siocc  whloh  time  notluog  of  im- 
nce  has  occurred.  Commodore  Chauneey 
ift  this  part  oi*  the  Lake,  and  the  enemy  have 
80  far  the  ascendency  as  to  render  the  pro- 
I  enterprise  against  his  land  force  impracti- 
!.  Yesterday  General  Porter  arrived  at  this 
)  with  a  body  of  volunteers  and  Indians, 
h  had  been  previously  assembled  at  Bofialo. 
le  event  of  such  an  attack  as  was  contem- 
d,  this  force  would  be  of  infinite  service.  At 
•nt  they  can  only  be  employed  to  harass  the 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JOHN  P.  BOYD, 
Brigadier  GenH  Commanding. 

9Q.  John  Armstrong,  Sec^ry  of  War. 


er«  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  General 
jewiSf  commanding  at  SacketVe  Harbor. 

S«ts  of  aletter  from  the  Svcrstsxyof  War  to  Major 
General  Lewis,  dated 

Wab  Dbpartmbut,  July  9, 1813. 

kn  order  was  expedited  to  Gkneral  Dearborn, 
erday,  permitting  him  to  retire  from  the  com- 
d  of  the  army  and  district.  Another  waesent 
•oyd,  forbidding  him  to  engage  in  any  affair 
I  the  enemy  that  could  be  avoided,  and  sub- 
Ing  him  to  the  orders  of  Major  General  Hamp- 
and  of  yourself.  This  last  (for  Hampton  is 
'  the  oldest  officer  in  the  district)  was  intend- 
0  naeet  the  coatingenci[  suggested  in  my  last 
'J.  viz:  that  if  we  regamedthe  command  of 
Lake,  and  Yeo  retired  under  the  guns  at 
ffaton,  that  this  moment  of  superiority  must 
Be  lost,  and  that,  bringing  down  Boyd's  divis- 
a  blow  mighl  be  struck  at  that  place.  To 
>r  this  enterprise,  orders  will  be  sent  to  Gene- 
Sampton  to  push  his  headauarters  to  the  po- 
m  held  by  our  army  the  last  campaign  on 
:e  Champlain }  and  a  requisition  for  ten  thous- 
militia  from  the  States  of  New  York  and 
mont,  in  reinforcement  of  this  part  of  the  plan, 
.  be  superadded. 


^'The  moment  Chauneey  gets  out,  our  stores 
along  the  South  shore  of  the  Lake  should  be 
brought  down  to  the  harbor,  and,  in  that  ca^, 
your  small  posts  (consisting  of  regular  troops,) 
drawn  into  your  main  body." 


War  Depabtmsnt,  July  3, 1813. 

Sia:  It  is  not  merely  possible,  but  probable, 
that  the  British  fleet  in  Lake  Ontario  may,  npoa 
the  fitting  out  of  the  General  Pike,  refuse  a  bat- 
tle, and  take  shelter  under  the  guns  of  Kingston, 
oatil  their  new  brt^  shall  restore  to  them  the  su« 
perioriiy .  A  question  of  much  importance  arises 
on  this  supposed  state  of  things.  What  will  he 
the  best  possible  employment  of  our  force  durinff 
the  period  we  may  be  able  (o  comikiand  the  Lake? 
Shall  we  reinforce  the  troops  at  Fort  George  from 
Sackett's  Harbor,  and  eat  off  Vincent,  or  shall  we 
bring  from  Fort  George  the  mass  of  the  divisioa 
there,  and,  uniting  them  to  your  present  eom- 
mand,  attack  the  enemy  at  Kingston  ?  If  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  alternative  be  adopted,  two  things 
must  be  doneu  A  heavy  body  of  militia  shouul 
be  assembled  at  Ogdensbarg.  to  draw  to  that  point 
the  enemy's  attention,  ana  General  Hamptoa 
should  move  rapidly  and  in  force  against  Moa- 
treal.  Gar  assembled  force  at  Sackett's  Harbor 
would  amount  to  seven  thousand  men,  iadepend- 
ently  of  the  naval  means.  The  enemy's  land  force 
at  Kingston  is  about  four  thousand.  Gould  a  suc- 
cessful attack  be  made  here,  the  fate  of  the  cam* 
paign  is  decided-*-perhaps  that  of  the  war.  The 
object  is  great;  but,  in  proportion  as  it  is  so,  the 
means  of  effecting  it  ought  to  he  well  considered. 
From  the  sketches  I  have  been  able  to  procure  of 
Kingston,  and  its  vieinitv,  I  have  no  doubt  bat 
that  the  attack  should  be  made  oa  the  works 
which  cover  the  battery  on  Na?y  Point.    These 

fained^  town,  battery,  and  harbor,  are  all  at  your 
iscreiion.  Be^rare  of  di?iding  your  attack ;  con- 
fine it  to  a  single  point,  but  let  that  point  be  a 
commanding  one. 
Believe  me,  General,  very  respectfully,  dbc. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  Gen.  LEWts,  SacketVs  Harbor. 


Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  qf  War  and 
Major  General  Harrison. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretsry  of  War  to  Gen* 
William  H.  Harrison,  dated 

War  Department,  March  5, 1813. 

^'I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  vour  despatches  of  the  11th  and  20th  ultimo. 

"The  suspension  of  your  movement  in  advance 
appears  to  have  been  necessary ;  but,  though  this 
mav  be  the  case,  your  demonstrations  against 
Maiden  should  not  cease.  These  you  will  make 
in  such  way  as  shall  be  best  calculated  to  keep 
up  the  enemy's  alarm  for  the  safety  of  that  post, 
and  of  the  ships  of  war  wintering  there.  Tou 
will  be  more  aole  to  appreciate  the  value  of  this 
policy  when  I  state,  that  we  shall  very  soon  be  in 
motion  on  the  Niagara  and  St.  Lawrence. 
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"Too  did  well  io  stoppiogr  the  march  of  the 
two  regiments  from  Ohio.  To  hare  added  to 
yoar  force,  so  long  as  your  object  is  restricted  to 
the  maintenance  of  yoar  present  position,  would 
bare  been  a  very  useless  expenditure  of  both  pub- 
lic spirit  and  public  money. 

^'As  your  campaign  is  now  at  an  end,  and  yet 
nearly  approached  to  that  which  is  coming,  it 
may  be  proper  to  communicate  to  you  the  Presi- 
dent's views  in  relation  to  your  subsequent  move- 
ments. 

'^It  would  appear  that  Maiden  can  only  be  suc- 
cessfully approached  by  the  route  you  are  now 
upon,  at  two  season*  of  the  year — mid- Winter 
and  mid-Summer.  The  former  is  gone,  and  to 
wait  for  the  latter  would  be  hardly  less  disastrous 
than  defeat  itself.  What  remains  for  us  to  do  is, 
to  keep  our  present  ground  till  the  Lake  opens, 
and  then  to  approach  our  object  by  water,  and 
under  convoy  of  the  vessels  of  war  building  at 
Presque  Isle.  These  wilt  be  afloat  and  ready  to 
operate  by  the  middle  of  May.  By  the  same  time 
boats  for  the  transporution  of  the  troops,  a  train 
of  artillery,  baggage,  dbc.,  may  be  constructed. 
Cleveland  is  believed  to  be  the  place  best  fitted 
for  this  purpose.  It  will  also  be  made  the  dep6t 
for  the  trooos  to  ba  emplojred  on*  the  expedition, 
which  will  be  the  24th  regiment  now  at  Massac ; 
and  three  of  the  twenty  new  regiments  provided 
by  an  act  of  the  session  of  Congress  which  closed 
yesterday.  Two  of  these  wilTbe  raised  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  the  third  in  that  of  Kentucky. 

"  Whatever  these  troops  may  fall  short  of  the 
number  and  strength  contemplated  by  the  laws 
under  which  they  shall  be  raised,  must  necessa- 
rily be  made  up  from  militia  and  volunteers; 
whence  will  arise  the  necessity  of  strictly  attend- 
ing to  the  progress  of  enlistments,  so  that,  in  the 
event  of  their  failure,  which  may  be  readily  fore- 
seen, time  may  be  left  for  resorting  to  the  other 
expedient." 


War  Department,  March  7, 1813. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  18th  of  February  was. 
from  some  cause^  delayed  much  beyond  the  usual 
course  of  the  mail,  and  even  some  days  after  the 
receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  20th. 

You  will  find,  by  my  letter  of  the  5th  instant, 
the  plan  prescrioed  for  your  part  of  the  ensuing 
campaign ;  and,  to  prevent  any  ill  effect  arising 
from  its  miscarriage,  a  second  copy  is  herewith 
enclosed.  It  is  probable  that  Colonels  McArthur 
and  Cass  will  both  be  promoted  to  the  rank  ,of 
Brigadier,  and  will  be  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  two  brigades  intended  to  form  yoar  division 
of  the  army.  In  the  enumeration  of  corps  mak' 
ing  parts  of  this  division,  I  did  not  mention  the 
two  regiments  of  the  line,  the  17th  and  19th,  parts 
of  which  are  already  with  you.  The  filling  up  of 
these  would  be  an  important  service,  and  you  are 
requested  to  promote  it.  If  you  are  at  ease  with 
regard  to  the  safety  of  your  present  post,  against 
the  attacks  of  the  enemy,  and  have  secured  to 
yourself  the  means  of  subsisting  it,  there  can  be 
no  motive  for  either  reinforcing  it  by  new  draughts 


from  the  militia,  or  retiring  from  it.  If^  on  the 
other  hand,  your  force  should  be  so  reduced  as  to 
make  your  stay  perilous,  without  a  farther  raa- 
forcement,  you  may  employ  the  two  regiments 
raised  in  Ohio,  or  so  many  of  ihem  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  'your  object.  If,  again,  the  pdlicy  of 
adding  to  your  force  be  forbidden,  by  the  difieni- 
ty  of  subsisting  it,  and  there  arises  a  eombtaatioi 
of  both  facts,  viz:  a  want  of  force  Co  matataia 
your  present  position,  and  a  waac  of  means  ti 
subsist  a  larger  one,  in  that  ease,  and  ia  t&at 
alone,  you  wUl  retire  to  the  frontier  sectlemean^ 
and  interpoee  the  wilderness  between  yoa  and  the 
enemy. 

These  directions  have  not  grown  oat  of  any  sag> 
gestions  to  be  found  in  your  letters,  hat  have  bett 
produced  by  a  circumspection  which  it  is  always 
proper  to  extend  beyond  the  mere  limits  of  exist- 
ing circumstances. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  Ac 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  Gen.  W.  H.  Harbisoit, 

FrwMvnlcn^  Ofcso. 


War  Departmbmt,  Mordk  9, 1813L 
Sir  :  The  Government  have  the  intentioa  of 
building  a  number  of  boats  on  LakeBrie,  for  the 
purpose  of  transporting  troops  on  that  Lake. 
Cleveland  is  the  point  farthest  West,  where  any 
portion  of  these  can  be  made  with  sofSefeot  ex- 
pedition. If  the  whole  could  be  made  there  the 
better.  These  boats  will  be  of  the  kind  known 
by  the  name  of  Schenectady  boats,  narrow,  and 
sharp  ahead,  and  flat-bottomed.  They  will  carry 
from  forty  to  fifty  men  each,  with  their  baggage, 
arms,  and  accoutrements,  and  provision  for  me 
voyage.  It  is  proposed  to  commit  the  superin- 
tendence of  this  service  to  you,  and  to  bestow 
upon  you,  pro  hoc  vice,  the  staff  appointment  of 
Deputy  Cluartermaster  General.  If  workmen 
cannot  be  found  at  Cleveland,  and  other  places 
on  the  Lake,  you  will  take  them  from  Pittsburg. 
Such  materials  as  you  may  want,  other  than  those 
produced  by  the  country  itself,  yoa  will  provide 
at  Pittsburg,  and  have  sent  on  without  delay. 
Funds  for  this  purpose  will  be  pot  under  your 
control,  and  you  will  be  careful  to  make  repoit% 
weekly,  of  your  progress. 

Very  respectfuUy,  I  am,  sir,  dbc 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Captain  Jesup,  Waghin^ofu 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  WlBaa  H. 
Harrison  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HEADaUARTEBB,  CHILICOTaS^ 

March  17, 1813. 
''  The  known  candor  of  your  character  is  t 
sufficient  security  for  my  receiving  your  pardoi 
for  the  liberty  I  take  in  making  objections  to  the 
plan  of  operations  communicated  in  yoor  letfff 
of  the  5th  instant.  If  there  is  a  positive  certaiaif 
of  our  getting  the  command  of  Lake  Brie,  tad 
having  a  regular  force  of  three  thousand  ire 
hundred,  or  even  three  thousand,  well  diseiplii0i 
men,  the  proposed  plan  of  setting  out  from  Qeve- 
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[and,  and  landing  on  the  Northern  shore^  below 
Maiden,  would,  perhaps,  be  the  one  by  which  that 
place  and  its  dependencies  ooald  be  most  easily 
redaced.  I  am  unacquainted  with  the  extent  of 
[be  preparations  that  are  making  to  obtain  the 
saval  superiority  upon  Lake  Erie;  but  should 
they  fail,  and  the  troops  be  assembled  at  Cleve- 
land, it  would  be  difficult  to  get  again  upon  the 
proper  track  for  making  the  attack  round  the 
^ead  of  the  Lake.  The  attempt  to  cross  the  Lake 
Vom  Cieveland  should  not  be  made  with  any 
)ther  than  well  disciplined  troops.  A  compara- 
ively  smaller  number  of  men  of  this  description 
:oald  effect  the  object,  and  for  those  the  means 
»f  conveyance  might  be  obtained;  but  the  means 
)f  transporting  such  an  army  as  would  be  requir- 
id,  of  militia,  or  undisciplined  regulars,  could  not 
le  procured.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  Cleveland 
houtd  be  preferred  as  the  point  of  embarcation 
br  the  troops,  or  the  deposite  of  provisions  and 
tores.  These  are  already  accumulated  at  the 
apids  of  Miami,  or  in  situations  to  be  easily  sent 
tiither,  to  an  amount  nearly  equal  to  the  con- 
iimption  of  a  protracted  campaign.  Although 
lie  expense  and  difficulty  of  transporting  the  pro- 
isions,  artillery,  and  stores  for  an  army,  round 
tie  head  of  the  Lake,  would  be  very  considera- 
le,  the  Lake  being  possessed  by  our  ships,  and 
be  heavy  baggage  taken  in  boats  along  its  mar- 
in,  the  troops  would  find  no  difficulty  in  the  land 
}ute.  The  force  contemplated  in  your  letter  is, 
1  my  opinion,  not  sufficient  to  secure  success. 
Ldmitting  that  the  whole  should  be  raised  by  the 
me  pointed  out,  they  would  be  very  little  supe- 
ior  to  militia;  the  officers  having,  with  scarcely 
D  exception,  to  learn  their  duty  before  they  could 
istruct  their  men ;  we  have,  therefore,  no  alter- 
ative, but  to  make  up  by  numbers  the  deficiency 
1  discipline. 

"  I  am  well  aware  of  the  intolerable  expense 
^hich  attends  the  employment  of  a  large  militia 
HTce.  We  are  now,  however,  in  a  situation  to 
roid  those  errors  which  made  that  of  the  last 
impaign  so  peculiarly  heavy.  Our  supplies  are 
roeored,  and  so  deposited  that  the  period  for  the 
larch  of  the  army  from  the  advanced  posts  can 
t  ascertained  to  an  hour,  and  of  course  the 
oops  need  not  be  called  out  until  the  moment 
ley  are  to  act.  Experience  has  convinced  me 
lat  militia  are  more  efficient  in  the  early  than 
:  the  latter  part  of  their  service.  Upon  the 
hole,  it  is  my  decided  opinion  that  the  rapids 
'  Miami  should  be  the  point  of  rendezvous  for 
le  troops,  as  well  as  the  principal  depot.  In- 
^d  it  must  necessarily  be  the  first  aeposite; 
m  provisions  for  the  army  beinj;  so  placed  that 
ley  can  be  taken  to  the  Lake  m  no  other  way. 
he  artillery  and  a  considerable  supply  of  am- 
lanition  are' already  there.  Boats  and  pirouges 
ave  been  built  in  considerable  numbers  on  the 
.aglaize  and  St.  Mary's  rivers,  and  every  exer- 
on  is  now  making  to  increase  them,  intended 
)r  the  double  purpose  of  taking  down  the  pro- 
RsioDs  to  the  rapids,  and  for  coasting  the  Lake 
ith  the  baggage  of  the  army  in  its  advance.  I 
id  calculated  upon  being  able  partially  to  use 


this  mode  of  transportation,  even  if  the  enemy 
should  continue  their  naval  superiority  on  the 
Lake;  but,  with  this  advantage  on  our  side,  the 
whole  bageage  of  the  army  could  be  safely  and 
expeditiously  carried  along  the  coast  in  the  boats 
and  pirouges,  which  could  be  taken  into  the  strait 
to  transport  the  army  to  the  Canada  shore. 

"As  I  have  before  observed,  the  army,  unen- 
cumbered with  heavy  baggage,  would  find  no 
difficulty  in  marching  round  the  Lake  at  any  sea- 
son, but  what  the  enemy  would  create,  and  we 
have  the  means  of  subsisting  a  force  that  would 
be  irresistible. 

*^  The  objections  to  proceeding  this  way,  stated 
in  my  letter  to  Colonel  Monroe,  arose  from  the 
time  that  would  be  necessary  to  construct  boats 
after  we  should  have  arrived  at  the  strait ;  but 
this  objection  is  entirely  obviated  bv  our  obtain- 
ing the  command  of  the  Lake,  as  tne  boats  and 
pirouges  built  upon  the  Miami  will  answer  the 
purpose.  With  regard  to  the  quantum  of  force, 
my  opinion  is,  that  not  only  the  regular  troops 
designated  in  your  letter,  but  a  large  auxiliary 
corps  of  militia  should  be  employed.  The  only 
objection  arises  from  the  expensiveness  of  troops 
of  that  description.  This,  however,  could  not 
be  an  object,  considering  the  very  short  time  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  employ  them.  Let  the 
moment  for  the  commencement  of  the  march 
from  the  rapids  be  fixed,  and  the  militia  might 
be  taken  to  that  point,  proceed  and  accomplish 
the  object,  and  return  nome  in  two  months. 

^' Among  the  reasons  which  make  it  necessary 
to  einploy  a  large  force,  I  am  sorry  to  mention 
the  dismay  and  disinclination  to  the  service  which 
appears  to  prevail  in  the  Western  country;  num- 
bers must  give  that  confidence  which  ought  to  be 
produced  by  conscious  valor  and  intrepidity, 
which  never  existed  in  any  army  in  a  superior 
degree  than  among  the  greater  part  of  the  militia 
which  were  with  me  through  the  Winter.  The 
new  draughts  from  this  State  are  entirely  of  an- 
other character,  and  are'not  to  be  depended  upon. 
I  have  no  doubt,  however,  but  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  good  men  can  be  procured,  and  should 
they  be  allowed  to  serve  on  horseback,  Kentucky 
would  furnish  soine  rejg^iments  that  would  be  not 
inferior  to  those  that  fought  at  the  river  Raisin, 
and  they  were,  in  my  opinion,  superior  to  any 
militia  that  ever  took  the  field  in  modern  times. 
Eight  troops  of  cavalry  have  been  formed  in 
Kentucky  to  ofi*er  me  their  service ;  and  several 
of  them  were  intended  for  twelve  months'  vol- 
unteers. Governor  Shelby  has  some  thoughts 
of  takioff  the  field  in  person — a  number  of  fi^ood 
men  willfollow  him.  He  thinks  that  an  address 
from  me  to  the  people  of  the  State  would  pro- 
duce a  good  effect.  I  have  strong  objections  to 
^ose  addresses,  but  will,  nevertheless,  have  re* 
course  to  one,  should  other  means  fail  of  bring- 
I  ing  forward  a  sufficient  force. 
I  ^<Evenr  exertion  shall,  in  the  meantime,  be 
used,  to  forward  the  recruiting  service ;  for  a  few 
weeks  I  think  that  my  services  would  be  more 
useful  in  that  than  any  other  employment." 

W.  H.  HARRISON. 
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Wab  Depabtmeht,  April  4, 1813. 

Sir  :  Your  despatch  of  the  17th  ultimo,  from 
ChilUcotbe,  has  been  received,  aod  I  hasten  to 
repeat  to  you  the  views  of  the  Presideot.  in  rela- 
tion to  the  next  campaign,  and  the  injunctions 
growing  out  of  these  with  regard  to  the  employ- 
ment of  militia,  &e. 

Our  first  object  is  to  get  a  command  of  the 
Lakes.  Means  to  accomplish  this  object  have 
been  taken,  and  we  have  the  fullest  assurance 
that,  by  the  first  day  of  June,  it  will  be  accom- 
plished. 

This  fact  assumed,  there  can  be  no  longer  a 
doubt  by  what  means^  or  by  what  route,  the  divi- 
sion of  the  army  assigned  to  you,  ought  to  ap- 
proach Maiden.  A  passage  by  water  will  carry 
you  directly  to  the  fortress  you  would  attack, 
without  impairing  your  strength  by  fatigue,  or 
diminishing  it  by  battle.  A  passage  by  land  will, 
on  the  other  hand,  call  for  great  efibrts,  and  ex- 
pose you  to  great  losses,  which,  if  they  do  not 
destroy,  will  at  lea^t  cripple  you.  The  former 
will  be  easy,  safe,  and  economical ;  the  latter  dif- 
ficult, dangerous,  and  enormously  expensive. 

On  the  other  supposition,  that  we  fail  to  obtain 
the  command  of  the  Lake,  a  new  question  will 
arise:  whether  the  campaign  shall  take  an  offen- 
sive or  defensive  character?  Be  this  question 
determined  as  it  may,  the  utmost  extent  which 
can  be  given  to  the  force  employed,  will  be  seven 
thousand  effectives. 

Various  reasons  determine  this  point.  The 
enemy  have  never  had  in  the  field,  for  the  de- 
fence of  Maiden,  more  than  two  thousand  men. 
Their  number  has,  no  doubt,  been  hitherto 
linoLited  by  their  means  of  subsistence,  and  this 
cause  is  not  likely  to  suffer  any  very  material 
change  in  their  favor  during  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign. More  than  seven  thousand  men,  there- 
fore, would  be  unnecessary  on  our  part*  Again : 
to  maintain  a  greater  number  would  be  impriic- 
ticable  in  the  present  state  of  the  Treasury. 

It  now  remains  only  to  signify  to  you,  clearly 
and  distinctly,  the  kind  of  force  the  Government 
mean  hereafter  to  employ,  in  offensive  operations, 
if  it  can  be  obtained. 

When  the  Legislature,  at  their  last  session, 
adopted  the  measure  of  augmenting  the  Army  to 
fifty-two  regiments  oF  the  line,  it  was  expressly 
in  the  view  of  superseding,  hereafter,  the  neces- 
sity of  employing  militia,  excepting  in  moments 
of  actual  invasion.  In  obedience  to  this  policy^ 
the  President  assigned  to  the  eighth  military  dis- 
trict of  the  United  States  four  of  these  new  regi- 
ments, which,  if  filled,  and  superadded  to  the  two 
regiments  of  the  line  now  in  that  district,  and 
the  24th,  in  march  for  it,  will  give  a  total  of  seven 
regiments,  or  seven  thousand  men.  This  num- 
ber forbias  the  belief  that  any  employment  of 
militia  draughts  will  be  necessary,  when  it  shafl 
have  been  collected.  Till,  however,  this  be  done, 
or,  at  least,  till  time  be  given  for  the  experiment, 
so  many  militia  Only  are  to  be  called  out  as  shall 
be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  your  posts  on  the 
Miami,  and  of  your  depots  of  provision  on  the 
Lake.    And,  should  the  recruiting  service  go  on 


less  fortunately  in  the  patriotie  States  ^  Km- 
tucky  and  Ohio  than  in  other  parts  of  tkeUaioBi 
you  are,  in  that  case,  and  in  that  case  oaW. au- 
thorized to  call  out  so  many  militia  draogkuas 
will  make  good  the  deficiency,  and,  orgaaiziiy 
these,  under  the  rules  already  prescribed,  ivait 
the  further  orders  of  the  President  in  your  cuBf 
at  the  Rapids. 

To  these  orders  I  have  to  add,  that  yon  will 
regard  it  as  your  duty  to  keep  this  I>^nrtnKit 
regularly  and  frequently  informed  of  the  acuiil 
condition  of  the  troops  under  yoor  command;  ai 
well  in  regard  to  equipment  aod  supplies  of  pro- 
vision ana  ammunition,  as  to  number,  dlscipua^ 
and  health ;  and  that  your  weekly  and  monthly 
reports  shall  include,  also,  the  state  of  the  ori- 
nance  and  quartermaster's  departments,  DOiiag 
particularly  the  number  of  horses  and  oxen  em- 
ployed by  both.  Ton  will  readily  perceive  tiie 
necessity  for  giving  this  order,  when  I  state  that 
no  return  of  any  description,  from  yoor  divisioa 
of  the  army,  has  ever  been  received  at  the  Adju- 
tant General's  oflice.  Tour  proportion  of  the 
new  staff  has  been  given  to  you.  Captain  Ad- 
ams has  been  appointed  Assistant  Adjutant  Gka- 
eral,  and  Mr.  mrtlett,  Deputy  Qpoartermasta 
Greneral  of  your  division.  The  Brigadier  Gen- 
erals McArthur  and  Cass  are  employed  in  snpei^ 
intending  the  recruiting  seirice.  A  letter  uob 
the  latter  gives  reason  to  believe  that  this  wili 
go  on  well  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant, 

JOHN  ARICSTRONG. 

Major  General  Harbison, 
Commanding  the  8th  MUitanf  Oiafrtct. 


Bxtrads  of  a  letter  fifom  lC«er  Geaeal  Hanwati 
the  Secretaiy  of  War,  dated 

HBAOQDARTfiaa,  Camp  Mbiob, 

April  81,  laiai 

^  The  plan  for  foture  operations,  as  laid  down 
in  your  letter  of  the  4th,  is,  no  doobc,  the  hert 
that  could  have  been  devised  in  the  erent  of  tht 
promised  naval  success,  aod  a  prosperous  isoe  10 
the  recmitlng  business.  My  measures  will,  there- 
fore be  entirely  directed  to  the  proseeation  of  the 
campaign  in  that  way. 

"  There  is  nothing  to  be  feared  as  to  the  alle> 
rior  operations  of  the  campaign. 

**  I  shall  cause  the  movements  of  the  eaeay  H 
be  narrowly  watched;  but,  in  the  erent  of  their 
landing  at  Lower  Sandusky,  that  post  eaaaot  be 
saved.  I  will  direct  it,  in  such  an  OYent,  to  be 
evacuated.  The  stores  there  are  not  of  aoch 
consequen<|e,  excepting  about  five  hundred  stands 
of  arms,  which  I  wiH  cause  to  be  removed  as 
soon  as  the  roads  are  practicable ;  at  presnt  it  is 
impossible." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  War  to  lb- 
jor  General  William  H.  Harrison,  dated 

Wab  Dbpahtment,  May  8, 1S131 
"Tour  letters  of  the  21st  and  25th  ultimo  htfe 
been  received.    I  never  meant  that  you,  or  yon 
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utillery,  or  stores  for  the  caopaigo,  now  col- 
eeted  at  Fort  Meigs,  should  be  brought  back  to 
[/leTolaod  for  em&rcatioD.  My  inteotion  was, 
hmt  the  boats  boilt  there  should  mo?e  along  the 
M>a8t,  in  the  wake  of  the  fleet,  to  Sandusky,  or 
o  the  very  foot  of  the  rapids,  if  that  were  prac- 
icable  and  expedient,  ukiog  in,  on  the  route, 
vhat  was  wanted.  The  boats  building  and  built 
»y  Major  Jesup  are  not  decked,  but  strong  and 
ugh-sided,  and  ?ery  competent  to  the  navigation 
ftf  the  Lake,  particularly  between  the  chain  of 
almnds  and  the  west  shore." 


Ihctrsct  of  a  letter  from  the  same  to  the  same. 
Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  ^ay  21, 1813. 

^^Tour  future  requisitions  for  ordnance  stores 
Nriil  be  governed  by  the  quantity  on  hand  at 
Tort  Meigs  and  Franklinton,  and  by  the  number 
ind  calil^rs  of.  the  pieces  you  propose  to  take 
with  you  against  Maiden.  Your  whole  train,  if 
!  am  well  informed,  amounts  to  thirty-five  pieces, 
if  which  nine  are  eighteen  pounders. 

^  The  24th  reeiment  was,  on  the  lOth  instant, 
it  Lieziogton,  (f  entueky,)  on  their  way  to  Cleve- 
BDd.  You  will  give  it  any  other  point  of  ren- 
lesvous  you  may  think  proper^  and  adopt  such 
aeans  to  assemble  the  other  parts  of  your  divis-* 
on  as  will  be  most  advisable.  On  this  head,  1 
rould  but  suggest,  that  the  arrangement  which 
hall  best  mask  your  real  design,  and  most  im- 
>res8  the  enemv  with  a  belief  that  your  march 
o  Maiden  will  be  by  land,  will  be  the  be^t. 

''Clothinff  for  the  26th,  27th,  and  28th  regi- 
nenls,  has  been  forwarded  from  Philadelphia* 

'*  The  last  accounts  of  the  boats  preparing  bv 
IdajoT  Jesup  were  favorable.  That  officer  will, 
necessarily,  report  to  you,  and  take  your  orders." 


Bbttnet  of  a  lettsr  ftein  tka  same  to  the  Mme. 
Wab  Dbpabthbnt,  My  14, 1813. 

-'Orders  have  been  sent  to  Captain  Perry  to 
somraunicate  to  you  the  naval  movements,  and 
;o  concert  with  you  the  necessary  co-operations* 

"Of  the  militia,  you  are  authorized  to  take 
pvhat,  inyoor  judgment,  will  be  necessary.  Such 
if  the  Kentucky  militia  as  are  in  service  would 
le  belter  than  a  new  draught.  There  is  (of  the 
Paonaylvania  militia)  one  rc^ment  at  Brie, 
rnnec^  equipped,  tfi««  These  are  subjected  to 
fomt  eommaad." 


Wab  Depabtmebt,  Aug.  5, 1813. 

Sib  :  The  best  interpretation  of  the  late  move- 
nents  of  the  enemy  in  your  quarter,  is,  that  De 
ElotteabeM^  has  detached  to  the  aid  of  Proctor 
between  tour  and  five  hundred  men,  and  that, 
irith  these,  he  is  attempting  to  save  Maiden  bv 
ittacking  Fort  Meigs.  If  this  conjecture  be  well 
Ibfinded,  it  sogsests  the  true  policy  on  our  part, 
provided  the  flotilla  was  over  the  bar.  Qo  di- 
rectly to  Maiden,  and  leave  Mr.  Proctor  to  amuse 
bimself  with  Fort  Meigs.  There  is  no  objection 
to  yonr  appointing  the  sergeants  to  other  offices, 


pro  tempore.    Captain  Butler  has  been  appointed 
Major  of  the  32d  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Mc- 
Qee,  Captain  in  the  42d. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedi- 
eat  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Habbisob. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  William  H. 
Haniaon,  to  the  Secretaty  of  War,  dated 

HsAoauABTEBs,  Seneca  Town, 

August  22, 1813. 
'^  I  am  exerting  every  nerve  to  complete  my 
preparations  for  crossing  the  Lake  as  soon  as  i 
am  reinforced  by  two  thousand  of  the  Kentucky 
militia.  That  number  is  indispensable^  from  the 
sickly  state  of  the  regular  troops,  ot  whom  I 
shall  think  myself  fortunate  to  take  with  me  two- 
fifths  of  the  i^gregate  amount." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mdor  General  Harrison  to  ttat 
Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Headquabtebs,  Seneca  Town, 

Augutt  29, 1813. 
'^l  shall  be  able  to  embark,  some  day  between 
the  10th  and  15th  proximo,  with  upwards  of 
2,000  regular  troops,  and  3,000  militia.  Every 
exertion  has  been,  and  is  continued  to  be  made, 
to  prepare  for  the  contemplated  offensive  opera- 
tions ;  but,  as  we  could  not  navigate  the  lake  until 
our  flotilla  came  up,  nor  accumulate  at  any  point  on 
its  margin  the  stores  that  were  at  Upper  Sandusky 
and  Fort  Winchester,  during  Proctor's  late  inva- 
sion, it  will  take  the  time  I  liave  mentioned  be- 
fore the  embarcation  can  be  effected.  It  might  be 
facilitated  by  moving  the  troops  that  are  here, 
immediately  to  the  lake,  and  then  waiting  for  the 
Kentucky  militia.  But  so  extremely  unhealthy 
is  the  whole  of  the  Southern  shore,  from  Huron  to 
the  river  Raisin^  that  the  most  fatal  effects  would 
follow  the  keeping  the  troops  upon  it,  even  for  a 
few  days.  Vou  can  form  a  correct  estimate  of 
the  dreadful  effects  of  the  immense  body  of  stag- 
nant water,  with  which  the  vicinity  of  the  Lakes 
abounds,  from  the  state  of  the  troops  at  Lower 
Sandusky'.  Upwards  of  ninety  are  reported  on 
the  tick  list,  out  of  about  two  hundred  and  twenty. 
Those  at  Fort  Meigs  are  not  much  better." 

Extract  of  a  letter  horn  Major  Genersl  William  H. 
Harrieon  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HBAlKinABTVBfl,  BaBB   UlaMD. 

September  22, 1813. 
^  The  oreater  part  of  the  troops  are  here  witk 
me.  and  the  whole  will,  I  believe,  be  up  by  twelve 
o'clock.  I  shall  proceed  as  far  a^  the  Middle  Sis- 
ter, in  the  course  of  to-night  and  to-morrow,  and, 
in  the  following  night  get  so  near  the  enemy's 
coast  as  to  land  two  or  three  miles  below  Maiden, 
by  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  These  pros> 
pects  may,  however,  be  retarded  by  adverse  winds. 
Commodore  Perry  gives  me  every  assistance  ta 
his  power,  but  his  crews  were  so  much  cut  op  in 
the  late  action,  that  he  cannot  navigate  his  vessels 
without  the  aid  of  my  men." 
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War  Dbfartmbnt,  Backett's  Harbor, 

September  22,  1813. 

Sir  :  Information  has  reached  me,  through  ▼»• 
rioQs  bat  unofficial  channels,  that  Commodore 
Perry  bad  captured  the  whole  of  the  British  fleet 
on  Lake  fi/ie.  if  this  be  true,  it  is  a  patter  of> 
much  personal  and  public  congratulation.  It  en- 
ables you  to  make  sure  of  Maiden,  and,  as  a  sub- 
sequent measure,  to  carry  your  maia  body  down 
to  the  lake,  and  by  throwing  yourself  into  De  Rot- 
ten berg's  rear,  to  compel  him  to  quit  his  new  po- 
sitions before  Fort  George.  After  General  Wil- 
kinson shall  have  left  that  place,  there  will  be 
found  on  the  two  sides  of  the  Niagara  a  force 
amounting  to  three  thousand  men,  who  will  be 
subjected  to  your  orders.  By  giving  this  new 
direction  to  your  operations,  you  will  readily  per- 
ceive of  how  much  importance  it  is,  in  the  upin- 
ion  of  the  Executive,  to  be  able  to  expel  the  ene- 
my from  the  country  lying  between  the  two  Likes, 
Erie  and  Ontario,  than  to  pursue  the  Indians  into 
their  woody  and  distant  recesses,  A  few  days 
will  put  us  in  motion  from  this  point. 

Accept  my  best  wishes,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

General  Harrison. 


Hbad<iuart£Rs,  Ambbrstburgb, 

SefUmber  27, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  I 
landed  the  army  under  my  command  about  three 
miles  below  this  place,  at  three  o'clock  this  even- 
ing, without  opposition,  and  took  possession  of 
the  town  in  an  hour  after.  Greneral  Proctor  has 
retreated  to  Sandwich,  with  his  regular  troops 
and  Indians,  having  previously  burned  the  fort, 
navy  yard,  barracks,  and  public  store  houses. 
The  two  latter  were  very  extensive,  covering 
several  acres  of  ground.  I  will  pursue  the  enemy 
to-morrow,  although  there  is  no  probability  of 
overtaking  him,  as  he  has  upwards  of  1,000  horses, 
and  we  have  not  one  in  the  arm  v.  I  shall  thin^ 
myself  fortunate  to  be  able  to  collect  a  sufficiency 
to  mount  (he  general  officers.  It  is  supposed 
here  that  General  Proctor  intends  to  establish 
himself  upon  the  river  French,  forty  miles  from 
Maiden. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

WM.  HENRY  HARRISON. 

John  Armstrong,  Esq.,  Sec^ry  Wan 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  WiUiam  H. 
Harrifon  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Headquarters,  Moravian  town, 
on  the  river  Thamet,  Oct,  5, 1814. 
^*  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  by  the 
blessing  of  Providence,  the  army  under  my  com* 
mand  has,  this  evening,  obtained  a  complete  vic- 
tory over  the  combined  Indian  and  British  forces, 
under  the  command  of  General  Proctor.  I  be- 
lieve that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  regu- 
lars  are  taken  or  killed ;  amongst  the  former  are 
all  the  superior  officers,  except  Gkneral  Proctor. 
My  mounted  men  are  now  m  pursuit  of  him. 
Our  loss  is  very  trifling." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  M^or  Oeaeiml  Hi 
Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HEADaoARTERs,  Detroit,  Oct.  16,1S11 
**A  detachment  of  the  army,  uoder  the  ttm- 
mand  of  Brigadier  General  McArthar,  has  beea 
for  some  days  waiting  at  this  place  for  the  neces- 
sary provisions  to  proceed  to  Lake  Micbigaa.  I 
am  sorry  to  inform  you,  however,  that,  frooi  iki 
eflfects  of  a  violent  storm,  there  is  now  do  proi- 
pect  of  accomplishing  that  desirable  object,  tk 
reduction  of  Michilimackinac,  this  season,  b 
with  the  .greatest  regret  I  inform  yoo.  that  it  b 
almost  reduced  to  a  certainty,  that  two  of  on 
schooners  have  been  lost  on  Lake  Erie,  the  Chip- 
pewa and  Ohio;  the  former  loaded  with  the 
osggage  of  the  troops  from  Bass  Island,  the  latter 
with  flour  and  salt  provisions  from  Clerelaod." 

^  Upon  a  consultation  with  the  two  Briadien, 
and  Commodore  PeiYy  and  Captain  EUliot^  it 
was  unanimously  determined  that  the  season  is 
too  far  advanced  to  attempt  an  expedition  to 
Mackinack,  if  it  were  not  commenced  in  two  or 
three  days,  and  there  was  no  hopes  of  snpplia 
being  obtained  in  that  time. 

^n  is  generally  believed  here,  that  Genciil 
Proctor  despAtched  an  order  to  the  commaadisf 
officer  at  Mackinack,  to  destroy  the  post,  and  re* 
treat  by  the  way  of  Grand  River.  At  any  rate, 
it  is  not  a  matter  of  much  importance  to  have 
that  plRce  in  our  possession  during  the  Winter, 
cut  off  as  it  is  from  a  communication  with  the 
rest  of  the  world." 


Sackett's  Harbor,  Oct.  20, 1813. 

Sir:  The  enemy^s  corps  before  Fort  George 
broke  up  their  cantonments  on  the  9th,  aad 
marched  rapidly  for  Burlington  Bay,  which  he 
reached  on  the  11th.  By  taking  this  rooie  be 
may  intend  to  reinforce  Proctor  on  the  river 
French,  or  Kingston,  at  the  head  of  the  8l  Law- 
rence. He  was  apprized  of  the  abandonmeat  of 
Maiden  on  the  fifth. 

We  are,  perhaps,  too  remote  to  profit  hy  eiek 
other's  suggestions ;  hat  it  does  not  appear  to  aie 
that  Sandwich  is  the  point  at  which  Proctor  wSt 
stop,  if  you  pursue  him.  From  Point  aux  Pins, 
on  Lake  Erie,  there  is  a  good  road,  to  Chathaa, 
on  the  Thames ;  the  distance  is  not  more  thia 
twenty-four  miles.  Were  this  gained,  and  tra- 
velled back  to  Sandwich,  the  enemy 'a  means  for 
subsistence  might  be  destroyed, and  himself  eo»> 
pelled  to  surrender.  But  of  the  praecieabiliiy  ef 
this,  you  are  the  best  judge.  My  opinioa  mm  sag- 
gested  by  the  map. 

The  first  division  of  this  army  sailed  two  days 
ago.    The  second  and  the  reserve  follow  to-day. 

Yours,  with  great  respect, 

J.  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  Gkneral  Harribor. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Harnaoa  te  tkt 
Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HfiADaUARTBRS,  Erib,  Pa.,  OcL  81, 181& 
**  Soon  after  my  letter  to  yon  of  the  16tii  m- 
stant  was  written,  I  was  informed  that  a  special 
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enger,  with  despatches  from  you,  had  left 
Island  ID  the  schooner  Chippewa,  which  had 

driven  from  the  mouth  of  the  Detroit  river 

▼iolent  storm;  and  from  the  circumittance 
c}uancity  of  haggase,  beloaging  to  the  officers. 
sh  was  KDOwn  to  he  on  board,  being  found  on 
mke  shore,  she  was  believed  (o  have  been  lost. 

had  nearly  completed  the  arrangement  for  a 
ension  of  hostilities  with  the  Indians,  although 
d  DO  10 formation  as  to  the  movement  of  the 
y  on  Lake  Ontario,  I  determined  to  embark 
teral  McArthur's  brigade,  and  the  battalion  of 

XJnited  States'  riflemen,  and  proceed  with 
n  down  the  lake,  until  I  could  receive  some 
ain  information  of  the  movements  of  the  army 
er  Gkneral  Wilkinson,  and  what  was  expect- 
rom  me.  I  arrived  here  this  morning,  with 
Ainodore  Perry,  in  the  Ariel,  having  left  the 
ainder  of  the  fleet  at  Bass  Island.  It  is  pro- 
.e  they  will  be  here  this  evening,  when  we 
i  immediately  proceed  to  Bnfiklo.^ 


naot  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Hsrfiaon  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Hbadquartbrs,  Buffalo,  Oct,  24, 1813. 
I  hare  this  moment  landed  at  this  place,  from 
t>oard  the  schooner  Ariel,  which  is  one  of  the 
en   vessels  with  which  I  left  Detroit,  having 
board  the  mater  part  of  McArthur's  brigade, 

the  detachment  of  United  States'  rifle  regi- 
it,  nnder  Colonel  Smith.    The  other  vessels 

all,  I  believe,  in  sight,  and  will  be  up  in  a 
rt  time.  The  aggregate  number  of  troops 
h  me  Is  about  thirteen  hundred,  but  not  more 
Q  one  thousand  fit  for  duty.  Before  this 
ehes  you,  you  no  doubt  will  be  informed  of 
loss  of  your  messenger.  Captain  Brown,  with 

despatches  that  were  intrusted  with  him. 
t  having  received  your  directions,  and  being 
irely  ignorant  of  the  state  of  our  military  ope- 
ions  in  this  quarter,  I  was  much  at  a  loss  to 
>w  how  to  proceed;  but  believing  that  Gene- 
Cass  with  his  brigade  would  be  able  to  secure 
troit.  and  our  adjacent  conquests,  after  having 
icluded  an  armistice  with  a  greater  part  of  the 
itile  tribes,  I  concluded  that  I  could  not  do  bet- 

than  to  move  down  the  lake  with  the  remain- 
l  part  of  the  troops.  A  part  of  McArthur's 
gade  is  stilt  at  Bass  Island,  where  they  were 
i  for  the  want  of  means  of  conveyance ;  and  a 
Qsiderabie  portion  of  their  bagsage  was  also 
I  from  the  same  cause.  Means,  however,  have 
KD  taken  to  collect,  and  bring  them  on. 
'*  I  shall  move  down  the  troops  immediately  to 
art  George,  where  I  shall  await  jour  orders  un- 
a  an  opportonity  should  previously  occur  of 
iking  at  the  enemy.  The  information  I  have 
seived  here  of  the  situation  and  movements  of 
B  enemy,  on  the  head  of  Lake  Ontario,  is  vague 
d  contradictory." 

War  Department,  Wilna,  Oct.  30, 1813. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ipt  of  your  letters  of  the  fifth  and  of  the  twenty- 
arth  instant. 


The  despatch  by  Captain  Brown,  and  which 
with  him  was  lost  in  Lake  Erie,  suggested,  as 
an  ulterior  movement,  the  coming  down  to  the 
Niagara  river,  puttfbg  yourself  on  the  right  and 
rear  of  De  Rotteoberg's  position  before  Fort 
George;  while  General  McClu re,  with  his  brig* 
ade  of  militia,  volunteers,  and  Indians,  should 
approach  them  in  front.  The  enemy  seems  to 
have  bten  aware  of  this,  or  of  some  similar  move- 
ment, as  he  be^n  bis  retreat  on  the  ninth,  and 
did  not  stop  until  he  had  gained  the  head  of  Bur* 
lington  Bay,  where  I  understand,  bjr  report,  he 
yet  is.  This  is  his  last  strong  hold  m  the  pen- 
insula. Routed  from  this,  he  most  surrender,  or 
make  his  way  down  Lake  Ontario  to  Kingston. 
His  force  is  estimated  at  twelve  or  fifteen  hun- 
dred efiectives.  The  capture  or  destruction  of 
this  corps  would  be  a  glorious  finale  to  your  cam- 
paign. Our  operations  in  this  quarter  are  but 
beginning,  at  a  time  when  they  ought  to  have 
ended. 

I  shall  go  on  slowly  towards  Utica,  where  I 
mav  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral Gaines. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
sertant. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 


Extract  of  a  latter  firom  the  SecreUry  of  War  to  Oea- 

eral  Harrison^  dated 

BooaeviLLB,  November  3, 1813. 

^'I  have  fortunately  met  Colonel  Gaines  on  the 
way  to  his  regiment.  The  deputy  paymaster 
shall  have  orders  to  attend  to  the  brigade  yon 
have  brought  with  you.  Capuin  Butler  will  act 
as  your  Assisunt  Adjutant  Gheneral,  and  shall  re- 
ceive an  appointment  as  such.  The  officers  of 
the  several  corps  composiag  your  division,  (as 
well  those  at  Fort  George  as  of  General  Case's 
brigade)  not  indispensable  to  the  command  of 
the  troopa  now  in  the  field,  should  be  immedi* 
ately  despatched  on  the  recruiting  service.  I  need 
not  invoke  your  attention  to  a  subject  so  impor- 
tant to  the  early  and  successful  opening  of  the 
next  campaign,  and  to  the  extent  and  character 
of  your  particular  command.  Will  the  whole  of 
Cassis  brigade  be  wanted  to  the  Westward?  in 
the  event  of  a  peace  with  the  savages,  k  less  force 
will  be  sufficient;  and  to  hasten  and  secure  this 
event,  the  present  impressions  must  be  seized. 
Of  the  warriors  suing  for  peace,  one  or  more 
should  be  sent  by  the  nearest  route,  and  by  the 
most  expeditious  mode,  to  the  Creek  Nation. 
The  story  of  their  defeat  by  you,  and  subsequent 
abandonment  by  the  British,  communicated  by 
themselves,  would  probably  have  a  decided  effect 
on  their  red  brethren  of  the  South,  and  save  at 
the  trouble  and  expense  of  beating  them  into  a 
sense  of  their  own  interest.  When  I  wrote  to 
you  from  Wilna,  it  was  doubtful  whether  our 
attack  would  be  made  directly  upon  Kingston  or 
upon  Montreal.  Reasons  exist  for  our  preferring 
the  latter  course^  and  have  probably  determined 
General  Wilkinson  to  go  down  the  St.  Lawrence. 
In  this  case,  the  enemy  will  have,  at  Kingston, 
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before  yesterday.  He  states  that  the  whole  reg- 
ular force  near  Montreal  does  not  exceed  one 
thoosaDd  effectives,  and  that  but  three  hundred 
inralids  have  been  left  at  Qaebec.  This  agrees 
with  information  received  through  other  chan- 
nels less  direct,  and  perhaps  less  correct  than 
yours. 

From  General  Wilkinson  I  have  not  heard  a 
syllable  since  his  arrival  at  Fort  George,  which 
^was  on  the  4th  instant.    He  must  now  be  on  the 
point  of  moving. 

The  10th  and  32d  regiments  are  in  march  for 
Plattsburg.  The  latter  was  destined  for  this 
place,  but  learning  that  it  could  not  leave  Phil- 
adelpnia  before  the  12th,  I  have  given  to  it  the 
shorter  march  and  nearer  scene  of  action. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  our  naval  means 
on  Lake  Cham  plain  should  have  fallen  so  far 
short  of  their  object.  To  our  operations  an  as- 
cendency in  the  narrow  parts  of  the  Lake  is  of 
infinite  moment.  A  well  chosen  position  on  the 
plains  is  the  alternative  of  most  promise.  It 
may  keep  the  different  corps  of  the  enemy  in  a 
state  of  separation. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Hampton. 


HBADauARTERfl,  Cvmbbrlaho  Head, 

September  15, 1813. 

Sib  :  I  have  got  my  forces  nearly  concentrated 
at  this  point ;  and,  with  McDonough's  aid,  have 
put  a  stopper  on  the  lake,  which  insures  tran- 
quiUity  while  my  operations  are  going  on.  All 
now  depends  on  the  Quartermaster  General,  and 
I  believe  he  will  surmount  every  obstacle.  I 
shall  soon  be  ready.    I  am,  dbc. 

WADE  HAMPTON. 

Hon.  Sbcbetart  op  Wab. 


Sackett's  Harbob,  Sept,  19, 1813. 

Dear  Genbbal:  Chauncey  has  chased  Yeo 
round  Jthe  lake,  and  obliged  him  to  take  shelter  in 
Kingston.  The  Commodore  has  now  gone  up  to 
Fort  Gkor^e  to  bring  down  the  troops.  We  are 
ready  at  this  point  to  embark.  It  may,  perhaps 
be  the  30tb  before  our  forces  will  be  assemblea 
and  in  motion.  Your  movements  may  of  course 
be  somewhat  delayed ;  say  to  the  25th  or  26th. 

It  is  believed  in  Kingston  that  Sir  Gkorge 
;Prevo9t  is  about  going  to  Ctuebec.  Will  he  not 
stop  at  Montreal?    Yours,  faithfully, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

General  Hampton. 


Heaoquarters,  Little  Cbazby, 

September  22, 1813. 

Sir  :  At  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the  19th.  I  dropped 
down  with  the  army  from  Cumberland  Head  for 
the  shore  near  this  place,  and  lauded  at  12  o'clock 
at  night,  and  an  hour  after  had  the  light  corps  of 
the  army  in  motion  against  the  advanced  posts  of 
the  enemy — Snel  ling's  command  against  a  post 


a  little  over  the  line,  on  the  lake  shore,  and  fiao- 
ikon's  against  Odletown.  The  blowr  was  tokave 
been  struck  at  the  dawn,  and  the  corps  woe  lo 
unite  at  the  latter  place,  twelve  miles  diaiaaL 
Both  corps  were  misled  by  their  guides.  Sndr 
ling  finding  himself  out  of  his  way  for  the  fint 

Eoint,  pushed  for  the  second ;  and  as  HamilinB 
ad  taken  a  circuit  to  get  below  it,  Snelliag  ar- 
rived first  and  fell  upon  the  picket  in  a  home, 
which  he  killed  or  took,  except  two  or  three,  an4 
the  main  body  escaped. 

Hamilton  arrived  soon  after ;  the  army  joiaed 
them  a  little  after  nine.  A  few  desperate  Indius 
continued  to  lurk  about  the  distant  boshes,  and 
fre<^uently  crawled  up  and  fired  upon  oar  sentries 
dunng  the  dav  and  the  succeeding  night. 

One  was  killed  on  his  post  in  the  dark,  and  two 
or  three  others  wounded.  They  were  freqaeotly 
drove  off  and  the  thickets  scoured,  bat  ihej  con- 
tinued to  hover  around  as  long  as  we  staid.  The 
army  had  on  their  backs  five  days'  provisions, 
and  my  intention  was  to  push  throoffh  the  wood, 
remove  all  obstructions,  and  repair  the  roads  for 
our  supplies,  artillery,  baggage,  dbc^  which  was 
to  follow;  but  an  insurmountable  dilficulty  oc- 
curred, which  at  once  defied  all  human  exertioB: 
the  drouffbt  had  been  uncommon,  and  I  bad  sooie 
doubts  of  the  practicability  of  procnring  water 
for  the  troops,  horses,  and  teams;  bat  the  poiatt 
of  Odletown,  La  Cole^  and  the  river  La  Cadit, 
were  represented  to  me  as  a  sure  resource. 

The  troops,  however,  soon  dried  up  the  wells 
and  springs  of  Odletown,  and  the  beds  of  La  Cole 
and  La  Cadia  are  reoresented,  from  an  authority 
not  to  be  questioned,  to  be  dry.  The  troops 
be^an  to  suffer  extremely,  and  the  few  cavalry  and 
artillery  horses  that  arrived  were  obliged  to  be 
sent  back  to  Champlain,  a  distance  of  four  miles, 
for  water.  The  difficulty  began  to  produce  efiSects 
the  most  to  be  dreaded. 

It  was  not  a  time  to  hesitate.  The  geaeial 
staff  and  commanding  officers  of  the  corps  were 
called  together,  and  there  was  bnt  one  voice. 

The  Chataugay  route  was  adopted.  It  was 
circuitous,  but  aflforded  water,  and  was  practica- 
ble in  less  time,  all  obstructions  in  the  other  con- 
sidered. 

The  army  fell  back  in  the  afternoon  of  the  21tf. 
and  encamped  at  Champlain.  The  Chataagaf 
road  takes  off  near  this  place,  and  the  army  wOi 
advance  on  it  seven  miles  this  afternoon.  Tke 
bagsage  is  now  advancing  on  it.  I  hope  to  arrive 
at  Chataugay  on  the  evening  of  the  24th.  I  eaa 
from  thence  join  you  at  any  point  you  may  ad- 
vise on  the  Sc  Lawrence.  My  object  is  Cflg- 
nawasa,  opposite  to  La  Chine,  about  forty  mOes 
from  Chataugay,  and  ten  from  Montreal  I  have 
my  guides,  and  information  I  can  rely  upon.  This 
position  will  present  three  points.  If  I  do  net 
near  from  you  I  can  take  either,  or  hold  fast,  u 
circumstances  shall  indicate. 

My  first  movement  was  unexpected  to  the  eae- 
my;  must  draw  him  into  some  confusion;  aad 
will  pass  as  a  feint  so  soon  as  he  hears  of  my  roitie 
to  Chataugay.  My  force  is  less  numerous  ikia 
I  expected.    It  is  raw,  and  of  a  description  liat 
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will  be  foreTer  falling  off.    All  I  eaa  say,  U,  it 
shall  have  all  the  capacity  I  can  give  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfally, 
your  mo^t  obedient  servant. 

W.  HAMPTON. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  I  find  that  all  the  corps 
cannot  leave  this  ffround  before  morning,  and 
that  it  will  be  the  l^th  before  we  reach  Chatau- 
gay.  W.  H. 

Hon.  J.  Armsthono,  Se&ry  of  War, 


Sackett's  Harbob,  Sept,  25, 1813. 

Sir:  Tonr  letter  of  the22d  instant  was  deliver- 
ed to  me  last  night.  Commodore  Chauocey  left 
this  place  on  the  18ih,  in  the  intention  of  rnnniog 
up  to  Fort  George,  and  covering  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  troops  from  that  point  to  this.  On  the 
tweaty-first  he  had  not  arrived  there;  the  effect, 
I  suppose,  of  adverse  winds.  This  circumstance 
^11  necessarily  bring  after  it  a  delay  in  the  eze- 
eation  of  our  joint  operations,  and  will  indicate 
the  propriety  of  your  not  advancing  beyond  Ma- 
lone,  or  the  Four  Corners,  until  you  have  advice 
of  our  movement.  The  distance  from  this  place 
CO  Malone  is  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles. 
An  express  can  reach  you  in  thirty  hours,  and 
^0vill,  or  coarse,  enable  you  to  gain  the  village  of 
Cogoawaga  as  early  as  may  be  proper.  You  will 
g^ive  such  direction  to  the  militia  corps  assembling 
or  assembled  at  Plattsbnrg  as  you  may  think  most 
advisable. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Hamft.on. 

HEADaUARTERS,  PoMEROT's, 

13  mike  from  Chataugaf^  Sept.  25, 1813. 

Sir:  I  had  this  morning,  at  three  o'clock,  the 
honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  19th,  and  find- 
ing so  much  time  on  my  hands,  the  idea  has  oc- 
curred, that  a  great  advantage  may  arise  from  a 
closer  view  of  our  means,  and  the  clearest  possible 
concert  and  understanding  in  their  application. 
Of  every  matter  and  thing,  relating  to  mine. 
Colonel  Atkinson  will  give  vou  as  full  an  idea  as 
if  you  had  been  with  me  for  the  last  five  days. 
When  you  shall  have  reflected  fully  upon  them, 
my  arrangements  and  ideas,  your  indications  can 
be  made  with  more  precision  and  confidence. 

The  perfect  rawness  of  the  troops,  with  the 
Bzception  of  not  a  single  platoon,  has  been  a 
source  of  much  solicitude  to  the  best  informed 
imoDg  us.  This  solicitude  has  not  been  removed 
t>y  the  first  experiment.  Everythng  was  done, 
:o  be  sure,  that  ought  to  have  been  done ;  but  not 
in  that  style  which  the  example  of  a  Snelling.  a 
Elamilton,  dbc,  ought  to  have  inspired  in  tne 
movements  of  even  the  light  corps.  We  want  a 
ittle  more  mercury,  in  the  ranks,  at  least.  Can 
fovL  let  me  have  the  first  dragoons,  and  one  more 
reteran  battalion?  At  all  events  let  me  have 
Elane  and  Haig,  thai  I  may  hare  their  local  as 
arell  as  tbeir  constituftonal  ardor* 


But  the  great  object  of  this  letter  is,  a  full  and 
distinct  view  and  understanding  on  both  sides. 
All  I  need  say  is,  that  whatever  part  shall  be 
assigned  to  me,  in  the  general  plan,  shall  be  exe- 
cute to  the  utmost  extent  of  my  ability  and 
power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

W.  HAMPTON, 

Hon.  J.  ARMSTRONa,  Sec^ry  of  War, 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major 
General  Hampton,  dated 

War  Department^  Sept.  28, 1813. 

The  position  you  have  taken  is  better  calculated 
to  keep  up  the  enemy's  doubts,  with  regard  (o 
your  real  point  of  attack,  than  any  other.  Hold 
It  fast  till  we  approach  you.  In  the  present  state 
of  the  campaign  we  ought  to  run  no  risks  by  sep- 
arate attacks,  when  combined  ones  are  practica- 
ble and  sure.  Had  you  been  able  to  have  broken 
down  the  head  of  their  defences,  and  seized  the 
banks  of  the  St.  Johns  at  the  Rapids,  you  would 
have  bothered  his  Koightship  considerably ;  but, 
on  the  whole,  the  Western  movement  is  to  be 
preferred,  because  in  it  there  is  safety  and  con- 
cert, and  in  the  meantime  enough  to  render  his 
attention  to  different  points  necessary,  and  of 
course  to  keep  his  forces  in  a  state  of  division. 

The  moment  the  enemy  left  the  upper  parts  of 
tho  Chesapeake,  I  ordered  Pickens,  with  his  bat- 
talion of  the  tenth,  to  join  you..  A  battalion  of 
the  thirty-second  has  similar  orders. 


HBAOaUARTERS,  ChATAUOAT, 

October  4, 1813.  . 

Dear  Sir:  No  change  of  importance  in  my 
afiairs  has  occurred  since  my  last,  by  Colonel  At- 
kinson ;  but,  as  there  are  several  of  minor  consid- 
eration, I  have  judged  that  a  deuUed  view  of 
them  might  be  of  some  use,  at  the  moment  of 
your  arranging,  with  our  commanding  General, 
the  main  case  of  the  proposed  operations. 

The  road  to  Plattsbnrg  will  ne  completed  to- 
dayj  and  is  a  perfect  turnpike.  The  artillery, 
consistinj^  of  eight  six-pounders,  one  twelye,  and 
one  howitzer,  tolerably  appointed  and  found,  has 
arrived.  I  have  but  a  small  stock  of  provisions 
on  hand,  l>ut  have  the  most  pointed  assurance 
from  Colonel  Thomas,  the  Quartermaster  Gen- 
eral, that  a  supply  of  sixty  days  of  bread  and  flour 
will  arrive,  at  once,  in  the  course  of  three  or  four 
days.  I  have  only  from  forty  to  fifty  rounds  of 
musket  cartridges  with  me,  but  this  convoy  will 
make  the  supply  an  hundred,  and  irive  to  the 
artillery  all  it  requires  in  reserve.  The  supply 
of  salted  provisions  will  not  exceed  one  fourth  of 
the  proportion  of  flour;  but  we  have,  and  can 
have,  an  unlimited  supply  of  good  beef  cattle. 
Brigadier  Gteneral  Parxer  is  at  Plattsbnrg,  hast- 
ening my  supplies,  and  presiding  over  some  ar- 
rangements tnat  were  thought  necessary.  I  have 
directed  the  commencement  of  a  petty  woTj  or 
invasion  of  the  lines,  at  and  near  Lake  Champlain» 
I  by  Colonel  Clark,  who  has  some  volunteers^  and 
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Bri^dier  General  Fasset,  (oor  colonel,)  who  has, 
at  my  instance,  called  out  nts  brigade  of  militia. 
The  latter,  I  understand,  turn  out  but  badly ;  buc 
they  will  make  together,!  suppose, from  six  hun- 
dred to  a  thousand  men.  There  has  been  incul- 
cated, by  the  artifices  of  the  British,  a  shameful 
and  corrupt  neutralicy  on  the  lines,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  gain.  I  haTe  directed  these  officers  to 
break  the  truce ;  and,  should  other  means  fail,  to 
act  the  part  of  the  mischievous  urchin,  who,  to 
get  two  peaceable  tabbies  at  ^*  making  the  fur 
fiyj^  held  them  up  together  by  the  tails.  To  be 
serious,  it  is  really  time  each  individual  shall  take 
his  side,  and  that  traitors  to  either  should  meet 
their  due  reward.  What  I  am  aiming  at,  how- 
ever, is  tranquillity  on  the  road,  by  kicking  up  a 
dust  on  the  lines.  It  will  also  create  a  division 
at  a  proper  point.  Of  Hopkins's  militia,  but 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  have  arrived,  and 
not  more  than  fifty  or  sixty  of  them  have  con- 
sented to  pass  the  hue.  Such  as  refused,  General 
Parker  was  authorized  to  keep  on  the  lines  be- 
low, and  to  excite  all  the  alarm  he  could,  with 
them  and  the  Vermonters.  The  change  of  habits 
has  produced  more  sickness  among  my  raw  sol- 
diers than  I  expected.  I  believe  the  number  has 
accumulated  at  this  place  to  three  hundred,  and 
I  am  afraid  will  increase.  The  enemy  is  in  con- 
siderable force,  about  twelve  or  fourteen  miles 
distant.  He  made  an  attack  on  one  of  my  out- 
posts, with  three  or  four  hundred  regulars,  and  as 
many  Indians,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  first  instant, 
but  he  fell  into  had  hands.  He  found  Snelling 
well  posted  with  his  own  and  Wool's  corps.  The 
attack  was  made  with  the  Indians,  and  the  regu- 
lars lay  in  ambush;  but  Snelling  dashed  upon 
them  with  such  rapidity  upon  their  flanks,  that 
they  all  scampered  away  together.  Lieutenant 
Nash,  of  the  thirty-third  regiment,  and  one  man, 
were  killed,  and  one  wounded.  If  the  Indians  lost 
any,  they  carried  them  ofi*. 

The  Indians  still  hover  about  us,  and  shoot  at 
oar  sentries.  The  St.  Regis  people  are  poor 
d— Is. 

I  have  written  in  much  haste,  and  have  neither 
time  for  correction  nor  copying.  You  must  take 
it  for  better  or  for  worse.  I  will  only  entreat 
you  to  regard  it  in  any  other  light  than  that  of 
an  official  communication.  You  may,  however, 
no  less  rely  upon  all  the  information  it  conveys. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  your 
obedient  humble  servant. 

W-  HAMPTON. 

Hon.  John  Armstbong. 


HfiADQUARTERS,  ChATADQAY, 

October  12, 1813. 

Dear  Sir:  My  solicitude  to  know  your  pro- 
f  less,  and  the  real  state  of  the  grand  army,  is  ex- 
treme. It  is,  perhaps,  not  less  necessary  /or  both, 
that  I  should  be  constantly  informed.  Implicit 
faith,  cordiality,  and  concert,  ought  to  unite  our 
efforts.  These  have  formed  the  basis  of  our  ex- 
ertions so  far,  and  promises,  more  than  our  num- 
bers, the  result  so  much  desired.    I  have  no  re* 


ference  to  individuals;  but  to  the  heart  of  erery 
man.  The  point  and  movement  of  our  jbdcimb 
is  all  important:  and  that,  and  not  the  moioett 
of  my  departure  from  hence,  ought  to  be  indica- 
ted; because  I  ought  to  be  the  best  jadge  of  die 
time  necessary  to  eurmount  the  obstacles  iatke 
way.  Between  this  and  Cognawaga,  maeh  work 
on  the  road  is  necessary,  and  I  ooght  to  advanec 
upon  it  two  or  three  days  earlier  than  might  be 

i'udged  necessary  on  a  smooth  and  solid  road. 
}y  seizing  and  holding  strong  positions  in  my 
front,  the  work  could  progress  in  mj  rear,  widi- 
out  incurring  risk,  until  I  arrived  with  in  a  strik- 
ing distance.  You  have  said  ^'  hold  iast,"  and  it 
might  be  considered  precipitate  to  advance  be- 
fore I  hear,  at  least,  that  the  Rubicon  is  passed 
above.  These  are  points  for  your  eonsideniioo, 
and  those  with  you  who  guide  the  geoeraJ  move- 
ment. You  have  not  sent  me  the  two  hundred 
mounted  dragoons.  Their  presence,  on  ground 
the  possession  of  which  I  do  not  despair  of  gun* 
inff,  added  to  a  force  of  four  thousand  effective 
infantry,  and  a  well  appointed  train,  ought  to  in- 
spire you  with  some  reliance  upon  our  army, 
new  as  it  is.  High  pretensions  have  been  avoid- 
ed ;  but  the  moment  has  arrived  when  it  is,  per- 
haps, necessary  for  us  to  be  estimated  at  as  mock 
as  we  are  worth. 

The  tenth  is  at  hand,  and  is  incladed  in  the 
estimate.  It  is  believed  the  militia  may  serve 
for  escorts  to  what  must  follow  us. 

Colonel  Clark  is  carrying  on  his  sma/i  war,  on 
the  lines,  with  all  the  effect  contemplated.    The 
enemy's  motley  force  have  every  where  nearly 
disappeared.    He  is  concentrating,  no  doubt,  oa 
points  in  my  way,  or  on  the  river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully 
and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  HAMPTON. 

Gen.  Armstrong,  Sec^y  of  War. 

We  had  an  intelligent  deserter  of  the  regimeai 
of  Canadian  fencibfes.    He  states  the  eneoiy^ 
force  near  us,  at  three  thousand  men;  but,  when 
put  to  the  detail,  gave  it  as  follows: 
Thirteenth  raiment — two  flank  compan- 
ies and  part  of  a  battalion      -        -        -     301 
Muron's  French  regiment,  two  flank  com- 
panies -       -        -        -        -        -      200 

Canadian  fencibles,  Colonel  Robinson     -      150 
Colonel  Shaburry's  command,  voltigeurs 

and  Indians,  and  some  fencibles  -      700 

Two  battalions  of  incorporated  militia      -      750 

The  whole  commanded  by  Col.  Williams     1,110 

Sir  Gkorge  had  gone  along  to  Montreal.  He 
brought  down  thirty-six  boats  and  about  six  hun- 
dred troops,  included  in  the  above. 


Saokstt'b  Harbor,  OcL  16, 181^ 

Dear  Gbnbral:  Your  favor  of  the  twelfth  nt- 
timo  has  been  handed  to  me  by  Major  Parker.  Tbe 
Niagara  division  has  been  slow  in  its  movemestt^ 
It  has  at  length  reached  Henderson's  harbor,  ui 
moves  this  day  to  Grenadier  Island,  whither  tie 
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liTision  here  is  moYing  also.  From  this  point 
Greoadier  Island)  we  take  our  departure  either 
or  Kingston  or  for  Montreal.  The  enemy  hroke 
ip  his  positions  before  Fort  George  on  the  ninth, 
lurned  his  surplus  stores,  arms,  dbc,  and  mo^ed 
apidiy  for  Burlington  Bay,  which  he  reached 
in  the  eleventh  instant.  Advices  from  the  Bay 
»f  Canti  state,  that  he  is  coming  down  to  Kings- 
on,  and  that  his  sick  and  convalescent,  to  the 
lumber  of  one  thousand  two  hundred,  had  already 
irrived  there.  He  will  bring  with  him  about  one 
housand  five  hundred  effectives,  and,  thanks  to 
he  storm  and  our  snail-like  movements  down 
he  lake,  they  will  be  there  before  we  can  reach  it. 
The  manceuvre  intended  is  lost,  so  far  as  regards 
Kingston.  What  we  now  do  against  that  place 
oust  \)e  done  by  hard  blows,  and  at  some  risk. 
Che  importance  of  the  object  may,  however, 
ustify  the  means.  In  the  other  ease,  (an  imme- 
liate  descent  of  the  St.  Lawrence,)  the  army  will 
nake  its  way  to  the  Isle  Perott,  whence  we  shall 
mmediately  open  a  communication  with  you. 
Jnder  these  circumstances  you  will  approach  the 
Qouth  of  the  Chateaugay^  or  other  point  which 
hall  better  favor  our  jonction,and  hold  the  enemy 
Q  check.  Tour  known  vigilance  and  skill  make 
t  unnecessary  to  suggest  any  measures  of  pre- 
aution  against  the  enterprises  of  the  enemy, 
rhile  you  remain  within  stroke  of  him.  The 
Iragoons  will  pass  the  St.  Lawrence  near  the 
/Oteau  de  Lac. 

Tours,  dbe. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  General  Hampton. 


HBAnauARTBBs,  Four  Corners, 

November  1, 1813. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  21st  ultimo  the 
irmy  commenced  its  movement  down  the  Chat- 
mugay ,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  itself  in  a  siiua- 
ion  which  would  enable  it  to  fulfil  its  part  of  the 
proposed  combined  operations  on  the  St.  Law- 
ence. 

An  extensive  wood  of  eleven  or  twelve  miles 
D  front,  blocked  up  with  felled  timber,  and  cov- 
!red  by  the  Indians  and  light  troops  of  the  enemy. 
vas  a  serious  impediment  to  the  arduous  task  or 
ipenlng  a  road  for  the  artillery  and  stores.  Brig- 
idier  General  Izard,  with  the  light  troops  and 
*ne  regiment  of  the  line,  was  detached  early  in 
he  morning  to  turn  these  impediments  in  flank, 
.nd  to  seize  on  the  more  open  country  below, 
irhile  the  army,  preceded  by  a  strong  working 
Arty,  advanced  on  a  more  circuitous  but  practi- 
iRble  route  for  a  road.  The  measure,  as  will  be 
een  by  the  report  of  Brigadier  General  Izard, 
irhich  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  completely 
ucceeded,  and  the  main  body  of  the  army  reached 
he  advanced  position  on  the  evening  ot  the  22d. 
The  23d  and  24th  were  employed  in  completing 
he  road  and  getting  up  the  artillery  and  stores. 

I  bad  arranged,  at  my  departure,  under  the  di- 
ce tion  of  Major  Parker,  a  lin^  of  communication 
18  far  up  the  St.  Lawrence  as  Ogdensburg,  for 
he  purpose  of  hastening  to  roe  the  earliest  notice 


of  the  progress  of  our  army  down.  I  had  sar* 
mounted  twenty-four  miles  of  the  most  difficult 
part  of  the  route,  and  had  in  advance  of  me  seven 
miles  of  open  country,  but,  at  the  end  of  that  dis- 
tance, commenced  a  wood  of  some  miles  in  extent, 
which  bad  been  formed  into  an  entire  abbatis,  and 
filled  by  a  succession  of  wooden  breastworks,  the 
rearmost  of  which  were  supplied  with  ordnance. 
In  front  of  these  defences  were  placed  the  Indian 
force  and  light  corps  of  the  enemy,  and  in  the 
rear  all  his  disposable  force.  As  the  extent  of 
this  force  depended  upon  his  sense  of  danger  <mi 
the  St.  Lawrence,  it  was  a  cause  of  regret  that 
all  communication  from  yourself  or  Major  Parker 
seemed  to  be  at  an  end.  As  it  was,  however,  be- 
lieved that  the  enemy  was  hourlv  adding  to  his 
strength  in  this  position,  if  free  rrom  apprehen- 
sion of  danger  from  above,  an  effort  was  judged 
necessary  to  dislodge  him,  and,  if  it  succeeded,  we 
should  be  in  possession  of  a  position  which  we 
could  hold  as  long  as  any  doubts  remained  of 
what  was  passing  above^  and  of  the  real  part 
to  be  assigned  us. 

Our  guides  assured  us  of  a  shoal  and  practica- 
ble fording  place,  opposite  the  lower  flank  of  the 
enemy's  defences,  and  that  the  wood  on  the  op* 
posite  side  of  the  river,  a  distance  of  seven  or 
eight  miles,  was  practicable  for  the  passage  of 
the  troops.  Colonel  Purdy,  with  the  light  corps, 
and  a  strong  body  of  infantry  of  the  line,  was  de- 
tached at  an  early  hour  of  the  night  of  the  25th| 
to  gain  this  ford  by  the  morning,  and  to  commence 
his  attack  in  rear,  and  that  was  to  be  the  signal 
for  the  army  to  fall  on  in  front,  and  it  was  believed 
the  pass  might  be  carried,  before  the  enemy's 
distant  troops  could  be  brought  forward  to  its 
support 

I  had  returned  to  my  quarters  from  Purdy's 
column,  about  nine  o'clock  at  night,  when  I  found 
a  Mr.  Baldwin,  of  the  Q^uartermaster  General's 
department,  who  put  into  my  hand  an  open  paper, 
containing  instructions  to  him  from  the  duarter- 
master  Greneral,  respecting  the  building  of  huta 
for  the  army  ia  the  Cbateaugay,  below  the  line. 
This  peper  sunk  my  hopes,  and  raised  serious 
doubts  ot  receiving  that  efficacious  support  which 
had  been  anticipated.  I  would  have  recalled  the 
column,  but  it  was  in  motion,  and  the  darkness 
of  the  night  rendered  it  impracticable.  I  could 
only  go  forward.  The  army  was  put  in  motion 
on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  leaving  its  baggage, 
&^,  on  the  ground  of  encampment. 

On  advancing  near  the  enemy,  it  was  found 
that  the  column  on  the  opposite  side  was  not  so 
fiir  advanced  as  had  been  anticipated.  The  guides 
had  misled  it,  and  finally  failed  in  finding  the 
ford.  We  could  not  communicate  with  it,  but 
only  waited  the  attack  below.  About  two  o'clock 
the  firing  commenced,  and  our  troops  advanced 
rapidly  to  the  attack.  The  enemy's  light  troops 
commenced  a  sharp  fire,  but  Brigadier  Genenl 
Izard  advanced  with  his  brigade,  drove  him  every- 
where behind  his  defences,  ana  silenced  the  fire 
in  his  front.  This  brigade  would  have  pushed 
forward  as  far  as  courage,  skill,  and  perseverance, 
could  have  carried  it;  but,  on  advancing,  it  waa 


m.1 


ABPBnanL 


IMU 


FaUure  of  Ike  N^oHktm  Armf. 


found  that  the  firine  had xommeDced  oo  the  op- 
posite side,  aod  the  ford  had  been  gained. 

The  enemy  retired  behind  his  defences,  bat  a 
renewal  of  his  attack  was  expected,  and  the  troops 
remained  some  time  in  their  position  to  meet  it. 
The  troops  on  the  opposite  side  were  excessively 
iatigaed.  The  enterprise  had  failed  in  its  main 
point,  and  Colonel  Purdy  was  ordered  to  with- 
draw his  column  to  a  shoal  four  or  fire  miles 
abotre,  aod  cross  over.  The  day  was  spent,  and 
General  Izard  was  ordered  to  withdraw  his  brig- 
ade to  a  position  three  miles  in  the  rear,  to  which 
place  the  baggage  had  been  ordered  forward. 

The  slowness  and  order  with  which  General  Izird 
retired  with  his  brigade,  coald  but  hare  inspired 
the  enemy  with  respect.    They  presumed  not  to 
venture  a  shot  at  him  during  his  movement ;  bat 
the  ungaardedness  of  some  part  of  Pordy's  com- 
mand exposed  him  toarearattackfrom  the  Indians, 
which  was  repeated  after  dark,  and  exposed  him 
to  some  loss.    These  attacks  were  always  repelled, 
and  must  have  cost  the  enemy  as  many  lives  as 
we  lost.    Our  entire  loss  of  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  does  not  exceed  fifty.    In  its  new  posi- 
tion, witliin  three  miles  of  the  enemy's  post,  the 
army  encamped  on  the  niffht  of  the  Si6th,  and  re- 
mained until  12  o'clock  of  the  28th.    All  the  de- 
serters, of  whom  there  were  four,  having  con- 
curred in  the  information  that  Sir  Gkorge  Prevost, 
with  three  other  general  officers,  had  arrived  with 
the  whole  of  his  disposable  force,  and  lay  in  the 
rear  of  these  defences,  and  a  letter  from  Major 
Parker  (by  express,  received  on  the  evening  of 
the  26th)  naving  informed  me  that  no  movements 
of  our  army  down  the  St.  Lawrence  had  been 
heard  of  at  Ogdensburg,  and  for  some  distance 
above,  the  following  questions  were  submitted  to 
th9  commanding  cSlcers  of  brigades,  regiments, 
and  corps,  and  the  heads  of  the  general  staff,  in 
a  council  convened  for  the  purpose :  '^  Is  it  aavi- 
aafajie.  under  existing  circumstances,  to  renew  the 
attack  on  the  enemy's  position,  aba,  if  not,  what 
position  is  it  advisable  for  the  army  to  take,  until 
It  can  receive  advices  of  the  advance  of  the  ^nd 
army  down  the  St.  Lawrence?''    The  opinion  of 
the  council  was  expressed  in  the  following  words : 
■^  It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  council, 
that  it  is  necessary,  for  the  preservation  of  this 
army  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  ostensible  views  of 
the  Gk>vernmeat,  that  we  immediately  return  by 
orderly  marches  to  such  a  pjosition  (Chateausay) 
as  will  secure  our  communications  with  the  Uni- 
ted States,  either  to  retire  into  Winter  quarters, 
or  be  ready  to  strike  below."    In  pursuance  of 
this  oi»nion.  the  army  has  returned  by  slow 
marches  to  this  place,  and  now  awaits  the  orders 
of  the  Government.    Its  condition  will  be  stated 
by  the  hearer,  Colonel  King,  who  can  give  you, 
upon  every  pidiat,  more  full  and  perfect  infor- 
mation than  could  be  contained  in  a  written  de- 
tail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

W.  HAMPTON. 
Hon.  JoBif  AaiiaTRoifa, 

Secntaryof  War. 


HlADaUAaTBBS  OF  THB  AhMT, 

District  No.  9,  No0.  6, 1813,  in  the 

Sir  :  I  address  you  at  the  special  instance  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  who.  by  bad  rosuls,  wotk 
weather,  and  ill  health,  was  diverted  from  meet- 
ing me  near  this  place,  and  determined  to  trc«i 
back  his  steps  to  Washington  from  Antwerp  si 
the  28th  ultimo. 

I  am  destined  to,  and  determined  on  the  attack  of 
Montreal,  if  not  prevented  by  some  act  of  God; 
and,  to  give  security  to  the  enterprise,  the  divisiaa 
under  your  command  must  co-operate  with  the 
corps  under  my  immediate  orders.    The  point  of 
rendezvous  is  the  circumstance  of  greatest  in- 
terest to  the  issue  of  this  operation,  and  the  dis- 
tance which  separates  us,  and  my  ignorance  of 
the  practicability  of  the  direct  or  devious  roads  or 
routes  on  which  you  must  march,  make  I'c  neees- 
cessary  that  your  own  judgment  ^oM  deter- 
mine that  point.    To  assist  you  in  forming  the 
soundest  determination,  and  to  take  the  vaoat 
prompt  and  effectual  measures,  I  can  only  infona 
you  of  my  intentions  and  situation  in  one  or  two 
respects  of  first  importance.    I  shall  pass  Prescott 
to  night,  because  the  stage  of  the  season  will  not 
allow  me  three  days  to  take  it ;  I  shall  cross  the 
cavalry  at  Hambledon.  which  will  not  require 
a  day,  and  shall  then  press  forward  and  break 
down  every  obstruction  to  the  confluence  of  this 
river  with  Gkand  river,  there  to  cross  to  the 
isle  Perrot,  and  with  my  scows  Co  bridge  the 
narrow  inner  channel,  and  thus  obfaio  a  foot- 
hold on  Montreal  island,  at  aboat  twenty  sules 
from  the  city ;  after  which,  our  artillery,  bay- 
onets, aod    swords,  most  secure  our  triumph, 
or  provide  us  honorable  graves.    Enclosed  yon 
have  a  memorandum  of  my  field  and  batter- 
ing  train,  pretty  well  found  in  fixed  ammuaiUoa, 
which  may  enable  you  to  dismiss  your  own,  bat 
we  are  dencient  in  loose  powder  and  musket  cart- 
ridges, and  therefore  hope  you  may  be  abnndaatiy 
found.    On  the  subject  of  provisions,  I  wish  1 
could  give  as  favorable  information ;  our  whde 
stock  of  bread  may  be  computed  at  about  fifteen 
days,  and  our  meat  at  twenty.    In  speaking  on 
this  subject  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  informed 
I  me  roe  that  ample  magazines  were  laid  on  Like 
Champlain,  ana,  therefore,  I  must  request  yon 
to  order  forward  two  or  three  months'  supply,  br 
the  safest  route,  in  a  direction  to  the  proposed 
scene  of  action.    I  have  submitted  the  state  of 
our  provisions  to  my  general  officers,  who  uoaai- 
mously  agree  that  it  should  not  prevent  the  pro- 
gress of  the  expedition,  and  they  also  agree  ia 
opinion  that,  if  you  are  not  in  force  to  free  the 
enemy,  you  should  meet  us  at  St.  Regis  or  its 
vicinity.' 

I  shall  expect  to  hear  from,  if  not  to  see  you^tt 
that  place,  on  the  9th  or  10th  instant. 
And  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  dbc 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 
To  Major  Qeoeral  W.  Hampton,  dtc. 

P.  S.  I  was  preparing  an  express,  which  I  shoiU 
have  despatched  to-morrow,  but  for  the  fortuity 
I  oaU  of  Coloael  King. 
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HSADaUARTfiRB,  FoUR  CoRNERB, 

November  8, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  at  a  late  hour 
last  ereniDg,  by  Colonel  Kiog,  your  communica- 
tion  of  the  6th,  and  was  deeply  impressed  with 
the  sense  of  responsibility  it  imposed,  of  deciding 
apon  the  means  of  our  co-operation. 

The  idea,  suggested  as  the  opinion  of  your  offi- 
cers, of  effecting  the  junction  at  St.  Regis,  was 
most  pleasing,  as  being  the  most  immediate,  until 
[  carae  to  the  disclosure  of  the  amount  of  your 
lupplies  of  provision.  Colonel  Atkinson  will  ex- 
plain the  reasons  that  would  have  rendered  it  im- 
possible for  me  to  have  brought  more  than  each 
man  could  have  carried  upon  his  back;  and, 
when  I  reflected  that,  in  throwing  myself  upon 
your  scanty  means,  I  should  be  weakening  you 
n  your  most  vulnerable  point,  I  did  not  hesitate 
;o  adopt  the  opinion,  after  consulting  the  general 
ind  principal  officers,  that,  by  throwing  myself 
Mck  on  my  main  depot,  where  all  the  means  of 
ransportation  had  gone,  and  falling  upon  the 
inemy's  flank,  and  straining  every  efibrt  to  open  a 
communication  from  Plattsburgh  to  Cognawaga, 
ic  any  other  point  you  may  indicate  on  the  St. 
Liawrence,  I  should  more  effectually  contribute 
o  your  success  than  by  the  junction  at  St.  Regis. 

The  way  is,  in  many  places,  blockaded  and  ab- 
jalised,  and  the  road  impracticable  for  wheels 
luring  Winter;  but,  by  the  employment  of  pack 
lorses,  if  I  am  not  overpowered,  I  hope  to  be  able 
o  prevent  your  starving. 

My  troops  and  other  means  will  be  described  to 
fou  by  Colonel  Atkinson.  Besides  their  rawness 
md  sickliness,  they  have  endured  fatigues,  equal 
to  a  Winter  campaign,  in  the  late  snows  and  bad 
weather,  and  are  sadly  dispirited,  and  fallen  ofi"; 
bat,  upon  this  subject,  Imnst  refer  you  to  Colonel 
Atkinson. 

With  these  means,  what  can  be  accomplished 
>y  human  exertion  I  will  attempt,  with  a  mind 
levoted  to  the  general  objects  of  the  campaign. 

W-  HAMPTON. 

To  Major  General  Wilkiitson. 

A  copy.    JOHN  HOOMKS..  A.  D.  C. 


HEADaUARTERS^  PlATTBBURQ, 

Nopember  12, 1813. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of 
I  letter  I  have  received  from  General  Wilkinson, 
ind  of  my  reply.  The  forage  at  Chateangay  had 
)een  nearly  consumed  before  the  expedition  down 
he  river ;  and,  in  the  return  of  the  army,  enough 
>nly  could  be  found  to  subsist  the  horses  and 
:eam8  two  or  three  days.  All  accounts  concurred 
h  the  report,  that  General  Wilkinson  had  not 
commenced  his  operations  against  Kingston,  and 
hat  no  descent  down  the  river  was  intended. 
Eience,  the  necessity  for  sending  off*  the  cavalry 
irtillery,  and  provision  teams,  to  Plattsburff,  for 
labsistence;  and  hence,  also,  the  impossibihty  of 
I  janction  at  St.  Regis  with  no  more  provisions 
than  must  have  been  consumed  on  the  march  to 
that  place.  General  Wilkinson  had  no  spare 
transportation  for  us;  and  the  junction  woald 


have  reduced  the  stock  of  provisions  to  eight  or  ten 
days  for  the  whole.  The  alternative  was  adopted 
under  the  impression  of  absolute  necessity. 

The  army  has  approached  on  this  route  to  the 
road  leading  toChazey,  a  few  miles  from  the  linea, 
where  I  shall  join  it  to-night.  I  can  only  repekit 
what  I  said  in  my  letter  to  Gkneral  Wilkinson, 
^*  that  what  can  be  accomplished  by  human  ex* 
ertion  shall  be  attempted,  to  meet  the  objects  of 
the  campaign."  But  I  should  be  uncandid  not 
to  own  that  many  circumstances  are  unpropitions. 
The  force  is  dropping  ofi"  by  fatigue  and  sieknea 
to  a  most  alarming  extent.  My  returns  yesterday 
report  the  effectives  at  little  more  than  half  their 
original  state  at  Chateangay ;  and,  what  i^  more 
discouraging,  the  officers,  with  a  few  honorable 
exceptions,  are  sunk  as  low  as  the  soldiers,  and 
endure  hardship  and  privation  as  badly.  In  a 
word,  since  the  show,  produced  by  clothing,  move- 
ments, 4bc.,  has  worii  off,  all  have  assumed  their 
native  rawness.  Fatisue  and  suffering  from  the 
weather  have  deprived  them  of  that  apirit  which 
constituted  my  best  hopes.  What  confidence 
can  the  best  officer  (and  I  have  a  few  surpassed 
by  none)  feeL  under  such  circumstances  ?  It  is 
painful  to  hold  up  to  yon  this  picture^  but  it  is 
but  too  faithfully  drawn. 

The  Q^uartermaster  Gieneral  has  been  ordered 
to  procure,  on  hire,  four  hundred  wagons,  and  I 
shall  attempt  to  open  a  communication  on  thto 
direct  route  from  the  town  of  Champlain.  Suc- 
cess, under  the  circumstances  I  have  mentioned, 
must  depend  upon  the  efforts  and  force  opposed 
to  me.  The  demonstration,  however,  can  but 
produce  a  partial  good. 

On  the  route  I  took,  the  enefny  burnt  and  con« 
sumed  evervtbing  before  him ;  and  this  I  under- 
stand to  be  his  general  plan.  If  the  same  conrse 
precede  the  advance  of  General  Wilkinson,  and 
my  feeble  force  should  be  foiled,  the  consequences 
are  much  to  be  dreaded.  But  the  Rubicon  is 
now  passed,  and  all  that  remains  is  to  push  tot 
the  Capital. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yours,  d>c. 

W.  HAMPTON. 

Gen.  Armstrong,  Secr^y  of  War. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Hampton  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Cbazbt,  Nowmber  15, 1813. 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a 
letter  I  received  the  last  evening  from  General 
Wilkinson,  by  Colonel  Atkinson,  whom  I  had 
sent  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  plan  oT 
our  proposed  joint  operations.  Of  the  consist- 
ency of  this  letter  with  that  of  the  dth  instant, 
and  my  answer,  or  of  the  insinuation  it  con- 
tains, I  shall  say  nothing.  Upon  so  plain  a  ease, 
and  an  attempt  so  unworthy  the  occasion,  com- 
mon sense  will  afford  every  explanation  1  could 
wish.  I  shall  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  placing  the  troops  in  Winter  quarters,  and 
commence  my  journey  to  the  Southward." 

«  W.  HAMPTON." 
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Hsadq'rb,  neab  Cornwall,  U.C. 

Non^ember  12, 1813. 

Sir:  I  this  day  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
letter  of  the  8th  instant,  by  Colonel  Atkinson, 
and  want  language  to  express  myr  sorrow  for  your 
determination  not  to  join  the  division  under  your 
command  with  the  troops  under  my  immediate 
orders. 

As  such  resolution  defeats  the  grand  objects  of 
the  campaign  in  this  quarter,  which,  before  the 
receipt  of  your  letter,  were  thought  to  be  com- 
pletely within  our  power,  no  suspicion  being  en- 
tertained that  you  would  decline  the  junction 
directed,  it  will  oblige  us  to  take  post  at  the  French 
Mills,  on  Salmon  river,  or  in  their  vicinity,  for 
Che  Winter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  dbc. 

J.  WILKINSON. 

Major  Gen.  Hampton. 


Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  Major  General  Wiikimon, 

[Babmitted  to  the  President  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
on  the  23d  of  July,  and  commmnnicated  to  General 
Wilkinson  on  the  5th  of  August,  1813.] 

The  time  at  which  we  have  reason  to  ex- 
pect an  ascendency  on  Lake  Ontario.  If  our 
aopes  on  that  head  be  fulfilled,  though  but  for  a 
short  period,  we  must  avail  ourselves  of  the  cir- 
cumstance, to  ^ive  to  the  campaign  a  new  and 
increased  activity. 

For  this  purpose  our  forces  on  the  Ontario 
should  be  concentrated,  because  neither  section 
of  them,  as  they  are  now  divided,  is  competent  to 
any  great  object. 

The  point  of  concentration  is  more  doubtful: 

1.  If  at  Fort  George,  our  utmost  success  can 
but  give  us  the  command  of  the  peninsula,  which, 
if  General  Harrison  succeeds  against  Maiden, 
will  be  of  diminished  interest,  both  to  us  and  to 
the  enemy:  to  us,  because  Maiden  will  more 
completely  cover  our  Western  frontier,  and  con- 
trol the  savages,  than  Forts  George  and  Brie :  to 
the  enemy,  because,  Maiden  lost,  our  inroad  upon 
the  peninsula  will  but  have  the  effect  of  shorten- 
ing, not  of  dividing,  the  enemy's  line  of  opera- 
tions; in  a  word,  success  at  this  point  will  not 
give  to  the  campaign  a  character  of  decisive  ad- 
vantage. 

^  If,  On  the  other  hand,  we  piake  Sackett's 
Harbor  the  point  of  concentration,  Kingston  may 
become  the  object  of  our  attack,  which,  by  the 
way,  will  but  be  returning  to  the  original  plan  of 
campaign  prescribed  to  General  Dearborn.  This 
place  is  of  much  importance  to  the  enemy,  and 
will  no  doubt  be  defended  by  him  with  great  ob- 
stinacy, and  with  all  the  resources  which  can  be 
safely  drawn  from  other  points.  That  it  may  be 
taken  by  a  joint  application  of  our  naval  and  mil- 
itary means  is  not,  however,  to  be  questioned. 
The  enclosed  diagram  will  show  the  number  and 
character  of  the  enemy's  defences.  His  batteries 
on  No.  1  cannot  be  sustained  but  by  his  fleet. 
These  carried,  he  is  open  to  a  descent  at  Nos.  2 


and  3.  If  he  divides  his  force  between  ktik,  we 
oppose  one  half  of  his  strength  with  the  whole  of 
ours.  If  he  concentrates  at  No.  2,  we  seize  He. 
3.  and  command  both  the  town  and  the  shippiag. 
If  he  concentrates  at  No.  3,  we  occupy  No.^ud 
with  nearly  the  same  results. 

Contemporary  with  this  movement,  aaote 
may  be  made  on  the  side  of  Lake  Champlaia, 
indicating  an  intention  of  attacking  Montreal  aal 
its  dependencies,  and  really  attacking  them,  i£  is 
save  Kingston,  these  posts  hare  been  aiateriaUf 
weakened. 

3.  Another  and  different  operation,  to  vhiek 
our  means  are  competent,  would  be  a  movement 
from  Sackett's  Harbor  to  Madrid,  on  the  St 
Lawrence.  At  this  place  the  river  may  be  most 
easily  crossed.  The  ground  opposite  toir  is  a 
narrow  bluff)  skirted  by  the  river  on  one  5tde,  and 
a  swamp  of  great  extent  and  of  diSeult  jmsaege 
on  the  other.  This  gained  and  fortified,  our  fleet 
continuing  to  command  the  water  line  from  the 
head  of  the  river  to  Ogdensbarg^h,  and  Lake  St 
Francis  occupied  with  a  few  gunboats  and  barge% 
the  armv  may  march  against  Montreal,  in  con- 
cert with  General  Hampton.  The  only  natuial 
difficulty  to  the  execution  of  this  plan  would  be 
presented  by  a  branch  of  the  Grand  river,  wkick 
most  be  crossed;  but  at  this  season,  though  deep, 
it  is  believed  to  be  fordable. 

Under  the  preceding  supposition  it  is  respect- 
fully submitted,  whether  it  will  not  be  mosr  ad- 
visable to  make  Sackett's  Harbor  the  point  of 
concentration,  and  leave  to  the  commanding 
General  an  election  (to  be  determined  by  citcnm- 
stances)  between  the  two  plans  suggested  under 
the  second  and  third  heads. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Approved  and  adopted,  July  23, 1813. 


Wasbinqtoh,  Auguei  6, 1813^ 

I  have  examined  the  projects  of  the  campaign, 
intended  for  the  past  and  ensuing  stages  of  it,  on 
the  side  of  Canada,  which  you  put  into  my  bands 
yesterday.  The  novelty  of  the  subject  to  me, 
and  the  pressure  of  time,  will  prevent  the  delib- 
erate consideration  of  it  which  its  importance 
merits;  and  therefore  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a 
few  brief  observations  touching  the  project  of  the 
23d  ult. 

X.  If  we  command  Lake  Ontario  (withoot 
which  the  project  is  impracticable)  and  oar  force 
be  competent  to  carry  Kingston,  the  incorpora- 
tion of  our  troops  should  take  place  at  Sackett's 
Harbor,  and  the  attack  be  made  as  prompl/f  as 
possible. 

2.  On  the  contrary,  should  our  combined  dis- 
posable force  be  deemed  incompetent  to  the  cer- 
tain and  speedy  reduction  of  Kingston,  then  it 
may  be  preferable  to  strengthen  our  ibice  at 
Fort  Gkorge,  cut  up  the  British  force  in  that 
quarter,  destroy  the  Indian  establishments,  and 
(should  General  Harrispn  fail  in  his  objeds) 
march  a  detachment  to  capture  Maiden. 

While  these  operations  are  pending,  a  bold  feiit 
or  provisional  attack  on  Montreal|  by  Maj<»r  Qm- 
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Hampton,  will  eeriaialy  eall  Sir  George 
ost  to  that  place;  and  it  is  presumable  that, 
\%  our  raovements  directed  towards  Erie, 
nay  carry  his  best  troops  with  him  from 


rston. 


bese  suggestions  spring  from  my  desire  to 
ird  as  little  as  possible  in  the  outset,  and  to 
re.  infallibly,  whatever  may  be  attempted, 
I  toe  intention  to  increase  our  own  confidence, 
iminish  that  of  the  enemy,  and  XopopvUtrtMe 
nrar. 

iter  our  operations  on  the  peninsula  hare 
I  closed^  we  may  raze  the  works  there  under 
'  provision,  leave  our  settlements  on  the  strait 
anquillity,  and  like  lightning  must  direct  our 
le  force  against  Kingston;  and  having  re- 
id  that  place,  and  captured  the  shipping,  we 
descend  the  stream,  and  form  a  junction 
the  co/umn  of  General  Hampton  in  the 
Eiborhood  of  Montreal,  should  the  lateness  of 
eason  permit,  by  which  all  our  movements, 
the  conquea.t  of  Upper  Canada,  must  be 
irned. 

0  give  General  Hampton's  movements  a  men- 
g  aspect,  and  to  enable  him  to  profit  by  events, 
hould  take  with  him  a  heavy  train  of  batter- 
can  nou  and  mortar  pieces,  which  will  be 
td  indispensable  in  the  attack  of  Montreal; 
to  weaken  that  place,  and  to  favor  a  protract- 
eason,  I  would  advise  that  a  heavy  column  of 
tia  or  volunteers,  if  engaged  for  three  months 
;,  should  be  put  in  motion  from  the  vicinity 
liake  Memphramagog,  to  descend  the  river 
P*rancis,  and  take  post  on  the  ri^ht  bank  of 
a  St.  Petre,  with  a  battering  train  of  travel- 
carriages,  organized  and  equipped  either  to 

;>  post  or  retire  when  the  season,  or  other  cir- 

istances,  should  render  ezptf  ient. 

•efore  I  close  this  letter,  I  will  hef  leave  to  call 

r  attention  to  several  specific  points^  on  which 

^uire  information  and  authority,  which  I  deem 

tntial  to  the  salutary  discharge  of  the  high  and 

!mn  trust  about  to  devolve  upon  me. 

.  A  copy  of  the  instructions  to  Major  General 

npton,  lor  my  government  in  the  correspond- 

e  to  ensue  between  us. 

.  Shall  I  be  allowed  a  private  secretary,  which 

ecessary,  and  of  right  belongs  to  the  command 

which  I  am  about  to  enter  f 

.  I  requirepermission  to  take  for  my  Aids-de- 

np  sQch  officers  as  are  best  fitted  to  discharge 

important  duties  of  the  station. 

.  I  ask  authority  (or  it  is  understood  that  I 

less  it)  to  supply  every  defect  of  the  muni- 

ts  of  war  and  transport,  by  land  or  water,  by 

ins  of  the  authorized  agents. 

.,  I  entreat  that  ample  funds  may  be  deposited 

>roper  hands,  to  give  efiect  to  the  department 

ntelliffence,  without  which  the  chief  will  find 

iself  almost  hoodwinked. 

••  I  trust  no  order,  of  whatever  nature,  will  be 

sed  to  any  officer  under  my  command,  but 

Dugh  my  bands.    This  is  not  only  necessary 

he  regular  conduct  of  the  public  service,  but 

1  vitauy  essential  to  the  preservation  of  sound 
ordination,  and  is  conformable  to  the  rales  of 


the  service  in  all  armies,  inasmuch  as  he  who 
is  responsible  for  all  should  have  the  control  of 
all. 

7.  I  hope  I  may  be  expressly  authorized  to  de- 
tach from  my  command  all  persons  who  may 
manifest  a  temper  or  disposition  to  excite  dis- 
contents, to  generate  factions,  or  embitter  the  ser- 
vice. This  is  indispensable  to  put  down  seditions 
spirits,  and  to  harmonize  the  corps. 

8.  Should  we  move  against  Kingston  in  the 
first  instance,  the  withdrawal  of  our  force  from 
Fort  George  will  enable  the  enemy  to  reoccupy 
that  point,  and,  for  a  brief  period,  to  harass  our 
frontier  on  that  strait.  May  not  the  militia,  or  a 
body  of  volunteers,  be  called  forth  to  relieve  the 
regular  troops  at  that  place,  and  prevent  discon- 
tents and  complaints  1 

9.  For  the  maintenance  of  the  necessary  au- 
thority of  the  chief,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Secretary 
of  War  will  decline  and  forbid  all  correspondence 
with  his  subordinate  officers,  except  in  eases  of 
personal  grievance. 

10.  I  beg  to  be  advised  of  the  means  of  commu- 
nication between  our  military  positions,  and  parti- 
cularly from  Sackett's  Harbor  to  Turlington, 
which  should  be  rapid  and  infallible. 

11.  I  ask  authority  to  equip  the  whole  of  oor 
horse  artillery,  and  to  mount  the  whole  of  our 
dragoons,  because  these  arms  will  be  found  all 
important  in  every  combat  which  may  ensue. 

A  serious  impression  of  the  dread  responsibil- 
ity which  awaits  me,  and  a  correct  sense  of  the 
public  expectation  which  accompanies  me,  musi 
be  my  apology  for  giviuff  yon  so  much  trouble. 
With  respect,  I  have  the  honor,  dbc 

JA.  WILKINSON. 
Hon.  John  Armstrong, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  Auguet  8, 1813. 

Sib  :  I  have  given  to  yrour  observations  of  the 
sixth  instant  all  the  consideration  they  so  jnstly 
merit. 

The  main  objection  to  any  plan  which  shall 
carry  our  operations  wide  of  Kingston  and  west- 
ward of  it,  is,  that,  in  the  event  of  its  success,  it 
leaves  the  strength  of  the  enemy  unbroken ;  it  but 
wounds  the  tail  of  the  lion,  and  of  course  is  not 
calculated  to  hasten  the  termination  of  the  war, 
either  by  increasing  our  own  vigor,  or  by  dimin- 
ishing that  of  the  enemy.  Kingston  is  the  great 
depot  of  his  resources ;  and  so  long  as  he  retains 
this,  and  keeps  open  his  communication  with  the 
sea,  he  will  not  want  the  means  of  multiplying 
his  naval  and  other  defences,  and  of  reiniorcing 
or  renewing  the  war  in  the  West.  Kineston, 
therefore,  as  well  on  grounds  of  policy  as  of  mili- 
tary principle,  presents  the  first  and  great  object 
of  the  campaign. 

There  are  two  ways  of  approaching  this ;  by 
direct  or  by  indirect  attack :  by  breaking  down 
the  enemy's  battalions  and  forcing  his  works,  or 
by  seizing  and  obstructing  the  line  of  his  com- 
munication, and  thus  drying  up  the  sources  by 
which  he  is  nourished  and  maintained.   CircaA* 
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atonces  mun  gotrera  in  choosing  between  these 
different  modes.  Were  oar  assembled  land  and 
naral  forces  competent  to  the  object,  a  direct  at- 
tack would,  no  doubt,  be  the  shorter  and  better 
way ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  our  strength  be  in- 
ferior, or  hardly  equal  to  that  of  the  enemy,  the 
indirect  attack  must  be  preferred.  These  consid- 
erations have  suggested  the  third  plan,  to  be  found 
in  my  note  of  the  23d  ultimo.  To  give  execu- 
tion to  this,  I  would  collect  my  force  at  the  head 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  *make  erery  demonstration 
of  attacking  Kingston,  proceed  rapidly  down  the 
riTer,  seize  the  northern  bank  at  the  rillaee  of 
Hamilton,  leare  a  corps  to  fortify  and  to  hold  it, 
inarch  upon  Montreal  with  the  main  body,  effect 
there  a  junction  with  Hampton,  and  take  a  posi- 
tion which  shall  enable  yon  to  secure  what  you 
gain.  On  this  plan  the  navy  would  perform  its 
part  by  occupying  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and 
preventing  a  pursuit  by  water ;  by  clearing  the 
river  of  the  armed  boats  of  the  enemy ;  by  hold- 
ing with  its  own  the  passage  of  Hamilton,  and 
by  giving  support  to  that  position.  If  the  enemy 
pursues,  it  must  be  by  land,  without  subsistence, 
excepting  what  he  carries  on  his  back,  and  with- 
out artiflery.  If  he  remains  stationary,  his  situ- 
ation must  soon  become  even  more  serious,  as  the 
country  in  which  he  is  cannot  long  subsist  him. 
It  will  then  but  remain  for  him  to  fight  his  way 
to  Ctuebec,  to  perish  in  the  attempt,  or  to  lay  down 
his  arms.  Atter  this  exposition,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  add  that,  in  conducting  the  present  campaign, 
you  will  make  Kingston  your  primary  object,  and 
that  you  will  choose,  as  circumstances  may  war- 
rant, between  a  direct  and  indirect  attack  upon 
that  post. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  Gkn.  WiLxmaoiff, 

OommwiySxas  District  No.  9. 


War  Dbpabtmbnt,  Aug*  9, 1813. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  that  part  of  your  letter  of 
the  6th  instant  which  calls  for  information,  &c., 
on  certain  enumerated  points,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state: 

1.  That  General  Hampton's  instructions  go 
only  to  assemble  and  organize  his  division  at 
Burlington.  It  is  intended  that  he  shall  operate 
contemporarily  with  you,  and  under  your  orders, 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  plan  of  campaign  which 
has  been  given  to  you. 

2.  The  senior  Major  General,  commanding  the 
principal  army,  is  entitled  to  the  services  of  a 
private  secretary. 

3.  The  ordnance  and  other  departments  of  sup- 
ply, within  the  district  (No.  9)  are  subject  of 
course  to  your  orders. 

4.  The  Quartermaster  General  of  the  Army 
will  supply  the  funds  for  secret  service. 

5.  All  orders  to  subordinate  officers  pass  from 
the  War  Department  to  the  Adjutant  General, 
to  be  communicated  by  him  to  the  General  cona* 
manding  the  district  in  which  such  subordinate 
officer  may  serve. 


6.  No  specific  permission  is  necessary forie- 
moving  factious  or  disorderly  men.  All  sneh 
will  probably  become  subjects  of  the  conideatial 
reports  to  be  made  by  Inspecfors.  To  detach 
such  men  from  one  oistrict  to  another  is  onlf 
shifting  the  evil;  the  better  way  is  to  report  then 
for  dismission. 

7.  If  the  corps  at  Fort  George  be  recalled,  tki 
works  should  be  razed,  or  occupied  by  a  toot 
competent  to  hold  it  against  an  assaulL  TiicR 
is  a  corps  of  militia  and  volunteers  (to  whtm 
the  Six  Nation  Indians  have  associated  then- 
selves)  at  Black  Rock,  which  may  be  kept  ii 
service.  They  are  commanded  by  General  P» 
ter  and  Mr.  Parrish.  [See  the  confidential  letier 
of  General  Porter,  enclosed.] 

8.  The  Secretary  of  War  will  decline  and /or- 
bid  all  improper  communications,  and  pwtieu- 
larly  such  as  may  bear  any  color. o/*/flfiiibordioa- 
tion. 

9.  Besides  the  ordinary  mode  of  eommuiiica* 
tion,  hj  mail,  expresses  may  be  employed  in  ex- 
traordinary cases. 

10.  The  dragoon  and  light  artillery  corps  shiH 
be  be  made  efficient.  Horses  may  be  bought  far 
both.  An  officer  from  each  corps  shotild  be  £- 
rected  to  superintend  the  purchases.  Price  (arc^ 
age)  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  twenty  dollars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  AKMSTROSa 

Major  General  Wilkinson, 

Commanding  the  Northern  iirmi^ . 


Saokbtt'si  Harbob,  Aug.  21, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  arrived  here  yesterday  :  my  machinefy 
is  in  motion,  an#  I  have  strong  hopes  of  givtaf 
the  change  to  Sir  George,  which  will  lead  di- 
rectly to  the  object  of  first  importance. 

Commodore  Chauncey  is  in  port  here,  aad  bii 
antaji^onist^  Sir  James  Yeo,  at  Kingston.'  la  the 
late  interviews  between  these  naval  commanden^ 
the  first  has  zealouslv  sought  a  combat,  whick 
the  latter  has  cautiously  avoided ;  the  superiority 
on  the  Lake,  therefore,  remains  still  to  be  se^ 
tied ;  but  I  have  Cbauncey's  assurance  for  it,  and 
place  much  confidence  in  his  word.  It  is  obri- 
ously  Sir  James's  plan  to  decline  a  conflict,  bat 
on  what  ground  i  cannot  determine. 

Our  schooner  here  will  be  equipped  and  maaned 
by  Wednesday,  and  I  shall  sail  with  the  sqoai- 
ron  for  Fort  George  probably  the  day  after;  I 
am  endeavoring  to  draw  Sir  George  after  me; 
but  whether  I  succeed  in  this  attempt  or  BOt, 
should  our  men  aad  means  answer  report,  and 
Heaven  favor  me,  1  will  be  in  possession  of  King- 
ston, or  below  that  place,  on  the  fSMi  proximo. 

Major  General  Hampton  must  not  budge  mui 
everything  is  matured  in  this  quarter,  and  we 
have  either  got  ponession  of  Kingston,  or  have 
cut  its  comraunieaiion  with  Montreal,  of  whiek 
I  shall  ffive  him  seasonable  advice,  via  PlatlriNMft 
where  I  shall  calculate  on  his  arrival,  the  aOlkai 
the  ensuing  month,  completely  equipped  fsr  a 
forward  movement,    if  he  cfaaBges  his  pesiciaB, 
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ihows  his  eolamn  vest  of  the  lake  tooDer,  it 
carry  Sir  George  to  Montretl,  and  produce 
LUtioDs  which  might  otherwise  be  neglected 

too  late  for  any  salatarv  effect. 
ke  militia  called  forth  oy  Gtorernor  Tomp- 

of  which,  by  the  by.  you  gaTe  me  no  infor- 
on,  should  not  be  arrayed  before  be  hears 
.  me,  at  Fort  Gteorge,  because  the  assembly 
ich  a  body  would  increase  the  alarm,  and  pot 
Daaada  in  counter  motion,  while  incidents, 
»Dd  the  control  of  man,  may  intervene  to  pro- 
tinate  my  movements,  and  thus  baffle  the  ef- 
>  of  the  proposed  co-operation,  on  the  side  of 
nont :  should  a  corps  of  militia  be  drawn  from 
ce,  no  movement  should  be  made  by  them 
1  General  Hampton  has  crossed  Champlain. 
iwould  be  highly  interesting  to  the  public  ser- 
,  and  extremely  acceptable  to  me,  to  see  you 
fiagara,  from  whence,  should  I  find  it  practi- 
e,  it  is  mv  intention  to  commence  my  move- 
it  down  the  lake^  about  the  15th  of  the  next 
ith  ;  the  best  possible  disposition  for  the  safety 
hat  frontier,  and  for  the  security  of  the  vast 
s  of  ordnance  and  stores^  which  I  must  leave 
*e,  may  render  your  advice  and  authority  in- 
lensabiy  necessary,  to  avert  clamors,  and  pre- 
t  any  obstruction  to  my  prompt  movement. 
(Tith  high  consideration  and  respect,  I  am,  sir, 
r  obedient  servant, 

JA.  WILKINSON, 
[on.  J.  Armstronq,  Se&ry  of  War. 


Sackbtt'b  Harbor,  AugUBt  26, 1813. 

liR :  Chauncey  will  go  out,  be  says,  to-morrow 
aext  day^  to  seek  Sir  James.  I  see  the  neees- 
r  of  settling  the  point  of  naval  superiority  be- 
e  we  commit  ourselves,  and,  therefore,  the  de- 
ion  cannot  be  had  too  soon.  In  the  meantime 
I  essential  arrangements  progress,  and  if  the 
ani  can  be  mustered,  they  will  insure  the  end. 
[  fear  Yeo  will  avoid  a  contest,  to  spin  out  the 
npaign,  and  gain  time  for  reinforcements,  and 
i  organization  of  militia ;  but  if  he  will  not 
me  out,  we  must  blockade  him.  I  go  for  Ni- 
ara  the  moment  our  arrangements  are  matured 
re.    Sir  George  has  actually  gone  for  the  head 

the  lake  with  a  reinforcement.  To  prevent 
I  playing  tricks  with  Boyd,  I  have  sent  him 
ioyd)  the  note  of  which  you  have  a  copy. 
On  Saturday,  the  21st,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
g;alar  troops  ascended  by  Offdensbnrgh  to  Kings- 
11,  and  on  the  23d  and  24th,  they  were  followed 

five  hundred  Highlanders  in  their  kilts ;  who 
nducted  up  one  hundred  boats:  thus  we  see 
at  this  quarter  attracts  chief  attention.  All  my 
Ebrts  will  be  made  to  induce  Sir  Qeoree  to  draw 
ter  him  a  chief  part  of  the  carrison  ofKingston, 
hich  must  now  be  near  five  thousand  strong. 
he  situation  of  Proctor  and  the  irruption  of  our 
idians  have  sone  far  toexcice  these  dispositions, 
[eet  me  at  Niagara,  if  possible,  and  tor  God's 
ike  press  on  the  recruits  from  Albany  and  the 
luth  ward,  and  tend  me  Wads  worth,  Swift,  Fen- 
ick,  and  Izard.  All  thing  go  well  here,  and, 
lank  God,  the  men  are  recovering  rapidly.    I 


hear  not  a  word  from  Hampton.    I  hope  he  does 
not  mean  to  take  the  stud;  but  if  so,  we  can  do 
without  him,  and  he  should  be  sent  home. 
Truly  yours,  JA.  WILKINSON. 

Gen.  Armstrong,  Se&ry  of  War. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 

the  Secretaiy  of  War. 

Saokstt's  Harror,  Aug.  30, 1813. 

Sir  :  With  every  exertion  he  could  make,  it 
was  not  until  the  last  evening  Chauncey  got 
under  way,  and  the  weather  being  calm,  he  must 
be  now  off  this  harbor. 

Agreeably  to  my  information,  Sir  James  Yeo 
sailed  for  the  head  of  the  lake,  the  22d  instant, 
with  two  captured  schooners  in  addition  to  his 
squadron,  no  doubt  to  co-operate  with  Sir  George, 
but  did  not  not  get  clear  of  the  Ducks  before  tne 
25th. 

Brigadier  General  Boyd  is  warned  of  this  move- 
ment, and,  being  placed  on  his  guard,  he  ought 
to  baffle  every  enterprise  of  the  enemy.  What  an 
awful  crisis  have  I  reached  1  If  Sir  George  beats 
Boyd,  and  Sir  James,  Chauncey.  my  prospects 
are  blasted  ;  and  the  campaign  will,  I  fear,  be  lost. 
If  Sir  George  beats  Boyd,  and  Chauncey  beats  Sir 
James,  Kington  yet  may  be  ours;  but  should 
both  the  Knights  be  beaten,  and  our  Ctuartermas- 
ter  can  find  transports  in  season,  (of  which  I  have 
fears,  as  I  found  next  to  none  here,)  then  we  shall 
certainly  winter  in  Montreal,  if  not  discomfited 
by  some  act  of  God.  If  I  could  have  mustered 
three  thousand  combatants  on  this  ground,  witb 
transports  to  bear  them,  I  would  now  have  been 
before  Kingston,  where  Sir  Georc^e  has  left  only 
one  thousand  five  hundred  regular  troops,  and 
about  five  hundred  militia;  but  our  utmost  force 
is  short  of  two  thousand  five  hundred,  as  yoa 
will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  return  ;  and  we 
could  not  have  found  boats  to  transport  one 
thousand. 

The  enemy. having  determined  to  change  his 
system  of  operations,  from  defence  to  offence,  is 
assembling  his  whole  disposable  force  at  the  head 
of  the  lake,  to  attack  Fort  George  ;  thus  placing 
himself  at  too  great  a  distance  from  Montreal  to 
give  seasonable  succor  to  that  city  :  he  certainly 
presumes  on  our  ImbecilitjT;  Rud  we  as  certainly 
should  take  advantage  of  his  presumption. 

.  The  militia  called  for  should,  therefore,  be  im- 
mediately arrayed,  and  marched  to  this  frontier, 
and  Major  GK?neral  Hampton  should,  without 
delay,  cross  the  Champlain.  and  commence  his 
movement  towards  St.  Johns,  taking  the  Isle  aux 
Noix  in  his  route,- or  not,  as  circumstances  may 
justify. 

Four  thousand  of  the  best  appointed  yeomanry 
should  be  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Hamilton,  on 
the  St.  Lawrence,  for  eventual  operations  with 
this  division;  ana  the  residue  may  accompany 
or  follow  Hampton,  to  draw  the  militia  of  Mob- 
treal,  and  the  disposable  force  of  the  lower  coun- 
try, to  the  east  or  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  thereby 
make  the  island  an  easy  conquest  from  this 
I  quarter. 
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Sir  George  Prerost,  it  would  seem,  has  taken 
his  part,  and,  deluded  by  the  hope  of  re-conquest, 
has  abandoned  his  rear  to  our  enterprise,  and  we 
might  now,  without  the  co-operation  of  our  squad- 
ron, safely  occupy  Madrid,  and  cut  the  commu- 
nication of  the  two  provinces  with  this  division 
only,  if  we  had  transport ;  but  of  this  we  are  to- 
tally destitute,  everv  boat  we  command  here  be- 
ing at  this  time  absent,  with  a  detachment  of 
eight  hundred  men,  ordered  to  make  a  feint  to 
the  westward,  under  pretence  of  reinforcing  Ni- 
agara, before  I  was  apprized  of  Sir  Greorge's 
movements. 


Sackett's  Harbor,  At^.  30, 1813, 

5  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Sir:  I  have  commenced,  barely,  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  department  of  intelligence:  an  m- 
telligencer  left  fongston,  or  its  vicinity,  last  eve- 
ning, to  tell  me  that  Sir  George  Prevost  had 
commenced  his  operations  against  Boyd,  and  had 
driven  in  his  pickets  and  taken  sixty  or  seventy 
prisoners,  but  had  been  repulsed  from  his  line 
of  encampment.  The  militia  of  Montreal  are  at 
Kingston,  and  reinforcements,  bv  single  hundreds, 
are  arriving  frequently;  four  hundred  men  are 
expected  in  the  course  of  the  week. 

The  force  at  Kingston  is  two  thousand  men 
(regulars  fifteen  Jiundred,  militia  five  hundred.) 
Major  General  Darrach  commands,  and  they  are 
assiduously  strengthening  their  works.  Sir  James 
Yeo  sailed  with  six  weeks'  provisions,  expressly 
to  co-operate  with  Sir  George  at  the  head  of  the 
lake ;  a  double  battle  and  a  double  victory  ofier  a 
strong  temptation ;  but  I  will  not  be  diverted  from 
my  course. 

I  have  written  Gk)vernor  Tompkins  on  thesuln 
ject  of  a  draught  of  militia,  for  the  strait  of  Ni- 
a|;ara,  to  supply  the  absence  of  our  troops  of  the 
line,  and  prevent  clamor,  but  have  not  been  so 
happy  as  to  receive  an  acknowledgment  of  my 
letter. 

With  perfect  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

JA.  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec^ry  of  War. 


War  Departmjunt,  Sackbtt's  Harbor, 

September  6, 1813. 

Dear  General:  I  arrived  here  yesterday. 
Nothing  new,  except  that  Prevost  has  returned  to 
Kingston.  Gknerai  Hampton  will  go  through 
the  campaign  cordially  and  vigorously,  but  will 
resign  at  the  end  of  it.  He  wilT  be  ready  to  move 
by  the  20th,  with  an  effective  rcffular  force  of 
four  thousand,  and  a  militia  detachment  of  one 
thousand  five  hundred.  On  the  supposition  that 
Sir  Qeorge  had  decidedly  taken  his  part,  and  had 
chosen  the  peninsula  as  his  champ  de  bataille,  I 
had  ordered  Hampton  to  move  immediately 
against  the  Isle  aux  Noix.  Two  thousand  mili- 
tia will  be  promptly  assembled  at  Champion, 
twenty-four  miles  from  this  place,  and  on  the 
xoute  to  the  St.  Lawrence.  The  place  was  se- 
lected as  offering  two  objects,  and  of  course  lear- 


ing  his  knightship  to  guess.  To  have  poshed 
them  directly  to  Ogdensborg  woold  not  kavefaad 
that  advantage.  A  larger  draught  would  kave 
been  difiicult.  Another  view  of  the  soUeet  is, 
that  this  part  of  the  plan  cannot  be  coaMcd  la 
militia  exclusively;  they  mast  be  propped  by  a 
regular  corps,  otherwise  the  back  door  may  aot 
be  sufficiently  closed  and  barred. 

The  battle  on  the  lake !  Shall  we  have  omT 
If  Yeo  fights  and  is  beaten,  all  will  be  weU.  If 
he  does  not  fight,  the  result  may  also  be  favoiaUe. 

Yours,  cordially, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONa 

Greneral  Wilkinson. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Fort  Gborgs.  September  11, 1813. 

"  I  have  indulged  the  hope,  for  several  daya  past, 
that  I  should  have  been  enabled  to  address  youia 
propria  per9ona,  but  in  this  I  hare  been  baffled 
Dj  a  severe  and  unremitting  malady,  whick 
Obliges  me  to  resort  to  the  pen  of  a  eommsi 
friend. 

^  I  reached  this  place  the  erening  of  the  foordt 
Commodore  Chauncey  at  that  lime  occopted  the 
harbor ;  and  Sir  James  Yeo,  with  the  Britnk 
sQuadron,  was  vaporing  in  front  of  iL  This  state 
01  things  continued,  without  any  maieri ai  cAaage, 
until  the  evening  of  the  7th,  whea  a  light  land 
breeze  gav«  to  the  Commodore  ao  opportunity  of 
standing  out  to  meet  the  enemy.  The  twa 
squadrons  were  about  two  leagaes  asaader,  d 
consequence  an  action  appeared  inevitable :  yet 
so  it  has  happened,  that,  since  that  period,  until 
about  Awe  o'clock,  yesterday,  P.  M.,  these  two  na- 
val armaments  have  kept  from  four  to  eight  mAs 
distant,  without  haviuff  exchanged  a  siagle  ahol, 
or  done  to  each  other  the  smallest  visible  damage^ 
the  British  uniformly  on  the  retreat,  aad  &e 
American  in  pursuit. 

^  General  Peter  B.  Porter  left  me  to-day,  prop* 
erly  authorized  and  instructed  to  brin^  into  oper- 
ation a  corps  of  the  Six  Nation  Indians,  whiek 
he  proposes  to  increase  to  one  thousand  men,  by 
volunteers  from  the  militia,  and  is  disposed  tokc 
busy  and  active  wherever  he  may  be  directed. 

*'  I  hear  nothing  of  Bri^dier  General  McCive 
and  the  New  York  militia.  I  shall  mature  af 
plans  for  embarcation  as  rapidly  as  the  difiieaitia 
which  may  oppose  me  can  be  removed ;  bat  «t 
are  ^eatly  deficient  in  transport,  and  have  aot 
received  a  single  boat  from  Oswego  or  any  oi&er 
place.  Strong  shallops  and  slip-keels  are  aeeea- 
sary  to  the  transport  of  the  heavy  cannon,  ord- 
nance store8|  ammunition,  clothing,  dtc 

"  I  am  writing  to  Bomford  for  many  thian 
which  I  was  assured  I  should  find  here,  and  i 
pray  you  to  put  him  on  the  alert,  or  I  may  be 
cauffht  in  the  snow. 

"I  dictate  this  under  much  depression  of  had 
and  stomach,  and  am,  with  great  respect  aad  9* 
teem,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

"JAMES  WILKINSON.' 
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i  of  a  I«tt6r  firom  General  Wilkinflon  to  the  8eo- 
reUury  of  War,  dated 

Fort  Gboroe,  September  16. 1813. 

lave  escaped  from  myr  pallet,  and  with  a 
head  and  trembling  band,  will  eodearor  to 

you  a  few  lines,  the  first  I  have  written 
nv  arrival  here. 

itn  respect  to  the  advance  squadrons,  we 
11  without  one  word  of  aathentie  informa- 
ut  we  are  entertained  by  daily  rumors,  as 
nd  extravagant  as  they  are  inconsistent  and 
dictory.  I  hope  we  may  soon  have  an  end 
I  atate  of  uncertainty,  which  damps  our  ex- 
B,  and  retards  our  measures. 
tie  removal  of  the  main  body  of  the  troops 
:his  position  is  an  opNpration  of  great  deli- 
and  interest;  and  it  was  therefore  your 
rce  here  would  have  been  more  important 
dsewhere. 

am  not  authorized  to  abandon  this  useless 
ancy,  and  therefore  it  must  be  mainuined 
St  the  united  British  force  in  its  vicinity. 
cure  the  end,  and  nothing  must  be  hazarded, 
equire  a  serious  drain  from  our  best  troops, 
I  enfeebles  our  too  feeble  force  for  the  main 
c«  The  head  of  the  militia  under  McClure 
ot  yet  shown  itself;  when  it  does,  (if  in  any 
labie  time,)  and  we  have  conferred,  I  shall 
Iter  enabled  to  develop  the  intricate  path  be- 
ne. But,  in  the  mean  time,  alas !  sir,  the 
1  will,  I  iear,  be  lost. 

he  Indians  enter  into  eur  views  with  great 
and  I  look  for  a  corps  of  at  least  five  hun- 
oaeo  in  eiffht  days ;  whether  to  i^lteve  De 
tDberg  of  nve  or  six  hundred  of  his  effective 
k»efore  I  turn  my  back  on  him,  will  be  deter^ 
1  by  considerations  of  policv  in  relation  to 
ed  allies  and  the  militia,  and  the  fate  of  our 
Iron.  The  enemy  profess  to-day  a  total  ig- 
ice  of  the  occurrence,  of  an  action  between 
i|uadrons. 

n  the  course  of  sixteen  days,  the  enemy  have 
sixty-five  men  by  desertion,  we  barely  six. 
Bount  4,600  on  P^P^f)  ^^^  could  show  about 
I  combatants.  The  enemy,  from  the  best  in- 
ation  we  have,  have  about  3,00Q  men  on 
r,  of  whom  1,400  are  sick.  Shall  I  make  a 
p  of  them  or  nor.  at  the  hazard  of  our  main 
;t  ?  Not  unless  that  main  object  is  jeoparded 
I e  fate  of  our  squadrons — it  would  require  an 
ation  of  three  weeks ;  but  my  views  are  for- 
I,  and  I  shall  not  abandon  the  prospect  while 
f  of  hope  remains. 

.  have  received  your  letters  to  the  6th,  from 
ceti'6  Harbor,  and  thank  you  for  them*.  For 
'  comfort,  the  men  her%  are  gaining -health, 

with  their  officers,  breathe  an  ardent  spirit 
torn  bar." 


wet  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Becratary  of  War,  dated 

FoBT  Qborqb,  September  18, 1813. 
•BAR  Qbncral  :  Acciden  t  detained  the  express 
evening,  and  gives  me  an  opportunity  to  drop 
another  line. 


Not  a  word  more  of  Chauncey;  what  has  be- 
come of  him  ?  I  pray  you  to  decide  whether  I 
am  to  move  with  or  without  any  further  know- 
ledge of  the  squadron. 

From  the  enclosed.  No.  2,  it  would  appear  that 
the  enemy  expect  tranquil  Winter  quarters  in 
this  neighborhood ;  for  the  number  of  barracks 
proposed  to  be  built  will  not  receive  more  than 
1,400  or  1,600  men,  including  guards,  ordinary 
and  extraordinary,  stow  them  as  you  can ;  but, 
shall  I  have  the  enemy  within  four  miles  of  this 
place,  making  a  wide  in  vestiture  of  it  from  Clueens* 
town  to  Four  Mile  creek ;  or  shall  I  break  him 
up  ?  With  our  prospects  the  decision  is  embar- 
rassing ;  change  them,  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
chief  design,  and  our  course  is  direct,  viz :  to  take 
possession  at  Burlington  Bay,  and  cut  up  or  cap- 
ture the  whole  division  in  this  quarter,  which 
may  be  estimated  at  3,000  regular  troops.  I  pray' 
you  to  deliberate  on  these  points,  and  give  me 
your  advice  without  delay. 

I  have  despatched  an  express  to  — *,  for  (Gen- 
eral McClure,  of  whom  I  have  heard  nothio|f 
since  my  last ;  but  to  supply  the  defect  of  his  si- 
lence, the  enclosed  copy  ot  a  communication  from 
a  committee,  of  which  P.  B.  Porter  is  chief,  will 
fully  suffice.  I  have  responded  in  the  most  cour- 
teous termi.  making  reference  to  you  for  your  de- 
termination on  the  momentous  occasion,  as  you 
will  perceive  from  my  answer.  Now,  let  me  en- 
treat you  to  weigh  these  propositions,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  possible  failure  of  the  militia, 
and  the  substitution  in  such  case  of  these  volun- 
teera;  for,  in  the  present  crisis,  we  should,  if  pos- 
sible, render  ^  assurance  doubly  sure."  The  letter 
of  David  Rodman  (a  stranger)  is  also  transmit- 
ted for  consideration.  Let  me  have  your  answer, 
and  tell  me  how  to  act  as  speedily  as  possible,  I 
beseech.  The  boats  from  Oswego  have  not  yet 
arrived. 

I  am  feeble  to  childhood,  but  shall  look  at  the 
troops  in  battalion  on  Tuesday. 
Truly  yours. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Secr'y  of  War. 


Fort  Gborub,  September  18, 1813. 

Sir  :  1  am  ordered  by  General  Wilkinson  to 
forward  the  enclosed  papers:  one,  a  letter  from  a 
committee  of  three,  of  which  P.  B.  Porter  is  the 
first;  and  the  other  a  letter  from  Daniel  Rodman, 
the  omn  of  an  association  of  residents  in  and 
near  (^nandaigua. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

H.  LEE,  Jr., 
Major  of  htfatUry^  A.  D,  C. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Secr^y  6f  War. 

Blaok  Rock,  September  17, 1813. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  encouragements  from 
General  Boyd,  that  a  general  and  decisive  move- 
ment was  about  to  be  ipade  by  the  army,  and  that 
an  additional  force  was  desirable,  we  repaired  to 
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Fort  Qeo!ge,  about  fiFe  weeks  ago,  with  fire  han- 
dred  men,  coosisting  of  volunteers,  militia,  and 
Indians.  Most  of  us  remained  there  for  twelve 
or  fourteen  days,  but  our  ho|>e8  not  being  realized, 
the  men  contiauallyr  dispersed  and  went  home ; 
not,  however,  without  expectations,  again  encour- 
aged bv  Generals  Boyd  and  Williams,  that  we 
should  be  shortly  called  on  again  to  aid  in  opera- 
tions whicjh  the  people  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
80  long  harassed  by  the  calamities  of  war,  feel 
so  strong  an  interest  in  forwarding.  Under  sim- 
ilar expectations,  many  of  our  friends  in  the  inte- 
rior have  intimated  to  us  their  readiness  to  join 
with  respectable  reiaforcements  on  the  shortest 
notice ;  and  we  are  informed  that  one  compaov, 
about  seventy  strong,  is  actually  on  its  march, 
and  will  arrive  here  to-day  or  to-morrow. 

We  are  at  this  moment  much  at  a  loss  how  to 
act,  and  our  difficulty  is  increased  by  the  various 
rumors  and  conjectures  circulated  by  the  different 
officers  daily  arriving  from  headquarters;  some 
of  whom  represent  that  no  offensive  operations 
are  to  be  undertaken  oa  this  frontier,  but  that  the 
regular  army  is  immediately  to  be  marched,  either 
to  the  Blast  to  attack  Kingston,  or  to  the  West  to 
join  Qeneral  Harrison.  Others  state,  that  an  at- 
tack is  to  be  made  on  the  British  forces  in  the 
vicinity  of  this  place. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  are  induced  to 
inquire  of  you.  whether  such  a  force  as  we  have 
it  in  our  power  to  raise  U  desired  by  you  to  effect- 
uate your  plans;  and,  if  so,  in  what  numbers,  and 
at  what  time  ?  If  your  object  be  to  salljr  out  upon 
the  enemv  at  Fort  George,  we  could  bring  you  a 
respectable  force.  But,  on  the  contrary,  if  you 
meditate  an  attack  at  some  other  point,  and  the 
withdrawal  of  the  regular  troops  from  Fort  George, 
and  placing  this  frontier  on  the  defensive  only,  by 
means  of  militia,  we  would  observe  that  our  pre- 
pared force  is  of  such  a  character  as  could  not  be 
enffaged  in  this  service. 

Upon  the  supposition  that  you  intend  to  with- 
draw the  regular  troops  from  this  frontier,  we 
bes  leave  to  submit  a.  proposition  for  your  con- 
sideration. 

We  believe  we  lire  not  incorrect  in  saying  that 
it  would  require  nearly  quite  as  great  a  force  to 
defend  this  line  of  frontier  against  a  given  force 
of  the  enemy,  as  it  would  to  attack  and  subdue 
that  enemy.  Bir  George  Prevost  has  ordered  the 
militia  of  the  upper  province  to  be  called  out  en 
masse.  They  are  to  assemble  on  Saturday  next. 
And  if,  after  your  departure,  the  enemy  opposite 
here  should  take  it  in  his  head  to  retain  all  his 
regular  force,  and  play  off  his  skill  against  the 
inexperience  of  our  militia,  we  might  have  occa- 
sion to  fear  a  repetition  of  former  scenes  in  the 
present  war. 

Our  proposition  (in  case  of  your  leaving  this 
place)  is,  that  we  be  permitted  to  raise,  between 
this  and  the  first  of  October,  a  volunteer  force  of 
from  1,000  to  1,200  men,  exclusive  of  Indians. 
That  we  add  to  it  as  many  of  the  militia  stationed 
on  the  lines  as  may  be  willing  to  join  us.  That 
we  be  furnished  with  a  small  train  (say  four 
pieces)  of  artillery,  with  experienced  officers,  and 


men  to  fi|^  them ;  and  that  with  tkk  iant  wc 
be  authorized  to  invade  the  eaemy's  coaatry. 

Should  you  think  proper  to  coiuer  such  la  au- 
thority on  us,  and  direct  that  the  voIuAtccxs  ilbaU 
be  furnished  with  arms,  ammunition,  pcoviaoai^ 
dtc,  and  receive  pay  while  in  actual  service,  ve 
pledge  our  lives  tbat,  before  the  close  of  the  sea- 
son, we  will  occupy  the  whole  of  the  valnahk 
and  populous  peninsula,  opposite  this  river,  aai 
either  capture,  destroy,  or  disperse, all  iheenemfH 
force  in  this  quarter. 

You  may,  perhaps,  make  it  convenieat  to  scai 
an  answer  by  the  bearer,  Captain  HalL 

We  are,  sir,  most  respectfully^  your  obedicat 
servants, 

PETER  B.  PORTER, 
CYRENIDS  GHAPIN, 
JOSEPH  McCLURE. 

Maj.  Gen.  Wilkinson. 


Canandaigua,  ^Oemker  14,  ISL3. 

Sir  :  A  large  number  of  patriocie  eitizem  of 
this  and  the  adjacent  towns^  anxious  to  do  their 
duty  in  a  crisis  so  interescing  to  the  natioa  ie 
general,  and  to  this  part  of  the  cooatry  in  partiei- 
Far,  have  associated  themaelvea  to  volunteer  their 
services  to  the  Uaited  States  for  the  residne  of 
the  campaign  at  least. 

In  order  to  effectuate  their  intentioBs,  howem 
it  will  be  necessary  that  their  movemeats  ahoBld 
receive  your  approbation  and  sanetioo;  aiN/  chat 
they  should  be  assured  that  the  eoffis^  whether  a 
company,  battalion*  or  (as  is  pottihle}a  regiment, 
should  be  received,  organized,  and  coanteaaneci 
by  your  order  and  authority.  The  lateness  of  the 
season,  and.  the  anxiety  of  the  members,  iadacc 
us  to  request  an  early  and  authoritative  reply, 
^hat  the  association  may  t>e  equipped  aeeoidKif 
to  law.  and  be  useful  to  their  country  this  seaaoa. 
It  may  not  be  hardly  decorous  for  us  to  say  it,  bat 
we  must  observe  that  the  subscribes  wiU  prove 
to  be  obedient  and  brave  soldiers. 

la  their  behalf,  I  am,  respectfully,  year  ohe 
dieat  servant, 

DANIEL  RODMAir. 

Maj.  Gen.  Wilkirbon, 
or  officer  commanding  Fknt  Qtorge. 


Fort  Georoe,  September  IS,  1813^ 

GaNTLEMEM :  Your  letter  of  yesterday,  whiek 
reached  me  last  evening,  gives  yoa  a  cJaim  a 
my  acknowledgments,  and  to  those  of  your  cost- 
try.  But,  as  I  am  altogether  unauthorized,  hf 
law  or  instruction,  to  sanction  your  plan  for  the 
levy  of  ft  body  of  voluateers,  and  sm  your  antici- 
pations, propositions,  and  suggestions  embrace  a 
range  and  a  character  upon  which  I  have  neither 
right  nor  authority  to  deliberate,  I  have  consid- 
ered it  my  duty  to  transmit  a  copy  of  your  letta 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  now  at  Saclrett^s  Ar- 
bor, by  express,  for  his  deliberation  and  decisoa. 

I  hope  he  may  find  it  convenient  and  proper  id 
meet  your  views,  and  have  only  to  add,  tbat  yen 
shall  be  advised  of  his  answer,  without  a  ao- 
ment's  delay,  after  it  may  reach  my  hands. 
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h  high  consideration  and  respect,  I  h%Y9 
nor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

h 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 
Peteb  B.  Porter, 
Major  Cyrenius  Chapin,  and 
Joseph  McClurb. 


Saokett's  Harbor,  Sept.  18. 1813. 
lr  General:   Our  information  from  the 
side  of  the  lake  .amounts  to  this:  Prevost 

0  Montreal;  the  whole  regular  force  in 
ton  consists  of  ten  companies  of  De  Water- 
regiment  ;  that  at  Preseott,  of  two  compa- 
f  the  same  corps  and  about  forty  artillerists. 

Waterrille's  regiment  was  made  op  in 
,  is  composed  of  Poles,  Germans,  Spaniards, 
muguese,  and  completely  disaffected.  Wbat 
ious  moment,  my  friend,  is  this ! 
t  Commodore  was  brought  back  to  us  ^es- 

by  ad rerse  winds.  He  goes  this  morning ; 
;  the  great  objects  of  the  campaign  be  haz- 
by  running  after  Yeo;  these  accomplished, 
30  is  run.  Kinzstoo,  or  the  point  below, 
,  all  aboTe  perishes,  because  the  tree  is  then 
d. 

(peaking  of  your  artillery,  you  do  not  in- 
the  guns  taken  at  Fort  George,  and  which 
e  necessarir  for  its  defence.  A  small  gar- 
will  be  sufficient  against  assault ;  siege  we 
lot  dread.  It  is  already  too  late  to  li?e  in 
les.  Porter  f  of  the  artiilerj)  would  do  well 
amand  the  place.  Tell  him  from  me  he  is 
{adier  by  brevet. 
ft  means  of  transportation  are  a9w  with  you ; 

1  your  march,  and  may  God  bless  you  in  all 
enterprises. 

Tours,  truly  and  always, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 
aeral  Wilkinson.  * 


It  is  material,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  fol- 
lowing and  cutting  our  rear,  that  some  compe- 
tent force  should  talce  post  on  the  St.  Lawrence, 
below  Kingston  ;  and  I  pray  of  you  to  make  this 
arranffement  with  Chauncey.  Before  I  left  Sack- 
ett's  Harbor,  I  ordered  a  dozen  slip-keeled  boats, 
to  carry  fifty  men  each,  and  to  row  thirty  oars,  to 
be  armed  with  a  light  cannon  in  their  bow.  This 
armament  is  to  sweep  the  St.  Lawrence  of  the 
enemy's  sunboats,  and  to  take  post  in  advance, 
when  and  wherever  it  may  be  advisable.  I  beg 
you,  if  necessary  on  your  part,  to  give  effect  to 
this  order. 

''We  have  just  received  advice  confirmatorj 
of  a  naval  combat  on  Lake  Erie,  in  which  it  is 
said  Perry  has  taken  the  whole  British  squadron, 
on  the  10th  instant,  and  brought  the  vessels  into 
'  Putney  harbor,  at  the  islands,'  his  own  vessel, 
the  Lawrence,  barely  capable  of  being  floated. 
The  action  lasted  six  hours.  This  will  cancel 
your  news  from  our  Commodore.  The  enclosed 
letter  from  General  McClure  breathes  a  good 
spirit,  but  he  will  not  be  up  for  several  days.  In 
tne  meantime  I  shall  prepare  his  orders,  to  be 
ready  to  ffive  him  the  command. 

^  A  body  of  horse,  a  ^mall  one,  at  that  point 
where  the  fate  of  the  island  is  to  be  decided  by 
combat  (for  I  believe  not  that  we  shall  set  pos- 
session of  Montreal  without  a  battle)  will  be  in- 
valuable. Burn  has  been  ordered  hence,  some- 
time before  my  arrival,  to  recruit  his  cavalry, 
and  prepare  them  for  action,  and  I  shall  order 
him  by  express  to-morrow  to  incline  by  indirect 
dilatory  marches  towards  Hamilton,  there  to  look 
for  further  orders,  somewhere  about  Antwerp,  or 
that  quarter.  From  Denmark  or  Champion  he 
is  to  advise  the  commanding  officer  at  Saekett's 
Harbor  of  his  movements. 

''  De  Rottenberg  is  under  the  full  belief  that  I 
mean  to  attack  him,  and  I  shall  keep  up  the  de- 
lusion as  Iquf  as  poesible 


Bts  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretaxy  of  War,  dated 

"  Septbmber  20, 1813. 
am  well  again,  and  that's  a  good  thing;  for 
e  been,  during  my  sickness,  somewhat  of  a 
fungUB, 

[ow.  indeed,  would  be  a  fine  time  to  slip  into 
t.  Lawrence,  if  Chauncey  could  keep  Sir 
s  blockaded  above  Kingston,  and  command 
ver  below  at  the  same  time,  and  our  prepa- 
16  were  completely  matured;  but  it  is  an 
ilean  task  to  extract  order  from  chaos.  No 
has,  or  shall  be,  lost  on  my  part ;  but  we 
>t,  when  prepared  at  all  points,  control  the 
B.  It  was  last  night,  only,  the  transports 
Oswego  arrived ;  and,  if  I  am  not  hardly 
ted  by  weather,  I  hope  I  shall  have  one 
tand  men  afloat  by  the  26tb,  and  complete 
mbarcation  on  the  30lh;  after  which,  until 
>ach  Grenadier  Island.  I  must  look  to  our 
Iron  and  the  heavens  for  safety. 
Ibauncey  tells  me  he  is  liable  to  be  blown  ofT 
his.  station,  and,  in  spch  case,  Sir  James 
slip  out  by  him,  but  promisee  to  follow  him* 


*^  The  snail's  pace  of  the  reinforcements  ap- 
proaching this  division,  and,  pardon  me,  their  di- 
rection and  route,  occasion  me  surprise.  Of  what 
avail  will  be  the  detachments  under  Colonels 
Randolph  and  Coles  *  which  are^  I  lelWrn,  from 
Washington,  on  their  march  to  this  place,  where 
they  cannot,  or  will  not,  arrive  before  the  15th 
proximo  ?  If  these  detachments  had  been  ordered 
on  by  all  the  available  water  communications 
from  Annapolis  to  Albany,  they  could  have 
reached  Sacxett's  Harbor  in  season,  and  a  column 
of  eight  hundred  men  would  have  been  found  an 
important  desideratum  in  our  impending  opera-, 
tions.  Where,  also,  are  the  one  thousand  men 
reported  to  me  by  Colonel  Duane  as  being  ready 
for  march,  before  I  reached  Philadelphia  ?  I  must 
hope,  near  Sackett's  Harbor.  I  put  these  ques- 
tions to  you  that  I  may  apprize  you  of  facts,  that 
you,  with  whom  it  rests,  may  apply  the  remedy, 
for  I  find  we  possess  little  military  subordination 
or  respect,  and  that  a  chief  of  an  army  is  obeyed 
more  from  courtesy  than  principle  or  professional 
obligations. 

*  These  corps  arrived  in  time. 
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"  I  send  this  by  the  privateer  Fox  to  Commo- 
dore Ghauocey,  with  a  request  that  be  accelerate 
its  progress  to  you.  This  place  neither  stops  a 
gap,  extends  our  possessions,  nor  covers  or  pro- 
tects a  country;  it  is  good  for  nauffht,  bat  to 
command  the  ground  it  occupies,  and,  therefore, 
I  shall  dismantle  and  abandon  it." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major 
General  Wilkinson,  dated 

"  Sackett's  Harbor,  Sept,  22, 1813.. 

**  Dear  General:  Your  letters  of  the  16th,  17tb, 
and  18th  instants,  have  been  this  moment  re- 
ceived ;  I  hasten  to  answer  them.  The  main  ob- 
ject must  be  prosecuted.  Chauncey  is  not  broken 
down ;  he  can  and  will  command  the  lake,  and, 
while  he  does  so,  our  position  at  Fort  Qeorge  may 
be  maintained.  If  the  enemy's  sick  list  amounts 
to  one  thousand  four  hundred  out  of  three  thou- 
sand, the  enemy  can  undertake  nothing  with  ef- 
fect. In  this  view  of  the  subject,  close  with  P. 
B.  Porter's  proposition,  made  in  the  following 
words,  viz:  *Our  proposition  (in  ease  of  your 
leaving  this  place)  is,  that  we  be  permitted  to 
raise,  between  this  and  tt^  1st  of  October,  a  vol- 
unteer force  of  from  one  thousand  to  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  men,  exclusive  of  Indians; 
that  we  add  to  it  as  many  of  the  militia  stationed 
OD  the  lines  as  may  be  willine  to  join  us ;  that 
we  be  furnished  with  a  small  tram,  (say  four 
pieces  of  field  artillery,  with  experienced  officers 
and  men  to  fight  them,)  and  that  with  this  force 
we  be  authorized  to  invade  the  enemy's  country.' 

'^  Rodman's  corps  may  join  Porter.  Any  vol- 
unteers you  may  have  with  the  army,  whose 
times  are  near  expiring,  and  who  are  desirous  of 
continuing  .in  service,  may  do  so,  also.  We  will 
cover  the  whole  by  a  requisition  upon  Governor 
Tompkins  for  additional  militia. 

'^The  enemy's  fleet  have  left  the  Chesapeake, 
I  believe,  for  Halifax,  whence  the  land  troops  are 
to  be  sent  into  (Canada — another  motive  for  quick 
movements, 

^  My  last  letters  by  Chauncey,  of  the  18th  or 
19th,  gav4  you  all  we  yet  know.  Prevost  has 
left  Kingston,  it  is  said  for  Quebec,  more  probably 
for  Montreal. 

"  Yours,  faithfully  and  ever, 

"  JOHN  ARMSTRONG." 


Niagara.  Sept,  27, 1813,  6  d^dock^  A,  M. 

,  Dear  Sir:  I  received,  at  eight  o'clock  last 
evening,  your  interesting  letter  of  the  22d,  and 
shall  employ  its  authorizations  to  the  best  possi- 
ble effect. 

Fifteen  hundred  men  were  embarked,  with 
orders  to  sail  the  day  before  yesterday,  but  a 
strong  easterly  wind  has  made  it  impossible  to 
move. 

The  whole  force  (say  three  thousand  com- 
batants^ after  deducting  the  garrisons  of  Forts 
Qeorge  and  Niagara)  were  ready  for  embarca- 
tion  yesterday,  and,  as  the  weather  is  serene  at 
this  moment,  I  hope  the  whole  may  be  able  to 


move  at  dusk  this  day ;  I  say,  at  dusk,  because  I 
am  desirous  to  keep  my  neighbors  andct  a  deln* 
sion  as  long  as  possible ;  they  are  perple^  as  to 
my  intentions,  and  will  not  be  able  to  peaetrate 
them  before  tbey  have  discovered-  the  coarse  of 
my  flotilla. 

I  have  authentic  information  from  Yoiktbe 
evening  of  the  24th  instant.  The  brigade  of 
militia  in  the  vicinity  were  required  to  asaeoiblc 


the  25th 2  and  six  hundred  men  of  the  41st 
49th  regiments,  second  battalion,  were  daily  ex- 
pected there  on  their  route  to  this  neighborhood. 
This  is  good;  and  still  better,  three  spacious  block 
houses  are  ordered  by  Sir  George  to  be  erected 
at  York. 

But,  sir,  here  is  one  drawback:  the  lantab'zing 
Sir  James  Teo  was  in  shore  with  his  fleet,  on  the 
evening  of  the  24th,  (Friday,)  about  twenty- 
eight  miles  east  of  Vork.  Where  he  is  now  we 
know  not,  for  he  has  not  since  been  heard  of,  and 
Chauncey  is  just  sending  out  the  I^i^  of  iha 
Lake  and  the  Neptune  to  reconnoitre  York,  and 
the  coast  in  that  quarter.  What  may  be  th« 
views  of  the  Knight  ?  To  gasconade,  to  retard 
mv  movement,  or  to  enable  De  Rottenberg  to 
follow  me.  I  am  unable  to  divine  i  but  will  not  be 
longer  delayed,  and,  therefore,  shall  be  cweaty 
miles  to  the  eastward  before  to-morrow  momis{^ 
should  the  weather  permit.  If  Sir  James  can  he 
discovered.  Chauncey  will  seek  him ;  otherwise^ 
be  will  sail  with  me  to  cover  my  left  flank.. 

As  we  have  not  a  moment  to  lose,  I  shai/  pro- 
ceed directly  to  Grenadier*  island,  wria'ng  you, 
and  sending  orders  to  the  commaoding officer, by 
a  despatch  Doat,  enpoMetmL 

After  all,  we  are  so  straitened  for  transport  that 
we  shall  not  find  room  for  more  than  fiLfieen  dayV 
provisions ;  indeed,  we  have  little  more  to  spare 
from  this  position,  and,  therefore,  our  sole  de- 
pendence must  be  on  the  magazines  at  Sackett's 
Harbor,  which  the  contractor  should  be  person- 
ally advised.  Heaven  protect  you  ! 
Truly  yours, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 
Hon.  JbHN  Arm^bono, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Fort  Gbobqb,  Ocf.  2, 1813. 

Dbar  Sir:  Since  my  last,  of  the  17th  instaat, 
I  have  had  difficulties,  perplexities,  and  nnxietia, 
sufficient  to  discompose  a  saint. 

Commodore  Chauncey  having  ascertained  that 
the  British  squadron  was  on  the  opposite  eoas^ 
agreeably  to  the  information  I  had  given  him, 
left  port  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  to  look  for  it; 
on  the  moroin§[  of  the  28th  we  discovered  our 
squadron  off  this  place  about  mid-chaaad.  and 
standing  for  the  York  shore;  about  12  o*dock, 
though  very  distant,  we  discovered  it  was  warmly 
engaged — the  enemy  to  leeward,  and  searecly 
discernible;  we  could,  with  our  glasses,  distin- 
guish the  Pike  firing  both  her  batteries,  and  fre- 


*  I  had  detMmiaed  on  tfds  point  of 
fore  I  heard  lirom  Genend  Brown. 
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r  eDTeloped  in  smoke.  >  The  eDemy  were 
towards  the  head  of  the  lake,  ana  ahoQt 
sk  we  lost  sight  of  our  steromost  Tessel, 
lion  still  eontinuiog.  From  that  period, 
esterday  morning,  I  was  kept  in  suspense 
le  issue  of  the  action ;  the  wind  blowing  a 
om  the  soatheast,  and  producing  such  a 
s  made  it  impossible  for  our  privateers  to 
le  lake;  and  of  course  mj  flotula  was  con- 
)  port  with  the  troops,  either  on  board,  or 
ped  on  the  beach.  The  evening  before  the 
ir  whole  fleet  (alone)  were  discovered 
;  down  the  lake.  In  the  course  of  the  night 
ime  to,  off  Four  Mile  creek,  and  yesterday 
ig  the  Commodore  presented  himself.  Our 
itions  on  the  action  were  in  the  main  cor* 
rcept  that  the  battle  was  fought  by  the 
one,  (or  next  to  it,)  who,  having  carried 
lir  James's  mizzen  and  main  topmasts,  his 
>n  bore  up  to  protect  him,  and  Chauncey 
gaged  with  the  whole.  Unlucky  fellow ! 
Id  baTe  taken  a  schooner  and  a  brig,  but 
s  being  fixed  on  the  Commodore,  he  would 
ik  at  smaller  game.  Finally,  Sir  James, 
al,  ran  away ;  was  chased  to  the  head  of 
e ;  came  to  anchor  close  in  shore ;  and  the 
d  tremendous  sea  threatening,  in  case  of  a 
ledactiouito  put  both  squadrons  on  shore — 
aes,with  the  witish  force,  assembled  there, 
tauncey  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy — he 

off  and  came  down  to  confer  with  me. 
my  opinions  in  writing,  and  I  expect  his 
this  morninr. 

f  yesterday,  before  I  had  heard  from  the 
)dore,  the  wind,  for  the  first  time,  becoming 
lie,  1  despatched  all  my  batteaux ;  and,  as 

I  had  ascertained  Sir  James  Yeo's  situa« 
ir  sail  boats  followed;  but,  alas!  before 
ilock  the  wind  asain  came  round  to  the 
ist,  and  sereral  of  our  schooners  returned, 

a  majority  of  them,  and  the  whole  of  the 

z,  proceeded,  and  I  hope  reached  Eighteen 

eek. 

ve  been  detained  by  the  arrival  of  about 

londred  and  fifty  Indians,  to  whom  I  was 

to  give  an  audience  and  a  talk,  and  I 

in  this  place  to  see  whether  the  enemy 
look  at  it,  and  what  would  be  the  conduct 
^rrison  of  six  hundr«l  and  ninety  militia, 
:ht  hundred  regular  troops,  under  the  com- 
»f  Colonel  Scott.    We  have  just  had  an 


ftnd  being  myself  among  the  first  on  pa-    t^rly  defeated,  and  our  own  army  subjected  to 


have  witnessed  a  scene  by  which  I  shall 
Icott,  before  I  leave  him,  which  will  be  in 
le  of  hours,  as,  thank  Almighty  Gh>d,  the 
nin  breezes, though  it  has  rained  all  night, 
1  continues  to  rain.  Oh  I  if  it  may  please 
•  favor  us  with  this  breeze,  we  shall  soon 
r  you;  but  it  is  in  his  power,  by  adverse 
to  delay,  and,  by  tempests,  to  destroy  us. 
i  with  about  three  thousand  five  hundred 
Farewell,  an4  Qod  preserve  you ! 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

.  John  Armstrong, 

Secretary  of  War. 

3th  Con.  2d  Ssss.— 77 


Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  Seerstary  of  War. 

^ithof  October,  1813.— General  Wilkinson  ar- 
rived at  Sackett's  Harbor  on  this  day  from  Fort 
Qeorge.  He  immediately  visited  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  company  with  Generals  Lewis  and 
BrowD,  and  in  the  presence  of  these  officers  re- 
monstrated freely  and  warmly  against  making  an 
attack  on  Kingston,  orbing  the  propriety  of  pass- 
ing that  post  and  or  going  directly  to  Montreal. 

**  The  Secretary  of  War  differed  from  Okneral 
Wilkinson  in  opinion,  but  thought  his  objections 
worthy  of  consideration,  and  proposed  a  meeting 
on  the  day  following  for  that  purpose. 

''The  meeting  took  place  accordingly,  when 
General  Wilkinson  presented  the  paper  marked 
No.  1.  That  marked  No.  2  was  presented  by  the 
Secretary,  and  the  opinion  with  which  it  closes 
was  adopted  as  that  which  should  regulate  the 
movements  of  the  army." 

No.  1. 

Reasons  for  attacking  Kingston  anterior  to  a 

descent  upon  Montreal.    *     . 

1st.  We,  shall  capture  a  garrison  of  eight  hun« 
dred  or  one  thousand,  and  demolish  a  strong  hold 
of  the  enemy. 

2d.  We  shall  destroy  his  naval  depot  and  maga* 
zines  of  every  species. 

3d.  We  shall,  by  this  operation,  diminish  his 
force,  destroy  his  resources,  and  place  the  division 
at  the  head  of  the  lake,  uuder  De  Rottenberg,  in 
great  difficulty  and  distress;  and 

4th.  We  shall  destroy  every  naval  resouree, 
and  of  consequence  prevent  the  building,  equip- 
ping, and  even  repairing,  a  single  vessel. 

Against  this  attack  it  may  be  urged-^ 

1st.  That  the  reduction  of  the  place  may  cost 
more  than  we  calculate  on. 

2d.  It  may  encumber  us  with  wounded  and 
sick;  and 

3d.  It  is  possible  the  British  squadron  mdy.  as 
heretofore,  elude  Commodore  Chauncey,  and  nnd 
us  before  Kingston,  or  overtake  us  on  the  St. 
Lawrence.      ^  '. 

In  the  first  place,  from  the  lateness  of  the  sea- 
son, the  loss  of  a  few  days  may  expose  us  to  the 
autumnal  rains,  and  jeopard  the  chief  object  of 
the  campaign.  In  the  second  place,  our  own  force 
will  be  diminished  and  our  movements  retarded  ; 
and  in  the  third  place,  the  chief  object  of  the 
campaign,  the  capture  of  Montreal,  will  be  ut- 


great  difficulties,  losses,  and  perils. 
Submitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

No.  2. 

1st.  The  Niagara  division  will  probably  arrive 
here  in  a  day  or  two. 

2d.  The  weather  is  yet  good,  and  the  lake  navi- 
gable by  scows  and  boats. 

3d.  The  enemy's  main  force  is  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Fort  George,  and  his  fieet  at  the  head 
of  the  lake. 

4tb.  The  garrison  of  Kingston  does  not  exceed 
eight  hundred  or  one  thousand  men. 
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5ch.  If  we  effect  a  landing:  at  McPherson's 
farm,  on  the  eastern  side  of  Kingston,  a  point 
may  be  seized  which  will  command  the  town, 
the  forts,  and  the  harbor;  and,  within  seven  hoars 
after  the  landing  is  effected^  •  sufficient  battery 
may  be  erected  and  in  operation. 

6th.  Nine  and  twelve  pounders  will  be  sufficient 
for  burning  block- houses,  &c.,  and  may  be  drag- 
ged by  the  men. 

7th.  The  time  necessary  to  reduce  the  place  will 
not  exceed  a  single  day,  and  of  course  will  not 
materially  interfere,  on  that  account,  with  our 
object  below. 

8th.  The  loss  we  may  sustain  can  only  be  con- 
jectured.  Judging  from  that  at  Fort  Gkorge, 
where  the  enemy  were  more  numerous,  it  will  be 
inconsiderable. 

9tb.  The  advantages  of  taking  Kingston  are 
two:  you  sever  the  enemy's  line  of  communica- 
tion, and  you  expel  him  from  his  only  secure 
harbor. 

The  premises  assume4  under  the  1st,  2d,  3d.  4th, 
and  5th  heads,  may  change,  and  our  conclusions 
with  them.  The  only  safe  decision  therefore  is, 
that  if  the  British  fleet  shall  not  escape  Commo- 
dore Chauncey,  and  get  into  Kingston  harbor ; 
if  the  garrison  of  that  place  be  not  largely  re- 
inforced;  and  if  the  weather  be  such  as  will  allow 
us  to  navigate  the  lake  securely,  Kingston  shall 
be  our  first  object,  otherwise  we  shall  go  directly 
to  Montreal. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Sackbtt's  Habbor,  Oct,  5, 1813. 


to  sail  the  moment  the  wind  serves ;  and  yn  nay 
rest  assured  that  nothing  essential  to  give  cftet 
to  the  operations  of  the  army  under  my  cqbt 
mand,  and  to  accomplish  the  views  of  th«  Got- 
ernment,  has  been  or  shall  be  omitted. 

Respectfully  and  truly  yoars, 

JAMES  WILkINSOK. 
Hon.  J.  Armstroro,  Sec^ty  of  War^ 


War  Department,  Oct.  9, 1813. 

Dear  General  :  Does  there  exist  between  vou 
and  the  Commodore  a  clear  and  distinct  under- 
standing on  the  subject  of  our  plan  of  operations, 
and  the  kind  and  degree  of  assistance  he  will  be 
able  to  give  to  its  execution  ?  Can  he  take  a  po- 
sition which  shall  have  the  effect  of  shutting  in 
Yeo,  and  of  covering  our  descent  upon  Kingston, 
and  our  subsequent  movement  down'  the  St.  Law- 
rence ?  Is  it  not  probable  that  a  pax t  of  the  ene- 
my's fleet  will,  immediately  on  our  appearance  at 
Grenadier  Island,  occupy  the  passage  of  the  river  % 
If  we  can  be  covered  in  going  to  our  first  object, 
and  should  attain  that,  we  may  be  able  to  dis- 
pense with  further  naval  assistance ;  but,  should 
we  fail,  (a  contingency  which,  being  possible, 
ought  to  be  regarded.)  naval  aid  will  be  necessary 
to  the  prosecution  of  the  second  part  of  the  plan. 
As  the  fleet  is  wind-bound,  and  the  Commodore 
here,  explanations  on  these  points  may  be  readily 
and  conveniently  given.  Let  me  know  the  re- 
sult, and  believe  me 

Truly  yours, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  Gen.  Wiliunson. 


Headquarters.  Sackett's  Harbor, 

October  9, 1813. 
Dear  Sir:  The  Commodore  and  myself  have 
hitherto  understood  each  other  perfectly,  and  I 
think  we  shall  harmonize  to  the  end.  He  is  ready 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Wilkinaofi  to  tiieto- 

retary  of  War,  dated 

Headquarters,  Sackbtt's  Harbor, 

October  18, 1813. 

'*  The  diminution  of  our  force,  by  disease  aai 
various  casualties,  and  more  especially  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  period  of  our  moremeDt  against 
Montreal,  render  it  necessary,  in  mj  jn^gmeni^ 
that  you  should  revoke  the  order  of  marc&  you 
have  given  to  Major  General  Hampton,  and  that 
he  should  be  directed  to  march  for  Morrisville, 
as  rapidly  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  health 
of  his  troops.  This  proposition  is  fonnded  on  the 
presumption  that  we  make  the  reduction  of  Eangs- 
ton  and  the.conqnests  of  the  upper  provinces  the 
first  objects'of  our  operations.'' 

War  Departmbrt,  OcL  19, 1813. 

Sir:  I  received  your' letter  of  yesterday,  and 
should  have  answered  it  more  promptly,  but  that 
business  of  the  South  and  West  required  my  im* 
mediate  attention. 

When,  on  the  4th  instant,  yon  reinraed  from 
Fort  George,  we  had  the  prospect  of  a  speedy 
concentration  of  our  forces  at  this  point.  The 
Niagara  division  had  sailed  on  thedOih  altino; 
the  enemy's  principal  force  occupied  a  canioa- 
ment  between  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario ;  his  fleet 
was  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  and  his  garriaoa  at 
Kingston  reduced  to  seven  or  eight  hundred  men. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  was  no  doubt  wise 
to  decide  as  we  did,  that  our  first  attack  shoold 
be  carried  against  that  place ;  but  do  theae  cir- 
cumstanees  any  longer  exist  ?  The  expected  con- 
centration is  but  now  effected,  (18ih  of  October.) 
A  reinforcement  of  one  thousand  fire  handred 
men  has  been  thrown  into  Kingston ;  ihe  Briuadi 
fleet  has  got  into  port  there,  and  our  fotce,  from 
disease  and  other  casualties,  is,  according  to  year 
statement,  diminished  and  diminishing.  To  re- 
instate and  auffment  this,  it  is  now  proposed  to 
order  General  Hampton  from  his  present  positioa 
at  Cbaiauge,  to  Morrisville,  on  the  St.  Ijawreoce. 
These  places  are  distant  upwards  of  one  hoadred 
miles.  A  march  of  such  length,  at  this  seasoa  of 
the  year,  and  in  the  present  condition  of  the  roads, 
loaded  as  he  is  with  a  train  of  artillery,  with 
means  of  subsistence,  and  with  tents  and  bag- 
gage, cannot  be  performed  under  fifteen  days,  te 
which  must  be  added  the  time  necessary  for  giv- 
ing the  order  for  making  the  arrangements  pR- 
liminary  to  such  a  movement,  and  for  maki^f 
also  the  subsequent  one  from  Morrisville  to  tte 
mouth  of  the  Gauoanoqui  rirer;  all  of  whiek 
would  probably  protract  the  moment  of  junci^ 
till  the  15th  of  November. 
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Admonished,  as  we  are,  by  the  storms  which 
iftTe  assailed  us  for  ten  days  past,  and  which 
lave  not  ret  ceased,  I  cannot  but  think  that  g  pe- 
iod  so  late  would  of  itself  be  fatal  to  the  pro- 
ect. 

Other  circumstances  lead  to  the  same  conclu- 
ion.  Beginning  our  operations  from  the  mouth 
f  the  Gaunanoqui  rirer,  we  shall  have  a  march 
f  twenty-four  miles  to  Kingston,  and  throueh  a 
ountry  covered  with  woods,  destitute  of  inhab- 
tants,  and  pervious  only  by  two  roads,  which, 
ritbout  any  ioterru|)tioD  from  the  enemy,  are 
epresented  as  nearly  impassable  at  present.  This 
movement  (uulike  that  originally  projected*) 
lannot  be  made  without  the  aid  of  horses,  and  a 
est  number  of  these  than  six  hundred,!  includioff 
be  second  regiment  of  dragoons,  is,  I  understand, 
teemed  insufiicient.  Now  these  must  be  fed,  and 
heir  provender  drawn  from  this  place,  as  the 
ountry  between  Gravelly  Point  and  Putney  ville 
.fiords  none,  and  interposes  a  swampy  desert, 
rhich  shuts  us  out  from  tne  supplies  of  Rossie  and 
lay  ville,  dbc.  An  important  question  arises  here 
—can  the  necessary  forage  be  obtained  from  this 
teighborhood  7  The  Quartermaster  General  says 
-  it  cannot,  that  it  must  be  carted  from  Lowvilfe, 
forty  miles  distant,)  and  transported  hence  by 
vater."  These  facts,  on  your  plan,  menace  our 
operations  against  Kingston,  with  a  delay  which 
ivould  probably  surround  u.s  with  all  the  embar- 
assments  of  a  Canadian  Winter,  and  extinguish 
tvery  hope  of  grasping  the  other — the  safer  and 
he  greater  object  below.  I  call  it  the  safer  and 
preater  object,  because,  at  Montreal,  you  find  the 
veaker  place,  and  the  smaller  force  to  encounter: 
it  Montreal,  you  meet  a  fresh,  unexhausted,  effi- 
cient reinforcement  of  four  thousand  men:  at 
VIontreal,  you  approach  your  own  resources,  and 
establish  between  you  and  them  an  easy  and  an 
ucpeditious  intercourse :  at  Montreal,  you  occupy 
i  point  which  must  be  gained  in  carrying  your 
ittaeks  home  to  the  purposes  of  the  war,  and 
which,  if  seized  now,  will  save  one  campaign :  at 
)kiontreal,  you  hold  a  position  which  completely 
levers  the  enemy's  line  of  operations;  which 
ihuts  up  the  Ottawa  as  well  as  the  St.  Lawrence 
igainst  him  \  and  which,  while  it  restrains  all  be- 
ow,  withers  and  perishes  all  above  itself. 

These,  Ckneral,  are  the  thoughts  which  present 
hemselves  on  your  proposition,  and  which  I  un- 
lerstand  as  arandoning,  for  this  campaign,  the 
)roposed  attack  on  Montreal.  I  am  entirely  dis- 
Kwed  to  listen  to  all  that  can  be  said  on  the  other 
tide  of  the  question,  but,  at  present,  the  reasons 
issigned  leave  me  no  doubt  of  the  policy  of  pur- 
luing,  promptlv  and  firmly,}  the  plan  already  in- 
licated,  and  which,  besides  the  approbation  of  the 


*  A  descent  at  McPherson's  farm,  two  miles  and  a 
lalf  below  Kingston. 

t  Forage  for  this  number  was  required  by  the 
Gleneral. 

\  This  refers  to  the  preceding  plan,  approved  by  the 
President  on  the  28d  Jttly»  and  commnnicated  to  Gen. 
kVilkinson  on  the  5th  of  August. 


President,  has  received  the  sanction  of  a  council 
of  war.* 

I  am  very  respectfully,  du:. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  GenU  Wilkinson. 

HBAnauAaTERS,  Sackett's  Harbor, 

October  19, 1813. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  about  to  embark  for  Grena- 
dier Island  when  I  received  your  letter  of  this 
morning,  which  I  will  endeavor  to  answer ;  my 
very  feeble  condition,  and  the  want  of  time  for 
reflection,  disqualify  me  from  doing  full  justice 
to  my  opinions. 

You  will  recollect  that,  in  my  letter  of  the  6th 
of  August,  I  proposed  to  take  Kingston,  as  pre- 
liminary to  an  attack  on  Montreal;  you  offered 
a  different  opinion  in  your  letter  of  the  Sth^  and, 
on  my  arrival  here,  I  submitted  the  alternative  to 
a  council  of  war,  which  decided  in  favor  of  your 
plan  to  leave  Kingston  untouched,  and  proceed 
directly  against  Montreal;  but  ulterior  consider- 
ations and  informationf  have  induced  me  to  ad- 
here to  my  original  plan. 

Permit  me,  previous  to  the  discussion  of  the 
grounds  of  my  opinion,  to  submit  a  few  incidental 
remarks. 

It  is  extremely  doubtful  what  may  be  the  pres- 
ent force  of  the  enemy  at  Kingston,  and  very  un- 
certain how  much  our  own  force  mav  have  been 
diminished  by  disease,  and  the  casualties  attend- 
ing our  movements. 

From  the  retreat  of  Proctor  before  Ckneral  Har- 
rison, and  the  information  received  from  Colonel 
Scott  I  think  it  probable  that  De  Rottenberg, 
with  the  effectives  of  his  division,  has  gone  to 
reinforce  Proctor,  and  that  the  troops  which  have 
descended  to  Kingston  consisted  only  of  the  sick 
of  that  division. 


*This  council  consisted  of  Generals  Wilkinson, 
Lewis,  Brown,  and  Swartwont,  and  Commodore 
Channoej.    The  opinion  was  unanimous. 

NoTi^— Before  the  SecreUry  of  War  left  Sacketf  s 
Harbor,  and  while  it  was  deemed  practicable,  and  was 
intended  to  carry  our  attacks  against  both  Kingston 
and  Montreal,  he  had  one  or  more  conversations  with 
Commodore  Chauncey,  on  the  general  subject  of  naval 
co-operation.  These  had  particular  reference  to  two 
points — the  place  of  landing,  [in  case  Kingston  was  the 
object  of  attack,]  and  the  degree  of  protection  which 
the  fleet  could  be  able  to  render  to  the  debarcation  of 
the  army.  The  places  of  descent  indicated  by  the  Sec- 
retary were  three : 

Ist.  McPherson's  farm,  two  miles  and  a  half  btkno 
Kingston. 

2d.  The  mouth  of  the  Little  Cataraqui,  four  or  five 
miles  above  Kingston ;  and 

3d.  The  mouth  of  the  Gaunanoqui  river,  twenty-four 
miles  btbw  Kingston. 

The  Commodore's  answer  was  substantially  as  fol- 
lows :  that  he  would  not  take  upon  himself  the  respon- 
siMlity  of  covering  the  landing  of  the  army  at  thejfrs^ 
of  these  points,  but  that  he  would  cover  its  landing  at 
either  of  the  other  two. 

t  This  ulterior  arrangement  was  not  commnnicated 
to  the  Secretaxy  of  War. 
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My  i<)ea  of  recaUiog  Gkneral  Hampton  to  re- 
inforce us,  was  produced  by  an  alarm  with  respect 
to  the  insufficiency  of  our  force,  which  I  found 
spreading;  and  the  direction  which  I  suggested 
was  founded  on  your  own  proposition*  of  the  13th 
instant,  at  whicn  time  I  understood  you  to  offer 
the  opinion,  that  the  march  from  Hampton's  en- 
campment to  Morrisville  might  be  accomplished 
in  six  days,  and  my  own  opinion  is,  that,  by  dis- 
embarrassing himself  of  his  artillery  and  attirail, 
perhaps  he  might  be  able  to  make  the  march  in 
that  time,  or  a  few  days  more. 

My  reasons  for  preferring  the  attack  of  -Kings- 
ton to  that  of  Montreal,  are  these : 

By  the  reduction  of  that  place  we  conquer  a 
province,  not  only  of  great  importance  to  the  ene- 
my, but  a  valuable  acquisition  to  ourselves ;  we 
capture  or  destroy  four  thousand  of  his  best 
troops;  we  put  an  end  to  the  Indian  war;  and, 
by  the  destruction  of  his  naval  force,  establish  our 
command  of  the  lake,  and  permit  a  respectable 
part  of  our  naval  force  to  be  employed  elsewhere. 

On  the  contrary,  leave  Kingston,  its  garrison, 
and  the  British  squadron  in  our  rear,  and  proceed 
to  Montreal,  none  of  those  important  objects  will 
be  gained.  The  enemy  will  remain  in  undis- 
turbed possession  of  the  province,  at  liberty  to  ex- 
ercise his  enterprise  affainst  this  frontier  at  discre- 
tion ;  for  it  is  a  fact,  however  opinions  may  vary, 
the  resources  of  the  province  are  adequate  to  the 
subsistence  of  his  army.  His  naval  superiority 
on  the  lake  will  be  re-established  by  the  opening 
of  the  Spring ;  the  Indian  depredations  may  be 
encouraged  or  continued ;  or,  should  he  prefer  it, 
he  may,  on  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  leaving 
Sir  James  Yeo  triumphant  on  the  lake,  with  a 
suitable  garrison  for  the  protection  of  Kingston, 
descend  the  St.  Lawrence  with  his  main  force, 
and  fall  upon  our  rear,  while  we  shall  be  engaged 
in  front,  admitting  we  succeed  in  establishing 
ourselves  at  Montreal. 

Having  passed  Kingston,  the  fortifications  at 
Prescott  may  present  such  an  obstacle  to  our  fur- 
ther progress,  as  to  compel  us  to  land  and  reduce 
it  by  force — an  operation  which  may  consume 
more  time  than  can  be  spared  at  this  advanced 
season.  I  speak  con jectu rally;  but,  should  we 
surmount  every  obstacle  in  descending  the  river, 
we  shall  advance  upon  Montreal  Ignorant  of  the 
fbrce  arrayed  against  us,  and  in  case  of  misfor- 
tune, having  no  retreat,  the  army  must  surren- 
der at  discretion.  I  will  barely  add,  that,  as  the 
Winter  commences  at  Montreal  by  the  20th  of 
November,  should  we  be  delayed  on  the  route  by 
any  untoward  incidents,  our  embarrassments  and 
perils  will  be  greatly  multiplied. 

I  offer  these  results  of  my  frail  judgment  with 
a  conscientious  regard  for  the  public  good.  lam 
bigoted  to  no  project,  and  therefore  am  willing  to 
yield  my  own  judgment  to  that  of  others. 

*  What  is  here  called  •.propotUion  was  but  a  qnes* 
tion,  whether  the  march  could  be  performed  in  six 
dayi  ?  General  W.  answered  in  the  negative,  and  ad- 
vised that  General  Hampton  should  be  oideared  to  go 
on  to  Cognawaga. 


Personal  consideration  would  make  me  prefer 
a  visit  to  Montreal  to  the  attack  of  Kingston;  Vtt 
before  I  abandon  this  attack,  which  by  my  ia- 
structions  I  am  ordered  to  niake,  it  is  necessary 
to  my  justification  that  you  should,  by  the  ao- 
thority  of  the  President,  direct  the  operatioaaef 
the  army  under  my  command  particularly  agaiaat 
Montreal. 

With  my  earnest  wishes  for  the  soceessfol  inoe 
of  whatever  may  be  undertaken,  I  am,  dear  air. 
with  much  respect  and  esteem,  truly  yours, 

JA.  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  J.  Abjmbtromo,  Set^ry  of  War. 

N.  B.  All  the  objections  which  apply  to  the 
landing  below  Kingston  may  be  obviated  by  land- 
ing above  it.    My  sole  motive  for  snggestiog  the 
idea  of  landing  below,  was  to  prevent  the  garri- 
son's escape.    If  there  be  a  deocieney  of  forage 
on  our  part,  it  is  the  fault  of  the  Ctoarterraaster 
Qeneral,  wno  was  instructed  as  early  as  Aogust 
to  lay  in  a  supply  of  twelve  thousand  bodiels  for 
the  subsistence  of  the  cavalry. 

JA.  WILKINSON. 

Hod.  J.  Arh8tbon«,  iSSec'ry  qf  War, 


Endorsement  on  the  preceding  letter  by  the  Secretaiy 

of  War. 

Note. — If  we  look  at  the  plan  of  campaign  of 
the  23d  of  July,  we  find  that  it  proposed  an  at- 
tack on  Kingston,  and  even  indicateci  the  mode 
of  that  attack.    If  we  examine  Generai  WUkia- 
son's  letter  of  the  6th  of  August,  we  find  that  he 
provisionally  adopted  that  opinion ;  and  if  we  re- 
fer to  the  letter  of  the  Secretarv  of  War  of  the 
8th,  so  far  from  expressing  a  aiffertiA  optfium, 
we  discover  that  it  instructed  the  General  to 
choose  between  a  direct  and  an  indirect  attack 
on  that  post.    It  was  not,  therefore,  any  differenkot 
of  opinion  between  the  Secretary  and  the  Gene- 
ral that  was  submitted  to  the  council  of  war,  as 
stated  in  the  preceding  letter,  bqt  the  mere  afier- 
native  presented  by  the  instructions  of  the  letter*, 
the  simple  choice  between  the  two  modes  of  at- 
tack. 


War  Dbpabtmbnt,  OcL  dO,  1813. 
Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  of  yesterday  by 
Major  Lee.    You  appear  to  have  writtea  it  oa- 
der  an  impression  that  your  instructions  of  Atigoat 
last  made  a  direct  attack  upon  Kingston  naavoid- 
able.    A  copy  of  these  instructions  is  before  mitj 
and  in  the  last  paragraph  of  them  we  find  asnm- 
mary  of  their  substance.    It  is  as  follows:  '='Afker 
this  exposition,  it  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that,  ia 
conducting  the  present  campaign,  you  will  make 
Kingeton  your  principal  object,  and  that  yoa  will 
cAoose,  as  circumstances  may  indicate,  oetwcen 
a  direct  and  an  indirect  attack  on  that  post." 
Both  modes  of  attack  are  slightly  detailed  in  these 
orders,  and  a  preference  given  to  the  latter,  but 
without  at  ail  infrioj^ing  your  right  of  choiee,  or 
in  any  degree  lessening  your  responsibility.   Nor 
am  I  nam  at  libertjf  to  change  the  gramnd  ^the§e 
ingtmctioruj  since  the  only  effect  of  this  would 
be  to  ittbetitute  my  opinion/or  your*,   Tbe  f  onoer 
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has  not,  however,  been  withheld ;  it  has  been  given 
freely^  and  follf,  and  is  yet  unshaken  by  any  con- 
sideration presented  to  my  mind. 

As  we  are  now  about  to  part,  it  may  be  proper 
that  I  should  subjoin  to  what  I  hare  said  in  favor 
of  a  movement  on  Montreal,  a  short  statement  of 
my  objeeiioDs  to  a  direct  attack  on  Kinffstoo. 

1st.  If  its  garrison  consists  oTfour  Siowand 
of  the  best  troops  of  the  enemy,  (as  you  suggest) 
your  attack  will  fail. 

2d.  If  your  attack  fails,  your  retreat  is  imprac- 
ticable. 

3d.  Your  descent  must  necessarily  be  made 
above  or  below  the  town,  on  the  water's  edge, 
and  within  a  short  distance  of  your  object.  It 
made  ^e^otP  the  town,  your  fleet  cannot  cover  it  ;* 
if  made  eibove  the  town,  it  must  be  done  in  pres- 
ence of  the  enemv,  and  within  stroke  of  his  fleet, 
and  that  he  will  think  the  object  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify the  risk  cannot  be  doubted.  Besides,  an  ap- 
proach on  this  side,  however  successful,  leaves  to 
the  enemv  the  means  of  escaping. 

4th.  The  experiment  already  made  of  the  lake 
navigation  is  not  encouraging.  Though  pressed 
by  no  enemy  other  than  the  weather,  the  army 
has  not  been  able  to  reach  Grenadier  island  but 
in  broken  order,  and  with  considerable  loss.  On 
your  plan,  they  have  eighteen  other  miles  to  go 
on  the  open  lake,  and  much  of  this  distance  under 
the  eye  of  the  British  fleet.  Is  it  probable  that 
our  9C0W9  will  be  able  to  navigate  this  remaining 
distance  (at  a  season  and  under  circumstances  so 
Dttfavorable)  in  better  order,  or  with  less  loss  1 

These  are  the  best  thoogots  I  can  ofier,  and  it 
only  remains  to  add  to  them  my  best  wishes  for 
your  army  and  for  yourself. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Wilkinson. 


Ladv  op  the  Lake, 
Off'Sacketfa  Bdrbor^  Oct.  24, 1813. 

Sib  :  I  was  at  Grenadier  island  the  day  before 
yesterday,  and  found  the  troops  dropping  in  so 
slowly  that  I  determined  to  return,  hunt  them  up, 
And  quicken  their  movement.  My  presence  at 
the  harbor  was  also  necessary  to  nave  clothing 
selected  to  cover  numbers  of  our  naked  men. 

I  will  say  nothing  of  the  horrid  condition  in 
which  that  place  was  left.  Colonel  Coles  has 
arrived  with  upwards  of  two  hundred  good  men, 
ind  expects  about  eighty  more  to-day.  Randolph 
ftnd  Scott  are  expected  at  Oswego,  nine  hundred 
itroDg.  I  have  contrived  to  rig  and  send  off  ves- 
lels  to  bring  up  six  hundred  of  them  in  season  for 
ny  movement  from  Grenadier  island,  which  will 
lOt  be  delayed  one  instant  unnecessarily.  The 
people  at  Kingston  appear  to  be  much  anrigh  ted, 
iring  their  alarm  guns  on  the  slightest  appear- 
ince.  J.N.  has  returned,  and  if  he  may  be  cred- 
ited, De  Rottenburg  has  not  arrived,  and  all  the 
force  they  can  spare  is  sent  down  the  river  to  take 

*  Commodore  Channeey  dedtrsd  ha  would  not  take 
h0  responsibility  of  covering  the  deseeat  of  the  amy 
f  made  at  MePheaon's  Jhim»  Mn9  the  town. 


possession  of,  and  fortify,  some  critical  passes. 
My  health  continues,  unfortunately,  bad. 

I  have^the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JA.  WILKINSON. 


Extract  of  a  Utter  &om  Major  General  WiUdnson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

GafiNAniEB  Iblano,  Oct*  28, 1813. 

**l  send  you  this  by  an  extra  Aid^de-Camp, 
Captain  Nourse.  to  relieve  the  anxiety  to  which 
you  must  be  subject,  in  the  impending  eventfoi 
moment. 

**  The  extent  of  the  injuries  to  our  craft,  the 
clothing  and  arms  of  the  men,  and  to  our  pro- 
vicious,  on  the  passage  from  Sackett's  Harbor  to 
this  place,  ^eatly  exceeded  our  apprehensions, 
and  has  subjected  us  to  the  necessity  of  furnish- 
ing a  supply  of  clothing,  and  of  making  repairs 
and  equipments  to  onr  flotilla  generallv.  In  fact, 
all  our  hopes  have  been  very  nearly  blasted ;  but 
thanks  to  the  same  Providence  which  placed  us 
in  jeopardy,  we  are  surmounting  our  difficulties, 
and,  God  willing,  I  shall  pass  Prescott  on  the 
night  of  the  1st  or  2d  proximo,  if  some  unfore- 
seen obstacle  does  not  present  to  forbid  me.  I 
shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  at  Morrisville. 
where  Colonel  Swift  is  to  meet  me,  and  toguara 
against  chance  shots,  I  wish  wagons  would  be 
held  in  readiness  to  receive  our  powder  and  field 
ammunition,  at  a  suitable  distance  above  Pres- 
cott. 

^  I  keep  up  the  delusion  here ;  and  the  •enemy, 
about  sixteen  hundred  strong,  exclusive  of  five 
hundred  militia,  are  in  daily  expectation  of  a  visit 
at  Kingston,  yet  they  have  taaen  post,  I  under- 
stand, at  Cornwall  and  the  Coteau  de  Lao.  No 
matter ;  once  past  Prescott,  and  our  bayonets  and 
sabres  shall  remove  ail  impediments. 

*'The  inexorable  winds  and  rains  continue  to 
oppose  and  embarrass  our  movements ;  but  I  am 
seizing  on  every  moment's  interval,  to  slip  into 
the  St.  Lawrence,  corps  and  detachments,  as  thev 
can  be  got  ready.  Our  rendezvous  will  be  in  Bush 
creek,  about  twenty  miles  below,  and  nearly  op- 
posite to  Gaunanoqui,  which  position  menaces  a 
descent  on  the  opposite  shore.  I  shall  sail  from 
that  position  at  four  o'clock  of  the  morning,  and 
will  pass  Prescott  about  the  same  time  the  ensu- 
iDg  morning. 

^We  have  had  such  a  fluctuation  of  sick  and 
well  between  this  place  and  Sackett's  Harbor, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  say  in  what  force  we  shall 
move ;  but  I  calculate  on  6,000  combatants,  ex- 
clusive of  Scott  and  Randolph,  neither  of  whom 
will,  I  fear,  be  up  in  season,  notwithstanding  all 
my  arrangements  and  exertions  to  accelerate  their 
march ;  they  are  both  under  provisional  orders  for 
Ogdensburgh." 


War  Depabtmbnt,  DENBfAas, 

October  30,  9  o'clock  P.  M. 

Dbar  Gbmbbal  :  I  this  moment  received  your 
despatch  by  Captain  Noune«    I  rejoice  that  y oar 
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difficulties  are  so  far  surmounted  as  to  enable  you 
to  say  with  assurance  when  you  will  pass  Pres- 
cott.  I  should  hare  met  you  there;  but  bad 
roadsj  worse  weather,  and  a  considerable  degree 
of  illness,  admonish  me  against  receding  further 
from  a  poiqt  where  my  engagements  call  me 
about  the  1st  proximo.  The  resolution  of  tread- 
ing back  my  steps  was  taken  at  Antwerp,  and 
communicated  in  a  letter  from  that  place  by  Maj. 
Lush.  I  wrote  a  single  line  to  you  to  day,  giving 
the  fortunate  issue  ofHarrison's  business,  and  his 
arrival  at  Fort  George  with  McArthur's  brigade. 
If  Vincent  be  within  the  peninsula,  Harrison  will 
root  him  out.  It  remains  with  you  to  sweep  the 
rest  of  the  line  before  you.  Montreal  taken,  what 
are  Prescott  and  Kingston  ?  CKtc  Hampton  time* 
ly  notice  of  your  approach,  and  of  the  place  and 
hour  ofjunction. 

Tours,  sincerely, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  General  Wilkinson. 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Grenadieb  Island,  A^.  1, 1813. 

^  You  will  perceive  from  the  duplicate  under 
cover  Hetter  of  the  28th  of  October)  what  were 
my  calculations  four  days  since ;  but  the  winds 
and  waves  and  rains  and  snow  still  prevail,  and 
we  have  made  several  fruitless  attempts  to  turn 
Stony  Point,  one  of  them  at  great  peril  to  three 
thousand  men,  whom  I  seasonably  remanded  to 
the  harbor  without  the  loss  of  a  life.  Our  sick, 
one  hundred  and  ninety-six  in  number,  have  not 
fared  as  well ;  they  were  embarked  in  stout  com« 
fortable  vessels,  and  sailed  the  day  before  yester- 
day morning  for  Sackett's  Harbor,  but  they  were 
driven  on  shore  by  a  storm,  which  continued  with 
unremitting  violence  all  night  \  and  as  no  exer- 
tion could  relieve  them,  I  anticipted  the  loss  of 
the  whole ;  but  the  tempest  having  abated,  and 
the  wind  shifted  from  southwest  to  northeast, 
boats  were  sent  out  yesterday  morning,  and  Dr. 
Bull  reports  the  loss  of  three  men  only.  Other 
means  of  transport  will  be  provided  to-morrow, 
and  these  unfortunate  men  will  be  sent  to  the 
hospital  at  Sackett's  Harbor. 

^  Brigadier  Brown  with  his  brigade,  the  light 
artillery,  the  riflemen,  the  volunteers,  the  gun- 
boats, Bissell's  regfiment,  and  a  part  of  Macomb's, 
are,  I  expect,  safe  at  French  creek,  with  the  ar- 
tillery and  ordnance  stores.  These  corps  have 
made  the  traverse  of  the  arm  of  the  lake  under 
circumstances  of  great  danger,  though  fortunately, 
without  the  loss  of  a  life,  but  at  the  expense  of 
some  boats. 

"  I  shall  wait  one  day  longer,  and  if  the  passage 
should  still  continue  impracticable  to  the  troops, 
I  will  land  them  on  the  opposite  shore,  march 
them  across  the  country  to  the  St.  Lawrence, 
and  send  the  empty  boats  round  to  a  given  ren- 
dezvous. 

*'As  Major  General  Hampton  is  under  your  or- 
ders, permit  me  to  suggest  to  you  what  is  worthy 
of  reflection — ^whether  he  should  take  a  position 


and  wait  the  arrival  of  my  eommaDd  ncv  (le 
confluence  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Grand nw, 
or  whether  he  should  move  down  the  St.  Ui- 
rence  and  menace  Chambly?  If  he  is  stnig 
enough  to  meet  Sir  George,  the  latter  willbetke 
preferable  plan,  because  it  will  have  the  efietts 
divide  the  enemy's  force;  otherwise  he  tboili 
adopt  the  first  idea,  hazard  nothing,  and  stiesftk- 
en  mv  hands. 

'*'  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  memorandum  froa 
Colonel  Swift  will  show  yon  what  he  is  aboot,  I 
flatter  myself,  to  your  satisfaction.  The  soieoi- 
pleasant  circumstance  before  me,  is  our  totil  ^ 
noraoce  of  the  preparatunu  of  Sir  Geoige,  au 
what  we  may  expect  to  meet  on  the  isuud.  I 
fear  no  consequences ;  but  it  mast  be  painfol  to 
lead  more  than  six  thousand  men  to  baule  hood- 
winked ;  and  yet  all  my  efforts  to  procore  iatd- 
ligence  from  Montreal  have  prored  frnitien^ 


9 


Eztraet  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretaiy  sf  War  to  Gta- 
end  Wilkinson,  dated 

War  Department,  Nm,  1, 1811 

"  Prevost  will  perhaps  be  found  betweeo  the 
Coteau  de  Lac  and  the  Isle  Perrot.  If  wite,  he 
will  attempt  to  fight  you  before  year  jooetioi 
with  Hampton.  Avoid  this,  and  leave  nothing 
to  chance  that  you  can  settle  oq  your  own  termi. 
A  junction  with  Hampton  enables  70a  to  gire 
the  law." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Genenl  WiltiiMn  to  tteSae- 

retaiy  of  War,  dated 

Grbnadibr  lauJiB. 
Nov.  3, 1813,  7  o'docfc  i.  M. 
^  The  troops  and  squadron  are  at  last  ia  the 
river,  excepting  Macomb's  regiment,  with  which 
I  shall  join  them  by  10  o'clock,  as  tKe  weather  is 
propitious.  Extreme  illness,  and  the  arriral  of 
Colonel  Randolph  with  two  hundred  aadthirtf 
men,  kept  me  here  last  evening.  We  shall  ^ 
encamped  at  French  creek  to-oight ;  will  take 
to-morrow  for  final  organization  and  arraofe- 
ment,  and  the  next  day  pass  or  prepare  totiie 
Prescott }  by  preference  I  shall  not  disturb  the 
place,  because  I  have  not  time  to  spare." 


Albany,  November  12, 1811 
Dear  Genbral  :  My  accounts  from  and  of  f Q> 
are  of  the  same  date.    Neither  come  down  lower 
than  the  3d  iustauL    These  left  you  with  theI^ 
serve  at  Grenadier  island. 

General  Hampton  has  made  a  movemeot  to- 
wards the  St.  Lawrence.  After  feeling  sod  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy,  he  retired  asaia  to  the 
Four  Corners,  until  be  had  notice  of  jwx  ap- 
proach. I  hastened  to  inform  him  byexpie* 
(who  would  reach  him  in  forty-eight  hours)  that 
you  were  in  motion  ;  that  on  the  5th  you  wooM 
pass  or  take  Prescott,  and  that  on  the  8th  yoi 
would  be  at  Hamilton,  whence  he  might  expect 
to  hear  from  you :  that  he  must  pot  himself  sfiu' 
in  motion,  and  take  a  position  which  would  eet' 
ble  him  to  join  you,  or  whieh  shoaid  detaia  tke 
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saemy  on  the  aooth  side  of  the  river.  If  Pre- 
rost,  on  learning  jour  approach,  qoits  his  present 
;>08ition,  and  re-occupies  the  north  bank  of  the 
3t.  Lawrence,  Hampton  goes  on  and  joins  vou. 
[f  he  remains  on  the  south  bank,  he  abandons 
Udontreal  and  even  the  road  to  his  capital.  In 
;he  fullness  of  my  faith  that  you  are  in  Montreal, 
lod  that  yon  have  both  seen  and  seized  on  all  the 
id  vantages  that  the  errors  of  an  enemy  may  have 
pven  you, 

I  am,  dear  General,  cordially  yours, 

J.  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  General  Wilkihson. 


Sztract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

French  Mills.  November  15, 1813. 
*'It  is  a  fact,  for  which  I  am  authorized  to 
iledge  myself  oa  the  most  confidential  author- 
ty^  that,  on  the  fourth  of  the  present  month,  the 
British  garrison  of  Montreal  consisted  solely  of 
bar  hundred  marines  and  two  hundred  sailors, 
which  had  been  sent  up  from  Quebec.  What  a 
rolden,  glorious  opportunity,  has  been  lost  by 
he  caprice  of  Major  General  Hampton." 

HBADaUABTERB,  FSERCH  MiLLS, 

November  16, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  journal 
rhicb  aecompaaies  this  letter,  for  the  particulars 
\t  the  movement  of  the  corps  under  my  com- 
oand  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  will  endeavor 
o  exert  my  enfeebled  mind  to  detail  to  you  the 
nore  striking  and  important  incidents  which 
lave  ensued  my  departure  from  Ghrenadier  island, 
It  the  foot  of  Lake  Ontario,  on  the  3d  instant. 

The  corps  of  the  enemy  from  Kingston,  which 
bllowed  me,  hung  on  my  rear;  and.  in  concert 
nixh  a  heavy  galley  and  a  few  gunboats,  seemed 
letermined  to  retard  my  progress.  I  was  strong- 
y  tempted  to  halt,  turn  about,  and  put  an  end  to 
lis  teasiogs;  but  alas!  I  was  confined  to  my 
)ed.  Major  Gkneral  Lewis  was  too  ill  for  any 
ictive  exertion;  and,  above  all,  I  did  not  dare 
.ufier  myself  to  be  diverted  a  single  day  from  the 
irosecution  of  the  views  of  the  Government.  I 
lad  written  Major  (General  Hampton  on  the  6th 
nstant,  by  his  Adjutant  General,  Colonel  King, 
md  had  ordered  him  to  form  a  junction  with  me 
m  the  St.  Lawrence,  which  1  expected  would 
nke  place  on  the  9th  or  10th.  It  would  have 
leen  unpardonable  had  I  lost  sight  of  this  object 
i  moment,  as  I  deemed  it  of  vital  importance  to 
he  issue  of  the  campaign. 

The  enemy  deserve  credit  for  their  zeal  and 
ntelligence,  which  the  active  universal  hostility 
if  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  country  enable 
hem  to  employ  to  the  greatest  advantage.  Thus, 
ivhile  menaceo  by  a  respectable  force  in  rear, 
Jie  coast  was  lined  by  musketry  in  front  at  every 
critical  pass  of  the  river,  which  obliged  me  to 
narch  a  detachment,  and  this  impeded  my  pro- 
gress. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  insunt.  the  army 
ludted  a  few  milea  from  the  head  of  tlie  Longne 


Saut.    In  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  enclosed 
order  was  issued.  General  Brown  marched  agree- 
ably to  order,  and  about  noon  we  were  apprized, 
by  the  report  of  his  artillery,  that  he  was  engaged 
some  distance  below  us.    At  the  same  time  the 
enemy  were  observed  in  our  rear,  and  their  gal- 
ley and  gunboats  approached  our  flotilla  and 
opened  a  fire  on  us,  which  obliged  me  to  order  u 
battery  of  eighteen  pounders  to  be  planted,  and  u 
shot  from  it  compelled  the  vessels  of  the  enemy 
to  retire,  together  with  th^ir  troops,  after  some 
firing  between  the  advanced  parties.    But,  bf 
this  time,  in  consequence  of  disembarking  and 
re-embarking  the  heavy  guns,  the  day  was  so  far 
spent,  that  our  pilots  did  not  enter  the  Saut, 
(eight  miles  a  continued  rapid,)  and,  therefore, 
we  fell  down  about  two  miles,  and  came  to  for 
the  night.    Early  the  next  morning  everything 
was  in  readiness  for  motion ;  but  having  received 
no  intelligence  from  General  Brown,  f  was  still 
delayed,  as  sound  caution  prescribed  I  should 
learn  the  result  of  bis  affiiir  before  I  committed 
the  flotilla  to  the  Saut.    At  half  past  ten  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  an  oflicer  of  dragoons  arrived  with  a  let- 
ter, in  which  the  General  informed  me  he  had 
forced  the  enemy,  and  would  reach  the  foot  of 
the  Saut  early  in  the  day.    Orders  were  imme- 
diately given  for  the  flotilla  to  sail,  at  which  in- 
stant the  enemy's  gunboats  appeared,  and  b^an 
to  throw  shot  amonp;  us.  Information  was  brought 
me  at  the  same  time,  from  Brigadier  General 
Boyd,  that  the  enemy's  troops  were  advancing  in 
column.    I  immediately  sent  orders  to  him  to 
attack  them.    This  report  was  soon  contradicted. 
Their  gunboats,  however,  continued  to  watch  us. 
and  a  variety  or  reports  of  their  movements  ana 
counter-movements  were  brought  to  me  in  suc- 
cession, which  convinced  me  of  their  determina- 
tion to  hazard  an  attack  when  it  could  be  done 
to  the  greatest  advantage,  and.  therefore,  I  de- 
termined to  anticipate  them.    Directions  were 
accordingly  sent  by  that  distinguished  officer, 
Colonel  Swift,  of  the  Engineers,  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Boyd,  to  throw  the  detachment  of  his  com- 
mand,  assigned  to  him  in  the  order  of  the  pre- 
ceding day.  and  composed  of  men  from  his  own, 
Covington's  and  Swartwout's  brigades,  into  three 
columns,  to  march  upon  the  enemv,  out  flank 
them,  if  possible,  and  take  their  artillery.    The 
action  soon  after  commenced  with  the  advanced 
body  of  the  enemy,  and  became  extremely  sharp 
and  galling;  and,  with  occasional  pauses,  was 
sustained  with  great  vivacity,  in  open  space  and 
fair  combat,  for  upwards  of  two  and  a  half  hours, 
the  adverse  lines  alternately  yielding  and  advan- 
cing.   It  is  impossible  to  say  with  accuracy  what 
was  our  number  on  the  field,  because  it  consisted 
of  indefinite  detachments  taken  from  the  boats 
to  render  safer  the  passage  of  the  Saut.    Briga- 
dier Gkoerals  Covington  and  Swartwout  volun- 
tarily took  part  in  the  action  at  the  head  of  the 
detachments  from  their  respective  brigades,  and 
exhibited  the  same  courage  that  was  displayed  by 
Bri^dier  General  Boyd,  who  happened  to  be  the 
senior  officer  on  the  ground.    Our  force  engaged 
might  have  reached  sixteen  or  seventeen  hun- 
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dred  men*  bat  certftinijr  did  noi  exceed  eighteen 
Jiuodred.  That  of  the  enemy  was  estimated  at 
from  twelve  hundred  to  two  thousand,  but  prob- 
ably did  not  amount  to  more  than  fifteen  or  six- 
teen huodred,  consisting,  as  I  am  informed,  of 
detachments  from  the  49th,  84th,  and  104th  regi- 
ments of  the  line,  with  three  companies  of  the 
voltigeur  and  Glengary  corps,  and  the  militia  of 
the  country,  who  are  not  mciuded  in  the  esti- 
mate. 

It  would  be  presumptuous  in  me  to  attempt  to 
jgive  you  a  detailed  account  of  this  affair,  which 
certainly  reflects  high  honor  on  the  American 
•aoldier,  as  no  example  can  be  produced  of  undis- 
ciplined men,  with  inexperienced  officers,  braving 
«  fire  of  two  hours  and  a  half,  without  quitting 
the  field,  or  yielding  to  their  antagonists.  Bat, 
sir,  the  information  I  now  give  vou  is  derived 
from  officers  of  my  confidence,  wno  took  active 
:parts  in  this  conflict ;  for,  though  I  was  enabled 
to  order  the  attack,  it  was  my  hard  fortune  not 
to  be  able  to  lead  the  troops  I  commanded ;  the 
disease  with  which  I  was  assailed  on  the  2d  of 
September,  on  my  journey  to  Fort  George,  hav- 
ing, with  a  few  short  intervals  of  convalescence, 
.preyed  on  me  ever  since ;  and,  at  the  moment  of 
this  actiottr  I  was  confined  to  my  bed,  and  ema- 
ciated almost  to  a  skeleton,  unable  to  set  my 
lMNrse,or  to  move  ten  paces  without  assistance. 

I  must,  however,  be  pardoned  for  trespassing 
«n  your  time  a  few  remarks  in  relation  to  the 
^air.    The  objects  of  the  British  and  American 
commanders  were  precisely  opposed ;  the  last 
being  bound  by  the  instructions  of  his  Gtovem- 
ment,  and  the  most  solemn  obligations  of  duty, 
to  precipitate  his  descent  of  the  St.  Lawrence  by 
every  practicable  means ;  because,  this  beinff  el- 
fected,  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  opposed  to 
the  American  Army  would  be  surmounted :  and 
the  first,  by  duties  equally  imperious,  to  retard, 
and,  if  possible,  prevent  such  descent — he  is  to  be 
iKscounted  victorious  who  effected  his  purpose. 
The  British  commander,  having  failed  to  gain 
^ther  of  his  objects,  can  lay  no  claim  to  the  honor 
of  the  day.    The  battle  fluctuated,  and  triumph 
seemed,  at  different  times,  inclined  to  the  contend- 
ing corps.    The  front  of  the  enemy  was  at  first 
forced  back  more  than  a  mile,  and,  though  they 
never  regained  the  ground  thus  lost,  their  stand 
was    permanent,  and    their    charges   resolute. 
Amidst  these  charffes,  and  near  the  close  of  the 
contest,  we  lost  a  field  piece  by  the  fall  of  the 
officer,  who  was  serving  it,  with  the  same  cool- 
ness as  if  he  had  been  at  a  parade  or  review ;  this 
was  Lieutenant  Smith  of  the  liffht  artillery,  who, 
in  point  of  merit,  stood  at  the  head  of  his  grade. 
The  enemy  having  halted,  and  our  troops  being 
again  formed  in  battalia,  front  to  front,  and  the 
firing  ceased  on  both  sides,  we  resumed  our  posi- 
tion on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  infantry 
being  much  fatigued,  the  whole  were  re-embarked, 
and  proceeded  down  the  river,  without  further 
annoyance  from  the  enemy  or  their  gunboats, 
while  the  drasoons,  with  five  pieces  of  light  ar- 
tilery,  marched  down  the  Canada  shore  without 


It  is  doe  to  his  rank,  to  hia  worth,  mmk  is  his 
services,  that  I  should  make  parti4solar  maHisief 
Brigadier  General  Covington,  nrho  receifelt 
mortal  wound  directly  through  the  hiMiy,  vtik 
animating  his  men,  and  leading  them  on  tt  ^ 
charge.  He  fell  where  he  fought,  at  the  hcai  of 
his  men,  and  survived  but  two  days. 

The  next  morning  the  flotilla  paased  throo^ 
the  Saut  and  joined  that  excellent  officer,  Bnf^ 
adier  General  Browp,  at  Barnharts,  Dear  Con- 
wall,  where  he  had  been  instructed  to  take  peat 
and  wait  my  arrival;  and  where  I  eoafidendf 
ex])ected  to  hear  of  Mnor  Geaeral  Hampum^ 
arrival  on  the  opposite  shore.  Bat,  immediatelj 
after  I  halted.  Colonel  Atkinson,  the  Inspectsr 
General  of  tne  division  under  Major  Geoenl 
Hampton,  waited  on  me  with  a  letter  from  that 
officer,  in  which,  to  my  unspeakable  mordfication 
and  surprise,  he  declined  the  junction  ordered^ 
and  informed  me  he  was  marchii^g  towards  Luke 
Champlain,  by  way  of  co-operating  in  the  propo- 
sed attack  on  Montreal. 

This  letter,  together  with  a  copy  of  that  to 
which  it  is  an  answer,  were  immediately  sub- 
mitted to  a  council  of  war,  composed  of  my  gea- 
eral  officers,  and  the  Colonel  commanding  t&e 
elite,  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral, who  uaaaimously  gave  it  as  their  opinioa. 
that  ^  the  attack  on  Montreal  should  be  abandoned 
for  the  present  season,  and  the  amy,  then  netr 
Cornwall,  should  be  immediately  crossed  to  (he 
American  shore  for  taking  up  Winter  ^narf eii^ 
and  that  this  place  affords  an  ef^Ue  podtioQ 
for  such  quarters." 

I  acquiesced  in  these  opinions,  not  from  the 
shortness  of  the  stock  of  provisions,  (which  had 
been  reduced  bv  the  acts  of  God)  bwauae  that  of 
our  meat  had  heen  increased  five  days,  and  our 
bread  had  been  reduced  only  two  days,  aad  be- 
cause we  could,  in  case  of  extremity,  have  \mi 
on  the  enemy ;  but  because  the  loss  of  the  divi- 
sion under  Major  General  Hampton  weakened 
my  force  too  sensibly  to  justify  the  attempt,  li 
ail  my  measures  aad  movements  of  moment,  I 
have  taken  the  opinions  of  my  general  oflioeR^ 
which  have  been  m  accord  with  my  own. 

I  remained  on  the  Canada  shore  until  the  next 
day,  without  seeing  or  hearing  from  the  ^  povei- 
ful  force''  of  the  enemy  in  our  neighborhood,  ani 
the  same  day  reached  this  position  with  the  »- 
tillery  and  infantry.  The  diagooas  have  ben 
ordered  to  Utici^  and  its  vicinity,  and  I  expect  aie 
fifty  or  sixty  miles  on  the  march. 

You  have,  under  cover,  a  summary  abeciaet  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  in  the  affair  of  thellth in- 
stant, which  shall  soon  be  followed  by  a  partieolar 
return,  in  which  a  iust  r^fard  will  be  paid  to  in- 
dividual merits.  The  dead  rest  in  honor, and  the 
wounded  bled  for  their  country  and  dettrte  its 
gratitude. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  tok, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

The  Hon.  J.  ABM8TRoifo, 

Secretary  i^  War. 


» 


Apymmx. 


2460 


fbUure  rf  the  ^hrUum  Army. 


u  of  the  KiUed  and  Woavded  of  a  Dotacihmaiit 
the  Annj  of  the  United  States,  desoendittg  &e 
Lawrenoe*  under  the  command  of  Major  General 
nee  Wilkineon,  in  an  action  fovght  at  Williame* 
'gh,  in  Upper  Canada,  on  the  11th  of  NoTemher, 

La. 

2^<i.«-Subaltern8  3,  sergeants  7,  corporals  3, 
ician  1,  prirates  88.-— Total  102. 
'wmded. — Brigadier  general  1,  assistant  ad- 
it general  1,  aid-de-camp  1,  colooel  1,  major 
Lptains  5,  subalterns  t,  serseants  9,  corporals 
lusician  1,  prirates  10&-*Tolal  237. 


08  of  the    CommiBsioned    Officers    killed   and 

wounded. 

r/Ztfd—Lieatenant  William  W.  Smith,  of  the 
;  artillery;  Lieutenant  David  Hunter,  of  the 
regiment  infantry;  Lieutenaut Edward  Oim* 
I,  of  the  16ih  regiment  infantry. 
^ounded. — Brigadier  General  Leonard  Cof- 
>n,  mortally,  (since  dead;)  Major  Talbot 
mbers,  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  slightly ; 
or  Darby  Noon,  Aid-de-camp  to  Brigadier 
eral  Swartwout,  slighly ;  Colonel  James  P. 
ton,  of  the  23d  regiment  infantry,  severely, 
ight  thigh  fractured ;  Major  William  Com- 
gps^  of  the  8th  regiment  infantry,  severely; 
tain  Edmund  Foster,  of  the  9th  regiment  iu- 
ry.  slightly ;  Captain  David  S.  Townsend,  of 
^th  regiment  infantry,  severely-^taken  pris- 
i  Captain  Mordecai  Myers,  or  the  13th  resi- 
t  infantry,  severely ;  Captain  John  Campbell, 
he  13th  regiment  infantry,  slightly ;  Captain 
1  B.  Murdoch,  of  the  25th  regiment  infantry ; 
itenant  William  S.  Heatoo,  of  the  11th  regi- 
it  infantry,  severely ;  Lieutenant  John  Wil- 
is^ of  the  13th  reffiment  infantry,  slightly; 
Itenant  John  Lynch,  of  the  14th  regiment  in- 
ry,    severely — taken    prisoner;    Lieutenant 
IT  Pelham,  of  the  2lst  regiment  infantry,  se- 
ily — taken  prisoner;    Lieutenant  James  D. 
wn,  of  the  25th  regiment  infantry,  slightly ; 
utenant  Archibald  U.  Crary,  of  the  25th  regi- 
it  infantry,  severely,  in  the  skirmish  the  day 
>re  the  action. 

ldjutant  Genbral's  OpFies, 
Frenoh  Mills,  November,  1813. 

J.  B.  WALBACH, 
AdjtUaui  General. 

I.  B. — Colonel  Preston  commanded  the  13th 
iment  of  infantry  during  the  action ;  and  Major 
inmings  did  duty  with  the  16th  regiment  of 
mtry  iu  the  action. 


mal  referred  to  in  thefire^amg  Utter  of  Me^er 
General  wiOaneon. 

Taober  2l8t.  Boisterous  weather ;  left  Sack- 

8  Harbor;   at  night  arrived  off   Grenadier 

md. 

October  22d.  Called  for  a  return  of  the  troops 
the  island ;  found  a  laTge  body  to  be  still  in 
rear,  wrecked  or  stranded ;  returned  is  quest 


the  island,  who  were  nearly  destitute  ;  observed 
at  night,  on  our  way  up,  manv  fires  on  different 
points  of  the  coast ;  wind  so  high  could  not  call 
at  them ;  reached  the  harbor  at  midnight. 

October  23d.  Orders  given  for  the  shipment  of 
the  clothing;  many  stragglers  picked  up  and 
embarked  for  Grenadier  island ;  Colonel  Coles 
arrived  with  two  hundred  men  of  the  12ih  regi- 
ment, and  sailed  for  the  same  place  ;  the  Growler 
equipped,  manned,  furnished  with  a  skipper,  and 
sent  to  Oswego  for  Colonels  Randolph  and  Scott 
(who  were  expected  at  that  place)  and  as  many 
men  as  she  could  carry.  We  sailed  for  Grenadier 
island ;  arrived  about  eight  o'clock  at  night  on 
the  island ;  weather  blustering,  with  frequent 
rain.  All  this  time  the  General's  illness  contin- 
ued without  abatement. 

October  24th.  Hard  rains  with  heavy  gales. 
Still  at  anchor  off  the  island. 

October  25th.    The  General  landed,  and  meas- 
ures were  immediately  taken  to  seize  every  pause 
of  the  prevailing  storms  to  slip  the  floiifia  into 
the  St.  Lawrence  by  small  detachments.    In 
these  deceitful  momentary  calms  we  found  it  im- 
possible to  traverse  in  safety  the  arm  of  the  lake 
to  Gravelly  point,  though  distant  only  nine  miles. 
In  the  several  attempts  made,  many  boats  were 
driven  ashore,  and  much  provision  and  clothing 
lost.    French  creek,  nearlv  opposite  the  point 
where  the  enemy  expected  we  should  land  to 
atuick  Kingston,  was  made  the  general  rendez- 
vous of  the  troops,  and  Brigadier  General  Brown 
ordered  on  to  take  the  chief  command.    The  ex- 
pedition of  the  Growler  was  so  far  successful, 
that,  on  the  31st,  Colonel  Randolph,  after  a  peril- 
ous voyage,  reached  Grenadier  island  with  two 
hundred  and  thirty  men  of  the  20th  regiment. 
On  the  2d  November,  Commodore  Chauncev,  by 
concert,  entered  the  St.  Lawrence,  fell  down 
nearly  to  French  creek,  and  took  a  position  to 
command  the  north  and  south  channels.    In  the 
evening  of  the  1st  November  our  vigilant  enemy 
having  observed,  even  amid  the  storms,  our  move- 
ment and  position  at  French  creek,  attacked  the 
detachment  at  that  place,  under  General  Brown, 
about  sunset,  with  a  squadron  of  two  brigs  and 
two  schooners,  with  many  boats  loaded  with  in- 
fantry for  landing,  should  their  cannonade  make 
a  sufficient  impression.    Very  soon  Captain  Mc- 
Pherson,  of  the  light  artillery,  erected  a  battery 
of  three  eighteen  pounders,  and  returned  their 
fire  with  such  spirit  and  effect  that  they  fell  down 
to  a  harbor  below,  beyond  its  range.    Next  morn- 
ing the  attack  was  renewed  and  repelled,  and  one 
of  the  brigs  was,  with  great  difficulty,  towed  off 
by  the  squadron,  which  put  into  Kingston  chau- 
nel.  behind  Grand  island.     We  lost  two  killed 
anu  four  wounded.    The  enemy  were  supposed 
to  have  suffered  sererely  from  the  evident  disa- 
bled state  of  their  brig,  and  the  deliberate  and 
well  directed  fire  of  the  gallant  Captain  Mc- 
Pherson. 

November  3d  The  rear  of  the  armv,  with  the 
General  more  and  more  sick,  sailed  for  the  gen- 
eral rendezvous,  where  the  chief  part  arrived  in 


them,  and  to  order  from  the  harbor  a  supply 

Winttr  clothing  and  shoes  for  the  troops  on  |  the  evening.    The  General  was  carried  on  shore, 
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and  lodged  in  a  teat,  his  malady  increasiog  in 
Tiolence. 

November  4<A.  This  day  was  devoted  to  final 
arrangements  for  the  sailing  of  the  flotilla.  Wea- 
ther moderating. 

November  5<A.  Charming  day.  The  flotilla 
got  under  way,  and,  without  accident,  feil'down 
and  landed  early  in  the  night  below  Morrisviile. 
The  General,  suspecting  he  would  be  followed  by 
the  enemy,  as  in  the  morning  his  course  had 
been  discovered  by  three  of  their  look-out  gun- 
boats and  a  gig,  and  knowing  that  two  of  their 
armed  schooners  could  jeopard  his  movement, 
gave  orders  for  the  flotilla  to  pass  Prescott,  then 
seven  miles  below  him,  in  the  course  of  the  night. 
But  some  confusion  occurred,  arising  from  the 
novelty  of  the  movement,  and  the  order  was 
countermanded. 

November  6th,  This  morning  the  health  of 
the  General  appeared  better ;  he  ordered  the  flo- 
tilla to  descend  to  a  point  within  three  miles  of 
Prescott ;  and  the  day  bein^  fine,  got  into  his  gig, 
and  proceeded  to  reconnoitre  the  place.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  powder  and  fixed  ammunition  were 
debarked  and  placed  in  carts,  to  be  transported 
by  land,  under  cover  of  the  night,  beyond  the 
enemy's  batteries.  As  soon  as  the  Grene'ral  re- 
turned, orders  were  issued  for  the  debarcation  of 
every  man  (except  so  many  as  were  necessary  to 
navigate  the  boats)  who  were  directed  to  march, 
under  cover  of  the  night,  to  save  useless  exposure 
to  the  enemy's  cannon,  to  a  bay  two  miles  below 
Prescott;  and  arrangements  were  made,  at  the 
same  time,  for  the  passage  of  the  flotilla  by  that 
place,  the  superintendency  of  which  devolved  on 
brigadier  Greneral  Brown,  the  general  officer  of 
the  day.  About  eight  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  had  so 
heavy  a  fog,  that  it  was  believed  we  could  pass 
the  British  fortress  unobserved,  and  orders  were 
accordingly  given  for  the  army  to  march  and  the 
flotilla  to  get  under  way.  The  General,  in  his 
eig,  proceeded  ahead,  lollowed  by  his  passage- 
boat  and  family;  but  a  sudden  change  of  the 
atmosphere  exposed  his  passage-boat  to  the  garri- 
son of  the  enemy,  and  near  fifty  twenty-four 
pound  shot  were  fired  at  her  without  effect,  while 
the  column  on  land,  discovered  by  the  gleam  of 
their  arms^  were  assailed  with  shot  and  shells, 
without  injury.  General  Brown,  on  hearing  the 
firing,  judiciously  halted  the  flotilla  until  the  moon 
had  set,  when  it  got  in  motion,  but  was  perceived 
by  the  enemy,  who  opened  upon  it,  and  continued 
their  fire,  from  front  to  rear,  for  the  space  of  three 
hours ;  and  yet,  out  of  more  than  three  hundred 
boats,  not  one  was  touched,  and  only  one  man 
was  killed,  and  two  were  wounded ;  and  before 
ten  next  morning  the  whole  of  the  flotilla  (except 
two  vessels)  reached  the  place  of  rendezvous. 
About  noon,  this  day,  Colonel  King,  Adjutant 
General  of  the  army  of  General  Hampton,  ar- 
rived, and  waited  on  the  Commander-m-Chief, 
whom  he  informed  that  he  had  been  to  Sackett's 
Harbor  with  a  despatch  from  General  Hampton 
to  the  Secretary  of  War ;  that  he  had  bo  com- 
munication, written  or  verbal,  from  Major  Gen- 
eral EUimpton  to  him  (the  Commander-in-Chief) 


but  that,  not  finding  the  Secrecaiy  cf  Wv  at 
Sackett's  Harbor,  he  had  thoogtit  propeLDtUs 
return,  to  call  for  any  communication  be(Oii- 
eral  Wilkinson)  might  have  to  make  toQcMil 
Hampton.  The  General  had  intended,  it  the 
course  of  this  day,  to  send  an  express  to  Gcaenl 
Hampton^  with  an  order  to  him  to  form  t  jik- 
tion  of  his  division  with  the  corfie  deseeod^ 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and  availed  himself  of  oe 
opportunity  presented  by  Colonel  King,  to  nl 
the  order. 

November  Ith.  The  Gkneral  having  bea  cf> 
posed  to  the  open  air  all  last  night,  in  eonseqaew 
found  himself  ill.  In  passing^  Prescott,  two  tf 
our  largest  vessels,  loaded  with  provisions,  artil* 
lery,  and  ordnance  stores,  either  through  eov- 
ardice  or  treachery,  had  been  run  into  the  rirci 
near  Ogdensburg,  and  opposite  PrescotL  Tb 
enemy  kept«up  so  constant  a  cannooade  on  them, 
that  we  found  it  difficult,  and  lost  half  a  day,  to 
get  them  out.  We  perceived  the  militia  in  arms 
at  Johnson,  directly  opposite  us,  and  seven! 
pieces  of  fidd  artillery  in  motion.  Understui* 
ing  that  the  coast  below  was  lined  with  poits  of 
musketry  and  artillery  at  every  narrow  past  of 
the  river.  Colonel  Macomb  was  detached,  aboii 
one  o'clock,  with  the  elite  corps,  of  about  ooe 
thousand  two  hundred  men,  to  remove  these  ob- 
structions^ and  the  General  got  under  way  aboit 
half-past  three  o'clock.  Four  or  ^^t  miles  bekv 
we  entered  the  first  rapids  of  the  river,  and,  sooa 
after  passing  them,  two  pieces  of  light  urtillerf, 
which  had  not  been  observed  by  Col.  liacomb, 
opened  a  sharp  fire  upon  the  Qenerai's  pasnge- 
boat,  but  without  any  further  effect  than  cattini 
away  some  of  the  rigging.  Lieut.  Col.  Bosti^ 
with  a  part  of  our  light  gun  barges,  came  witbii 
shot  of  the  pieces  of  the  enemy,  and  a  cannonadi 
ensued,  without  injury  on  either  side.  In  tke 
mean  time  Maior  Forsyth,  who  was  in  the  rear  of 
the  elite  of  Colonel  Macomb,  landed  his  nflemeo, 
advanced  upon  the  enemy's  guns,  and  had  his  &r 
drawn  bv  a  couple  of  videttes,  posted  in  histoa^ 
on  whien  their  pieces  were  precipitately  cairiad 
oflf.  The  General  came  to  at  dusk,  aboat  sx 
miles  below  the  town  of  Hamilton,  where  he  it- 
ceived  a  report  from  Colonel  Macomb,  who  had 
routed  n  party  at  a  block-house,  about  two  ouks 
below,  and  captured  an  officer. 

NovemberBth.  This  morning  the  flotilla fel 
down  to  a  contraction  of  the  river,  at  a  poat 
called  the  "White  House,"  where  thedmfoos 
were  assembled  to  be  crossed.  Brigadier  Oca^ 
ral  Brown  was  ordered  this  morning  to  reiafoioe 
Colonel  Macomb  with  his  brigade,  and  to  cake 
the  command  ;  and  the  whole  day  and  foUoviaf 
niffht  were  devoted  to  transporting  the  diagooas. 
About  noon  this  day  we  received  advice  tbattiro 
armed  schooners,  and  a  body  of  the  enemy  ii 
batteaux,  estimated  at  one  thousand  or  fifteen  hat* 
dred  men,  had  descended  the  river  from  Kiit 
ston,  and  landed  at  Prescott ;  that  they  m 
immediately  sent  a  flag  across  the  river  to  0|t 
densburg,  and  demanded  the  delivery  of  all  pi^ 
lie  property  there,  under  penaltjr  of  bumiBfA^ 
town.    Not  long  after,  iotormatioa  was  receifc^ 
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e  enemy  had  ro-embarked  at  Prescott  in 
Atteaux,  and  were  followiDg  us  with  seven 

nnber  Wu  This  morning,  verv  early,  the 
menaced  oar^  rear,  and  a  slight  skirmish 
lace  between  our  riflemen  and  a  party  of 
Dilitia  and  Indians,  in  which  we  had  one 
Lilled,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  back. 
ftTalry,  with  four  pieces  of  light  artillery, 
the  command  oi  Captain  McPherson,  were 
ed  to  the  command  of  Brigadier  Qeneral 
I,  and  he  was  ordered  to  march  to  clear 
ast  below  us  as  far  as  a  point  near  the  head 
Ltoogue  Saut.  The  rapidity  of  the  current 
i  us  to  halt  the  flotilla  several  hours,  to 
\  Greoeral  Brown  to  make  good  his  march 
le  to  cover  our  movement.  During  this 
the  enemy  frequently  threatened  our  rear, 
(▼er  indicated  an  intention  to  make  a  seri- 
:tack.  About  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  flo- 
'Ol  under  way,  and  came  to,  about  five 
K,  at  the  Yellow  House,  having  floated 
'  eleven  miles  in  two  hours,  where  we  en- 
»d  for  the  night. 

member  102A.   Thir  morning  the  following 
"was  issued : 

omiv^  General  Orders, 

"  HsADaUARTERS,  TdTTLB's  BaT, 

November  10,  1813. 
eneral  Brown  will  prosecute  his  march  with 
oops  yesterday  under  his  command,  except- 
ro  pieces  of  artillery  and  the  second  dra- 
.  who,  with  all  the  well  men  of  the  other 
les,  except  a  sufficient  number  to  navigate 
lata,  are  to  march  under  the  orders  of  Briga- 
jkneral  Boyd.  This  precaution  is  enjoined 
^ard  to  the  safety  of  the  men  in  passing  the 
;ue  Saut ;  and  as  this  rapid  is  long  and  dan- 
is,  the  General  earnestly  requests  the  com- 
ling  officers  of  regiments  and  corps  to  exam- 
he  boats,  and  see  them  properly  fitted,  in 
'  to  avoid  accidents  as  much  as  possible, 
idiec  General  Boyd  will  take  the  necessary 
LUtioD  to  prevent  the  enemy,  who  hangs  on 
rear,  from  making  an  advantageous  attack, 
if  attacked,  is  to  turn  about  and  beat  them, 
boats  are  to  resume  the  station  assigned 
\  in  the  original  order  respecting  the  flotilla, 
for  this  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments 
>riflndes  will  be  held  responsible.  The  move- 
t  otjrestci^day  was  a  reproach  to  the  service, 
flotilla  will  come  to  to-day  at  Barnhart's,near 
>  Island,  and  two  guns  from  the  front  will  be 
lignal  for  landing.  In  case  of  an  attack  in 
\  beyond  all  expectation,  the  corps  under 
:adier  Generals  Boyd  and  Brown  are  to  co- 
ate  with  each  other,  promptly  and  with  de- 
m.  The  General  officer  of  the  day  will  strict- 
Ltend  and  see  that  the  flotilla  j;>uts  ofi*  and 
res  in  the  prescribed  order,  and  will  arrest  any 
!er  who  presumes  to  deviate  therefrom." 

rigadier  Qeneral  Brown  marched,  and  about 
Q  was  engaged  by  a  party  of  the  enemy  near 
ock-house  on  the  Saut,  erected  to  harass  our 
11a  in  its  descent.    About  the  same  time  the 


enemy  were  observed  to  be  advancing  on  oar 
rear,  and  their  galley  and  gunboats  hove  in  sight, 
approached  our  flotilla,  then  at  shore,  and  began 
to  cannonade  it.  The  slender  structure  of  our 
gun  barges  made  it  impossible  for  them  to  resist 
the  long  twenty-four  pounder  of  the  enemy's 
galley;  this  obliged  the  General  to  order  two 
eighteen  pounders  to  be  run  on  shore  and  formed 
in  battery,  a  single  shot  from  which  gave  such  an 
alarm  to  the  enemy's  vessels,  that  they  retired  up 
the  river,  accompanied  by  their  troops.  But  these 
slight  operations  so  far  wasted  the  day,  that  our 
pilots  were  afraid  to  enter  the  Saut  (a  continued 
rapid  of  eight  miles)  with  the  flotilla;  we,  there- 
fore, fell  down  within  two  or  three  miles  of  the 
head  of  it,  and  came  to  for  the  night.  By  this 
time  the  General  had  become  so  extremely  ill  as 
to  be  unable  to  sit  up,  and  was  confined  to  his 
bed  in  a  small  berth  under  the  quarter  deck  of 
his  passage  boat. 

November  llth.  Having  heard  the  firing  of 
the  cannon  yesterday  between  General  Brown 
and  the  enemy,  being  still  unapprized  of  the  re- 
sult, it  became  necessary  that  we  should  hear 
from  him  before  we  committed  ourselves  to  the 
Saut,  which  allows  no  retreat^  no  turning  to  the 
right  or  left,  but  where  the  impetuosity  of  the 
current  impels.  About  ten  or  eleven  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  the  Cfommander- in- Chief  received  advice 
from  General  Brown  that  he  had  forced  the  en- 
emy to  retire  before  him,  and  had  arrived  near 
the  foot  of  the  Saut.  Orders  were  immediately 
given  for  the  flotilla  to  prepare  to  sail,  and  for 
General  Boyd  and  his  command  to  commence 
their  march,  when  some  firing  took  place' from 
the  gunboats^  and  a  report  was  brought  to  the 
Commander-m-Chief  that  the  enemy  was  ad- 
vancing in  column ;  on  this  he  ordered  General 
Boyd  to  attack  them,  and  the  flotilla  was  directed 
not  to  leave  the  shore.  But  the  report  was  soon 
after  contradicted.  A  variety  of  reports  respect- 
ing their  movements  and  counter  movements 
were,  after  this,  successively  brought  to  the  Gen- 
eral, which  impressed  him  with  the  conviction 
that  the  enemy  had  determined  to  attack  his  rear, 
as  soon  as  the  flotilla  should  put  off"  and  the  trooj» 
commence  their  march.  He  resolved  to  antici- 
pate them;  he,  therefore,  sent  Colonel  Swift,  of 
the  engineers,  with  instructions  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Boyd,  wno  had  been  directed  by  the  order  of 
the  preceding  day  to  take  command  of  the  de- 
tachment on  shore,  to  form  that  detachment  into 
three  columns,  to  advance  upon  the  enemy,  to 
endeavor  to  outflank  them,  and  to  take  their  artil- 
lery. Soon  after  this  the  action  commenced,  and 
.for  the  numbers  eneaged  was  extremely  warm  and 
bloody  for  upwards  of  two  hours,  during  which 
time,  in  open  space  and  fair  combat,  the  raw  un- 
disciplined troops  of  the  United  States  braved, 
and  frequently  orove,  the  best  troops  of  the  Brit- 
ish army.  Descriptions  of  battles  have  become 
too  subservient  to  the  gratification  of  personal 
vanity,  and  the  acquisition  of  popular  applause ; 
yet  every  man  who  has  taken  part  m  a  great  action 
must  know  that  there  is  notning  more  difficult 
than  to  do  justice  to  the  merits  of  a  battle  in  all 
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its  parts,  where  it  is  hard  to  find  two  officers,  un- 
less fiffhtiDg  side  hj  side,  who  agree  in  opinion 
as  to  the  propriety  of  measures  and  the  condaet 
of  men.  The  fortunes  of  this  dav  were  various; 
sometimes  one  line,  sometimes  tne  other,  firing 
way.  Unfortunately,  during  theshiftings  of  the  ac- 
tion, by  the  death  of  Lieut.  Smith,  a  young  officer 
of  the  highest  promise,  the  enemy  got  possession 
of  a  field- piece,  the  only  trophy  they  obtained. 
It  is  difficult  to  speak  of  the  precise  numbers  en- 
gaged on  either  side,  because  the  detachment 
under  General  Boyd  consisted  of  an  indefinite 
number  of  hist)wn,  Corington'a^  and  Swartwout's 
brigades,  ordered  from  on  board  the  boats  to 
lighten  them,  and  save  the  hazard  of  the  men's 
lives  in  descending  the  Saut.  Neither  Coving- 
ton nor  Swartwout  were  obliged  to  take  part  in 
the  action  with  this' detachment;  yet  they  both 
entered  the  field,  taking  command  of  that  part  of 
it  which  belonged  to  their  respective  brigades, 
where  they  exhibited  the  same  courageous  con- 
duct which  distinguished  Gkneral  Boyd  on  the 
field ;  and,  to  the  great  loss  of  the  service,  Briga- 
dier General  Covington  received  a  mortal  wound 
when  encouraging  and  leading  on  his  detach- 
ment. The  numbers  engaged  on  our  side  could 
not  have  exceeded  sixteen  or  seventeen  hundred 
men,  while  those  of  the  enemy  are  reckoned,  hy 
spectators,  at  from  one  to  two  thousand ;  but  it 
is  probable  did  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred,  con- 
sisting, as  we  are  informed,  of  detachments  of  the 
49th,  84th,  and  104th,  the  voltiguers,  and  Glen- 
garian  regiment. 

With  respect  to  the  courage  displayed  by  our 
officers,  it  would  be  useless  to  enter  into  details, 
since  they  all  manifested  in  their  respective  sta- 
tions equal  intrepidity.  The  names  of  the  mer- 
itorious dead  and  wounded  will  be  recorded  in 
another  place.  The  firing  ceased,  by  common 
consent,  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M. ;  our  troops 
were  formed  in  battalia  in  front  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  also  in  line,  and  they  separated,  the 
enemy  to  their  camp,  and  we  to  our  boats.  The 
troops  being  much  exhausted,  it  was  considered 
most  convenient  that  they  should  embark,  and 
that  the  dragoons,  with  the  artillery,  should  i)ro- 
ceed  by  land.  The  embarcation  took  place  with- 
out the  smallest  molestation  from  the  enemy, 
and  the  flotilla  made  a  harbor  near  the  head  of 
the  Saut,  on  the  opposite  shore.  The  views  of 
the  American  and  British  commanders  were,  on 
this  occasion,  precisely  opposed.  The  first  bein? 
bound  by  the  instructions  of  his  Gbvernment,  and 
the  most  solemn  obligations  of  duty,  to  precipi- 
tate his  descent  of  the  St.  Lawrence  by  every 
practicable  means,  and  the  last  hj  duties  equally 
imperious  to  retard,  and,  if  possible,  to  prevent 
such  descent.  If,  then,  he  found  himself  victo- 
rious on  this  day,  it  was  certainly  in  hi^  power 
to  have  effected  the  one  or  the  other  object ;  and 
as  he  made  no  attempt  to  effect  either,  it  follows, 
incontestably,  that  he  had  no  fair  ground  on 
wliich  to  claim  a  victory. 

November  12th.  The  flotilla  sailed  early  this 
morning,  and  passed  down  the  Saut  without  dis- 
covering either  the  boats  or  troops  of  the  en- 


emy, and  arrived,  in  the  course  of  thefflRBooa 
at  barn  hart's,  where  the  commaodiaf  ikieni 
received  a  letter  from  Major  General  Himgioi, 
by  the  hands  of  Colonel  Atkinson,  his  Inpects! 
General,  which  blasted  all  his  hopes,  anddnfiroy- 
ed  every  prospect  of  the  campaign.  A  amd 
of  war  was  called  upon  the  receipt  of  this  tomta- 
nicatton,  which  was  submitted  to  their  eoante 
tion,  whereupon  the  council  determined  thuit 
conduct  of  Major  Gteaeral  Hampton,  ia  refiai^ 
to  join  his  division  to  the  troops  desceodisg^ 
St.  Lawrence  to  carrr  an  attack  against  Mi» 
treal,  rendered  it  expedient  to  leave  the  left  bill 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  to  remove  the  troopi  a 
French  Mills,  on  Salmon  river;  and  the  tUh 
teenth  of  November  this  recommendation  wi 
accordingl]r  carried  into  effect,  ample  time  bM^ 
ing  been  given  to  the  enemy  to  have  tried  a  ae^ 
ond  action,  if  they  had  dared  to  mo  the  hazard. 


Extract  of  a  letttar  from  Major  Gkncnl 
the  Secretaiy  of  War,  dated 

Frszich  Mills,  Nov.  17, 1812. 

^  After  what  has  passed  between  as.  yon  oi 
perhaps  conceive  my  amazement  and  ehagni  ■ 
the  conduct  of  Major  General  Hampton.  Tki 
game  was  in  view,  and,  had  he  performed  tJm 
junction  directed,  would  have  been  ours  in  eigll 
or  ten  days.  But  he  chose  to  recede^  ia  order » 
co-operate,  and  my  dawning  hopes,  mad  the  hops 
and  honor  of  the  army,  were  htosted.' 


Extract  from  the  General  Order  oCGeaeial  WiUoiiaei. 

of  lYovember  IS. 

"The  troops  are  to  embark  without  loss  a 
time,  yet  are  not  to  be  hurried  in  leaving  the  Ci- 
nadian  shore,  from  whence  the  Gommandcrtt- 
Chief  is  compelled  to  retire  by  the  extraordiaar^, 
unexampled,  and,  it  appears,  unwamatihle  eea- 
duet  of  Major  Gkneral  Hampton,  in  reTauaf  iB 
join  this  army  with  a  division  of  four  ikomB^ 
men,  under  fats  command,  agreeably  to  poiitiie 
orders  from  the  Commanaer-in-Ohief,  and, ask 
has  been  assured  by  the  Secrecarv  of  War,  of 
explicit  instructions  from  the  HTar  l>epartiMit 
'^  Thus  deprived  of  a  large  portion  of  his  |ks- 
mised  force,  the  Commander-in-Chief  feeb  Us* 
self  bound,  by  a  sense  of  regard  to  this  meriis- 
rious  corps,  and  of  sacred  duty  to  tl^  UaiHi 
States,  to  spare  the  lives  of  brave  men,  and  ast 
to  hazard  the  chamcter  or  interest  of  the  aaM 
by  an  unequal  conflict.  He,  with  lively  i^nt, 
and  the  deepest  mortification,  auspen^  the  ai* 
tack  on  Montreal ;  but  he  assures  the  araiy  (hat 
it  is  not  abandoned." 


Colonel  Purdy's  report  to  Major  General  Wilkin«a 
of  the  action  at  Chateangay,  dbc,  trsmBHtted  if 
the  General  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  arrived  at  Cumberland  Head  September  M 
1813,  and  on  the  18th  took  command  of  ihe^ 
reffiment  of  infantry,  stationed  at  that  pheC' 
The  army,  consisting  of  about  four  thoas*^ 
men,  was  composed  principally  of  raeraiis  «ho 
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leen  but  a  short  time  in  serriee,  and  had  not 
ezerciMd  with  that  rigid  diseiptiDe  so  esseo- 
'  necessary  to  constitate  the  soldier.  They 
indeed,  been  taught  rarious  eyolations,  hot 
irit  of  subordination  was  foreign  to  their 
k  On  the  19th,  orders  were  issued  for  the 
e  army,  except  a  squadron  of  horse  and  the 
ery,  to  embark  in  batteaux.  The  army  got 
r  way,  preceded^  bv  the  light  corps,  and 
ed  on  the  right  by  the  navy,  and  arrired  at 
y  at  12  o'clock  at  night,  lay  on  their  arms, 
rked  aaain  soon  after  sunrise  the  next  mom- 
proceeded  down  the  lake  as  far  as  Cham- 
,  and  up  Champlain  river  the  distance  of 
mileS)  where  we  landed,  and  immediately 
bed  to  Odletown.  The  light  corps,  which 
ded  the  other  troops  some  hours,  surprised 
efeated  a  guard  of  the  enemy  at  that  place, 
remained  at  Odletown  until  the  middle  of 
ext  day,  during  which  time  a  want  of  sys- 
D  the  management  of  the  army  was  readily 
rered  by  every  miKtary  man,  that  led  to  an- 
fisioQs  for  the  safety  of  the  troops,  should 
Bemy  oppose  with  any  considerable  force, 
army  returned  to  Champlain  the  21st,  to 
y  the  22d,  and  the  day  following  commenced 
oute  to  Chateaugay.  The  whole  of  this 
ti,  a  distance  of  more  than  seventy  miles, 
^ery  disagreeable;  the  officers  were  not  per- 
il to  take  with  them  the  necessaries,  much 
IB  conveniences  of  life,  and  were  compelled 
mdon  clothing  and  other  things  essentially 
Miry  to  preserve  the  body  in  health.  We 
we  complaint,  endured  every  privation,  pre- 
rg  the  commanding  officer  had  sufficient 
>B  for  his  conduct,  and  concluding  it  was 
nno  pubUco,  The  scene  has  passed,  and 
sufficient  has  elapsed  to  have  discovered 
reasons,  had  they  existed;  none  have  been 
;  on  the  contrary,  circumstances  have  de- 
trated  that  it  was  a  useless  and  unnecessary 
be  of  both  public  and  private  property, 
srmy  remained  at  Chateaugay  tweniy-six 
and  on  the  21st  October  commenced  an  ex- 
^a  into  the  enemy's  country.  The  first  brig- 
ilowed  the  course  of  the  Chieiteaugay  river 
lear's,  the  distance  of  eighteen  miles  and 
rd.and  there  met  the  second  hrigade,  which 
tken  a  nearer  and  more  convenieut  route, 
aarch  was  very  fatiguins^,  equalled  only  by 
er  that  soon  followed.  Credit  is  due  to  both 
ficers  and  soldiers  for  their  orderly  conduct, 
ice;  and  perseverance^  in  surmounting  the 
lible  obstacles  the  enemy  threw  in  their 
^  On  the  25th,  a  difficult  and  very  fatiguing 
ition  was  planned,  and  the  execution  of  it 
led  to  the  first  brigade,  which  had  been  for 
time  previous,  and  still  remained,  under  my 
land.  The  design  was  to  cut  off  the  retreat 
body  of  the  enemy,  supposed  to  be  en- 
id  on  the  banks  of  the  Chateaugay.  six 
distant.  With  this  intention  the  first  brig- 
fts  ordered  to  cross  the  river  at  night,  march 
y  down,  and  recross  at  a  ford  two  miies 
the  enemy,  and  attack  them  in  rear,  giving 
concerted  signal,  while  the  second  brigade 


moved  down  the  road  in  front.  We  commenced 
the  march  at  sundown,  and  by  sunrise  the  next 
morning  had  gained  only  six  miles.  Here  we 
were  discovered  by  the  enemy,  and  fired  on  from 
the  opposite  side  or  the  river.  During  that  night 
we  were  repeatedly  misled  by  the  guides,  who 
knew  nothing  of  the  country,  having  never  been 
that  way,  and  at  the  time  we  were  attacked,  they 
had  led  us  into  a  thick  cedar  growth  or  swamp 
on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  immediately  op- 
posite the  enemy's  position,  and  knew  not  how 
to  extricate  us^  Incredible  as  it  may  appear, 
Greneral  Hampton  intrusted  nearly  one-half  of 
his  armv.  and  those  his  best  troops,  to  the  gui- 
dance or  men,  each  of  whom  repeatedly  assured 
him  that  they  were  not  acquainted  with  the 
country,  and  were  not  competent  to  direct  such 
an  expedition.  At  the  same  time  Glenerai  Hamp- 
ton told  me  he  had  a  man  by  the  name  of  Smith, 
who  had  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  country,  and 
whom  he  promised  to  send  me,  but  which  he  ne- 
glected to  do.  The  defeat  of  the  expedition  was 
the  consequence  of  this  neglect  or  the  Major 
Qeneral.  About  two  o'clock,  while  receiving  an 
order  from  Colonel  King,  Adjutant  Oeneral.  upon 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  to  march  back  roar 
miles,  and  then  ford  the  river  and  join  the  2d 
brigade,  the  enemy  made  a  furious  attack  on  the 
column  by  a  great  discharge  of  musketry,  ac- 
companiea  by  the  yells  of  the  savages.  Unfor- 
tunately the  word  "  retreat"  was  heard,  which, 
for  a  short  time,  spread  confusion  among  the  sev- 
eral corps.  A  suflicient  number,  however,  re- 
mained firmjand  the  enemy  was  soon  compelled 
to  retire.  Towards  sundown  I  sent  General 
Hampton  a  request  that  a  regiment  might  be  or- 
dered down  to  cover  my  landing  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river;  but  judve  my  surprise,  on  re- 
ceiving intelligence  that  he  had  retreated  with 
the  second  brigade  nearly  three  miles.  Thus 
was  1  deserted^  without  the  smallest  guard  to 
cover  my  landing.  To  what  cause  shall  it  be 
attributed,  that  ^tbe  Qeneral  ordered  a  retreat, 
and  that,  too,  at  the  moment  when  the  presence 
of  the  second  brigade  was  required,  or  could  be 
useful,  as  soon  afterwards  he  declared  '^  he  should 
be  willing  to  compound  with  the  first  brigade  for 
five  hundred  men."  The  wounded  had  previ- 
ously been  conveyed  across  on  rafts,  which  made 
a  removal  of  my  brigade  absolutely  necessary  for 
their  protection.  An  attempt  was  accordingly 
made,  and  a  fioating  bridge  soon  constructed  of 
old  logs,  found  on  the  margin  of  the  river.  The 
enemy  discovering  our  disposition,  commenced  a 
firing  from  the  opposite  side,  and  killed  several 
while  crossing.  Major  Snelling,  with  about  one 
hundred  men,  effected  a  landing,  and  joined  the 
main  body.  The  remainder  of  my  force,  ex- 
hausted by  the  excessive  exertions  of  the  preced- 
ing night,  and  weary  with  the  fatigues  of  the 
day,  not  having  had  a  moment  either  for  rest  or 
refreshment,  were  compelled  to  endure  the  priva- 
tion of  sleep  another  night.  We  retired  two  or 
three  miles  and  took  a  position.  At  about  12 
o'clock  the  enemy  came  up  and  made  an  attack 
upon  us,  but  were  soon  routed.    The  men  at  thia 
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time  were  formed,  and  lyiog  od  the  eroand  they 
were  to  occupy  in  case  of  an  attacK,  and  were 
ordered  to,  and  did  immediately  rise,  seize  their 
arms,  and  remain  under  them  the  residue  of  the 
night.  An  excessively  heavy  rain  prevented  the 
firing  both  of  the  enemy  and  ourselves,  except 
occasionally  a  single  gun  from,  the  former.  Our 
troops  were  ordered  not  to  fire,  but,  in  case  of  a 
repetition  of  attack,  to  charge  bayonets ;  thLi  was 
accordingly  done.  The  enemy  charged  several 
times,  and  as  often  were  put  to  flight.  It  is  ob- 
servable in  this  place,  that,  so  greatly  were  the 
men  overpowered  by  fatigue,  though  in  a  situation 
every  way  dangerous,  and  in  which  they  had 
every  reason  to  believe  they  should  be  sallied 
upon  by  the  enemy  every  moment,  many  were 
unable  to  conquer  their  disposition  to  sleep,  and 
it  was  not  in  the  power  or  the  officers  to  keep 
them  awake.  It  was  on  the  morning  of  this  last 
attack  that  the  Greneral  expressed  his  apprehen* 
sions  for  the  first  brigade,  and  made  the  declara- 
tion above  quoted.  The  next  morning  we  crossed 
the  river,  and  joined  General  Hampton ;  on  the 
28(h  the  army  retreated  four  miles,  and  on  the 
30th  and  31st  marched  back  to  Chateaugay. 
The  troops,  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  were  not 
in  a  situation  to  endure  further  fatigue;  and  it  is 
an  indubitable  fact,  that  many  of  them  were  so 
debilitated  they  were  unable  to  proceed  with  the 
brigade  on  its  march  from  the  place  of  its  last 
attack,  and  actually  did  not  reach  the  main  body 
until  the  day  after  the  brigade  had  joined  it,  and 
some  not  even  until  the  army  had  reached  the 
Four  Corners  of  Chateaugay. 

Never,  to  my  knowledge,  durioff  our  march 
into  Canada,  and  while  we  remained  at  the  Four 
Corners,  a  term  of  twenty-six  days,  did  General 
Hampton  ever  send  off  a  scouting  or  reconnoit- 
ing  party,  (except  in  one  or  two  cases  at  Spear's, 
in  Canada,  when  he  detached  a  few  dragoons  for 
this  duty,)  nor  did  he,  from  the  time  we  com- 
menced our  march  from  Cumberland  Head,  to 
our  arrival  at  Plattsburg,  ever  order  a  front,  flank, 
or  rear  guard  to  be  kept  up,  though  a  great  part 
of  the  time  we  were  in  situations  which  evidently 
required  it.  True  it  is,  these  guards  were  occa- 
sionally sent  out,  not  however  by  his  order,  but 
by  the  orders  of  the  officers  commanding  brigades. 

By  a  general  order,  dated  Chateausay,  Novem- 
ber 5,  the  General  says  he  has  paid  the  first  at- 
tention to  the  sick,  and  has  granted  them  indul- 
gences, which  created  murmurings  on  the  part  of 
some  officers  at  their  posts.  It  is  onlf  necessary 
here  to  observe,  that  every  officer  ol  the  army 
can  testify  that  the  sick  were  very  much  ne- 
glected as  far  as  regards  comfortable  quarters  and 
transportation,  and  that  they  were  strewed  along 
the  roads  through  which  we  marched  without 
care  or  attendance;  and  it  is  presumable  that 
many  have  died  in  consequence  of  this  who 
might  have  been  saved  to  themselves  if  not  to 
the  service.  The  General,  indeed,  at  the  time 
this  order  was  issued,  which  was  after  our  return 
to  the  Four  Corners,  did  order  transportation  for 
the  sick  to  Burlington,  but  this  is  the  only  in- 
stance tp  my  knowledge. 


The  Commissary's  Depftrtment  isiwilyaf 
notice.    My  order  for  proTision 
cient;  nor  could  I  obtain  anjr    but  bf 


license  of  General  Hampton.  The  Comunv 
of  Issues  has  been  constantly  in  tbe  habit  of  mO- 
ing  the  livers,  dbc.,  of  the  beeves  to  officen;  mk 
though  I  represented  this  to  General  HaBioaai 
unusual  and  improper,  he  refaaed  to  lake  Hf 
other  notice  of  it  than  saying,  ''the  Comoisaij 
is  accountable  for  all  paru  of  the  beef,  evestti 
pound  or  ounce  of  tallow;"  nor  did  he  uktuKf 
notice  of  another  piece  of  m-iscondoet  of  tk 
Commissary,  that  of  acting  ia  the  capadtja 
sutler,  but  sanctioned  it  by  purchasing  of  bia. 

The  common  practices  with  General  Bxaf 
ton  of  arresting  officers  and  releasing  them  wiAr 
out  their  consent;  of  releasing  arrested  offios 
without  the  knowledge  or  coosent  of  tike  officoi 
by  whom  they  were  arrested  (the  case  of  Lie^ 
tenant  Morris  of  the  33d  reeimeat,  who  was  ar- 
rested by  me  on  tbe  charge  of  cowardice  and  mil- 
conduct  before  the  enemy  on  the  26tk  Octobft 
1813,  the  time  of  the  skirmish  with  the  eowr 
at  Ormstown,  or  Chateaugay  rirer,  being  an  it- 
stance  ;)  of  refusing  to  arrest  officers  when  1 1 
reported  to  him  as  having  deserted  their  posniB  I 
time  of  action ;  of  daily  issuing  orders  and  esoi* 
terraanding  them|  and  of  interfering  in  an  ia- 
proper  manner  with  the  subordinate  eommiafc 
of  tbe  army,  as  a  reference  to  the  orders  isad 
by  him  will  show,  mark  very  stroogiy  the  capb* 
ciousness  of  his  conduct  and  the  toid  mat  d 
steadiness  in  his  intentions. 

Such  has  been  the  General's  conduct  on  sooe 
occasions,  that  I  have,  in  common  with  other 
officers,  been  induced  to  believe  that  be  was  ai- 
der the  influence  of  a  too  free  use  of  spiiiuioe 
liquors. 

I  must,  in  justice  to  General  Hampton,  a;, 
that  the  expedition  he  planned,  and  which  I  hire 
called  '*  difficult  and  (atigoiog,"  did,  at  tJie  dm 
it  was  suggested  to  me  by  him,  meet  my  foil  ap- 
probation, and  that  I  have  since  seen  no  leuoi 
for  changing  my  opinion  of  its  praciicabihtf  c 
usefulness ;  but  I  must  also  say  that  it  reqaasi 
competent  guides ;  and  these  (as  I  saii  minc) 
he  promised  to  furnish  me,  bnt  did  not. 

ROBERT  PURDY, 

CoUmU  Aih  Ayati/^ 

A  true  copy.      R.  H.  McPHKRSON, 

Captain  and  Secn^nf- 


Extrmctof  a  letter  from  the  Secretaiyof  Wsrtoli^' 

General  Wilkinson. 

Albany,  November  18j  1813. 

"  My  last  advices  from  3[0u  are  of  the  3d  iss. 
Report  says  that  the  garrisons  of  Kingston  u' 
Prescott  have  found  means  to  overtake  yooritfi 
to  bring  it  to  action,  to  handle  it  roughly,  aaia 
compel  it  to  retreat  to  the  main  body.  To  thii^ 
give  no  credit: 

"  1st.  Because,  moving  with  the  celerity  bm^^ 
sary  to  your  objects,  it  is  highly  improbabk^ 
they  could  by  any  exertion  have  been  aUe  ^ 
overtake  you ;  and 
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'2d.  Because  it  is  quite  incredible  that,  find- 
in  your  rear  a  heavy  corps  capable  of  dis- 
bing  the  main  action  of  the  campaign,  you 
nld  not  have  taken  effectual  measures  to  beat 
I  destroy  it.  If  1,600  men  were  not  sufficient 
this  purpose,  6,000  were  so ;  and  the  garrisons 
Kingston  and  Prescott  destroyed  (though  we 
led  of  getting  to  Montreal)  the  upper  proTi nee 


s  won. 


^act  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Fbench  Mills^  Nov,  24, 1813. 

'  I  hare  had  the  honor  to  receire  your  letter  of 
\  15th  instant  from  Albany,  and  hope  my  de- 
itches  have  reached  you  which  left  this  on 
17ih. 

'With  respect  to  the  unfortunate  issue  of  the 
npaign,  I  disclaim  the  shadow  of  blame,  be- 
ise  I  know  I  have  done  my  duty,  and  more 
iB  my  duty,  and  so  do  those  with  whom  I  have 
ed.  7b  General  Hampton^a  outrage  of  every 
*ndfpU  of  Bubordination  and  discipline  may  fi!e 
Titled  the  failure  of  the  expedition;  and  that  I 
re  not  yet  arrested  him  must  be  attributed  to 
r  respect  for  you,  and  my  desire  that  the  arrest 
»uld  proceed  from  the  highest  authority;  for 
this  act  be  suffered  to  pass  unnoticed  and  un- 
nished,  it  will  establish  a  precedent  to  justify 
obedience  and  subvert  those  obligations  of 
nd  obedience  on  which  the  efficiency  of  mili- 
y  institutions  exclusively  depend. 
(After  onr  losses  by  deaths,  desertions,  and  dis- 
irges,  since  we  left  Sackett's  Harbor,  I  think 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  show  you  more  than  six 
»usand  men  at  this  point,  exclusive  of  the  dra- 
>Bs,  who  have  been  ordered  to  Greenbush  and 
Itsfield,  for  convenience  and  economy.'' 


War  Dbpartmbmt,  Nov.  25, 1813. 

3iR :  It  is  recommended  to  you  to  consolidate' 
ur  infantry  and  artillery  into  complete  regi« 
mts,  or  as  nearly  so  as  possible,  for  the  Win- 
,  retaining  a  full  complement  of  your  most 
icient  officers  to  command  them,  and  detaqh- 
l  all  surplus  officers  immediately  on  the  re- 
nting service,  and  to  the  several  districts  indi* 
led  by  the  rules  and  regulations.  This  regulation 
ould  extend  to  Qeneral  Hampton's  division. 
An  immediate  inquiry  into  the  terms  of  enlist- 
in  t  of  the  men  composing  your  army  should  be 
ttituted,  and  endeavors  »iould  be  made  to  re- 
list all  those  whose  terms  of  service  are  about 
piring. 

The  most  severe  attention  to  discipline  must 
begun,  and  the  slightest  departures  from  it, 
Aether  in  officer  or  soldier,  noticed  and  pun- 
k^d.  Clerks  to  the  several  companies  must  be 
pointed,  and  company  books  kepi,  showing  ev* 
irthiog  received  by  the  soldier,  and  charging 
m  therewith.  If,  oo  the  next,  or  any  future 
ipection,  it  be  found  that  any  article  of  his 
)tbin|f,  or  of  his  arms,  has  been  lost  or  sold,  the 
tide  IS  to  be  supplied,  and  the  price  deducted 


from  his  wages.    With  regard  to  clothing  and 
arms,  there  have  been  the  most  shocking  abuses. 

Confidential  reports  are  provided  by  the  rules, 
and  most  be  made  agreeably  thereto.  The  in- 
spector who  neglects  or  refuses  to  perform  this 
duty  shall  be  dismissed  the  service. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Wilkinson. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HEAoauARTfiRs,  Malone, 
Military  District  No.  9,  Dec.  6, 1813. 

*' Your  three  letters  of  the  25th  ultimo  came  to 
band  on  the  30th ;  and  I  am  happy  to  find  that  I 
had  anticipated  the  views  communicated  in  those 
letters,  as  far  as  respects  the  security  of  our  flanks 
and  centre.  When  I  ordered  Major  Gen.  Hamp- 
ton to  reinforce  the  post  of  the  Four  Corners,  it 
was  under  the  impression  that  Cumberland  Head 
was  guarded ;  but  the  moment  I  was  undeceived, 
and  apprized  of  the  exposed  situation  of  our  de- 
pot at  Piattsburg,  the  order  was  countermanded, 
as  you  have  seen  from  the  documents  which  I 
have  transmited  you.  You  must  also  have  per- 
ceived, from  those  documents,  that  I  was  not  in- 
sensible of  the  importance  of  condensing  our 
force,  and  that  I  had  made  a  proposition  respect- 
ing quarters  preparatory  to  such  event." 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong. 


Abstract  from  the  report  of  the  Adjutant  General  of 
General  Wilkinson  s  army,  showing  the  whole  num- 
ber of  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 
artificers,  of  the  several  regiments  and  corps,  on  De- 
cember 1, 1813. 

Liffht  artillery  472 

2d  regiment  artillery        -       ,       .        .  in 

3d         do.        do.     -        -        -        -        -  675 

5th  regiment  infantry       ....  495 

6th       do.        do. 549 

11th       do.        do.     -       -       -       -       -  454 

12th       do.       do. 500 

13th       do.       do. 591 

14th       do.        do. 295 

15th       do.      'do. 648 

20th       do.        do. 336 

2l8t        do.       do, 841 

22d         do.       do. 455 

25ih       do.       do. 578 

Riflemen 263 

Total       ....       -       -  8,143 

Aoj.  ANO  Insp.  Qbn'b  Office, 

January  27. 1814. 
A.  Y.  NICOLL,  Insp.  Gen, 

NoTx. — ^The  two  regiments  of  light  dragoons,  which 
had  made  part  of  Gen.  Wilkinson's  force  in  descend- 
ing the  St.  Lawrence,  are  not  included  in  this  return ; 
these  corps  having  been  detached  to  Utica. 
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Ebctmct  of  a  latUr  ffom  M aj«r  General  WiUuneon  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Malonb,  December  8, 1813. 

The  unavoidable  delay  of  the  express  (as  no 
reliance  can  be  plaeed  in  the  mail  from  this  place) 
enables  me  to  send  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
General  Izard,  dated  the  6th  instant,  which  ezbib- 
its  additional  expositions  of  the  pernicious  and 
unwarrantable  conduct  of  Major  General  Hamp- 
ton. I  will  not  charge  this  man  with  traitorous 
designs,  but  I  apprehend,  in  any  other  Govern- 
meot,  a  military  officer  who  first  defeated  the 
object  of  a  campaign  by  disobedience  of  orders, 
and  then,  without  authority,  furloughed  all  the 
efficient  officers  of  the  division  he  commanded  on 
a  national  frontier,  in  the  vicinity  of  an  enemy, 
would  incur  heavy  penalties. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Isard  to 
Miyor  General  WUkinion,  dated 

Plattsbdbg,  Dec  6^  1813. 

There  is  an  unavoidable  delay  in  the  returns  of 
the  regiments  of  this  division,  proceeding  from 
the  extreme  inexperience  of  the  officers  of  all 
grades,  now  with  them.  Almost  every  efficient 
officer  is  either  sick  or  was  furloughed  by  Major 
General  Hampton,  at  the  moment  of  his  own  de- 
ptrture.  Those  tnat  remain,  are  barely  enough 
to  perform  the  routine  of  duty  in  this  cantonment. 


Extract  of  a  letter  ironi  M^or  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Malonb,  December  24, 1813. 

I  believe  I  have  not  hitherto  transmitted  to  you 
a  copy  of  a  communication  which  took  place  be- 
tween Commodore  Chauncey  and  myself,  the 
(lay  before  I  sailed  from  French  Creek;  and  I  do 
it  now  to  show  you  what  were  my  anticipations 
of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  left  behind  me, 
and  how  delusive  were  all  the  promises  made  to 
me  that  my  rear  should  be  protected. 


French  Crsbk.  Nw.  4, 1813. 

Dbab  Sir:  1  was  so  ill  yesterday  I  could  not 
call  to  see  you,  and  1  now  send  up  to  say  that  I 
shall  sail  this  evening ;  and  if  1  am  not  obstructed 
by  the  enemy's  armed  vessels,  which  may  have 
slipped  down  the  other  channel,  1  shall  pass  Pres- 
cott  to-morrow  night,  or  land  the  next  morning 
to  take  the  place,  if  I  cannot  pass  it  without  too 
great  hazard.  As  this  operation  may  require 
three  or  four  days,  it  is  not  improbable  the  ene- 
my's squadron  may  make  some  attempu  to  de- 
stroy my  boats;  and  therefore  1  must  entreat  you 
to  watch  his  eiet^  motion,  and  to  give  my  flotilla 
every  protection  m  your  power. 

We  are  a  match  for  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy, 
but  inferior  to  armed  schooners ;  and,  therefore, 
could  you  eonsisteotly  spare  ua  the  Pert,  or  some 
armed  vessel,  to  run  down  to  the  vicinity  of  Og* 
densburg,  and  immediately  return,  it  would  add 
security  to  our  movements. 

Major  Johnson  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver 


you  this;  and  I  will  thank  yon  for  any  iiferBa- 
tion  you  can  give  me  respecting  the  moiiatali 
of  the  enemy. 

I  wish  very  much  to  say  fareir^l  to  yoi^tai 
I  am  sensible  of  the  delicacy  of  yoar  skmiisi; 
and  my  disease  having  changed  into  a  viakat 
inflammation  of  the  breast,  1  dare  not  get ««. 
If,  then,  it  is  destined  that  we  are  not  to  oicfi 
again,  I  will  leave  with  you  my  prayers  for  Im; 
life  and  laurels  in  this  world,  and  everlasting  btp- 
pin  ess  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

Farewell,  my  friend,  and  may  yoor  coastif 
understand  your  skill  and  valor  a^  well  as  doei 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Commodore  Cbaurcbt. 


U.  S.  Ship  Qenbral  Piee, 
M  anchor  eff  EoMt  eimd  of  Ijong  Mamii 
River  SLLawrencej  Nam. l,iaiX 

Dbar  Sir  :  Yonr  favor  of  this  day^  date  km 
this  moment  been  handed  to  me  by  Major  John- 
son. 

From  the  best  inforamtioa  that  1  ena  gel,  the 
enemy's  fleet  is  at  or  in  the  vieiaity  of  Si^gaton; 
and  I  think  that  yon  have  nothio^  to  apprehend 
from  thehi.  as  I  am  in  a  situation  to  watch  both 
channels. 

I  should  deem  it  unsafe  to  separate  any  part  oC 
my  squadron  as  ionj^  a»  the  enemy  remains  above 
me.  In  fact,  I  am  in  hourly  ezpeciatiott  ofbeimg 
attacked  by  Sir  James,  down  the  aoaih  chMxmeL 
In  that  case,  I  shall  require  all  my  force,  as  he 
has  added  a  number  of  gunboats  to  his  fleeu  If, 
however,  Sir  James  should  deuchaay  partof  his 
fleet  down  the  north  channel,  I  will  send  a  snfli- 
cient  force  down  to  oppose  hina. 

I  will  remain  in  my  preaent  aitoation  antU  yoa 
pass  Prescott,  but  am  anxious  for  that  event  ta 
take  place  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  as  the 
fleet  cannot  move  out  of  this  river  except  with  a 
fair  wind.  It  is  to  be  apprehended,  that,  after  a 
few  days,  a  spell  of  westwardly  winds  will  sKia, 
which  will  detain  ua  nrnil  the  ice  makes,  whisk 
would  endaujger  the  safety  of  the  fleet,  and  proh* 
ably  lead  to  its  final  deatmetion.  If  it  ia  posnMe 
for  yoa  to  communicate  to  me,ia  any  way,  vhfli 
you  pass  Preseott,  I  would  esteem  it  a*  a  paitie- 
ular  favor. 

May  your  present  enterprise  be  crowned  wA 
all  the  success  that  yoa  yourself  can  wish  ;  $mi 
that  your  eminent  services  may  be  doly  appnei- 
dated  by  yoor  coantrv  is  the  prayer  of,  dearai^ 
your  friend  aikl  humble  servant, 

ISAAC  CHAUNC£Y. 

Maj.  Qetk.  J.  Wilkinson, 

Commander  in-C$^f  ^ 


Correspondence  between  the  Secretaryof  War  aai 
Colonel  Porter  and  General  McCSlurt^  §€• 

War  DnPARTMRMT,  fU.  33, 1813L 

Sir  :  As  the  enemy's  force  and  defences  oa  the 
Canada  side  of  the  Niagara  river  are  understood 
to  be  weak ;  as  your  force  is  respectable,  and  sop- 
posed  to  be  competent  to  a  successful  attack  of 
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m ;  and  the  seasoD  has  now  famished  you 
1  a  bridge,  as  well  for  retreat  as  for  adraoee ; 
thought  advisable  that  you  do  not  permit  cir- 
istauces  so  favorable  to  escape,  witoout  mak- 
A  stroke  on  such  points  of  the  eoemy's  line 
nay  be  most  withiu  your  reach.  If,  after  feel- 
the  enemy  at  Fort  Krie^  you  should  find  your- 
abk  to  extend  your  attack  to  Fort  George,  it 
L  be  desirable ;  but  of  this  you  can  judge  best 
r   your  first  experiment.    To  an  old  soldier, 

rourself,  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  more  into 
You  know  what  you  ought  to  do,  and 
vriM  do  it«    Communicate  this  letter  to  Lieu- 
mt  Colonel  Boerstler,  and  accept  the  assuran- 
of  my  respect  and  good  wishes. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
>oL  PoBVBR,  Ia^  AriiUer% 

Ckmvmandmg  or  Niagara  River, 


vaot  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Dssibora  to  the 
Secretaiy  of  W«r»  dstod 

Albany,  March  25, 1813. 

*olonel  Porter  informs  me  that  he  had  corn- 
iced the  necessary  preparations  for  an  attack 
Fort  Erie,  but  the  desertion  of  a  sergeant  pre- 
ted  his  carrying  his  intended  attack  into  oper- 
n.  Two  officers,  with  six  men,  pursued  the 
^ant  so  far  as  to  be  surrounded  on  the  ice, 
were  made  prisoners.  Fort  Erie  was  imme- 
»Iy  reinforced,  and*  he  had  given  over  any 
sediate  movement. 


«r  from  Colonel  Scott  (third  Artillery  Regiment) 
to  Major  General  Wilkinson. 

FoBT  Gbobqb,  Monday^  7  P.  Jftf., 
OcUher  11,  1813. 

Iir:  Within  the  last  five  minutes  I  have  had 
honor  to  receive  your  despatch  by  the  Lady 
he  Lake. 

*he  enemy  has  treated  me  with  neglect.  He 
tinned  in  his  old  po'sitions  until  Saturday  last, 
3  9th,)  when  he  took  up  his  retreat  on  Bur- 
[ton  heights,  and  has  abandoned  this  whole 
iuuLa.  Two  causes  are  assigned  for  this  pre- 
late movement:  the  succor  of  Proctor^  who 
eported  to  have  been  entirely  defeated,  if  not 
lo ;  the  other,  the  safety  of  Kingston,  endan- 
ed  by  your  movement. 

Ve  have  had  from  the  enemy  many  deserters, 
»t  of  whom  concur  in  the  latter  supposition. 
?he  British  burnt  everything  in  store  in  this 
|hborhood"*-'three  thousand  blankets,  many 
kdred  stand  of  arms;  also  the  blankets  ii^the 
ii's  packs,  and  every  article  of  clothing>not  in 
iial  use. 

?hey  are  supposed  to  have  reached  Burlington 
ghts  last  evening,  from  the  rate  of  their  march 
night  before.  I  have  information  of  their 
ing  passed  "the  40,"  by  several  inhabitants 
0  have  come  down.  They  add  to  what  was 
:ed  by  the  deserters,  that  two  officers  of  the 
;y-first  had  joined  General  Vincent  from  Proc- 
*s  armv,  with  the  information  that  Proctor  was 
13lh  Con.  2d  Sess.— 78 


defeated  eighteen  miles  this  side  of  Maiden.    I 
cannot  get  particulars. 

From  the  same  sources  of  intelligence,  it  appears 
that  the  49th,  a  part  of  the  100th,  and  the  voiti- 
geurs,  moved  from  our  neighborhood  the  day 
after  our  flotilla  left  this,  (the  3d  instant,)  but  with 
what  destination  is  not  certainly  known. 

It  was  first  reported — I  mean  in  the  British 
camp— that  these  regiments  had  marched  to  sup- 
port Proctor,  who,  it  is  said,  wrote  that  he  woind 
be  compelleo  to  surrender  if  not  supported. 

I  am  pretty  sure,  however,  that  they  are  gone 
below.  The  movement  of  our  army  below  seems 
to  have  been  known  in  the  British  lines  as  early 
as  the  3d  instant,  together  with  the  immediate 
objects  in  view;  hence,  I  have  no  difficulty  in 
concluding  that  all  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
will  concentrate  at  Kingston. 

Ghapin,  who  has  been  commissioned  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel,  marched  late  last  evening  up  the 
lake,  with  about  one  hundred  volunteers  under 
his  command,  and  was  followed  this  morning  by 
Gknerals  McClure  and  Porter,  with  about  one 
thousand  men,  Indians  and  militia  included. 
There  is  no  danger  of  tbeir  coming  up  with  the 
enemy,  or  they  would  be  in  great  danger  of  a  total 
annihilation. 

Vincent  took  hence  with  him  about  a  thousaod 
or  eleven  hundred  regulars*  Many  of  the  mili- 
tia left  this  with  the  avowed  design  of  plunder ; 
but  I  fear,  from  reports,  that  the  British  nave  left 
the  miserable  inhabitanu  without  anything  to  be 
ravished.  I  expect  General  McClure  back  to- 
morrow evening,  as  he  only  took  with  him  sup- 
plies for  two  days.  He  will  probably  go  as  far 
as  « the  20." 

On  the  8th,  Chapin  went  out  with  a  small  pait^ 
and  attacked  one  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  whicn 
brought  on  a  skirmish,  in  whiieh  manv  of  Colo* 
nel  Swift's  regiment  participated.  Aner  a  great 
waste  of  ammunition,  the  parties  retired  to  tbeir 
respective  camps  with  little  lo»s  on  either  side. 
We  made  and  lost  a  prisoner ;  had  two  lodiaiHi 
killed,  and  two  other  men  wounded.  We  hear 
the  enemy  had  five  men  wounded. 

J  had  this  morning  made  an  arrangement,  on 
application  of  General  McClure,  to  be  relieved  in 
the  command  of  this  post  on  the  morning  of  the 
13ch  instant,  with  an  mtention  of  taking  up  my 
line  of  march  for  Sacketi's  Harbor,  according  to 
the  discretion  allowed  me  in  the  instructions  I 
had  the  honor  to  receive  from  yon  at  this  place* 
My  situation  has  become  truly  insupportable, 
without  the  possibility  of  an  attack  at  this  post, 
and  without  the  possibility  of  reaching  you  time 
enough  to  share  m  the  glorv  of  impending  opera- 
tions below.  I  am,  nevertnelesa,  flattered  with 
the  assurance  that  transport  will  be  forwarded 
for  my  removal ;  and,  te  favor  that  intention,  I 
propose  taking  up  my  line  of  march  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  13th,  for  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee 
river,  and  there  await  the  arrival  of  the  vessels 
you  are  good  enough  to  promise  me.  By  this 
movement.  Captain  Mix  thinks  with  me  that  I 
shall  hasten  my  arrival  at  Sackett's  Harbor  five, 
possibly  ten  days.    Captain  Camp  has  a  sufficient 
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number  of  wagons  to  take  me  thither.  I  can 
easily  make  that  place  by  the  evening  of  the  15tb. 
I  hope  I  shall  have  your  approbation,  and  every- 
thing is  arranged  with  Brigadier  McClare. 

Knowing  your  wishes  respecting  the  invalids 
or  subjects  for  discharge,  and  fearing  that  water 
transport  might  not  be  bad  till  the  season  was  too 
far  advanced  for  their  removal,  I  have  ventured 
to  send  Lieutenant  Archer  (paymaster  of  the 
SOfh,  who  was  left  here  without  orders)  on  com- 
mand to  Greenbush,  with  one  hundred  men  of 
this  description.  It  was  a  measure  approved  of 
by  Captain  Mann,  and  I  hope  not  contrary  to  your 
wishes  and  intentions.  Doctor  Hugo,  Surgeon's 
Mate  of  the  14th,  (also  left  here  without  orders) 
accompanied  the  detachment.  The  ftuaner- 
master's  department  furnished  eight  wagons,  on 
my  requisition. 

The  sick  list  of  the  garrison  is  much  reduced 
since  your  departure,  (I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
my  report  of  this  morning,)  and  Doctor  Mann  has 
discharged  many  patients  from  his  hospital;  I 
also  enclose  you  his  last  report.  Those  marked 
"  subjects  for  discharge,"  are  part  of  the  number 
sent  off  from  Greenbush. 

Doctor  Mann  and  Doctor  Camp  have  conclu- 
ded to  remove  the  general  hospital  to  *'  the  Bleven 
Mile  Creek>"  near  Buffalo,  the  barracks  at  which 
place  will  be  sufficient  for  the  reception  of  the 
whole  of  the  sick,  with  some  trifling  repairs. 

From  the  morning  report,  enclosed,  you  will 
find  seven  hundred  and  ninety -four  the  ''total,'' 
dbc.  present  of  the  regulars  or  this  garrison,  in* 
eluding  officers,  d&c.  Transport  will  be  necessary 
for  about  eight  hundred  and  fifty  persons.  I  wish 
also  to  take  with  me  four  iron  6's,  one  5^  inch 
howitzer,  and  two  caissons,  the  whole  on  field 
carriages.  This  train  will  form  no  impediment 
in  my  march  to  the  mouth  of  Genesee  river,  as 
[  have  horses  belonging  to  the  regiment  sufficient 
to  draw  it.  If  it  meet  your  approbation,  I  can 
send  the  horses  thence  to  Sackett's  Harbor  by 
land* 

I  have,  by  working  almost  ni^ht  and  day,  great- 
ly improved  the  defences  of  this  post,  and  nearly 
filled  up  the  idea  of  the  engineer.  I  flatter  my 
self  that  I  have  also  improved  the  garrison  in 
discipline. 

I  must  apologise  for  the  haste  in  which  this  is 
written,  but  Captain  Mix  proposes  to  sail  imme- 
diately, and  I  fear  to  detain  him  a  moment.  I 
think  I  shall  certainly  be  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Genesee  by  the  15th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest 
respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  SCOTT,  CbZ.  commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  Wilkinson,  CommuindtHg,  ^. 


whole  of  the  regular  troops  of  that  ^arnNs,  latf 
was  relieved  by  Brigadier  General  McCI«R,«ith 
a  body  of  the  New  York  detached  militia. 

'^  Fort  Gkorge,  as  a  field  work,  mi^ht  be  €» 
sidered  as  complete  at  that  period.  It  wufn- 
nished  with  ten  pieces  of  artillerj,  (which  aoaler 
might  easily  have  been  increased  from  tkeifiie 
ordnance  of  the  opposite  fort)  irith  aa  asfh 
supply  of  fixed  ammunition,  dtc.,  as  the  eneloKi 
receipt  for  these  articles  will  exhibit. 

**  Fort  Niagara,  on  the  14th  October,  was  aaler 
the  immediate  command  of  Captain  Leooui, 
first  artillery,  who,  besides  his  own  company,bai 
Captain  Read's,  of  the  same  regimciit,  togetkr 
with  such  of  Brigadier  General  MeClare's  brig- 
ade as  had  refused  to  cross  the  river.  Lieuteaast 
Colonels  Fleming,  Bloom,  and  Dobbins,  of  the 
militia,  had  successively  been  in  the  coouuad  of 
this  fort,  by  order  of  the  Brigadier  Gtaenl^bat 
I  think  neither  of  them  was  present  at  tke  above 
period.  Major  General  Wilkinaoa,  in  hb  oete 
to  me  for  the  removal  of  the  regular  itoo|ii 
on  that  frontier,  excepted  the  two  companies  of 
the  first  artillery  then  at  Fort  Niagara.  And, 
under  the  supposition  that  I  should  meet  water 
transport  for  m  v  detachment  at  the  month  of  the 
Genesee  river,  I  had  his  orders  to  take  with  bk 
the  whole  of  the  convalescents  left  in  thediffeteat 
hospitals  by  the  regimenu  which  had  accom- 
panied him.    This  order  I  complied  with." 

NoTi^By  thearrmagementsof  the  Wmr1}apmr$meatt 
Brigadier  General  Porter  of  the  United  6ltates'  Aimj, 
was  designated  for  command  on  ths  Nhgam  frontiflr, 
and  particularly  for  that  of  FortCSearge.  In  the  lattsr 
trust,  General  Wilkinson  subatittiiad  for  bim  Colonel 
8cot^  of  the  third  regiment  of  aittIIenr,withpraviHDiial 
orders  to  join  the  army  at  Sackett's  Haibot. 


War  OrricB,  /V6. 8, 1813. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Leonard,  {fim  regi- 
ment of  artillery)  be  arrested,  and  his  place  be 
supplied  by  Captain  Armistead,  of  the  same  regi- 
ment. JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Adj.  Gen.  Cue  hi  no. 


Extract  of  a  a  letter  from  Golone4  Winfield  Scott  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

GBOttGBTowif,  (Col.)  Dec.  31, 1813. 

*^  At  your  desire,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report: 

*'I  left  Fort  George  on  the  13th  of  October  last, 
by  order  of  Major  General  Wilkinson,  with  the 


Extract  of  a  letter  6om  Adjutant  Geneiml  TheansE. 
Cnshing  to  Captain  Ge^ge  K.  Anaistead,  dalsiit 
this  Office,  February  0, 1813. 

"*  You  will  ^tease  to  proceed  to  Nia^ra,  fa  tke 
State  of  New  York,  and  relieve  Captain  Nathai- 
iel  Leonard  in  the  command  of  the  company  sf 
artillerists  now  at  that  post;  which  company ii 
to  be  returned  and  mustered  in  your  name,  frooi 
and  after  the  day  on  which  yon  receive  the  eon- 
ma  nil  of  it ;  and  Captain  Leonard  will  he  in- 
structed to  deliver  the  said  company  to  yon,  with 
books,  papers,  clothing,  and  everything  appertaia- 
ing  to  it. 

"  Yon  will  call  oa  Major  General  Dearborn  at 
Albany,  and  receive  his  orders." 

Anj.  ANo  Inspectob  Gen's  Ofrcb, 
WoBhington,  Jan.  22. 1814 
The  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  ongiatlis 
recorded  in  this  office. 

J.  B.  WALBACH,  A^.  Gvl 


2469 


APPENDIX. 


2470 


Kailure  of  the  NbrtJiem  Army, 


of  a  letter  frem  Adjatant  CUnend  Thomai  H. 
Coshing  to  Maior  General  Henxy  Dearborn,  dated 
at  thia  office,  Febmary  8,  1818. 

"  The  coDdnet  of  Captain  Leonard  at  Niajgrara 
las  been  represented  in  a  very  unfavorable  light 
o  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  has  instructed  me 
o  send  Captain  Georee  Armistead  to  relieve  him 
n  the  command  of  the  company  at  that  post ; 
md  I  have  instructed  Captain  Armistead  to  pro- 
reed  on  his  journey  immediately,  and  to  wait  on 
ton  for  any  instructions  you  may  think  proper  to 
^ive.  Captain  Leonard  must  not  exercise  com- 
mand until  his  conduct  has  been  inquired  into." 

Adj't  and  Inbpbotob  Qem's  Office, 

Washington,  Jan.  22^  1814. 

The  above  is  a  true  qopy  from  the  original  as 
«corded  io  this  office. 

J.  B.  WALBACU,  Adj.  Gen. 


Sztrael  of  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  firdm  Major 

George  Aimietead. 

Fort  McHenrt,  January  19, 1814. 

**  Captain  Leonard  was  not  arrested  or  brought 
o  trial  during  my  stay  on  the  frontier;  nor  was 
16  ever  instructed,  to  my  knowledge,  to  give  me 
he  command  of  his  company," 


War  Dbpartmbnt,  October^  1813. 

Sis  :  Understanding  that  the  defence  of  the 
lost  committed  to  your  charge  may  render  it 
>roper  to  destroy  the  town  of  Newark,  you  are 
lereby  directed  to  apprize  its  inhabitants  of  thii 
nreumatance,  and  to  invite  them  to  remove  them- 
rives  and  their  effects  to  some  place  of  greater 
tafety.    1  am,  4^c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONQ. 

Brig.  Qen.  McClurb, 

or  cfflcer  com*g  Fort  George,  U,  C. 


Cteoerai  Harrison's  orden  to  General  McClore. 

Hbadquarterb,  Nbwarc, 

November  15, 1813. 

Dear  Sir  :  Beiuff  ordered  to  return  to  the  west- 
ward, you  will  be  iMea<ed  to  resume  the  coounand 
which  you  received  previous  to  my  arrival  at 
his  place. 

The  orders  which  you  heretofore  have  received 
irili  govern  you.  It  will  be  necessary  that  you 
ceep  a  vigilant  eye  over  the  disaffected  part  of 
;he  inhabitants ;  and  I  recommend  that  you  make 
ise  of  the  zeal,  activity,  and  local  knowledge, 
irhich  Colonel  Wilcocks  certainly  possesses,  to 
counteract  the  machinations  of  our  enemy,  and 
insure  the  confidence  of  our  friends  amongst  the 
inhabitants.  It  will,  however,  I  am  persuaded, 
^e  your  wish,  as  it  is  your  duty,  to  guard  the  latter 
IS  much  as  possible  Irom  oppression. 

The  volunteers  which  were  lately  called  out, 
will  be  retained  as  long  as  you  consider  their  ser- 
ric^s  necessary;  the  draughted  militia,  until  fur- 
ther orders  are  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

There  eao  be  little  doubt  of  its  being  the 


intention  of  the  enemy  to  send  the  greater  part 
of  the  troops  which  they  have  at  Burlington  and 
York  to  Kingston,  and  to  make  York  the  right 
of  their  line.  They  may,  however,  have  a  small 
command  at  Burlington,  and  those  may  be  so  se- 
curely posted  as  to  render  them  safe  from  anjr 
desultory  expedition  you  may  set  on  foot ;  but  it 
is  desirable  to  have  any  supplies  which  they  may 
have  collected  in  the  neighborhood  destroyed'; 
and  should  the  success  below  be  not  such  as  to 
promise  possession  of  the  whole  of  the  upper  prov* 
ince,  may  be  destroyed. 

Captains  Leonard  and  Reed,  or  either  of  them, 
are  appointed  to  muster  your  troops  when  and 
where  you  think  proper. 

In  closing  this  communication,  I  should  not  do 
justice  to  my  feelings,  if  I  were  not  to  acknowl- 
edge the  zeal  and  talents  with  which  you  have 
managed  your  command.  Your  conduct  appears 
to  me  to  have  been  extremely  judicious  and  pro- 
per throughout,  and  your  troops  exhibit  a  state 
of  improvement  and  subordination  which  is  at 
once  honorable  to  your  oflicers  and  themselves. 

I  am,  very  sincerely,  your  friend  and  obedient 
servant 

WILLIAM  H.  HARRISON. 

Brig.  Gen.  Qeorqe  McCldre. 


Fort  Georob,  Nov.  10, 1813. 

Dear  Sir  :  Major  General  Harrison  embarked 
with  his  troops  yesterday,  on  board  the  fleet  des- 
tined for  Sackett's  Harbor,  leaving  the  command 
once  more  in  my  hands.  Owing  to  continued 
oj^posing  winds,  tne  fleet  has  not  yet  gotten  out 
of  sight.^ 

A  corresDondence  which  took  place  between 
the  General  and  myself,  copies  of  which  are  here- 
with sent,  will  at  once  explain  to  you  my  views 
and  feelings  relative  to  the  operations  proposed 
to  have  b^n  effected  on  this  frontier.  I  am  con- 
fident that  the  expressions  of  regret  made  by  Gen* 
eral  Harrison  are  equally  sincere  with  mine, 
though  we  both  acquiesce  in  the  necessity  which 
dictated  his  abandonment  of  the  projected  expe- 
dition against  Burlington. 

About  four  hundred  volunteers  have  repaired 
to  this  post  under  my  late  call,  made  in  conform- 
ity with  General  Harrison's  wishes  and  request. 
A  few  are  still  coming  in.  I  shall  take  care  that 
they  shall  not  be  unemployed.  lam  this  moment 
sending  out  a  detachment  of  two  hundred  mounted 
volunteers,  with  directions  to  penetrate  the  en- 
emy's lines  as  far  as  practicable  with  safety.  In 
the  meantime,  I  am  making  preparations  for  mov 
ing  in  force  against  them,  unless  the  intelligence 
expected  from  this  excursion  should  be  such  as 
to  make  it  improper. 

Accounts  of  the  enemy's  force  still  vary  much. 
A  deserter  came  in  to-day,  who  represents  their 
force  to  be  one  thousand  five  hundred  regulars, 
and  eight  hundred  Indians,  at  Burlington  and 
Stoney  creek.    The  former  I  think  is  magnified. 

It  is  impossible  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of 
their  intended  movements.  At  one  time  they 
appear  to  be  sending  down  their  stores  and  de- 
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tacbmenu  of  troops  to  York.  At  this  time,  it  is 
said  they  are  reiDtbrciog,  fortifying,  and  buildiiig 
barracks. 

The  term  of  service  of  my  troops  will  expire 
CO  the  9th  December.  It  can  hardly  be  expected 
that  many  will  willingly  coDiiotte  ia  service  a 
longer  time.  Your  Excellency  will  at  once  see 
the  necessity  of  prompt  arrangements  being  made 
to  supply  their  place,  if  it  be  contemplated  to  re- 
tain this  garrison. 

I  enclose  herein  my  late  address,  made  under 
the  sanction  of  General  Harrison. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  obe- 
dient humble  servant. 

QJSOROB  McCLURE, 
Brigadier  QeneraL 

His  Ex'cy  J.  AaiisTRONQ,  Sec^ry  of  War. 


FoBT  Gborge,  November  15, 1813, 

Dear  Sir  :  The  subject  of  our  conversation 
this  morning  has  occupied  my  most  serious  reflec- 
tions. The  deadly  blow  heretofore  given  to  the 
patriotism  of  our  citizens  on  this  frontier  has 
prepared  them  for  murmurs  and  complaints ;  those 
who  are  not  on  their  march  have  left  their  homes 
and  their  business  under  great  sacrifices,  with 
the  moral  certainty  of  being  brought  into  action. 

The  last  address  which  I  issued  under  your  direc- 
tions, and  which,  I  am  happy  to  find,  has  met  your 
approbation,  gives  them  reason  for  indulging  the 
expectation  of  service,  and  they  are  anxious  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  their  borders  forever.  The 
hi|[h  character  of  General  Harrison,  combined 
with  these  circumstances,  has  excited  strong  in- 
terest in  the  public  mind  relative  to  our  operations. 

In  this  peculiar  situation  of  afiairs,  I  feel  it  to 
be  due  to  the  gallant  volunteers  and  militia,  who 
are  assembled  and  collecting,  and  to  my  own 
lepotation,  most  respectfully  to  solicit,  that,  if 
it  is  not  incompatible  with  your  instructions  and 
your  better  jttdff meat,  you  will  not  abandon  our 
projected  expeoition  against  Burlington  heights; 
such  is  the  anxious  wish  of  the  militia,  and  I  have 
DO  doubt  the  soldiers  under  your  command  are 
equally,  if  not  more,  desirous  of  the  employment. 

My  anxiety  on  the  subject  I  trust  will  excuse 
the  appearance  of  any  disrespect,  in  making  this 
communication,  which  is  certainly  far  from  my 
feelings.  My  confidence  in  the  valor,  ability,  and 
prudence,  of  General  Harrison,  will  dispose  me 
most  cheerfully  to  submit  to  any  arrangements 
he  may  be  bound  to  make,  however  great  may 
be  my  disappointment  in  their. resjilL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  MoCLURE. 

Major  General  Harrison. 


Headqcarters,  Newark, 
November  15, 1813. 

Dbar  Sir:  Your  letter  to  me  of  this  morning 
has  been  received.  I  feel  most  severely  the 
weight  of  the  reasons  which  you  urge  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  intended  expedition  to  Burling- 


ton. The  disappointment,  however^  to  theVnfftt 
and  patriotic  men,  who  have  tamed  out  andaithe 
expectation  of  serving  their  eounixj  effeeiaally 
in  the  field,  at  this  inclement  season,  is  the  oicit 
painful  circumstance  attending  it,  as  I  am  wdl 
convinced,  from  the  information  received  tUs 
morning  and  last  evening,  that  the  eDem  j  are  re- 
moving as  fast  as  possible  from  the  head  of  the 
lake  to  Kingston,  which  has  been  ieft  with  a  vcn 
small  part  of  the  force  that  was  lately  there;  aao 
it  is  more  than  probable  that,  should  we  advance 
in  force,  the  ^nemy  having  now  none  hot  effee- 
tive  men  at  Burlington,  would  destroy  the  stores 
which  they  have  remaining  there,  and  retreat  too 
rapidly  to  be  overtaken.  There  are  consideratioa^ 
however,  which  would  make  it  extremely  desir- 
able to  make  an  expedition  of  foree  in  that  q^mrter, 
but  the  orders  I  have  received  from  the  Seerecary 
of  War  leave  me  no  altemativcL 

Commodore  Chaunoey  is  extremely  presnng 
that  the  troops  should  immediately  enaha^  de- 
claring that  the  navigation,  at  this  season,  to  small 
vessels,  is  very  dangerous.    Tho  force  at  Sack- 

ett's  Harbor  is .    The  troops  at  York  are  all 

hastening  down  to  Kingston. 

Sackett's  Harbor  may  be  endangered  by  even 
a  delay  of  a  few  days;  and  should  the  troops  that 
are  here  not  get  down  before  the  lake  is  frozen, 
our  fleet  may  be  destroved  for  the  want  of  their  aid. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  take  upon  myself  the  respon- 
sibility of  delaying  their  going  down,  even  a  d!ay. 
Will  you  be  so  good,  at  a  proper  tioic^  9m  to  as- 

{>lain  the  above  circumstances  to  the  patriots  who 
eft  their  homes  with  the  iatentioa  of  assisting  me 
to  drive  the  enemy  far  from  our  borders,  and  aa- 
sure  them  that  I  shall  ever  recollect,  with  ^ha 
warmest  gratitude,  tbe  partiality  they  have  beta 
pleased  to  express  for  me^  and  their  preference  of 
serving  under  my  command. 

t  will  direct  payment  to  be  mpde  to  the  volna- 
teers  for  rations  and  forage  in  coming  out. 

Accept  my  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  hap- 
piness, and  believe  me,  sincerely,  your  friend, 

WM.  HENRY  HARRISON. 
General  McClore. 


Extractof  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  McClva»ta 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated. 

Fort  Gborob,  Nov.  21, 18ia 

''My  mounted  men  have  returned  from  die 
head  of  tbe  lake,  having  progressed  within  sight 
of  the  enemy's  pickets  at  Stoney  creek.  Colonel 
Wilcocks,  who  commanded,  reports  that,  from 
the  best  information  he  could  coUecL  the  eneniy^ 
force  consists  of  from  twelve  to  fiiteea  hoodiedi 
regulars,  and  nine  hundred  Indian  warriors.  They 
have  discharged  their  teams,  and^  apparently,  in- 
tend wintering  there  and  at  Burlinffton. 

'4t  would  be  very  desirable  to  diuodge  them 
from  their  position,  but  I  fear  my  force  is  in- 
sufficient for  that  object.  At  this  inclement  aear 
son  it  might  be  attended  with  serious  consequeacci 
to  attempt  anything  more  than  desultory  ezcn^ 
sions.  The  volunteers  who  have  lately  come  it 
must,  however,  be  actively  efaiployed,  or  thef 
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irill  return  to  their  homes.  The  draughted  mil- 
itia OQ  this  side  the  Niagara  are,  perhaps,  equal 
to  any  troops  in  the  United  States.  I  regret  that 
their  terms  of  service  will  expire  so  soon.  Per- 
mit me  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  offering  a 
small  hounty  to  such  of  them  as  will  volunteer 
to  serve  a  longer  time  after  their  present  term  of 
service  expires ;  say  (pr  one  or  two  months,  or 
an  til  other  troops  can  be  sent  on  to  supply  their 
;»taces. 

"  Should  I  move  with  my  troops  towards  the 
bead  of  the  lake,  the  greatest  advantage  I  can 
promise  myself  will  be  to  destroy  some  contiguous 
mills,  and  to  bring  off  a  quantity  of  flour,  which 
IS  becoming  scarce  with  us.** 


Albany,  November  25,  1813. 

Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  17th  instant  has  been 
received,  and  I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  a  requi- 
ittion  for  one  thousand  militia,  to  take  the  places 
if  those  now  with  you,  has  been  made,  and  will 
9e  complied  with  as  promptly  as  possible  by  the 
Governor. 

You  say  nothing  of  the  volunteer  corps  which 
General  Porter  engaged  to  raise,  and  wnich  was 
ooff  since  authorized  by  me.  If,  in  this  effort, 
le  has  failed,  what  are  you  to  expect  from  militia 
Iraughts,  with  their  constitutional  scruples  ?  On 
rbe  other  hand,  should  he  have  succeeded,  and 
rhould  General  Harrison's  opinion  of  the  in  ten - 
ions  and  movements  of  the  enemy  be  well 
^nded,  your  force  will  be  competent  to  some- 
Irtiat  more  than  defence. 

The  General  was  not  under  orders  to  quit  the 
Utagara  frontier  at  any  particular  time.  His 
ttovement,  in  this  respect,  was  matter  of  arrange- 
ment  with  Commodore  Chauncey,  and  this  was 
lecessarily  subject  to  considerations  arising  from 
Breather  and  season. 

In  the  applieation  of  your  present  force,  and  in 
he  means  you  take  to  enlarge  and  continue  it 
ihrougboQt  the  Winter,  you  will  be  guided  by  the 
ivders  recdved  from  the  commanding  deneral,  at 
:he  time  he  left  you,  and  by  such  others  as  he  may 
^ve  to  you  hereafter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  set- 
rant,  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Brigadier  General  McClurb. 


axtract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Parker,  Chief  Clerk  of 
atkt  War  Department,  to  General  McClwe,  dated 

War  Office,  November  27, 1813* 

"In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I 
tave  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President 
four  letters  of  the  19th  and  21st  instant,  with  their 
mclosures.  The  measures  which  you  have  adop- 
ed  to  increase  your  command  on  the  Niagara 
Rentier  are  approved  by  the  President. 

"  Should  the  men,  whose  term  of  service  ex- 
pires in  December,  withdraw  from  the  frontier, 
ihere  can  be  no  impropriety  in  continuing  the 
officers  who  compose  the  court  martial,  until  they 
lischarse  that  duty. 

<*  Although  there  is  no  lnw  authorizing  the 


President  to  give  a  bounty  to  such  militia  as  will 
remain  in  service  after  their  time  eacpires,8tiU,  as  it 
would  render  your  force  more  efficient  than  a 
new  draught,  (even  if  the  men  could  be  obtained,) 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  that  you 
adopt  such  further  measures  as  will  insure  the 
protection  of  Fort  George  and  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier, until  other  means  of  defence  can  be  provided. 
«  '^For  this  purpose  the  Paymasters  serving  with 
your  troops,  may  be  required  to  make  such  pay- 
ments or  advances  as  you  shall  think  proper  to 
order." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  McClurSy 
(New  York  militia)  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Niagara,  December  10, 1813. 

^*  This  day  found  Fort  George  left  to  be  de- 
fended by  only  sixty  effective  regular  troops, 
under  Captains  Rodgers  and  Htfmpton,  of  tne 
24th  regiment  of  United  States'  infantry,  and 
probably  forty  volunteers.  Within  the  last  three 
days  the  term  of  service  of  the  militia  has  been 
expiring,  and  they  have  re-crossed  the  river  al- 
most to  a  man.  Foreseeing  the  defenceless  situ- 
ation in  which  the  fort  was  left,  1  had  authorized 
some  of  my  most  active  subalterns  to  raise  volun- 
teer companies  for  two  months,  and  offered  a 
bounty,  in  addition  to  the  month's  pay.  It  is  with 
regret  I  have  to  say  that  this  expedient  failed  of 
producing  the  desired  effect.  A  very  inconsider- 
able number  indeed  were  willing  to  engage  for 
a  further  term  of  service,  on  any  conditions. 

*^  From  the  most  indubitable  information,  I  learn 
that  the  enemy  are  advancing  in  force.  This 
day  a  scouting  party  of  Colonel  Wilcocks's  vol- 
unteers came  in  ccAlact  with  their  advance  at 
Twelve  Mile  creek,  lost  fbur  prisoners  and  one 
killed ;  one  of  the  former  they  ^ve  up  to  the  sav* 
ages.  This  movement  determined  me  in  calling 
a  council  of  the  principal  regular  and  militia 
officers  lefl  at  Fort  George  this  morning.  They 
all  accorded  in  opinion  that  the  fort  was  not  ten- 
able with  the  remnant  of  force  left  in  it.  I.  in 
consequence,  gave  orders  for  evacuating  the  tort 
since  dusk,  and.  with  but  three  boats,  have  brought 
over  all  the  light  artilleryf  and  most  of  the  aroas, 
equipage,  ammunition,  dbc«  and  shall  doubtless 
have  time  to  dispose  of  the  heavy  cannon  before 
the  enemy  makes  his  appearance.  The  village 
of  Newark  is  now  in  flames j  the  few  remaining 
inhabitants  in  it,  having  been  notified  of  our  in- 
tention, were  enabled  to  remove  their  property. 
The  houses  were,  generally,  vacant  long  before. 
This  step  has  not  been  taken  with4)ut  counsel, 
and  is  in  conformity  with  the  views  of  your  Ex- 
cellency, disclosed  to  me  in  a  former  communica- 
tion. 

"  The  enemy  are  now  completely  shut  out  from 
any  hopes  or  means  of  wintering  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fort  George.  It  is  truly  mortifying  to  me  that 
a  part  of  the  militia  at  least  could  not  have  been 
prevailed  on  to  continue  in  service  for  a  loncer 
term ;  but  the  circumstance  of  their  having  to  live 
in  tents  at  this  inclement  season,  added  to  that  of 
the  Paymaster's  coming  on  only  prepared  to  fur- 
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nish  tliem  with  one,  oat  of  three  months'  pay,  has 
had  all  the  bad  effects  that  can  be  imagined. 
The  best  and  most  subordinate  militia  that  have 
yet  been  on  this  frontier,  finding  that  their  wages 
were  not  ready  for  them,  became,  with  some 
meritorious  exceptions,  a  disaffected  and  ungov- 
ernable multitude. 

^^  December  Ih — I  have  this  moment  received 
a  communication  from  the  Governor  of  this  State, 
covering  a  requisition  on  Major  General  Hall  for 
one  thousand  men.  It  is  probable  that  not  more 
than  six  or  seven  hundred  will  rendezvous  on  this 
frontier,  which  will,  in  my  humble  opinion^  be 
BOt  more  than  competent  to  its  proper  protection, 
as  some  will  have  to  be  stationed  at  Black  Rock, 
Schlosser.  and  Lewistown. 

"  I  have  written  to  General  P.  B.  Porter,  de- 
siring him  to  employ  the  Indians  for  the  protec- 
sion  of  Buffilo,  until  the  detachment  arrives. 
Our  shipping  is  in  danser.  No  exertion  will  be 
wanting,  within  the  pale  of  our  limited  means, 
to  afford  the  protection  contemplated." 


Letter  fifom  the  Secretaiy  of  War  to  Msjor  Lee,  of  the 
16th  regiment  of  Infantiy,  Deputy  Paymaster  of  the 
Army  at  Utiea. 

Shblden's  November^  4, 1813. 

Sir  :  You  will  immediately  take  measures  to 
pay  off  the  brigade  of  McArtnur  (1,300  men)  at 
Fort  George,  and  the  militia,  volunteers,  and 
Indians,  under  General  McClure.  Send  an  as- 
sistant, without  loss  of  time,  on  this  business. 
I  am,  ^. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  George 
McClure  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HEADaUARTBRS,  NiAQARA, 

December  13, 1813. 

"  Since  I  last  had  the  honor  of  writing  you  the 
enemy  has  appeared  in  considerable  force  on  the 
opposite  shore;  but  having  deprived  them  of  a 
shelter,  they  are  marching  up  to  ftueenstown, 
and  appear  to  be  fortifying  on  the  heishts.  Sev- 
eral hundred  Indians  have  appeared.  I  have  pre- 
vailed on  Lieutenant  Colonel  Greaves,  and  about 
one  hundred  of  his  regiment  of  artillerists,  to  re- 
main in  the  service  one  month  longer,  until  the 
detachment  of  militia  which  I  have  ordered  ar- 
rives here.  I  have  directed  the  Colonel,  with 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  to  Lewistown,  to  open  a 
hot  shot  on  Clueenstown,  and  deprive  them  of 
quarters  also.  You  will  observe  from  my  des- 
patch of  yesterday  that  every  building  in  Newark 
IS  reduced  to  ashes.  The  enemy  is  much  exas- 
perated, and  will  make  a  descent  on  this  frontier, 
if  possible ;  but  I  shall  watch  them  close  with 
my  handful  of  men,  until  a  reinforcement  of  mil- 
itia and  volunteers  arrive,  when  I  shall  endeavor 
to  repossess  myself  of  Fort  George,  and  drive 
them  back  to  Burlington.  I  am  not  a  little  ap- 
prehensive that  the  enemv  will  take  advantage 
of  the  exposed  situation  or  Buffalo,  and  our  ship- 
ping there.    My  whole  effective  force  on  this  ex- 


tensive frontier,  inclnding  the  garriaoo  at  Fait 
Niagara,  does  not  exceed  two  hundred  aaii&y 
men.  I  have  sent  an  express  to  Mr.  Ofssfn^ 
the  Indiali  Agent,  to  call  out  the  Indians;  aaei- 
bibition  of  two  or  three  hundred  of  themwSl 
strike  more  terror; in  the  British  than  one  tkna- 
sand  militia.  Permit  me  to  dKerve  to  yoQ,8r, 
that  it  is  all  important  that  payment  shoaUk 
made  punctually  to  the  Indians  every  mootk,« 
the  expiration  of  the  term  they  may  Tolonteer  fot 
They  are  a  people  that  cannot  be  made  to  aBde^ 
stand  the  difficulty  of  having  /ands  here  at  all 
times  for  that  purpose.  I  beg  leave  to  mentioa 
that  Mr.  Granger  has  interested  himself  warndj 
in  support  of  the  Government,  hy  his  endeavois 
to  have  the  Indians  join  us  on  every  oceastoa, 
and  accompanied  me  himself  on  my  late  exp^ 

dition  to  the  twenty . 

'^  This  day  I  start  to  Bu&lo,  which  plaee  I 
shall  make  my  headquarters.  I  will  letafiRce 
ibis  garrison  as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  mesa 
time,  nothing  shall  be  wanted  on  my  part  to  pio- 
mote  the  views  of  the  Government,  and  proteei 
the  defenceless  inhabitants  of  this  frontier." 


HSADaCARTERS.  BuFFALO, 

'  December  fSi^lSlZ. 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  aa- 
nouncing  to  you  the  mortifying  iatelligettce  ef 
the  loss  of  Fort  Niagara.  On  the  moraiiig  oftbe 
18th  instant,  about  four  o'clock,  the  eaeaiy  erasaed 
the  river  at  Five  Mile  Meadows,  in  grrat  foree, 
consisting  of  regulars  and  ladiani^  who  onade  their 
way  undiscovered  to  the  garriaoa,  which,  from 
the  most  correct  information  I  can  collect,  was 
completely  surprised.  Our  men  were  nearly  dd 
asleep  in  their  tents ;  the  enemy  rushed  in  aad 
commenced  a  most  horrible  slaughter.  Sneh  as 
escaped  the  fury  of  the  first  onset,  retired  to  the 
old  messhouse,  where  they  kept  up  a  destmctire 
fire  on  the  enemy,  until  a  want  of  anuanaitioi 
compelled  them  to  surrender. 

Although  our  force  was  very  inferior,  and  eon- 
paratively  very  small  indeed,  I  am  induced  is 
think  that  the  disaster  is  not  attributable  loaay 
want  of  troops,  but  to  gross  neglect  in  the  cam- 
manding  officer  of  the  fort,  (Captain  Leonari,) 
in  not  preparing,  being  ready,  and  looking  out  for 
the  expected  attack. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  correctly  tke 
number  of  killed  and  wounded.  About  tweaty 
regulars  have  escaped  out  of  the  fort — some  faadlr 
wounded.  Lieutenant  Peck,  24th  regiment,  k 
killed,  and  it  is  said  three  others. 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  by  the  enclosed  geaenl 
orders,  that  I  apprehended  an  attack,  and  made 
the  necessary  arrangements  to  meet  it,  bat  have 
reason  to  believe,  from  information  received  by 
those  who  have  made  their  escape,  that  the  cob* 
mandant  did  not  in  any  way  comply  with  those 
orders. 

On  the  same  morning  a  detachment  of  militi% 
under  Major  Ben  net,  stationed,  at  Lewistowi 
heights^  was  attacked  by  a  party  of  savages;  bit 
the  Major  and  his  little  corps,  by  making  a  dcr 
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lerate  charge,  effected  their  retreat,  after  beiag 
arrouoded  by  several  hoadred,  witli  the  loss  of 
iz  or  eight,  who  doubtless  were  killed,  amoDg 
vhom  were  two  sods  of  Captaio  Jones,  Indiao 
Dterpreter.  The  villages  of  Ycungstowo,  Lew- 
stowQ,  Manchester,  and  the  Indian  Tuscarora 
tillage,  were  reduced  to  ashes,  and  the  inoffensive 
nhaoitants  who  eouLd  not  escape  were,  without 
egard  to  age  or  sex,  inhumanly  butchered  bv 
avages,  headed  by  British  officers  painted.  A 
British  officer,  who  is  taken  prisoner,  avows  that 
nany  small  children  were  murdered  by  the  In- 
lians.  Major  Mallory,  who  was  stationed  at 
Scblosser  with  about  forty  Canadian  volunteers, 
idvanced  to  Lewistown  heights,  and  compelled 
he  advanced  guard  of  the  enemy  to  fall  back  to 
he  foot  of  the  mountain.  The  Major  is  a  meri- 
orious  officer.  He  fought  the  enemy  two  days, 
iDd  contended  every  inch  of  ground  to  the  Tan* 
awantjT  creek.  In  these  actions  Lieutenant  Lowe, 
tSd  regiment  United  States'  Army,  and  eight  of 
he  Canadian  volunteers,  were  killed.  I  had  my- 
«lf,  three  daysprevioustothe  attack  on  Niagara, 
efc  it  with  a  view  of  providing  for  the  defence 
)f  this  place^  Black  Rock,  and  the  other  villages 
>Q  this  frontier.  I  came  here  without  troops,  and 
ia¥e  called  out  the  militia  of  Qenesee,  Niagara, 
ind  Chateaugay  counties,  en  nuuee. 

This  place  was  then  thought  to  be  in  most  im- 
minent danger,  as  well  as  the  shippioff,  but  I  have 
ao  doubt  is  now  perfectly  secure.  Volunteers  are 
Boming  in  in  great  numbers.  They  are,  however, 
I  species  of  troops  that  cannot  be  expected  to 
continue  in  service  for  a  long  time.  In  «  few 
days  1,000  deUched  militia,  lately  draughted,  will 
be  on. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

GEO.  McCLURE. 
Brigadier  Generaly  commanding. 

Hod.  J.  Abmstrono,  Se<^ryqf  War. 


Abstract  of  the  Morning  Report  of  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Niagara,  commanded  by  Captain  Leonard. 

December  15,  1813. 

Captain  Leonard's  comp'y,  total  present  74  absent  19 
Captain  Hampton's    do.  do.  88    do,    17 

Lieutenant  Peck's      do.  do.  118    do.      9 

Lieut.  Frederick's       do.  do.  44 

Total  present      834  absent  45 

Aggregate  869 

L00MI8, 
Lieutenant,  and  Acting  Adjutant, 
JOHN  WILSON, 

Brigade  MuQor, 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  George  McClare  to 
tJie  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Batavia,  December  25, 1813. 

'*  It  is  a  notorious  fact,  that,  on  the  night  on 
which  Fort  Niagara  was  captured,  Capt.  Leonard 
waa  much  intoxicated,  and  left  the  fort  about  11 
o'clock,  P*  M.     I  am  assured  that  he  has  since 


given  himself  up ;  that  he  and  family  are  now  on 
the  Canadian  side  of  the  strait.  It  was  not  with- 
out some  reluctance  that  I  left  him  in  immediate 
command  of  the  fort;  but  there  was  no  alterna- 
tive, as  he  outranked  every  other  officer.  Hia 
uniform  attachment  to  British  men  and  meas- 
ures, added  to  the  circumstance  of  his  not  effect- 
ing his  escape  when  in  his  power,  strengthens  me 
in  a  suspicion  that  there  was  a  secret  understand- 
ing with  regard  to  this  disgraceful  transaction. 

^^  Permit  me  to  suggest  to  you,  sir,  that,  unless 
regular  troops  are  sent  to  this  frontier  immedi- 
ately, the  enemy  will  penetrate  into  the  interior 
of  our  country,  and  lay  waste  all  before  them. 
The  militia  will  do  to  act  with  regulars,  but  not 
without  them.  In  spite  of  all  my  exertions  to 
insure  subordination,  my  late  detachment  ulti- 
mately proved  to  be  very  little  better  than  an  in- 
furiated mob.  It  was  not,  however,  the  fault  of 
the  privates,  but  of  such  officers  as  were  seeking 
popularity,  and  who,  on  that  account,  were  afraid 
of  enforcing  subordination,  and  introducing  strict 
dbcipiine. 

"  I  have  collected,  from  the  different  recruiting 
rendezvous,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  sot 
diers,  and  put  them  under  the  command  of  Lfea- 
tenant  Riddle,  of  the  15th  United  States'  infan- 
try, an  excellent  and  deserving  officer. 

"  i  cannot  conclude  this  communication  with- 
out reporting  the  conduct  of  Doctor  Cyrenina 
Chapin,  (late  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  volunteers.) 
To  him,  in  a  great  measure,  ought  all  our  disas- 
ters to  be  imputed.  His  publications  in  the  Buf- 
falo Gazette,  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  Bur- 
lington, I  fear  had  the  desired  effect.  I  have  found 
him  an  unprincipled  disorganizes  Since  dismiss- 
ing him  and  his  marauding  corps,  he  has  been 
guilty  of  the  most  outrageous  acts  of  mutiny,  if 
not  of  treason.  When  I  came  to  Buffalo,  accom- 
panied only  by  my  suite,  beheaded  a  mob  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  violence  to  my  feelings  and  per- 
son ;  and  when  marching  to  the  Rock^  at  the  time 
of  an  alarm,  five  or  six  guns  were  discharged  at 
me  by  his  men." 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  General  Lewb  Cass  to  the 
Secretaiy  of  War,  dated  Williamsville,  eleven  miles 
East  of  Buffido,  January  12, 1814. 

*'  I  passed  this  day  the  ruins  of  Bufialo.  It  ex- 
hibits a  scene  of  distress  and  destruction  such  as 
1  have  never  before  witnessed. 

"  The  events  which  have  recently  transpired  in 
this  quarter  have  been  so  astonishing  and  unex- 
pected, that  I  have  been  induced  to  make  some 
inquiry  into  their  causes  and  progress ;  and  doubt- 
ing whether  you  have  received  any  correct  infor- 
mation upon  the  subject,  I  now  trouble  you  with 
the  detail. 

"The  fall  of  Niagara  has  been  owing  to  the 
most  criminal  negligence.  The  force  in  it  was 
fully  competent  to  its  defence.  The  command- 
ing officer.  Captain  Leonard,  it  is  confidently  said, 
was  at  his  own  house,  three  miles  from  the  fort, 
and  all  the  officers  appear  to  have  rested  in  as 
much  security  as  though  no  enemy  was  near 
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them.  Capcain  Rodgen  aod  Captain  Hampton  ^ 
both  of  the  24th,  bad  companies  in  the  fort.  00th 
of  them  were  absent  from  it.  Their  conduct 
ought  to  be  strictly  inTestigated.  I  am  aiso  told 
that  Major  Wallace  of  the  5th  was  in  the  fort. 
He  escaped,  and  is  now  at  Brie. 

"  The  circumstances  attending  the  destruction 
of  Buffalo  you  will  hare  learned  before  this 
reaches  yon.  But  the  force  of  the  enemy  has 
been  greatly  magnified.  From  the  most  careful 
exammation,  I  am  satisfied  that  not  more  than 
aix  hundred  and  fifty  men,  of  regulars,  militia, 
and  Indians,  landed  at  Black  Rock.  To  oppose 
these,  we  had  from  two  thousand  fife  hundred  to 
three  thousand  militia.  All,  except  very  few  of 
them,  behaved  in  the  most  cowardly  manner. 
They  fled  without  discharging  a  musket.  The 
enemy  continued  on  this  side  of  the  river  till  Sat- 
urday. All  their  movements  betrayed  symptoms 
of  apprehension.  A  vast  quantity  of  property 
was  left  in  the  town  uninjured,  and  the  Ariel, 
which  lies  four  miles  above  upon  the  beach,  is 
safe.  Since  the  Ist  instant  they  have  made  bo 
movement.  They  continue  in  the  possession  of 
Niagara,  and  probably  will  retain  it  until  a  force 
oompetent  to  its  reduction  arrives'in  its  vicinity." 


Robert  Lee,  late  of  Lewistown,  in  the  county 
of  Niagara,  and  State  of  New  York,  gentleman, 
of  the  age  of  forty-two  years,  bein^  sworn  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists,  deposeth  and  saith,  that,  some 
seven  weeks  immediately  preceding  the  19th  of 
December  last,  he,  this  deponent,  resided  in  Fort 
Nii^ra,  for  tne  purpose  of  attending  to  private 
business ;  that,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  19th,  the  said  fort  was  atucked  or  entered 
by  the  British.  The  garrison  was  not  alarmed 
when  the  enemy  entered  the  gates  of  the  fort. 
Some  firing  took  place  after  they  entered  the 
works,  particularly  between  the  guard  at  the 
Southeast  block-house,  and  the  sick  in  the  hos- 
pital at  the  red  barracks^o  the  part  of  the  Amer- 
icans, with  the  enemy.  This  deponent  is  positive 
that  there  were  about  four  hundred  men  or  all  de- 
scriptions in  the  fort  immediately  before  taken, 
And  that  three  hundred  and  fifty  of  that  number 
•^•rtre  capable  and  willing  to  bear  arms  in  that 
way,  viz :  firinar  on  the  enemy  from  the  block- 
hoasesj  dbe.  The  principal  resistance  the  enemy 
net  with  was  from  the  sick  in  the  red  barracks, 
and  the  guard  at  the  Southeast  block-house,  be- 
forementioned.  The  sick  in  the  red  barracks,  as 
this  deponent  is  informed,  and  from  what  he  saw 
he  believes,  were  nearly  all  slauffhtered.  The 
British  force  that  took  possession  of  the  fort  were 
In  number  about  four  hundred,  commanded  by 
(3olonel  Murray,  who  was  wounded  in  the  arm 
in  entering  the  gate,  and  was  succeeded  in  com- 
mand by  Colonel  Hamilton.  From  the  British 
order  of  congratulation,  that  issued  on  the  same 
morning,  it  appeared  that  the  Americans  had  lost 
aixty-tive  killed  and  fifteen  wounded,  which 
wounds  were  principally  by  the  bayonet,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  order;  but  the  above  order  issued 
▼ery  soon  after  they  took  poasession  of  the  fort, 


ON  THE  MANNER  IN  WHICH  THE  WAB 
HAS  BEEN  CONDUCTED. 

[Cottmonkated  to  the  Hoaas»  Febmaiy  %l,  I8I4J 

Wttbb.  Va.,  fhb.  8, 1814. 
Sib  :  For  the  information  of  the  House  of  Rip 
resentatives,  or  any  committee  of  that  Home  vte 
may  have  under  eonsideratioii  either  Hie  manicr 


and  did  not  include  a  number  tbat 
wards  found  bayoneted  in  the  cellars  oT  the 
houses.  This  deponent  thinks  that  our  h»  hi 
killed  in  the  whole  amounted  at  least  to  eigktf. 
It  was  a  matter  of  frequent  conversation  and  a- 
ultation  among  the  British  non-ccmnniaioBed 
officers  and  soldiers,  while  this  deponent  m 
under  guard,  that  they  bayoneted  the  Amerien^ 
notwithstanding  their  crying  oat  for  quarter.  A 
subaltern  officer  and  about  twenty  privates  nmk 
their  escape  from  the  fort  by  scalinfir  tlie  pielnea 
Captain  Leonard,  the  American  conamnder,  va, 
at  the  time  the  fort  was  taken,  at  bis  fium,  abott 
two  miles  distant,  and,  hearing  the  attaelL  made 
towards  the  fort,  and  at  no  great  distnoce  froa  it 
was  made  prisoner  by  the  eoenaj,  aad  wis  kept 
in  close  confinement  for  two  days  and  a  faal^  Mni 
how  much  longer  this  deponent  does  nor  kwa. 
The  American  soldiers  were  kept  twe  diys  m 
close  and  miserable  confinement,  wi thorn  the  use 
of  provisions,  and  with  a  very  scantj  saijiply  of 
wood  and  water ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  the 
eitisens  and  soldiers  were  crossed  over  the  wm, 
and  lodged  in  a  part  of  what  had  been  the  Britisli 
magazine  at  Fort  George,  the  residae  inopei 
plank  and  board  huts ;  in  both  sttantions  it  va 
impossible  to  lay  down.  The  magazine  was  so 
filtny  that  many  of  the  prisoners  became  infested 
with  vermin,  and  in  that  situation  remained  sevea 
days.  The  citizens  were  then  removed  to  a  hiiek  | 
building  up  near  dueenstown,  where  they  were 
BO  much  crowded  that  no  kind  cf  comfort  was  to 
be  taken  either  by  day  or  night  The  supply  of 
provisions  was  not  only  scanty,  tat  of  the  Terr 
worst  kind  ;  beef  of  the  most  laferior  and  repal- 
sive  quality,  and  bread,  the  quality  of  which  can- 
not be  described.  The  water  that  they  used,  both 
there  and  at  the  magavine.  they  had  to  purchase. 
This  deponent  believes  tnat,  through  the  influ- 
ence of  an  individual  in  Upper  Canada,  binsei( 
together  with  ten  other  American  citizens^  were 
permiued,  on  the  134h  instant  to  enae  10  the 
United  States.  The  residtie  of  the  citiaeaB,  tothe 
amount  of  about  seventy,  were  marched,  on  the 
12th,  under  a  strong  guard,  to  Burlington  beigha; 
and  this  deponent  was  informed  that  from  tmce 
they  would  be  sent  to  Kingston.  The  waaca 
and  children  taken  at  and  near  Lewistown  weie 
stripped  of  their  clothing,  and  taken  across  the 
river.    And  further  this  daponent  saith  not 

ROBERT  LBB. 

Sworn  to  and  sabseribed  this  18th  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1814,  before  me, 

J.  HARRISON, 

Muter  in  Ckancej. 
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ioirbieh  the  war  has  been  eoBdveted,  or  my  eon- 
dace  as  an  officer  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
Btates^  I  enclose  to  you  some  docaments,  mostly 
originals,  numbered  from  one  to  sixty-one  in- 
dasive. 

Should  those  papers  be  necessary  to  me,  for 
any  purpose,  at  any  time,  no  doubt  they  will  be 
sate  among  the  archives  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  deliTcred  on  application  to  me  or 
my  order. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4m;., 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH. 

Hon.  L.  Chetes, 

Speaker  Bouse  of  B&preeemtaHvee. 


No.  1. 

General  Orders. 

HsADauARtERs,  Green  Bosh, 
September  13, 1813. 

Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smyth  will  pro- 
seed  to  Niagara  and  take  the  command  of  the 
t>rigade  composed  of  the  fifth,  twelfth,  thirteenth, 
fourteenth,  and  twentieth  regiments  of  infantry, 
18  they  arrive  at,  or  near,  Niagara,  and  he  wul 
>e  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly.  On  his 
irrival  at  Niagara,  or  in  the  vkiaity  of  Major 
Greneral  Van  Rensselaer's  headquarters,  he  will 
-eport  himself  to  that  officer. 

jBy  order  of  Major  Greneral  Dearborn. 

E.  BEEfiE, 
Acting  Deputy  Adjutant  CrenercU. 


No.  2. 


HEADClUARTtiRS,  GrEBNBUSH, 

October  4, 1812. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  27th,  by  Captain  Dox, 
lias  been  received.  Before  this  reaches  you,  I 
trust  the  reinforcements  will  generally  have  ar- 
rived. I  have  made  every  effort  in  m}[  power  to 
lave  sufficient  quantities  of  ammunition,  cioth- 
iDC,  medicine,  arms,  &c.,  forwarded,  but  not  with 
ill  the  success  I  could  have  wished.  I  shall  con- 
inoe  to  send  on  until  I  am  satisfied  there  will  be 
in  ample  supply.  It  rests  with  you  to  determine 
;he  proper  time  for  acting  offensively.  You  will, 
lowever,  perceive  the  expediency  of  coasuking 
:he  principal  officers. 

I  am  apprehensive  that  the  enemy  might  at- 
;empt  a  stroke  at  the  naval  armament  preparing 
It  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  it  being  of  the  first  im- 
portance that  no  interruption  should  retard  the 
iirogress  of  those  operations,  I  doubt  the  expe- 
diency of  withdrawing  any  part  of  the  force  from 
iliat  place  at  present.  When  the  troops  destined 
hr  your  post  shall  have  arrived,  your  total  force 
Boat  exceed  7,000  men,  which,'  1  presume,  will 
le  sufficient  for  all  contemplated  purposes. 

I  confidently  calculate  on  a  co-'operation  by  the 
Irmy  of  Detroit,  and  on  important  aid  from  the 
layal  department.  It  will  be  advisable  to  strike 
u  Kingston  from  Saekett's  Harbor, or  its  vicinity, 
yr  At  least  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy 
n  that  direction,  by  such  movtnnent  as  will 


threaten  a  blow.  If  we  should  be  so  fortunate  as 
to  obtain  the  command  of  the  lake,  Kingston  and 
the  country  about  it  may  be  taken  possession  of, 
and  all  the  supplies  in  tnat  direction  may  be  cut 
off.  You  should  have  as  many  flat  boats  (and 
scows,  if  possible)  as  will  be  sufficient  to  transport 
5,000  men,  with  field  pieces  and  artillery  horses, 
at  once,  with  the  aid  of  such  other  vessels  as  can 
be  readily  procured. 

The  contractor  should  be  reminded  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  having  a  sufficient  stock  of  provisions 
on  hand  for  two  months,  exclusive  of  tne  current 
tssnes. 

It  will  be  proper  that  a  correspondence  be  kept 
up  by  expresses,  between  you  and  Gkneral  Har- 
rison, which  will  enable  yon  to  ascertain  his 
movements;  but  if  we  should  be  fortunate  enough 
to  command  Lake  Ontario,  we  ought  to  possess 
ourselvess  of  that  part  of  Canada  bordering  on 
the  lake,  including  the  vicinity  of  Niagara,  whe- 
ther Harrison  succeeds  or  not. 

I  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  Ckneral  Amherst's 
order  at  Fort  Edward,  on  the  12th  of  July,  1759. 
The  authority  must  be  respected  by  every  Brit- 
ish officer.  It  will  be  expedient  for  you  to  have 
such  an  order  published,  with  such  alterations 
only  as  the  change  in  circumstances,  in  a  national 
view,  has  rendered  necessary ;  and  it  might  be 
welt  to  qaote  the  authority  referred  to. 

I  haive  cooaidered  it  fortanate  to  find  such  an 
order  from  so  respectable  a  source.  It  is  con- 
tained in  the  '^  Historical  Journal  of  the  Cam- 
paigns in  North  America,  in  the  years  1757,  '58. 
'59^  and  '60,  by  Captain  John  Knox,"  iwbilsheHl 
in  England  in  1769. 

With  high  consideration,  1  am,  sir,  ytmr  obe- 
dient servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Major  General  Van  Rensssjuaer. 

P.  S.  I  am  just  informed  that  General  Harri- 
son will  be  at  Detroit  by  the  15th  of  this  month 
at  the  farthest.  Forts  Harrison  and  Wayne  have 
been  relieved,  and  the  Indians  dispersed. 


No.  3. 


Inspector's  Report  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  oifln&ntry 
commanded  by  Colonel  Thomas  Parker. 

Officers,  non-commissioned  Officers^  and  Pri^ 
votes. — Tne  character  of  Colonel  Parker  is  too 
well  known  at  the  War  Office  to  require  com- 
ment. Major  Campbell  will  doubtless  make  a 
most  valuable  officer.  The  company  officers  are 
yet  very  ignorant  of  their  duty  i  but  they  gene- 
rally appear  to  be  very  intelligent  young  men. 
and  gentlemen.  The  non-commissioned  officeffs 
and  privates  are,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  ex- 
cellent recruits. 

Arms^  Accoutrements^  and  Ammumtum.-^The 
muskets  are  good,  but  some  few  of  them  out  of 
repair.  No  gun  slings  have  been  furnished;  nei- 
ther has  there  been  a  sufficiency  of  screw-drivers, 
worms,  picks,  or  brushes,  supplied.  The  knap- 
sacks are  very  bad,  as  are  likewise  the  canteens. 
The  regiment  has  only  about  twenty-three  rounds 
of  ball  cartridge;  and  not  two  flints  per  man;  and 
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there  Is  no  ammoDitioo  in  store  at  this  place. 
The  cartridges  are  many  of  them  very  bad. 

Clothing  and  Pay, — Though  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober is  partly  gone,  yet,  strange  to  tell,  this  regi- 
ment has  not  received  a  single  article  of  woollen 
clothing.  AH  the  men  are  without  coats,  and 
have  been  obliged  to  mount  euard,  during  the 
cold  and  stormy  weather  which  we  ha?e  had  for 
a  week  past,  in  their  linen  jackets  and  overalls. 
Unless  immediate  steps  are  taken  to  furnish 
proper  clothing,  the  men  must  all  fall  victims  to 
the  neglect.    Paid  up  to  the  31st  of  August. 

CkLfMp  Equipage,  Stationery  Hoepital  Stores. 
^. — The  tents  are  very  bad.  Camp  kettles  ana 
tin  pans,  good  and  complete.  Axes  and  spades, 
bad  and  incomplete.    No  stationery. 

The  Surgeon  complains  that  he  is  without  medi- 
cine, hospital  stores,  or  surgical  instruments. 

Provisions,— Colonel  Parker  states  that  he  re- 
ceives ^ood  provisions  for  his  regiment. 

Discipline, — Captains  Sansster's  and  Pagers 
companies  are  very  raw,  and  ignorant  of  their 
duty.  Taking  into  consideration  that  the  men 
are  recruits,  and  have  just  come  off  a  long  and 
fatiguing  march,  the  state  of  Captain  Morgan's 
company  does  him  honor,  but  its  discipline  is 
still  very  imperfecL 

WILL.  KING, 
Capt.  and  Assist.  Intp.  U,  8,  Army. 

Camp  njbar  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  CkO,  5.  1812. 


No.  4. 


Inspector's  Report  on  ^  state  of  the  Fourteenth  Regi- 
ment of  Infantry,  commanded  bv  Colonel  WiUism 
H.  Winder. 

Officers,  non-commissioned  Officers,  and  Prir 
votes. — Tne  Colonel  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  ap- 

ar  to  have  taken  great  pains  to  acquire  a  know- 
je  of  the  duties  of  their  stations.  The  com- 
pany officers  are  almost  as  ignorant  of  their  duty 
as  when  they  entered  service.  The  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  are  generally  only 
tolerably  good  recruits. 

Arms^  Accoutrements^  and  iimmunttum.— The 
arms  of  this  regiment  are  in  infamous!  v  bad  order. 
They  appear  to  be  old  muskets  that  have  proba- 
bly been  bought  up  at  reduced  prices  by  the  con- 
tractors or  other  public  agents,  and  are  now 
placed  in  the  bands  of  men  who  are  almost  within 
ffunshot  of  the  enemy.  The  Inspector  has  no 
hesitation  in  giving  it  as  his  opinion,  that  at  least 
one-fifth  of  them  are  unfit  for  service ;  and  he  be- 
lieves, were  they  to  undergo  a  critical  inspection, 
a  much  larser  proportion  of  them  would  be  con- 
demned. The  cartridge  boxes, bayonet  scabbards, 
and  belts,  are  good ;  the  knapsacKs  are  very  bad. 
Neither  ffun  sangs,  pick&  nor  brushes,  have  been 
furnisheoT;  nor  has  a  sufficient  number  of  screw- 
drivers and  worms  been  supplied.  This  regiment 
has  a  large  supply  of  ball  cartridges,  powder,  and 
lead,  but  a  considerable  proportion  of  it  is  very 
bad;  some  of  the  cartridges  are  said  to  have  been 
made  up  in  1794.  There  is  a  scarcity  of  flints. 
Camp  Equipage^  Hospital  Stores,  fc— The 


tents  never  were  good;  and  have  been  mmuek 
abused  on  the  march  to  this  place,  thai  thcf  ifiiid 
little  protection  from  the  weather.  Garapbuks 
and  tin  pans,  good  and  complete;  axes  and  spite^ 
very  bad.  No  supply  of  stationery.  The  s«- 
geon  states  he  is  without  medicioe,hospilaltfareB, 
and  surg[ical  instruments. 

GothmgandPay. — Though  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober is  partly  gone,  yet,  strange  to  tell,  thisrtfi- 
ment  has  not  received  a  single  article  of  wooUs 
clothing.  All  the  men  are  withoac  eoata,  aad 
many  without  shoes  or  stockings ;  and  have  bea 
obliged  to  mount  guard,  during  the  cold  aai 
stormy  weather  which  we  have  bad  for  a  week 
past,  barefooted,  and  in  their  linen  jackets  tai 
overalls.  Unless  immediate  steps  are  taken  to 
supply  proper  dothiuff,  the  men  must  all  faU  vi^ 
tims  to  the  neglect.    Paid  op  to  the  31st  of  Joiy. 

Provisions. — The  Lieuteoant  Cokael  states 
that  the  regiment  is  supplied  with  very  hs4  pro- 
visions. 

Discipline., — The  regiment  is  composed  entirely 
of  recruits ;  they  appear  to  be  almost  as  ignonit 
of  their  duty  as  it  they  had  nerer  seen  a  eaop^ 
and  scarcely  know  on  which  shoulder  to  cany 
the  musket.  They  are  mere  militia,  and,  if  pai- 
sible,  even  worse;  and  if  taken  into  actios  is 
their  present  state,  will  prove  more  daagenMs  to 
themselves  than  to  their  enemy. 

WILL.  KflVG, 
Capt.  and  AssisL  fnsp,  (Sen.  UlSLA. 

Camp  nbar  Bitpfalo,  N.  Y.,  Oct  5, 1812, 


No.  5. 
Cokmel  P.  P.  Schuyler  to  Geatisl  anyth,  ditsd 
October  9, 1812, 11  o'docfe.P.M: 
Sir:  The  brig  Adams  has  been  on  &re  aboat 
twenty  minutes,  and  will  soon  be  consumed.  Wt 
have  saved  some  property  that  was  on  board,  and 
taken  three  prisoners.    Milton  is  now  eronraglo 
our  shore*    Brock  has  arrived  opposite,  with  a 
very  superior  force.    I  wait  your  orders. 
Respectfally, 

P.  P.  SCHUTLBR,  CdimA 


No.  6. 


Major  General  HaO  to  Brigsdier  General  Steyft. 

Buffalo,  October  12, 1812. 
8ir:  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  iafem 
me  what  time  you  will  meet  General  Van  Rcbs> 
selaer,  agreeably  to  his  request,  at  Niagara? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  HALL. 

N.  B.  I  was  at  the  Rock  this  morninr.  and 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  firing  from  the&itkk 
shore.  It  was  said  that  some  troops  were  nuc^ 
ine  up  on  the  other  .side  of  the  river.  Lieutenart 
Elliot  was  apprehensive  they  might  get  aztOkiy 
on  the  island,  and  destroy  his  vessels,  unless  mm 
were  placed  on  the  island  to  prevent  a  laadiif^ 
You  will  be  able  to  judge  the  necessary  fores- 

Yours,  A.  B 

Brigadier  Qeneral  Smyth. 
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No.  7. 

iftdSffT  General  Smith  to  Mmjor  General  Van  Reni- 
f  aelaer. 

Gamp  near  Buffalo,  Oct.  12, 1812. 

eiR :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
t  of  your  letter  at  10  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  bad- 
B  of  the  weather  and  roads  harassed  the  troops 
terday  more  than  can  well  be  conceived ;  to- 
:row,  I  expect  their  clothing,  and  they  will 
b.  Next  day,  they  might  march,  to  the  num- 
tof  twelve  hundred  effective  men,  but  imper- 
;ly^  disciplined. 

>  is  said  the  enemy  are  in  considerable  force 
fosite  to  Black  Rock ;  and  as  Lieutenant  Colo- 
f  Scott  and  Ghrystie  have  arrived  with  yoo, 
[time  for  attack  is  favorable;  and  may  you 
^uer  is  my  prayer, 
.have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc., 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General, 
laj.  Gen.  Van  Renssblabr. 


No.  8. 

ract  of  a  letter  from  General  Smyth  to  General 

Sheafe,  dated 

October  18, 1812. 
As  I  am  averse  to  taking  a  single  life,  or  oc- 
loning  a  single  calamity,  without  an  object,  I 
jiose  a  further  continuance  of  the  armistice, 
efioitel^,  each  party  to  have  a  right  to  termi- 
»  it,  giving  thirty  hours  notice  to  the  other 
ly;  the  armistice  to  extend  along  the  frontier 
a  Lake  Erie  to  Lake  Onfario." 


Camp  on  tbe  Mountain, 
October  19, 1812,  6  o^dock^  A.  M. 

liB :  I  shall  immediately  proceed  to  Schlosser, 
iwait  your  further  orders.  It  would  be  pleas- 
to  me  to  be  ordered  to  proceed  to  our  ultimate 
tination  before  the  weather  becomes  more  in- 
nent. 

will  thank  yon  to  give  an  order  on  the  Q,nar- 
naster  for  eighty  blankets,  and  thread  to  make 
tch  coats  for  my  regiment.  Indeed,  if  in  your 
nion  It  could  be  justified,  I  could  wish  that 
iry  man  could  be  furnished  with  one.  Those 
tow  ask  for  are  intended  for  the  use  of  the 
trds. 

^ith  the  highest  regard  and  respect,  I  am,  sir, 
IT  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  PARKER, 

Colonel  \2ik  Infantry, 


No.  9. 

^adier  General  Smyth  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Near  Buffalo,  October  20, 1812. 
Sir  :  On  the  16th  instant^  General  Van  Rens- 
ler,  by  a  general  order,  invested  me  with  the 
nmand  of  the  troops  between  the  Lakes  Erie 
1  Ontario,  with  power  to  order  general  courts 
iitial,  and  exercise  the  authority  of  commander 
a  great  military  district. 
On  the  18th  instant,  I  ordered  Colonel  Winder 


(an  admirable  officer)  to  Fort  Niagara ;  on  the 
19th  I  broke  up  the  camp  at  Lewistown,  ordered 
the  militia,  such  as  had  not  deserted,  and  except- 
ing the  artillery,  to  Schlosser;  the  artillery  were 
put  under  Colonel  Winder's  command,  and  would 
most  of  them  take  post  on  the  mountain  opposite 
Clueenstown.  Colonel  Parker,  with  the  detach- 
ments of  the  12ih  and  20th,  will  take  post  on  a 
small  creek  near  Black  Rock,  and  collect  the 
boats.  Colonel  Schuyler,  with  the  detachments 
of  the  5th  and  13ih,  will  take  a  position  near 
him.    The  volunteers  will  encamp  near  Buffalo* 

In  the  small  creek  I  mention,  I  wish  to  have 
one  hundred  boats  that  will  carry  across  at  once 
four  thousand  men,  and  twenty  or  thirty  scows 
or  flats,  to  take  over  artillery  or  cavalry.  And 
if  you  will  increase  my  force  to  eight  thousand 
men,  with  twenty  pieces  of  light  and  field  artil- 
lery, and  some  troops  of  cavalry,  I  will  enter  Can- 
ada, and  leave  the  rest  to  Heavea. 

Place  no  confidence  in  detached  militia.  They 
have  disgraced  the  nation.  Do  not  rely  on  the 
contractor  for  provisions.  He  has  no  salt  meat, 
and  only  damaged  flour.  If  yoii  have  any  com- 
passion on  the  service,  send  money  either  to 
Lieutenant  Allison,  my  brigade  quartermaster,  or 
to  some  public  agent  under  my  orders.  Without 
it  we  cannot  supply  the  contractor's  deficiencies; 
we  cannot  get  transportation  by  land,  build  boata, 
procure  forage,  or  anything  else,  wanted  by  tbe 
army. 

Give  me  here  a  clear  etc^e,  men,  and  money, 
and  I  will  retrieve  your  afiairs  or  perish. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH. 


No.  10. 


The  Secretaiy  of  War  to  Brigadier  General  8myth« 

War  Departmbnt,  Nov.  4,  1812. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  October  20th  has  been  re- 
ceived. On  the  21st  of  October  Major  General 
Dearborn  reported  to  this  Department  that  he 
had  granted  General  Van  Rensselaer's  request  to 
retire  from  his  command  ;  that  he  had  directed 
him  to  give  over  bis  command  to  you ;  and  that 
he  had  written  you  ^^  in  a  particular  and  explicit 
manner."  You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  ser- 
vice to  require  to  be  informed  that  all  communi- 
cations respecting  your  command  should  be  di- 
rected to  that  officer.  A  copy  of  your  letter  has 
been  enclosed  to  General  Dearborn. 

Such  ordnance  as  he  may  assign  to  Nia^ra 
must  be  sent  from  Albany.  Transportation, 
whether  by  boats  or  wagons,  is  furnished  by  the 
duartermaster's  department;  and  in  case  ot  fail- 
ure or  deficiency  in  rations,  purchases  should  be 
made  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  contract, 
for  which  purpose  bills  may  be  drawn  on  this 
Department,  properly  advised,  that  the  contractor 
may  be  made  accountable. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  EUSTIS. 

Brigadier  General  A.  Smyth, 

Buffalo,  Nfiw  York. 
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No.  11. 
Colonel  Parker's  Report  to  Brigmdier  Genertl  Smyth. 

Colonel  Parker  has  the  honor  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Smfth  that,  agreeably  to  his  orders,  he  has 
caused  to  be  collected  all  the  boats  that  could  be 
found  last  evening,  and  had  them  carried  up  the 
creek  to  an  old  field  about  a  mile  above  the  bridge, 
where  they  are  left  under  a  small  guard. 

He  has  also  obtained  a  promise  from  Lieuten- 
ant Angus,  of  the  Navy,  to  send  out  a  party  of 
sailors  to  collect  all  the  boats  he  can  find  on  the 
coast,  and  convey  them  to  the  same  place. 

Colonel  Parker  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  to 
the  General,  the  propriety  of  placing  these  boats 
under  the  charge  of  a  careful  officer ;  and,  as 
many  of  them  ace  leaky  and  scarce  of  oars,  have 
them  carefully  prepared  for  service. 

From  report,  Colonel  Parker  is  of  opinion  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  will  probably  urge  a  de- 
scent on  Canada  this  Fall ;  out  he  supposes  that 
a  discretionary  power  will  certainly  be  given  to 
the  commandmj;  officer  on  the  lines.  From  the 
present  state  or  the  Q,uartermaster's  and  Com- 
missary's departments;  from  the  almost  total 
want  of  discipline  in  the  regular  troops ;  and 
from  the  little  confidence  that  can  be  placed  in 
the  militia  force;  it  would  appear  that  a  suc- 
cessful issue  could  hardly  be  expected,  and  de- 
feat might  prove  hi^ly  injurious  to  our  country. 
If  the  Gkneral's  attention  should  be  entirely  turned 
to  the  discipline  of  the  troops,  even  to  the  10th  of 
ttezt  month,  it  is  feared  that,  after  that  period,  it 
would  be  too  late  to  put  the  troops  under  a  com- 
fortable cover  before  the  Winter  sets  in,  which 
might  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  conse- 
quences. Would  it  not,  therefore,  be  better  to 
detail  six  or  eight  men,  best  qualified  for  the  ser- 
vice, from  each  company,  to  commenceihe  build- 
ing the  huts  while  the  residue  are  empknred  on 
drill  1 

While  Colonel  Parker  has  uken  the  liberty  of 
making  the  foregoing  observations,  he  begs  l<»ve 
to  assure  the  Qeneral  of  his  entire  submission  to 
his  better  judgment,  and  of  his  determination  to 

gromote  his  views  hj  every  exertion  that  his  fee- 
le  health  and  abilities  will  permit. 
OOTOBBR  22, 1812. 

No.  12. 
Major  General  Dearborn  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 

HEAOaUARTERS,  GrEENBUSH, 

October  21, 1812. 
8iR :  Major  General  Van  Rensselaer  having 
communicated  a  wish  to  retire  from  his  com- 
mand, I  have  acquiesced  in  his  request,  and 
have  desired  him  to  give  over  the  command 
which  he  held  to  you.  and  to  give  you  copies  of 
my  last  two  or  three  letters  to  him.  and  such  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  enemy,'  his  means  of 
obtaining  information,  and  the  state  of  the  troops, 
stores,  dtc,  as  he  may  possess.  The  unfortunate 
afiair  at  dueenstown,  on  the  13th,  is  most  seri- 
ously to  be  lamented ;  but  we  must  endeavor,  by 
redoubled  efforts,  to  retrieve  the  state  of  our  af- 
fairs.   I  have  ordered  Colonel  Porter,  of  the  ar- 


tillery, to  Niagara,  to  take  command  of  tie  vMe 
of  the  light  and  heavy  artiiierf  mt  tbat  ^  Toe 
will  find  in  him  all  the  Fequisite  praetieilufor- 
mation  and  industry  in  his  line.     A  fiae  coapuy 
of  liffht  artillery,  all  mounted,  "will  proeeej  is 
rapidly  as  possiDle  to  replace  such  as  hafe  bna 
lost.    On  their  arrival,  it  will,  I  presume,  be a- 
pedient  to  send  the  greatest  number  of  horxsVid 
to  some  place  where  forage  may  be  coaveaiei^ 
obtained.    I  shall  order  Uolonel  McCkire.  wia 
his  battalion  of  uniform  volunteers,  to  maxekfiaa 
Onondaga  to  Niagara ;  and  I  yet  hope  that,  vWi 
the  troops  shall  have  been  conceatrated,  aadfot 
into  a  state  of  orsanization,  tbat  yoa  will  bene 
to  pass  into  Canada,  and  secure  food  Winter  qoB- 
ters.    I  had  directed  General  Van  RenaseiBera 
call  on  the  contractor  for  a  deposite  of  prortiiM 
for  at  least  two  months,  exclmire  of  thecaneot 
issues.    It  will  be  expedient  for  yoa  to  repetc  the 
requisition  on  the  contractor.     Captaia  Tkoiu^ 
the  Deputy  Quartermaster  Gknerai,  will  joufoi 
with  stores  and  funds  for  that  departmeot',  lad 
i  trust  you  will  find  in  him  an  active  and  atteB> 
tive  officer.    It  will  be  proper   to  give  Cokad 
Parker  the  commaad  of  a  brigade.    la  aM  ia- 
porUnt  movements  you  will,  I  presume,  cooddn 
It  advisable  to  consult  some  of  your  prineijal  o^ 
fioers.    Bvery  means  in  your  power  shooU  be 
exerted  to  procure  a  sofi£cient  aaoiber  of  hasa 
and  scows  for  transportiag  the  troops.     Tai 
should,  if  possible,  be  pre^red  for  eraaau 
three   thousand    men,  with  aHiUenr,  et 
Faithful  and  experienced  boatmea  saouid  be 
lected  for  mamgiog  the  whole  of  the  healai  aai 
there  should  be  a  surplus  in  each  boat  as  a  pro- 
vision to  meet  accidents.    The  greatest  pteeau- 
tion  should  be  observed  in  the  anaagemeat  far 
embarcation  and  debareation.    Toa  will  parte 
me  for  being  thus  particular.    The  most  inpsn- 
ant  consideration  will  be  thatof  ascertainiogaid 
agreeing  on  the  best  and  surest  points  ftrer•s^ 
ing;  much  will  depend  on  a  jDoieions  sdectioa 
of  the  principal  landing  places.    Your  iaftinBa- 
tion  will  enable  you,  with  the  adrice  of  yourprift- 
ci pal  officers,  to  decide  on  these  sobjeetsia  tie 
most  judicious  manner.    That  jron  mayke  « 
fortunate  as  to  succeed  in  retrievisg  and  wim- 
ating  the  slate  of  our  affairs,  is  mr  most  ariotf 
wbh.    You  will,  by  all  practicable  means,  ct* 
deavor  to  correspond  with  General  HamM. 
who,  I  presume,  is  now  at  Detroit,  withavm 
respectable  force.    I  need  not  impress  yoa  will 
the  necessity  of  cultivating  a  spirit  of  hanasaf 
and  ifood  anderstanding  among  aU  the  corps  aa- 
der  your  command  ;  oa  which  the  saccessof  fsv 
operations  will  materially  depend.     I  hare  beea 
esublishing  a  line  of  expresses  between  tiui  place 
and  Niagara,  by  which  despatches  may  pass  it 
about  forty'four  hours.    Ton  will  direct  whm 
the  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  expiess  atf 
be  stationed  near  your  quarters.    The  line  viO,^ 
trust,  be  completed  within  two  or  three  dapi^ 
this  reaches  you. 

With  esteem  and  consideration,  your  obeM- 
and  hitmbie  servant, 

H.  DSARBOBir. 
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No.  13. 

idler  General  Alexander  Srayth  to  Major  General 

Dearborn. 

Camp  near  Buffalo,  Oct.  24, 1812. 

R  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
kf  the  2i5t  instant,  and  shall  fail  in  nothing 
if  power  to  retrieve  the  state  of  our  affairs, 
be  affair  of  Q,ueenstown  prohahly  diminished 
force  2,000  men;  one-half  of  which  were 
d,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  and  the  other  half 
Ked)  or  were  discharged  in  consequence  of 
i  battalions  being  ereatly  reduced, 
eneral  Van  Renssdaer  transferred  to  me  the 
mand  on  the  15th,  and  on  the  16th  I  broke 
he  camp  at  Lewistown;  sent  the  14th  in- 
y,  under  Colonel  Winder,  to  Niagara ;  the 
lia  artillery  to  a  battery  opposite  the  heights 
neenstown;  the  militia  infantry  and  riflemen 
{hlosser ;  and  I  returned  with  the  5th,  13th, 
^and  20th,  to  my  camp  near  Buffalo;  the 
M  of  the  light  and  2d  artillery  are  at  Black 

a  creek  at  Black  Rock  I  am  collecting  boats ; 
there  I  propose  to  cross.  The  Canadian  shore 
ly  of  access  from  Erie  to  Chippewa.  There 
ome  batteries  opposite  Black  Rock  that  I  can 
^^•arnedtwhen  I  please. 
Mits  are  wanting.  I  k»ve  sent  to  have  those 
(h  Chrystie  brought  to  Niagara  carried  to 
osser ;  this  will  be  a  difficult  work.  Scows 
ranting  and  essential*  As  yet  I  have  up 
I* 

D»  reinforcement  you  mention  I  hope  will 
orage  those  mider  my  command.  It  is  said 
oldiers  have  arrived  at  Fort  George  since  the 
e ;  that  the  Indians  have  goiie  home  to  gather 
corn ;  and  that  three-fourtha  of  the  militia 
mlled  into  service.  As  the  enemy's  regular 
la  and  flankers  amount  to  3,000  men,  their 
iai  if  called  out,  as  said,  may  swell  their 
\  to  10,000  men. 

has  seemed  to  me,  sir,  that  the  three  armies 
Id  strike  on  the  same  dair.  If  not,  the  com- 
d  of  the  Lakes  will  enable  the  enemy  to  beat 
I  detail. 

be  sailors  here  will  furnish  me  with  excellent 
laea.  I  shall  take  the  opinions  of  a  few  of 
908t  ealtghteoed  offieers  at  times^  but  I  will 

bere  is  some  difficulty  in  giving-  Colonel 
^r  a  briffade,  as.  Schuyler  contests  his  eight 
Ak.  Winder  is  an  offioer  of  the  first  class. 
^ooBsequenee  of  the  loss  of  five  companieaof 
I3th,  I  consolidated  the  5th  and  13th)  as  was 
>  by  the  Adjutant  (General  in  the  ease  of  the 
and  20th.  in  consequeace,  Milton  asked  and 
in«d  a  foilough.  His  raiment  was  badly 
aned,  and  I  found  I  had  nothing  to  expect 
1  him. 

3o  not  expect  the  contractor  to  supply  us  with 
isions.  I  received  a  number  of  returns  at 
istown,  ''  unfit  for  duty  for  waot  of  provie- 

Fe  much  want  someeanaon  of  large  calibre 
be  fort  of  Niagaia,  and  the  batteries  of  Blaiek 


Rock.    A  powerful  battery  ait  the  Jatter  place 
would  protect  our  landing  at  noon  day. 

The  ship  carpenters  have  gone  off*,  which  I 
much  regret. 

Colonel  Porter  will  doubtless  be  of  great  ser- 
vice to  us ;  but  I  should  have  preferred  his  con»- 
ine  to  Black  Rock. 

I  shall  keep  you  advised  of  our  progress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect 
and  esteem,  your  most  obedient, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 

Brigadier  GeiieraL 

Major  General  Dbabbobn. 


No.  14. 
Camp  nbar  Bufjpalo,  Oct,  25, 1812. 
A  hospital  will  be  immediately  established  at 
Buffalo.     Houses  shall  be  rented,  and  Doctor 
Hays  will  take  charge  of,  and  regujiate  it. 

To  that  hospital  the  sick  and  wounded  in  camp 
and  its  vicinity  will  be  removed.  Doctor  Hays 
will  make  requisitions  for  such  articles  as  are  ne* 
cessary  for  their  comfort,  and  matrons  and  nurses 
will  be  employed. 

By  order :  H.  SMYTH, 

Lieut.  3d  Artillery,  and  A.  D.  C. 


No.  15. 

HEADaUABTERS,  NEAB  BuPPALO, 

Oct.  27,  1812. 

Captain  Allison  will  to-day  vacate  the  courts 
house,  to  be  used  as  a  hospital.    He  will  take  ]>os-» 
session  of  the  barracks  in  which  Capt.  Harris'a 
company  of  militia  has  been  stationed. 
ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


No.  16. 


Major  General  Dearbon  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 

HBAnauABTcaaf  Gabbnbubb^ 
October,  28, 1812. 

SiB :  Your  letters  of  the  22d  and  24th  were  re- 
ceived at  5  o'clock  P.  M*  yesterday.  This  will 
leave  here  ta'morrow  morning  at  7  o'clock.  I 
have  this  dav  received  information  from  Qeneral 
Bloomfieid  to#t  about  800  men,  with  several  field 
pieces,  left  Montreal  lot  your  neighborhood  on 
the  14th  instant ;  of  course  the  sooner  you  are 
prepaiad  to  strike  the  better.  From  the  aoeounta 
I  have  received  from  Fort  Qeorge,  I  am  induce4 
to  believe  that,  exclusive  of  Fort  Erie  and  its 
immediate  dependencies,  the  whole  force  on  the 
British  side  ot  the  river  does  not  amount  to  more 
than  twelve  or  fourteen  hundred,  including  the 
militia  which  were  in  service  at  the  time  of  the 
unfortunate  partial  attack;  and  the  derangement 
the  death  of  (General  Brock  must  have  occasioned 
in  relation  to  the  militia  and  Indians  must  have 
a  considerable  eflfect  on  their  measures  of  defence, 
if  they  are  not  allowed  too  lon^  a  time  for  pro- 
curing reinforcements,  and  forming  a  new  organ- 
ization. I  expect  that  Gkneral  Bloomfieid  will 
move  immediately  towards  Montreal,  and  I  cal- 
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eolate  on  his  being  able  lo  beat  ap  the  several 
posts  between  his  camp  and  the  rirer  St.  Law- 
rence. You  should  be  explicit  and  positire  in 
your  orders  to  the  contractor  for  havioff  at  least 
two  months'  deposite  of  provisions  on  hand,  ex- 
clusive of  the  current  issues.  If  you  should  de- 
termine on  crossing  from  the  vicinity  of  Black 
Rock  with  your  main  force,  will  not  the  enemy 
have  it  in  his  power  to  destroy  the  bridge  over 
Chippewa  creek,  and  render  your  passage  diffi- 
cult? You  will,  I  presume,  think  it  advisable 
to  make  one  or  more  feints  at  other  points,  while 
your  main  body  crosses  at  the  place  decided  on. 

I  am  induced  to  suspect  that  the  actual  benefit 
of  heavy  ordnance,  in  facilitating  a  landing,  has 
been  overrated.  Some  twelve  pounders  in  scows 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  of  more  service  in  cover- 
ing a  landing  than  the  fire  of  heavy  pieces  at  long 
shots.  An<f  when  a  footing  is  secured  on  the 
Canada  shore,  the  ordnance  in  their  batteries 
mast  undoubtedly  fall  into  your  hands.  Neither 
General  Van  Rensselaer  nor  yourself  have  said 
anything  in  relation  to  the  arrival  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania militia.  I  presume  they  must  have  arrived, 
or  that  you  will  have  sent  in  quest  of  them,  with 
orders  to  hurry  on  as  quick  as  possible.  An  addi- 
tional supply  of  powder,  balls,  paper,  dbc.,  has  been 
ordered  to  your  post.  Colonel  Porter  left  this  place 
on  the  24ih  with  100  light  artillerists,  all  mounted, 
and  well  appointed  in  every  respect.  He  will 
proceed  in  the  stage  to  Canandaigua,  and  from 
thence  to  your  quarters  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
Tou  will  perceife  the  propriety  and  necessity  of 
a  return  being  made  of  all  the  troops  under  your 
command,  which  has  been  too  Ions  delayed. 

With  esteem  and  consideration,  i  am,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Brigadier  General  Smtth. 


No.  17. 


Eztrad  of  a  letter  from  James  Seldeii,  Jr.,  of  Troj,  to 

General  Smyth,  dated 

NovBMBBa  27, 1812. 

*  I  am  informed,  from  an  undoubted  source, 
chat  the  British  have  received  a  reinforcement  of 
800  regulars  at  Fort  George ;  that  is,  they  are  not 
tnetly  at  Fort  George,  but  have  encamped  about 
one  and  «  half  miles  up  Chippewa  creek,  where  the 
enemy  have  been  buildinff  barracks.  A  cousin 
of  mine  brought  me  this  information,  who  was  in 
the  British  militia  service,  and  deserted." 

The  new  barracks  erected  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fort  Gkorge  and  Chippewa  have,  from  the  pre- 
cipitancy of  the  enemy's  flight,  escaped  being 
bnrnu 

B.  BAYNBS,  Adj.  General  N.  A. 


No.  18. 

Colonel  Thomas  Parker  to  Oenefal  Smyth. 

Camp,  Od,  30, 1818. 
Sir  :  You  did  me  the  honor  last  evening  to 
consult  me  about  the  propriety  of  forming  a  bri- 
gade, to  be  composed  of  the  regular  troops  ex« 


peeted  in  camp,  and  some  of  the  Tolnannaad 
militia  now  on  the  lines. 

I  have  been  made  acquainted,  from  diiseit 
sources,  with  the  disposition  of  the  troops  it  Btf> 
falo  and  Colonel  Swift's  regiment,  and  I  ikiak 
there  is  only  one  company  amongst  then  ikt 
would  not  corrupt  an ]r  regtilnr  troops  thattkey 
might  be  associated  with.  And  even  thatcso- 
pany  would  not  be  willing  to  be  snbjpcid  a 
regular  discipline.  What  mar  be  the  dispontin 
of  the  volunteer  Irish  Greens  I  do  not  knov;  bit 
upon  the  whole,  I  should  think  it  best  to  hif 
the  regulars  entirely  distinct  from  them. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  n5- 
itia  and  volunteers  be  formed  into  a  distinct  bi- 
gade,  and  put  under  strict  drill.  If  tbcyvi 
not  bear  tliis,  they  had  better  be  at  home. 

1  most  beg  leave,  sir,  to  call  year  atteaima  to 
the  requisition  made  for  flannd^as  it  v2l  be  of 
infinite  service  to  our  men. 

I  have  tlte  honor  to  be^  with  much  respect  aai 
esteeib,  sir,  your  obedent  serrnnt, 

THOMAS  PARKKR, 
Ooloneil2ih  A^btfry. 


No.  19. 
Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smytk  to 


Camp,  nbar  BiravALo,  OeL  30, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  rtemwe,  re  dty, 
at«four  o'clock  P.  M.,  your  letter  of  tteiM  iotc. 

We  may,  in  a  few  days,  bnve  cogether  seventy 
boats,  that  would  carry  over  three  thousand  five 
hundred  men;  but  we  have  ao  scows.  I  have 
set  all  the  carpenters,  and  some  cttiEens.u»  bnild- 
ing  of  scows.  We  want  tools  and  mateiiak 
The  Deputy  Quartermaster  gives  it  as  his  opia- 
loB  that  we  can  have  ten  scows  in  twenty  dap. 

I  would  cross  in  three  dajrs,  if  1  bad  theneui; 
without  them,  it  would  be  lojostiee  to  theaatioa 
and  myself  to  attempt  it.  I  most  not  be  Mated. 

The  New  Tork  Greens,  and  %  troop  of  Tei»- 
teer  cavalry  have  arrived.  The  tweatj-lhirf 
regiment,  the  Pennsylvania  volQnreers,aadthtie 
from  Baltimore,  have  not  arrived. 

The  Deputy  doartermaster  hns  broi^t  m 
checks  instead  of  money ;  and  he  is  unable  n 
make  paymento;  His  letter  to  the  ftonrtcnH*' 
ter  General  is  enclosed ;  and  I  reqaest  that  ■»• 
nev  may  be  sent  to  him  immediately. 

If  I  can  beat  the  enemjr  on  the  plmins  of  Mat 
and  take  that  place,  I  will  find  menns  tofetie 
Port  George,  whatever  may  become  of  the  M||e 
of  Chippewa. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

ALBXANDBR  SMTTH, 
Brigadier  Gemni 


No.  20. 

Colonel  William  H«  Winder  to  Brigadier 

Smyth. 

Forr  NtAOABA,  Od.  30, 181i 
Bin :  Captain  Archer,  of  the  8d  nrtiller^ry  ^^^ 
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lis  post  this  momiiig ;  be  bas  with  him  tboat 
f  men  and  two  six  pounders.  His  instrae- 
s  were  to  report  htmseif  to  Lien  tenant  Colonel 
tt,  at  this  place. 

>nder  the  circumstance^  I  have  deemed  it  ad- 
ble  to  recommend  his  waiting  your  orders 
I ;  which  he  will  do.  I  send  this  by  an  express. 
I  a  letter,  which  I  addressed  you  by  Mr. 
bet,  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  retaining 
or  twelre  l>oats  on  this  end  of  the  line;  a 
wiedge  of  your  wishes  on  this  subject  might 
rent  the  labor  and  trouble  of  bringing  ihem 
t  from  Schlosser. 

'he  movement  of  troope  and  boats  from  this 
of  the  line  has  occasioned  a  considerable 
rement  of  men,  from  the  other  side  of  the 
r,  towards  Erie.  They  have  been  principally, 
Dt  altogether,  militia.  The  number  expected, 
he  caTalry  stationed  between  this  and  Lewis, 
•ssiag  up,  are  from  four  to  fire  hundred, 
'his  morning  the  armed  ship  Earl  Moira  has  ar- 
d,  accompanied  by  a  small  unarmed  schooner, 
ing  a  number  of  men  oo  her  deck;  but  how 
ly  there  are  cannot  yet  be  ascertained,  as  they 
e  not  landed. 

shall  gather  all  the  force  I  can,  and  parade 
n  near  here  to-morrow ;  my  object  will  be  to 
rent  the  accumulation  of  force  against  your 
of  the  line,  by  making  a  display  here ;  should 
r  movements  render  it  necessary,  I  can  send 
n  on  to  that  end  of  the  line  by  a  fleet, 
bould  not  Captain  Archer  be  necessary  to  you 
fill  be  of  important  service  here, 
am.  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  WINDER, 
Colonel  Commanding. 
Irig.  Gten.  ALaxANDaa,  Smtth, 

Comnuxnding  Centre  Army, 


No.  21. 


mel  WillUm  H.  Winder  to  Brigadier  General 
Alexander  Smyth. 

Port  Niaoara,  November  3, 1812. 
Iir:    I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity,  by 
utenant  Totten,  of  the  Engineers,  to  write jrou. 
II  ^ill  find  him  a  useful  and  valuable  officer 
lis  professional  line,  and  an  estimable  private 

a. 

shall  send  the  clothing  for  the  fifth,  which  is 
t  barrel  only,  and  a  quantity  of  stockings,  by 
irtermaster  Allison.  I  also  enclose  you  a  re- 
II  of  clothinff  at  this  place,  made  to  me  by 
;>tain  Leonard.  This  list  is  exclusive  of  twenty- 
ae  tierces,  sent  on  to  the  fourteenth,  wliicb  con- 
I  coats,  pantaloons,  and  vests,  only  of  winter 
thing. 

Lnother  vessel  arrived  at  Fort  George  yester- 
'  evening.  It  was  near  dark,  and  no  accurate 
ervations  could  be  made  from  here.  Captain 
»her  was  at  the  Salt  battery,  directly  opposite 
rt  Qeorge,  and  will  be  able  to  inform  you 
re  particularly ;  I  have  not  seen  him.  It  is 
1  that  a  body  of  Indians  landed  from  her,  say 
!  hundred.  Every  one  of  their  brethren  that 
can  raise  should  cros^  to  meet  them.    I  sus- 


pect the  enemy  relies  very  much  upon  his  savage 
ally.  As  many  militia  riflemen  as  can  in  any 
sort  be  relied  on,  and  can  be  got  to  cross,  would 
be  important. 

Should  your  plans  permit  a  notice  of  twenty- 
four  hours  to  be  given  to  me  before  I  move  from 
here,  I  might  make  some  movements  to  draw 
them  toward  this  end  of  the  line.  By  selecting 
the  twilight,  of  morning  or  evening,  I  might  give 
my  force  the  appearance  of  a  thousand  men,  and 
make  some  indications  of  crossing. 

My  whole  force  is  applied  to  the  requisite  labor 
of  the  garrison  and  batteries,  f  shall  turn  to 
drilling  at  every  movement. 

I  am,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  H.  WINDER,  Colonel. 

Brig  Gkn.  Albxar der  Smttb, 

Commanding  Centre  Army. 


No.  28. 

Lteutenaat  Colonel  Livingston  to  General  Alexander 

Smyth. 

Buffalo,  Nov.  4, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  result  of 
my  inspection,  as  far  as  was  in  my  power,  of 
Qfeneral  Miller's  brigade  of  militia,  and  the  or- 
ganization of  the  same,  as  contemplated  by  ^oar 
order  of  the  22th  ultimo.  1  regret  I  am  not  ena- 
bled to  make  a  favorable  report,  but  the  state  of 
the  brigade  is  such  as  to  be  little  better  than  an 
undisciplined  rabble,  and  it  may  be  a  question 
whether  they  are  not  of  more  disservice  than  of 
use ;  the  total  want  of  order  no  doubt  proceeds 
from  the  ignorance  of  the  officers,  and  the  great 
familiarity  that  exists  between  them  and  their 
men ;  that  this  can  be  remedied,  perhaps  is  impos- 
sible, while  such  materials  are  employed  for  offi- 
cers. I  have  endeavored  to  select  and  retain  in 
service^ he  best,  and  such  as  I  am  told  will  not 
shrink  from  duty. 

After  waiting  two  days  for  the  different  re- 
turns, I  found  it  impossible  to  obtain  them,  al- 
though I  applied  to  the  (General  and  his  Brigade 
Major,  whose  duty  I  presume  it  was  to  furnish 
them.  This  circumstance  prevents  my  giving  a 
statement  of  the  exact  number  of  men,  arms,  am- 
munition, dbc.  The  arms  in  use  are  good,  al- 
though not  kept  (with  a  few  exceptions)  in  such 
order  as  they  ought  to  be.  I  am  informed  there 
are  about  seven  hundred  and  fifty  men,  of  which 
four  hundred  and  twenty  were  under  arms  on 
the  day  of  inspection.  On  Saturday  evening  one 
hundred  deserted,  and  no  measures  taken  to  bring 
them  back ;  a  spirii  of  mutiny  seems  to  pervade 
the  camp. 

I  shall  leave  this  to-morrow  for  Geneva,  and 
will  tase  charge  of  any  communication  for  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  or  any  other  you  may 
wish  to  forward. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  LIVINGSTON. 

General  Alrxanobr  Smvtb, 

Comm^g  U.  S.  Army  on  the  N,  FnmHer, 
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No.  23. 
GtpUdn  Benjamin  Wallace  to  Brigadier  General  Alex- 
ander Smyth. 

Camp,  near  the  Navy  Yard, 
below  Black  Rock  Nov.  5, 1812. 

Sir  :  If  Captain  Thomas  intends  that  the  boau 
and  scows  should  be  built  in  any  reasonable  time, 
he  ought  to  furnish  a  sufficient  quantity  of  tools 
for  the  men  under  my  command  to  work  with; 
at  present,  more  than  one-hi^lf  of  them  have  not 
proper  tools  to  work;  narrow  axes  are  much 
wanted ;  the  aueers,  chisels,  saws,  4Sm.,  were  all 
to  be  put  in  order,  and  will  be  of  little  use  for 
some  days.  I  have  selected  three  men  to  build 
a  scow,  agreeably  to  my  own  direction^,  and  to 
see  what  time  it  takes  lo  make  one. 
I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

BENJAMIN  WALLACE, 
Capt.  5th  United  Statet^  Infantry, 

Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  Smyth. 


No.  24. 


Major  General  Dearborn  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 

HfiAWlUARTBRB,  GrEENDCSH, 

November  6,  1812. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  30th  was  duly  rcceired, 
I  have  sent  an  additional  supply  of  cartridges  and 
stockings.  I  trust  the  Pennsylyania  militia.have 
joined  you.  1  have  sent  Colonel  Macomb,  with 
upwards  of  four  hundred  men,  to  co>opcrate  with 
Commodore  Chauncey,  who  his  informed  me 
that  he  shall  be  ready  on  the  15ih  instant  to  look 
for  and  attack  the  British  force  on  Lake  Onurio, 
and  probably  attack  Kingston,  if  I  should  send 
him  a  body  of  troops  that  be  could  reiy  on  to  aid 
him.  If  he  should  succeed,  I  have  requested  him 
to  send  a  part  of  his  force  to  Niagara  as  soon  as 
practicable.  I  hope  you  will  be  ready  to  strike 
ae  sooD  as  he  will.  A  movement  will  probably 
be  made  b^  that  time  towards  Montreal ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  I  trust  (General  Harrison  will  be 
in  operation  at  Detroit.  The  campaign  may  siill 
be  closed  with  success.  I  shall  set  off  this  day 
for  Lake  Champlain.  If  you  succeed  al  Niagara, 
York  and  Kingston  will  demand  your  early  atten- 
tion. That  you  may  succeed,  and  cover  your* 
self  and  the  troops  under  your  command  with 
glory,  is  the  ardent  wish  of  your  friend  and  hanr 
ble  servant,  H.  DEARBORN. 

Brigadier  Qen«ral  Smyth. 


No.  25. 


Brigadier  General  Smyth  to  Major  General  Dearbonu 
Camp  nbar  Buffalo,  Nov,  9, 1818. 

Sir:  Colonel  McFeely  arrived  on  the  1st  inst. 
with  About  one  hundred  and  eighty  men  of  the 
2&d.  Captain  Archer's  company  of  artillery  ir- 
rived  on  the  4th  instant  $  and  tonday  Col.  Brown, 
with  one  hundred  and  ninety  infantry ;  and  also 
the  light  artillery  arrived. 

I  have  sent  an  officer  to  meet  the  Pennsylva- 
nians.  He  had  gone  as  far  as  Brie,  when  I  last 
heard  of  him,  without  meeting  them.    They  are 


I  volanteers  to  sopplf  that  State's  quota  of  wlicnL 
Can  they  be  forced  to  cross  the  line  7  I  aa  tdd 
they  will  refose. 

One  of  the  Aids  of  the  Groversor  of  New  Teik 
has  been  at  Schiosser  in  the  capneity  of  De^ 
Adjutant  General,  making  a  ne^w  orgmnizatisitf 
the  militia  there.  1  caused  them  to  eBcany^ 
themselves — not  a  soldier  within  ten  miks  i 
them.  One  hundred  of  theni  deserted  the  vat 
night  after  the  Qovenior's  Aid  left  them. 

What  most  disturbs  me  is  the  ill  health  of  ike 
troops.  The  measles  has  affected  many ;  and  tke 
want  of  salt  meat,  of  ovens,  and  exposure  toedd-' 
until  lately  withoat  winter  clothing'-^ve  pro- 
duced dysentery  and  other  diseases.  Oar  hogfir 
tals  are  filled  with  sick  and  woQoded,  and  nm 
cases  of  diseases  are  occurring  daily. 

Colonel  Winder,  with  the  14ch,i8  coatof  19 
this  place  from  Niagara.  I  shall  trost  tbedeMe 
of  it  to  two  commmies  of  artillery,  and  Umiok 
ant  Colonel  MoFeely's  corps  of  infantry,  vkicli 
will  march  tOimorrow* 

The  contractors  have  failed  to  suf^v,  aa4  i 
have  ordered  purchases  of  proTisions  for  Fcit 
Niagara. 

Between  the  dOth  and  90th  Instant  I  shafl  le 
ready  to  cross  the  river  with  about  thirteen  liaft- 
dred  regular  infantry,  three  handred  artiUeirv,stz 
hundred  volunteers,  and  seventy  cavalry— iiyn 
will  allow  me  Captain  Morgan's  troop.  la  tkii 
estimate  is  not  included  the  Pennsy/faaia  sod 
New  York  militia. 

Two  regiments  will  proceed,  oi  iihaorrow,  to 
commence  building  huts.  If  we  cannot  stay  on 
the  other  side,  we  shall  have  a  shelier  r^dy  for 
the  aiek  and  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  sir,  with  the  higtat 
esteem,  your  most  obedient, 

ALBX'R  SMYTH,  Brig.  Gtn. 

Mtjor  General  Dearboeh. 

P.  S.— A  Disttict  Paymaster,  witJa  mope^  ii 
necessary.  The  vodnnteers  cannot  be  retiiftedin 
service  unless  paid.  Lieutenant  Gansevoort,  of 
the  artillery,  who  states  that  he  was  appoiBtBd 
District  Pay  master  J  was  ordered  to  AlbiAy  nufft 
than  three  weeks  since  to  procure  fuads.  Ib&re 
heard  that  he  is  sick.  Colonel  Brown'sxegiocat 
mutinied  at  Manlius  on  account  of  their  pay. 


No.  36. 


Genaml  Smyth  eonceivee  the  following  ftea 
should  be  known  and  considered  hy  the  Secrcctr7 
of  War: 

1.  That  the  5th  regiment,  at  Utica,  on  its  muc^ 
did  mutiny  for  want  of  their  pay* 

2.  That  the  23d  regiment,  at  Manilas,  did  mu- 
tiny on  account  of  their  pay,  which  is  still  doe. 

3.  That  a  company  or  volunteers,  at  Duflali^ 
did  mutiny  on  account  of  their  pay  and  clothii^-* 

4.  That  the  Captain  of  another  volunteer  cob- 
pany,  the  best  in  service,  has  stated  that  he  te- 
lievee  his  men  will  not  cross  into  Canada  withost 
their  pay  and  allowance  for  clothing.t 
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taisasn 


f  TkM  th«  Depoty  Qauicraiastwr  sii2f» 

'  to  be  without  moMf  . 

•  That  tb€fe  is  no  District  Paymmster  at  Nta- 
a  supplied  with  money. 

•  That  Colonel  Winder,  eommandiBS  at  Fort 
fara,  reports^  "  We  are  liteially  starring  on 
t  end  of  the  line  for  bread."  In  consequence 
?hich  the  Deputy  QrUarternaster  has  been  or- 
ed  to  purchase  provisions. 

.  That  eighteen  hundred  Pennsylvania  vol- 
eers  will  arrive  next  week. 
.  That  General  Smyth  will  be  ready  in  fifteen 
8  to  cross  into  Canada. 


No.  27. 


Speech  ta  Indiane, 

>B0TBERS :  I  thank  you  for  the  tender  of  your 
ices  in  the  defence  of  the  United  States,  wnich 
havQ  made,  and  in  their  name  accept  them, 
lase  the  troops  and  th*  Indians  of  the  British 
ig  should  invade  the  United  States ;  which  I 
ect  they  will  not  dare  fo  attempt, 
t  is  the  desire  of  vour  Qreat  Father,  the  Pres- 
it,  that  you  should  take  no  part  in  the  war  be- 
ei^  the  UaUed  Stat]e$  and  Great  Britain,  but 
;m  at  peaces  and  take  eare  of  your  wives  and 
dsea. 

*he  BcUiah  nation  is  not  able  to  maintain  the 
lest  ajg;ainst  the  United  States  on  this  great 
ad,  without  help.  They  ask  the  Indians  for 
I,  who  have  given  it,  and  will  be  ruined  by 
tg  so.  We  are  able  to  beat  the  British  with- 
nelp.  And,  although  we  understand  that  you 
willing  to  help  us  if  we  ask  it,  yet  we  do  not 
it.  The  quarrel  is  osrs,  and  not  yours ;  and 
will  figiit  our  own  battles, 
irothers :  Hold  fast  the  chain  of  friendship  be- 
en-yon  and  the  United  States,  who  are  great, 
rerfttl,  just,  and  good,  and  will  vanquish  au 
r  enemies,  and  protect  all  their  friends. 


acrow  the  river  will  tak)B  plaoai  I  am  tnfemed 
that  a  quantity  of  great  coats  came  up  from  Nia- 
gara, and  I  believe  tfaev  will  never  be  better  dis- 
posed of  than  by  dtstribotiiig  them  to  the  soldiers 
now.  The  enclosed  retnrn,  handed  you  by  the 
dnartermaster  of  the  14th,  wiH  supply  my  regi- 
ment, with  what  I  have  already  had  made.  I 
pray  you^  therefore,  if  you  deem  it  not  absolutely 
inadmissible,  to  order  the  iasve  agreeably  to  the 
return. 

Should  you  not  feel  at  liberty  to  order  the  pea- 
coats  to  be  issued,  we  must  be  satisfied  with 
blaakets,  and  do  the  best  we  can  under  existing 
cifcumstailces  j  at  aU  events,  as  many  ^reat  coats 
as  are  necessary  for  guard  doty  may  issue  as  a 
matter  of  course.  I  have  drawn  returns  for  either 
alternative,  which  the  duarlermaster  will  pre- 
sent you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  dbc. 

WM.  H.  WINDER, 
Colonel  liih  Jfhfantty,  U.  8.  A. 

Brig.  Oen.  A.  Smtth,  Commandmg. 


No.  28. 
G<4onel  Winder  to  Brigadier  Geneiml  Smyth. 

Camp,  nsar  Navy  Yabd,  Nov.  20, 1812. 
1ie:  I  am  informed  that  blankets  have  been 
plied  to  the  brigade  for  the  purpose  of  making 
It  coats.  They  are  certainly  necessary,  or 
le  sabstitute.  I  pBesomt  it  would  be  impoesi- 
to  make  them  npi:  no^Wt  before  a  movement 
13th  Coir.  2d  Srai.— 79 


No.  29. 


Brigadier  fSeneral  Sm jllk  to  General  fannVlnW* 

HlAnaUARTEHS,  Cakf  nsar  BuprALO, 

November  21, 1812. 
Sir  :  Will  you  be  pleased  to  ascertain  whether 
there  are  any  companies  of  yof  r  brigade  who  will 
refuse  to  serve  the  United  States  in  Canada. 

I  deem  it  essential  that  we  should  know  on 
whom  we  may  rely  with  confidence. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  dbc. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 


No.  30. 


Brigadier  General  Tannehill  to  General  Smyth. 
Camp,  Qranobr^s  Farm,  Nov.  22, 1812. 
Sir  :  To  enable  me  to  answer  your  note  of  yes- 
terdajT.  I  contened  my  field  officers  in  camp.  The 
prevailing  opinion  appears  .to  be  that,  if  an  effi- 
cient force  can  be  haul  t§  cross  into  Canada,  a 
very  general  embarcation  of  my  brinde  may  be 
expected ;  if  on  the  contrary,  it  is  difficult  for  me 
to  say  what  number  may  be  calculated  on. 
I  am,  wUh  seMtiaaents  of  reepect,  dbc. 

A.  TANNEHILL, 
Brig.  Qen.  Ut  brigade,  Pa.  volwUeere. 
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No.  31. 

tktm  of  ike  Ofieen  and  Private  of  the  Fir§t  Brigade  of  Pen$uyhania  VoUmieen^  under  the 
Brigadier  General  Adameon  TannMU,  who  have  volunteered  to  erou  the  boundary  Um  into  the 
of  upper  CanadOf  to  aaiet  in  establishing  the  American  standard  in  that  Promnee* 


•f 


Regiments. 


Fint  regiment  rifle- 
men, commanded 
bjlient  Colonel 


Seeond  regiment  ri- 
flemen, command- 
ed by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Piper. 


PiiBt  regiment  in- 
6ntiy,  command- 
ed bj  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Snyder. 


Second  regiment 
of  infiintrj,  com- 
manded bj  Lien- 
tenant  Coi.  Pni^ 
tianoe* 


Companies  and  parte 
of  companiee. 


Capt  Bine's 


Capt.  Dean's  - 
CaptAlter's  - 
Capt  McGttire's 
Capt.  Long's  - 
Capt.  Haye  s  - 
Capt  O'Kes's  - 


Capt 
Capt 

Capt 
Capt 
Capt 
Capt 
Capt 


Patterson's 
Thompeon's 
SparlLs's 
Vance's  -  - 
McGoire's  - 
Gibson's  - 
Road's    -    • 


Capt  Regis's  - 
C^it  Cannon's 

Capt  Hunter's 


Capt  Haiper^s  - 
Capt  M'Clintock's 
Capt  Alexander's 


Ca^  Cooper's 

Capt  Lithgow's 
Capt  Turbitt's 
Capt  Withrow's 

Do. 
Ctpt.  Heron's  - 
Capt.  Stenart's 
Capt  Brinker's 
Capt  Jordan's 
Capt  Story's   - 


Officers. 


Captain,     lieuten- 
ant, and  ensign 


Captain .  -  -  . 
Lieut  and  ensign 
Lieutenant  -  -  • 
Captain  -  -  .  < 
Lieutenant  -    - 


Captain 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Captain,     lieuten- 
ant, and  ensign  - 

Do 

Do.     -    -    -    - 


Captain  -    - 


Captain  and  lient 
Rot.  Mr.  Jonee. 


Number 
of 


37 
1 
0 
8 
10 
SS 
1 


79 


46 
89 

15 
26 

7 
1 
1 


188 


6 
16 

8 
8 


86 


89 
36 
S6 

9 
1 

4 
4 
% 
7 
18 


189 


UnoonditionaL 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


1 

8 


Keetwiinlationm 
lieutenant  ookma!, 
majon, 
^  captains^ 
4  lieutenants, 
8  ensigns, 
1  surgeon, 
79  priTaiea, 


tfaoy 

indatfaiDfyi 
dco^  as  their  commmaadn' 
may  think 


JUaiydiulaium. 
7captaLinai 
188  privates, 
1  lieutenniitcalBnel, 


UnconditioiML 
Provided  they  go 

officers. 
Provided  they  nrs 

by  their 
UnoonditionaL 
Do. 
Do. 


141 


UnoonditionaL 

Do. 

Do. 
Under  their  own  offi< 
To  chooee  hie  own  eompai^. 
UncendttionaL 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

ReeapitulaHoiu 
I  lieutenant  coloneL 


8  majors, 
6  captains, 
4  lieutenants, 
8  ensigns, 
1  chaplain, 
189  privates. 


Total 


601 
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No.  32. 
Paymaster  Merchant  to  Brigmdier  General  Smith. 
I  Albany,  November  23, 1812. 

Sir:  Yesterday  I  received  your  letter  of  the 
th  instant,  I  am  not  now,  hot  daily  expect  to 
,  in  possession  of  funds.  I  have  written,  aboat 
iWeek  since,  to  Mr.  Breot,  the  Paymaster  at 
"ashiogton,  for  funds.  Since  the  reception  of 
or  letter,  I  have  written  again,  stating  the  con- 
:ion  of  the  rolnnteers,  and  also  recommending 
at  paymasters  be  appointed  to  those  regiments 
it  are  without  them,  and  that  a  proportionate 
mber  of  assistant  paymasters  be  appointed. 
/"  this  means  the  raiments  and  detachments 
b  be  regularly  paid.  I  do  not  know  which  of 
S  regiments  along  the  frontiers  have  paymas- 
s.  ^o  those  regiments  that  have  not,  they 
11,  withoat  doubt,  be  appointed,  provided  prop- 
persons  are  selected  and  named  to  the  Pay- 
ister  at  Washington,  by  the  Colonels  of  the 
tpective  regiments.  In  a  letter  to  Lieutenant 
msevoort.  Assistant  Paymaster,  I  requested 
n  to  notify  to  the  regimental  paymasters,  to 
nsmit  me  estimates  of  such  sums  as  would 
^wanted  to  pay  off  their  respective  regiments, 
■d  that  he  would  himself  make  an  estimate  of 
Hney  that  would  be  required  to  pay  those  regi* 
^nts  and  detachments  that  are  without  pay- 
isters.  I  trust,  sir,  that  some  speedy  and  em- 
int  provision  will  be  made  for  the  regular  pay- 
int  of  the  troops  along  the  frontiers. 
i'.  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  your  obe- 
■at  servant, 

GBORQB  MERCHANT, 
I  Dietrict  Paymaeter,  U,  S,  Army. 

Srigadier  General  A.  Smyth. 

,  No.  33. 

I    Banks  of  Niaoaba,  8  o'olockat  right, 

November  25^  1812. 
Colonel  Winder  will  pass  over  to  the  Canada 
9re,  with  the  troops  who  are  marched  from 
mp  this  evening,  and  superintend  the  attack  of 
s  enemy's  batteries  and  parties,  distributing  his 
xe  in  the  following  manner : 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Boerstler,  with  the  de- 
shment  of  the  14th  regiment,  will  attack  the 
|ard  at  the  bridge  opposite  the  upper  point  of 
anberry  island.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coles, 
ih  the  companies  of  Captain  Sangster,  Tay- 
*,  Myers,  and  the  companv,  late  Branch's,  will 
le  the  party  at  the  Red  House.  Major  Camp- 
II,  with  the  companies  of  Captains  Buckoer, 
organ,  Stannard,  and  Page,  will  attack  the 
lard  house,  opposite  the  lower  point  of  Squaw 
^nd.  Captain  King,  and  Lieutenant  Angus,  of 
e  navy,  (who  is  so  good  as  to  offer  his  services^ 
d  those  of  the  seamen  under  his  command,)  willj 
ith  the  companies  of  Captains  Wool,  Sprout, 
d  Martin,  attack  the  batteries  opposite  to  Black 
ock.  Captain  Bankhead,  with  the  companies 
Captains  Brooks,  Whartenbv,  Chambers,  and 
Drman,  will  attack  the  enemy's  batteries  oppo- 
m  to  Fort  Qibaon. 


The  parties  will  support  each  other,  as  circum- 
stances may  req^uire,  and  as  Colonel  Winder  may 
order. 

The  enemy's  guns  are  to  be  spiked  and  dis- 
mounted; the  bridge  rendered  impassable,  all 
boats  brought  ofl^  and  as  many  prisoners  as  pos- 
sible taken. 

Colonel  Winder  will  bring  off  his  detachment 
from  the  Canada  shore  bv  daylight  to-morrow. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding. 


No.  34. 
Colonel  Winder  to  Brigadier  General  Smith. 

NOVBMBEH  25, 1812. 

Sib  :  The  indisposition  of  the  officers  to  cross 
Is  such,  and  the  real  difficulties,  for  want  of  a 
little  preparatory  arrangement,  that  i  fear  the 
issue  will  be  disgraceful  and  fatal.  I  would  ven- 
ture to  recommend  a  delay  of  the  expedition. 

Yours,  WM.  H.  WINDER, 

Colonel  Commanding, 


No.  35. 


Major  Campbell,  field  officer  of  the  day,  to  Brigadier 
General  Alexander  Smyth. 

Camp,  nigh  Buffalo,  New  York, 

November  27, 1812. 
Major  Campbell,  field  officer  of  the  day,  re- 
ports to  Brigadier  Qeoeral  Alexander  Smyth, 
commanding  the  United  States'  army  of  the  cen- 
tre, that  be  has  received  no  guard  report  from 
Captain  Mills,  commanding  the  guard. 
Although  it  may  not  1^  strictly  within  the 

Srovince  of  the  officer  of  the  day,  yet  he  hw 
een  so  forcibly  struck  with  the  melancholy  and 
despondinff  state  of  the  troops,  that  he  feels  it  a 
duty  which  he  owes  to  the  fnendship  of  the  com- 
manding General  to  make  to  him  the  following 
statement: 

He  has  received  from  several  Captains  report* 
or  statements  of  the  present  state  of  their  com- 
panies. 
Captain  Stannard  slates  that  when  he  marched  to 

Lewistown,  he  had       -       -       -        -       92 
Since  that  time,  he  has  lost  by  death        •  10 

Desertion 2 

Sick         -       - 30 ' 

—  42 

50 

Leaving  a  company  of  fifty  strong.  He  fur- 
ther states,  that  many  who  are  not  reported  sick, 
are  unfit^or  duty,  and  that  he  is  sure  he  will  not 
be  able  to  bring  into  the  field  more  than  thirty 
men.    . 

Captain  Taylor  reports  that  he  had  ninety-five 
men.    They  were  the  best  looking  men  in  the 
regiment,  except  Morgan's         -        -  95  men. 
He  has  sick   -        -       •        .        .     47 
Deserted        -        •       ...       2 
Absent  without  leave    -       -       -       1 
Unfit  for  service    -       -       .       .      2 
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Dead     - 
Waiters  sick 


3 
4 
—  59 


36  men. 


Five  of  whom  are  are  waiters,  aod  two  of  the 
five  are  sick,  leaving  thirty-four  men. 

Lieatenant  Payton  states  that  when  they  ar- 
rived at  the  present  encampment,  Captain  Branch 
had  eighty-seven  able  bodied  effective  men ; 
DOW  they  have  only  thirty-eieht,  and  six  waiters, 
making  forty-four.  Forty-three,  therefore,  are 
either  sick  or  dead. 

Captain  Morgan  arrived  here  with  ninety-nine 
healthy,  strong  men,  well  calculated  for  fatigue. 

Since  which  have  died       -       -       -       -    4 

Sick 28 

Leaving  sixty-seven  for  duty.  But  such  is  the 
situation  of  those  teported  for  dutv,  that  he  does 
not  calculate  on  marching  more  tnan  fiftv  men. 

Captain  Sansster's  company  is  the  most  healthy. 
He  will  probablv  march  seventy  or  eighty  men. 
Captain  Pa^  about  thirtv.  Our  regiment  will, 
then,  when  in  the  field,  be  about  two  hundred 
and  sixty-four  strong.  From  the  information  of 
the  Surgeon,  I  am  well  persuaded  none  of  those 
reported  sick  will  be  able  to  march. 

The  Surgeon  has  now  in  the  hospital  tents  at 
camp,  about  forty  men,  most  of  whom  he  is  ap- 
prehensive will  not  survive.  The  balance  of  4he 
sick  he  is  obliged  to  permit  to  remain  in  their 
tents,  having  no  room  tor  them.  Some  have  the 
measles,  others  a  fever,  which  is  becoming  every 
day  more  alarming. 

The  field  officer  of  the  day  has  also  taken  a 
view  of  the  hospital  tent  of  the  13ih  raiment. 
Five  men  were  lying  there  dead.  He  was  told 
they  had  been  dead  for  twenty-four  hours,  and 
were  not  buried  for  want  of  coffins.  The  sides 
of  the  tent  had  been  forced  open  by  the  wind,  and 
the  sick  men  were  exposed  to  the  weather.  He 
made  inquiries  as  to  the  state  of  the  companies, 
and  found  them  more  distressing  than  those  of 
the  12th  regiment. 

The  field  officer  of  the  day  begs  leave  to  assure 
th^  Qeneral  that  he  has  no  view  of  paralysing 
the  operations  of  the  army,  by  making  this  report 
at  this  important  period.  He  will  only  say,  tnat, 
OH  this  and  every  other  occasion  he  will  perform 
hit  duty. 

DAVID  CAMPBELL, 

Major  I2th  htfatUry,  fc. 

No.  36. 

HEAnauARTBRs,  Camp  nbah  Buffalo, 

November  27, 1812. 

The  men  for  service  in  this  oamp,  and  those  in 
the  vicinity,  will  cook  to-day  two  days'  provision, 
and  have  it  in  their  haversacks  at  retreat. 

At  reveillee  to-morrow,  every  soldier  will  put 
on  his  knapsack,  shoulder  his  musket,  and,  pre- 


pared for  battle,  with  flints  aod  cartrMi9s,fiii 
march  to  the  navy  yard,  on  his  wtj  to  Gait 
The  boats  will  be  ready  for  the  embiretiiiL 
The  tents  and  sick  will  be  left  UDdertbecK 
of  guards  of  invalids,  until  a  coareiiient  uac 

Friends  of  your  country !  Te  who  htn  'ik 
will  to  do,  the  heart  to  dare,"  the  mmmf 
have  wished  for  has  arrived.  Think  on  jm 
country's  honors  torn ;  her  rights  uanplid  n; 
her  sons  enslaved;  her  infants  periihieg  bjik 
hatchet.  Be  strong!  Be  brave!  Asdleilk 
ruffian  power  of  the  British  Kioceewoiii 
eontinent.  ALEX.  SMYTH, 

Brigadkr  Crenerai,  comm^. 


No.  37. 


Brigadier  Genersl  Smyth  to  Coloael  Wait. 

NovaHaBiS7,iJa 

Sir  :  Captain  King  will  commooieiutkiirin 
for  to-morrow.  Lieutenant  Colooel  fiowilB, 
with  the  men .  fit  for  service  of  jonr  opac^ 
will  attack  the  guard  at  the  bridge,  tikeit,deMi- 
ish  the  bridge,  bring  off  or  disaoont  uj  li{k 
artillery  found,  kill  the  horses,  ttke  tbe  ^ 
and  return  to  our  shore. 

The  Lieutenant  Colonel,  with  lii«P>><y)^ 
done  what  is  directed  at  the  bridge,  fflajpiwiei 
up  the  coast,  his  boats  ascending  ^^  rinr,  tow 
Red  House  to  support  Captain  Kiv  u^  ^ 
tenant  Angus,  or  act  according  to  eiKoa«H>ML 

It  is  not  intended  to  keep  pussessios.  Tw« 
not  to  be  attempted.  .    .. 

You  will  remain  on  the  banlMipwdirec. 

tions.  ...   ,, 

Let  the  wounded  be  hU  from  the  P^^we^T^ 

to-morrow.  .  ..^ 

Let  a  bright  look-out  be  fcepc  io^iij,MdiUW 

no  one  to  pass  the  bridge  of  CoDajoqMiT,tw«« 

Tonawanta,  except  an  officer  o^^^^^^'. 

Very  resptctfufly,  your  m«J  •^^fSS"^ 
ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  ekmralcmnai^ 

Copy  of  an  order  from  Brigsdier  GeneitlAli^ 
Smyth  to  Captain  King  and  Liententfit  fa^ 

HBA0aUARTfiRa,^»27,18^ 

The  detachment  under  Ca^taia  Kingu^  UJ^ 
tenant  Angus  will  go  against  tbe  eie^P  "^ 
ries  to-night,  and  render  them  m^e»'     ^. 

It  is  not  intended  they  should  ^9V^ 
but  they  will  return  immediatelr,  bnoTV^ 
some  prisoners,  and  taking  or  destroTi^^ 
light  artUlery,  and  kUling  the  iw«f«^»5S 

It  is  desirable  the  movement  of  the 4ftttf^ 
and  that  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  tf^-J 
should  be  so  timed  that  they  m^^^^Jfi 
same  instant.  ALBi.  S^*  !!L. 

Brigadier  General  cm^o^ 


No.  38.  . 

Capt.  Wm.  King  to  Brigadier  Genenl  Altf  •  *^ 

Fort  Gbobg*,  i^^  *  l^^ 
Dear  Gbiceral  :  At  the  very  monew  »«• 
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Maimer  in  iMch  tke  War  hxu  been  conducted. 


oats  (pi'obably  eoming  to  my  relieO  mftde  their 
ppearuice  yesterday  tnoroing,  Major  Ormsby, 
t  the  head  of  the  British  army,  arrired,  and 
lalted  in  frbdt  of  the  house  into  which  I  had 
hrown  myself,  with  an  intention  to  defend  it 
f^inst  any  force  not  greatly  superior;  but,  against 
he  troops  under  his  command,  it  would  have  been 
oily  to  resist,  and  I  surrendered  myself  and  thirty 
sen  {tfiaoners. 

To  CApuins  MoKgan  and  Sprool,  and  Lieu- 
apant  Housiton,  (the  only  three  officers  who  re* 
aained  with  me,)  1  refer  you  for  an  account  of 
dy  conduct  in  the  attempt  on  the  batteries^  as 
Iso  of  the  partial  success  of  the  enterprise,  which, 
rhea  you  receive,  and  take  into  consideration 
bat  the  boats  bad  carried  off  the  implements  for 
piking  the  cannon  and  destroying  the  gun  car- 
tages, I  flatter  myself  you  will  be  continced  I 
id  my  duty  as  fkr  as  circumstances  rendered  it 

May  I  flatter  myself  vou  will  exchange  tile 
irisoners  of  the  forty-iiinth  I  sent  over,  attd.  which 
zceeds  in  number  those  taken  with  me,  for  the 
aea  now  here,  the  names  of  which  I  enclose  you. 
for  myself,  I  am  less  interested ;  but  could  i  be 
xchanged  for  the  surgeon  I  sent  over,  it  would 
m  highly  gratifying. 

By  releasing  my  prisoners,  1  could  have  made 
ay  escape  with  all  my  men ;  but  I  deemed  the 
neasure  1  pursued  more  honorable,  and,  therefore, 
idopted  it,  and  flatter  myself  it  meets  your  ap- 
wobation. 

I  received  a  shot  in  the  foot  at  the  Red  House, 
rhe  wound  itself  is  trifling,  but  having  been 
»bliged  to  march  the  greater  part  of  the  way 
irom  where  I  was  taken  to  Chippewa,  it  caused 
considerable  swelling,  and  to-day  is  painful.  I 
eceived  a  scratch  on  the  cheek,  but  fear  it  is  not 
iveo  deep  enough  to  leave  a  scar. 

A  trip  to  Quebec,  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
mder  anv  circunutances,  would  be  extremely 
liaagreeaole,  but  particularly  as  a  prisoner  of  war; 
herefore,  if  possible,  negotiate  my  exchange; 
mi  whatever  you  may  do,  my  dear  sir,  let  the 
nen  uken  with  me  be  released. 

Should  any  letters  come  for  me,  under  cover  to 
'ou,  please  keep  them  until  you  know  what  is  to 
le  my  fate. 

I  am  treated  with  a  degree  of  politeness  that 
ntitles  the  officers  of  this  garrison  to  my  warm- 
at  gratitude. 

WitA  high  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
aost  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  KINO, 

Ctifrfain  5f A  Infantry. 

General  8iiytb, 

Ommandvng  the  Army  of  the  Ckntre. 


No.  39. 


.  Will  Colonel  Parker  be  so  obliging  as  to  state 
M  number  oi  the  force  shown  by  the  enemy  on 
latorday  ? 

*  It  is  impossible  for  Colonel  Parker  to  state  the 
ktee  of  tne  enemy  oppoaite  the  troops  on  Satui* 


day ;  but  he  supposes  there  were  not  less  than  five 
or  six  hundred. 


No.  40. 

Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smyth  to  the  Command- 
ing Officer  at  Fort  fine. 

NovfiMBEK  28, 1812. 

Sib:  You  have  seen  a  part  of  the  hourly  in* 
creasing  force  under  my  command.  I  propose  to 
you  the  surrender  of  Fort  Brie,  to  spare  the  eflln- 
sion  of  blood. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  assure  you  that  the 
devastations  you  have  witnessed  have  been  codi- 
mitted  by  some  sailorS)  not  under  my  authority^ 
and  much  against  my  will. 

Very  respectfully,  your  oiost  obedient, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General. 

P.  S.  I  request  that  Captain  King  may  be 
sent  over  on  his  parole,  according  to  treaty. 

The  Commanding  Ofpiceb  at  F\ni  Erie. 


No.  41. 


Brigadier  General  Tannehill  to  Brigadier  General 

Smyth. 

Buffalo,  November  30, 1812. 

Sib:  I  am  just  informed  by  Major  Mowry 
that  you  were  told  that  I  did  not  communicate 

Jour  orders  of  yesterday  to  my  brigade.  Imme- 
iately  after  receiving  them  I  haa  directed  my 
Brigade  Major  to  take  them  to  camp^  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  brigade,  but,  in  a  few  minutea 
after  I  gave  this  order,  several  of  the  field  officen 
who  had  been  ordered  to  command  the  men  who 
had  volunteered  to  cross  into  Canada,  came  into 
my  quarters,  who  each,  individually,  read  the 
orders.  I  ordered  one  of  the  field  officers  to  the 
navy  yard,  to  carry  that  part  of  your  orders  re- 
specting the  boats,  into  effect.  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  Major  Douglass  for  a  more  minute 
detail.  a  ' 

I  am.  with  due'respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  TANNEHILL, 
Brigadier  GeneraL 
Brig.  Qen.  Smytb. 


No.  42. 


HSADaUABTBBfl,  BlACK  RoOK, 

November  30, 1812. 

The  Deputy  Quartermaster  will  have  four  daja' 
provisions  for  2,500  men  at  the  navy  ]^ard,  tnia 
evening,  by  four  o'clock.  The  liquor  is  not  to 
be  omitted. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General  commanding* 

MoNOAY,  Nov.  30,  lOj^A.  M. 
The  contractor  shall  be  called  on.    Transpor* 
Ution  is  in  readiness.    No  delay. 

JAMES  THOMAS, 
Deputy  QjiwrUrmatkr. 
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No.  43. 

HEADaUARTERS,  BlACK  RoGK, 

November  30, 1812. 

The  camp  at  the  plains  near  Mr.  Granger's 
will  be  broken.  The  sick  and  the  camp  equipage 
will  be  removed  to  Buffalo. 

The  Deputy  Quartermaster  is  eharj^ed  with 
the  execution  of  this  order,  and  to  provide  quar- 
ters for  the  sick,  whatever  may  be  tne  expense. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH. 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 


No.  44. 

Colonel  Schuyler  to  General  Smyth. 

Camp  near' Buffalo,  Dec,  1, 1812. 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  your  desire,  commu- 
nicated to  me  by  the  Brigade  Major,  Ihave  the 
honor  to  state  that  I  was  not  able  yesterday  morn- 
ing to  parade  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  exclusiye  of  twenty-one  men  detailed  the 


preceding  night  for  guard.  The  number  miehai 
to  the  river  was  two  hundred  and  seTent]f<«t 

lam,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obediestKnut, 

P.  P.  SCHUTLKR. 

Oen.  Smyth.  Coiond  ISth  hf^ 


No.  45. 


Camp  near  Bcffalo,  Dec  2, 1812. 

There  were  marched  from  this  eaetopBati 
on  the  morning  of  the  30th  November,  181S.  to 
the  river  Niagara,  the  following  force,  faelongiv 
to  Che  consolidated  12th  and  20th  of  United  Saw 
infantry,  viz : 

1  Colonel,  1  Lieutenant  Colonel,  1  Mijor,  1 
AdjuUnt,  1  Surgeon,  4  Captains,  3  Fint  Lm- 
tenanu,  6  Second  Lieutenants^  BBsigoi,]Jfa' 
geants,  21  Corporals,  and  181  Prirttes. 
THOMAS  PARKER, 

Cohnel  \2th  U.  S.  b^. 

ROBIRT  Q.  HlTB, 

Adfutant  I2ih  and  20ih  hfmdrf. 


•  # 


Manntr  in  vhich  the  War  htu  been  amdueted. 
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No.  46. 
Return  of  TVoop*  <tf  Fbmleenlk  Regiment,  embarkeii  on  S(K&  November,  1813. 
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No.  49. 

A  jReium  of  Men  under  the  e(mi,mand  ofLietuenant  ChUmd  McClure^  who  were  embarked  on  Ihtes* 

iay^  December  1. 1812. 

Captain  Allisoo. — Que  lieutenant,  thirty-nine  non-commissioned  offieera  and  privates.    To- 
tal, 40. 

Captain  Moore.— One  caj^tadn,  one  first  lieutenant,  one  second  lieulenant,  one  ensign,  ninety-three 
non-commissioned  officers  a&d  privates,    total,  97. 

Captain  Mahar.— One  captain,  one  first  lientenant,  one  second  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  forty  non- 
commissioned officers  and  pnrates.    Total,  44. 

Captain  Richardson.-^ Absent,  and  all  his  men. 

Captain  Tate. — One  captain,  ome  lieutenant,  six  non-commissioned  offi^ors  and  privates.    To- 
tal, 8.  , 

Captain  Walker.— One  lieutenant  and  two  privates.    Total  3. 

Captain  Powers. — ^Not  embarked ;  he,  in  a  short  time  after,  retomed  for  the  purpose  of  em- 
barking. 

Captain  Dillan.— Not  embarked. 

Captain  Collins. — One  captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  forty-seven  non-eommissidned  offi- 
cers and  privates.    Total  50. 

Captain  Philips^— One  captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  ehsign,  thirty-seven  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates.    Total,  40. 

Captain  Marshall.— One  eaptain,  one  lieutenant,  twelve  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates. 
Total,  14. 

Total,    20  commissioned  officers, 

276  ttott^fcommissioned  cneers  and  privates. 

There  are  now  a  great  number  of  men  sick  and  unfit  for  duty. 

FRANCIS  McCLURB, 
Utnaeimaia  CMmei  CMM  Btat^  Vokmteen. 
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MtnmBr  m  ^Mek.ths  War  has  ten  cmubtcUd. 


No.  51. 
Idevtanuit  GoIoimI  McFeelj  to  Oen«nl  Bmjth. 

Fort  Niagara,  Dec,  1, 1812. 

Sir  :   I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  by  Ensign 

ilveison  of  my  regiment,  (who  takes  charge  of 

:  deserters,  arri?ed  here  this  morning  from  the 

mada  side,  near  the  Thirty  Mile  creek,)  of  the 

uation  of  the  force  here. 

By  the  different  reports  of  this  morning,  com- 

red  with  those  of  several  mornings  back,  I  find 

at  there  has  crept  into  this  garrison  a  dreadful 

Dtagion,  which,  on  an  average,  carries  off  be- 

'een  three  and  fire  each  day. 

I  have,  dbc.  GEO.  McFEELT, 

lAeut.  Col.  22d  Infantry. 


No.  58. 


Colonel  Winder  to  (j«neral  Smyth. 

Camp  CAiiAjoanATT  Crsbk, 

December  2, 1812. 

Sia:  I  have  uaderstood  that  the  12lh  and  20lh 
giments  have  obtained  permission  to  retire  to 
le  interior,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  their 
larters  for  the  Winter.  If  a  permission  of  that 
Ind  can  be  granted  to  any  of  the  corps,  I  pray 
»a  to  extend  that  indal^eooe  to  the  14th.  They 
aye  encountered  a  series  of  fatigue  and  hard- 
lip,  80  greatly  beyond  that  of  any  other  corps, 
lat  thev  not  only  have  a  claim  to  be  relieved, 
at  the  last  eight  or  ten  days  have  so  shattered 
le  regiment,  both  oflELcers  and  men,  that  repose 
nd  comfort  are  absolutely  necessary  to  them. 
With  respect  to  myself,  if  you  should  deem 
ly  services  of  importance,  anywhere,  I.  shall 
aoat  cheerfully  yield  them ;  but  I  beseech  you  to 
«rmit  the  balance  of  the  regiment  to  retire  to  the 
Qterior,  where  vegetables  and  other  food  suited 
0  recruit  them  can  be  procured. 

I  was  extremely  anxious  to  visit  home  this 
Winter,  to  have  completed  the  adjustment  of  my 
private  affairs,  upon  which,  in  the  event  of  my 
leath,  a  family  will  depend  for  a  very  slender 
littanee.  But  if  objects  of  public  serrice  can  be 
Qore  effectually  accomplished  by  my  remaining 
lere,  in  your  judgment,  I  shall  with  the  utmost 
theerfulneas  devote  myself  to  the  accomplishment 
if  your  wishes. 

What  order  will  be  taken  with  the  23d  1  I  have 
mly  uaderstood  that  they  were  connected  with 
ny  command  in  the  field. 

I  called  at  Qeneral  TannehilPs  qoarters  after  I 
aw  you,  but  he  was  sick  in  bed,  and  no  meeting 
lad  or  was  to  take  place  so  far  as  I  could  hear. 

I  am,  ^.  WM.  H.  WINDER, 

CkAond  14(^  infanUr^, 

Brig.  Qen.  Alrz'r  Smyth, 

Qmmandmg  Caiirt  Arimf- 

No.  53. 

Brigadier  Oeneral  Tannehill  to  Brigadier  General 

dmyth. 

AtMb.  Watsoh's,  BarPALOi  Dec  7, 1813L 
.  Sib:  I  fetl  hap|>ir  toiafofm  yoa  tluit  mf  htalih 


is  greatly  restored,  although  not  sufllcientiy  so  as 
to  venture  n^och  out  of  my  quarters.  Major 
Douglass  waits  on  you  with  an  inspection  return 
of  my  kUe  brigade ;  respectaUe  a  few  days  since, 
but  now  reduced  by  some  unaccountable  fatality 
to  less  than  a  single  regiment.  You  will  discover, 
from  the  return,  that  the  oflELcers,  as  well  as  the 
privates,  are  infected  with  the  same  dishonorable 
contagion-«-desertion.  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  ex- 
press my  feelings  on  the  present  state  of  our  lit* 
tie  army. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  can,  or  ought  to 
be  done  with  the  brigade  staff,  field  and  regi- 
mental staff,  and  company  oflBicers,  who  have  be- 
come supernumerary.  I  await  your  special  orders 
how  I  am  to  act  on  the  occasion  generally.  The 
expenses  have  been  too  great  already,  without 
any  public  benefits  arising,  and  to  hold  them 
longer  would  only  be  an  accumulation  of  the 
same  evil.    I  am,  with  due  respect,  dbe. 

A.  TANNEHILL,  Bri^.  Gen. 


No.  54. 


HxAoa'as,  Cantonm't  Williamsvillb, 

December  8,  1812. 

By  a  return  of  the  brigade  of  Qeneral  Tanne- 
hill,ofPenn8ylvaniavolunteers,itappear8thatfive 
captains,  four  lieutenants,  eleven  ensigns,  eighty- 
three  sergeants,  eighty-nine  corporals^  twenty-five 
musicians,  and  nine  hundred  and  thirty  privates, 
had  revolted  and  deserted,  leaving  for  duty  only 
two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  privates. 

In  consequence  thereof,  General  Tannehill  will 
be  pleased  to  organize  the  remaining  non-com- 
missioned officers,  muMcians,  and  privates,  into  a 
battalion,  under  the  command  of  Major  Harriett. 

A  furlough  for  the  residue  of  the  time  for  which 
he  has  been  called  into  service  is  granted  to  Brig- 
adier Gfeneral  Tannehill  and  his  brigade  stafil 

A  furlouffh  for  the  residue  of  this  month  is 

granted  to  the  field  officers  of  General  Tannehjll's 
rigade,  except  Major  Harriett;  from  the  expira- 
tion of  which  furlough  they  shall  be  considered 
as  discharged  the  service  of^the  United  States. 

HAROLD  SMYTH, 
Lieut.  2d  artUUry  and  A.  D.  C. 


No.  55. 

Probable  situation  of  troops  during  the  Winter,  1813, 

on  the  Niagara  frontier,  liable  to  vary  by  disehargts, 
arrivals,  and  movements. 

Buffalo,  about  -      .-  -       -       600 

Black  Rock,  about  -       -  -       -       400 

WilliamsviUe,  about       -  -       -     1,300 

Fort  Niagara,  about        -  -        -       300 
Port  Grey,  unknown.  — 

Total  .       -     2,600 


No.  56. 

Biigadier  Oeneral  Alexander  Smyth  to  the  Seoretaiy 

of  War. 

.    WrrHB  CouKT-HousE,  Afr.  3, 1813. 
Sib:  I  received  from  Qeneral  Dearborn  tere 
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Manner  in  wkidk  ike  War  hoM  been  conducted. 


of  abseoee  from  the  army  for  seTcnty-fire  dmys) 
and  an  order  to  report  myself  at  the  ezpiratioo  of 
that  time  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  left  the 
army  on  the  17th  December,  aod  the  term  will 
expire  on  the  Ist  of  March.  I  have  thoof  ht  proper 
to  inform  yoo,  that  an  order  directed  to  this  place 
will  find  me,  and  will  be  obeyed  at  any  time. 

Although  I  hare  devoted  myself  to  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  all  my  official  acts  have 
proceeded  from  an  ardent  wish  to  serve  them 
faithfully,  yet,  not  having  hitherto  succeeded,  I 
would  prefer  not  to  appear  at  Washington  until 
I  can  deserve  the  applaose  of  my  superiors. 

I  earnest Iv  request  that  I  may  have  the  sMme 
command,  auring  the  ensuing  campaign,  I  had 
last  Autumn. 

If  you  deem  necessary  an  inquiry  into  the 
oharses  made  against  me,  of  misconduct  on  the 
38tb  November  and  1st  December  last,  I  pray  that 
it  may  be  made,  and  the  facts  reported. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 

Brigadier  General. 

Hon.  Qen.  Arhstrono. 


No.  57. 


Brigadier  General  Alexander  dmyth  to  the  Secretaiy 

of  War. 

Wytbb,  May  11, 1813. 

SiB :  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  considered  as  trou- 
blesome, in  rejiaeatiog  that  you  will  cause  an 
answer  to  be  given  to  the  inquiry,  whether  I  am 
now  considered  as  an  officer  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  or  not? 

There  may,  I  conceive,  be  several  construc- 
tions of  the  law  of  the  last  session,  relative  to  the 
Qeneiral  staff  of  the  anny,  as  it  may  affect  myself. 
1.  That  I  continue  a  Brigadier  General  of  the 
line.  2«  That  I  am  an  Insp^tor  Gkaeral,  with 
reduced  rank.  3.  That  mv  appointment  was  a 
mere  staff  appointment,  the  rank  onlj  brevet 
rank,  and.  eouBcquently,  my  commission  as  a 
Colonel  of^the  army  unaffected.  4.  That  my  ap- 
pointm^bt,  although  a  Oiere  staff  appointment, 
vacated  ny  commission  as  a  Colonel  in  the  line, 
and  that,  by  the  late  act,  I  have  been  legislated 
out  of  office. 

Rank  in  the  army.  I  eOnceiVe,  is  either — 1.  Rank 
in  the  lint;  2.  Brevet  rank,  or  rank  in  the  staff. 
All  rank  that  eobfets  Command  ik  rank  in  the  line. 
A  promotion  in  the  staff  does  bot  take  away  rank 
in  the  line.  A  promotion  that  takei  away  rank 
in  the  line  must  confer  rank  in  the  line.  An  offi- 
cer commissioned  with  the  rank  of  a  Brigadier 
Qeneral,  is  an  officer  in  the  lin e.  (General  QreeOe, 
QrUiirt'ermaster  (General,  commanded  as  an  officer 
of  the  line.  Qeneral  Stduben,  Inspector  General, 
did  also.  General  Hamilton,  Inspector  General, 
commanded  the  whol6  irmy. 

The  late  act  relative  f o  m  army  staff  eznressly 
voridea  that  the  Q^airterBaster  General  alum 
nave  only  brevet  rankb  It  has  the  expression. 
"  as  heietofore ;"  bat  cfais  oaa  havo  no  retroapeet- 
ive  operaiioo.    It  oaBBOi  make  tiie  rank  heM  by 


General  Hamilton  mere  brevet  rank.  I  liive 
commanded,  and  been  fully  reeogniaed  bf  «f  ai- 
periors  as  an  officer  in  the  line.     (See  sixty^ee- 
ond  article  Rules  and  Articles  of  War.) 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH. 
Hon.  J.  Abmstrong,  Sec^ry  of  War. 


No.  58. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Robert  Bnuth,  pcfnter,  tf 
*Pittsburg,  to  General  Smyth,  dated 

April  3, 1811 
^  There  is  a  number  of  cases  combined  agiiss 
you,  I  am  satisfied,  that  prevented  yoa  from  let- 
log.  1st.  The  season  was  gone  to,  in  the  Wis- 
ter.  Had  you  have  gone  over  you  most  hare 
been  defeated.  They  had  collecte<l  all  dteirforee 
at  this  point;  was  suoacer  thaa  yo«  eoiMfcare 
calculated.  You  have  done  better  by  acting  tke 
part — saving  the  troops  for  the  Summer  eua- 
paign.  One  thin^,  they  and  the  o&en  vill  be 
oetter  trained ;  will  act  beaer  with  taw  irw^ 
who  come  forward  the  present  Sammer." 


No.  59. 


Cettifitata  of  Lteutenant  Mm  G.  Csmpi 

I  do  certify  thai,  for  several  days  togetker,! 
was  unable  to  procure  either  flour  or  wbisKf 
from  the  contractor,  and  from  the  25th  Oetoba 
till  15th  December,  l  was  unable  to  ^aiesalt 
meat  more  than  once  or  twice,  norwitiuia&diai; 
a  general  order  requiring  salt  prorisioiis  three 
days  in  a  week.  Soap,  the  contractor  bu  been 
very  deficient  In,  so  much  that  there  has  been  u|^ 
wards  of  three  hundred  pounds  dae  to  the  12a 
and  20th  infantry  at  a  time,  not  being  able  to  Rt 
it.  The  kidnev  and  suet  has  almost  inTaiiulT 
been  taken  out  before  the  beef  was  issued,  m^  ii 
no  one  instance  have  I  been  able  to  procure tflfra- 
egar  in  kind.  In  a  word,  the  contractor  hssBerer 
issued  a  complete  ration  to  the  12th  or  20th  fe|i- 
ment  since  tne  25th  December;  from  which nme 
I  have  been  acting  a  Quartermaster. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Williamsville,  tb& 
1st  February,  1813. 

JOHN  a.  CAMP, 

Firet  IdeutemaU^  f& 


No.  60. 

Copies^  earinaia^  and  mambiaiiduma^  retoti«e  t»  ft* 
-  pwonaae  of  provMoua. 

October  24tA>i-^Redmred  of  the  eontraciortl^ 
posite  of  t#o  months'  proviaiona  (beddes  dw 
curt^iit  iasues)  for  thte^  thousand  mea,  it  ^ 
within  a  mile  of  the  ^UMttMiiMit  «t  Mr.  QHto- 
ffeHs;  and  of  tmi  noMbs'  proviamia  for  fin 
hundred  men  (besides  tbo  current  isanes)  at  Foct 
Niagara.  To  be  done  without  tlie  doay  oTi 
moment. 

CoL  Winder  to  Gen.  Sai^  7th  Nofember,  UH 

*<Wo  aire  Kleiiilf  ati^viitK  oft  tfatseadoftkt 
line  for  brtftdi  audi  vftlcaa  tka  aftj^  is  am 
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bidant,  the  contractors  wili  be  aoswerable  for 
fcseqoences  more  fatal  to  tkeir  country  tt^ao 
asi 


)} 


son. 

November  Bth* — Notified  General  P.  B.  Porter 
the  aboTC}  and  ordered  the  Deputy  Qaarter- 
Kter  to  purchase  two  months'  pro?isions  for 
lirt  Niasara,  in  ten  days,  for  five  hundred  men. 
Kavenwer  22d. — The  requisition  of  October 
ii  not  being  complied  with,  ordered  the  Dep- 
r  daartermaster  to  purchase  flour  for  five 
^asand  troops,  for  two  months,  and  deposite  it 
or  near  Bafialo. 

JQT  Armifltead  to  General  Smytliy  dated  S3d  No- 

TSfflber,  18  IS. 

^  But  my  greatest  ooocern  is  the  want  of  pro- 
ions,  which,  if  not  supplied,  we  will  inevita- 
'  have  to  evacuate  the  post."    (Meaning  Fort 

VbvemberZith, — Required  rations  for  two  thou- 
id  five  hundred  men,  for  four  days,  at  the  navy 
rd. 

plain  Thomas,  Depa^  Qvartermaster,  to  G«neral 
Smythydated  Nov,  30, 1812,  10  o'clock,  P.  M. 

'Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
s  morning,  for  the  furnishing  of  provisions  at 
{  navy  vard  this  evening,  I  called  on  the  con- 
ctor.  who  furnished  me  the  pork  and  whiskey 
[Utred ;  thirty-five  barrels  or  flour  were  all  I 
lid   obtain,  which  is  deposited  at  the  navy 

tf.  B.— -Cluantity  required:  ten  barrels  whis- 
r;  thirty-eight  ditto  pork;  sixty  ditto  flour. 

Bneral  Tannehill  to  General  Smyth,  Dec.  1,  1812. 

'  There  is  a  complaint  by  the  regimental  quar- 
aasters  that  there  is  no  flour  to  be  drawn.'' 


No.  61  a. 
I^adier  General  Smyth  to  General  Peter  B.  Porter* 

HEADaUARTERS  ArMT  OF  TBB  CbNTRB, 

Near,  Buffalo,  October  24,  1812. 
liR.:  Haying  the  com,mkiid  of  the  army  of  the 
Lted  States  on  this  fro«] tier,  it  becomes  my 
y  to  require  of  you  a  deposite  of  provision  for 
»e  thousand  men  for  two  months,  (beside  the 
rent  issues,)  to  be  made  within  a  mile  of  my 
lent  encampment;  and  a  deposite  of  provis- 
I  for  five  hundred  men,  for  two  months,  (be- 
\  tha  curfciat  issues,)  to  be  made  at  Fort  Mi- 
ra. 

'his  is  required  to  be  done  without  the  delay 
i  moment. 

am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 
ALEXANDSR  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding^ 
*he  Contractor,  dtc. 

.  true  eopy.  JAB.  BANKHEAD, 

Captain  and  Brigade  Major. 


No.  61  b, 
mel  W.  H.  Winder  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 

Fort  Niagara,  Nov,  7, 1812. 
iji:  I  wfote  you  yesterday  at  considerable 


length  by  auartermastef  Ailison.  Major  Arm- 
istead  deems  it*  necessary  to  go  to  Bkik  Koak, 
to  present  to  you  his  ideas  of  this  place  in  a  mili- 
tary point  of  view. 

The  lilajor  apprehends  that  there  is  risk  of  en- 
terprise against  this  place  from  the  other  side, 
ana  that  there  is  danger  of  its  succeeding,  if  at* 
tempted  where  the  infantry  are  withdrawn ;  my 
opinion,  you  will  recollect,  has  been,  that  the  en* 
emy  would  not  attempt  anytning  against  this  end 
of  the  line ;  I  am  still  of  the  same  opinion.  How 
far  he  might  succeed,  if  he  attempted  it,  would 
depend  upon  the  force  he  employed,  and  the 
courage  and  firmness  of  the  resistance  here.  My 
practical  knowledge  of  the  defence  of  fortified 
places  does  not  enable  me  to  form  an  opinion 
upon  the  subject  which  would  be  entitled  to 
much  weight.  Major  Armistead  is  informed  of 
my  views  of  this  place  as  detailed  in  my  letter 
of  the  I7th  October ;  bu^t  bis  views  are  derived 
more  probably  from  his  professional  knowledge 
and  skill  tban  from  general  considerations. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  a  successful  effort  on 
any  part  of  the  line  will  be  a  protection  to  this 
place  equal  to  that  of  any  force  which  might  be 
thrown  in  here ;  because  I  believe  the  enemy,  so 
far  from  thinking  of  attacking  us.  is  exerting 
every  nerve  to  evade  a  blow  whicn  they  dread 
from  us. 

Three  vessels  are  just  arriving,  one  was  here 
before;  it  is  not  yet  perceived  that  they  bring 
any  force. 

We  are  literally  starving  on  this  end  of  the 
line  for  bread;  and,  unless  the  supply  is  more 
abundant,  the  contractors  will  be  answerable  for 
consequences  more  fatal  to  their  country  than 
treason. 

I  am,  with  very  greal  respect,  sir.  your  obedi- 
dient  servant, 

W.  H.  WINDER, 

Colonel  Commanding, 

Brigadier  General  Smtth, 

Commanding  Centre  Army, 


No.  61  c. 


Brigadier  (General  Alexander  Smyth  to  Capt.  Thomas, 
Deputy  Quartermaster. 

HKADaUARTBRS,  CaMP  NRAR  BurFAI^O, 

November  8, 1812. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed,  on  the  day  on  which 
you  receive  this  order,  to  purchase  provisions  for 
Fort  Nkgarm;  into  which,  within  teu  days,  yon 
will  deliver  rations  for  five  hundred  men  lor  two 
months. 

Be  pleased  to  consider  t)&is  order  as  one  of  the 
most  peremptory  kind.  Fort  Niagara,  if  invested 
a  week,  must  surrender  from  hunger. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

ALfifZANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding, 

Captain  Thomas,  Deputy  Quartermatter, 


A  true  copy* 


JAS.  BANKHEAD. 
Captain  and  Brigade  Mc^or. 
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Trial  of  General  Htdl. 


No.  61  d. 

Brigadier  General  Smyth  to  General  Peter  B.  Porter* 

Camp  near  Buffalo,  Nov.  8, 1812. 

Sib:  I  have  just  received,  from  tbe  commaDd- 
iQg  officer  of  Fort  Niasara,  a  letter,  in  which  he 
says:  "We  are  literally  starring  oa  this  end  of 
the  line  for  hread;  and,  unless  the  supply  is  more 
abundant,  the  contractors  will  be  answerable  for 
consequences  more*^fatal  to  their  country  than 
treason." 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  Oeneral  Commanding, 
General  P.  B.  Porter. 
A  true  copy.  JAS.  BANKHEAD, 

Captain  and  Brigade  Major. 


No.  61  e. 

Brigadier  General  Smyth  to  Captain  Thomas,  Deputy 

Quartermaster. 

HfiADaUARTERS,  CaMP  NEAR  BdFFALO, 

November  22, 1812. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  purchase  immedi- 
ately, and  deposite  at  or*  near  Buffalo,  flour  for 
five  thousand  troops  for  two  months,  besides  the 
current  issuer. 
Respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding, 

P.  S. — You  are  not  to  hesitate  about  price. 

Capt.  Thomas,  Deputy  Q  M. 

A  true  copy.         HAROLD  SMYTH, 

Lieutenant  Tldrd  Artillery. 


No.  61  /. 
Major  Annistead  to  Brigadier  Genera]  Smyth. 

Lbwistown,  Nov.  22, 1812. 

Sir:  I  left  Niagara  with  the  intention  of  see- 
ing you,  but  finding  my  horse  notable  to  proceed, 
I  have  declined  going.  My  business  was  to  get, 
if  possible,  some  ammunition  for  the  garrison,  as 
ve  nearly  expended  all  we  had  yesterday,  and 
which  did  the  enemy  great  damage—- destroyed 
one  of  their  best  buildings,  and  did  the  town  con- 
siderable damage ;  sunk  a  schooner  that  was  sent 
out  of  Gtenesee  rirer,  and  dismounted  several  of 
their  guns. 

It  gives  me  extreme  pleasure  to  inform  you 
that  the  officers  behaTed  themseires  with  the 
greatest  degree  of  bravery.  Captain  Leonard 
was  as  conspicuous  as  to  coolness  and  attention 
as  i  have  ever  seen.  We,  on  our  part,  lost  five 
men — three  from  the  ^pri:ting  of  a  gun,  and  two 
from  the  enemy's  fire;  several  wounded  from 
careless  loading.  If  possible,  dear  sir,  send  on 
ammunition  for  eighteen  and  six  pounders,  and 
fours;  but  my  greatest  concern  is  the  want  of 
provisions,  which,  if  not  supplied,  we  will  ine?i- 
tably  have  to  evacuate  the  post. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  K.  ARMISTEAD. 

General  Ai«fiXAi«nBR  Smtth. 


No.  61  g. 

Deputy  Quartermaster  James  Thomas  to  Id^Ar 

General  Smytii. 

Camp  at  Bulck  Root, 
November  30, 1811 

Sib:  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  yoQi aider 
of  this  morning  for  the  furnishing  ^of  pronm 
at  the  navy  yard,  this  evening,"  I  called  on  (k 
contractor,  who  furni&hed  me  the  pork  aod  whii- 
key  required.  Thirty-five  barrels  of  floor  vs 
all  I  could  obtain,  which  is  deposited  at  the  uf] 
yard. 

Yoora,  respectfully, 

JAMBS  THOMAS,  jD.Q.i£ 

Oeneral  ALBXAiinBB  Smtth. 


N.  B.— Quantity  required :  10  barrels  wkiibf, 
38  barrels  pork,  and  60  barrels  flour. 


No.  61  h 


General  A.  Tannehill  to  Bzigsdiv  GaHoil 
Smyth. 

Buffalo,  IMeember  L 181^ 
Sir:  Agreeablv  to  your  note  of yesteidtf,  1 
have  convened  the  commanding  Uaeendmi 
bri^de,  and  consulted  them  on  the  pods  jsi 
denominated  for  my  com mMid— either  BdUf^ 
Schlosser,  or  Niagara;  the  rewit  has  beet  the 
choice  of  cantonment  near  Bo&lo.  I  Redi- 
rected the  QrUartermaster  of  the  ba^d^  with 
the  assistance  of  five  officers,  to  ezasuie  tor  sit- 
uation, die.,  which  I  expect  will  iie  aeu  oar  pr» 
ent  encam  pmen  t.  Tour  approbatkm  to  this  choice 
will  relieve  my  men  from  much  fatigue  of  nirek- 
ing  to  a  more  distant  place,  as  also  tmrn.  aa  ii- 
clement  season. 

There  is  a  complaint  by  the  regimental  Qm- 
termasters  that  there  is  no  floor  to  be  dnva 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  komik 
servant, 

A.  TANNBHILU 
Brigadier  Cknanl  let  Brigait 
Petmeyiwama  VobeUmt 

General  Alkxandbr  Smttb. 


TRIAL  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  HULL 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gbn's  Omci) 

WoihingiaH,  AprH  ^  VSA, 

GENERAL   O&DBR. 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  martial,  iithedtst 
of  William  Hull  Brigadier  Oeneral  f  n  the  Arar 
of  the  United  States,  having  been  sobaitted  v 
the  President  of  the  United  Butes,  and  htriir 
been  approved  by  him,  the  following  extract  iha^ 
from  is  ordered  to  be  read  at  the  head  of  tf^ 
regiment  of  the  army,  and  to  be  published  io  i» 
National  Intelligencer  of  this  cttv. 

By  order :  J.  B.  WALBACH. 

A^tttoHt  Ge^tf^ 
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Thiol  of  General  Hull 


ita  General  Court  Mariial  {ordered  by  the  Free- 
ideni  of  the  United  Statee)  convened  at  Albany, 
in  the  State  of  Nfw  York,  in  the  third  dc^  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen,  and  continued,  by  adfoummente,  to  the 
twenty  fVih  d4vy  of  March  following,  Brigadier 
Oeneral  WilUam  HuU,  of  the  Army  (fthe  Uni- 
ted' States,  was  tried  on  the  following  charges 
and  specifications,  viz : 

Charge  I. 

Treason  a^^ainst  the  United  States,  between  the 
ftinth  of  April  and  the  seventeenth  ot  August,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twehre. 

First  spedficatunu-^ln  this :  That  on  the  first 
lay  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hon- 
ired  and  twelve,  before  that  time  and  ever  since, 
in  open  and  poblic  war  was,  and  is  yet,  carried  on 
ind  prosecuted  by  and  between  the  United  States 
»f  America  and  their  Territories^  and  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Gh-eat  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the 
iependeneies  thereof:  and  that  William  Hull,  a 
Brigadier  Qeneral  in  the  Army  of  the  said  United 
Skates,  a  citizen  of  the  said  United  States,  owing 
Ulegiance  to  the  said  United  States,  and  late 
^mmander  of  the  Northwestern  Army  of  the 
(aid  United  States,  well  knowing  the  premises. 
md  traitorously  and  unlawfully  designing  and 
sootriTing  to  send  and  convey  intefligence  to 
Jie  said  enemies  of  the  said  United  States,  tonch- 
mg  a  declaration  of  war  by  the  said  United  States, 
ifainst  the  said  United  Kingdom  of  Qreat  Britain 
Uid  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof;  and  also 
Eoaching  the  expedition  on  which  the  said  North- 
western army  under  his  command,  as  aforesaid, 
vas  employed ;  and  also  touching  the  numbers, 
ttatei  and  condition  of  the  said  Northwestern  army; 
io  prosecution  of  the  said  traitorous  and  unlawful 
design,  Dtt  the  said  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
iforesaid,  at  the  rapids  of  the  river  Miami  of  the 
lake,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  the  said  Wil- 
liam Hull  (then  and  there  beins  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral in  the  Army  of  the  UnitedStates,  and  being 
ihen  and  there  commander  of  the  said  North- 
western army  as  aforesaid)  did  traitorously  hire 
>r  cause  to  he  hired,  an  unarmed  vessel,  with  the 
pretended  purpose  of  transporting  therein  certain 
liak  soldiers,  and  the  principal  part  of  the  hospital 
itorea  belonging  to  the  said  Northwestern  army, 
from  the  said  rapids  of  the  river  Miami  of  the 
lake,  to  Detroit  in  thesaid  Territory  of  Michigan, 
tMit,  in  truth}  traitorously  contriving  and  intend- 
ing that  the  said  unarmed  vessel,,  together  with 
ill  persons,  papers,  and  things  put  on  board  there- 
of, should  be  captured  by  the  enemies  of  the  said 
Uoited  Statesj  on  the  passage  of  the  said  un- 
irmed  vesael  from  the  said  rapids  of  the  river 
Miami  of  the  lake,  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Ter- 
[itoty  of  Michigan  aforesaid :  and  that  the  said 
iV^tUiam  Hull,  in  further  proeecution  of  his  said 
iiaitorotts  and  unlawful  design  and  contrivance, 
'being  then  and  there  a  Brigadier  General  in  the 
Ikrmy  of  the  Uoited  Slates  as  aforesaid,  and  being 
ihea  and  there  commander  of  the  said  North  west- 
wn  army  as  aforesaid,)  did  then  and  there  traitor* 
ftualy  put,  or  traitorously  cause  to  be  pat  on  board 


of  the  said  unarmed  vessel,  a  trunk,  containing 
(among  other  things)  the  official  correspondence 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War  and 
the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull,  as  well 
touching  the  expedition  on  which  the  saia  North- 
western army  under  his  command  as  aforesaid 
was  then  employed,  as  touching  a  declaration  of 
war  by  the  said  United  States  against  the  said 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and 
the  dependencies  thereof,  and  also  certain  official 
muster-rolls,  reports,  and  returns  of  the  numbers, 
state  and  condition  of  the  said  Northwestern 
army  under  his  command  as  aforesaid :  and  that 
afterwards,  to  wit.  on  the  second  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  aforesaiu,  the  said  vessel  so  as  aforesaid 
traitorously  hired  or  traitorously  caused  to  be 
hired,  by  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hull,  on  its  passage  from  the  said  rapids  of  the 
river  Miami  of  the  lake  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  was 
captured  by  the  said  enemies  of  the  United  States, 
having  on  board  thereof,  at  the  time  of  the  saia 
capture,  the  said  trunk  containing  the  said  offi- 
cial correspondence,  as  well  touching  the  said 
expedition,  as  the  said  declaration  of  war,  and 
the  said  official  muster-rolls,  reports  and  returns 
of  the  numbers,  state  and  condition  of  the  said 
Northwestern  army — together  with  certain  sick 
soldiers,  and  the  principal  part  of  the  hospital 
stores  belonging  to  the  said  Northwestern  army — 
and  by  means  of  the  said  capture,  and  in  fulfill- 
ment of  the  said  traitorous  and  unlawful  desi^, 
contrivance,  and  intendment  of  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull,  the  said  official  corres- 
pondence, as  well  touching  the  said  expedition, 
as  the  said  declaration  of  war,  and  the  said  official 
Btuster-rolls,  reports,  and  returns  of  the  numbera, 
state  and  condition  of  the  said  Northwestern 
Army — together  with  certain  sick  soldiers,  and 
the  principal  part  of  the  hoapital  stores  of  the 
said  Northwestern  armv — i— im  to  the  possession, 
knowledge,  and  use  or  the  enemies  of  the  said 
United  States;  giving  information  and  intelli- 
gence to  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  States, 
as  well  touching  the  said  expedition  as  touching 
the  said  declaration  of  war  ;  aod  also  touching 
the  numbers,  stale,  and  condition  of  the  said  North- 
western army  of  the  said  United  States,  then  and 
there  under  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull  as  aforesaid ;  whereby  the 
said  William  Hull,  on  the  first  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  aforesaid,  at  the  rapids  of  the  river  Mi- 
ami of  the  lake  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  aforesaid,  (being  then  and  there  a  Briga- 
dier General  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
aod  being  then  and  there  commander  of  the  said 
Northwestern  army  as  aforesaid,  and  being  then 
and  there  a  citizen  of  the  said  United  States, 
owing  allegiance  to  the  said  United  States)  did 
then  and  there  traitorously  and  unlawfully  hold 
correspondence  with  and  give  intelligence  to  the 
enemy,  and  did  then  and  there  traitorously,  by 
the  means  aforesaid,  adhere  to  the  enemies  of  the 
said  United  States,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 
Second  specifieatuMtr-*And  also  in  this :  That 
afterwards  and  during  the  said  war,  so  as*  afore- 
said carried  on  and  prosecated  by  and  between 
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the  si^id  United  States  of  America  and  thetr  Tci- 
ritorieS)  and  the  caid  United  Kingdom  of  Gkeat 
Britain  and  Ireland) and  the  dependeneies  thereof, 
the  said  Northwestern  armf  of  the  said  United 
States,  under  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier 
Greneral  William  Hull  as  aforesaid,  havingentered 
the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  and 
having  established  a  military  post  at  or  near  Sand- 
wich, in  the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Can- 
ada, which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull  to  maintain  and  defend,  in 
order  that  the  said  war  might  and  should  be  ad- 
vantageously carriied  on  and  prosecuted,  on  behalf 
of  the  said  United  States,  and  more  especii^ly 
thata  certain  British  fort  called  Maiden,  otherwise 
called  Amharsiburg,  in  the  said  British  province 
of  Upper  Canada,  occupied  by  the  enemies  of  the 
said  United  States,  might  and  should  be  advan- 
tageously attacked  and  taken  by  the  said  North- 
western  army  of  the  said  United  States,  under 
the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
]^m  Hull  as  aforesaid,  yet  the  said  William  Hull, 

ia  Brigadier  Gaaefal  in  the  Army  of  the  said 
Jnited  States,  a  citizen  of  the  said  United  States, 
owing  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  com- 
mander of  the  said  Northwestern  armr  of  the 
•aid  United  States  aa  aforesaid,)  well  knowiag 
the  premises,  on  the  eighth  day  of  August,  ia 
the  year  one  tbouaand  ei^ht  hundred  and  twelve, 
at  Sandwich  aforesaid,  m  the  British  province 
of  Upper  Caaada  aforesaid,  did  then  and  there 
traitocously  and  unlawfully  conspire  and  com- 
bine with  certain  enemies  of  the  said  United 
States,  (w:hose  names  are  unknown^  to  quit  and 
abandon  to  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  States 
the  said  military  post  established  by  the  said 
Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  States,  at 
or  near  Sandwich  a&^resaid,  in  the  British  prov* 
iace  of  Upper  Cviada  aforesaid,  and  to  prevent 
the  said  British  ifort  called  Maiden,  otherwise 
called  Amherstbttig,  from  being  attacked  and  re- 
duced, or  an  attempt  being  mad^  to  reduce  the 
same,  by  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said 
United  States,  under  the  command  of  the  said 
Brigadier  Qeneral  William  Hull  as  afioMsaid; 
and  that  the  said  William  Hull  (then  and  there  a 
Brigadier  General  in  the  Army  of  the  said  United 
States,  then  and  there  being  commander  of  the 
aaid. North wMem  araay  of  the  said  UnitedStates, 
and  then  and  there  being  a  ciUsen  of  the  said 
United  States,  owing  allegiance  to  the  said  Uni* 
tfd  States)  in  prosecution  of  the  said  trattoreus 
oonspjiacy  and  comhinatifen,  did  then  and  there 
traitQCDHsly  quit  and  abandon,  and  did  then  and 
there  traitorously  cause  to  be  quitted  and  aban* 
doned,  the  said  military  post  established  by  the 
said  Northwestern  army  of  the.said  United  States 
as  aforesaid,  at  or  near  Sandwich  as  afocesaid,  in 
the  BriJti^h  province  of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid, 
and  did  then  and  there  traitorously  neglect  and 
omit  to  make  the  proper  prepaiations  for  attack- 
ing and  reducing,  or  attempting  to  reduce  the 
said  British  fort  called  Maiden,  otherwise  called 
Amherstburg,  but  on  the  contrary  did  then  and 
there  traitorously  prevent  the  same  from  being 
attacked  and  redueed,  and  an  attempt  being  made 


taredaee  the  same  by  the  said 
of  the  said  United  Slates,  thek  aad  diBt«ier 
his  command  as  aforesaid ;  and  ia  forfhei|nR- 
cution  of  the  said  tiaitOEOss  eoMpiivey  aaiwn 
bination,  did  thea  and  iheite  tvastorottily  wmk, 
withdraw,  and  remove  aad  tr^ioreosty  srtato 
be  marched^  withdrawn,  and  removed,  the  mq 
bodyof  the  said  Northwestern  asoajof  the«i4Qii- 
ted  States,  from  the  said  militauy  postestabliM 
by  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  Uiittl 
States,  at  or  near  Sandwich  aforesaid,  toapiM 
out  of  the  said  Btitieh  proviaee  of  Umr  Gm, 
to  wit:  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Teriitscftf 
Michigan  aforesaid ;  whardhy  the  said  Witfaa 
Hall,  on  the  said  eighth  day  of  Aogut,  ii  tie 
year  one  thousand  eight  luiadred  and  twdit 
afosesaid,  at  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in  cheairfAi^ 
ish  province  of  Upper  Ca■•da^  (beiag  thai  wd 
there  a  Brigadier  Gieneral  ia  tke  Anny  of  iinid 
United  Sutes,  and  being  then  and  that  shb> 
mander  cf  the  said  North weatem  amy  of  ikai 
United  States,  and  being  then  and  tlMieaciliBi 
of  the  said  United'  States,  owtni^aUefliaaee  toil 
said  United  States^  did  then  and  tfacfe  tiail» 
Qusly  conspire^,  combine,  and  hold  eorretpaadeaee 
with  theenemiesof  thesaidUaitedSlalesyBarftt 
then  and  there  traitorously  andahnnif  firfhr  yaf^ 
abandon,  and  traitoioaslv-  and  shamcMfy  ow 
to  be  quitted  and  abandosed,  tiM  said  auMniT 
post,  so  as  aforesaid  established  by  the  said  JVscll- 
western  army  of  the  said  Unified  Siaiei  itf  er 
near  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in  the  BMkfnmse 
of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid,  and  did  tftea  sad  dna 
traitorously  neglect  and  omit  to  anke  thefvoper 
preparations  for  attacking  and  iedBeaag,Qt  at- 
tempting to  rednee  the  said  fort  catted  Bidtea, 
otherwise  called  AmJfeeraUmrg,  in  the  saidBiiDih 
province  of  Upper  Canada,  bnt  did  theaaad  ibm 
traitorously  prevent  the  said  Bfitisk  foit  eattd 
Maldeo,otnBrwise  called  AaihefatlHirg,iathesiHi 
British  provinea  of  Upper  Canada^  fien  lid^ 
attacked  and  reduced,  or  an  attempt  beiaf  nidB 
to  reduce  the  same  by  the  said  Nortnwcsifratiiiy 
of  the  said  United  States,  under  bb  cooMudii 
aforesaid;  and  by  the  nMana  afoMsnid,  dal  itn 
and  there  traitoronsly  adhere  to  the  enemies  sfds 
said  United  States,  giving  them  aid  and  conkt 
Ildrd  epeci/Sca<tMU-»And,  also,  in  thn:  Ttal 
afterwaids  and  during  the  said  vmr  so  as  aia^ 
said  carried  oa  aad  proaecated,hyand  betweeiiki 
said  Uaitadfitatesof  AnMticaaadtbnialtailM 
and  the  said  United  Kingdom  of  Gtent  Bami 
and  Irelandi  and  the  dependeneiea  thereof  vt^ 
on  the  sixteenth  day  of  August,  in  the  ^war  sii 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve  nfot—i^j  * 
Detroit,  in  the  Miehigui  Territory  ajwasw^ti* 
said  William  Hull  was  then  aad  tbeee  adw 
of  the  said  United  States,  owing  nllegisaoa  is 
the  said  United  Stales,  and  was  then  aa4  then 
a  Brigadier  General  ia  the  Army  of  tke  audOa* 
ted  States,  and  was  then  and  thare  conunm^ 
of  the  Northwestern  army  of  the  United  Stsl^ 
and  was  then  and  there  commander  of  a  csM 
fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  and  belongittg  to  thena 
United  States,  erected  at  or  near  the  ton" 
Detroit,  upon  a  bank  of  the  river  Detroit,  ia  ^ 
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rerritorf  of  MiehigtD ;  tlie  works  whereof, 
legQDs  and  gun-carriages  belonging  thereto, 
vere,  and  long  before  bad  been  decayed,  di- 
ited,  and  out  of  repair.  And  that  the  said 
dier  General  William  Hull,  tb«n  and  there 
litorously  conspire  and  combine  with  certain 
ies  of  the  said  United  States,  (whose  names 
nknown,)  then  and  there  traitorously  and 
ifally  to  surrender  and  abandon  to  the  ene- 
>f  the  said  United  States,  the  said  fort,  called 
Detroit,  belonging  to  the  said  United  States, 
resatd,  and  then  and  tbere,  under  the  com- 
of  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull 
resaid.  with  all  the  troops,  regulars  as  weU 
itia.  then  and  there  under  the  command  of 
id  Brigadier  Gtonexal  Hull  as  aforesaid,  and 
r  public  stores  and  arms^  and  all  public  doc- 
s,  including  everything  else  of  a  public  na- 
ippertainiog  to  the  'Said  fort,  called  Fort 
t,  and  to  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  command  of  the 
rigadier  Qeneral  William  Hull  as  aforesaid, 
hat  in  prosecution  of  the  said  traitorous 
racy  ana  combination^  the  said  Brigadier 
il  William  Hull  did  then  and  tbere  wil- 
nd  traitorously  neglect  and  omit  to  repair 
lengthen  the  works  of  the  said  fort,  called 
Detroit,  then  and  tbere  under  his  command 
esaid,  and  to  put  the  smme,  (together  with 
I  ^ns  andgutt*earriages  belonging  thereto) 
oroper  state  and  condition  for  resistance 
fence  against  the  approaches,  attacks,  and 
s  of  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  States, 
d  then  and  there  wilfuUv  and  traitorously 
and  omit  to  fortify  the  places  and  passes  at 
ir  to  the  said  fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  by 
roug^h  which  the  troops  of  the  enemies  of 
I  United  States  might  then  and  there  rea- 
'  be  expected  to  approach,  and  did  approach, 
I  fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  for  the  purpose 
iking  and  subduing  the  same.  And  did 
d  there  traitorously  neglect  and  omit  to 
resist,  repel,  and  defeat,  and  to  attempt 

and  defeat  the  troops  of  the  enemies  of 

United  States,  in  their  hostile  prepara- 
ind  af»^roach  to  and  towards  the  said 
Ued  Fort  Detroit,  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
and  subduing  the  same.  And  that,  in  fur- 
>seeatioa  and  completion  of  the  said  trai- 
OBspiraoy  and  combination,  the  said  Brig- 
feneral  William  Hull  did  then  and  there 
nsly  and  shamefully  abandon  and  surrender 

fort,  ealied  Fort  Detroit,  then  aiujl  there 
lis  comnKand  as  aforesaid,  (which  it  was 

then  and  there  to  maintain  and  defend,) 
*  with  all  the  troops,  regulars  as  well  as 
then  and  there  in  the'said  fort,  called  Fort 
then  and  there  belonging  to  the  said  Uni- 
ea  as  aforesaid,  and  then  and  there  under 
imand  as  aforesaid,  and  all  the  public 
id  arms,  and  public  documents,  including 
n^  else  of  a  public  nature,  in  and  apper- 
to  the  said  fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  and 
id  Northwesternarmy  of  the  said  United 
iien  and  there  under  his  command  as  afore- 
o  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  States, 
:h  Gov.  2d  Sss8.— 80 


to  wit:  to  the  British  forces  then  and  there  under 
the  command  of  Major  General  Brock ;  whereby 
the  said  William  Hull,  on  the  said  siiieenth  day 
of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve,  aforesaid,  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid,  (being  then  and 
there  a  citizen  of  the  said  United  States,  owing 
allegiance  to  the  said  United  States,  and  being 
then  and  there  a  Brigadier  General  in  the  Army 
of  the  said  United  States,  and  being  then  and 
tbere  commander  of  the  said  Northwesternarmy 
of  the  said  United  States,  and  being  then  and  there 
commander  of  the  said  fort,  called  Fort  Detroit, 
belonging  to  the  said  United  States  as  aforesaid,./ 
did  then  and  there  traitorouslv  and  shamefully 
abandon  and  surrender  the  said  fort,  called  Fori 
Detroit,  to  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  States* 
to  wit :  to  the  said  British  troops  under  the  comT 
roand  of  Msgor  General  Brock,  as  aforesaid.;  and 
did  then  and  there  by  the  means  aforesaid  traitorr 
ously  adhere  to  the  enemies  of  the  said  United 
States,  giTing  them  aid  and  comfort. 

Charge  II. 

Cowardice  at  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  De^ 
troit,  between  the  first  day  of  July  and  theseyen- 
teenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelre. 

IHr$t  spect/!cafum.--In  this :  That  during  .the 
said  war  so  as  aforesaid  carried  on  and  prosecuted 
by  and  between  the  said  United  States  of  Amerh 
ica  and  their  Territories,  aad  the  said  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  depen.-' 
dencies  thereof,  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil* 
liam  HuU^  commanding  the  Northwestern  army 
of  the  said  United  States  as  aforesaid,  having 
entered  the  said  British  province  of  Upper  GaU" 
ada,  in  prosecution  of  the  said  war  on  behalf  of 
the  said  United  States,  and  being  there  in  posses- 
sion of  the  town  of  Sandwich  and  the  adjacent 
country,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  having  declared  and  avowed 
the  object  and  intention  of  attacking  and  subd|i- 
ingthe  British  fort  called  Maiden, otherwise  called 
Amherstburff,  in  thesaid  British  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  and,  generally,  of  mamtaining  and  en- 
larging his  position  and  possession  in  the  said 
British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  on  the  eighth 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  at  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in 
the  British  province  of  Upper  Canada  aforesai^y 
did  then  and  there  misbehave  himself  before  the 
enemy,  and  shamefully  manifest  an  undue  fear, 
and  apprehension  of  danger,  by  a  course  of  conduct 
and  conversation  evincing  personal  alarm,  agitar 
tionof  mind  and  privation  of  judgment,  bjr  aban- 
doning the  said  object  and  design  of  attacking  the 
said  British  fort  called  Maiden,  otherwise  called 
Amherstburg,  by  quitting  the  position  and  posses- 
sion taken  at  the  town  of  Sandwich  and  in  the 
adjacent  country,  in  the  British  province  of  Up- 
per Canada  as  aforesaid,  and  by  retreating  abruptly 
from  and  out  of  the  said  British  province  of  Up- 
per Canada  to  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igan aforesaid,  without  any  cause  for  so  doing, 
arising  from  the  superior  nnmbers,  state,  aikl 
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eondition  of  the  British  forces  which  were  then 
and  there  opposed  to  the  said  Army  of  the  said 
United  States,  under  the  command  of  the  said 
Brigadier  General  William  Hull,  and  without 
any  other  just  and  sufficient  cause  whatsoever  j 
whereby  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  said  North- 
western army  of  the  said  United  States  then  and 
there  under  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier 
Gkneral  William  Hull,  were  induced  to  lose  and 
did  lose  all  confidence  in  the  personal  courage 
and  military  capacity  of  their  said  commander ; 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  British  proTince  of 
Upper  Canada  were  taught  to  distrust  the  power 
and  professions  of  the  invading  General ;  a  shade 
was  cast  upon  the  reputation  of  the  American 
arms;  and  the  serrice  of  the  said  United  States,  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  said  war,  suffered  great 
detriment  and  disadvantage. 

Second epecificcUion, — And, also, in  this:  That 
during  the  said  war  so  as  aforesaid  carried  on  and 
prosecuted  by  and  between  the  said  United  States 
of  America  and  their  Territories^  and  the  said 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britam  and  Ireland, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  to  wit :  on  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  the  enemy 
having  raised  certain  batteries  on  the  banks  of 
the  said  river  Detroit,  in  the  said  British  province 
pf  Upper  Canada,  opposite  the  said  fort  Detroit, 
and  certain  American  posts  and  batteries  estab- 
lished and  erected  near  the  said  fort  Detroit,  in 
the  said  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  a  cannonade 
being  commenced  from  the  said  batteries  of  the 
enemy  against  and  upon  the  said  fort  Detroit  and 
the  said  American  posts  and  batteries  established 
and  erected  near  thereto,  in  the  said  Territory  of 
Michigan,  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hull,  on  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve 
aforesaid,  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  aforesaid,  (being  then  and  there  com- 
mander of  the  said  lort  Detroit,  and  of  the  said 
American  posts  and  batteries  established  and 
erected  near  thereto,  in  the  said  Territory  of 
Michigan,  and  being  then  and  there  commander 
of  the  said  northwestern  army  of  the  said  United 
States,)  did  then  and  there,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  cannonade  aforesaid,  shamefully  mis- 
behave himself  before  the  enemy,  and  manifest 
great  fear  and  apprehension  of  pertonal  dan^r, 
by  a  course  of  conduct  and  conversation  evincing 
personal  alarm,  agitation  of  mind,  and  privation 
of  judgment,  and  particularly  by  various  timid 
and  cowardly  actions  and  expressions  then  and 
there  used  and  uttered  in  the  presence  of  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  then  and  there  belonging  to 
the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United 
States,  and  then  and  there  under  his  command 
as  aforesaid,  as  well  in  the  public  streets  of  the 
town  of  Detroit  as  in  places  adjacent  to  the  said 
fort  of  Detroit,  and  the  said  American  posts  and 
batteries  established  and  erected  near  thereto,  in 
the  said  Territory  o(  Michigan ;  whereby,  a  fatal 
encouragement  was  afforded  for  the  hostile  en- 
terprises of  the  enemy,  a  pernicious  example  (oal- 
cukted  to  intimidate  and  to  disorganize)  was 


given  to  the  American  troops,  and  themeeof 
the  United  States,  in  the  prosecation  d^mi 
war,  was  exposed  to  hazard,  shame,  and  bip- 
pointment. 

Uurd  «pect/!ca<tofu— And.  also,  in  thb:  Tkt 
during  the  said  war,  carried  on  and  pmmlni 
by  and  between  the  said  United  States  of  Aib» 
ica  and  their  Territories,  and  the  said  Uiiai 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  sad  ik 
dependencies  thereof,  to  wit :  on  the  siziecMk 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eigk 
hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  the  Britisii  fnea 
under  the  command  of  Major  General  Bnek 
having  crossed  the  said  river  Detnit,  hftfii| 
landed  at  a  place  called  Sprioff  WelU,  othcrnt 
called  Sprinff  Hill,  in  the  said  Territory  of  Mi- 
chigan, and  having  thence  marched  towarditk 
said  fort  of  Detroit  with  the  design  toatiae^ik 
same,  the  said  Brigadier  General  Hall, sick 
said  sixteenth  day  of  August,  in  the  jm  oae 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve  afonnid,al 
Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  said  Territory  of  Miehi- 
gan,  (being  then  and  there  oommaader  of  the 
said  iort  of  Detroit,  and  being  thea  and  te 
commander  ot  the  said  Northwestern  armf  of  thi 
said  United  States,)  did  then  and  there,  dori^ 
all  the  time  of  the  enemy's  crossing  theaidifrs 
Detroit  as  aforesaid,  landing  at  tM  said  Spii; 
Wells,  otherwise  called  Spring  HiU  as  afiatttii, 
and  marching  towards  the  said  Fort  Demit 
as  aforesaid,  with  the  desijgn  to  attack  tke  mmt 
as  aforesaid,  shamefuUy  misbth^we  ktmadfb^Ke 
the  enemy,  and  manifest  great  iisar  and  appre- 
hension of  personal  danger,  by  rartoai  timid  and 
cowardly  actions  and  expresstona  ihea  and  there 
used  and  uttered  in  the  presence  of. the  e&een 
and  soldiers  belonging  to  the  said  Norihwestn 
army  of  the  said  united  States,  then  and  that 
under  his  command  as  aforesaid;  byavoldiafal 
personal  danger  from  making  an  attempt  lo  pt* 
vent' the  enemy's  crossing  the  said  river  Dem 
and  landing  at  the  said  Spring  Wells,  oikerviK 
called  Spring  Hill ;  by  avoiding  adi  peimaaLte 
ger  from  reconnoitering  and  eneonnteriBf  ik 
enemy  in  battle  on  the  said  oaarch  of  the  cam 
towards  the  said  fort  of  Detroit;  by  hasiikfM> 
ing  flags  of  truce  to  the  enemy,  with  stcnaia 
for  a  capitulation;  by  anzionslf  withdiaviil 
his  person  from  the  American  troops  in  tfaeap* 
fiela  to  a  place  of  eomparativa  safety,  witbiait 
walls  of  the  said  Fort  Detroit ;  by  aa  iinisl* 
fluctuation  of  orders,  sometimes  inetmsisteateii 
each  other,  and  sometimes  incoherent  ia  the* 
selves;  by  forbidding  the  American  artilltrf  ■ 
Are  on  the  army  on  the  said  march  of  tbe  eacaf 
towards  the  said  Fort  Detroit;  by  csJii^tk 
American  troops  from  the  field,  and  cioe^ 
them  in  the  said  Fort  Detroit,  while  the  eaov 
was  on  the  said  march  towards  the  said  f^i 
Detroit;  by  a  precipitate  declaration  to  the «^ 
my  that  he  surrendered  the  said  Fort  Detroit^  i 
the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  OaiP 
Slates  before  terms  of  capitulation  were  vf^ 
or  considered,  or  even  suggested ;  and,  _  ^ 
by  a  course  of  conduct  and  conversation 
ing  personal  fear,  agitation  of  mind,  and 
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tioo  of  jodgmeni ;  whereby  the  said  fort  of  De- 
troit, and  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said 
United  States,  then  and  there  ander  the  com- 
mand of  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hall,  were  then  and  there  rendered  an  easy  and 
aertain  conquest  to  the  approaching  enemy ;  the 
oflScers  and  soldiers  of  a  gallant  army  (compelled 
by  the  obligations  of  military  law  to  obey  the 
orders  of  their  commander}  were  exposed  to  un- 
merited mortification  and  reproach ;  and  the  ser- 
rice  of  the  said  United  States,  in  the  prosecution 
9f  the  said  war,  suffered  great  detriment  and  dis- 
ced it. 

Iburih  ipecification.'-And,  also,  in  this:  That 
luring  the  said  war  so  as  aforesaid  carried  on 
ind  prosecuted  by  and  between  the  said  Uni- 
led  States  of  America  and  their  Territories, 
md  the  said  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
wd  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  to 
vit:  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  August,  in  the 
rear  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve 
iforesaid,'  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of 
iiicbigan  aforesaid,  the  said  Fort  Detroit  being 
hen  and  there  well  garrisoned  and  supplied  with 
imnnon,  ammunition,  and  provisions;  the  said 
Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  States 
leing  then  and  there  well  supplied  with  arms, 
mmnnition,  and  provisions;  and  the  officers  and 
oldiers  thereof  being  then  and  there  in  high 
pirits,  and  eager  to  meet  and  encounter  the  ene» 
ay  in  battle;  and  a  fine  train  of  artillery  being 
ben  and  there  subject  to  the  orders  and  disposal 
f  the  said  Brigadier  Ckneral  Hull,  for  the  pur- 
lose  of  defence  or  attack,  yet  the  said  Brigadier 
j^eneral  William  Hull,  (then  and  there  being 
ommander  of  the  said  fort  of  Detroit,  and  of  the 
he  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United 
ttates,)  acting  upon  the  impulse  of  personal  fear 
nd  apprehension,  and  contemplating,  as  the 
aeans  of  personal  safety,  a  shameful  abandon- 
aent  and  the  surrender  of  the  said  Fort  Detroit. 
ad  of  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said 
Joited  States,  under  his  command  as  aforesaid, 
9  the  approaching  enemy,  did  then  and  there 
bamefully  misbehave  himself  before  the  enemy, 
Dd  did  tnen  and  there  enter  into  a  disgraceful 
apitulation  with  the  enemy,  containing  no  con- 
>latory  stipulation  that  the  said  garrison  and 
rmy  should  march  out  of  the  said  fort  of  De- 
roit  with  the  honors  of  war;  no  juat  and  hu- 
lane  stipulation  for  the  security  and  protection 
f  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  British 
rovince  of  Upper  Canada  as  had  accepted  the 
lid  Brigadier  General  William  Hull's  invitation 

>  join  the  American  standard ;  nor  any  reason- 
bie  stipulation  for  an  opportunity  of  reporting 

>  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  the 
ireurostances  of  so  unexpected  and  so  important 
a  event;  and  did  then  and  there  shamefully 
bandon,  surrender,  and  give  up  the  said  fort  of 
letroit,  together  with  all  the  troops,  regulars  as 
rell  as  militia,  then  and  there  under  his  oom- 
iand  as  aforesaid,  and  all  the  public  stores  and 
hoQs,  and  all  the  public  documents,  including 
rerything  else  of  a  public  nature  belonging  to 
le  «aid  ^rt  of  Detroit,  and  to  the  said  North- 


western army  of  the  said  United  States,  then  and 
there  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  to  the  said 
approaching  enemy,  to  wit:  to  the  British  forces 
under  the  command  of  Major  General  Brock| 
without  any  cause  for  so  doing,  arising  from  the 
superior  numbers,  state,  and  condition  of  the  said  * 
British  forces;  or  from  the  actual  want,  or  juaC 
expectation  of  sudden  want,  of  arms,  ammunition, 
and  provisions  for  the  said  Fort  Detroit,  and  the 
said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  States, 
and  without  anv  other  adequate  cause  whatso- 
ever; whereby  the  territorial  sovereignty,  rights^ 
and  property  of  the  aaid  United  States  were 
sbamefully  ceded  to  the  enemy ;  a  brave  and  pa- 
triotic army  was  wantonly  sacrificed  by  the  per- 
sonal fears  of  the  commander;  and  the  service  of 
the  said  United  States,  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
said  war,  suffered  a  great  and  afflicting  loss. 

Charob  III. 

Neglect  of  duty  and  unofficerlike  conduct,  while 
commanding  a  separate  army,  between  the  ninth 
of  April  and  the  seventeenth  of  August,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

lynt  tpecificalion, — In  this:  That  before  and 
during  the  said,  war,  carried  on  and  prosecuted  as 
aforesaid,  by  and  between  the  said  united  States 
of  America  and  their  Territories,  and  the  said 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull,  being  duly  appointed  to 
command  the  Northwestern  army  or  the  said 
United  States,  did  actually  take  and  assume  the 
command  of  the  said  army,  on  or  about  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  Mav,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  at  or  near  Dayton,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  did  thence  constantly  con- 
tinue in  the  actual  command  of  the  said  army,aa 
well  on  the  march  from  Dayton  aforeaaid,  to  De- 
troit, in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  at  Detroit 
aforesaid,  as  in  the  British  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  until  his  capitulation  with  the  enemy, 
and  the  consequent  surrender  of  Fort  Detroit,  in 
the  said  Michigan  Territory,  with  all  the  troons, 
regulars,  and  militia  under  his  command,  to  the 
British  forces  under  the  command  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Brock,  to  wit :  at  Detroit  aforesaid^  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid,  on  the  sixteenth, 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid.  And  that  the  said 
Brigadier  General  William  Hull,  unmindful  of 
the  important  trust  reposed  in  him,  during  all  the 
time  aforesaid,  and  as  well  on  the  march  of  the 
said  army  from  Dayton  aforesaid,  to  Detroit  afore> 
said,  and  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  as  in  the  British 
province  of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid,  was  guilty 
of  neglect  of  duty  and  of  unofficerlike  conduct| 
by  neglecting  and  omitting,  with  sufficient  care 
and  frequency,  to  inspect,  train,  exercise,  review, 
and  order,  and  to  cause  to  be  inspected,  trained 
exercised,  reviewed,  and  ordered,  the  said  army 
under  his  command  as  aforesaid ;  and,  also,  by 
neglecting  and  omitting,  in  due  form  and  time,  to 
prepare  an  order  of  battle,  and  to  make  the  same 
known  to  the  said  army  on  the  march  from  Day- 
ton aforeaaid,  toDetroitaforeaaidjintheMichigaa 
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Territory  aforesaid,  whereby  the  discipliDe  of  the 
troops  under  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier 
General  Wilfiam  Hull  as  aforesaid,  was  in  danger 
of  being  relaxed ;  their  comfort  was  liable  to  be 
impaired ;  their  confidence  in  the  military  skill 
ana  dispositions  of  their  commander  was  dimin- 
ished; and  the  said  army  was  exposed  to  the 
hazard  of  disorder  and  defeat  in  the  event  of  an 
attack  being  made  thereon  by  the  enemy. 

Second  specification, — And  also  in  this:  That 
during  the  said  war,  so  as  aforesaid  carried  on 
and  prosecuted  by  and  between  the  said  United 
States  of  America  and  their  Territories,  and  the 
said  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, and  the  dependencies  thereof,  to  wit :  on  or 
about  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  vear  one  thou* 
sand  eight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  at  the 
rapids  of  the  river  Miami,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  the  said  Brigadier  Greneral  William 
Hull,  thea  and  there  commanding  the  said  North- 
western army  of  the  said  United  States,  on  the 
march  thereof  from  Dayton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
to  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
aforesaid,  then  and  there  having  sufficient  cause 
to  know  or  to  believe  that  war  then  existed  be- 
tween the  said  United  States  and  their  Territo- 
ries, and  the  said  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit* 
ain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof, 
was  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and  of  unofficerlike 
conduct,  oy  then  and  there  hiring,  or  causing  to 
be  hired,  an  unarmed  vessel,  and  putting,  or  caus- 
ing to  be  put,  on  board  thereof,  to  be  transported 
by  water-passage  from  the  said  rapids  of  the  river 
Miami,  of  the  lake,  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  (the  said 
Brigadier  General  William  Hull  having  sufficient 
cause  to  know  or  to  believe  the  imminent  danger 
of  capture  by  the  enemy  to  which  the  said  un- 
armecl  vessel  on  the  passage  aforesaid  would  be 
exposed.)  certain  sick  soldiers,  and  a  great  part  of 
the  hospital  stores  belonging  to  the  said  army, 
together  with  a  trunk,  containing  (among  other 
things)  the  papers  hereinafter  mentioned,  which 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  said  Brigadier  General 
William  Hull  most  carefully  to  keep  and  preserve 
ftom  the  knowledge  and  view  of  the  enemy,  that 
is  to  say :  the  official  correspondence  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Department  of  War  and  the  said 
Brigadier  General  William  Hull,  as  well  touch- 
ing the  expedition  on  which  the  said  Northwest- 
ern army  under  his  command  as  aforesaid  was 
then  employed,  as  touching  a  declaration  of  war 
by  the  said  United  States  of  America  against  the 
said  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof;  and,  also,  certain 
other  official  muster-rolls,  reports,  and  returns  of 
the  numbers,  state,  and  condition  of  the  said  army 
under  his  command  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said 
unarmed  vessel,  on  the  passage  aforesaid  from  the 
said  rapids  of  the  river  Miami  of  the  lake  towards 
Detroit  aforesaid,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  or  about 
the  second  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  was  captured 
by  the  enemy,  having  on  board  thereof^  at  the 
time  of  such  capture,  the  said  sick  soldiers,  the 
said  hospital  stores,  and  the  said  trunk,  containing 
the  said  official  correspondence,  and  also  the  said 


muster-rolls,  reports,  and  returns  of  the  aBmheis, 
state,  and  condition  of  the  said  army ;  vWceby 
the  said  sick  soldiers  were  made  prisoners  of  itt; 
the  said  hospital  stores  were  lost  to  the  UnitiA 
States ;  and  the  said  official  correspondence,  ud 
the  said  muster-rolls,  reports,  and  returns  df  tke 
number,  state,  and  condition  of  the  said  ana?, 
came  to  the  possession,  knowledge*  and  use  of  tk 
enemies  of  the  United  States,  to  tlie  great  injvj 
of  the  said  United  States. 

T%ird epec^lcation, — And  alao  in  this:  That 
during  the  said  war,  so  as  aforesaid  carried  ooaad 
prosecuted  by  and  between  the  said  United  Stale 
of  America  and  their  Territoriea,  and  the  st^ 
United  Kingdom  of  Gkeat  Britain  and  IreM, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  the  md  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull  having  arrired,  with  (br 
said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  UnitedStttts 
under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  at  Detraic,  n 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  on  the  serendidayof 
July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve  aforesaid ;  and  having  the  possessioa  Mai 
command  of  the  said  fort  of  Detroit  from  tl«t 
time,  constantly,  until  the  abandonment  and  mt- 
render  thereof  to  the  British  forces  under  tke 
command  of  Major  General  Brock,  on  the  szi- 
teenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thoanod 
eight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid;  and  fiodiag, 
upon  his  said  arrival  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  that  the 
works  of  the  said  Fort  Detroit  were  greac/jr  dam- 
aged and  dilapidated,  and  that  the;^Dsaii^^a- 
carriages  belonging  to  the  said  fort  of  Detroit 
were  also  damaged  and  out  of  rc^pair;  and,  more- 
over, well  knowing  the  importaace  of  the  said 
Fort  Detroit  to  the  service  of  the  sud  United 
States  in  the  operations  of  the  said  war,  and  that 
the  same  (together  with  the  said  guns  and  gna- 
carriages)  should  be  put  and  kept  in  proper  ocder 
and  repair,  was  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  by  B^ 
glectin^  and  omitting,  during  all  the  time  m  to 
possession  and  command  as  aforesaid,  in  aprapcr 
and  sufficient  manner  to  repair  and  strengthen, or 
cause  to  be  repaired  and  strengthened,  the  works 
of  the  said  Fort  Detroit ;  by  neglecting  and  emii* 
ting,  in  a  proper  and  sufficient  manner, and  iadar 
time  for  the  service  of  the  said  Qnited  SiaiK  is 
repair,  or  cause  to  be  repaired,  the  said  gnas  aal  | 
gun-carriages;  and,  generally,  hy  ne^lectiac  aal  J 
omitting  to  put,  or  cause  to  be  put,  the  said  fotd 
Detroit  in  a  proper  state  and  condition  for  nat^ 
ance  and  defence  in  the  event  ot  an  iovasioaail 
attack  by  the  enemy ;  whereby  the  said  FWt  Di* 
troit  was  left  an  easy  conquest  to  the  eneaf;  ^ 
said  guns  and  gun-carriages  being  afterwardf  rt^ 
quir^  for  the  service  of  the  said  United  Sttiot 
in  the  British  province  of  Upper  OanadL  weti 
still  found  unfit  for  transportation  and  use;  greil 
time  was  consumed  in  preparing  and  fi ttiog  tbc# 
for  the  said  service;  and  the  operations  of  ' 
war  were  fatally  obstructed  and  suspended. 
^arlAspec|^iea/ion.— And, also, ui  this: 
during  the  said  war  so  as  aforesaid  carried  oo 
prosecuted  by  and  between  the  aaid  United  Sl 
of  America  and  their  Territories,  and  tke^ 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Briuin  and  Irdn^t 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  the  said  Bri^^ 
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Seneral  William  Hull,  declaring  and  avowiDg 
m  intention  and  desiffn,  with  the  said  Northwest- 
Nm  army  of  the  said  United  States  under  his 
iommand  as  aforesaid,  to  inrade  and  enter  the 
British  proYinee  of  Upper  Canada,  to  invest  and 
ittack  the  British  fort  called  Maiden,  otherwise 
tailed  Amherstbarg  in  the  said  British  province, 
md  to  maintain  and  enlarge  his  position  and  pos- 
«8sioD  in  the  said  British  province,  and  weU 
cnowing  that  expedition,  resolution,  and  energy 
vere  indispensable  to  the  prosecution  and  ac- 
complishment of  such  intention  and  design,  and 
Mving  arrived  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Terri- 
ory  of  Michigan  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day 
f  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
ind  twelve  aforesaid,  and  having  invaded  the  said 
Iritish  province  of  Upper  Canada,  on  the  twelfth 
lay  of  July,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  and  therein 
aken  possession  of  the  town  of  Sandwich  afore- 
aid,  and  having  with  the  main  body  of  his  said 
rmy  evacuatea  the  said  British  province  of  Up- 
ter  Canada  on  the  eighth  day  of  August,  in  the 
'ear  aforesaid,  was  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and 
nofficerlike  conduct,  by  not  seasonably  repair- 
Df  ,  fitting,  and  traiuporting,  or  causing  to  be  re- 
hired, fitted,  and  transport^l,  the  ffuns  and  ^n 
arriages  which  were  necessary  to  the  operations 
f  the  war  in  the  said  British  province  of  Upper 
/ftnada,  by  an  useless  and  injurious  waste  of  time 
nd  opportunity  at  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in  the 
aid  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  without 
aakinff  an  attempt  to  reduce  the  said  British  fort 
ailed  Maiden,  otherwise  called  Amherstbui^,  by 
n  unnecessary  consumption  of  time,  in  projects 
o  conciliate  the  British  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
Iritish  province  of  Upper  Canada,  and  the  neigh- 
boring Indians,  without  resorting  to  a  more  ef- 
iectual  display  of  a  military  power,  capacity,  and 
lieposition  to  maintain  the  acquisitions  of  con- 
[uest,  and  to  perform  the  promises  of  protection ; 
ty  postponing  in  the  first  instance,  and  by  aban- 
[oning  m  the  next,  an  investment  and  attack  up- 
II  the  said  British  fort  called  Maiden,  otherwise 
ailed  Amherstburg,  and  by  finally  evacuating  the 
lid  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  without 
aring  provided  effectually,  in  any  respect,  for 
le  safety  of  the  inhabitants  thereof  who  had 
Dcepted  the  said  Brigadier  Qeneral  William 
[airs  invitation  to  join  the  American  standard. 
nd  without  having,  in  any  decree,  aceomplisheu 
le  said  intention  and  design  ot  the  said  Brigadier 
feneral  William  Hull,  so  as  aforesaid  declared 
id  avowed  upon  the  invasion  of  the  said  British 
roTince  as  aforesaid  ;  whereby  an  opportunity 
«s  afforded  to  the  enemy  to  bring  into  suspicion 
[id  contempt  the  power  and  the  conduct  of  the 
Ltaerican  commander;  to  collect  and  combine 
le  British  forces;  to  seduce,  intimidate,  and  en« 
n^e  the  Indians;  to  awe  into  submission  the 
wavering  inhabitants  of  the  said  British  province 
f  Upper  Canada ;  to  reinfqrce  the  said  British 
^t  called  Maiden,  otherwise  called  Amherst- 
tirg;  attd  to  prepare  for  investing  and  attacking 
ke  said  fort  of  Detroit,  in  the  said  Territory  of 
liehigan ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  said 
rmy  of  the  United  States,  under  the  commaiid 


of  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull,  at 
aforesaid,  diminished  in  effective  numbers  in  con* 
sequence  of  sickness  and  other  casualties ;  the 
officers  and  soldiers  naturally  became  dissatisfied 
and  disgusted  with  a  scene  of  such  inactivity,  ir* 
resolution,  and  procrastination ;  the  hope  of  support 
and  co-operation,  as  well  from  the  Indians  as  from 
the  British  inhabitants  of  the  said  British  prov- 
ince of  Upper  Canada,  was  destroyed,  ana  the 
general  ardor  of  the  troops  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  insensibly  abated. 

Fifth  epect/lca^ion.— -And,  abo,  in  this :  That 
during  the  continuance  of  the  said  war.  carried 
on  and  prosecuted  as  aforesaid,  by  and  between 
the  said  United  States  of  America  and  their  Ter* 
ritories,  and  the  said  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  there* 
of,  the  said  Brigadier  <3eneral  William  Hull,  with 
the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United 
States  under  his  command  aforesaid,  arrived  at 
Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
aforesaid,  to  wit :  on  the  7th  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve 
aforesaid;  that  with  the  said  army  under  his 
command  as  aforesaid,  he  entered  and  invaded 
the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  to 
Wit :  on  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
aforesaid ;  that  with  the  main  body  of  the  said 
army  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  he  evae> 
uated  the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada 
on  the  eighth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  afore- 
said, thence  returning  toDetroit aforesaid,  in  the 
said  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  that  he  aban* 
donedj  surrendered,  and  gave  up  the  said  Fort 
Detroit,  with  all  the  troops,  regulars  as  well  at 
militia,  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  to  the 
British  forces  under  the  command  of  Major  Gen* 
eral  Brock,  to  wit :  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  Au- 

Sust,  in  the  year  aforesaid.  And  that  during  all 
le  movements  aforesaid,  and  during  ail  the  time 
aforesaid,  to  wit :  from  the  said  seventh  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve  aforesaid,  to  and  including  the  said  six* 
teentb  day  of  August,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  it 
was  of  high  importance  to  the  security  and  sup* 
plv  of  the  said  Fort  Detroit,  and  the  said  army 
01  the  United  States,  under  the  command  ^  tha 
said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  as  aforesaidi 
that  a  (tee  and  open  communication  should  be 
had  and  preserved  between  the  said  fort  of  De- 
troit and  the  said  army  of  the  said  United  States, 
under  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral William  Hull  as  aforesaid,  and  a  certain 
American  settlement  and  military  post  made  and 
established  at  the  river  Raisin,  in  the  said  Terri* 
tory  of  Michigan ;  and  that  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull,  well  knowing  the  prem- 
ises, but  unmindful  of  the  trust  reposed  in  hiniy 
was  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and  unofficerlike 
conduct,  by  suffering  the  enemy  to  interrupt  and 
cut  off*  the  said  communication  between  the  said 
fort  of  Detroit  and  the  said  army  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted States  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  and 
the  said  American  settlement  and  military  poet 
made  and  eatablished  at  the  river  Raisin  aton- 
said,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  aiMenid,t» 
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wit ;  on  tli«  first  day  of  Aoeast,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundnsd  and  twelve  aforesaid,  or 
on  some  other  day  of  the  said  month  of  Auj^ust, 
or  on  some  day  of  the  preceding  month  of  Joly, 
in  the  year  aforesaid ;  also,  by  afterwards,  to  wit : 
on  the  fourth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  afore- 
said^ detaching  Major  Thomas  B.  Van  Home, 
of  Colonel  James  Findley's  regiment  of  Ohio 
Tolunteers,  with  an  inadequate  force  (the  said 
Brigadier  (General  William  Hull  having  suffi- 
cient cause  for  knowing  or  believing  the  same 
to  be  inadequate)  to  attempt  again  to  open 
the  said  communication  between  the  said  fort 
Detroit,  and  the  said  army  of  the  said  United 
States,  under  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier 
€kneral  William  Hull  as  aforesaid,  and  the  said 
American  settlement  and  military  post  on  the 
aaid  river  Raisin,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
aforesaid;  also,  oy  afterwards,  to  wit:  on  the 
eighth  da^  of  August,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  de* 
taching  Lieutenant  Colonel  James  Miller,  of  the 
5th  regiment  of  United  States  infantry  with  the 
Bumber  or  about  the  number  of  five  hundred 
men  to  attempt  again  to  open  the  said  communi- 
cation between  the  said  "Foh  of  Detroit  and  the 
aaid  army  of  the  said  United  States,  under  the 
command  of  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hull,  and  the  said  American  settlement  and  mil- 
itary post  at  the  said  river  Raisin,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan  aforesaid,  and  neglecting  to 
furnish  and  forward,  or  cause  to  be  furnished  and 
forwarded,  the  said  last  mentioned  detachment 
at  or  near  Brownstown,  in  the  said  Territory  of 
Michigan,  on  its  march  aforesaid,  upon  the  ser- 
Tice  aforesaid,  an  adequate  supply  of  provision, 
|[the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  bav- 
Ukf  sufficient  cause  to  know  or  to  believe  that  the 
said  last  mentioned  detachment  was  at  or  near 
Brownstown  aforesaid,  on  its  march  aforesaid, 
upon  the  service  aforesaid,  in  want  of  provisions, 
and  that  they  could  not  prosecute  and  accom- 
plish the  said  service  unless  an  adequate  supply 
of  provisions  was  furnished  and  forwarded  to 
them  at  or  near  Brownstown  aforesaid;)  and, 
also,  by  afterwards,  to  wit:  on  the  fourteenth 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  detaching 
Colonel  Duncan  McArthur,  colonel  of  a  regi- 
ment of  Ohio  volunteers,  and  Colonel  Lewis 
Cass,  colonel  of  another  regiment  of  Ohio  vol- 
unteers, with  the  number,  or  about  the  number  of 
four  hundred  men,  as  well  to  attempt  again  to 
open  the  said  communication  between  the  said 
Fort  Detroit  and  the  said  army  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted States,  under  the  command  of  the  said  Brig- 
adier General  William  Hull  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
aaid  American  settlement  and  military  post  at 
the  river  Raisin  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  aforesaid,  as  to  escort  certain  provis- 
ions from  the  said  American  settlement  and  mil- 
itary post  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  without  issuing, 
furnishing,  and  forwarding,  or  causing  to  be  is- 
sued, furnished,  and  forwarded,  to  the  said  last 
mentioned  detachment  an  adequate  supply  of 
provisions  for  the  service  on  which  they  were 
employed  as  aforesaid^  (the  said  Brigadier  Gene- 
nl  William  Hull  having  sufficient  cause  to  know 


or  to  believe  that  the  said  last  ineiici<Hied 
ment  was  in  want  of  a  further  supply  of  pnnii- 
ions  upon  the  service  aforesaid,  and  that  tkf 
could  not  prosecute  and  accomplish  tl)e  aid  sb- 
vice  unless  such  further  supply  «ras  issne^fv- 
nished,  and  forwarded  to  them.)  wfaerebf  tm 
said  detachment,  under  the  said  Major  Thorn 
B.  Van  Home,  being  encountered  by  the  eaeaf 
with  a  superior  force  was  defeated,  and  retaxsei 
to  Detroit  aforesaid,  without  accomplishing  ikc 
service  on  which  they  were  employed  as  sCdr- 
said ;  the  said  detachment  under  the  said  Li» 
tenant  Colonel  James  Miller,  baTing^  achieved  i 
signal  victory  over  the  enemy  darinis  the  naick 
on  the  service  aforesaid,  at  or  near  Brovailowi 
aforesaid,  were  nevertheless  compelled,  from  tk 
want  of  an  adequate  supply  of  ptovisioB%  is 
abandon  the  service  on  which  they  wereesi- 
ployed  as  aforesaid,  and  to  retam  to  Detnit 
aforesaid ;  the  said  detachment  ander  the  sui 
Colonel  Duncan  McArthur  and  the  said  Gobtd 
Lewis  Cass,  from  want  of  an  adeqoate  sopplf  sC 
provisions  were  unable  to  proseente  and  seesa- 
plish  the  service  on  which  they  -were  employed 
as  aforesaid,  and  were  returnio^  to  Detroit  afore* 
said,  at  the  time  of  the  abandonment  and  sorrea- 
der  of  the  said  Fort  Detroit  and  the  said  anay  sC 
the  said  United  Slates  to  the  British  forces  va* 
der  the  command  of  Major  CSeaeial  Brock  ss 
aforesaid;  and  tinaily,  the  said  comnMuiesn'oa 
between  the  said  Fort  Detroit  and  the  st^  Mrmf 
of  the  said  United  States,  under  the  eoamaadcA 
the  said  Brigadier  General  Wiilnoi  Hail,  and 
the  said  American  settlement  aad  mililarf  post 
at  the  said  river  Raisin,  in  the  Temtory  oC  Mi- 
chigan aforesaid,  by  reason  of  the  said  nef^eets 
and  omissions  of  the  said  Brigadier  Goifiai 
William  Hull  as  aforesaid,  was  and  remained  iir 
terrupted  and  totally  cut  off  by  the  enemy,  ts 
wit :  from  the  said  first  day  of  August,  ia  the 
year  aforesaid,  or  from  some  other  day  ia  thesud 
month  of  August,  or  in  the  preceding  moatkoC 
July,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  to  and  iacludiagika 
said  sixteenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  afoic- 
said. 

Sixtk  ^cificaiiorL — And,  also,  in  this :  Tfcst 
during  the  continuance  of  the  said  war,  so  is 
aforesaid  carried  on  and  prosecuted,  by  aad  l»> 
tween  the  said  United  States  of  America  ui 
their  Territories,  and  the  said  United  Kingdond 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  dependeacin 
thereof,  the  said  Briffadier  General  Wiuiam  HA 
with  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said 
United  States,  under  his  command  as  afonai^ 
having  invaded  and  entered  the  said  Britisb|fov- 
ince  of  Upper  Canada  as  aforesaid,  and  hariag 
declared  and  avowed  an  intention  and  desiga« 
investing  and  attacking  the  said  British  fort 
called  Hdalden,  otherwise  called  Amherstbnrg,  a 
the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  ad 
a  detachment  of  the  said  army  under  his  ooa> 
mand  aforesaid,  led  b^  the  said  Colonel  Leva 
Cass,  and  the  said  Lieutenant  Colonel  Jaa9 
Miller,  having  attacked  jand  repulsed  the  eaofi 
and  seized  upon  a  certain  bridge  over  the  rrftt 
called  the  river^Aux  Canard,  on  the  rooieM^ 
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Iftodwich,  in  the  8ai4  British  prorince  of  Upper 
SaDMla,  to  the  said  British  fort  called  Maiden, 
therwise  called  Amherstbarff ;  yet  the  said  Brig'> 
diet  Gkneral  William  Hull  well  knowing  the 
remises,  and  unmindfal  of  the  trast  reposed  in 
im,  to  wit :  on  or  about  the  eighteenth  day  of 
uly,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
velre  aforesaid,  at  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in  the 
Iritish  province  of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid,  was 
Hilty  of  neglect  of  doty  and  unofficerlike  con- 
act,  by  neglecting  and  omitting  to  adranoe  with 
le  said  army  under  his  command  as  aforesaid, 
>  maintain  or  attempt  to  maintain  the  posses- 
on  of  the  said  bridge  over  the  said  rirer,  called 
le  rirer  Aux  Canard,  and  by  neglecting  and 
milting  to  proceed  to  tne  immediate  investment 
ad  attack  of  the  said  British  fort  called  Maiden, 
therwise  called  Amherstborg,  in  the  said  Brit- 
h  prorince  of  Upper  Canada,  whereby  the  ad- 
anta^e  of  acquiring  and  keeping  possession  of 
16  said  bridge  over  the  said  river  called  the  river 
.Qx  Canard,  as  aforesaid,  was  in^providently  lost, 
id  the  prospect  of  a  successful  investment  and 
Ltack  upon  the  said  British  fort  called  Maiden, 
therwise  called  Amherstburg,  speedily  vanished. 
Seventh  specificatum. — And,  also,  in  this:  That 
iring  the  continuance  of  the  said  war,  so  as 
'oresaid  carried  on  and  prosecuted  by  and  be- 
ve«D  the  said  United  States  of  America  and 
leir  Territories,  and  the  said  United  Kingdom 
f  Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependen- 
ies  thereof,  the  said  Brigadier  Qeneral  William 
lull,  with  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the 
lid  United  States  under  his  command  as  afore- 
lid,  having  evacuated  the  said  British  province 
f  Upper  Canada,  returning  thence  to  Detroit 
foresaid,  in  the  Territory  of  Mtchiean  afore- 
lid,  the  enemy  having  afterwards  taken  posses- 
ion of  the  bank  of  the  said  river  Detroit,  oppo- 
ite  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  and  .thereon  erected  bat- 
Sfies  wherewith  to  attack  and  annoy  as  well  the 
lid  fort  of  Detroit,  and  the  American  poets  and 
alter ies erected  and  established  near  thereto  as  the 
>«vn  of  Detroit,  in  thesaid  Territory  of  Michigan, 
le  enemy  having  also  manifested  an  intention  and 
esign  to  invade  and  enter  the  said  Territory  of 
Eichigan,  and  to  invest  and  attack  the  said  Fort 
Detroit ;  and  the  enemy  having  also,  afterwards, 
I  pursuance  of  »ach  intention  and  design,  land- 
1  at  a  place  called  Spring  Wells,  otherwise  called 
prin|^  Hill,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  said  Fort 
^troit,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid ; 
el  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull, 
'•U  knowing  the  premises,  and  unmindful  of  the 
tisl  reposed  in  him,  to  wit :  from  the  eleventh 
ay  of  August  to  and  including  the  sixteenth 
^y  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
andred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  was  guilty  of  ne- 
leet  of  doty  and  unofficerlike  conduct,  by  ne- 
leeting  and  omitting  to  prevent^  and  to  attempt 
)  prevent,  the  enemy  from  erectmg  the  said  bat- 
ifies  on  tne  bank  ot  the  said  river  Detroit,  op- 
iosite  to  the  said  fort  of  Detroit  aforesaid ;  by 
letfleeting  and  omitting  to  fortify  the  landing 
ilaee  at  the  said  Spring  Wells,  otherwise  called 
ipriog  Hill)  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  afore- 


said ;  and  by  neglecting  and  omitting  to  annoy 
and  attack  the  enemy  on  and  after  his  landing  at 
Spring  Wells,  otherwise  called  Spring  Hill  afore^ 
said,  m  the  Territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid  ; 
whereby  the  enemy  was  enabled  securely  to 
erect  the  said  batteries  on  the  bank  of  the  said 
river  Detroit  as  aforesaid,  for  attacking  and  an- 
noying as  well  the  said  fort  of  Detroit  and  the 
American  posts  and  batteries  erected  and  estab- 
lished near  thereto,  as  the  said  town  of  Detroit^ 
to  invade  the  said  Territory  of  Michigan,  with- 
out opp<^sition  or  loss,  and  to  approach  the  said 
Fort  Detroit,  with  the  air  and  confidence  of  a 
triumph. 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 

Judffe  Advocate. 

WfiDNBSDAT,  January  5. 

The  court  met  at  the  Capitol,  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment.   Present,  all  the  members. 

General  Hull  having  appeared,  the  charges  and 
specifications  were  read  to  him  by  the  Judge  Ad- 
vocate ;  and  being  asked  if  he  was  readv  to  plead 
to  them,  answered  that  he  was,  ana  that  he 
pleaded  not  guilty  to  all  the  charges  and  specifi- 
cations. 


FaiOAT,  March  25. 

All  the  evidence  being  read,  (whether  on  the 
part  of  the  proseeution  or  the  defence,)  applicable 
to  the  first  charge,  and  the  specifications  attached 
to  that  charge,  and  after  due  deliberation  had 
thereon,  the  court  express  the  following  opinion : 

The  accused  having,  in  his  final  defence,  pro- 
tested against  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  to  try 
the  charge  of  treason,  and  the  opinion  of  the  court 
being,  that  the  objection  would  have  been  tenable 
if  the  same  had  been  pleaded  by  the  accused  on 
his  arraignment;  and  believing,  also,  that  the 
court  cannot  acquire  jurisdiction  of  the  ofience 
by  the  waiver  or  consent  of  the  accused,  they  de- 
cline making  any  formal  decision  on  that  charge* 
The  evidence  on  the  subject  having,  however, 
been  publicly  given,  the  court  deem  it  proper,  in 
justice  to  the  accused,  to  say  that  they  do  not  be- 
lieve, from  anything  that  has  appeared  before 
them,  that  Brigadier  Qeneral  William  Hull  has 
committed  treason  against  the  United  States. 

On  the  second  charge,  and  the  specificationa 
attached  to  that  charge,  (after  hearing  all  the 
evidence  and  defence,  and  after  due  deliberation 
thereon,)  the  court  find  Brigadier  Qeneral  Wil- 
liam Hull  guilty  of  the  first,  second,  and  fourth 
specifications  under  that  charge ;  and  also  guilty 
of  the  third  specification  under  that  charge,  except 
that  part  Which  charges  the  said  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral William  Hull  with  ^*  forbidding  the  Ameri- 
can artillery  to  fire  on  the  enemy  on  their  march 
towards  the  said  Fort  Detroit." 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
liam Hull  guilty  of  the  second  charge. 

On  the  third  charge,  the  court,  after  having 

heard  the  evidence,  (as  well  as  the  defence,)  and 

after  due  deliberation,  find  the  said  Brigadier  Gea- 

I  eral  William  Hull  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and 
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nnofl&eerlike  conduct,  as  cbarg^  in  the  first  spe- 
eification  under  this  charge,  in  omitting,  with 
aufiicient  care  and  frequency >  to  inspect,  train,  ex* 
trcise,  and  order,  and  to  cause  to  be  trained,  in- 
spected, exercised,  and  ordered,  the  troops  under 
b.i&  command,  from  the  sixth  day  of  July  until 
the  serenteenth  day  of  August,  1812;  and  acquit 
bim  of  the  residue  of  the  charge  contained  in  that 
specification. 

The  court  acquit  the  said  Brigadier  General 
William  Hull  of  the  second  and  third  specifica- 
"tioBs  of  the  same  charge. 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  Geoefal  Wil- 
liam Hull  guilty  of  the  whole  of  the  fourth  speci-: 
tication  of  that  charge,  except  that  part  which 
^charges  him  with  not  seasonably  repairing^  fit- 
ting,  and  transporting,  or  causing  to  be  fitted,  re- 
paired, and  transported,  the  guns  and  gun-car- 
riages which  were  necessary  to  the  operations  of 
the  war  in  the  said  British  province  of  Upper 
Canada. 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  Qeneral  Wil- 
liam Hull  guilty  of  so  much  of  the  fifth  specifica- 
tion to  that  charge  as  relates  to  neglect  of  duty 
and  unofficerlike  conduct,  in  sufifering  his  com- 
munication with  the  river  Raisin  and  the  State 
of  Ohio  to  be  cut  off,  and  sending  Major  Van 
Home  to  attempt  to  open  the  same  with  an  inad- 
equate force;  he,  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
liam Hull,  havin{(  reason  to  know  or  believe  the 
sume  was  insufficient;  and  the  court  acquit  him 
of  the  residue  of  that  specification. 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  Gknerai  Wil- 
liam Hull  ffuilty  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  specifi- 
cations of  tnat  charge. 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
liam Hull  guilty  of  the  third  charge. 

Satubdat,  March  26. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Pres- 
ent, all  the  members. 

The  court,  in  consequence  of  their  determina- 
tidn  resi>ectin^  the  second  and  third  charges,  and 
the  specifications  under  these  charges,  exhioited 
against  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull, 
and  after  due  consideration,  do  sentence  him  to 
he  ehot  to  death — two-thirds  of  the  court  concur- 
rine  in  the  sentence. 

The  court,  in  consideration  of  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Hull's  revolutionary  services,  and  his  ad- 
duced age,  earnestly  recommend  him  to  the 
mercy  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Monday,  March  28. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Pres- 
ent, all  the  members. 

The  proceedings  having  been  read  over,  and 
uproved  and  signed  by  the  President,  the  court 
then  adjourned  erne  die. 

H.  DEARBORN, 

Preeident  of  the  Court. 
M.  VAN  BUREN. 

Special  Judge  Advocate* 
PHILIP  S.  PARKER, 

Army  Jud^e  Adeocaie^  aee't. 


Artik^lSH 

The  seotenee  of  the  court  is  approved,  aitke 
execatioQ  of  it  remitted. 

JAMES  MAD1801L 

By  directions  of  the  Court  Mtrtial,  tkehn- 
dent  gave  the  following  directions  to  GobdI 
Hull: 

"  Albany,  Alan:&  28,  m 

^  SiB :  You  will  please  return  to  joar  nui 
place  oi  residence  in  Massac husetu,  ud  tbe 
continue  until  you  shall  receive  orden  frM  ie 
President  of  the  United  States. 
^^  Your  humble  servant, 

"  H.  DEARBORN,  M^.  Mi, 
PreeidentiftkeCaaiMaM 

^Bhg.  Gen.  Wm,  Hull." 


Adj't  and  IirspfiOTOR  Gsn'sorrm, 
WaekingkM  ApiU^Mi^ 

OENBRAL    ORDBBB. 

The  roll  of  the  Army  is  not  to  be  lo^ft  &- 
honored  by  having  upon  it  the  nameofBngi£er 
General  William  Hull. 

The  General  Court  Martial,  of  wbieii J^ 
General  Dearborn  is  President,  is  hereby  diwlfti 

By  order,  J.  B.  WALBACfl, 

Ax^utant  (hffd 


NAVAL  G£NKRAL  OMi- 

Navy  DBPABTMBNT,JiiIj29,lSl3. 

The  palpable  and  erininal  iftiaeoQm  Md 
with  the  eneaay's  forcesLbLockadiogan^ii^^ 
the  waten  and  shores  ot  the  UQit6dSMtt|B?|| 
a  military  view,  an  ofifeoee  of  so  <^^^^^  | 
call  for  the  vigilant  interposition  of  alltkelMw 
officers  of  the  United  States.  . 

This  inteteonrae  is  not  only  carried  »Jil^ 
eigners,  under  the  specious  garb  offrieuly  V8|| 
who  convey  provisions,  water,  and  suceoBW" 
kinds,  (ostensibly  destined  for  friesdly  |«M 
the  face,  too,  of  a  declared  and  ri^rou  UmW 
direct  to  the  fleets  andsutionsof  theeiefly)l|'|" 
constant  intelligenoe  of  our  navid  snd  wm 
force  and  preparation,  and  the  meant  of  efli|< 
ing  and  coaducting  the  invasion,  to  tlie  giw^ 
possible  annoyance  of  the  couatry;  bot  (betfv 
traffic,  intercourse,  and  intelligeaee  is  eiinj^ 
with  great  suhtility  and  treachery  by  pw||| 
citizens,  who,  in  vessels  ostensibly  Atrigw  , 
own  waters,  from  port  to  port,  aodei  ^ 
night,  or  other  circumstances  favoring  u^j. 


pitttde,  find  means  to  convey  snceocs  or  ,^ 
gence  to  the  enemy,  and  elude  the  penaity."^ 
law.  This  lawless  traffic  and  i^^^^^^JL^ 
carried  on  to  a  great  extent  in  crafty  wMJ 
pacity  exempts  them  from  the  ^^^^^^j^  ,^ 
revenue  laws,  and  from  the  vigiitnce  ww«fl 
sels  of  greater  capacity  attract.  ^ 

I  am,  therefore,  commanded  by  toe  rt^ 
of  the  United  States  to  enjoin  aod  ^^}^^ 
commanding  officers  to  execeise  thesuw^*^ 
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ftnee,  and  to  stop  and  detain  all  vessels  or  crafti 
vhatsoerer,  proceeding,  or  apparently  intending 
!0  proceed,  towards  the  enemy's  vessels  within 
:he  waters,  or  horering  about  tne  harbors  of  the 
[Inked  States;  or  towards  any  station  occupied 
yy  the  enemy  within  the  jorisdiction  of  the  United 
states,  from  which  Teasels  or  craft  the  enemy 
might  derire  succors  or  intelligence. 

W.  JONES. 

To  COMIiANniMO  OmCBBS 

OfUatwf»orveud$ofU,8.Na9^, 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  BRITISH  FLEET  ON  LAKE 
ERIE  AND  BRIO  BOXER. 


[Gommonicated  to  the  Senate,  Deoember  31,  iai3,] 

NaTT  Departmbnt, 

December  27, 1813. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request^  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  copies  of  the  official  letter  and 
documents  narrating  the  splendid  and  decisive 
rictory  gained  on  the  10th  of  September,  on  Lake 
Erie,  by  the  United  States'  souadron  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  over 
a  British  squadron  of  superior  force,  commanded 
by  a  distinguished  veteran  officer. 

The  effects  of  this  victory  are  no  less  impor- 
tant to  the  national  interest  and  security,  tnan 
the  unrivalled  splendor  of  the  achievement  and 
generous  sympatny  of  the  victors  is  honorable  to 
the  national  character. 

While  the  heroic  commander  of  the  American 
aquadron  justly  merits  the  highest  honors  which 
the  expression  of  the  National  Councils  can  be- 
stow, the  second  in  command  on  that  eventful 
day  appears  to  merit  particular  distinction,  for 
the  important  and  decisive  share  he  had  in  that 

Jlorious  event ;  and  it  is  grateful  in  the  highest 
egtee  to  reflect  that  every  officer  and  man,  on 
that  trying  occasion,  discharged  his  duty  to  the 
nation  with  zeal,  fidelity,  and  honor. 

I  have  the  honor  also  to  enclose  copies  of  the 
official  accounts  of  the  action  between  the  United 
States'  brig  Enterprise  and  the  British  sloop  of 
war  Boxer,  which  terminated  in  a  victory,  which, 
for  brilliancy  and  decision,  it  is  believed,  has 
never  been  surpassed  in  single  action.  The  force 
of  the  enemy,  in  this  case,  was,  if  not  actually 
superior,  at  least  equal  to  that  of  the  Enterprise; 
but  the  comparative  effect  of  the  skill  and  nre  of 
each  proves  that,  had  the  enemy  been  greatly  su* 
perior  in  force,  the  result  must  have  been  the 
same.  In  this  action,  the  gallant  commander  of 
the  Enterprise  displayed  the  highest  degree  of 
skill  and  intrepidity,  and  died  in  the  arms  of  vic- 
tory ;  but  being  mortally  wounded  early  in  the 
action,  was  most  ably  socceeded  by  Lieutenant 
McCall,  whose  conduct  on  that  occasion  it  is 
impossible  to  appreciate  too  hiehly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

W.  JONES. 
Hon.  John  Qaillakd, 

Omrman  Nawd  CmmmfUee. 


U.  S.  BRIO  Niagara,  Lake  Erie, 

September  10, 1813,  4,  P.  M. 
Sir  :  It  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  give  to 
the  arms  of  the  United  States  a  signal  victory 
over  their  enemies  on  this  lake. 

The  British  squadron,  consisting  of  two  ships, 
two  brigs,  one  schooner,  and  one  sloop,  have  this 
moment  surrendered  to  the  force  under  my  com* 
mand,  after  a  sharp  conflict. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  Am;. 

O.  H.  PERRY. 
Hon.  William  Jones. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


U.  S.  BOBOONBK  Ariel, 

•     Pia-dnrBay^  Sept.  13, 1813. 

Sir  :  In  my  last,  I  informed  yon  that  we  had 
captured  the  enemy's  fleet  on  this  lake.  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  give  you  the  most  important 
particulars  of  the  action. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant,  at  sunrise, 
they  were  discovered  from  Putin-Bay,  where  I 
lay  at  anchor  with  the  squadron  under  my  com- 
mand.   We  got  under  way,  the  wind  light  at 
Southwest,  and  stood  for  them.    At  ten  A.  M. 
the  wind  hauled  to  Southeast  and  brought  us  to 
windward;  formed  the  line,  and  bore  up.    At 
fifteen  minutes  before  twelve,  the  enemy  com- 
menced firing;  at  five  minutes  before  twelve,  the 
action  commenced  on  our  part.    Finding  their 
fire  very  destructive,  owing  to  their  long  guns, 
and  iu  being  mostly  directed  at  the  Lawrence,  I 
made  sail,  and  directed  the  other  vessels  to  fol- 
low, for  the  purpose  of  closing  with  the  enemy. 
Every  brace  and  bowline  being  soon  shot  away, 
she  became  unmanageable,  notwithstanding  the 
great  exertions  of  the  sailingmaster.     In   this 
situatiottj  she  sustained  the  action  upwards  of  two 
hours,  within  canister  distance,  until  every  gun 
was  rendered  useless,  and  the  greater  part  of  her 
crew  either  killed  or  wounded.  Finding  she  could 
no  longer  annoy  the  enemy,  I  left  her  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Yarnall,  who,  I  was  convinced, 
from  the  bravery  already  displayed  by  him,  would 
do  what  would  comport  with  the  honor  of  the 
flag.    At  half  past  two,  the  wind  springing  up. 
Captain  Elliott  was  enabled  to  bring  his  vessel, 
the  Niagara,  gallantly  into  close  action.   I  imme- 
diately went  on  board  of  her,  when  he  anticipated 
my  wishes,  by  volunteering  to  bring  the  schoon- 
ers, which  had  been  kept  astern  by  the  li£[htnes8 
of  the  wind,  into  closer  action.    It  was  with  un- 
speakable pain  that  I  saw,  soon  after  I  got  on 
board  the  Niagara,  the  flag  of  the  Lawrence  come 
down ;  although  I  was  perfectly  sensible  that  she 
had  been  defended  to  the  last,  and  that,  to  have 
continued  to  make  a  show  or  resistance  would 
have  been  a  wanton  sacrifice  of  the  remains  of 
her  brave  crew.    But  the  enemy  was  not  able  to 
take  possession  of  her,  and  circumstances  soon 
2>ermitted  her  flag  again  to  be  hoisted.    At  fortv- 
lire  minutes  past  two  the  signal  was  made  for 
"closer  action."    The  Niagara  being  very  little 
injured,  I  determined  to  pass  through  the  enemy's 
line ;  bore  up,  and  passed  ahead  of  their  two  ships 
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and  a  brig,  giving  a  raking  fire  to  them,  from  the 
starboard  guns,  and  to  a  lafge  schooner  and  sloop 
from  the  larboard  side^  at  half  pistol  shot  distance. 
The  smaller  vessels,  at  this  time,  having  ffot  with- 
in grape  and  canister  distance,  under  the  direc- 
tion or  Captain  Elliott,  and  keeping  up  a  well 
directed  fire,  the  two  ships,  a  brig,  and  schooner, 
surrendered,  a  schooner  and  sloop  making  a  vain 
attempt  to  escape. 

Those  officers  and  men  who  were  immediatelv 
under  my  observation,  evinced  the  greatest  gal- 
lantry;  and  1  have  no  doubt  that  all  others  con- 
ducted themselves  as  became  American' officers 
and  seamen. 

Lieutenant  Yarnall,  first  of  the  Lawrence,  al- 
though several  times  wounded,  refused  to  quit  the 
deck. 

Midshipman  Forrest,  (doinff  duty  as  lieuten- 
ant^) and  Sailingmaster  Taylor,  were  of  great 
assistance  to  me. 

I  have  great  pain  in  stating  to  yon  the  death  of 
Lieutenant  Brooks  of  the  marines,  and  Midship- 
man Lanb,  both  of  the  Lawrence,  and  Midship- 
man John  Clark,  of  the  Scorpion ;  they  were  val- 
uable and  promising  officers. 

Mr.  Hambleton,  purser,  who  volunteered  bis 
services  on  deck,  was  severely  wounded,  late  in 
the  action;  Midshipmen  Claxton  and  Swart- 
wout,  of  the  Lawrence,  were  severely  wounded. 

On  board  the  Niagara,  Lieutenants  Smith  and 
Edwards,  and  Midshipman  Webster,  (doing  duty 
as  sailingmaster,)  behaved  in  a  very  handsome 
manner. 

Captain  Brevoost,  of  the  army,  who  acted  as  a 
volunteer,  in  the  capacity  of  a  marine  officer,  on 
board  that  vessel,  is  an  excellent  and  brave  offi- 
cer, and  with  his  musketry  did  great  execution. 

Lieutenant  Turner,  commanding  the  Caledo- 
nia, brought  that  vessel  into  action  in  the  most 
able  manner,  and  is  an  officer  that,  in  all  situa- 
tions, may  be  relied  on. 

The  Ariel,  Lieutenant  Packet,  and  Scorpion, 
Sailinjg;master  Champiin,  were  enabled  to  get 
early  mto  action,  and  were  of  great  service. 

Captain  Elliott  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of 
Mr.  Magrath,  purser,  who  had  been  despatched 
in  a  boat  on  service,  previous  to  my  getting  on 
board  the  Niagara ;  and  being  a  seaman,  since  the 
action  has  rendered  essential  service  in  taking 
charge  of  one  of  the  prizes. 

Of  Captain  Elliott,  already  so  well  known  to 
the  Government,  it  would  almost  be  superfiuous 
to  speak.  In  this  action  he  evinced  his  charac- 
teristic bravery  and  judgment;  and,  since  the 
close  of  the  action,  has  given  me  the  most  able 
and  essential  assistance. 

1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  return  of  the 
killed  and  wounded,  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  relative  force  of  the  squadrons.  The  cap- 
tain and  first  lieutenant  of  the  dueen  Char- 
lotte, and  first  lieutenant  of  the  Detroit,  were 
killed ;  Captain  Barclay,  senior  officer,  and  the 
commander  of  the  Lady  Prevost.  severely  wound- 
ed. The  commanders  of  the  Hunter  and  Chip- 
pewa, slightly  wounded.  I 

Their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  I  have  not  I 


vet  been  able  to  ascertain ;  it  Dost,howere,taie 
been  very  great. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  ka, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

0.  H.  PERRT. 
Hon.  William  Jonbb, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


of  kiiied  and  wounded  on  board  (ftktJM' 
ted  Stated  equadron,  under  eommadtfO.K 
Perry y  E9q.^  in  the  action  of  lOth  S^tak^ 
1813,  viz: 

On  board  the  Lawrmet,  MM. 

1.  John  Brooks  lieutenant  marines. 

2.  Henry  Laab,  midshipman. 

3.  Christopher  Mayhew,  qnartemititer. 

4.  James  W.  Allen,  seaman. 

5.  Joseph  Kennedy,  seaman. 

6.  John  C.  Kelly,  private  in  the  regiouiL 

7.  John  Smith,  seaman. 

8.  William  Cranston,  ordinarf  leamio. 

9.  Andrew  Michael,  seaman. 

10.  John  Hoffman,  ordinary  seaman. 

11.  Charles  Pohig,  seaman. 

12.  Nelson  Peters,  seaman. 

13.  James  Jones,  seaman. 

14.  John  Rose,  seaman. 

15.  James  Carty.  sailmaker's  mate. 

16.  Thomas  Butler,  seaman. 

17.  Wilson  Mays,  carpenter's  mate. 

18.  James  Brown,  seaman. 

19.  Ethelred  Sykes,  landsman. 

20.  Philip  Sharbley,  corporal  of  oifloa* 

21.  Jesse  Harland,  private. 

22.  Abner  Williams,  private. 

Onboard  the  Lawrence, wMiti 

1.  John  J.  Yarnall,  1st  iieutettaBt,sii^uy. 

2.  Dolaney  Forrest,  2d  lieutenant,  m^' 

3.  William  N.  Taylor,  sailingmaster, digWf. 

4.  Samuel  Hambleton,  purser,  severely. 

5.  Thomas  Claxton,  midshipman,  sereieir' 

6.  Augustus  Swartwout,  midshipouDjieT* 

7.  Jonas  Stone,  carpenter,  sligbtl^ 

8.  WilUam C.  Keen,  master-aiarmSjW- 

9.  Francis  Mason,  quartermaster,  sevettiy. 

10.  John  Newen,  ditto,  severely. 

11.  Joseph  Lewis,  ditto,  sliehtiy. 

12.  Bzekiel  Fowler,  ditto,  sTightlT.         . 

13.  John  E.  Brown.  quarter-gttnner,>ewrey' 

14.  Henry  Schroeder,  ordinary  aemi^f^' 

15.  Benoni  Price^  seaman,  severelf- 

16.  Thomas  Robinson,  seaman,  aeTerelT' 

17.  Peter  Kinsley,  seaman,  severelf. 

18.  Nathan  Chapman,  seaman,  severely. 

19.  Thomas  Hill,  ordinary  seaman,  seienff' 

20.  Barney  McCain,  ditto^  severelf. 

21.  William  Dawson,  seaman,  seveielT- 

22.  Westerly  Johnson,  ordinary  seaon,*^' 

23.  Samuel  Spy  wood,  ditto,  sererelf. 

24.  Robert  Hill,  seaman,  slif  hdy. 

25.  Francis  Cummings,  ordinary  seaawj 

26.  Thomas  Reed,  ditto,  severely.         . 

27.  Wm.  Johnson,  boatswain's  mate,seTeit«y 

28.  James  Helan,  ditto,  slighdy.         j^ 

29.  George  CcrneU,  earpenter's  mate,  supr 
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L  Tbomat  Hammond,  armorer,  slightly, 
u  William  Tiiompoon,  seaman,  seTerely. 
I.  Qeorge  Varnnm,  seaman,  severely. 
L  James  Moses,  seaman,  severelr* 
\,  William  Roe,  seaman,  seyereiy. 
I.  Joseph  Denning,  seaman,  sererely. 
!•  William  Daring,  seaman^  severely. 
\  John  Clay,  seaman,  severely. 
L  Stephen  Fairfield,  seaman,  severely. 
I.  Qeorge  Williams,  seaman,  severely. 
I.  Lannon  Hnse,  seaman,  severely. 

•  James  Waddington,  seaman,  severely. 
:.  John  Barnbam,  seaman,  severely. 
!.  John  Btfrdeen^  seamen,  severely, 
r.  Andrew  Mattison,  seaman,  severely. 
r.  Jeremiah  Easthrook^  ordinary  seaman,  sev 
•.  Charles  Vandyke,  ditto,  severely. 
.  William  Simpson,  ditto,  severely. 
.  Jesse  Williams,  ditto,  slightly. 

•  James  Hadley,  ditto,  slightly. 

•  James  Bird,  marine,  severely. 
.  William  Bnrnett,  marine,  severely. 

•  William  Baggs,  marine,  severely. 
:  David  Christie,  marine,  severely. 
.  Henry  Vanpoole,  marine,  severely. 
.  Thomas  Tnfi^  landsman^  severely. 
«.  Elijah,  Barlin,  ditto,  severely. 
'.  John  Adams,  ditto,  slightly. 

•  Charles  Harrington,  ditto,  slightly. 
I.  William  B.  Perkins,  ditto,  slightly; 
L  Nathaniel  Wade,  boy.  severely. 

.  Newport  Hazard,  boyj  slightly. 

I  the  morning  of  the  action,  the  sick  list  of 

Awrence  contained  thirty-one  unfit  for  duty. 

On  board  the  Niagara,  kilkd. 
Morell,  seaman ;  Isaac  Hardy,  ordinary  do. 

On  board  the  Niagara,  tvounded* 
.  John  J.  Edwards,  lieutenant. 
.  John  L.  Cummings,  midshipman. 
.  Edward  Martin,  seaman,  (since  dead.) 

•  Wm.  Davis,  ordinary  seaman,  (since  dead.) 
.  Joshua  Trapnel,  marine,  (since  dead.) 

k  Ron  veil  Hall,  ordinary  seaman. 

.  George  Piatt,  seaman. 

.  Elias  Wile^r,  ordinary  seaman. 

•  Henry  Davidson,  seaman. 

.  John  M.  Strebeck,  ordinary  seaman. 

•  John  Freeman,  ordinary  seaman. 

•  James  Sansford,  seaman. 
»  Thomas  Wilson,  seaman. 

.  Charles  Davidson,  seaman. 
w  Daniel  Ben  net,  seaman. 
.  John  Felton,  boatswain's  mate. 
.  Sergeant  Mason,  marine. 
w  Corporal  Scott,  marine. 
'.  Thomas  Miller,  marine. 

•  John  Rumas.  marine. 

.  George  McManomy,  marine. 

.  George  Scoffield,  marine. 

»  Samuel  Cochran,  marine. 

1  the  morning  of  the  action,  the  sick  list  of 

*Iiagara  contained  twenty-eight  unfit  for  duty. 

On  board  the  Caledonia,  wounded* 
mes  ArtU8|  slightly;  Isaac  Perkins,  slightly;: 
es  Philips,  slightly. 


On  board  the  Somers,  wounded. 
Gbnrles  Ordun  and  Godfrey  Bowman. 

On  board  the  Arid,  killed, 

John  White,  boatswain's  mate. 

Wounded, — William  Sloss,  ordinary  seaman, 
slightly ;  Robert  Wilson,  seaman,  slightly.  John 
Lucas,  landsman,  slightly. 

On  board  the  THppe,  Wounded, 
Isaac  Green,  soldier,  26tti  regiment,  badly ;  John 
Nailes,  soldier,  17th  regiment,  slightly. 

On  board  the  Porcupine. 
None  killed  or  wounded. 

On  board  the  Scorpion,  killed. 
John  Clark,  midshipman ;  John  Sylhamamer, 
landsman. 

On  board  the  Tigreee^ 
None  killed  or  wounded. 

Two  days  previous  to  action,  the  sick  lists  of 
the  small  vessels  contained  the  names  of  fifty- 
seven  men  unfit  for  service. 

BECAPITULATION. 

KiUed.  Wounded.  ToUl. 


Lawrence    - 

« 

m 

22 

61 

83 

Niagara 

. 

- 

2 

23 

26 

Caledonia    . 

. 

. 

0 

3 

3 

Bomers 

. 

. 

0 

2 

2 

Ariel   • 

. 

. 

1 

3 

4 

Trippe 

« 

- 

0 

2 

2 

Porcupine    - 

m 

- 

0 

0 

0 

Scorpion 

m 

- 

2 

0 

t 

Tigress 

- 

- 

0 

0 

0 

Total 


27 


94      121 


S.  HAMBLETON,  Purser. 
O.  H.  PERRY, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 


Statement  of  the  force  of  the  British  squadron. — 
Detroit,  ship,  IQguns,  one  on  pivot,  and  two  how- 
itzers ;  Q,ueen  Charlotte,  ship,  17  guns^  one  on 
pivot;  Lady  Prevost,  schooner,  13  guns,  one  on 
pivot  I  Hunter,  brig,  10  guns ;  Little  Belt,  sloop, 
3  guns;  Chippewa,  schooner,  1  gun  and  two 
swivels. — 63  guns. 

Note. — The  Detroit  is  a  new  ship,  very  strongly 
built,  and  mounts  long  twenty*fours,  eighteens, 
and  twelves. 

Statement  of  the  force  of  the  United  States 
squadron. — Lawrence,  brig,  20  guns;  Niagara, 
brig,  20  guns;  Caledonia,  brig,  3  guns;  Ariel^ 
schooner,  4  guns,  (one  burst  early  in  action ;) 
Scorpion,  schooner,  2  guns ;  Somers,  schooner,  2 
guns ;  Trippe,  sloop,  1  gun ;  Tigress,  schooner,  1 
gun ;  Porcupine,  schooner,  1  gun. — 54  guns. 

The  exact  number  of  the  enemy's  force  has  not 
been  ascertained,  but  I  have  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  exceeded  ours  by  nearly  one  hundred 
men. 


Boston,  September  7, 1813. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  letters  will  give  you  the 
information  of  a  brilliant  victory  gained  by  the 
United  States'  brig  Elnterprise  over  His  Britannic 
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Majesty's  brig  Boxer,  of  coasiderable  superiority 
of  force.  NoihiDff  that  I  can  say  would  add  to 
the  lustre  of  the  gallaat  action,  which  so  decidedly 
speaks  for  itself.  But  I  caanot  restrain  my  deep 
regret  for  the  loss  of  so  raiuable  an  officer  as  the 
brave  Lieutenant  Burrows. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BAINBRIDQE. 

Hon.  WiLLUM  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


Portland,  September  7, 1813. 

8ir:  I  had  the  honor  last  evening  to  forward 
you  by  express,  through  the  hands  of  Commodore 
Bainbridge,  a  letter  received  from  Samuel  Storer, 
Esq.,  Navy  Agent  at  this  place,  detailing  an  ac- 
count of  the  capture  of  the  British  brig  Boxer  by 
the  United  States'  brig  Enterprise. 

I  now  have  to  inform  you  that  I  left  Portsmouth 
this  morning,  and  have  this  moment  arrived  here, 
and  as  the  mail  is  closing,  I  have  on^  time  to  en- 
close you  the  report  of  Lieutenant  McCall,  of  the 
Enterprise,  and  to  assure  you  that  a  statement  of 
the  two  vessels,  as  to  the  damage  they  have  re- 
ceived, dbc.,  shall  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  surveys 
can  be  made;  the  Boxer  has  received  much  dam- 
age in  her  hull,  masts,  and  sails ;  indeed  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  she  could  be  kept  afloat  to  get 
her  in.  The  Enterprise  is  only  injured  in  atr 
masts  and  sails. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  HULL. 

Hon.  William  Jonbs, 

Secretary  cfthe  Navy, 


United  States'  brio  Enterprise, 

Portland,  September  7, 1813. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  unfortunate  death 
of  Lieutenant  Commander  William  Borrows,  late 
commander  of  this  vessel,  it  devolves  on  me  to 
acquaint  you  with  the  result  of  our  cruise. 

After  sailing  from  Portsmouth  on  the  1st  in- 
stant, we  steered  to  the  eastward,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  3d,  off  Wood  Island,  discovered 
a  schooner,  which  we  chased  into  this  harbor, 
where  we  anchored. 

On  the  morninff  of  the  4th,  weighed  anchor, 
and  swept  out  and  continued  our  course  to  the 
eastward.  Having  received  information  of  sev- 
eral privateers  being  off  Monhegan,  we  stood  for 
that  place ;  and  on  tbe  following  morning,  in  the 
bay  near  Pemequid  Point,  discovered  a  brig  set- 
ting under  way,  which  appeared  to  be  a  vessel  of 
war,  and  to  which  we  immediately  gave  chase. 
She  fired  several  guns  and  stood  lor  us,  haviuff 
four  ensigns  hoisted.  After  reconnoitring  and 
discovering  her  force,  and  the  nation  to  which 
she  belonged,  we  hauled  upon  a  wind  to  stand 
out  of  the  bay,  and  at  3  o'clock  shortened  sail, 
tacked,  and  ran  down  with  an  intention  to  bring 
her  to  close  action. 

At  twenty  min«tet  after  3  P.  M.,  wheo,  within 


a- 


half  pistol  shot,  the  firing  e< 
and  after  being  waraly  kept  op,  and  wiAhk 
manoeuvring,  the  enemy  hailed,  and  said  therhii 
surrendered,  aboat  4  P.  M.  Their  colon  iMBg 
nailed  to  the  maau  could  not  b«  haoled  (km. 
She  proved  to  be  His  Britannie  Majciti^sltt 
brig  Boxer,  of  fourteen  ffvaay  Samoel  Blfik 
Esq.,  commander,  who  £A  in  tke  early  put  of 
the  enoagemtnt,  having  reeeired  a  cannon  tkt 
through  the  body.  And  I  ani  sorry  to  add  thtt 
Lieutenant  Burrows,  who  had  gallantly  led  as  n 
action,  fell  also  aboat  the  same  time,  by  a  Bukit 
ball  which.terminated  his  existence  in  eight  how. 
The  Enterprise  suffered  much  in  spars  and  i^ 
nff,  and  the  Boxnr,  both  in  spars,  rigging, aai 
all,  having  many  siiot  between  wind  and  wam. 
It  would  be  doing  injnstice  to  the  merit  of  Mr. 
Tillinghast,  second  Lieutenant,  were  I  nt  id 
mention  the  able  assbtanee  I  reeeired  fna  kin 
during  the  remainder  of  the  engagement, kyks 
strict  attention  to  his  own  division  and  oikr  le* 

firtmentt.  And  the  officers  and  crew,  genenBf, 
am  happy  to  add,  from  their  cool  and  determiaei 
conduct,  have  my  warmest  approbation  and i^ 
plause. 

As  no  muster  roll  that  can  be  folly  relied « 
has  come  into  my  possession,  I  eanaoc  exaulf 
state  the  number  killed  on  board  the  Boxer ;  ta 
from  information  receired  from  the  ofieeisaf 
that  vessel,  it  appears  there  were  between  rwcoty 
and  thirty-five  killed,  and  fourteen  womdcd,  JBd- 
closed  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  won«Mea  board 
the  Enterprise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  vopaet,  air, 
your  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  R.  McCALL,  &mor  Qficer. 
IsjLAc  Hull,  Esq^  Cbinni'g  Naval  Oficer 
on  the  jSastem  ttohbn,  Portland. 


IM  pf  the  kiiled  and  wmmded  an  board  the  IkAd 
8taie»'  brig  Enterpriat,  m  tke  et^t^^etmemi  ntt  tfe 
BrUieh  br^  Bexer,  on  the  Uh  SqOomber^  WX 

Killed. — Nathaniel  Oarren,  ordinary  seamaa. 

Wounded, — William  Burrows,  conamaado; 
since  dead ;  Kerwin  Waters,  midshipman,  mat- 
tally;  Elisha  Blossom,  carpenter^  mate,  siaee 
dead;  David  Horton,  quartermaster;  Rosnii 
Coates,  quartermaster;  Thomas  Orrings,  qm^ 
termaster ;  Benjamin  Oannon,  boatswain's  male; 
Scuiler  Bradley,  seaman ;  James  Snow,seanu»' 
Snow  Jcnes,  seaman;  Peter  Barnard,  ordinny 
seaman;  William  Thomas,  3d,  seaman;  Mi 
Fltzmen,  marine. 

EDW.  R.  McCALL,  Semar  O/kir. 


REMISSION    OF   PENALTIES    AKI^ 

F0RFEITURB8. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  June  16,  1813.] 

The  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  b 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Stepkfi 
Qirard  and  others,  owners  of  the  ships  Geo' 
Friends,  United  States,  and  Amazon,  and  thtf 
cargoes,  respectfully  reports: 
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Tbat'  the  above  named  vessels,  with  their  ear- 
Ifoes,  consistiofi^  of  merchandise  of  the  growth, 
[>roduce,  or  manufacture  of  Qreat  Britain,  having 
left  ports  in  Great  Britain  in  the  months  of  Octo* 
l>er  and  December,  1811,  arrived  at  Amelia  Isl- 
ind,  in  East  Florida,  between  the  22d  of  Decern- 
[>er,1811,and  the  lOthof  February,  1812, and  were 
,ving  in  the  port  of  Fernandina,  in  that  island,  on 
iie  18th  of  March,  1812,  on  which  day  possession 
was  taken  of  the  island  by  Qeorge  Mathews, 
Aoder  a  pretended  authority  from  the  Grovern- 
aaent  of  the  United  States.  Under  the  same 
lathority,  a  localgoverament  was  established  by 
liffl,  and  such  officers  appointed  as  he  deemed 
necessary  to  administer  it.  The  supercargoes  and 
igents  for  the  property  on  board  the  vessels  in 
question,  deeming  their  situation  insecure,  and 
;hat  the  value  of  the  cargoes  would  probably  in- 
rite  hostile  or  predatory  attacks  upon  them  if 
Jiey  remained  in  a  port  where,  within  three  days, 
;he  public  authority  had  been  exercised  under  no 
ess  than  three  different  jurisdictions,  and  eonsid* 
>ring  themselves  as  already,  without  their  own 
kgency  or  consent,  placed,  with  the  property  in 
Jieir  charee,  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  applied  to  Gceneral  Mathews  for  permis- 
ioD  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  under  such  con» 
litions  and  restrictions  as  might  secure  the  prop- 
erty from  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  to  which, 
If  the  then  existing  laws  of  the  United  States,  it 
wovXA  be  exposed  if  imported  into  the  United 
Skates.  General  Mathews  granted  this  request, 
sonsidering,  as  he  himself  expressed  it,  '*  that  the 
ressels  and  their  cargoes  were  already  under  the 
protection  of  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and 
within  the  waters  of  an  integral  part  of  our  com* 
mon  country;"  and  that  they  would  not  therefore 
96  subjected,  by  going  to  Philadelphia,  to  the 
[prohibitions  of  the  non- importation  law.  He 
iirected  that  the  vessels  and  cargoes  should  be 
lelivered  in  charge  to  the  collector  of  Philadel- 
phia, should  so  remain  until  the  determination  ef 
:he  Government  in  relation  to  them  should  be 
cnown,  and  took  bonds  for  the  performance  of 
;his  condition.  The  vessels  left  Amelia  Island 
>n  the  10th  of  April,  1811,  and  arrived  in  the 
river  Delaware,  on  their  way  to  Philadelphia,  on 
;he  19th  day  of  the  same  month,  when  they  were 
leized  by  the  collector  of  the  district  of  Dela- 
irare,  and  were  subsequently  libelled  in  the  dis*- 
;rict  court  of  that  district,  as  liable  to  forfeiture 
for  an  infringement  of  the  non-importation  act. 
The  taking;  possession  of  Amelia  Island  by  Gen. 
Mathews,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  done, 
md  his  aubsequent  acts  at  that  place,  being  aito- 
jether  unauthorized  and  illegal,  the  license,  or 
^rmission  which  he  gave  for  the  vessels  to  pro- 
seed  to  Philadelphia  was  entirely  null,  and  they, 
iriJth  their  cargoes,  were,  of  course,  on  coming 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  sub* 
ject  to  forfeiture* 

These  are  the  material  facts  in  the  cases  repre* 
leoted  in  the  memorial.  The  grounds  on  which 
the  memorialists  ask  for  relief,  are, 

1st.  That  the  lading  of  the  merchandise  on 
board  their  ships,  in  the  first  instance,  was  with- 


out any  intention  to  violate  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  March  1st,  1809,  commonly  called  the  non- 
importation act.  By  the  fifth  section  of  that  act, 
the  ladinff  of  prohibtted  merchandise  on  board  of 
any  vessel  in  a  foreign  country,  with  an  intent  to 
import  the  same  into  the  United  States,  is  made 
penal,  and  subjects  the  merchandise,  and  the  ves- 
sel on  board  of  which  it  is  laden,  to  forfeiture. 
But  the  memorialists  represent,  that,  although 
the  ultimate  destination  of  the  merchandise  was 
for  the  United  States,  yet,  that  it  was  not  their 
intention  that  it  should  at  any  time  enter  the 
United  States  in  contravention  of  the  laws;  that 
their  property  was  withdrawn  from  England  in 
the  apprehension  of  its  insecurity  there  from  an 
approaching  sute  of  war;  and  that  it  was  placed 
in  a  situation  recommended  by  its  supposed  safe* 
ty,  and  by  its  proximit]f  to  the  United  States,  to 
await  the  time  when  it  might,  by  an  expiected 
act  of  the  Government,  be  made  lawful  to  intro- 
duce it  into  the  United  States.  The  intention  of 
violating  the  law,  which  is  what  the  act  oC 
March,  1809,  must  have  contemplated  when  the 
lading  of  prohibited  merchandise  on  board  a  ves- 
sel in  a  u)reign  countryr  was  made  criminal,  is 
disowned  by  the  memorialists;  and  from  all  the 
circumstances,  particularly  in  Mr.  Girard's  case, 
from  the  application  made  by  him  to  Cougress, 
in  the  month  of  March,  1812,  for  permission  by 
law  to  import  the  carso  of  the  ship  Good  Friends, 
thereby  manifesting  his  disposition  to  respect  the 
laws,  and  to  avoid,  in  every  particular,  their  in- 
frineement,  appears  not  to  have  been  entertained 
by  them. 

2d.  That  the  importation,  when  actually  made, 
was  supposed  bv  the  memorialists  and  by  their 
aeents  not  to  be  illegal.  The  powers  which  Gen. 
Mathews  assumed  to  possess  at  Amelia  Island, 
could  not,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  inves- 
tigated by  the  agents  of  the  memorialists  there 
present.  He  pretended  to  have  authority  for 
what  he  did ;  and  exterior  circumstances  may,  in 
some  measure,  have  justified  a  belief,  on  their 
part,  that  his  acts  were  directed^nd  would  be 
sanctioned,  by  the  Government.  The  vessels  and 
their  oarffoes,  on  their  arrival  in  Philadelphia, 
were  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  collector  oi 
the  customs,  and  no  intention  of  a  clandestine  or 
fraudulent  introduction  of  any  part  of  the  mer- 
chandise  can  be  supposed  to  have  been  enter* 
tained  in  the  remotest  manner  by  the  memo* 
rialists. 

Under  these  views  of  the  cases  of  the  memo- 
rialists^ they  would  appear  to  be  entitled  to  relief. 
The  consideration  that  'Congress  has,  by  three 
acts,  passed  at  their  last  session j  directed  the  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  incurred  under  the  same  pro- 
hibitory act,  by  three  classes  of  importers  of  Brit- 
ish merchandise,  to  be  remitted,  strengthens  and 
confirms  this  idea.  But  it  must  be  recollected 
that  several  cases  of  importations  from  Amelia 
Island,  under  circumstances  similar  to  those  stated 
in  the  present  memorial,  have  already  occurred 
and  been  acted  on.  Petitions  for  remission  hav^ 
ing  been  presented  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas^ 
ary,  they  were  granted  under  the  authority  of  the 


2665 


APPENDIX. 


SSK 


RtmMion  of  PetuUHm  and  Fknfiiimrm, 


general  mitigatiBg  act  of  Mareh,  1797,  upon  cer- 
tain conditions,  the  effect  of  which  was,  to  sub- 
ject the  merchandise  to  the  payment  of  the 
doable  duties  imposed  by  the  act  of  July  1, 1812  ; 
and  this  upon  the  ground  that,  as  the  merchao- 
dise  could  not  be  legally  admitted  to  entry  till 
the  remission  took  place,  and  as  this  was  not 
granted  till  after  the  act  of  July  1, 1812,  was  in 
operation,  it  was  equally  consistent  with  equitjr, 
and  with  the  law  then  in  force,  that  the  double 
duties  should  be  made  to  attach  to  the  merchan- 
dise. The  principles  which  governed  in  those 
decisions  were  stated  in  the  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  of  the  1st  of  Febru- 
ary last,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed  to  this 
report.  Those  principles  were  sanctioned  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  are  under- 
stood to  have  been  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
The  same  measure  of  justice  or  of  indulgence  is 
due  to  all  those  standing  in  the  same  situation  ; 
and  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  relief 
prayed  for  by  the  memorialists  in  the  present  case 
should  be  granted  only  on  the  payment  of  the 
double  duties  imposed  by  the  act  of  July  1, 1812 ; 
or,  in  other  words,  on  the  payment  of  such  duties 
as  would  be  payable  on  the  merchandise  if  im- 
ported at  the  time  when  the  act  by  which  the 
importation  already  made  is  legalized,  shall  be 
passed. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  JONES, 
Acting  Sec?y  of  the  Treamay* 

Treasdby  Department, 

June  lUh,  1813. 


To  the  Senate  and  Haute  of  Hepre$entati$fe»  of  the 
United  States  in  Congreee  aeeembled  .• 

The  memorial  of  Stephen  Qirard,  of  the  eity 
of  Philadelphia,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
merchant,  owner  of  the  ship  Good  Friends,  and 
her  cargo;  Thomson  and  Morris,  of  the  same 
place,  merchants,  owners  of  the  ship  Amazon, 
and  of  part  of  her  cargo;  Bryan  d;  Schlatter, 
Sdward  WiUon,  Longstreth  db  Wilson,  William 
8.  Crothers,  and  John  Vauffhan,  the  legal. repre- 
sentatives of  Samuel  MerriK,  lately  deceased,  all 
of  the  same  place,  merchants,  also  respectively 
part  owners  of  the  cargo  of  the  said  ship  Ama- 
zen;  Luke  Tiernan  ^  Co.,  Henry  Shroeder  and 
Co.,  and  Levin  Wetherill,  of  Baltimore,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  merchants,  also  respectively 
part  owners  or  the  cargo  of  the  said  ship  Amazon ; 
and  Jonathan  Ogden,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
merchant,  also  part  owner  of  the  carso  of  the 
aaid  ship  Amazon  ;  and  Ruffan  ^  Rhodes,  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  merchants,  owners  of  the 
ship  United  States,  and  her  caigo,  respectfully 
showeth : 

That  your  memorialist,  Stephen  Girard,  repre- 
sented to  Congress,  at  their  session  in  March, 
1812,  the  circumstances  under  which  his  ship  the 
Good  Friends,  Robert  Thompson,  master,  with  a 
value  cargo  of  the  manufactures  of  England, 
(belonging  also  to  him,)  had  proceeded  from  Lon- 


don to  Amelia  Island ;  and  prayed,  in  eonlKpji- 
tion  of  the  impending  war  betwreen  the  Ihitod 
States  and  Great  Britain,  that  he  might  beyo- 
mitted  to  rescue  his  property  from  the  daagcto 
which  it  was  exposed,  by  placing[  it,  npoa  nj 
terms  that  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  ^kaM 
prescribe,  within  the  protection  of  the  Uairi 
States;  as  will  more  partiealarly  appear  bf  i 
copy  of  the  representation  annexed  to  the  piesac 
memorial.  A. 

That  your  memorialists,  the  owners  of  tk 
ships  Amazon  and  the  United  States,  and  of  lis 
respective  cargoes,  influenced  bf  motires  siaihr 
to  those  which  had  actuated  Mr.  Qirard,  also  l^ 
moved  their  property  from  the  immediate  jiiii> 
diction  and  power  of  the  British  QoverancM. 
and  sent  it  to  Amelia  Island,  as  a  sitnatbiy 
comparative  safety,  in  the  event  of  war.  Ar^ 
reposing  perfect  confidence  in  the  impartiilinr, 
as  well  as  in  the  liberality  of  Congress,  they  ab- 
stained from  addressing  your  honorable  bodyoi 
the  occasion ;  since  the  principle  of  f  oor  dcdsioa 
on  Mr.  Girard's  memorial,  would  aatarally  kt 
applied  to  all  cases  within  the  same  reason  iir 
indulffence  and  relief.  The  ship  Amazon  sailed 
from  Liverpool  about  the  fourth  of  October,  1811, 
and  arrived  at  Amelia  Island  aboat  the  2Wflf 
December  following.  The  ship  United  Stales 
sailed  from  Liverpool  about  the  25th  of  Oeloher, 
1811,  and  arrived  at  Amelia  Island  aboot  tbeS^lh 
of  December  following. 

That  your  memorialists,  while  the  etteoikm  of 
Congress  is  again  claimed  upon  tbh  iaierescing 
subject,  deem  it  proper,  solema/yaad  ezpUeitlj 
to  declare,  that,  although  they  were  demroas  to 
withdraw  their  respective  funds  from  Rn^^d, 
and  to  reap  the  emolument  of  a  fair  trade  in  the 
goods  which  they  had  respectively  ordered,  yet 
that  they  never  did  intend  to  make  the  shipmeau 
in  England,  or  to  import  the  goods  into  aay  dis- 
trict of  the  United  States,  in  violation  of  the 
laivs  of  their  country.  Trne  it  is,  that,  at  the 
time  of  the  shipments,  your  memorialists  aatki- 
pated,  either  as  a  conseqaenee  of  an  adjostawM 
of  the  differences  subsisting  between  the  UwM 
States  and  Great  Britain,  or  as  a  eonseqnmeeaf 
a  formal  declaration  of  war,  that  an  importtfioa 
would,  eventually,  be  rendered  lawful ;  but  they 
utterly  deny  that  the  shipments  were  made  vitt 
a  view  to  an  importation,  in  pmee  or  in  wai^  it 
any  period  of  time,  or  under  any  change  of  ca^ 
cumstances,  without  the  direct  and  positive  aar* 
tion  of  the  American  Government. 

That,  in  connexion,  however,  with  this  dccii^ 
ation,  your  memorialists  respectfully  renaark,  thst 
notwithstanding  the  existence  of  the  non-iapor- 
tation  act,  the  citizens  of  the  United  Sales 
might  lawfully  transport  their  property,  eondst- 
ing  of  British  products  or  fabrics,  from  one  Brit- 
ish port  to  another ;  or  from  a  British  port  to  tkt 
ports  of  any  other  foreign  nation ;  and  aa  nheiisr 
design  to  bring  the  property  to  their  own  boat 
whenever  that  course  might  also  be  lawfully  pv* 
sued,  has  never  been  denounced,  and  can  nenr 
be  justly  denounced,  as  a  subject  for  piasecaui 
I  and  punishment:  for,  if  upon  a  rigid  interpR*- 
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tiott  of  a  doabtful  eiprcssioni  it  has  been  alleged 
;hat  a  penally  is  ineurred,  by  the  act  of  putting 
j^oods  of  British  growth  or  manufacture,  on 
>oard  of  any  ship  or  Tessel,  with  intention  of  Im- 
»ortin^  them  into  the  United  States,  ''against  the 
Kohibition  or  the  true  intent  and  meanine  of  the 
aw,"  even  before  the  goods  hare  been  brought 
rithin  the  jurisdietion  of  the  United  States,  yet 
laither  the  spirit  nor  the  language  of  the  law  can 
>rer  be  so  strained  as  to  affiic  the  same  penalty 
o  the  aet  of  putting  such  goods  on  board  of  any 
Mp  or  ressel,  with  the  qualified,  contingent,  and 
iTowed  intention  of  importing  them,  only  when, 
Mid  after,  the  legislative  prohibition  had  ceased, 
md  the  intent  and  meaning  of  tiie  law  could  not 
losaibly  be  contravened. 

That  your  memorialists  baring,  with  these  un- 
offending dispositions,  transported  their  property 
rom  Bnffland  to  the  port  of  Fernandina,  in  Ame- 
ia  Island,  were  anxiously  but  submissively  wait- 
ng  the  decision  of  Congress  upon  their  case, 
vnen  a  political  revolution  suddenly  occurred, 
vhich  transferred  the  possession  and  jurisdiction 
»f  the  Island  from  Spain  to  the  United  States. 
t  appears,  from  the  public  documents  of  the 
tme,  that,  in  consequence  of  an  insurrection  of 
he  neighboring  inhabitants,  the  town  of  Fernan* 
iioa  surrendered  to  an  armed  party,  calling  them- 
eWes  ^the  Patriots,"  on  the  17th  of  March, 
.812;  that  the  Patriots,  on  the  ensuing  day, 
lotered  into  capitulation  with  General  Gkorge 
iathews,  at  the  head  of  the  land  and  naral 
orees  of  the  United  States,  ceding  to  him  the 
own,  the  harbor,  and  the  adjacent  country,  as 
he  de(>uted  Commissioner  of  the  United  States, 

0  receive  the  cession;  and  that  General  Mathews 
ook  immediate  possession  of  Fernandina,  ap- 
N>iDted  a  judge,  a  collector,  a  harbor  master,  and 

1  notary  public;  and  exercised  all  the  other  func- 
ions  of  gorernment,  civil  and  military,  in  the 
lame  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States. 

That  your  memorialist  are  aware  of  the  disclo- 
ore.  at  a  period  long  subsequent,  of  the  secret  act 
\i  CoDjB^ress,  passed  on  the  15th  of  January,  1811, 
mthonzing  the  President,  upon  the  occurrence  of 
certain  events,  to  take  pcHnession  of  the  territory 
f  inif  east  of  the  river  Perdido,  and  south  of  the 
itate  of  Georgia,  and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  of 
he  commission  and  instructions  issued  to  General 
liatfaewB  and  Colonel  McKee,  jointly  and  severe 
ily,  for  carrying  the  provisions  of  the  act  into 
Iffeet ;  and  of  the  judgment  of  the  President,  that 
General  Mathews,  in  accepting  the  cession  of 
fernandina,  under  the  circumstances  which  have 
wen  stated,  transgressed  the  limits  of  his  eommis- 
lion.  But  your  memorialists,  with  great  defer- 
mee,  observe,  that,  in  a  transaction  to  which  the 
legislative  and  Executive  Departments  of  the 
3k>rernment  had  thus  affixed  the  seal  of  seerecy 
uad  confidence,  a  knowledge  of  the  law  could  not 
»e  acquired,  by  the  ordinary  means  of  informs- 
ion;  and  every  citizen  was  obliged,  every  citi- 
zen was  bound,  to  presume  the  competency  and 
;he  validity  of  General  Matthews's  authority,  sim- 
>ly  because  the  authority  was  exercised.  The 
Il^ommisaioDer  might,  therefore,  be  personally  re- 


sponsible for  his  conduct;  reparation  might  be 
come  due,  as  for  a  riolation  of  the  territory  and 
sovereignty  of  a  foreign  Power ;  and  individuals, 
upon  the  spot,  m\^\il  be  involved  in  losses,  for 
which  no  indemnity  could  be  obtained :  but  it 
will  be  without  precedent,  as  it  is,  most  mani- 
festly, without  principle,  that  the  American  Gov- 
ernment should  take  advantage  of  the  honest  de- 
lusion produced  by  the  public  conduct  of  an  ac- 
credited agent,  acting  under  color  of  a  secret  com- 
mission, to  entangle  its  own  citizens  in  the  net 
of  legal  confiscation. 

That,  as  soon  as  the  rerolution  of  Fernandina 
appeared  to  be  consummated,  by  the  organization 
and  establishment  of  a  government  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  Sutes,  the  masters  of  the 
ships,  belonging,  as  before  mentioned,  to  your 
memorialists,  and  the  supercargoes  charged  with 
the  care  of  the  goods  on  board,  saw  that  the  dan- 
ger and  the  difficulty  of  their  situation  were 
greatly  increased,  without  their  participation  in 
the  cause.  By  an  act  performed  in  the  name, 
and  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
Amelia  Island  had  become  an  American  posses- 
sion; the  ressels  and  cargoes  of  your  memori- 
alists, without  their  intention  or  knowledge,  were 
subjected  to  the  American  jurisdiction ;  the  isl- 
and no  longer  remaining  a  neutral  asylum,  seemed 
to  present  an  attitude  of  defiance  towards  Eng- 
land, as  well  as  Spain;  and  the  rich  accumu- 
lation of  American  property  in  the  harbor  of  Fer- 
nandina, offered  so  strong  a  temptation,  that  any 
other  inducement  was  scarcely  wanting,  to  insure 
a  predatory  visit,  under  whatever  pretext,  from 
some  of  the  belligerent  cruisers  or  privateers.  To 
remain,  therefore,  at  Amelia  Island,  in  this  unex- 
pected change  of  circumstances,  was  thought  a 
wilful  sacrifice  of  the  ships  and  cargoes.  The 
alternative  of  seeking  another  safe  and  peaceful 
port,  in  a  foreign  country,  was  thought  imprac- 
ticable: for,  no  voyage  could  be  undertaken,  with 
a  hope  of  avoiding  capture ;  no  insurance  could 
be  effected,  at  any  rate  of  premium ;  and.  after  all, 
what  port  was  open  for  selection,  to  whicn  the  bel- 
ligerents, with  hostile  views,  could  not  also  resort? 
In  this  dilemma,  it  was  natural,  it  was  proper,  that 
the  agents  of  your  memorialists  should  apply 
for  adrice  and  assistance,  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  United  States,  whose  public  conduct  (then 
deemed  to  be  duly  authorized)  had  contributed  to 
embarrass  them ;  and  let  it  be  remarked,  that,  eren 
if  they  had  been  disposed  rather  to  place  the  pro- 
perty of  your  memorialists  within  the  reach  of 
their  own  Government,  as  an  object  of  confisca- 
tion, than  to  expose  it  to  the  belligerents,  as  an 
object  of  pillage,  the  patriotism  of  the  choice 
might  serve,  in  the  most  unfavorable  result,  as 
some  excuse  for  its  imprudence. 

But  your  memorialists  further  respectfully  rep- 
resent, that  their  agents,  well  knowing  the  nature 
and  obligation  of  the  instructions  which  they  had 
received,  felt  no  disposition,  under  anv  aspect  of 
affairs,  to  enter  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  in 
violation  of  the  law.  Of  the  authority  of  General 
Mathews  to  accept  the  cession  of  Fernandina, 
upon  the  terms  of  the  capitulation,  they  never 
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conceiyed  a  doubt  ^  of  the  Coostitutional  or  legal 
effect  of  the  cession  to  identify  Amelia  Island 
with  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  they  never 
presumed  to  form  an  opinion ;  of  the  public  policy 
and  lawfulness  of  removing^  the  American  prop- 
erty from  Amelia  Island,  they  beliered  General 
Mathews  to  be  a  competent  judge ;  but,  still,  with 
respect  to  all  these  considerations,  they  referred 
their  conduct  implicitly  to  the  order  and  guidance 
of  the  Commissioner}  acting  in  the  name  and 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  as  will 
more  particularly  appear  by  their  address,  and 
his  answer,  of  which  copies  are  annexed  to  this 
memorial,  B,  C. 

That  from  these,  and  other  documents  now 
exhibited,  your  memorialists  are  confident  that  it 
will  be  satisfactorily  proyed  to  your  honorable 
body,  that  the  ships  and  cargoes  belonging  to  them, 
as  before  stated,  were  not  yoluntarily  brought  by 
their  agents  from  Amelia  Island  into  the  United 
States,  with  a  design  to  contrayene  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  act  of  Congress  respecting  goods  of 
British  growth  or  manufacture  $  but  that  they 
were  sent  hither,  under  an  apparentl]^  lawful 
license,  upon  motiyes  of  public  policy,  in  a  ease 
of  necessity,  to  be  disposea  of  as  the  Gtovernment 
should  be  pleased,  eventually,  to  direct:  Thus, 

1.  The  a£[ents  of  your  memorialists,  declaring 
that  they  did  not  wish,  to  violate  any  law,  and 
expressing  a  belief  that  Qeneral  Mathews  pos* 
sessed  sumcient  powers  for  the  occasion,  suggest* 
ed  that  permission  might  be  granted  to  proceed 
from  Amelia  Island  to  Philadelphia,  as  a  place  of 
refuge  and  safety,  under  bonds  to  deliver  the  ships 
and  cargoes  into  the  hands  of  the  collector,  sub- 
ject to  the  orders  of  the  President. 

2.  Qeneral  Mathews,  acting  upon  a  knowledge 
of  his  powers,  and  exercising  his  own  judjg;ment, 
adopted  the  suggestion ;  considering  the  ships  and 
cargoes  to  be  under  the  protection  of  the  capitu- 
lation, by  which  Amelia  Island  was  ceded  to  the 
United  States ;  considering,  on  motives  of  public 
policy,  as  well  as  of  private  justice,  that  the  large 
amount  of  property,  at  Amelia  Island,  would  be 
an  additional  attraction  to  the  belligerents,  and, 
probably,  lead  to  hostilities  at  that  pUce ;  consid- 
ering, that,  in  consequence  of  the  cession,  the 
vessels  and  earffoes  were  under  the  protection  of 
the  flag  of  the  United  States,  in  the  waters  of  an 
integral  part  of  the  common  country;  and  con- 
sidering that,  for  these  reasons,  the  ships  and 
cargoes  could  no  longer  be  subject  to  the  penalty 
of  tne  non-importation  law,  upon  entering  a  port 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  sanction  of  his 
license. 

3.  But,  at  the  moment  of  issuing  the  license, 
bonds  were  exacted  from  your  memorialists,  with 
a  condition,  *Mo  produce,  to  the  collector  of  the 
district  of  Amelia  Island,  within  six  months,  a 
certificate  that  the  cargoes  had  been  delivered  to 
the  collector  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  remain  in 
his  charge  until  the  determination  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  should  be  known ;" 
and,  with  these  bonds,  the  ships  and  cargoes 
sailed,  and  were  actually  consigned  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  under  the 


license  of  a  letter,  which  GhiT«mor 
addressed  to  that  officer,  bearing  date  the  3&««f 
March,  1812.  (D.) 

That  it  is  thus  manifestly  proTed.  that  te 
ships  and  cargoes,  belonging  to  yoor  menaorialii^ 
as  before  stated,  were  sent,  for  safety,  aboat  ihi 
10th  of  April,  1812,  from  Amelia  Island,  intoik 
waters  of  the  United  Sutes,  under  a  poblie  & 
cense,  to  be  delivered  (not  to  their   lespeedft 
owners,  but)  to  the  officers  of  the  GoTeraiaeBt  a 
the  port  of  Philadelphta;  subject  (not   to  tte 
orders  of  their  respective  owners,  t>nt)  to  the 
orders  of  the  President.    The  ships  aad  eaigaa 
accordingly,  arrived  in  the  Delaware,  aboat  ihi 
19th  of  April,  in  their  passage   to  the  port  4 
Philadelphia;  but,  not  withstand  log  the  pecoho 
circumstances  under  which  they-  arrived,  wlAt 
fair  destination  to  the  port  of  the  owners,  ford^ 
livery  to  the  collector  there,  by  the  order  of  Go* 
eral  Mathews,  and,  notwithstanding  the  eoiaia 
and  continued  power  of  thfe  Qovernnient  ofcr  the 
property,  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  as  wdlas 
elsewhere,  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  the  ships  and  cargoes  were  seized,  npoa 
an  alleged  breach  of  the  non-imporutioa  law,  in 
the  district  of  Delaware,  and  carried  to  the  part 
of  Wilmington,  for  trial  and  adjudication.   Aaii 
by  these  proceedings,  your  memorialiats  (withoat 
indulging  the  useless  language  of  complaint)  have 
to  lament  that  thev  are  involved  in  a  /brralaie 
of  the  bonds  which  have  been  given  at  Ametim 
Island ;  that  they  are  deprived  of  the  bcaeSt  of 
the  decision  of  the  Goyernment,  bmd  the  qaes- 
tion  of  admitting  or  excluding  tkt  ships  and  car- 
goes, for  refuge  and  safety,  if  not  for  iapoita- 
tion  and  trade;  that  they  have  been  comp^ed 
to  obtain  a  restitution  of  their  property,  upon 
bonds,  with  sureties,  for  their  respective  interesn^ 
amounting  to  the  aggregate  sam  of  964^,731  8S; 
of  which  the  interest  of  one  of  your  memonalisti^ 
alone,  (Stephen  Grirard,)  amounts  to  the  san  of 
$303,488  83;  that  thev  have  been  oUifed  to 
secure  and  to  pav  the  duties  of  tonnage  aii  wt 
post  upon  their  ships  and  cargoes,  (amoanting  ax 
least  to  a  sum  of  $94,338  11)  even  before  the 
fate  of  the  property  is  ascertained;  auid,  inalh^ 
that  they  are  constrained,  at  a  crisis  of  such  w» 
lie  importance,  to  obtrude  upon  the  time  and  ai- 
tention  of  Congress  a  respectful,  bat  caiae^ 
solicitation  for  relief  from  the  prosecution 
threatens  them. 

And  here  your  memorialists  rest,  with  a 
dence,  which  every  consideration  of  the 
the  justice,  and  the  impartiality  of  Congress  ii 
calculated  to  fortify  and  confirm.  They  hare 
seen,  with  aentiments  of  unqualified  appcoUaB^ 
a  legislative  iaterposition,  to  save  from  lain  of 
heavy  penalties  and  forfeitures,  a  class  of  cdiieas, 
who,  proceeding  upon  a  sioceie,  though  niatate 
anticipation  of  the  alleged  revocation  of  the  Brit> 
tsh  Orders  in  Council,  in  relation  to  the  AaM» 
can  non-importation  system,  voluntarily  and  w- 
lawfully  sent  their  vessels,  and  their  caigoo^  ii 
a  direct  voyage  from  £ngland  to  the  uaitt' 

States.    They  now  present  a  caae,  in  which  n 
importation  into  the  United  States 
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eon tem plated,  pending  the  existence  of  the  non- 
importation law;  in  which  property  has  been 
placed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
by  the  force  of  events  beyond  the  influence  and 
sontrol  of  its  owners;  in  which  the  authority  of 
the  Gbvernment  was  employed  (colorabiy  at  least) 
;o  produce  those  events ;  and  in  which  the  ships 
ind  cargoes  of  your  memorialists,  brought  into 
;he  waters  of  the  United  Stales,  under  the  license 
>f  a  public  affent,  for  the  purposes  of  refuge  and 
jafety,  have  been  unjustly  branded  with  the  of* 
«nce  of  an  illicit  importation  for  the  purposes  of 
rade.  Does  not  the  honor  of  the  Qovernment, 
hen,  equally  with  the  innocence  or  the  misfor- 
ane  of  your  memorialists,  seem,  in  such  a  case, 
o  demand  that  the  claim  of  confiscation  should 
le  effectually  silenced?  A  court  of  law  may 
(oostrue  the  words  of  the  prohibitory  act  so  as  to 
embrace,  in  its  penal  dispensations,  a  contingent 
ind  eventttal  intention,  as  well  as  a  wilful  and 
iirect  intention,  to  import.  A  judge  may  regard 
he  defective  authority  of  a  public  agent  as  no 
othority  to  justify,  or  excuse,  an  acquiescence 
D  its  exercise.  The  equitable  jurisdiction  of  the 
rreasury  Department,  also,  may  be  deemed  in- 
deqaate  to  remit  an  imputed  forfeiture  of  a  na- 
ore  so  complex,  and  or  a  magnitude  so  great. 
tut,  in  Congress,  every  power  resides  to  display 
[le  honor,  the  justice,  and  the  liberality  of^the 
ation,  and  to  Congress  your  memorialists  defini- 
[▼ely  appeal. 

STEPHEN  GIRARD. 

Thomson  dt  Morris,  Longstreth  &  Wilson, 
Wm.^S.  Crothers,     Bryam  db  Schlatter, 
Rugan  dt  Rhodes,     Edward  Wilson*, 

Jn.  Vaughan,  administrator  of  S.  Merril. 

Jona.  Ogden,  by  his  attorney,  E.  Thompiion. 

Pbilaoblpbia,  May  28, 1813. 


A. 

lo  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Rmeeentatktee  of  ike 

United  Statdt  of  Ameneoy  in  tcngrees  aoeembkd, 

the  memorial  of  Stqthen   Girard^  of  the  cUy  of 

Philadelphia,  in  the  State  of  Penneyloaniay  met" 

ehanij  reepedfUUy  ahaweth  : 

That  your  memorialist,  who  has  been  engaged, 
»r  many  years,  in  the  prosecution  of  an  exten- 
ve  commerce,  feels  pride  and  pleasure  in  being 
|>le  to  affirm,  that  the  operations  of  his  personal 
idostry,  and  pecuniary  capital,  have  not,  in  any 
istanee.  been  injurious  to  his  country,  nor  dis- 
»norable  to  himself.  And  at  the  moment  of 
eliciting  your  attention  for  the  object  of  the  pres* 
It  memorial  he  prays  you  to  believe  that  he 
ims  not,  in  any  degree,  to  obstruct  the  policy  of 
le  Government,  nor  to  obtain  from  legislative 
.vor  an  indulgence  which  is  incompatible  with 
gdslative  impartiality. 

Trhat  your  memorialist  perceives,  in  the  exist- 
^  system,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  Brit- 
It  merchandise  into  the  United  States,  a  design 
»  coerce  the  justice  of  a  foreign  Power,  through 
le  medium  of  its  interest ;  but  it  cannot  be  pre- 
imed  that  a  system,  calculated  to  vindicate  the 
ational  rights,  will  be  allowed  to  impair  the  na- 
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tional  resources ;  or  that  the  means  employed  to 
redress  the  wrongs  of  ao  American  citizen,  shall 
be  rendered  the  means  more  completely  to  im« 
poverish  and  oppress  him. 

That,  before  the  prohibitory  system  was  adopted 
aod  enforced,  there  had  been  intrusted,  either  di- 
rectly or  circuitously,  to  the  care  of  British  mer- 
chants, in  Europe,  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
commercial  capital  of  the  United  States,  which, 
upon  the  adoption  of  that  system,  it  became  ob- 
viously the  interest  of  the  nation  at  large^  as  well 
as  of  the  individual  proprietors,  to  withdraw. 
And  although  the  immediate  policy  of  our  Gov- 
ernment prevented  an  investment  in  British  pro- 
ducts or  manufactures,  the  American  capitalists 
were  enabled,  for  a  time,  by  fortuitous  circum- 
stances, to  make  important  returns  in  the  public 
stock  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  stock 
of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
by  bills  of  exchange. 

That  the  efficacy  of  the  prohibitory  system  has 
been  thought,  so  far,  to  require  a  general  restraint ; 
but,  upon  principle,  a  clear  and  satisfactory  dis- 
tinction has  always  existed,  and  must  forever  ex- 
ist, between  the  case  of  the  merchant,  who  seeks 
to  purchase  with  money,  or  on  credit,  British 
produce  and  manufactures,  for  the  current  pur- 
poses of  trade,  aod  that  of  the  merchant  who 
is  forced  jnto  a  similar  investment,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  bringing  home  his  pecuniary  funds, 
which  had  previously  accumulated  in  the  hands 
of  a  foreign  agent  In  the  former  case,  a  new 
source  of  encouragement  may  be  opened  to  the 
British  manufacturer;  but,  in  the  latter,  the  in- 
cidental consideration  of  British  profit  is  lost, 
while  we  estimate  the  more  important  effect 
which  adds  the  fruits  of  American  enterprise  to 
the  active  wealth  of  the  country. 

That,  connected  with  these  views  which  the 
prohibitory  system  alone  presents,  your  memo- 
rialist respectfully  submits  to  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress the  considerations  that  arise  from  an  ap- 
Sroaching  war.  In  contemplation  of  war,  every 
fovernment  endeavors  to  preserve  the  property 
of  its  citizens  from  the  grasp  of  an  enemy ;  and 
even  few  treaties  are  formed,  without  guarding 
against  the  violent  effects  of  a  sudden  rupture^ 
by  an  express  stipulation,  that,  in  such  event,  the 
citizens  of  the  contracting  parties  inhabiting  the 
territory  of  each  other,  shall  enjoy  a  reasonable 
opportunity  to  remove  themselves  and  their  goods* 
The  prohibitory  system  prevented  the  importation 
of  British  merchandise  into  the  United  States; 
but  the  strong  and  continued  indications  of  an 
approaching  war  admonished  every  American 
citizen  to  remove  his  property,  in  any  practicable 
mode,  to  any  lawful  place  or  deposite,  out  of  the 
sphere  of  British  seizure  and  confiscation.  Hence, 
when  it  was  no  longer  practicable,  in  the  ordinary 
modes  of  remittance,  by  biltb  of  exchange,  or  hy 
purchases  of  American  stock,  to  transfer  pecuni- 
ary funds  from  England  to  America;  when  gold 
and  silver  were  scarcely  current,  and  could  not 
be  exported ;  and  when  the  depreciated  state  even 
of  bank  notes,  forbade  the  voluntary  acceptance 
of  any  payment  for  a  debt,  in  the  paper  medium 
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of  the  Kiogdom;  the  AmedcaD  saw  do  other 
prospect,  to  rescoe  his  fortaae  from  the  impeod- 
lag  war,  than  in  investment  in  British  merchan- 
dise, which,  without  offending  English  or  Ameri- 
can laws,  he  might  transport  to  an  asylum  of 
temporary  security,  if  not  of  ultimate  emolument, 
in  some  neutral  country. 

That,  resting  his  hope  upon  these  general 
foundations,  your  memorialist  proceeds,  with  de- 
ference and  respect,  to  represent  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  his  own  case,  in  a  brief  but  dir- 
tinct  narrative,  which  he  is  readv  to  ▼erifV'}  with 
all  the  formalities  of  legal  evidence.  Thus,  it 
has  been  his  course  of  trade  for  several  years 
past,  to  send  valuable  cargoes,  consisting  of  the 
proQUce  of  the  United  States^nd  of  the  produce 
and  fabric  of  the  Bast  and  West  Indies,  in  his 
own  vessels,  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  where, 
the  cargoes  being  sold,  the  greater  portion  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  has  been  invested,  from  time 
Co  time,  in  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and  sent,  in 
the  same  vessels,  to  the  Isles  of  France  and  Bour- 
bon, Java,  Madras,  Calcutta,  and  Canton,  to  pro- 
cure return  cargoes  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia. 
The  proceeds  of  sales,  which  were  not  thus  em- 
ployed, were  remitted  to  London;  but,  in  the 
year  1807,  when  the  embarrassments  and  dangers 
of  neutral  commerce  had  greatly  increased,  your 
memorialist  deemed  it  expedient  to  abandon  the 
scheme  of  circuitous  voyages;  his  vessels  were 
ordered  to  return  immediately  from  Eutope  to 
America,  and  his  consignees  upon  the  Continent 
were  instructed  to  remit  the  whole  proceeds  of 
his  consignments  to  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers, 
and  Co.,  of  London,  for  his  use.  In  consequence 
of  these  arrangements,  it  will  appear,  from  a 
schedule  annexed  to  this  memorial,  A,  that,  on 
the  31st  of  December,  1808,  the  balance  in  favor 
of  your  memorialist,  in  vbe  hands  of  Messrs.  Bar- 
ing, Brothers,  and  Co.,  amounted  to  £33,681  17*. 
sterling;  that,  during  the  year  1809,  the  sum  of 
£131^003  5*.  9d  steriing,  was  remitted  from  the 
Continent  to  the  London  house ;  and  the  sum  of 
J^62,043  16ff.  8(1.,  was  drawn  for  by  your  memo- 
rialist, leavin|f,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1809,  a 
balance  in  his  favor,  amounting  to  £108,642  69. 
Id  sterling;  that,  during  the  year  1810,  the  sun 
of  £69,500  1*.  lid.  sterling,  was  remitted  fVom 
the  Continent  to  the  London  house,  and  the  sum 
of  £45,440  15e.  7d.  sterling  was  drawn  for  by 
vour  memorialist,  leaving,  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber. 1810,  a  balance  in  his  favor,  amounting  to 
£116,771  12*.  6d,  sterling;  and  that,  during  the 
year  1811,  the  sum  of  £Tt;t^  U.  Ad,  sterling, 
was  remitted  from  the  Continent  to  the  London 
house,  finally  placing  in  their  hands  an  aggregate 
amount  of  £154,49d  13s.  M,  sterling,  subject  to 
the  orders  of  your  memorialist. 

That  vour  memorialist  here  prays  leave  to  re- 
mark, that  this  accumulation  of  funds  in  the 
bands  of  the  London  house  did  not  arise  from  a 
course  of  English  trade,  nor  was  it  designed  for 
an  investment  in  British  merchandise.  The  fact 
is,  that  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers,  &  Co.  were  con- 
stituted the  European  bankers  of  your  memorial- 
ist, and  were  instructed  to  make  remittances  to 


him  in  American  stock  and  bank  shaiB.  He 
commencement  of  the  year  1811,  faowcfs,  a- 
hibited  a  crisis  the  most  alarming^.  On  iketK 
hand,  the  hope  of  obtaining  satisfactory  lenl- 
tances  from  England  vanished  ;  w^hile,  si  (k 
other,  the  prospect  of  inevitable  wrar  semid  n 
p^t  at  hazard  the  property  itself.  la  this  anir 
tion,  your  memorialist  determined  to  dest  hii 
European  transactions,  and  to  collect,  at  a  ymt. 
nearer  to  his  home,  his  varioos  pecuniary  it- 
sources.  In  the  fulfilment  of  this  detenoiaiMa 
he  employed  the  proper  agents,  and  the  resalt  hi 
been  the  investment  of  a  part  of  his  fuadsii 
American  stock,  and  bank  shares ;   of  aaolhi 

Krt  in  British  merchandise ;  aad  still  leavii^  t 
lance  of  £40,639  4f.  2d.  sterling,  in  his  fM, 
in  the  hands  of  Barioff,  Brothers,  ^  Co. 

That  your  memorialise,  with  a  more  paifieahi 
view  10  the  relief  that  he  sceks^  farther  npie- 
sents  that  the  British  merehaadiae  th«s  piocHcd 
and  specified  in  the  statement  mariced  R  \Km% 
not  yet  received  the  original  iaToieea^  was  sUf- 

£ed  on  board  his  vessel  called  the  Good  Fiimi^, 
Lobert  Thompson,  master,  which  sailed  about  iki 
4th  of  January,  1812,  from  the  port  of  Laata, 
for  Amelia  Island,  Rio  Janeiro,  aM  PfulaMphii; 
the  last  place  beinff  mentioned  in  the  eicanaee, 
because  Captain  Thompsoa  had  given  bond  ii 
land  certain  articles  there,  Tix:  three  aaeboia 
twenty-five  boxes  of  sheathing  copper,  aatf  two 
barrels  patent  copper  sheathing  naib^  Mceadsrf  lor 
the  use  of  my  ships ;  that  the  vesse/  arriwed  at 
Amelia  Island  about  the  9th  of  Fehroary,  and 
that  she  there  lies  with  her  cugis  cMKtiittiag, 
together,  a  property  amounting,  as  pet  statement, 
to  £^,943  19ir.  Id.  sterling,  exposed  to  tem^esis 
and  fire,  to  felonious  depredations,  and  bosiik 
capture. 

And  now  your  memorialist,  having  shown  the 
origin  and  progress  of  the  present  transactioo,  by 
which  he  has  rescued  his  property  from  tbe  pos- 
session of  a  contemplated  enemy,  at  the  eve  of  a 
public  war,  presumes  most  eavnesily,  thoo^ttost 
respectfully,  to  hope,  that  be  may  be  peranSKd,!!- 
so,  to  reeoue  it  from  the  existing-  danger,  by  fkehg 
it,  upon  any  terms,  within  the  jorisdietioa,  Mdaa- 
der  the  protection,  of  the  United  Stases.  I^nsi- 
witbstanding  the  peculiar  ciicoaiscanoei  of  th* 
case,  it  shall  be  deemed  inexpedient  to  admit  ha 
vessel  and  cargo  to  a  general  entry,  he  ooBeMn 
with  praying  that  they  may  be  admitted  laiili 
refuge  in  the  possession  of  the  revenne  ofteeistf 
any  port  of  the  United  States,  nncil  a  seassa  rf 
greater  safety. 
PaiLAOBLrBtA,  March  ^  1818. 


Egplanakiry  SUdememi^X. 
These  several  years  past,  I  hare  beea  ia  Ar 
habit  to  ship,  on  my  account,  cargoes  eonsisn^ 
of  produce  of  the  United  States,  and  other  so- 
cles of  India,  West  India,  dkc.,  to  the  coatisc^ 
of  Europe.    Those  shipments  hare  been  disptfd 
of,  at  their  respective  destinations,  by  the  c** 
signees;  and,  in  many  instances,  the  gTCi^ 
part  of  their  proceeds  were  invested  in  §fii*^ 
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led  dollars,  dte.,  and  shipped  on  board  of  my 
w  or  ressels  for  the  I«les  of  France  and  Boor- 
,  Java,  Madras,  Calcatta,  and  Caoton,  and 
k  to  this  port.  The  residue  of  the  net  pro- 
is  of  the  origtoal  cargoes  was  remitted,  from 
e  to  time,  to  my  London  friends,  until  July, 
7,  when  the  iocreasinjr  diffieolttes  compelled 
to  order  my  ships  .back  direct  from  said  con- 
•nt  of  Europe  to  this  port,  and  to  request  my 
Bignees  to  remit  my  funds  to  Messrs.  Baring, 
tthers,  db  Co.^  merchants,  of  London,  subject 
By  order,  as  it  appears  by  the  following  state- 
it,  viz : 

^n  the  3l8t  of  December,  1808,  balance  in  ray 
>r  in  the  hands  of  the  Losdon  house  £33,681 
sterlinff* 

^uriag  the  year  1809,  £131,003  5«.  OdL  sterling, 
e  remitted  from  Amsterdam,  dtc..  to  the  Lon- 
house,  and  my  bills,  dbo.,  on  said  house,  dur- 
that  year,  amounted  to  £62,043  16«.  Bd. 
a  the  31st  December,  1800,  balance  in  my 
>r,  £102,642,  6a.  Id. 

i  the  year  1810,  remittances  from  the  Conti- 
t,  amonniing  to  £59,500  U,  lid.  sterling,  were 
le  on  my  account,  and  the  amount  of  my  bills, 
p  during  that  year,  £45,440  15t.  7d. 
balance  in  my  favor,  on  3lst  December,  1810, 
6,701  12a.  5(t  sterling. 

'be  remittances  made  on  my  account,  in  the 
r  1811,  by  my  consignees,  on  the  continent  of 
ope,  to  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers,  &  Co., 
(unted  to  £77.794  la.  id. 
'he  lowness  or  exchange  on  England,  with  the 
easing  danger  and  difficulties  which  our  com- 
ce  experienced  in  Europe,  together  with  the 
irent  gradual  depreciation  of  British  sterling 
k  notes,  and  the  rumors  of  war  "between  this 
utry  and  some  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  ren- 
id  me  very  uneasy,  particularly  as  I  had  not 
ived  those  remittances  which  I  had  requested 
London  friends  to  make  me  in  American 
ks  and  in  United  States'  Bank  shares.  After 
litating  as%  these  unfavorable  prospects,  in 
r  kst  I  decided  to  liquidate  the  unsettled 'bu- 
ss which  I  had  on  the  eoatinent  of  Europe, 
to  draw  from  there  and  from  England  all  the 
3s  which  I  had  in  those  countries.  For  that 
Mse,  I  appointed  two  confidential  agents ;  one 
It.  Charles  N.  Bancker,  a  competent  iodge  of 
goods,  whom  I  furnished  with  a  letter  of 
lit  on  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers,  db  Co..  of 
idon,  for  £50,000  sterling,  to  be  invested  in 
dsh  manufactures,  to  be  shipped^  on  my  ac- 
nt,  on  board  of  my  ship  Good  Friends.  The 
sr  agent  was  Mr.  Josepn  Curwen,  a  merchant 
:his  city,  whom  I  invested  with  my  general 
rer  of  attorney  to  settle  all  my  European  busi- 
ly and  to  remit  me  my  funds  as  fast  as  praeti- 
ie.  That  gentleman  was  also  authorized  to 
lish  Mr.  Charles  N.  Bancker  with  an  addi^ 
lal  sum  of  £10,000  sterling,  to  be  also  invested 
British  manufactures,  if  he  should  judge  ad* 
ible. 

Ir.  Charles  N.  Bancker  went  from  New  York, 
f  in  August,  1811,  to  England,  where  he  at- 
ed  the  business  allotted  to  him.    Mr.  Joseph 
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Curwen  sailed  from  the  river  Delaware,  on  or 
about  the  1st  of  August  laat,  in  my  ship  Qood 
Friends,  Robert  Thompson,  master,  for  Lisbon; 
there  attended  to  the  sales  of  that  ship's  cargo, 
consisting  of  flour ;  went  to  Cadiz  od  business  of 
his  own ;  and  from  there  proceeded  to  London, 
where  he  arrived  in  October  last,  superintending 
my  interest,  and  investing  funds,  on  my  account, 
in  American  6  per  cent,  stock,  at  12  per  cent, 
above  par,  and  United  States'  Bank  shares  at 
about  £94 10s.  per  share,  to  the  amount  of  £153^ 
856  9s.  7d.  sterling,  including  £66,943  \9$.  Id. 
sterling  amount  of  British  manufactares  selected, 
purchased,  and  shipped,  on  mry  aecount,  by  Mr* 
Charles  N.  Bancker,  dbc,  on  board  of  the  ship 
Qood  Friends,  Robert  Thompson,  master. 

On  or  about  the  20th  of  November  last,  Mr. 
Joseph  Curwen  went  from  England  over  to  the 
continent  of  Ekirope,  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
my  concerns  at  Hamburg,  Riga,  and  Sweden. 

Mr.  Charles  N.  Bancaer  sailed  from  Ports- 
mouth, England,  passenger  on  board  of  the  ship 
Good  Friends,  on  the  4tn  of  January  last.  At  his 
departure  from  the  country,  there  wa«  still  a  bal- 
ance in  my  favor  of  £40,639  4«.  2d.  sterling  in 
the  hands  of  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers,  db  Co. 

The  funds  which  I  had,  and  still  have,  in  Eng^ 
land,  result  altogether  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
shipments  on  my  account,  which  I  have  con- 
signed to  my  agents  on  the  continent  of  Euro^, 
who,  after  having  sold  my  foods^  have  remit- 
ted their  proceeds  to  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers, 
dbCo. 

The  foregoing  statement  of  the  yearly  balance 
doe  me  by  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers,  dt  Co.,  of 
LoadoB,  ever  since  the  31st  of  December,  1808, 
may.  at  all  times,  be  proved  by  my  books;  also, 
by  the  accounts  current  which  I  have  received 
from  that  house;  their  correspondence  with  me; 
and  by  the  several  accounts  of  sales,  accounts 
current,  and  letters  received  from  my  agents  and 
consignees,  of  my  shipments  to  said  continent  of 
Europe. 

The  ship  Gtood  Friends,  Robert  Thompson, 
master,  with  a  cargo  of  British  manufactureii 
amounting  to  £66,M3  19s.  1<2.,  including  three 
anchors,  Scathing  copper,  copper  nails,  bunting, 
and  other  articles,  for  the  use  of  my  snips,  was 
cleared  out  in  London,  for  Amelia  Island,  Rio 
Janeiro,  and  Philadelphia.  Sailed  from  England 
on  the  4th  of  January  last,  and  arrived  at  Amelia 
Island  on  the  9lh  ultimo.  Capt.  Robert  Thomp- 
son having  been  compelled  to  give  a  bond  for  the 
landing^  of  the  copper  and  anchors  in  a  port  of 
the  United  States,  is,  as  I  am  informed,  the  causa 
which  has  induced  the  collector  of  the  British 
customs  to  insert  Philadelphia  in  the  clearance  of 
said  ship. 

My  ship  €k>od  Friends  and  cargo,  at  Amelia 
Island,  being  subject  to  loss  by  tempest,  fire,  cap- 
ture, ^c,  I  am  anxious  to  secure  that  valuable 
property  in  a  place  of  safety,  by  being  permitted 
to  order  said  ship,  with  her  cargo,  round  to  this 
port ;  here  to  enter  said  cargo  for  exportation,  and 
to  have  the  same  landed  and  stored  under  the  care 
1  of  the  custom-house,  except  the  three  anchors,  the 


2667 


APPENDIX. 


2S6I 


iZefumion  of  PenaUiet  a$ul  FbrfeHure$* 


sheathing  copper,  and  copper  nails,  a  small  bail 
of  banting,  four  night  glasses,  with  several  charts, 
amount inff  to  X1,S33  IBs.  sterling,  which,  being 
intended  for  the  use  of  my  ships,  part  of  them  are 
DOW  wanted  for  a  new  ship  which  I  am  fitting 
out. 

Statement  of  Stephen  GirarcTt  account  with  Meeera. 
Baring,  Brothera,  4*  Co.,  of  London. 

1808,  December  31.  Balance  in  favor  of  8^phen  6i- 
raid £83,681  17    0 

1809.  December  31.  Remittances  from 
the  Continent,  made  them  by  Hope 
A  Co.,  ^cc,  on  Stephen  Oirard's 

account,  during  tills  year,  together    131,008    5    9 


Deduct  for  snndiy  of  my  drafts  on 
them,  and  payments  they  made  on 
my  account,  during  this  year 


164,686    2    9 
62,043  16    8 


Balance  due  Stephen  Girard,*31st  De- 
cember, 1809        ... 

1810.  December  31.  Remittances  from 
the  Continent,  dec,  made  them  on 
Stephen  Girard's  account,  during 
this  year 


Deduct  for  sundry  of  my  drafts  on 
them,  and  payments  made  on  my 
account^  during  this  year 


.   102,642    6     1 


59,500     1  11 


45,440  15    7 


1811.  January  1.  Balance  due  Ste- 
phen Girard,  31st  December,  1810     116,701  12    5 

December  31.  Amount  of  remittances 
receiTed  by  them  on  my  aceount 
from  the  Continent,  dec,  during  the 
year  1811. 


Deduct  amount  of  my  drafts  on  them, 
their  remittances  in  bank  and  Uni- 
ted States  stodi,  paymente  made 
to  Mr.  Charles  N.  Bancker,  dtc,  du- 
ring the  year  1811,  and  up  to  the 
8th  Januaiy,  1812 


77,794     1    4 
194,495  18     9 


-   153,856    9    7 


Balance  due  to  Stephen  Girard  on  the 
8th  January,  1812 


-  £40,639    4    2 


B. 

3b  Oenerai  George  Matheufa,  ComnUaaionw  of  the 

United  Statea. 

We,  the  undersigned,  roasters  and  supercar- 
goes of  the  following  American  vessels  and  their 
cargoes,  viz:  the  ship  United  States, of  Philadel- 

J»hia.  James  Qirdon,  master,  George  Rui^an,  affent 
or  tne  owners ;  the  ship  Amazon,  of  New  l^rk, 
George  R.  Turner,  master,  and  agent  for  con- 
aignees  and  owners;  the  ship  Gk)od  Friends,  of 
Philadelphia,  Robert  Thompson,  master,  and 
William  Adgate,  supercargo;  being  under  great 
apprehension  for  the  safety  of  the  vessels  and 
property  under  their  charge,  are  induced  thus  to 
offer  you  a  statement  of  their  cases. 
The  ship  United  States  arrived  at  Amelia  on 


the  25th  of  December,  1811,  from  Lirerpool.  vidi 
a  cargo  consisting  of  crates  of  eartbenwaR  al 
blankets,  the  property  of   Ruicmn  and  RMi^ 
merchants  and  citizens  of  the  United  Statei,ici> 
dent  in  Philadelphia ;  the  ship  Anaazon  airifBd 
at  Amelia  on  the  22d  of  December,  from  liiv- 
pool,  with  a  cargo  of  dry  goods    belongiof  H 
citizens  of  the  United  8t|ites,  reaidiBg  in  PUb 
delphia.   New  York,  and  Baltimore ;   the  tbf 
Grood  fi*riends  arrived  at  Amelia  oa  the  lOiiifl 
February,  from  London,  with  a  cargo  of  dry  geii 
belonging  to  Mr.  Stephen  Girard,  a  citizea  tf 
the  l^ited  States,  and  resident  merchant  in  Pki- 
adelphia. 

The  undersigned  beg  leave  to  «tate  that,  kf 
reason  of  the  non-importation  law,  tbey  eoaki  mi 
enter  the  waters  of  the  United  States.  la  eoas- 
quence  of  which,  they  came  here  to  wait  estfl 
they  could  be  legally  admitted  ;  baring  miiaed 
here  from  the  dates  above-men tiooed,  vitk  ill 
their  careoea  on  board,  which  'will  appear  bi  the 
bills  of  lading,  and  other  docoments,  uatn  tbt 
late  occorrencea,  which  have  placed  our  vench 
and  property  under  the  protection  of  the  Uniiii 
States.  That  they  are  iearfal  tbat,  ia  the  evot 
of  hostilities  being  commenced,  and  this  being  ik 
seat  of  war,  the  property  may  not  be  safe  is  its 
present  situation.  Not  wishing  to  violate  tay 
law,  and  deeming  you  authorized,  we  are  iodaccd, 
for  the  safety  of  the  property  in  qoestioa,  to  re- 
quest permission  from  you  to  piocted  to  tkepoti 
of  Philadelphia,  under  such  coodithms  andie* 
tttrictions  as  shall  secure  tbe  ^penr  from  the 

C^naltiea  which  might  arise  ooc  of  the  exisiing 
wsof  the  United  States.  AgiceabLy  to  yoai 
request,  we  lay  before  you  tbe  amoont  of  ibe  ew- 
goes,  as  far  as  they  can  at  present  be  aseeitaiaii 
which  we  suppose  will  amount  in  all  to  abstf 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

JAMBS  GIRDON, 
GEORGE  DUGAN. 
GEO.  R.  TURNER, 
ROBERT  THOMPSOli, 
WILLIAM  ADGATS. 
Fbbnandina,  Amblia^ 

AurcA  S6, 1812. 

Bales  195,  wooUeos,  consisting  of  point  blankflii,aa* 

mon  cloths,  and  flannels,  about  -  X  15,000  I  i 
Csses  34,  thicksets,  velveteens,  and 

cords    ------ 

Cases  60,  dimities    •        -        •«        - 
Fifty-two  trunks  one  hundred  and 

twenty-eight  csses  calicoes    - 
Csses  li,  checks      -        .        -        • 
Csses  10,  cotton  counterpanes  - 
Truidcs  20^  cotton  umbrellas     - 
Csses  28,  cotton  cassiineres,  buiT  and 

blue  nankeens      -       .       •        • 
Trunks  80,  ootton  hosiery 
Twenty-seven  bales  Ibrty-eight 

cotton  shirtings     -       -       - 
One  handred  and   thirty-four 

thirty-two  trunks  colored  muslins, 

gittghamsy  haadkerchiefi^  Ate 


3,100   •  • 

MOO  0  • 

15,000  •  • 
8S0  0  i 
480  #  0 

400  0  ij 


0 
0 


6,566    5 


1. 
1. 


16,460   t^l 
X64»S36  i« 
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Twenty  mats  win 

Three  ceeks  wiie 

Fifty  bexreb  dry  white  lead 

Pifty  kegi  diy,  ground  in  oil 

Bight  CMke  lithai^ge 


1,044  16    6 


£65,380  0  9 
Amonnt  of  copper,  6cc^  pnrcheeed  by 

WilUam  Adgate,  about  -        •                1,668  18  4 

£66,943  19  1 


C. 

Fbrnandina,  March  27, 1812. 

Gbntlsmen:  I  hare  received  year  statement, 
ind  do  not  hesitate  as  to  the  justice  and  reason 
if  yoar  request ;  but  wish,  for  your  own  interest, 
18  well  as  for  public  satisfaction,  that  the  mode 
inay  be  varied ;  which  mav  be  done  without  miii* 
(a ting  against  the  essential  part  of  your  petition. 
.  In  your  address  to  me  I  should  prefer,  to  the 
present  form,  your  briefly  stating  the  names  of 
:he  ships,  owners,  amonnt  of  cargo,  the  port  last 
'rom,  and  date  they  were  riding  at  anchor  in  these 
Mraters,  under  the  protection  of  the  Spanish  flag, 
rhen,  on  the  17th  instant,  the  flag  was  chaaj^ed 
^Y  articles  of  capitulation  with  the  late  Patriots 
tt  this  district,  and  their  flag  hoisted ;  that,  in  the 
^foresaid  articles,  protection  is  afforded  to  ship- 
ling  and  merchandise  of  every  description,  and 
hat.  by  the  cession  of  the  Patriots  of  this  district, 
m  the  18th,  to  the  United  States,  through  me,  as 
United  States'  Commissioner,  I  have,  in  my  offi* 
liad  capacity,  guarantied  the  obseryance  of  the 
sapitniation';  that,  unless  my  interference  is  af- 
brded  in  the  way  and  manner  you  point  out,  you 
expect  the  consequences  you  appear  to,  and  I 
lave  no  doubt  really  dread  for.  I  fully  concur 
a  opinion  with  you.  that  the  large  amount  of 
property  here  would  oe  an  additional  incitement 
o  the  belligerents  to  visit  this  place^  and  am 
lesirous  to  remove  every  source  which,  in  its  con- 
equeoces,  might  lead  to  hostilities.  I  shall,  how- 
iver,  require  that  a  schedule  of  the  property  re- 
aoved  be  given,  and  that  you  enter  into  bonds 
,nd  securitv  to  the  President  of  the  Uaited  States, 
hat  your  snips  and  cargoes  shall  be  under  the  di- 
ection  and  control  of  the  collectors  of  the  ports 
0  which  your  ships  may  be  destined,  until  fur- 
her  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
r  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

1  am,  gentlemeu,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  MATHEWS. 

Messrs.  J.  Girdon,  G.  Rugan,  G.  R.  Turner, 
L  Thompson,  and  W.  Wingatb. 


D. 
East  Florida,  March  31, 1812. 

Dbar  Sir:  A  revolution  has  lately  been  ef- 
scted  in  Bast  Florida,  and  the  late  province, 
rith  the  exception  of  the  town  and  citadel  of  St. 
Lngustine.  eeded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
onstituted  local  authorities,  through  me,  as  Uni« 
Bd  States'  Commtiaioner. 


Previous  to  the  cession,  the  ship  Good  Friends, 
owned  by  Stephen  Girard,  merchant,  of  Phila- 
delphia, of  which  Robert  Thompson  is  master, 
from  London,  was  riding  at  anchor  in  the  Span« 
ish  waters  of  Amelia  river,  laden  as  per  manifest 
enclosed  will  appear,  when,  on  the  16th  iastant, 
the  Patriots  summoned  the  town  of  Fernandina 
to  surrender.  It  capitulated  on  the  17th  instant, 
and,  on  the  18th,  the  Patriots  ceded  an  extensive 
district,  including  the  town,  waters,  and  islands, 
to  the  United  States,  through  me,  as  United 
States'  Commissioner.  In  that  capacity,  by  vir- 
tue  of  powers  vested  in  me,  I  took  possession, 
with  a  detachment  of  United  States  troops,  to 
hold  and  defend  the  same  for  the  United  States, 
stipulating,  in  my  acceptance  of  the  cession,  to 
observe  inviolate  the  articles  of  capitulation  of 
Fernandina,  which  affords  protection  to  property 
of  every  description— *a  copy  of  which  has  been 
duly  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  I 
forwarded,  with  others,  a  statement  of  the  lead- 
ing circumstances  that  relate  to  this  ship  and 
cargo.  Having  a  full  conviction  that  neither 
the  ship  nor  cargo  will  be  subject  to  the  penalties 
of  the  non-importation  and  non-intercourse  laws, 
in  consequence  of  her  entering  a  port  or  ports  of 
the  United  States,  I  have,  for  the  following  rea- 
sons and  circumstances,  thought  proper  to  grant 
permission  for  her  to  proceed  to  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia. I  consider  her  now  to  be  under  the  pro- 
tection and  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the 
waters  of  an  integral  part  of  our  common  country. 

I  have  taken  bond  and  security  for  the  amount 
of  forty-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars,  that  the  vessel  and  the  whole  of  the  cargo 
shall  be  delivered  in  charge  to  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  until  the  determination  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  be  known, 
as  relates  to  her  case,  and  that  the  ship  and  cargo 
shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  collector. 

Besides  the  justice  of  the  measure  I  have  adopt- 
ed, in  ordering  her  a  clearance,  I  think  good  policy  , 
dictates  the  propriety  of  the  measure  at  this  crisis: 
for  she,  with  others  under  exactly,  and  some  un- 
der nearly,  similar  circumstances,  would  probably, 
if  they  remained  here,  invite  the  attack  of  pirati- 
cal marauders,  and  perhaps  the  belligerents,  the 
sooner  to  make  this  place  the  theatre  of  hostihties. 

I  am,  respectfully,  dear  sir,  yours,  ^c, 

GEO.  MATHEWS. 

To  John  Steele, 

Collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia. 
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[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Januaiy,  16,  1814. 

7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statee: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Acting 
SecreUry  of  the  Treasury,  complying  with  their 
resolution  of  the  11th  instant. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 
January  15, 1814. 
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TRSAflORY  Dbpabtmskt,  Jotu  IZ,  1814. 

Sir  :  In  pursnanee  of  the  resolation  of  Cod- 
|re88,  of  the  19th  of  Mareb,  1812,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  employ  a  person  to 
digest,  and  reduce  to  such  form  as  shall  be  roost 
conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States, 
a  statement  of  the  number,  nature,  extent,  situa- 
tion, and  value  of  the  arts  and  manufactures  of 
the  United  States,  dbc.,  Tench  Coze,  Esq.,  of  Phil* 
adelpfaia,  was  employed  for  that  purpose.  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  the  use  of  the  Sen- 
ate, two  series  of  tables,  as  prepared  bv  him,  ex- 
hibiting the  several  manufactures  of  the  United 
States,  as  returned  by  the  marshals,  and  secreta- 
ries of  Territories,  and  their  assistants,  in  the  year 
1810,  first  by  States  and  Territories,  and  secondly, 
in  every  county  in  the  Union. 

These  tables  are  accompanied  by  ewo  essays, 
or  collections  of  facts  and  observations,  prepared 
also  by  Mr.  Coxe,  relating  to  the  state  of  the  man  u- 
ihctures  of  this  country,  and  the  motives  which 
exist  for  affording  encouragement  and  extension 
to  them.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

W.  JONES, 
Acting  Secretary  of  the  TVeottiry. 

The  Hon.  the  PRfiaiositT  of  the  U,  S. 

Pbiladblpbia,  June  21, 1813. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the 
required  copies  of  the  statement  of  the  arts  and 
manufactures  of  the  United  States,  which  it  has 
been  my  endeavor  to  render  as  correct^  and  as 
plain  and  conformable  with  the  views  of  the  Le- 
gislature, as  the  diversities  and  deficiencies,  in  the 
marshals  and  territorial  secretaries'  returns,  ren- 
dered practicable. 

I  trust  that  the  submission  of  the  facts  in  Part 
I,  which  relates  to  manufactures,  as  connected 
with  the  general  principles  of  political  economy, 
and  the  further  submission  of  the  facts  in  Part  11. 
relating  to  the  proper  economy  of  the  arts  ana 
trades,  both  which  precede  the  digest  of  the  re- 
tnrns,  will  not  be  deemed  useless  or  improper. 
Considered  as  symptoms  and  as  evidences,  all 
pertinent,^zcte  appeared  to  be  valuable,  as  indica- 
ting the  true  state  of  the  body  politic,  in  its  va- 
rious members  and  operations. 

The  small  variation  in  the  form  of  the  state- 
ments, which  was  prepared  in  the  beginning  of 
last  December,  and  the  addition  of  the  county 
returns,  involved  a  transcription  of  the  whole,  and 
much  additional  clerkship,  and  have  delayed  the 
document  until  this  time.  The  present  form  and 
substance  are  the  best  in  which  it  has  been  in 
my  power  to  present  the  authentic  or  official  ma- 
terials. The  entire  portion  of  the  work,  which 
is  of  the  nature  of  estimate^  is  exhibited  separately 
from  the  digest  of  the  returns  of  the  marshals  and 
territorial  secretaries,  in  order  that  neither  might 
obscure  or  injure,  and  that  each  might  contribute 
to  illuminate  and  support  the  other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

TENCH  COXfi. 

WiLUAM  Jomin,  Esq. 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  TVMMff. 
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A  Statement  of  the  Arte  and 

United  Statee  ef  America, 

I.  A  collection  of  facts,  evincing  their 
tioos  to  agriculture,  commerce,  naTtgntion,  sil 
the  fisheries,  and  their  subserviency  to  the  potfe 
defence,  with  an  indication  of  certain  ezistiic 
modes  of  conducting  them,  pecaliarlf  impoctui 
to  the  United  States. 

II.  A  collection  of  additional  facts,  tendiof  n 
show  the  practical  foundations,  aetaal  progrcai^ 
condition,  and  establishment,  of  the  Ajncriesa 
arts  and  manufactures,  and  their  connexioa  will 
the  wealth  and  strength  of  the  United  States^ 

III.  A  series  of  tables  of  the  several  branebci 
of  American  manufactures,  ezhibitinff  them  by 
States,  Territories,  and  Distrieta,  so  lar  as  ihcr 
are  returned  in  the  reporto  of  the  marshal  aai 
of  the  secretaries  of  the  Territories,  and  their  ro- 
spective  assistants,  in  the  Autviiin  of  the  yeu 
1810,  together  with  similar  returns  of  cania 
doubtful  goods  for  productions  of  the  soil,  anis^ 
ricultural  stock,  as  far  as  they  have  been  reeciWd. 

IV.  A  series  of  tables  of  the  aeveffal  liraadM 
of  American  manufactures,  exhibicing  then  ia 
every  county  of  the  Union,  so  far  as  they  wen 
returned  in  the  reports  of  the  marshals,  and  of  (kt 
secretaries  of  the  territories,  aad  ^eir  respeclin 
assistants,  in  the  Autumn  of  the  year  1810,  ia  ex- 
ecution of  an  instruction  of  AJbert  QfcUaifny  Xif. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  girea  by  him  in  ohe- 
dience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  of  the  19th  day  of  liiaich,  1S12. 


Past  I. 


A  eolkction  offaete,  eeindng  the  bentfaetume  of  the 
Arts  and  manufaeturee  to  Agrieutittre,  Comm^te^ 
Navigation,  andtke  FtBheriee,  tmd  their  ttAeermem^f 
to  thepubUe  defenee,  with  an  indienOon  ofeeriam 
exieting  modee  of  conducting  them,  jiasBn^ 
important  to  the  United  Statee, 

Pbilaoelpbia,  December  S,  1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  aeknovi- 
edge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  dsy  of 
June  last,  committing  to  me  the  preparatioi  a  a 
statement  of  the  arts  and  manufactures  of  the 
United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  joint  resoluiiaa 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  at- 
proved  by  the  President  on  the  19th  day  of  Biuaii 
1812. 

The  resolution  of  Congress  is  framed  wiik  a 
view  so  comprehensive,  as  to  include  all  peith 
nent  information  of  an  authentic  character,  wh3e 
it  allows  the  most  convenient  latitude  as  i»ihe 
form  and  manner ;  requiring,  only,  that  theiM^ 
ments  shall  so  exhibit  the  matter,  as  to  be  modL 
conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  United  Stalesi 
As  the  tables,  which  will  comprise  the  whde 
mass  of  the  returns  of  the  marshals,  will  exhitt 
many  geonine  parts  of  the  entire  hcidy  of  oa 
manufaeture%  as  they  existed  in  the  year  IM 
it  appeared  expedient  that  they  ahoold  be  p» 
eeded  by  certain  fundamental  and  relative  fiMH 
which  may  eentribnte  more  faily  to  display  i* 
objects  of  investigation,  in 
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It,  projpvas,  and  actual  sitaatioD,  and  faciii* 
public  and  private  measures  in  this  branch 
be  national  indnstrT,  and  in  other  branches, 
rhtch  manufactures  have  a  great  and  perma- 
t  relation. 

Ls  some  of  the  facts  are  of  a  nature  favorable 
he  landed  interest,  as  some  of  them  are  bene- 
il  to  foreign  commeree,  and  some  of  them  are 
antageous  to  the  business  of  the  fisheries,  it  is 
oaed  most  convenient,  in  this  part  of  the  expo* 
in,  to  class  them  under  those  three  several 
ds  and  relations.  It  has  also  appeared  proper, 
iratelf  and  distinctly  to  present,  in  this  first 
:,  another  class  of  facts,  which  shows  the  con* 
ion  of  manufactures  with  the  public  defence. 
:  is  considered  as  a  verf  interesting  and  fun- 
lental  truth,  that  maaofactures  facilitate  the 
struggles  of  the  American  settlers  for  decent 
iforts,  thrifty  profits,  and  farming  establish- 
it. 

'or  the  purpose  of  effectually  testing  the  cor- 
ness  of  this  allegation,  two  measures  have 
ft  adopted.  The  first  of  these  measures  is  an 
mination  into  the  state  of  manufactures,  in 
r  several  spareely  settled  districts  of  our  coun- 
which.  in  1810,  had  been  recently  laid  out, 
»rding  to  the  nature  of  the  places,  for  fotttre 
bliehments  as  counties.  The  inconsiderable 
ulation.  within  these  four  intended  counties, 
ibits  the  infantine  condition  of  their  respect- 
settlements,  in  that  year. 

ote  of  the  peraons  of  both  sexes,  within  four  of  the 
stricts  of  Pemuylvsnia,  intended  to  be  oiganissd 
I  counties,  when  sufficiently  populated,  and  of  the 
Dck  of  animals,  producing  materials  for  manulac- 
ores,  with  the  implements,  Ac,  for  the  operations 
'  manufactures,  and  the  goods  made  in  the  year 
)10,  so  £u  as  they  are  returned  by  the  Marshars 
isistants. 
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1,  women,  end  child* 

m    -       -        -       - 

142 

161 

876 

827 

amoa  dieep 

7 

164 

690 

496 

itcatUe    - 

123 

140 

641 

963 

»ms  - 

1 

7 

28 

28 

nning  wheels    - 

10 

24 

180 

141 

nd  cards,  pairs  • 

14 

20 

91 

94 

lollen  cloth,  yards 

ft2 

200 

• 

160 

sen  cloth,  yards 

125 

1,318 

4,300 

6649 

ton  cloth,  yards 

64 

m 

1,306 

678 

:ed  cloth,  and  hemp- 

n,  yards    ... 

m 

m 

1,461 

1811 

n  these  new  and  widely  scattered  settlements, 
ere  foreign  consumers  have  yet  no  agents,  the 
re  presence  of  a  few  sheep  and  cattle,  supply- 
wool,  hides,  skinsf  and  horns,  and  tallow  and 
er  fat,  as  materials  for  maanfaclure,  (that  is 
lay,  the  presence  of  the  raw  materials,)  ooea^ 


sioQs  the  corresponding  manufactures.    In  sQeb 
places,  profit,  comfort,  and  necessity,  appear  to 
invite,  or  rather  to  compel,  the  farmers  and  their 
families  to  that  mode  of  industry.    The  returoe 
of  the  assistant  officers,  necessarily  everywhere 
defective  in  this  first  experiment,  must  be  ex- 
tremely imperfect  in  settlements  so  widely  sepa- 
rated.    Carriage  makers,  blacksmiths,  hatters, 
shoemakers,  tailors,  domestic  makers  of  garmentsj 
and  other  manufacturers,  known  to  exist  among 
recent  improvers  and  in  old  establishments,  are 
omitted,  or  did  not  appear  to  the  officers.    Boards, 
pot  ashes,  and  maple  sugar,  are  also  omitted  by 
the  marshal  or  his  assistants.    It  is  observed,  that 
the  surplus  industry  of  these  new  settlements  is 
applied  to  the  manufacture  of  cotton  from  the 
Atlantic  or  the  Mississippi.    The  second  measure 
of  examination,  to  ascertain  that  manufactures 
commence  with  our  first  settlements,  and  aid  their 
progress  in  its  earliest  stages,  relates  to  the  int^ 
rior  State  of  Ohio,- the  youngest  member  of  the 
Union  in  1810.    It  will  be  remembered,  that  a 
number  of  the  Revolutionary  officers  and  soldien 
commenced  the  settlement  of  that  State,  origin- 
ally a  part  of  the  Northwestern  Territory,  soob 
after  the  peace  of  1783;  that  the  French  settle* 
ment  at  Sciota  was  made  a  few  years  later ;  and 
that  these  were  followed  by  the  settlements  of 
emigrants  from  various  States,  and  particularly, 
of  a  ^eat  number,  who  improved  the  tract  or 
Lake  firie,  granted  to  Connecticut.    The  settle- 
ments in  the  State  of  Ohio  were  very  much  re- 
tarded and  confined  by  the  detention  of  the  weal* 
em  posts  and  by  the  Indians,  till  after  the  victory 
of  the  Miami,  under  Qeneral  Wayne,  in  the  year 
1794.    Within  the  fourteen  years  which  prece- 
ded the  taking  of  these  accounts  of  manufactures^ 
in  the  Autumn  of  1810,  the  settlements  in  the 
State  of  Ohio  were  principally  commenced.    Its 
whole  population,  according  to  the  census  of  that 
year,  was  230.760  persons,  whose  comfortable 
condition  and  prosperous  agriculture  were  occa- 
sioned, ma  interned,  and  manifested,  by  a  number 
of  manufactures,  of  which,  and  of  the  connected 
instruments  and  machinery  for  which,  the  follow- 
ing is  the  imperfect  official  summary : 
The  whole  number  of  looms  in  the  State,  actually 
returned  is,  10.856^1,943,433  yards  of  linen, 
woollen,  and  cotton  eoods,  dbc.        -    $999,538 
217  tanneries,  making  leather  worth  -       153,581 
1,212,266  gallons  distilled  spirits,  and 
35,140  gallons  beer  -        -       -       584,898 

Cut  nails 64,728 

Iron  made;  machines  for  carding  wool 
and  spinning  cotton ;  fulling,  paper, 
gunpowder,  and  oil.  mills,  -  -  159,636 
3,(^806  pounds  or  maple  su^r, 
(which  may  be  deemed  qnestmn- 
able,as  to  its  classification  asa  man- 
ufacture)         302,360 

92,264^760 

Considerable  as  this  amount  is.  the  important 
fact  will  not  escape  notice,  that  slioei«,  boots,  sad- 
dles, bridles^  hameaa,  fur  and  wool  hats,  commeii 
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smiths'  work,  koit  stocking,  the  making  of  gar- 
ments in  shops  and  families,  manufactures  of 
wood,  soap,  candles,  pot  ash,  wares  of  metal,  (ex- 
ception,) watches  and  clocks,  and  various  other 
things,  actually  made,  are  omitted.  To  subject 
the  raw  materials  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  wrought 
into  these  manufactures,  to  the  expenses  of  trans- 
portation to  the  Atlantic  ports  of  Canada,  or  the 
United  States,  and  to  import  such  substantial, 
large,  and  heayjr  supplies  from  the  usual  ports  of 
Europe  and  Asia,  and  (o  transport  them  into  those 
interior  settlements,  would  discourage  or  deter 
all  new  mimtors  towards  that  young  State ;  and 
would  involve  its  present  population  in  much  dis- 
tress, if  not  in  ruin.  The  domestic  manufacture 
of  cotton  appears  in  counties  of  Ohio  which  do 
not  produce  that  raw  material. 

In  further  evidence  of  the  favorable  effects  of 
manufactures  upon  our  interior  settlenients,  those 
of  the  county  of  Washington,  on  the  western 
boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  may  be  correctly  ad- 
duced. Its  whole  population,  in  1810,  was  36,- 
289  persons.  Its  sheep,  more  numerous  than  those 
returned  by  an^  other  county  in  the  State,  were 
47,206.  Its  spinning  wheels^  8,763.  Its  looms, 
much  the  greater  part  of  which  are  supposed  to 
be  worked  by  male  weavers,  regularly  in  the 
trade,  1,774.  Its  hand  cards,  4,115  pairs.  Its  card- 
ing machines,  6.  Fulling  mills,  12.  Distilleries, 
301.  Blacksmiths'  shops,  146.  Hatters'  20.  Sad- 
lers'  19.  Shoes  and  boots.  37,000  pairs.  Coop- 
ers, 62.  The  yards  of  goods  made,  570,773 ;  and 
bricks,  913,000.  These,  with  the  goods  made  in 
its  oil  mills,  saw  mills,  powder  mills,  tanneries, 
and  other  manufactures  and  works,  exhibit  a  value 
of  goods,  exclusively  of  flour,  of  91,630,000.  As 
the  boroughs,  towns,  and  villages,  of  Washing* 
ton,  in  Pennsylvania,  do  not  contain  more  than 
a  twentieth  of  its  population,  the  benefits  of  manu- 
factures, when  conveniently  or  closely  adjacent 
to  agriculture  and  the  landed  interest,  are  clearly 
displayed.  Tracing  this  case  to  a  national  result, 
it  will  be  found,  that  the  whole  population  of  the 
United  States,  in  1810,  combining  agriculture, 
the  productions  of  nature,  and  manufactures,  with 
the  same  success,  would  nave  exhibited  an  aggre- 
{;ate  value  of  manufactured  goods,  nearly  amount- 
Uff  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  millions  of 
dollars.*  The  quantity  of  the  manufactured  meal 
of  Washington  is  greater  than  thatof  any  other 
county  of  Pennsylvania.  Its  number  of  horses  is 
greater  than  that  of  any  other,  one  excepted.  Its 
number  of  neat  cattle  is  greater  than  that  of  any 
other,  except  four.  It  has  not  one  open  or  worked 
mine  of  any  metal,  nor  a  furnace,  nor  a  forge,  on 
the  return  of  the  marshal. 

Pursuing  the  current  of  facts  from  this  West- 
ern scene  to  the  banks  of  the  Susquehannah  and 
SchuylkilMt  is  found,  that  the  counties  of  Lan- 
caster and  jBerks,  with  a  joint  population  of  nine- 


^PUikerton,  in  one  edition,  states  the  total  value  of 
the  manufactores  of  England  at  63,200,000  ponnds  ster- 
ling, about  280,000,000  of  dollars.  In  another  edition 
he  states  them  at  67,200,<)00  pounds  sterling.  They 
exclude  some  things,  which  we  include. 


ty-eeven  thousand  and  seventy-three  persoBi^BM- 
ufactured  an  aggregate  value,  including  iw,  of 
$5,055,000.  Twelve  other  counties  of  the  aw 
State,  from  the  head  of  the  Ohio  river,  to  ik 
banks  and  county  of  Delaware,  respectively,  a- 
hibtt  similar  manufactures,  exceeding,  on  a  ■^ 
dium,  one  million  of  dollars.  The  mann&ctBRi 
of  the  limited  but  swarming  coonty  of  Phila^ 
phia,  exclusively  of  the  incorporated  or  city  pot 
of  the  entire  town,  and  dednctinf  all  the  flour  aii 
meal,  amount  to  86.070.652.  'The  manofactDni 
of  the  city  of  Philadelpnia,  within  the  strict  cktf> 
tared  limits,  (not  including  anr  of  tbe  sabnrbiff 
liberties,)  containing,  on  twelve  acres  of  lui 
53.722  persons,  amount  to  $9,347,767.  The  nm- 
ufacturesof  Pennsylvania,  on  twenty  millions  «f 
acres  of  her  settled  lands,  incladin^  her  floor  aid 
meal,*  and  other  doubtful  articles,  appear,  by  cfte 
return  of  the  marshal,,  to  amonnt  to  $4449&0S3L 
This  return  is  considered  by  that  ofliceT;  tad  kit 
most  intelligent  assistants,  to  be  verf  eonsidetaUy 
defective.  It  has  been  selected,  ho wever.  for tk 
preceding  exhibition,  because,  in  combtnatiat 
with  the  return  of  Ohio,  it  displays  the  ^aie  tf 
manufactures  through  an  extent  of  ooontry  ex- 
ceeding fifty  millions  of  acres,  commencii^  ai 
the  distance  of  530  miles  west  of  Fhikdd^ 
iwhere  its  very  recent  settlements  are  iaterspened 
with  Indian  cabins,  and  terminating  in  the  Sooth- 
east  with  a  great  emporium  of  manofactarei^ 
navigation,  domestic  trade,  and  foreign  comaierre. 
A  vast  reoundancy  of  land  exists  in  ibis  middle 
district ;  for  the  total  population  e/  Ohh  and 
Pennsylvania,  in  1810.  was  1,048,009  persons,  upon 
one-fifth  of  their  joint  soil.  Bat  this  redundince 
of  land  is  accompanied  by  abondance  of  null 
seats,  of  fossil  and  wood  fuel,  of  mineral  and  calr 
careous  substances,  of  bark,  dye-woods,  sogv 
trees,  clay,  marble,  building  timber,  and  other  aii- 
ural  raw  materials,  ingredients,  and  necessariei 
for  the  manufactures.  This  reaandance  of  had 
also  furnishes,  upon  the  cheapest  terms^  all  that 
belongs  to  sites  for  the  establishments  of  die  €f^ 
rators,  and  for  the  farms  of  the  growers  of  the 
raw  materials.  Hence,  we  find  the  sheep  of  Peoi- 
sylvania  neariv  019,000;  her  neat  cattle  man 
than  612,000 ;  her  horses  255,000 ;  her  floor  isi 
meal,  and  grain  liquors,  worth  more  than  fiftw 
millions  of  dollars.  Her  manufactures  of  iroi 
and  leather,  nearly  eleven  millions  in  their  jeift 
amount.  These  facts,  from  the  most  eoostia- 
able  return,  are  respectfull^r  adduced  and  rendeni 
prominent,  in  order  to  evidence,  by  the  rdatfw 
truths,  the  actual  and  substantial  benefits  of  mso- 
ufactures,  adjacent  to  agriculture,  in  oar  half  asc- 
tled  districts. 

The  State  of  Vermont,  though  its  stng|ling 
settlements  were  commenced  under  nuBkenoi 
disadvantages,  but  a  few  years  before  the  Revo- 
lution, presents  a  body  of  manufactures^  aimoat 
exclusively  from  its  own  productions,  of  ^,33S^- 

*The  flour  and  meal  are  worth,  bj  the  maiaikari » 
port,  10,800;»90  doUan.  The  onsetaed  lands  of  Fhsr 
sylvania  m  supposed  to  amount  lo  neari|y  8,001^ 
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24,  effected  bv  a  popalation,  od  farms,  ia  ham- 
3ts,  and  in  yiiia^es,  of  no  more  than  217,805  per- 
ons.  ^  Its  spinniDg-wheels,  more  than  one-oalf 
f  which  are  for  wool,  the  most  numerous  in  pro- 
ortion  on  the  returns,  are  67,756;  its  looms 
4,801;  its  carding  machines.  139;  its  woollen, 
oods,  1,207,976  vards;  its  flaxen  goods,  1,859,931 


^386,500;  its  iron  foundries,  tilt  hammers,  and 
orges,  are  104;  its  oil  mills,  26;  its  paper  mills, 
.1;  its  fulling  mills,  166;  and  its  naileries,  67. 
Phe  goods  made  in  its  smiths'  shops,  printing 
offices,  and  pot-ash  works,  and  by  its  bookbinders, 
irush  makers,  carriage  makers,  tallow  chandlers, 
Lnd  soap  boilers,  coopers,  clock  and  watQh  ma- 
kers, copper  smiths,  tin-plate  workers,  silrer- 
miths,  and  other  existing  manufacturers,  are 
emitted  in  the  return.  They  are  certainly  Very 
ionsiderable  in  value. 

The  State  of  Kentucky,  a  recent  establish- 
aent,  and  much  later  than  Vermont,  exhibits,  on 
ler  return,  $4,120,683,  and  Maine,  with  nearly 
18  much  land  as  the  rest  of  the  Eastern  States, 
Irawn,  of  course,  from  manufactures  by  agricul- 
ure,  and  by  commerce,  navigation,  and  the  fish- 
ities,  returns  home-made  goods  to  the  value  of 
1^,137,781.  In  the  reports  from  each  of  these 
States,  numerous  existing  branches  are  entirely 
mnoticed.  Similar  omissions,  great  and  evident, 
ippear  in  many  instances.  But  a  very  impassive 
act,  evincing  the  real  and  natural  connexion  be- 
ween  the  planting  and  farming  citizens,  and  the 
nanufacturing  branch  of  the  national  industry,  is 
he  possession  and  employment  of  about  122,719 
ooms  by  Virginia,  Nortn  Carolina,  Kentucky, 
ind  Tennessee,  which  differ  little  from  six-six- 
eenthsofthe  whole  numberoflooms  in  the  United 
States.  It  appears,  that,  in  the  South,  the  pres- 
ence of  the  various  raw  materials,  and  still  more 
;he  great  redundancy  of  cotton,  have  excited  in- 
lumerable  and  valuable  manufactures.  It  is  be- 
ieved  that  it  is  to  the  excitement  produced  by 
;he  presence  of  the  finest  marbles,  more  than  to 
I  peculiar  eminence  of  genius,  that  the  Greeks 
ind  Romans  owe  their  possession  of  the  beautiful 
ind  the  grand  fabrications  from  those  materials. 
Fbe  invention  of  statuary  occurred  in  Egypt,  but 
t  did  not  rise  to  any  perfection,  in  a  country  des- 
itute  of  fine  marble. 

It  is  a  fact  of  great  importance  in  this  state- 
nent,  and  on  the  subject  of  the  relation  of  manu- 
actures  to  the  landed  interest,  that  none  of  its 
productions,  whether  of  natural  growth  or  the 
Tuits  of  cultivation,  in  the  Middle,  riorthern,  and 
Sastern  States,  which  can  be  considered  as  raw 
naterials,  are  now  exported,  in  an  unmanufac* 
;ared  state,  to  foreign  markets.  The  manufac- 
;orers  may  oe  said  to  purchase  and  employ  a  qoan- 
•tty  equal  to  the  whole;  for,  if  small  parcels  have 
>een  lately  exported,  much  greater  quantities  of 
similar  foreign  articles  have  been  introduced  from 
ibroad.  The  landed  interests  have  no  actual 
foreign  purchasers  for  their  wool,  flax,  hemp, 
hides,  and  skins  of  domestic  animab,  and  variona 


metals.  The  tables  compiled  from  the  marshals' 
returns,  will  display  a  very  great  value  and  variety 
of  goods,  made  of  those  materials,  and  the  returns 
of  imports,  and  other  documents^  justify  the  alle- 
gation, that  importations  of  similar  foreign  ma- 
terials, to  the  amouoi  of  forty  or  fifty  millions  of 
pounds  weight,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacture, 
were  made  in  each  of  several  years  preceding  the 
season  of  the  returns.  The  momentous  fact  is, 
therefore,  satisfactorily  established,  that  the  Amer- 
ican manufacturer's  demand  has  greatly  surpassed 
all  the  abilities  of  the  planters,  farmers,  land  hold- 
ers, and  miners,  to  supply  those  five  aescriptions 
of  raw  materials.  In  the  same  situation,  all  our 
crude  sugars  and  molasses,  produced  in  Louisiana, 
if  considered  as  materials  for  manufacture,  are 
placed,  by  our  refineries  and  distilleries. 

Cotton, — Until  the  late  revolution  in  the  culti- 
vation of  cotton,  by  which  it  was  converted, 
tbrou|[h  the  strenuous  exertions  of  the  friends  of 
manufactures,  from  a  petty  object,  in  little  fields 
and  gardens,  into  an  article  of  extensive  cultiva- 
tion among  the  planters  and  farmers,  there  was 
no  redundant  raw  material  for  the  manufacture 
of  cloths  and  stuffs  for  apparel  and  furniture  in 
the  United  States.  There  is,  at  this  time,  no 
other  redundant  raw  material. 

The  green  seed  cotton  was  the  best  adapted  to 
the  general  quality  and  situation,  and  to  the  cli- 
mate of  the  Southern  States.  But,  its  easy  cul- 
tivation was  very  much  restrained  by  the  extra- 
ordinary difficulty  of  separating  it  from  the  seeds. 
This  operation  requireo  so  much  manual  industry 
as  greatly  to  impede  the  manufacture,  and  of 
course,  for  the  time,  to  prevent  an  extensive  cul- 
tivation. In  the  year  1793,  the  invaluable  saw 
gin  was  invented  by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  was  so  improved  and  perfected  as  to  render 
it  easy,  it  is  said,  to  separate  the  seeds  from  one 
hundred  millions  of  pounds  weight  of  cotton  wool, 
by  the  employment  of  three  or  four  hundred  per- 
sons, although  it  is  alleged  that  it  would  require 
three  hundred  thousand  persons  to  effect  the  same 
by  hand.  The  inventor  of  this  gin  states  the  dif- 
ference between  its  operation  in  common  hands, 
and  the  ordinary  manual  operation,  at  one  thousand 
to  one.  By  the  employment  of  this  machinery, 
everjr  vicinity  can,  easily  and  expeditiously,  pre- 
pare its  cotton  for  the  manufacturing  cards,  and 
that,  in  the  aggregate,  to  any  extent  that  the 
world  could  require,  were  it  to  clothe  itself  en- 
tirely in  cotton  manufactures.  Thus  has  there 
been  added,  by  our  own  invention,  to  the  machi- 
nery to  facilitate  the  manufactory  of  a  staple 
production  of  our  soil,  a  single  improvement, 
moveable  by  water,  steam,  cattle,  or  hand,  which 
has  set  loose  those  immense  powers  of  agricul- 
ture, to  produce  cotton  wool,  which  were  before 
enchained. 

In  pursuing  the  statement  of  facts  which  mani- 
fests the  aids  of  manufactures  to  the  landed  in- 
terest, the  next  step,  from  the  American  saw  gin, 
is,  to  the  system  of  machinery,  to  make  cotton 
yarn. 

The  water-apinners  of  cotton,  in  one  of  the 
States,  have  represented  to  the  marshal  that  th  e 
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can  iiiak«  €i^hty-two  paaads  and  one  half  of  yarn, 
by  each  tpindlej  wichin  erery  year.  But  the 
owners  of  other  spinning  mills  deem  it  unsafe  to 
calculate  on  more  than  fifty-two  pounds  of  yarn, 
per  annum,  for  each  spindle.  The  quality  of  the 
yarn  under  consideration  is  said  to  be  suitable  for 
cotton  cloth  of  twenty-seven  inches  in  width, 
worth  forty  cents  per  yard.  At  the  lowest  of  the 
rates,  the  united  States,  had  they  1,160,000  spin- 
dles, could  work  up|  into  yarn,  the  sixty-four  mil- 
lions of  pounds  weight  of  cotton,  which  are  the 
maximum  of  our  exportation  in  any  one  year. 
In  a  proportion,  corresponding  with  the  table  in 
page  10  of  your  report  in  part,  on  the  subject  of 
manufacturei,  this  number  of  spindles  would  re- 
quire a  capital  of  nearly  seventy  millions  of  dol- 
lars. But  this  would  be  as  well  in  real  estate  as 
in  the  cash,  and  other  personal  property,  and  loans, 
and  purchases  on  credit.  Sixty-tour  millions  of 
pounds  of  cotton,  in  the  proportion  of  the  same 
table,  in  page  10,  would  produce  about  fifty  mil- 
lions of  pounds  of  cotton  yarn,  and  with  the  labor, 
in  the  proportion  of  the  same  table,  of  about  58,000 
persons.  Of  these,  no  more  than  one  eighth  part 
ouffht  to  be  adult  males ;  the  remaining;  seven- 
eignths  might  be  women  and  children.  This  em- 
ployment of  less  than  a  hundredth  part  of  our 
white  population  would  be  no  inconvenience  to 
agriculture  or  commerce.  As  the  eotton  spin- 
ning mills  are  increased  in  magnitude,  a  smaller 
proportion  of  capital  will  be  required. 

The  yarn  thus  manufactured,  at  a  price  twelve 
and  a  half  per  cent,  less  than  that  in  the  table  of 
the  report,  papfe  10,  (which  appears  to  be  one  dol- 
lar and  one-eighth  per  pound,)  would  amount  to 
fifty  millions  of  dollars — ^a  sum  exceeding  the 
average  yalue  of  all  the  exports  of  American 
articles,  in  the  three  most  fisivorable  years.  This 
great  production  is  from  the  water  and  steam 
manufactory  of  the  exportable  surplus  of  a  cotton 
crop,  worth,  at  twelve  and  one  half  cents  per 
pound,  eight  millions  of  dollars.* 

Bot,  if  the  weaving  of  this  yarn  be  executed,  as 
it  may  be,  with  perfect  ease,  by  the  employment 
of  100,000  women,  (less  than  one-sixth  of  our 
adult  females,}  with  the  fly  shuttle,  during  one- 
half  of  each  working  day  in  the  year,  the  quantity 
of  cloth,  by  the  Rhode  Island  rule,  of  four  yards 
for  every  pound,  would  amount  (b  about  two  hun- 
dred millions  or  yards.  This  qtiaatity  of  cotton 
cloth,  at  one-third  of  a  dollar  per  yard,  would  be 
wortn  about  sixty-seven  millions  of  dollars. 

There  is  yet  another  operation,  which  can  be 
effected  by  labor-saving  means,  and  by  a  process 
superseding  the  labor  of  many  hands.  Machinery 
is  now  in  actual  operation,  in  the  United  States, 


*  Cotton  yam,  of  No.  73,  was  worth,  in  England, 
A.  D.  1787,  86f.  6d.  sterling,  or  $8  11  per  poand. 
Sneh  yam,  in  1798,  was  rednoed  to  9f.  8)0.  sterling, 
or  $9  16  per  pound.  In  1807,  the  same  No.  78  was 
worth  4s.  4^  sterling,  or  97  cents  per  pound.  Cot- 
ton machinery  was  not  generally  extended,  in  Grsat 
Britain,  till  the  year  1780,  when  it  contlnueid  under  a 
menopoly.  We  had  not  begun  to  raise  eotton  crops 
for  exp<Mrtation,  nor  invented  the  saw  gin. 


for  printing  cotton  and  linen  doths,  bf  enftited 
rollers  of  copper,  moved  by  water.  Ten  thflnaid 
yards  have  been  printed  with  ease  in  a  single^, 
oy  one  man  and  two  boys,  with  theae  raUat. 
Fifty  thousand  children's  handkerchiefs  have  beet 
printed  in  the  same  time  by  the  same  nambcrflf 
persons.  Similar  means  are  in  coostant  tt«  for 
staining  or  dying  cotton  and  linen  cloths  of  one 
color,  in  the  same  expeditions  manner,  so  as  is 
make  them  fit  for  a  greater  Tarietf  of  appaid 
and  furniture.  Were  these  operations  to  be  pci^ 
formed  upon  the  whole  quantit7  of  cotton  goe^ 
estimated  in  this  statement,  they  w^onld  add  sent 
or  eight  millions  of  dollars  to  their  ralne,  aal 
would  require  but  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  aea 
and  children. '  The  aggregate  Falae  of  our  sur- 
plus cotton,  (64,000,000  lbs.,)  even  wh«i  ikm 
simply  manufactured  by  210,000  persons,  vouJd 
be  raised  from  eight  or  nine  millions  of  dolhn  to 
seventy-five  millions  of  dollars.  The  total  addi- 
tion to  the  original  value  of  our  cotton  cropakae 
would  be  at  a  rate  fiar  exceeding  the  raiae  of  on 
exports  of  American  growth. 

To  manifest  the  importance  of  sach  operatioB 
to  the  landed  interest,  it  may  be  safely  affinael 
that  sixty-four  millions  of  pounds  weig^ht  of  ciesa 
cotton  wool,  freed  from  the  seeds,  can  be  ftO' 
duced,  on  a  low  average,  by  half  a  millioa  of 
acres  of  unmanured  land.  A  quantity  o(  eottoa 
wool,  equal  to  all  that  is  now  prodoeed  hj  the 
civilized  and  uncivilized  nations  of  tbe  worM, 
could  be  raised  on  a  very  smalt  porfibo  of  out 
Southern  soil. 

Such  are  the  benefits  which  asrieultare  and 
the  country  at  large  may  derive  from  the  manu- 
facture of  our  only  redundant  raw  materiaL  The 
States  of  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts  have 
expelled  all  doubts  about  the  practicability  of  the 
cotton  operations.  With  the  smallest  territory  ia 
the  United  States,  Rhode  Island  has  already  at- 
tained  and  introduced  into  her  vicinity*  a  eoctoa 
branch  of  our  manufactures,  as  valuable  u  the 
cotton  branch  of  any  country  in  Europe  was,  at 
the  time  of  the  formation  of  our  present  Coasch 
tution.t  The  neighboring  States  of  Massaeka- 
setts  and  Connecticut  quickly  followed  RMe 
Island ;  and  the  tables,  which  are  annexed,  is- 
perfect  as  they  unavoidably  are,  manifest  the 
universality  and  magnitude  of  the  cotton  maM> 
facture  in  1810.  If  a  very  sober  prudence  sfcaS 
estimate  the  value  of  the  water  spun  and  siess 
spun  cotton  yarns,  at  the  prices  for  which  tkf 
can  be  imported,  without  profit,  from  Surop^ 
there  will  remain  an  opportunity  for  much  laen* 
tive  business  in  works,  and  very  great  aceoouse* 
dations  and  savings  in  private  mm  Hies,  espeeiiffy 
in  the  Southern  and  Western  States  and  ditfricn^ 
This  allegation  will  not  be  doubted,  sxaee  the 

*  Massadittsetti  is  also  great  in  the  eottoa  traneh 
t  The  quantity  of  doths  and  stnfls,  lor  doHnivtfi 
famitore,  which  could  be  made  by  the  United  Sum 
in  proportion  to  the  p<^ulatioa  and  maaaftetafss  ^ 
Rhode  Island,  m  1810,  would  be  S48,|000,MO  of  ysA 
according  to  the  marahai's  letnmy  whadi  he 
as  matenaliy  deleetrre. 
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tote  of  Geovgia,  with  «  white  pepoUtioB  of  ooe  | 
UBttdred  aod  forty-fire  thootand  four  hundred 
md  fourteen  pereone,  manafactored,  at  the  date 
>f  the  last  census,  more  yards  of  various  cloths 
lod  stofis  than  Rhode  bland.  The  difference  in 
UTor  of  Gieorgia  was  one  million  fire  hundred 
Ad  forty  thousand  yards.  By  the  proportion  of 
his  frontier  Southern  agricultural  Slate/  the 
rhite  population  of  our  country  might  be  proved 
o  hava  been  capable  of  manufacturing,  in  1810, 
taaof ted  cloths  and  stuffs,  of  th^  various  raw  ma- 
•rials,  to  the  amount  of  ooe  hundred  and  seventy- 
wo  millions  of  yards.  These  facts  illustrate  the 
tate  of  maaofaetures  in  one  of  the  moet  agrieul- 
Qral  and  in  ooe  of  the  least  agricultural  States, 
lafore  the  recent  increase  of  the  port  duties  upon 
breign  manufactures,  and  the  voluntary  or  un- 
brced  course,  which  those  two  dissimilar  States 
Mive  respectively  taken,  in  manufacturing  their 
loths  and  stufis,  for  furniture  and  apparel,  out  of 
he  various  productions  of  our  own  lands. 

WooL-^The  facts  which  will  be  presented  in 
iridence  of  the  present  influence  of  the  woollen 
aanufacture  upon  the  landed  interest  are  nu* 
aerous  and  important. 

There  does  not  occur  to  present  recollection 
ay  raw  material,  in  which  the  hand  of  Provi- 
[ence  has  made  so  ^reat  a  diversity  of  qualitv 
ad  value,  as  exists  with  respect  to  sheep's  wool. 
Each  description  has  its  proper  uses  and  capaci- 
ies.  The  climate  in  which  the  sheep  is  brought 
inrtb,  raked,  and  maintained,  is  considesed  by 
aany  as  a  circumstance  of  the  utmost  importance. 
i  standard  by  which  to  determine  the  corres- 
londence  of  places  in  all  those  particulars  which 
;onstitute  climate,  appears  therefore  to  be  a  great 
iemderatum^  and  is  most  likely  to  be  found  in 
latural  objects.  Some  vegetable  production,  of 
peculiar  characteristics,  indicating  the  same  de- 
;ree  of  temperature,*  wherever  it  is  found^  was 
^resumed  to  be  probably  existent.  It  is  believed 
bat,  until  a  more  sure  and  more  accurate  stand- 
ard object  can  be  thought  of  or  discovered,  the 
UiiYintiai8fificfim.or  the  China  or  Shoeet  Orainge, 
nay  prove  an  uselul  natural  instrument  to  ascer- 
ain  a  climaterial  correspondence  of  a  liae  of 
ilaces,  oa  the  European  and  North  American 
oatinents,  from  which  we  may  safely  begin  to 
ount  the  minutes  and  degrees  of  temperature,  at 
»ast  for  agricultural  and  manufacturing  purposes, 
^he  vicinities  of  Lisbon,  in  the  old  world,  and 
It.  Augustine  and  New  Orleans^  in  the  new,  pro- 
ooe  this  delicate  fruit  in  the  highest  perfection, 
nd  will  be  considered  as  justifying  the  temporary 
aaumption,  subject  to  correction,  that  the  cli- 
oates  of  places,  in  the  Atlantic  States,  corres- 
ond  in  temperature  with  those  of  Europe,  not 
«ing  insular,  which  are  nine  degrees  of  latitude 
lore  Nortbem.t 

•  In  the  year  1807,  Georgia  had  only  one-eiahty- 
yoith  part  of  the  loanafe  ef  the  ships  ead  vessels  of 
ha  United  8Utes. 

t  The  production  of  the  sugar  cane,  and  of  the  cot- 
pa  shfub  OS  tree,  in  Sjpaia  and  America,  may  also  be 
onsidered* 


An  application  of  this  guide  to  the  produotion 
of  wool,  in  the  United  States,  gives  the  following 
results : 

The  best  wool  in  Great  Britain,  is  in  the  Western 
Iriands  of  Scotland,  and  is  very  line.  North  latitude 
in  Earope  M^-~equal  in  America  to  49^. 

The  next  quality  u  the  wool  of  Herefordshirs,  Eng- 
land, and  is  veiy  good.  North  latitude  in  Europe  69^ 
SO''— equal  in  Amerioa  to  4^  W. 

Saxon  wool,  the  best  Gennaa,  veiy  fine.  North 
latitude  in  Europe  61®  40^'— equal  in  America  to 
ia<»  40".. 

Rousilion,  French  wool,  very  fine.  North  latitude 
in  Europe  42<'  60^'— equal  in  America  to  33<^  SO''. 

Spanish  merino  wool,  from  North  latitude  in  Europe 
44  to  39®— equal  in  America  from  85  to  30®. 

From  the  very  fine  quality  of  the  Scottish 
Western  Island  wool,  (which  is  said  to  be  from 
the  merino  breed  of  sheep,  obtained  accidentally 
so  long  ago  as  A.  D.  1588,)  from  the  excellency 
of  the  Scottish  Shetland  wool,  and  from  similar 
qualities  of  the  wool  of  Saxony  and  of  the  an- 
cient wool  of  Berri,  and  the  modern  wool  of 
Rousillon.  in  France,  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  climates  of  Europe,  capable  of  producing 
undegenerate  merino  sheep,  extend  considerably 
beyond  and  to  the  North  of  Spain.  But  the  clas- 
sincation  is  given  here  with  exactness ;  and  cer- 
taia  fine  wools  of  Denmark  and  Sweden  might 
be  added.  If  the  political  disconnexion  of  Franca 
occasioned  her  not  to  possess  the  breed  and  tha 
pastoral  regimen,  necessary  to  the  production  of 
the  finest  description  of  wool,  the  perfect  freedom 
of  agriculture,  and  the  actual  diffusion  of  all 
legitimate  advantages  in  every  mode  of  business, 
in  the  United  States,  will  soon  enable  Us  to  as* 
certain  the  extent  in  which  we  possess  the  proper 
Cis- Atlantic  latitudes.  There  appears  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  the  precise  temperatures  of  the  most 
favorable  and  most  esteemed  sheep  walks  of  Spain 
are  to  he  found  within  our  territory. 

It  is  considered  that  a  dry  air  is  very  favorable 
to  the  health  of  sheep,  aud  to  the  fineness  and 
delicacy  of  their  wool,  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
United  States  may  entertain  a  just  confidence  in 
the  success  of  their  woollen  manufacture,  from 
their  enjoying  an  atmosphere  of  this  character* 
The  most  successful  woollen  manufacture  in  the 
world,  is  found  in  an  insular  and  humid  situa- 
tion. Our  success  may  therefore  become  su- 
perior. 

It  is  considered  that  no  part  of  our  territory  ie 
too  far  South  for  healthful  sheep  and  fine  wool. 
This  fact  is  worthy  of  particular  estimation,  be* 
cause  it  baa  been  erroneously  suggested,  that  the 
tropical  climates  convert  the  fleeces  of  sheep  into 
hair.  Since  St.  Augustine  is  of  the  temperature 
of  Lisbon,  our  territory  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
must  be  more  cool  than  the  South  of  Spain,  Bar- 
bary,  the  South  of  Italy,  Greece,  C^gyPfj  the  land 
of  Canaan,  and  the  greater  part  of  Persia  and 
Thibet,  in  which  countries  the  most  ancient  his- 
tories and  the  most  recent  information  concur  to 
prove  the  abundance  of  sheep,  and  the  excellence 
of  the  wool.  Even  in  the  ardent  climate  of  Peru, 
there  abound  certain  indigenous  wool  bearing 
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animals,*  one  race  of  whieb  prodaees  fleeces  of 
the  finest  qaality. 

The  breeds  of  sheep  which  hare  preraiied  in 
the  United  States,  till  within  a  few  years,  have 
not  been  of  the  heavy  fleeced  character,  except 
in  a  very  few  valaable  instances.  Bat,  since  the 
introduction  of  the  Spanish  merinoes,  and  the 
attraction  of  the  public  attention  to  some  of  the 
breeds,  whose  fleeces  were  observed  to  be  heavy, 
or  which  are  adapted  to  the  comb,  namerous  ex- 
periments afford  the  strongest  reason  to  believe 
that  sheep,  in  this  country,  will  be  great  wool 
bearers,  according  to  their  respective  breeds.  The 
annual  shearings  and  exhibitions  display  much 
detailed  and  satisfactory  evidence  on  this  point. 
Of  the  productions  of  agriculture  and  hus- 
bandry amonff  the  civilized  nations,  sheep  em- 
ploy the  smallest  number  of  persons,  according 
to  their  value.  The  raising  and  maintenance  of 
sheep  are,  so  far,  peculiarly  adapted  to  our  cir- 
cumstances, as  to  extent  of  territory,  and  mode- 
rate population.  Sheep  are  then  a  convenient  ob- 
'ect  for  the  United  States,  as  they  employ  more 
and  than  any  other  production,  and  we  have 
more  than  we  can  cultivate  or  employ.  Holland 
is  forbidden,  by  her  verj  limited  soil,  to  be  ex- 
tensive, though  skilful  m  the  woollen  manufac- 
torr ;  and  imports,  by  her  canals,  most  of  the  flax 
ana  yarn  of  which  she  makes  her  linens.  The 
United  States,  on  the  contrary,  are  capacitated 
and  invited,  by  their  extensive  territory,  to  rise, 
with  ease  and  singular  rapidity,  into  eminence 
in  the  woollen  branch.  The  sagacitv  and  energy 
of  Rhode  Island  have  given  her  the  flrst  com- 
parative importance  in  cotton  mills  and  estab- 
lishments; but  the  young  settlements  of  Maine 
and  Vermont,  by  means  of  their  more  extensive 
territories^  have  enabled  each  of  them  far  to  ex- 
ceed her  in  sheep,  wool,  and  woollen  manufac- 
tures. England  and  Wales,  with  only  thirty- 
four  millions  of  acres  of  land,  and  twenty-six  to 
twenty-nine  millions  of  sheep,  have  been  said  to 
produce  one  hundred  and  forty-flve  millions  of 
pounds  of  wool,  in  every  year,t  and  to  sell  to 
other  nations  more  woollens  than  the  rest  of 
mankind  exports.  The  English  and  Welsh  pop- 
ulation is  about  ten  millions;  but  their  progress 
in  the  production  of  wool  seems  to  be  arrested 
bv  the  want  of  soil  for  grain,  cattle,  horses,  and 
plantations  of  trees.  Britain  imports  all  the  wool 
ahe  can  purchase,  and  pays  immense  sums  to 
Ireland  and  to  foreign  countries  for  bread  and 
meat,  wood  and  timber,  iron,  flax,  hemp,  and 
skins,  for  her  European  and  ioreign  dominions, 
armies, navies, and  manufactures.  Scotland,  with 
a  very  sagacious,  econominal,  and  energetic  pop- 
ulation, is  the  least  favored  of  the  civilized  na- 
tions, as  to  the  quality  of  her  soil.    She  conse« 


*  Lama,  properly  Runa,  like  a  small  Camel ;  Gn- 
anaca,  and  Yicana;  of  which  the  Pacos  is  a  species. 
See  the  skin  of  this  animal,  with  iu  wool,  hair,  teeth, 
and  hoofs,  in  Peale's  Philadelphia  Museum. 

t  Lnccock,  of  Leeds,  states  the  wool  of  England 
and  Wales  to  hare  been,  in  1805,  about  94^600,000 
pounds. 


qnentiv  exports  very  few  woolleDs  from  hereaa 
agrieofture.  It  may  be  affirmed,  Chen,  iiafe 
contradiction  to  ancient  opinions,  of  oar  owiaA 
of  Europe,  that  the  abundance  of  the  sotlef  ihi 
United  States  qualifies  and  irresistibly  invito* 
impels  them  to  continue,  improve,  and  extoi, 
the  woollen  manufacture. 

The  case  of  the  Western  Scottish  islands,  ii 
which  some  stranded,  captured,  and  fagitive  t» 
sels  of  the  Spanish  armada  are  believed  to  biif 
left,  in  the  year  1588,  some  Castilian  sheep,  esa^ 
lishes  the  truth,  that  poor  dry  lands  will  present 
in  a  considerable  degree,  fine  wool  in  a  breed  ■ 
sheep,  even  in  a  moist  and  rigoroos  eliame, 
where  the  lightness  of  the  soil  has  stunted  tk 
stock  of  the  animals,  and  reduced  thcweigftlsf 
the  fleece ;  for  these  Scottish  sheep  are  very  smi^ 
and  bear  little  wool.  The  proper  tempertsne, 
dry  situations, the  proper  lightness  of  food,greiier 
care  of  the  fleeces,  in  the  time  of  growth,  aid  it- 
creasing  skill  in  the  important  operations  of  ibe 
wool  sorter,  insure  as  a  very  rapid  attainoieiit  of 
fine  wooL  It  ihust  soon  be  more  than  we  en 
want  at  home.  But  exportation  takes  of  tk 
woollens  of  a  sioffle  European  nation,  from  iMr 
own  raw  materials,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  Bil- 
lions of  dollars,  with  a  considerable  addition  fiwi 
foreign  wool. 

The  examples  of  all  the  fennv  or  marshy  dii- 
trtcts  of  Great  Britain,  establish  the  traiA,  that 
the  unoccupied  swamps  of  the  Uniferf  Suim, 
when  they  shall  be  properly  drained,  vitf  jvpport 
the  heavy  fleeced  breeds  of  lon^wooUed  sheep, 
much  of  the  fleeces  of  which  u  adapted  to  the 
comb,  and  is  neeessanr  for  the  ^*  wonted*  or 
''stuff''  manufacture,  for  the  ordinary  homty, 
and  for  well  coated  blankets. 

At  this  moment  we  possess,  vnosed,  a  snpeii- 
bundant  quantity  of  fenny«  marshy,  bom,  ■ 
swampy  land,  capable  of  sustaining  more  of  tk 
long  wooled  or  heavy  fleeced  sheep,  than  veeia 
want  for  our  own  use,  and  promising  toootner^ 
chants  an  export  trade.  The  most  notabdeqiia- 
titles  of  these  lands  are  in  the  maritime.cooatia 
of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia.^  These  Itige^ 
heavy  fleeced,  and  lonff  wooled  sbeep^  reqaiiett 
be  well  fed.  Mixing  the  lon'g  wooled  and  otha 
breeds,  and  a  right  management,  produce  gntf 
benefits  to  the  farmer,  and  to  the  hosier  claastf 
manufacturers. 

It  is  considered  that  there  were  at  least  thittca 
or  fourteen  millions  of  pounds  of  wool  sheiiedii 
the  United  States,  in  the  year  1810  ;  and  thittbr 
growth  of  wool  in  the  year  1812  has  beentvesif 
to  twenty-two  millions  of  pounds.  There  ire 
some  who  believe  the  quantities  to  be  itito 
greater,  because  the  increase  is  in  a  larieeoi^' 
pound  ratio.  Ooe-half  of  the  young  are  ma!^ 
and  the  males  are  wool  bearers,  till  they  are  a* 
ported  or  consumed.  Much  more  care  of  sbe4 
IS  generally  observable.  The  fleece,  while  grov- 
ing,  is  better  kept.  There  is  maeh  more  carets^ 
opportuni  ty  for  choice  as  to  breeders.  The  men* 

*  Romney  marsh,  in  England,  w>«int«wi«  abowl' 
sheep,  for  each  acre,  on  a  medinw^— TiiMCTril. 
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Beece  is  heavier,  as  well  as  finer,  than  the  couotry 
breeds.  The  embargoes,  foreign  restrictions,  spo- 
liations, war,  and  high  freights,  have  diminished 
sxportation ;  and  rendering  other  meat  and  fish 
uore  difficult  to  sell,  and  combining  with  other 
sauses,  have  doubtless  afiected  the  consumption 
>f  mutton.  There  has  been  at  the  same  time  a 
:onsiderable  importation  of  wool,  and  a  great  im- 
portation of  fine  wooled  and  heavy  fleeced  sheep. 
it  is  probable  that  no  country  has  ever  efi^ted  so 
l^reat  changes  in  the  value  and  extent  of  its  stock 
>f  sheep,  as  the  United  States,  within  a  few  years. 
Fhere  is  the  strongest  encouragement  to  nersevere 
n  the  preservation,  multiplication,  and  improve* 
meat,  of  these  animals. 

The  improvements  in  the  manufacture  of  wool, 
md  in  the  means  of  conducting  It,  have  been  very 
considerable.  Carding  lAaehines  have  been  in- 
;roduced,  to  the  number  of  413,  in  the  single 
State  of  New  York.  The  wool  picking  machine 
ilso  saves  labor.  The  manufactory  ofhats,  con- 
taming  more  wool,  with  few  hands,  than  any 
rther  of  the  ancient  modes,  is  carried  to  the  ex- 
ent  of  our  consumption.  We  begin  to  export 
lats.  The  European  improvements  to  save  labor, 
o  spinning  wool,  have  been  brought  into  exten- 
Ive  use.  Fulling,  a  labor  saving  process,  is  greatly 
Dcreased.  It  was  formerly,  as  in  hatting,  a  man- 
11^  operation.  More,  than  formerljr,  of  our  wool 
8  used  in  those  manufactures,  which  do  not  re- 
|uire  r^olar  fulling,  such  as  flannels,  and  goods 
Bade  ofeombed  wool.  Dying  is  much  improved 
)y  the  modern  aids  of  chemistry.  The  fly  shuttle, 
xrhich  saves  labor,  vi  constantly  multiplied.  The 
cram  and  the  weaver  are  much  improved.  Fe- 
nale  aid  in  manufactures,  which  prevents  the 
11  version  of  men  and  boys  from  agriculture,  has 
jrreatly  increased.  Children  are  employed  as  well 
IB  the  infirm  and  the  crippled.  The  asylums  of 
h»  poor  and  unfortunate,  and  the  penitentiaries 
>f  indiscretion  and  immorality,  are  improved  and 
kided  by  the  employment  and  profits  ot  manufac* 
;ares«  In  the  section  of  the  Union  occupied  in 
part  by  colored  laborers,  decent  and  comfortable 
loapitals  have  been  established  upon  some  of  the 
Ranters'  estates,  in  which  children,  convalescents, 
iged  persons,  and  married  females,  for  a  proper 
ime  oefore  and  after  puerperal  occasions,  have 
leen  employed  with  humanity  and  advantage,  in 
nanttfactunng  cloths  and  stufis,  for  apparel  and 
kraiture. 

Modern  improvements  in  the  stocking  loom, 
usd  in  the  shearing  of  woollen  cloths,  have  been 
A  trod  need  into  the  United  States,  and  there  can 
>e  no  doubt  that  the  current  of  acquisition  of  the 
D«ana  of  the  woollen  manufacture  has  fully 
squalled  the  great  and  manifest  increase  of  the 
«w  material.  Indeed,  it  may  be  safely  affirmed, 
,hat  the  manufacturer's  demand  has  continued  to 
exceed  the  farmer's  ability  to  supply  the  various 
lescriptions  of  wool.  The  sheep  were  formerly 
i  mere  object  of  domestic  economy  and  conve- 
lience,  and  have  at  length  become  a  great  and 
loiversal  object  of  agricultural  profit  and  wealth. 
Besides  the  increase  in  the  number  of. sheep,  and 
goodness  of  wool,,  the  price  of  the  three  estab- 


lished qualities  has  sustained  an  addition  of  fifty 
per  centum. 

hon* — In  the  iron  branch,  the  consumption  of 
that  most  useful  natural  production  takes  place 
in  a  manner  yielding  an  accumulation  of  benefits 
to  the  landed  interest.  This  is  displayed  in  vari- 
ous ]abor*savioj^  nail  mills,  the  improvements  in 
the  easy  operation  of  casting  iron  and  steel,  the 
very  rapid  progress  in  the  wire  manufactory,  the 
sudden  creation  of  private  armories  and  military 
foundries,  the  multiplication  of  the  rolling  and 
slittinff  mill,  the  boring  mill^  the  grinding  mill, 
the  polishing  and  metal  turning  machinery,  the 
tilt  or  trip  hammer,  the  wool  card  making  ma- 
chinery, the  nailed  shoe,  the  manufactories  of 
surgical  instruments,  of  cannon  ball  and  shells, 
the  machinery  for  making  screws,  the  saw,  file, 
and  edge  tool  manufactories,  the  multi plication 
of  steel  and  common  furnaces,  bloomeries,  and 
forges,  the  innumerable  black  and  white  smiths* 
shops,  for  every  iron  implement  and  necessary  of 
farming,  planting,  manufacture,  and  naviffation. 
The  benefits  to  the  landed  interest^  from  the  con- 
sumption of  so  great  a  quantity  of  iron,  fuel,  food, 
forage,  and  building  materials,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  so  many  cattle  and  mill  seats  as  the  iron 
manufacturers  require,  are  great  and  evident ;  hot 
the  aid  to  agriculture,  from  the  abundant,  cheap, 
sure,  and  a^acent  supply  of  iron  work,  for  every 
purpose  of  the  garden,  the  field,  and  the  family, 
is  incalculable  and  indispensable.  Not  a  build- 
ing for  man,  for  cattle,  nor  for  the  safe  keeping 
of  produce  or  merchandise — not  a  plough,  a  miU, 
a  loom,  a  wheel,  a  spindle,  a  carding  machine,  a 
fire  arm,  a  sword,  a  wagon,  or  a  ship,  can  be 
provided,  without  the  manufactures  of  the  iron 
branch. 

LeoiAer.— 'The  manufactures  of  hides  and  skins 
a|-e  of  great  importance  to  agriculture.  The  coats 
of  animals,  nearly  excluded,  by  the  introduction 
and  improvements  of  the  cloth  manufacture,  from 
their  original  uses  in  making  garments,  would  bo* 
come  a  mere  ofial,  but  for  their  present  employ- 
ment in  leathern  goods.  Bark,  abounding  every 
where  in  America,  is  redundant  in  new  settle- 
ments, where  the  tanning  business  facilitates  the 
destruction  of  the  forests,  which  obstruct  agri- 
culture. This  manufactare  has  an  additional 
value  in  producing  a  market  for  lime.  A  meth«- 
od  of  splitting  skins  has  been  invented,  and  an 
improvement  in  makine  shoes,  which  saves  four- 
fifths  of  the  workmanship,  has  been  discovered. 
The  uses  of  leather  are  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  health,  the  facilitation  of  industry,  the  diffu* 
sion  of  knowledge,  and  the  military  operations  of 
tlie  United  States,  by  land  and  sea.  The  shoes, 
boots,  and  slippers,  manufactured  in  1812,  un- 
doubtedly exceeded  the  value  of  all  the  manufao« 
tures  imported  in  the  first  year  of  the  present 
Gk)vernment,  which,  by  the  actual  return  of  No- 
vember 30, 1791,  were  worth  hereonlv  15,295,638 
dollars.  The  shoemakers'  wares  of  the  entire 
State  of  Massachusetts,  through  the  production 
of  handicraft,  are  equal,  in  their  total  value,  to 
its  proportion,  according  to  its  population,  of  jone 
moiety  of  the  exports  of  goods  of  our  growth,  pro- 
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diMe,  and  maoufacture,  in  the  movt  favorable  year. 
Were  shoes,  boots,  and  slippers,  maDufaocured  in 
the  same  proportion  to  numbers  in  all  tbe  Slates, 
Ihey  would  be  equal  in  value  to  tvrenty-four  mill* 
ions  and  sizty-seren  thousand  dollars.  The  cord-* 
wainers'  purchases  are  the  greatest  support  of  the 
leather  branch.  Upon  an  examination  of  the 
number  of  shoes,  boots,  and  slippers,  saddles  and 
bridles,  harness,  carriages,  (many  of  which  have 
leathern  boots,  tops,  curtains, and  aprons,)  drams, 
ffloves,  leathern  breeches,  rigging,  and  other  bides 
for  ships  and  vessels,  bound  books,  manufiicturing 
eards  and  carding  machines,  military  equipments, 
and  other  leathern  goods,  there  will  appear  no  rea- 
aon  to  doubt,  that  a  value  of  leathern  mannfae- 
tures  is  annually  made  in  the  United  States,  folly 
equal  to  that  of  half  our  exports  of  our  own  pro- 
ductions and  manufaetures.  These  are  real  ne- 
ecsiaries  or  plain  eonvenienees.  The  Amerieans 
consuming  more  animal  food  than  any  other  peo- 
ple, in  proportion  to  our  numbers,  being  near  to 
the  greatest  foreign  sources  of  unmanufactured 
bides,  and  being  invited  to  sheep,  swine,  and  cattle 
farming,  by  our  own  redundant  soil,  with  cheaper 
water  and  land,  proper  oils,  lime,  and  bark,  for 
the  leather  making  business,  than  any  other  coun- 
try, onr  leathern  branch  must  continue  to  be  very 
considerable,  and  rapidly  to  extend  and  improve. 
It  is  not  doubted  that  it  is  at  present  equal  in  value 
to  the  same  branch  in  any  other  country,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  population,  if  the  same  qualities  of 
£\oAb  be  estimated  at  the  same  prices.  These 
ets,  in  relation  to  the  leather  branch,  are  of  pe- 
culiar importance,  as  it  is  a  manufacture  by  hand 
and  not  by  machinery.  They  prove  our  capacity 
even  in  the  handicraft  branches. 

FlcLx, — The  maoofactures  of  flax,  existing  in 
•very  part  of  the  United  States,  afford  conclusive 
evidence  of  the  unifersal  ability  to  produce  this 
nw  material.  Agriculture  might,  therefore,  be 
Bore  considerably  supported  by  it,  if  there  were 
occasion.  But  the  easier  production  and  manu- 
facture of  cotton  occasions  a  small  and  proper  de- 
gree of  attention  to  flax  in  the  greater  part  of  tbe 
aouthern  section  of  this  country.  As  flax  requires 
\m%  a  small  quantity  of  land,  especially  where  a 
great  stock  of  farmer's  animals  produces  abun- 
daace  of  manure,  its  cultivation  and  manufacture 
•re  particularly  convenient  and  important  to  the 
fully  settled  districts  which  do  not  yield  cotton. 
Onr  climate  is  favorable  to  bleaching.  In  Con- 
^•eticut,  though  much  udvaiwed  in  cotton  spin- 
aia^,  there  is  returned  a  diffused  manufacture  of 
vanoas  linen  cloths,  (besides  sewing  thready  linen 
chain  for  mixed  goods,  tapes,  bobbins,  fnnges. 
lace,  webbing^  dbc.,)  equal  to  the  yearly  rate  of 
three  dollars  and  five  cents  and  one-half  per  head, 
which  is  at  the  rate  of  32,081,704  dollars  for  tbe 
wiiole  population  of  the  United  States.  Yet 
Connecticut  has  many  convenient  seaports.  Her 
return,  too,  is  considered  to  be  materially  short. 
Vermont  makealinen  at  a  nearly  equal  rate.  Two 
hundred  thousand  spinning  wheels  (of  which 
about  two-fifth  parte  are  probably  employed  on 
"■^  JQ  the  two  States,  whose  returns  of  that  very 
lueful  and  general  little  machine,  are  the  moat 


complete,  p;ive  an  additieMiI  evidence  of  tkp» 
ent  condition  of  this  maanfactQre.  But  fcctke 
growth  of  cotton,  the  flax  mmaiifaetore  vsii 
have  become  very  great.  Man 3^  families  ti^ 
United  States  derive  their  origin  from  aabm 
the  most  successful  in  the  linen  man  nocture  dn- 
ing  our  two  centuries.  Such  of  the  Slates  asoif 
not  very  greatly  increase  their  shee|>,  for  vtitci 
land,  or  for  other  reasons,  will  be  pnrticularff » 
com  mode  ted  by  the  cultivation  and  mannfocfn 
of  flax.  Oil  mills,  for  crushing  and  preniagin 
seed,  have  been  so  multiplied  vrithtn  a  fewyeu 
as  to  prove  the  extension  of  the  linen  branek,tii 
materially  to  benefit  the  growers  of  flax,  espeoilf 
those  whose  distance  from  the  aenports  preveia 
recourse  to  foreign  markets  in  cKsposing  of  t&dr 
seed.  The  actual  extension  and  improveBCMi 
in  all  the  arts  and  trades  wliieh  employ  ytkk^ 
are  favorable  to  the  sale  of  flax  aeed  (^  Tbe 
economy  and  beauty  of  painting  all  woodeiiad 
many  other  consttvettoas,  especially  the  pm»^ 
vation  of  those  which  are  expeoed  to  the  wcete; 
occasions  the  manufacture  of  this  oil  grettlf  a 
increase  in  quantity  and  valne.  The  use  ef  Ae 
oil  cake  jields  a  benefit  to  tbe  eooatry.  Modoi, 
and  particularly  recent  improveoaeats  in  dreang, 
spinning,  weaving,  and  bleaebing  flax,  havefml- 
ly  facilitated  the  manufticture  5f  this  raw  aate- 
rial.  The  United  States  are  perfectly  preparei 
for  such  an  extension  of  it  an  to  matniaia  a  saeidy 
demand  equal  to  our  power  convenieai/y  Wfave 
flax;  wherefore,  agriculture  will  eertunlfttmr 
tinue  to  be  extensively  and  very  eoaaderably 
aided  by  it,  in  all  places  which  are  without  tlM 
region  of  the  cotton  cultivation.  We  havereg* 
ularly  imported  flax  from  the  distant  maikets  «f 
Russia,  because  the  demand  of  the  mannfBCtarcn 
could  not  be  satisfied  by  all  the  exeroOBs  of  «it 
farmers.  This  inras  the  case  beA>re  kber-saf  ifl| 
machinery  was  introduced,  which  adds  lo  m 
proof  of  our  capacity  for  even  handicraft  gaidi 
or  proper  maanfactures. 

&mp, — The  ability  to  produce  hemp  is  et- 
joyed  by  everj  State  in  the  Armerieaa  Uain> 
Soil,  climate,  industry,  machinery,  aitaaciea,aai 
the  possession  of  capital  in  the  shape  of  thenv 
material,  appear  to  have  carvied  this  hraaeha 
the  greatest  height  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  eftt 
since  the  extension  of  the  cotton  cnluire  ia  ihl 
quarter.  The  tnaishal  reports  a  pvodttatf«,ii 
1810,  of  5,755  tons,  in  the  prepared  state.  M 
as  there  are  made,  in  Kentucky,  453,750  yufd^a 
hempen  bagging  cloth,  for  packing  cottoa,  lai 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  niaely-eaeiBi 
one-half  tons  of  cordage,  and  mnch  yara;  taii 
moreover,  as  the  various  hempen,  fiaxea.  eiMi 
and  woollen  cloths  and  staffs,  of  that  ditfe,  ■ 
1810,  are  reported  to  have  ameoated  10  SJB6^ 
dollars,  it  is  manifest  that  the  landed  intereiti 
much  assisted  by  the  hempen  mannfactare.*  I» 


*  It  sppesrs  that,  if  tbe  United  States  were  fe  ■» 
ufactare  cloths  and  stufis,  in  as  great  a  degree  ss  iti^ 
ported  by  Kentocky,  (which  has  no  seaport,)  10  p^ 
portion  to  the  whole  popniatien  of  that  Stste  sa^^ 
the  Ij^uott,  our  manulhctvies  ef  Micih 
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renieota  in  the  proeest  for  sefMraciBg  the  fibres 
lemp  from  the  woody  part,  labor-saving  ma- 
lery  to  manafactare  it,  and  skill  id  the  ealti- 
on,  resaltiog  from  the  iotroduetion  of  experi- 
sd  maDufactorers,  haTeeahanced  the  aggregate 
le  of  hempen  goods,  and  increased  their  im- 
aiice  to  agriculture.    So  much  greater  has 

I  the  demand  for  hemp,  at  home,  than  the 
itical  ability  hitherto  to  supply  it,  that  impor- 
3D,  to  a  rery  considerable  amount,  has  regu- 
f  taken  place,  although  there  is  an  extraordi- 
f  duty  on  foreign  hemp,  and  although  the 
iration  and  manufaetore  of  cotton  have  sud- 
tjr  and  greatly  interfered  with  the  manufacture 
[lis  raw  material.  The  mani»facture  of  hemp 
ig  of  the  utmost  impoi  tanee  tothe  supplies  of 
army  and  navy,  and  to  p«Uie  defence  on  the 
er  and  on  land,  theUoked  Stafes  can  only  be 
tercd  perfectly  safe  and  independcat  by  early 

cfleetoal  eaeoorageateota  to  the  growth,  pre- 

Utoo,  and  mannrfaccure.  of  hemp.    It  is  o(  no 

iinportance  than  ihose  of  arms  and  gunpow- 

To  separate  all  the  fibrous  from  the  ligneous 

A  of  this  raw  material,  without  converting  too 

sh  of  the  strong  and  good  staple  into  worthless 

,  by  ill  management,  would  occasion  the  quan- 

for  manufacture  to  be  much  larger,  and  the 

Its  to  the  cultivator  to  be  more  considerable, 

would  render  the  operations  of  the  maoufac- 

^r8  more  easy  and  successful.    Improvements 

II  the  machinery  for  hemp  are  worthy  of  pe- 
ar attention  and  exertion. 

Vood, — Th«  numerous  and  diversified  manu- 
ures  of  wood,  and  the  consumption  of  wood 
he  business  and  families  of  the  manufacturers, 
isiou  Tast  benefits  to  rhe  landed  interest,  in  all 
atiotts,  maritime  and  interior. 
*h«  coopers  and  carpenters*  packages  for  ex- 
led  goods,  alone,  probably  exceed  two  millions 
>  hundred  thousand  in  number.  To  these  may 
idded  as  many,  or  more,  for  home  use.  The 
M  and  boats  of  the  United  States,  at  their 
itest  amount,  on  a  medium  of  a  period  of 
to  years,  have  been  computed  at  forty-five 
lions  of  dollars.  Staves,  heading,  and  boards, 
f  be  deemed  simple  or  itnperfeet  manufactures 
wood.  Carrisges  for  pleasure,  business,  and 
r,  eabinet  wares,  saddle-trees,  turnery,  with 
Dghs,  harrows,  corn  fans,  hand  and  wheelbar- 
rs,  wooden  measures,  mill  work  and  machinery, 
odea  tosCroments,  implements^  and  utensils, 
,h  the  wooden  handles  of  metallic  instruments, 

wnt  to  more  than  eighty-lbur  Bullions  of  yards. 
B  return  is  doubtless  very  short.  Though  hemp, 
d  from  the  woody  part,  and  only  prepared  for  spin- 
g,  is  not  set  down  among  the  manufactures,  yet  it  is 
terisUy  advanced  from  the  raw  state  by  that  prep* 
don.  That  the  general  return  of  Kentucky  is  very 
rt,  will  appear  certain,  when  it  is  obsenred  that 
es,  and  other  manufactures  of  tanned  leather,  hats, 
manufaetures  of  iron,  (except  bars,  eastings,  and 
nails,)  of  copper,  brass,  silver,  and  gold,  of  clocks 
I  watches,  of  lead,  of  pewter,  of  tin,  of  casks,  of 
il,  of  carriages,  of  cabinet  ware,  of  booki,  and  va- 
le other  goods^  afo 


pot  ashes,  maple  sogar,  tar,  pitch,  aud  torpentiaai 
from  the  various  forest  trees,  ashes  for  the  soap 
manufactory,  bark,  and  wood  fuel,  including  char- 
coal, are  examples  of  wooden  goods  drawn  from 
our  forests.  It  may  be  safely  alleged,  that  the 
natural  and  cultivated  trees  of  the  United  States 
are  rendered,  by  manufactures,  a  very  great  ben- 
efit to  the  landed  interest.  It  is  considered  that 
pot  ashes  and  pearl  ashes  nearly  compensate  the 
settler  for  the  expense  of  clearing  the  portion  of 
a  new  farm  assigned  for  cultivation,  in  all  situa- 
tions convenient  to  boat  navigation.  The  bark 
of  the  cork  tree  is  used  in  other  countries  as  a 
material  to  manufacture,  and  mi^ht  be  added,  by 
means  of  plantations,  to  the  North  American  pro* 
ductioos.  It  is  an  evergreen  forest  tree  in  Spain 
and  Portugal,  and  is  found  in  the  southwestern 
angle  of  France,  in  temperatures  corresponding 
with  those  of  Georgia  and  the  two  Carojioas,  and 
the  Southwestern  States  and  Territories.  We 
have  obtained  the  eork-cutting  business,  before 
the  landed  interest  have  proeured  the  exotic  tree, 
or  supplied  the  material.  It  is  an  impressive  fact, 
that  manufactures,  in  America, outrun  agriculture 
in  most  instaacas. 

The  oils  of  vegetables  aud  aaimalt  whieh  are 
generalhr  from  the  cultivated  lands  of  the  United 
States,  form  a  very  valuable  class  of  simple  man* 
ufactures,  greatly  beneficial  to  the  agrieuitural 
interest.  Theae  are  flax  seed  oil;  castor  oil.  soap, 
candles,  lard,  rendered  tallow,  wax,  butter,  and 
cheese.  We  might  add  the  olive  oil,  as  we  have 
the  proper  temperatures  in  the  country  south  of 
the  Chesapeake  hay.  A  labor-saving  machine 
has  been  introduced,  by  American  ingenuity,  into 
the  manufactories  of  common  dipped  candles. 
Rape  seed  oil  might  be  made  in  all  the  States. 
Fish  oil  being  necessary  to  make  good  leather, 
the  fisheries  of  the  Lakes  and  Western  rivers 
merit  consideration,  as  to  a  possibility  of  im- 
provement. The  aggregate  of^  the  areas  of  the 
Lakes  is  as  great  as  a  considerable  sea.  The 
caviar  and  isinglass  are  objects  of  attention  and 
profit  in  R4is8ia.  The  sturgeon  from  which  they 
are  made,  is  Acipen»er,  Ruth»  et  ^ur.  Linmm^ 
It  abounds  in  the  fresh  waters  of  the  Don  and  the 
Wolga,  and  is  suitable  for  oar  Lakes. 

Dyet  and  Palate.— Indigo,  dyin^  woods,  and 
plaats  and  pigments,  of  various  Innds,  used  in 
manufactures,  are  additional  instances  of  the  ben- 
efits of  that  branch  of  our  national  industry  to 
the  owners  and  cultivators  of  the  soil.  Manafhe- 
turing  all  we  produce  of  lead,  we  have  been 
obliged  to  import  a  large  balance  of  that  usefol 
metal,  for  our  workmen,  after  using  all  our  own 
lead,  which  is  convertible  into  various  pigments,  ia 
a  raw  material  of  several  useful  manufactures,  in 
its  separate  state,  or  mixed  with  other  metals* 
The  rapid  advance  of  lead  manufactures,  on  the 
purchase  of  Louisiana,  proves  that  they  not  only 
steadily  progress,  but  rapidly  extend,  on  every 
new  supply  of  the  raw  material.  Manufactures 
goad  the  whole  landed  interest  to  profitable  pro- 
duction. 

Thbaeeo.'^Tht  manufacture  of  tobacco,  snufiT, 
and  cigars,  has  become  a  very  considerable  bene  - 
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fit  to  the  planter.  Labor-ssving  machinery  does 
much  in  this  branch.  Our  manafactory  has  mit- 
igated the  shock  given  bv  the  recent  wars  and 
foreign  commercial  impediments  to  the  tobacco 
cultivation.  We  are  equal  to  the  supplj  of  any 
demand  for  the  export  trade,  in  snuff  and  tobacco, 
after  an  abundant  reserve  for  home  consumption. 
Fruit. — Manufactures  from  fruit  are  every 
where  economical,  and,  in  many  places,  highly 
profitable  to  the  farmer,  and  admit  of  a  Vast  and 
profitable  extension.  These  are  cider,  appltf  and 
peach  brandy,  the  wine  of  the  Corinth  fruit,*  or 
currant  wine,  and  vinegar  in  its  ordinary  state, 
and  prepared  with  the  juices  of  the  various  fruits. 
It  is  believed  that  the  extent  in  which  the  Amer- 
ican currant  wine  has  been  already  made,  has  not 
been  observed  or  considered,  nor  are  its  pleasant- 
ness, utility,  facility  of  manufacture,  nor  our  vast 
capacity  for  the  manufacture,  sufficiently  known, 
or  duly  appreciated.  The  red,  black,  and  white 
currants  grow  and  produce  well  in  our  most 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  and  in  colder  parts 
of  Europe.  The  proper  Corinthian  grape  was 
found  in  the  climate  of  Southern  Greece,  and  iu 
island  of  Zante.  The  red,  black,  and  white  cur* 
rants  are  indigenous  or  domesticated  here.  They 
all  yield  wine.  The  quantity  of  two  barrels,  or 
sixty-three  gallons,  may  be  easily  made  in  every 
former's  family,  without  the  use  of  more  ground 
than  he  ought  to  appropriate  for  his  common  kit- 
chen garden,  and  with  as  little  trouble  as  that  ne* 
ceaaary  to  make  butter,  cheese,  cider,  or  beer- 
Even  the  inhabitants  of  the  cities,  and  other  towns, 
who  have  eardens.  or  who  purchase  currants,' 
mav  make  the  currant  or  Corinthian  wine.  Our 
million  of  white  families  (by  ihe  census  of  1810) 
at  a  medium  of  sixty-three  gallons  each,  or  two 
barrels,  are  capable  of  preparing  sixty-three  (mil- 
lions of  gallons — a  quantity  nearly  twelve  times 
as  great  as  that  of  all  the  wine  received  from 
abroiid,  or  twenty-three  times  the  quantity  con- 
sumed in  the  United  States.!  It  is,  doubtless, 
capable  of  distillation  into  brandy.  It  woulJ  be 
ft  profitable  business  to  make  Corinthian  wine 
upon  the  great  scale,  and  it  is  far  more  worthy  of 
attention,  in  the  country  north  of  the  Bay  of 
Chesapeake,  than  the  cultivation  of  the  wine 

{:rftpe8  of  Germany,  France,  Spain,  Portugal, 
taly,  and  their  islands.  No  beverage  is  more 
pleasant;  none,  it  is  believed,  more  wholesome ; 
and  it  would  affisrd  an  universal  opportunity  to 
mitigate  the  ardor  or  diminish  the  use  of  distilled 
spirits.  ,  The  currant,  or  Corinthian  wine,  if  made 
exteasiveljr  in  the  United  States,  would  greatly 
increase  the  benefits  of  the  manufactures  of  fruit 
liquors  to  the  cultivators  and  land-holders,  which 
are  already  very  considerable,  convenient,  and 
profitable. 
As  in  relation  to  the  quantity  of  wool,  so  in  re- 

•  Rabes  on  Horticultore.  dee  Miller's  Osidener's 
Diotionmiy,  (folio  enlarged.) 

t  The  wines  left  for  eonsomption  in  the  United  States, 
in  1807,  were  only  2,692,737  gallons,  bj  the  retoms  of 
imports  and  ezpoits.  The  Madeiras,  Boignndy,  Cham- 
paign, and  fine  Clarets,  were  only  one-tenth. 


jation  to  the  manofiictures  of  the  erape*  theofia- 
ion  is  submitted,  that  the  Aurantia  Suumk^v 
the  China  orange,  is  an  useful  indieacor  of  di- 
material  temperature.  Presuming  apon  the  dif- 
ference of  nine  degrees,  which  the  steady  piote- 
tions  of  that  delicate  fruit  appear  to  justify,  (he 
following  table  of  corroponding  temperature, is 
relation  to  the  finest  wines  of  considerable  pis* 
d notions  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  is  respect- 
fully offered,  since  wines,  or  fermented  spuia, 
brandies,  and  cremor  tartar,  or  the  salt  of  wise, 
are  manufactures  from  the  grape. 

Moselle,  Rhenish,  and  Hock  wines,  are  prodoeedii 
49®  to  60^  North  latitnde  inEoxope — eqnsl,in  K«A 
America,  to  4<^  to  41^ 

Champaign  itine,  in  49®  North  latitiiae  in  Euspt- 
equal,  in  North  America,  to  40^. 

Bnignndy  wine,  in  47«  to  48«»  North  laiitai*  m 
Europe — equal,  in  North  America,  to  38^  to  9^. 

Claiet,  Banteme,  and  Grave  wines,  in  44^*  to4Si* 
North  latitude  in  Europe  equal,  in  North  Amcbests 
35i<'  to  36i<>. 

Oporto,  or  Port  wine,  41<>  S<K'  North  latitads  is 
Europe— equal,  in  North  America,  to  33^  90^. 

Lisbon  and  CarcaveU  wines,  3Si^  to  39i<»  No* 
latitude— equal,  in  North  America,  to  39^^  to  3(4^ 

Xeres  or  Sheny,  8L  Lucar,  and  Malaga,  or  bmb- 
tain  wines,  in  37^  2ff'  North  laUtnde— equal,  in  Karib 
America,  to  S8«  »', 

Cider  and  Perry. — The  mannfactures  of  eider 
and  perry  are  so  hlghlv  perfected  in  Rmopef  tbMt 
the  former  liquor,  of  the  most  excelJear  jovitfi 
has  been  sold  for  prices  greater  than  du  fiist  coats 
of  some  of  the  wines  of  the  Baropeaa  aad  African 
islands,  and  of  those  continenti.  Muck  more 
might  be  safely  asserted  of  the  British  cider.  The 
American  cider  advances  rapidly  ia  quantity  and 
quality.  So  far  as  either  the  fining, fermentatioa, 
or  ripening  of  the  liquor,  or  the  quality  of  the 
fruit,  may  be  effected  by  the  temperature  of  the 
climate,  the  same  difference  of  nine  degrees  aiy 
be  considered  in  relation  to  the  cider  eonatricsM 
Europe  and  America.  It  is  conceived  thit,ia 
safe  comparisons  of  places,  the  aittiations  of  m 
should  be  on  continents.  The  climates  of  isliaii 
of  the  same  magnitude  may  also  be  conpaie^ii 
the  same  manner. 

Grain, — The  eridences  of  the  immense  adfiir 
tages  which  the  landed  interest  derives  from  mt^ 
ufactures,  will  be  concluded  by  the  addnctioaef 
some  facts  in  relation  to  those  from  grain,  i 
single  State  returns  the  varioos  deacriplioMef 
meal  and  flour  to  the  amount  of  almost  defoi 
millions  of  dollars,  made  at  twro  hundred  ui 
eight  mills,  besides  more  than  9^,3&SfiiOO  inralae 
in  fermented  malt  liquors  and  distilled  ffinti, 
chiefly  from  grain.  Cider  is  not  included.  Tkc 
whole  value  of  the  distilled  spirits  from  raslascS} 
grain,  and  fruit,  made  in  the  United  States,  a^ 
pears  to  have  been  above  fifteen  millions  aodi 
half  of  dollars^  in  1810.  Much  the  greater  vtf 
is  made  of  grain  i  to  those  are  to  be  added  waiA 
starch,  hair-powder,  and  all  the  Tnrieties  of  tk 
bakers'goods.  Considering  flour  and  meal,bob4 
sometimes  kiln  dried,  and  packed  in  caabif 
exportation,  and  biscuit  so  packed  mad  prepsA 
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aaoufactQres  from  grain,  it  appears  that  our 
>rt8  of  these  goods,  in  one  year,  have  amount- 
o^  1,557)000  casks,  of  various  sizes.  In  fine, 
1  is  the  vast  importance  of  this  branch,  that, 
e  the  grain  mills,  bake-houses,  starch,  hair- 
[d«r,  and  wafer  manufactories,  breweries,  and 
iilerte^  of  the  United  States,  suspended  in 
r  operations,  the  body  of  the  farmers  and  the 
Iters  would  be  wounded  and  crippled  in  most 
ies,  and  paralyzed  in  many  of  the  States.  It 
a  important  fact,  that  manufactories  of  grain 
:h  as  the  brewery  and  distillery)  insure  this 
Dtry  against  a  distressful  famine,  because  we 
Id  consume,  in  a  scarce  year,  in  bread,  that 
ch  was  raised  to  make  liquors, 
uch.are  the  principal  facts  which  occur  to  re- 
ection  at  this  time,  evincing  the  benefit,  to 

cultivator  and  owners  of  the  soil,  from  the 
lufactures  which  have  arisen,  unforced,  in  the 
ted  States.  Their  principal  protection  by 
ies  was  incidental.  Those  duties  were  im- 
sd  to  raise  the  necessary  revenue,  and  greatly 
>red  the  manufacturers.  I  proceed  to  submit 
ie  of  those  facts  which  evidence  the  aid  afibrd- 
by  our  manufacturing  industry  to  navigation 

commerce. 

fcLvigatwnand  Commerce. — The  construction 
hips  and  vessels,  with  their  boats,  may  be  con- 
(red  as  having  produced  an  accumulation  of 
i  description  of  manufactured  property,  in  the 
r  1810,  amounting  to  a  million  of  tons,  and 
'th  the  sum  of  forty-five  millions  of  dollars, 
^rly  estimating  the  old,  the  new,  and  the 
:  worn.  The  cloth  of  which  the  sails  were 
le,  and  an  inconsiderable  sum  in  bunting  or 
sted  stuff,  for  colors,  with  a  smaller  sum  in 
\cml  and  other  instruments,  are  all  the  foreign 
clea^  in  this  great  value,  of  those  indispensable 
Disites  to  commerce,  navigation,  and  commer<« 

defence.  Although  the  cannqn,  muskeis,  pis- 
,  swords,  pikes,  shot,  ball,  shells,  and  gunpow- 
,  of  the  public  and  private  armed  ships,  are 
7  made  in  the  United  States,  to  an  amount 
y  far  beyond  the  quantity  demanded  for  our 
rcantile  and  military  vessels,  the  cost  of  these 
cles  is  not  included  in  the  sum  of  forty-five 
lioDS)  above  mentioned, 
^he  navy,  private  armed  ships,  and  letter  of 
rqne  ships,  are  also  constructed  or  maaufac- 
Bd  in  the  United  States;  and  being  of  the  ut- 
Bt  importance  to  the  defence  of  commerce,  their 
nufacture  appears  to  be  a  proper  object  of 
dement  under  this  head. 
rbe  working  carriages  employed  in  the  various 
(rations  of  commerce,  with  many  of  the  scales 
1  weights,  measures,  and  other  utensils,  and  in- 
iments  of  trade,  are  made  in  our  work  shops, 
rhe  number  of  American  articles,  in  the  rc^- 
^  lists  of  the  exports  of  the  United  States,  is 
)at  one  hundred  and  ten,  of  which  about  sev- 
ty  are  manufactures  of  tbe  United  States,  sub- 
ving  commerce,  by  affording  new,  various,  and 
ne  convenient  articles  of  ex  portation.  Among 
»e  aje  included  flour,  bread,  boards,  and  scant- 
g,  with  other  articles,  not  always  considered  as 
Aufactures.  But,  if  we  did  not  make  boards, 
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scantling,  shingles,  staves,  heading,  flour,  meal, 
and  biscuit,  the  foreign  sugar  colonies  would  not 
take  off  much  of  our  wheat  and  timber.  The 
manufactures  of  wool  and  crrain  render  the  ori- 
ginal productions  or  materials  convenient  to  our 
general  trade,  and  absolutely  necessary  to  some 
of  its  branches.  The  value  of  some  of  our  export- 
ed manufactures,  as  they  are  sometimes  strictly 
considered,  may  not  exceed  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars, but  these  constitute  an  interesting  assistance 
to  foreign  trade,  and  are  steadily  increasing.  If, 
however,  we  add  1,557,000  casks  of  flour,  meal, 
and  biscuit,  at  an  average  price'of  eight  dollars, 
with  two  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  feet  and 
pieces  of  sawed,  split,  and  dressed  boards,  plank, 
scantling,  staves,  «c.,  and  some  other  articles  of 
alike  nature,  the  manufacturing  operation,  though 
imperfect,  becomes  very  influential  on  the  conve- 
nience of  stowage,  the  benefit  of  freight,  the  ac- 
commodation of  purchasers,  and,  subsequently, 
upon  the  activity  and  prosperity  of  commerce. 

The  manufacturers  assist  the  merchants  by 
their  purchases  of  very  large  quantities  of  foreign 
raw  materials,  imported  in  their  vessels.  These 
are,  wool,  hemp,  flax,  and  cotton,  iron  and  steel, 
saltpetre,  sulphur,  hides,  skins,  and  leather,  indigo, 
fustic,  and  other  dye  wood  and  dye  stufis,  lead, 
copper,  and  brass,  in  pigs  and  sheets,  tin  in  blocks 
and  sheets,  spelter,  molasses,  raw  sugars,  cocoa, 
mahogany  and  other  cabinet  woods,  wines  ana 
spirits,  for  medical  manufactures,  rags,  and  many 
other  articles,  with  coal  for  the  supply  of  their 
laboratories,  furnaces,  forges,  and  work  shops. 
The  manufacturers  also  purchase,  for  their  domes- 
tic consumption,  great  quantities  of  imported 
goods,  benefitting  the  merchant. 

The  transportation  of  American  raw  materials, 
fuel,  and  building  materials,  for  the  workmen,  oc*- 
casions  a  very  great  trade  and  business  in  boats^ 
shallops,  and  coasting  vessels,  highly  favorable  to 
the  merchants  who  own  them ;  and  the  transpor- 
tation of  American  manufactures,  in  like  manner, 
to  the  markets  on  our  rivers,  bays,  and  coasts,  is 
profitable  to  the  owners  of  vessels.  In  Great 
Britain,  the  largest  portion  of  the  tonnage  in  any 
branch,  is  that  in  the  coasting  trade.  This  branchy 
of  manufacturing  commerce  rapidly  increases. 

^he  most  distinguished  modern  commercial 
countries  in  the  world  import  great  quantities  of 
raw  materials,  and  export  large  quantities  of 
manufactures.  These  operations  constitute,  in 
fact,  the  greater  part  of  their  commerce.  In  those 
countries,  many  of  their  most  respectable  mer-* 
chants  have  become  partners  in- their  manufacto- 
ries. The  export  trade  in  British  manufactiires, 
before  the  wars  which  have  grown  out  of  the 
French  Revolution,  constituted  much  the  largest 
part  of  ihe  outward  trade,  and  it  seems  likely  to 
become  equally  considerable,  in  proportion  to  their 
exports,  on  the  return  of  a  general  peace.  This 
export  trade  in  the  valuable  manufactures  of  the 
British  Kingdom,  is  now  extensively  conducted 
by  persons  who  combine  the  business  of  the  man- 
ufacturer with  that  of  the  foreign  merchant,  or, 
in  other  words^  who  unite  those  two  great  branches 
of  commerce  in  their  respective  houses.    A  sim- 
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ilar  and  great  field  for  capital  and  mereaotile  en- 
terprise manifestlf  liesopea  before  the  American 
merchants ;  and  some  oi  them  hare  entered  upon 
k  with  capital,  spirit,  and  success.  So  far  as 
labor-saving  machinery  has  beeti  employed  in  the 
operations, the  persons  who  hare  undertaken  them 
hare  proved  the  benefits  of  manufactures  to  the 
mercantile  capitalist ;  and,  in  other  considerable 
instances,  the  same  adrantageous  employment  of 
trading  capital  ha^  occurred. 

The  banks  established  in  the  United  States, 
which  are  the  most  wealthy  and  important  of 
our  institutions  of  property,  are  mercantile  cor- 
porations. The  deposites  and  discounts  of  the 
sugar  refiners,  millers,  bakers,  distillers,  brewers, 
cotton  spinners,  woollen  manufacturers,  hatters, 
Bail  makers,  iron  masters,  various  smiths,  coopers, 
tanners,  shoeniakers,  ropemakers,  &c.  are  highly 

grofitable  to  them,  and  are  uncommonly  safe, 
itnce  our  exports  of  our  own  productions  are 
known  to  be  worth  forty-eight  millions  of  dollars, 
and  the  aggregate  value  of  our  manufactures  may 
be  safely  estimated  at  three  and  one  half  or  four 
times  that  sum,  it  is  plain  that  the  custom  of  the 
manufacturers  is  highly  important  to  our  banking 
companies.    Many  of  our  manufacturers  are  pro- 

Sietors  of  the  stocks  of  the  banks  of  the  United 
tates,  and  thus  lend  to  the  merchants. 
Insurances  on  manufactures,  raw  materials, 
teasels  employed  in  transporting  them,  coastwise, 
and  from  and  to  forei|;n  countries,  and  upon  the 
manufacturing  establishments  themselves,  afford 
considerable  benefit  to  the  private  underwriters 
and  insurance  companies.  Many  persons  con- 
cerned in  these  mercantile  institutionsare  engaged 
in  manufacturing  houses  and  associations. 

The  greater  prosperity  of  British  commerce, 
with  great  and  various  manufactures,  and  the 
lesser  prosperity  of  Irish  commerce,  with  fewer 
and  less  various  manufactures,  afford  the  most 
conclusive  evidence  of  the  benefit  of  manufac- 
tures to  foreign  trade.  This  is  the  more  clear 
and  strong,  because  the  soil  of  Ireland,  in  propor- 
tion to  its  extent,  is  better  than  that  of  Great 
Britain.  The  greater  prosperity  of  British  com- 
merce, in  time  of  peace,  with  superior  manufac- 
tures, and  the  lesser  prosperity  of  French  com- 
merce, in  the  same  season,  with  inferior  manu- 
factures, is  a  further  evidence  of  the  benefits  of 
the  useful  arts  to  foreign  trade.  The  prosperity 
of  American  trade  with  manufactures,  in  the 
seven  years  which  preceded  the  year  1810,  (the 
date  or  the  following  tables,)  was  superior  to  that 
of  the  seven  years  preceding  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  with  less  manufactures,  and 
to  the  seven  years  which  preceded  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  almost  without  manufactures. 

The  richest  ohject  of  commercial  enterprise  for 
the  merchants  of^the  United  States  is  the  trade  of 
those  countries  which  do  not  manufacture.  Of 
this,  the  trade  of  our  American  brethren  from 
Texas  and  Mexico  to  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  is 
^an  inestimable  instance.  We  can  import  their 
raw  materials  and  export  our  manufactures  to  an 
immense  amount,  with  substantial  benefit.  Their 
rich  products  will  not  often  be  received  in  the 


ports  of  Euri^e,  in  oar  vessels,  foreign  i»  ikiL 
Their  copper,  crude  su^r,  peculiar  cettemid 
woods,  their  various  dying  materiaU,  drofi^ial 
medicines,  their  wool,  hides,  and  callow,awitUB 
gold  and  silver,  will  be  exchaoged  for  dta 
wares, carriages,  paper,  refined  sa^r,  beer,disiiBi 
spirits,  candles,  hats,  boots,  shoes,  goldjand  hItb 
plate  and  jewelry,  pottery,  iron  mannfaetiRL 
mill  work,  copper  manofSactnres,  maekiBoy, 
types,  gunpowder,  arms,  ships,  and  other  ftatk^ 
boats,  and  various  other  manafactaresof  ibeUft- 
ted  States.  They  do  not  wane  oar  provisiiK 
tobacco,  cotton,  lumber,  indigo,  and  other  artidB 
of  unmanufactured  produce.  If  wre  had  oalrsad 
raw  productions,  commerce  between  the  Uatud 
States  and  foreign  America  woald  be  very  Hhu- 
ted  and  unprofitable.  As  oar  manafiietnrvs  pn- 
gress,  the  trade  with  that  near  and  coaneid 
country,  and  with  St.  Domingo,  and  all  tfeeeoeo- 
tries  similarly  circumstanced,  cannot  Ail » ia- 
crease.  Even  the  maaufaetoring  natioas  wAk 
induced  to  pa  re  base  our  goods,  which  cu  k 
made  with  vast  advantages  of  labor-saviog  at 
chinery  operating  upon  raw  materiab,  exenpni 
from  the  duties  and  other  charges  of  importiuiL 
If  we  have  re-shipped  to  other  countries  teas  d 
millions  of  the  foreign  manafactures  of  &eat 
Britain,  Ireland,  Russia,  Qermany,  Fiaaccaa' 
the  East  Indies,  we  may  ship  to  the  same  ^aee, 
the  productions  of  our  own  national  iadostry.  ff 
Great  Britain,  the  Bast  Indies,  Geranoy,  Fiaace, 
and  Russia,  find  in  foreign  conntrier  pmekucn 
for  their  manufactures,  we  may  be  Me  to  da  the 
same.  Since  the  Qovemmeat  is  impartial  aad 
friendly  to  our  merchants  and  manafactareT*. 
those  two  descriptions  of  oar  citizens  maytibe 
rally  and  profitably  aid  each  other,  as  ikiose  k 
who  live  as  fellow-citizens  in  foreign  eooatri^ 
"  The  establishment  of  many  new  raanQ&etUB 
in  the  United  States,  from  foreign  inateridi, 
occasions  new  demands  for  foreign  materiak  i* 
be  80  employed.  The  merchants,  nloae,  eaa  itt- 
port  those  materials,  and  they  most  be  iai^onri 
in  their  ships.  This  facilitates  remiuaictL 
which,  in  many  trades,  are  dlffieolt  and  aep- 
fitable. 

The  neatest  drain  of  their  eoin  and  tailiN 
which  the  United  Slates  sasiain,  is  in  the  icaM- 
tances  for  maaafactores  to  foreifa  conntries.  1^ 
our  own  manufactares  we  dimintalied  thiiM 
in  part,  and  they  already  fbmisfa  tta  with  safeii- 
tutes  for  remittances  in  the  precious  metals,  at 
further  part,  by  enabliag  as  to  send  aW 
wrought  goods,  to  the  vatoe  of  three  mittiiiii^ 
dollars.  Everything  that  iacilitateB  the  renaMi 
of  oar  coin  and  bnltion,  is  eonsidered  vkntt 
ble  to  the  merchants  and  to  oar  comnwreiria 
banking  institutions  and  operations.  A  kabiB 
of  trade  in  favor  of  the  country  is  ao  adtaaof 
to  the  mercantile  body,  and,  by  onr  manofactai^ 
we  shall  bring  more  nations  in  debt  to  us,  tto 
we  formerly  did.  So  far  as  we  export  aui^ 
tures  we  now  contribute  to  that  end. 

Manufactures,  to  a  considerable  amoaot  id 
as  malt  and  distilled  liquors,  loaf  sugar,  cki*! 
candles,  and  aoap,  are  consumed  among  tke^^ 
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f  sesmeo  aod  jiMusengera.    Manofacturers  who 
ome  to  the  United  States,  ptLj  to  our  mere  bants 
assage  money  for  tbemselTes  and  tbeir  familiea, 
nd  freight  money  for  their  future  and  other  per- 
saal  property,  imported  in  our  vessels. 
The  commerce  among  th^  several  States  in 
^e  American  Union,  in  the  raw  materials,  man- 
factures,  and  provisions  of  our  country,  is  a 
ranch  of  trade  more  certain  than  any  other.    It 
oes  not  depend  upon  foreign  laws.     Remote 
>reign  markets  are  less  accessible  in  war.     The 
>mmerce  among  the  States,  always  interesting, 
drives  the  utmost  additional  importance  from 
le  recent  deportment  of  too  many  of  the  naval 
owers.    It  is  an  evident  and  important  fact, 
lat  this  mutual  and  increasing  exchange  of  raw 
"oductioDs,  fuel,  and  provisions,  for    fini^ed 
anufaetures,  between  the  producing  and  manu- 
einrinff  States,  has  become  a  decisive  consid- 
ation  for  the  eooiiuance  of  the  Federal  Union — 
connexion  vital  to  the  general  commerce  of  the 
merican   People.    The  manifest  difficulty  of 
curing  justice  in  commercial  affairs,  even  by 
e  whole  of  the  United  States,  affords  eonclo- 
re  evidence  that  any  two  possible  sections,  into 
hich  they  might  be  cut,  would  fail  to  maintain 
e  standing  of  a  trading  nation. 
The  /YaAerieff.— The  benefits  to  the  fisheries  of 
e  United  States,  resulting  from  manufactures, 
e  considerable,  stable,  and  increasing. 
Our  manufactures  near  the  seaeoast  consume 
ry  large  quantities  of  dried  and  pickled  fish. 
Iiey  employ,  in  their  manufactures,  the;  head 
itter  of  the  whale  to  make  the  superior  oil. 
bis  will  not  coagulate,  and  it  is  fit  for  use  in 
:litheu8es  and  lamps,  in  cold  and  wet  situations. 
om  its  purity,  it  is  adapted  to  the  consumption 
good  and  well  furnished  houses.    The  resid- 
m  of  the  same  material  is  used  for  making 
nmaeeti  candles. 

The  ambrella  makers,  manuflEicturers  of  whips, 
liiog  tackle,  stay  makers,  dtc.,  employ  the 
uile  fins  or  whalebone,  the  little  cuttings  and 
Ips  o£  which  have  been  applied  to  makiuff 
tent  brttsbes,  composed  of  split  bone,  in  lieu  of 
ong  hnir. 

The  coarser  oils  are  wei  in  lamps,  in  many  of 
9  work  shops,  and  in  the  dressing  of  leather ; 
d,  in  short,  as  the  manufacturers  of  the  world, 
^ome  attd  abroad,  use  nearly  all  the  piscatory 
ieles,  in  some  one  form  or  another,  so  those  of 
i  United  States  have  long  used  some,  and  have 
nreased  in  the  use  of  others ;  and  since  foreign 
fvs  burden  those  articles  with  ruinous  duties,  it 
certain  that  our  manufacturers'  purchases  may 
hereafter  relied  on  as  a  great  and  sure  support 
the  fisheries  of  the  United  States. 
[n  all  those  particulars  in  which  manufactures 
pport  and  assist  navigation,  they  benefit  the 
Series ;  for,  ships  and  other  vessels,  and  boats 
every  size  and  description,  are  employed  in 
r  fisheries,  armed  and  unarmed;  and  as  manu« 
tures  have  strong  and  beneficial  effects  upon 
i  coasting  trade,  and  all  our  fishing  vessels,  ex- 
>t  the  large  whalers,  are  adapted  to,  and  actu- 
f  partake  in,  tbat^reat  and  sure  branch  of  the 


domestic  trade,  it  is  a  very  important  fact,  that 
the  manufactures  of  the  United  States,  in  that 
respect,  greatly  benefit  the  numerous  owners  of 
fishing  vessels.  Too  small  for  most  voyages  to 
other  countries,  and  excluded  by  foreign  naviga- 
tion laws  from  many  adjacent  ports,  the  transpor- 
tation, for  our  manufacturers,  of  raw  materials, 
provisions^  fuel,  building  materials,  and  mann* 
factured  goods,  become  to  them  a  very  necessary 
support,  whenever  they  are  disappointed  in  taking 
fish.  The  fishing  season  is  but  a  portion  of  the 
year.  Out  of  that  season,  the  coasting  trade  af- 
fords convenient  employment  to  fishing  vessels. 

The  manufacture  of  salt  is  a  very  oonsi4krable 
aid  to  the  fisheries.  If  the  temperature  of  the 
climates,  in  which  lie  the  best  satt  ponds.of  Eu- 
rope, be  proved  (by  the  growth  of  the  sweet  or- 
ange tree)  to  be  the  same  as  those  of  the  Fioridas 
and  Louisiana,  and  if  it  be  recollected  that  the 
best  French  Suropean  salt  is  made  without  fttel, 
and  by  the  natuml  evanoration  by  the  sun,  ia  a 
temperature  correspondiuff  with  that  of  the  Ac- 
comae  coast  of  Virginia,  the  beneficial  effects  of 
this  manufacture  may  be  deemed  permanent  aad 
increasing.  The  fairest  and  purest  marine  salt 
of  France  is  made  on  the  Isle  of  Rh6,  in  north 
latitude  46  degrees  and  15  minutes.  It  is  made 
by  the  sun  as  far  North  as  fiourneuf,  Croisac,afid 
Guesrande,  in  ancient  Brittany,  and  the  latitude 
of  47  degrees. 

All  the  peculiar  tackle  and  instruments  of  the 
fisheries  are  well  manufactured  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  fishermen  themselves^  at  leisure 
times,  make  a  number  of  them,  by  which  many 
of  the  benefits  of  domestic  or  household  manu- 
factures are  realized.  This  remark  also  applies 
to  the  manufacture  of  a  great  part  of  the  oil. 
The  packing  of  a  cask  of  &h,attd  the  making  of 
the  cask  and  of  the  pickle,  add  as  much  per  cen- 
tum to  the  value  of  the  fish,  as  the  correspond- 
ing operations-  add  to  the  value  of  several  raw 
materials;  some  of  the  European  economical 
writers,  therefore,  class  salted  and  pickled  meats 
and  fish  among  their  manufactures. 

From  a  review  of  these  facts,  not  only  the  pe- 
culiar benefits  rendered  by  the  manufacturers  to 
the  fisheries  are  evinced,  but,  it  is  apparent  that 
the  operations  of  the  fishermen  partake  strongljr 
of  the  manufacturing  character. 

J^enee. — It  has  been  considered  as  proper  to 
submit,  under  a  separate  and  distinct  head,  anoth- 
er class  of  facts,  relating  to  such  manufactures  as 
are  useful  or  necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

It  has  occasionally  been  deemad  expedient  lo 
restrain  the  exportation  of  those  manufaetiHres 
which  are  requisite  for  war.  From  this  consid- 
eration«  and  from  obvious  policy,  the  Federal  and 
State  Governments  are  conceived  to  have  wisely 
partaken,  even  in  the  manufactories  of  such  war- 
like goods,  and  to  have  encouraged  them,  by  high 
duties  and  by  advances  in  specie,  or  in  raw  ma- 
terials. Difficulties  arising  from  a  want  of  capi- 
tal, are  thus  surmounted,  in  cases  wherein  the 
public  purchases  are  often  the  principal,  and  al- 
ways very  considerable. 
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The  important  modern  operation  of  casting  of 
cannon,  without  a  calibre,  and  boring  them  oat 
of  the  solid  iron,  for  the  reception  of  the  ball  by 
water  machinery,  was  first  performed  at  the  pab- 
lie  expense  in  the  United  States.    Several  armo- 
ries, for  small  fire  arms  and  swords,  have  been 
established  by  the  States  and  by  the  Union. 
Contracts,  with  advances  of  money,  not  only  for 
making  arms  and  other  military  manafactares, 
bat  for  importations  of  the  proper  raw  materials, 
have  been  repeatedly  made,  and  to  a  large  amount, 
apon.  security.    Adversary  belligerents  have  for- 
bidden or  prevented  the  exportation  of  warlike 
manafactures  to  the  United  States,  faring  oar 
late  neutrality.     Indian  wars,  occasions  of  ap- 
parent danger  from  abroad,  and  the  commercial 
demands  on  this  country  for  military  supplies  for 
▼arious  foreign  places,  within  the  last  twenty 
years,  have  caused  very  considerable  attention  to 
the  repair  and  manufacture  of  arms,  and  to  making 
establishments  for  these  and  other  instruments 
and  munitions  of  war  in  the  United  States.    It 
may  be  safely  affirmed  that  there  is  no  irremov- 
able obstacle  to  the  manufacture  of  every  species 
of  arms,  and  almost  every  suppljr  of  war,  of  good 
qualities,  and  in  sufficient  quantities.    A  well  de- 
vised system  of  inspection  exists  in  some  branch- 
es of  manufacture,  under  several  of  the  State 
Governments,  and  such  a  system,  as  to  military 
sapplies,  has  been  proved  to  be  indispensably  ne- 
cessary, by  the  experience  of  the  Union  and  of 
the  States,  on  many  occasions,  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  last  twenty  years.    But,  whatever  has 
been  the  amelioratioii  of  this  important  operation, 
within  two  or  three  years,  the  ordinary  commerce 
and  exportation  of  arms,  without  inspection,  is 
yet  practicable,  while  the  trade  in  flour,  wet  pro- 
Tisions,  lumber,  potashes,  and  other  goods,  in  sev- 
eral of  the  States,  has  been  wisely  placed  under 
a  very  strict  and  salutary  regimen  of  inspection. 

Since  various  foreign  nations  have  obstructed 
military  supplies,  which  we  have  endeavored  to 
procure  from  their  ports,  and  since  the  present 
war  has  imparted  the  contraband  character  to  all 
such  things,  the  importance  of  the  manufactures 
of  that  description  to  the  defence  of  the  coun- 
try, particularly  at  this  time,  is  very  great  and 
manifest. 

The  possession  of  iron,  lead,  saltpetre,  charcoal, 
wood  for  ships  and  vessels,  for  military  carpentry, 
and  for  every  description  of  the  wooden  imple- 
naents  of  war,  and  the  constant  supplies  of  for- 
eign raw  materials,  for  warlike  manufactures, 
enable  the  United  States  to  make  the  necessary 
establishments.  Accordingly,  it  appears  that 
cannon  foundries,  and  all  other  military  works 
and  shops,  are  as  practicable  as  they  are  indis- 
pensable to  the  peace,  the  union,  and  safety  of 
the  country.  The  difference  in  the  situations  of 
the  United  States,  at  the  respective  commence- 
ments of  hostilities,  in  the  year  1775.  and  in  the 
year  1812,  is  greater,  in  respect  to  the  various 
manufactures  necessary  to  defence,  than  it  is  in 
respect  to  any  other  matter  in  the  whole  circle 
of  ito  national  industry.  In  the  times  of  the  Pro- 
vinces, the  public  defence  was  under  the  care 


and  control  of  an  external  and  distant 
Government,  which  preferred  to  draw  the  fik 
supplies  from  the  manufactures  of  the  aon- 
poiitan  State,  adjacent  to  its  Coart  tod  oSts. 
But  now,  the  all-important  principle  of  iaieial 
resource,  well  understood,  and  the  praeot  m 
of  American  industry,  occasion  a  conrse  hat 
trically  opposite  to  be  maintained  by  theUiia, 
the  States,  many  associations,  aod  ooounB 
individuals. 

Labor-saving  Machinery  and  CbttoR.— It  iii 
fact,  in  the  history  of  the  maaaiaetarei  of  tk 
United  States,  that,  in  some  very  importtit  u- 
stances,  the  knowledge  or  acqoisitioB  of  tk 
means  of  manufacturing  has  oceasioDed  exeifr 
ments  and  exertions  of  the  coltivaton  (o  pnte 
the  raw  materials.  In  this  complex  bniKs, 
success  in  one  portion  of  the  means  hasqaieW 
the  exertions  to  procure  the  remaittder.  htk 
year  1786, 1  became  well  acqaaiDted  fi  tbe 
fact,  that  labor-saving  spinning;  maekiBCfy  vu 
in  considerable  use  in  Great  Britain.  Itvun- 
derstood  that  it  was  applicable,  at  that  tiiDe,oiif 
to  the  carding  and  spinninff  of  eottoD,  viiie^fe 
constantly  imported  from  foreign  cooflthes.  k 
the  coarse  of  the  following  Autnoin  and  Witts 
repeated  examinations  and  consideratioosoTikB 
subject  occasioned  very  high  expeetaiioo^froo 
a  few  well  authenticated  facts  ia  relttioB  lo  tk 
production  of  the  cotton  raw  materiti  io  gvd«v 
and  other  small  pieces  of  laod,  is  iir'Mr^'^ 
the  latitude  of  thirty-eight  deptuiti^:^^ 
minutes,*  and  in  some  other  ^\»ets(»^^^^ 
of  the  Chesapeake  bay.  It  watiflferttd,  that,  ti 
the  shrub  or  tree  grew  in  thai  eeow^  ^^V^ 
in  our  country,  all  the  extensive  itp« mo*  « 
thirty-nine  was  capacle  of  prodoeiag  eoott 
which  is  found  not  only  in  climates  bolter tui 
the  warmest  of  those  of  North  America,  wta 
the  torrid  zone.  It  was  therefore  c<?™?y 
presumed,  that  the  cotton  splDDiog  mill  a^^ 
he  brought  into  very  beneficial  use  ia  tkeUiitn 
States.  The  ptt>duction  of  cotton  in  the  w» 
tlements  of  Virginia,  was  carefollf  eiaaiBWi* 
a  test  of  this  opinion,  and  opportumtiff  «>(■ 
to  make  it  in  a  manner  commaDdiD|  rauitM; 
fidenee.  After  the  more  exact  iofonnatiB." 
the  existence  and  operations  of  the  laboran^ 
cotton  machinery,  in  Europe,  had  led  toiicw 
reflection  on  the  imporunce  of  the  ^f^^r^ 
of  this  country  to  produce  the  proper  raw  ij* 
rial,  the  most  effectual  measures  were  aeBf^ 
puraued  to  excite  the  attention  of  the  wbokj* 
munity,  and  particularly  of  the  P^uteisJ " 
five  original  Southern  States.  Bat,  thoi^F^ 
capacity  to  produce  cotton  was  so  i!^^!^ 
this  time  know  it  to  have  always  beeo,o^ 
labor-saving  machinery  was  eOeeting  *^ 
in  Great  Britain,  and  though  commoa  c^ 
was  then  worth,  in  the  United  States,  Mf^ 
cents  per  pound,  owing  to  foreign  trade » 
and  though  it  was  at  a  hiarh  price  ia  ^^J^ 
of  Europe,  several  years  elapsed  ^^''^^f^jZ 
attention  to  the  culture  could  be  eicii««>*^ 

•A  vidnitiy  in  *ha  eonnty  of  TsIbot,ia  Jh^ 
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'  the  oumeroos  pabiications  which  were  ioces- 
Dtly  made. 

At  lengthy  however,  the  proper  consideration  of 
is  great  natarai  capacity  of  the  Southern  States, 
id  of  the  peculiar  value  of  iabor-savinff  machine- 
to  a  nation  of  moderate  numbers,  dwelling  in 
country  of  redundant  soil,  with  the  all-import* 
It  discovery  of  the  saw-gin,  has  occasioned  our 
iltivators  to  produce  the  requisite  cotton.   These 
ro  machines  for  cleaning  cotton,  in  America,  and 
r  spinning  it,  abroad  and  at  home,  with  the  or- 
Dary  modes  of  household  manufacture,  have 
awn  the  planters  into  an  enriching  revolution 
the  Southern  agriculture. 
The  principle  of  labor-saving  means  of  man- 
ftcture  bein^  thus  brought  into  consideration 
d  practice,  in  the  case  of  machinery ;  and  la- 
r-saving  processes,  such  as  the  brewery,  distil- 
y,  and  tannery,  being  drawn  into  similar  uo- 
e,  a  new  and  very  beneficial  career  in  the  na- 
mal  industry  has  been  commenced  by  the  United 
ates.  Carded  and  combed  wool,  flax,  and  hemp, 
ve  been  subsequently  subjected  to  manufactur- 
^  machinery^dapted  to  their  respective  forms 
d  natures.    We  have  been  taught  that  thirty 
>Q8and  pieces  of  metal  bave  been  coined  and 
anted  in  England,  in  a  single  hour,  by  a  steam 
g;ine,  adapted  to  mechanism,  capable  of  appli- 
tion  to  the  button  manufactory,  and  to  other 
inches  susceptible  of  such  operations.     Sev- 
tl  nail  making  machines  of  curious  facility 
d  ffreat  utility,  have  been  invented  in  the  Uoi- 
1  States.     Certain  skins,  formerly  half  expend- 
in  offal  parings,  or  remaining  of  an  useless 
ckness^  have  Men  split,  by  an  American  in- 
ntion.  into  two  equal  and  useful  parts.    The 
nple  but  tedious  operations  of  the  dip  manu- 
(ture  of  tallow  candles,  bave  been  abridged  or 
selerated  by  a  labor-saving  wheeL    The  meefa- 
Ism  for  steam  has  undergone  a  variety  of  new 
d  curious  modifications  in  this  country,  greatly 
tending  the  uses  of  that  vast  and  omnipresent 
wer,  in  modes  directly  or  indirectly  subservi- 
t  to  manufactures.    An  improvement  in  the 
Qstruction  of  draught  casks  has  been  invented, 
obviate  the  great  expense  of  bottling  malt  ano 
ler  fermented  liquors.    A  simple,  cheap,  and 
)ld  chemical  process  has  been  discovered  to 
tract  the  ill-flavored  empyreumatic  oil  from 
itilled  spirits.    Since  the  confirmation  of  the 
dements  in  this  country,  hydraulics,  geometry, 
emistry,  and  all  the  arts  and  sciences,  have 
en   rendered  very  extensively  subservient  to 
inufactares  and  the  useful  arts.    Deeply  im- 
issed  with  the  peculiar  value  to  them  of  these 
>dern  aids  and  means,  the  people  of  the  United 
ates  seek  the  establishment  of  manufactures  by 
ery  variety  of  ingenious  mechanism,  process, 
d  device,  which,  while  they  save  time  and  la- 
r,  manifestly  exempt  them  from  the  deleterious 
kles  of  the  old  manufacturing  system.    If,  in 
ler  coantries,  and  in  former  times,  various  clas-^ 
I  of  morbid  and  decrepit  persons  were  produced 
the  ancient  method  of  making  goods  only  bv 
man  hands,  and  the  citizens  of  America  shall 
ntinoe  to  pursue,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power, 


the  use  of  water,  steam,  horses,  cattle,  machinery, 
dexterity,  and  various  modern  processes  and  de* 
vices,  to  effect  the  same  beneficial  ends,  they  will 
prevent  the  creation  and  existence  of  those  sickly 
and  deformed  classes  of  people  in  this  country. 
Women,  relieved  in  a  considerable  degree  from 
their  former  employments  as  carders,  spinners, 
and  fullers,  by  hand,  occasionally  turn  to  the  oc- 
cupations  of  the  weaver^  with  improved  machine-* 
ry,  and  instruments,  which  abridge  and  soften  the 
labor,  while  the  male  weavers  employ  themselves 
in  superintendence,  instruction,  superior  or  other 
operations,  and  promote  their  health  by  occa- 
sional attentions  to  gardening,  agriculture^  and 
the  clearing  and  improvement  of  their  farms. 
The  lapse  of  a  few  years  will  release  from  the 
restraint  of  the  patent,  the  iron  bound  shoe,  f  the 
rights  to  make  which  are  much  diffused,)  wnen 
the  sedentary  labors  of  the  journeymen  will  be 
greatly  relieved.  The  dangerous  services  of  the 
sedentary  writer's  desk,  have  been  lessened  by 
the  printing,  copperplate,  and  copying- presses, 
and  several  peotagraphic  and  other  graphic  in- 
ventions. Many  of  the  uses  of  the  labors  of  the 
statuary  and  the  painter  have  been  attained  by 
the  multiplied  portraits  and  scenic  representa- 
tions of  the  various  classes  of  engravers.  The 
auxiliary  part  of  the  making  of  men's  apaarel,  is 
extensively  performed  by  the  aid  of  females, 
formed  by  nature  and  haoit  for  sedentary  occu- 
pations. Some  branches  of  manufacture  unfa- 
vorable to  health,  are  unsuitable  to  us,  and  will 
be  long  unknown  in  our  country,  and  other 
branches,  formerly  of  the  same  ill  tendency,  have 
been  exempted  from  their  pernicious  effects  by 
the  employment  of  mills  and  the  improvements, 
in  the  operations^  and  in  the  construction  of  lab- 
oratories. It  is  a  manifest  truth,  that,  besides  the 
proper  personal  powers,  industry,  and  skill,  of  the 
United  States,  we  have  attained  by  water,  steam, 
cattle,  labor-saving  machinery,  and  chemistry, 
the  means  to  effect,  with  an  exactness  and  promp- 
titude beyond  the  reach  of  manual  power  and 
skill,a  great  variety  and  number  of  manufacturing 
operations.  These  wonderful  machines,  working 
as  if  they  were  animated  beings,  endowed  with 
all  the  talents  of  their  inventors,  laboring  with 
organs  that  never  tire,  and  subject  to  no  expense 
of  food,  or  bed,  or  raiment,  or  dwelling,  may  be 
justly  considered  as  equivalent  to  an  immense 
body  of  manufacturing  recruits,  eni>  ed  in  the 
service  of  the  country. 

In  order  to  display  the  present  form  and  nature, 
and,  in  some  d^ree,  the  extent  of  the  arts  and 
manufactures  orthe  United  States,  the  substance 
of  the  returns  of  the  marshals  and  their  assistants 
will  be  presented  in  the  form  of  tables,  in  the  third 
and  fourth  parts  of  this  statement.  In  submitting 
this  body  of  new  evidence,  it  is  necessary  to  state, 
that  the  information  it  contains  is  of  various 


*  The  diminution  of  manual  labor  in  Great  Biitaint 
by  means  of  machineiy,  in  the  cotton  business,  was 
estimated,  in  the  year  1808,  at  900  to  1.  An  aUe 
writer  and  artist,  (Mr.  John  Duncan  of  Glaagow,) 
conaiderB  it  to  be  much  more. 
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datea,  ia  tbe  last  five  months  of  the  fear  1810,  and 
that  it  relates  to  the  whole  national  popnlatioo  of 
that  time,  being  7,2^,903  persons,  of  ooth  sexes, 
and  of  all  colors,  ages,  and  conditions.  Though 
many  of  tbe  officers  and  assistants  hare  performed 
this  new  and  difficult  service  with  great  zeal  and 
intelligence,  yet  various  causes  have  concurred  to 
occasion  numerous  and  very  considerable  imper- 
fections and  omissions  in  returns  from  cities, 
towns,  and  villages,  townships,  hundreds,  and 
counties,  and  as  to  valuable  branches. and  arti- 
cles, from  States,  to  be  observable.  In  these  first 
sets  of  tables,  it  has  not  been  thought  best  to  sup- 
ply these  by  estimates,  which  might  be  erroneous 
and  sanguine.  It  was  observed  that  there  were 
some  instances  of  goods  of  a  doubtful  nature,  or 
which  could  not  be  considered  as  manufactured, 
in  so  material  a  degree  as  to  entitle  them  to  be 

E laced  in  the  class  of  "  manufactures."  These 
ave  been  separately  exhibited,  but  are  considered 
as  sufficiently  relative  to  the  subject  of  the  state- 
ment to  render  these  imperfect  returns  of  them 
useful  both  to  the  various  departments  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  those  who  are  engaged  or  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  the  manufacturing  business. 


Part  II. 


A  eidkeiion  of  additional  faet^tUnding  to  thoUf  the 
practieal  fiundaHono,  aetual  frogreu^  condition^ 
and  utttbut^mmt  of  the  Amenean  Ari$  and  Man- 
ufaeturest  and  their  connexion  with  the  toeaUh  and 
etrmgth  of  the  Untied  Statee. 
In  the  tables  which  form  the  third  and  fourth 
parts  of  this  statement  is  contained  the  result  of 
this  first  attempt  of  an  extensive  and  populous 
country,  or  perhaps  of  any  country,  to  ascertain, 
in  detail,  the  facts  which  constitute  and  display 
the  actual  condition  of  its  manufactures.  The 
doty  was  additional  and  secondary  to  the  periodi- 
cal enumeration  of  the  people,  and  required  a 
Ipnger  period  of  time  than  was  allowable  for  such 
an  enumeration,  enjoined  as  a  basis  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  Constitutional  power.  The  period 
of  the  two  measures  was  not  sufficient  for  cor- 
respondence between  the  superior  and  subordi- 
nate officers,  which  would  have  produced  more 
perfect  details  and  greater  uniformity  and  per- 
spicuity* It  may,  however,  be  affirmed,  that  the 
tables  contain  a  great  number  and  variety  of  clear 
indications  of  the  state  of  the  manufacturing 
branch  of  the  national  industry,  and  a  mass  of 
positive  evidence  upon  the  subject,  in  relation  to 
the  Eastern,  Northern,  Middle,  Southern,  Atlan- 
tic and  Western  sections  or  grand  divisions  of  the 
country,  with  respect  to  the  forms  or  modes  of 
the  manufactures  which  have  grown  up,  the  raw 
materials  upon  which  they  operate,  a  very  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  value  to  which  they  have 
arisen,  very  useful  data  for  the  comparative  value 
of  internal  commerce  or  manufactures,  and  exter- 
nal commerce  or  navigation  and  foreign  trade, 
and  much  elucidation  of  the  operations  of  manu- 
faotnring  industry  upon  tbe  commercial  and  the 
landed  interest,  and  npon  the  public  safety. 
From  the  official  papers  on  which  the  tables 


are  founded,  and  from  many  otber  soorcei,! 
additional  information,  not  reducible  iDtoicfdn 
columns,  has  be«i  collected,  which  it  is  nowpn- 
posed  to  submit  in  tbe  form  of  statemeais^  coe- 
cerning  several  branches  and  denomioatiooitf 
manufactures,  and  the  connected  machinery.  To 
show  the  importation  of  manufactares  in  the  Ia 
year  of  the  present  Constitution,  the  snbstanee  d 
the  return  of  that  year  of  ordinary  trade,  wiM  Ik 
added.  The  national  popaUtion  -wns  then  mtvAj 
four  millions  of  persons,  and  the  ralne  of  fereift 
manufactures  was  abon  t  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Some  of  the  non-enumerated  or  ansped- 
fied  goods  were  certainly  not  manafactnrei^  kt 
their  value  is  not  considerable,  and  may  be  foflj 
allowed  for  by  the  deduction  of  $295,688  96,  which 
has  been  made  from  the  amoant  of  the  retsn. 
Distilled  spirits  were  not  included  anaong  ihoe 
imported  manufactures.  If  our  populatioi  he 
taken  at  seven  millions  and  a  quarter  in  1810, oar 
demand  for  foreign  manufactures  might  be  eoa- 
temporarily  estimated  at  $27,187,5001  Bat.  oa 
the  one  hand,  importation  has  been  increased  it 
consequence  of  a  freer  consuraption,  and  the  b^ 
siness  produced  by  increased  ireftlth  and  dber 
circumstances^  On  the  other  hand,  the  coasaaf* 
tion  of  foreign  manufactures  has  been  dimiaithei 
bv  the  great  increase  of  those  of  the  United  SiaieL 
The  exportations  of  manufactures,  ia  the  yeu 
1807,  are  af^rwards  given,  so  far  as  they  nppmt 
on  the  face  of  the  general  custora-hoase  remrss; 
but  it  is  considered  as  a  certain  fac^  £ha(  a  great- 
er value  is  exported  than  appears  fiom  that  doe* 
ument.  * 

A  very  great  number  and  Tariety  of  Umary 
productions,  foreign  and  American,  diffuse  ik 
knowledge  of  labor-saving  machinery,  proeessei^ 
and  devices,  and  quicken  the  progress  of  raaaa- 
facturing  industry  and  skill.  Those  which  favor 
family  or  household  manufactures  are  peealiiiiy 
interesting.  It  is  respectfully  suggested,  that  it 
would  repay  the  expense  and  pains,  if  measares 
were  taken,  under  koown  public  authority,  toas- 
certain  and  exhibit,  by  plain  descriptions  or  spe- 
cifications and  engravings,  the  best  set  of  iape* 
ments,  instruments,  utensils,  and  maebiaery,  a- 
isting  in  the  United  States,  to  render  bous^oU 
manufactures  more  and  more  easy,  expeditioak 
convenient,  economical,  and  profitable.  Theflj 
shuttle  is  considered  as  a  very  valuable  iavea- 
tioo.  but,  though  it  has  been  known  in  this  tarn- 
try  'many  years,  more  than  ninety-nioe  haa- 
dredths  of  our  shuttles  are  not  of  that  deacriptisk 
The  same  observation  occurs  as  to  spinning  fis3k» 
mules,  jennies,  die.  The  stocking  loom«  ths^^ih 
so  much  more  rapid  in  its  work  than  the  kaistag 
needle,  has  not  been  yet,  by  any  means,  saffiiei- 
ently  extended.  It  is  more  convenient,  in  a  pn- 
vate  family,  than  the  smallest  cloth  loom,  or  the 
great  spinning  wheel. 

It  is  necessary  to  observe  that  several  Inets^ia 
the  first  part  of  this  statement  will  be  UmaA  ia 
this  second  part.  They  were  given  in  the  iorai& 
on  the  ground  of  the  general  economy  and  polief 
of  manufactures,  merely  to  show  their  inflata* 
in  favor  of  agriculture,  commerce,  the 
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4  defeoec.  In  the  foHowiDg  stttotncnts  they 
p  adduced  io  a  strict  practical  Tiew,  to  mani- 
it  the  state  of  the  respective  braDches  of  man* 
ictures  and  of  the  specific  means  of  their  exe- 
ition. 

CoUatk — This  raw  material  beio^  the  only  re- 
ndant  one  produced  in  the  United  States,  adapt- 
to  the  manofacture  of  cloths  for  apparel  and 
roiture,  and  beia^  the  most  sasceptible  of  labor- 
ring  operations,  the  cotton  branch  will,  proha* 
r,  become,  very  soon,  the  most  considerable  of 
r  manufactores.    It  is  adapted  to  all  seasons, 
its  various  forms,  and  to  a  irreater  variety  of 
»  than  any  other  cloth  or  staff.    While  sheep's 
ol  continues  to  be  much  more  wanted,  cotton 
lol  will  be  proportionably  used  as  a  substitute 
it  in  blankets,  cordurojs,  velvets,  and   the 
lin  or  warp  of  goods,  with  woollen  woof  or 
log.    Cotton  goods  can  be  printed — an  ope- 
ion  seldom  performed  on  woollens  or  silkfr-* 
rer  on  hempen  soods.    They  are  substitutes 
worsteds  or  stuBs  of  combed  wool,  and  for 
[8.  which  are  made  of  raw  materials,  not  yet 
isiderable  in  the  United  States.    The  cotton 
ling  States  are  the  most  numerous  employ- 
of  family  looms.    Improvements  in  the  house- 
dcardingmachinery,spinningmachinery,loom 
I  shuttle,  and  in  family  bleaching  and  dy[ing, 
producing  new  and  great  facilities,  savings, 
1  profits,  in  the  mantifacture  of  cotton  goods  by 
iarmers  and  planters.    The  cotton  cloths,  for 
iotts  uses,  manufaetured  in  4he  United  States, 
eeded  in  measurement,  in  the  year  1810,  all 
other  cloths,  that  is,  all  the  cloths  of  flax,  hemp, 
dI,  and  silk;  and  the  progress  of  the  cotton 
aeh  is  grearer  than  any  other,  and,  indeed,^ 
Kier  that  that  of  all  the  others.    Capitalists  c<i  n 
It  easily  extend  themseles  in  the  cotton  mano- 
lure,  because  the  ftiaterial  is  abundant,  and  ea- 
le  of  being  conveniently  and  promptly  increa- 
The  United  Slates  have  some  palpable  and 
ftt  advantages,  over  their  foreign  rivals,  in  the 
ton  branch.    Those  of  Europe  depend  upon 
%n  agriculture  for  the  raw  material,  for  the 
igo  dye,  and,  in  a  considerable  degree,  for  their 
id  stuff.    Those  in  the  East  Indies  will  not  be 
»wed,  or  be  able,  to  use  labor-saving  machinery. 
provements  in  the  looms,  and  other  things,  are 
osed  by  force  in  Europe.    The  expenses,  costs, 
,  charges  of  transporting  cotton  from  the  fartns 
:  plantations,  even  near  the  coasts  of  the  Uni- 
States,  to  the  manufactories  of  Manchester, 
isgow,  and  Rouen,  and  the  same  charges  upon 
manufactured  goods  from  Manchester,  Qias- 
r,  and  Rouen,  to  the  houses  of  the  planters  and 
ners   in  America,  are  equal  to  fifty  per  cent. 
\n  the  European  costs  of  the  finer,  and  seventy 
cent,  upon  the  coarse,  heavy,  and  bulky  goods 
hoae  great  ipanufaQturing  towns.    Every  per- 
capable  of  working  in  manufactories  of  wool- 
lioen,  hempen,  and  silken  cloths,  can  become, 
esa  than  a  week,  a  good  cotton  manufacturer. 
I  cotton  branch,  in  the  United  States,  is  the 
i,t  resort  of  all  unemployed  eloth  manuiac- 
»ra,  a>D<l  there  is  here  no  impediment  to  a  per- 
'a  changing  his  trade  or  employment,  or  place 


of  business.  Every  man  and  woman  in  America, 
uncharged  with  crime,  is  free  of  every  city,  town, 
borough,  village,  hamlet,  township,  hundred,  and 
county,  and  enjoys  the  freedom  of  every  occupa- 
tion, trade,  and  calling.  The  chief  American 
bark  and  other  dyes,  and  particularly  the  costless 
dye,  called  the  iron  liquor,  made  by  covering  use* 
less  fragments  of  that  metal  with  vinegar  or  the 
pyroligneous  acid,  are  convenient  coloring  for  co^> 
ton  yarn  and  cloths.  A  great  desideratum  in  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  is  a  method  of  giving 
it  a  true  scarlet  dye,  which  no  art  has,  hitherto, 
been  able  to  fix  in  goods  made  ef  this  raw  mate- 
rial. It  has  been,  for  many  years,  the  subject  of 
an  offer  of  a  very  considerable  preminm  in  Eu- 
rope. The  Americans  make  good  red  cotton  for 
the  weaver,  superior  to  Turkey  yarn. 

In  consequence  of  numerous  and  particular  in- 
quiries and  communications,  in  and  from  aU 
parts  of  the  United  States,  it  satisfactorily  appears 
that  the  skill,  the  means,  and  the  scale  or  the  year 
1810,  in  the  cotton  manufacture,  have  been  very 
greatly  improved  and  extended,  and  that  the  capi* 
tal,  machinery,  and  establishments,  have  been  very 
much  enlarged  and  multiplied.    The  cotton  blan- 
ket, which  IS  a  luxury  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
is  a  matter  of  great  economy  in  the  United  States. 
It  is  an  excellent  covering.    The  double  twilled 
cotton  cloth,  for  apparel  and  furniture,  begins  to 
rival  the  immeose  invoices  of  foreign  ticklenbergt 
and  other  stout  linens.    Similar  facts  occur  in  a 
variety  of  other  instances.    Heavy  cotton  goods 
cannot  be  imported  without  a  loss.    Fancy  goods 
offer  the  greatest  profits,  and,  in  many  instances, 
are  easy  of  imitation.    In  household  manufac- 
tures, as  soon  as  it  happens  that  the  stock  of  flax 
and  wool  is  exhacwted,  the  industry  of  very  great 
numbers  of  families  of  the  Middle,  Northern,  and 
Eastern  States,  is  applied  to  our  redundant  cotton, 
which  is  everywhere  for  sale,  and  pays  no  im- 
port duty  or  excise.    Every  additional  working 
hour,  in  a  day  thus  employed,  is  an  addition  m 
one  twelfth  part  to  the  domestic  manufactures  of 
the  country.    It  is  highly  beneficial  to  possess  an 
unlimited  raw  material,  which,  at  once,  invites 
and  impels  to  sober,* steady  industry,  and  facili- 
tates its  operations.    One  natural   effect  is,  to 
render  every  industrious  female  an  artisan,  when- 
ever her  household  duties  do  not  require  her 
time.    The  general  practice  of  manufacturinf 
cotton  in  families,  not  resident  in  the  cotton 
raising  district,  prepares  those  families,  bytheir 
habits  of  industry  and  their  skill,  for  that  exten- 
sion in  the  woollen  manufacture  which  the  rapid 
multiplication  of  sheep  must  very  soon  occasion. 

A  large  quaatity  of  cotton  is  used  as  chain  or 
warp,  with  woollen  woof  or  filling,  and  it  is  used 
as  woof  or  filling  fl)r  goods  with  flaxen  or  hempen 
chains  or  warps.  It  has  nearly  superseded  the 
use  of  flax  in  tne  manufacture  of  hosiery,  and  is, 
sometimes,  mixed  with  wool  in  making  stockings. 
Cotton  is  well  adapted  to  use^  in  stockings,  in 
our  Southern  winters.  It  is  believed  that  it  would 
be  favorable  to  health  if  the  colored  laborers  were 
supplied  with  a  cap  of  thick  undyed  cotton  swan* 
skin,  similar,  in  form,  to  the  highland  woollen 
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cap  of  North  Britaia.  Fevers,  and  morbid  strokes 
of  the  suo,  woald  be  prevented  by  the  protection 
of  the  head. 

Wool. — The  manafacture  which  is  next  in 
rapid  improvement  and  extent  to  cotton,  is  that 
of  wool.  It  is  very  considerably  aided  by  the 
new  carding  and  spinning  machinery,  by  the  in- 
troduction of  the  merino,  Barbary,  and  long- 
woolled  sheep,  bv  improvements  in  the  breeding 
«Qd  tending  of  the  general  flocks  of  the  country, 
by  superior  care  of  the  growing  fleece,  by  the  in- 
crease of  the  value  of  the  carcass  or  mutton,  by 
the  sorting  of  wool,  by  improvements  in  the 
stocking  and  cloth  looms,  bjr  the  acquisition  of 
the  fly  shuttle,  and  of  machinery  to  dress  and 
finish  cloths,  by  increased  skill  in  the  workmen, 
a^d  by  improvements  in  the  arts  and  business  of 
fulling  and  dying,  to  acquire  which,  great  ex- 
ertion and  expanse  are  applied. 

The  present  growth  and  production  of  English 
wool  is  supposed  to  be  most  accurately  estimated 
by  Mr.  Laccock,ofLeeds,in  his  late  publication. 
It  is  believed  to  decline.  The  soil  is  insufficient 
for  the  population.  He  estimates  it  at  ninetv- 
seven  millions  of  ponndsper  annum.  If  the  whole 
quantity  of  the  United  Elingdom  be  taken  at  one 
hundred  and  twenty  millions,  and  if  two  third 
parts  be  used  by  the  British  and  Irish  people,  it 
will  give  eighty  millions  of  pounds  for  sixteen 
millions  of  peofAe,  or  five  pounds  per  head,  whe- 
ther infant  or  adulL  This  is  exclusive  of  for- 
eign wool  and  the  increased  cotton  substitutes. 
In  the  same  proportion,  the  United  States,  if  they 
contain  at  this  time  eight  millions  of  persons, 
would  require,  were  our  climates  as  cold,  forty 
millions  of  pounds.  If  it  be  considered  that  half 
oor  population  lies  to  the  southward  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania,  and  that  their  cotton  is  a  very  convenient 
anbstitute  for  wool,  it  would  appear  that  forty 
Bullions  of  pounds  weight  of  sheep's  wool  is  a 
good  supplv.  It  is  believed,  from  the  facts  stated 
and  considerations  suggested  on  the  subject  of 
wool,  that  the  supply  of  1812  does  not  fall  short 
of  twenty  to  22.000,000  of  pounds.  Not  only  have 
aheep  been  multiplied,  but  their  fleeces  have  been 
increased  in  weight,  and  much  belter  preserved. 
A  very  few  years  must  increase  our  wool  to  forty, 
fifty,  or  sixty  millions  of  pounds,  when  the  ex- 
portation of  woollens  must  take  place;  for  it  is 
not  doubted  that  our  housewives,  manufactures, 
and  machinery,  will  continue  to  make  up  all  the 
wool  our  sheep  will  yield*  The  stocks  of  fine- 
woolled  sheep  in  Spain  and  Portugal  are  unhap- 
pily diminished,  neglected,  and  injured,  as  well 
in  the  fleeces  as  in  the  bodies  of  those  animals. 
Our  principal  source  of  European  supply  of  fine 
wool  is  then  reduced  in  quantity  and  quality, 
while  prices  are  advanced.  Our  own  stock  of 
fine  wool  is  therefore  the  more  convenient  and 
beneficial,  and  the  manufactory  of  it  is  the  more 
highly  encouraged  and  greatly  assisted.  The 
most  strenuous  and  judicious  efforts  to  increase 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  our  wool  have  occur- 
red within  the  two  or  three  last  years,  while  our 
adventitious  gains  of  sheep  and  wool  have  been 
Ux  greater  than  in  any  past  time.  Yet,  the  man- 


ufacturers, with  their  machine  17,  have  »  ii. 
creased  and  extended  as  to  adraace  tfa«  price  of 
wool,  and  even  to  produce  contioiied  inpoim* 
tions.  Considerations  of  re  venae,  at  lean,  Inn 
occasioned  the  actual  encouragemeoc  of  increwf 
duties,  in  the  last  year.  The  simplicity  of  tk 
prevailing  colors  in  the  woollen  branch,  for  mm 
time,  has  been  favorable  to  the  United  Stito, 
and  continues  to  be  so  in  the  fneeent  state  of  il»t 
woollen  manufacture.  Scarlet,  parple,  garott, 
crimson,  claret,  maroon,  and  pea  green,  are  laeie 
difficult  to  dye,  fix,  and  finish,  than  drabs,  boide 
greens,  grave  mixtures,  and  '  browns.  Sevml 
extensions  of  the  woollen  mannfaetare.  prodseei 
by  interruptions  from  Europe,  and  by  t^iacraff 
of  wool,  are  particularly  conrenient  to^iseooa- 
try,  because  they  do  not  require  the  aid  of  ik 
fuliin|^  mills,  and  may  therefore  be  execetid  m 
families,  and  by  manufacturers  w^ithin  thcii  owi 
working  places.  Flannels, common  wooJlea stor- 
ings, and  bats,  are  among  the  goods  contemj^toi 
These  are  commodities  of  very  great  etnsomy 
tion,  and  as  necessary  as  any  other  wootlea  gooA 
for  the  general  population,  and  for  the  sapfrfy  of 
the  Army  and  Navy. 

The  spinning  wheel,  the  loom,  and  the  foMisf 
mill,  are  real  aids  to  manual  labor.  The  tvo 
first  have  been  long  invented.  The  last  t<  a  far 
more  recent  diacovery.  It  has  been  liciie  is- 
proved  since  its  invention.  If  nice  skiii  ie  usiag 
the  fulling  machinery  is  of  the  greaietf  impot- 
tanee  to  the  success  of  the  woollea  teaaeib,  It  is 
very  desirable  to  awaken  the  mort  parueoiar  at* 
teotion  of  the  manufacturers  10  this  operation 
and  milL  The  fulling  of  hosiery  is  practised  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  that  description  which  is  calM 
the  QtmumUAon  stocking:  It  particnlarly  adapB 
them  to  the  comfort  and  trying  service  of  ue 
Army.  The  fulling  of  hats  is  yet  a  maaial 
labor.  Wool,  and  other  animal  substance!^  are 
capable  of  being  fulled.  Vegetable  sabnaaces 
are  not  deemed  capable  of  that  operatioa.  The 
improved  carding,  spinning,  and  shearing  oa- 
chines,  the  house-cloth  loom,  and  stoekine-dotk 
loom,  are  all  capable  of  saving  labor.  T^pKg 
saves  the  domestic  labor  and  expense  of  washii^ 
while  it  prevents  all  that  injury  to  the  pleaaa^ 
ness  and  beauty  of  woollen  cloths,  which  i» 
quent  washing  occasions. 

No  branch  of  manufactures  receives  so  gieit 
an  accession  of  foreign  workmen  as  the  wooJha 
branch,  because  the  raw  material  and  maaa&^ 
ture  are  universal  in  Europe. 

No  branch  of  the  manufactures  of  the  Vwuk 
States  receives  so  great  a  propulsion,  from  sir 
immense  landed  capiul,  as  the  woollen  biaaeh; 
because  sheep  are  produced  in  every  seeiioa  of 
our  country.  Cotton  has  a  natural  or  cliaiate- 
rial  district,  and  requires  a  very  limited  portisB 
of  it.  Wheat  has  a  practical  district.  Hemp  aad 
flax  are  limited  in  their  cuidvation  by  the  sua 
of  population  and  employment.  All  these  iv* 
(juire  the  steady  labor  of  many  hands.  Bat^ 
held  of  sheep  walks  is  as  extensive  as  our  tcRi* 
tory,  and  sheep  farming  is  nntyersal.  It  atf 
become  very  extensive.    They  do,  themscNi 
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'ueb  towards  tbe  eare  they  reqoirt.  The  quan- 
\f  of  laftd  which  would  maintain  the  greatest 
bck,  belooging  to  any  country  in  Europe,  is  but 
^inor  fraction  of  our  soil.  Wool,  then,  most 
keooie  abundant,  and  household  manufactures, 
achines,  and  artisans,  insure  the  eonrersion  of 
y  as  fast  as  it  will  increase,  into  materials  for 
kparei  and  furniture,  and  into  other  mercban- 
se,  for  domestic  and  foreign  trade  and  -con- 
mption. 

Of  all  raw  materials,  none  is  capable  of  con- 
trsion  into  manufactures  so  favorable  to  health 

wool.  It  is  extensively  and  indispensably 
cessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  that  blessing.  A 
eat  number  of  persons,  of  both  sexes,  aad  of 
i  ages  and  conditions,  require  woollens  for  their 
mfort  and  their  safety.  There  is  no  other 
od  material  for  carpets ;  no  other  capable  ma- 
rial  for  common  hats  and  winter  stockings;  no 
icr  which  preserves,  in  the  ftfuman  body,  that 
Dstant,  and  equable,  and  insensible  perspiration, 
9  want  of  which  brings  early  pain,  disease,  and 
Kth.  No  material  for  cloth^  tor  furniture,  and 
parel,  is  so  safe  as  wool  in  respect  to  fire.  No 
and  ant  one,  for  these  purposes,  is  so  capable  of 
momical  and  elegant  colorings  or  dyes.  Wool 
reives,  and  better  than  any  other  material  re- 
ns,  every  tint,  every  shade  of  color.  The 
»ds  of  this  manufacture  are  of  very  great  va- 
ty  and  compass,  beginnini^  with  three  shillings 
riing  per  groce  of  yards,  m  the  shape  of  wool- 
I  bindings,  and  rising  to  fifteen  dollars  per  yard, 
the  form  of  superfine  broadcloths,  of  the  best 
ruvian  or  Vicunia  wool. 
fron, — The  red  appearance,  produced  by  iron, 
our  burnt  clay,  in  every  State  and  county, 
»ve8  that  character  or  quality  of  our  soil.  The 
I  is  very  abundant  and  widely  diifused.  The 
ractioD  of  the  metal  in  the  b^t  condition,  the 
iveraton  of  it  into  steel,  and  the  manufacture 
it  into  all  the  necessaries  and  conveniencies 
onging  to  this  extensive  and  useful  branch,  are 
ilitated  by  the  omnipresence  of  wood,  and, 
iseqoently,  of  charcoal,  and  by  rich  and  nume- 
UB  veins  of  fossil  coal,  appearing,  in  many 
eea,  on  the  surface  of  the  earth.  These  are 
sent  magazines,  and  uncommonly  strong 
nptonas  of  immense  latent  treasures  of  that 
1.  The  manufacturers  of  iron  wares  loudly 
I  on  tbe  owners  of  mines  of  that  metal  to 
tn  more  of  them,  and  to  work  the  whole  upon 
u  greater  scale.  Machinery,  to  work  up  pig 
s,  has  been  wonderfully  invented,  extended, 
ersified^  and  multiplied,  in  this  country,  since 
impediments,  from  the  year  1750,  from  exter- 

legislation,  ceased  to  exist.  Bvery  year  en- 
jres  and  diversifies  the  iron  and  steel  manufac* 
».  They  are  much  too  numerous  for  a  de-> 
ed  statement.  Castings  have  been  made  in 
y  increased  quantities.  Those  for  the  use  of 
Qufactaring  machinery  alone  have  been  corn- 
ed at  one  thousand  tons  per  annum.  The 
imoD  blacksmiths'  work,  though  of  necessity 
y  rmperfectl y  given  in  the  tables,  is  a  branch  of 
aafactare  oi  great  amount,  and  is  performed 
iTery  section  of  the  United  States,  however 


agricultural,  and  however  peopled.  The  im« 
provement  of  the  system  and  tools  of  these 
workmen,  and,  particularly,  the  introduction  of 
labor-«aving  machinery  into  their  shops,  would 
be  a  very  substantial  benefit  to  them  and  to  the 
country.  The  blacksmiths'  shops  are,  in  effect, 
primary  schools  of  the  arts.  The  cut-nail  ma* 
chinery  has  been  very  beneficially  introduced 
into  some  of  these  shops,  near  to  the  iron  fur- 
naces, insuring  the  profitable  employment  of  all 
the  time  not  otherwise  occupied.  It  is  like  the 
two  spinning  wheels  and  the  loom  among  the 
women  in  private  families.  The  greatest  nail- 
making  State  produces  at  the  rate  of  nine  pounds 
of  nails  for  each  person  in  the  State ;  which  is  at 
the  rate  of  sixty-five  millions  of  pounds  for  the 
whole  white  population  of  the  United  States, 
were  equal  attention  paid  to  this  gainful  econo- 
my of  time  and  labor.  There  are  many  blacks 
smiths  and  nail-makers  among  tbe  people  of  Afri- 
can birth  and  descent. 

There  being,  in  efiect,  no  limit  to  our  fund  of 
charcoal,  the  extraction  of  pig  metal  from  iron 
ore,  the  refining  of  iron  by  the  second  process,  as 
also  by  the  forge  hammer,  and  other  modes  of 
compression,  and  the  formation  of  it  into  manu- 
factures, by  all  the  operations  which  require  it  to 
be  heated  to  the  malleable  degree,  are,  therefore, 
performed  without  any  of  the  injuries  to  the 
metal,  arising  from  fossil  coal,  and  with  all  the 
benefits  resulting  from  carbonic  fuel.  As  the 
extent  of  our  territory  insures  a  very  great  dura- 
tion to  our  stock  of  charcoal,  by  mere  natural 
reproduction,  and  generally  without  the  labor 
and  expense  of  plantations,  our  iron  manufac- 
tures must  be  very  good,  permanent,  and  highly 
beneficial.  There  are  great  quantities  of  iron 
adjacent  to  forests,  which  continue  to  impede  the 
cultivation  of  tbe  richest  soils.  Praptice,  the 
sciences,  and  imported  aid  and  skill,  add  yearly 
to  the  deffree  of  ability  we  possess  in  the  iron 
branch.  The  rolling  and  slitting  mills,  the  nail 
mill,  the  tilt  hammer,  the  grinding  and  polishing 
mill,  the  wire  mill,  and  aU  the  great  variety  of 
iron  works,  except  the  common  furnace  and  forge, 
were  assumed  to  be  prohibited  by  the  act  of  the 
British  Parliament  of  tbe  year  1750.  restraining 
the  manufacture  of  iron  beyond  the  pig  and  the 
bar.  The  iron  and  steel  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain  were  raised  in  1785  to  the  value  of  fifty 
millions  of  dollars.  The  United  States  formerly 
exported  much  iron,  but  thev  now  import  a  far 
greater  quantity  in  bars,  and  some  rolled  and 
slit.  The  returns  of  the  quantity  of  iron  manu- 
factured are  very  imperfect,  yet  much  is  exhib- 
ited on  the  face  of  those  documents.  This  branch 
has  been  very  fruitful  in  inventions  and  labor- 
saving  devices,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  In 
the  moments  when  we  feared  difficultv  and  in- 
jury for  the  want  of  certain  necessary  things,  the 
manufacture  has  been  suddenly  attamed  and  es- 
tablished. This  is  remarkably  the  case  as  to 
common  steel,  iron  wire,  and  edge  tools,  the  man- 
ufactures of  all  which  have  been  greatly,  advanced 
since  1810.  The  variety  of  iron  goods  returned 
by  some  of  the  States  and  counties,  proves,  to  all 
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wbA  ftfe  acqaaiDted  with  this  eoaotry,  that  great 
qaaotitiet  and  ?alaes  of  the  same  kiods  of  goods 
are  omitted  in  the  returns  from  other  States  and 
counties.  The  improvement  and  extension  of 
the  cast-iron  manufactures,  including  cannon, 
cast  solidly,  with  a  spruce  head,  and  bored  out, 
have  been  very  great.  The  saving  of  the  labor 
of  the  manual  hammer,  which  is  a  chief  benefit 
of  small  castings,  and  of  the  tilt  and  trip-ham- 
mers, have  given  extraordinary  activity  to  this 
branch  of  the  iron  manufactory. 

The  course  of  thiols  is  very  strikingly  altered 
with  respect  to  both  the  commerce  and  manufac- 
ture of  iron.  The  iron  branch  is  more  extensive 
and  perfect  in  Great  Britain  than  in  any  other 
country.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  therefore,  that 
considerable  Quantities  of  iron  and  steel  are  im- 
ported, even  from  that  country,  into  the  United 
States,  proving  our  capacity  to  manufacture  iron 
goods.  The  duty  alone  prevents  much  more 
considerable  importations  of  British  iron.  The 
Rnglish  iron  manufactures  were  very  extensive 
in  1783.  But  in  each  of  the  five  years  preceding 
1800,  they  imported,  on  an  average,  41,000  tons 
of  bar  iron.  Many  British  workmen  of  their 
furnaces  and  forges  have  migrated  to  the  States 
on  the  Baltic,  and  to  other  parts  of  the  world,  in- 
duced by  the  temptations  of  countries  full  of  iron 
ftod  wood*  The  scale  upon  which  iron  works 
have  been  lately  conductM  in  Great  Britaio,  the 
use  of  the  steam-power,  and  the  charring  of  pit- 
coal,  have  produced  great  benefits  to  the  owners 
of  iron  works.  B  very  thing  that  saves,  or  which 
is  equivalent  to  the  saving  of  labor,  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  furnaces,  is  of  peculiar  importance  to 
the  countries  possessing  abundance  of  iron  ore. 
The  extension  of  our  manufactures  is  not  im- 
peded by  any  want  of  the  means  to  work  it, 
when  procured  in  the  first  simple  state  of  pig 
metal.  The  extraction  of  metal  from  the  ore 
involves  much  expensive  labor.  Much  business 
is  done  in  labor-saving  manufactories,  much  in 
the  common  manual  shops,  since  we  can  make 
the  wire  and  working  cards,  and  cannon,  small 
nails,  and  anchors,  spinning-wheel  irons,  and 
nftill-work,  screws,  and  ploughshares ;  and  as  we 
haTC  raised  the  price  of  bar*iron  from  sixty  to 
one  hutidred  and  ten  dollars,  since  our  Revolu- 
tion, our  capacity  in  the  iron  branch  cannot  be 
doubted.  But  the  most  weighty  fact,  respecting 
the  state  of  our  iron  manufactures,  is,  tnat  we 
cannot  procure  enough  of  pig  metal  and  bars  to 
satisfy  the  great  and  increasing  demands  of  labor- 
saving  mills  and  machines^  and  our  numerous 
hand&raft  workmen.  A  principal  improvement 
in  the  iron  manufacture  would  be  to  make  more 
valuable  descriptions  of  ^oods,  such  as  cutlery, 
fine  tools,  needles,  watch-springs,  and  other  nice 
wares. 

AfflfK — The  growers  of  this  raw  material  are 
said  to  suffer  very  considerably  from  the  sacrifice 
of  the  quantity  and  value  of  their  crops,  by  im- 
perfections in  rotting  and  prepariog  it  for  the 
manvfitctuiers.     An  injurious  conversion  of  a 

freat  number  of  strong  and  good  fibres  into  tow 
y  the  want  of  skill  a£d  care  in  the  preparation 


of  it  for  the  spiBtter,  too  oftea  oeewra.  TUi 
strong  and  harsh  raw  material  is  also  iather«- 
Buitable  to  the  nomeroos  oiass  of  fcmaie  spiaiai 
and  weavers.  The  labor  of  the  coltorc,  piepui- 
tion,  and  manufacture  of  hearfi,  occasions  it  ts  hi 
nearly  excladed  from  the  operatioas  of  hoasehiii 
manufactures,  in  which  respect  it  is  oa  a  lescsa- 
venient  footing  than  flax.  Its  great  iaiponaaa 
to  defence  obviously  recomnaeads  hemp  to  te 
most  particular  attention  and  coDsidesmiaoa.  In 
region,  its  soil,  its  seed,  its  mockf  of  gatlMriag; 
rotting,  freeing  from  the  stalk,  dressing,  kecpia|^ 
spinning,  weaving,  finishing,  and  itsesy  ncni 
thorough  investigation,  very  intelligiUe  speeii' 
cation,  and  extensive  diffusion,  so  as  to  aseemu^ 
preserve,  and  make  known,  all  those  things^  wiik 
the  best  instruments  of  iu  ealtore^  prepaiatis^ 
and  manufacture,  and  the  selection  or  itssesdfir 
propagation,  oil-making,  and  aJi  other  asca 

In  the  spinning  of  nempen  yarn,  water  lai 
steam-mills  have  been  introdoeed.  la  ihiBg 
twine,  and  even  in  making  cablea^  hone  machi- 
nery is  t»ed.  The  improvements  la  wesving  ai* 
more  likely  to  be  successful  in  the  maanfacfw 
of  hemp  than  in  any  other  raw  material,  froa 
the  great  strength  of  the  yarn. 

No  manufacture  a  p|iears  to  demand,  ia  a  grwar 
degree,  the  aid  of  jioiat  stock,  or  assoeiatioBs  ef 
capitalists  and  maaufiKtarers.  li  is  possible  that 
such  companies  might  very  favorably  afleet  tkm 
cultivation  of  hemp^  by  pnrehasiBg  it  of  ike 
planter,  in  the  state  in  which  it  is  fiiw  sepMsfed 
from  the  root  or  grooad,  in  the  maeser  ia  which 
some  of  the  Louisiana  caae-givwers  sell  to  a 
sugar  manufacturer,  the  stalks  of  the  case,  ms 
soon  as  they  have  been  cuL  Sach  dirbioas  off 
labor  have  many  favorable  effects,  and  some  par- 
ticularly desirable  in  this  coaatry.  When  the 
manufacturer  buys  sugar-canes  to  make  sogai^ 
or  hemp  in  the  stalk,  to  rot  and  otherwise  pre- 
pare^  he  in  effect  carries  his  maauiactanag  hhir- 
ers  into  the  present  system  of  caltivatisa,  by 
makinff  them  perform  certain  labors,  which  the 
farmeni  people  have  hitherto  perforaicd.  The 
manufacturer  also  brings  his  money  earlier  isls 
the  bands  of  the  farmer  or  planter,  and  he  arcs 
him  all  the  capital  requisite  for  works,  took,  in- 
struments, and  wages.  The  operations  of  the 
manufacturer  also  save  labor,  either  by  maehi- 
oery,  or  by  the  superior  skill  and  dexterity  cf 
those  who  follow  one  art  or  branch  of  indaitrf: 
There  is  an  useful  reaction  of  all  the  adjaeest 
arts  and  trades  upon  the  neighboring  colli vafiei^ 
leading  to  care  m  all  the  parts  of  agricstas 
necessary  to  the  production  of  exceUent  goodria 
the  best  condition.  Our  numerous  floar  iTIrw 
are  ever  checking  the  faraiers  who  ofibr 
bad  kinds  ef  wheat,  or  unclean,  or  mixed 
rye  or  garlic. 

Positions  ia  the  best  hemp  districts  of  the  Oat- 
ted  States,  where  the  strong  aatnre  of  the  m1 
tempts,  or  impels  to  the  cultivation  of  hemp,  aai 
where  fbesil  coal  abounds,  appear  to  he  fit  pkea 
to  bring  forward  the  maoafactore  of  hcmjf* 
cloths,  yaras,  twines,  and  all  other  goods  wli*^ 
are  convenient  ts  hirndk,  to  storey  and  to 
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*t ;  tod  which  are  oot,  like  cables,  and  ships' 
dage,  liaUe  to  be  injured  by  the  tar  used  in 
ir  maaufacture.  By  maoufacluripg  hemp  at 
i  place  of  its  growth,  io  such  situations  in 
ntuckr,  the  great  aod  useless  charges  of  trans- 
rting  tne  ofial,  the  tow,  and  the  good  heinp^  in 
unioanuRictured  state,  would  be  avoided. 
le  best  part  of  the  materials,  increased  io  ?aiue 
the  costs  and  profits  of  the  manufacturing, 
ttld  better  sustain  the  charges  of  sending  them 
the  other  States,  or  to  the  seaports,  for  the  for- 
;n  trade.  This  raw  material  affords  the  strong- 
evidence  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  maou- 
tures,  and  of  adjacent  manuCacturers,  espe« 
Uy  by  labor-saving  machinery,  to  the  pros- 
ity  of  agriculture,  and  to  the  certainty  of  pub- 
supplies.  Had  we  not  cultivated  and  manu- 
tured  hemp,  in  tjie  time  of  peace,  we  must 
re  suffered  for  want  of  the  manufactures  in 
\e  of  war.  Measures,  even  to  force  such  man* 
etures  as  are  really  necessary  to  the  public 
ety,  are  not  uncommon  in  the  United  States, 
printed  investigation  into  the  cultivation, 
nufacture,  and  uses  of  hemp,  with  engravings, 
m  the  seed  to  the  completion  in  cordage, 
ths,  and  other  supplies  of  war,  by  sea  and  land, 
old  be  of  great  public  advantage.  One  for- 
n  nation  went  into  such  a  measure,  and  dis- 
yed  before  the  people,  in  the  most  perspicu- 
I  manner,  all  the  operations  of  forty  arts  and 
des^  most  important  to  agriculture,  war,  do- 
stic  service,  and  foreign  trade.*  No  country 
uld  be  more  promptly  moved  by  such  meas- 
»  than  the  United  States.  The  minds  of  the 
»ple  are  open  to  useful  information,  and  those 
to  receive  conviction  from  such  information 
t  under  no  restraints  of  local  or  professional 
vileses.  The  freedom  of  trades,  and  the  free- 
n  01  towns,  as  they  exist  in  some  countries, 
I  deductions  from  the  general  freedom  of  the 
tional  industry. 

FYftr. — Habit,  convenience,  and  necessity,  espe- 
illy  without  the  bounds  of  the  cotton  district 
the  United  States,  occasion  an  extensive  eol- 
ation, preparation,  and  manufacture,  of  this 
IV  material.  The  foreign  countries  which  are 
»8t  distinguished  in  this  branch,  have  not  yet 
ide  any  considerable  use  of  labor-saving  ma- 
Inery,  and  have  few  regular  factories  in  which 
X  is  prepared,  spun,  twisted^  or  wove.  They 
ve,  until  lately,  depen4ed  entirely  upon  house- 
Id  industry  for  the  preparation  and  spinning, 
the  United  States,  the  branch  has  risen  to  its 
ssent  considerable  height  chiefly  by  the  same 
»n8.  Within  a  few  years,  machinery,  saving 
Mr  in  a  greater  degree  than  the  common  spin- 
ig  wheel,  has  been  introduced  into  regular 
tablishments,  and  even  into  private  families; 
10  machinery,  to  double,  treble,  and  twist. 
lere  appears  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  flax 
inufacture  will  maintain  a  respectable  ground 
the  United  States,  by  tke  industry  of  common 
inners  and  weavers,  by  little  and  great  labor- 

*  The  French  expodtion  of  the  arts  and  tradee, 
led  **  Dictaonnaire  dee  ArU  et  M^tien." 


saving  machines,  by  the  fly  shuttle,  and  by  some 
of  the  improvements  of  the  loom.  Such  an  in- 
vestigation and  display  of  all  the  operations  and 
instruments  of  the  culture  aod  manufacture  of 
flax,  as  have  been  suggested  in  regard  to  hemp, 
would  be  equally  useml  with  a  view  to  profit, 
though  not  so  important  to  the  defence  of  the 
country.  The  spinners  and  weavers  demand  of 
our  merchants  their  constant  aid  in  the  importa- 
tion of  flax,  for  our  cultivators  do  not  keep  pace 
with  the  wants  and  progress  of  the  manufac- 
turers; and  in  proportion  as  tabor-saving  machi- 
nery and  capital  shall  be  introduced  into  this 
branch,  still  greater  exertions  of  the  landed  in- 
terest will  t^ome  necessary.  The  household 
manufacture  of  flax  is  the  mosi  general,  and  the 
most  familiar  of  all  the  family  operations,  relat- 
ing to  cloths  for  apparel  aod  furniture  in  the 
United  States.  In  consequence  of  habits  so  pre- 
vailing, all  we  can  raise  is  manufactured,  and  all 
we  can  import.  This  branch  also  affords  concltH 
sive  evidence  that  even  handicraft  operations  will 
succeed  in  the  household  way. 

Gold^  Silver,  and  thejiner^mixed  MetdU. — The 
increase  of  capital,  with  the  consequent  freedom 
of  consumption  and  extension  of  manufactures 
and  commerce,  has  occasioned  goods  made  of 
these  materials  to  be  greatly  multiplied*  diversi- 
fied, and  improved.  Gold  and  silver  wares  are 
made  in  all  the  considerable  towns,  and  have 
reached  a  very  high  degree  of  convenience,  ex- 
cellence, and  beauty,  in  some  places.  They  are 
not  only  equal  to  every  possible  demand  of  the 
country,  but  our  present  workmen  could  make  a 
stock  of  gold  and  silver  wares,  for  foreign  sale, 
equal  to  the  quantity  exported  by  any  nation  or 
Europe.  With  common  care,  the  standard  qual- 
ity is  good  and  uniform,  the  branch  being  in  the 
hands  of  an  intelligent  and  respectable  class  of 
citizens,  and  if  it  were  chosen  to  raise  the  stand- 
ard«of  quality  in  such  inconsiderable  degree  as 
to  make  the  silver  plate  a  little  superior  to  the 
purest  foreign  standard,  and  to  establish  an  assay, 
the  operation  would  probably  be  quite  as  pleasing 
to  the  conductors  of  this  branch  of  our  manufac- 
tures as  it  would  be  practicable  and  easy. 

The  use  of  rollers,  and  other  contrivances,  to 
save  labor  in  some  degree,  have  been  gradually 
introduced  into  the  gold  and  silver  manufactory; 
but,  being  numerous,  they  have,  though  small,  at 
length  reached  to  a  considerable  aggregate  im- 
portance. They  would,  indeed,  be  at  this  time 
highly  convenient  and  valuable^  did  not  taste  and 
fashion,  to  the  dominion  of  which  this  branch  is 
peculiarly  subject,  render  it  unsafe  to  make  a  too 
large  stock  of  goods,  though  exhibiting,  in  their 
forms,  every  line  of  beauty  and  of  grace. 

The  goldbeater's  trade,  or  that  of  the  manufac* 
ture  of  gold  leaf,  has  been  recently  introduced 
into  the  United  States.  The  metal  is  prepared 
by  labor-saving  rollers,  which  reduce  it  to  the 
thickness  of  a  hard,  tough,  and  very  thin  letter 
paper.  Silver  is  similarly  manufactured  into 
leaf.  The  city  of  New  York  has  attracted  the 
most  conspicuous  and  greatest  number  of  these 
af  tists.    It  is  understood  that  they  are  well  estab- 
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iished  aDd  prosperous. ,  The  workmen  of  Earope, 
Id  all  branches  such  as  this,  are  much  incom- 
moded by  the  fluctuations  and  distresses  of  that 
quarter  of  the  world,  and  they  now  find  encour- 
ag^eroent  here.  This  is  the  case  with  all  that  de* 
scription  of  artists  who  are  employed  in  making^ 
the  more  valuable  metal  ornaments,  trinkets,  set 
work,  of  glass,  valuable  stones,  and  paste,  in  gold, 
and  silver,  and  jewelry. 

Plated  work,  and  the  fine  and  common  mixed 
metal  buttons  and  buckles,  are  made  in  very  con- 
siderable quantities,  by  foreign  and  native  work- 
men. Casting  and  machinery  afford  them  great 
assistance. 

Button  making  has  become  a  lucrative  and 
regular  employment  in  the  United  States,  and  is 
far  more  considerable  than  appears  by  the  re- 
turns. The  rollers  for  small  and  fine  work  are 
not  sufficiently  numerous  and  dispersed,  or  all  the 
necessary  supplies  might  be  made  with  ease.  The 
rolling  and  stamping  apraratus  greatly  saves  la- 
bor in  button  making.  The  American  cast  but- 
ton is  so  cheap,  that  it  can  rarely  be  imported. 
Water  mills  and  steam  engines,  to  roll  and  stamp, 
in  the  manner  of  EuropCj  will  quickly  possess  the 
Uniced  States  of  the  entire  manufactory  of  but- 
tons, aad  other  small  metal  goods,  for  seven  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  people,  with  opportunities  of 
free  and  unburdened  exportation. 

Hideg  and  Skins  of  domestic  and  wild  ani- 
nuUs. — Every  description  and  variety  of  leather 
is  made  here.  So  entirely  and  easily  are  the  raw 
materials  worked  up  by  the  tanners,  leather  dres- 
sers, and  other  manufacturers,  that  even  ibe  deer 
skin,  which  was  formerly  prepared  in  the  buff 
mode  only,  is  now  much  more  frequently  and  ex- 
tensively tanned  and  dressed  as  russet  or  colored 
leather.  That  species  of  skin  alone  has  been 
heretofore  exported  in  the  unmanufactured  state. 
Fine  and  delicate  skins,  which  were  not  formerly 
known  as  raw  materials,  are  now  imported,  and 
handsomely  dressed,  finished,  and  maae  up  into 
ladies'  shoes,  pocket  books,  and  other  goods.  The 
demand  for  skins,  in  this  extensive  and  successful 
branch,  has  occasioned  a  curious  and  effective 
invention,  to  split  skins,  producing  a  double  quan- 
tity of  covers  for  books,  and  other  purposes.  The 
hog  skin  is  tanned  in  some  places,  but  it  is  too 
often  neglected  and  lost,  in  the  shape  of  mere  offal 
of  fresh,  pickled,  and  smoked  meat.  Being  par- 
ticularly fit  to  make  strong  and  handsome  sad- 
dlery, the  farmers  will  pront  by  attention  to  the 
best  management  of  their  hog  skins,  in  all  the 
States,  as  they  now  do  in  some.  The  proper  oil 
offish  is  not  so  abundant  as  it  formerly  was,  nor 
obtainable  in  interior  situations,  without  a  great 
expense ;  and  it  is  possible,  that  the  congenial  fat 
of  the  skin  of  this  animal  may  occasion  it  to  be 
better  and  more  easily  preserved  than  the  skins  of 
horses  and  oxen.  A  judicious  course  in  manufac- 
tures is  to  consider  the  true  fitness  of  the  various 
materials,  and  to  put  each  kind  to  its  proper  use. 

The  facility  and  utility  of  the  manufactory  of 
leather  is  everywhere  such,  that  the  utmost  in- 
genuity has  been  exercised  upon  the  subject  of 
the  sources  of  the  raw  materials,  and  the  economy 


of  them  when  manufactured.  A  coosbiUe 
premium  has  been  offered,  by  thePreDckOir- 
ernment,  for  the  invention  of  the  bestaodeh^ 
est  substitute  for  leather,  for  the  coTers  of  booh 

It  would  favor  the  Indian  trade,  whick  bai 
great  tendency  to  conciliate  theabori|eDes,iftk 
manufacture,  and  a  greater  consumptioD  of  dra 
skins,  could  be  effected  in  our  frontier  towas.  b 
would  give  activitv  to  the  Indian  commeree.  The 
transportation  of  dressed  skins  from  thence,  vodi 
not  be  subject  to  so  heavy  a  rate  of  expense, it 
proportion  to  the  increased  valQe,nonroBldt^ 
sufl^r,  in  their  substance,  as  theyDOW()o,froB 
the  worm,  and  from  fermentation  aaddeet^. 

The  present  and  constant  man ofactore  of  li 
our  hides  and  skins,  affords  the  mannfaetareRii 
opportunity  to  devise  and  perform  saeh  tiiqi 
as,  by  increasing  the  beauty  and  goodoenofikff 
commodities,  will  enhance  the  a|gregitenlK 
of  their  leather  branch.  Mach  ntilitf  aodpni^ 
may  be  derived  from  superior  taDQlDg.  colotiq. 
dressing,  workmanship,  fancy,  taste,  and  Nn^ 
my,  in  the  whole  range  of  the  operatioDsof  ik 
leather  manufacturers.  The  elegance  of  oar  ia- 
proved  book  binding  is  an  example.  Tbetinad' 
ance  of  farm  lands,  and  the  distaoee  of  maof  fl 
them  from  the  seaport,  render  it  certatoiinttK 
United  States  will  always  be  one  of  (begreiM 
cattle  raising  and  meat  eating  eoootriei  Of 
course,  there  will  be  in  our  markets  a  {nttQW* 
tity  of  North  American  hides  andikiB&  An; 
lime,  and  water  sites,  are,  in  maD/ j^Kffj  "'^ 
incidents  in  country  unners'  piieBitfM  *"* 
general  situation,  than  things  reqoiied  tobeipe- 
cially  sought,  purchased,  or  hired.  W^tteww 
properly  made  of  leather,  is  a  comBodityof  w 
most  useful  and  durable  nature.  There  veH 
commodities,  the  surplus  of  which  will  ooff 
certainly  command  a  good  and  vni  w^ 
market,  than  the  manuftctares  of  this  rtvj>^ 
terial.  As  the  nature  of  the  coootryjjMw 
many  things  in  it,  give  a  great  fond  of  B» 
and  necessary  capital  in  this  ^™"^'\*  .J 
true  that  there  is  a  very  large  mooejed  cip 
constantly  employed  fn  it.  Tbe  Soaihern  li- 
ters have,  in  many  instances,  made  laoBiBf 
household  or  planution  business,  which  i«^ 
may  generally  do  with  a  little  attention  to  w 
practice,  and  the  addition  of  the  J^^^L 
little  relative  chemical  reading.  WerechflJ 
try,  in  particular,  and  ilie  general  wieo^  ": 
tive  to  the  fine  and  useful  arts  and  manafactffj 
made  a  branch  of  domestic  and  "CW^^^'t  J 
struction.  it  would  greatly  and  perroanenjf 
dound  to  the  dignity  of  the  American  wuj  J 
the  solid  internal  profits  of  the  busmess  tf  "^ 
country.  Such  a  course  of  instruction  W, 
commenced  at  an  early  age:  for  exhihinw*^ 
this  nature,  internal  compositions,  "»«w;^^ 
tractions,  fermentations,  and  decomposinop^ 
material  objects,  are  as  amusing  M/.rlTji. 
and  all  these  are  pleasingly  and  inteHigiNf'^ 
payed  in  experimental  philosophy.  .^ 

It  is  believed  that  the  present  «dJ»"/^ 
the  leather  manufactures  of  the  Unitei  ^ 
exceeds  that  of  any  other  nation,  in  prop"^ 
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popuUtioD,  tboiif  h  the  prices  in  America  are 
errand  the  goods  are  Deariyalloftbe  useful  and 
easary,  and  aot  of  the  &ae  and  showy  charac- 
;  and,  as  they  are  chiefly  by  the  mere  manual 
uatry,  and  are  not  much  aided  in  the  domestic 
household  way,  they  establish  our  capacity 

§:eDeral  manufactures  in  the  ordinary  modes. 
aple  iSif^ar.— This  useful  and  valuaole  eom- 
dity  has  been  heretofore  generally  estimated 
me  which  this  country[  was  rather  able  than 
iy  ever  to  manufacture  in  a  considerable  quan- 

;  yet,  incomplete  as  manifestly  are  the  gen- 
i  tables,  in  which  eight  only  of  the  twenty-six 
ricts  return  the  maple  sum  manufactured, 
t  defective  as  are  the  subordinate  returns  from 
rly  all  the  States  which  have  noticed  the  com- 
dify,  it  is  found  that  nine  millions  six  hundred 
i  sixty-five  thousand  one  hundred  and  eight 
nds  of  maple  sugar  are  proved  to  have  been 
l€  in  the  year  1810.  It  is  considered  that 
Bnteen  millions  and  one*half  of  foreign  sugar, 
h  perhaps  three  millions  and  one*haif  more,  of 
pie  sugar,  supplied  our  consumption  in  1790, 
en  the  population  was  four  millions  of  persons. 
II  r  millions  of  pounds  might  be  added  for  the 
i^ht  of  molasses  used  in  substance.  Our  pre- 
%  population  would,  therefore,*  probably  enjoy 
tomioftable  but  moderate  supply  of  foreign 
I  domestic  susar,  in  fifty  millions  of  pounds 
ihe  crude  or  Iduscovado,  allowing,  for  obvious 
sons,  a  freer  consumption  now  than  heretofore, 
is  not  rare  for  careful,  attentive  families  to 
ke  three  or  four  hundred  pounds  weight  in  a 
son.  If  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  fam- 
s  (of  the  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty 
»asand  families  which  compose  this  nation) 
we  to  make  only  two  hundred  pounds  each, 
five  hundred  thousand  of  those  families  were 
make  no  more  than  one  hundred  pounds  each, 

should  have  the  requisite  supply  of  fifty 
llions  of  pounds.  The  State  of  Ohio,  with 
population  equal  to  about  one-thirty*third 
ri  of  that  of  the  United  States,  returns  three 
llions  and  tweniy-three  thousand  eight  hun- 
id  and  six  pounds  of  maple  sugar.  If  the 
lole  Union  were  to  manufacture  at  that  rate,  it 
Mild  produce  above  one  hundred  millions  of 
nnds.  Thus  are  the  calculations  of  the  year 
90  fully  realized,  though  deemed  then  sanguine 
d  fanciful.  The  preservation  and  general  prop- 
stion  of  the  sugar  maple  tree,  therefore,  very 
oDgly  press  upon  the  public  consideration.  This 
bstantilal  and  energetic  nation  can  effect,  with 
ae,  what  the  youngest  member  of  the  Union,  in 
10,  struggling  with  the  forest  and  the  savage, 
rformed  ,m  mere  ordinary  course.  The  thor- 
igh  investigation  and  display  of  this  tubject, 
>fn  the  natural  history  of  the  tree,  through  the 
•arse  of  exposure,  seasons,  treatment,  manage- 
eot,  and  manufacture,  till  its  formation  into  re- 
led  loaf  sugar,  and  to  the  death  and  new  plao- 
tion  of  the  tree,  with  its  qualities  and  various 
les  as  wood,  and  with  due  attention  to  the  im- 
emeats,  utensils,  process  in  a  manufacturing  and 

8  chemical  view,  in  all  the  possible  details,  ap« 
•ars  to  be  earnestly  demanded  of  the  Govern*- 


ment.    This  efifort  wonid  induce  its  reward  in 
almost  every  township,  by  the  benefits  which 
would  result  from  the  mere  excitement  of  a  gen- 
eral attention  to  the  manufacture  of  so  pleasant, 
so  profitable,  and  so  nutritious  a  production.    To 
be  fully  and  universally  aware  of  an  atrainable 
advantage  is,  in  such  a  case,  to  insure  the  atten- 
tion necessary]  to  obtain  and  preserve  it.    The 
season  of  making  maple  sugar  is  from  the  middle 
of  February  to  the  end  of  March,  when  the  farmer 
and  his  family  have  little  business  to  employ 
them.    Five  pounds  have  been  stated  as  the  pro- 
duce of  a  tree ;  but  if  four,  and  even  three,  pounds 
be  taken  from  each  tree, on  an  average,  seventeen 
millions  of  trees  will  produce  fifty-one  millions 
of  pounds  of  sugar.    There  are  frequently  forty 
trees  upon  an  acre  of  land ;  but,  if  there  be  only 
thirty-rour,  then  five  hundred  thousand  acres  fa 
quantity  of  land  inferior  to  very  many  single 
counties  in  the  United  States)  will  yield  the  whole 
necessary  supply.    The  reserved  wood  lands  of 
our  farms  is,  on  a  medium,  more  than  a  fourth 
part,  even  in  our  old  counties;  wherefore,  a  tract 
of  two  millions  of  acres  (of  which  three-fourths 
might  be  cleared  for  the  plough)  would  fully  suf- 
fice.   This  quantity  may  be  considered  ^  about 
one-thirteenih  or  fourteenth  part  of  a  State  as 
large  as  the  lands  of  New  York  or  Pennsylvania, 
uncovered  by  streams  and  lakes.     Our  rough 
mountain  land  will  produce  this  tree.    It  has 
been  credibly  certified,  that  a  single  township,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  produced  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  pounds  weight  of  maple  sugar 
in  the  infancy,  or  seventh  year  of  its  settlement. 
It  will  be  observed,  that  the  manufacture  is  proved 
by  the  annexed  tables,  in  Parts  III  and  IV,  al- 
ready to  take  place  in  the  Northern  State  of  Ver- 
mont and  in  the  Southern  State  of  Tennessee, 
and  in  many  parts  of  the  intermediate  country, 
establishing  the  region  of  the  sug^r  maple  tree 
and  manutacture  to  be  several  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions of  acres.    The  tree  is  abundant  in  more 
southern  districts.    As  it  is  at  present  considered 
necessary  to  impart  to  the  wine  of  the  Corinth  or 
currant  fruit  a  greater  degree  of  the  saccharine 
character  than  it  has  from  nature,  the  general 
presence  of  the  maple  tree,  and  the  universal  ca- 
pacity of  our  country  to  produce  the  red,  white, 
and  black  currants,  are  facts  apparentljr  worthy 
of  the  public  attention.    Maple  sugar,  within  my 
personal  knowledge,  has  been  so  well  refined  as 
to  have  been  served  to  the  largest  circles  of  for- 
eign and  American  evening  visiters  at  the  house 
of  the  late  President  Washington.    The  ouality 
was  of  that  real  excellence,  which  the  double  re- 
fined white  loaf  sugar  (from  the  cane)  of  the  late 
Mr.  Edward  Pennington,  of  Philadelphia,  is  gen- 
erally known  to  have  possessed.    Information  as 
to  the  proper  quantity  and  use  of  quick  lime,  and 
some  directions  to  avoid  waste  and  injury  in  the 
operation  of  boiling,  are  the  principal  instructions 
wanted  by  our  farmers  and  planters  to  make  good 
Muscovado  suear  from  the  proper  kind  of  the 
American  maple  tree.    While  the  GK)vernmeDt8 
of  Europe  labor  so  incessantly  to  discover  a  vege- 
table production  which  will  yield  them  sugar,  wo 
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enjoy,  from  (h«  gifc  of  Pro?idence,  a  s^reat  faTor 
in  the  sujifar  maple  trees  which  overspread  oar 
eoaotry.  If  we  hare  but  a  limited  quantity  of 
caoe  land,  it  is  happy  that  we  posseu  rery  many 
more  than  the  requisite  number  of  su^ar  maple 
trees. 

The  substitution  of  this  sugar  for  molasses,  or 
the  use  of  it  when  it  reaches  the  condition  and 
substance  of  molasses,  is  a  further  object  to  our 
country,  which  imports  many  millions  of  gallons 
of  that  commodity  from  foreign  countries.  With 
a  view  to  the  economy  of  drmk.  this  is  a  most 
interesting  consideration. 

But  sugar  and  molasses  are  so  auxiliary  to 
household  preparations  of  various  kinds,  and  to 
aeyeral  great  and  small  manufactures,  and  they 
are  so  acceptable  to  the  great  mass  of  our  increas- 
ing population,  that  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  there  might  be  a  good  market  for  all  the 
sugar  we  can  procure,  not  only  from  our  canes 
and  maple  trees,  but  by  the  most  active  com- 
merce. Consumption  at  home,  and  free  exporta- 
tion, will  ever  support  the  price.  Sugars  of  every 
quality  have  increased  in  value  throughout  the 
world  within  a  few  years. 

Th$  Sugnr  of  the  Came. — This  interesting 
commodity  is,  in  the  United  States,  in  the  crude 
form,  little  more  than  an  agricultural  production, 
and,  in  its  best  refined  condition,  an  elegant  and 
grateful  manufacture.  After  the  acquisition  of 
a  cane  district,  by  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  it 
was  apprehended  that  the  Constitutional  imped- 
iment to  the  importation  of  slaves  would  have  at 
once  deprived  us  of  much  cane  sugar,  which  our 
newly  acquired  country  would  produce,  and,  in 
aome  degree,  affect  the  prosperity  of  the  Delta  of 
the  Mississippi,  fiat  the  reported  production  of 
nine  millions  six  hundred  and  seventy-one  thou- 
sand pounds  of  the  sugar  of  the  cane  in  Lower 
Louisiana,  ip  the  year  1810,  with  one  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  thousand  five  hundred  gallons 
of  molasses,*  is  considered  as  far  short  of  what 
that  country  will  be  quickly  made  to  produce, 
by  the  general  adoption  of  the  new  and  curious 
operations  in  the  culture  of  eane  and  the  manu- 
faatore  of  sugar,  which  are  found  to  be  practica- 
ble. The  new  course  appears  worthy  of  partic- 
ular attention. 

Instead  of  the  employment  of  skives,  requiring 
a  very  burdensome  advance  of  capital,  and  an 
expensive  subsistence,  the  occasional  labor  of 
neighboring  or  tcanaient  hired  white  persons  is 
often  used  to  prepare  the  grounds  with  the  plough 
and  harrow,  to  plant  the  new  canes,  to  dress  the 
aid  ones,  and  to  clear  the  growing  plants  from 
weeds.  The  same  or  other  white  laborers  are 
afterwards  employed  by  the  planters  to  out,  and 
stack  under  cover,  the  ripened  canes,  so  as  to 
wepare  them  for  the  grinding  mill  and  boiler. 
The  operation  of  planting  occurs  after  the  sickly 
autumnal  season,  and  before  the  vernal ;  and  the 
operation  of  autiing  also  occurs  in  the  healthy 

*  There  were  made,  also,  389,130  gallons  of  dis- 
ced spirits  oat  of  389,180  gallons  of  molaaset,  in 
Lower  Lo«iBiaaa,i&tfia  jmu  1810. 
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season,  at  the  end  of  the  foUowing  AvtiM.  He 
service  is  not,  therefore,  unfaeftUhy. 

It  is  considered  to  be  expedient  that  tbeiiai- 
ters  who  own,  and  they  who  coltivate  the  id, 
should  not  expend  great  sains  in  the  cstaiblik- 
ment  of  mills  and  sets  of  works  on  all  then|v 
estates,  after  the  manner  of  the  West  India  t^ 
onies  of  tbe  European  States.  But  it  is  tad 
more  convenient  and  profitable  to  leave  the  bai- 
ness  of  grinding  and  boiling  to  one  maaafMaiB 
of  Muscovado  sugar,  for  a  Domber  of  piaaioi 
These  persons,  like  the  owners  of  grain  milkai 
saw-gin  mills,  can  be  employed  for  a  toll  is  Uai 
or  part  of  the  produce^  or  for  a  eooipettsatiao  ii 
money.  By  this  method  a  tract  of  two  ode 
square,  or  three  hundred  and  twenty  perrhn 
square,  which  will  contain  tweaty-five  plaaatiai 
of  above  one  hundred  and  two  acres  caefr.aij 
be  accommodated  by  one  central  aBanataBfycSf 
Muscovado  sugar  from  the  cane  stalks:  foraoac 
of  the  plantations  will  be  more  distant  fiaailc 
boiler  than  a  single  mile— «  mere  city  pscai- 
age  or  cartage.  Refineries,  makiDg  white 
and  dtsttlleries,  asay  be  added,  aad  the  eea 
and  accommodation  to  the  planters  will  be 
complete. 

The  effect  of  this  division  of  labor  and 
ship  will  be  rapidly  to  bring  into  the 
plete  and  productive  cultivation  all  the  caoe  laafc 
in  tbe  United  States,  and  to  advance  the  ransis 
manufactures  of  this  valuable  aad  vMnMse 
agricultural  production.  The  easy  astf  eieap 
maintenance  of  cattle,  the  abaadaar  sappiieaaf 
provisions  and  building  matetnis  for  man  and 
beast,  and  the  redundance  of  fnel  and  cask lam- 
ber,  with  the  benefiu  to  our  planlers  f rom  beof 
more  frequently  and  comfortably  their  owa  siev- 
ards  and  overseers,  will  greatly  redoand  to  ibn 
convenience  and  profits.  The  exemption  frsa 
doty  on  their  Muscovado  sugar,  their  itfiaed 
white  sugar,  their  molassei«)  and  their  raa^ii  a 
very  great  advantage  to  the  manvAietaKB  of 
and  from  the  brown  sugar  and  molasses  tf  ^ 
United  States.* 

FFutea  cfikt  (Trspe.— The  pn^ier  wiaes  af  ik 
grape,  of  the  best  qualities,  are  those  prodwidit 
various  climates  which  are  found  in  tbe  UaM 
States,  if  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  the  iadin- 
tions  of  temperature  which  I  have  renairei  8 
suggest.  To  tbe  kinds  of  that  liquor  wbieh  km 
been  mentioned,  the  celebrated  wine,  called  Takif 
may  be  added.  It  is  produced  near  a  plaaeaf  Ae 
same  name,  situated  in  Hungary,  in  4^  scfil^ii 
a  temperature  approaching  to  that  of  CbaaHpt- 
one  of  the  best  wine  districts  of  Francs,  iw 
situation  may  be  considered  as  nearly 
ding  with  that  of  the  country  aronad  tbe 
pointof  contact  of  Virginia,  Marylaad,  aadPem* 
sylvanta.  The  exquisite  wines  of  the  Cape  it' 
Qood  Hope,  particularly  the  red  and  white  G** 
atantia,  which  are  produced  ia  34^  Sootb,  a  par 
tion  deemed  colder  than  the  same  latitude  Marti 


*  It  is  undentood  that  the  sugar  euM  has 
esasfiiUy  cultivtted  on  the  eoast  of  Geoigisy 
thirty  or  forty  miles  of  the  ocean. 
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ity  be  also  added.    Th«  Madeira  produces  there 
n  eicellent  wine. 

It  has  been  uDderstood,  within  a  short  time,  that 
yme  eaterprisins^  and  well  informed  emigrants 
rom  Qermany,  after  careful  expert  men  tsi,  have 
onsidered  the  temperature  of  the  southwestern 
orner  of  Pennsylvania  as  *sttitable  for  the  pro- 
uction  of  the  Rhenish  and  Moselle  qualities  of 
rines.  This  fact  contributes  to  support  the  opin- 
)n,  that  it  will  be  safe  to  count  the  degrees  and 
linutes  of  common  temperature  in  Europe  and 
Forth  America,  respectively,  from  Lisbon  and 
it.  Augustine  or  New  Orleans. 

It  appears  by  the  returns,  that  about  ninety-six 
carter  casks  (a  quantity  of  good  red  wine  wor- 
ly  of  notice)  have  been  mSde  by  a  few  Swiss 
ntlers,  from  the  Madeira  and  Cape  of  Good 
[ope  grapes, on  the  river  Ohio,  in  about  39^  North 
ttitude,  in  the  Territory  of  Indiana.  It  is  also 
nderstood,  that  a  good  wine,  really  fit  for  table 
le,  has  been  made  in  the  vicinity  of  Columbia, 
1  South  Carolina.  Other  experimet^u  have 
een  made,  with  various  success. 

The  grape  vine  of  several  distinctly  difierent 
»ecies  is  indigenous  in  the  United  States,  and  is 
tttvd  in  every  degree  of  latitude,  from  the  river 
t.  Croix  to  the  Qulf  of  Mfxico.  It  is,  doubtless, 
om  such  original  stocks,  in  corresponding  tem- 
sratures  of  Europe,  that  its  several  present  excel- 
fot  wine  grapes  have  been  obtained  by  selection, 
loice  of  position,  and  soil  and  cultivation.  The 
(ill  of  the  wine  makers,  resulting  from  practice, 
id  improved  by  the  relative  arts,  has  curiously 
irfeeted  the  manufacture  of  wine.  This  com- 
lodity  rewards,  by  profit  and  pleasure,  the  skill 
id  exertion  of  its  improvers.  A  striking  differ- 
ice,  very  interesting  to  the  United  States,  occurs 
t  the  characlers  of  certain  ffreat  classes  of  for- 
go wines,  extensively  used  in  this  country,  a 
atement  and  attempt  to  explain  which  may 
m tribute  to  improve  the  future  operations  of  the 
iae  makers  of  the  United  States. 

It  has  been  constantly  observed  that,  although 
le  superior  red  and  white  wines  of  France  (the 
QrgttBdy,the  finer  Clarets,  and  Champagne,  and 
us  Sauterne)  are  proved  by  the  hydrometer  to 
s  as  strong  as  some,  and  slroacer  than  others,  of 
ie  wines  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  their  wine 
lands,  (the  Sherry,  the  Pacharetta,  the  Lisbon, 
M  Carcavella,  the  Madeira,  the  Teneriffe,  the 
ayal,  and  the  St.  Michael's,)  yet  the  French 
ines  can  only  be  kept  in  bottles  well  corked  and 
•led,  while  the  latter  are  constantly  kept  upon 
ip,  ia  half  emptied  casks.  It  is  also  observed, 
kat,  within  a  few  hours  after  the  uncorking  of  a 
»ttle  of  French'»wine,  especially  of  any  of  the 
iperior  qualities,  it  becomes  sensibly  bad,  while 
lese  white  wines  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  their 
lands,  remain  good,  and  some  of  them  even  im- 
rove  in  decanters,  which  by  accident  have  re- 
tained long  unstopped.  This  difference  is  con* 
dered  to  be  occasioned  by  the  fact,  that  the  spirit 
fthe  French  wine  is  its  own  natural  and  proper 
nnented  spirit,  while  the  Portuguese  and  Span^ 
h  wines  have,  in  addition  to  their  fermented, 
ifttsions  of  distilled  spirits  or  brandy.     The 


French  wines,  soon  after  their  exposure  to  the 
air,  by  the  drawing  of  the  cork,  are  believed  to 
recommence  fermentation,  and  are  quickly  in- 
jured, having  been  before  sufficiently  and  most 
perfectly  fermented  ;  while  the  distilled  spirits 
in  those  wines  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  prevents  a 
similar  recommencement  of  fermentation  and  its 
consequent  injuries.  Distilled  spirits  have  no 
sensible  fermentation. 

Believing  in  this  cause  of  the  difference  between 
those  two  great  classes  of  wines,  and  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  that  difference,  in 
several  views,  I  submitted  the  facts,  in  a  guarded 
and  informal  conference  with  the  President,  Vice 
Presidents,  and  several  other  learned  and  judicious 
members  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
at  one  of  our  meetings,  in  a  manner  which  led  to 
suggestions  of  the  moment,  from  the  gentlemen, 
respectively,  in  order  to  attain  a  knowledge  of  the 
cause ;  and,  after  hearing  the  whole,  that  whieh 
I  have  stated  was  also  submitted  to  their  consid- 
eration, and  was  received  with  as  much  assent  as 
the  nature  of  the  learned  body  and  of  the  subject 
rendered  proper  and  necessarjr,  on  a  new  and 
informal  communication.  This  matter  is  intro- 
duced here  as  the  foundation  of  a  sosegestion,  that, 
in  the  wine  making  business  of  the  United  Statce, 
in  internal  situations,  where  bottles  may  be  costly 
or  unattainable,  a  cautious  infusion  of  the  barely 
necessary  portion  of  homogeneous  distilled  spirits 
(the  purest  and  best  brandy  of  the  grape)  will, 
probably,  enable  our  citizens  to  keep  their  wine 
as  they  keep  those  of  Lisbon,  Xeres,  Madeira. 
Fayal,  and  Teneriffe,  in  half  empty  casks  ana 
common  decanters.  Thus,  not  only  a  great  and 
uhiversal  economy  in  respect  to  bottles  may  be 
made,  but  the  practicability  of  keeping  wines,  in 
a  condition  fit  for  use,  may  be  extended  to  all  sit- 
uations, and  to  every  store  keeper  and  family. 
Hitherto  the  manufacture  of  fermented  liquors  has 
been  impeded,  by  the  expense  of  bottles,  and  oftaa 
by  the  total  want  of  them. 

As  the  grape  and  its  wines  and  essential  salt 
(known  under  the  name  of  cream  of  tartar)  are 
of  very  considerable  importance  to  our  interior 
country,  which  must  receive  foreign  wines  at 
costs  and  charges,  which  a  great  majority  of  the 
people  cannot  sustain,  and  as  wine  has  a  high 
value  as  an  inducement  from  distilled  spirits  and 
as  a  medicine,  besides  the  value  of  the  fresh  avd 
dry  grape,  it  is  a  matter  of  real  consequence  in 
this  statement,  that  the  success  of  the  wine  man-* 
ufacture  appears  to  be  rendered  certain,  by  the 
variety  and  universality  of  native  grapes,  by  a 
number  of  successful  experiments,  and  by  the  cor- 
respondence of  temperature  between  parts  of  our 
country  and  the  districts  of  the  Tokay,  the  Cham- 
pagne, the  Moselle,  the  Rhenish,  and  the  Hook, 
the  Burgundy,  the  various  Clarets  of  Bordeaux, 
the  Sauterne  and  Grave,  the  Oporto,  the  Lisbon, 
and  other  superior  or  estimable  wines  of  the  Eu- 
ropean continent,  and  those  also  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  Extreme  heat  does  not  appear  ne- 
cessary or  even  favorable  to  the  happiest  concoc- 
tion or  the  juices  of  the  grape,  the  orange,  and 
fruit  in  general.    France,  not  less  distinguished 
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for  its  varioas  and  exquisite  fruits  tbtn  any  other 
country,  has  no  point  more  Southern  than  42^ 
26^  North  latitude.  In  considering  the  character 
of  Madeira  and  its  wines,>Jt  will  be  remembered 
that  it  is  a  small  and  elevated  island,  and  similar 
considerations,  as  to  temperature,  arise,  in  regard 
to  the  Constantia  vineyards,  at  the  Southern 
point  of  Africa,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hopej  which 
must  greatly  partake  of  insular  characteristics. 

Other  fermented  liquors. — The  moralizing  ten- 
dency and  salubrious  nature  of  these  manufac- 
tures, recommend  them  to  a  serious  consideration, 
and  particularly  in  our  country.  Distinct  views 
of  those  of  the  wines  of  the  grape,  customarily, 
and  of  the  currant  or  Corinth  fruit,  have  been 
submitted.  Beer,  ale,  porter,  cider,  and  perry, 
manufactures  of  great  aggregate  importance  to 
the  farmers,  remain  for  notice.  The  difficulty 
and  expense  of  procuring  a  supply  of  strong  bot- 
tles, and  a  peculiar  taste  for  lively  or  foaming 
beer,  which  our  Summers  do  not  favor,  have 
been  principal  causes  of  the  inconsiderable  pro- 
gress of  the  manufacture  of  malt  liquors,  com- 
pared with  distilled  spirits.  The  absence,  or  the 
infrequency  of  malting,  as  a  separate  trade,  has 
also  operated  against  brewing  in  the  small  way, 
and  in  families.  The  great  facility  of  making  and 
preserving  distilled  spirits,  has  occasioned  them 
exceedingly  to  interfere  with  the  brewery.  The 
liqjuor  of  peaches,  hitherto  deemed  incapable  of 
use  without  distillation,  greatly  prevents  the  use 
of  beer  in  a  very  extensive  region  of  our  country, 
where  the  peach  tree  grows  with  the  freedom  of 
a  weed,  and  where  its  truit  is  of  the  best  quality. 
Cider,  which  is  abundantly  produced  in  anoth- 
er very  extensive  region,  rivals  fermented  malt 
liquors,  as  a  common  drink,  and  a  material  for  a 
enstomary  concoction  (the  cider  royal)  and  for 
distillation. 

A  method  to  preserve  beer,  and  other  fermented 
malt  liquors,  on  tap,  in  half  full  vessels,  by  pecu- 
liar constructions  of  the  casks  and  the  cocks,  has 
been  invented.*  The  manufactory  of  glass  bot- 
tles is  likely  to  continue  to  increase.  The  cork 
tree  might  be  established  in  all  our  climates  south 
of  the  Chesapeake.  The  manufacture  of  wire, 
for  securing  the  corks,  is  commenced  with  abun- 
dant capital  in  several  places.  The  sealing  ma- 
terials for  bottled  liquors,  are  cheap  in  America. 
The  manufactures  of  the  brewery  are  diversified 
in  the  shapes  of  porter,  pale  ale.  brown  ale,  strong 
beer,  and  small  beer,  to  suit  all  tastes,  and  to  ac- 
commodate all  climates  and  consumers.  The 
want  of  a  head,  or  top  of  foam  (or  cream,  as  it  is 
popularly  called  here)  is  now  Jtnown  to  be  ob- 
servable in  the  tap  beers  of  Europe,  and  it  is  pre- 
sumable that  this  object  of  fancy,  or  taste,  will 
pot,  therefore,  be  in  future  deemed  indispensable 
in  the  American  tap  houses  and  families.  We 
have  been  used  to  consider  the  want  of  this  foam 
as  an  evidence  of  badness.  The  brewery  must 
be  expected  to  improve  in  the  United  States,  as 
it  manifestly  has,  since  the  introduction  of  the 

*  By  the  present  Mr.  Robert  Hare,  a  native  of  Phil- 
•ddphia. 


pale  ale  and  porter  manufacturei,  in  177i  The 
exportation  of  malt  liquors,  aod  their  eaav 
transportation  and  sale,  have  been  very  m 
increased. 

So  great  inducements  from  theeakiniMial 
production  of  grain  arise  from  the  eolUTaiioaui 
growth  of  raw  materials,  ioclading  eaoe  agn, 
and  from  the  very  increased  atteniion  ioiImi 
and  horse,  and  cattle  farming,  that  ihe^k^ 
mer's  manufactory  of  cider  must  exieod,  ioeiw; 
and  improve.  The  high  price  of  floor,  tla,!' 
minishes  attention  to  grain  liqaors.  Theint 
qualities  of  cider  are  more  TaloaUe  tiiulk 
inferior  wines  are  to  the  cultiratort  of  Fnu^ 
the  Azores^  the  Balearic  isles,  the  Gndkiilei,^ 
Canaries,  and  other  wine  countries.  QiAttvip- 
ticularly  convenient  to  those  States  vboctf- 
tlements  are  completed,  as  it  reqaires  tbevof 
but  little  land,  and  not  the  exclotire«:k 
orchards  admit  thecultivationef  the grooai the 

distillery  in  those  folly  nopalatedSutes,iichNlf 
from  apples,  to  the  nortn  of  the  Deltwire.  Tk 
preservation  of  eider,  wiihat  theapeDieofkt 
tling,  is  more  practicable  aad  moffegeMitithi 
that  of  fermented  malt  liqnon. 

The  exquisite  and  various  flarorof  ibeNra 
American  peach,  in  tiiemostfaroiablesitiaM^ 
and  the  ease  with  which  itis  propifaiediiM 
places,  give  rise  to  great  solieiiQde,iiittaiceiii 
careful  experiments  should  bemtdeoftbeMM' 
ity  of  the  clear  fermented  liquor  it  wotfrijW. 
Whether  the  attempt  would  iuccwlte^""J 
peach  were  treated  like  the  gnift,tkti^)^ 
the  pear,  in  making  wine,  cider,  lod  ferry,  m 
whether  it  would  best  succeed,  if  th*to 5*" 
treated  in  the  manner  of  the  canuiiCip^^ 
would  determine.  In  the  fo""*'**'^^ 
grape  wines,  cider,  and  perrf ,  are mw «* 
juices  of  the  grape,  the  apple  aod  lhepejr,fi* 
out  water,  and  often  without  braodf  in  the  wiie| 
always  without  brandy  in  the  ftnneHieweM* 
in  perry.  In  the  case  of  the  curraei  ^'"^^JJ 
is  sometimes  added,  andsometimesooitwijV^ 
is  always  added,  on  account  of  the  acidityn » 
fruit.  The  peach  would  not  require  thif «» 
tion.  There  seems  to  be  leasoa  to  fesr «  ■» 
prove  too  saccharine.  It  ought  howeier,* 
remembered,  that  the  wine  ol  ^^"^.TL 
Frontignac,  is  of  an  extreme  iweelDeas.fin«» 
pungency  than  the  juice  of  the  peach.  U  »F 
aible,  too,  that  the  peach  juice,  fiaed, aadtw" 
without  an  infusion  of  brandy.,  might  he  jueff^ 
as  a  sweet,  to  mix  with  other  things;  it^ 
probably  require  the  bottle.  The  eitf  *» 
which  the  peach  is  raised  throughout  xtfivv^ 
States,  and  its  applicaUoo,  hitherto,  to  ifeej^ 
only  in  its  freah  and  dried  states,  and  totKo-^ 
tillery,  invite  to  endeavors  to  extend  iu«»j 
So  copious  an  addition  to  our  substituicsfM^ 
sugar,  in  the  form  of  a  sweetening  treicMJ' J 
so  exquisite  a  flavor,  would  be  very  w"*' 
it  could  be  rendered  conveniently  "'"^'tJ^ 

The  ancient  fermented  liquors,  mMeoMwjr 
call  metheglin,  and  mead,  are  not  o>«»^ 
any  of  the  returns,  thouglt  they  hiw  ?«^ 
made  in  the  United  States-the  former ««^ 
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erable  quftotities.  They  woald  fairly  cootribute 
to  swell  the  aggregate  ?alae  of  our  household 
oaanufactures. 

DUtiUed  SpiriU, — Numerous  and  valuable  im- 
>/ovemeots  in  this  manufacture  have  been  ef- 
fected. Bv  making  spirits  of  sixth  proof,  (Jamaica 
*um  and  French  brandv  being  only  fourth  proof,) 
;he  transportation  of  American  distilled  spirits, 
Vom  distant  interior  places,  is  effected  upon  more 
mvorable  terms,  according  to  the  value,  or  a 
ower  rate  per  centum.  The  empyreumatic  oil 
8  frequently  and  easily  extracted  by  a  patented 
>peration,  and  the  bad  flavor  of  ill  tasted  spirits 
m  taken  off.  The  quantity  of  distilled  spirits  re- 
>orted,  is  25,804,792  gallons,  equal  to  234,589 
laneheons,  of  about  110  galloDs  each,  very  far 
nccceding  all  the  West  Indian  and  South  Amer- 
can  rum,  or  spirits,  and  molasses,  of  every  for- 
lig^D  Power.  Our  manufacture  of  spirits  is  partly 
rom  foreign  and  American  molasses,  oats,  Indian 
sorn,  buckwheat,  wheat,  and  potatoes,  but  princi- 
>ally  from  rye,  apples,  and  peaches.  The  com- 
wrative  importance  of  this  distillery  will  be  more 
dearly  understood;  when  it  is  known  that  the 
imoant  of  all  the  riim  and  spirits  imported  from 
he  British  colonies,  into  England,  in  1785,  was 
.8,184  casks,  of  110  gallons  each.  It  is  true,  that 
here  was  a  considerable  exportation  from  the 
Sritish  West  Indies  to  the  United  States,  some 
o  the  Northern  British  colonies,  and  a  little  in 
(ther  directions.  But  the  American  distillery,  at 
^resent,  very  far  exceeds  the  whole.  It  iilr ill  cer- 
ainly  contmue  to  receive  considerable  support 
rom  foreign  consumption. 

The  unobserved  rapidity  of  the  growth  of  the 
^iD  distillery,  combining  with  the  extension  of 
he  hrewery,  and  with  the  increased  consumption 
»f  the  various  meals,  by  the  manufacturers,  and 
he  modern  cultivations  of  cotton  and  sugar,  have 
greatly  contributed  to  maintain  the  high  prices 
»f  wheat  and  Indian  corn :  for,  the  rye  and  barley, 
rhieh  have  been  raised  for  the  distillery  and 
trewery,  have  employed  a  proportional  p«rt  of 
he  cleared  land  and  labor  of  the  country.  But, 
18  our  objects  of  cultivation  have  increased  in 
mmber,  and  continue  to  increase,  and' as  grain 
rill  be  raised  in  a  less  proportion,^according  to 
«r  population,  and  our  manufacturers,  cotton 
;Towers,  sugar  planters,  and  cattle  farmers,  will 
eqoire  large  supplies,  the  original  necessity  for 
he  grain  distillery  will  decrease.  Cider,  and 
rineff  of  the  grape  and  currant,  will,  at  the  same 
ime,  increase,  and  will  materially  interfere  with 
he  grain  distillery  by  their  rivalship,  and  by  their 
mployment  of  a  portion  of  our  industry.  The 
listillery  of  the  potato  is  said  to  be  very  proflta- 
le  and  increasing,  and  the  flavor  may  be  im- 
Toved  by  the  extraction  of  the  empyreumatic 
•il,  in  the  patented  manner,  as  very  profitable, 
Qd  as  moralizing  rivals  of  distilled  spirits.  All 
he  other  drinks,  such  as  fermented  malt  liquors, 
ider,  currant  wine,  perry,  and  grape  wine,  are 
espectfuUy  conceived  to  merij  a  sanctioned  in- 
estigation,  and  perspicuous  dfsplay,  for  the  use 
r  the  people. 

Chenwxd  PreparaiionB,'^Thh  branch  of  man- 
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ttfactures  has  been  a  great  source  of  profit  in  Hol- 
land, Germany,  Great  Britain,  and  France.  Our 
rapid  and  very  great  attainments  in  it  are  evi- 
dences of  the  enterprise  of  our  citizens  in  trade 
and  business,  and  of  their  progress  in  science  and 
useful  knowledge.  The  sugar  refinery,  distillery, 
and  brewery,  may  be  considered  as  ancient  and 
important  parts  of  this  branch ;  but  the  operations, 
to  which  reference  is  most  particularly  intended, 
are  those  of  the  proper  chemist's  laboratories,  for 
drugs,  medicines,  tinctures,  extracts,  dyes,  and 
pigments.  These  have  been  extended  with  ffreat 
flkill  and  profit.  The  works,  the  capital,  and  the 
talents,  which  are  constantly  added  to  this  busi* 
ness,  insure  its  permanency  and  success. 

Soon  after  the  acquisition  of  the  Southern  lead 
mines^  establishments,  to  make  pigments  of  that 
material,  were  erected,  in  one  season,  sufficient, 
with  the  new  shot  factories,  to  employ  that  por- 
tion of  the  addition  which  was  lixely  to  reach 
the  Atlantic  ports.  Red  and  white  lead  and 
patent  yellow  are  now  made  in  very  considerable 

?|uantities,  and,  operating  with  the  other  manu- 
actories  of  the  same  raw  material  or  metal,  oc- 
casion a  demand  upon  the  miners  and  the  mer- 
chants for  much  more  than  they  supply.  Besides 
these,  a  great  number  and  variety  or  other  prepa- 
rations of  paints,  drugs,  tinctures,  extracu,  &e, 
are  constantly  made,  so  as  to  interfere  with  the 
importations,  in  some  instances,  and  to  prevent 
them  in  others.  The  practitioners  of  physic,  va- 
rious artists,  and  builders,  derive  great  assistance, 
in  their  respective  operations,  from  these  manu* 
factures,  and,  by  a  selection  of  faithful  makers, 
have  it  in  their  power  to  avoid  those  fraudulent 
and  pernicious  deceptions,  which  few  importers 
can  detect,  and  none  con  entirely  prevent.  It 
would  be  favorable  to  morals,  to  the  public  health 
and  interest,  and  to  the  internal  and  external 
trades,  if  these  and  other  manufactures,  liable  to 
adulteration,  were  required  to  be  sold  with  evi-* 
dence  of  the  maker's  name. 

Bricks  and  Brick  Ckof, — There  are  very  great 
quantities  of  brick  clay,  or  common  potters'  clay, 
in  the  United  States;  and  in  numberless  situa- 
tions adjacent  to  abundant  woods  and  forests, 
and  frequently  to  fossil  coal.  These  clays  are 
very  generally  Impregnated  with  iron,  and,  there- 
fore the  bricks,  tiles,  and  potters'  wares,  usually 
become  red  when  burned.  The  implements,  uten-^ 
sils,  and  instruments,  employed  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  bricks,  have  been  considerably  improved^ 
so  as  to  make  very  good  and  handsome  work, 
with  great  despatch,  saving  labor.  The  pottery 
beings  effected  by  preparatory  horse  mills  and 
turning  machines,  we  save  the  time  and  work  of 
the  operators,  and  give  regularity  to  the  form  of 
their  wares.  Twenty-two  labo^saving  projects 
have  been  offered  in  brick  making  alone.  This 
beneficial  principle  thus  frequently  occurs  in  a 
branch  which  does  not  at  first  view  appear  sus* 
ceptible  of  the  advantage  of  labor-saving  ma- 
chinery. A  horse  mill  might  be  made  to  turn  a 
number  of  potters'  forming  wheels.  Red  hearth 
tiles,  of  a  very  nice  quality,  are  made}  the  clay 
might  be  freed  from  eztraneooa  matter,  and  pre 
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pared  in  moulds,  pltin,  fluted;  or  figured,  so  as 
to  be  formed  ioto  tablets,  facies,  eolamns,  pilastres, 
and  other  oraameotal  matters,  of  the  same  color 
as  the  general  brkk  work.  The  marble  now 
used  for  sach  things,  would  be  left  for  other  and 
more  conrenient  or  necessary  purposes.  The 
official  returns  of  manufactures  or  bricks  are 
everywhere  very  defective,  end  in  most  places 
these  simple  manufactures  are  entirely  omitted. 
There  is  some  exportation,  and  much  coasting 
trade,  in  bricks  and  various  tiles  for  masonry. 
The  use  of  unburned  bricks,  and  walls  composed 
of  large  regular  pieces  of  earth,. and  earth  and 
sand  worked  into  an  adhesive  state,  with  and 
without  lime,  has  been  adopted  in  some  places. 
Bficks  cannot  be  imported  without  a  loss.  The 
few  that  arrive  are  brought  as  ballast,  and  do  act 
injure  the  American  manufactory. 

The  PoUery.-^The  manufacture  of  ordinary 
ware,  of  common  potters'  clay,  is  very  much  exr 
leaded  in  the  United  States.  It  is  of  great  use 
in  dairies,  kitchens,  larders,  store  -rooms,  sale 
stores,  and  manufactories.  Crucibles  are  made 
ia  several  places.  Black  lead  is  redundant.  Some 
manufactures  of  potters'  ware,  of  qualities  fit  to 
tohstitute  for  queens'  ware,  or  British  Stafibrd- 
shire  ware,  have  been  established.  The  manu- 
faoture  of  the  common  potters'  ware,  of  clay, 
whaoh  becomes  red  in  the  kiln,  is  capable  of 
improvement,  by  judgment  in  the  choice  of  clay, 
and  skill  in  preparing  it ;  also  in  the  formation, 
glazing,  and  ornaments.  Within  a  few  years, 
more  numerous,  and  better  veins  of  potters'  clay 
have  been  discovered,  in  consequence  of  the  at- 
tention to  manafacturea,  than  had  been  observed 
during  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries, 
which  have  elapsed  since  the  settlement  of  North 
America.  The  spirit  of  improvement  in  every 
branch  of  internal  industry,  afiects  the  establish- 
ment of  manufactures  as  rapidly  as  the  ascer- 
taining and  making  known  the  suitable  quftlities 
of  materials,  in  convenient  situations,  take  place. 
Every  kind  of  fuel  is  abundant,  the  clays  are  not 
deficient,  and  some  workmen  arise,  and  others 
arriva  among  us,  from  various  countries.  The 
freight,  cost  of  packages,  breakage,  other  charges 
and  losses,  on  potters'  ware,  are  very  great. 

The  lead  colorad  potters'  ware,  often  called 
alone  ware,  tM  also  made  of  clay,  and  salt,  and  pot 
adi.  It  is  of  the  same  kind  which  was  formerly 
ifl^wrted  from  Holkad,  at  a  very  great  expense. 
This  maaufoeture  is  from  a  clay  which  does  not 
baeome  red  in  the  kiln. 

Aa  the  establishment  of  potteries  has  succeeded 
ia  ihe  Atlantic  counties,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
tluit  they  will  be  more  heneficial  ia  the  interior 
and  w*estem  districts,  where  fuel,  ffrounds,  and 
bttildinf  materials,  are  cheap,  and  where  the 
breakage  and  expenses  of  transpbrution  of  foreign 
ware,  over  land,  occasion  the  prices  of  the  un- 
broken to  be  excessive.  It  is  affirmed,  in  the 
strongest  mt^oner,  by  persons  of  judgment  and 
skill,  that  the  requisite  clays  and  flints  for  the 
branches  of  the  pottery,  called  English  china  and 
queens'  ware,  ak'C  very  far  beyond  any  possible 
wants  of  this  coiL^try,  for  internal  consumption 


or  exportation.    The  Vermont  elaf  b  M  ia 
much  estimation. 

There  is  no  manufacture  for  ivhicli  thistsM- 
try  is  now  more  perfectly  prepared  tiiaa  fior  tee 
of  potters'  and  glass  wares,  nor  is  it  prohaUeibt 
the  progress  of  any  other  maaolsic tores  will  k 
henceforth  so  rapid ;  the  consanption  is  wif 
great  and  increasing. 

G^«ff.^-The  maattfacture  of  glmaa  bas  anie, 
till  of  late,  a  slow  but  considerable  progiess.  k 
has  been,  however,  astonishiBg*  that  ma  ariieleiB 
costly  in  the  importation,  so  much  aciiiiceied  a 
loes  by  breakieg,  ia  the  importatioa  and  ia  tke 
transportation  over  land,  and  so  aoiveiaal  ia  in 
consumption,  has  not  made  a  rapid  pragresi  ii 
the  Western  and  midland,  and  even  ia  the  At- 
lantic sections  of  so  well-wooded  a  eoaa&y,  m 
foil  of  the  materials.  Wood  fuel,  and  taut 
quently  alkaline  salts,  are  to  be  procured  viih  a 
pro&t,  because  the  lands  fkouk  whieh  a  ghss 
manufacturer  or  potter  should  take  them,  vsali 
be  greatly  increased  in  value  by  tbe  nmankd 
the  wood.  The  difihsiott  of  the  knowledge  s( 
this  art  by  examiaation,  statemeac,  eagranaK 
and  instruction,  would  prodaee  moeli  gam  ia  m 
United  States.  Our  inexhaustible  atook  ef  wooi 
actually  cumbers  much  exedleat  soil,  mmi  sm- 
pends  its  cultivation  and  peodnettoa.  ^osBiiesal 
IS  abundant  in  several  extensive  distiieis.  LufC 
tracts  of  land,  coavenient  to  the  BMBemis,  cov- 
ered with  wood,  and  accommodated  with  warn, 
are  purchasable  upon  very  low  tenas^  aad  am 
even  long  credits. 

Seven  of  the  States  and  distrJcti  made  letataa 
of  twentv-three  or  more  glass  sMnalaclones,  in 
1810,  making  glass  of  materials  If  iag  eveiy  wkere 
on  the  surface  of  the  earth—a  vast  preportioa  of 
which  is  unused.  The  amouatof  foods  made 
was  $1,046,004.  When  this  fact  is  eeasadersd, 
and  the  encouragement  given  to  maauAetares  by 
the  state  of  things  since  1810,  by  the  new  ditic% 
and  by  the  war,  it  cannot  be  doubled  ttet  the 
cessary  and  convenient  part  of  the  glass 
tory  is  rapidly  beeomiog  sufficient  for  ear 
sumption.  The  whole  value  of  the  British 
manofacttiry,  ia  the  year  1783,  was  eoaaideietf  i» 
be  $2,800,000  for  eleven  millioos  of  pecyk;  wt 
they  exported  considerably  to  lieUuad,  their  ea» 
nies,  and  to  the  United  Stafees.  It  appears  te 
our  glass  works  in  1810,  were  &r  meee  auiawnp 
and  productive  than  was  then  aappoied.  Iliv 
works  have  been  sinee  erected.  There  sue  pm^ 
saviags  and  large  proflis  to  a  number  of  «W  Aaw 
icaa  glass  manufacturers^  arising  frona  their  dh 
taitting  huildiags,  materials,  foel,  and  ps 
from  the  lands  they  purchased,  at  very  low; 
for  those  works,  and  from  the  sure  aad 
crease  in  the  value  of  lands  so  purehaaed  in  tht 
United  Sutes.  The  constant  improTemenr  ii 
the  style  <tf  the  buildings  in  this  eouacry,  the  eiv* 
tion  of  houses  in  new  towns,  and  on  new  §um 
the  extension  of  these  into  interior  situation^da 
improvement  of  the  glass  maaufactory  itaeJCaai 
the  export  trade,  assure  to  the  glass  mannlacMi* 
in  the  United  States,  a  good,  steady,  aad 
iog  demand. 
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It  is  manifest  that  the  Uoitjed  Stales  hare  nude 
r«at  progress  ia  the  manqfaetorjr  of  fermented 
iiaors,  and  it  is  believed  that  their  lessened  pro* 
prtioaed  attention  to  the  bread  grains,  in  conse- 
aence  of  the  eotton,  tobapco,  sugar,  and  iodigo 
ultivations,  horse,  sheep,  and  cattle  farming  and 
lining,  will  occasion  more  future  actiTity  in  the 
rewers,  farmer's,  and  hoatewife's  manttfacture 
f  fermented  liquors,  which  will  greatly  iucrease 
le  demand  for  glass  bottles.  Many  old  and  new 
ranches  of  manufacture  also  demand  large  num- 
ers  of  those  vessels.  Our  increasing  population 
pquires  a  constant  addition.  We  have  not  yet 
iscovered  any  considerable  quantity  of  tin,  which 
i  one  of  the  materials  to  make  pewter,  and  our 
ummers  incUne  the  people  to  use  class  drinkiujg 
Ajis,  (which  are  inaeed  preferable,  from  their 
ucility  to  be  quickly  and  niqely  cleaned)  to  any 
fber  drinking  Vessel.  The  people  of  this  coun- 
y  will,  therefore,  always  be  great  consumers 
Hh  of  the  useful  and  el^ant  gCM<»  wares.  The 
nportation  of  hollow  gmafi  ware,  and  looking 
iass  plates,  is  extremely  ezpensivO)  especially  to 
le  inhabitants  of  the  interior. 
iSfiUc— The  steady  and  increased  application  to 
|e  prevalent  household  manufactures  has  pre* 
Bnted  any  considerable  attention  to  breeding  silk 
prms.  Our  manufacture  of  silk,  from  the  im- 
mediate production  of  the  worm  in  America,  is 
ery  small.  It  is  chiefly  from  foreign  silk,  and 
>reign  silk  thread ;  which  last  is  wrought  into 
inge,  tassels^  buttons,  and  other  fancy  goods  of 
kste  and  fashion,  and  is  used  in  making  up  cloth- 
ig  and  furniture. 

The  m<lbt  interesting  manufacture  of  silk  for 
le  United  Stateoi  is  that  of  bolting  cloths  for  our 
Dur  mills.  There  are  no  difficulties  in  the  way 
r  procuring  enough  of  the  raw  material  to  manu- 
icture  this  necessary  class  of  silk  goods.  It  is 
ue  that  importation  mav  be  expected  certainly 
}  foraish  the  qoanuty  of  those  cloths  which  we 
lall  want.  But  the  peculiar  value,  or  rather  the 
idlspensable  necessity  for  this  commodity,  ren- 
er»  It  desirable  to  hold  it  up  in  the  most  striking 
pint  of  view.  Hc^land,  withont  any  particular 
^yi^lage  over  us  in  the  manufacture,  and  in 
Mpa^  respects  le^s  prepared  for  it  than  we  are, 
as  beieo  loducedf  probably  by  her  numerous  flour 
iills,and  the  proots  she  derived  from  the  manu- 
loture  of  bolting  cloths,  to  eiiter  into  it  in  a  greater 
egree,  ia  proportion  to  her  popvlation,  than  any 
ther  nation.  The  geaeral  ailk  ^iuze  manufac- 
[ire,  of  which  this  may  becctnaidered  as  a  branch, 
as  very  much  declined;  so  that  ezperieacea 
raavers  might  he  drawn  tp  America  in  any  re- 
^site  number.  The  necessary  impoitation  of 
aw  silk  can  alwaye  be  ma^e,  if  other  objects 
bould  continue  to  employ  private  families.  The 
snrmaries  on  the  Southern  estates,  which  have 
een  already  mentioned,  would.be  convenient 
laces  for  breeding  silk  worms.  The  climates  of 
ar  res[ion  of  colored  population  are  those  of  the 
reat  silk  countricts,  and  persons  well  enough  to 
oove*  with  comfort  may  tend  .  the  silk  worm, 
/onnecticut  has  done  much  in  the  production  of 
lie  proper  molberry  tree  and  of  the  silk,  as  well 


as  in  the  manufacture  of  cloths  of  silk,  though  in 
a  colder  climate  than  those  of  the  worm  in  Europe 
and  Asia. .  This  worm  does  well  in  dry  countries. 
From  such  facts  our  capacity  in  the  silk  business 
may  be  considered  as  common  to  a  great  number 
of  the  States. 

It  appears  that  countries  so  successfnl  in  com* 
merce  and  manufactures;  and  parts  of  those  coun- 
tries so  populous  and  extensive,  prosecute  with 
such  steadiness  the  production  and  manufacture 
of  silk,  that  the  subject  must  be  worthy  of  a  more 
profound  and  minute  examination,  than  has  yet 
been  applied  to  it  in  the  United  States.  Qetween 
the  Southern  extremities  of  Italy,  Greece,  and 
Spain,  which,  being  peninsular^  are  probably  of 
the  warmth  of  our  State  of  Louisiana,  to  the  lat- 
itude of  Presburg,  in  Hungary,  which  nearly 
corresponds  in  temperature  with  that  of  Balti- 
more, in  Maryland,  are  found  the  innumerable  silk 
worms  of  France.  Spain,  Hungary,  Germany, 
Switzerland,  Lombardy,  Italy,  and  Turkey*  Jul 
most  of  those  countries,  the  merchants,  the  man- 
ufacturers, and  the  householders,  pay  a  great  and 
increasing  attention  to  the  production  and  com- 
merce of  unmanufactured  aaid  manufactured  ailks, 
of  every  description  and  quality.  Similar  facta 
occur  in  the  corresponding  climates  of  Asia.  In 
many  of  those  regions  of  the  ancient  and  modern 
manufacturing  and  trading  nations,  the  produc* 
tion,  manufacture,  and  commerce,  of  sila,  have 
been  pursued  through  a  long  series  of  ages.  They 
are  maintained  at  the  greatest  known  height,  at 
the  present  time,  when  rival  productions,  manu- 
factures, and  trades,  constantly  employ  an  im- 
mense mass  of  capital  and  population.  It  is  true^ 
also  that  there  are,  or  have  been,  in  Great  Britain, 
the  whole  of  the  Netherlands,  and  many  parts  of 
Germany,  which  do  not  produce  silk,  very  consid- 
erable  manufactures  of  that  raw  material,  whieh 
they  import  from  Italy,  Turkey,  and  India.  These 
facts  satisfactorily  prove,  that  the  production  of 
a  surplus  of  silk  is  profitable  in  some  countrieik 
and  that  the  manufacture  of  that  surplus  is  found 
to  he  advantageous  to  other  countries,  whioh  do 
not  produce  that  material.  The  Gh>vernmenta 
and  people  of  the  United  States  cannot  observe 
without  impression  our  constant  importations  of 
foreign  silk  goods,  in  parcels,  amounting,  some- 
times, on  board  of  a  single  vessel,  to  six  nundced 
packages.  There  does  not  occur  to  recollection 
any  employment  so  suitable  for  the  decrepi^ 
the  valetudinarian,  and  the  aged  part  of  the  na- 
tional population.  It  appears,  also,  to  be  compat- 
ible with  the  pursuits  of  all  persons  who  rarelj 
go  abroad,  and  with  those  of  such  as  can  vaake  it 
convenient  to  remain  generally  at  home.  Silk 
is  so  easily  and  abundantly  producible,  that  it  ia 
found  to  be  the  most  economical  clothing  of  the 
poor  of  China.  It  requires  no  ownership  nor 
tenancy  of  soiL  There  are  some  preposaessiona 
against  the  production  of  silk  in  Uie  United  States, 
but  the  pursuit  of  it  has  been  so  long  continned 
in  many  countries,  and  the  results  are  so  consid- 
erable, that  it  is  much  doubted  whether  the  sub- 
ject  is  correctly  estimated.  A  complete  exami- 
I  nation  of  it,  throughout  its  districts  of  foreign 


2631 


APPENDIX. 


2633 


Digut  of  Manufadures. 


prodactioD,  manufacture,  and  commerce,  with 
the  relative  examiDations  in  our  own  eouutry, 
with  the  proper  application  of  the  whole,  would 
be  a  useful  service. 

SaUn — The  manufacture  of  salt,  from  springs  in 
the  interior  country,  is  very  imperfectly  returned. 
New  York  is  understood  to  return  about  300,000 
bushels  per  annum,  and  it  is  represented  that  the 
quantity  cam  be  increased.  The  Ouabache  Saline 
made,  in  1809,  about  130,000  bushels,  of  which 
there  is  no  return.  Other  salt  springs  hare  been 
discovered  on  the  banks  of  the  Kenbawa.  The 
manufacture  of  salt^  (and  that  of  glauber  siilts, 
which  are  procured  in  the  progress  of  the  work,) 
on  the  seacoast,  is  considerable  and  increasing, 
and  has  been  very  favorablv  affected  by  a  recent 
discovery.  The  flowing  or  the  sea  near  to  Cape 
Henlopen,  in  the  Delaware  State,  occasions  a 
collection  of  salt  water  in  a  great  sandy  pan,  or 
extensive  shallow  cavity.  In  this  cavity  th^ 
evaporation  of  much  of  the  water  appears  to  take 
place,  while  the  remainder  is  absorbed  by  the 
sand.  This  occasions  the  saltness  of  the  absorbed 
part  to  be  much  increased.  That  briney  water 
18  subject  to  further  evaporation,  till  it  reaches  a 
clayey  bottom,  which  lies  under  the  sand.  By 
uncovering  this  clay  bottom  in  places,  and  making 
short  trenches  in  it,  opportunity  is  given  for  the 
evaporated  water  to  pass  into  them.  When  taken 
in  vessels  from  these  trenches,  the  water  is  found 
to  be  strong  enough  to  float  an  egg,  and  of  course 
produces  a  much  greater  proportion  of  salt  than 
the  common  sea  water.  Sometimes  this  water 
from  the  trenches  is  converted  into  salt  by  mere 
evaporation.  On  the  French  Atlantic  coast,  such 
clayey  bottoms  occur  in  the  salt  district,  and  are 
kiffhl^  valued. 

It  IS  said  that  such  great  pans,  or  shallow 
cavities,  or  receptacles  of  sea  water,  are  numer- 
ous along  the  coasts  of  the  United  States.  They 
ought  to  be  brought  into  immediate  use,  as  in 
Europe. 

The  salt  works  at  Cape  Henlopen  are  stated  to 
produce  nearly  2,000  bushels  per  week,  or  100,000 
bushels  per  annum.  Only  a  small  part  was  re- 
ported in  1810  in  the  Delaware  return.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  the  increase  has  been  so  considerable 
as  to  amount  to  the  quantity  now  mentioned. 
This  new  advantage  in  salt  works  may  not  only 
occasion  a  great  extension  of  the  manufacture, 
but  may  produce  savings  of  labor  and  fuel.  It  is 
possible  tnat  situations  remote  from  the  mouths 
of  great  rivers  may  be  most  favorable  for  salt 
works,  as  the  sea  water  is  perhaps  less  briney 
where  a  great  body  of  fresh  water  is  disembogued. 
Islands  are  found  best  on  the  coast  of  Europe. 
It  may  not  be  amiss  to  consider  the  temperature 
of  places,  on  that  coast,  where  salt  is  manufac- 
tured. Cadi2,  Lisbon,  and  the  south  of  France, 
(no  part  of  which  is  less  than  42^  and  26^  North,} 
may  be  considered  as  the  great  sources  of  salt  on 
the  continent  of  Europe.  The  coasts  and  islands 
of  Georgia,  and  the  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
appear  to  be  much  more  favorable  for  the  manu- 
facture of  salt  than  the  southern  districts  of} 
France,  and  situations  upon  the  Ghilf  seem  more ' 


likely  to  be  suitable  than  the  rieiDities  of  lisba 
and  St.  Ubes,  so  far  as  depends  on  tempenint 
Long  droughu  and  a  climate  of  a  generd  ki\ 
character  roust  favor  the  manafncture.  Padii 
abundance  can  be  procured  in  America,  wkere 
the  manufacture  by  solar  heal  is  not  yet  fouwlts 
be  practicable. 

It  is  probable  that  the  manafnetore  of  the  betf 
pearl  ashes,  out  of  the  common  ashes  produced  lif 
fires  of  the  salt  makers,  mi^hc  condoee  to  tbe 
profits  of  salt  works.  It  ought  to  be  remembcRd 
that  the  ashes  of  the  pine  and  all  other  terebii- 
thine  woods  are  considered  as  onlit  for  the  «£- 
nary  manufacture  of  pot  ash. 

Other  wholesome  and  agreeable  antisepties 
are  substitutes  for  salt,  and  are  soflicieDdy  rdt- 
tive  to  a  competent  manufactared  supply  of  sth 
to  merit  suggestion.    A  considerable  poitioB  of 
brown  or  unrefined  sugar,  or  of  molasses,  iiilM 
on  meat  intended  to  Im  pickled,  or  coarse  sagir 
or  molasses,  mixed  with  the  salt  and  water  ii 
certain  proportions,  with  or  without  saltpetre,  ii 
known  to  contribute  to  preserve  meat,  and  is 
prevent  its  growing  hard.    This  is  a  well  tried 
fact,  highly  interesting  to  everybodf,  when  silt 
is  scarce  and  dear,  and  it  is  pecoliarly  so  to  dK 
owners  of  sugar  maple  lands.     To  this  method  of 
saving  salt,  or  lessening  the  demand  for  it.  mtf  be 
added  the  adoption  of  the  practice  in  Caaada,  and 
in  some  parts  and  families  of  the  United  Stttes^  cf 
placing  meat  in  a  situation  to  be  fnizeo,M3dto 
be  retained  in  that  state  while  it  is  kept,  ia  Win- 
ter,  for  family  consumption.     Ice  looses  have 
the  same  effect  upon  the  economy  of  salt,  ia  the 
warmest  seasons,  and  merit  the  consideTatioQ  of 
the  farmers.    They  are  built  of  loss  from  our 
woods,  below  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  of 
logs  and  a  very  thick  and  close  ihateh,  aboTe  the 
surface,  for  a  very  small  value  of  labor,  and  less 
of  materials. 

It  is  a  good  operation,  in  manofaetnres^  to  nafce 
substitutes  for  such  things  as  cannot  be  obctiaed 
in  sufficient  quantities.  If,  therefore,  maple  sugar 
and  maple  molasses  shall  be  made  nse  of  to  per- 
form a  part  of  the  antiseptic  and  preservatrre 
operations  of  marine  salt,  and  are.  as  we  kasv, 
of  a  less  scorbutic  tendency,  it  is  a  great  pwt 
gained.  To  make  salt  less  necessary,  by  the 
use  of  the  maple  or  cane  sugar,  or  molasses,  by 
freezing  meat,  and  by  ice  houses;,  is  equal  to  the 
effect  of  manufacturing  salt  in  greater  quaniiiiei 
It  may  be  useful  to  remark,  that  the  parts  of 
the  coast  of  France  where  the  greatest  quaniitiei 
of  salt  are  lAade,  by  the  operation  of  the  son,  are 
the  coast  of  Britanny,  Sainteuxe,  and  the  eovairf 
of  Aunis,  the  most  northern  of  which  is  of  (he 
temperature  of  our  Virginia  coast.  They  maan* 
facture  salt  by  fire,  as  far  north  as  the  month  off 
the  Seine. 

Gsfinon  and  Mu$kei9. — The  qnantity  of  iroa 
cannon  wanted  has  not,  for  a  long  time,  beea  a 
matter  of  any  difficulty  to  procure ;  the  price  be- 
ing  stipulated,  so  as  to  induce  to  the  undertakrtf, 
the  commodity  is  obtainable  with  certainty.  U 
has  been  already  mentioned,  that  the  most  9^ 
proved  practice  is  to  cast  theaa  lo  the 
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Der,  wilb  a  spruce  head,  which,  it  is  supposed,  oc- 
castoDs  a  more  perfect  formation  of  a  compact 
piece  of  ordnauce,  aod  is  coDsidered  as  coodu- 
ciug  highly  to  its  goodness,  at  and  near  the  muzzle. 
The  gun  is  then  set  in  machinery,  which  turns  it 
with  a  pressure  towards  a  fixed  instrument ;  this 
bores  a  calibre  in  the  solid  gun*form  mass  of  iron, 
with  great  exactness  and  beauty. 

Gannon  are  constantly  manufactured,  when 
demanded,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  in  the 
public  armories  of  the  Union,  and  of  the  States, 
and  on  contracis,  and  for  sale  to  associations  of 
citizens,  and  to  indi?idual  purchasers,  for  use  at 
home,  or  for  exportation.  Of  these  ?ery  consid* 
erable  operations,  there  are  some  specific  returns 
for  1810,  under  the  heads  of  'Vgun  makers,"  and 
'  boring-mills,"  and  it  is  presumed  there  are  some 
included  under  that  of  iron  foundries.  The  pub- 
lic armories,  and  their  manufactures,  are  not  par- 
ticularly noticed  in  the  returns ;  they  are  men- 
tioned, as  of  1810  alsOj  in  your  report,  in  part. 

The  improrements  in  the  manufacture  of  steel, 
ftod  the  experience  in  the  general  manufacture  of 
irms.  with  the  exu^enciesof  the  times,  and  abo?e 
ilL  tne  eyidences  from  the  operations  of  individ- 
uals, of  the  States,  and  of  the  Union,  under  va- 
rious administrations,  that  the  expense  and  trou- 
ble of  a  judicious  and  rigorous  inspection  are 
required  to  be  surely  and  eiectually  provided  for, 
bave  made  favorable  changes  in  the  condition  of 
ibis  important  branch  of  our  manufactures.  But  it 
ippears  highly  worthy  of  consideration,  whether. 
if  ter  a  proper  notice,  military  guns  or  pistols  shoulu 
be  allowed  to  be  sold,  without  the  evidences  of 
the  inspection  of  a  sworn  and  responsible  officer. 
These  are  manufactures  which  obvious  consid- 
erations require  to  be  placed  under  a  r^imen,  so 
well  devised,  and  so  strictly  executed,  as  to  pre- 
vent deception,  and  its  most  evil  consequences. 
The  numerous  facts  which  have  occurred  fully 
prove  that  unfaithful,  or  unskilful,  or  at  least  in- 
sufficient work  in  this  branch,  is  confined  to  no 
time,  no  place,  no  nation,  no  cost. 

Jlu  Fine  Arts  and  the  £fcience9.*-The  works  of 
luman  genius  and  cultivation,  which  belong  to 
iie  elegant  and  magnificent  class  of  the  arts,  have 
I  Tery  considerable  effect  upon  the  convenience, 
itility,  and  profits,  of  those  things,  which  are 
isualiy  called  manufactures. 

A  knowledge  of  architecture  is  necessary  even 
;o  the  cheapness  of  construction-— geometrv, 
irhich  is  the  scientific  basis  of  architecture,  teach- 
Dg  the  operator  that,  as  a  square  contains  the 
arffest  area  within  a  certain  extent  of  uncurved 
MiUines,  so  the  walls  of  a  square  building  are  less 
mostly  than  those  of  any  other  right-lined  edifice. 
The  strength  of  the  arch  is  uught  in  like  mau- 
ler. An  analysis  of  beauty  instructs  us  in  the 
grounds  of  ornaments  of  curved  lines. 

The  fine  arts,  particularly  painting  and  sculp- 
ure,  have  beautified  the  manufactures  of  alaba«- 
er,  marble,  clay,  plaster,  and  metals,  and  of  wooL 
ioen,  cotton,  and  leather.  The  fine  porcelain  of 
Prance  and  Saxony,  the  statues  and  paintings  of 
3reece  and  Rome,  the  modern  imitations  of  them 
A  paintings,  statues,  and  easu,  the  elegant  min- 


iatures of  alabaster,  its  rarious  flowers  and  orna* 
ments,  the  improvements  in  the  composition  and 
in  the  pottery  of  wedgewood,  the  imitations  of 
the  antique  vases  and  figures  in  various  sold  and 
silver  ornaments  and  utensils,  and  indeed  of  brass, 
the  tapestry  of  the  Gobelines,  embroidery,  bro- 
cading, dying,  engraving,  and  the  printing  of  lin* 
en,  cotton,  and  silken  cloths,  are  amonff  the  nu- 
merous examples  that  crowd  upon  the  mind* 
The  fluctuations  and  disorders  of  the  Old  World 
have  occasioned  innumerable  transfers  of  the  in- 
struments, the  libraries,  the  models,  the  works, 
tht  agents,  and  the  lovers,  of  the  fine  arts,  from 
thence  to  the  United  States.  This  truth  is  at 
simple,  absolute,  and  well  known,  as  the  transfer 
hither  of  merino  flocks,  and  of  manufactures  of 
fine  wool,  from  their  proper  original  countries. 
The  effects  of  such  transfers  of  much  that  was 
necessary  for  the  interesting  cultivation  of  the 
fine  arts,  either  in  their  distinct  and  separate 
character  and  form,  or  as  pleasing  and  beneficial 
auxiliaries  to  the  useful  arts  and  manufactureS| 
are  manifest  to  the  attentive  observer.  A  numer- 
ous body  of  professors  and  instructors,  in  music, 
painting^  sculpture,  architecture,  and  all  the  finer 
branches  of  human  skill  and  industry^  of  a  char- 
acter, in  their  respective  arts  and  sciences,  very 
far  indeed  above  the  colonial  schools,  and  suel^ 
in  numbers,  in  standing,  and  in  talents,  as  nothing 
but  the  agitated  state  of  Burope  could  so  early 
have  induced  or  driven  hither,  are  seen  in  all  our 
principal  cities.  Sven  by  the  musical  branch| 
light  as  it  may  appear  to  many,  the  useful  arts 
have  been  improved.  The  manufacture  of  every 
instrument,  from  the  organ  to  the  fife,  involving 
considerable  science,  exempts  us  from  the  costs 
and  expenses  of  importation,  and  the  exhibltioii 
of  the  Panharmonicon  has  diffused  instruction, 
in  an  electric  style  through  every  attentive  mtnd, 
gifted  with  mechanical  talent,  or  opened  by  edu- 
cation, in  that  branch  of  knowledge.* 

The  advantages  of  military  architecture,  by 
land  and  sea,  are  perfectly  obvious.  It  involvea 
much  and  various  art  and  science.  Our  display 
of  skill  in  construction  for  the  naval  department 
is  not  surpassed,  whether  it  be  tested  by  prompti- 
tude of  exertion,  shortness  of  voyages,  exemption 
from  foundering,  preservation  irom  the  dangers 
of  a  lee  shore,  safety  in  retreat  from  a  superior 
foe,  forcing  an  adversary  into  action,  or  the  all- 
important  workings  of  our  ships  of  warjhrough- 
out  the  time  of  actual  enffagement.  The  con- 
struciion  and  equipment  of  a  ship  require  much 
art  and  science.  They  involve  the  use  and  ben- 
efits of  the  curious  mvstery  of  the  magnet,  those 
of  the  discovery  of  the  compass,  the  science  of 
chemistry  in  regard  to  the  generation,  refinement, 
and  composition  of  nitre,  the  purification  of  sul- 
phur, the  preparation  of  carbon,  and  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  whole;  the  doctrines  of  matter  and 
motion,  and  of  pneumatics  and.  projectiles;  the 
principles  and  practice  of  geometry  and  mechan* 

*  The  conception  and  the  exeeation  of  this  curious 
and  complicated  machine  are  very  strong  evidences  of 
genius,  and  practical  mechanical  talents. 
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ics,  sculpture  in  the  ibrantioa  of  the  head  mad 
ornaments— a  beaatifah  extended,  and  peculiar 
symmetif ;  and  yarioua  other  matters  in  the  tine 
and  superior  arts  and  sciences. 

The  improved  state  of  our  manufactures,  with 
their  huildings,  materials,  ingredients,  composi- 
tions, instruments,  and  mechanism,  iuToWes  a 
knowledge  and  a  practice,  in  wide  circles  of  the 
fine  arts,  and  of  nearly  all  the  sciences. 

In  the  branches  of  sculpture,  the  United  States 
exhibit  some  works  of  merit,  and  of  greater  prom- 
ise. In  the  useful  part  of  the  eneraying  depart- 
ment, our  progress  has  been  rapid  and  consider- 
able, Decause  there  is  a  demand  for  the  works  of 
the  artists.  It  has  been  accompanied  by  inTen- 
tion,  evincing  genius.  In  the  ornamental  and 
elegant  part  of  sculpture,  enough  has  appeared 
to  proTC  that  we  hare  the  art,  if  oeoastons  shall 
draw  it  into  frequent  action.  In  wood,  there  are 
Tery  honorable  e?idences  of  native. talent,  in  va- 
rious works  of  taste  and  fanc]r,  and  there  are  nu- 
merous works  of  that  material  in  the  statuary 
branch.  In  our  marble,  we  exhibit  some  speci- 
mens, by  foreign  artists,  far  beyond  the  quality 
of  the  materials.  The  United  States  mav  claim 
eminence  from  the  works  of  its  native  and  adopt- 
ed sons,  in  the  various  branches  of  the  art  of 
painting,  and  the  superior  works  of  civil  archi- 
tecture.* 

instrumenta  and  AgetUf  of  Manufactures.-^ 
Machinery  and  processes  to  effect  manufactures, 
so  as  to  leave  the  manual  industry  of  a  nation 
for  other  employments,  are  of  a  de^^ree  of  im- 
portance to  the  United  States  pro]>orlioned  to  the 
nnallttess  of  the  average  population  on  a  square 
mile  of  our  extensive  territory.  As  we  possess 
tnnnmerable  horse-powers,  applied  to  digging  and 
raking  machines,  to  turn  up  and  break  the  soil, 
and  cover  the  seed  grain,  under  the  names  of  the 
plough  and  the  harrow,  to  our  incalculable  profit, 
so  we  have  water  mills  and  steam  engines,  in  nu- 
merous instances,  and  of  diversifira  forms,  to 
manufacture  boards,  bark,  powder,  flour,  bar  and 
sheet  iron,  nails,  wire,  carded  wool  and  cotton, 
yarn  andtnread,  metal  plates  of  every  kind,  hair 
powder,  snufi*,  gunpowder,  paper,  muskets,  scythes, 
oolts,  stocking  web,  various  cloths,  and  printed 
and  other  goods.  These  and  many  other  ma- 
chines have  been  obtained  from  abroad,  or  derived 
from  the  actual  and  very  considerable  talents  of 
our  own  citizens.  The  complicated  silk  mill, 
the  first  invention  for  yarn  or  thread,  the  fulling 
mUl,  and  various  other  mechanical  constructions, 
were  acquired  by  the  most  extensive  manufaetu- 
ling  nation  of  this  time,  in  Europe,  from  her 
neighbors.  The  wisdom  of  the  world  has  been, 
and  is,  attainable  by  us,  as  by  other  indostrious 
and  qualified  nations,  and  the  inventive  genius 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  has  produced 


*  The  finest  paintings  may  be  considered  as  manu- 
ftctures ;  and  though  temples  and  other  magnificent 
buildings  are  not  mannfitctures,  they  involve,  like  the 
weriu  flif  naval  cNfaiteetuM,  a  greet  number  and  va- 
viety  of  the  opoffatkmB  and  manuftcttMS  <tf  the  fine 
and  Qsofnl  mrto  and  tiaiss. 


a  very  great  number  of  eurioas  tad  yaidii. 
struments  and  machines. 

Varioas  important  processes  eaaMe  ostoa 
and  color  skins,  brew,  distil,  reetiff,  nfiie, » 
act,  combing  and  separate  the  raw  nttaiilK 
manuftictures  of  the  Un  tted  States.  Theicieiai 
and  the  fine  arts^  and  the  aseful  irtsndoai' 
facture^  beneficially  co-operate  to  obiiii,  vhl 
would  be  otherwise  uoattaiaable,  or  itaiiilk 
with  much  labor  and  ex^nse,aDdleu]N!rfeeiia 
In  this  department,  foreign  sourecs,  the  kinl' 
ed^,  and,  indeed,  the  learning  aad  ttkatiofn 
citizens  have  yielded  to  the  coaotrf  fvl  boMfti 
Chemistry  has  rapidly  become  a  reir  geaari 
study.  Leather,  glass,  distilled  lad  ieraxnfri 
liqaors.  drugs  and  medicines,  dyesiQJEijpigaabi 
and  all  the  metals,  and  the  Domeross  mm- 
tionsof  them,  all  the  salts,  all  ibeoili^iodfllih 
extracu,  tinctures,  spirits,  aad  deeoetion^  rHii 
many  other  things,  belong  to  tb is  ehii. 

It  is  in  this  country,  as  moch  u  isnyflAcr, 
that  the  civil  and  religions  freedom  of  the  citini 
enables  them  to  display  the  value  oljudeto 
ally  to  use,  those  strong  and  varioas  i)Nlitiaa| 
qualifications  for  diflereat  emplofBCOt}  ii  ^ 
which  Divine  Providenee  has  impirted  tok 
human  mind  and  body.  Suchfwtiliielir(f 
tain  pursttiu,  when  not  used,  are  tilttts  Mita 
an  unproductive  state.  To  hire  kept  BiMH 
house  and  Franklin  in  the  usoal  enidofaMtf « 
agriculture,  would  have  deprived  tkeeoa^" 
the  unparalleled  planeurium, and  s/i^w'^ 
ductor  of  the  electric  fire.  But  ik  i^  ^ 
such  a  man  as  Galileo  presents  tkoktidestteie 
eminent  Americans  would  harettcsnmu 
some  countries.  It  would  hare  ben  i  niKa 
wealth  lost  to  the  country  if  tbetiltttwa^ 
the  saw  gin,  to  prepare  cotton  for  the  niMif 
turer's  card,  had  not  been  exerted,  tsdw  jw» 
ventive  and  fabricating  powers  of  w'O^^ 
minds  and  bodies  had  not  been  tpplMd  to  i»" 
enginery,  to  the  machinery  for  nails,  to  isj 
and  slitting  mills,  to  card-wire  o«^*"fc"|2J 
ing,  spinning,  and  weaving  machinery,  to  W 
mills,  to  manufactures  of  grain,  >i^f  ^"f  Jg 
nious  occupations,  the  curious  mefltoM*"" 
are  lost  in  tamiliarity.  ^ 

It  is  a  truth  of  the  utmost  ioportasc^J* 
there  are  now  in  the  United  Slates  worWI^ 
amples,  intelligible  models,  books  of  losoven 
and  qualified  workmen,  foreign  and  dsuM 
means  of  which  persons  ia  *i"'®'^  ^^^^'^  !I5  ^ 
useful  art  and  manufactory  can  ?wa*°  fJL 
struments,  machinery,  information,  awi^ 
ants,  to  make  and  conduct  ^|jj'**i5^ 
meats  for  every  raw  material.  The  ^■^fi  jj 
how  extensively  these  thin^  were  aiinw 
lonff  ago  as  the  Autumn  of  1810.  8««*rJ 
riod,  a  very  rapid  progress  and  a  mwa**"^ 
fusion  in  the  useful  aru  and  trades  hareceniir 

ly  occurred.  -^td't 

Many  curious  and  valuable  »P^»J**^*^ 
provemenu  have  taken  pl««e  i"^**** "Jlrff 
and  chemical  branches,  and  in  ^^^J^^tf 
bor  and  political  eeonomy.  Bv«^"f^i^ 
week,  produces  additions  to  them.  A»wi 
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ire  distillation  by  steam,  the  pendulam  and  lever 
nill,  the  machine  for  splitting  skiat,  the  pressed 
lail  mill,  the  great  increase  of  chemical  prepara- 
ions,  for  dyers,  colormen,  and  mannfacturers,  the 
ioarersion  of  fossil  coal  into  a  pigment,  the  cask 
or  preserving  fermented  liquors  on  tap  in  sound 
Kiodition,  weaving  machinery  in  several  new 
orms,  the  manufactare  of  edge  tools,  from  rolled 
tteel,  various  improvements  to  save  foel,  the  va- 
iationsand  extensions  of  the  application  of  steam, 
he  manufacture  of  opium  from  the  common  red 
>oppy  and  from  the  lettuce,  the  increase  of  the 
pharmaceutic  preparations  to  the  number  of  sev- 
rnty,  the  division  of  labor  in 'the  cultivation  of 
he  cane,  activity  in  the  manufacture  of  the  cur* 
-ant  wine,  the  tanning  of  deer  skins,  activity  and 
ngenuity  in  the  substitutions  for  wool,  by  the 
aanufacturing  of*  thiclc  and  warm  cotton  ^oods, 
ind  by  cotton  warps  under  woollen  wools,  the 
nachine  for  manufacturing  dipped  candles,  the 
tctivity,  extension,  and  improvement,  of  the 
heep  breeding  and  farming ;  the  new  employ- 
nent  of  the  children  in  the  cities,  boroughs,  and 
rillages,  and  the  active  employment  of  the  fe- 
nales  in  general  in  manufactures,  the  extension 
ind  Hacilitation  of  communication  between  the 
producers  and  importers  and  the  manufacturing 
iitizens,  by  the  various  and  unprecedented  im- 
irovements  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  theex- 
ension  of  the  funds  of  the  manufacturers  by  many 
»f  the  banksj  which  are  solidly  and  rigidly  found- 
id,  constituted,  and  admioistered,  the  introduc- 
ion  of  new  exotic  raw  materials,  by  means  of 
iommerce,  and  of  laborers,  artisans,  and  manu- 
acturers,  and  processes  of  every  branch  from  va- 
*iou8  foreign  nations. 

Foreign  masters,  as  well  as  journeymen  and 
*oreiffn  capitalists,  have  discovered  that  tlte  Uni- 
;ed  States  afford  extensive  opportunities  to  em- 
ploy themselves  and  their  money  in  manufac- 
ures  and  the  useful  arts,  as  well  as  in  commerce, 
lavigation,  stocks,  banks,  and  insurance  compa- 
sies.  These  branches  are  as  open  to  them  here 
18  are  agriculture  and  the  purchase  of  lands  and 
louses  in  the  most  favorable  States,  or  as  they 
ire  to  a  native  or  naturalized  citizen.  Patented 
nonopolies,  processes,  machinerjr,  and  tools,  en- 
jrrossed,  for  a  time,  by  the  foreign  inventor  in  Eu- 
rope, may,  of  course,  be  used  here  by  all  persons, 
without  restraint  or  injury.  In  this  high  inven- 
live  and  learned  age  these  opportunities,  in  such 
I  country  as  the  United  States  often  redound  to 
the  great  benefit  of  respectable  foreigners,  as  well 
18  to  ourselves. 

It  has  been  attempted,  by  means  of  the  mar* 
shals'  returns,  by  a  resort  to  other  documents,  by 
mrefnl  recollections,  by  observation,  and  by  in- 
quiry, to  present  in  this  digest  such  a  statement 
of  pertinent  facts  as  appeared  suitable  to  com- 
pose a  body  of  convincing  evidence,  re8pectin|r 
the  reality,  the  situation,  the  nature,  the  magni- 
tude, the  variety,  the  benefits,  the  materials,  the 
means,  and  the  tendencies,  of  the  national  manu- 
factures. I  respectfully  submit  a  well  considered 
and  confident  opinion,  that  this  internal  branch 
of  trade  has  become,  and  will  continue  to  be, 


productive  of  the  most  solid  benefits  to  the  land- 
ed and  other  interests  of  the  country,  and  to  give 
very  considerable  extension  to  the  navigation, 
fisberies.  coasting  trade,  and  foreign  commerce 
of  the  United  States. 

It  was  believed  that  the  design  of  the  present 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  was  to  procure  facta 
on  which  they  could  rely,  and  in  the  best  form 
admitted  by  the  materials;  and  not  estimates, 
which  might  be  partial,  erroneous,  and,  from 
their  nature,  doubtful.  Estimates  in  innumera- 
ble details  would  diminish  the  force  the  returned 
facts  would  ppssess,  separately  presented.  When 
it  was  observed  that  a  single  county  in  Maskachn- 
setts  reported  89,600  common  sheep,  that  one 
other  returned  only  10,000,  another  l^QSS^  another 
1,600,  and  that  eight  others,  abounding  in  sheep, 
returned  none;  that  the  statement  from  New 
Jersey  was  still  more  imperfect^  and  that  twenty- 
one  States,  Districts,  and  Territories,  did  not  re- 
turn their  nocks;  that  there  were  but  eight  re- 
turns of  blacksmith's  work,  from  $3,998  to  f  1,572,« 
627 ;  that,  though  one  State  reported  nearly  two 
spinning  wheels  to  a  family,  there  were  fourteen 
omissions  to  return  such  wheels,  with  a  multi- 
tude of  similar  facts,  a  present  attempt  to  esti- 
mate in  complete  detail  appeared  likefy  to  wrap 
up  the  principles,  and  the  quantities,  values,  and 
other  facts,  which  the  returns  exhibit,  in  a  vol- 
ume of  matter  that  would  obscure  or  diminish 
their  proper  and  natural  impression,  and  give  rise 
to  inconvenient  objections  to  the  whole  docu- 
ment. I  am,  indeed,  of  opinion,  that  the  exten- 
sive local  knowledge,  and  very  diversified  infor- 
mation necessary  to  a  detailed  estimate,  which 
should  extend  to  various  cities,  towns,  villages, 
counties,  and  townships,  defective  in  their  re- 
turns, or  entirely  unreturoed,  cannot  be  claimed 
by  any  individual.  But,  since  it  has  been  the  de- 
sire of  the  Treasury  Department  that*  the  best 
estimate  that  can  be  made  should  be  attempted, 
I  have  very  oarefuUv  examined  and  compared 
all  those  thmgs  which  are  of  a  nature  to  afford  a 
sound  foundation  for  such  an  operation.  The 
defects  of  the  local  returns,  the  importation  and 
production  of  raw  materials,  food,  forage,  fossil 
coal,  and  wood  fuel,  and  the  possession  of  mill 
seats,  manufacturing  capitalists,  white  popula- 
tion, machinery,  and  native  and  foreign  manu- 
factures, have  been  duly  observed  and  considered, 
and  an  estimate  of  the  whole  value  of  the  manu- 
factOres  of  each  State,  Tei^tory,and  District,  fot 
the  year  of  the  returns,  has  been  so  accomplished 
as  to  satisfy  my  own  mind,  in  a  considerable 
degree,  as  to  its  total  amount,  and  to  occasion 
me  strongly  to  hope,  that  the  amounts  for  the 
States,  and  other  sections,  respectively,  are  not 
materially  erroneous. 

Considering  that  the  manufactures  actually  re- 
ported by  the  marshals  and  secretaries  of  Territd- 
ries  extremely  imjperfect,  as  man^  of  the  subor- 
dinate returns  really  are,  in  quantities,  valuations, 
and  even  in  notices  of  numerous  small  and  great 
known  manufactures,  amount  to  the  sum  df 
9127,694,602,  after  many  goods  have  been  de* 
ducted,  which  are  not  always  classed,  at  least  by 
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commercial  men,  UDder  the  head  of  manafac- 
tures,  I  have  ventured  respectfully  to  offer  an 
estimate  of  the  whole- manufactures  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  worth,  in  the  year  1810,  $172,762,- 
676.  The  facility  of  retaining  and  steadily  ex- 
tending this  Ttfiuable  branch  of  the  national 
industry  is  manifested  by  its  early  and  spontane- 
ous commencement  in  every  county  and  town- 
ship and  by  its  nearly  spontaneous  and  costless 
growth',  with  such  aids  only  as  hare  not  occa- 
sioned any  material  expense  or  sacrifice  to  agri- 
culture or  commerce,  since  they  were  chiefly  in- 
cidental to  necessary  revenue,  or  resulted  irom 
our  distance  from  the  foreign  consumers  of  our 
productions,  and  manufactures  of  our  supplies. 
The  comparative  importance  of  the  manufactur- 
ing branch  in  the  business  of  the  country,  will 
be  illustrated  by  the  reflections,  that  the  greatest 
value,  in  one  year,  of  the  exports  of  American 

Sroductions  and  manufactures,  has  been  $46,000,- 
00,  and  the  like  value  of  the  exports  of  foreign 
productions  and  manufactures  $60,000,000,  under 
very  extraordinary  and  transitory  circumstances, 
which  may  never  again  occur.  Foreign  and  do- 
mestic exports,  in  the  greatest  year,  having  thus 
amounted  to  $108,000,000,  a  net  profit  of  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  exports,  and  the  same  on  the  imports, 
being  $21,600,000 ;  a  net  freight  of  vessels,  worth 
$45,000,000,  estimated  at  ten  per  cent,  outwards, 
and  the  same  inwards,  being  $9,000^000 ;  and  the 
aggregate  of  these  great  national  items  of  mer- 
cantile trade  being  $137,000,000,  a  comparison  of 
the  manufacturing  and  commercial  branches  of 
the  national  trade  may  be  made  and  considered, 
and,  as  it  is  believed,  without  any  probability  oi 
material  or  dangerous  errors.  Some  confirma- 
tion of  this  view  of  our  national  operations;  mer- 
cantile and  manufacturing,  may  be  drawn  from 
the  facts,  that,  in  years  of  general  peace  and  of 
regular  and  prosperous  commerce,  from  1785  to 
1787,  the  average  exports  of  England  alone,  with 
about  8,500,000  inhabitants,  amounted  to  $70,- 
000,000;  while  their  manufactures  were  com- 
puted at  266,000,000  of  like  money.  By  means 
of  this  great  foreign  case,  as  slated  for  their  legis- 
lative use,  and  by  means  of  the  case  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  it  may  be  found  to  stand,  after  the 
proper  investigations,  it  is  probable  that  expedi- 
ent and  equitable  measures  may  be  occasionally 
or  systematically  devised. 

The  public  expenses,  incurred  to  promote,  ac- 
commodate, and  protect  commerce,  however  mod- 
erate, just,  and  necessary,  have  been  very  consid- 
erable compared  with  those  incurred  to  promote 
manufactures.  A  portion  of  the  navy,  the  bea- 
cons, buoys,  light-houses,  and  public  piers,  with  a 
part  of  the  diplomatic  and  consular  establishments, 
nave  occasioned  expenditures,  which,  however 
reasonable,  expedient,  and  equitable^  are  for  the 
proper  benefit  of  commerce.  Nothing,  equal  to 
this,  has  been  done  for  manufactures.  The  mere 
interest  of  the  agsregate  of  those  commercial  ex- 
penses, for  a  single  year,  would  produce,  it  is  be- 
lieved, new  and  important  lights,  guides,  and  aids, 
to  all  who  are  politically,  professionally,  or  inci- 
dentally interested  in  the  subject  of  manufactures. 


Such  being  the  truth  as  to  any  ptstezpoiiR^ 
occasioned  by  this  branch  of  the  iDteniiliiifr 
try,  it  is  conceived  to  be  a  duty  to  state  it, st 
relative  fact,  subject  to  extmiDStioD  aaj  e» 
sideration. 

This  suggestion  appears  the  more  iateratii^ 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  penoQivk,s 
this  time,  compose  the  entire  body  of  the  Abo 
can  manufacturers,  their  assistants  and  fanik 
with  a  just  addition  for  those  engaged  in  koi» 
hold  manufactures  and  upon  the  esuiesoftk 
planters  and  farmers,  constitute  theseeoodclM 
of  the  national  population,  in  respect  to  BUDlm 
They  are  native,, adopted,  and  foragn;  idoiB 
and  minors;  rich,  substantial,  tsd  poor;  Dib 
and  female.  Our  Federal  and  State  coostitatM 
and  laws  secure  to  them  the  right  to  paisoetiisr 
occupations,  and  to  obtain  comiortaDilpraiKnif, 
in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  eitizeoiiHii- 
habitants.  They  are  diffosed  through  ill  dte 
Stales,  Districts,  and  Territories;  aillheeiti^ 
towns,  and  villages,  and  all  the  couatiei,  mr 
ships,  and  hundreds.  They  are  fouad  in  ereiy 
vicinity,  and  even  in  most  of  the  private  Aoilia 
They  are  a  part  of  the  constitueDUofererrnea' 
ber  of  the  Territorial,  State,  and  Natiooal  L^ 
latures  and  Administrations,  and  are  of  emy 
church  known  amon^  us.  They  c«^<>|'| 
great  portion  of  the  militia,  coDtriboie  tolultf 
posu  and  ranks  of  the  army,  and  aiepvti  of  A 
necessary  organization  in  serenioiA&F^. 
arts  and  trades,  appear  in  numbenoiti«i«B^^ 
the  mercantile  vessels,  of  the  ptiilicmp^^ 
armed  ships,  and  of  the  worknea  theT  einy  to 
preserve  them  from  injury  or  de«w«w»,ojW' 
cident,  tempest,  or  battle.  Thejr  P^»^"  ,^ 
ploy  property,  real  and  4)ersonal,  to  t^*'!'^! 
amoui^,  and  greatly  contribute  to  thei»DlKi^ 
enues  of  the  States,  and  of  the  Ooioo, » "J 
form  of  direct  taxes,  and  duties  on  mp«8i» 
consumption. 

Opinions  have  been  advanced  in  sonecflir 

tries,  unfavorable  to  the  morals  of  t^'"?]": 
turers.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  tbeie  »^ 
vice  among  the  description  of  persons  m^ 
in  the  preceding  paragraph,  than  mwwfwj 
extensive  classes  of  our  population.  /''"^jLj 
smugglers,  by  violence  and  <>«cepUon,  i« 
most  immoral  description  of  persons  oi  w?J^ 
in  every  civilized  community.  Tneir  ni»j 
duct  is,  at  the  same  time,  most  'm^^^^Z 
country.  The  system  adopted  at  fw"^":; 
tory  of  Humphreysville,  in  Connecucot,  w i»^ 
spect  to  education,  manners,  <Jisc'Pline,  a 
and  religion,  is  an  interesting  eYidcnceu*^ 
people  of  the  United  Stales  may  Q^^^en  ^^ 
crease  the  virtues  of  the  rising  g«Jf'*TjU 
reform  the  degenerateof  later  years,  by  a  iw"^ 

and  politic  system  in  the  large  manufacto»*^ 
may  be  correctly  observed,  ^^^^^^.Zji^ 
motions  have  dishonored  the  rcputauoa  »•  ^ 
manufacturers  in  this  country,  from  tms » 
our  citizens  there  have  risen  Naihtnid  u^ 
Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Darid  R"^^  % 


spectfuUy  conceived  to  be  comparable,  J» 
disadvanuge  to  their  respectir e  mcmonw 


II 


APPENDIX. 


2642 


Vn»iUUd  AceaimU. 


r  manufacturing  brethren,  with  any  eaual 
Aber  of  ornaments  and  benefactors  to  their 
ntry,  of  any  other  single  profession  or  occa- 
on.  The  field  of  manufacturers,  represented, 
ther  parts  ot  the  world,  to  be  fruitful  in  mis- 
\{  and  turbul  ence,  has  produced  here  a  body 
irm  supporters  of  our  constitutions  and  laws, 
.  the  mosi  respectable  examples  of  the  civic 
ues. 

Vhen  it  is  considered  that  natural  history  un- 
Is  the  works  of  Divine  Providence  in  the  form- 
m  of  our  earth,  of  its  productions,  and  of  all 
animated  tenants;  that  chemistry  displays 
T  ralues,  their  relationsL  and  their  uses;  gene- 
philosophy  and  particular  geometry  annually 
shes  man  more  and  more  to  know  the  princi- 
I,  the  powers,  and  the  laws,  involved  in  the 
]Hendous  system  of  the  universal  frame ;  and 
sa  it  is  remembered  that  the  arts  and  manu- 
;are8  are  the  practical  application  of  this  ex- 
live  and  precious  body  of  human  science,  the 
Qch  of  the  national  industry  which  has  en- 
ed  the  attention  of  Congress  appears  to  be 
rthy  of  the  most  profound  investigation  and 
most  perfect  display. 

have  taken  the  liberty  of  detaining  this  sUte- 
it  to  the  last  day  permitted  by  your  instruc- 
I,  in  the  hope  that,  by  the  means  which  I  had 
pted,  I  should  obtain  additional  information 
n  several  of  the  States,  in  the  North  and  in 
South,  whose  returns  are  manifestly  and 
itly  defective.  But  none  have  been  received, 
lerefore  beg  leave  to  conclude,  with  the  re- 
rk  that  the  form  and  details  of  the  succeeding 
les  may  facilitate  the  measures  of  the  Govern- 
nt  of  tha  Union  and  of  the  States,  in  causing 
tr  officers  occasionally  to  report  further  infor- 
tion,  concerning  particular  branches,  and  re- 
eling manufactures  in  eeneral,  with  their  raw 
terials,  their  means,  and  their  instruments. 
Submitting  with  perfect  deference,  the  pre- 
ling  statement  in  all  its  details,  I  have  the 
lor  to  hty  sir,  your  respectful  servant^ 

ro  the  Secbetart  op  the  Tebasury. 

In  the  course  of  the  numerous  and  diversified 
orations,  occasioned  by  the  deliberate  execu- 
II  of  this  digest  and  statement,  constant  and 
y  close  attention  has  been  applied  to  those 
ts  which  have  occurred  throughout  the  Union, 
ce  the  Autumn  of  the  year  1810,  from  which  a 
Igment  of  the  condition  of  the  manufactures  of 
»  United  States  could  be  safely  formed.  It  has 
(ulted  in  a  thorough  conviction  that,  after  allow- 
X  for  the  interruptions  to  the  importations  of 
rtain  raw  materials,  the  several  branches,  and 
I  Slates,  Territories,  and  Districts,  have  ad- 
nced,  upon  a  medium,  at  the  full  rate  of  twenty 
r  centum,  which  would  give  an  aggregate,  for 
is  year,  of  $207,315^11.  In  this  increase,  the 
ate  of  New  York  is  considered  to  hare  most 
■gely  paruken,  especially  by  means  of  her  joint 
>ck  companies.  But,  as  it  is  best  to  make  ample 
owances  for  some  repetitions  of  articles,  which 
e  inextricably  involved  in  the  subordinate  re- 


turds,  a  sincere  and  well  reflected  opinion  is 
respectfully  submitted,  that  the  whole  people  of 
the  United  States,  taken,  in  1813,  at  eight  millions 
of  persons,  will  actually  make,  within  this  year, 
manufactured  goods  (exclusively  of  the  doubtful) 
to  the  full  value  of  two  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars, or  forty-five  millions  of  pounds  sterling. 

Jl7NE  21, 1813. 

[Part  III  consists  of  a  series  of  tables  of  the 
several  branches  of  American  manufactures,  ex- 
hibiting them  by  States.Territories,  and  Districts, 
so  far  as  they  are  returned  in  the  reports  of  the 
Marshals,  and  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Territo- 
ries, and  their  respective  assistants, in  the  Autumn 
of  the  year  1810;  together  with  similar  returns 
of  certain  doubtful  goods,  productions  of  the  soil, 
and  agricultural  stock,  as  far  as  they  have  been 
received.— These  tables  are  entirely  too  volumin- 
ous for  publication  in  this  work. — Editors.} 


UN8ETTLSD  ACCOUNTS. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  31, 1814.] 
War  Department,  Jan.  28, 1814. 

Sir  :  Conformable  to  a  resolution  of  the  hon- 
orable the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  30th 
of  July  last,  requiring  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
lay  before  the  House  a  view  of  the  unsettled  ac- 
counts in  the  offices  of  the  Accountapt  of  this  De> 
partment,  and  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  and 
to  suggest  measures  to 'Secure  the  accountability 
of  public  acents,  and  to  prevent  the  accumulation 
of  unsettled  accounts  connected  with  the  War  De> 
partment,  I  have  to  report,  that  a  satisfactory  view 
of  the  unsettled  accounts  in  either  of  these  offices 
has  not  been,  and  (agreeably  to  the  enclosed  state- 
ments of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  and  of  the 
Accountant)  cannot  be,  rendered  by  them,  with- 
in any  definite  period  of  time. 

The  better  to  secure  the  accountability  of  pub- 
lic agents,  and  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of 
unsettled  accounts,  I  have  the  honor  to  **  sug- 
gest"-— 

1st.  That  an  office  be  established,  in  which  all 
accounts,  whether  in  specie  or  in  kind,  connected 
with  the  Military  and  Indian  Departments,  shall 
be  adjusted,  audited,  and  settled,  conformably  to 
rules  and  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the 
Treasury  Department  >  and 

2d.  That,  to  render  efficient  the  pay  department 
of  the  Army,  which  is  now  but  adapted  to  a  small 
and  peace  establishment,  and  to  secure  the  regu- 
lar and  punctual  payment  of  the  troops,  a  new 
organization  be  adopted,  to  consist  of  a  raymaster 
General  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,  with 
such  deputy,  district,  and  assistant  paymasters,  aa 
the  exigencies  of  the  seryice  may  require,  neither 
of  whom  shall  belong  to  the  line  of  the  Army. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  6bc, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

The  Spbakee  (^  the  House  ofJRepB. 
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A  Birr  Pat  Office, 
City  of  Woihington,  Jan,  18, 1814. 

Sir  :  In  the  estimate  which  I  had  the  honor  of 
submittiDg  to  voQ  for  the  compensation  of  clerks 
hi  this  office,  for  the  year  1814, 1  confined  myself 
to  the  amount  appropriated  for  the  year  1813,  un- 
der the  impression  that  any  increase  which  the 
public  service  might  call  for  would  be  more  prop- 
erly brought  to  your  view  in  the  report  which  I 
was  then  about  preparing.  I  have  since  thought, 
however,  that  it  might  as  well  be  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  separate  communication. 

For  the  due  examination  and  adjustment  of 
the  heavy  and  voluminous  i^ccounts  of  the  seve- 
ral sub-paymasters  of  the  army  and  militia,  and 
of  numerous  recruiting  officers,  which  are  already 
rendered,  and  daily  coming  in,  together  with  the 
current  business  of  the  office,  I  consider  it  my 
duty  to  suggest  that  an  additional  appropriation 
of  at  leiBst  4,000  dollars,  for  compensation  of 
clerks  in  the  year  1814,  appears  to  be  highly  ne- 
cessary. 

I  would  also  beg  leave  to  'UgS^st  the  propriety 
of  an  approqjMrtstfon  of  $lM7i2  for  contingen- 
cies of  the  office,  (1,000  of  which  on  account  of 
the  year  1814,)  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for 
books,  scatioiiery,  printing,  fuel,  and  other  neces- 
sary expenses,  inclddiog  a  debt  already  contracted 
for  those  articles,  for  the  use  of  the  office,  for  the 
last  six  months  of  the  year  1813,  of  $547  22. 

The  books,  stationery,  and  printing,  have  here- 
tofore (until  the  1st  of  July,  1813)  ^en  paid  for 
o«t  of  the  geneml  contingent  fund  of  tne  War 
Department;  but,  if  an  appropriation  be  specific- 
ally made  for  those  objects,  as  herein  suggested, 
it  will  relieve  the  contingent  fund  of  the  War 
I>6partment  from  them,  relieve  the  officers  of 
that  Department  from  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts^ and  remove  the  difficulties  which  at  pres- 
ent exist  respecting  the  construction  of  the  laws 
on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ROBERT  BRENT, 
Paymawter  of  the  Army. 

Hon.  J.  Armstbonq,  Sec^ry  of  War. 


north,  or  south,  but  carries  with  it  RmittantD 
the  above-mentioned  officers.   Scarcely  iii 
arrives  from  any  of  the  foar  points  of  i^eeoBpi 
but  comes  loaded  with  their  tccoaDtsnidroii 
ers.    Not  a  day  passes  over  bat  someof  thcBHi 
examined  and  settled  at  this  office;  heieeilri 
appear  perfectly  impossible  to  gire  tDfiKiijlih 
the  true  state  of  open  unsettled  aecoQDts,Mi 
must  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  state  these  eiie»' 
stances  to  the  honorable  ChtinBanortiKG» 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  who  iDtrodoeed  ik 
resolution. 

The  letter  which  I  had  tbeboDorofid()re&ii( 
to  you  on  the  18th  instant,  iscalcolitedforda 
part  of  the  resolution  which  relates  to  warn 
tending  to  prevent  the  fotore  aceoDQiiltoDtf 
unsettled  accounts  in  this  pflSce. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  dc 

ROBERT  BRENT, 
Paymatterifikin^ 

Hon.  J.  Arhbtrono,  Se&ryofWar, 


Abmt  Pat  OmcE, 
City  of  Washington.  Jan.  24, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  for  some  time  endeavorith^;  to 
make  up  a  report  conformably  to  the  views  ofthe 
honorable  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  ex- 
pressed in  their  resolution  of  the  30th  of  July, 
1813,  and  of  your  letter  to  me  of  the  4th  of  Au- 
gust last,  but  find  it  totally  impracticable  to  make 
one  bv  any  means  satisfactory  to  myself,  or  which 
woula  convey  correctljr  the  mformation  which  it 
would  seem  the  resolution  contemplated ;  and  for 
the  following  reasons : 

The  debits  and  credits  of  the  several  sub-pay- 
masters, recruiting  officers,  and  others,  who  re- 
ceive public  moneys  from  this  office,  are  con- 
stantly fluctuating;  so  also  are  the  immense 
masses  of  accounts  which  are  daily  transmitted 
to  it«    Scarcely  a  mail  leaves  the  city,  east,  west, 


DbparticsntofWaIi 
Aceountaneg  C^Mi\M 

Sir:  I  duly  received  your  letter  of  th«ttrf 
August  last,  wherein  you  require  to  be  fansW, 
by  the  Ist  of  November  following.  titfci"sttif 
ment  of  the  unsettled  accounts  in  !biioftce,ihor 
ing  as  well  the  amount  of  moneys  vkl  mk 
been  advanced  by  the  GoTcrnmeDt,u^tf«""« 
when  advanced  or  paid,  as  theainwa^J'""**^ 
ers  rendered  by  the  individualsefciirMw."^ 
which  have  occasioned  the  deltyo(««yn"* 
accounu  of  the  several  agents  lai  nWw 
who  have  received  money  from  thl  ipp»p» 
tions  made  for  the  War  DepartoeDt,  newt » 
time  when  their  agencies  or  contrtcteapW)* 
well  as  the  balances  and  amount  of  eaei^B^ 
maining  unsettled."  Since  which  ny  ttwj" 
has  been  devoted  to  the  accomplishoeBts  « 
objects  required  ;  but  such  has  been  the|«B» 
crease  of  the  business  of  the  office,  thtti  ""^ 
hitherto  found  it  impracticable  to  fcrnuj^ 
statements;  they  are  in  a  state  of  prope^ 
and  may  possibly  be  completed  daring  iKP 
ent  session  of  Congress.  .     j 

In  order  to  place  you  in  P^s*^'®"^.? ,?;  lU 
the  leading  causes  of  this  delay,  i  wiH  »»  * 
liberty  to  bring  to  your  ricw  the  coaise  iw^ 
business  lakes  in  its  progress  ihrouglit!u»»^ 

It  will  be  recollected  that  aU  ii»y?»2! 
propriated  for,  and  expended  in,  the  wtryjj 
ment,  are  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  by  wjj; 
drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  comW; 
ed  by  the  Accountant,  the  amount  ol  wwj 
ing  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  S^f  •% 
has  exceeded  nineteen  milUons  of  dolli»^^ 
warrants  are  all  recorded  in  this  officfciw^ 


rate  accounts  kept  of  each  specific  WQ 
out  of  which  they  are  drawn,  of  ▼•"^trJJ. 
statements  are  furnished  to  Congress.  J  ^ 
ranu  thus  drawn,  are  either  foridnnceso^ 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  ot  for  WmJ^-J 
tained  on  settlcmenu  made  by  tbeAcco 
For  the  advances,  the  persons  receinag  ^ 
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terged  and  held  wiBoaiiitliMe  od  the  books  of  this 
ifflee^«iul  tiMieitleineatsareiMide  in  coofomity 
o  lawvod^itaUished  restthitioDs,  or  by  attChorHy 
ffoan  the  Stctfetary  of  War.  All  ttoe  transiic* 
imoB  ar<  entered  oa  the  bodes  of  the  office,  and 
[oarter  yearly  staiemenis  of  them  are  made  ont, 
md  the  accounts  accompanying  them  transmitted 
o  the  Treasury  for  examination  and  rcTision. 

In  the  prosecution  of  these  duties  it  will  readily 
>ccur  to  yon,  sir,  that,  where  the  expenditures  of 
;he  Department  exceed  so  far  in  amount  those  of 
irdlnary  years,  the  business  of  accounts  must  ne- 
cessarily increase  in  a  correspondent  degree,  e?en 
f  the  system  according  to  which  the  business  is 
ransacted;  were  as  wen  calculated  for  the  one  as 
he  oiher.  This  I  cannot  avoid  stating  is  not  the 
case ;  and  with  the  view  of  showing  wherein  the 
lifference  is  most  prominent,  I  will  take  the  lib- 
rtty  oi  stating  that  part  of  the  biMiaest  in  relation 
o  advaaoes  and  the  manner  they  are  now  ac- 
counted for. 

Ist.  As  it  regards  the  Quartermaster  General's 
tejDiartment. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  by  the  acts  of  Con- 
fess establishing  a  Cluartermaster  General's  de- 
)artaient,^the  Cluartermaster  General  is  expressly 
atonerated  fVom  any  responsibility  for  his  depu- 
te^*; the  cotfseqnence  is,  that  advances  ate  made 
o  the  duartermaster  Generals,  which  they  dis- 
Yibate  to  the  several  officers  of  their  departments ; 
Jlese  again  advance  moneys  to  others,  and  con- 
leqaently,  when  one  personal  account  is  adjusted, 
it  gives  rise  to  a  number  of  others,  and  in  this 
manner  the  duties  of  this  office,  in  relation  to  that 
lepartment  are  increased  to  a  degree  more  readily 
imagined  than  described. 

2d.  As  it  regards  the  reeroittog  service. 

Officers  commanding  tecruiting  districts  are 
farnished  with  money  in  advance,  with  which 
they  are  charged.  These  are  branched  out  to 
officers  of  every  grade  in  the  army,  with  each  of 
irhom  separate  accounts  are  opened  and  settle- 
nents  are  required  to  be  made  at  this  office,  and 
the  same  remark  applies  to  this  branch  of  the  bu- 
siness, as  it  regards  the  number  of  personal  set- 
tlements, as  that  made  in  relation  to  accounts  of 
the  Cluartermaster's  department. 

3d.  As  it  regards  the  Pay  department. 

The  course  pursued  is,  for  the  Paymaster  of  the 
Army  to  receive  advances  for  the  pay,  subsist- 
snce,  and  forage,  of  the  army,  and  for  bounties 
ind  premiums,  with  which  he  is  charged  on  the 
books  of  this  office.  His  payments  consist  prin- 
cipally in  advances  to  paymasters  of  districts,  and 
to  officers  for  recruiting.  The  district  paymasters 
BMlTance  money  to  the  regimental  paymasters,  and 
others,  for  the  pay,  <fcc.,  of  the  army,  and  by  this 
process,  when  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  exhib- 
its his  accounts  for  adjustment^  their  settlement 
pensions  the  opening  of  a  multitude  of  accounts, 
ill  of  which  are  to  be  ultimately  settled  in  this 
office. 

4th.  Commissary  General's  department. 

Advances  are  made  from  this  omce  to  the  Oom- 
niasary  Gkneral  of  Purchases,  and  to  every  dep- 


uty eomaoiiwBry  in  service;  separate  accounts 
from  each  are  received  and  adjusted  at  this  office, 
to  a  very  great  extent ;  for,  independent  of  the 
number  of  accounts  which  the  advances  are  cal- 
culated to  produce,  the  system  directed  by  tbeaet 
of  the  3d  March,  1800,  by  which  every  person  has 
a  distinct  account  opened  under  each  specific  ap- 
propriation out  of  which  the  moneys  are  advanced 
to  him,  the  nnmber  of  accounts  which  an  agent 
of  purchases,  for  instance,  has  open,  amoants  to 
ten  or  twelve,  for  each  of  which  he  renders  (^aar- 
ter  yearly  acconnts  and  vouchers,  which  are  to 
be  settled  and  entered  on  the  books  of  this  office. 

When  it  is  recoUeeted  that  all  these  transac- 
tions are  to  be  placed  on  record  on  the  books  of 
this  office,  that  the  accounts  are  all  to  be  settled, 
the  balances  ascertained  and  paid,  without  any 
other  examination  than  that  which  they  receive 
at  this  office,  I  flatter  myself  that  it  will  be  found 
that  all  has  been  done  which  it  was  practicable 
to  do  with  the  force  employed  in  the  office,  and 
under  the  circumstances  above-mentioned,  and 
that  cavses,  not  within  my  control,  have  prevent- 
ed my  complying  with  the  eonteotsof  yoar  letier 
within  the  time  required. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  mentioned  s(Mne  of  the  promi- 
nent features  of  the  system,  according  to  Which 
a  part  of  the  duties  of  this  office  are  performed, 
and  seme  of  the  difficulties  incident  to  that  sys- 
tem. I  could  proceed  to  state  the  increased  labor 
and  time  necessary  to  the  adjustment  of  the  great 
accumulation  of  personal  accounts,  the  very  great 
and  increasiug  correspondence  of  the  office  con- 
sequent to  that  accumulation ;  but  it  will  doubt- 
less occur  to  you,  sir,  that,  from  what  has  been 
stated,  some  alteration  has  become  indispensably 
necessary  to  the  regular  and  punctual  perform- 
ance of  the  public  busiaess  of  this  office ;  and  the 
subject  is  accordingly  respectfully  sabmiUed  to 
you  as  the  head  of  the  War  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  dbe. 

WILLIAM  SIMMONS. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Secret/  of  War. 


SINKING  PUND. 

[Commnnicated  to  the  Senate,  Febmary  7, 1814.] 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  re- 
port to  Congress  as  follows: 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  author- 
ized by  the  Board,  snb8e4}uent  to  their  last  report, 
of  the  6th  of  February,  1813,  so  far  as  the  same 
have  been  completed,  are  folly  detailed  in  the 
report  of  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
this  Board,  dated  the  fourth  day  of  the  present 
month,  and  in  tha  statemente  therein  rel^rred  to, 
which  are  herewith  transmitted,  and  prayed  to 
be  received  as  patt  of  this  report. 

E.  GERRY, 
JAS.  MONROE, 
W.  JONES, 

^     .     .  Acting  aec?ry  Treamnry. 

WABHntcPToii,  Feb.  5, 1614. 
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TrEABURT  DSPARTIf  BNT, 

February  4, 1814. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Tretsury  respectfally 
reports  to  the  CommiKsioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund- 
That  the  balance  of  monejs  advanced  on  acoonnt 
of  the  pablic  debt,  remaining  unexpended  at  the  dose 
of  the  jear  1811,  and  applicable  to  paymenta  falling 
due  after  that  year,  which  balance,  aa  appean  by  the 
statement  B,  annexed  to  the  last  annual  report,  amount- 
ed to        $603,613  86 

Together  with  sums  disburMd  from 
&e  Treasury  during  the  year  1813, 
on  account  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  the  public  debt,  which  sums, 
as  appears  by  the  statement  C,  an- 
nexea  to  the  last  annual  report, 
amounted  to  -  -  -  - 
Together  with  a  further  sum  arising 

from  profit  in  exchange  on  remit-  • 

tances  from  America  to  Europe, 
during  the  year  1818,  amounting, 
as  appears  by  the  statement  D,  an- 
nexed to  the  last  annual  report  to  -  91,683  88 
And  with  a  further  sum,  being  the  dif- 
ference between  the  principal  of 
stock  purchased  during  the  year 
1812,  and  the  money  paid  for  the 
same,  of 8,103  81 

And  amounting,  together,  to    -        -   $6,071,707  78 


4,474,668  10 


Having  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  man- 
ner, viz : 

L  There  was  repaid  into  the  Treasury,  during  the 
year  1812,  on  account  of  the  principal  of  moneys 
heretofore  advanced  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt,  as  appears  by  the  statement  E,  annexed  to  the 


last  annual  report,  the  sum  of 
n.  The  sums  actually  applied  during 
the  same  year  to  the  payment  t)f  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounts  ren- 
dered to  the  Treasury  Department, 
amopnted,  as  will  appear  by  the  an- 
nexed statement  A,  to  four  millions 
seven  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars 
thirty-nine  cents,  viz : 
1.  Paid  in  reimbursement  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  public 
debt 
'3.  Paid  on  account 
of  the  interest  and 
charges  on  the 
same    .        -        - 


$34,037  30 


-    $3,269,681  83 


3,461,373  67 


m.  The  balance  remaining  unexpend- 
ed, at  the  close  of  the  year  1813, 
and  applicable  to  payments  falling 
due  after  that  year,  as  ascertained 
by  accounts  rendered  to  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  amounted,  as  will 
appear  by  the  annexed  statement 
tf,  to 


4,710,064  80 


836,836  04 
$6,071,707  78 


That,  during  the  year  1818,  the  foOowioc 
ments  were  made  o«t  of  the  Trenrarj,  on 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  ris: 

L  On  account  of  the  interest  and  reimbucsoMMtf 
the  domestic  funded  debt  -   $4,719^431(1 

XL  On  account  of  the  unfunded  regis- 
tered debt     9% 

m.  On  account  of  the  principal  and 
interest  of  temporary  loans,  Tiz : 

Payment  of  interest-      $127,067  10 

Reimbursement  of  the 
principal  -      1,360,000  00 

1,477,0C7  H 


IV.  On  account  of  principal  and  in- 
terest of  Treasury  notes 

y .  On  account  of  the  interest  on  Lou- 
isiana stock  and  converted  stock 
payable  in  Europe         ... 

# 

Amounting,  together,  as  will  appear 
by  the  annexed  list  of  warranty 


6,190,617  n 
4,S39,i9VM 


-$11,110,117  0 


marked  C,  to 


Which  diibuisements  were  made  ool  of  the 
ing  funds,  viz : 

I.  From  the  balance  of  the  appropriatioii  of  e^ftinl' 
lions  of  dollars  for  the  year  1813,  reaaainiiv  "*■'' 
pended   at  the  end  of  that  year,  whidi  bslsaei 
amounted,  as  stated  in  the  last  an- 
nual report,  to       -        -         -        .    $3^86<t1<y  U 

II.  From  the  funds  constituting  the 
annual  appropriation  of  eiglit  mS- 
lions  of  dollars  for  the  year  181^ 


From  the  ftind  arising  from  the  intce- 
Mt  on  the  debt  transforrad  to  the 
Oonunisnoners  of  the  Sinking  Fond, 
as,  per  statement  I  $1,938,107  OS 

From  the  fund  aris- 
ing from  the  sales 
of  public  lands,  be- 
ing the  amount  re- 
ceived into  the 
Treasury  fit>m  the 
1st  October,  1813, 
to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1813,  per 
statement  K  - 

From  the  proceeds  of 
duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  mer* 
chandise,  imported, 
and  on  the  tonnage 
of  vessels  4,704,966  44 


830,671  63 


Amounting,  together,  to    - 

Which  sum  of         -   $7,667,746  89 

Being  deducted  from 
the  annual  appro- 
priation of    -  8,000,000  00 

Leaves  an  unexpend- 
ed balance  to  be  ap- 
plied, in  addition  to 
the  appropriation 
for  that  year,  of    -        448,364  11 


7,667,ftf  * 
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from  repaymaots  into  tho  Tveas- 
r,  on  Aooount  of  moneya  berato- 
D  adTmBoed  for  the  paymani  of 
idenda  on  the  domaatic  funded 
it,  M  will  epjMMT  by  the  annexed 

Cement  E 

the  above-mentioned  diabnrM- 
tnta,  together  with  the  balance 
>?e  atatody  which  remained  unex- 
ided  at  the  cloee  of  the  year  1812, 


2,003  48 


ther  with  a  farther  anm  ariaing 
m  profit  on  remittancea  from 
lerica  to  Europe,  purchaaed  dnr- 
'  the  year  1813,  and  amounting, 
appeara  by  the  annexed  state- 

DtD,  to 

irith  a  further  aum,  being  the  dif- 
nee  between  the  principal  of 
dc  purchaaed  during  the  year 
.3,  and  the  money  paid  for  the 
le,  amounting,  aa  appeara  by  the 
lexed  atatement  L,  to 


336,826  04 


ig,  together 


•  $11,646,297  87 


11  be  accounted  lor  in  the  next  annual  report,  in 
rmity  with  the  accounta  which  ahall  then  have 
rendered  to  the  Treaaury  Department. 
It,  in>  tho  mean  time,  the  manner  in  which  the 
am  haa  been  applied  ia  estimated  aa  foUowa : 

e  repaymenta  into  the  Treaaury  on  account  of 
principal  of  moneys  advanced  for  the  payment 
dividenda  on  the  domeatic  funded  debt,  have 
mnted,  during  the  year  1818,  aa  by  the  above- 


That  a^eeably  to  the  terms  of  the  contracts  by 
which  certain  temporary  loans  hid  been  obtained 
in  the  year  1812,  under  the  law  authorizing  the 
loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of 
dollars,  such  instalments  of  those  loans  as  fell  due 
in  the  year  1813,  were  duly  discharged  at  the 
times  when  they  respectively  became  payable. 
These  instalments  amounted  to  $1,350,000,  and 
are  shown  in  detail  in  the  annexed  statement, 
marked  M. 

That,  during  the  year  1813,  and  in  the  months 
of  January  and  February,  1814,  Treasury  notes 
amounting  to  (4,022,700,  became  payable,  and, 
together  with  tbe  interest  thereon,  were  paid  on 
moneys  advanced  for  their  payment  at  the  sev- 
eral days  on  which  they  fell  due.  The  annexed 
statement,  N,  shows  the  times  when,  and  the 
places  at  which,  these  notes  were  payable. 

And  that  the  annexed  statements^  marked  H, 
exhibits  the  amount  of  stock  transferred  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  and  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  trust  for  said 
States,  and  standing  on  the  books  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  their  credit,  on  the  Slst  December,  1813. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  JONES, 
Acting  Sec^y  TVeaswy, 

[The  tabular  atatements  are  omitted.] 


98,462  06 


1,902  34 


itioned  atatement  £,  to 
le  auma  actually  applied,  during 
year  1813,  to  the  principal  and 
Teat  of  the  public  debt,  are  ee* 
fcted  aa  folio  wa : 
id  in  reimburse- 
it  of  the  prinei- 
of  the  public 
t     .        .        . 


$2,002  43 


id  on  account  of 
rest  and  chargea 
the  public  debt 


^,177,660  24 


3,610,064  67 


II  appear  by  the  annexed  eatt- 
aP  .        -        .        -        - 

be  balance  whieh  remained  un- 
snded  aft  the  doee  of  the  year 
9,  and  applicable  to  paymenta 
ng  due  after  that  year,  ia  eati- 
ed,  per  annexed  eatimate  G,  at 


10,667,604  91 


866,690  68 
$11,646,297  87 


at,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the 
nissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  of  the  6(h 
ly^  1812,  a  copy  of  which  was  annexed  to 
ut  annual  report,  purchases  of  Louisiana 
and  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1812  were  con- 
1  in  the  year  1813,  and  $147,200  of  tbe 
r,  and  $267,000  of  the  latter,  were  purchased 
412,407  66,  tbe  particulars  of  which  pur- 
I  are  exhibited  in  the  annexed  statement, 
MiL. 


FOREIGN  GOLD  COINS— EXPORTATION  OF 

SPECIE. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  April  12,  1814.] 

Baltimore,  March  4,  Id  14. 

Sia:  From  the  numerous  calls  for  specie  lately 
made  on  the  banks  of  this  State,  and  to  the  South- 
ward, and  which  there  is  reason  to  apprehend 
will  be  repeated,  great  inconvenience  must  aoon 
result,  unless  some  measures  are  adopted  to  avert 
the  difficulty  of  meeting  tbose  demands.  The 
banks  of  this  city  have  been,  and  still  are,  labor- 
ing under  considerable  inconvenience,  from  the 
circumstance  of  foreign  gold  coins  not  being  a 
legal  tender.  They  received  those  coins  to  a  large 
amount,  under  an  act  Hjf  Congress  which  was 
suffered  to  expire,  and  are  now  unable  to  use 
them,  notwithstanding  the  pressing  demands  upon 
them.  A  law  giving  some  rate  of  currency  to 
specie  of  this  description,  seems  indispensably  ne- 
cessary, and  would  contribute  materially  to  their 
relief. 

Since  the  State  of  Maryland  has  been  wholly 
deprived  of  commerce,  the  banks  in  tbe  city  of 
Baltimore  have  been  graduiilly  getting  in  debt  to 
the  Eastern  cities,  and  payments  are  now  re- 
quired in  specie,  to  an  amount  that  will  greatly 
exhaust  their  treasure }  in  the  event  of  p«ace,  the 
further  demand  for  exportation  will,  it  is  appre- 
hended, materially  increase  their  embarrassments. 
In  the  latter  point  of  view,  the  subject  is  peculi- 
arly interesting  to  the  banks  of  New  York,  Phil« 
adelphia,  and  Baltimore,  inasmuch  as  they  have 
subscribed  largely  to  the  late  loans  to  the  United 
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States.    Nearly  one-third  of  the  banking  capital 
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of  Baltimore  has  been  thus  iorettedf  and  if,  on 
the  retttrn  of  peace,  specie  should  be  permitt^  to 
be  exported,  the  necessary  consequence  will  be, 
that  the  increased  demand  upon  the  banks  will 
compel  them  to  throw  this  stock  iikto  the  market 
at  a  very  reduced  ?alue,  much  to  their  own  injury, 
as  well  as  to  the  injury  of  the  nation.  And  it 
may  not  be  entirely  unworthy  of  consideration, 
how  far  the  prospect  of  exporting  specie,  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  may  retard,  or  the  pronibition 
to  export  may  facilitate,  such  loans  as  the  Gov- 
ernment may  hereafter  wish  to  make. 

Under  these  impressions,  therefore,  we  take  the 
liberty  respectfully  to  suggest  to  vou  the  propriety 
of  recommending  to  Congress,  during  the  present 
session,  to  provide  by  law  for  giving  a  rate  of 
currency  to  foreign  gold  coins,  and  to  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  specie  for  twelve  months  after 
peace  shall  be  prockimed. 
In  the  hope  that,  if  these  measures  shall  meet 
our  approbation,  you  will  submit  them  to  the 
^resident,  or  give  them  such  other  course  aaiaay 
in  your  opinion  best  promote  the  objects  we  have 
in  vieWi  we  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  very 
high  respect  and  consideration,  your  very  ol^- 
dient  servant?} 

W.  COOKE, 
Prendent  of  the  Bank  qf  MarylOineU 

WM.  WILSON, 
PrenOent  cf  the  Bank  of  BdUimore. 
HENRY  PAYSON, 
President  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Maryland. 

JAMBS  MOSHER. 
Preeideni  Mechanical  Bank  of  Baltimore. 

HBZ.  WATERS, 
Premdent  of  Marine  Bank  of  Baltimore. 

JOSEPH  H.  NICHOLSON, 
Pret^t  Commercial  and  Farmen?  Bank. 
PHIL.  MOORE, 
Preeident  ofFnxnJdin  Bank  of  Baltimore. 

WM.  GELAHAM^ 
President  Farmers^  and  Merchante^  Bank. 

JOHN  DONNELL, 
Preridmt  rfthe  Cttjr  Bank  ofBalHmore. 
IIqb,  G«o.  W.  Campbsll, 

Seepetary  of  the  IVeaomy. 


BSYI8BD  STATEIf BNT  OF  PUBUO  DEBT. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  April  H,  1814.] 
Tbbasurt  DspABTif  bnt,  April  12, 1814. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  tmosmit,  heiewith,  a 
revised  statement  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States, 
aeeomiMinied  by  an  exiikuiatory  letter  oo  the  sob- 


ject,  from  the  Register  of  the  Tff9i»«rf  ibfvliifc 
it  appears  that,  in  the  statement  of  the  fiiie 
debt  on  the  1st  Jaaaary,  1813^  aaacssd  ta  4e 
printed  account  of  the  receipts  aad 
for  the  year  1812,  the  amoaot  of  alodk 
under  the  act  authorizing  a  loan  for  the 
of  that  year,  was,  by  mistake,  stataci  at  dem 
millions  of  dollars,  instead  of  eight  mtUMwihiitf- 
four  thousand  seven  hundred  doUan^  the  ml 
amount  of  six  per  ceht  stock  issued  by  vinnetf 
the  act  before  recited. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  reiy  respectfully,  sl 
your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  CAMPBSbL 

Honorable  Speaker 
Cfftke  Houee  of  BepresenUUiveo- 


TrEASORT  DEFARTXaiCT, 

Eegioter'e  Office^  Jpnir.mL 

Sir  :  I  have  the  hoaor  to  traaaiait  a  meei 
stateoaentof  the  <*debt  of  the  UaiaedL  8m»  « 
the  1st  January,  1813,"  as  a  sabstitute  for  tk 
stateaient  theveof,  forming  a  part  af  thaappnft 
to  the  printed  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  a- 
(lendittties  for  the  year  1812»pee»entedai>w4iy» 
8inoe,Md  traasmilted  to  tha-fiowe  of. 
atives  of  the  United  Siaiae^ 

The  item  in  whiah  the  eaiBlalifli 
extenstoa  of  tbe  svm  of  alevea  auUiaaaaf  i 
as  eoastituted  si^k  andee  tbeaat  §tm  bimvwinm 
to  that  amount  in  the  year  IB^  and  wkM  kmd 
heea  caieulated  to  the  laU  anoaar;  mhomm  tbe 
whole  amotttit  of  the  oMNieya  WDMvedaaiartbe 
aothority  of  that  act  was  only  -  ^U^fiih^lQC' 
But  as  $2,150,000  tfaevelbre  bad  ben 

borrowed  of  certain  banks,  on  con* 

tract,  reimbursable  in  the  Teais 

1813  and  1814.  this  amount  mms 

a  deduction  or    -       -       .       -     f^SftW 

Leaving  the  true  amount  of  six  per 
cent,  stock  of  the  year  1812,  Qt    -     >8fl3MM 


A  sufficient  mmber  of  copies  of 
statement  has  been  strufik  olt  not  onlyftr 
present  occasion,  hut  also  to  be  booad  up 
the  appeadix  to  be  rendered  with  a  similar 
ment  for  the  emwiiMr  y«^  ^  ^bfa 
maintaintnf  theeorrectaesaof  ihaea 
hibitions  of  the  pabUo  debL 

I  have  the  hoaar  to  be,  sir,  yaar 
servaat, 

JOSEPH  NOURSR, 

Hon.  G.  W.  Campbell 

Secretary  of  the  Treamay. 


tk 


JUfrised  StaUmeiU  of  the  Debt  of  the  VmUd  States,  on  the  Irf  of  January,  1813. 

DomMtic  D«U,  ezdttsiTe  of  the  floou  pagted  to  the  ciedit  of  the  Smking  Fond: 

^  per  eeat.  stock <|17^6,4«6  90 

nuree  per  cent  etock 16,167,972  59 

[)e^NTed  stock 9,676,634  68 

i«iiieieii«  SIX  per  cent,  fltock 11,070,700  00 

iix  per  cent,  stock,  loan  of  1796 80,000  00 

S^rabfUiged  six  per  stock  of  1818         -        .        .        ^       .      V46,120  68 

^  ^  .  67,136,913  75 

MK  per  cent,  stock,  constituted  by  en  met  passed  the  14th  of 

Msrch,  181S,  entitled  <*An  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  money 

not  exceeding  elcTen  millions  of  dollars,"  and  lor  which 

scrip  certificates.weie  ieaued    ...  •$8,084,700  00 
deduct,  purchased  by  the  Commissionen  of 

tho  Sinking  Fund 57,000  00 

7,977,700  00 


^mm^m^ 


Nominal  amount  of  debf  on  the  1st  of  January,  1813 t66,ll4,613  75 

ladiiet  reimbursement  of  the  six  per  cent  and  deferred  stocks  to  the  dlst 

December,  1818 $19,909,973  19 

>Vom  this,  deduct  reimbursement  paid  on  stock  subsequently  transferred  to 
the  Sinking  Fund,  to  the  Ist  Janua^,  1810     -        •        .        ^lfif,74S  OS 
knd  the  dijfierence  between  the  nominal  amount  of  six  per 
cent  and  deferred  stocks  exchanged,  and  the  amount  of 
exchanged  stock  issuod  in  lieu  thereof,  being  reimbur«f» 
ment  previously  paid  on  said  stocks         -       .        .        .     6,664,887  48 

, 5,698^5  60 

14,216,996  69 

Unredeemed  amount  on  the  let  January,  1813 (a)  60,897,617  06 

Nominal  amount  of  the  debt  as  ahore  Stated 66,114  613  75 

ttnking  Fund.    The  following  sums  are  in  the  Treasury  books,  passofLto  the  credit  of  the       '      ' 

Commissbnera  of  the  (inking  Fund,  to  the  81st  December,  1818. 
foreign  Debt  vii:  Fire  per  cent  stodc       ....    $8»900,000  00 


Four  and  one  half  per  cent  stock 
Four  per  cent,  stock 

)omesticDebt,Tiz:  Six  per  cont  stock 

Three  .per  cent  stock     - 
Deferred  six  per  cent  stock    - 
Ei^l  per  cent  stock     - 
Bxehanged  six  per  cent  stock 
Converted  six  per  coat  stock 
Fopr  and  a  half  per  o«it  steak 
Five  .and  a  hulf  P«r*  cent  #tock 
Na^  six  per  cent  stock        "- 
Louisiana  six  per  cent  stock 
Six  per  cent  stock  of  1818     • 


880,000  00 
8,180,000  00 

•i8;hni,ooo  00 


1,946,086  98 

698,666  41 

1,006,179  83 

6^488,600  00 

6,894,061  18 

1,859,850  70 

176,000  00 

1,848,900  00 

711,700  00 

179,300  00 

67,000  00 


81,859,068  98 

• 33,469,063  98 


(6)  98,678,677  78 


a)  Unredeemed  amount,  1st  Januaiy,  1818 46,180,160  48 

Add  six  per  cent  stock  of  1818 8,084,700  00 

From  whidi»  deduct  amount  purchased  by  SinUBg  Fund        ...         57,000  00 


7,977,700  00 
Add  three  per  cent  slock  issued  eince 8865 


Dedactreimbunementofsix  per  cent  and  defnnd  stocks       .       ,       .  1,446,047  31 

Ditto  of  ooiiveited  stock 665^18  41 

Louisiana  stock  purchased 179,300  00 

Deferred           do                9,660  80 


7,977^788  6& 
63,097,938  98 


8,800,316  98 


Unredeemed  amount  January  1, 1613,   .       .       ., 60,897,617  06 
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(6)  ToU]  nominal  amonnt  of  debt,  incladtng  SiakiBg  Fnd,  Ut  of  Jmnnaiy,  18U,       -      -  ftS^s 

Add  fix  por  cent- of  1812 8.034,700  00 

Add  three  per  cent,  etock  ieened  linee 


8t» 


Deduct  difference  between  eix  per oentasd  deinrod Hiwfci  tie hmged  enditockkreedmlitB  Vm\ 

Ae  above -.-.   S^l^n 

•  The  total  amonnt  of  moneys  received  into  the  lYeMvy,  vis:  *,*.»*.  -ii*  ^ 

In  the  year  181S "^'?SJ22 

I.they.arl8l3 ^^  ^  i^^, 

Fieai  which  dednct  the  amonnt  of  temporary  loana  reimhaned  in  1813  afd  1814     -     •   t^\ 
Amount  efiii  per  cent,  itock  of  the  year  1812 ^^' 


PATENT  lUGHT  OF  OLIVBR  BVAN8. 

[OeMmunkaled  to  the  HeuMb  January  6, 1814.] 
Mr*  lN«Kt90LU  from  the  eommittee  to  whom 
«ua  nhnt^  the  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  Maryland,  oa  the  subject  of  the  patent  granted 
10  Oiivor  Kraus^  for  bw  improTemenU  in  ma- 
•ktaery  employed  in  the  manufocture  of  flour, 
made  the  f^lovinc  report:  .      ^      • 

TM^t  tlie  memorialists  eomplaiu  that,  by  Tir- 
l«e  of  the  aet  paw^  oa  the  81^  January,  1808, 
eaiUM  *^Aa  aet  iW  the  relief  of  Oiieer  Beans," 
ll^e  «aH|  Oliver  Kraas  eUims  the  heiwfit  of  cer- 
tain improvemeaia  in  the  machinery  employed  in 
thv  UMkttulaotUfe  of  Hour,  of  which  he  »  not  the 
wi^iaal  iaveator;  that  he  exacts  large  and  un- 
vea^oaable  sums  for  the  use  of  those  improre- 
m«aU}  and  that  those  are  compelled  to  pay,  who 
kave  established  their  improTements  before  the 
passing  of  the  said  act. 

Your  committee  conceive  it  not  only  repugnant 
to  the  principles  of  a  GovernmeDt  organized  like 
ours,  to  permit  a  question  of  a  character  such  as 
the  first  objection  presents,  to  be  litigated  before 
the  Legislature;  but  it  is  impossible  that  a  fair 
decision  can  be  made,  when  it  is  indispensable,  in 
order  to  render.impartial  justice,  that  the  parties 
should  be  permitted  to  go  into  evidence  respecting 
the  facts  in  controversy.  A  court  of  justice  is  the 
proper  tribunal  where  such  questions  ought  to  be 
tried^and  yrour  committee  are  informed  that  this 
▼cry  question  has  already  been  settled  in  that 
way,  by  the  circuit  court  of  (he  United  States  for 
the  Maryland  district,  favorable  to  the  pretensions 
of  the  said  Evans. 

The  second  pubject  of  complaint  seems  to  your 
committee  equally  an  improper  subject  for  the 
interference  of  the  Legislature.  The  patentee,  by 
Jaw,  has  an  exclusive  privilege  to  use  his  inven- 
tion as  he  pleases.  No  person  has  a  right  to  com- 
plain if  the  proprietor  of  an  invention  demands  a 
sum  deemed  eiorbitanc,  more  than  if  such  a  de- 
mand had  been  made  for  any  other  species  of 
property ;  it  must  rest  with  the  purchaser  whether 
his  interest  will  permit  him  to  yield  to  it. 
*rhe  third  ground  of  complaint  is  equally  un- 


tenable in  the  opinion  ofyoarcoooiOKlk 
Legislature  had  the  power  (asd  itwaiiii 
case  they  have  exercised  it)  to  subject tteiii 
should  use  t  he  improvemeoismeotioietf,afiA 
to  the  claim  of  the  mid  Oliver  Ems.  Tkt 
ent  original  ly  granted  to  bin  hid  preriosif ■ 
declared  void  by  a  jndieiai  deeiiioi.  The  a 
therefore,  stood  as  if  no  exclBiiferi|ity« 
been  granted,  and  it  is  eerttinlf  ooiKcetffi 
prove  that  a.  person  who  oscs  a  DcviapnaB^ 
before  a  patent  is  greeted,  is  subjecitoiieiftt 
tions  which  follow  the  mot  !««■■« 
therefore,  smbmit  the  foltowisgwija"-^ 
B«$olved,  That  the  prayer  fiika^ 
ought  not  t(»  be  granted. 

To  the  Senate  ami  Bum  of        ,^ 

ffijiniiLiirstfise  if  nr  Vmids^' 

Your  meaaorialisti  hombly  beg  If^^f. 
sent,  that  yoor  hoMraUe  bodf,ostke2U^ 
January,  1886,  passed  aa  set  ssthonBDf »» 
retary  of  Slaite,  on  appliestioD,  lo  wnpj 
Oliver  Evana;,  to  cause  letters  !"»"» »*|J 
out  in  the  manner  aad  form  V^^lmLi 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  Pf<^^^?^]T^ 
useful  arts,  and  to  repeal  the  set  bereoiw^ 
for  that  purpose  j"  thereby  gnniiBfi* 
Oliver  Evans,  his  heirs,  execsioMpw^ 
and  assigns,  for  a  term  act  ««ediag  "Jj 

years,  the  full  and  «cl«"^ '^^.^ ^Viiili 
making,  constructing,  using,  «Vl«rl«i^ 
used,  his  invention,  discovery, wd lop^^ 
in  the  art  of  tnanufactoring  ««' «*  "J^ 
in  the  several  machines  wlucli  he  w  "T 
ed,  invented,  improved,  ^^^.fr^J^^ 
pose.  That  letters  patent  did  •^jLi^ 
which  are  now  in  Sill  ov^i^jJ^J^; 

means  of  them,  the  pai«n«««  ^^"*^JAt^li 
grievous  oppression  ovevih^tiv^'^^^ 
States,  and  more  especially  of^.r^^^ 
immediately  engaged  in  the  otonf«<^"V  ^ 
Yoor  memorialists,  in  '^^Vf^%^^i^^ 
be  the  last  to  remonstraieag«ifl*«»«»;^^ 
Legislature  of  their  cooniry  ^'f  Xl^^^^ 
confer  upon  any  individnal  j  ^[^^'r^,^, 
do,  that  your  hoDorable  body, when  foB<fl-^| 
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etss  the  act  of  January,  1808,  in  favor  of  Mr* 
fis,  were  deceived  by  artful  reprebentations  of 
it;  and  knowlog,  also,  that  Mr.  Evans  has 
1  bia  patent  for  purposes  in  which  it  could 
it  have  been  intended  to  give  him  aid,  your 
lorialists  feel  confidently  assured  that  Con- 
8  will  not  hesitate  to  reconsider  the  ground 
leir  former  grant,  and  to  do  impartial  justice 
'een  Mr.  Evans  and  the  rest  of  his  fellow- 


ens. 


our  memorialists  have  understood,  and  they 

no  doubt  of  the  fact,  that,  when  Congress 

rtook  to  renew  Mr.  Evans's  monopoly,  they 

industriously  made  to  believe  that  he  was  the 

itor  of  all  the  machines  for  which  he  solicited 

)btained  his  patent.    In  this  your  honorable 

were  grosslj^  deceived.    Many  of  your  me- 

dists  have  just  witnessed  the  progress  of 

il  trials  that  took  place  at  the  last  term  of 

ircuit  court  of  the  United  States  at  Balti- 

in  actions  instituted  by  Mr.  Evans  for  in- 

^roentson  his  patent  rights.    Although  the 

of  these  trials  were  such  as  must  give 

.  to  every  man  who  has  dared  to  think  of  op- 

I  this  exorbitant  monopolist,  yet  did  they 
most  incontrovertiblv,  by  the  investigations 
ich  they  led,  that  Mr.  Evans  was  not  the 
ai  inventor  of  any  one  of  his  pretended  ma- 
I.  Your  memorialists  entreat  the  patience 
ir  honorable  body,  while  they  briefly  detail 
stimonj  relating  to  this  question,  such  as  it 
red  before  the  circuit  court,  and  such  as  it 
j^ain  be  exhibited,  whenever  your  honorable 
nay  think  proper  to  require  it. 

i  machines  which  form  the  subject  of  Mr. 
'tf  patent  are  the  conveyer,  the  elevator,  the 
rboy,  and  the  drill.  For  greater  perspicuity, 
U  state  the  testimony,  as  applied  to  each 
oe,  in  successive  order. 
The  conveyer.  It  was  proved  that  Jona- 
SUicott,  of  Baltimore  county,  was  the  first 
or  of  this  machine.    He  had  erected  it  in 

II  some  time  before  the  year  1786,  and  ap- 
t  to  all  its  present  uses.    He  showed  it  to 

Bvaos,  who  was  highly  pleased  with  its 
loD.  He  said  it  was  all  that  was  necessary 
iplete  his  machinery ;  that  he  had  long 
t  to  have  such  a  machine,  but  could  not  de- 
e ;  and,  finally,  in  consideration  that  Jona- 
iiicott  would  permit  him  to  attach  it  to  his 
If  and  hopperboy,  Oliver  Evans  gave  him 
itaal  license  to  use  these  last, 
he  elevator.    This  machine  has  been  in- 

nearly  a  century  and  a  half.    There  are 
a   hundred  years  old,  that  exhibit  it,  (ap- 

0  hydraulic  purposes,)  the  same  in  princi- 
riDy  dimensions,  and  materials,  with  the 
r   now  claimed   by  Oliver  Evans  as  his 

1  invention. 

The  hopperboy.  A  machine  upon  the  same 
le  iBvith  Oliver  Evans's  alleged  hopperboy, 
[  by  the  same  power,  acting  in  th^  same 
r  upon  the  meal,  and  producing  the  same 
lit  hough  not  as  beneficially,  was  invented 
•  Marshall,  of  Delaware,  and  set  to  work  in 
J,  before  the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's  sup- 
Hh  Con.  2d  Sess.— 84 


posed  discovery.  Mr.  Evans  lived  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  this  invention. 

4tb.  The  drill.  The  invention  of  this  machine 
did  not  come  in  question  before  the  circuit  court; 
but  it  is  susceptible  of  undeniable  proof,  that  Jona* 
than  EUicott,  before  referred  to,  was  the  inventor 
of  it,  as  well  as  of  the  conveyer. 

Thus  it  appears  that  Mr.  Evans's  merit,  as  an 
inventor,  in  no  respect  corresponds  with  tne  art- 
ful and  imposing  representations  by  which  your 
honorable  body  were  induced  to  grant  him  your 
protection  for  a  second  term  of  fourteen  yeara. 
So  far  from  having  invented  all  these  machines, 
he  was  not  the  original  Inventor  of  any  one  of 
them.  Your  memorialists,  therefore^  might  here 
rest  their  petition ;  but  they  think  it  proper  to 
notice  the  other  grounds  of  Mr.  Evans's  preten- 
sions. These  are,  first,  that  he  has  invented  use- 
ful improvements  in  the  structure  of  the  several 
machines  secured  by  his  patent;  and,  secondly, 
that  he  was  the  first  who  applied  to  their  new 
use  in  mills  those  machines. 

The  conveyer  and  hopperboy  are  the  only  ma* 
chines  in  which  Mr.  Evans  will  now  attempt  to 
show  that  he  has  made  any  improvement;  in  the 
elevator  and  drill  be  has  not  made  even  an  al- 
teration. First,  then,  of  the  conveyer:  The  trans- 
verse flights  form  the  alteration  which  he  claims 
to  have  made  in  this  machine.  Even  if  Mr. 
Eyans  was  the  inventor  of  this  alteration,  its 
utility  in  the  manufacture  of  flour  is  extremely 
questionable.  Several  most  intelligent  millers, 
who  were  examined  upon  this  subject  in  the  trials 
at  Baltimore,  were  so  much  at  a  loss  to  discover 
the  beneficial  efiect  of  this  alteration,  that  they 
preferred  the  spiral  conveyer.  The  great  utility 
of  this  alteration  is  rendered  still  more  q^uestion- 
able  by  the  fact,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  mil- 
lers, even  those  who  have  paid  Oliver  Evans  for 
the  license  of  hb  patented  machines,  do  not  make 
use  of  the  transverse  flights.  But  your  memo- 
rialists are  convinced  that  Mr.  Evans  was  not 
the  author  of  this  alteration.  They  will  be  able 
to  show  your  honorable  body  that  this  improve- 
ment, like  most  of  the  improvements  which  Mr. 
Evans  claims,  was  discovered  by  other  persons, 
from  whom  he  adopted  it. 

Secondly.  Of  the  hopperboy.  Mr.  Evans,  as 
has  been  before  stated,  was  not  the  original  in- 
ventor of  this  machine.  Your  memorialists  ad- 
mit that  he  was  the  first  who  added  the  ropes 
leading  the  horizontal  arms  around^  and  that  this 
addition  facilitates  the  operation  of  the  machine. 
But,  surely,  it  will  not  be  contended  that  upon 
this  alteration  Congress  bottomed  their  grant. 
This  improvement  mav  have  been  sufficient  to 
entitle  Mr.  Evans,  under  the  general  law,  to  a 

fatent  for  the  improvement,  but  for  nothing  else. 
t  could  not  have  entitled  him  to  a  patent  for 
other  machines,  which  he  neither  invented  nor 
improved;  much  less  can  it  entitle  him  to  an 
extension  of  his  exclusive  privilege  beyond  the 
usual  term. 

Your  memorialists  come  now  to  the  last  ground 
of  Mr.  Evans's  pretensions,  'Uhat  he  has  the 
merit  of  having  first  applied  these  machines  to 
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their  present  ase  ia  mills.''  This  s^rcmod  was 
much  narrowed  by  the  trials  before  referred  to 
in  the  circait  court  at  Baltimore.  It  was  there 
shown  that  the  conveyer,  the  hopperboy,  and  the 
drill)  were  applied  by  their  orij^inal  inventors  to 
all  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  now  used. 
The  elevator  is  the  only  machine  about  which 
there  can  be  the  least  doubt;  and,  to  the  minds 
of  your  memorialists^  there  are  conclusive  reasons 
for  believing;  that  Oliver  Evans  was  not  the  per- 
son who  first  discovered  the  application  of  this 
machine  to  its  present  office — the  raising  wheat 
and  flour.  Oliver  Evans  first  exhibited  his  ele- 
vator, and  first  informed  the  world  that  he  had 
invented  one,  in  the  year  1787.  Twelve  or  eiffht- 
«en  months  before  this  time  James  Strode,  ofthe 
State  of  Delaware,  had  erected  a  perfect  elevator 
in  his  mill. 

Mr.  Strode,  in  the  circuit  court  at  Baltimore, 
related  the  history  of  his  invention.  Standiogin 
his  mill,  contemplating  the  machinery  that  he 
then  had  in  it,  he  obwrved  that,  as  the  leather 
•trap  turning  the  fan  performed  its  revolutions, 
the  buckle,  by  which  it  was  fastened,  would  catch 
up  a  few  grains  of  wheat  below,  carry  them  up 
with  it,  and  emptv  them  out  at  the  top.  The 
thought  immediately  occurred  to  him,  that  a  ma- 
chine revolving  like  this  strap,  with  buckets  upon 
itj  would  completely  perform  the  office  of  raising 
'his  wheat  and  flour.  He  constructed  it  accord- 
ingly, and  found  it  perfect.  This  machine  is  what 
is  now  called  ^Evans's  elevator."  Your  memo^ 
rialists  admit,  that  a  brother  of  Oliver  E^ans  de- 
clared in  the  circuit  court  at  Baltimore,  that 
Oliver  Evans  had  several  years  before  this  period 
invented  precisely  the  same  machine;  and  that, 
although  he  did  not  show  it  to  the  world  by  usin^ 
it  in  his  mill,  yet  he  had  it.  and  the  model  of  it 
was  locked  up  in  a  chest,  and  continued  so  locked 
up  for  several  years.  When  lhi»  testimony  comes 
before  your  honorable  body  it  wilJ,  no  doubt,  re- 
ceive whatever  credit,  under  all  its  circumstances, 
it  may  be  entitled  to.  But  your  memorialists 
hope  they  will  be  pardoned  for  believing  that 
there  was  some  mistake  in  the  matter. 

Tour  memorialists  have  thuscandidlv  detailed 
the  testimony  relating  to  Mr.  Evans's  patent. 
They  feel  assured  that  your  honorable  body  will 
discover  in  it  abundant  cause  to  take  this  subject 
again  into  consideration.  Your  memorialists, 
however,  will  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  other 
motives  of  greater  weight. 

When  Congress  consented  to  renew  Mr.  Evans's 
exclusive  privileges,  in  1808,  they  could  not  have 
intended  to  give  their  law  an  e:rpo^jf%icfo  opera- 
tion ;  yet  such  has  been  the  construction  which 
our  circuit  courts  have  felt  themselves  constrained 
to  give  to  the  act  of  January,  1808.  In  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  Philadelphia  it  has  been  decided, 
by  Judees  Washington  and  Peters,  that  even 
those  who  erected  their  machinery  in  the  interval 
between  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Evans's  first  patent 
in  1804,  and  its  renewal  in  1808,  cannot  continue 
to  use  them  without  a  license  under  the  second 
patent.  The  hardship  of  this  construction  is  ex- 
treme.   The  United  States  abound  with  mills,  in 


which  the  machinery  was  erected 
terval  when  no  law  existed  to  prohibit  ii; 
no  man  was  aware  of  any  right  still  reaiaiaai 
in  Mr.  Evans ;  and  when  the  pablie  tbooghtthcf 
were  enjoyina  a  property  for  which  thej  Iwl 
already  paid  the  price.    JBat,  since  this  constne- 
tion,  persons,  who  erected  their  machinery  aada 
those  circumstances,  must  either  pall  it  dowi,« 
subject  themselves  to  actions  for  treble  daaiaga, 
or  they  must  consent  to  pay  ^whatever  priectke 
patentee  may  choose  to  demand  for  a  license.  A> 
It  regards  his  charges,  your  memorialists  honli^ 
state,  that  the  act  of  renewal  has  imposed  noliat 
tation  on  Mr.  Evans,  an  omission  of  wbiefc  he 
is  availing  him^lf  most  oppressively.    Doriif 
his  first  patent,  while  he  was  looking  forwujie 
his  intended  ap|4ication  fora  rene^v^Bir.Efiai 
observed  a  very  becoming  moderation  ia  kk  de- 
mands; thirty-three  dollars  was  originallj  tJ^ 
price  of  his  license  to  use  his'^machineryiatpfrfi- 
cation  to  one  water-wheel;  hat^  as  soon  istk 
act  of  1808  had  put  the  community  in  his  peve, 
he  began  to  advance,  from  exaction  to  exaeiifl, 
until  he  now  demands  about  twenty  tiraei  ik 
amount  of  his  former  charge,  and  threatens  dW 
he  will  rise  still  higher.    Krom  one  of  yoirrae- 
mortal ists  Mr.  Evans  has  demanded  ihirtf-di 
hundred  dollars  for  his  license.     This  fact,  whik 
it  shows  how  oppressively  this  patent  bears  apoi 
individuals,  will  enable  ^oar  honorable  body  ta 
form  some   estimate  of  the   enormav  proSts 
which  the  patentee  will  derive  fiom  a  ^eaeial 
use  of  his  machinery   throoghooc  tht  united 
States. 

Your  memorialists  will  not  consent  to  believe 
that  Congress  intended  to  let  Mr.  Evans  low 
upon  the  community  with  so  grtevoos,  so  ia- 
potic  a  power;  they,  therefore,  piay  that  ym 
honorable  body  will  again  take  this  subject  inn 
consideration ;  that  yoq  may  examine  thegiaaadi 
upon  which  Mr.  Evans's  patent  issoed.  mi  4* 
whatever  in  your  wisdom  you  may  think  ft 
And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray,  tic 
WILLIAM  COLE,  imdctktn. 

Baltimore,  January  1, 1813. 


C0MMI88I0N8  GRANTED  IN  THE   BECfl^ 
OF  THE  SENATE. 

[Communicated  to  the  8«nate»  Maich  M,  ISlij 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  StaXee: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  S«» 
tary  of  State,  complying  with  their  resolaoia  sf 
the  26th  insunt. 

JAMES  MADISOK. 

March  28, 1814. 


Dbparthbitt  op  Statil 

March  28, 1814 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  the  resolatioo  of^ 

Senate,  of  the  26th  instant,  I  have  the  boav* 

transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  the  ewnmm^ 

heretofore  granted  by  the  President  of  the  Qhk^ 
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68,  ia  the  reecss  of  the  Senate,  to  William 
I.  as  judge  of  the  Maryland  district;  to  Wii* 
Nelson,  as  attorney  of  the  Virginia  district ; 
»hn  Ruiledse,  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
es,  and  to  Albert  Qallatin,  John  Q,uincy  Ad< 
^  and  James  A.  Bayard,  as  Envoys  Eztraor- 
try  and  Ministers  rlenipotentiary,  to  nego- 
i  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &^, 

JAMES  MONROE, 
he  Prbsidamt  of  the  U.  S, 


SOB  Washivotoit,  President  of  the  United  States 
f  Ameriee^  to  aU  who  ehail  eee  these  presents, 
rtetiftgr 

'hereas,  the  office  of  judge  of  the  district  coort 
Dd  for  Maryland  district  is  at  present  yacant, 
RT  ye,  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confi- 
ne in  the  wisdom,  uprightness,  and  learning  of 
I.  Paca,  of  Maryland,  I  do  appoint  him  judge 
le  said  district  court,  and  do  authorise  and  em- 
er  him  to  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  that 
e,  according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
mid  United  States,  and  to  have  and  to  hold 
aaid  cAee,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges, 
emoluments  to  the  eHrne  of  right  appertain- 
nnto  him,  the  said  William  Paca,  during  his 

I  behaviour,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
of  the  Senate  of  theU.  States,  and  no  longer. 

\  tesliHionv  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  let- 

I I  ters  to  he  made  patent  and  the  seal  of  the 
'•'   United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed, 
iven  under  my  hand  the  22d  day  of  Decem- 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1789. 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

• 

R»m  WxsnnoTQJK^JPresideniofthe  United  States 
f  Jmerieoj  to  ail  who  shaU  see  these  presents, 
reeling  I 

f'hereas,  the  office  of  Attorney  of  the  United 
les  ia  and  for  Virginia  district,  is  at  present 
int,  know  ye,  that,  reposing  special  trust  and 
idenee  in  the  integritjr,  ability,  and  learning 
ITm.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  I  do  appoint  him  At- 
ey  of  the  said  United  States  in  and  for  the  said 
pnia  district,  and  do  authorize  and  empower 
to  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  that  office 
trding  to  law,  and  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
e,  together  with  all  the  powers,  privileges,  and 
Inments  thereto  of  right  appertaining,  unto 
,  the  said  William  Ndson,  during  the  pleas- 
oi  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the 
>  being,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  session 
le  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  no  longer. 
I  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  let- 
I  n  ters  to  be  made  patent,  and  the  seal  of  the 
*•'  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed, 
tven  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  New  York, 
28tfa  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our 
i  1789.  GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

sax  WAsanroTOH,  President  of  the  United  States 
f  America,  to  ail  who  shall  see  these  presents, 
greeting  T 

Whereas,  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Su- 


preme Court  of  the  United  States  is  at  present 
vaoaot,  know  ye,  that,  reposing  special  trust  and 
confidence  in  the  wisdom,  uprightness,  and  learn- 
ing of  John  Rutledge,  of  South  Carolina,  I  do 
appoint  him  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  and  do  authorize  and  em- 
power him  to  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  that 
office,  according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  said  United  States,  and  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  said  office,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges,  and 
emoluments  to  the  same  of  riebt  appertaining, 
unto  him,  the  said  John  Rutledge,  during  his 
good  behaviour,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  ne 
longer. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  let- 
r  •.  ters  to  be  made  patent,  and  the  seal  of  the 
L^'  ^*J    United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  the  first  dav  of  July,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1795,  and  of  the  independ- 
ence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  19th. 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

By  the  President : 

Edmund  Randolph. 

Javxb  Madisoit,  P^-efufen^  of  the  United  States  ef 
America,  to  oil  whom  these  presents  shall  concern, 
greeting.' 

Know  ye,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  confirming 
between  the  United  States  and  His  Britannic 
Majesty  perfect  harmonv  and  a  good  correspond- 
ence, and  of  removing  all  grounds  of  dissatisfac- 
tion, and  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in 
the  integrity,  prudence,  and  abilities  of  Albert 
Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  John  Q^ulncy  Adams,  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  ail  the  Russias,  and 
James  A.  Bayard,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
I  have  appointed  them  jointly  and  severally  En- 
voys Extraordinary  and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States,  with  full  and  ail  manner  of 
power  and  authority,  for  and  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  to  meet  at  St.  Petersburg,  in  Rus- 
sia, and  confer  with  a  Minister  or  Ministers  of 
His  said  Britannic  Majesty,  being  furnished  with 
the  like  power  and  authority,  and  with  him  or 
them  to  agree,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate  of 
and  concerning  the  general  commefce  between 
the  United  Stated  and  Great  Britain,  and  its  do* 
minions  or  dependencies,  and  of  all  matten  and 
subjects  connected  therewith  which  may  be  in* 
teresting  to  the  two  nations,  and  to  conclude  and 
sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  convention  or  conven- 
tions, touching  the  premises;  transmitting  the 
same  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
his  ratification,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof.^  have  caused  the  seal  of 
[l.  8.]    the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, on  the  17th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1813,  and  m 
the  independence  of  the  united  States  the  37th» 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President: 

Jambs  Monroe,  Qec^ry  of  State. 
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Jaxm  MAsifoir,  Pruideni  of  the  United  Statet  cf 
AmerieOf  to  ali  whom  theee  preeente  ehali  eontem^ 
greeting.' 

Koow  ye,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  confirmiog 
and  improviog  the  amicable  and  beneficial  rela- 
tions between  the  United  States  and  His  Impe- 
rial Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  and 
reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  in- 
tegrity, prudence,  and  ability  of  John  Ctuincy 
Adams,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of 
His  said  Imperial  Majesty,  of  Albert  Qallatin, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  James  A.  Bayard,  a  Senator  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  I  hare  appointed  them  jointly  and 
sererally  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America 
10  the  Court  of  His  said  Imperial  Majesty,  with 
full  and  all  manner  of  power  and  authority,  for 
and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  to  meet  and 
confer  with  a  Minister  or  Ministers  of  His  said 
Imperial  Majesty,  being  furnished  with  the  like 
power  and  authority,  and  with  him  or  them  to 
agree,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate  of  and  concern- 
ing tne  general  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  Russia,  and  of  all  matters  and  subjects 
connected  therewith  which  may  be  interesting 
to  the  two  nations ;  and  to  conclude  and  sign 
a  treaty  or  treaties^  convention  or  conventions, 
touching  the  premises ;  transmitting  the  same  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his  ratifi- 
cation, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Id  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
[l.  8.]    the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  Citv  of  Washing- 
ton, on  the  22d  day  of  April,  in  the  vear  of  our 
Lord  1813,  and  of  the  independence  ot  the  United 
States  the  37th. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President: 

James  Monboe,  Se€^ry  of  Slate. 


Jamms  Masisov,  Preeideni  of  the  United  Statet  of 
Amerteot  to  all  whom  these  preeente  ehall  eoneem, 
greeting: 

Whereas,  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  Russias,  as  the  common  friend  of  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  has  offered  his 
mediation,  with  a  view  to  the  restoration  of 
peace  and  the  establishment  of  perfect  harmony 
between  them ;  and  the  invitation  having  been 
accepted,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  con- 
templation of  a  like  acceptance  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain :  iSToir,  be  it  known,  that,  reposing  espe- 
cial trust  and  confidence  in  the  interrity,  prudence, 
and  abilities  of  Albert  (Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  John  Ctuincy 
Adams,  their  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the 
Court  of  His  Imperial  Majesty,  and  James  A. 
Bayard,  Senator  of  the  United  States,  I  have  ap- 
pointed them  jointly  and  severally  Envoys  Ex- 
traordinary and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  to  repair  to  St.  Petersburg,  in 
Russia,  with  authority  to  meet,  under  the  said 


mediation,  a  Minister  or  Ministers,  hafsftte 
authority  from  the  Governmeot  of  Great Bntaii; 
and  with  him  or  them  to  negotiate  and  coadrie 
a  settlement  of  the  subsistioff  differences, tidt 
lasting  peace  and  friendship  between  theUaifei 
States  and  that  Power ;  tmnsmitting  the  tioif 
or  convention  so  to  be  coneladed  for  the  iitifi» 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes,lif  Hi 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  SenaieoTik 
United  States. 

In  testimonjr  whereof,  I  hare  caused  the  seilrf 
[l.  8.]  the  United  States  to  be  hereoato  aiSsBi 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  City  of  Wasitiif 
ton,  the  17th  day  of  April,  A.  D^  1813,  asd  i 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  37ih. 

JAMB8  BiAOISOfV. 

By  the  President : 

James  Monbob,  See^ry  cf  State. 


MINISTERS  AND  CONSULS  APPOUfTEDD 
THE  RECESS  OF  THE  SENATE. 

[Commttnicsted  to  the  Sesiste,  Apiil  9, 18H  j 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Steiite  .- 

1  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  repofft  of  theScere 
tary  of  State  complying  with  their  resolali(n(tf 
the  2d  instant. 

JAMBS  MKD&W^ 

Afbil  9, 1814. 


Depabtmbht  of  Statk, 

ApnL  8, 1814. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  the  resolation of tk 
Senate,  of  the  2d  instant,  I  have  the  hoaor  s 
transmit  lists  of  the  Ministers  and  Coasobof^ 
United  States  who  have  been  appotnie^.  siMt 
the  adoption  of  the  ConstitotioD,  by  the  iupeet 
ive  Presidents  of  the  United  Sialesi  in  theitM 
of  the  Senate ;  distinguish ina:  the  caaes  ianUcl 
the  respective  appointments  had  doC  becsbrfai 
filled  from  those  which  had  been  pfevioodf  ii 
ed ;  and  specifying,  by  the  dates  of  Che  lettoiaE 
recall,  when  the  latter  became  vacant,  iathe 
of  Ministers. 

Although,  strictly  construed,  the  resoloM 
not  appear  to  carry  the  research  back  to  a 
anterior  to  the  commencement  of  the 
(Government,  yet  the  Journals  of  the  old 
have  been  carefully  examined,  and  notice 
of  appointments  made  under  the  Confi 
of  Mmisters  and  Consuls  to  Grovemmem 
places,  to  which  appointmenu  were  afi 
made  under  the  present  Governnaettt. 

To  these  lists  are  added  copies  of  the 
sions  granted  to  Albert  Gallatin,  Joha 
Adams^  and  James  A.  Bayard,  to  negotiate 
sign  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Great  "^ 
and  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  Rossia. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be.< 
your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONBOI 

The  Presidemt  qf  the  U.  S. 
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AuntHolum  omd  Prayer. 


HUMILIATION  AND  PRAYER. 


mg  «  dotf .  peealiarly  incttmbent  ia  ft  time 
public  ca/amicr  and  war,  hamblf  and  de- 
itly  to  ackoowledge  oar  dependence  upon 
mighty  Qod,  and  to  implore  His  aid  and 
>tectioa;  therefore, 

wdved,  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Reprt- 
Hvee  ^the  VnUed  Statee  of  America  in  tkmr 
r  aeeeiMedj  That  a  joint  eommittee  of  both 
les  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
»,  and  request  that  he  recommend  a  day  of 
ie  Bwmhaiien  and  Prayer,  to  be  obserred 
le  people  of  the  United  States  with  religioas 
inity,  and  the  offering  of  ferrent  snpplica- 
to  AimightT  God  for  the  safety  and  welfare 
es6  States,  His  blessing  on  their  arms,  and 
peedy  restoration  of  peace. 

H.  CLAY, 
Speaker  ofHauee  of  RepreeentaHvee* 
B.  GBRRY, 
Vice  Preeident,  and  PreeiderU  of  Senate, 

ASBiifaTOif ,  July  16, 1813. 


present  happiness,  and  so  dear  to  his  future  hopes. 
That  with  those  expressions  of  devout  thankful- 
ness, be  joined  supplications  to  the  same  Almighty 
Power,  that  He  would  look  down  with  compaa- 
sion  on  our  infirmities;  that  He  would  pardon 
our  manifold  transgressions,  and  awaken  and 
strengthen  us  in  all  the  wholesome  purposes  of 
repentance  and  amendment;  that,  in  this  season 
of  trial  and  calamity.  He  would  preside  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  over  our  public  councils,  and  in- 
spire all  citizens  with  a  love  of  their  country,  and 
with  those  fniternal  affections  and  thai  mutual 
confidence,  which  have  so  happy  a  tendency  to 
make  us  safe  at  home  and  respected  abroad ;  and 
that,  as  He  was  graciousljr  pleased,  heretofore,  to 
smile  on  our  struggles  against  the  attempts  of  the 
Gk>vernmettt  of  the  empire,  of  which  these  States 
then  made  a  part,  to  wrest  from  them  the  rights 
and  privileges  to  which  they  were  entitled  in 
common  with  every  other  part,  and  to  raise  them 
to  the  station  of  an  independent  and  sovereign 
people,  so  He  would  now  be  pleased,  in  like  man- 
ner, to  bestow  His  blessing  on  our  arms  in  resists 
ing  the  hostile  and  persevering  efforts  of  the  same 
Power  to  dq^rade  us  on  the  ocean,  the  common 
inheritance  of  all,  from  rights  and  immunities, 
belonging  and  essential  to  the  American  people, 
as  a  co-equal  member  of  the  great  community  of 
independent  nations ;  and  that,  inspirinff  our  ene- 
mies with  moderation,  with  justice,  and  with  that 
spirit  of  reasonable  accommodation,  which  our 
country  has  continued  to  manifest,  we  may  be 
enabled  to  beat  our  swords  into  ploughshares,  and 
to  enjoy  in  peace,  every  man,  the  fruits  of  his 
honest  industry,  and  the  rewards  of  his  lawful 
enterprise. 

If  the  public  homage  of  a  people  can  ever  be 

worthy  the  favorable  regard  or  the  Holy  and 

Omniscient  Being  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  it 

-  .      ,       .  . .  must  be  that  in  which  those  who  join  in  it  are 

ay  of  nations:    I  do,  therefore,  issue  this  my   g^yed  only  by  their  free  choice,  by  the  impulse 

imendwjr  to  all,  who  shall  be   of  their  hearts  and  the  dicUtes  of  their  consci- 


A    PROGLAMATIOll. 

hereas  the  Confess  of  the  United  States,  by 
nt  resolution  or  the  two  Houses,  have  siffai- 
i  request  that  a  day  may  be  recommended,  to 
nerved  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
religious  solemnity,  as  a  day  of  PvbHc  Bu' 
Hon  and  Prayer;  and  whereas,  ia  times  of 
e  calamity,  such  as  that  of  the  war,  brought 
a  United  States  by  the  injustice  of  a  foreign 
irnment,  it  is  especially  becoming  that  the 
8  of  all  should  be  touched  with  the  same, 
he  eyes  of  all  be  turned  to  that  Almighty 
sr,  in  whose  hands  are  the  welfare  and  the 


lamation,  recom 

ily  disposed  to  unite  their  hearts  and  voices 
laressing,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  their 
and  adorations  to  the  great  Parent  and  Sov- 
n  of  the  Universe  that  they  assemble,  on  the 
id  Thursday  of  September  next,  in  their  re- 
ive religious  conm^tions,  to  render  Him 
cs  for  the  many  blessings  He  has  bestowed 
le  people  of  the  United  States ;  that  He  has 
Bd  them  with  a  land  capable  of  yielding  all 
eeessaries  and  requisites  of  human  life,  with 
e  means  for  convenient  exchanges  with  for- 
countries;  that  He  has  blessed  the  labors 
oyed  in  its  cultivation  and  improvement; 
He  is  now  blessing  the  exertions  to  extend 
establish  the  arts  and  manufactures,  which 
lecure  within  ourselves  supplies  too  impor- 
to  remain  dependent  on  the  precarious  policy, 
ie  peaceable  dispositions  of  other  nations; 
particularly,  that  He  has  blessed  the  United 
m  with  a  political  Constitution,  founded  on 
rill  and  authority  of  the  whole  people,  and 
inteeiag  to  each  individual  the  security,  not 
of  his  person  and  his  property,  but  of  those 
d  rights  of  conscience,  so  essential  to  his 


ences ;  and  such  a  spectacle  must  be  interesting 
to  all  Christian  nations ;  as  proving  that  religion, 
that  gift  of  Heaven  for  the  good  of  man,  freea 
from  all  coercive  edicts,  from  that  unhallowed 
connexion  with  the  powers  of  this  world,  which 
corrupts  religion  into  an  instrument  or  an  usurper 
of  the  policy  of  the  State,  and.  making  no  appeal 
but  to  reason,  to  the  heart,  and  to  the  conscience, 
can  spread  its  benign  influence  everywhere,  and 
can  attract  to  the  Divine  Altar  those  free-will 
offerings  of  humible  supplication,  thanksgiving, 
and  praise,  which  alone  can  be  acceptable  to  Him 
whom  no  hypocrisy  can  deceive,  and  no  forced 
sacrifices  propitiate. 

Upon  these  principles,  and  with  these  views, 
the  good  people  of  the  United  States  are  invited, 
in  conformity  with  the  resolution  aforesaid,  to 
dedicate  the  day  above  named  to  the  religious 
solemnities  therein  recommended. 

Given  at  Washington,  this  twenty-third  day 
r  1  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou* 
I-      '-I  sand  eight  hunared  and  thirteen. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 


PUBLIC  ACTS  OF   CONGRESS; 


PA88SD  AT  TH£  FIRST  AND  SECOND  SESSIONS  OF  THE  THIKTEENTH  CONGRESS, 

BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  THE  CITY  OP  WASHINGTON, 
MAT  M  AND  DECEMBER  6,  1818. 


An  Act  conoeming  ctrtim  itraeU  in  Georgetown. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  ofRejh 
mentativee  of  the  United  States  of  Anurica,  in 
hngreae  OMemhUd^  Thftt  it  Bball  and  may  be 
.wfal  for  the  proprietors  of  the  ground  to  open 
new  street  in  the  town  of  Georgetown,  in  the 
district  of  Colombia,  beginning  at  the  termina* 
on  of  three  handred  and  seventy-eight  feet  and 
z  inches  from  the  intersection  of  Washiniton 
id  Bridge  streets,  on  the  east  side  of  Washing* 
»B  street,  and  south  of  Bridge  street,  and  thence 
inning  parallel  with  Bridge  street  to  Rock  creek. 
r  the  width  of  sixty  feet,  to  be  called  Need  wood 
reet. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  Qreene 
reet  in  the  said  town,  be  opened  and  extended 
>  Canseway  street,  in  lines  parallel  with  Wash- 
igton  street;  and  that  Montgomery  streetMn  the 
\id  town,  be  opened  and  extended  from  Bridge 
reet  to  Needwood  street,  in  lines  parallel  with 
iTMhington  street. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  JuHher  enacted,  That  the 
veets  called  and  known  by  the  names  of  Lovely 
id  Wapping,  and  all  that  part  of  Montgomery 
reet,  south  from  Bridge  street  to  Causeway 
reet,  not  embraced  in  lines  parallel  with  Wash- 
^ton  street,  lying  between  Washington  street 
id  Rock  creeks  in  the  said  town,  upon  the  open- 
ly and  ettablisnment  of  the  said  streets,  between 
whittgton  street  and  Rock  creek,  be  and  the 
line  are  hereby  racated;  and  the  title  to  the 
round,  over  which  the  same  now  runs,  shall  be 
leted  in  fee  simple  in  the  proprietors  of  the 
■oand  oTer  which  the  streets  to  be  opened  and 
[tended,  by  rirtue  of  this  act,  shall  run,  in 
^portion  to  the  quantity  owned  by  each  pro- 

ietor. 

H-  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  ffouee  of  Bepreeentativee. 

B.  GERRY, 

Vice  Preeident  of  the  United  States,  and 

President  of  the  Senate. 

ApproTed,  June  14, 1813. 

JABIES  MADISON. 


An  Act  ibr  the  goremment  of  persons  in  certain 

fisheries. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  master  or  skipper 
of  any  ressel  or  the  burden  of  twenty  tons  or  up* 
wards,  qualified  according  to  law  for  carryiog  on 
the  banx  and  other  cod  fisheries,  bound  from  a 
port  of  the  United  States  to  be  employed  in  any 
such  fishery,  at  sea,  shall,  before  proceeding  on 
such  fishing  Tojrage,  make  an  agreement  in  writ- 
ing, or  print,  with  erery  fisherman  who  may  be 
employed  therein,  (except  only  an  apprentice  or 
servant  of  himself  or  owner,)  and,  in  addition  to 
such  terms  of  shipment  as  may  be  agreed  on, 
shall,  in  such  agreement,  express  whether  the 
same  is  to  continue  for  one  voyage  or  for  the  fish- 
iug  season,  aud  shall  also  express,  that  the  fish  or 
the  proceeds  of  such  fishing  rorage  or  royafes, 
which  may  appertain  to  the  fisnermeo,  shall  be 
divided  among  them  in  proportion  to  the  quanti- 
ties  or  number  of  said  fish  which  they  may  re- 
spectively have  caught ;  which  agreement  shall 
be  endorsed  or  countersi^ed  by  the  owner  of 
such  fishing  vessel,  or  his  agent.    And  if  any 
fisherman,  having  engaged  himself  for  a  voyage 
or  for  the  fishing  season,  in  any  fishing  vessel,  and 
signed  an  agreement  therefor  as  aforesaid,  shall 
thereafter,  and  wbile^uch  agreement  remains  in 
force  to  be  performed,  desert  or  absent  himself 
from  such  vessel  without  leave  of  the  master  or 
skipper  thereof,  or  of  the  owner  or  his  agent, 
such  deserter  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties 
as  deserting  seamen  or  mariners  are  subject  to  in 
the  merchant  service,  and  may,  in  like  manner 
and  upon  the  like  complaint  and  proof,  be  appre- 
hended aod  detained ;  and  all  costs  of  process  and 
commitment,  if  paid  by  the  master  or  owner,  shall 
be  deducted  out  of  the  share  of  fish,  or  proceeds  of 
any  fishing  voyage,  to  which  such  deserter  had  or 
shall  become  entitled.    And  any  fisherman,  hav- 
ing engaged  himself  as  aforesaid,  who  shall,  dur- 
ing such  fishing  voyage^  refuse  or  neglect  his 
proper  duty  on  board  the  fishing  vessel,  being 
thereto  ordered  or  required  by  the  master  or  skip- 
per thereof,  or  shall  otherwise  resist  his  just  com* 
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mands  to  the  hindrance  or  detriment  of  such  woj'  | 
age,  besides  being  answerable  for  all  damages 
arising  thereby,  shall  forfeit  to  the  use  of  the  owner 
of  such  Tessel  nis  share  of  any  public  allowance 
which  majr  be  paid  upon  such  Toy  age. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  U  JuHher  enacted^  That  where 
an  agreement  or  contract  shall  be  so  made  and 
signed  for  a  fishing  voyage  or  for  the  fishing  sea- 
son, and  any  fish  which  may  have  been  caught 
on  Doard  such  vessel  during  the  same,  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  owner,  or  to  his  agent,  for  cure, 
and  shall  be  sold  by  said  owner  or  agent,  such 
vessel  shall,  for  the  term  of  six  months  after  such 
sale,  be  liable  and  answerable  for  the  skipper's 
and  every  other  fisherman's  share  of  such  fish, 
and  mav  be  proceeded  against  in  the  same  form, 
and  to  the  same  effect,  as  any  other  vessel  is  by 
law  liable  and  may  be  proceeded  against  for  the 
wages  of  seamen  or  mariners  in  the  merchant 
service.  And  upon  such  process  for  the  value  of 
a  share  or  shares  of  the  proceeds  of  fish  delivered 
and  sold  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  incumbent  on 
the  owner  or  his  agent  to  procure  a  just  account 
of  the  sales  and  division  of  such  fish  according  to 
such  agreement  or  contract ;  otherwise  the  said 
vessel  shall  be  answerable  upon  such  process  for 
what  may  be  the  highest  value  of  the  shares  de- 
manded. But,  in  all  cases,  the  owner  of  such 
vessel  or  his  agent,  appearing  to  answer  to  such 
process,  may  ofier  thereupon  his  account  of  gen- 
eral supplies  made  for  such  fishinj;  voyage  and  of 
other  supplies  therefor  made  to  either  of  the  de- 
mandanu,  and  shall  be  allowed  to  produce  evi- 
dence thereof  in  answer  to  their  demands,  respect- 
ively ;  and  judgment  shall  be  rendered  upon  such 
process  for  the  respective  balances  which,  upon 
such  an  inquiry,  shall  appear :  Promdedf  oZioayf, 
That,  when  process  shall  be  issued  against  any 
vessel  liable  as  aforesaid,  if  the  owner  thereof,  or 
his  agent,  will  give  bond  to  each  fisherman  in 
whose  favor  such  process  shall  be  instituted,  with 
sufficient  security,  to  the  satisfaction  of  two  jus- 
tices of  the  peacej  one  of  whom  shall  be  named 
by  such  owner  of  agent,  and  the  other  by  the  fish- 
erman or  fishermen  pursuing  such  process,  or  if 
either  party  shall  refuse,  then  the  justice  first  ap- 
pointed shall  name  his  associate,  with  condition 
to  answer  and  pay  whatever  sum  shall  be  recov- 
ered by  him  or  them  on  such  process,  there  shall 
be  an  immediate  discharge  of  such  vessel :  Pro* 
mded,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  pre- 
vent any  fisherman  trom  having  his  action  at  com- 
mon law  for  his  share  or  shares  offish,  or  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof,  as  aforesaid. 

Approved,  June  19, 1813. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  to  raise  an  additional  military  foice» 
and  for  other  purposes." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  five  of  the  regiments 
which  were  authorized  to  be  raised  by  an  act  in 
addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  raise  an 
additionil  military  force,  and  for  other  purposes," 
passed  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  one 
tboQsaad  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  may,  at  the 


discretion  of  the  President  of  the  United  8ue^ 
be  enlisted  for  and  daring  the  war,  onlesBWMr 
discharged,  and  be  limited  as  to  service  is  6t 
defence  of  the  seaboard  of  the  United  Stal&« 
of  such  part  thereof  as  the  President  mtf  esBCi 
and  determine. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted^  Thatad 
man  recruited  under  the  authority  of  tkisact,k 
allowed  the  same  bounty  in  money  aod  lakai 
is  allowed  by  law  to  men  enlisted  for  five  yen 
or  for  the  war,  and  that  the  officers,  noa-eoB- 
missioned  officers,  musicians,  and  nfivmies.  sUl 
receive  the  same  pay,  clothing,  subsistence,  ani 
forage,  be  entitled  to  the  same  benefiis,  be  w^ 
ject  to  the  same  ndes  and  regnlatioos,  and  k 
placed  in  every  respect  on  the  same  footing^  ai 
the  other  regular  troops  of  the 

Approved,  July  5, 1813. 


An  Act  aathorising  the  Prsaidewt  of  tfas  Unitod 
to  cause  to  be  built  barges  for  the  defence  d  Ik 
ports  and  harboiB  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^  That,  for  the  protection  rf 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Staiei^  the 
President  shall  cause  to  be  built,  without  deky, 
such  number  of  barges  as  he  may  deem  necenay, 
to  be  armed,  equipped,  and  nuinned  as  he  nay 
direct,  of  a  size  not  less  than  forty-five  feel  long, 
and  capable  of  carrying  heavy  guns. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  fiaiher  enacted,  Thai;  /br 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  two  haaindead 
fifty  thousand  dollars  be  and  the  seme  u  hereby 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  aoy  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  July  5, 1813. 


An  Act  further  extending  the  time  foe  ii 
locating  military  land  wsiranls. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Seereury  of  War 
be  authorized  to  issue  military  land  warraan  is 
such  persons  as  have  or  shall,  before  the  fint^qr 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aniin- 
teen^  produce  to  him  satisfactory  evidenee  of  the 
validity  of  their  claims;  which  warrants,  wkk 
those  heretofore  issued  and  not  yet  saiisfied,ahil 
and  may  be  located  in  the  name  of  the  holdjasei 
proprietors  thereof,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Oc!»- 
ber,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteet,«i 
any  unlocated  parts  of  the  fifty  quarter  townduA 
and  the  fractional  quarter  townships  reserved  V 
law  for  original  holders  of  military  land  waimii 
And  patents  shall  be  granted  for  the  land  iocaai 
under  this  act,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  diiecni 
by  former  acts  for  granting  military  lands. 

Approved,  July  5, 1813. 


An  Act  to  reward  the  offioen  and  crew  of  die  dospd 
war  Hornet;  and  Lieutenant  BUiott  and  fak  ofiosi 
and  companions. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  «k 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  anthoriieJ* 
have  distributed,  as  prize  money,  to  Capuia  Juaa 
Lawrence,  late  of  the  sloop  of  war  Home^i^ 
officers  aod  crew,  or  their  widows  and  c^iii^ 
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the  •om  of  twentjr-fiTe  thoosand  dollars,  for  the 
:mptare  aod  destruction  of  the  British  brig  Pea- 
sock;  aad  to  LieatenaDt  Elliott,  and  his  officers 
ind  companions,  or  their  widows  and  children, 
»he  sam  of  twelre  thousand  dollars,  for  the  cap- 
are  and  destruction  of  the  British  brig  Detroit; 
ind  that  the  sum  of  thirty-seven  thousand  dollars 
>e  and  the  same  Is  hereby  appropriated  to  the 
pnrpose  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  July  13, 1813. 

\n  Act  freeing  from  postage  all  letters  and  packets  to 
and  from  the  Superintendent  General  of  Military 
Soppliee* 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,,  That  all  letters  and  packets 
:o  and  from  the  Buoerintendent  General  of  Mili- 
ary Supplies,  which  relate  to  his  official  duties, 
ihall  be  tree  from  postage. 

Approved.  July  23, 1813. 


In  Act  to  reiinqaish  the  claims  of  the  ITnited  States 
to  certain  goc^,  wares,  and  merchandise,  captured 
bj  private  armed  vessels. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  all  risht  and  claim 
pirhich  may  have  accrued  to  the  United  States, 
inder  an  act,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  prohibit  the  com- 
nercial intercourse  between  the  United  Statesand 
j(reat  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies, 
fcjid  for  other  pur|Mses,"  and  an  act,  entitled  ^*An 
tct  concerning  tM  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
P^rmnce,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  and  an  act  supplementary  to  the  last 
oaentioned  act,  to  goods,  wares,  and  merchadise, 
>eingthe  property  of  British  subjects,  and  shipped 
from  the  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  since  the  decuration  of  war 
>y  the  United  States  against  that  Kingdom, 
prhich  have  been  captured  by  private  armed  ves- 
«l8  of  the  United  States,  on  the  high  and  open 
teaa,  and  without  the  territorial  limits  and  juris- 
liction  of  the  United  Slates,  and  have  been  li- 
wlled  and  claimed,  by  or  in  behalf  of  the  owners 
^d  other  persons  interested  in  the  said  private 
irmed  vessels,  in  some  court  of  the  United  States 
Baving  competent  jurisdiction  thereof,  be  and 
lie  same  are  hereby  relinquished,  in  all  cases 
prhere  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  being 
he  pro}>erty  of  British  subjects,  and  captured  as 
bfofesaid,  snail  have  been  or  shall  be  condemned 
la  prize  of  war,  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors,  by 
he  final  judgment  of  any  court  of  the  United 
States,  having  jurisdiction  as  aforesaid ;  all  suits, 
ibels,  or  prosecutions,  instituted  or  commenced  in 
)ehalf  of  the  United  States,  for  the  recovery  of  any 
orfeiture  or  penalty,  accrued  by  reason  of  an  in- 
raction  of  any  of  the  three  acts  first  abovemention- 
>d,  affecting  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  the 
>roperty  of  British  subjects,  and  which  have  been 
captured  as  aforesaid,  and  libelled  in  behalf  of 
he  captors,  shall  be  discontinued  on  payment  of 
he  costs  accrued  on  such  suits  or  libels,  by  or  on 
behalf  of  the  said  owner  or  owners.  But  in  all 
asea  where  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  thus 


libelled,  shall  not  be  condemned,  as  aforesaid  for 
the  benefit  of  the  captors,  the  right  and  claim  of 
the  United  States  to  the  forfeiture  of  such  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  shall,  notwithstanding 
the  discontinuance  of  the  suits  and  libels  in  behalf 
of  the  said  States,  remain  unimpaired,  and  such 
forfeitures  may,  after  a  final  decision  against  the 
captors,  be  recovered  or  remitted,  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  several  laws  now  in 
force,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  suits  or  libels 
had  not  been  discontinued :  Provided,  That  noth- 
ing herein  contained  shall  extend  to  or  embrace 
any  capture  made  by  such  private  armed  vessela 
in  violation  of  the  additional  instructions  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  the  public  and 
private  armed  vessels  thereof,  of  the  twenty-eighth 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  after  the  captor  shall  have 
been  apprized  thereof  or  by  any  such  private  armed 
vessel  which  was  in  any  port  of  the  United  States 
subsequent  to  the  said  proclamation,  and  prior  to 
such  capture. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  no  de- 
cision which  may  hereafter  be  made  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  under  the  act.  entitled 
"An  act  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  remit  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  in  certain 
cases,"  shall  be  held  as  affecting  the  claim  of  any 
person  or  persons  claiming  as  captors  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  the  forfeiture  of  which  to 
the  United  States  shall  have  been  remitted  by 
such  decision. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
ffoods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  captured  and  li- 
belled as  aforesaid,  shall  pay  the  same  duties,  to 
be  secured  and  collected  in  the  same  manner,  as 
is  provided  by  the  act  "concerning  letters  of 
marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  with  respect  to 
the  like  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  when 
captured  from  the  enemy,  and  made  prize  of  war. 

Approved,  July  13, 1813. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  a  certain 
turnpike  road  in  the  county  of  Alexandria. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  William  Robinsoh, 
Charles  Lee,  Charles  Alexander,  Thomas  Swan, 
Robert  Conway,  and  Philip  Richard  Fendall,  be  * 
and  they  are  herebjr  appomted  a  board  of  com- 
missioners, a  maiority  of  whom  to  constitute  a 
quorum,  with  full  power  to  receive  and  enter  in 
such  book  or  books  as  they  may  deem  proper,  by 
themselves  or  their  agents,  subscriptions  for  rais- 
ing a  capital  stock  of  eight  thousand  dollars,  in 
shares  of  fifty  dollars  each,  for  the  purpose  of 
opening,  gravelling,  and  improving  a  road  in  the 
county  ofAlezandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
from  the  interseciion  of  West  street  and  Pendle- 
ton street,  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  to  the  boun- 
dary line  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  most 
direct  and  practicable  route  towards  Leesburg, 
conforming  as  nearly  as  shall  be  ibund  advanta- 

freous  and  convenient  to  the  present  main  road 
eading  from  the  said  intersection  towards  Lees- 
burg,and  through  thecounty  of  Alexandria  afore- 
said :  ProvideOf  That  no  subscription  shall  be  re- 
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eeived  OQless  the  sum  of  five  dollars  be  first  paid 
into  the  hands  of,  such  agent  or  other  person  as 
the  said  commissioners  mav  authorize  to  receive 
it.  The  times,  places^  and  manner  of  receiving 
and  entering  subscriptions  shall  be  prescribed  by 
the  said  commissioners,  and  adrertised  in  such 
gazettes  as  they  may  deem  expedient ;  and  when- 
ever one  hundred  shares  or  more  shall  be  sub- 
scribed, the  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  give  notice,  in  some  newspaper  printed  in 
the  said  District,  of  a  time  and  place,  to  be  by 
them  appointed,  for  the  subscribers  to  proceed  to 
organize  the  corporation  by  an  election  of  officers; 
and  all  persons  who  may  then  be  or  thereafter 
ma^  become  the  proprietors  of  shares  in  the  said 
capital  stock,  either  as  subscribers  for  the  same 
or  as  the  legal  representatives,  successors,  or  as- 
signees, of  such  subscribers,  shall  become  one 
body  politic  and  corporate,  in  deed,  and  in  law. 
by  the  name  and  style  of  the  "Alexandria  ana 
Leeaburg  Turnpike  Company,"  and  by  the  same 
name  shall  have  perpetual  succession  and  all  the 

grivileges  belonffing  to  a  corporation  ^  and  shall 
e  capable  of  taking  and  holding  their  said  cap- 
ital  stock  and  the  profits  thereof,  and  of  enlarging 
the  same  by  new  subscriptions  if  found  necessary 
to  fulfil  the  intent  of  this  act ;  and  of  purchasing, 
taking,  and  holding,  to  them  and  their  successors 
and  assigns,  in  fee  simple,  or  for  any  lesser  estate, 
all  such  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  and 
estate,  real  and  personal,  as  shall  be  necessary 
and  useful  in  the  prosecution  of  their  work ;  and 
of  suing  and  being  sued,  of  having  a  common 
seal,  and  of  doing  ail  and  every  other  matter  and 
thing,  concerning  the  subject  aforesaid,  which  a 
corporation  or  body  politic  may  do. 

Sfio.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  company  shall  meet  on  the  third  Monday  in 
March  in  every  year,  at  such  place  as  shall  be 
fixed  by  their  by-laws,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 
such  officers  as  aforesaid  for  the  ensuing  year,  in 
manner  aforesaid,  and  at  such  other  times  as  they 
shall  be  summoned  by  the  president  and  directors 
aforesaid ;  at  which  annual  or  special  meetings 
they  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  do 
and  perform  any  act  by  law  allowed  and  pertain- 
ing to  the  affairs  of  said  company ;  and  the  pres- 
*  ident  and  directors  for  the  time  being  shall  hold 
their  offices  until  others  shaU  be  appointed  in  their 
places.    And  the  said  corporation  shall  not  be 
deemed  to  be  dissolved  by  reason  of  any  defect  of 
officers,  but  if  it  should  happen  that  there  should 
be  no  president  or  directors  competent  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  stockholders,  the  same  may  be 
called  by  any  stockholder  for  the  purpose  of  elect- 
ing such  officers,  giving  thirty  days'  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  of  such  meeting,  by  advertisements 
in  anewspaperprinted  ia  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Sec.  3.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
president  and  directors  shall  procure  printed  cer- 
tificates for  all  the  shares  of  said  stock,  and  shall 
deliver  one  such  certificate,  signed  by  the  presi- 
dent, to  each  person  for  every  share  by  him  or 
her  subscribed  and  held,  which  certificate  shall 
be  transferable  at  his  or  her  pleasure,  in  person 
or  by  attorney,  in  the  presence  of  the  president, 


clerk,  or  treasurer  of  said  eoaapanyy  whs  M 
witness  the  same  ;  subject,  however,  to  allpf^ 
meat  due  or  to  grow  due  thereopoa  ;  and  tk» 
signee  holding  any  such  certificate,  havingcaoMi 
the  assignment  to  be  entered  in  m  book  <tf  the 
company  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  shall  bet 
member  of  said  company ;  and  for  every  ccrtii* 
cate  by  him  held  shall  be  entitled  to  one  share ii 
the  capital  stock  and  estate  of  aaid  company.  Ail 
if  any  stockholder,  after  thirty  days' public  nocitt 
in  a  newspaper  printed  in  the  District  of  Cciu- 
bia,  of  the  time  and  jdace  appointed  for  the  pay- 
ment of  any  iK>rtion  or  dividend  of  the  sna  sd^ 
scribed  in  said  stock,  shall  negleot  to  pay  the  au 
for  the  space  of  thirty  days  after  the  time  so  ap- 
pointed, the  share  or  shares  on  which  sock  de- 
linquency has  taken  place  may  be  sold  atfaUie 
auction,  and  transferred  by  them  to  aay  fosat 
or  persons  willing  to  purchase  for  such  pnee  as 
can  be  obtained ;  or  in  case  mnj  proprietor  ibU 
fail  to  pay  any  instalment  which  shall  be  daly 
assessed,  such  instalment,  or  any  part  thereof,  iku 
shall  remain  deficient  or  unpaid,  nay  bereoof^ 
ered  of  the  person  or  persons  so  falling  to  pay,  bf 
warrant  from  a  justice  of  the  peace,  if  the  anoosf 
shall  not  exceed  twenty  dollars ;  and  if  the  mm 
so  due  shall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  the  same  aay 
be  recovered  by  motion,  in  the  name  of  the  wd 
company,  on  ten  days'  notice,  or  by  aetioB  at  Jav 
in  the  usual  course  of  judicial  proceeding,  ia  aay 
court  of  record  in  the  Distric^of  Colaaiit/aad 
in  all  instances  where  the  person  mo  failing  to 
pay  his  instalment  cannot  he  fimad  ia  the  said 
district,  then  recovery  shall   be  had  aghast  him 
by  such  mode  of  judicial  proceeding  as  is  anihor- 
ized  by  the  laws  of  the  country  where  sach  de- 
faulter shall  be  found ;  and  in  all  sach  warraai^ 
motions  or  actions,  the  certificate  of  the  clerk,  w 
recording  officer  of  the  said  company,  shall  he  eoa- 
clusive  evidence  of  the  defendant's  being  a  mat- 
ber  of  the  company,  and  primajaeie  evidcMe  of 
the' amount  due  on  the  share  or  shares  heU  by 
such  defendant. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaOedi^  That  tbe 
said  president  and  directors  shall  meet  at  laeb 
times  and  places  as  shidl  be  agreed  upon  for  tna* 
acting  their  business ;  at  which  meeting  ■! 
three  members  shall  form  a  quorum,  who,  iaibr 
absence  of  the  president,  maT  choose  a  chaima^ 
and  shall  keep  minutes  of  all  their  transaetis* 
fairly  entered  in  a  book;  and  a  quoram  beiif 
met,  they  shall  have  full  power  and  anthority* 
appoint  a  treasurer  and  ail  other  officers  Deco* 
sary  and  convenient,  and  agree  with  and  appeal 
all  such  surveyors,  intendants,  artists,  or  ecber 
agents,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  to  cainrM 
thd  intended  works,  and  to  fix  their  salaries,  infA 
or  compensation ;  to  direct  and  order  the  nwe^ 
manner,  and  proportions,  when  and  in  which  the 
stockholders  shall  pay  moneys  due  on  their  resfe^ 
tive  shares ;  to  draw  orders  on  the  treasurer  fr 
all  moneys  due  from  the  said  company,  and,  f^ 
erally,  to  do  and  transact  all  sach  other  matteft 
acts,  and  things,  as  by  the  by-laws,  mles,  and  if 
ulations  of  saio  company,  shall  be  reqaire^' 
permitted. 


85 


APPENDIX. 


2e<l6 


PMie  AcU  qf  Congrem. 


\9C,  6.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  Th«t  upon 
lieatioa  of  the  said  preaideot  and  directors  of 
said  company,  to  the  cireaii  court  of  the  Dls- 
t  of  Colambia,  or  to  the  judges  thereof  out  of 
rt,  the  said  court,  or  the  judses,  or  any  two  of 
judges  thereof  out  of  court,  shall  appoint  three 
imissioners,  not  interested  in  any  of  the  lands 
High  which  the  said  road  may  be  laid  out,  nor 
trested  in  the  stock  of  the  company  hereby 
ited,  nor  in  the  stock  of  any  other  turnpike 
ipaay,  who  shall  each  receive  from  the  said 
iident,  directors,  and  company,  two  dollars  for 
ry  day  thev  shall  respectively  be  actually  ne- 
nrily  employed  in  or  about  the  afifairs  of  the 

company.  And  each  of  the  said  commis- 
erp,  before  he  proceeds  to  act  as  sneh,  shall 

and  subscribe  an  oath,  or  solemn  affirmation, 
le  presence  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  that  he 

well,  faithfully  and  impartially,  according  to 
best  of  his  skiU  and  judgment,  and  without 
Bcessary  delav,  execute  and  perform  ail  the 
es  required  of  him  as  a  commissioner  under 
nzth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  cer- 
turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;" 
oh  oaths  or  affirmations,  so  subscribed  and  cer- 
1  by  the  justice,  in  whose  presence  thev  shall 
BTerally  taken  and  subscribed,  shall  be  nled  in 
office  01  the  clerk  of  the  said  circuit  court,  and 
tiled  amouff  the  land  records  of  the  county  of 
candria.  And  the  said  commissioners,  or  any 
of  them,  being  qualified  as  aforesaid,  shall, 
I  the  request  of  the  said  president  and  direc- 

cause  to  be  surveyed,  laid  out,  and  asoer- 
sd,  described,  and  marked,  by  certain  metes  and 
ids,  of  the  aforesaid  turnpike  road,  described 
le  first  section  of  this  act,  not  less  than  sixty 
in  breadth,  ia  such  rontes,  tracts  or  courses, 
he  same  respectively,  as,  in  the  best  of  their 
:ment,  will  combine  shortness  of  distance  with 
most  convenient  ground,  and  the  smallest  ex- 
e  of  money ;  and  for  this  purpose  it  shall  be 
'ul  for  them,  and  such  agents,  assistants,  ser- 
s,  or  attendants,  as  tbey  may  think  proper  to 
loy,  to  enterupon  any  of  the  lands  through  or 

which  the  said  road  may  be  laid  oat,  having 
given  twenty  days'  public  notice  in  some  pub- 
ewapaper,  printed  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
9f  the  time  and  place  of  their  entering  on  the 

business  of  surveying  and  laying  out  each 

respectively.    And  if  any  proprietor  of  any 

of  the  lands  through  which  the  said  road 

be  laid  out,  shall  require  compensation  for 
lach  of  his  or  her  said  land  as  may  be  occu- 

by  the  said  road,  or  shall  claim  damages  for 
1  account  of  the  opening  or  laying  out  the 
road  throuffh  his  or  her  land,  and  if  the  said 
ident  and  directors  cannot  agree  with  such 
rietors  respecting  the  same,  then  the  said 
missioners,  at  the  request  of  either  party, 
I  appoint  a  day  and  place  to  hear  and  decide 
I  such  claim,  and  the  amount  of  compensa- 
and  damages  which  such  proprietor  shall  be 
ied  to  receive  from  the  said  president,  direc- 

nnd  company  therefor,  first  giving  twenty 
?  notice  to  the  adverse  party,  his  or  her  agent. 


or  attornev  in  fact,  or  other  legal  representative, 
if  either  shall  be  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  if  the  party  so  notified  shall  fail  to  attend,  or 
if  the  party  shall  be  an  infant  under  age,  non 
compos  mentis,  feme  covert,  or  absent  out  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  have  no  known  agent 
or  legal  representative  therein,  then  the  said  com- 
missioners m^y  proceed  ex  parte  to  hear  and  de- 
cide the  same ;  and  the  award  of  them,  or  any 
two  of  them,  made  in  writing,  signed  by  them  or 
any  two  of  them,  shall  by  them  be  returned  to 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  for  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  within  ten  days  after  such 
hearing,  and  a  copv  thereof  shall,  within  ten  days 
after  such  return,  be  served  upon  such  of  the  par- 
ties as  are  resident  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and 
if  such  award  be  not  at  the  session  of  the  said  cir* 
cuit  court,  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  next  after 
such  return  of  the  said  award  to  the  clerk's  office, 
be  set  aside  on  account  of  fraud  or  partiality  in 
the  said  commissioners,  or  other  cause  deemed 
sufficient  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  the  same 
shall  be  final  and  conclusive  between  the  parties, 
and  shall  be  recorded  by  the  said  clerk;  and  the 
sum  so  awarded  being  paid  to  the  said  clerk,  for 
the  use  of  the  person  entitled  to  receive  the  same, 
the  said  land,  mentioned  and  described  in  the  said 
award,  shall  and  may  be  taken  and  occupied  as  a 
turnpike  road  and  public  highway  forever.  And 
the  said  commissioners,  upon  completing  the  said 
survey  of  the  said  road,  shall  return  a  plat  and 
certificate  of  such  survey  to  the  said  clerk,  and 
the  same  being  accepted  by  the  said  court,  shall 
be  recorded  by  the  said  clerk,  and  thereupon  the 
road  so  laid  out  shall  be  taken,  used  and  occupied 
as  a  turnpike  road  and  public  highway  forever; 
and  the  said  president,  directors  and  company 
may  thereupon  proceed  to  enter  npon  the  same, 
and  shall  cause  at  least  twenty-four  feet  in  breadth 
throughout  the  whole  length  thereof,  to  be  made 
an  artificial  road  of  stone,  gravel,  or  other  hard 
substance,  of  sufficient  depth  or  thickness  to  se- 
cure a  solid  and  firm  road,  with  a  surface  as  smooth 
as  the  materials  will  admit,  and  so  nearly  level 
that  it  shall  ia  no  case  rise  or  foil  more  than  an 
angle  of  four  degrees  with  a  horizontal  line,  and 
the  said  road  shall  thereafter  be  kept  ia  gooa  and 
perfect  repair;  and  wheresoever  upon  the  said 
road  any  bridge  shall  be  deemed  necessary,  the 
same  shall  be  built  of  sound  and  suitable  materials. 
And  in  case  either  of  the  said  commissioners 
should  die,  or  refuse  to  act.  or  become  incapaci- 
tated, or  should  be  removed  by  the  court  for  mis- 
conduct, the  said  court  may  appoint  another  in 
his  place ;  and  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said 
president  and  directors,  the  said  road  shall  be 
completed  to  the  extent  of  twenty-four  feet  in 
breadth,  the  same  shall  be  examined  by  the  said 
commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them;  and  if  in  the 
opinion  of  them,  or  any  two  of  them,  the  said 
road  should  have  been  completed  to  the  extent  of 
at  least  twenty  four  feet  in  breadth,  according  to 
the  meaning  of  this  act,  they  shall  certify  the 
same,  to  the  said  circuit  court,  or  the  judges  thereof 
out  of  court,  and  their  certificate  being  accepted 
by  the  said  court,  or  any  two  judges  thereof,  and 
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recorded,  the  sftid  president  and  directoi^  shall 
and  may  thereafter  erect  and  fix  one  gate  and 
tarnpike  upon  and  across  the  said  road,  to  collect 
the  tolls  hereinafter  cpraoted  to  the  said  company ; 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  to  appoint  such 
and  so  many  toll  gatherers  as  they  shall  deem 
necessary,  to  collect  and  receive  of  and  from  all 
and  every  person  and  persons  using  the  said  road, 
the  tolls  and  rates  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  to 
stop  any  person  or  persons  leading  or  driving  any 
horses,  mules,  cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  sulky,  chair, 
chaise,  phaeton,chariot,  coach,  cart,  wagon,sleigh, 
sled,  or  any  carriage  of  burden  or  pleasure,  from 
passing  through  the  said  gate,  until  the  said  tolls 
shall  he  paid,  that  is  to  say :  For  every  score  of 
sheep,  five  cents ;  for  every  score  of  hogs,  five 
cents;  for  every  score  of  cattle,  ten  cents;  and  so 
in  proportion  for  anv  greater  or  less  number; 
for  every  horse  or  mule  with  a  rider,  three  cents ; 
for  every  stage  or  wagon  and  two  horses,  six 
cents;  for  either  carriage  last  mentioned,  with 
four  horses,  ten  cents;  for  every  led  or  driren 
horse  or  mule^  one  cent ;  for  everv  sulky,  chair, 
chaise,  or  carriage  of  pleasure,  witn  two  wheels 
and  one  horse,  five  cents;  for  every  coach,  chariot, 
phaeton,  or  chaise,  with  four  wheels  and  two 
horses,  nine  cents;  for  any  of  the  said  carriages 
last  mentioned  with  four  horses,  eleven  cents ; 
for  every  other  carriage  of  pleasure,  under  what- 
ever name  it  may  go.  the  like  sums  according  to 
the  number  of  wheels  and  horses,  in  proportion 
aforesaid ;  for  every  sled  or  sleigh  used  as  a  car- 
riage of  pleasure,  three  cents  for  each  horse  draw- 
ing the  same ;  for  every  sled  or  sleigh  used  as  a 
carriage  of  burden,  two  cents  for  each  horse  draw- 
ing the  same ;  for  erery  cart  or  wagon,  whose 
wheels  do  not  exceed  four  inches  in  breadth,  three 
cents  for  each  horse  drawing  the  same ;  for  every 
cart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  shall  exceed  in 
breadth  four  inches,  and  not  exceed  seven  inches, 
one  and  an  half  cents  for  every  horse  drawing  the 
same;  for  every  cart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels 
shall  be  more  than  seven  inches  in  breadth,  and 
not  more  than  ten  inches,  one  and  a  quarter  cents 
for  every  horse  drawing  the  same ;  for  every  cart 
or  wagon,  the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall  be 
more  than  ten  inches,  and  not  exceeding  twelve 
inches,  one  cent  for  every  horse  drawing  the 
«ame:  And  that  all  such  carriages  as  aforesaid 
to  be  drawn  by  part  oxen,  or  to  be  drawn  by  mules 
in  whole  or  part,  two  oxen  shall  be  estimated  as 
equal  to  one  horse  in  charging  all  the  aforesaid 
colls,  and  every  mule  as  equal  to  one  horse. 

Seo.  6.  And  be  U further  enacted^  That  in  all 
cases  where  stone,  gravel,  earth  or  sand  shall  be 
necessary  for  making  or  repairing  the  said  road, 
and  the  said  president,  directors  and  company  of 
Alexandria  and  Leesburg  turnpike  road  cannot 
agree  for  the  same,  with  the  owner  thereof,  then, 
upon  application  by  the  said  president  and  direct- 
ors, or  any  person  authorized  by  them,  to  any  one 
of  the  Judges  of  the  said  district  court,  he  may,  if 
he  see  cause,  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
command  the  marshal  of  the  said  district  to  sum- 
mon a  jury  of  thirteen  disinterested  persons,  qual- 
ified to  serve  as  petit  jurors  in  Che  said  circuit 


court,  to  meet  at  the  place  where  aoeh  ottnli 
may  be,  on  some  day.  not  more  thmo  ten  di7itf> 
ter  the  date  of  such  warrant ;  and  to  f^n  ik 
other  party  five  days'  notice  of  the  said  tiaeni 
place,  if  such  party  be  found  writhia  the  Didne 
of  Columbia ;  and  if  aav  of  the  said  jurors skudi 
fail  to  attend  at  the  said  time  and  pmee,  theaa- 
shal  may  immediately  summao  ciuesm«i  ii  ^ 
place  of  those  who  are  absent,  aad  shall  adoa- 
ister  an  oath  to  the  said  jurors  aod  talesmen,  n 
the  case  may  be,  justly  and  impartially  to  nb 
the  said  materials,  and  to  assess  the  daoiage  wkid 
the  owner  thereof  shall  sustain  by  the  takii^ 
thereof  by  the  said  president,  directors  aadcoa- 
panv  of  the  Alexandria  and  Lfeesbarg  tonpihe 
road;  which  valuation  and  assessment  of  on- 
ages  made  by  the  said  jurors,  or  a  majorxif  tf 
them,  shall  be  signed  by  the  said  marshal  aitfik 
jurors,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  agree  tknli, 
and  be  returned  by  the  marshal  to  the  said  dak 
of  the  said  court  for  the  count 7  of  Alexanim, 
to  be  by  him  recorded,  and  shall  be  coadnsR 
between  the  parties;  and  a  copy  thereof  skill  k 
delivered  to  each  of  the  parties  who  may  be  ret- 
ident  within  the  district ;  and  the  som  so  awiri- 
ed  and  assessed  being  paid  to  the  said  clerk  of  Ik 
said  court,  for  the  use  of  the  party  entitled  ckre- 
to,  the  said  president  and  directors  may  proend 
to  take  and  carry  away  the  said  materials  so  val- 
ued for  the  purposes  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  pres- 
ident, directors  and  company  shall  fmjrtkfMud 
marshal  five  dollars  for  his  serviees  ia  soaaon- 
ing  and  empanneling  the  said  jory  sad  taking  aad 
returning  the  said  inquest,  and  two  dollars  to  each 
of  the  jurors  so  sworn. 

Sbo.  7.  Atid  be  it  further  enacUij  That  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  weight  that  oaf 
be  drawn  along  the  said  road  in  any  wagon,  can, 
or  other  carriage  of  burden,  it  shall  and  maf  k 
lawful  for  the  said  president,  managers  and  eomr 
pany  to  erect  and  establish  scales  and  wt^t^at 
or  near  the  ^ate  erected,  or  to  be  erected,  ia  pot' 
suance  of  this  act,  as  they  may  think  proper*, tad 
where  there  may  seem  reasonable  cause  10  mr 
pect  that  any  cart,  wagon,  or  other  carria|eof 
Durden  carries  a  greater  weight  than  is^  or  M 
be  by  law  allowable,  it  shall  be  lawful  forik 
toll  gatherers,  or  other  persons  in  their  servieea 
employment,  to  prevent  the  same  from  paniii 
such  ^te  or  turnpike,  until  such  cart,  wagoa,* 
carriage  of  burden,  shall  be  drawn  into  them 
or  erected  scales,  at  or  near  any  such  gatetf 
turnpike,  and  the  weight  or  burden  drawn  tkff* 
in  ascertained  by  weighing;  and  if  the  peraia* 
persons  driving,  or  having  care  or  charge  of  aif 
such  cart,  wagon,  or  other  carriage  of  laidffl. 
shall  refuse  to  drive  the  same  into  anjsockacaki 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  person  or  persoas 
so  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  said  ptc 
ident,  managers,  and  company,  any  som  notks 
than  five  dollars,  nor  more  than  eight  dollane 
be  recovered  in  the  manner  hereinafter  met 
tioned. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  fiarther  enaded.  Thai* 
wagon  or  other  carriage  with  foar  wheek  ^ 
breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall  not  be  foar  iaek& 
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I  be  drawn  along  the  said  road  with  a  greater 
bt  thereon  than  three  tons  weight ;  that  no 

carriage,  the  b  readtb  of  whose  wheels  shall 
>e  seven  inches^  or,  being  six  inches  or  more, 
I  roll  at  least  ten  inches,  shall  be  drawn  along 
said  road  with  more  than  five  toos ;  that  no 
1  carriage,  the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall 
be  ten  inches  or  more,  or,  being  less,  shall  not 
at  least  twelve  inches,  shall  1^  drawn  along 
said  road  with  more  than  eight  tons ;  that 
art  or  carriage,  with  two  wheelii,  the  same 
dth  of  wheels  as  the  wagons  aforesaid,  shall 
rawn  along  the  said  read  with  more  than  half 
!>orden  or  weight  aforesaid ;  and  if  any  cart, 
on,  or  carriage  of  harden  whatsoever,  shall 
irawn  along  the  said  road  with  a  greater 
^ht  than  is  hereby  allowed,  the  owner  or 
ers  of  such  carriage,  if  the  excess  of  burden 
I  be  three  hundred  weight  or  upwards,  shall 
it  and  pay  four  times  the  customary  tolls,  for 
ise  of  the  company :  Provided  oZiMyt ,  That 
all  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  company 
leir  by-laws  to  alter  any  or  all  the  regulations 
in  contained,  respecting  the  burdens  or  ear- 
is  to  be  drawn  over  the  said  road,  and  to  sub- 
te  other  regulations,  if  upon  experiment  such 
^tions  shall  be  found  conducive  to  the  public 
I :  Provided  neveriheleee,  That  such  rejcula- 
B  shall  not  lessen  the  burdens  of  carnages 
^e  described. 

BO.  9.  And  be  itjuriher  enacted,  That  the 
ident  and  directors  of  the  said  company  shall 
>,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  fair  and  just  accounts 
U  moneys  to  be  recdved  by  them  from  the 
commissioners  first  herein  named,  and 'from 
itockholders  or  subscribers  to  the  said  under- 
ag  on  account  of  their  several  subscriptions 
lares,  and  of  all  moneys  by  them  to  be  ex- 
ied  in  the  prosecution  of  their  said  work ; 
shall  once  at  least  in  every  year  submit  such 
»unts  to  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders. 
I  the  said  road  shall  be  completed,  and  until 
costs,  charges  and  expenses  of  effecting  the 
B  shall  be  fully  liquidated,  paid,  and  dis- 
rged  ;  and  if,  upon  such  liquidation,  or  when- 
'  the  whole  capital  stock  of  the  said  company 
1  be  nearly  expended,  it  shall  be  found  that 

said  capital  stock  will  not  be  sufficient  to 
iplete  the  said  road,  according  to  the  true  in- 

and  meaning  of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be 
ful  for  the  said  stockholders,  being  convened 
srding  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  their 
taws  and  rules,  to  increase  the  amount  to  be 
i  on  the  shares  from  time  to  time,  to  such  ex- 
i  as  shall  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  work; 

to  demand  and  receive  the  increased  amount 

0  be  required  on  such  shares,  in  like  manner 
under  the  like  penalties  as .  are  hereinbefore 

vided  for  the  original  payments,  or  as  shall  be 

vided  by  their  by-laws. 

lac.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 

1  president  and  directors  shall  also  keep,  or 
se  to  be  kept,  just  and  true  accounts  of  all 
neys  to  be  received  by  their  several  collectors 
oils,  at  the  turnpike  gate  on  the  said  road,  and 
11  make  and  declare  a  half  yearly  dividend 
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aforesaid,  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  at  the  time  and  place  when 
and  where  the  same  will  be  paid,  and  cause  to  be 
paid  the  same  immediately. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  corporation  to  keep 
the  said  road  in  good  repair ;  and  if,  in  neglect  of 
their  said  duty,  the  said  corporation  shall,  at  any 
lime,  sufifer  the  said  road  to  be  out  of  repair,  so  as 
to  be  unsafe  or  inconvenient  for  passengers,  the 
said  corporation  shall  be  liable  to  be  presented  for 
such  neglect,  before  any  court  of  competent  jnrisr 
diction,  and  upon  conviction  thereor  to  pay  the 
United  States apenaltynotexceedingone  hundred 
dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court ;  and  shall 
also  be  responsible  for  all  damages  which  may 
be  sustained  by  any  person  or  persons,  in  conse> 
quenee  of  such  want  of  repair,  to  be  recovered 
in  an  action  of  trespass  on  the  case,  in  any  court 
competent  to  try  the  same :  Provided  always,  and 
it  ia  further  enacted,  That  whenever  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  tolls  collected  on  said  road  shall  amount 
to  a  sum  sufficient  to  reimburse  the  capital  which 
shall  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  such  land 
and  making  such  roads,  and  twelve  per  cent,  in- 
terest per  annum  the'reonj  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  same  shall  become  a 
free  road,  and  tolls  shall  be  no  longer  collected 
thereon  ;  and  the  said  company  shall  annually 
make  returns  to  said  circuit  court  of  the  amount 
of  the  tolls  collected,  and  of  their  necessary  ex- 
penses, so  as  to  enable  said  circuit  cqurt  to  deter- 
mine when  said  tolls  shall  cease. 

Sbc.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if 
any  person  or  persons,  riding  in  or  driving  any 
carriage  of  any  kind,  or  leading,  riding  or  driving 
any  horses,  sheep,  hogs,  or  any  kind  of  cattle 
whatever,  on  sai4.  road,  shall  pass  through  any 
private  gate,  bars  or  fence,  or  over  any  private 
way  or  passage,  or  pass  through  any  toll  gate, 
under  any  pretended  privilege  or  exemption,  to 
which  he,  or  she,  or  they,  may  not  be  entitled,  or 
do  any  act  or  thing,  with  intent  to  lessen  or  evade 
the  tolls  for  passing  through  the  gate  established 
under  this  act,  such  person  or  persons,  for  every 
such  offence,  shall  forfeit,  to  the  said  president  and 
directors,  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  ten 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of  •the 
peace,  with  costs,  in  the  same  manner  that  small 
debts  are  recoverable :  Provided,  That  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  company  to  ask,  demand  or  re- 
ceive from  or  for  persons  living  on  or  adjacent-to 
the  said  road,  who  may  have  occasion  to  pass  by 
said  road,  upon  the  ordinary  business  relating  to 
their  farms,  so  far  as  the  limits  of  the  same  may 
extend  on  the  roads,  respectively,  who  shall  not 
have  any  other  convenient  road  or  way  by  which 
they  may  pass,  from  one  part  to  another  part 
thereof,  any  toll  for  passing  on  said  turnpike. 

Approved,  July  13,  1813. 

An  Act  to  inoorporate  a  company  for  making  a  certain 
turnpike  road  in  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Colambia. 

Be  it  enactpd,  f  c,  That  William  Marbury, 
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John  Hoye,  Greorge  JohosoD,  William  Steuart, 
IVilliam  Whaoo,  Washington  Bowie,  John  W. 
Bronaugb,  Edgar  Patterson,  and  John  Eliason. 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed,  a  board  of 
oommissionerSf  a  majority  of  whom  to  constitnte 
a  quorum,  with  full  powers  to  receive  and  enter 
in  such  book  or  books  as  they  may  deem  proper, 
by  themselves  or  their  agents,  subscriptions  for 
raising  a  espial  stock  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  in 
shares  of  fifty  dollars  each,  for  the  purpose  of 
opening,  gravelling,  and  improving  a  road  in  the 
counties  of  Washiiif;ton  and  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  from  the  intersection  of 
Falls  street  and  Water  street^  in  the  town  of 
Georgetown,  to  the  boundary  line  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  in  the  most  direct  and  practicable 
route  towards  Leesburg,  conforming  as  nearly  as 
shall  be  found  advantageous  and  convenient  to 
the  present  main  road,  leading  from  the  said  in- 
tevsection  towards  Leesburg,  and  through   the 
eouttties  of  Washington  and  Aiexandrta  afore- 
said :  Prwidedy  That  no  subscription  shall  be  re- 
ceived, unless  the  sum  of  five  dollars  be  first  paid 
into  the  hands  of  such  agent  or  other  person  as 
the  said  commissioners  may  authorize  to  receive 
it;  the  times,  places,  and  manner  of  receiving 
and  entering  subscriptions  shall  be  prescribed  by 
aaid  commissioners,  and  advertised  in  such  ga- 
zettes as  they  may  deem  expedient ;  and  when- 
ever one  hundred  shares  or  more  shall  be  sub- 
scribed, the  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  give  notice  in  some  newspaper,  printed  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  of  a  time  and  place  to 
be  by  them  appointed,  for  the  subscribers  to  pro- 
ceed to  organize  the  corporation,  by  an  election 
of  officers ;  and  all  persons  who  may  then  be,  or 
thereafter  may  become  proprietors  of  shares  in 
the  said  capital  stock,  either  as  subscribers  for 
the  same,  dr  as  the  legal  representatives,  succes- 
sors, or  asaiguees  of  such  subscribers,  shall  become 
one  body  politic  and  corporate  in  deed  and  in 
law,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Georgetown 
and  Leesburg  Turnpike  Company,  and  by  the 
same  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  and  all  the 
•privileges  belonging  to  a  corporation ;  and  shall 
be  capable  of  taking  and  holding  their  said  oapi- 
ul  stock  and  the  profits  thereof,  and  of  enlarging 
the  same  by  new  subscriptions,  if  foand  necessary 
to,  fulfil  the  intent  of  this  act,  and  of  purchasing, 
taking  and  holding,  to  them  and  their  sacceasors 
and  assigns,  in  fee  simple,  or  for  anv  lesser  estate, 
all  such  lands,  tenements,  and  hereaitaments,and 
estate  real  ana  personal,  as  shall  be  necessary  and 
useful  in  the  prosecution  of  their  work,  and  of 
suing  and  being  sued,  of  having  a  common  seal, 
and  of  doing  all  and  every  other  matter  and  thing, 
eaiicerning  the  subject  aforesaid,  which  a  corpo- 
ration or  body  politic  may  do. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  company  shall  meet  on  the  third  Monday  in 
March,  in  every  year,  at  such  place  as  shall  be 
fixed  by  their  by-laws,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 
aoch  officers  as  aforesaid  for  the  ensuing  year,  in 
manner  aforesaid,  and  at  such  other  times  as  they 
shall  be  summoned  by  the  president  and  directors 
aforesaid  \  at  which  annual  or  special  meetings 


they  shall  have  full  power  and  antiionfkic 
and  perform  any  act  by  law  allowed,  udpaii- 
ing  to  the  affairs  of  said  comptDy ;  ts^thfRi' 
dent  and  directors  for  the  time  beiog  iMli 
their  offices  until  others  shall  be  aifmiii 
their  places;  and  the  said  corpomtioB  liaQH 
be  deemed  to  be  dissolved  by  reasooofufii- 
feet  of  officers,  but  if  it  should  hsppeBtbtia 
should  be  no  president  or  directoncoapewi 
call  a  meeting  of  the  stockholden,  thcttacn 
be  called  by  anv  stockholder,  for  tbe  yupmi 
electing  such  o&cers,  giving  tkirtydifi'ooMi 
of  the  time  and  place  of  such  nieetiof,b]ri^» 
tisement,  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  liie  Diin 
of  Columbia. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  U  fiuiher  enoM,  Thtii 
president  and  directors  shaU  piocore  ftrnvAm 
tificates  for  all  the  shares  of  said  itoek.iddd 
deliver  one  sach  certificate,  sigaedbftbt pi- 
dent,  to  each  person  for  every  ibue  bf  Ibk 
her  subscribed  and  held,  which  eertiieiieiitfi 
be  iraasferrable  at  his  or  her  pleMoreiofna 
or  by  attorney,  in  the  prenaoe  of  cliepRste 
clerk,  or  tfeaaorer  of  said  eompuf.  who  ikl 
witness  the  same;  subject,  howerer,  to  all fif 
ment  due,  or  to  grow  due  tkereoMi;ni^ 
assignee  holding  any  such  cfmue,  kn>t 
caused  the  assign  ment  to  be  tvtmi  iQiha 
for  the  company  to  be  kept  for  thatpnpa^  v 
having  paid  the  clerk  of  said  coopuf  nni^ 
five  cents  for  each  certificate  coMUBcrfii^ 
assignment,  for  his  set  vices  ia  wv^^'^ 
shall  be  a  member  of  said  compaof/iafw^^ 
certificate  by  him  held  shall  be  eiutied  to  om 
share  io  the  capital  stock  aadattteotaHCW; 
paoy.  And  if  any  stockholder, ift«  «hi(^T  ^ 
public  notice  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  wi«j 
trictof  Colombia,  of  the  time  tod  phaeappaw 
for  the  payment  of  any  portion  or dirideDd a « 
sum  subscribed  in  said  stock, ifaaUBCgleet an 
tbe  same  for  the  space  of  thirty  dap  wr* 
time  so  appointed,  the  shaie  or  sfaarasoa^aj 
such  delinquency  has  takea  pltce,maf«>" 
at  public  auction,  and  transferred  bf  tlMann 
person  or  persons  willing  to  pureto^T^ 
price  as  can  be  obtained,  or  iocM^^^JP'ffu 
shall  fail  to  pay  any  iasulmeBt  whieh  iW« 
duly  asses8ed,such  insUlmeBta,ortorpartif' 
that  shall  remain  deficiwit  or  uapaid, <Bafaj 
covered  of  tbe  person  or  peraoDssofiuliaf"  J 
by  warrant  from  a  justice  of  *^^  IjJ"*'^ 
amount  shall  not  exceed  iweoiy  ^^^^r^ 
the  sum  so  due  shaU  exceed  tveotydomi 
same  be  recovered  by  motioo  io  tbe  d>!^"^ 
company,  on  ten  days'  notice. or  by  aewo 
in  the  usual  course  of  judicial  pmecwaAii^ 
court  of  record  in  the  District  of  MoaJ««^i 
in  all  instances  where  the  person  wfaiHJ^l 
his  instalment  cannot  be  found  in  tbed» 
trict,  then  recovery  shall  be  fc*<*  •?"*!, 
such  mode  of  judicial  proceedin  J  as  15  «»r 
by  the  laws  of  the  country  where  socfi'' 
shall  be  found ;  and  in  all  such  wrni\ 
tions,  or  actions,  the  certificate  of  (heeler 
said  company  shall  be  coaelosire  or  ue 
ant's  being  a  member  of  thccooipMFj"*^ 
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9  evidence  of  the  amouDt  due  oo  the  share  or 

en  he!d  by  sach  defendRDC. 

BC.  4.  And  be  it  fwrther  enacted^  That  the 

president  and  directors  shall  meet  at  sach 
!8  and  places  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  for 
sacting  their  business;  at  which  meetings 
three  members  shall  form  a  quorum,  who,  in 
absence  of  the  president,  may  choose  a  chair- 
I,  aiid  shall  keep  minutes  of  all  their  transac- 
B  fairly  entered  in  a  book,  and  a  quorum  be- 
met.  they  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
ppoint  a  treasurer,  and  all  other  officers  ne- 
ary  and  convenient,  and  agree  with  and  ap- 
it  all  such  surveyors,  intendants,  artists,  or 
r  agents  as  they  may  judge  necessary  lo  carry 
;he  intended  works,  and  to  fix  their  salaries, 
es,  or  compensation ;  to  direct  and  order  the 
s,  manner,  and  proportions,  when  and  in 
ch  the  stockholders  shall  pay  moneys  due  oo 
r  respective  shares;  to  draw  orders  on  the 
iurer  for  all  moneys  due  from  aaid  company ; 
generally  to  do  and  transact  all  such  other 
ters,  acts  and  things,  as  by  the  by-laws,  rules 
regulations  of  said  company  shall  be  required 
ermitted. 

BC.  5.  And  be  it  Jwrtker  enctcied,  That  upon 
ication  of  the  said  president  and  directors  of 
said  company  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  Dis- 
;  of  Columbia,  or  to  the  judges  of  said  court, 
of  court,  the  said  court  or  the  judges,  or  any 
of  the  judges  thereof  out  of  court,  snail  ap- 
^t  three  commissioners,  not  interested  in  any 
he  lands  through  which  the  said  road  may 
aid  out,  nor  interested  in  the  stock  of  the 
pany  hereby  created,  nor  in  tbct  occupancy 
ny  mills  or  water  works  by  which  the  said 
I  may  pass,  who  shall  receive,  each,  from  the 

president  and  directors  and  company,  two 
ars  for  every  day  thev  shall  respectively  be 
lally  necessarily  employed  in  or  about  the 
irs  of  said  company ;  and  each  of  the  said 
imissioners,  before  he  proceeds  to  act  as  such, 
1  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  solemn  affir- 
ion  in  the  presence  of  a  justice  of  the  peace, 

he  will  well,  faithfully  and  impartially,  ac- 
ting to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  judgment,  and 
40ut  unnecessary  delay,  execute  and  perform 
he  duties  required  of  him  as  a  commissioner, 
er  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
tied  ^An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  for 
dng  certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of 
umbia;''  which  oaths  or  affirmations,  so  sub- 
bed and  certified  by  the  justice  in  whose  pres- 
e  they  shall  be  severally  taken  and  subscribed, 
[1  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  said 
uit  court,  and  enrolled  among  the  land  records 
he  county  of  Washington ;  and  the  said  com- 
sioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  being  qualified 
iforesaid,  shall,  upon  the  request  of  the  said 
lident  and  directors,  cause  to  be  surveyed,  laid 
,  and  ascertained,  described  and  marked,  by 
ain  metes  and  bounds  of  the  aforesaid  turn- 
3  road,  described  in  the  first  section  of  this 

not  less  than  sixty  feet  in  breadth,  in  such 
tes,  tracts  or  courses  for  the  same  respectively, 
in  the  best  of  their  judgment  will  combine 


shortness  of  distance  with  the  most  convenient 

?;round  and  the  smallest  expense  of  money ;  and 
or  this  purpose  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  and 
such  agents,  assistants,  servants,  or  attendants,  at 
they  may  think  proper  to  employ,  to  enter  upon 
any  of  the  lands  through  or  near  which  the  said 
road  may  be  laid  out,  having  first  ^ iven  twenty 
days'  public  notice,  in  some  public  newspaper 
priotea  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  the  time 
and  place  of  their  entering  on  the  said  bosinest 
of  surveying  and  laying  out  each  road  respect- 
ivelv :  and  if  anv  proprietor  of  any  part  of  the 
Ian  els  through  wnich  the  said  road  may  be  laid 
out,  shall  require  compensation  for  ao  much  of 
his  or  her  said  land  as  may  be  occupied  by  the 
said  road,  or  sl^all  claim  damages  for  or  on  ac- 
count of  the  opening  or  laying  out  the  said  road 
throuf^h  his  or  her  land,  and  if  the  said  president 
and  directors  cannot  agree  with  such  pnoprietora 
respecting  the  same,  then  the  said  commissioners, 
at  the  request  of  either  partjT)  shall  appoint  a  day 
and  place  to  hear  and  decide  upon  sueh  claim, 
and  the  amount  of  compensation  and  damagea 
which  such  proprietor  shall  be  j^ntHlj^d  to  re- 
ceive from  the  saui  president,  directora^  and  coad- 
pany  thereof,  first  giving  twenty  days'  notice 
to  the  adverse  party,  his  or  her  agent  or  attorney 
in  fact,  or  other  legal  representative,  if  either 
shall  be  within  the  District  of  Colombia  $  and  if 
the  party  so  notified  shall  fail  to  attend,  or  if  the 
party  shall  be  an  infant  under  age,  non  com|>os 
mentis,  feme  covert,  or  absent  out  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  have  no  agent  or  legal  reprfr* 
sentative  therein,  then  the  said  commissioners 
may  proceed  ex  parte  to  hear  and  decide  the 
same;  and  the  award  of  them,  or  any  two  of 
them,  made  in  writing,  signed  by  them  or  any 
two  of  them,  shall  by  them  be  returned  to  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  for  the  county 
of  Washington,  within  ten  days  after  such  hear- 
ing, and  a  copy  thereof  shall,  within  ten  days 
after  such  return,  be  served  upon  snch  of  the  par- 
ties as  are  residents  in  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  if  such  award  be  not  at  the  session  of  tha 
said  circuit  court,  in  the  county  of  Washington, 
next  after  such  return  of  the  said  award  to  the 
clerk's  office,  be  set  aside  on  account  of  fraud  or 
partiality  in  the  said  commissioners^  or  other 
cause  deemed  sufficient  in  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  the  same  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  be- 
tween the  parties,  and  shall  be  recorded  by  the 
said  clerk ;  and  the  sum  so  awarded  being  paid 
to  the  said  clerk  for  the  use  of  the  person  entitled 
to  receive  the  same,  the  said  land,  mentioQed  and 
described  in  the  said  award,  shall  and  may  be 
taken  and  occupied  as  a  turnpike  road  and  public 
highway  forever.  And  the  said  commissioners, 
upon  completing  the  said  survey  of  the  said  road, 
snail  return  a  plat  and  certificate  of  such  survey 
to  the  said  clerc,  and  the  same  being  accepted  by 
the  said  court  shall  be  recorded  by  the  said  clerk, 
and  thereupon  the  road  so  laid  out  shall  be  taken, 
used,  and  occupied,  as  a  turnpike  road  and  public 
highway  forever ;  and  the  said  president,  airect- 
ors,  and  company,  may  thereupon  proceed  to 
enter  upon  the  same,  and  shall  cause  at.  least 
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twenty-foar  feet  in  breadth,  tbroaghoat  the  whole 
length  thereof,  to  be  made  an  artificial  road  of 
stone,  gravel,  or  other  hard  substance,  of  sufficient 
depth  or  thickness  to  secure  a  solid  and  firm  road, 
with  the  surface  as  smooth  as  the  materials  will 
admit,  and  so  nearly  level  that  it  shall  in  no  case 
rise  or  fall  more  than  an  angle  of  four  degrees 
with  a  horizontal  line;  and  the  said  road  shall 
thereafter  be  kept  in  good  and  perfect  repair ;  and 
wheresoever  upon  the  said  road  any  bridge  shall 
be  deemed  necessary,  the  same  shall  be  built  of 
sound  and  suitable  materials.    And  in  ease  either 
of  the  said  commissioners  die  or  refuse  to  act,  or 
become  incapacitated,  or  shall  be  removed  by  the 
court  for  misconduct,  the  said  court  may  appoint 
another  in  his  place,  and  when,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  said  president  and  directors,  the  said  road 
shall  be  completed  to  the  extent  of  twenty-four 
feet  in  breadth,  the  same  shall  be  examined  by 
the  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them ;  and 
if,  in  the  opinion  of  them,  or  any  two  of  them, 
the  said  road  should  have  been  completed  to  the 
extent  of  at  least  twenty-four  feet  in  breadth, 
according  ^0  the  meaning  of  this  act,  the^  shall 
certify  the  same  to  the  said  court,  or  the  judges 
thereof  out  of  court,  and  their  certificate  being 
accepted  by  the  said  court  or  any  two  judges 
thereof,  and  recorded,  the  said    president  and 
directors  shall  and  may  thereafter  erect  and  fix 
one  gate  and  turnpike  upon  and  across  the  s^id 
road,  to  collect  the  tolls  hereinafter  granted  to 
the  said  company;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them 
to  appoint  such  and  so  manv  toll-gatherers  as  they 
shall  deem  necessary,  to  collect  and  receive,  of  and 
from  all  and  everv  person  and  persons  using  the 
said  road,  the  tolls  and  rates  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, and  to  stop  any  person  or  persons  riding, 
leading,  or  driving  any  horses,  mules,  cattle, 
hogs,  sheep,  sulky,  chair,  chaise,  phaeton,  chariot, 
coach,  cart,  wagon,  sleigh,  sled,  or  any  carriage 
of  burden  or  pleasure,  from  passing  through  the 
said  gate,  until  the  said  tolls  shall  be  paid,  that  is 
to  say:  For  every  score  of  sheep,  five  cents;  for 
every  score  of  hogs,  five  cents;  for  every  score 
of  cattle,  ten  cents ;  and  so  in  proportion  for  any 
greater  or  less  number;  for  every  horse  or  mule 
with  a  rider,  three  cents;  for  every  stage  or  wag- 
on and  two  horses,  six  cents ;  for  either  carriage 
last  mentioned  with  four  hurses,  ten  cents;  ^r 
every  led  or  driven  horse  or  mule,  one  cent;  for 
every  sulky,  chair,  chaise,  or  carriage  of  pleasure, 
With  two  wheels  and  one  horse,  five  cents;  for 
every  coach,  chariot,  phaeton,  or  chaise,  with 
four  wheels  and  two  horses,  nine  cencs;  for  any 
of  the  said  carriages  last  mentioned,  with  four 
horses,  eleven  cents;  for  every  other  carriage  of 

{pleasure,  under  whatever  name  it  may  go,  the 
ike  sums,  according  [to]  the  number  of  wheels 
and  horses,  in  proportion  aforesaid;  for  every 
sled  or  sleigh  used  as  a  carriage  of  pleasure,  three 
cents  for  each  horse  drawing  the  same;  for  every 
sled  or  sleigh  used  as  a  carriage  of  burden,  two 
cents  for  each  horse  drawing  the  same;  for  every 
cart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  do  not  exceed  four 
inches  ia  breadth,  three  cents  for  each  horse 
drawing  the  same;   for  every  cart  or  wagon 


whose  wheels  shall  exceed  in  breadth  fooriKki, 
and  not  exceed  seven  inches,  one  and  a  half  tab 
for  every  horse  drawing  the  same;  for  eTmett 
or  wagon,  whose  wheels  shall  be  moretbuseTa 
inches  in  breadth,  and  not  more  thao  teniDcb, 
one  and  a  quarter  cents- for  every  horse  dnwia 
the  same ;  for  every  cart  or  wagon,  the  Mlk 
of  whose  wheels  shall  be  more  than  teiH  iockn, 
and  not  exceeding  twelve  ioches,  one  eeei  k 
every  horse  drawinjf  the  same; and  tbitiUsad 
carriages  as  aforesaid  to  be  drawn  bf  oxen,oflo 
be  drawn  by  part  oxen,  or  to  be  drawn  bf  ooki 
in  whole  or  part,  two  oxen  shall  beestioateds 
equal  to  one  horse,  in  charging  all  the  ifbreaii 
tolls,  and  every  mule  as  equal  to  one  horK. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  ii 
all  cases  where  stone,  gravel,  earth,  or  saoiskl 
be  necessary  for  making  or  repairing  the  saidra^ 
and  the  said  president,  directors,  and  eompuftf 
(Georgetown  and  Leesburg  tarnpike  roadcaisflt 
agree  for  the  same,  with  the  owner  thereof, iko, 
upon  application  by  the  said  president loddireei- 
ors,  or  any  person  authorized  bj  them,  to  ij 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  said  district  coort^ 
may,  if  he  see  cause,  by  warrant,  under  hiibw 
and  seal,  command  the  marshal  of  the  sail^ 
trict  to  summon  a  jury  of  thirteen  disioteitw 
persons,  qualified  to  serve  as  petit  jarors,iBt» 
said  circuit  court,  to  meet  at  the  place  wteif 
such  materials  maybe,  on  some  dtf ,  ooi  B«re 
than  ten  days  after  the  date  of  sachwimBjiM 
to  give  the  other  party  five  days'ircwf «  »* 
said  time  and  place,  if  such  party  be  W»»ia" 
the  District  of  Columbia;  andifaByoneottfte 
said  jurors  should  fail  to  attend  tl the ao«^«f 
and  place,  the  marshal  may  immedittelysQin«« 
talesmen  in  the  place  of  those  who  are  W 
and  shall  administer  an  oath  to  the  aid  ]m 
and  talesmen,  as  the  case  may  be.  justly  »«"■ 
partially  to  value  the  said  materials  iMWJ^ 
the  damage  which  the  owner  thereof  shail*»J 
by  the  taking  thereof  by  the  slid  pr««d««2 
directors  and  company  of  the  Geotgeto»a»» 
Leesburg  turnpike  road;  which  ^«l»""JJ 
assessment  of  damages,  made  by  ^'^^  *  1  j 
or  a  majority  of  them,  ihall  be  signed  bj t»"" 
marshal  and  the  jurors,  or  so  mwf  ".["L 
shall  agree  thereto,  and  be  returned  by  W"J 
shal  to  the  said  clerk  of  the  f^^^^^^Zu 
county  of  Washington,  to  be  by  him  rwww 
and  shall  be  conclusive  between  the  ^J^ 
a  copy  thereof  shall  be  delivered  to  «cj «  . 
parties  who  may  be  resident  in  the  yKw^ 
Columbia;  and  the  sum  so  «wardedana^ 
being  paid  to  the  snid  clerk  of  the  laid  c«% 
the  use  of  the  parly  entitled  thereto,  u^^ 
president  and  directors  may  proceed  «ob^4j 


carry  away  the  said  materials  so  wi°;Vj^ 

purposes  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  P'^'*"!^ 

ors,  and  company,  shall  pay  m«"".":^<^ 
^/>iiam  f/iP  kid  .Aririf^p*  in  snmmoniDgf  ^ 


dollars  for  his  services  in  ^^^^9^^;Jn^ 
pannelling  the  said  jury,  and  tikinj  w^    ^ 
ing  said  inquest,  and  two  dollars  to  eicn 
jurors  so  sworn.  .  .  fMil 

SBC.  7.  And  be  <«  ^^.f^.i.* 
the  purpose  of  ascerUtniog  w«  ''*«° 
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w  drawn  along  the  said  road,  in  any  wagon,  cart, 
>r  other  carriage  of  burden,  it  shall  a&d  may  be 
awful  for  the  said  president,  directors,  and  com- 
jany,  to  erect  and  establish  scales  and  weights,  at 
>r  near  the  gate  erected,  or  to  be  erected,  in  parsu- 
ince  of  this  act,  as  they  may  think  proper ;  and 
irhere  ther§  may  seem  reasonable  cause  to  sus- 
>ect  that  any  cart,  wagon,  or  other  carriage  of 
turden,  carries  a  greater  weight  than  is  or  shall 
^  by  law  allowable,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  toll 
gatherers,  or  other  persons  in  their  service  or  em- 
)loyment,  to  prevent  the  same  from  passing  such 
rate  or  turnpike,  until  such  cart^  wagon,  or  car* 
iage  of  burden,  shall  be  drawn  into  the  fixed  or 
irected  scales,  at  or  near  any  such  gate  or  turn- 
>ike,  and  the  weight  or  burden  drawn  therein 
iscertained  by  weighing  $  and  if  the  person  or 
persons  driving  or  having  care  or  charge  of  any 
uch  cart,  wason,  or  other  carriage  oi  burden, 
ball  refuse  to  drive  the  same  into  any.  such  scales 
or  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  person  or  persons 
o  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  said  president, 
lirectors.  and  company,  any  sum  not  less  than 
ire  dollars,  nor  more  than  eight  dollars^  to  be 
^covered  in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
ragon  or  other  carriage  with  four  wheels,  the 
ireadth  of  whose  wheels  shall  not  be  four  inches, 
hall  be  drawn  along  the  said  road  with  a  greater 
weight  thereon  than  three  tons  weight;  that  no 
uch  carriage^  the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall 
(Ot  be  seven  inches,  or,  being  six  inches  or  more, 
ball  roll  at  least  ten  inches,  shall  be  drawn  along 
he  said  road. with  more  than  five  tons;  that  no 
och  carriage,  the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall 
lot  be  ten  inches  or  more,  or,  being  less,  shall  not 
oil  at  least  twelve  inches,  shall  be  drawn  along 
he  said  road  with  more  than  eight  tons;  that  no 
;art  or  carriage,  with  two  wheels,  the  same 
»readth  of  wheels  as  the  wagons  aforesaid,  shall 
»e  drawn  along  the  said  road  with  more  than 
lalf  the  burden  of  weight  aforesaid;  and  if  any 
iart.  wagon,  or  carriage  of  burden  whatever, 
hall  be  drawn  along  the  said  road  with  a  greater 
weight  than  is  hereby  allowed,  the  owner  or 
iwners  of  such  carriage,  if  the  eicess  of  burden 
hall  be  three  hundred  weight  or  upwards,  shall 
brfeit  and  pay  four  times  the  customary  tolls, 
or  the  use  of  the  company:  Provided  always. 
Chat  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said 
company  by  their  by-laws  to  alter  any  or  all  the 
eguiations  herein  contained,  respecting  the  bur- 
lens  or  carriages  to  be  drawn  over  the  said  road, 
md  to  substitute  other  regulations,  if,  upon  ex- 
^riment,  such  alterations  shall  be  found  condu- 
it ve  to  the  public  good:  Provided  nevertheless^ 
That  such  regulations  shall  not  lessen  the  bur- 
lens  of  carriages  above  described. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
(resident  and  directors  of  the  said  company  shall 
teep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  fair  and  just  accounts 
»f  all  moneys  to  be  received  by  them  from  the 
aid  commissioners  first  herein  named,  and  from 
be  stockholders  or  subscribers  to  the  said  under- 
aking,  on  account  of  their  several  subscriptions 
rr  shares,  and  of  all  moneys  by  them  to  be  expend- 


ed in  the  prosecution  of  their  said  work,  and  shall 
once  at  least  in  every  year  submit  such  accounts 
to  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  until 
the  said  road  shall  be  completed,  and  until  the 
costs,  charges,  and  expenses  of  effecting  the  same, 
shall  be  fully  liquidated,  paid,  and  discharged; 
and  if,  upon  such  liouidation,  or  whenever  the 
whole  capital  stock  or  the  said  company  shall  be 
nearly  expended,  it  shall  be  found  that  the  said 
capital  stock  will  not  be  sufficient  to  complete  the 
said  road^  according  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  this  act.  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
said  stockholaers,  being  convened  according  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  their  by-laws  and 
rules,  to  increase  the  amount  to  be  paid  on  the 
shares  from  time  tb  time,  to  such  extent  as  shall 
be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  work,  and  to  de- 
mand and  receive  the  increased  amount  so  to  be 
required  on  such  shares,  in  like  manner  and  under 
the  like  penalties  as  are  hereinbefore  provided  for 
the  original  payments,  or  as  shall  be  provided  by 
their  by-laws. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  directors  shall  also  keep,  or  cause 
to  be  kept,  just  and  true  accounts  of  all  moneys 
to  be  received  by  their  collectors  of  tolls  at  the 
turnpike  gate  on  the  said  road,  and  shall  make 
and  declare  a  half  yearly  divicUnd  aforesaid,  in 
some  newspaper  printed  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  at  the  time  and  place  when  and  where 
the  same  will  be  paid,  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
paid  immediately. 

Seo.11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatitshall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  corporation  to  keep  the 
said  road  in  good  repair,  and  if,  by  neglect  of  their 
said  duty,  the  said  corporation  shall  at  any  time 
suffer  the  said  road  to  be  out  of  repair,  so  as  to 
be  unsafe  or  inconvenient  for  ^Misaengers,  the  eaid 
corporation  shall  be  liable  to  be  presented,  for  such 
neglect,  before  any  court  of  competent  jurisdic- 
tion, and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  to  pay,  the 
United  States  a  penalty  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  court;  and  shall 
also  be  responsible  for  all  damages  which  may 
be  sustained  by  any  person  or  persons,  in  conse- 
quence of  such  want  of  repair,  to  be  recovered  ia 
an  action  of  trespass  on  the  case,  in  any  court 
competent  to  try  the  same;  Provided  cUioaifs, 
and  it  is  farther  enacted,  That  whenever  the  net 
proceeds  of  tolls,  collected  on  said  road,  shall 
amount  to  a  sum  sufficient  to  reimburse  the  capi- 
tal which  shall  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
such  land  and  making  such  roads,  and  twelve 
per  cent,  interest  per  annum  thereon,  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  same 
shall  become  a  free  road,  and  tolls  shall  be  no 
longer  collected  thereon;  and  the  said  company 
shall  annually  make  returns  to  said  circuit  court, 
of  the  amount  of  tolls  collected,  and  of  their  ne- 
cessary expenses,  so  as  to  enable  said  circuit  court 
to  determine  when  said  tolls  shall  cease. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if 
any  person  or  persons  riding  in  or  driving  any 
carriage  of  anv  kind,  ur  leading,  riding,  or  driving, 
any  horses,  sheep,  bogs,  or  any  kind  of  cattle 
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whatever,  on  said  road,  shall  pass  tbroa^h  anjr 
private  gate,  hars,  or  feoce,  or  over  any  private 
wav  or  passage,  or  pass  through  any  toll  gate, 
under  any  pretended  privilege  or  exemption  to 
which  he,  she,  or  they,  may  not  be  entitled,  or 
do  any  act  or  thing  with  intent  to  lessen  or  evade 
the  tolls  for  passing  through  the  gate  established 
under  this  act,  such  person  or  persons,  for  every 
such  offence,  shall  forfeit  to  the  president  and 
directors  not  less  than  three,  nor  more  then  ten 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace,  with  costs,  in  the  same  manner  that  small 
debts  are  recoverable:  Provided,  That  it  shall 
hot  be  lawful  for  the  company  to  ask,  demand,  or 
receive,  from  or  for  persons  living  on  or  adjacent 
to  the  said  road,  who  may  have  occasioD  to  |mss 
by  said  road  upon  the  ordinary  business  relating 
to  their  farms,  so  far  as  the  same  may  in  its  limits 
extend  on  the  roads  respectively,  who  shall  not 
have  any  other  convenient  road  or  way  by  which 
they  may  pass  from  one  part  to  anotner  part 
thereof,  any  toll  for  passing  on  said  turnpike. 
Approved,  July  13, 1813. 

An  Act  providing  for  tlie  further  defence  of  the  ports 
snd  harbors  of  the  United  States. 

Be  ii  eiitzctedj  ^c,  That  the  President  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized,  whenever  the  same  shall 
be  deemed  necessary  for  the  defence  and  security 
of  afiy  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,  to  cause  to  be  hired  or  purchased,  hulks, 
or  other  means  of  impedimeDt  to  the  entrance  of 
the  ships  or  vessels  or  the  enemy,  to  be  sunk  with 
the  consent  of  the  proper  authority  of  the  State 
in  which  such  port  or  harbor  may  be,  and  the 
same  to  be  removed,  whenever  in  his  opinion  it 
nvay  be  done  with  safety  to  such  ports  or  harbors. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  to  de- 
fray any  expense  which  may  be  incurred  under 
thb  aet.  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  apppro- 
priated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otnerwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  July  16,  1813. 

An  Act  concerning  suits  and  costs  in  courts  of  the 

United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc>.  That,  whenever  there  shall 
be  several  actions  or  processes  against  persons 
who  might  legally  be  joined  in  one  action  or  pro- 
cess, touching  any  demand  or  matter  in  dispute 
before  a  court  of  the  United  States^  or  of  the  Ter- 
ritories thereof,  if  judgment  be  given  for  the  party 
pursuing  the  same,  such  party  shall  not  thereon 
recover  the  costs  of  more  than  one  action  or  pro- 
cess, unles3  special  cause  for  several  actions  or 
processes  shail  be  satisfactorily  shown  on  motion 
in  open  court. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever proceedings  shall  be  had  on  several  libels 
against  any  vessel  and  cargo  which  might  legally 
be  joined  in  one  libel  before  a  court  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  Territories  thereof,  there  shall 
not  be  allowed  thereon  more  costs  than  on  one 
libel,  unless  special  cause  for  libelling  the  vessel 


and  cargo  severally  shall  be  satisisietorily  Am 
as  aforesaid.  And,  in  proceediDgs  on  anoi 
libels  or  informations  against  any  cargo  or  prt 
of  cargo  or  merchandise  seized  as  forfeited  ftr 
the  same  cause,  there  shall  not  be  allowed  hj  ik 
court  more  costs  than  would  be  lawfol  oe  mc 
libel  or  information,  whaterer  may  be  the  nuaba 
of  owners  or  consignees  therein  eoiieeracd;lA 
allowance  may  be  made  on  one  libel  or  iafom- 
tion  for  the  costs  incidental  to  several  elaiflB: 
Provided,  That  in  case  of  a  claim  of  any  rtoA 
or  other  property  seized  on  behalf  of  the  UnM 
States  and  libelled  or  informed  against  as  fai- 
feited  under  any  of  the  laws  thereof,  if  jadgaieit 
shall  pass  in  favor  of  the  claimant,  he  shall  k 
entitled  to  the  same  upon  paying  only  his  e«i 
costs. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  wks^ 
ever  causes  of  like  nature,  or  reLatiTe  to  theaae 

Question,  shall  be  pending  before  a  court  of  tk 
fnited  States,  or  of  the  Territories  thereof^  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  to  make  saeh  orden 
and  roles  concerning  proceedings  therein  as  mtif 
be  conformable  to  the  principles  and  nsages  Be- 
longing to  eoorts  for  avoiding  unneceasary  ettt 
or  delay  in  the  adminiMTation  of  justice,  ni  mc- 
cordingly  causes  may  be  consoli&ied  as  to  tte 
court  shall  appear  reasonable.  And  iftrnj  attor- 
ney,  proctor,  or  other  person  admitted  to  mn^gi 
and  conduct  causes  in  a  eoort  of  the  United  SlMtet 
or  of  the  Territories  thereof,  shaU  appear  if  Atrv 
multiplied  the  proceedings  in  any  erase  befeve 
the  court,  80  as  to  increase  costs  DsrvasonaUy  and 
vexatiously,  such  person  may  be  reqn'ired  by  or- 
der of  court  to  satisfy  any  excess  ^  costs  so  \!^ 
eurred. 
Approved,  July  22, 1813. 


An  Act  for  the  remission  of  oertaia  duties  to 
syltania  Academy  of  Fine  Arts. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  all  duties  doe  lad 
payable  to  the  United  States  on  a  la^  kn  «f 
paintings  and  engravings,  owned  bj  the  PenasfV 
vania  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts,  imported  fiMi 
Halifax  to  Boston  in  the  year  eighteen  huaM 
and  twelve,  on  board  the  cartel  ship  Agnes,  k 
and  the  same  are  hereby  remitted. 

Approved,  July  22, 1813. 

An  Act  for  the  assessment  and  ooUecCioa  of  &<0 
taxes  and  internal  daties. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  for  the  parpoee  of  » 
sessing  and  collecting  direct  taxes  and  intoail 
duties,  there  shall  be  and  are  hereby  desigaafetf 
and  established  the  following  collection  dtsoKB, 
to  wit: 

The  State  of  New  Hampshire  shail  coatua 
five  collection  districts,  as  foUow:  The  fint  dif 
trict  shall  consist  of  the  county  of  Brockiafbaa; 
the  second,  of  the  county  of  Strafford  3  the  tM 
of  the  county  of  Hillsborough ;  the  fourth,  of  ik 
county  of  Cheshire;  and  the  fifth  of  the  ebaaotf 
of  Qrafton  and  Coos. 

The  Sute  of  Massaehoaetts  shall  contain  e^ 
een  collection  districts,  as  foUow:  The  fiistdt* 
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net  8h«U  eoDtist  of  the  eooaty  of  Wasbiogton ; 
he  second,  of  the  county  of  Haocock ;  tbe  third, 
»f  tbe  coantv  of  LidcoId  ;  the  fovrtb,  of  the  coua* 
y  of  Kenoebec;  tbe  fifth,  of  the  county  of  Som* 
Tset;  the  sixth,  of  the  coaoty  of  Oxford  $  the 
eveatb,  of  tbe  county  of  CumbeFland ;  tbe  eighth, 
»f  tbe  eounty  of  York ;  the  ninth,  of  the  county 
»f  Essex;  the  tenth,  of  tbe  county  (^Middlesex ; 
be  eleventh,  of  the  couiiiy  of  Suffolk ;  the  twelfth, 
i  tbe  ooonty  of  Norfolk;  the  thirteenth,  of  tbe 
loonty  of  Plymouth ;  tbe  fourteenth,  of  the  coon- 

Lof  Bristol;  tbe  fifteenth,  of  tbe  counties  of 
>nstable,Dokes,  and  Nantucket;  the  sixteenth, 
rf  tbe  eeonty  of  Worcester;  tbe  seventeeoth,  of 
he  counties  of  Hampshire,  Franklin,  and  Hamp- 
lea ;  and  tbe  eighteenth  of  tbe  county  of  Berk- 
hire. 

Tbe  State  of  Vermont  shall  contain  six  collec* 
ion  districts,  as  follow :  Tbe  first  shall  consist  of 
be  counties  of  Bennington  and  Rutland;  tbe 
econd,  of  tbe  county  of  Windham;  tbe  third,  of 
he  counties  of  Windsor  aad  Orange ;  the  fourth, 
if  the  counties  of  Addison  and  Chittenden ;  the 
ifth,  of  tbe  counties  of  Franklin  aad  Grand  Isle ; 
Ad  the  sixth  of  tbe  counties  of  Caledonia,  Essex, 
Ad  Orleans. 

Tbe  aforesaid  counties,  comprised  in  tbe  said 
istriots  contained  in  tbe  State  of  Vermont,  aball 
e  taken  to  comprehend  such  territory  as  was  in- 
luded  in  the  said  counties,  respectiyely,  prior  to 
he  formation  of  tbe  county  or  Jefferson  in  said 
tote. 

Tbe  State  of  Rhode  Island  shall  contain  three 
<diection  districts,  as  fellow:  Tbe  first  shall  con- 
ist  of  the  counties  of  Newport  and  Bristol ;  the 
econd,  of  tbe  countv  of  Providence ;  and  the  third 
if  the  counties  of  Washiogton  and  Kent. 

Tbe  State  of  Connecticut  shali  contain  seven 
EoUection  districts,  as  follow :  The  first  shall  con- 
ist  of  tbe  county  of  Litchfield ;  tbe  second,  of  tbe 
iounty  of  Fairfield ;  the  third,  of  the  county  of 
lew  Havea ;  tbe  fourth,  of  tbe  county  of  Har- 
brd ;  the  fifth,,  of  the  eounty  of  New  London ; 
he  sixth,  of  the  county  of  Middlesex ;  and  the 
erenth  of  tbe  counties  of  Windham  and  Tolland. 

Tbe  Slate  of  New  York  shall  contain  twenty- 
ight  coUeelion  districts,^  as  follow:  Tbe  first 
ball  consist  of  tbe  counties  of  Suffolk,  Queens, 
nd  Kings;  tbe  second,  of  tbe  city  and  eomty  of 
■lew  York ;  tbe  third,  of  tbe  county  of  Westcnes- 
tr ;  tbe  fourth,  of  Duchess  eounty ;  tbe  fifth,  of 
he  counties  of  Orannre  and  Rockland ;  tbe  sixth, 
if  tbe  counties  of  UlsCer  aad  SuUiran ;  the  ser- 
oth,  of  the  county  of  Schoharie ;  tbe  eighth,  of 
he  oountT  of  Columbia ;  tbe  ninth,  of  tbe  county 
)f  Rensselaer;  tbe  tenth,  of  tbe  county  of  Wash- 
■gton ;  tbe  eleventh,  of  the  county  oi  Saratoga ; 
he  twelfth,  of  tbe  counties,  of  filssex,  Clinton,  and 
l^ranklia;  tbe  thirteenth,  of  tbe  counties  of  Al- 
Niny  and  Schenectady ;  tbe  fourteenth*  of  tbe 
Monnty  of  Montgomery ;  tbe  fifteenth,  of  tbe  conn- 
y  of  iierkimer ;  tbe  sixteenth,  of  the  eounty  of 
>aeida ;  tbe  seventeenth,  of  the  counties  of  Lewis, 
Efl&raon,  and  St.  Lawrence;  tbe  eighteenth,  of 
Jie' county  of  Otsego;  the  nineteenth,  of  tbe 
insAty  of  Obenango ;  tbe  twentieth,  of  the  county 


of  Madison;  tbe  twenty-first,  of  tbe  oounties  of 
Tioaa,  Broome,  and  Steuben ;  tbe  twenty-second^ 
of  the  counties  of  Onandago  and  Cortland ;  tbe 
twenty-third  of  tbe  counties  of  Cayuga  and  Sen* 
eca ;  the  twenty-fourth,  of  the  county  of  Ontario; 
tbe  twenty-fifth,  of  the  counties  of  Gknesee,  Nir 
agara,Cbautaque,Cataraugus,and  Alleghany;  tbe 
twenty-sixth,  of  tbe  county  of  Richmond;  tbe 
twenty-seventh,  of  tbe  county  of  Greene ;  and  tbe 
twenty-eighth  of  tbe  county  of  Delaware. 

Tbe  State  of  New  Jersey  shall  contain  six  col*- 
lection  districts,  as  follow :  Tbe  first  shall  consist 
of  tbe  counties  of  Bergen  and  Essex ;  the  seceody 
of  tbe  counties  of  Sussex  aad  Morris;  the  tbindi, 
of  the  counties  of  Somerset  and  Hunterdon ;  tbe 
fourth,  of  tbe  counties  of  Middlesex  and  Mou^ 
mouth;  the  fifth,  of  tbe  counties  of  Burlington 
and  Gloucester ;  and  tbe  sixth  of  tbe  counties  of 
Salem,  Cumberland,  and  Cape  May. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  shall  contain  twenr 
ty-three  collection  districts,  as  follow:  The  firat 
shall  consist  of  tbe  city  of  Philadelphia;  the 
second,  of  tbe  county  of  Philadelphia ;  tbe  tbiedv 
of  tbe  counties  of  Chester  aad  Delaware;  tbe 
fourth,  of  tbe  county  of  Montgomery;  the  &&k, 
of  tbe  county  of  Bucks ;  tbe  sixth,  or  tbe  connl^ 
of  Lancaster ;  tbe  seventh,  of  tbe  counties  of  York 
and  Adams ;  the  eighth,  of  tbe  eounties  of  North- 
ampton aad  Wayne ;  tbe  ninth,  of  tbe  county  of 
Berks ;  tbe  tenth,  of  tbe  county  of  Dauphin ;  tbe 
eleventh,  of  the .  counties  of  Cumberland  and 
Franklin ;  the  twelfth,  of  the  county  of  Nortbun- 
berland ;  tbe  thirteenth,  of  the  counties  of  Mifflin 
and  Huntingdon ;  tbe  fourteenth,  of  tbe  counties 
of  Bedford,  Somerset,  and  Cambria ;  the  fifteenlhi 
of  the  counties  of  Fayette  and  Greene ;  tbe  silt- 
teenth,  of  tbe  county  of  Washington ;  tbe  seveo- 
leenth,  of  the  counties  of  Aliegbany  and  Ann- 
stroan ;  tbe  eighteenth,  of  tbe  counties  of  Wesl- 
moreland  and  Indiana;  the  nineteenth,  of  tl^ 
counties  of  Centre,  Clearfield,  Pouer,  Jefferson, 
and  McKean;  the  twentieth,  of  tbe  county  ef 
Luzerne,  having  tbe  same  limits  as  it  had  beme 
the  counties  of  Sasquebaonah  and  Bradford  weie 
laid  off;  tbe  twenty-first,  of  tbe  counties  of  Ly- 
coming and  Tioga,  tbe  »anie  having  tbe  limits  as 
it  had  before  the  county  of  Bradford  was  laid 
off;  tbe  twenty-second,  of  tbe  counties  of  Mer- 
cer, Butler,  aad  Beaver ;  and  tbe  twenty-third  of 
tbe  counties  of  Crawford,  Venango,  Krie,  and 
Warren. 

Tbe  State  of  Delaware  shall  cob  tain  three  cqI- 
ieotion  districts,  as  follow :  Tbe  first  shall  con- 
sist of  tbe  county  of  Newcastle ;  the  second,  of 
the  county  of  Kent ;  and  tbe  third,  of  the  county 
of  Sussex. 

Tbe  State  of  Maryland  shall  contain  nine  col- 
lection districts,  as  follow:  The  first  shall  consist 
of  the  counties  of  Somerset,  Worcester,  and  Dof- 
cbester ;  tbe  second,  of  tbe  counties  of  Talbpl, 
Clueen  Anne,  and  Caroline;  tbe  third,  of  thp 
counties  of  Kent,  Cecil,  aad  Harford ;  tbe  fourtb« 
of  tbe  city  and  county  of  Baltimore ;  tbe  fifth,  qt 
tbe  counties  of  Anne  Arundel  and  Prince  Georfis; 
tbe  sixth,  of  the  counties  of  Calver^  St.  MaryV 
and  Charles;   the  seventh,  of  tbe  counties  91 
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Montgomery  and  Frederick;  the  eighth,  of  the 
couDty  of  WashiDgton ;  and  the  ninth,  of  the 
eoQnty  of  Allegany. 

The  State  of  Virginia  ftball  contain  twenty-six 
collection  districts,  as  follow  :  The  first  shall  con- 
sist  of  the  counties  of  Lee,  Russell,  Washington, 
Wythe,  and  Grayson  ;  the  second  of  the  counties 
of  Montgomery,  Tazewell,  Giles,  Monroe,  and 
Botetourt :  the  third  of  the  counties  of  Greenbri- 
ar,  Kanhawa,  Cabell,  and  Mason ;  the  fourth,  of 
the  counties  of  Harrison,  Wood,  and  Randolph ; 
the  fifth,  of  the  counties  of  Monongalia,  Ohio,  and 
Brooke;  the  sixth,  of  the  counties  of  Bath,  Pen- 
dleton, Hardy,  and  Hampshire ;  the  seventh,  of 
the  counties  of  Rockbridge  and  Augusta;  the 
eighth,  of  the  counties  of  Rockingham  and  Shen- 
andoah ;  the  ninth,  of  the  counties  of  Frederick, 
Berkley,  and  Jefferson  ;  the  tenth,  of  the  counties 
of  Bedford,  Patrick,  Henry,  and  Franklin;  the 
eleventh,  of  the  counties  of  Campbell,  Charlotte, 
Pittsylvania,  and  Halifax;  the  twelfth,  of  the 
counties  of  Mecklinburg,  Lunenburg.  Brunswick, 
and  Nottaway ;  the  thirteenth,  of  the  counties  of 
Prince  Edward,  Buckingham,  Cumberland,  and 
Amelia ;  the  fourteenth,  of  the  counties  of  Pow- 
iilitan,Chesterfield,  Dinwiddie,and  Prince  George; 
Che  fifteenth,  of  the  counties  of  Greensville,  Sus- 
sex. Southampton,  and  Surry ;  the  sixteenth,  of 
the  counties  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Nansemond^ 
Norfolk,  and  Princess  Anne;  the  seventeenth,  ot 
the  counties  of  Elizabeth  City,  Warwick,  York, 
^mes  City,  and  New  Kent ;  the  eighteenth,  of 
the  counties  of  Charles  City,  Henrico,  Gooch- 
land, and  Hanover;  the  nineteenth,  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Amherst,  Nelson,  Albemarle,  and  Fluvan- 
nah;  the  twentieth,  of  the  counties  of  Orange, 
Madison,  and  Culpepper;  the  twenty-first,  of  the 
oounties  of  Fauquier,  Prince  William,  and  Stan- 
ford ;  the  twenty-second,  of  the  counties  of  Lon- 
don and  Fairfax ;  the  twenty-third,  of  the  counties 
of  Spottsylvania,  Louisa,  and  Caroline;  the  twen- 
ty-fourth, of  the  counties  of  King  George,  West- 
moreland, Richmond,  Northumberland,  and  Lan- 
caster; the  twenty-fifth,  of  the  counties  of  King 
William,  King  and  Clueen,  Esse*,  Middlesex, 
Gloucester,  and  Matthews;  and  the  twenty-sixth, 
of  the  counties  of  Accomack  and  Northampton. 

The  Stale  of  North  Carolina  shall  contain 
thirteen  collection  districts,  as  follow :  The  fir.<tt 
shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Currituck,  Cam- 
den, Pasquotank,  Perquimans,  Gates,  Chowan, 
and  Hertford ;  the  second,  of  the  counties  of  Ber- 
tie, Martin,  Northampton,  and  Halifax ;  the  third, 
of  the  counties  of  Washington,  Tyrrel,  Hyde, 
Pitt,  Edgecombe,  and  Beaufort;  the  fourth,  of 
the  counties  of  Green,  Craven,  Carteret,  Jones, 
Lenoir,  Johnston,  and  Wayne ;  the  fifth,  of  the 
counties  of  Warren,  Franklin,  Nash,  and  Gran- 
rille  ;  the  sixth,  of  the  counties  of  Onslow.  New 
Hanover,  Duplin,  Sampson,  Brunswick,  Bladen, 
and  Columbus ;  the  seventh,  of  the  counties  of 
Cumberland,  Robertson,  Montgomery,  Richmond. 
Anson,  and  Moore ;  the  eighth  of  the  counties  ot 
Wake,  Orange,  and  Person ;   the  ninth,  of  the 
counties  of  Rockingham,  Caswell,  Guilford,  and 
Siokes ;  the  tenth,  of  the  counties  of  Rowan,  Ran- 


dolph, and  Chatham;  the elerenth, of  ikaa*  * 
ties  of  Lincoln,  Mecklenbars,  and  Ctbirm;)|t 
twelfth,  of  the  counties  of  Bttocomb,Hiji«i 
Burke,  and   Rutherford,  the  thirteeotLofik 
counties  of  Snrry,  Wilkes,  Iredell,  iDd  Ask 

The  State  of  Ohio  shall  coDtain  Dioe  coUeetiM 
districts,  as  follow :  The  first  shall  coosisiof ik 
counties  of  Hamilton,  Batler,  Warreo,  Qiiia 
and  Clermont;  the  second,  of  the  emmi 
Greene,  Montgomery,  Preble,  Miami,aBdGkifr 
paigne ;  the  third,  of  the  couoties  of  Pieknif, 
Franklin,  Madison,  Delaware,  KDOx,Lieldii.ui 
Fairfield ;  the  fourth,  of  the  eooiitiei  of  Rta 
Athens,  Gallia,  Sciota,  Adams,  Highiud,iii 
Fayette;  the  fifth,  of  the  eoantiei of  WukiY 
ton,  Muskingum,  Tuscarawas,  aad  Goeracf; 
the  sixth,  of  the  counties  of  Belmont lodJiw 
son  ;  the  seventh,  of  the  coQDtiaofColoaiiui 
and  Starke ;  the  eighth,  of  the  coantiesof!^ 
bull  and  Ashtabula;  the  DiDth,oftbeeoaiiiBtf 
Geauga,  Cayaho^  and  Portage. 

The  State  of  Kentucky  shaU  cootiiD  taai' 
lection  districts,  as  follow :  The  first dislrietikl 
consist  of  the  counties  of  Clark,  Estill,  Moitgoa 
ery,  Bath,  Fleming,  Greenap,  and  Floyd;  ik 
second,  of  the  counties  of  Fajette,  imam 
and  Woodford  ;  the  third,  of  thecooatiesofSetfii 
Harrison,  Pendleton,  Campbell,  BooBe,GalliQi; 
and  Franklin ;  the  fourth,  of  theeoontieiof W 
bon,  Nicholas,  Bracken,  Mason,  and  l^'i^ 
fifth,  of  the  counties  of  Lirin^noB,  CiH^ 
Christian,  Breckenridge.  Ohia,  Gnjsot,U9lf»' 
burg,  Henderson,  Hopkins,  aDdUu«;(ieo^'^ 
of  the  counties  of  Barren,  Waim,  Ui^^' 
ler,  and  Cumberland;  the  sereiOi,Q(^«^ 
ties  of  Mercer,  Garrard,  Madison,ttdCUy;  At 
eighth,  of  the  counties  of  BaUitL^i^Sfm^a^ 
4ry.  and  Shelby ;  the  ninth,  of  tbecoutifiorutr 
coin,  Rockcastle,  Knox,  Pulaski,  WiyWt  jJJ 
and  Casey;  and  the  tenth,  of  the  eoQBUei«W 
din.  Nelson,  Washington,  aod  Green.         , 

The  State  of  South  Carolioa  sbtll  ««|^ 
nine  collection  districts,  as  follow:  Tbe"(M» 
consist  of  the  district  of  Cbarleston;  theiecw 
of  the  districto  of  Colleton  and  6eiotort;» 


the  districu  of  Pendleton  aod  Ofeeonlie'> 
sixth,  of  the  districts  of  Laurens,  Newberrj,i* 
Fairfield ;  the  seventh,  of  the  distrieu  of  bF 
tanburg.  Union,  York,  and  Chester;  the  fljj 
of  the  districts  of  Lancaster,  Sampler,  iww 
and  Chesterfield  ;  and  the  ninth,  of  ifc«  *2 
of  Georgetown,  Horry,  Mariosn,  Marlww' 
Darlington,  and  Williamsbaigb.  .  ^ 
The  State  of  Tennessee  sl»«lA  conittB  *2 
lection  districts,  as  foUow:  The  fintshiU*^ 
of  the  counties  of  Washington,  SnlliTiB|Wr 
Hawkins,  and  Carter;  the  second, rf the cjj! 
of  Claiborne,  Granger,  Jefferson.  Kdoi,  W 
Sevier,  and  Blount ;  the  third,  of  ti>e  f»^^ 
Anderson.  CampbeU,  Roan  JBledsoe,  Rheiir! 
ton.  White,  Warren,  and  Franklin;  the  i»»J 
of  the  couoties  of  Smith,  Jackson,  »>f<^ 
Wilson ;  the  fifth,  of  the  countieB  of  i*"^ 
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UiamsoD,  Rutherford.  Bedford,  and  Liocoln ; 
I  the  sixth,  of  the  eouDties  of  Maurjr,  Giles, 
ikmao,  Hamphreys,  Stewart,  Dixon.  Mont* 
aery,  aad  Robertson. 

rhe  State  of  Georgia  shall  contain  six  coUec- 
I  districts,  as  follow :  The  first  shall  consist  of 
counties  of  Chatham,  Bryan,  Liberty,  Mela- 
1,  Glynn,  Camden,  Wayne,  Effingham,  Bul- 
c,  and  Tatnall;  the  second,  of  the  counties  of 
iveo,  Burke,  Richmond,  Jefferson,  Washing- 
,  and  Montgomery ;  the  third,  of  the  counties 
Columbia,  Warren,  Hancock,  and  Greene ;  the 
rth,  of  the  counties  of  Lincoln,  Wilkes,  Elbert, 
Franklin  ^  the  fifth,  of  the  counties  of  Ogle- 
"pe,  Jackson,  Clark,  and  Morsan;  and  the 
b,  of  the  counties  of  Laurens,  Fulaski,  Wilk- 
n,  Telfair,  Twiggs,  Baldwin,  Jones,  Putnam, 
Jasper,  formerly  called  Randplph. 
nd  the  State  of  Louisiana  shall  contain  four 
action  districts,  as  follow :  The  first  shall  con- 
of  the  counties  of  Concordia,  Ouachitta,  Na- 
oches,  and  Rapides ;  the  second,  of  the  coun* 
of  Lefourche,  Opelonsas,*and  Attakapas ;  the 
1.  of  the  counties  of  Orleans,  Gkrman  Coast, 
dia,  Iberville,  and  Point  Coupee;  and  the 
th,  of  the  parishes  of  Feliciana,  East  Baton 
ge,  Saint  Helena,  and  Saint  Tammany, 
he  several  counties  and  districts  heretofore 
Derated  shall  be  held,  in:  reference  to  this  act, 
3  such,  and  with  the  same  boundaries  as  they 
at  the  time  of  taking  the  third  census  or  enu- 
itioD  of  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  and 
'e  9Lny  newcountj  or  district  shall  hare  been, 
sreafter  may  be,  formed  within  any  State,  out 
ay  one  or  more  of  the  counties  or  districts 
}o»ing  any  one  of  the  said  collection  districts, 
new  county  or  district  shall  be  considered 
art  of  such  collection  district ;  and  if  such 
couDty  shall  have  been  or  hereafter  shall  be 
ed  out  of  the  counties  lying  in  different  col- 
DD  districts,  then  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas^ 
(hall  determine  to  which  of  such  collection 
icts  it  shall  belong. 

so,  2.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted,  That  one 
Bior  and  one  principal  assessor  shall  be  sp- 
ied for  each  or  the  said  collection  districts, 
ahall  be  a  respectable  freeholder  and  reside 
ID  the  same;  and  if  the  appointment  of  the 
collectors,  or  any  of  them,  shall  not  be  made 
ig  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  Presi- 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  is  hereby 
>wered  to  make  such  appointments  during 
eceas  of  the  Senate,  by  granting  commis- 
,  which  shall  eipire  at  the  end  of  their  next 

>n. 

o  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
e  priDcipal  assessors  shall  divide  his  district 
t  coDvenient  number  of  assessment  districts, 
ID  each  of  which  he  shall  appoint  one  re* 
able  freeholder  to  be  assistant  assessor:  Pro- 
l^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
ad  hereby  is,  authorized  to  reduce  the  num- 
f  assessment  districts  in  any  collection  dis- 
ia  any  State,  if  the  number  shall  appear  to 
Co  be  too  great;  i^nd  each  assessor  so  ap- 
ed, and  accepting  the  appointment,  shalli  be- 


fore he  enters  on  the  duties  of  his  appointment, 
take  and  subscribe,  before  some  competent  magis- 
trate, or  some  collector  to  be.  appointed  by  this 
act,  (who  is  hereby  empowered  to  administer  the 
same,)  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit : 
"  I,  A  B,  do  swear  or  affirm  (as  the  case  may  be) 
that  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  skill, 
and  judgment,  diligently  and  faithfully  execute 
the  office  and  duties  of  assessor  fur  (naming  the 
assessment  district)  without  favor  or  partiality, 
and  that  I  will  do  equal  right  and  justice,  m 
every  case  ia  which  I  shall  act  as  assessor."  And 
a  certificate  of  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  collector  of  the  district  for  which 
such  assessor  shall  be  appointed;  and  every  as- 
sessor acting  in  the  said  office,  without  having 
taken  the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  one  hundred  dollars,  one  moiety  to  the 
use  of  the  United  Statics,  and  the  other  to  him 
who  shall  first  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered 
with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  having  compe- 
tent jurisdiction. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  itfuriker  enacted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  establish  regula- 
tions suitable  and  necessary  for  carry  in j^  this  act 
into  effect ;  which  regulations  shall  be  bmding  on 
each  assessor  in  the  performance  of  the  duties 
enjoined  by  or  under  this  act ;  and  also  frame  in- 
structions for  the  said  assessors,  pursuant  to  which 
instructions,  and  whenever  a  direct  tax  shall  be 
laid  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  the 
said  principal  assessors  shall,  respectively,  on  such 
day  as  may  be  fixed  by  law  laying  such  a  tax,  di- 
rect and  cause  the  several  assistant  assessors  in 
the  district,  to  inquire  after  and  concerning  all 
lands,  lots  of  ground  with  their  improvements, 
dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  made  liable  to  taxa- 
tion, under  any  direct  tax  so  laid  by  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  by  reference  as  well  to  any 
lists  of  assessment  or  collection  taken  under  the 
laws  of  the  respective  States,  as  to  any  other 
records  or  documents,  and  by  all  other  lawful 
ways  and  means,  and  to  value  and  enumerate 
the  said  objects  of  taxation  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  this  act,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
regulations  and  instructions  above  mentioned. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when- 
ever a  direct  tax  shall  be  laid  by  authority  of  the 
United  States,  the  same  shall  be  assessed  and  laid 
on  the  value  of  all  lands^  lots  of  ground  with 
their  improvements,  dwelling-housed,  and  slaves, 
which  several  articles  subject  to  taxation,  shall 
be  enumerated  and  valued  by  the  respective  as- 
sessors, at  the  rate  each  of  them  is  worth  in  mo- 
ney: Provided,  however,  That  all  property  of 
whatever  kind,  coming  within  any  of  the  tore- 

foing  descriptions,  and  belonging  to  the  United 
itates  or  any  State,  or  permanently  or  specially 
exempted  from  taxation  by  the  laws  of  the  State 
wherein  the  same  may  be  situated,  shall  be  ex- 
empted from  the  aforesaid  enumeration  and  valu- 
ation, and  from  the  direct  tax  aforesaid. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
respective  assistant  assessors  shall,  immediately 
after  being  required,  as  aforesaid  by  the  principal 
assessor,  proceed  through  every  part  of  their  re* 
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speetiTC  districts,  ainl  sbsli  require  all  persons 
own  rag,  possessing,  or  bavioft  the  care  or  ohw- 
agement  of  any  lands,  lots  of  groand,  dwelliog- 
hoases,  or  slayes,  hfing  aod  beiog  within  the  ecu* 
lection  district  where  they  reside,  and  liable  to 
the  direct  ta^,  as  aforesaid,  to  deliver  written 
lists  of  the  same,  which  lists  shall  be  made  in 
such  manner  as  may  be  directed  by  the  principal 
assessor,  and  as  far  as  practicable,  conformably  to 
those  which  may  be  required  for  the  same  pur- 
pose,  under  the  authority  of  the  respective  States. 
Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  if  any 

Kerson,  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  prepared  to  ez- 
ibit  a  written  list  when  required,  and  shall  con- 
sent to  disclose  the  particulars  of  any  and  all  the 
lands,  lots  of  ground,  with  their  improvements, 
dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  taxable  as  aforesaid, 
then,  and  in  such  case,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  officer  to  make  such  list,  which  beiog  dis- 
tinctly read  and  consented  to,  shall  be  received  as 
the  list  of  such  person. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  furtfur  enacted,  That  if  any 
such  person  shall  deliver  or  disclose  to  any  as- 
sessor appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  aet,  and 
requiring' a  list  or  lists,  as  aforesaid,  any  false  or 
fraudulent  list,  with  intent  to  defeat  or  evade  the 
▼aluation  or  enumeration  hereby  intended  to  be 
made,  such  person  so  offending,  and  being  there- 
of convicted,  before  any  court  having  competent 
jurisdiction,  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  eiceeding 
five  hundred  dollars,  nor  less  than  one  hundred 
dollars^  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  shall 
pav  all  costs  and  charges  of  prosecution ;  and  the 
valuation  and  enumeration  required  by  this  act, 
shall,  in  all  such  cases,  be  made,  as  aforesaid,  up- 
on lists,  according  to  the  form  above  described,  to 
be  made  out  by  the  assessors  respectively,  which 
lists  the  said  assessors  are  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  make,  according  to  the  best  informa- 
tion they  can  obtain,  and  for  the  purpose  of  ma- 
king which  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  enter 
into  and  upon,  all  and  singular,  the  premises,  re- 
spectively ;  and  from  the  valuation  and  enumer- 
ation so  made  there  shall  be  no  appeal. 

Sbc  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
any  person  shall  be  absent  from  his  place  of  resi- 
dence, at  the  time  an  assessor  shall  call  to  receive 
the  list  of  such  person,  it  shall  be  the  doty  of 
such  assessor  to  leave,  at  the  house  or  place  of 
residence  of  such  person,  a  written  note  or  mem- 
orandum, requiring  him  to  present  to  such  as- 
sessor the  list  or  lists  required  by  this  act,  within 
ten  days  from  the  date  of  such  note  or  memo- 
random. 

Sec.  10.  Andbeii  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  on  being  notified  or  required,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  such  list  or  lists  as 
aforesaid,  within  the  time  required  by  this  act,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  for  the  assess- 
m'ent  district,  within  which  such  person  shall  re- 
side, and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  enter  into  and  upon  the  lands,  dwelling-houses, 
and  premises,  if  it  be  necessary,  of  such  person 
so  refusing  or  neglecting,  and  to  make,  according 
to  the  best  information  which  he  can  obtain,  and 
tm  hts  own  view  and  information,  soeb  lists  of 


the  lands,  lots  of  gfouad  wiA 
meats,  dwelliog-hooaea,  and  slsvea,  ovaati )» 
sessed,  or  onder  the  care  or  niAiiag^iBem  cf  nA 
person,  as  are  required  by  this  aec  ;  which K*, 
so  naue  and  subaeribed  by  anelr  asseasor,  sht&k 
taken  and  reputed  as  good  awl  snffieieot  liiaitf 
the  persons  and  property  for  naiuch  such  pa« 
is  to  be  taxed  for  the  purposes  ef  tbis  act;  ■! 
the  person  so  failing  or  negieetia^,  aaless  is  ca 
of  sickness  or  absence  froai  koae,  alialJ,flio» 
over,  forfeit  and  pay  the  saoa  of  one  haaM 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  for  the  use  of  tha  Uaiai 
States,  with  costs  of  suit,  in  aay  eeart  bati^ 
competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  11.  Amdbeitfurtherenacted^T^M^^^ 
ever  there  shall  be  inaay  asaesameat  distnet}«| 
property,  lands^  lots  of  groaad,  dweUiag^-kom^ 
or  slaves,  not  owned  or  posseased  by,  or  aaikr  tftt 
care  or  management  of,  aay  peraoa  or  paisfls 
withm  such  disuict,  and  liable  to  be  uaai  u 
aforesaid,  and  no  list  of  which  shall  be  tnasm^ 
ted  to  the  principal  assessor  ia  the  maaaer  ^ 
vided  by  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  daty  of  tk  » 
sessor  for  such  a  district  and  he  is  hereby  aolft» 
ized  and  required,  to  enter  into  and  apoa  the  ltd 
estate,  if  it  be  necessary,  aad  take  suck  nm 
thereof  aad  of  tbe  slaves  of  soeh  abaeat  psnaai^ 
of  which  lists  are  required,  aad  to  make  has  of 
the  same  according  to  the  form  pieaeiibed  iy  dv 
act,  which  lists,  beiog  subscribe  by  the  said  as- 
sessor, shall  be  taken  aad  reputed  as  good  udmf- 
ficient  lists  of  such  property  aader  and  ^  the 
purposes  of  tbis  aet. 

Seo.  12.  And  be  U further  anded,  That  the 
owners,  possessors,  or  persoas  having  ihe  case  aad 
management  of  lands,  lots  of  groaad,  dw«^ttin^ 
bouses  aod  slaves,  not  lying  or  being  within  lbs 
assessment  district  in  which  they  reside^  dia&  ks 
permitted  to  make  out  and  ddiver  the  listthere^ 
re<|uired  by  thbaet,  (provided  the  assessBMat di» 
trict  in  which  the  said  objects  of  taxation  liesr 
be,  is  therein  distinctly  stated,)  at  the  timeiad  ia 
the  manner  prescribed,  to  the  asseaaor  of  thesa- 
sessment  district  wbereiv  such  persons  fCHie- 
And  it  shall  be  tbe  doty  of  the  assistant  aassi 
in  all  such  eases,  to  transmit  sach  lists  at  ihei 
and  in  the  manner  prescn'bed  for  the  trani 
of  tbe  lists  of  the  objects  of  taxation,  lying aai  b» 
ing  within  their  respective  assessment  diatricis^a 
the  principal  assessor  &[  their  colleetion  dhira| 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  transmit  themttth 
prineiiHil  assessor  of  the  eollectioa  district  wkam 
the  said  objects  of  taxatioa  shall  lie  or  be,  in 
laediatelv  after  the  receipt  thereof,  and  che«i 
lists  shall  be  valid  and  sufficient  for  the  pannt 
of  this  act ;  and,  oa  the  delivery  of  etrary  saakistr 
the  person  making  and  delivering  tiie  aamtshdi 
pay  to  the  assistant  assessor  one  dollar,  oae  kilf 
whereof  be  shall  remin  to  his  own  aan,  aad  Ih 
other  half  thereof  he  shall  pay  over  to  the  pina 
pal  assessor  of  bis  district  for  the  use  ef  saehpsr 
cipal  assessor. 

Sfic.  18.  And  be  itfmrtker  emeted^  That  ik 
lisu  aforesaid  shall  be  taken  with  rafrmacc  to  ik 
day  fixed  for  that  purpose  by  the  net  cr  aen^ 
Congiess  laying  the  tax  or  iaxas;  na4i  thcm^ 
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d  (be  eoilector  shall  render  a  distinct  account 
charges  incurred  in  offering  and  advertising 
sale  such  property,  and  shall  pay  into  the 
«asury  the  surplus,  if  any  there  be,  of  the  afore- 
d  addition  of  twenty  per  centum,  or  ten  per 
itnm,  ail  the  ease  may  be,  after  defraying  the 
d  charges. 

3cc.  23.  Afid  be  UJurther  enacted^  That  with 
ipect  to  property  lying  within  any  collection 
ttrict,  not  owned,  occupied,  ,or  superintended 
some  person  residing  therein,  and  on  which 
s  tax  shall  not  have  been  paid  to  the  collector 
Ihin  ninety  days  after  the  day  on  which  he 
ill  have  received  the  collection  lists  from  the 
acipal  assessor,  the  collector  shall  transmit 
ts  of  the  same  to  one  of  the  collectors  within 
\  same  State,  to  be  designated  for  that  purpose 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  And  the  col- 
tor  who  shall  have  been  thus  designated  by 
\  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shall  transmit  re- 

Iits  for  all  the  lists  received  as  aforesaid,  to  the 
ectors  transmiting  the  same,  and  the  collectors 
IS  designated  in  each  State  by  the  Secretary 

the  Treasury,  shall  cause  notifications  of  the 
:eR  due  as  aforesaid,  and  contained  in  the  list:! 
IS  transmitted  to  them,  to  be  published  for  sixty 
^s  in  at  least  one  of  the  newspapers  published 
the  State;  and  the  owners  of  the  property  on 
iich  such  taxes  may  be  due  shall  be  permitted 
pay  to  such  collector  the  said  tax  with  an  ad- 
ion  of  ten  per  centum  thereon:  Provided^ 
ch  payment  is  made  within  one  year  after 
I  day  on  which  the  collector  of  the  district, 
ere  such  property  lies,  had  notified  that  the 
;  had  become  due  on  the  same. 
3ec.  24.  And  be  UJurther  enacted^  That  when 
f  tax,  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  remained  unpaid 

the  term  of  one  year  as  aforesaid,  the  collector 
the  State  where  the  property  lies,  and  who 
ill  have  been  designated  by  the  Secretary  of 
!  Treasury  as  aforesaid,  having  first  advertised 
!  same  for  sixty  days,  in  at  least  one  newspaper 
the  State,  shall  proceed  to  sell,  at  public  sale, 
much  of  the  said  propertylas  may  be  necessary 
Mitisfy  the  taxes  due  thereon,  together  with  an 
iition  of  twenty  per  centum  thereon.  If  the 
»perty  advertised  for  sale  cannot  be  sold  for  the 
cunt  of  the  tax  due  thereon,  with  the  said  ad- 
ion  thereon,  the  collector  shall  purchase  the 
ne,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
lonnt  aforesaid.  And  the  collector  shall  render 
istinct  account  of  the  charges  incurred  in  offer- 
l  and  advertising  for  sale  such  property,  and 
f  into  the  Treasury  the  surplus,  if  any.  of  the 
vesaid  addition  of  ten  or  twenty  per  cent.,  as 
i  case  may  be.  after  defraying, the  said  charges. 
3bo.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Hectors  designated  as  aforesaid,  by  the  Seere- 
y  of  the  Treasury,  shall  deposite  with  the  clerks 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
ipective  States,  and  within  which  district  the 
>perty  lies,  correct  lists  of  the  tracts  of  lands  or 
ler  real  property  sold  by  virtue  of  this  act,  for 
n-payment  of  taxes,  together  with  the  names 
the  owners  or  presumed  owners,  of  the  purcha- 
s  of  the  same  at  the  public  sales  aforesaid,  and 


of  the  amount  paid  by  such  purchasers  for  the 
same.  The  owners,  their  heirs,  executors,  or  ad- 
ministrators, or  any  person  in  their  behalf,  shall 
have  liberty  to  redeem  the  lands  or  other  property 
sold  as  aforesaid,  within  two  years  from  the  time 
of  sale,  upon  payment  to  the  clerk  aforesaid,  for 
the  use  of  the  purchaser,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  of 
the  amount  paid  by  such  purchaser  for  the  said 
land  or  other  real  property,  with  interest  for  the 
same,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per  centum  per  annum, 
and  of  a  commission  of  five  per  centum  on  such 
payment,  for  the  use  of  the  clerk  aforesaid.  The 
clerks  shall, on  application, pay  to  the  purchasers 
the  moneys  thus  paid  for  their  use,  and  they  shall 
give  deeds  for  the  Iand»  or  property  aforesaid,  to 
the  purchasers  entitled  to  the  same,  in  all  cases 
where  the  same  shall  not  have  been  redeemed 
within  two  years  as  aforesaid,  by  the  original 
owners  thereof  or  their  le^l  representatives ;  and 
the  said  clerk  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the 
purchaser  the  sum  of  two  dollars  for  every  such 
deed,  to  be  paid  on  the  delivery  thereof  to  such 
pnrcnasters;  and  in  all  cases  where  lands  may  be 
sold  under  this  act  for  the  payment  of  taxes  be- 
longing to  infants, persons  otinsane mind,  married 
women,  or  persons  beyond  sea,  such  persons  shall 
have  the  term  of  two  years  after  their  respective 
disabiliities  shall  have  been  removed,  or  their  re- 
turn into  the  United  States,  to  redeem  lands  thus 
sold,  on  their  paying  into  tbe  clerk's  office,  afore- 
said, the  amount  paid  by  the  purchaser,  together 
with  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  thereon :  and  on 
their  paying  to  the  purchaser  of  the  land  aforesaid 
a  compensation  for  all  improvements  he  may 
have  made  on  the  premises  subsequent  to  his  pur- 
chase, the  value  of  which  improvements  to  be 
ascertained  by  three  or  more  neighboring  free- 
holders to  be  appointed  by  the  clerk  aforesaidy 
who  on  actual  view  of  the  premises  shall  assess 
the  value  of  such  improvements  on  their  oaths, 
and  make  a  return  of  such  valuation  to  the  clerk 
aforesaid  immediately. 

Sbo.  26.  And  be  UJurther  enacted^  That  the 
several  collectors  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  every 
month  after  they  shall  respectively  eommencif 
their  collections,  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  a  statement  of  the  collections  made  by 
them  respectively,  within  the  month,  and  pay 
over  quarterly  or  sooner,  if  so  required  by  the 
said  Secretary,  the  moneys  by  them  respectively 
collected  within  the  said  term.  And  each  of  the 
said  collectors  shall  complete  the  collection  of 
all  sums  assigned  to  him  for  collection  as  afore^ 
said,  shall  pay  over  the  same  into  the  Treasury, 
and  shall  render  hisfinal  account  to  the  Treasury 
Department  within  six  months  from  and  after 
the  day  when  he  shall  have  received  the  collec- 
tion lists  from  the  principal  assessor :  Provided 
however^  That  the  period  of  one  year  and  three 
months  from  the  said  day  shall  be  allowed  to  the 
collector  designated  in  each  State  as  aforesaid, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  respect  to 
the  taxes  contained  in  the  list  transmitted  to  him 
by  the  other  collectors  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  each 
collector  shall  be  charged  with  the  whole  amount 
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lists  from  the  assistant  assessors,  be  famished  by 
the  principal  assessors  with  one  or  more  of  the 
lists  prepared  in  conformity  with  the  preceding 
sections  by  the  principal  assessor,  signed  and  cer- 
tified by  such  assessor.  And  each  collector,  on 
reeeifing  a  list  as  aforesaid,  shall  subscribe  three 
receipts,  one  of  which  shall  be  given  on  a  full 
and  correct  copy  of  such  list,  which  list  and  re- 
ceipt shall  remain  with  the  principal  assessor 
and  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  person  who 
may  apply  to  inspect  the  same ;  and  the  other 
two  receipts  shall  be  given  on  aggregate  state- 
ments of  the  lists  aforesaid,  exhibiting  the  gross 
amount  of  taxes  to  be  collected  in  each  county 
or  State  district  contained  in  the  collection  dis- 
trict ;  one  of  which  aggregate  statements  and 
receipts  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary, 
and  the  other  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  each 
collector,  before  receiving  any  list  as  aforesaid  for 
collection,  shall  give  hood,  with  one  or  more 
good  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  at  least  double 
the  amount  of  the  taxes  assessed  in  the  collection 
district  for  which  he  may  be  a^ipointed ;  which 
bond  shall  be  payable  to  the  United  States,  with 
condition  for  the  true  and  faithful  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  office  according  to  law,  and  par- 
ticularly for  the  due  collection  and  payment  of 
all  moneys  assessed  upon  such  district ;  and  said 
bond  shall  be  transmitted  to  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted^  That  the 
taxes  so  assessed  shall  be  and  remain  a  lien  upon 
all  lands  and  other  real  estate,  and  all  slaves  of 
the  individuals  who  may  bf  assessed  for  the  same, 
during  two  years  after  the  time  it  shall  become 
due  and  payable ;  and  the  said  lien  shall  extend  to 
each  and  every  part  of  all  tracts  or  4ots  of  land  or 
dwelling-houses,  notwithstanding  the  same  may 
have  been  divided  or  alienated  in  part. 

Sec.  20,  And  be  it  Jurther  enactedj  That  each 
collector  shall  be  authorized  to  appoint,  by  an 
instrument  of  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
as  many  deputies  as  be  may  think  proper,  assign- 
ing to  each  such  deputy,  by  that  instrument  of 
writing,  such  portion  of  his  collection  district  as 
he  may  think  proper;  and  also  to  revoke  the 
powers  of  any  deputy,  giving  public  notice  thereof 
w  that  portion  of  the  district  assigned  to  such 
deputy.  And  each  such  deputy  shall  have  the 
like  authority  in  every  respect  to  collect  the  tax 
so  assessed,  within  the  portion  of  the  district  as- 
aiffned  to  him,  which  is  by  this  act  vested  in  the 
collector  himself;  but  each  collector  shall  in 
every  respect,  be  responsible  both  to  the  United 
States  and  individuals,  as  the  case  mav  be,  for  all 
moneys  collected,  and  for  every  act  ootie  as  de- 
puty collector  by  any  of  his  deputies,  whilst  act- 
in{|[  as  such :  Provided^  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  prevent  any  collector  from  collecting 
himself  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  tax  so  as- 
sessed and  payable  in  his  district. 

Sec  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
of  the  said  collectors,  or  his  deputies,  shall,  with- 
in ten  days  after  receiving  his  collection  list,  ad- 


vertise in  one  newspaper  printed  in  fatscolRtiM 
district,  if  any  there  be,  and  by  Dolificiimito 
be  posted  up  in  at  least  four  public  pbcaisiB 
collection  district,  that  the  said  tax  kss  benw 
due  and  payable,  and  state  the  times  and  plica 
at  which  be  or  they  will  attend  to  reeeire  the 
same,  which  shall  be  within  twenty  days  ifto 
such  notification;  and  with  respect  to  persooswb 
shall  not  attend,  according  to  sneh  notifieatioa 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  collector,  in  poioi. 
or  by  deputy,  to  apply  once  at  their  respram 
dwellings  within  such  district,  and  there  Kfflui 
the  taxes  payable  by  snch  persons,  which  applia- 
tion  shall  be  made  within  sixty  days  after  tk 
receipt  of  collection  lists  by  tbe  coilectors;  ud 
if  the  said  taxes  shall  not  be  then  paid,0T  vityi 
twenty  days  thereafter,  it  shall  be  lawfalforsaei 
collector  and  his  deputies  to  proceed  to  eofieei 
the  said  taxes  by  distress  and  sale  of  thefMdi 
chattels,  or  effects  of  the  persons  deiinqont  a 
aforesaid,  with  a  commission  of  eight  per  eeslB 
upon  the  said  taxes  to  and  for  the  oseof  soeh  oi- 
lector :  Provided,  That  it  sUall  not  be  lawful  to 
make  distress  of  tbe  tools  or  implemeots  of  i 
trade  or  profession,  beasts  of  the  plough  meo- 
sary  for  the  cultivation  of  improved  [aods.vm 
or  household  furniture,  or  apparel  necessary/tra 
family. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  Jkriher enacted  Thscwbee- 
ever  goods,'c battels*  or  effects,  sofficieat  to  satitfj 
any  tax  upon  dwelling-houses  or  \Mads  atd  ikeir 
improvements,  owned,  occapied,  orj^penaiRided 
by  persons  known  and  residing  vi'fiia  the  satae 
collection  district,  cannot  be  fonad,  the  coUeetor 
having  first  advertised  the  same  for  ilhiitY  days 
in  a  newspaper  printed  within  the  collcetise 
district,  if  such  there  be,  and  having  postd  ^ 
in  at  least  ten  public  places  ^thin  the  same,  i 
notification  of  tbe  intended  sale,  thirty  dap  fn- 
viously  thereto,  shall  proceed  to  sel],atpohlieah, 
so  much  of  the  said  property  as  may  be  oeeemtj 
to  satisfy  the  taxes  due  thereon,  together  wA  u 
addition  of  twenty  per  centum  to  the  said  tun 
And  if  the  property,  so  advertised  for  sale,ctBM( 
be  sold  for  the  amount  of  the  tax  due  thercoa 
with  the  said  additional  per  centum  theieiQ.ik 
collector  shall  purchase  the  same  in  behalf  of  tkr 
United  States,  for  tbe  amount  aforesaid :  Fi^ 
vided,  That  the  owner  or  superintendent  of  ik 
property  aforesaid,  after  the  same  shall  havebea 
as  aforesaid  advertised  for  sale,  and  before  it  skiE 
have  been  actually  sold,  shall  be  allowed  to  ft 
the  amount  of  the  tax  thereon,  with  an  adhm 
of  ten  per  centum  on  the  same,  on  the  psT**^ 
of  which  the  sale  of  the  said  property  shifi  BSt 
take  place:  Provided,  alto,  That  the  ona^ 
their  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  ff  asf 
person  in  their  behalf,  shall  hare  liberty  t9I^ 
deem  tbe  lands  and  other  property  sold  as  ifii^ 
said,  within  two  years  from  the  time  of  sale,sf<t 
payment  to  the  collector,  for  the  use  of  the  f^ 
chaser,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  of  the  amooatftf 
by  such  purchaser,  with  interest  for  thesaae< 
the  rate  of  tweatjr  per  centum  per  anaani ;  «< 
no  deed  shall  be  given  in  pursuance  of  sack  i^ 
until  the  time  of  redemptioa  shall  have  aptf^'^ 
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I0d  the  collector  shall  render  a  distinct  account 
>f  char|[e8  incurred  in  offering  and  advertising 
!br  sale  sach  property,  and  shall  pay  into  the 
Freasnry  the  surplus,  if  any  there  he,  or  the  afore- 
«id  addition  of  twenty  per  centum,  or  ten  per 
»entutn,  a.«  the  case  may  be,  after  defraying  the 
mid  charges. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  itjurtker  enacted,  That  with 
"espect  to  property  lying  within  any  collection 
listrict,  not  owned,  occupied,  or  superintended 
>^  some  person  residing  therein,  and  on  which 
he  tax  shall  not  have  been  paid  to  the  collector 
prithin  ninety  days  after  the  day  on  which  be 
ihall  bare  received  the  collection  lists  from  the 
>rincipal  assessor,  the  collector  shall  transmit 
ists  of  the  same  to  one  of  the  collectors  within 
h€  same  State,  to  be  designated  for  that  purpose 
ty  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  And  the  col- 
eetor  who  shall  have  been  thus  designated  by 
lie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shall  transmit  re- 
ceipts for  all  the  lists  received  as  aforesaid,  to  the 
collectors  transmiting  the  same,  and  the  collectors 
has  designated  in  each  State  by  the  Secretary 
if  the  Treasury,  shall  cause  notifications  of  the 
axes  due  as  aforesaid,  and  contained  in  the  lists 
bus  transmitted  to  them,  to  be  published  for  sixty 
!^ays  in  at  least  one  of  the  newspapers  published 
a  the  State ;  and  the  owners  of  the  property  on 
rhieh  such  taxes  may  be  due  shall  be  permuted 
3  pay  to  such  collector  the  said  tax  with  an  ad« 
iiion  of  ten  per  centum  thereon:  Provided, 
luch  payment  is  made  within  one  year  after 
be  day  on  which  the  collector  of  the  district, 
rhere  such  property  lies,  had  notified  that  the 
ax  had  become  due  on  the  same. 

Seo.  24.  And  he  itjurther  enacted,  That  when 
ny  taX|  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  remained  unpaid 
ojr  the  term  of  one  year  as  aforesaid,  the  collector 
a  the  State  where  the  property  lies,  and  who 
ball  have  been  designated  by  the  Secretary  of 
he  Treasury  as  aforesaid,  having  first  advertised 
lie  same  for  sixty  days,  in  at  least  one  newspaper 
I  the  State,  shall  proceed  to  sell,  at  public  sale, 
0  much  of  the  said  propertylas  may  be  necessary 
y  satisfy  the  taxes  due  thereon,  together  with  an 
ddition  of  twenty  per  centum  thereon.  If  the 
roperty  advertised  for  sale  cannot  be  sold  for  the 
BftoUDt  of  the  tax  due  thereon,  with  the  said  ad- 
ition  thereon,  the  collector  shall  purchase  the 
ime,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
moant  aforesaid.  And  the  collector  shall  render 
distinct  account  of  the  charges  incurred  in  offer- 
ig  and  advertising  for  sate  such  property,  and 
ay  into  the  Treasury  the  surplus,  if  any,  of  the 
foresaid  addition  of  ten  or  twenty  per  cent.,  as 
le  case  may  be.  after  defray ing^the  said  charges. 
8 BO.  25.  And  be  it  further  enaeted.  That  the 
ollectors  designated  as  aforesaid,  by  the  Seere- 
iry  of  the  Treasury,  shall  deposite  with  the  clerks 
f  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
aspective  States,  and  within  which  district  the 
roperty  lies,  correct  lists  of  the  tracts  of  lands  or 
ther  real  property  sold  by  virtue  of  this  act,  for 
on-payment  of  taxes,  together  with  the  names 
f  the  owners  or  presumed  owners,  of  the  purcba- 
Brs  of  the  same  at  the  public  sales  aforesaid,  and 


of  the  amount  paid  by  such  purchasers  for  the 
same.  The  owners,  their  heirs,  executors,  or  ad- 
ministrators, or  any  person  in  their  behalf,  shall 
have  liberty  to  redeem  the  lands  or  other  property 
sold  as  aforesaid,  within  two  years  from  the  time 
of  sale,  upon  payment  to  the  clerk  aforesaid,  for 
the  use  or  the  purchaser,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  of 
the  amount  paid  by  such  purchaser  for  the  aaid 
land  or  other  real  property,  with  interest  for  the 
same,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  per  centum  per  annum, 
and  of  a  commission  of  nve  per  centum  on  such 
payment,  for  the  use  of  the  clerk  aforesaid.  The 
clerks  shall,  on  application,  pay  to  the  purchasers 
the  moneys  thus  paid  for  their  use,  and  they  shall 
give  deeds  for  the  lands  or  property  aforesaid,  to 
the  purchasers  entitled  to  the  same,  in  all  cases 
where  the  same  shall  not  have  been  redeemed 
within  two  years  as  aforesaid,  by  the  original 
owners  thereof  or  their  le^al  representatives ;  and 
the  said  clerk  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the 
purchaser  the  sum  of  two  dollars  for  every  such 
deed,  to  be  paid  on  the  delivery  thereof  to  such 
purcnasers ;  and  in  all  cases  where  lands  may  be 
sold  under  this  act  for  the  payment  of  taxes  be- 
longing to  infants, persons  otinsane  mind,  married 
women,  or  persons  beyond  sea,  sneh  persons  shall 
have  the  term  of  two  years  after  their  respective 
disabiliities  shall  have  been  removed,  or  their  re- 
turn into  the  United  States,  to  redeem  lands  thus 
sold,  on  their  paying  into  tfie  clerk's  office,  afore- 
said, the  amount  paid  by  the  purchaser,  together 
with  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  thereon :  and  on 
their  paying  to  the  purchaser  of  the  land  aforesaid 
a  compensation  for  all  improvements  he  may 
have  made  on  the  premises  subsequent  to  his  pur- 
chase, the  value  of  which  improvements  to  be 
ascertained  by  three  or  more  neighboring  free- 
holders to  be  appointed  by  the  clerk  aforesaid^ 
who  on  actual  view  of  the  premises  shall  assess 
the  value  of  such  improvements  on  their  oaths, 
and  make  a  return  of  such  valuation  to  the  clerk 
aforesaid  immediately. 

Sbo.  26.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  collectors  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  every 
month  after  they  shall  respectively  eommencif 
their  collections,  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  a  statement  of  the  collections  made  by 
them  respectively,  within  the  month,  and  pay 
over  quarterly  or  sooner,  if  so  required  by  the 
said  Secretary,  the  moneys  by  them  respectively 
collected  within  the  said  term.  And  each  of  the 
said  collectors  shall  complete  the  collection  of 
all  sums  assigned  to  him  for  collection  as  afor^ 
said,  shall  pay  over  the  same  into  the  Treasury, 
and  shall  render  his  final  account  to  the  Treasury 
Department  within  six  months  from  and  after 
the  day  when  he  shall  have  received  the  collec- 
tion lists  from  the  principal  assessor :  Provided 
however,  That  the  period  of  one  year  and  three 
months  from  the  said  day  shall  be  allowed  to  the 
collector  designated  in  each  State  as  aforesaid^ 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  respect  to 
the  taxes  contained  in  the  list  transmitted  to  him 
by  the  other  collectors  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  ii  further  enactedf  That  each 
QoUeetor  shall  be  charged  with  the  whole  amount 
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of  taxes  by  him  'receipted,  whether  eoMained  in 
the  Jists  deiirered  to  him  by  the priooipiil  assessor 
or  tranamitted  to  him  by  other  collectors,  and  he 
shali  be  allowed  credit  to  the  amount  of  taxes 
coDtaioed  in  the  lists  transmitted  in  the  manner 
above  provided  to  other  collectors,  and  by  them 
receipted  as  aforesaid }  and  also  for  the  taxes  of 
such  persons  as  may  have  absconded  or  become 
insolvent,  subsequent  to  the  date  of  assessment, 
aqd  prior  to  the  date  when  the  tax  ought, accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  have  been  col- 
lected ;  provided  it  shall  be  proven,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Comptroller  oi  the  Treasury,  that 
due  diligence  was  used  by  the  collector,  mod  that 
no  property  was  left  from  which  the  tax  could 
have  been  recovered  ;  and  each  collector  desig- 
nated in  each  State  as  aforesaid,  bsr  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  shall  receive  crodii  for  the  taxes 
due  for  all  tracu  of  land,  which,  after  being  offisr- 
ed  for  aale  by  him  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  shall 
or  may  have  been  purchased  by  him  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States. 

Sac.  88.  And  be  UJuriher  enacUdy  That  if  any 
eollector  shall  iail  either  to  collect  or  to  reader 
bis  account,  or  to  pay  over  in  the  manner  or  with- 
in the  times  herein  before  provided,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury^,  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  immediately 
a£ler  such  delinquency^  to  issue  a  warrant  of  dis- 
treaa  against  such  delinquent  collector  and  his 
•ureties,  directed  to  the  marshal  of  the  district, 
therein  expressing  the  amount  of  the  taxes  im- 
posed on  the  district  of  such  collector,  and  the 
sums,  if  any,  which  have  been  paid ;  and  the  said 
marshal  shall,  himself,  or  by  his  deputy,  imme- 
diately proceed  to  levy  and  collect  the  sum  which 
nay  remain  due,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  a oods 
aad  chattels  or  any  personal  effects  of  the  delin- 
quent collector.;  and  for  want  of  goods,  chattels, 
or  effects  aforesaid,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said 
warrant,  the  same  may  be  levied  on  the  person  of 
the  collector,  who  may  be  committed  to  prison, 
there  to  remain  until  discharged  in  the  doe  course 
of  law;  and  furthermore,  notwithstanding  the 
commitment  of  the  collector  to  prison  as  afore- 
aaid,  or  if  he  abscond,  and  goods,  chattels,  and 
effects,  cannot  be  found  su^toieat  to  satisfy  the 
•aid  warrant,  the  said  marshal  or  his  deputy  shall 
and  may  proceed  to  levy  and  collect  the  turn 
which  may  remain  doe,  by  distress  and  sale  of 
the  goods  and  chattels  or  any  personal  effects  of 
the  surety  or  sureties  of  the  dehnquent  collectors. 
Aad  the  amount  of  the  sums  committed  to  any 
collector  for  collection,  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  the 
same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  a  lien  upon  the 
lands  and  real  estate  of  such  collector  and  his 
sureties,  until  the  same  shall  be  discharged  ac- 
cording to  law  i  and  for  want  of  goods  and  chat- 
tels or  other  personal  effects  of  such  collector  or 
his  sureties,  sufficient  to  satisfy  any  warrant  of 
distress  issued  pursuant  to  the  preceding  section 
of  this  act,  the  lands  and  real  estate  of  such  col- 
lector and  his  sureties,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary  for  satisfying  the  said  warrant,  after 
being  advertised  for  at  least  three  weeks,  in  not 
less  than  three  public  pUces  in  the  collection  dis- 


(riol,  and  in  one  newspaper  primed  iothaai 
or  district,  if  any  there  be,  prior  to  tbepi(ai 
time  of  sale,  may  and  shall  be  sold  bf  tlie  wU 
or  his  deputy ;  and,  for  all  laadi  AodialeBi 
sold  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  aforau^ik 
conveyances  of  the  marshaU  or  their  depiia 
executed  in  due  form  of  law,  ihall  gifetni 
title  against  all  penons  claiming  oada  deiiipi 
collectors  or  their  sureties  aforeaud;  iiltf 
moneys  that  may  remain  of  the  proceeds  o(«i 
sale,  after  satisfying  the  said  warnotofdilni 
and  paying  the  reasonable  costs  aad  ebugail 
sale,  shall  be  returned  to  the  proodetortf^ 
lands  or  real  estate  sold  as  aforesaid. 

Sao.  29.  AndbeUfiuikerenaM,T^9d 
and  every  collector,  or  hisdepoty,  wbosUla- 
ercise  or  be  guilty  of  any  exUKtioa  or  mnm 
under  color  of  this  act,  or  shall  deaiaadothrff 
greater  sums  than  shall  be  aotborized  lif iff, 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  som  oot  ezceedi^te 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  lod  M 
use  of  the  party  injured,  with  eo8Uofsait,iiai9 
court  having  competent  jarisdietian;iadc» 
aad  every  collector  and  his  deputies  ibaMj^ 
quired,  give  receipts  for  all  suaubf  tkeattw 
ed  and  retained  in  pursuance  of  thiiieL 

Sac.  30.  And  be  U further  (mM  '^^^ 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  fortbe  serriesfa- 
formed  under  this  act :  To  eteb  priKijwiM^ 
sor,  two  dollars  for  every  day  emplfifed « *» 
ing  appeals  and  making  out  llsaigwui/A'^ 
provisions  of  this  act,  and  fourddlu'^^ 
hundred  taxable  persons  cooUioetfiB'^J''^ 
as  delivered  by  him  to  the  c«lleettj:  Toeici 
assistant  assessor,  one  dollar  ""^  ■jlj^ij! 
every  day  actually  employed  is  «»way^  *J 
and  making  valuations,  the  noDbtf  ?|J^|[^  f 
cessary  for  that  purpose  being  ceiuWg* 
principal  assessor  and  approved  bf  ue  v^ 


troUer  of  the  Treasury, and  ^^^^^^^ 
hundred  uxaUe  persons  coniaiocd  »"^^^ 
as  completed  and  delivered  by  him  w  *be  pwif 


assessor 


-««KPw.,  and  the  assessors  n»pectiTdydaJ^ 
allowed  their  necessary  and  leasoMbte  o^ 
for  books  and  stationery  used  in  tbe  cvevw 
their  duties.  .  «i^,^ 

Sfio.  Zl.  AndbeU  fiuiker  emdd,  Wjj 
allowances  made  as  aforesaid,  to  we  ti«P" 
shall  be  paid  at  the  Treasury  to  ibe  ^P' 


respectively  ;  for  which  poip«««jJ? 
dred  and  fifty  thousand  doUars,  to  be  F"*^ 


sessors 


I  caa  be  fouad  ia  ttF 


any  moneys' in  the  Treasury  not  oJ^'*** 
propriated,  are  hereby  j 

Sec  32.  And  be  %t 
cases  where  no  person  caa  «*  --7—.  ^ 
lection  district,  ^or  assessment  dutnct,  » 
either  as  coUaetor,  principal  •^^"'"[j.^L^ 
assessor  respectivelyt  the  President « »■*  ^j,^ 
States  is  hereby  aulhoriied  w  •Pf*^"r^i 
deputy  postmasters  in  such  disuicu, »  j^ . 
collector  or  assessor,  as  the  case  maf  J**  , 
shall  be  the  duty  of  such  depatj  p«u^ 
perform  accordingly  the  duties  of  MCji  «^ 

Sbc.  33.  i4iirf6«i<>ii*«rsBaded,TWa 

ever  a  direct  ux  shall  be  a^^^^viTSTv 
ties  laid,  separate  accounts  of  eadi»*" 
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i  date  (if  the  same  shall  be  shipped  to  any  part 
'  ESurope  or  America,  and  within  two  years,  if 
tipped  to  any  part  of  Asia  or  Africa ;  and  if  the 
rlirery  of  the  sugar,  in  respect  to  which  the 
me  shall  have  been  given,  be  at  any  place  where 
consul  or  other  agent  of  the  United  States  re- 
ies)  a  certificate  of  such  consul  or  agent,  or  if 
ere  be  no  consul  or  agent,  then  a  certificate  of 
ly  two  known  and  reputable  American  mer- 
Ants,  residing  at  the  said  place,  and  if  there  be 
It  two  such  merchants  residing  at  the  said  place, 
«n  a  certificate  of  any  other  two  reputable  mer- 
lants,  testifying  the  delivery  of  the  said  sugar  at 
e  said  place,  which  certificate  shall,  in  each  case, 
^confirmed  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  mas- 
r  or  mate,  or  other  like  officer  of  the  vessel  in 
hich  the  said  sugar  shall  have  been  exported, 
id  when  such  certificate  shall  be  from  any  other 
an  a  consul  or  agent,  or  merchants  of  the  Uni* 
d  States,  it  shall  be  a  part  of  the  said  oath  or 
firmation,  that  there  were  not,  upon  diligent  in- 
ijry,  to  be  found  two  merchants  of  the  United 
tates  at  the  taifl  place :  Provided  cUwaye,  That 

ease  of  death,  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the 
arty  dying  shall  not  be  deemed  necessary :  And 
widedfiother,  That  the  said  oath  or  affirma- 
MB,  taken  before  the  chief  civil  magistrate  of  the 
ace  of  the  said  delivery,  and  certified  under  his 
ind  and  seal,  shall  be  of  the  same  validity  as  if 
ken  before  a  person  qualified  to  administer  oaths 
ithin  the  United  States,  or  such  bonds  shall  and 
ay  be  discharged  upon  proof  that  the  sugar  so 
;ported  was  taken  by  enemies,  or  perished  in  the 
B,  or  destroyed  by  fire;  the  examination  and 
oof  of  the  same  being  left  to  the  judgment  of 
e  collector  of,  the  customs,  naval  oflfcer,  and 
lief  officer  of  inspection,  or  any  two  of  them,  of 
e  place  from  which  such  sugar  shall  have  been 
:ported.  And  in  cases  where  the  certificates 
itein  directed  cannot  be  obtained,  the  exporter 

exporters  of  such  sagar  shall  nevertheless  be 
vmitted  to  offer  such  other  proof  as  to  the  de* 
rery  of  the  said  sugar,  without  the  limits  of  the 
Dited  States^  as  he  or  thejr  may  have  $  and  if  the 
me  shall  be  deemed  sofiocient  by  the  said  col- 
Dlor,  he  shall  allow  the  same ;  except  when  the 
awiMok  to  be  allowed  shall  amount  to  onehun- 
ed  dollars  or  upwards ;  in  all  which  cases  the 
oofs  aforesaid  shall  be  referred  to  the  Comp- 
[»|ler  of  the  Treasury,  whose  decision  thereon 
all  be  final. 

8bc.  14.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  it 
lall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in 
leir  respective  districts,  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
lorized,  to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act, 
id  to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  and 
tr  the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which  may 
f  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.  And  all  fines, 
malties,  and  forfeitures  which  shall  be  incurred 
f  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  sued  for  and 
teovered  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
le  collector  aforesaid,  within  whose  district  any 
ich  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall  have  been 
icurred,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  information  ;  one 
loiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
id  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
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person  who,  if  a  collector,  shall  first  discover,  if 
other  than  a  collector,  shall  first  inform  of  the 
cause,  matter,  or  thing,  whereby  any  such  fioe^ 
penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall  have  been  incurred : 
and  where  the  cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall 
arise  or  accrue  more  than  fiftv  miles  distant  from 
the  nearest  place  by  law  established  for  the  hold- 
ing of  a  district  court  within  the  district  in  which 
the  same  shall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  re* 
covery  mav  be  had  before  any  court  of  the  State 
holden  witnin  the  said  district,  having  jurisdiction 
in  like  cases. 

Sec  15.  And  be  it  further  enacied,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination 
of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now 
engaged  with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and 
for  one  year  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  July  24, 1813. 

An  Act  to  establish  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  the 

Revenoe. 

JBe  it  enacied,  ^c.  That,  for  saperin tending  the 
collection  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties, 
laid  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  there 
shall  be  an  officer  in  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  be  denominated  Commissioner  of  the  Rev- 
enue, who  shall  be  charged,  under  the  direction 
of  the  bead  of  the  Department,  with  preparing 
all  the  forms  necessary  for  the  assessors  and  cof 
lectors  of  the  tax  and  duties  aforesaid;  with  pre- 
paring, signing,  and  distributing  all  the  licenses 
required  by  any  law  imposing  any  of  the  duties 
aforesaid;  and  with  the  superintendence,  (general- 
ly, of  all  the  officers  emploved  in  assessing  and 
collecting  the  said  tax  and  duties. 

Sao.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue  shall  likewise 
superintend  the  collection  of  the  residue  of  the 
former  direct  tax  and  internal  duties  which  may 
be  still  outstanding,  and  shall  also  execute  the  ser- 
vices with  respect  to  light-houses  and  other  objects 
which  were  usually  performed  by  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  ihe  Kevenue. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
place  also  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  impost 
and  tonnage  under  the  superintendence  of  the  said 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  if,  in  his  opinfon, 
the  publie  service  will  be  promoted  by  transfer* 
ring  that  duty  from  the  Comptroller  to  the  said 
Commissioner^ 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
compensation  of  the  said  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue  shall  be  the  same  with  that  of  the  Aud- 
itor of  the  Treasury ;  and  that  he  shall,  for  the 
present,  be  allowed  a  number  of  clerks  whose  sal- 
aries shall  not,  in  the  whole,  exceed  four  thousand 
dollars  a  year. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  three  thousand  &7e  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasu- 
ry not  otherwise  appropriated,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  appropriated,  to  pay  the  Commissioner 
and  salaries  aforesaid,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 
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aforesaid,  after  the  said  fimt  day  of  January  next, 
whereof  the  duties  aforesaid  have  not  been  duly 
paid  or  secured,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act.  shall,  upon  default  being 
made  in  the  paying  or  securing  of  the  said  duties, 
be  forfeited,  and  shall  and  may  be  seized  as  for- 
feited, by  the  collector  aforesaid  or  officer  of  the 
customs. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  every  such  refiner  of  sugar,  at  his 
or  her  option,  either  to  pay,  upon  the  rendering 
of  his  or  her  account  as  aforesaid,  the  duties 
which  shall  therebjr  appear  to  be  due  and  pay- 
able, with  a  deduction  or  abatement  of  six  per 
cent,  for  prompt  payment,  or  to  give  bond  with 
one  or  Miore  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
collector,  to  whom  such  account  shall  be  ren- 
dered, for  the  payment  of  the  said  duties,  at  the 
expiration  of  nine  months  thereafter:  Promdddy 
That  no  person  whose  bond  for  any  of  the  said 
duties  shall  remain  unpaid  beyond  the  term  al- 
lowed for  the  payment  thereof,  shall  be  entitled 
to  future  credit  for  any  of  (he  said  duties,  so  long 
as  such  bond  shall  remain  unpaid. 

Sbo.  8.  And  he  it  Juriher  enacted.  That  the 
duties  hereby  laid  upon  sugar  refined  within  the 
United  States,  shall  and  may  be  drawn  back  upon 
all  such  of  the  said  sugar  refined  within  the  Uni- 
ted States  after  the  a^resaid  first  day  of  January 
next,  which  after  the  said  day  shall  be  exported 
from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  port  or 
place:  Provided^  That  no  drawback  shall  be  al- 
lowed on  any  exportation  as  aforesaid,  in  any 
instance  where  the  same  shall  amount  to  less 
than  twelve  dollars. 

S£c.  9.  And  be.  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  in 
order  to  entitle  the  exporter  or  exporters  to  the 
benefit  of  the  said  allowance  of  drawback,  he, 
she,  or  they  shall,  previous  lo  the  putting  or  lading 
any  of  the  said  refined  sugar  on  board  of  any  ship 
or  vessel  for  exportation,  give  six  hours  notice  at 
the  least  to  the  proper  officer  of  inspection  of  the 
port  from  which  the  said  sugar  shall  be  intended 
to  be  exported,  of  his,  her,  or  their  intention  to 
export  the  same,  and  of  the  number  of  packages 
containing  the  same,  and  the  respective  marks 
thereof,  and-  the  place  or  places  where  deposited, 
and  of  the  place  to  which,  and  ship  or  vessel  in 
which  they  or  either  of  them  shall  be  stf  intended 
to  be  exported  ;  whereupon  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  said  officer  to  inspect,  by  himself  or  deputy, 
the  packages  so  notified  for  exportation,  and  the 
same  after  such  inspection  shall  be  laden  on  board 
the  same  ship  or  vessel  of  which  notice  shall  have 
been  given,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  same  offi- 
cer or  his  deputy  who  shall  have  inspected  the 
same,  which  officer,  after  the  same  shall  have 
been  so  laden  on  board,  shall  certify  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  customs  for  the  district  the  quantity 
and  particulars  of  the  refined  sugar  so  laden  for 
exportation. 

Sbg.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  allowance  shall  not  be  made  unless  the  said 
exporter  or  exporters  shall  make  oath  or  affirma- 
tion that  the  said  sugar,  so  noticed  for  exportation 
and  laden  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  is  truly 


intended  to  be  exported  lo  the  pdaee  whemi  lo- 
tice  shall  have  been  eiven,  and  is  not  iateaUta 
be  relanded  within  the  United  Sutcs,aBd  ikttW 
or  she  doth  verily  believe  that  the  datin  thcl^ 
upon  charged  by  this  act  have  been  duly  pud« 
secured  to  be  paid;  and  shall  also  give boai a 
the  collector  of  the  customs,  with  two  sarciia 
one  of  whom  shall  be  the  master  or  other  poui 
having  the  command  or  eharge  of  the  mf  a 
vessel,  in  which  the  said  sogar  shall  be  iatcaM 
to  be  exported,  the  other  such  soffieient  pemaa 
shall  be  approved  by  the  said  collector,  ia  theM 
value,  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  eolieciar,tf 
the  sugar  so  intended  to  be  exported,  with  coafr 
tion  that  the  said  stigar  (the  dangers  of  them 
and  enemies  excepted)  shall  be  really  and  tnki 
exported  to  and  landed   in  some  port  or  phce 
without  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  aad  iftii 
the  said  su^r  shall  not  be  uoshtpped  fisaai 
board  the  said  ship  or  vessel  whereupon  thcane 
shall.have  been  laden  for  exportaiion,  withia  ikt 
said  limits,  or  any  ports  or  harbors  of  the  Uaiud 
States  (shipwreck  or  other  onavoidafale  aecita 
excepted.) 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  tk 
said  allowance  shall  not  be  paid  uatil  nineDoaih 
after  the  said  sugar  shall  have  been  so  exportri: 
Provided,  That  whenever  the  owner  of  aayikip 
or  vessel,  on  board  of  which  any  such  s^gar  ii 
laden  for  exportation,  shall  naake  kaowa  to  tk 
collector,  previous  to  the  departure  of  soek  sA^ 
or  vessel  from  the  port  where  such  si^gartf  itdea, 
that  such  ship  or  vessel  is  not  goi^f  co/voeeed  oa 
the  voyage  intended,  or  the  voyife  is  altered,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  collector  to  gram  a  peraii 
for  relanding  the  same. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it Jurther  enacted.  Thatifaaj 
of  the  said  sugar,  after  the  same  shall  have  beta 
shipped  for  exportation,  shall  be  unshipped  fa 
any  purpose  whatever,  either  within  the  Uniad 
the  United  States,  or  withia  four  leacuci  sf  tbe 
coast  thereof,  or  shall  be  relanded  within  tk  Wai- 
ted States,  from  on  board  the  ship  or  vessel  vhot* 
in  the  same  shall  have  been  laden  forexportaiitt, 
unless  the  voyage  shall  not  be  proceeded  ob.« 
shall  be  altered  as  aforesaid,  or  aaless  in  cmd 
necessity  or  distren,  to  save  the  ship  and 
from  perishing,  which  shall  be  immcdiaiciy 
known  to  the  principal  officer  of  the  eastoai» 
siding  at  the  port  nearest  to  which  such  ship* 
vessel  shall  be  at  the  time  such  necessity  eri^ 
tress  shall  arise,  then  not  only  the  sugar  a  •* 
shipped,  together  with  the  casks,  w^atb;td 
cases  containing  the  same,  bat  also  the  ikip* 
vessel,  in  or  on  board  of  which  the  same  id 
have  been  so  shipped  or  laden,  together  wiifcik 
guns,  furniture,  ammunition,  uekle,  anda^paid 
and  also  the  ship,  vessel,  or  boat  into  which <hij 
said  stigar  shall  be  unsnipped  or  pat,  after  lit 
unshipping  thereof,  together  with  her  gaai^fr 
niture,  ammunition,  tackle,  and  appara,  sfe^h 
forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  by  any  ollicer  ofdi 
customs  or  of  inspection.      • 

Sbo.  13.  And  be  it  Jitriher  emeUd,  Thatdi^ 
bond  to  be  given  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  infill 
discharged,  by  prodacing  withia  one  year  i^ 
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its  date  (if  the  same  shall  be  shipped  to  any  part 
9f  Europe  or  America,  aod  within  two  years,  if 
ihipped  to  any  part  of  Asia  or  Africa ;  and  if  the 
ieliTery  of  the  sugar,  in  respect  to  which  the 
nme  shall  have  been  given,  be  at  any  place  where 
I  consul  or  other  agent  of  the  United  States  re- 
rides)  a  certificate  of  such  consul  or  agent,  or  if 
there  be  no  consul  or  agent,  then  a  certificate  of 
iny  two  known  and  reputable  American  mer- 
shants,  residing  at  the  said  place,  and  if  there  be 
not  two  such  merchants  residing  at  the  said  place, 
then  a  certificateof  any  other  two  reputable  mer- 
shanta,  testifying  the  delivery  of  the  said  sugar  at 
Jie  said  place,  which  certificate  shall,  in  each  case, 
reconfirmed  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  mas- 
er  or  mate,  or  other  like  officer  of  the  vessel  in 
prhich  the  said  sugar  shall  have  been  exported, 
ind  when  such  certificate  shall  be  from  any  other 
lian  a  consul  or  agent,  or  merchants  of  the  Uni* 
ed  States,  it  shall  be  a  part  of  the  said  oath  or 
iffirmation,  that  there  were  not,  upon  diligent  in* 
ittiry,  to  be  found  two  merchants  of  the  United 
Slates  at  the  said  place :  Provided  aiwaifo^  That 
D  case  of  death,  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the 
larty  dying  shall  not  be  deemed  necessary :  And 
mmded/uriherj  That  the  said  oath  or  affirma* 
ion,  taJcen  before  the  chief  civil  magistrate  of  the 
tiace  of  the  said  delivery,  and  cerCiled  under  his 
land  and  seal,  shall  be  of  the  same  validity  as  if 
sken  before  a  person  qualified  to  administer  oaths 
rithin  the  United  States,  or  such  bonds  shall  and 
lay  be  discharged  upon  proof  that  the  su^r  so 
sported  was  taken  by  enemies,  or  perished  in  the 
eii)  or  destroyed  hyUre;  the  examination  and 
iroof  of  the  same  being  left  to  the  jo^meot  of 
be  collector  of.  the  customs,  naval  officer,  and 
hief  officer  of  inspection,  or  any  two  of  tiiem,  of 
lie  place  from  which  such  sugar  shall  have  been 
xported.  And  in  cases  where  the  certificates 
lerein  directed  cannot  be  obtained,  the  exporter 
r  exporters  of  such  sugar  shall  nevertheless  be 
ermitted  to  ofier  such  other  proof  as  to  the  de- 
[very  of  the  said  sugar,  without  the  limits  of  the 
Jnited  States,  as  he  or  thejr  may  have ;  and  if  the 
ftme  shall  be  deemed  sofiocient  by  the  said  col- 
setor,  he  shall  allow  the  same ;  except  when  the 
rawiwok  to  be  allowed  shall  amount  to  one  hun- 
ted dollars  or  upwards ;  in  all  which  cases  the 
roofs  aforesaid  shall  be  referred  to  the  Comp- 
foUer  of  tlie  Treasury,  whose  decision  thereon 
tiaU  be  finaL 

Ssc.  14.  And  be  UJuriher  enacted,  That  it 
hall  be  the  doty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in 
beir  respective  districts,  and  they  are  hereby  an- 
borized,  to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act, 
Dd  to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  and 
>r  the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which  may 
e  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.  And  all  fines, 
enalties,  and  forfeitures  which  shall  be  incurred 
y  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  sued  for  and 
•covered  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
le  collector  aforesaid,  within  whose  district  any 
leh  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall  have  been 
icurred,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  information ;  one 
loiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
ad  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
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person  who,  if  a  collector,  shall  first  discover,  if 
other  than  a  collector,  shall  first  inform  of  the 
cause,  matter,  or  thing,  whereby  any  such  fioe^ 
penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall  have  been  incurred  : 
and  where  the  cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall 
arise  or  accrue  more  than  fiftv  mites  distant  from 
the  nearest  place  by  law  established  for  the  hold- 
ing of  a  district  court  within  the  district  in  which 
the  same  shall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  re- 
covery roav  be  had  before  any  court  of  the  State 
holden  wttnin  the  said  district,  having  jurisdiction 
in  like  cases. 

Sec  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination 
of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now 
engaged  with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and 
for  one  year  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  July  24, 1813. 

An  Act  to  establish  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  the 

Revenue. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  for  superintending  the 
collection  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties, 
laid  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  there 
shall  be  an  officer  in  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  be  denominated  Commissioner  of  the  Rev- 
enue, who  shall  be  charged,  under  the  direction 
of  the  bead  of  the  Department,  with  preparing 
all  the  forms  necessary  for  the  assessors  and  coh 
lectors  of  the  tax  and  duties  aforesaid;  with  pre- 
paring, signing,  and  distributing  all  the  licenses 
required  by  any  law  imposing  any  of  the  duties 
aforesaid;  and  with  the  superintendence,  (general- 
ly, of  all  the  officers  emploved  in  assessing  and 
collecting  the  said  tax  and  duties. 

Sso.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue  shall  likewise 
superintend  the  collection  of  the  residue  of  the 
former  direct  tax  and  internal  duties  which  may 
be  still  outstanding,  and  shall  also  execute  the  ser- 
vices with  respect  to  light-houses  and  other  objects 
which  were  usually  performed  by  theformer  Com- 
missioners of  ihe  Revenue. 

Sfic.3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
place  also  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  impost 
and  tonnage  under  the  superintendence  of  the  said 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  if,  in  his  opinibni 
the  public  service  will  be  promoted  by  transfer- 
ring  that  duty  from  the  Comptroller  to  the  said 
Commissioneiv 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
compensation  of  the  said  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue  shall  be  the  same  with  that  of  the  Aud- 
itor of  the  Treasury ;  and  that  he  shall,  for  the 
present,  be  allowed  a  number  of  clerks  whose  sal- 
aries shall  net,  in  the  whole,  exceed  four  thousand 
dollars  a  year. 

Sec  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  three  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasu- 
ry not  otherwise  appropriated,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  appropriated,  to  pay  the  Commissioner 
and  salaries  aforesaid,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 
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Sbc.6.  AndbeiiJurthereruMCtedj  That  all  let- 
ters and  packets  to  and  from  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Revenue,  shall  be  received  and  conveyed 
hj  post,  free  of  postage,  onder  the  same  restric- 
tions as  are  provided  by  law  with  respect  to  other 
free  letters  and  packets. 

Approved,  July  24, 1813. 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time,  certain 
acts  authorizing  corps  of  rangers  for  the  protection 
of  the  frontiers  of  Uie  United  States,  and  making 
appropriations  for  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  raise  certain  companies  of  rangers  for  the  pro- 
lection  of  the  frontier  of  the  United  States," 
passed  January  second,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twelve,  and  also  the  act  supplementary 
thereto,  passed  July  first,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred ano  twelve,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
continued  in  force  (or  one  year  from  and  after 
the  passage  hereof  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of 
the  next  session  ot  Congress. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  Jurtktr  enacted,  That  the 
aum  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  pay,  subsist- 
ence, and  forage,  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  of  the  seven  compa- 
nies of  rangers  raised,  or  to  be  raised,  for  the  Uni- 
ted States,  pursuant  to  the  above  recited  acts,  and 
of  the  ten  companies  of  rangers  authorized  by  the 
act  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

For  the  pay  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  privates  of  the  said  companies,  the 
aum  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

•  For  the  subsistence  of  the  officers,  eleven  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  siztv-nine  dollars. 

•  For  forase,  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars.  The  said  sums 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  approprinted. 

Approved,  July  24, 1813. 

An  Act  laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the  conveyance 

of  persons. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  last 
day  of  Decembisr  next,  there  shall  be  levied,  col- 
lected, and  paid,  the  following  yearly  rates  and 
duties  upon  all  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of 
penona,  which  shall  be  kept  by  or  for  any  person, 
for  his  or  her  own  use,  or  to  be  let  out  for  hire,  or 
for  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  to  wit :  for  and 
upon  every  coach,  the  yearly  sum  of  twenty  dol- 
lars ;  for  and  upon  every  chariot  and  postchaise, 
the  yearly  sum  of  seventeen  dollars;  for  and  upon 
every  phaeton  and  on  every  coacbee  having  pan- 
nel  work  in  the  upper  division  thereof,  the  yearly 
aum  of  ten  dollars ;  for  and  upon  every  other  four 
wheel  carriage  hanging  on  steel  or  iron  springs, 
the  yearly  sum  of  seven  dollars;  for  and  upon 
every  four  wheel  carriage  hanging  upon  wooden 
springs,  and  on  every  two  wheel  carriage  hang- 
ing on  steel  or  iron  springs,  the  yearly  sum  of 


four  dollars;  and  for  and  upon  eTerf  odafaoc 
or  two  wheel  carriage,  the  yearly  sum  «( tit 
dollars:  Provided  aiwv^.  That  nothing koa 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  charge  witki 
duty,  any  carriage  usually  and  chiefly  erapkfd 
in  husbandry,  or  for  the  transportation  or  csof* 
ing  of  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  prodace,! 
commodities. 

Sec.  2.  Andhe  itjiurtker  enacted^  That  tkei^ 
ties  aforesaid  shall  be  levied  and  collected  ipa 
all  carriages  usually  and  chiefly  employed  forik 
conveyance  of  persons,  by  whatever  name  or  de- 
scription the  same  have  been  or  shall  bercifia 
be  known  and  called.  And  in  casesof  doQhi,a^ 
carria^  shall  be  deemed  to  belong  to  that  das 
to  which  the  same  shall  bear  the  greatest  reaea 
blance,  and  shall  be  subject  to  dnty  accordiasif. 

Ssc.  3.  And  he  itjkriker  enaeied.  That  emf 
person  having,  or  keeping,  a  carriage  or  cani^ 
upon  which  a  duty  or  duties  shall  he  pnyahh^M- 
cording  to  this  act,  shall  yearly,  and  in  every  yoi, 
in  the  month  of  January,  make  and  snbseriei 
true  and  exact  entry  of  each  and  erery  sock  oa- 
riage,  therein  specifying,  disuneily,  each 
owned  or  kept  by  him  or  her,  for  his  or  her 
or  for  hire,  with  the  description  and  d4 
tion  thereof,  and  the  rate  of  dnty  to  whiekeMft 
and  every  such  carriage  is  liable ;  whieh  cmy 
shall  be  lodged  with  the  collector  appoiaiBd  ky 
virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the 
ment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and 
duties,"  for  the  district  in  which  sod 
person  liable  for  the  payment  of  Mack  dtof  ikali 
reside.  And  that  it  shall  be  tbedotyof  tbeoolr 
lectors  aforesaid,  to  attend  within  the  month  of 
January  in  each  year,  at  one  or  more  of  the  mast 
public  and  convenient  places  in  each  county  wii^ 
in  their  respective  districts,  and  togivepnlibeaa- 
tice,  at  least  ten  days  previous  to  sock  day,of  tb 
time  and  place  of  such  attendance,  and  loreeaw 
such  entry,  made  in  the  manner  before  dineie^ 
at  such  place,  or  at  any  other  where  he  aif  kap* 
pen  to  be,  within  the  said  month  of  JanuM|,aBd 
on  tender  and  payment  being  made  of  the  InEf 
or  duties  therein  mentioned,  to  grant  a 
for  each  and  every  carriage  mentioned  ia 
entry,  therein  spectfving  the  name  of  the 
the  description  and  denomination  of  the 
and  the  sum  paid«  with  the  time  wheoy  and  ii 
period  for  which  such  dnty  shall  be  so  paid :  Ad 
the  forms  of  the  certificates  to  be  so  granted  iM 
be  prescribed  by  the  Treaaary  Department;  oi 
such  certificates,  or  the  acknowledgoaeats  of  ih 
collector  aforesaid  by  a /Credit  in  his  pnklieah 
counts,  shuU  be  the  only  evidence  to  he  cxkiM 
and  admitted,  that  any  dotv  imposed  by  thn^l 
has  been  discharged :  fiTomaedne9erikttem,  Thai 
no  certificate  shall  be  deemed  of  validity  aai 
er  than  whilf  the  carriage  for  which  the  saidi 
tificate  was  granted,  is  owned  by  the  pefsnnaMe 
tioned  in  such  certificate,  unless  such  cercifioi 
shall  be  produced  to  the  collector  bf  whom  it  an 
granted,  and  an  entry  shall  be  thereon  mnds^^^ 
cifyiag  the  name  of  the  then  owner  of  saeh  cr 
riage,  and  the  time  when  he  or  she  becaae  fr 
sessed  of  the  aame. 
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Sbo.  4.  And  be  it  farther  cnacUd,  That  any 
i.nd  all  persons  who  shall  commence  the  haviog 
>r  keeping  of  any  carriage  subject  to  duties  aAer 
;he  month  of  December,  shall  and  may,  at  any 
ime  during  the  month  in  which  they  shall  so 
commence  the  having  or  keeping  of  such  car- 
ia^e,  make  like  entry  in  manner  before  pre- 
scribed; and  on  payment  of  such  proportion  of 
he  duties  laid  by  this  act,  on  such  carriage,  as 
he  time  at  which  he  shall  commence  the  leep- 
Dg  of  such  carriage  to  the  end  of  the  month  of 
])ecember  then  nett  ensuing  shall  bear  to  the 
irhole  year,  shall  be  entitled  to  and  may  demand 
ike  certificates,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  con- 
Li  tioos  before  and  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any 
leraon  having  or  keeping  any  carriage  subject  to 
lat/y  who  shall  make  an  untrue  or  defective  eo- 
xy^  to  evade  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  duty 
Qstly  and  truly  payable  according  to  this  act, 
ihall  lose  the  sum  paid  pursuant  to  such  untrue 
V  defective  entry  j  and  where  such  untrue  or 
lef active  entry  hath  been  made,  or  where  no 
tntry  shall  be  made,  or  where  there  shall  be  a 
leglect  of  payment  after  entry,  such  person  shall 
Doreover,  in  addition  thereto,  at  any  time  there- 
Aer,  on  personal  application  and  demand,  at  the 
LOuse,  dwelling,  or  usual  place  of  abode  of  such 
lersoD,  by  the  proper  collector,  be  liable,  and  shall 
iiy  the  duties  by  this  act  imposed,  with  a  further 
am,  for  the  benefit  of  such  officer,  of  twenty-five 
ter  centum;  which  duties,  with  the  said  addition, 
ball  be  collected  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods 
ind  chattels  of  the  person  by  whom  the  same 
hail  be  due  and  payable :  Provided  alxMiya,  Tliat 
luch  application  and  demand  shall  not  be  made 
intil  aizty  days  after  the  day  on  which  any  duty 
hall  commence:  and  if  entry  and  payment  shall 
>e  made  within  the  said  sixty  days,  the  owner  of 
he  carriage  shall  be  exempted  from  the  payment 
\S  the  said  sum  of  twenty-five  per  centum. 

Ssc  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in 
di  cases  where  any  duty  shall  be  collected  pur- 
ttant  to  this  act.  whether  by  distress  or  otherwise, 
lartificates  shall  be  granted  for  each  carriage  in 
aaaner  as  before  prescribed. 

Sbq.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  this 
let  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination 
f  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now 
mgaged  with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
kia  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and 
or  one  year  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

KxL  Act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spir- 
ituous liquors. 

Be  it  enadedf  ^^  That  every  person  who,  oil 
:he  first  day  of  January  next,  shall  be  the  owner 
)f  any  still  or  stills  or  other  implements  in  lieu 
df  stills,  used  for  the  purpose  of  distilling  spiri- 
tuous liquors,  or  who  shall  have  such  still  or 
itills,  or  implements  as  aforesaid,  under  his  super- 
intendence either  as  agent  for  the  owner,  or  on 
his  own  account,  shall  before  the  said  day,  and 
BTery  person  who  after  the  said  day  shall  use  or 


intend  to  use  any  still  or  stills|  or  implements  aa 
aforesaid,  either  as  owner,  agent,  or  otherwiaoi 
shall,  before  he  shall  begin  to  use  such  still  oc 
stills,  or  other  implements  in  lieu  thereof,  for  tho 
purpose  of  distilling  spirituous  liquors,  apply  foe 
and  obtain  from  the  collector  appointed  by  virtue 
of  the  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties," 
for  the  collection  district  in  which  such  person 
resides  (or  to  the  deputy  of  such  collector  duly 
authorized)  a  license  for  using  the  said  still  oc 
stills,  or  other  implements  as  aforesaid;  which 
licenses  respectively  shall  be  granted  at  the  op- 
tion of  the  proprietor  or  possjessor  of  auch  still  or 
stills  for  any  or  either  of  the  terms  mentioned  ii| 
this  act,  upon  the  payment  in  money  by  such 
proprietor  or  possessor  of  the  dutiea  payable  oa 
the  said  license  or  licenses  accord  in  j;  to  the  pitH 
visions  of  this  act,  if  the  said  duties  shall  no^ 
exceed  five  dollars;  and  if  they  shall  exceed  five 
dollars,  on  such  proprietor  or  possessor  executing 
and  delivering  to  tne  collector  or  to  his  deputy 
as  aforesaid,  a  bond  with  one  or  more  sureties  tQ 
the  satisfaction  of  such  collector  or  deputy,  con? 
ditioned  for  the  payment  of  said  duties  at  the 
end  of  four  months' after  the  expiration  of  the 
term  for  which  such  license  or  licenses  respect- 
ively shall  have  been  granted.  And  the  said 
bono  shall  be  taken  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  in  such  form  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  the  Treasury  Department.  And  if 
any  person  shall,  after  the  said  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary next,  use,  or  cause  to  be  used,  any  still  or 
stills,  or  other  implements  as  aforesaid,  in  distill- 
ing spirituous  liquors,'  or  shall  be  the  owner  of,  oc 
have  under  his  superintendence,  either  as  agent 
or  otherwise,  any  still  or  stills,  or  other  imple- 
ments as  aforesaid,  which  shall  after  the  said  day 
have  been  used  as  aforesaid,  without  having  a 
license  therefor  as  aforesaid,  continuing  in  force 
for  the  whole  time  durins  which  the  said  still  oc 
stills,  or  implements  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  beea 
thus  used,  every  such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  one  honored  dollars,  together  with 
double  the  amount  of  duties  which  would  have 
been  payable  for  the  term  during  which  such 
still  or  stills,  or  implements  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
thus  used,  had  the  said  still  or  stills,  or  impl^ 
ments  aforesaid  been  entered  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  to  be  recovered  with  coats 
of  suit. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  the 
licenses  aforesaid  shaii  and  may  be  granted  for 
and  during  the  following  terms  or  periods,  and  on 
the  payment  or  securing  of  payment  as  aforesaid 
of  the  duties  undermentioned,  namely : 

For  a  still  or  stills  employed  in  distilling  spirits 
from  domestic  materials,  for  a  Ucense  for  the  em- 
ployment thereof  for  and  during  the  term  of  two 
weeks,  nine  cents  for  each  gallon  of  the  eapaoity 
of  every  such  still,  including  the  head  thereof'^; 
for  a  license  for  and  during  the  term  of  one 
month,  eighteen  cents  for  each  sallon  of  its  capa* 
city  as  aforesaid;  for  a  license  ^r  and  during  the 
term  of  two  months,  thirty-two  cents  for  each 
gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a  license 
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for  and  dario^  the  term  of  three  tnonths,  forty- 
two  cents  for  eseh  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  afore- 
said; for  a  license  for  and  during  the  term  of 
foar  months,  fifty-two  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its 
capacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a  license  for  and  dur- 
ing the  term  of  six  months,  serenty  cents  for 
each  gallon  of  its  Rapacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a 
license  for  one  year,  one  hundred  and  eight  cents 
for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid :  Pro- 
tided.  That  there  shall  be  paid  upon  each  still 
employed  wholly  in  the  distillation  of  roots,  but 
one-half  the  rates  of  duties  above  mentioned,  ac- 
cording to  the  capacity  of  such  9till. 

For  a  still  or  stills  employed  in  distilling  spirits 
from  foreign  materials,  for  a  license  for  the  em- 
ployment thereof  for  and  during  the  term  of  one 
month,  twemy-fiTe  cents  for  each  gallon  of  the 
cipecity  of  every  such  still,  including  the  head 
thereof;  for  a  license  for  and  during  the  term  of 
three  months,  sixty  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its 
capacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a  license  for  and  during 
the  term  of  six  months,  one  hundred  and  five 
cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid ; 
for  a  license  for  one  year,  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  afore- 
said. 

And  for  every  boiler,  however  constructed,  em- 
ployed for  the  purpose  of  generating  steam  in 
those  distilleries  where  wooden  or  other  vessels 
are  used  instead  of  metal  stills,  and  the  action  of 
steam  is  substituted  to  the  immediate  application 
of  fire  to  the  materials  from  which  the  spirituous 
liquors  are  distilled,  for  a  license  for  the  employ- 
ment thereof,  double  the  amount  on  each  gallon 
of  the  capacity  of  the  said  boiler,  including  the 
head  thereof,  which  would  be  payable  for  the 
aaid  license  if  granted  for  the  same  term  and  for 
the  employment  on  the  same  materials  of  a  still, 
or  stills,  to  the  contents  of  which,  bein?  the  mate- 
rials from  whence  the  spirituous  liquors  are 
drawn,  an  immediate  application  of  fire  during 
the  process  of  distillation  is  made. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors,  within  their  re- 
spective districts,  to  ffrant  licenses  for  distillin&[, 
which  licenses  shall  be  marked  with  a  mark 
directing  the  rate  of  duty  thereupon,  and  shall  be 
aigned  by  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  and. 
being  countersigned  by  the  collector  who  shall 
issue  the  same  or  cause  the  same  to  be  issued, 
shall  be  granted  to  any  person  who  shall  desire 
the  same,  upon  application  in  writing  and  upon 
payment  or  securing  of  payment  as  nforesaio,  of 
the  sum  or  duty  payable  by  this  act  upon  each 
license  requested. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted.  That  the  ap- 
plication, in  writing,  to  be  made  by  any  person 
applying  for  a  license  for  distilling  as  aforesaid, 
shall  state  the  place  of  distilling,' the  number  and 
contents  of  the  still  or  stills,  boiler  or  boilers,  and 
whether  intended  to  distil  spirituous  liquors  from 
foreign  or  domestic  materials.  And  every  person 
making  a  false  statement  in  either  of  the  said  par- 
ticulars, or  who  shall  distil  spirituous  liquors  from 
materials  other  than  those  stated  in  the  applica- 
tion aforesaid,  as  well  as  the  owner  or  superin- 


tendent of  any  distillery,  still,  or  stills,  mk  r- 
spect  to  which  sneh  false  statement  shall  kit 
been  made,  or  which  shall  be  tbas  anlawU^ 
employed,  shall  forfeit  and  paf  the  som  of  oh 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  reeorered  vitk 
costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enaetedj  That  emj 
such  collector  or  his  deputy,  duly  muthortzcd  ai- 
der his  hand  and  seal,  shall  be  aatborized  a 
apply,  at  all  reasonable  times,  for  admittance  isle 
any  distillery  or  place  where  any  still  or  stills  » 
kept  or  used  within  his  collection  district,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  and  nseasuring  the  aM 
still  or  stills,  boiler  or  boilers.  And  erery  owkt 
of  such  distillery,  still,  or  stills,  or  person  havi^ 
the  care,  superintendence,  or  management  of  tk 
same,  who  shall  refuse  to  admit  sach  ofiicer » 
aforesaid,  or  to  suffer  him  to  examine  and  oKif* 
ure  the  said  still  or  stills,  boiler  or  boilen,sbtff 
for  every  such  refusal  forfeit  and  pay  the  8IB.«( 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  ThatitsbiB 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  and  they  are  hereby  anthoriietf 
to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  aet,aad  is 
prosecute  for  the  recorery  of  the  same,  and  for 
the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sams  which  mtfbe 
forfeited  by  virtue  of  thl^  act.  And  all  fiaei,seft- 
alties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  iBcarred  hf 
force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  sued  for  and 
recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United  State&  aref 
the  collector  within  whose  district  aafssekiae^ 
penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall  have  been  /scarred,  by 
bill,  plaint,  or  information ;  one  moiety  thcreM 
to  the  use  of  the  United  States^  and  the  other 
moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person  who,  if  t 
collector,  shall  first  discover,  if  other  than  acsf* 
lector  shall  first  inform  of  the  canse.  mahefftr 
thing,  whereby  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  fat- 
feiture  shall  have  been  incurred ;  and,  where  ibe 
cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall  arise  or  seerae 
more  than  fifty  milea  distant  from  the  acartst 
place  by  law  established  for  the  holding  of  a^ 
trict  court  within  the  district  in  which  the  nmt 
shall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  recovery  vsf 
be  bad  before  any  court  of  the  State,  holia 
within  the  said  district,  having  juriadictiea  ia 
like  cases. 

Seo.  7.  And  be  itjuriher  enacted^  That  tUi 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  terminatiM 
of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  aie  atv 
engaged  with  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  thdr 
dependencies,  and  for  one  year  thereafter,  aadis 
longer. 

Approved,  July  24, 1813. 


An  Act  laying  daties  on  sales  at  snction  of 
dise  and  of  ships  and  vessels. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  from  and  after  the  k* 
day  of  January  next^  there  shall  be  levied,  csl- 
lected,  and  paid,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Slats 
upon  all  sales  by  way  of  auction,  as  hereinaftr 
described,  which  shall  be  made  within  the  Uaintf 
States,  the  respective  rates  and  duties  foilowaf. 
to  wit:  The  sum  of  one  dollar  for  erery 
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dollars  of  the  purchase  money  aristnsf  by  sale  at 
auction  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise;  and 
the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents  for  every  hundred 
dollars  of  the  purchase  money  arising  hy  sale  at 
auction  of  ships  or  vessels ;  and  at  the  same  rate 
for  any  greater  or  lesser  sum,  except  as  herein- 
after excepted ;  the  said  respective  rates  and  du- 
ties to  be  paid,  by  the  auctioneer  or  person  making 
such  sales  at  auction,  out  of  the  moneys  arising 
from  each  and  every  such  sale:  Promded^alwaySy 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend 
to  any  sale  or  sales  by  auction  of  goods,  wares, 
and  n^erchandise,  made  pursuant  to  or  in  execu- 
tion of  any  rule^  order,  decree,  sentence,  or  judg- 
ment of  any  court  of  the  United  States,  or  either 
of  them,  or  made  in  virtue  or  by  force  of  any  dis- 
tress for  rent,  or  other  cause  for  which  a  distress 
Is  allowed  by  law ;  or  made  in  consequence  of 
any  bankruptcy  or  insolvency,  pursuant  to  any 
law  concerning  bankruptcies  or  insolrencies ;  or 
made  in  consequence  of  any  general  assignment 
9f  property  and  effects  for  the  benefit  of  creditors; 
n  made  by  or  on  behalf  of  executors  or  adminis- 
trators; or  made  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  any 
law  of  the  United  States,  or  either  of  them,  touch- 
Bg  the  collection  of  any  tax  or  duty,  or  disposal 
>y  auction  of  public  property  of  the  United  States 
w  of  any  State ;  nor  to  any  such  sale  or  sales  by 
motion  of  ships,  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  fur- 
liture,  or  the  cargoes  thereof,  which  shall  be 
prreeked  or  stranded  within  the  United  States, 
iDd  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  insurers  or  propri- 
etors thereof. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  Jitrtker  enacted,  Thai  no  per- 
M>s^  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  shall  ex- 
srcise  the  trade  or  business  of  an  auctioneer,  by 
;he  selling  of  any  ^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
prhatsoever  by  auction,  or  anv  other  mode  of  sale, 
whereby  the  best  or  highest  bidder  is  deemed  to 
>e  the  purchaser,  unless  such  person  shall  have  a 
icenae  or  other  special  authority  continuing  in 
bree  pursuant  to  some  law  of  a  State,  or  issued 
mrsuant  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  on  pain  of 
brfeiting  for  everv  such  sale  at  auction  the  sum 
>f  four  hundred  dollars,  together  with  the  sums 
>r  duties  payable  by  this  act  upon  the  goods, 
ivares,  and  merchandise  so  sold :  Provided,  how- 
wer.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  require  a  license  for  the  sale  at  auction 
>f  any  estate,  goods,  chattels,  or  other  thing,  which 
>y  this  act  are  not  made  liable  to.  duty  or  ex- 
empted from  duty. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  erery 
^rson  who,  before  the  said  first  day  of  January 
lext,  shall  have  a  license  or  special  authority, 
mrsuant  to  any  law  of  any  State,  for  exercising 
he  said  trade  or  business  of  an  auctioneer,  shall, 
lefore  or  upon  the  said  dav,  and  eyery  person 
who,  after  the  said  day,  shall  have  such  special 
icense  or  authority, shall,  within  thirty  days  after 
;he  obtaining  or  receiving  of  the  same,  give  no- 
ice  thereof  in  writing,  under  his  hand,  to  the  col- 
ector  appointed  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
let  for  tne,  assessment  and  collection  of  direct 
axes  and  internal  duties,"  for  the  district  where 
inch  person  shall  carry  on  or  intend  to  carry  on 


the  said  trade  or  business  of  an  auctioneer,  specie 
fying  in  such  notice  the  date  or  commencement 
of  such  license  or  other  special  authority,  the 
term  for  which  the  same  was  granted  or  given, 
by  whom,  and  by  what  law  of  a  State  the  same 
was  granted  or  given ;  and  shall  also  give  bond 
to  the  United  States  in  a  sum  not  less  than  one 
thousand  nor  more  than  three  thousand  dollars^ 
at  the  discretion  of  the  collector,  to  be  taken  hy 
the  collector  to  whom  the  notice  aforesaid  shaU. 
be  given,  with  condition  that  he  will,-  on  the  first 
day  of  April,  July.  October,  and  January  in  each 
year,  while  he  shall  continue  to  exercise  the  said 
trade  or  business,  render  to  the  person  or  persons 
who,  on  behalf  the  United  States,  shall  be  author- 
ized to  receive  the  same,  a  true  and  particular 
account  in  writing  of  the  moneys  or  sums  for 
which  any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  made 
liable  to  duty  by  this  act,  have  been  sold  at  every 
sale  at  auction  by  him  made,  and  of  the  several 
articles,  lots,  and  parcels  which  shall  have  sold, 
the  price  of  each  article,  lot,  or  i>arcel,  in  every 
such  sale,  by  whom  bought,  that  is  to  say ;  first, 
from  the  date  of  such  bond  until  such  of  the  afore- 
said days  as  shall  accrue  next  thereafter,  and 
thenceforth,  from  the  day  to  which  an  accooot 
shall  have  been  last  rendered,  until  such  of  the 
said  days  as  shall  next  thereafter  ensue,  and  so  on 
in  succession,  from  one  of  the  said  days  to  another, 
so  long  as  he  shall  continue  to  exercise  his  saia 
trade  or  business;  and  also,  shall  pay  all  such 
sums  of  money  as  shall  be  due  to  the  United 
States,  upon  the  said  sales,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act;  which  sums  he 
is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  retain  out  of 
the  produce  of  each  sale  made  as  aforesaid.  And 
a  like  notice  and  bond  shall  be  given,  in  like  man- 
ner, as  often  as  any  such  license  or  special  author- 
ities shall  nave  expired  and  been  renewed.  And 
if  any  person  shall,  after  the  said  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary next,  by  virtue  or  color  of  any  such  license  or 
special  authority  as  aforesaid,  make  any  sale  or 
sales  at  auction  without  havioe  given  bond  as 
aforesaid,  within  the  time  for  that  purpose  pre- 
scribed, or  without  renewing  such  bond  upon  the 
expiration  and  renewal  of  any  such  license  or 
special  authority,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for 
every  such  sale  by  him  made,  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  dollars,  together  with  the  sums  or  duties 
payable  by  this  act  upon  the  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  so  sold. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
several  collectors  aforesaid  may,  within  their  re- 
spective districts,  and,  upon  request  of  any  person 
or  persons  desirous  thereof,  shall,  grant  licenses 
without  fee  or  reward  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
one  year,  at  one  time,  to  exercise  the  trade  or  busi- 
ness of  an  auctioneer ;  and  such  licenses^  upon 
like  request,  may  and  shall  from  time  to  time  re- 
new :  Provided,  however,  That  no  such  license 
shall  be  grantea  or  renewed,  until  the  person  or 
persons  requesting  the  same  shall  have  become 
bound  to  the  United  States,  with  one  or  mora 
sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  tne  collector  of  whom 
such  license  shall  be  requested,  in  the  sum  of  not 
more  than  three  thousand  nor  less  than  onethoa- 


27S1 


jiPPEmnx. 


fm 


PMie  Acta  of  Congrt98, 


sand  dollare,  at  the  discretion  of  the  collector, 
with  like  condition  as  is  hereinbefore  prescribed 
for  persons  having  licenses  by  Tirtae  of  some  law 
of  a  State:  And  provided  Jurtker,  That  no  snch 
license  shall  be  granted  to  carry  on  the  said  trade 
or  business  in  any  city,  town^  or  county  of  any 
State,  in  respect  to  which  provision  hath  been 
made  by  any  law  of  such  State,  for  the  allowing 
and  regulating  of  the  said  trade  and  business 
therein. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  itjvrther  enacted^  That  every 
person  who  shall  have  a  license  from  a  collector 
as  aforesaid,  continuing  in  force,  shall  and  may 
retain,  in  order  to  the  payment  of  the  duties  hereby 
imposed,  all  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  as  shall 
be  due  and  payable  upon  any  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  by  him  sold  at  auction  as  aforesaid, 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
accounts  to  be  rendered  and  duties  to  be  from 
time  to  time  paid  as  aforesaid,  by  anv  auctioneer, 
shall  be  rendered  and  paid  to  the  collector  afore- 
said, within  whose  district  such  auctioneer  shall 
exercise  his  said  trade  or  business,  or  to  his  deputy 
duly  appointed  under  his  hand  and  seal,  and  such 
auctioneer  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  to  the 
truth  of  every  account  which  he  shall  render  be- 
fore the  officer  or  person  to  whom  such  account 
shall  be  rendered,  and  who  is  hereby  authorized 
to  administer  the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  in  de- 
fault of  which  such  account  shall  not  be  deemed 
to  be  duly  rendered,  according  to  the  condition 
of  the  bond  of  such  auctioneer ;  and  to  the  end 
that  such  accounts  may  be  accurately  kept  and 
rendered,  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  every 
auctioneer  to  enter,  from  day  to  day,  as  often  as 
any  sale  shall  be  made,  in  a  book,  or  on  a  paper 
to  be  ke|)t  by  him  for  that  purpose,  the  amount 
and  particulars  of  the  respective  sales  by  him 
made ;  which  book  or  paper  shall  at  all  reasonable 
times,  upon  request  made,  be  submitted  for  ex- 
amination to  the  collector  aforesaid,  within  whose 
district  such  auctioneer  shall  be.  on  pain  of  for- 
feiting, for  every  refusal  to  comply  with  such  re- 
quest, the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec  7.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  if  it 
shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector, 
within  whose  district  be  shall  be,  that  an  auc- 
tioneer hath  acted  agreeably  to  the  condition  of 
the  bond  which  he  shall  have  given,  and  to  the 
directions  of  this  act,  during  the  time  to  which 
hia  said  bond  shall  relate,  the  same  having  expired, 
then,  and  in  every  such  case,  the  said  collector 
shall  cause  such  bond  to  be  delivered  up ;  but  in 
case  no  such  account  shall  be  delivered  as  herein- 
before mentioned,  or  if  it  shall  appear  that  any 
such  account  was  not  truly  made,  or  that  the 
party  hath  acted,  in  any  other  respect,  contrary  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  his  bond  and  of  this 
act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  collector  as  afore- 
said to  cause  such  bond  to  be  prosecuted  accord- 
ing to  law ;  and  in  case  of  a  verdict  or  judgment 
.  against  the  defendant,  he  shall  afterwards,  upon 
every  sale  by  him  of  any  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 


chandise, at  auction,  be  liable  to  all  the 
which  may  be  incurred  by  this  aer,  for  acUB|ii 
an  auctioneer  without  licence. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  Thateray 
auctioneer,  out  of  the  proceed?  of  the  duties  vhick 
he  shall  retain  and  pay  as  aforesaid,  shall  be^ 
lowed  a  compensation  of  one  per  ceDtum  opat 
the  amount  thereof,  for  his  trouble  in  and  tboa 
the  same. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  UJurther  enacted.  That  if  say 
person  shall  wilfully  swear  or  affirm  falsely  toae^ 
ing  any  matter  hereinbefore  required  to  be  veti- 
fied  by  oath  or  affirmation,  he  shall  feofler  ik 
pains  and  penalties  which  by  law  are  prescribed 
for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  and  if  an  oficer, 
shall  forfeit  his  office  and  be  io capable  of  afuh 
wards  holdinr  any  office  under  the  United  Sttfo. 

Sec.  10.  And  oe  it  further  enacted,  Tkkt  h 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  ia 
their  respective  districts,  and  they  are  hmbf 
authorized,  to  collect  the  duties  imposed  bj  ibii 
act.  and  to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  tkmt, 
and  for  the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  wbick 
may  be  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.  And  aQ 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  ht 
incurred  by  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  myk 
sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  name  of  the  JJmXti 
States,  or  of  the  collector  within  whose  district 
any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeitare.  shall  have 
been  incurred,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  affinaatioB,  oae 
moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  Uolied  Sutes, 
and  tne  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  i»  of  Che 
person  who,  if  a  collector,  shall  €nt  discover,  if 
other  than  a  collector  shall  first  inform  of  the 
cause,  matter,  or  thing,  whereby  any  such  fine, 
penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall  have  beea  incarred; 
and  where  the  cause  of  action  or  complaint  fbaJl 
arise  or  accrue  more  than  fifky  miles  distant  fna 
the  nearest  place  by  law  established  for  the  hoM- 
ing  of  a  district  court,  within  the  district  in  wbieh 
the  same  yhall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  aid  re- 
covery may  be  had  before  any  court  of  the  Sale, 
holden  within  the  said  district,  haviog  jurtsdknaa 
in  like  cases. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tkii 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  terminaoBB 
of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  b0V 
engaged  with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Grreat  Bri^ 
ain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  ihtnd. 
and  for  one  year  thereafter,  and  no  longor. 

Approved,  July  24,  1813. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  raising  a  corps  of  sei 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  d'cbe 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorim'tt 
raise,  for  such  a  term  as  he  may  think  proper, set 
exceeding  one  year,  as  many  companies  d  m 
fencibles  as  be  may  deem  necessary,  not  exceed- 
ing ten,  who  may  be  emploved  as  well  on  koda 
on  water,  for  the  defence  of^the  ports  and  harbin 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ead 
of  the  said  comiNinies  of  sea  fencibles  shall  cat 
sist  of  one  captain,  one  first,  one  second,  one  tbin 
lieutenant,  one  boatswain,  six  gunnery  six  iflt' 
ter  gunners,  and  ninety  men. 
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Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  furiher  enaded,  That  the  | 
sommisiioiicd  oflicers  shaH  receiire  the  same  pay 
iDdratioDs  as  officers  of  the  same  grade  in  the 
ktmj  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  boatswainS| 
innners,  quarter  gunners,  and  men  shall  receive 
the  same  pay  and  rations  as  warrant  officers  of 
iie  same  grade  and  able  seamen  receive  in  the 
Krvice  of  the  United  States, 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  the 
ifficers,  warrant  officers,  boatswains,  and  men, 
laiaed  pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to 
ihe  like  compensation  in  case  of  disabilitjr  incurred 
vf  wounds  or  otherwise  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
;ed  States,  as  officers,  warrant  officers,  and  sea- 
nen  in  tbe  present  naval  establishment,  and  shall 
M  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  which  have 
been  or  may  hereafter  be  established  by  law,  for 
the  government  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Sso.  5.  And  be  itjuriker  enacted,  That  this 
let  shall  be  and  continue  in  force  during  the  pres- 
mt  war  between  the  United  States  of  America 
ind  their  territories,  and  the  United  Kingdom  of 
[}reat  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies 
liereof. 

Sec,  6.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That,  in  the 
"ecess  of  the  Senate,  the  President  of  the  United 
Skates  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  all  the  of- 
kers  proper  to  be  ampoinled  under  this  act,  which 
tppointments  shall  oe  submitted  to  the  Senate  at 
heir  next  session  for  their  advice  and  consent. 

Sso.  7.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
nm  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  and  the 
ame  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  carry  this  act  into 
Act,  to  be  paid  out  of  anjr  money  in  the  Ti;^a- 
ary  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  July  26, 1813. 


An  Act  fixing  the  time  £»r  the  next  meeting  of  Con* 

gress. 

Be  it  enactedj  ^c.  That,  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  present  session,  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next. 

Approved,  July  37, 1813. 

An  Act  to  authorise  the  transportation  of  certain  docu- 
ments free  of  postage. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  the  members  of  Con- 
gress, the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  be  and  they  are 
hereby  respectively  authorized  to  transmit,  free 
of  postage,  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  ana  the 
documents  accompanying  tbe  same,  printed  by 
order  of  the  Senate  and  by  order  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  on  the  same,  printed  by 
order  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  any 
post  office  within  the  Uniten  States  and  the  ter- 
ritories thereof  to  which  they  may  direct,  any 
law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  July  28, 1813. 


Kn  Act  making  an  appropriation  for  finishing  the 
Senate  Chamber  and  repuring  the  roof  of  the  north 
wing  of  the  Capitol. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
line  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  be  and  the 
ame  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  applied  under 
he  direction  or  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  finishing  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  re- 
hiring the  roof  of  the  north  wing  of  tbe  Capitol; 
ivhich  sum  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  July  26, 1813. 


In  Act  providing  for  the  accommodation  of  ihe  house- 
hold of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
[Jnited  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
sause  to  be  sold,  ^uch  part  of  the  furniture  and 
K][nipage  belonging  to  his  household,  as  may  be 
leeayed  and  out  of  repair,  and  that  the  sum  of 
rourteen  thousand  dollars,  together  with  the  pro- 
seeds  of  such  sales,  be  appropriated  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  household  of  the  President 
>f  the  United  States,  to  be  laid  out  at  his  dis- 
sfetioQ  and  under  his  direction. 

Approved,  July  2fi,  1813. 


An  Aet  for  the  relief  of  the  ships  called  the  Good 
Friends,  the  Amazon,  and  the  United  States,  and 
their  cargoes;  and  also  of  Henry  Bryce. 

Be  ii  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  owners  of  the  shine 
called  the  Gkiod  Friends,  the  Amazon,  and  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  cargoes  on  board  said 
vessels,  which  vessels  arrived  in  the  month  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
in  the  district  of  Delaware,  from  Amelia  Island, 
with  cargoes  that  were  shipped  on  board  said 
vessels  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  shall  be  entitled  to.  and  may  avail 
themselves  of  all  the  benefics,  privileges,  and  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  directing  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  remit  fines,  forfeit- 
ures, and  penalties,  in  certain  cases,"  passed  on 
the  second  day  of  January  last  past,  in  like  man- 
ner and  on  the  same  conditions  as  though  said 
vessels  had  departed  from  the  Kingdom  aforesaid 
between  the  twenty-third  day  of  June  and  the 
fifteenth  day  of  September  mentioned  in  said  act, 
and  had  arrived  within  the  United  States  after 
the  first  day  of  July  last. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  Henry 
Bryce  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  who  im- 
ported certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  in 
the  ship  Fernandina,  into  the  district  of  South 
Carolina  from  Amelia  Island,  in  the  month  of 
lufay,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
shall  be  entitled  to,  and  may  avail  himself  of  aH 
the  benefits,  privileges,  and  provisions  of  tbe  act, 
entitled  *'An  act  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  remit  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penaltiesL 
in  certam  cases,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of 
January  last  past,  in  like  manner  and  on  the  same 
conditions  as  though  the  said  vessel  had  departed 
from  the  Kingdom  of  Qreat  Britain  between  the 
twenty-third  day  of  June  and  the  fifteenth  day  of 
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September,  meDtiooed  io  said  act,  and  had  arrived 
within  the  United  Slates  after  the  first  day  of 
JqIv  last. 

Approved,  July  29, 1813. 


An  Act  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt;  granting  a 
bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported,  and  allowances  to 
certain  vessels  employed  in  the  fisheries. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January  next,  a  duty  of  twenty  cents 
per  bushel  shall  be  laid,  imposed,  and  collected, 
upon  all  salt  imported  from  any  foreign  port  or 
place  into  the  United  Stales.  In  calculating  the 
said  duty,  every  fifty-six  pounds  of  salt  shall  be 
computed  as  equal  to  one  bushel.  And  the  said 
duty  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner,  and 
under  the  same  regulations,  as  the  other  duties 
laid  on  the  importation  of  foreign  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  into  the  United  States:  Pro- 
videdf  That  drawback  shall  in  no  case  be  allowed, 
and  term  of  credit  for  the  payment  of  duties  shall 
be  nine  months. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  on  all 
pickled  fish  of  the  nsheries  of  the  United  States, 
exported  therefrom  subsequent  to  the  last  day  ot 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen, there  shall  be  allowed  and  ]^id  a  bounty  of 
twenty  cents  per  barrel,  to  be  paid  by  the  eoUec- 
tor  of  the  district  from  which  the  same  shall  be 
80  exported,  without  any  deduction  or  abatement: 
Provided  cdwayB,  That,  in  order  to  entitle  the  ex- 

Krter  or  exporters  of  snch  pickled  fish  to  the 
nefit  of  such  bounty  or  allowance,  the  said  ex* 
porter  or  exporters  shall  make  entry  with  the  col- 
lector and  naval  officer  of  the  district  from  whence 
the  said  pickled  fish  are  intended  to  be  exported; 
and  shau  specify  in  such  entry  the  names  of 
the  master  and  vessel  in  which,  and  the  place 
where,  such  fish  are  intended  to  be  exported,  to- 
gether with  the  particular  quantity;  and  proof 
ahall  be  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector 
of  the  district  from  which  such  pickled  fish  are 
intended  to  be  exported,  and  of  the  naval  officer 
thereof,  if  any,  that  the  same  are  of  the  fisheries 
oi  the  United  States;  and  no  entry  shall  be  re- 
ceived as  aforesaid,  of  any  pickled  fish  which 
have  not  been  inspected  and  marked  pursuant  to 
the  inspection  laws  of  the  respective  States  where 
inspection  laws  are  in  force,  in  regard  to  any 
pickled  fish,  and  the  casks  containing  such  fish 
shall  be  branded  with  the  words  "  for  bounty," 
with  the  name  of  the  inspector  or  packer,  the 
species  and  quality  of  the  fish  contained  therein, 
and  the  name  of  the  port  of  exportation:  and  the 
collector  of  such  district  shall,  together  with  the 
naval  officer,  where  there  is  one,  grant  an  order 
or  permit  for  an  inspector  to  examine  the  pickled 
fish  as  expressed  in  such  entry,  and  if  they  cor- 
respond therewith,  and  the  said  officer  is  fully 
satisfied  that  they  are  of  the  fisheries  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  lade  the  same  agreeably  to  such 
entry,  on  board  the  ship  or  vessel  therein  ex- 
pressed ;  which  lading  shall  be  performed  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  officer  examining  the 
same,  who  shall  make  returns  of  the  quantity  and 


quality  of  pickled  fish  so  laden  on  board,  kw- 
toe  of  such  order  or  permit,  to  the  officer  si  db> 
cers  granting  the  same.    And  the  said  expona 
or  exporters,  when  the  lading  is  completed,  aii 
after  returns  thereof  have  wen  made  as  akoR 
directed,  shall  make  oath,  or  affirmation,  that  tk 
pickled  fish  expressed  in  such  entrjT;  and  tks 
actually  laden  on  board  the  ship  or  remdu 
therein  expressed,  are  truly  and  hona  fide  of  (he 
fisheries  of  the  United  States,  that  they  are  trrif 
intended  to  be  exported  as  therein  specified,  aa^ 
are  not  intended  to  be  relanded  within  the  liaiia 
of  the  United  States;  and  shall  also  give  hoed  ii 
double  the  amount  of  the  bonaty  or  allowance u 
be  received,  with  one  or  more  soreties  to  tk 
satisfaction  of  the  collector  of  the  port  or  phei 
from  which  the  said  pickled  fish  are  intended  is 
be  exported,  conditioned  that  the  same  shai/  k 
landed  and  left  at  some  foreign  port  or  fhce 
without  the  lijaits  aforesaid;  which  bonds ibd 
be  cancelled  at  the  same  periods  and  ia  lite 
manner  as  is  provided  in  respect  to  bonds  gint 
on  the  exportation  of  goods,  wares,  and  merckai* 
disc,  entitled  to  drawback  of  duties:  Pivriid 
alwaye^  That  the  said  bounty  or  allowance  Mk 
not  be  |>aid  until  at  least  six  months  after  lis 
exportation  of  such  pickled  fish,  to  be  eoB|«lB< 
from  the  date  of  the  bond,  and  until  the  expaittt 
or  exporters  thereof  shall  produce  to  the  coUBeiar 
with  whom  such  outward  entry  is  sudc^  seek 
certificates  or  other  satisfactory  proof  of  tie  Jia^ 
ing  of  the  same  as  aforesaid,  as  is  made  awanry 
for  cancelling  the  bonds  given  on  xke  erpsrtatioa 
of  j^oods  entitled  to  drawback:  Aai  provided 
aUo.  That  the  bounty  or  allowance  as  afsccsiid, 
shall  not  be  paid  unless  the  same  shall  anoaat  ts 
ten  dollars  at  least  upon  each  entry. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  ss 
bounty,  drawback,  or  allowance,  shall  be  nadr 
under  the  authority  of  this  act,  unless  it  shall  be 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  coUedor  ibt 
the  pickled  fish  for  which  the  bounty,  drawteek, 
or  allowance,  shall  be  claimed,  was  wholly  esrei 
with  foreign  salt,  and  on  which  a  duty  shall  hin 
been  secured  or  paid. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That'if  aif 
pickled  fish  shall  be  falsely  or  fraudulently  eatefel 
with  intent  to  obtain  the  bounty  or  allowance ot 
their  exportation  as  here  provided,  when  the  mi 
fish  are  not  entitled  to  the  same,  the  said  fish,  or 
the  value  thereof,  to  be  recovered  of  the  penot 
making  such  false  entry,  shall  be  forfeited. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  frsa 
and  after  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thoNstf 
eight  hundred  and  lonrteen,  there  shall  be  ^ 
on  the  last  day  of  December,  annually,  to  Ae 
owner  of  every  vessel,  or  his  agent,  by  the  cA- 
lector  of  the  district  where  siifh  vessel  maybe- 
long,  that  shall  be  qualified  Hgreeably  to  law  (m 
carrying  on  the  bank  and  other  codfisheries,  aai 
that  shall  actually  have  been  employed  theicii 
at  sea  for  the  term  of  four  months,  at  the  least,  ^ 
the  fishing  season  next  preceding,  which  sesssi 
is  acccounted  to  be  from  the  last  day  of  Febi- 
ary  to  the  last  day  of  November  in  every  yew 
for  each  and  every  ton  of  such  vessel^ 
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leording  to  her  admeasareaieat,  as  licensed  or 
trolled,  if  of  twenty  tons,  and  not  exceeding 
irty  tons,  two  dollars  and  forty  cents ;  and  if 
K>ve  thirty  tons,  four  dollars ;  of  which  ailow- 
ice,  aforesaid,  three-eighth  parts  shall  accrue 
id  belong  to  the  owner  of  such  fishing  vessel, 
id  the  other  five-eighths  thereof  shall  be  divided 
f  him,  his  agent,  or  lawful  representative,  to  and 
nong  the  several  fishermen,  who  shall  have 
|eD  employed  in  such  vessel  during  the  season 
bresaid,  or  a  part  thereof,  as  the  case  may  be, 
I  such  proportions  as  the  fish  they  shall  respect- 
ely  have  taken  may  bear  to  the  whole  quantitv 
'  fish  taken  on  board  such  vessel  during  suc^ 
lason:  Provided,  That  the  allowance,  afore- 
lid,  on  any  one  vessel  for  one  season,  shall 
ot  exceed  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  dol- 

Sec.  6.  Attd  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  from 
id  after  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
^ht  hundred  and  fourteen,  there  nhall  also  be 
lid  00  the  last  day  of  December,  annually,  to 
le  owner  of  every  fishing  boat  Or  vessel  of  more 
lan  five  tons,  and  less  than  twenty  tons,  or  to 
is  agent,  or  lawful  representative,  by  the  col- 
ctor  of  the  district  where  such  boat  or  vessel 
ay  belongi  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  sixty 
»nts  upon  every  ton  admeasurement  of  sucn 
mi  or  vessel,  which  allowance  shall  be  account- 
1  for  as  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  fares  of  said 
»at  or  vessel,  and  saall,  accordingly,  be  so  di- 
ided  among  all  persons  interested  therein :  Pro* 
dedy  however^  That  this  allowance  shall  be  made 
ily  to  such  boats  or  vessels  as  shall  have  been 
itually  employed  at  sea  in  the  codfishery,  for 
e  term  of  lour  months,  at  the  least,  of  the  pre- 
ding  season :  And  provided,  alao,   That  such 
«t  or  vessel  shall  have  landed,  in  the  course  of 
id  precedinif  season,  a  quantity  of  fish  not  less 
an  twelve    quintals  for  every  ton  of  her  ad- 
easurement ;  the  said  quantity  of  fish  to  be  as- 
irtained  when  dried  and  cured  fit  for  exporta- 
>n,  and  according  to  the  weight  thereof,  as  the 
.me  shall  weigh  at  the  time  of  delivery,  when 
tually  sold,  which  account  of  the  weight,  with 
e  original  adjustment  and  settlement  of  the  fare 
fares  amoog  the  owners  and  fishermen,  togeth- 
with  a  written  account  of  the  length,  breadth, 
id  depth  of  said  boat  or  vessel,  and  the  time 
le  has  actually  been  employed  in  the  fishery  in 
le  preceding  season,  shadl,  in  all  cases,  be  pro- 
iced  and  sworn  or  afi&rmed  to  before  the  said 
Elector  of  the  district,  in  order  to  entitle  the 
vner,  his  agent,  or  lawful  representative,  to  re- 
iive  the  allowances  aforesaid.    And  if,  at  any 
me  within  one  year  after  payment  of  such  al* 
wance,  it  shall  appear  that  any  fraud  or  deceit 
18  been  practised  in  obtaining  the  same,  the  boat 
'  vessel  upon  which  such  allowance  shall  have 
)en  paid,  if  found  within  the  district  aforesaid, 
lall  be  forfeited ;  otherwise,  the  owner  or  own* 
s,  having  practised  such  fraud  or  deceit,  shall 
rfeit  and  pay  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  sued 
r,  recovered,  and  distributed  in  the  same  man- 
»r  as  forfeitures  and  penalties  are  to  be  sued  for, 
icovered  and  distributed  for  any  breach  of  the 


act,  entitled  ."An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
owner  or  owners  of  every  fishing  vessel  of  twenty 
tons  and  upwards,  his  or  their  agent,  or  lawful 
representative,  shall,  previous  to  receiving  the  al* 
lowaoce  made  by  this  act,  produce  to  the  col- 
lector who  is  authorized  to  pay  the  same,  the 
original  agreement  or  agreements  which  may 
have  been  made  with  the  fishermen  employed  on 
board  such  vessel,  as  is  hereinbefore  required,  and, 
also,  a  certificate,  to  be  by  him  or  them  subscribed, 
therein  mentioning  the  particular  days  on  which 
such  vessel  sailed  and  returned  on  the  several 
voyages  or  fares  she  may  have  made  in  the  pre- 
ceding fishing  season,  to  the  truth  of  which  he  or 
they  shall  swear  or  affirm  before  the  collector 
aforesaid. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no 
ship  or  vessel  of  twenty  tons  or  upwards,  em* 
ployed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  allow* 
ance  granted  by  this  act,  unless  the  skipper  or 
master  thereof  shall,  before  he  proceeds  on  any 
fibbing  voyage,  make  an  agreement  in  writing,  or 
in  print,  with  every  fisherman  employed  therein 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled 
**An  act  for  the  government  of  persons  in  certain 
fisheries." 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
person  who  shall  make  any  false  declaration  in 
any  oath  or  affirmation  required  by  this  act,  being 
•  duly  convicted  thereof  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States  having  jurisdiction  of  such  ofience,  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury, 
and  shall  be  punished  accordingly. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination 
of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now 
engaged  with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and 
for  one  year  thereafter  anu  no  longer. 

Approved,  July  29, 1813. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on 
the  subject  of  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  persons  resident  with- 
in the  United  States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  on 
the  eighteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twelve,  who  had,  before 
that  day,  made  a  declaration,  according  to  law, 
of  their  intentions  to  become  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  who,  by  the  existing  laws  of  the 
United  States,  were  pn  that  day  entitled  to  be- 
come citizens,  without  making  such  declaration, 
may  be  admitted  to  become  citizens  thereof,  not- 
withstanding they  shall  be  alien  enemies,  at  the 
times  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  bjr  the  laws 
heretofore  passed  on  that  subject:  Provided,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  taken  or  con* 
strued  to  interfere  with  or  prevent  the  apprehen- 
sion and  removal,  agreeably  to  law,  of  any  alien 
enemy  at  any  time  previous  to  the  actual  natural- 
ization of  such  alien.  * 

Approved,  July  90 ,  1813. 
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Am  Act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  within  the  Uni- 
ted 8tatea. 

Beit  enacted,  fc,  That  a  direct  tax  of  three 
millions  of  dollars  shall  be.  and  is  hereby^,  laid 
upon  the  United  States,  ana  apportioned  to  the 
States  renpectively,  in  the  manner  following : 

To  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  ninety-six 
thousand  seven  hundred 'tainety-three  dollars  and 
thirty-seren  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  three  hundred 
sixteen  thousand  two  hundred  seventy  dollars 
and  ninety-eight  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  thirty-four  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  twodollars  and  eighteen  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Connecticut,  one  hundred 
eighteen  thousand  one  hundred  sixty-seven  dol- 
lars and  seventy  one  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Vermont,  ninety-eight  thou- 
sand three  hundred  forty-three  dollars  and  sev- 
enty-one cents.  * 

To  the  State  of  New  York,  four  hundred  thirty 
thousand  one  hundred  forty-one  dollars  and  six- 
ty-two cents. 

To  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  one  hundred 
eight  thousand  eight  hundred  seventy-one  dollars 
and  eighty-three  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  three  hundred 
sixty-five  thousand  four  hundred  seventy-nine 
dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Delaware,  thirty-two  thousand 
forty-six  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Maryland,  one  hundred  fifty- 
one  thousand  six  hundred  twenty-three  dollars 
and  ninety-four  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Virginia,  three  hundred  six- 
ty nine  thousand  eighteen  dollars  and  forty-four 
cents. 

To  the  State  of  Kentucky,  one  hundred  sixty- 
eight  thousand  nine  hundred  twenty-eight  dollars 
and  seventy-six  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Ohio,  one  hundred  four  thou- 
sand one  hundred  fifty  dollars  and  fourteen  cents. 

To  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  two  hundred 
twenty  thousand  two  hundred  thirty-eight  dollars 
and  twenty-eight  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Tennessee,  one  hundred  ten 
thousand  eighty-six  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents. 

To  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  one  hundred 
fifty-one  thousand  nine  hundred  Are  dollars  and 
forty-eight  cents. 

To  the  State  of  (Georgia,  ninety-four  thousand 
nine  hundred  thirty-six  dollars  and  forty-nine 
cents. 

And  to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  twenty-eight 
thousand  two  hundred  ninety-five  dollars  and 
eleven  cents. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  the 
(|Uota8  or  portions  payable  by  the  States  respect- 
ively, shall  be  laid  and  apportioned  on  the  sev- 
eral counties  and  State  districts  of  the  said  States, 
aa  defined  with  reroect  to  the  boundaries  of  the 
said  counties  and  State  districts,  by  an  act.  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,"  in  the  manner 
following : 

/n  the  State  of  I^w  Hatn^Mre. — On  the 


county  of  Rockingham,  twenty-ilfe  taai 
two  hundred  ninety-eight  dollan  aod  eigktf«i 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Strafibrd.  serenteeD  te" 
sand  six  hundred  ninety-eight  doUin  tid»if> 
six  cents. 

On  the  couftty  of  HilUboroogb,  tweoty  tbi' 
sand  two  hundred  nineteen  dollan  and  ana 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cheshire,  oinetcfli  thoiad 
three  hundred  eighteen  dollars  and  three ceiti. 

On  the  county  of  Qrafton,  elerea  tbomi 
nine  hundred  ten  dollars  and  forty-three eetti. 

And  on  the  county  of  Coos,  two  tlioaad 
three  hundred  forty-eight  dollan  and  tvn^ 
cents. 

In  the  State  of  Manackuutt$.^-OtL  theeoHif 
of  Washington,  two  thousand  six  hnndndnm- 
ty-three  douars  and  fifty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hancock,  nine  thoonlm 
hundred  ninety  dollars  and  sixty-fire  eeiti. 

On  the  county  of  Lincoln,  tbirteea  thiifli 
six  hundred  aeventy-two  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Kenaebeek,  niae  tbonnJ 
six  hundred  ninety-six  dollars  aad  fiftf-tii 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Somerset,  three  tbfliii 
five  hundred  four  dollars  and  sixty-cbieeeeitk 

On  the  county  of  Oxford,  fire  thooMd  in 
hundred  fifty-nine  dollars  and  sixir  eeoti 

On  the  county  of  Curoberlaad,  mmi^tmri 
seven  hundred  eighty-aeven  dollars  ui  Biietj- 
nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  York,  foorteea  thmsu&oae 
hundred  seventy-five  dollars  aod  ihtte  eeai& 

On  the  county  of  Essex,  fortf-oae  thow 
six  hundred  forty-three  dollars  and  oaeceni 

On  the  county  of  Middlesex,  tweaty-ox  tkif 
sand  four  hundred  thirty-t^ree  doUantadfoitf 
five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Sufiblk,  forty-three  tk«w 
six  hundred  seventy-six  dollars  and  eighif^ 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Norfolk,  fiAeen  thoasni^ 
hundred  twenty-nine  dollars  and  ei^hrf-oF 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Plymouth,  fooiceea  thotf" 
four  hundred  aeventy-eight  dollars  and  sixty-^ffl 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bristol,  fonrteea  thosv 
four  hundred  sixty-nine  dollars  aad  sixteeae^ 

On  the  county  of  Barnstable,  six  tbooato^l* 
hundred  fifty-three  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Dukes,  one  thoosafii/H 
hundred  seventy-three  dollars  aad  thirtf-*'' 
cents.  ^ 

On  the  county  of  Nantucket,  foor  tk*"" 
nine  hundred  twenty-four  dollars  aDd  tbiitf'<* 
cents*  .! 

On  the  county  of  Worcester,  thirty  th«P 
one  hundred  seventy-one  dollars  aDd  sereatf* 
cents.  ,    I 

On  the  counties  of  Hampshire,  PraakiM 
Hampden,  twenty-nine  thousand  six  ^^ 
thirty-four  dollars  and  Are  cents.  ^ 

And  on  the  county  of  Berkshire,  tkirflctf  "^ 
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rctstle,  twelre  thousand  two  hundred  eight 
ftrs  and  eight  cents. 

n  the  county  of  Kent,  ten  thousand  six  hun- 
I  eightf-two  dollars  and  seven  cents, 
nd  on  the  county  of  Sussex,  nine  thousand 
hundred  fifty-six  dollars  and  six  cents. 
I  the  State  of  MaryiaruL — On  the  county  of 
lerset,  five  thousand  five  hundred  forty  dol- 
» 

Q  the  county  of  Worcester,  four  thousand 
» hundred  ten  dollars. 

n  the  county  of  Dorchester,  five  thou^nd  five 
dred  ten  dollars. 

n  the  countv  of  Talbot,  four  thousand  one 
dred  forty  dollars. 

u  the  county  of  Q,neen  Anne,  five  thousand 
hundred  thirty  dollars. 

'tt  the  countv  of  Caroline,  two  thousand  two 
dred  fifty  dollars. 

n  the  county  of  Kent,  four  thousand  two 
dred  thirteen  dollars  and  ninety-four  cents, 
•n  the  county  of  Cecil,  five  thousand  nine  hun- 
t  fifty  dollars. 

'n  the  county  of  Harford,  five  thousand  three 
dred  fifty  dollars. 

^n  the  city  and  county  of  Baltimore,  forty- 
it  thousand  six  hundred  seventy  dollars. 
^  the  county  of  Anne  Arundel,  nine  thousand 
It  hundred  ten  dollars. 

^n  the  county  of  Prince  George,  seven  thon- 
1  six  hundred  ninety  dollars, 
'n  the  county  of  Cfalvert,  two  thousand  four 
dred  ten  pilars. 

n  the  county  of  St.  Mary,  three  thousand 
>  hundred  fifty  dollars. 

n  the  county  of  Charles,  six  thousand  seven 
dred  forty  dollars. 

n  the  county  of  Montgomery,  five  thousand 
hundred  ten  dollars. 

n  the  eoun  i y  of  Frederick,  fourteen  thousand 
hundred  seventy  dollars, 
u  the  county  of  Washington,  seVen  thousand 
«  hundred  seventy  dollars, 
ind  on  the  county  of  Alleghany,  two  thousand 
I  hundred  ten  dollars. 

%  the  StcUe  of  Virginia. — On  the  county  of 
^,  three  hundred  forty-seven  dollars  and  nfty 
ts. 

>n  the  county  of  Washington,  one  thousand 
lit  hundred  ninety-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
>a  the  county  of  Grayson,  two  hundred  thirty- 
ee  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
)n  the  county  of  Russell,  oae  thousand  three 
idred  thirty-six  dollars. 
>o  the  eounty^  of  Wythe,  one  thousand  five 
idred  thirty*eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
)b  the  county  of  Tazewell,  one  thousand  two 
idred  sixty-seven  dollars. 
)n  the  county  of  Botetourt,  three  thousand  one 
idred  fourteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
>n  the  county  of  Montgomery,  one  thousand 
ee  hnndrecl  twelve  doUar^and  fifty  cents. 
}a  the  county  of  Giles,  five  hundred  forty  dol- 
i  and  fifty  cents. 

)n  the  county  of  Monroe,  one  thousand  thirty 
lara  and  fifty  cents^ 


On  the  county  of  Gkeenbrier,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  fifty  dollars  and  forty-four  cents. 

On  the'county  of  Kenhawa,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  sixty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cabell,  one  tnousand  five 
hundred  forty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Mason,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  thirty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Randolph,  five  thousand  four 
hundred  sixty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Harrison,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  seventy -two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Wood,  one  thousand  (hree 
hundred  thirty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Monongalia,  two  thousand 
nine  hundred  ninety-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Ohio,  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  countv  of  Brooke,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  ninety-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

'On  the  county  of  Bath,  two  thousand  three 
hundred  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pendleton,  one  thousand  four 
hundred  twenty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hardy,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  twenty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hampshire,  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  ninety-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Rocllbridge,  three  thousand 
three  hundred  ninety-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Augusta,  six  thousand  seven 
hundred  thirty-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Rockingham,  six  thousand 
one  hundred  sixty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  five  thousand 
nine  hundred  seventy-eight  dollars  and  fifty 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Frederick,  eleven  thousand 
eight  hundred  seventy-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Berkley  and  on  the  county 
of  Jefferson,  thirteen  thousand  twenty-'two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bedford,  five  thousand  two 
hundred  thirty -three  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Patrick,  seven  hundred  sev-> 
enty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Henry,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  four  dollars  and  fffty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  two  thousand  four 
dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Campbell,  three  thousani 
eight  hundred  fifty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Charlotte,  four  thousand 
ninety  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pittsylvania,  four  thousand 
three  hundred  sixty-three  dollars  and  fifty  centsv 

On  the  county  of  Halifax,  six  thousand  seven 
hundred  eighty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Meeklenberg,  six  thousand 
eight  hundred  sixty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Lunenberg,  three  thousand 

eight  hundred  twenty-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

'  On  the  county  of  Brunswick,  four  thousand 

eight  hundred  seventy-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  or  Nottoway,  four  thousand 
eight  hundred  twenty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
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Oa  the  coantv  of  Prince  Edward,  foar  thoa« 
saod  four  bunared  foarteen  dollars  and  fifty 
ceD(8. 

Oq  the  couDty  of  BuckiDffham,  fi^c  ihoosaod 
■eren  haadred  forty-oae  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cumberland,  four  thousand 
seven  hundred  fifteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Amelia,  five  thousand  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Powhatan,  three  thousand 
eight  hundred  ninety-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  six  thousand 
four  hundred  forty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Dinwiddle  and  town  of  Pe- 
tersburg, eight  thousand  one  hundred  ninety-two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Prince  Qeorge,  two  thousand 
nine  hundred  eighty -eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  countj  or  Greenville,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  thirty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Sussex,  three  thousand  nine 
hundred  forty-ffve  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Southampton,  four  thousand 
six  hundred  fifty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Surry,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  forty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  kle  of  Wight,  two  thousand 
six  hundred  eighty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Nassemond,  three  thousand 
two  hundred  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  and  borough  of  Norfolk,  nine 
thousand  eight  hundred  fifty-seven  dollars  and 
fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Princess  Anne,  two  thousand 
four  hundred  seventeen  dollars  ana  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Elizabeth  City,  eight  hundred 
thirty-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Warwick,  eight  hundred  fifty- 
five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  York,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  seventy-three  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  James  City,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  thirty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  New  Kent,  two  thousand 
aiz  hundred  eighty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Charles  City,  two  thousand 
Mie  hundred  fifty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Henrico,  eight  thousand  fifty 
dollars  and  fifty  cenu. 

On  the  county  of  Qoochland,  four  thousand 
five  hundred  fifty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hanover,  six  thousand  forty- 
ftine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  countv  of  Amherst  and  on  the  couoty 
of  Nelson,  nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirteen 
dollars. 

Oa  the  county  of  Albemarle,  nine  thousand 
four  hundred  nioetj-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  ofFluvannah,  two  thousand  one^ 
hundred  thirty-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Orange,  five  thousand  two 
hundred  six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Madison,  four  thousand  two 
hundred  forty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Culpepper,  eight  thousand 
six  hundred  ninety-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 


On  the  coonty  of  Fauquier,  eight  thowMiiiae 
hundred  forty  dollars  and  fift^  eents. 

On  the  county  of  Prince  Wiliiamj  five  thonad 
two  hundred  forty  one  dollars  and  fifty  eealL 

On  the  county  of  Sufford,  three  tkousaad  ht 
hundred  seventy-nine  dollars  and  fifty  ceais. 

On  the  county  of  Loudon,  eight  thoiisami  one 
hundred  thirty  dollars  and  fiifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Fairfax,  six  thousand  duce 
hundred  fifty-four  dollars  and  fiftjr  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Spotuylvaua,  six  thouni 
two  hundred  sixty-two  dollars  and  fifty  eeats. 

On  the  county  of  Louisa,  four  thousand  Um 
hundred  twenty-five  dollars  and  fifty  eeaia. 

On  the  county  of  Caroline,  seven  thoonndat 
hundred  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  King  Ckorge,  two  thousai 
seven  hundred  thirty-six  dollars  and  fifty 

On  the  couoty  of  Westmoreland,  three 
five  hundred  and  fourteen  dollaia  and  fifty  i 

On  the  county  of  Richmond,  two  thoaauiai 
hundred  twenty-four  dollars  and  fifty  etmtL 

On  the  county  of  Northumberland,  three  thfle* 
sand  sixteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Lancaster,  one  thousand  wm 
hundred  fifty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  King  William,  three 
four  hundred  fifty-four  dollars  and  fifty 

On  the  couoty  of  King  and  ^oeen.  two  thon- 
sand  eight  hundred  sixty  dollars  and  fifty  eenis. 

On  the  county  of  Elssex,  three  thouMad  tkne 
hundred  thirty-six  dollars  and  fifty  ccohl 

On  the  county  of  Middlesex,  ooc^kMsaad  aioc 
hundred  forty-one  dollars  and  Mj  cents. 

On  the  couoty  of  Gloucestei,  thKe  thMaand 
three  hundred  ninety-seven  dollars  aad  fifty 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Matthews^  one  thmnandsix 
hundred  eleven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Accomac,  Are  thousand  one 
hundred  thirty-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

And  on  thecounty  of  Northampton,  three  than- 
sand  one  hundred  seven  dollars  ajid  fifty 

In  the  SUOeqf  North  Osroluia.— On  the 
of  Currituck,  two  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars  and  eighty^x  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Camden,  two  thoosnnd  ta 
hundred  sixty-two  dollars  and  ninety-five  uiii. 

On  the  countj  of  Pasquotank,  three  thouatai 
four  hundred  nmety-three  dollars  and  nineif-ah 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Perquimans,  two 
one  hundred  seventy  dollars  and  eighty-fi.ve< 

On  the  county  of  Qaies,  two  thoosand 
dred  thirty-four  dollars  and  twenty  cents 

On  the  county  of  Chowan,  two 
hundred  forty-two  dollars  and  seventy  ceiii& 

On  the  county  of  Hartford,  two  thooaamd  niaii 
hundred  fifty-«ix  dollars  and  thirteen  eenis. 

On  the  county  of  Bertie,  five  thoasand  twi 
hundred  sixty-seven  dollars  and   twi 
cents. 


tnis.  • 

On  the  county  of  Northampton,  six  ih( 
seven  hundred  sixty  dollars  and  eighty-ei^i 

On  the  county  of  Halifax,sevett  thonanr " 
hundred  twenty  dollars  and  ninety-seTen 
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'a  the  county  of  Washington,  one  thouannd 

It  hundred  fifty  dollars. 

^a  the  county  of  Tyrrel,  one  thousand  three 

dred  ninety-one  dolUrs  and  forty-eight  cents. 

*n  the  county  of  Hyde,  two  thousand  three 

dred  eighty-six  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents. 

^n  the  county  of  Pitt,  three  thoosand  four  hun- 

l  ninety-six  dollars  and  forty-two  cents. 

^n  the  county  of  Edgecomhe,  six  thousand 

y-six  dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents. 

^n  the  county  of  Beaufort,  two  thousand  eight 

dred  twenty-four  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents. 

^n  the  country  of  Green,  one  thousand  six  hun- 

1  forty-five  dollars  and  ninety-four  cents. 

^n  the  county  of  Craven,  five  thousand  five 

dred  fifty-seven  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents. 

^n  the  county  of  Carteret,  one  thousand  three 

idred  seventy-three  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 

^n  the  county  of  Jones,  two  thousand  two 

dred  thirty-three  dollars  seventy-nine  cents. 

^n  the  county  of  Lenoir,  two  thousand  one 

dred  seven ty-ei^ht  dollars  and  ninety  cents. 

In  the  county  ol  Johnson,  three  thousand  two 

dred  sixty-three  dollars  and  fifteen  cents. 

In  the  countv  of  Wayne,  three  thousand  thirty- 

r  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents. 

In  the  county  of  Warren,  five  thousand  five 

dred*  twenty-fivedollars  aod  thirty-three  cents. 

In  the  county  of  Franklin,  four  thousand  five 

dred  seventy-six  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents. 

In  the  countv  of  Nash,  two  thousand  nine  hun- 

1  eighty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

'n  the  county  of  Granville,  six  thousand  four 

dred  forty-four  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents. 

)n  the  county  of  Onslow,  two  thousand  two 

dred  thirty-four  dollars  and  eleven  cents. 

>n  the  county  of  New  Hanover,  six  thousand 

hundred  ninety  dollars  and  eleven  cents. 

^n  the  county  of  Duplin,  three  thousand  two 

idred    thirty-seven  dollars    and  seventy-one 

ts. 

^n  the  county  of  Sampson,  two  thousand  nine 

idred  fifty-one  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents. 

^n  the  county  of  Brunswick,  one  thousand 

e  hundred  eighty*three  dollars  and  sixty-eight 

ts. 

ia  the  county  of  Bladen,  two  thousand  seven 

idred  two  dollars  and  eighty*three  cents, 

^n  the  countv  of  Columbus,  one  thousand  two 

idred  thirty-nve  dollars  and  fifteen  cents. 

>n  the  county  of  Cumberland,  five  thousand 

hundred  thirty-eight  dollars  aoijl  eighty-four 

ts. 

)n  the  county  of  Robeson,  three  thousand  three 

idred  twenty-three  dollars  and  fourteen  cents. 

}n  the  county  of  Montgomery,  two  thousand 

lit  hundred  seventy-five  dollars  and  three  cents. 

>n  the  countv  of  Richmond,  two  thousand 

Be  hundred  eighty-three  dollars  and  thirty-nine 

ts. 

)n  the  county  of  Anson,  two  thousand  seven 

idred  ninety-two  dollars  and  twenty-seven 

ta. 

)n  the  county  of  MoorcL  two  thousand  three 

idred  ninety-seven   dollara   and   ninety-two 

its. 


On  the  county  of  Orange,  seven  thousand  three 
hundred  sixty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Wake,  six  thousand  fout 
hundred  forty-three  dollars  and  fiAy-four  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Person,  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  fifty-one  dollars  and  fifty  seven  cents. 

On  the  countjr  of  Rockingham,  three  thousand 
nine  hundred  sixty-two  dollars  and  forty-seven 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Caswell,  four  thousand  sixty- 
seven  dollars  and  ninety-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Guilford,  four  thousand  four 
hundred  ninety-one  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Stokes,  three  thousand  eight 
hundred  forty-two  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Rowan,  eight  thousand  eight 
hundred  seventy-two  dollars  and  thirteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Randolph,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  sixty-four  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Chatham,  four  thousand  three 
hundred  thirty-seven  dollars  eighty-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Lincoln,  five  thousand  six 
hundred  fifty-two  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents. 
.  On  the  county  of  Mecklenburg,  &ye  thousand 
four  hundred  sixty- three  dollars  and  sixty-three 
cenu. 

On  the  county  of  Cabarrus,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  forty-five  dollars  and  seventy  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Buncombe,  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  sixty  dollars  and  forty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Haywood,  eight  hundred 
six  dollars  and  eighteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Burke,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  sixty-four  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Rutherford,  three  thousand 
nine  hundred  seventeen  dollars  and  fifty-three 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Surry,  three*  thousand  three 
hundred  ninety-seven  dollars  and  eighty-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Wilkes,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  seven  dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents. 

On  thecounty  of  Ashe,  seven  hundred  twenty- 
four  dollars  and  thirty-four  cenu. 

And  on  the  county  of  Iredell,  three  thousand 
eight  hundred  twelve  dollars  and  sixty-one  eenta* 

In  <Ae  Slate  of  OAio.— On  the  county  of  Ross, 
three  thousand  eight  hundred  seventeen  dollars 
and  forty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Highland,  eight  hundred 
seventy-five  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents. 

On  the  country  of  Clinton,  four  hundred  ninety- 
one  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Madison,  four  hundred  one 
dollars  and  thirty  seven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Champaign,  eight  hundred 
twelve  dollars  and  sixty-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Greene,  one  thousapd  five 
hundred  seventeen  dollars  and  fourteen  cents. 

On  thecounty  of  Delaware,  six  hundred  ninety- 
one  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  seventy-three  dollars  and  ninety  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Tuscarawas,  four  hundred 
five  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Knox,  four  hundred  dollars 
and  thirty-two  cents. 
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Oo  the  counties  of  Colambi«Da  ftod  Stark,  two 
thousand  six  hundred  eighty-seven  dollars  and 
forty-two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Jefferson,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  eighty-eight  dollars  and  forty-two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Warren,  two  thousand  ninety- 
oine  dollars  and  fourteeil  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Scioto,  four  hundred  twelve 
dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents. 

On  the'county  or  Licking,  seven  hundred  eighty- 
nine  dollars  and  thirteen  cents* 

On  the  county  of  Guernsey,  two  hundred  thirty- 
seven  dollars  and  forty-four  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Montgomery,  one  thousand 
five  hundred  fifty-six  dollars  and  one  cent. 

On  the  county  of  Washington,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  forty -two  dollars  and  nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Muskingum,  one  thousand 
five  hundred  forty  seven  dollars  and  forty-eight 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pickaway,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  two  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Belmont,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  seventy-one  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Adams,  one  thousand  four 
hundred  thirty-three  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Clermont,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  ninety-seven  dollars  eighty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hamilton,  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  seventy-five  dollars  and  seventy-nine 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Miami,  four  hundred  twenty- 
one  dollars  and  ten  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Preble,  three  hundred  twenty- 
six  dollars  and  fifty  two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Butler,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  fifty-seven  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 

On  the  eoontv  of  Athens,  two  hundred  seventy-, 
two  dollars  and  three  cenu. 

On  the  county  of  Gbllia.  five  hundred  two  dol- 
lars and  fifty-seven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Portage,  one  thousand  four 
hundred  sixty-four  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Qeauga,  eight  hundred  fifty- 
two  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents. 

Oo  the  county  of  Cayahoga,  five  hundred  eight- 
een dollars  and  fifty-four  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Trumbiill,  including  Ashta- 
bula, two  thousand  two  hundred  seventy  dollars 
and  four  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Fairfield,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  twenty-four  dollars  and  sixty-one  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Fayette,  two  hundred 
eighty-three  dollars  and  fifteen  cents. 

Which  several  quotas  on  the  counties  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  are  exclusively  of  the  taxes  on 
land  lying  in  the  said  counties  respectively,  and 
owned  by  persons  not  residing  in  the  State. 

And  on  lands  owned  by  persons  not  residing  in 
the  State,  sixty  one  thousand  five  hundred  twenty- 
nine  dollars  and  ninety-one  cents. 

In  the  State  of  Kentucky, — On  the  county  of 
Clarke,  four  thousand  eight  hundred  sixteen  dol- 
lars and  eighty-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Estill,  three  hundred  fifty- 
four  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 


On  the  county  of  Montgomery,  two  thoaariax 
hundred  fifty-eight  dollar?  and  ninety-five  con. 

On  the  count V  of  Bath,  one  thousand  tvs^fr 
dred  twelve  dollars  and  ninety-two  ccntk 

On  the  county  of  Fleming,  two  tkousaad  fan 
hundred  forty-eight  dollars  and  eighty-nine eett. 

On  the  county  of  Greenap,  eight  hundred  xr- 
enty-four  dollars  and  ninety-nix  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Floyd,  sik  htmdfed  sixtf-iit 
dollars  and  sixty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Fayette,  fourteen  thoaoni 
five  hundred  eighty-five  dollars  and  tweaty-c^ 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Jesaamine,  three  ihoaad 
three  hundred  five  dollars  nod  ninety-ievei  catk 

On  the  county  of  Woodford,  four  ihcuad 
seven  hundred  seven  dollars  and  thirty  ccdil 

On  the  county  of  Scott,  four  thousand  foerkn- 
dred  forty-nine  dollars  and  thirty -seven  eesa. 

On  the  county  of  Harrison^  two  thonsanl  bim 
hundred  forty-three  dollars  and  ten  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pendleton,  seven  hnM 
twenty-one  dollars  and  sixty  cents. 

On  the  counter  of  CampbelL  one  thoosaad  tkne 
hundred  fifty-nine  dollars  and  forty-four  can. 

On  the  county  of  Boone,  one  thoosaad  o^^ 
nine  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Gkllatin,  one  thonsind  ok 
hundred  forty-six  dollars  and  three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  four  thonsaod  ax 
hundred  ninety-one  dollars  and  sixteen  eeD& 

On  the  county  of  Bonrbon,  seven  EbMMaadone 
hundred  seventy-four  dollarsnnd  twrntf-ai  oeats. 

On  the  county  of  Nicholas,  one  thoimad  three 
hundred  twenty-five  dollars  and  sevmiy  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Mason,  five  thousand  three 
hundred  eleven  dollars  and  nine  ceatk 

On  the  county  of  Bracken,  one  thoaaaad  ceo 
hundred  thirty-five  dollars  and  three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Lie  wis,  six  hundred  fifty-sens 
dollars  ^nd  sixty-four  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Livingston,  one  thsosud 
three  hundred  sixty-one  dollars  and  eighty-w 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Caldwell,  one  thoosand  tkiw 
hundred  ninety-seven  dollars  and  fiftv-eight  con. 

On  the  county  of  Christian,  three  thousand  ta 
hundred  seventy-six  dollars  and  one  cent. 

On  the  county  of  Breekenridgc^  nine  hanW 
seventy-two  dollars  and  eleven  centst 

On. the  county  of  Ohio,  one  thousand  two  h» 
dred  sixty-thnee  dollars  and  twenty-five  cea&. 

On  the  county  of  Grayson,  five  hundred  twee? 
dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Muhlenberg,  one  thonaid 
two  hundred  thirty-six  dollars  and  sixty  eesn- 

On  the  county  of  Henderson,  one  thoosaad  ikiet 
hundred  two  dollars  and  ninety-six  coits. 

On  the  county  of  Hopkins,  nine  hundred  sir 
teen  dollars  and  ninety  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Union,  seven  hundred  six  dd- 
lars  and  ninety-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Barron,  three  thousand  tbtf 
hundred  forty-four  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 

Oo  the  eounty  of  Warren,  three  thonand  ^ 
hundred  one  doUais  and  ninety  eeais. 


>8 


APPENDIX. 


2764 


Publie  AcU  of  Ccngreu. 


^n   the  county  of  Logao,  foar  thousaDd  two 
dred  twelve  dollars  and  ninety-one  cents. 
^a  the  county  of  Butler,  five  hundred  ninety- 
dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 
>n  the  county  of  Cumberland,  one  thousand 
en  hundred  two  dollars  and  six  cents. 
*n  the  county  of  Mercer,  five  thousand  eight 
id  red  eighty-five  dollars  and  fifty- four  cents, 
in  the  couDty  of  Qarrardi  three  thousand  four 
dred  twenty-three  dollars  and  thirty  cents. 
^n  the  county  of  Madison,  four  thousand  nine 
dred  thirty-three  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents, 
^n  the  county  of  Clay,  five  hundred  twenty- 
>  dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents; 
^n  the  county  of  Bullitt,  one  thousand  nineteen 
ars  and  forty-three  cents, 
^n  the  countV  of  Je£ferson,  eight  thousand  six 
dred  thirty-nve  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents. 
»a  the  county  of  Henry,  two  thousand  three 
ars  aod  seventy-one  cents. 
>n   the  county  of  Shelby,  five  thousand  four 
dred  thirty-one  dollars  and  ten  cents. 
)n    the  countj  of  Lincoln,  three  thousand 
It  hundred  fifty-two  dollars  and  sixty-eight 
is. 

>m  the  county  of  Rockcastle,  five  hundred 
y  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents. 
^n  the  county  of  Knox,  one  thousand  three 
dred  eighteen  dollars  and  twenty-two  cents. 
>n  the  county  of  Pulaski,  one  thousand  two 
dred  sixty-two  dollars  and  eighty-two  cents, 
^n  the  county  of  Wayne,  one  thousand  three 
dred  forty-three  dollars  and  six  cents. 
•n  the  county  of  Adair,  one  thousand  eight 
dred  eight  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents. 
»n  the  county  of  Casey,  seven  hundred  one 
ars  and  twenty  cents. 

>a  the  county  of  Hardin,  two  thousand  three 
dred  eighty*three  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents, 
^n  the  county  of  Nelson,  five  thousand  one 
dred  four  dollars  and  ninety-eight  cents. 
>n  the  countv  of  Washington,  three  thousand 
U  hundred  nfty-eight  dollars  and  forty  cents. 
Lttd  on  the  county  of  Qreene,  two  thousand 
hundred  forty-four  dollars  and  ninety-four 

U. 

Vhich  several  quotas  on  the  counties  of  the 
te  of  Kentucky  are  exclusively  of  the  taxes 
lands  lying  in  the  said  counties  respectively, 
i  owned  •by  persons  not  residing  within  the 

te. 

lUtd  on  lands  owned  by  persons  not  residing 
the  State,  eighteen  thousand  four  hundred 
ety-three  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents, 
rbe  assessment  on  and  distribution  among  the 
1  lands  of  which  sum  shall  be  made^any  pro- 
on  in  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
,  by  the  assessor  of  that  district  in  the  said 
;te,  which  includes  the  town  of  Frankford, 
n  the  list  of  said  lands,  as  entered  for  payment 
taxes  with  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  of 
State  of  Elentucky,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
bt  hundred  and  eleven,  and  from  such  other 
irmation  as  he  may  be  able  to  obtain;  and  on 
ure  to  pay  the  said  tax  in  the  manner  pro- 
ed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  sale' 
13th  Con.  2d  Ssss. 


of  the  said  lands  being  previously  advertised  ac- 
cording to  the  said  laws,  shall  be  made  b^  the 
collector  of  that  district,  which  includes  the  said 
town,  at  the  capital  therein. 

In  the  State  of  South  Carolina. — On  the  dis- 
trict of  Charleston,  forty-seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  eighty  dollars.* 

On  the  district  of  Colleton,  twelve  thousand 
nine  hundred  eighty-nine  dollars  and  twenty- 
seven  cents. 

On  the  district  of  Beaufort,  fifteen  thousand 
four  hundred  twenty  dollars  and  seventy-three 
cents. 

On  the  district  of  Barnwell,  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Orangeburg,  four  thousand 
six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Lexington,  two  thousand 
and  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Richland,  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Edgefield,  five  thousand  five 
hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Abbeville,  four  thousand  nine 
hundred  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Pendleton,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Qreenville,one  thousand  fbnr 
hundred  ^vt  dollars  and  Ibrty-elght  cents. 

On  the  district  of  Spartanburg,  two  thousand 
two  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Union,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  York,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Chester,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Laurens,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Newberry,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

On  the  district  or  Fairfield,  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Lancaster,  nine  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Kershaw,  three  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Sumter,  six  thousand  and 
thirty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Chesterfield,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Darlington,  two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Georgetown,  eleven  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Horry,  one  thousand  and 
sixty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Marion,  three  thousand  and 
ten  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Williamsburg,  two  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars. 

And  on  the  district  of  Marlboroughj  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  thirty  dollars. 

In  the  State  of  Tbmeasee.— On  the  county  of 
Washington,  two  thousand  four  hundred  ninety- 
two  dollars. 
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Oa  the  county  of  SuliiTan,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  five  dollars. 

On  the  cq^unty  of  Greene,  three  thoasaad  one 
hundred  twenty-seven  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Hawkins,  two  thousand  four 
hundred  sixty-one  dollacs. 

Od  the  county  of  Carter,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  forty-nine  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Cooke,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  fifty-nine  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Knox,  three  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars  seventy-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Jefferson,  two  thousand  three 
hundred  fifty-three  dollars  and  seventeen  cents. 

On  the  countv  of  Sevier,  one  thousand  four 
hundred  eighty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Blount,  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  forty-six  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Granger,  two  thousand  and 
sixty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Claiborne,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  forty-five  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Anderson,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  seventy-five  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Campbell,  eight  hundred 
fifty-nine  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Roan,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  ninety-seven  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Bledsoe,  one  thousand  and 
forty-nine  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Rhea,  eight  hundred  and 
six  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Sn\ith,  five  thousand  six  hun- 
dred twenty-six  dollars. 

On  the  couotv  of  Jackson,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  nine  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Overton,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  twenty-five  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  White,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  forty-four  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Warren,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  sixty-five  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  sixty-seven  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Bedford,  three  thousand  nine 
hundred  eighty-one  dollars. 

On  the  counter  of  Lincoln,  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  forty- eight  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Sumner,  six  thousand  six 
hundred  sixty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Davidson,  seven '  thousand 
fire  hundred  thirty-nine  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Williamson,  six  thousand 
three  hundred  fifty-three  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Rutherford,  four  thousand 
nine  hundred  fifty-eieht  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Wilson,  five  thousand  seven 
hundred  seventy-three  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Maury,  five  thousand  and 
three  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Giles,  two  thousand  one  hun- 
dred ninety-six  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Hickman,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  forty-seven  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Humphries,  seven  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars. 


On  the  county  of  Stewart,  two  thousand  iftf- 
eight  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Uixoii,  two  chousaad  ok 
hundred  eighty-one  dollars. 

Oa  the  county  of  Montgomery,  three  ihouai 
eight  hundred  seventy-four  dollars. 

And  on  the  county  of  Robertson,  three  ihsB- 
sand  five  hundred  eleven  dollars. 

In  the  State  of  Georgia, — On  the  eonatygf 
Chatham,  nineteen  thousand  three  hondreiif- 
teen  dollars  and  thirty-five  cent^ . 

On  the  county  of  Bryan,  nine  hundred  fifty-OK 
dollars  and  seventy-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Liberty,  three  thousand  iftf- 
eight  dollars  and  fourteen  centst 

On  the  county  of  Mcintosh,  one  thousand  ax 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  forty-ei^ 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Glynn,  one  thousand  srrca 
hundred  eighty-four  dollars  and  tweatj-ikne 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Camden,  one  thousand  ai 
hundred  sixty-seven  dollars  and  forty-one  eeati. 

On  the  county  of  Wayne,  two  hundred  fil^ 
two  dollars  and  eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Effinghaoii  eight  haadred 
forty-six  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Bullock,  six  hundred  fortf- 
one  dollars  and  eighty -eight  cenu. 

On  the  county  of  Tatnall,  four  hundred  sev- 
enty dollars  and  ninety-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Scriven,  one  iboasnd  tftree 
hundred  fifty  dollars  and  sixteen  eeats. 

On  the  county  of  Burke,  three  thousand  six 
hundred  one  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Richmond,  six  thoosaad 
eight  hundred  four  dollars  and  eighty-nine  eeais. 

On  the  county  of  Jefferson,  two  thoosand  oae 
hundred  eighty-eight  dollars  and  seveaty-eigkt 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Washington,  two  thoaffad 
five  hundred  sixty^ve  dollars  and  five  eeaa. 

On  the  county  of  Montgomery,  ^t  haoM 
seventy  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Columbia,  three  choaHsi 
seven  hundred  sixty-six  dollars  and  forty-tv* 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Warren,  two  thousand  tkm 
hundred  thirty-five  dollars  and  eleven  centL 

On  the  county  of  Haacocl^  fodir  thoaoii 
nineteen  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Greene,  three  thousand  sefa 
hundred  twelve  dollars  and  thirty-two  ceais. 

On  the  county  of  Lincoln,  one  thoasand  km 
hundred  seventy-three  dollars  and  twelve  eetf& 

On  the  county  of  Wilkes,  four  thoasaad  as 
hundred  eighty-two  dollars  and  fifty-one  ceati. 

On  the  county  of  Elbert,  three  thousand  tw 
hundred  ninety-five  dollars  and  forty-seven  eeaa 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  one  thonsand  ai 
hundred  forty-seven  dollars  and  sereaty-n* 
cents. 

On  thecountjr  of  Oelechorpe,  three 
seven  hundred  eight  dollars  and  sixty-three 

On  the  county  of  Jackson,  one  thousand 
hundred  sixty-seven  dollars  and  forty-lbar 
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^D  the  county  of  Clark,  two  thoosaod  twenty- 
r  dollars  and  oot  cent. 

^D  the  coanty  of  Morgan,  two  thousand  twenty- 
dollars  and  fifty-five  cents. 
^n  the  county  of  Laurens,  four  hundred  sev- 
r-five  dollars  and  ei|chty*eight  cents, 
^a   the  co4inty  of  Pulaski,  six  hundred  and 
y-four  dollars. 

»n  the  county  of  Wilkinson,  including;   the 
Dty  of  Telfair,  five  hundred  sixty-nine  dollars 
thirty -three  cents. 

^n  the  county  of  Twiggs,  eight  hundred  eighty- 
doHars  and  fifty-eight  cents, 
^n  the  county  of  Baldwin,  three  thousand  ten 
ars  and  nineteen  cents, 
^n  the  eoonty  of  Jones,  one  thousand  five  hun- 
i  seventy  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents. 
^Q  the  county  of  Putnam,  two  thousand  seven 
dred  fifty  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents, 
ind  on  the  county  of  Rsndolph,  now  called 
|er,  two  thousand  five  hundred  eight  dollars 
forty-nine  eents. 

It  the  State  of  Louinana. — On  the  parish  of 
cans,  ten  thousand  six  hundred  fifty-seven  dol- 
fifty-five  cents. 

>tk  the   parish  of  8t.  Bernard  two  hundred 
ty-six  dollars  forty  cents, 
^n  the  parish  of  Plaquemine,  three  hundred 
snty-five  dollars  fifteen  cents, 
^n  the  parish  of  St.  Charles,  one  thousand  one 
dred  sixty-seven  dollars  seventy-seven  cents, 
^n  the  parish/of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  eight 
dred  nine  dollars  ninety  cents, 
n  the  parish  of  St.  James,  eight  hundred 
!  dollars  ninety  cents. 

a  the  parish  of  Ascension,  six  hundred  tkirty- 
in  dollars  eighty-six  cents, 
n  the  parish  of  Assumption,  four  hundred 
ninety-four  dollars  forty-five  cents, 
tt  the  parish  of  La  Fourche,  interior,  four 
dred  fifty-ttwo  dollars. 

n  the  parish  of  Iberville,  h^o  hundred  eighty 
irs  fifty  cents. 

n  the  parish  of  West  Baton  Rouge,  three 
ired  eight  y-five  dollars  fifty-one  cents, 
tt  the  parish  of  Feliciana,  one  thousand  three 
dred  eight  y-three  dollars  forty-one  eents. 
fn  the  parish  of  Bast  Baton  Rouge,  one  thou- 
i  one  hundred  fifty-four  dollars.  ^ 

^a  the  parish  of  St.  Helena,  three  hundred 
r*one  dollars  ten  cents. 

^n  the  parish  of  St.  Tammany,  two  hundred 
ty-six  dollars  forty  cents, 
^n  the  parish  of  Point  Coupee,  one  thousand 
»n  hundred  ninety-nine  dollars  twenty-two 
ts. 

^n  the  parish  of  Concordia,  five  hundred  eight 
ars  eignty-two  cents. 

^n  the  parish  of  Warren,  one  hundred  ninety- 
dollars  sixty  cents. 

^n  the    parish  of  Ouachita,  eight   hundred 
ty-one  dollars  seventy  cents, 
^n  the  parish  of  Rapides,  one  thousand  nine 
ars  forty-eight  eenu. 

^n  the  parish  of  Avoyelles,  two  hundred  four- 
I  dollars  eighty-eight  cents. 


On  the  parish  of  Catahoula,  one  hundred  forty- 
one  dollars  eighty  cents. 

•  On  the  parish  of  Nachitoches,  one  thousand 
seventy-nine  dollars  forty-five  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  St.  Landrey,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  one  dollars  four  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  St.  Martin,  one  thousand 
three  dollars  eighteen  cents.    And 

On  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  five  hundred  eighty- 
nine  dollars  fifteen  cents. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
amount  of  taxes  which  by  virtue  of  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  for  the  assessment  and  collection 
of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,  and  of  this 
act,  should  be  laid  and  collected  on  non-residents' 
lands,  so  called,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  and 
Ohio  shall  be  ascertained  and  levied  in  the  same 
manner,  and  at  the  same  rates,  respectively,  as 
they  were  by  the  laws  of  those  States  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven;  and  lands  in 
that  year  entered  for  taxation  as  non-residents' 
lands,  which  since  that  time  may  have  been  sold 
and  transferred  to  residents,  or  where  the  owners 
of  such  lands  may  have  become  residents,  and 
have  had  their  lands  entered  for  taxation,  as  resi- 
dents, the  tax  on  the  same  shall  be  collected  a^ 
the  tax  on  non-residenu' .lands:  Fronided,  In  all 
cases  where  sales  and  transfers  shall  have  been 
made  as  aforesaid^  or  where  non-residents  have 
6ecome  residents,  if  they  reside  on  the  lands  for- 
merly entered  as  non-residents'  lands,  they  shall 
have  notice  from  the  collector,  as  in  other  cases 
of  residents.  And  if  the  amount  thus  laid  shall, 
in  either  of  the  said  States,  exceed  or  fall  short 
of  the  amount  fixed  by  this  act  as  the  quota  to 
be  laid  on  non-residents'  lands  in  the  said  States 
respectively,  the  difierence  shall,  in  the  next  ensu- 
ing direct  tax  laid  by  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  be  deducted  from  or  added  to  the  quota  of 
such  State,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  tax  shall  be  assessed  and  collected  in  the  man- 
ner provided,  and  by  the  officers  to  be  appointed 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  act  aforesaid,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  assesmentand  collection  of  direct 
taxes  and  internal  duties :"  Provided.  That  there 
shall  be  appointed  in  the  State  of  Ohio  six  addi- 
tional collectors,  who  shall  collect  the  tax  due  from 
nqn-resident  proprietors  of  lands  in  the  said  State, 
shall  have  the  same  districts  assigned  them  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  reside  at  the  same 
places  which  are  or  may  be  designated  for  sim- 
ilar officers  under  the  State  authority,  and  in 
other  respects  shall  be  under  the  same  rules  and 
regulations,  be  subject  to  the  same  penalties  and 
forfeitures  as  are  provided  by  the  aoove  recited 
act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
principal  assessors  shall  issue  their  precepts  to 
the  assistant  assessors  for  the  purpose  of  carrv- 
ing  into  effect  this  act  on  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  and  the  assessments  shall  have  refer- 
ence to  that  day. 

Sec.  ^  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  each 
State  may  vary,  by  an  act  of  its  legislature,  the 
respective  quotas  imposed  by  this  act  on  its  sev- 
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-eral  oouatiet  or  districts,  so  as  more  equally  and 
equitably  to  apportion  the  tax  hereby  imposed 9 
•ttd  the  tax  laid  by  this  aet  shall  be  leried  and 
collected  in  coDforn^ity  with  saoh  alterations  aiHi 
variations,  as  if  the  same  made  part  of  this  act, 
provided  that  an  aotbeoticated  copy  thereof  be 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury prior  to  the  first  of  April  next ;  in  which 
ease  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Secretary  to 
ffive  notice  thereof  to  the  proper  principal  eol- 
kctors  in  such  State. 

&B0.  7.  And  be  it  jurther  enacted^  That  each 
State  may  pay  its  qaota  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  thereon  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
deduction  of  fifteen  per  centum  if  paid  before  the 
tenth  day  of  February  next,  and  of  ten  per  oe&« 
tum^  if  paid  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
same  year:  Provided,  That  notice  of  the  ioten- 
tfon  of  niaking  such  payment  be  gifen  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  one  month  prior  to 
such  payment ;  and  in  case  of  payment  so  made 
he  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  the  principal  as- 
sessors and  collectors  of  such  States ;  and  no  fur- 
ther proceedings  shall  thereafter  be  had  under 
this  act  in  such  State. 

.  Sec.  6.  And  he  it  fwiker  enacted,  That  if 
either  the  States  of  Ohio  or  Louisiana  shall  pay 
its  quota,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  pre- 
ceding section,  the  Legislature  thereof  shall  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered 
to  colleot  of  all  the  purchasers  of  public  lands, 
under  any  law  of  the  United  States,  a  just  and 
equal  proportion  of  the  quota  of  said  States, 
Yespeotively,  the  compact  between  th«  United 
States  and  the  said  States  lo  the  contrary  not- 
wiihstandiog. 

Approfed,  August  2, 1813. 


An  Act  cenoomittg  Invalid  Pensioni 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  place  the  follow- 
ing named  persons  on  the  pension  Il$t  of  invalid 
pensioners  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  be  en- 
titled to  and  receive  pensions,  aceordinff  to  the 
rates  and  commencing  at  the  times  herein  men- 
tioned, that  is  to  say :  • 

Benjamin  Randall,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eleventh  day 
of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen. 

Oeorge  Hill,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
twenty<%ve  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  twenty-fifth  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen. 

Leonard  Clarke,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  day 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen. 

George  Shannon,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Hezekiah  Thorndike,  at  the  rate  of  three  dol- 
hiTs  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  first  of  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve^ 


Benjamin  Broekway,  al  the  race  ctf  two  Uiii 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  eommeoee  oste 
eleventh  of  December,  ooe  thooaand  eight  k» 
dred  and  twelve. 

Paul  Bebeci  at  the  rate  of  three  doUan  mi 
seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  eommeace  m 
the  seventh  of  January,  one  thoocand  eight  kn- 
dred  and  thirteen. 

Zachariah  Sherwood,  at  the  rate  of  two  dol- 
lara  and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  eommeBcatt 
the  thirteenth  of  December,  one  thousaad  d^ 
hundred  and  nine.- 

Braxton  Carter,  at  the  rate  of  three  doUait|B 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  of  Jaaaary,  ose 
thousand  eieht  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Patrick  Logui,  at  the  rate  of  two  doUaitad 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  coDBmeiiee  oa  thete 
of  January,  one  thousaiid  eight  hsadiad  aai 
thirteen. 

Joseph  Darideon,  at  the  rate  cf  two  Mm 
fifty  cents  per  moath,  to  ooauneaee  on  fhetica' 
ty-third  of  January,  one  thoosamd  eight  kmM 
and  twelve. 

John  Jourdan.  at  the  rate  of  fire  doUais  fu 
month,  to  commence  on  the  tweaty-sixihdbirtf 
Aiignsc,  one  thoiiaaad  eight  handled  and  inmn. 

James  Russell,  at  the  rate  of  five  daliaa  fa 
month,  to  comoaence  on  the  twenty-firsi  ixf 
of  November,  one  tbocaand  eight  hoadied  mi 
twelve. 

Nathaniel  Henry,  at  the  rate  of  ifteeadaUm 
per  moath,  to  commence  on  the  Smdafefhtk- 
nary,  one  thousand  ei^ht  hundietf  aad  ihiiteea. 

Abraham  Merryfieid,  at  the  mteof  ftvetelllus 
per  month,  to  commenoe  on  the  fifteeaih  Asf 
of  February,  oae  tfaoosand  eight  haadred  tai 
thirteen. 

Joahaa  Patrick,  at  the  rate  of  twodoifaLrstti 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  eomnieaee  an  the  iirt 
daj  of  June,  oae  thousand  eight  hnadiei  a^ 
thirteen. 

Jonathan  Morria,  at  the  late  of  tea  dofin  fs 
month,  to  commence  on  the  Iboneeath  daf  d 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  mmd  ihincn. 

Samuel  White,  at  the  rate  of  two  dottustfi 
fifty  eenta  per  month,  to  eommeaee  oa  the  ttidM 
day  of  April,  one  tlioosand  eight  huadted  ad 
thirteen* 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  U  furiket  emaeied,  That  ii 
pensions  of  the  following  naeaed  peraoaaahii^ 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  Sam 
whose  claims  for  an  increaae  of  peaaioa  lat 
been  transmitted  to  Congress,  parsaaot  to  iheai 
for  that  purpose,  be  increased  to  the  auBis  hnai 
respeeiively  annexed  to  their  names,  the  saHf- 
crease  to  commence  at  the  times  hereiaa** 
tioned,  and  10  be  instead  of  the  peoatoos  thif  ^ 
present  receive,  that  is  to  say : 

Bibenezer  Bean,  at  the  rate  of  two  datlaisaf 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  eommeoee  oa  the  at^ 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hoadied  and  twda 

Samuel  Morrell.  at  the  rate  of  three  dsttP 
and  seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  comawsa 
on  the  eleventh  of  September,  oae  thousand e^^ 
hundred  and  twelve. 

Moses  Trussel,  at  the  rate  of  five  doUacF 
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Bonth,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-first  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thoasMid  eight  hundred  and  tirelre. 

Samuel  le  Count,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
Mr  month,  to  eommenee  on  the  twentieth  of 
Noremher,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
bvelYo. 

Josiah  Jones,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twentf-fifth  of  Jan- 
Bary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Stephen  Everts,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars  per 
Bonth,  to  oommenee  on  the  eighteenth  of  May, 
Me  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Amazian  Chappell,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
ud  seventy-*five  cents  per  month,  to  commence 
9n  the  seventh  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eleven. 

Samuel  StiUnmo,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
lad  S6venty*five  cents  per  month,  to  commence 
m  the  twenty-eighth  of  November,  one  thousauA- 
dffht  hundred  and  twelve. 

Israel  Dibble,  at  the  mte  of  four  dollars  ond 
iily  cents  per  month,  to  eommenee  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  Deeetsiber,  one  thousand  eight 
bvndred  and  twelve. 

Samuel  Sawyer,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  and 
Ifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth 
lay  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
■nd  twelve. 

Jacob  Williams,  at  the  rate  of  two  doilavs  and 
HI  half  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eleventh 
\Kf  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
iwrteen. 

Benjamin  Tower,  at  the  mte  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-seventh 
if  January,  one  tfaousaod  eight  hmidred  and 
(ksrtten.  • 

John  Talman,  alias  Tallman,  at  the  rate  of 
Ive  dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first 
if  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
tiirteen. 

Younger  Gkady,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
Dooth,  fo  commence  on  the  eighth  day  of  June, 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Approved,  March  2, 1813. 


\Mk  Act  laying  dntiss  en  Ucanses  to  retailen  of  wiaesi 
^irituous  liquo»»  and  foreign  merchandise. 

Bt  it  enacted,  fe^  That  every  person  who  shall 
foal  in  the  selling  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, except  such  as  are  of  the  growth,  pro^ 
Inee.  or  manufacture,  of  the  United  States,  and 
»zcept  such  as  are  sold  bv  the  importer  thereof, 
n  the  original  cask,  case,  box,  or  package,  where- 
n  the  same  shall  have  been  imported,  shall  be 
leemed  to  be,  and  hereby  is  declared  to  be,  a  retail 
lanler  in  merchandise,  within  the  meaning  of 
his  act ;  thai  every  person  who  shall  deal  in  the 
telling  of  wines  in  a  less  quantity  or  in  less  quan- 
ities  at  one  time  than  thirty  gallons,  except 
he  importer  in  the  original  eask,  case,  box,  or 
wckage,  wherein  the  same  shall  have  been  im- 
^rted,  shall  be  deemed  to  be,  and  hereby  is  de- 
clared to  be,  a  retail  dealer  in  wines,  within  the 
neaning  of  this  act ;  and  that  every  person  who 
thall  deal  in  the  selling  of  any  distilleo  spirituous 


liquors  in  less  quantities  than  twenty  gallons  pit 
one  time,  shall  be  deemed  to  be,  and  hereby  is 
declared  to  be,  a  retail  dealer  in  distilled  spiritn* 
ous  liquors.  Provided^  ahoafBy  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to 
physicians,  apothecaries,  surgeons,  or  chemtets,  as 
to  any  wines  or  spirituous  liquors  which  thty  may 
use  in  the  preparation  or  making  up  of  medi* 
cines  for  sick,  lame^  or  diseased  persons  only ; 
or  to  the  sale  of  domestic  spirits  sold  in  quanti- 
ties not  less  than  five  gallons  at  the  place  where 
the  same  shall  have  been  distilled,  and  by  the 
person  or  persons  to  whom  a  license  for  distilling 
the  same  shall  have  been  gramed  agreeably  to 
the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjkriher  emteied,  That  every 
person  who,  on  the  first  day  of  January  next^  shall 
be  a  retail  dealer  in  wines,  distilleo  spirituous 
liquors,  or  merchandiae,  as  above  described  or  de- 
fined, shall,  before  the  said  day,  and  every  persoft 
who,  after  the  said  day,  shall  become  or  intend  to 
become  such  rdtail  dealer  as  aforesaid,  shall,  be- 
fore he  shall  begin  to  sdl  by  retail  as  aforesaid, 
any  wine,  distilled  spirituous  liquors,  or  nerel»a«- 
dise,  apply  for  and  obtain  firom  the  collector  ap* 
pointed  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  *^An  act  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and 
internal  dtties,''  for  thecollection  district  in  wktch 
such  person  resides,  one  or  more  licenses,  as  tho 
case  may  be,  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  sdl* 
ing  by  retail  as  aforesaid ;  which  licenses,  respect- 
ively, shaU  be  granted  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
upon  the  payment  for  each  licenscL  respecttvdy. 
of  the  duty  by  this  act  laid  on  sucn  license,  and 
shall  be  renewed  yearly  upon  the  payment  of  the 
like  sum  for  eauh  ucense.  And  if  any  person  ahall, 
after  the  said  day,  deal  in  the  selling  of  wines,  dis* 
tilled  spirituous  liquors,  or  merchandise,  by  retail 
sa  above  descrtbnd  and  defined,  without  having  a 
license  therefor  as  aforesaid,  continuing  In  force, 
such  person  shall,  in  addition  to  the  payment  of 
the  duty,  forfeit  and  nay  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of 
suit.  And  no  such  license  shall  be  sufficient  for 
the  sellittff  of  wines,  distilled  spirituous  liquors,  or 
merchanoise,  as  aforesaid,  by  retail,  at  more  than 
one  place  at  the  same  time ;  but  any  person  who, 
bv  color  of  such  license,  shall  sell  any  wines^  dia* 
tilled  spirituous  liquors,  or  merchandise,  as  afore- 
said, at  more  than  one  pkee  at  the  same  time, 
shall  be  deemed  to  be,  in  respect  to  such  of  the 
said  articles  as  he  or  she  shall  so  sell  at  more 
than  one  place  at  the  sama  time,  a  retail  dealer 
therein,  as  the  case  may  be,  without  license,  and 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  like  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  doUara,  in  addition  to  the  payment  of  the 
duty,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  or  suit. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  coilectcnrs aforesaid,  withia  their 
respective  districts,  to  grant  licenses  for  retailing^ 
which  licenses  shall  be  marked  with  a  mark  de* 
noting  the  rate  of  the  duty  thereupon,  and  shall 
be  signed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue, 
and  being  countersigned  by  the  collector,  who 
shall  Issue  the  same,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  is* 
sued,  shall  be  granted  tq  any  person  who  shall 
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desire  the  same,  upon  appliottion  in  wrltiog,  and 
upon  payment  of  toe  sum  or  duty  payable  by  this 
act  upon  each  license  requested :  Provided  al- 
wayt,  That  no  license  shall  be  granted  to  any 
person  to  sell  wines,  distilled  spirituous  liquors, 
or  merchandise,  as  aforesaid,  who  is  prohibited 
to  sell  the  same  by  any  State. 

Sbc.  4.  And  he  U  further  enacted.  That  the 
following  duties  shall  be  paid  on  the  licenses 
abovementioned,  viz : 

On  retailers  of  merchandise,  including  wines 
and  spirits,  if  in  cities,  towns,  or  villages,  con- 
taining, within  the  limits  of  one  mile  square, 
more  than  one  hundred  families,  twenty-five  dol- 
lars ;  of  wines  alone,  twenty  dollars ;  of  spirits 
alone,  twenty  dollars;  of  domestic  spirits  alone, 
fifteen  dollars ;  of  merchandise  other  than  wines 
and  spirits,  fifteen  dollars. 

If  any  other  place  than  cities,  towns,  or  villages 
containing,  within  the  limits  of  one  mile  ^Q«re. 
more  than  one  hundred  families:  on  retailers  or 
merchandise,  including  wines  and  spirits,  fifteen 
d(41ars;  of  wines  and  spirits,  fifteen  dollars;  of 
spirits  alone,  twelve  dollars ;  of  domestic  spirits 
alone,  ten  dollars;  of  merchandise  other  than 
wines  and  spirits,  ten  dollars. 

8bc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized, 
to  collect  the  duties  imposed  bv  this  act,  and  to 
prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  and  for 
the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which  may  be 
forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.  And  all  fines,  pen- 
alties, and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  incurred  by 
force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  sued  for  and 
recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  the  collector  within  whose  district  any  such 
fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall  have  been  in- 
curred, by  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  one  moiety 
thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person  who, 
if  a  collector,  shall  first  discover,  if  other  than  a 
collector  shall  first  inform,  of  the  cause,  matter, 
or  thing,  whereby  any  suen  fine,  penalty,  or  for> 
feiture,  shall  have  been  incurred ;  and  where  the 
cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall  arise  or  ac- 
crue more  than  fifty  miles  distant  from  the  near- 
est place  by  law  established  for  the  holding  of  a 
district  court,  within  the  district  in  which  the  same 
•hall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  recovery  may 
be  had  before  any  court  of  the  State,  holden  within 
the  said  district,  having  jurisdiction  in  like  cases. 

Sbg.  6.  And  be  it /urther  enacted^  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination  of  the 
war  In  which  the  United  States  are  now  engaged 
with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Qreat  Britain  and 
Ireland  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  for  one  year 
thereafter  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813* 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  militia 
skin,  and  for  militia  disabled  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Btates. 

Be  it  encLctedjS'C^  That  if  any  commissioned 
officer  of  the  militia,  or  of  any  volunteer  corps, 


shall,  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  BaM, 
die  by  reason  of  anv  wound  received  in  Ktai 
service  of  the  United  Statee,  and  leave  a  wiioi, 
or  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  ohildren  onder  sinect 
years  of  age,  such  widow,  or,  if  no  widow,  sad 
child  or  children,  shall  be  entitled  to  receife  bK 
the  monthly  pay  to  which  the  deeeased  mum- 
titled  at  the  time  of  his  death,  for  and  doriB(^ 
term  of  five  years;  but  in  case  of  the  dcaikv 
intermarriage  of  such  widow,  before  the  eipia- 
tion  of  the  said  term  of  five  yearsL  the  half  pf, 
for  the  remainder  of  the  time,  atuiU  go  to  tk 
child  or  children  of  such  deceased  officer:  iV 
tnded  ahoaye,  That  such  half  pajr  shall  ceiseoi 
the  death  of  such  child  or  children. 

Sbc  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  say 
officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  mosieiaa,  m 
private,  of  the  militia,  or  of  anjr  irolunieK  eorpi^ 
shall  be  disabled  by  known  woaods  reeeifetf  it 
the  actual  service  of  the  United  States,  wUeia 
the  line  of  his  duty,  he  shall,  upon  subsuatiuiii 
his  claim  in  the  manner  described  by  an  act,ca- 
titled  **An  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were 
disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Ber- 
olutionary  war,"  passed  tfae  tenth  day  of  Afifl, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  be  pbeedoa 
the  list  of  invaUds  of  the  United  Scaiei,  at  sadk 
rate  of  pension,  and  under  such  reguiatioasasaie 
provided  by  the  said  act,  or  as  may  hereafter  k 
provided  by  law:  Praiided  iUwaft^  That  the 
compensation  to  be  allowed  for  soch  woandsur 
disabilities,  to  a  commissioned  officer,  shitf  aft 
exceed,  for  the  highest  rate  of  dtsak&o^,  iiaif  the 
monthly  pay  of  such  officer,  at  the  dmt  of  his 
being  wounded  or  disabled,  and  that  no  officer 
shall  receive  more  than  the  half  pay  ofalientea- 
ant  colonel ;  and  that  the  rate  of  eompennska 
to  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pn- 
vataa, shall  not  exceed  five  doUars  per  moath:  isA 
provided  aieo^  That  all  Inferior  difabtlities  slnll 
entitle  the  persons  so  disabled,  to  receive  as  al- 
lowance proportionate  to  the  highest  disabiU^. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  fiuriher  enacted^  That  tbs 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  ccmstrned  to  tan 
effect  from  and  after  the  eighteenth  day  of  Jasc^ 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Sbc  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  ik 
sixth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  aotiioh 
izing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  acec^ 
and  organize  certain  v<^unteer  military  corpa' 
passed  the  sixth  day  of  February,  one  tboosaal 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  be,  and  the  saoeis 
hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 


An  Act  explanatoiy  of  an  set,  entitled  *■  An  act  ts  ini» 
tan  additional  eompaniee  of  Ran^en. 

Be  U  enacted,  f  c.  That  each  of  the  tea  coa- 
panies  authorized  by  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  a 
raise  ten  additional  companies  of  rangers^"  shd 
consist  of  one  captain,  one  first,  one  second,  otf 
third  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  five  sergeant^  at 
corporals,  and  ninety  privates. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 
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Act  fat  the  relief  of  the  offieem  and  crew  of  the 
kte  United  States'  brig  Vixen. 

Be  it  enacted^  <f  c,  That  the  Accountant  of  the 
STftvy  Department  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
zed  and  required  to  assume  the  day  of  the  de- 
Mfture  of  the  brig^  Vixen,  from  a  port  in  the 
[Jnited  States,  on  her  last  cruise,  as  the  day  on 
irhich  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and  crew  or  the 
taid  brigr  shall  be  finally  settled  and  balanced: 
Provided^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
)e  construed  to  deprive  the  said  officers  and  crew 
»f  any  claims  to  further  payment  than  is  allowed 
>y  this  act,  which  may,  on  satisfactory  proof,  ap- 
pear to  be  just. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
horized  to  allow  and  pay,  unto  the  officers  and 
;rew  of  the  said  brig,  such  sum  of  money  as,  in 
lis  judgment,  may  be  due  to  them  for  their  pay. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 

in  Act  authorising  the  payment  for  wagons  and 
teams,  oaptared  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  at 
Detroit. 

Beit  enacted^  ^c,  That  every  person  who  has 
iQstained  damages  by  the  loss  of  his  wagon  and 
earn,  or  either  of  them,  without  any  fault  or  neg- 
igence  on  his  part,  while  the  same  were  actually 
rm  ployed  in  the  transportation  of  baggage  or  sup- 
plies for  the  army  under  the  command  of  Briga- 
lier  General  William  Hull,  during  the  Summer 
f  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and 
vhich  were  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
m  the  surrender  of  said  army  at  Detroit,  shall  be 
lUowed  the  value  of  such  wagon  and  team,  or 
ritber  of  them,  lost  as  aforesaid ;  the  facts  of  the 
OSS  of  the  same,  as  well  as  the  value  thereof,  to 
)e  ascertained  in  such  manner,  and  on  such  evi- 
ience,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
iirect;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  August  2,  1813. 

in  Act  to  anthorize  the  appointment,  by  the  Presi- 
dent, of  certain  officers  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
he  President  of  the  United  Slates,  in  the  recess 
>f  the  Senate,  to  appoint  such  of  the  officers  of 
he  &ye  regiments  authorized  by  the  act,  entitled 
An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
aise  an  additional  military  force,  and  for  other 
lurposes,"  and  the  act  supplementary  thereto, 
>assed  the  fifth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
lundred  and  thirteen,  as  may  not  be  appointed 
Uiring  the  present  session ;  which  appointments 
ipall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  their  next  ses- 
tion,  for  their  advice  and  consent. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 


hn  Act  anthoriBing  the  sale  of  sundry  lots,  the  prop- 
arty  of  the  United  States,  in  the  boroogh  of  Fftta- 
borg. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  President  of  the 
Jnited  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  to 


cause  to  be  sold .  certain  lots  of  ground  in  the 
borough  of  Pitubnrg,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, being  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  same  on  which  Fort  Fayette  now  stands,  the 
proceeds  whereof  are  hereby  appropriated,  under 
the  direction  of  the  President,  to  the  erection  of 
arsenals,  armories,  and  laboratories. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 


An  Act  for  reducing  the  duties  payable  on  prixe 
goods  captured  by  the  private  armed  vessels  ol  the 
United  States.  ^ 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  on  all  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  captured  from  the  enemy,  and 
made  good  and  lawiul  prize  of  war,  by  any  pri- 
vate armed  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States, 
having  a  commission  for  making  captures  upon 
the  enemy,  or  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and 
brought  into  the  United  Stales  or  their  Territo- 
ries, there  shall  be  allowed  a  deduction  of  thirty- 
three  and  one-third  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
duties  at  present  imposed  by  law. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Ordnance." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  in  addition  to  the 
present  number  allowed  by  law,  as  many  Depu- 
ty Commissaries  of  Ordnance  may  be  appointed, 
not  exceeding  five,  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  deeni  necessary  to  the  public  service, 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  rank,  pay,  emol- 
uments, rations,  and  forage,  as  are  provided  by 
the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 


An  Act  aathoriaing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not 

seven  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  seven  millions  five  hundred  thous- 
and dollars,  to  be  applied,  in  addition  to  the  mo- 
neys now  in  the  Treasury,  or  which  may  be  re- 
ceived from  other  sources,  to  defray  any  expenses 
which  have  .been,  or  which  may  be,  authorized 
for  the  service  of  the  years  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen  and  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  and  for  which  appropria- 
tions have  been  or  may  be  made  by  law  during 
those  years:  Fromded,  That  no  engagement  or 
contract  shall  be  entered  into  which  shall  pre- 
clude the  United  States  from  reimbursing  any 
sum  or  sums  thus  borrowed,  at  any  time  after  the 
expiration  of  twelve  years,  from  the  first  day  of 
January  next. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  constituted 
certificates  of  stock,  signed  by  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  or  by  a  Commissioner  of  Loans,  for  the 
sum  to  be  borrowed  by  this  act,  or  for  any  part 
thereof,  and  the  same  to  be  sold :  ProiidecL  That 
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BO  such  certificate  shall  be  sold  at  a  rate  less  than 
eif  hcy-eight  per  eenturo,  or  eighty-eight  dollars 
in  money  for  one  hundred  dollars  in  stock.  And 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  shall  cause  to  be 
laid  before  dongress,  on  the  first  Monday  in  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
or  as  soon  thereafter  as  Congress  may  be  in  ses- 
sion, an  account  of  all  the  moneys  obtained  by 
the  sale  of  the  certificates  of  stock  in  manner 
aforesaid,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  rate 
at  which  the  same  may  have  been  sold. 

Ssc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  employ  an  a^ent  or  agents 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  subscriptions  to  the 
loan  authorized  by  this  act,  or  of  selling  any  part 
of  the  stock  created  by  yirtue  thereof.  A  com- 
mission not  exceeding  one-quarter  of  one  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  thus  sold,  or  for  which  sub- 
scriptions shall  have  been  thus  obtained,  may,  bv 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  allowed  to  such 
agent  or  agents;  and  a  sum  not  exceeding  twen- 
ty-two thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
monejrs  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, is  hereby  appropriated  for  paying  the 
amount  of  aoch  oommisaion  or  eommissioBs  as 
may  be  thus  allowed,  and  also  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  printing  and  issuing  the  subscription 
certificates,  and  certificates  of  stock,  and  other 
expenses  incident  to  the  receiving  of  subscrip- 
tions, and  completing  the  loan  authorized  by  this 
act. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so 
much  of  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appro- 
priation of  eight  millions  of  dollars  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  wanted  for 
titot  purpose,  after  satisfying  the  sums  necessary 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  such  part  of 
tin  principal  of  said  debt  as  the  United  Stattes  are 
now  pledged  annually  to  pay  or  reimburse,  is 
liereby  plraged  and  appropriated  for  the  payment 
ef  the  interest,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  the 
principal  of  the  stock  which  may  be  created  by 
nrtue  of  this  act.  It  shall  aceordinaly  be  the  du» 
tf  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to 
eaaae  to  be  applied  and  paid  out  of  the  said  fund, 
)«ariy,  such  sum  and  sums  as  may  be  annually 
wanted  to  discharge  the  interest  accruing  on  the 
BBtd  stock,  and  to  reimburse  the  principal  as  the 
same  shall  become  due,  and  maV  be  discharged 
in  conformity  with  the  terms  or  the  loan ;  and 
they  are  further  authorized  to  apply,  from  time 
to  time,  such  sum  or  sums,  out  or  tne  said  fund,  as 
they  may  think  proper,  towards  redeeming  by 
purchase,  and  at  a  price  not  above  par,  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  said  stock,  or  any  part  thereof.  And 
die  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  [hedged 
to  establish  sufficient  revenues  for  making  up  any 
deficiency  that  may  hereafter  take  place  in  the 
foods  hereby  appropriated  for  paying  the  said  in- 
terest and  principal  sums,  or  any  of  them,  in  mao>- 
Ber  aYoreaaid. 

Sbo.  5.  And  beit  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  of  the  banks  in  the  District  of 


Columbia  to  lend  aBf  part  ef  tbe 
to  be  borrowed  by  rirtoe  of  tkis  mot,  anyi lin|B 
any  of  their  charters  of  iBeorpofmti«iB  to  ibecB- 
trary  notwithstanding. 
Approved,  August  2, 1813. 
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Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  from  and  after  thekst 
day  of  December  next,  there  shall  be  levied,  eol- 
lected,  and  paid,  throughout  the  UaitedStUtt, 
the  several  staaip  duties  following-,  tib  :  Per  tt&j 
skin  or  piece  of  vellom,  or  paBrchmeat,  or  sbeeL 
or  piece  of  paper,  upoa  which  shall  be  wriitea  a 
printed  any  or  either  of  the  iBstmoaeBts  of  vriii^ 
following,  to  wit: 

On  any  promissory  note  or  notes.  payijiieBthet 
to  bearer  or  order,  issued  by  any  of  the  basb  oc 
conpaaies  who  issue  and  dttcoest  neles.  kak, 
or  oMiffBtions,  either  iaeorporBted  «r  Bot  imet- 
porated,  which  now  are  or  may  hereafter  le  c^ 
tablished  in  the  United  States,  or  by  aay  baafer 
or  bankers,  according  to  the  foUowiag  scale,  rig: 

If  not  exceediaff  one  dollar,  one  ceaL 

If  above  one  dollar,  and  not  exeeediag  two  M- 
lars.  two  cents. 

It  above  two  and  not  exceed  ing  three  daUais, 
three  cents. 

If  above  three  and  not  ezeeediag  five  deUm, 
fiv6  cents. 

If  %|>ove  five  and  not  exceediag  tea  doiian,  ten 
cents. 

If  above  tea  and  not  exceeding  iwaaiy  Mian, 
twenty  cents. 

if  above  twenty  and  not  exceeding  fifty  dolh& 
fifty  cents* 

If  above  fifty  and  not  exceeding  one  haadni 
dollars,  one  dollar. 

If  above  One  hundred  and  not  exeeediBglfe 
hundred  dollars,  five  dollars. 

If  above  five  hundred  and  not  exceedii^  oM 
thousand  dollars,  ten  dollars. 

If  above  one  thousand  dollars,  fifty  dolkus. 

On  any  bond,  obligation,  or  promissory  aoitv 
notes,  not  issued  by  any*  bank,  compaaies.  « 
banker  as  aforesaid,  discounted  by  any  such  baak, 
companies,  or  banker,  and  on  any  foreign  or  in- 
land bill  or  bills  of  exchange  above  fifty  dolhii. 
and  haviuff  one  or  more  endorsers,  according  te 
the  following  scale,  viz : 

If  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  five  eeals. 

If  above  one  hundred  and  not  exceeding  tss 
hundred  dollars,  ten  cents.  ' 

If  above  two  hundred  and  not  exceediag  fo 
hundred  dollars,  twenty-five  cents. 

If  above  &7e  hundred  and  not  exceeding  oBt 
thousand  dollars,  fifty  cents. 

If  above  one  tnouslind  and  not  exceeding  fifbca 
hundred  dollars,  seventy-five  cents. 

If  above  fifteen  hundred  and  not  exceeding  eve 
thousand  dollars,  one  dollar. 

If  above  two  thousaad  and  not  ezieaadiji^  tbnr 
thottiaBd  doiian,  oaa  dollar  and  fifty  ceats. 
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itb,  to  commance  on  the  twenty-first  of  8ep- 
ber,  one  thoasand  tight  hundred  and  twelve. 
amad  le  Coant,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
mootb,  to  commence  on  the  twentieth  of 
'ember,  one  thonsaad  eight  hnndred  and 
Ire. 

osiah  Jones,  at  the  rate  of  ^Ye  dollars  per 
Itb,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Jan- 
r,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen, 
tepfaen  Everts,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars  per 
rth|  to  oommenee  on  the  eiffhteentif  of  May^ 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelre. 
mazian  Chappell,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
serenty-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence 
ihe  seventh  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
dred  and  elcrcn. 

smuel  StiUmaii,  at  the  rata  of  three  dollars 
seventy-fire  cents  per  month,  to  commence 
he  twenty-eighth  of  November,  one  thousaujA- 
t  hundred  and  twelve. 

mel  Dibble,  at  the  mte  of  four  dollars  and 
cents  per  month,  to   eommeooe  on    the 
ifth  day  of  Deceoiber,  oae  thousand  eight 
dred  and  twelve. 

iffiuel  Sawyer,  at  the  rate  of  foor  dollars  and 
eeats  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
twelve. 

cob  Williams,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollavs  and 
alf  per  month j  to  commence  cm  the  eleventh 
of  January y  oae  thousand  eight  hitadred  and 
een. 

mjamin  Tower,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
nonth,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-seventh 
annnry,  one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and 
aed. 

hn  Talnaan,  alias  Tallman,  at  the  rate  of 
ioUars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first 
ebmary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
len. 

>ung«r  Qrady,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
:h,  to  eominence  on  the  eighth  day  of  June, 
iiousand  eight  hundred  and  elcTea. 
»proved,  March  2, 1813. 


kot  lay  iniT  duties  en  lioanses  to  lelsilers  of  wiaesi 
qpiritnons  hqiune,  and  foreign  merchandise. 

!  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  every  person  who  shall 
in  the  selling  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
dise,  except  such  as  are  of  the  growth,  pro- 
•  or  manufacture,  of  the  United  States,  and 
pt  such  as  are  sold  bv  the  importer  thereof, 
e  original  cask,  case,  dox,  or  package,  where- 
e  same  shall  have  been  imported,  shall  be 
led  to  be,  and  hereby  is  declared  to  be,  a  retail 
It  in  merchandise,  within  the  menning  of 
Bct ;  that  every  person  who  shall  deal  in  the 
ig  of  wines  in  a  less  quantity  or  in  less  quan- 
i  at  one  time  than  thirty  eallons,  eicept 
mporter  in  the  original  eask,  case,  boXj  or 
age,  wherein  the  same  shall  have  been  im- 
;d,  shall  be  deemed  to  be,  and  hereby  is  de- 
d  to  be,  a  retail  dealer  in  wines,  within  the 
ling  of  this  act ;  and  that  every  person  who 
deal  in  the  selling  of  any  distilleo  spirituous 


liquors  in  less  quantities  than  twenty  gallons  (jit 
one  time,  shall  be  deemed  to  be,  and  nereby  is 
declared  to  be,  a  retail  dealer  in  distilled  spiritu- 
ous liquors.  Provided^  eUwape^  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to 
physicians,  apothecaries,  surgeons,  or  chemists,  as 
to  any  wines  or  spirituous  liquors  which  they  may 
use  in  the  preparation  or  making  up  of  medi- 
cines for  sick,  lam^  or  diseased  persons  only ; 
or  to  the  sale  of  domestic  spirits  sold  in  quanti- 
ties net  less  than  five  gallons  at  the  place  where 
the  same  shall  have  beea  distilled,  and  bj  die 
person  or  persons  to  whom  a  license  for  distilling 
the  same  shall  have  been  granted  agreeably  to 
the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  b€  Ufhriher  enadedf  That  everv 
person  who,  on  the  first  day  of  Januarv  nestt^  sbaU 
be  a  retail  dealer  in  wines,  distilled  spirituous 
liquors,  or  merchandise,  as  above  described  or  de- 
fined, aiiall,  before  the  said  day,  and  every  person 
who,  after  the  said  day,  shall  become  or  intend  to 
become  such  retail  dealer  as  aforesaid,  shall,  be- 
fore he  shall  begin  to  sell  by  retail  as  aforesaid, 
any  wine,  distilled  epiritnoae  liquors,  or  ai«rehan«- 
dise,  apply  for  uid  obtain  firom  the  collector  np* 
pointed  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  assessment  and  aoliectton  of  direct  taxes  and 
internal  duties,"  for  thecoHection  district  in  wUdi 
sack  person  resides,  one  mr  more  licenses,  as  thn 
case  may  be,  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  sell- 
ing by  retail  as  aforesaid ;  which  licenses,  respect- 
ively, shaU  be  granted  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
upon  the  payment  for  each  license,  respectirdy. 
of  the  duty  by  this  act  laid  on  sucn  license,  and 
shall  be  renewed  Twrly  upon  the  payment  of  the 
like  sum  for  each  ucease*  And  if  any  person  shall, 
after  the  said  day,  deal  in  thesellingof  wines,  dis- 
tilled spiritnens  liquors,  or  merchandise,  by  retail 
88  above  described  and  defined,  without  having  a 
license  therefor  as  aforesaid,  continuing  in  force, 
such  person  shall,  in  addition  to  the  payment  of 
the  duty,  forfeit  and  any  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of 
suit.  And  no  such  license  shall  be  sufficient  for 
the  selliuff  of  wines,  distilled  spirituous  liquors,  or 
merchanaise,  as  aforesaid,  by  retai^  at  more  than 
one  place  at  the  same  time ;  but  any  person  who, 
bv  color  of  such  license,  shall  sell  any  wines^  dis- 
tilled spiritttous  liquors,  or  merclwndfse,  as  afore* 
said,  at  more  than  one  place  at  the  same  time, 
shall  be  deemed  to  be,  in  respect  to  such  of  the 
said  articles  as  he  or  she  shall  so  sell  at  more 
than  one  place  at  the  sama  time,  a  retail  dealer 
therein,  as  the  case  may  be,  without  license,  and 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  like  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  payment  of  the 
duty,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  or  suit. 

Ssc  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  within  their 
respective  districts,  to  grant  licenses  for  retailing, 
which  licenses  shall  be  marked  with  a  mark  da* 
noting  the  rate  of  the  duty  thereupon,  and  shall 
be  signed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue, 
and  being  countersigned  by  the  collector,  who 
shall  issue  the  same,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  is* 
sued,  shall  be  granted  tq  any  person  who  shidl 


»7T1 


APPBNDIX 


277} 


Acts  of  Congrem. 


thereof  lawfully  coDTieted,  shall,  instead  of  thepeo- 
ally  aforesaid,  forfeit  and  paj  the  sam  of  five  han- 
dred  dollars;  and,  if  an  officer  of*the  United  States, 
shall,  in  addition  thereto,  forfeit  his  office,  and  be 
disabled  to  hold  or  enjoy  the  same  for  the  future. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That  no  in- 
strument or  writing  whatsoever,  charged  by  this 
act  with  the  payment  of  a  duty  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  pleaded  or  given  in  evidence  in  any  court,  or 
admitted  in  anr  court  to  be  available  in  law  or 
equity,  unless  tne  same  shall  be  stamped  or  mirk- 
ed  as  aforesaid :  Provided^  That  if  any  such  in- 
strument or  writing  shall  have  been  written  or 
printed  upon  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  not 
marked  or  stamped  according  to  this  act,  or  upon 
vellum,  parchment,  or  paper  nurked  or  stamped 
for  a  lower  duty  than  ought  to  be  paid  upon  the 
same,  then,  and  in  such  case,  it  snail  be  lawful 
for  the  person  or  persons  holding  such  instrument 
or  writing  to  pay  to  the  collector,  within  whose 
collection  district  such  person  or  persons  shall  re- 
side, the  duty  chargeable  by  law  on  such  instA- 
jsent  or  writing,  together  with  ten  dollars  in  ad- 
dition thoreto;  which  duty  and  additional  sum 
of  ten  dollars,  such  collector  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  receive,  and  without  fee  or  re- 
ward to  endorse  a  receipt  therefor  under  his  hand, 
upon  some  part  of  such  instrument  or  writing ; 
alter  which  endorsement,  and  not  otherwise,  such 
instrument  or  writing  shall  be  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  as  valid  and  available  as  if  the  same  had 
been  or  were  stamped  or  marked  as  by  this  act 
required.  The  sums  thus  received  by  each  col- 
lector, in  virtue  of  this  section,  shall  be  accounted 
for  and  paid  over  in  the  same  manner  as  other 
moneys  received  for  stamp  duties,  and  in  such 
form  and  under  such  regulations  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Treasury  Department.  And  if 
any  person,  with  intent  to  defraud  the  United 
States  of  any  sum  of  moneys  directed  to  be  paid 
by  this  act,  shall  counterfeit  or  forge,  or  cause  or 
procure  to  be  counterfeited  or  forged,  any  receipt 
or  endorsement  provided  for  and  directed  by  this 
section,  or  shall  utter,  pass  away,  vend,  or  oner  in 
evidence  in  any  court  of  justice  any  such  .forced 
or  counterfeit  receipt  or  endorsement,  kaowing 
the  same  to  be  forged  or  counterfeit,  then  every 
person  so  offending  and  being  thereof  convicted 
in  due  form  of  law,  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  guilty 
of  a  oiisdemeanor,  and  shall  be  suQect  to  be  fined 
in  any  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars, 
and  to  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
seven  years. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  December  next,  no  bank 
or  companies  aforesaid  now  established,  or  which 
shall  be  hereafter  established,  which  shall  not 
have  compounded  for  the  duty  hereby  required, 
shall  issue  any  bank  bill  or  promissory  note,  un- 
less upon  paper  duly  stamped  and  wnereon  the 
respective  duties  shall  have  been  paid ;  and  if  the 
officer  of  any  such  bank,  or  any  person  or  persons 
employed  therein,  shall  thereafter  issue  any  bill  or 
note  not  duly  stamped  as  aforesaid,  he  or  |hey 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  equal  to  the  value  of 
the  bill  or  note  so  issued. 


Sbc  9.  And  be  it  fiaiker  ema/ded,  Thttovf 
person  who  shall  be  employed  for  the  amkaiw 
stamping  of  vellum,  parchment,  or  pmper  umt- 
said,  before  his  acting  in  the  marking  or  stufo^ 
of  the  said  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  shall  ah 
the  following  oath  or  affirmation :  '^  I  pnscrtkai 
the  name  of  the  person]  do  solemDly  svni  [e 
affirm  as  the  case  may  bel  that  I  will,  aeeoda| 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  mud  skill,  faitldiif, 
honestly,  and  carefully  execute  the  trust  nfmi 
in  me,  and  will  truly  mark  or  stamp  all  vdli^ 
parchment,  or  paper,  which  I  shall  be  reqaire^cr 
directed  to  mark  or  stamp,  and  will  renders  tne 
and  exact  account  thereof  to  the  proper  ofiecr  a 
officers." 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Thit  tke 
said  collectors  shall,  from  time  to  time,  for  ik 
better  execution  of  their  several  dattes  and  uvi^ 
observe  and  executesuch  directions  as  they  rBpeet- 
ively  shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive  fna  the 
Department  of  the  Treasury ;  which  Deptmaot 
shall  take  care  that  the  several  parts  of  the  Diiid 
States  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  solficiadf 
furnished  with  vellum,  parchment,  and  p^er, 
stamped  or  marked  as  aforesaid,  so  that  the  do- 
zens thereof  may  hare  it  in  their  election  to  bw 
the  same  of  the  officers  or  persons  to  be  enphfei 
in  and  about  the  execution  of  this  act, tc  the 
usual  or  most  common  rates  abore  the  aid  ditf, 
or  to  brioff  their  own  vellum,  parchmeot,  or  papa 
to  be  marked  or  stamped  as  aforesaid. 

Sfio.ll.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  Th»tmtar 
ever  any  person,  other  than  ofRoers'eaphfti.  in 
collecting  the  revenue  of  the  UbjW  States  diall 
apply  to  any  collector  aforesaid,  at  the  ofifieeC 
such  collector,  for  the  purchase,  at  one  tioM,  d 
any  quantity  of  vellum,  parchment,  or  ppei, 
stamped  and  nurked  in  the  manner  afoieaaul,dK 
whole  amount  of  the  duties  on  which  qaaixilf 
shall  be  ten  dollars  or  upwards,  such  coUecar 
shall  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized,  and  re^aiiel 
to  deliver  such  person  such  qnantitr  of  Tcttaa, 
parchment,  or  paper  stamped  as  aforeaid,  ilbe 
said  person  paying  down  the  amount  of  dK«ii 
duties,  after  deducting  therefrom  seven  sad  m 
half  per  centum  on  such  amount,  which  dedv 
tion  the  said  collector  is  hereby  anthoriiedii' 
required  to  allow. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thtfil 
the  paper  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  this  aet.a- 
cepting  paper  for  bank  notes,  shall  be  fnraiiy 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  by  the  Scar 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  hereby  antheiiP^ 
to  emplojr  annually  a  sufficient  sum  for  thai|*- 
pose,  which  sum.  as  well  as  an  annual  san  ^ 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  defraying  the » 

Knses  of  dies  and  of  stamping  the  paper. liill 
paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Tnmtaf^ 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sbo.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tkt< 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforeaid,  ■ 
their  respective  districts,  and  they  are  hereby'' 
thorized  to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this «( 
and  to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  tfA 
and  for  the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  soms  w^ 
may  be  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.    Aid» 
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iaci^  pesaltieB^  ainl  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  inr- 
tarred  by  foree  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  sued 
br  and  recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  collector  ^foresaid  withia  whose 
listrict  ao^  such  fiae,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall 
laTe  been  incurred,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  information, 
>iie  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
ind  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
lerson  who,  if  a  collector  aforesaid,  shall  first  dis- 
cover, if  other  than  a  collector  aforesaid,  shall 
irat  inform  of  the  cause,  matter,  or  thing,  where- 
>y  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall  have 
»een  incurred ;  and  ^chere  the  cause  of  action  or 
lompUiot  shall  arise  or  accrue  more  than  fifty 
niles  distant  from  the  nearest  place  bylaw^tah- 
isbed  for  the  holding  of  a  district  court  within 
he  district  in  which  the  same  shall  arise  or  ac- 
irne,  such  suit  and  recovery  may  be  had  before 
^ny  court  of  the  State  holden  within  the  said  dis- 
rict,  having  jurisdiction  in  like  cases. 

Sbc.  14.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  this 
.et  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination 
f  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now 
Dgaged  with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Qreat  Brit* 
in  and  Ireland  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and 
>r  one  year  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 


in  Act  making  additional  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Grovernment  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  Tfhvit,  in  addition  to  the  sum& 
ppropriated  by  the  act  making  appropriations 
}r  the  support  of  Governmeot  for  the  year  one 
lousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  the  folio w- 
ag  sums  be  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  ap- 
ropriated,  that  is  to  say : 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
bns,  in  addition  to  the  sum  heretofore  appropri- 
ted,  the  sum  of  thirty-eight  thousand  five  hun- 
red  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  sea- 
len,  in  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appropri- 
ted,  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  fitting  up  four  rooms  in  the  building  pur- 
based  by  the  United  States,  where  the  general 
ost  oflBce  is  held,  for  the  use  of  the  superintend- 
Dt  general  of  military  supplies,  two'  thousand 
lirty  nine  dollars  and  twelve  and  an  half  cents. 

For  books,  stationery,  furniture,  wood,  and 
Iher  contingent  expenses,  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
ind  dollars. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
sveral  sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid 
nt  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
ppropriated. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 

a  Act  allowing  a  bounty  to  owners,  officers,  and 
crewfl  of  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
dUtee. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  a  bounty  of  twenty-five 
>llars  be  paid  to  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews 
fthe  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
^mmissioaed  as  letter  of  marque,  for  each  and 


every  prisoner  by  them  captured  and  brought  into 
port,  and  delivered  to  an  agent  authorized  to  re- 
ceive them  in  any  port  of  the  United  States ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  required  to  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  to 
such  owners,  officers,  and  crews  of  private  armed 
vessels  commissioned  as  aforesaid,  or  their  agent, 
the  aforesaid  bounty  for  each  prisoner,  captured 
and  delivered  as  aforesaid. 

Sbg.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated. 

Approved,  August  3,  1813. 


An  Act  making  further  provision  for  the  collection  of 
internal  duties,  and  for  the  appointment  and  com- 
pensation of  assessors. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  the  colleetors  appointed 
under  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,'' 
shall  be  charged,  under  the  direction  and  superin- 
tendence of  the  Treasury  Department,  with  the 
collection  in  their  several  districts,  as  defined  in 
the  said  act,  of  the  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of 
merchandise^  and  of  ships  and  vessels;  on  sugar 
refined  within  the  United  States;  on  carriages 
for  the  conveyance  of  persons ;  on  licenses  to  re- 
tail dealers  in  winesi,  spirituous  liquors,  and  for- 
eign merchandise ;  on  licenses  to  distillers  of 
spirituous  liquors ;  and  on  notes  of  baokS}  bankers, 
and  certain  companies ;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  obit*- 
gations  discounted  by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain 
companies,  and  on  oills  of  exchange  of  certain 
descriptions ;  and  the  bonds  which  the  said  col- 
lectors under  the  aforesaid  act  are  required  to 
give  for  the  true  and  faithful  discharge  of  their  of- 
fices shall  be  deemed  to  extend  to  and  include  the 
due  collection  and  payment  over  of  the  moneys 
arising  within  their  respective  districts  from  tne 
several  duties  above  recited :  and  in  case  of  fail** 
ure  in  the  said  due  collection  and  payment,  the 
said  bonds  shall  be  deemed  to  be  forfeited  to  the 
United  States,  and  may  be  sued  and  judgment 
recovered  thereupon  in  the  manner  pointed  out 
by  this  act. 

Svc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to.divide,  respectively,  the  several  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  and  the  District  of 
Columbia  into  convenient  districts,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  collecting  the  internal  duties  above  spe- 
cified, and  to  nominate  and  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  appoint  a  collector  for 
every  such  district :  Provided,  That  any  of  the 
said  Territories,  as  well  as  the  said  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, may,  if  the  President  shall  think  it  proper, 
be  erected  into  one  collection  district  only  :  Ana 
provided  aleo,  That  if  the  appointment  of  the 
said  collectors,  or  any  of  them  shall  not  be  made 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  Presi- 
dent shall  De  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to 
make  such  appointment  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  by  granting  commissions  which  shall  ex- 
pire at  the  end  of  tneir  next  session. 
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Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaeUd,  That  the 
several  daties  laid  bf  the  acts,  entitled  "Aji  aet 
laying  daties  on  sales  at  anctioo  of  merchandise 
and  of  ships  and  vesseh;"  "An  act  laying  daties 
on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  States ;"  "An 
act  laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the  conveyance 
of  persons ;"  ^*An  act  laying  daties  on  licenses  to 
retail  dealers  in  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and 
foreign  merchandise ;"  *^An  act  laying  duties  on 
licenses  to  distillers  of  spirituous  Honors ;''  and 
"An  act  laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers, 
and  certain  companies ;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  ob- 
li^tions  discounted  by  banks,  bankers,  and  cer* 
tarn  com|>anies,  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  oer- 
tain  descriptions,"  shall  be  laid  and  collected  in 
the  several  Territories  of  the  United  States  and  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  same  manner  and 
under  the  same  penalties  as  is  provided  by  the  said 
acts  respectively;  which  said  acts  shall  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  and  in  every  respect  and 
particular,  apply  and  extend  to  the  several  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  District 
•f  Columbia. 

Sac.  4.  Andhe  it  further  §na€led,  Tbate^chof 
the  collectors  thus  appointed  within  the  several 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  each  collector  appointed  in  any 
State,  which  shall  under  the  provisions  of  the 
net,  entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct 
tax  within  the  United  States,"  pay  its  quota  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  whereby  the 
coUectioik  by  the  acverai  collectors  of  the  quotas 
of  the  said  direct  tax  imposed  upon  the  several 
counties  or  districts  of  such  State,  shall  become 
annecessary,  shall,  within  tbre^  months  after  being 
thereto  required,  give  a  bond  with  sureties,  to  be 
approved  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  for 
4ie  true  and  faithful  execution  of  his  office,  and 
settlement  of  his  aeeounts  according  to  kiw,  in  a 
nam  not  less  than  three  thousand  dollars ;  which 
bond  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury,  to  be  by  him  put  in  suit  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States,  upon  any  breach  of 
Ike  conditions  theraof. 

Sbc.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
collector  of  internal  duties  wichin  the  United 
States,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  for  more  than  three  months  to  make  up 
and  render  to  the  proper  officers  his  accounts  of 
all  duties,  collected  or  secured,  pursuant  to  such 
forms  as  may  be  prescribed  according  to  law,  or 
to  verify  such  accounts  on  oath  or  affirmation,  if 
thereto  required,  or  to  pay  over  the  moneys  which 
ahall  have  been  collected,  his  bond  shall  be  deemed 
forfeited,  and  judgment  thereon  shall  and  may 
be  taken  at  the  return  term,  on  motion  to  be  made 
in  open  court  by  the  attorney  of  the  United  States, 
HUMS  sufficient  cause  to  the  contrary  be  shown 
to  and  allowed  by  the  court:  Proftiied  aheaye, 
That  the  writ  of  procees  in  such  case  shall  haTC 
been  executed  at  least  fourteen  days  before  tlie 
return  day  thereof. 

Sio.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  the 
amount  of  all  debts  dne  to  the  United  States  by 
aoy  coUectof  of  internal  duties,  whether  secured 
by  bond  or  otherwise,  shall,  ami  hereby  is  deeiared 


to  be  a  lien  upon  the  lands  and  real  estatedflnl 
collector,  and  of  his  sureties,  if  he  ahail  han^iis 
bond,  from  the  time  when  a  suit  shall  be  isM^ 
ted  for  recovering  the  same;  and  for  wmtd 
goods  and  chattels  or  other  personal  cfSBcnd 
such  collector  or  his  sureties,  to  ssitisfy  any  jal^ 
ment  which  shall  or  may  be  reeoTered  9ffm 
them  respectively,  such  lands  and  real  estalet oif 
be  sold  at  public  auction,  after  being  adverting 
for  at  least  three  weeks  in  no  less  than  three  fik> 
lie  places  within  the  eoUeeticNi  disCriet,  aad  n  m 
newspaper  printed  in  the  county ,  if  any  thciek 
at  least  six  weeks  prior  to  the  time  of  sale ;  ai 
for  all  lands  or  real  estate  sold  In  porsoaacerf 
the  authority  aforesaid,  the  eonveyanees  of  tk 
marshals,  or  their  deputies,  executed  in  doc  fom 
of  law,  shall  give  a  valid  title  a^inst  all  fmem 
claiminff  under  such  collector  or  his  swetia  »• 
spectively. 

Seg.  7.  And  be  it  further  enactedi,  That  tkm 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  collectors  of  directtniii 
internal  duties  the  following  conraaisBions  sa  ihi 
moneys  received  and  aeconnted  for  bfdNB,fiz: 
On  the  monevs  arisinff  from  the  direet  tax  iasiih 
and  every  collection  district,  where  the  qasad 
such  district  shall  not  exceed  tea  thousand  doiha 
eight  per  cent. ;  where  the  quota  shall  natei 
ten  thousand  dollars,  aad  shall  not  exceed  fAeei 
thousand  dollars,  seven  per  eeat. ;  where  tfae%Htt 
shall  exceed  fifteen  thoaaand  dollars,  aad  itf 
not  exceed  twenty  thoasaad  dollars,  six  per  eau.; 
where  the  quou  shall  exceed  diiny  theemed 
dollars,  and  shall  not  exceed  fifty  theossif  iMbrs, 
four  per  cent. ;  where  the  quota  sAa//  exceed  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  three  percent.',  and  onmoac^ 
arising  from  internal  duties,  six  per  ceau:  Fiv- 
vided,  That  the  commissions  herein  allowed  Ix 
the  collection  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  dtfiv 
shall  in  no  case  exceed  four  thousand  doUao  ii 
any  collector. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  ThatitsUl 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Sales 
to  apportion  and  distribute,  annually,  a  sea^Mt 
exceeding  in  the  whole  twenty-five  thousaaliflt 
lars,  among  such  collectors  as,  for  the  execatioaif 
the  public  serrice,  it  shall  appear  lo  him  neceai^ 
so  to  compensate,  in  addition  to  the  other  can* 
uments  to  which  they  are  entided:  PmUdy 
That  no  such  allowance  or  distribution  shall  a* 
seed  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  anf  « 
collector,  nor  shall  be  made  to  any  collector  vka 
gross  emoluments, other  than  this  allowance, dil 
amount  to  one  thousand  dollars  a  year  ;  nortbiA 
when  added  to  the  other  gross  emolumcna^ 
such  collector,  exceed  one  thousand  doOan  STtft> 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  ttflt 
shall  be  allowed  to  each  collector  for  measaatb 
according  to  law,  each  still  or  boiler  trn^efd 
for  the  purpose  of  distillation,  being  under  tk 
capacity  of  one  hundred  gallons,  sixty  eena;*' 
for  each  still  or  boiler  as  aforesaid,  <^tfaecapaait 
of  one  hundred  gallons  or  more,  seven ty>fi re  cc^  i 
And  the  necessary  expeases  of  proconng  bi^  ' 
stationery,  printed  forms,  certificmtes^  and  eiM 
documents  necessary  for  the  eoUcctioa  of  thiit' 
ternal  revenues  and  direct  tax.  shall  aad  wKf^ 
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llowed  to  cb«  coilectors  id  the eettlemeat  of  their 
eeounts. 

8bo.  10.  ilitd  he  U further  enacted^  That  each 
olkctor  shftU  be  aaihorized  to  appoint,  by  an  in* 
hrament  or  instraments  under  his  hand,  as  many 
tipoties  within  his  collection  district,  to  be  by 
im  paid  and  compensated  for  their  services,  as 
le  may  deem  'proper,  whose  acts  officially  and 
rgally  performed  shall  be  as  valid  and  availaUe 
D  every  respect  as  if  performed  by  the  collector 
timself. 

8bo.  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
«  the  doty  of  the  eoUeetors  to  keep  aeearate  ao- 
oiints  of  thieir  official  emoluments  and  ezpen* 
iitnrcs,  and  the  same,  after  being  Terified  on  oath 
r  affirmation,  to  transmit  annually  on  the  last 
ay  of  Decemoer,  or  within  forty  days  thereafter, 
ipder  a  penalty  of  one  hunted  dollars,  to  ikt 
]rommi8sioaer of  the  Revenue;  and  attracts  of 
be  same  shall  be  annually  laid  before  Congress 
f  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

SifflLl2.  MdbeitJ^sHher^nactmi,  That  if  the 
|>|N)intmeot  of  the  prineipni  assessors  authorized 
f  the  act,  entitled  ^ An  act  for  the  asseisoiettt 
nd  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,^ 
r  of  any  of  them,  shall  not  be  made  during  the 
ffeseat  seasioa  of  Congress,  the  President  of  the 
foiled  States  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  empow- 
ked  to  make  suoh  appointment,  during  the  recess 
i  the  Senate,  by  granting  commissions  wbieh 
ball  expire  at  the  end  of  taeir  next  session. 

Sbo.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
^resident  of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  he  is 
lereby  authorized  to  augment,  in  cases  where  he 
aay  find  it  necessary,  the  eompensation  fixed  by 
be  act  aforesaid  for  the  principal  and  assistant  as- 
tssors,  so,  however,  as  that  no  principal  assessor 
^11  in  any  soeh  case  receive  more  than  three 
toftdrcd  dollars,  and  no  assistant  assesaot  mote 
ban  one  hondred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Approved,  Aagost  2, 1813. 


Ui  Aet  to  prohibit  the  use  of  lioeases  or  passes  granted 
bj  the  aiatkoritj  of  the  Govemmflnt  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Cbeat  Britain  and  Ireland. 

BeU enacted,  ^.,  That  any eitiaon  or  inhabit- 
mt  of  the  United  Suites,  or  the  Territories  thereof, 
>^  shall  obtara  or  use,  either  directly  or  indirect- 
ft  a  licenae,  pass,  or  other  ioairument  granted  by 
■e  Qoveramettt  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Gk^eac 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  by  any  officer  or  agent 
thereof,  for  the  protection  of  any  ship,  vessel,  or 
Biarchandise  on  the  high  seas  or  elsewhere,  or 
for  the  admission  of  aay  ship,  vessel,  or  merchan- 
iite,  into  any  port  or  place  whatever ;  and  any 
lltizen  or  inhabitant  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  be 
either  directly  or  iadivectly  concerned  or  assisting 
la  obtaining,  using,  granting,  or  selling  any  such 
license,  pass,  or  instrument,  shall,  upon  convic- 
tion, for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  a  sum  e<)oal 
lo  twioe  the  value  of  any  such  ship,  vessel,  and 
[uerchandise,  and  shall  moreover  be  adjudged 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  in  a 
mm  not  exceeding  five  thousand  nor  less  than 
one  thousand  dollars;  and  any  ship,  Vessel,  or 


merchandise,  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  any 
citizen  or  inhabitant  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  Territories  thereof,  which  shall,  five  days 
after  the  promulgation  of  this  act  in  the  nearest 
port,  be  found  in  the  waters  or  within  the  juris* 
diction  of  the  United  States,  having  or  usin^  a 
license,  pass,  or  other  instrument  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  forfeited,  the  one  half  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  other  half  to  any  person 
or  persons  who  shall  give  information  thereof, 
and  produce  or  procure  evidence  of  the  fact;  the 
dttties,  if  any.  which  may  be  pavable  on  the  im* 
portation  of  such  merchandise,  being  previously 
paid  or  deducted  from  the  proceeds  of  such  for* 
feiture:  Frovided  however ^  That  the  claim  of  any 
such  person  or  persons,  as  derived  from  this  aot, 
shall  not  be  admitted  to  bar^  defeat,  or  afibct  any 
forfeiture  accrued  to  the  United  States,  or  to  any 
other  person,  which  shall  have  been  incurred  by 
reason  of  an  infraction  of  any  other  law  of  the 
United  States. 

Sbo.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  aa|r 
ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States  sailing  under, 
or  found  on  the  high  seas^oalng  a  license,  paas,  or 
instrument,  as  described  m  the  preceding  section 
of  this  act,  shall  be  considered  and  held  as  sailing 
under  the  flag  ^  the  Government  of  the  United 
Ktncdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  It 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  commanders  of  the  pablio 
and  private  armed  ships  and  vessels  of  the  Uaited 
States  and  the  Territories  thereof,  to  stop  and  ex« 
amine  any  ship  and  vessel  of  the  United  States 
*or  thetf  Territories,  on  the  high  seas  or  e^ewhere, 
which  there  may  be  reasonable  ground  to  aue* 
pect  is  sailiag  under  the  protection  of,  or  using 
any  sach  license,  pass,  or  other  instroment  an 
aforesaid}  and  if  upon  examination  it  shall  appear 
that  such  ship  or  vessel  is  sailiag  under  the  pro* 
tection  of,  or  using  any  such  license,  pass,  ar 
other  instrument,  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  sudi 
commanders,  and  of  each  of  them,  to  sekee  every 
such  ship  or  vessel,  and  send  the  same  to  any 
port  of  the  United  States  or  the  Territories  there- 
of; aod  eviery  such  ship  or  veeael,  so  found  sailing 
under  the  prolcetioa  or,  or  usiag  aajr  suoh  license, 
pass,  or  other  instrumeat  as  aforesaid,  shall,  upon 
due  proof  thereof,  before  any  court  of  the  United 
States  or  the  Territories  thereof,  having  eompe^ 
tent  jurisdiction,  be  condemned,  together  with 
the  cargo,  and  be  forfeited  to  the  sole  use  of  the 
officers  and  crew  of  such  public  or  private  ship 
or  vessel;  and  all  forfeitures  which  shall  accrue 
and  be  recovered  in  pursuance  of  this  section, 
shall  be  distributed  according  to  the  rules  pre- 
scribed by  the  existing  laws,  in  cases  of  prizes 
made  from  the  enemy;  Protnded,  That  nothing 
contained  in  this  act,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
preven*t  the  acceptance  or  use  of  a  passport  or 
any  other  paper  authorized  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  Smtes,  or  the  acceptance  or  use  of 
a  passport  granted  by  the  commander  of  any 
ship  of  war  of  the  enemy  to  aay  ship  or  vessel  of 
the  United  States,  which  may  have  been  cap- 
tured and  given  up  for  the  parpose  of  carrying 
persons  captured  by  the  enemy  to  the  United 
States. 
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Seo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  Tb«t  erery* 
ship  or  Tessel  beloo^ing  wholly,  or  in  part,  to  a 
citizen  or  citizens,  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  which  shall  depart  or  clear 
oat  from  any  port  or  place  within  the  jorisdie* 
tion  of  the  United  States,  after  the  promnlgatioQ 
of  this  act  at  such  port  or  place,  shall  be  subject 
to  the  operation  of  the  same;  and  that  every  ship 
or  Tessel  owned  as  aforesaid,  if  the  same  be  in 
any  part  of  Europe^  of  the  Mediterranean,  or  the 
western  coast  of  Africa,  or  between  the  same  and 
the  United  States,  at  the  passage  of  this  act,  after 
the  first  day  of  November  next ',  and  if  at  any 
port  or  place  to  the  east  of  the  Cape  of  Qood 
tlope,  or  between  the  same  and  the  United  States, 
after  the  first  day  of  January  next;  and  if  in  either 
case  such  vessel  arrive  in  the  United  States  pre- 
Tious  to  the  said  periods  respectively,  then,  after 
her  arrival,  shall  in  like  manner  be  subject  to  the 
operation  of  this  act:  Provided^  That  if  any  such 
ship  or  vessel  be,  in  either  of  the  foregoing  eases, 
delayed  by  stress  of  weather  or  other  unavoidable 
accident,  from  returning  to  the  United  States 
within  the  periods  above  stated,  the  same  shall 
not  be  subject  to  the  operations  of  this  act,  until 
a  sufficient  time  shall  have  elapsed;  after  a  knowl- 
edge thereof,  for  her  return  to  the  United  States: 
And  provided  cUso,  That  nothing  herein  conuin- 
ed  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  arrest  or  stay  any 
prosecution  or  judicial  proceeding  now  pending 
in  anv  court  of  the  United  States  or  the  Territo- 
ries thereof,  instituted  against  any  citizen  or  in- 
habitant of  the  United  States,  for  using,  or  against 
any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  wholly  or  in  part  to 
any  citizen  or  citizens,  inhabitant  or  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,  for  sailing  under  the  pro- 
tection  of  a  license  or  pass  granted  by  the  autnor- 
itv  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  by  any  person  or 
persons  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  same. 

Approved,  August  2, 1613. 


An  Act  to  amend  and  explain  the  act  regulating  pen- 
sions to  persons  on  board  private  armed  ships. 

Be  it  enacted^  f>c.,  That  the  act  regulating 
pensiohs  to  persons  on  board  private  armed  ships 
shall  be  construed  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  place  on  the  pension  list,  under  the 
restrictions  and  regulations  of  the  said  act,  any 
officer,  seamaUi  or  marine,  belonging  to  any  pri- 
yate  armed  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States, 
bearing  a  commission  of  letter  of  marque,  who 
shall  have  been  wounded  or  otherwise  disabled 
in  the  line  of  their  duty  as  officers,  seamen,  or 
marines  of  such  private  armed  ship  or  vessel. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 


An  Act  giving  further  time  for  registering  claims  to 
land  in  the  late  district  of  Arkansas,  in  the  Territory 
of  Missouri,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c^  That  every  person  or  per^ 
aons  claiming  lands  in  the  late  district  of  Arkan- 


sas, in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  who  arnttil 
settlers  on  the  land  whieh  they  claim,  aodvlM 
claims  have  not  been  heretotore  filed  wiik  & 
recorder  of  land  titles  for  the  Territory  of  lb 
souri,  shall  be  allowed  ontil  the  first  dtyof  Ji» 
ary  next,  to  deliver  notices  in  writing  Md  ik 
written  evidence  t)f  their  claims  to  the  rceoiiff 
of  land  titles  in  the  Territory  aforesaid;  vAU 
notices  and  evidences  so  delivered  wttkiD  U 
time  limited  by  this  act,  shall  be  recorded IbAi 
same  manner,  and  on  payment  of  theamefea, 
as  if  the  same  had  been  oeliTered  before  tbc  fa 
day  of  July,  one  thoosiind  eight  hoadied  ni 
eight;  but  the  right  of  such  persons  at  skill Mf 
lect  so  doing,  within  the  time  limited  bydibad 
shall,  80  far  as  they  are  derived  from  or  foiiM 
on  any  act  of  Congress,  ever  afker  be  btmdfll 
become  void,  and  the  evidences  of  their  dini 
never  after  admitted  as  evidence  in  aoy  dMof 
the  United  States,  against  any  grant  dninl 
from  the  United  States. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  emuted,  Thtitk 
recorder  of  land  titles  for  the  Territory  of  Mi^ 
souri  shall  have  the  same  powers,  sad  perfm 
the  same  duties,  in  every  respect,  in  rektioia 
the  claims  that  mav  be  filed  aceordioc  tothe^ 
ceding  section,  as  tne  board  of  cooiaussioaastR 
ascertaining  and  adjusting  claims  to  laads  it  flft 
district  of  Louisiana  would  have  bid  orshodi 
have  performed,  if  such  notice  had  bees  fled  ul 
such  evidence  delivered  before  the  fo  dif  el 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  astf  e^t,  ex- 
cept that  his  decisions  shall  be  sf6feet  to  the  re- 
vision of  Congress. 

Sao.  3.  Aftdbeiijurtheremckd,  Tbatiiahtf 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  recorder  of  bad  titkiiD 
make,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  bid 
Office,  a  report  of  all  claims  filed  with  the  ati 
recorder,  with  the  substance  of  the  evideaeeii 
support  thereof;  and  also  bis  opiaioa,  and  wk 
remarks  respecting  the  claims  as  he  mayAii^ 
proper  to  make;  which  report,  together  liih  t 
list  of  the  claims  which,  in  the  optnioa  of  ihft 
said  recorder,  ought  to  be  confirme<L  shall  be  Ul 
by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  LandOf* 
before  Congress  for  their  deteroaioatioD. 

Sao.  4.  And  be  U  fiaiher  enaOtd,  Thatte 
said  recorder  shall  be  allowed  fifty  cents  for  fliA 
claim  on  which  a  decistoo  shall  be  made,  whcdff 
such  decision  aball  be  in  favor  or  agaiait  tli 
claims,  which  allowance  shall  be  in  fall  ftt  hi 
services  under  this  act. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  fitrtker  enaefei,  Thtf« 
every  case  where  notice  of  the  claim  shaU  hi* 
been  filed  under  former  laws^  aod  in  which  i* 
teatimoov  shall  have  been  prbdoced.  the  da^ 
ants  shall  be  allowed  until  the  first  day  of  W 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  aad  foarteeo,  ts  p«^ 
duce  to  said  recorder  testimony  in  support  of  ssd 
claims;  and  the  said  recorder  shall,  ia  rdanoii 
such  claims,  bave  the  same  powers  aad  perwg 
the  said  duties  as  are  required  of  him  oa  '^'^ 
filed  under  this  act. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 


77 


APPENDDL 


2778 


JhMie  Aeta  qf  €kmgre»» 


:*=S= 


ved  to  tb«  colleetors  in  the  settlement  of  their 

HIQIS. 

cc.  10.  ilitd  be  itjurther  enaetecl^  That  eaeh 
eclor  shaJl  be  auihorized  to  appoint,  by^  aa  id- 
menc  oriostrumeots  under  his  hand,  as  many 
ities  within  his  colleecion  district,  to  be  by 
paid  and  compensated  for  their  serviecs,  as 
nay  deem  'proper,  whose  acts  officially  and 
Uy  performed  shall  be  as  valid  and  available 
rery  respect  as  if  performed  by  the  collector 
selL 

BC.ll.  And  be  it  ftirther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
!ie  doty  of  the  eoUeetors  to  keep  accurate  ac* 
Its  of  their  official  emoluments  and  expen* 
res,  and  the  same,  after  being  verified  on  oath 
ffirroftttoa.  to  transmit  annoally  on  the  last 
of  December,  or  within  forty-days  thereafter, 
NT  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  the 
imissioner  of  the  BLe venue ;  and  abstracts  of 
«me  shall  be  annually  laid  before  Congress 
le  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
sc.  12.  Andbeit,fisHkertnacted^  That  if  the 
intmeot  of  the  principal  assessors  authoriased 
le  aet,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  asseisaieBt 
collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,'' 
r  any  of  them,  shall  not  be  made  during  the 
mt  eessioa  of  Congress,  the  President  of  the 
ed  St^es  shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  empow- 
to  maioe  suoh  apfwiotment,  during  the  reeess 
le  Senate,  by  graatiaz  commissions  which 
expire  at  the  end  of  taeir  next  session. 
»•  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
[deal  of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  he  is 
>v  authorized  to  augment,  in  eases  where  he 
nnd  it  necessary,  the  compensation  fixed  by 
^  aforesaid  for  the  principal  and  assistant  as- 
ra,  so,  however,  as  that  no  principal  assessor 
in  any  stKsh  case  receive  more  than  three 
red  doUaras,  and  no  assistant  assessor  more 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
ipvoved,  Avgust  8, 1813. 


•et  to  prohibit  the  use  ef  Uoenses  or  passes  granted 
Ihe  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
igdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

t  it  enaeted,  ^c,  That  any  eitiaon  or  inhabit- 
f  the  United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof, 
shall  obtain  or  use,  either  directly  or  iadireet- 
iteenae,  pass,  or  other iosirument  granted  by 
}ov«niaieii4  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Gkieat 
lin  and  Ireland,  or  by  any  officer  or  agent 
lef  for  Che  protection  of  any  ship,  vessel,  or 
bandise  on  the  high  seas  or  elsewhere,  or 
le  admission  of  any  ship,  vessel,  or  merehan- 
ioto  any  port  or  place  whatever;  and  any 
>n  or  inhabitant  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  be 
r  directly  or  indireetljr  eoneemed  or  assisting 
cainittg,  using,  granting,  or  selling  any  such 
se,  pass,  or  instrument,  shall,  upon  con  vie* 
for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  a  sum  e<)ual 
ice  the  value  of  any  such  ship,  vessel,  and 
handise,  and  shall  moreover  be  adjudged 
tf*  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  in  a 
not  exceed  ing  five  thousand  nor  less  than 
thousand  dollars;  and  any  ship,  vessel,  or 


0 

merchandise,  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  any 
citizen  or  inhabitant  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  Territories  thereof,  which  shall,  fire  days 
after  the  promulgation  of  this  act  in  the  nearest 
port,  be  found  in  the  waters  or  within  the  juris* 
diction  of  the  United  States,  having  or  usin^  a 
license,  pass,  or  other  instrument  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  forfeited,  the  one  half  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  other  half  to  any  person 
or  persons  who  shall  give  information  thereof, 
and  produce  or  procure  evidence  of  the  fact ;  the 
duties,  if  any.  which  may  be  pavable  on  the  im* 
portation  of  such  merchandise,  being  previously 
paid  or  deducted  from  the  proceeds  of  such  for* 
feitnre:  Provided  howev&r^  That  the  claim  of  any 
such  person  or  persons,  as  derived  from  this  act) 
shall  not  be  admitted  to  bar,  defeat,  or  affect  any 
forfeiture  accrued  to  the  United  Sutes,  or  to  any 
other  person,  which  shall  have  been  incurred  by 
reason  of  an  infraction  of  any  other  law  of  the 
United  States. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  itfurAer  enacted.  That  any 
ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States  sailing  under, 
or  found  on  the  high  seas^usmg  a  license,  pass,  or 
instrument,  as  described  in  the  preceding  section 
of  this  act,  shall  be  considered  and  hM  as  sailing 
under  the  flag  <}i  the  GKivernment  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  commanders  of  the  publie 
and  private  armed  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Territories  thereof,  to  stop  and  ex« 
amine  any  ship  and  vessel  of  the  United  States 
'or  their  Territories,  on  the  high  seas  or  eVfewhere, 
which  there  may  be  reasonable  ground  to  sue* 
pect  is  sailing  under  the  protection  of,  or  using 
any  such  licensa,  pass,  or  other  instrument  as 
aforesaid;  and  if  upon  examination  it  shall  appear 
that  such  ship  or  vessel  'n  sailing  under  the  pro* 
teetion  of,  or  using  any  such  license,  pass,  ar 
other  instrument,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  sudi 
commanders,  and  of  each  of  them,  to  seize  every 
such  ship  or  vessel,  and  send  the  same  to  any 
port  of  the  United  States  or  the  Territories  there- 
cf ;  and  every  sueh  ship  or  vessel,  so  found  sailing 
under  the  nroleolioa  ^t,  or  osiag  anjr  such  Iteense, 
pass,  or  otner  instrument  as  aforesaid,  shall,  upon 
due  proof  thereof,  before  any  court  of  the  United 
States  or  the  Territories  thereof,  having  compe^ 
tent  jrurisdiction,  be  condemned,  together  with 
the  cargo,  and  be  forfeited  to  the  sole  use  of  the 
officers  and  crew  of  such  public  or  private  ship 
or  vessel;  and  all  forfeitures  which  shall  accrue 
and  be  recovered  in  pursuance  of  this  section, 
shall  be  distributed  according  to  the  rules  pre- 
scribed by  the  existing  laws,  in  cases  of  prizes 
made  from  the  enemy;  Provided,  That  nothing 
contained  in  this  act,  shall  be  so  coostrued  as  to 
preven*t  the  acceptance  or  use  of  a  passport  or 
any  other  paper  authorized  by  the  Gk>vernment 
of  the  United  States,  or  the  acceptance  or  use  of 
a  passport  granted  by  the  commander  of  any 
ship  of  war  of  the  enemy  to  any  ship  or  vessel  of 
the  United  States,  which  may  have  been  cap- 
tured and  given  up  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
persons  captured  by  the  enemy  to  the  United 
States. 
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cained  a  clearance,  nor  until  the  master  or  eoio- 
mander  shall  have  delivered  to  the  collector  or 
surveyor  of  the  port  of  departure,  a  manifest  of 
the  whole  cargo  on  board,  that  the  said  vessel  or 
boat  shall  not,  during  the  time  above-mentioned, 
•proceed  to  any  other  port  or  place  than  that  men- 
tioned in  her  clearance,  nor  put  any  article  on 
board  of  anjr  other  vessel  or  boat,  or  be  employed 
in  any  foreign  trade;  and  that,  on  every  voya^ 
or  trip,  the  whole  of  the  cargo  shall  be  landied  m 
a  port  or  place  of  the  United  States  or  the  Terri- 
tories thereof,  within  the  bay,  sound,  rivers,  or 
lakes  to  which  the  navigation  of  such  vessel  is 
confined,  and  the  burden  of  the  proof  of  the  land- 
ing of  the  whole  of  any  such  cargo  in  a  port  or 
place  of  the  United  States  or  the  Territories 
thereof,  within  the  bay,  sound,  rivers,  or  lakes,  to 
which  the  iiavigation  of  such  vessel  or  boat  is 
confined,  or  in  the  port  or  place  mentioned  in  her 
clearance,  shall,  in  case  of  any  suit  or  prosecu- 
tion instituted  on  such  bond  for  a  breach  of  the 
coBditions  thereof,  lie  upon  the  owner  or  owners, 
eonsigne^or  factors,  of  such  vessel  or  boat,  or  the 
master  thereof,  as  the  case  may  be :  Provided^ 
Such  prosecution  or  suit  be  instituted  within  two 
years  after  sncb  breach  shall  have  been  com- 
mitted. 

Sbo.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
Tesoel  or  boat,  not  having  received  a  permission, 
and  a  bond  not  having  been  first  given  in  the 
inanner  provided  for  in  the  next  preceding  see* 
tion,  shall  take  on  board  any  article  or  articles 
prohibited  by  this  act.  such  vessel  or  boat,  togeth- 
er with  her  cargo,  shall  be  wholly  forfeited,  and 
the  owner  or  owners,  agent,  freighter  or  factors, 
master  or  commander,  of  such  vessel  or  boat,  shall 
moreover  severally  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  equal  to 
the  value  of  the  vessel  or  boat,  and  of  the  cargo 
put  on  board  the  same. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That  the 
person  or  persons,  whose  names  do  or  may  ap- 
pear as  owner  or  owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel 
either  on  the  certificate  of  registry,  enrolment,  or 
lioense  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  if  neither 
registered  or  licensed,  on  the  last  clearance  or 
eustom-hoose  documents  issued  before  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act  for  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  re- 
puted as  the  true  owner  or  owners  of  such  ship  or 
vasaei.  and  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  all  penal- 
ties which  may  be  incurred  by  the  owners  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  by  reason  of  any  violation  of  any 
of  the  provisions  of  this  act:  Provided,  ahwxfe, 
That  nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  t>e 
construed  to  releaae  any  other  person  or  persons 
from  the  payment  of  any  penalty  incurred  by  vir* 
tne  of  this  act.  And  in  case  of  any  new  register 
or  license  being  granted  during  the  continuance 
of  this  act,  or  in  case  of  the  sale  of  any  ship  or 
vessel  neither  registered  or  licenced,  a  bond  with 
one  or  more  sureties  to  the  United  States  shall, 
previous  to  the  granting  any  such  new  regiater 
or  license,  or  to  recognising  the  sale  of  such  ves- 
ael  not  registered  or  licensed,  be  required  by  the 
collector,  in  an  amount  equal  to  three  hundred 
dollars  of  each  ton  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  that  such 
ship  or  vessel  shall  not,  during  the  continuance 


of  this  act,  contravene  or  iafringe  aof  ofikfa- 
visioos  thereof:  Promded,  Thit  oothiof  ba 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  ezteod  id  k 
owner  or  owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel  vkoiU 
have  made  a  bona  fide  sale  of  soch  soehdiiyi 
vessel,  in  any  port  or  harbor  of  ibeOBite^SUK 
before  notice  of  this  act  at  raeh  port  or  Mr 
respectively,  nor  to  the  owner  or  owsoitfaj 
ship  or  vessel,  in  any  foreign  port  or  ^^ 
shall  have  made  a  bona  fide  uie  tberarf  Mb 
notice  of  this  act :  And  pramded  a^  ThiiaA 
bond  shall  not  release  theowaenasd  wutai 
such  ship  or  vessel,  or  any  other  penoSjinBit 
obligation  of  giving  every  other  hud  n^ 
by  this  acL 

Sbo.  7.  And  be  UJurtker  enadd,  Thaih 
owner  or  owners  of  all  veisels  hocoMd  faii 
cries,  or  those  bound  on  a  whalisf  ^vpf^ni 
having  no  other  cargo  than  neeeMTf  aiM^ 
salt,  and  the  usual  fishia|  tacklisgudMri, 
shall  give  a  general  bond  la  Ibar  tincitkewB 
of  the  vessel  and  caigo  that  they  will  la,  in| 
the  continuanoe  of  this  set,  proeced  lo  ny » 
eiga  port  or  place,  and  will  letara  witiii^i^ 
ing  fare  to  some  port  or  plaoe  withio  tiie  Uiw 
States. 

.  Sbc.  8.  AndbeUJiuikereudtiT\>ti'im 
ship  or  vessel  shall,  daring  the  tsmmti 
this  act,  depart  from  aay  port  of  ik  uaH 
States  wsthonc  a  ctearaace  or  pewt,  «ru  "I 
ship  or  vessel  shall,  coatraqr  tolht  1'''^'* 
this  act,  proceed  to  a  foreign  port  or  W« 
trade  with,  or  put  on  board  ai^ufctka^v 
vessel  aay  article  or  articles  fi^^^'^^ 
aet,  such  ship  or  vessels,  goods,  !•».«"'* 
diae,  produce,  provisions,  naval  or  miliiirf  sMJ 
shall  be  wholly  forfeited ;  aad  if  tlM  nmm 


every  such  onence,  loneic  sao  py  •  «<-v 
to  double  the  value  of  the  ship  or  yf""!^^ 
so,  and  shall  n«ver  thereafter  bsiUsvedt^ 

for  duties  on  any  goods,  w*'«*>**^??'^ 
imported  by  him  or  them  ioioiojrof  iMpon* 
the  United  Stales;  and  the  master  or  codomp 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  as  well  ««•"  ^J^ 
sons  who  shall  knowii^y  be  conw^dtt* 
sncdi  violnUons  of  this  act,  shall  mth,  w^^ 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  noiexeeediaftweip 
sand  dollars  for  every  such  offeoct,  w"« 
vessel  be  seized  and  condemned  or  ooc,  iwi 
be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  kai  \m  «ij 
dar  months,  nor  ejcceediog  one  yW*" 
oath  or  affirmation  of  any  master  oreeaa 
knowingly  offending  ««»uwt.  ^«.  1^^ 
this  secuoa,  shall  ever  thereafter  be  uuuui 
before  any  collector  of  thecastoowof "«"' 

Sbc  ^  And  be  it  fiuiher  tfuuud^'thii 
foreign  ship  or  vessel  shall,  doriag  U»« « 
ance  of  this  act,  take  on  board  ^^J^^^ 
wares,  merchandise,  produce,  P'®'*^|g|» 
military  stores,  other  than  the  P'^^^'jJ'Tj^if 
stores  necessary  for  the  voyagei  »««5.!3  stalll* 
sel,  and  the  specie  and  caigo  oa  ?^T^ 
whoUy  forfeited,  and  may  be  seiwd «" 
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lemned  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  hav- 
log  competent  jarisdiction ;  and  ever/  person 
concerned  in  sach  unlawful  shipment,  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  a  sura  not  exceeding  twenty  thou- 
tand  dollars  for  every  such  offence. 
Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 


shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  such  other  person  as  he  shall  have  em- 
powered for  that  purpose,  to  employ  such  part  of 
the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  militia  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  territories  thereof,  as  may  be 
judged  necessary,  in  conformity  with  the  provi- 


sollectorsof  all  the  districts  of  the  United  States  Isions  of  this  act,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 


ind  the  territories  thereof,  shall  be,  and  they  are 
lereby,  authorized  to  take  into  their  custody,  any 
pecie,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  produce,  pro- 
visions, naval  or  military  stores,  or  live  stock, 
ound  on  board  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  boat  or  other 
rater  craft,  when  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
hey  are  intended  for  exportatioD,  or  when  in 
'essels,  carts,  wagons,  sleighs,  or  in  aay  other 
arriage,  or  in  any  manner  apparently  on  their 
ray  towards  the  territories  of  a  foreign  nation,  or 
he  vicinity  thereof,  or  towards  a  place  whence 
Qch  articles  are  intended  to  be  exported,  or  placed 
B  the  possesaiott  of  the  enemies  of  the  United 
Itates;  and  not  to  permit  sach  articles  to  be  re- 
loved,  nntil  bond,  with  sufficient  suieties,  shall 
ave  been  given  for  the  landing  or  delivery  of 
le  same  in  some  place  of  the  United  States, 
4ience,  in  the  opinion  of  the  collector,  there 
Mill  not  be  nny  danger  of  such  articles  being 
[ported  or  placed  in  the  possession  of  the  ene- 
Ks  of  the  u  nited  Sutes. 
8bo.  11.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 
^ers  given  to  the  collectors  by  this  act,  to  ra- 
pe permission  to  pat  any  cargo  on  board  any 
ksei,  boat,  or  other  water  craft,  to  detain  any 
tssel,  or  to  take  into  their  castodv  any  articles 
tr  the  parpose  of  preventing  violations  of  the 
nbargo,  shall  be  exercised  in  conformity  with 
ich  instructions  as  the  President  may  give,  and 
ich  rcilea  as  he  may  prescribe  for  that  purpose, 
Ade  in   parsoance  of  the   powers,  aforesaid; 
tich  instroetions  and  rales  the  eolieetor  shall 
)  bound  to  obey.    And  if  any  action  or  suit  be 
'Ought  againat  any  collector  or  other  person 
|tin^  under  ike  directions  of,  and  in  pursoance 
'  this  act,  he  may  plead  the  general  issue,  and 
ve  this  act,  aod  the  instructions  and  regulations 

the  President,  in  evidence  for  his  justification 
td  defence.  And  any  f>erson  aggrieved  by  the 
U  of  any  eolleclor^  in  either  of  the  cases  afore- 
id.  may  file  bis  petition  before  the  district  court 

me  district  wherein  the  collector  resides,  sta- 
^  the  facta  of  his  case,  and  thereopon,  after 
le  notice  given  to  the  district  attorney  and  the 
Elector,  the  said  court  may  summarily  hear  and 
JQdge  thereapon,  as  law  and  justice  mav  re- 
lire ;  and  the  judigmeat  of  said  court,  and  the 
^D  and  facts  whereon  it  is  grounded  shall  be 
Bd  aniong  the  records  of  said  court;  and  if 
■^oration  of  the  property  detained  or  taken  in 
Mfody,  or  permission  to  load,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
'  r^^'^^d,  it  shall  be  upon  the  party's  giving 
^1^  ^'^^  sureties,  as  is  or  shall  be  required 

he  taken  in  similar  cases  by  the  collector,  and 
^t  otherwise ;  but  if  the  said  court  shall  ^djudg:e 
l^inst  such  petition,  the  collector  shall  be  enti- 
-d  to  treble  costs,  which  shall  be  taxed  for  him. 
JO  execution  awarded  accordingly  by  the  court 
°^'  12.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  it 
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the  illegal  departure  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of 
detaining,  taking  possession  of,  and  keeping  in 
custody  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of  taking  into  cus- 
tody and  guarding  any  specie,  goods,  wares,  mer- 
chandise, produce,  provisions,  naval  or  military 
stores,  or  live  stock,  aod,  also,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  and  suppressing  any  armed  or  riotous 
assemblage  of  persons  resisting  the  custom-house 
officers  in  the  exercise  of  their  duties,  or  in  any 
manner  opposing  the  execution  of  this  act,  or 
otherwise  violating  or  assisting  and  abetting  vio- 
lations of  the  same. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  public  and  private  armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States  to  capture  and  seize^ 
on  the  high  seas  or  elsewhere,  any  ship  or  vessel 
which  shall  have  violated  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  and  to  send  the  same  into  any  port  of 
the  United  States  for  adjudication. 

See.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  all 
penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  this 
act,  may  be  prosecute  J,  sued  for,  and  recovered 
by  action  of  debt,  or  by  indictment  or  informa- 
tion, as  the  case  may  require,  and  if  recovered  in 
consequence  of  any  seizure  made  by  the  com- 
mander of  any  public  armed  vessel  or  the  United 
States,  shall  he  distributed  according  to  the  rules 
prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  '*An  act  foT  the 
government  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States," 
and  if  in  consequence  of  any  seizure  made  by 
any  private  armed  vessel  of  the  United  Slates, 
shall  be  distributed  according  to  the  rules  pre- 
scribed by  the  act,  entitled  '^An  act  concerning 
letters  of  marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  and 
the  act^in  addition  thereto ;  and  if  otherwise,  shall 
be  distributed  and  accounted  for  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  may  be  miti- 
gated or  remitted  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
act,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  provide  lor  mitigating  or 
remitting  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disabilities 
accruing  in  certain  cases  therein   mentioned," 
passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  sev- 
en hundred  ninety-seven,  and  made  perpetual  by 
an  act  passed  the  eleventh  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred;  and  any  officer  or  other 
person,  entitled  to  a  part  or  share  of  any  of  the 
fines,  penalties,  or  forfeitures  aforesaid,  may,  if 
necessary,  be  a  witness  on  the  trial  therefor,  but 
in  such  case  he  shall  not  receive  any  part  or  share 
of  the  said  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  but  the  part 
or  share  to  which  he  would  otherwise  be  entitled 
shall  belong  to  the  United  States. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
time  during  which  this  act  shall  continue  in  force, 
shall  not  be  computed  as  makings  part  of  the  term 
of  twelve  calendar  months  during  which  goods. 
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wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  into  the  Uoited 
States,  must  be  exported  in  order  to  be  entitled 
to  a  drawback  of  the  duties  paid  on  the  importa- 
tion thereof. 

Sec.  16.  iind  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  noth- 
ing in  this  act  contained,  shall  prevent  the  sail- 
ing of  any  private  armed  vessel  duly  commis- 
sioned by  any  foreign  power  in  amity  with  the 
United  States,  nor  of  any  vessel  of  the  United 
States  duly  commissioned  by  any  foreign  power 
in  amity  with  the  United  States,  nor  ofaoy  ves- 
sel of  the  United  States  duly  commissioned  by 
virtue  of  an  act,  entitled  '^An  act  concerntng  let- 
ter of  marque,  prizes*,  and  prize  goods,"  passed  on 
the  twenty-sixth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve:  Provided  always,  never- 
iheless.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for,  and  the  duty 
of  all  officers  of  the  customs  and  revenue  officers 
of  the  United  States,  and  they  are  hereby  en- 
joined, to  examine,  search,  and  effectually  ascer- 
tain the  amountand  kind  of  articles  all  such  ves- 
sels about  sailing  may  have  on  board,  so  as  to 
prevent  their  taking  any  cargo  or  other  lading 
tban  the  stores,  provisions,  armament,  furniture, 
and  equipment,  generally  proper  and  necessary 
for  such  vessels^ 

S«c.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever it  shall  appear,  on  report  made  to  any  col- 
lector of  the  customs,  by  any  officer  of  the  cus- 
toms, revenue  officer,  or  other  person,  that  any 
private  armed  vessel  has  on  board  any  article  or 
articles  whatever,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  ur 
cargo  of  any  description,  intended  for  trade  or 
traffic  with  the  enemies  of  the  United  States, 
either  directly  or  intermediately  through  any 
neutral  or  other  person  or  persons,  or  for  expor- 
tation, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  collector, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  seize  all  such  ar- 
ticles, goods,  wares,  merchandise,  and  cargo  of 
every  description,  and  to  have  the  same  landed 
forthwith,  to  be  proceeded  against  as  forfeited  to 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all 
such  cases  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  District  At- 
torney of  the  United  States,  for  the  district  within 
which  the  said  proceedings  shall  take  place,  to 
proceed  in  due  form  of  law  for  the  condemnation 
and  forfeiture  of  the  said  articles  to  the  use  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  itJurUur  enacted,  That  in  all 
eases  of  condemnation  as  aforesaid,  the  captain 
or  other  commanding  officer,  and  each  and  every 
of  the  owners  of  such  private  armed  vessels,  shall 
be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
dollars  each. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passing 
thereof,  until  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ana  fif- 
teen, unless  a  cessation  of  hostilities  between  the 
United  States  aiid  Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland  and 
their  dependencies,  shall  take  place  before  that 
day;  in  which  event,  or  in  any  other  event  that 
shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  render  the 
termination  of  the  embargo  hereby  imposed  com- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  the  President  of 


the  Ui^ited  States  is  hereby  aalborized  to ^ 
by  proclamation,  that  this  act  is  to  ceuenikm 
no  effect. 

H.  CLAY, 
Speaker  of  ike  House  ofR^ntaUm 

J.  R  VARNUM, 
President  pro  tempore  of  Ike  8mk 
Approved,  December  17, 1813. 

JAMES  MADM 


An  Act  making  certain  ptitisl»fi|«oiBiitiflDi&tAr 
year  oim  thouaand  eight  hundndiiidSKiit^ 

Be  it  enacted,  fe^  That  a  sum  of  oKuifia 
five  hundred  thottsasd  dollan  be  aa4  iketuKii 
hereby  appropriated  towards  defrajrioi  tke » 
penses  of  the  MiliUry  £stabliik«eBtottheD» 
ted  States  daring  the  year  ooailioQiud  ei^ 
huodred  and  fonrteea. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jmiker  m/id,  "Mk 
following  sums  be  appropriated  for  ibefUfMi 
herein  recited,  that  is  to  say :  TowdsMifil 
the  compeoaation  gisBted  by  lawto  tbeaeata 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  EUpresesHtiniitha 
officeffB  «Ad  auendaots,  dariag  the  f ear  oiet^ 
sand  eight  baodred  andfoort<eD,i&eaa(tfHr 
thousand  doUars.  ^ 

Towards  defraying  the  coatiBfnf  aptnvi 
the  House  of  Represeaiaiivfs,  dniof  the  )■ 
one  tiioQsaDd  eight  hsadred  ind  mxf^^ 
thousand  dollars. 

Towards  defraying  thecoBtiasMtapevM 
the  Senate,  during  the  yearooetbowMBV^ 
hundred  and  foarieen,  three  thoou^^ 

Towards  defraying  the  efpei»«*ewy 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  yat  BftevbwjM 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  tbe  lUiQinc*^ 
lion  of  dollars.  mt-A* 

Sec.  3,  And  be  it  fiaikfar  «m^  J''^? 
several  appropriations  hereinbefoie ■!«:»?" 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  aaf  i|u»^i  ^  ' 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropnilN. 

Approved,  Janvary  11, 1814.    • 

An  Act  to  amend  tbe  seventh  Mi^f^'^jf^ 
tied  «  An  act  to  lay  andeolbctadWW'^ 

the  United  Spates."  . 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  in  ewf  •^'^ 
the  Legislature  of  a  State  shall  not  w^^^Jg 
to  the  first  day  of  January,  ^Vrtllil 
hundred  and  fottrte«,  no  notice  of  tbe  «»JJg 
of  the  quota  of  such  Stale  of  tbedwei^w  ^ 

be  deemed  necessary ;  and  soeh  8"**  "JJh 
allowed  until  the  twentieth  of  Fe^roirTjJJ 
making  payment,  and  shall  receiw  IB    ^ 
same  deduction  as  if  sach  piyffl««  ■" 
made  on  the  tenth  day  of  February. 
Approved,  January  17, 1814. 

An  Act  authoriiing  the  PreiidfiBt  oi^^^^i 

to  grant  certain  permissioni  to  tb«  u«»^ 

the  island  of  Nantucket  ^ 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  doting  lie  Jf^ 

ance  of  the  act  laying  an  ^^^^^^AS 

and  vessels  in  the  portsand  harborsoi u   ,^ 

States,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Preside''" 
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Umted  States,  ajid  be  is  ii^tebf  «uthori%ed  and 
empowered,  when  in  his  opinion  (be  publie  in- 
terest fthall  not  forbid  it,  to  grant  permission,  on 
plication  made  therefor,  to  any  inhabitant  or  in- 
habitants of  the  island  of  Nantacket,  to  employ 
mny  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  for  the  parpoae  of  con- 
veying from  the  main  land  to  said  island,  fuel, 
provisions,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  subsist- 
ence of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  of  carrying 
from  Nantucket  to  the  main  land,  in  the  ship, 
Tessel,  or  boat,  oil,  spermaceti  candles,  and  fish, 
under  such  regulations  and  restrictions,  and  with 
spch  security  as  are  required  by  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  ^  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships 
and  vessels  in  the  portst  and  harbars  of  the  Uni- 
tied  States." 
Approved,  January  25, 1814. 


An  Act  making  further  proTision  for  filling  the  rsnks 
of  the  regnlsx  Army,  encouraging  enlistmento,  snd 
suthorixing  the  re^nlistments,  for  longer  periods,  of 
men  wheeo  terms  of  ferviee  are  about  to  expire. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc^  That,  in  order  to  complete 
\l^  maent  MUxwy  £st«[blishnBent  to  the  full 
Dumber  authorized  fay  lav  ijrith  the  greatest  pos- 
itble  despatch,  there  shall  be  paid  to  each  effective 
ible  bodied  man  who  shall,  after  the  first  day  of 
February  next,  be  enlisted  into  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  five  years, 
pr  during  the  war,  at  his  election,  in  lieu  of  the 
^unty  in  money  and  of  the  three  months'  pay  at 
ihe  expiration  of  the  service  now  allowed  by  law, 
Lhe  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars; 
&fty  dollars  of  ^ivhich  to  be  paid  at  the  time  the 
recruit  is  enlisted,  fifty  dollars  when  he  shall  be 
mustered  and  have  joined  some  military  corps  for 
lervice,  and  twenty-four  dollars  when  he  shall 
be  discharged  from  service;  and  the  wife  and 
children,  and,  if  he  leave  no  wife  or  children,  the 
Mrents  of  such  non-commissioned  officer  and 
M)idier  enlisted  as  hereinbefore  stated,  who  may 
>e  killed  in  action,  or  die  in  the  service  of  the 
iJnited  States,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  sum 
^f  twenty-four  dollars;  and,  after  the  said  first 
lay  of  February  next,  so  much  of  the  fourth  sec- 
ipn  of  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  more  per- 
fCt  organization  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
itates,^passed  the  twentieth  day  of  January,  one 
kpusana  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  as  allows 
9  each  able  oodied  man  edlisted  into  the  service 
»f  the  United  States,  in  the  manner  therein 
ilflted,  an  advance  of  twenty-four  dollars  on  ac- 
tbunt  of  his  pay,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
epealed. 

Sec,  2.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  the 
lum  of  eight  dollars  shall  be  paid  to  any  non- 
iommissioned  officer,  soldier,  or  citizen,  who 
;haU,  after  the  first  day  of  Februarjr  next,  furnish 
ind  procure  to  be  enlisted,  according  to  law,  an 
ible  bodied  man  to  serve  for  the  term  of  five 
fears,  or  during  the  war. 

Sec.  3.  Aiid  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  every 
lon-comroissioned  officer,  musician,  and  private, 
who  has  been  recruited  in  the  regular  Army  of 
he  United  Sutes,  under  the  authority  of  the  act 


of  the  eighth  of  April,  oae  thousand  eight  kuur 
dred  and  twelve,  entitled  *^  An  act  in  addition  to 
the  act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force,'  passed  Janqary  eleventh,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twdve,^'  may  be  re- 
enlisted  for  the  term  of  five  years,  or  during  the 
war;  and  that  every  non-commissioned  officer, 
musician,  and  private,  recruited  under  authority 
of  the  act  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  entitled 
''An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
to  raise  an  additional  military  force,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  nay  be  reneolisted  for  five  years,  or 
during  the  war. 

Sso.  4.  And  he  UJuriher  enacted^  That  the 
non'«om  missioned  oneera,  musieians,  and  pri- 
vates, rchenliated  under  the  authority  of  the  pse- 
oeding  section,  shall  he  entitled  to  the  bounty  al- 
lowed by  this  act  to  recruits  for  five  years  or  for 
the  wax. 

Approved.  January  27, 1814. 


An  Act  for  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Judg^ 
for  the  Missouri  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes* 

Be  it  enacted,  ^^  That  there  aluil  be  appointed 
an  additional  Judge  for  the  Missouri  Territory, 
who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  unless  sooner  removed,  shall  reside  al  or 
near  the  village  of  Arkaasas,  and  who  ahall  pos- 
sess and  exercise  within  the  limits  of  the  late 
district  of  Arkansas,  as  fixed  and  established 
while  the  same  was  a  part  of  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana,  or  as  the  limits  shall  be  established  bj 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Missouri  Territorj*, 
the  jurisdiction  now  possessed  add  exercised  in 
said  dirtrict,  by  the  court  of  common  pleas,  as 
well  as  that  possessed  and  exercised  by  the  supe- 
rior court  within  the  said  district  and  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  original  jurisdiction  of  the  said 
court  of  common  pleas  and  superior  court  withia 
the  same :  Provided,  always.  That  the  said  su- 
perior court,  or  any  Judge  thereof,  in  pursuance 
of  the  laws  now  in  n>rce  in  said  Territory,  or  of 
any  laws  hereafter  to  be  inade  for  the  purpose^ 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  issue  writs 
of  error  to  the  court  established  by  this  act;  and 
said  superior  court  shall  have  cognizance  thereoll 
and  also  of  all  appeals  for  error  in  law  in  aa 
causes  in  which  appeals  are  by  Law  allowed  from 
the  courts  of  common  pleas  to  said  superior 
court. 

Sko.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  ThM  the 
said  superior  court  is  hereby  authorised,  upon  the 
reversal  of  a  judgment  of  toe  court  established  by 
this  act,  to  render  such  judgment  as  the  said  court 
ouf;bt  to  have  rendered,  except  where  the  reversal 
is  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  original  suit^  and 
the  debt  or  damages  to  be  assessed  are  uncertain,  in 
which  case  the  cause  shall  be  remanded  for  a  final 
determination. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fwrther  enacted,  That  no 
writ  of  error  shall  operate  as  a  supersedeas,  unless 
the  plaintiff  in  error  shall  give  security,  to  be  ap- 
proved of  by  a  judge  of  the  superior  court,  to  pro- 
secute his  writ  to  effect  and  pay  the  condemna^ 
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tioQ  moDcy  and  all  eo0ts,  or  otherwise  abide  the 
judgmeot  which  may  be  rendered  oo  such  writ 
of  error. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
jadge  to  be  appointed  by  virloe  of  this  act  shall 
appoint  a  clerk  of  said  court,  who  shall  be  com- 
missioned bjr  the  Qoyernor,  and  hold  his  office 
during  the  temporary  goyernment  of  said  Ter- 
ritory, unless  sooner  remoyed  by  said  judge. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
nid  court  established  by  this  act  shall  hold  two 
terms  in  each  and  every  year  in  the  said  Tillage 
t»f  Arkansas,  to  commence  on  the  first  Mondays 
in  April  and  September  annually,  and  shall  con- 
tin  oe  in  session  until  all  the  business  before  it 
shall  be  disposed  of:  Pramded  oliKiys,  That  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  said  Territorv  shall  have 
power  to  alter  the  times  and  place  of  nolding  the 
laid  court. 

Seo.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
jad^e,  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall 
receive  the  same  salary,  and  payable  in  the  same 
manner,  which  is  established  by  law  for  the  judges 
of  said  superior  court  in  the  said  Territory  of 
Missouri. 

Approved,  January  27, 1814. 

An  Act  anthorising  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cense  eertsin  rtginients  therein  mentioned  to  be 
enlisted  for  fire  years,  or  during  the  wer. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  cause  to  be  enlisted,  for  the  term  of 
five  years,  or  during  the  war,  the  fourteen  regi- 
ments of  infantry  which  are  now  by  law  author- 
ized to  be  enlisted  for  the  term  of  one  year,  or 
tnch  number  of  them,  or  of  the  troops  composing 
the  same,  as  in  his  opinion  will  best  promote  the 
public  service. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  each 
man  enlisted  under  the  authority  of  this  act  shall 
be  allowed  the  same  bounty  in  mone^r  and  land  as 
is  now  by  law  allowed  to  men  enlisted  for  five 
years  or  during  the  war,  and  that  the  oflicers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates, 
shall  receive  the  same  pay,  clothing,  subsistence, 
and  foraffe,  be  entitled  tothe»ame  benefits,  be  sub- 
ject to  toe  same  rules  and  regulations,  and  be 
placed  in  every  respect  on  the  same  footing  as 
the  other  regular  troops  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  January  28, 1814. 

An  Act  to  raise  three  regiments  of  Riflemen. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  there  be  immediately 
raised  such  number  of  regiments  of  riflemen,  not 
eiceedinff  three,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Presi- 
dent will  best  promote  the  military  service,' to 
serve  for  five  years,  or  during  the  war,  unless 
sooner  discharged. 

Sec.  2.  Ana  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  each 
regiment  shall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  two  majors,  one  adjutant,  one  pay- 
master, one  quartermaster,  one  surgeon,  one  sur- 
geon's  mate,  one  sergeant  major,  one  quarter- 
master's sergeant,  two  principal  musicians,  and  ten 
companies. 


Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  eieacted^  Tint  neb 
company  shall  consist  of  one  captain,  om  lot 
lieutenant,  one  second  lieotennnc  one  third  fi» 
tenant,  an^  one  ensign,  five  sergeants,  foarcop»- 
rals,  two  musicians,  and  ninety  privates. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  wk 
man  recruited  under  the  aothority  of  this  set  be 
allowed  the  same  bounty  in  land  and  moaey  vii 
allowed  by  law  to  men  enlisted  for  Bfe  fem,m 
during  the  war,  aad  that  the  officers,  oob-cob- 
missioned  officers,  musicians,  and  prirates^  shil 
receive  the  same  pay,  cloth id^,  sobsisteaee,  aid 
forage,  be  entitled  to  the  same  provisioas  fer 
wounds  or  disabilities,  the  same  benefiti  aad  il- 
lowances,  and  be  pla<»ed  in  every  respect  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  other  regralar  troops  of  tW 
United  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  eaek 
companj  of  the  regiment  of  riflemen  aotbomed 
to  be  raised  by  the  act  of  April  twelfth,  one  tlun- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  shall  cooait  of 
ninety  privates. 

Approved  February  10, 1814. 

An  Act  for  giving  further  time  to  pmndiasas  of  pdic 
lands  to  complete  their  payments.    . 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  every  person  iAa, 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thonsaodeig^ 
hundred  and  ten.  had  purcnased  any  tractor  craen 
of  land  of  the  United  States  not  eiceediag  ia  ik 
whole  six  hundred  and  forty  acre;,  naies  ^ 
tract  purchased  be  a  fractional  sectioa  oritciioBs 
or  fractional  sections  classed  witb  aa  eofire  sec- 
tion, at  anv  of  the  land  oflices,  sod  whose  hads 
have  not  already  been  actually  sora  or  Tefcrted  to 
the  United  States  for  non-payment  of  part  of  tk 
purchase  money,  shall  be  allowed  t he  further  tioe 
of  three  years,  from  and  after  the  expiratioa  of 
the  present  period  already  given  by  law,  for  eoa- 
pleting  the  payment  of  the  said  purchase  moaef ; 
which  further  term  of  three  years  shall  beallowM 
only  on  the  following  condition :  First,  tbtc  tfl 
arrears  of  interest  on  the  purchase  mooej  shall 
have  been  paid  on  or  before  the  time  shall  kail 
expired  for  completing  the  payment  of  the  par* 
chase  money:  Proviaed,  That  in  all  cases ii 
which  the  time  for  completing  the  payment  of  At 
purchase  money  may  have  expired  or  shall  exp* 
before  the  first  day  of  June  next,  the  interest  of 
be  paid  on  or  before  that  day.  Second,  that  m 
residue  of  the  sum  due  on  account  of  the  priaci' 
pal  of  $uch  purchase  shall  be  paid  with  inicfet 
thereon,  in  three  equal  annual  payments,  as  ft^ 
lows :  viz :  one  third  of  the  said  residoe,  will  At 
interest  which  may  be  due  thereon,  within  «t 
vear;  another  third  of  the  said  restduej  witkli* 
interest  which  may  be  doe  thereon,  withia  tfs 
years ;  and  the  remaining  third  of  the  said  reaii% 
with  the  interest  dpe  thereon,  within  three  je«| 
after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  comtdetiagili 
payment  on  account  of  such  purchase  accorfil 
to  former  laws.  And  in  case  of  fail  are  in  pa  '  ^ 
either  the  arrears  of  interest  or  any  of  three 
stalmeats  of  principal  with  the  aceraiog  ia 
at  the  time  and  times  above  mentioDed,  the  t^ 
of  land  shall  be  forthwith  advertised  and  cSd 
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ted  States,  %»d  be  is  b^ebf  «nthon%e4  and 
towered,  whien  in  hU  opinioQ  the  publie  In- 
st shall  not  forbid  it,  to  grant  permission,  on 
ation  made  therefor,  to  any  inhabitant  or  in- 
itants  of  the  island  of  Nantucket,  to  employ 
ship,  Tessel,  or  boat,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ing from  the  main  land  to  said  island,  fuel, 
risions,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  subsist- 
3  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  of  carrying 
a  Nantucket  to  the  main  land,  in  the  vhip, 
;el,  or  boat,  oil,  spermaceti  candles,  and  fish, 
er  such  regulations  and  restrictions,  and  with 
I  security  as  are  required  by  the  fourth  seo- 
of  the  act  ^  laying  ap  embargo  on  lUl  ships 
¥essels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
States." 
pproved,  January  25, 1814. 


^ct  making  further  proTision  for  filling  the  rsnks 
'  Ihe  regnlsx  Army,  encouraging  enlistments,  snd 
ithorizing  the  re-eniistments,  for  longer  periods,  of 
en  whese  terms  of  senrice  are  shout  to  expire. 

'€  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  in  order  to  complete 
present  Miiiti^ry  Qstahltshoienx  to  the  full 
iW  authorized  by  lav  ijrith  the  greatest  pos- 
i  despatch,  there  shall  be  peid  to  each  effectire 
bodied  man  who  shall,  after  the  first  day  of 
ruary  next,  be  enlisted  into  the  Army  of  the 
ted  States,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  five  years, 
uring  the  war,  at  his  election,  in  lieu  of  the 
Dty  in  money  and  of  the  three  months'  pay  at 
expiration  of  the  service  now  allowed  by  law, 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars; 
dollars  of  ^vhich  to  be  paid  at  the  time  the 
uit  is  enlisted,  fifty  dollars  when  he  shall  be 
tered  and  have  joined  some  military  corps  for 
ice,  and  twenty-four  dollars  when  he  shall 
lischarged  from  service;  and  the  wife  and 
Iren,  and,  if  he  leave  no  wife  or  children,  the 
nts  of  such  non-commissioned  officer  and 
ier  enlisted  as  hereinbefore  stated,  who  may 
cilled  in  action,  or  die  in  the  service  of  the 
led  States,  shall  be  aljbwed  and  paid  the  sum 
wepty-four  dollars ;  and,  after  the  said  first 
of  February  next,  so  much  of  the  fourth  sec* 
of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  more  per- 
organization  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
tes,^ passed  the  twentieth  day  of  January,  one 
isana  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  as  allows 
itch  able  Dodied  man  eciUsted  into  the  service 
he  United  States,  in  the  manner  therein 
ed,  an  advance  of  twenty-four  dollars  on  ac- 
pt  of  his  pay,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
aled. 

£c.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
I  of  eight  dollars  shall  be  paid  to  any  non- 
imissioned  officer,  soldier,  or  citizen,  who 
I,  after  the  first  day  of  February  next,  furnish 
procure  to  be  enlisted,  according  to  law,  an 
!  bodied  man  to  serve  for  the  term  of  five 
rs,  or  during  the  war. 

EC.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
-commissioned  officer,  musician,  and  private, 
)  has  been  recruited  in  the  regular  Army  of 
United  Sutes,  under  the  authority  of  the  act 


of  the  esgbih  of  April,  oae  thousand  eight  ko»> 
dred  and  twelve,  entitled  "  An  act  in  addiUoa  to 
the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force,'  passed  Jaaiiary  eleventh,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twelve,''  may  be  re- 
enlisted  for  the  term  of  five  years,  or  during  tbe 
war;  and  that  every  non-«ommissioned  officer, 
musieiao,  and  private,  recruited  under  authority 
of  the  act  of  the  twenty*niath  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  Ihtrteen,  entitled 
''An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  acC 
to  raise  an  additional  military  foree.and  for  other 
purposes,"  nay  be  re-eolisted  for  five  years,  or 
during  the  war. 

Sxo.  4.  And  be  ithariher  enacted^  That  the 
non-commissioned  oneera,  mnsieians,  and  pri- 
vate^ re-enlisted  under  the  authority  of  the  pse- 
oeding  section,  shall  he  entitled  to  the  bounty  al- 
lowed by  this  act  to  recruits  for  five  years  or  for 
the  war. 

Approved,  January  27, 1&14. 


An  Act  for  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Judg^ 
for  the  Missouri  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes* 

Be  it  enacted^  ^^  That  there  ahail  be  fippoiated 
an  additional  Judge  for  the  Missouri  Territory, 
who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  terai  of  four 
years,  unless  sooner  removed,  shall  resident  or 
near  the  village  of  Arkaasas,  and  who  ahall  pos- 
sess and  exercise  within  the  limits  of  the  late 
district  of  Arkansas,  as  &ied  and  established 
while  the  same  was  a  part  of  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana,  or  as  the  limits  shall  be  established  bj 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Missouri  Territory, 
the  jurisdiction  now  possessed  and  exercised  la 
said  dif  trict,  by  the  court  of  common  pleas,  as 
well  as  thai  possessed  and  exercised  by  the  supe- 
rior court  within  the  said  district,  and  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  original  jurisdiction  of  the  said 
court  of  commoQ  pleas  and  superior  court  within 
the  same :  Provided,  ahoaye^  That  the  said  su- 
perior court,  or  any  Judge  thereof  in  pursuance 
of  the  laws  now  in  torce  in  said  Territory,  or  of 
any  laws  hereafter  to  be  made  for  the  purpose^ 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  issue  writs 
of  error  to  the  court  established  by  this  act;  and 
said  superior  court  shall  have  cognizance  thereol^ 
and  also  of  all  appeals  for  error  in  law  in  aa 
causes  in  which  appeals  are  by  law  allowed  from 
the  courts  of  comioon  pleas  to  said  superior 
court. 

Sec.  2.  Aikd  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  superior  court  is  hereby  authorized,  upon  the 
reversal  of  a  judgment  of  the  court  established  by 
this  act,  to  render  such  judgment  as  the  said  court 
ought  to  have  rendered,  except  where  the  reversal 
is  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  original  suitj  and 
the  debt  or  damages  to  be  assessed  are  uncertain,  in 
which  case  the  cause  shall  be  remanded  for  a  final 
determination. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no 
writ  of  error  shall  operate  as  a  supersedeas,  unless 
the  plaintiff  in  error  shall  give  security,  to  be  ap- 
proved of  by  a  judge  of  the  superior  court,  to  pro- 
secute his  writ  to  effect  and  pay  the  condemna.. 
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of  saoh  pablie  property  ti  aaj  port  or  plafee 
whbin  the  United  States  or  the  Territories  there- 
of^ shall  cease  to  be  employed  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  pablie  property  as  aforesaid,  such  vessel 
may  be  permitted  to  return  to  the  port  or  place 
of  ladinf,  or  proceed  in  ballast  only  to  the  dis- 
trict to  which  such  ressel  may  belbnff,  anything 
in  the  '^Act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and 
vessels  in  the  ports  and  haroors  of  the  United 
States,^'  passed  daring  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Approved,  March  4, 1814. 


An  Act  to  ftuthorize  the  issuing  of  Treasury  Notes  for 
the  service  of  the  y—x  one  thousand  eight  han<hred 
and  fourteen. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
cause  Treasury  notes,  for  m  sum  not  exceeding 
five  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  prepared,  signed,  and 
issued,  in  the  manner  nereittafter  provioed. 

Sbc.  2.  And  bfi  itjkrther  enacted,  Th&t  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized  to  cause  Treasury  notes  for  a  fur- 
ther and  additional  sum.  not  exceeding  in  the 
whole  five  millions  of  doUars,  or  such  part  there- 
of as  he  shall  deem  ezpedientj  to  be  prepared, 
signed,  and  issued,  in  the  ntanner  hereinafter  pro- 
vided: but  the  amount  of  money  borrowed  or 
obtained  for  the  notes  which  may  be  issued  by 
virtue  of  this  section,  shall  be  deemed  and  held 
to  be  in  part  of  the  sum  which  liiay  be  author- 
ized to  be  borrowed  by  virtue  of  any  act  author- 
ising a  loan  which  may  be  passed  during  the 
pvesent  session  of  Congress. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  fitrther  entteted,  That  the 
said  Treasury  notes  shall  be  reimbursed  by  the 
United  States  at  such  places,  respectively,  as  may 
be  expressed  on  the  face  of  such  notes,  one  year 
respectively  after  the  day  on  which  the  same 
shall  have  been  issued ;  from  which  dav  of  issue 
they  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  or  five  and 
two-fifths  per  centum  a  year,  payable  to  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  notes,  at  the  Treasury, 
or  by  the  proper  commiissioner  of  loans,  or  by 
the  officer  designated  for  that  purpose,  at  the 

Sees  and  times  respectively  designated  on  the 
e  of  said  notes  for  the  payment  of  principal. 
Seo.  4.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 
said  Treasury  notes  shall  be  respectively  signed 
in  behalf  of  the  United  States  by  persons  to  be 
iwpointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  two  of  which  persons  shall 
sign  each  note,  and  shall  each  receive  as  a  com- 
pensation for  that  service,  at  the  rate  of  one  dol- 
lar and  twenty-five  cents  for  every  hundred  notes 
thus  sifl:ned  by  them  respectively:  tM  the  said 
notes  shall  likewise  be  countersigned  by  the  com- 
missioner of  loans  for  that  State  where  the  notes 
may  respectively  be  made  payable,  or  by  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  if  made  payable  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  or  by  a  person  to  be  ap- 
nointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Scales,  if  made  payable  in  a  State  for 
which  there  is  no  commissioner  of  loans;  which 


person  or  persons  thus  appointed  sliall  ahi  n- 
ceiveasa  compensation  for  that  serriee  ttte 
rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  efOf 
hundred  notes  thus  signed  by  itim  or  Ibm  re- 
spectively. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  Ufiaihtr  enacted,  Thai  tb 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  ud  be  is  binbf 
authorized,  with  the  af^robation  of  the  Presided 
of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  be  issued  laek 
portion  of  the  said  Treasiiry  notes  9s  the  Pre» 
dent  may  think  expedient,  in  p«ytneot  of  supflia 
or  debts  due  by  the  United  States,  to  such  pobfie 
creditors  or  other  persons  as  may  choose  to  re- 
ceive such  note^  in  payment  as  aforesaid,  at  par; 
and  the  Secretary  m  the  Trefltsnrj  ts  further  !■• 
thortzed,  with  the  approbation  or  tbe  Prefidm 
of  the  United  States,  to  borrotr,  from  time  l» 
time,  not  under  par,  such  sums  as  tbe  Presideai 
may  think  expedient,  on  the  credit  (^ such  acta; 
or  to  sell,  not  under  par,  such  portion  of  the  wd 
notes  as  the  President  tamj  think  expedient:  aal 
it  shall  be  a  good  execution  of  this  provisiei,M 
pay  such  notes  to  such  bank  or  banks  as  will  re* 
ceive  the  same  at  ^r.  and  give  credit  to  ik 
'treasurer  of  the  Unitea  States  for  the  amooat 
thereof,  on  the  day  on  which  the  said  notes  sbfl 
thus  be  issued  ahd  paid  to  Mck  Innk  or  li^ 
respectively. . 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  furiker  enacted  That  tie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  herei^ 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  \kt  Presh 
dent  of  the  United  States^  to  employ  aa  ^geat  or 
agents  for  the  purpose  of  selling  aof  portion  of 
the  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  virtue  ot  thia 
act.  A  commission  not  exceeding  one  quarts 
of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  thus  sold  may.  Ir 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  allowed  to  sam 
agent  or  agents,  and  a  sum  not  exceeding  twttre 
thousand  five  huodred  dollars,  to  be  paid  ootef 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  afr> 
propriated,  is  hereby  appropriated  for  paying  san 
commission  or  commissions  as  may  be  thos  al- 
lowed. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  the 
said  Treasury  notes  shall  be  transferrable  bf  de- 
livery and  assignment,  endorsed  thereon  by  the 
person  to  whose  order  the  same  shall,  on  the  face 
thereof,  have  been  made  payable. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  Treasury  notes,  wherever  made  payall^ 
shall  be  everywhere  received  in  payment  of  si 
duties  and  taxes  laid  by  the  authority  of  tbe  Uai- 
ted  States,  and  of  all  'publrc  lands  sold  by  the 
said  authority.    Oa  every  such  payment 


shall  lie  given  for  the  amount  of  both  tbe  piiiki- 


pal  and  the  interest  which,  on  the  day 
payment,  may  appear  doe  on  die  note  or 
thus  given  in  payment;  and  tbe  said  taceral 
shall,  on  such  payments,  be  computed  at  tbe  lan 
of  one  cent  and  one-half  of  a  cent  per  dsTv  * 
every  hundred  doikrs  of  principal,  and  cM 
month  shall  be  computed  as  containing  ^aHf 
days. 

Seo.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  vt 
person  nraking  payment  to  the  United  Saxmn 
tbe  said  Treasury  noiet,  into  the  bands  stf'ay 
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ale  in  the  manner  and  on  the  terms  directed 
iw,  in  case  of  lands  not  paid  for  within  the 
ted  term,  and  shall  revert  in  like  manner,  if 
ium  due  with  interest  be  not  at  such  sale  bid- 
and  paid :  Provided,  That  the  benefit  of  this 
hall  not  extend  to  any  person  or  persons  on 
ant  of  any  purchase  of  any  tract  or  tracts  of 
made  at  any  of  the  land  offices,  northwest  of 
irer  Ohio,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  April,  one 
sand  eiffht  hundred  and  nine. 
jiproTed,  February  19, 1814. 


Lct  to  continue  in  force  an  act  to  raise  ten  addi- 
tional companies  of  Rangers. 

!  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  act,  entitled  "An 
0  raise  ten  additional  coinnanies  of  rangers," 
id  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  February,  one  thou- 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  be  and  the  same 
reby  continued  in  force  for  one  year  from  and 
the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  act. 
>proyed,  February  24, 1814. 


LCt  to  authorize  the  President  to  receive  into  ser- 
vice certain  Yolnnteer  Corps. 

!  ii  enacted^  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
ed  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
ye  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  such 
>rtioQ  of  the  volunteers  authorized  by  the 
f  sixth  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
twelve,  and  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  of 
ixth  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
re,  and  accepted  under  the  authority  of  said 
as  in  his  ^udjgment  the  public  service  may 
re:  Promdea^  Th^l  the  volunteers  so  re- 
d  shall  engage  to  serve  for  five  years  or 
g  the  war,  unless  sooner  discharged, 
c.  2.  And  6e  U further  enacted,  That  volun- 
which  shal  1  be  taken  into  service  under  the 
»rity  of  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  entitled 
e  same  b<»unty,  pay,  rations,  clothing,  for- 
md  emoluments  of  every  kind,  and  to  the 
benefits  and  allowances  as  the  regular  troops 
\  United  Scates. 

0.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Its  of  corps  of  volunteers  which  shall  be  taken 
iervice  shall  rank  according  to  grade,  and  the 
I  of  their  commissions  or  appointments,  with 
•  officers  of  the  Army, 
^proved,  February  24, 1814. 

.ct  to  provide  for  the  return  to  their  own  districts 
reeselB  detained  by  the  embargo  in  districts  other 
a  those  where  they  are  respectively  owned  or 

ong. 

it  enactedy  ^c.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
President  of  the  United  States  to  authorize 
ollectors  of  the  customs  to  grant  permission 
ips  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  which, 
I  time  when  the  masters  thereof  received 
e  of  the  act  passed  on  the  seventeenth  dav 
ecember  last,  ^Maying  an  embargo  on  all 

and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
(d  States,"  were  in  a  district  other  than  that 
e  the  said  ships  or  vessels  were  owned  or 


belonged,  to  return  to  the  district  where  the  owner 
or  owners  of  such  ships  or  vessels  reside,  in  bal- 
last, or  with  the  cargoes,  other  than  provisions, 
naval  and  military  stores,  which  were  on  board 
the  sanle  when  the  masters  received  notice  of  the 
act  as  aforesaid:  Provided,  That  no  such  per- 
mission shall  be  granted  until  the  owner  or  mas- 
ter of  such  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  one  or 
more  sufficient  sureties,  shall  have  given  bond  in 
four  times  the  value  of  such  vessel,  and  of  the 
cargo,  if  any  there  be  on  board,  conditioned  that 
the  said  ship  or  vessel  shall  not  proceed  to  any 
other  port  or  place  than  that  mentioned  in  her 
clearance,  nor  put  any  article  on  board  of  any 
other  vessel  or  boat  during  the  voyage.  And  if 
such  ship  or  vessel  shall  proceed  to  any  foreign 
port  or  place,  or  put  any  article  on  board  of  any 
other  vessel  or  ooat  during  the  voyage,  or  be 
guilty  of  any  other  act  eontrarr  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  before  mentioned,  "  laying  an  embargo 
on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors 
of  the  United  States,"  or  contrary  to  the  provis* 
ions  of  this  act,  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  her  tackle 
and  apparel,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  master 
shall  moreover  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  shall  be  impris- 
oned for  a  term  not  less  than  six  months  nor 
exceeding  one  year. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
master  of  everv  ressel  receiving  a  permission  un- 
der this  act  shall,  before  the  departure  of  the 
same  from  port,  make  out,  under  oath,  and  de- 
liver to  the  collector  of  the  district,  a  list  of  the 
seamen  on  board  the  same,  the  whole  of  which 
shall  be  landed  at  the  port  or  place  to  which  the ' 
vessel  is  permitted  to  proeeea,  under  penalty  of 
five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  of  the  mas- 
ter of  such  vessel  before  any  court  of  the  United 
States  having  competent  jurisdiction,  for  every 
seaman  which  shall  not  be  thus  landed,  except 
death  or  other  unavoidable  casualty  shall  prevent 
the  same.  And  no  vessel  receiving  such  permis- 
sion shall  take  on  board  a  number  of  seamen 
more  than  sufficient  to  navigate  the  same,  of  the 
sufficiency  of  which  number  the  collector  shall 
be  the  judge,  and  shall  be  authorized  to  refuse  a 
clearance  and  permission  to  depart,  if  the  num- 
ber of  seamen  on  board  shall  exceed  tha>  which 
may  in  his  opinion  be  necessary.  No  passengers 
shall  be  transported  in  such  vessel,  other  than  the 
owner,  supercargo,  or  agent  for  the  same,  or  for 
the  cargo,  if  any  there  be  on  board. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  no 
ship  or  vessel  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  act,  unless  the  permission  hereby  authorized 
to  be  granted  shall  be  applied  for  within  three 
months  after  the  passage  thereof. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  jtarther  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  instruct  the 
collectors  of  the  customs,  under  such  restrictions 
and  limitations  as  he  may  deem  proper,  to  clear 
out  for  any  district  within  the  United  States,  or 
the  Territories  thereof,  any  vessels  wholly  em- 
ployed in  the  transportation  of  military  or  naval 
stores,  provisions,  or  other  articles  on  public  ac- 
count ;  and  if  any  such  vessel,  after  the  delivery 
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ship  or  vessel  bearing  a  commission  of  letter  of  I  paid  oat  of  any  moneys  in  the  TreasarjDoiMb- 
marque,  shall  die,  or  shall  have  died  since  the    wise  appropriated. 


eighteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  by  reason 
of  a  wound  received  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  leav- 
ing a  widow,  or  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children 
sixteen  years  of  age,such  widow,  or  if  no  widow, 
such  child  or  children  shall  be  placed  on  the  pen- 
sion list  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who<  shall 
allow  to  such  widow,  child  or  children,  half  the 
monthly  pension  to  which  the  rank  of  the  deceased 
would  have  entitled  him  for  the  highest  rate  of 
disability,  under  ''An  act  regulating  pensions  to 

{persons  on  board  private  armed  ships  $"  which  al- 
owance  shall  continue  for  the  term  of  five  years  ; 
but  in  case  of  the  death  or  intermarriage  of  such 
widow,  before  the  expiration  of  the  terra  of  ^^9^ 
years,  the  half  pay  for  the  remainder  of  the  term 
shall  ^o  to  the  child  or  children  of  the  deceased  : 
Promdedj  That  the  half  pay  shall  cease  on  the 
death  of  such  child  or  children.  And  the  several 
pensions  hereby  directed  shall  be  naid  by  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  oufof  the  fund  pro- 
vided by  the  seventeenth  section  of  an  act,  entitled 
''An  act  concerning  letters  of  marque,  prizes  and 
prize  goods,"  and  from  no  other. 

Sec.  2,'  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
seaman  or  marine  lielonginf;  to  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States  shall  die,  or  if  any  officer,  seaman 
or  marine,  belonging  to  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  shall  have  died,  since  the  eighteenth  day 
of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  by  reason  of  a  wound 
received  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  leaving  a  widow, 
or  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children  under  sixteen 
years  of  a^e,  such  widow,  or  if  no  widow,  such 
child  or  children  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  half 
the  monthly  )>ay  to  which  the  deceased  was  enti- 
tled at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  allowance 
shall  continue  for  the  term  of  ^ve  years ;  but  in 
case  of  the  death  or  interomrriage  of  such  widow, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  five  years, 
the  half  pay  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  shall 
go  to  the  child  or  children  of  the  deceased  :  Pro- 
tided,  That  such  half  pay  shall  cease  on  the  death 
of  such  child  or  children.  And  the  money  re- 
quired for  this  purpose  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
navy  pension  fund,  under  the  direction  of  the 
commissioners  of  that  fund. 
Approved,  March  4, 1814. 


Approved.  March  9, 1814. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  a  fire  insortnee  ooopajste 
town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  DiftrictofColaobii 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  those  who  sbiU  ]t 
come  subscribers  to  the  com|NiDf, their soeeoM 
and  assigns,  shall  be,  aad  are  hereby  creittii 
body  politic,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  ''Fiit 
Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria ;"udsbil 
by  that  name  have  succession,  and  sbili  beikk 
to  sue  and  be  sued,  implead  and  be  ioiplei(ld,ii 
all  courts  of  law  in  the  United  Slates. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Tbitin^ 
scription  be  opened  ia  the  town  of  Alexuirii, 
under  the  direction  of  James  E  Niekoils,CK^ 
bert  Powell,  Jonah  Thompson,  TbomuVonUi 
and  James  H.  Hooe,  George  Taylor.  Jobs  Ik- 
Kenneyj  Philip  Triplett,  Craven  T.PeftoB,ii4 
Nathaniel  Wattles,  or  a  majority  of  theo.  k 
raising  a  capital  stock  of  two  hundred  tiid  if(f 
thousand  dollars  in  shares  of  twenty-iiedoiliii 
each ;  and  that  each  pecsoo  opon  sobseribiogfif 
to  the  persons  abovementioned,  fire  dollars  i^ 
each  snare  so  subscribed  for;  and  tbtttkR- 
mainder  of  the  twenty-five  dollars  shsii  be  seam 

by  negotiable  notes,  signed  and  «0'^^"^.'{J{' 
satisfaction  of  the  aforesaid  James  ENjuoWi 
Cuihbert  Powell,  Jonah  Thompsoi,  Tb«« 
Vowell,  and  James  H.  Hooe,  Geofje  pf^. 
John  McKinney,  Philip  Tripleil,0»«»T. Fey- 
ton  and  Nathaniel  Wattles,  or  a  wioniywibm, 
and  payment  thereof  may  be  thewllertottW 
at  buch  times,  and  in  such  pwportioM,  mJJ 
iresident  and  directors  hereafter  menuoned  aW 
.  udge  advisable,  giving  six  weeks  »«J»* U? 
east  three  of  the  gazettes  printed  in  ibei^aow 
of  Columbia.  „.   ^^ 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,l}aiJ«! 
subscriber  shall  be  entitled  to  vote.byhiBistf,» 
agent,  or  proxy,  appointed  under  k»  "?*  ?* 
seal,  attested  by  two  witnesses,  at  ail  cieewj 
made  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  shall  hire  nW 
votes  as  he  holds  shares  as  far  as  ten  sbires; » 


An  Act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  employed^  one  or 
more  floating  batteries,  for  the  defence  of  the  waters 
of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  sum  of  Are  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  building,  eouip- 
piuff,  and  putting  into  service,  one  or  more  float- 
ing oatteries,  of  such  maeoitude  and  consfruction 
as  shall  appear  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  best  adapted  to  attack^  repel,  or  destroy  any 
of  the  ships  or  the  enemy  which  may  approach 


vote  for  every  five  shares  which  he  may  m^^ 
ten  shares,  as  far  as  fifty  other  sharesj  aJMi» 
vote  for  €very  thirty  shares  which  he  mty» 
over  sixty  shares.  And  every  stockbolW  P 
:-  j.u.  i^j  ^jj^  company)  may  at  P^^^f* '°S 
,  -.  by  power  of  attorney,  assign  and  iiw» 
his  stock  in  the  company,  on  the  books  «"• 


in  debt 
son,  or 


same,  or  any  part  thereof  not  J>«'"I5,*?^"*1 
whole  share ;  but  no  stockholder  '^^^^^^^ 
company  shall  be  permitted  to  "**JJ.*J5|( 
or  receive  a  dividend,  until  soch  <J^!^^^ 
secured  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  preaflw"- 

directors.  _,      ^ 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itfurther  enacted,  Thai, «"• 
as  five  thousand  shares  shall  be  »ttWJ[|*VJ 
persons  hereby  authorized  to  receive  *^r^{^ 
shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  sabscribers^S^^ri^^ 

.      ,  ^    .-»j  »Kf.v«vu    weeks  notice  in  three  of  the  papers  priniejw 

theshores  or  enter  the  waters  of  the  United  States;    the  district ;  and  the  subscribers  who  sbw^ 

riated  shall  be  I  ble  in  person,  or  by  proxy,  shall  choose  by«"" 


^ w.^«  v«  wu»«A   kuv  Tva^vio  W*  kite  UUllC 

and  that  the  sum  hereby  appropriated 
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m  among  the  stoekholdera,  by  a  majority  of 
es,  twelve  directors,  who  shall  coniioue  in  of- 
)  Qoiil  the  first  Moodav  in  November,  in  the 
\r  one  thousaod  eii;ht  auodred  and  fourteen, 
which  Mooday  in  November,  in  every  succeed- 
year  thereafter,  an  election  shall  be  held  for 
^lve  directors  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  continue 
)ffice  for  one  year  from  the  time  of  their  elec- 
I,  and  until  oUkers  be  chosen  in  their  stead, 
d  the  said  directors,  at  their  first  meeting,  shall 
K>se  amongst  themselves,  or  the  stockholders 
arge,  a  president,  and  allow  him  a  reasonable 
Eipensation  for  his  services  |  and  in  case  of 
th.  removal,  resignation,  or  other  disqualifica- 
I  of  the  president,  or  any  of  the  directors,  the 
laining  directors  may  elect  others  to  supply 
ir  place,  during  the  remainder  of  the  term  for 
tteh  they  were  chosen ;  and  in  every  case  where 
of  the  directors  shall  be  chosen  president,  the 
ancy  shall  be  supplied  as  in  the  case  of  death, 
loval,  or  resignation.  That  the  persons  hereby 
horized  to  receive  subscriptions,  or  any  three 
them,  be  a  committee  to  superintend  the  first 
tion  of  directors,  and  a  committee  of  five 
^kholders,  not  being  directors,  be  appointed  by 
directors,  to  superintend  erery  succeeding 
ition.         ' 

^o.  5.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  the 
ident  and  directors  shall  have  authority  to 
lin  and  make  such  by-laws,  ordinances,  and 
ilations,  as  shall  appear  necessary  for  regula- 
\  and  conducting  the  concerns  of  the  company, 
|being  cooirary  to  this  act,  or  the  laws  and 
IstitutioD  of  the  United  States.  And  the  funds 
16  companjr  as  they  shall  arise  may  be  vested 
le  stock  of"^  any  of  the  banks  in  the  United 
;e%  such  personal  property  or  ground  rent?,  as 
president  and  directors  shall  judge  most  ad- 
ageona:  Provided  cdwaiya  and  be  it  enacted, 
t  the  funds  and  property  of  this  eompanv,  of 
tever  descri  ption,  are  declared  to  be  liable  to 
shment  and  execution  for  debt,  in  like  man- 
is  personal  property. 

BO.  6.  And  be  it  fiariher  enacted,  That  the 
kbers  of  the  company  shall  not  be  liable  for 
loss,  damage,  or  responsibility,  other  than 
property  they  have  in  the  capital  and  funds 
le  company  to  the  amount  or  the  shares  re- 
stively held  by  them,  and  any  profits  arising 
efrom  not  divided :  Provided,  That  the  said 
foration  shall,  from  time  to  time,  apply  all 
8  of  money  received  by  them  for  premiums 
le  payment  of  losses  in  the  first  instance,  and 
take  op  the  amount  of  their  original  capital 
nerer  it  shall  have  suffered  any  diminutiob 
^ses,  and  that  dividends  shall  be  made  of  the 
profits  arising  on  the  capital  stock,  at  such 
>ds  as  the  president  and  directors  may  judge 
«r  not  oftener  than  once  in  six  months ;  and 
tame  shall  be  paid  to  the  stockholders  or  their 
I  representatives;  but  if  a  dividend  shall  be 
By  time  declared  of  a  greater  amount  than 
let  proceeds  of  the  said  company  at  the  time 
laking  the  same,  each  and  every  director  that 
ented  thereto  shall,  and  is  hereby  declared  to 
able  (oT^  in  his  individual  flapaeity,  and  bound 


to  contribute  to  make  good  the  deficiency  in  the 
capital  stock  occasioned  by  such  improper  divi- 
dend. 

8£c.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  directors  shall  have  the  disposal, 
direction,  and  management  of  f  hose  shares  which 
may  not  be  disposed  of  at  the  formation  of  the 
company,  and  power  also  to  provide  by  purchase 
or  otherwise  a  suitable  pdace  for  an  office;  t& 
make  all  rules  and  regulations  for  conducting  the 
business  of  insurance  and  the  concerns  of  the 
company,  not  provided  for  by  this  act;  to  appoint 
a  secretary  and  such  other  officers  as  they  may 
find  necessary,  and  to  make  such  compensation 
for  their  services  as  they  may  deem  proper.  That 
they  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make 
insurances  against  fire,  on  any  and  every  descrip- 
tion of  property :  all  policies  of  insurance  and 
other  contracts  made  by  said  company,  signed  by 
the  president,  and  countersigned  by  the  secretary, 
shall  be  obligatory  on  said  company,  and  bare 
the  same  efiect  as  if  the  said  policies  and  contracts 
had  been  attested  by  a  corporate  seal. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
losses  arising  on  any  insurance  shall  be  adjusted 
by  the  president  and  directors,  agreeably  to  the 
terms  of  the  policy,  and  paid  out  of  the  joint  funds 
and  property  of  the  company.  That  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  shall  make  a  full  and  fair  state- 
ment of  the  affairs  of  the  company  every  six 
months,  and  a  dividend  of  the  profits. 

Seo.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
any  action  shall  be  prosecuted  on  any  insurance 
made  by  virtue  o(  this  act,  it  shall  be  deemed  suf- 
ficient service  of  such  process  to  leave  a  copy 
thereof  with  the  president  or  secretary  for  the 
time  being  ;  and  all  recoveries  had,  in  any  such 
action  or  actions,  shall  be  conclusive  on  the  com- 
pany, so  far  as  to  render  the  stock  and  property 
of  the  company  liable,  and  no  further. 

Sec  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  be  and  continue  in  foree  for  and  during 
the  term  of  twenty  years  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing thereof,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  Congress. 

Approved,  March  9, 1814. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pensesof  the  military  establishment  of  the  United 
S  tates,  including  the  Tolunteers  and  militia  in  their 
actual  service,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  for  ordnance,  fortifications, 
and  the  Indian  department,  the  following  sums, 
including  the  sum  of  one  million  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  already  appropriated  by  the  first 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  ^*An  act  making  cer- 
tain partial  appropriations  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fourteen,"  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  respectively  appropriated,  that 
is  to  say : 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  private  servants  kept  by  officers, 
and  for  the  pay  of  the  volunteers  and  militia  in 
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^bt  ftotaal  aerviee  of  the  United  Stales,  Bttrett 
mHlion  Dine  hundred  and  sizty-fiTe  thonsend  three 
hundred  and  slxtj  dollars. 

For  forage  to  officers,  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  thousand  fi^e  hundred  and  seventy-six  dol- 
lars. 

For  snbsistenee  of  the  army,  and  of  Tolunteers 
and  militia,  four  million  nine  hundred  and  seven- 
teen thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  camp  and  field  equipage,  four  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  deoartment,  two 
hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  bounties  and  premiums,  two  million  five 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  clothing,  two  million  thirty-six  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  Quartermaster's  department,  three  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance  and  ordntnce  stores,  ineludine 
anenals,  ma^gazines,  and  armories,  seven  hundred 
tiKHisattd  dollars. 

For  fort ifioatioDs, five  hundred  thonsiand  dollars. 

For  contingeneies,  seven  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  Indian  department,  four  hundred  and 
stxty-foor  thousand  nve  hundred  doltars. 

Sao.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacUd,  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall  be 
paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  March  19, 1#14» 


two  hundred  and  eighteen  tboosaod  cwo  hmW 
and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  eiothiog  for  the  same,  sewDty-oae  thse^ 
and  seven  hundred  and  eigfaty-«igfat  doUan  lai 
ten  cents. 

For  miliary  stores  for  the  same,  twenty-scm 
thousand  six  nundred  and  eight  doHnra  and  cr- 
enty-five  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses  for  ibe  same,  foify-ni 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  itjurther  enaded^  Thit  At 
several  appropriations  hereinbelore  made  ski 
be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasnryail 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  19,  1814. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thona- 
and  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  the  foiiowlng  sums, 
including  the  sum  of  one  million  of  doUars  al- 
ready appropriated  by  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act 
liiakiDg  certain  partial  appropriations  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,"  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  are,  respectively  appropri- 
ated, that  is  to  say : 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and  pay 
of  the  seamen,  two  million  five  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-nine thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-one 
dollars. 

For  provisions,  one  million  four  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  two  dol- 
lars and  fifty-two  cents. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses 
on  account  of  the  sick,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  one  million  fiveiiaadred 
thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses,  including  freight, 
transportation,  and  recruiting  expenses,  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance,  ammunition,  and  military  stores, 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  navy  yards,  docks,  and  wharves,  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps, , 


An  Act  in  additioB  to  an  act,  oatidad  •'An  ad 
ing  a  bonnty  to  the  ewnersyofiiiofln  and  cmn 
private  aimed  TeaMb  of  the  Uniiad  Btt^m." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.,  That,  id  Itett  of  the  bdmy 
now  allowed  fay  law,  the  strai  of  one  baadiel 
dollars  be  paid  to  the  owners,  officers  and  enm 
of  the  private  armed  vessels  of  ibe  United  telK 
commlSBioned  as  letters  of  marqae,  for  each  aal 
every  prisoner  by  them  capcwred  aad  ddiVMii 
to  an  affent  authorized  to  receive  htm  in  any  pert 
of  the  United  Slates,  or  of  a  Power  at  war  with 
Gkeat  Britain,  or  delifeved  at  any  starion  witldi 
the  dominions  of  the  BLinp^  of  Great  Britain,  esfid^ 
lished  for  the  etehanffe  oTpriaonersof  arar,  wken^ 
by  such  prisoner  shall  be  actoally  phee^  ced  al- 
lowed by  the  Government  of  tie  Xingdom  tif 
Great  Britain  and  Trehmd,  in  the  aetoaiaoCntk- 
oners  to  the  credit  of  the  Uni  ted  Sutes.  And  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  amhorini 
and  required  to  pay,  or  caaee  to  be  paid,  to  mik 
owners,  officers  and  crews  of  private  armed  Tea- 
sels commissioned  aa  aforeesid,  or  tbeir  ag ean^ 
the  aforesaid  sum  for  each  prisoner  captured  aa^ 
delivered  as  aforesaid. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  it Jwiher  enacted^  That,  for  Ae 
purposes  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  then- 
sand  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treaswy 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  be  and  the  sane 9 
hereby  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  19, 1814. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  aapooft  el  Gsf 
ernment  for  the  year  one  thousand  tt^it  ha^ai 
and  fourteen* 

Beit  enacted^  fc  That,  for  the  expendilaitef 
the  civil  list  in  the  present  year,  inciadiaig  lit 
contingent  expenses  of  tho  sev^al  departmcen 
and  offices  ^  for  the  compensatioa  of  the  se^pi 
loan  officers  and  their  clerks,  and  for  boofctaid 
stationery  for  the  same ;  for  the  payment  ef  i»' 
nuiiiesand  grants;  for  the  sappoll  of  themitf 
establishment;  for  the  expense  of  inteteoaot 
with  foreign  nations ;  for  the  support  of  ligh^ 
houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and  pobiio  piers  j  for  d^ 
fra  viog  the  exoenses  of  surveying  the  pablic  Jaa^ 
and  for  satisfying  ceruin  miseeUaaeoos  elaiaK 
the  following  sumi  be  and  the  same  are  hcni^ 
tespeclively  appropriated,  that  is  to  say: 
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»r  eomnHMiattoii  cisstad  by  l«fw  to  ihe  iii«iii- 

of  the  8«n«te  tnd  Hoiisa  m  Reprtioiittiffres, 

r  offieen  and  ailendflfnts,  two  bond  red  and 

•two  thoosand  two  handred  and  fiAy*fiye 

irs. 

n  the  expense  oflfire*wood,  sta i toner f.  print- 

and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  toe  two 

wa  of  Congress,  fifty-two  tbonsand  dollars. 

or  the  expenses  of  the  library  of  Congress, 

BdiDg  the  librarian's  allowance  for  the  yeir 

thousand  ^igfat  hundred  and  fonrieeo,  eight 

ired  dollars.    . 

or  compeBsattoo  to  the  President  and  Vice 

iMent  of  the  United  States,  thirty  thousand 

irs. 

or  compensatiOB  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

a  and  persons  employed  in  that  department, 
ing  8  clerk  on  old  records,  and  a  clerk  and 
lenger  in  the  Paten^  office,  fifteen  thousand 
i  hundred  aad  thirty-eight  dollars, 
or  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per  centum 
be  sum  aiiowed  by  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act 
iguiate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,  and 
ttthorixe  the  layiaf  otft  certain  public  roads, 
for  other  purposes,''  one  ihoosand  and  set^en* 
ivo  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
Or  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
said  department,  including  the  expense  of 
ting  aad  distributing  ten  thousand  four  hun- 
I  copies  of  the  laws  of  the  first  and  second 
ion  of  the  thirteenth  Congress,  and  printing 
laws  in  newspspers,  twenty  thonsadd  two 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

or  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
r,  clerks^  and  persons  emfdoyed  in  his  office, 
teen  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
ars  and  eighty-one  cents, 
'or  expense  of  translating  foreign  languages, 
wance  to  the  person  employed  in  transmitting 
ipjorts  and  sea-letters,  and  for  stationery  and 
tting  in  the  office  of  the  Seeretarr  of  the 
isury,  one  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars, 
'or  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  tbe 
asary,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  of- 
I  including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
I  and  eighty-nine  dollars  for  compensation  to 
clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the 
of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thoorsaud  eight 
idred  and  six,  fourteen  thousand  eight  hundred 
I  sixty-six  dollars. 

^or  expense  of  stationery  end  printing  and  con- 
Kt»t  expenses  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  eight 
idred  dollars. 

^>r  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
f,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
(Ire  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-one 
Inrs. 

^or  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
tingent  expenses  in  the  Auditor's  office,  five 
idred  dollars. 

\>r  compensation  to  the  Treastfrer,  clerks,  and 
ions  employed  in  his  office,  indndinj^  tbe  sum 
me  thoutand  dollars  for  compensation  to  his 
ks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act 
;he  twenty^rst  of  April)  one  thousand  eight 


hundred  and  six,  seven  thousand  two  handred 
and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  forty*five  cents. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  in  tbe  Treasurer's  office, 
three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensiition  to  the  Comniissioner  <Tf  the 
Qeneral  Land  Office,  clerks,  and  persons  employed 
in  his  office,  twelve  thousand  four  hundred  and 
ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Qeneral  Land  Ofifiee, 
three  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  (he 
Revetrae,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  of- 
fice, nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars* 

For  expense  of  stationery  ind  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Revenue  office,  includ- 
ing the  sam  of  five  thousand  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents,  the 
amount  of  expenditures  for  these  objects  during 
the  year  one  thousand  eij^ht  handred  and  thirteen, 
for  which  no  appropriation  has  been  made,  nine 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dolian 
and  thirty-six  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  offieCj 
sixteen  thousand  and  fifty-two  dollars  aad  two 
cents. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  iti 
the  Treasury  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen 
per  centiim  on  tbe  sum  allowed  by  the  act.  edti- 
tled  ^^An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensacioa 
of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out  certaio 
pttbSle  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  six  thoosaad 
six  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars  and  nine  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  of  the  Re* 
gtster's  office,  for  stamping  and  arranging  ships' 
registers,  ninety  dollars. 

For  expense  of  sutionery  and  printiog,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Register's  office,  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  fuel  and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  books,  maps  and  charts  for 
tbe  Treasury  Dejiartment,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  superintendent  and  two 
watchmen,  employed  to  secure  the  buildiiigs  and 
records  of  the  Treasury  Department  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
including  expenses  and  repairs  of  two  fire  engines, 
buckets  and  lanterns,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  suiting  and  print- 
ing the  public  accounts  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretarj  of  War,. 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  oflfce,  incJud^ 
ing  the  sum  of  threfe  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by 
the  act  of  April  twenty-first,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  fifteon  thousand  two  hundred 
and  ten  dollars. 
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For  expense  of  fael,  statiooery,  printiDg,  and 
other  coDtingeDt  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  two  thoasand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
War  Departmentf  clerks,  and  persons  employed 
in  his  office,  including  the  sam  of  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  for  clerk  hire,  in  addition  to  the  sum  al- 
lowed by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  twenty-fire  thou- 
sand nine  .hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Ac- 
countant of  the  War  Department,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  War  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per 
centum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act.  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  and  &x.  the  compensation  of 
clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out  certain 
public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  two  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenj^er 
in  the  office  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  nine 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Superintendent  Gen- 
eral of  Military  Supplies,  derxs,  and  persons  em- 
ployed in  his  office,  tea  thousand  four  hundred  aad 
ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  General  of  Military  Stipplies,  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  General's  office,  one  thousand  five 
httiidrea  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  includ- 
ing the  sum  of  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars 
it  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the 
twenty-first  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  SIX,  eleven  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten 
dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Navy,  clerks,  and  persons,  employed  in  his  office, 
including  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  a 
deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to 
the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  April  twenty-first, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  fourteen 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  Navy,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  additional  compenntion  to  the  clerks  in 
the  Navy  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per 
centum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out  of  certain 
public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes."  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
Assistant  Postmasters  General,  clerks,  and  per- 
sons employed  in  the  General  Post  Office,  includ- 
ing one  thousand  two  hundred  and  three  dollars 
and  twenty-five  cents,  for  dbficienoiea  in  the  ap- 


propriations for -the  years  one  thottsaaddf^ 
hundred  and  twelve, and  one  thoasaod  eigkt)M> 
dred  and  thirteen,  and  the  saoi  of  five  ihovail 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars,  in  additin 
to  the  sum  allowed  for  the  compensation  of  dob 
bj  the  act  of  April  twenty-first,  one  thtMoad 
eight  hundred  and  six,  tweotY*three  thoaaid 
one  bjundred  and  sixty- three  doflars  and  twestf- 
fire  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  General  Poa 
Office,  two  thousand  eight  hnndred  dollais. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  eieiks  ca- 

gloyed  in  the  Gkneral  Post  Oflice,  not  ezeeedisf 
fteen  per  centum  on  the  sum  allowed  bytke 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  tbecoB- 
pensation  of  clerks,  and  to  aath«Hrize  the  layii$ 
out  certain  public  roads,  and  for  other  purpose^' 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  one  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents. 

For  compensation  to  tie  several  I^oaa  ofiem, 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  doUin. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks,  of  the  Cos- 
misioners  oi  Loans,  including  a  snm  of  two  thoa- 
sand dollars  in  addition  to  the  anaoaat  hereurfbie 
allowed  by  law,  and  for  allowance  to  ceriaii 
Loan  officers,  in  lien  of  clerk*hire,  and  to  defiw 
the  authorized  expenses  of  the  several  Loaa  oh 
fices,  seventeen  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Sarveror  Geaeid 
and  his  clerks,  three  thoasand  two  nondred  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  of  Linds 
south  of  Tennessee,  and  the  clerks  employed  in 
his  office,  and  for  stationery  and  other  coolingca- 
cies,  three  thousand  two  hundred  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  of  the  Mini, 
viz: 

The  Director,  two  thoasand  dollars. 

The  Treasurer,  one  thooaand  two  haadred  M- 
lars. 

The  Assayer,  one  thoasand  five  hundrad  dol- 
lars. 

The  Chief  Coiner,  one  thoasand  five  hnaiiei 
dollars. 

The  Melter  and  Refiner,  one  thonsand  in 
hundred  dollars. 

The  £ngraver,  one  thousand  two  hondred  dol- 
lars. 

One  clerk,  at  seven  hundred  dollars. 

One  clerk,  at  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  wages  to  the  persons  employed  in  the  dif- 
ferent operations  of  the  Mint,  incloding  the  sam 
of  one  thousand  dollars  allowed  to  an  ir^^iTi*^ 
coiner  and  die  forger,  and  six  hundred  dolka 
allowed  to  an  assistant  engraver,  eight  thonsaii 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  furnaces,  cost  of  iron  aad  *a- 
chinery,  rents,  and  other  contingent  expeniw 
of  the  Mint,  three  thousand  seven  handred  dol- 
lars. 

For  allowances  for  wastage  in  the  gold  tai 
silver  coinage,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor;  JadgesL  aa^ 
Secretary,  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  nine  uoe- 
sand  dollars. 

For  cost  of  stationery^  office  rent,  and  otktf 
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injireot -expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  huo- 

ftod  fifty  doliaris. 

»r  eoiDpensatioD  to  the  Gorernor,  Judges,  aod 
-etary  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  six  thousand 
lundred  dollars. 

>r  cost  of  stationery^  ofiiee  rent,  and  other 
iogent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hun- 

and  fifty  dollars. 

DrcompeosatioQ  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
-etary,  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six  thou- 
i  six  hundred  dollars. 

or  cost  of  siaUonery,  office  rent,  and  other 
logent  expenses,  of  said  Territory,  three  han- 
i  and  fifty  dollars. 

or  compensation  to  the  Grovemor,  Judges, 
Secretary,  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  seren 
isand  eight  hundred  dollars. 
or  cost  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
ingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hun- 
l  and  fifty  dollars. 

or  compensation  to  the  Goyernor,  Judge! 
Secretary,  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  six  thou- 
i  six  hundred  dollars. 

or  cost  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
ttng^nt. expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hon- 
1  and  fifty  dollars. 

or  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 
ted  States,  on  account  of  the  civil  depart- 
It,  not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  have 
1  admftted  in  due  course  of  settlement  at  the 
asary,  two  thousand  dollars, 
or  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  Chief 
ice,  the  associate  Judges^  and  district  Judges, 
lie  United  States,  including  the  Chief  Justice 
associate  Judges  of  the  District  of  Culumbia. 

the  Attorney  General,  sixty-two  thousand 
Bra. 

or  like  compensations  granted  to  the  several 
rict  attorneys  of  the  United  States,  including 
leof  the  several  Territories,  four  thousand  six 
dred  and  fifty  dollars. 

or  like  compensations  granted  to  the  several 
shals  for  the  districts  of  Maine,  New  Hamp- 
er Vermont}  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina, 
itucky,  Ohio,  East  and  West  Tennessee,  aod 
ihe  several  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
te  thousand  two  hundred  dollars, 
'or  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
cuit,  and  District  courts  of  the  United  States, 
lading  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  jurors 
i  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising  from 
IS,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  and  for  defraying 

expenses  of  prosecutions  for  offences  against 

United  States,  and  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
loners,  forty  thousand  dollars, 
for  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by 

late  Government,  eight  hundred  sixty  dullar?. 
!'or  the  payment  of  the  annual  allowance  to 

invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  nine- 
sight  thousand  dollars. 

B'or  the  maintenance  and  support  of  light- 
ises,  beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  stakeages 
channels,  bars,  and  shoals,  including  repairs 
d  improvements,  aod  contingent  expenses,  six- 
nine  thousand  one  hundred  dollars  and  twenty- 
ht  cents. 


For  the  following  objects,  being  the  balances 
of  former  appropriations,  for  the  same  purposes, 
carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  viz : 

For  erecting  light-houses  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  at  or  near  the  pilch  of  Cape 
Lookout,  in  North  Carolina,  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  building  a  light-house  on  the  south  point 
of  Cumberland  Island,  in  Georgia,  four  thousand 
dollars. 

For  building  a  light-house  on  the  south  point 
of  Sapelo  Island,  in  Georgia,  and  placinpf  buoys 
and  beacons  on  Dobay  bar  and  Beach  point,  four 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-four  dollars 
and  eighty-one  cents. 

For  placing  buoys  and  beacons  at  or  near  the 
entrance  of  Beverly  harbor,  in  Massachusetts, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  erecting  two  lights  on  Lake  Erie,  viz :  on 
or  near  Bird  island,  and  on  or  near  Presque  Isle, 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  placing  two  beacons  and  buoys  at  or  near 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  New  Haven,  in  Con- 
necticut, one  hundred  dollars. 

For  placing  buoys  at  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bor of  Edgar  town,  in  Massachusetts,  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  and 
forty-three  cents. 

For  placing  buoys  at  or  near  the  main  bar  and 
new  inlet  bar  ofi*  Cape  Fear,  in  North  Carolina, 
two  thousand  dollars.   ^ 

For  erecting  a  beacon  on  a  point  of  land  near 
New  Inlet,  in  rforth  Carolina,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  completing  the  fittinjf  up  of  all  the  light- 
houses with  Winslow  Lewis's  improvements,  in 
addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated  for 
that  purpose,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  surveying  the 
ublic  lands  within  the  several  Territories  of  the 

niied  States,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  and  safe-keeping  of  prisoners 
of  war,  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  Government, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  printing  one  thousand  co- 
pies of  the  Digest  of  Manufactures,  pursuant  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representfttives  of  the 
ninth  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  the  support  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  in 
addition  to  the  funds  already  appropriated  by 
law,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries,  allowances,  and  contingent 
expenses  of  Ministers  to  foreign  nations,  and  of 
Secretaries  of  Legatfbn,  eighty-nine  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  fifty, 
thousand  dollars. 

Fur  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Barbary 
Powers,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  distressed  Ame- 
rican seamen,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  agents  at  Paris  and  Copenha- 
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5 en,  in  relation  to  prize  causes  aod  captures  of 
Lmerican  vessels,  four  thoasapd  dollars. 
For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
a^inst  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  pro- 
Tided  for.  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  doe 
course  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury,  four  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Asnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  appropriations,  hereinbefore  made,  shall 
be  paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  the  act 
making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United 
States,  and  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  March  24,  1814. 


An  A/d  to  avtboriie  a  loan  for  a  siim  not  azcMdinf 
twentj-Ave  millions  of  doUanu 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  sum 
not  eiceeding  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  to 
be  applied,  in  addition  to  the  moneys  now  in  the 
Treasury,  or  which  may  be  received  from  other 
sources,  to  defray  any  expenses  which  have  been 
or,  during  the  present  year,  may  be  authorized  by 
law,  and  for  which  appropriations  have  been  or, 
darin j;  the  present  year,  may  be  made  by  law : 
Provided,  That  no  engagement  or  contract  shall 
be  entered  into  which  shall  preclude  the  United 
States  from  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums  thus 
borrowed  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of 
twelve  years  from  the  last  day  of  December  next. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  be  and  be 
is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  to  be  constituted 
certificates  of  stock,  signed  hj  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  or  by  a  Commissioner  of  Loans, 
for  the  sum  to  be  borrowed  by  this  act,  or  for  any 

girt  thereof,  and  the  same  to  be  sold.  And  the 
ecretary  of  the  Treasurv  shall  lay  before  Con- 
gress, during  the  first  week  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, one  tnousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
an  account  of  all  the  moneys  obtained  by  the  sale 
of  the  certificates  of  stock  in  manner  aforesaid, 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  rate  at  which 
the  same  may  have  been  sold. 

Sec.  3.  And'be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  employ  an  agent  or 
agents  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  subscriptions 
to  the  loan  authorized  by  this  act,  or  of  selling 
any  part  of  the  stock  to  be  created  by  virtue 
thereof.  A  commission  tot  exceeding  one  quar- 
ter of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  thus  sold,  or 
for  which  subscriptions  shall  have  been  thus  ob- 
tained, may,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
be  allowed  to  such  agent  or  agents;  and  a  sum 
not  exceeding  sixty-six  thousand  dollars,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  is  hereby  appropriated  for  pay- 
ing the  amount  of  such  commission  or  commis- 
sions as  aiay  be  thus  allowed,  and  also  for  defray- 


ing the  expenses  of  printing  and  Lasuing  lte«b- 
scription  certificates,  and  certificates  of  sttKLni 
other  expenses  incident  to  the  coiapieliag  « tk 
loan  authorized  by  thiJB  acu 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thit  m 
nmch  of  the  funds  constituting^  the  annual » 
propriation  of  eight  mi  11  ions  of  dollars  Cot  tic 
payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  oithephr 
lie  debt  of  the  United  Sutes,  as  may  be  waMd 
for  that  purpose,  after  satisfying  the  snou  aeai> 
sary  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  «tk 
part  of  the  principal  of  such  debt  as  the  UwuL 
States  are  now  pledged  annually  to  pay  or  rd» 
burse,  is  hereby  pledged  and  appropriated  fa 
the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  for  the  not- 
bursement  of  the  principal  of  the  stock  vliick 
may  be  created  by  virtue  of  this  act.  It  ibll 
accordingly  be  the  duty  of  the  Coattmissioarfi  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  to  cause  to  be  applied  and  pu4 
out  of  the  said  fund,  yearly,  such  sana  aadsosuas 
may  he  annually  wanted  to  discharge  the  ioaEt- 
est  accruing  on  the  said  stocJc,  aod  to  reioibiBi 
the  principal  as  the  same  become  dne,  and  Mf 
be  discharged  in  conformity  with  the  leooi  of 
the  loan ;  and  they  are  further  autboiixed  to  ap- 
ply, from  time  to  time,  such  sum  or  saois  oat 
of  the  said  fund  as  they  maf  think  Jb^i 
towards  redeeming,  by  purchase  and  at  a  any 
not  above  par,  the  principal  of  the  said  slock, « 
any  part  thereof.  And  the  faith  of  the  Uutaii 
States  Is  hereby  pledged  to  establish  soffiemt 
revenues  for  making  good  any  de&deocr  that 
may  hereafter  take  pUce  in  the  funds  henkj  ^ 
propriated  for  paying  the  said  iaioest  and  pna- 
cipal  sums,  or  any  of  them,  in  aanaci  a£omaid. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  of  the  banks  in  the  Disixieiaf 
Columbia  to  lend  any  part  of  the  son  anthmved 
to  be  borrowed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  anydaiv 
in  any  of  their  caarters  to  the  coatcary  not- 
withstanding. 

Approved,  March  24, 1814. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  time  ibrholdrag  the  IliBtrietOM» 
of  the  United  Sutes  for  the  ▼nginia  Distriei 

Be  it  enacted,  jfc.  That,  instead  of  the  fom 
heretofore  prescribed  by  law  for  the  sessiovsf 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  ibr  tk 
Virginia  district,  the  said  court  shall  hcicalbr 
commence  its  sessions  on  the  following  daytil 
each  year,  that  is  to  say:  on  the  twdfth  &yd 
April,  and  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  October,  ia4i 
citv  of  Richmond,  and  on  the  first  day  of  Ma 
and  on  the  first  day  of  November,  in  the  bota^ 
of  Norfolk. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tbatik 
said  court,  at  its  sessions  to  be  commenced  If 
virtue  of  this  act,  on  the  twelfth  di^  of  A|ii 
next,  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  on  the  V 
day  of  May  next,  in  Norfolk,  shall  have  the  mm 
right,  power,  and  jurisdiction  over  all  acii 
suits,  process,  notices,  pleadings,  and  r 
sauces,  and  all  other  proceeding,  of  what  __ 
or  kind  soever,  civil  or  criminal,  as  the  s0i 
court  might  or  could  possess  and  lawfoiif  exf 
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,  if  the  sessions  of  the  said  court,  iostead  of 

ig  commenced  on  the  said  twelfth  day  of  April 

tf  and  the  said  first  day  of  May  next,  should 

e  been  commenced  on  the  days  heretofore 

scribed. 

lEc.  3.  And  be  it  Jvrther  etiacted,  That,  from 

after  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  actions,  suits^ 
sess,  notices,  pleadings,  and  recognisances, 

all  other  proceedings  or  what  nature  or  kind 
rer,  civil  or  criminal,  returnable  to  or  having 

in  the  said  court  during  the  session  thereof, 
II  be  returnable  to  and  have  day  in  the  ses- 
is  of  the  said  court,  as  prescribed  by  this  act. 
lEC.  4.  And  be  U  JnriJier  enacted^  That  if,  at 

time,  the  day  prescribed  by  this  act  for  corn- 
icing a  session  of  the  said  court  shall  be  a 
iday,  the  said  court  shall  commence  and  hold 
lession  on  the  following  day. 
kpprored,  March  24^  1814. 


Act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  *'An  act  laying  du- 
es on  all  sales  at  auction  of  raerchandiie  and  of 
lips  and  TeaMls." 

h  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  condition  of  the 
d  required  to  be  given  by  every  auctioneer,  by 
third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  lay- 
duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  merchandise  and 
ihips  and  vessels,"  passed  the  twenty-fourth 

of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
teen,  shall  be,  that  the  said  auctioneer  shall 
der  tne  quarterly* account,  in  writing,  required 
lim  by  said  act.  withia  twenty  days  after  the 
\  day  of  April,  July,  October,  and  January,  in 
h  year,  and  that  in  the  said  quarterly  return 
11  be  stated  the  aggregate  amount  of  goods, 
res,  merchandise,  and  effects,  liable  to  doty, 
1  by  him  on  each  day  during  the  quarter,  with 

date  of  such  sale,  anything  in  the  said  act 
itained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Approved,  March  24, 1814. 


An  Aet  eonceming  Shawneetown. 

le  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  a  tract  of  land,  not  ex- 
ding  two  sections,  ip  the  Illinois  Territory, 
oining  Sbawneetownt  shall,  under  the  direc- 
na  of  the  Surveyor  QeneraJ,  be  laid  off  into 
vn  lots,  streeta,  and  avenues,  and  out-lots,  in 
i  same  manner,  under  the  same  restrictions,  as 
I  preaerihed  by  the  sixth  section  of  the  act,  en- 
|ed  "An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  certain 
ids  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
les."  approved  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  o.ne 
)usand  eight  hundred  and  ten.  And  it  shall  be 
t  duty  of  the  Surveyor  General,  or  the  person 
him  authorized  to  carry  this  act  into  efifect,  to 
ect  the  two  sections  so  as  to  extend  the  said 
wn  to  the  high  lands  in  the  rear  of  the  town,  as 
s  DOW  laid  out. 

3ec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
9  in  said  tpWQ  shall  he  offered  for  sale  at  the 
DC  time,  and  on  the  same  terms  i^nd  conditions, 
are  provided  by  the  sixth  section  of  the  before 
iited  aet. 
(Approved,  M»ch  28»  1814. 


An  Act  for  the  better  organndiWy  P^jh^  '^d  supply- 
ingy  the  Army  of  the  Unfted  fiSates. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  first,  second,  and 
third  regiments  of  artillery  be  formed  into  one 
corps,  and  organized  into  twelve  battalions,  a$ 
follows,  to  wit :  six  lieutenant  colonels,  six  ma.- 
jors,  twelve  adjutants^  twelve  quartermasters^ 
and  forty-eight  companies. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  eacl^ 
company  shall  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first  lieu- 
tenant, two  second  lieutenants,  one  third  lienten- 
ant.  five  sergeants,  one  quartermaster's  sergeant, 
eignt  corporals,  four  musicians,  and  one  hundred 
privates. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  be  authorized  to  assign  one  of  the  twQ 
second  lieutenants  herebv  provided  for  each  com- 
pany, as  a  conductor  of  artillery  for  said  coia- 
pany,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  receipt  and 
account  for  all  ammunition,  implements,  and 
cannon,  furnished  hy  the  ordnance  department 
for  said  company,  and  to  dp  and  perform  such 
other  services  as  the  War  Department  aiay  dt- 
'  rect ;  and  that  for  the  performance  of  th^se  ser- 
vices they  be  allowed  each  ten  dollars  extra  pity 
per  month. 

Beg.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  14 
lieu  of  ik^  two  regiments  of  light  dragoons  now  in 
service,  there  shall  be  organized  one  regiment,  to 
consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel, 
two  majors,  one  adjutant,  one  quartermaster,  on* 
surgeon,  two  surgeons'  mate?,  one  sergeant  ma- 
jor, one  quartermaster  sergeant,  one  principal 
musician,  one  principal  farrier,  and  ^ight  troops, 
Sec.  5.  And  be  it  [further  enacted,  That  each 
troop  shall  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first  lieu- 
tenant, one  second  lieutenant,  one  third  lieutesr 
ant,  one  cornet,  five  sergeants,  eight  corporals, 
one  riding  master,  ooe  master  of  the  sword,  two 
trumpeters  or  buglers,  one  farrier,  one  black- 
smith, one  saddler,  and  ninety-six  privates. 
.  Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
officers  of  the  corps  of  artillerv,and  the  regiment 
of  light  artillery, shall  severally  receive  the  same 
pay  as  is  now  provided  bv  law  for  the  light  dra-. 
goons  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  ajid 
the  subalterns  of  all  other  corps  shall  be  allowed 
one  ration  in  addition  to  the  pay  authorized  by 
existing  laws- 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there. 

shall  be  allowed  annually  to  each  non-commia- 

'siooed  officer,  musician,  and  private,  in  the  cQi:ps. 

of  sea-feocib(eS|  one  blanket,  one  knapsack,  and 

one  canteen. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 
is.  authorized  to  prescribe  the  quantity  and  kind 
01  clothing  to  be  issued  annually  to  the  troops  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  from, 
and  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  the  officers 
of  the  Army  shall  be  entitled  to  waiters  agreeable 
to  grade,  as  follows :  a  major  general,  four  wait- 
ers ;  a  brigadier  general,  three ;  a  colonel,  two ; 
the  physician  and  surgeon  general,  two ;  a  lien- 
tenant   colonel,  major,  and   hospital   surgeon, 
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etch,  one;  the  officers  of  each  compaoy,  ihree  ; 
every  commissioned  officer  who  holds  a  staff  ap- 
poiDtmeDt  which  gives  the  rank  ef  captaiD,  or 
any  higher  grade,  one ;  and  to  every  company 
officer  who  commands  a  separate  post  detach- 
ment, one;  any  law  or  regulation  heretofore  ex- 
isting to  the  contrary  notwithstanding^. 

Sec.  10.  Audit  further  enacted^  That  no  offi 
cer  shall  be  permitted  to  employ  as  a  servant  any 
soldier  from  the  line  of  the  Army,  and  that  the 
servants  of  officers,  not  exceeding  the  number 
allowed  bv  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  mus- 
tered with  some  corps  of  the  Army,  and  that, 
on  the  muster  rolls  formed  in  consequence  there- 
of, payment  shall  be  made  in  money  to  the  offi- 
cers emplovin^  them  in  lieu  of  wages,  subsist- 
ence, and  clothing,  by  the  paymasters  of  the  sev- 
eral corps  or  districts  where  such  servants  are 
mustered,  at  the  rate  allowed  to  privates  of  infan- 
try, which  shall  be  published  to  the  Army  annual- 
ly, by  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War. 
Sec.  11.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to 
appoint  so  many  assistant  apothecaries  as  the  ser- 
vice may,  in  his  judgment,  require ;  each  of  whom 
shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  emoluments  as  a 
regimental  surgeon's  mate. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  ttfiiriher  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  promotions  may 
be  made  through  the  whole  Army,  in  its  several 
lines  of  light  artillery,  light  dragoons,  artillery, 
infantry,  and  riflemen,  respectively;  and  that  the 
relative  rank  of  officers  of  the  same  grade,  belong- 
ing to  regiments  or  corps  already  authorized,  or 
which  may  be  engaged  to  serve  for  five  years,  or 
during  the  war,  be  equalized  and  settled  by  the 
War  Department,  ajrreeably  to  established  rules; 
and  that  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  '*  An  act  for 
the  more  perfect  organization  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,']  passed  the  twenty-sixth  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  as  comes 
within  the  purview  and  meaning  of  this  act,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

8ec.  13.  Ar^  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  for 
the  purpose  ot  avoidibg  unnecessarv  expenses  in 
the  Military  Establishment,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  in 
case  of  failure  in  filling  the  rank  ahd  file  of  any 
regiment  or  regiments,  to  consolidate  such  defi- 
cient regiment  or  regiments,  and  discharge  all 
sopernumerary  officers:  Provided^  That  officers 
so  discharged  shall  be  allowed,  in  addition  to  the 
mileage  already  authorized  by  law,  three  months' 
pay  to  each. 

Sec.  H,  And  he  if  further  enacted,  That  every 
non-commissioned  officer  and  privateof  the  Army, 
or  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  and  private 
of  any  militia  or  volunteer  corps,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  who  has  been  or  who  may 
be  captured  by  the  enemy,  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive during  his  captivity,  notwithstanding  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  the  same  pay, 
subsistence,  and  allowance  to  «vhich  he  may  be 
entitled  whilst  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  I 
shall  be  construed  to  entitle  any  prisoner  of  war,  * 


of  the  militia,  to  the  pay  and  eompeosatioa  kema 
provided  after  the  date  of  his  parole,  other  tka 
the  travelling  expenses  allowed  by  law. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tk 
five  regiments  which,  by  the  first  section  of  a 
act,  entitled  *' An  act  to  amend  the  act  in  additisi 
to  the  act,  entitled  *  Ao  act  to  raise  ao  additioai] 
military  force, and  for  other  parposes*'"  wereu- 
thorized  to  be  enlisted,  at  the  discretion  of  ike 
President  of  the  United  States,  for  and  during  thi 
war,  may  be  enlisted,  at  the  optioo  of  the  recntt, 
for  five  years,  or  for  and  doriog^  the  war,  iiala 
sooner  discharged;  the  provisions  of  the  said  ad 
to  the  contrary  notwithstandiog-. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tk 
commissary  general  of  ordnance  may  emploj  ia 
his  department,  besides  blacksmiths  and  wheel- 
wrights, other  mechanics,  such  as  the  poblic  ser^ 
vice  may  require,  who  shall,  together  witib  (fe 
said  blacksmiths  and  wheelwrights,  be  matfered 
under  the  general  denomination  of  artificers;  tad 
such  artificers,  being  hereafter,  or  having  beet 
heretofore,  enlisted  to  serve  for  the  term  of  fife 
years,  or  during  the  war,  shall  be  entitled  lo  tk 
same  annual  allowance  of  clothing  as  is  or  naj 
be  provided  for  the  soldiers  of  the  Army. 

Sec.  17.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  Tiiat  ife 
laborers  who  may  be  hereafter  enlisted  to  serreia 
the  ordnance  department,  for  the  term  of  fire 
years  or  during  the  war,  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
bounty  of  twenty-five  dollars  ia  money,  and  the 
same  annual  allowance  of  clothing  as  is  or  may 
be  provided  for  the  soldiers  of  the  Ars/. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  the 
physician  and  surgeon  general  of  the  Army  be 
entitled  to  two  rations  per  day  and  forage  for  two 
horses^  and  that,  in  addition  to  their  pay  as  9t 
present  established  by  law,  the  regimental  nr- 
geons  and  regimental  surgeons'  mates  be  entiiki 
to  fifteen  dollars  per  month  each. 

8bc.19.  AndbeitfuriherenaeUd,Th^\  the  aids- 
de-camp  of  major  generals  shall  be  uken  froB  the 
captains  and  subalterns  of  the  iine;  and  theaMs- 
de-camp  of  brigadier  generals  from  the  sabalioas 
of  the  line;  and  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  la 
take  more  than  one  aid-de  camp  from  a  r»tmeit  | 
Sec.  20.  And  be  itfyrther  enacted^  That  ia  ' 
no  case  shall  the  district  paymasters  or  qoaittr- 
masters  of  any  grade  be  taken  from  the  lint  d 
the  Army. 

Sao.  21.  And  be  itfitrther  enacted^  Thattk 
officers  of  the  volunteer  corps,  aotborized  by  the 
act  of  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  February.  a«K 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  be  entidcl. 
to  promotion  in  the  line  of  the  Army ;  and  tte 
the  Pre^dent  of  the  United  States,  with  the  al- 
vice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  be  aotborizad  M 
make  all  necessary  appointments,  and  to  fiM  all 
vacancies,  which  may  happen  in  the  same. 
Approved,  March  30, 1814. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United 
to  exchange  a  certain  parcel  of  land  in  Che  tUfd 
New  York,  for  other  lands  in  the  same  d^  er  i^ 
vicinity. 

Beitenacted^  f  c^  That  the  President  ef^ 
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ited  States  be  and  hereby  is  authorized,  ia  case 
same  can,  in  his  opinion,  be  done  without  dis- 
antage  to  the  United  States,  to  grant  and  re- 
le  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  their  successors 
!ver,  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  of  the 
ited  States  in  and  to  a  certain  lot  or  parcel  of 
1  lying  in  the  said  city  of  New  York,  and 
\;f  that  parcel  of  land  first  described  in  a  deed 
ring  date  the  sixth  day  of  Mav,  one  thousand 
\i  hundred  and  eight,  sienea  by  Daniel  D. 
Dpkins,  John  Broome,  John  Lansing,  James 
It,  and  Dewitt  Clinton,  acting  as  commis- 
ers  under  the  authority  of  the  State  of  New 
k,  for  the  purpose  of  granting  to  the  United 
tes  the  use  and  jurisdiction  of  three  several 
sels  of  land  therein  described :  Fravided,  That 
e  be  conveyed  in  fee  simple  to  the  United 
tes,  in  exchange  for  the  same,  other  land  ne- 
ary  or  proper  to  be  occupied  for  the  safetv 
defence  or  the  city  of  New  York,  and  which 
'  be  equally  advantageous  to  the  United  States; 
in  case  the  lands  to  be  conveyed  in  exchange 
le  United  States  shall  be  of  less  value  than 
land,  with  its  improvements,  hereby  author- 
to  be  conveyed  to  the  Mayor.  Aldermen, and 
imonalty,  the  diflbrence  in  value  may  be  paid 
be  United  States  in  money;  the  respective 
[ation  to  be  ascertained  in  such  manner  and 
1  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
ct. 
pprovedj  March  30, 1814. 


h.cX  providing  Ibr  the  indemnification  of  certain 
iimantB  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 

ry. 

e  it  enactedj  <f  c,  That  every  person  or  per- 
claiming  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
y,  south  or  the  State  of  Tennessee  and  west 
tie  State  of  Georgia,  under  the  act.  or  pre- 
ed  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  entitled  "An 
tupplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  *  An  act  for 
opriating  a  part  of  the  unlocated  territory  of 
State  for  the  payment  of  the  late  State  troops 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned,  declaring 
■igbt  or  this  State  to  the  unappropriated  terri- 
thereof,  for  the  protection  and  support  of  the 
:iers  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes," 
>d  Janaary  the  seventh,  one  thousand  seven 
[red  and  ninetv-five,  who  have  exhibited  the 
ence  of  their  claims  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
he  purpose  of  having  the  same  recorded  in 
:s  in  his  office,  conformable  to  the  act  of  Con- 
I,  passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
t  hundred  and  three,  en  titled^*  An  act  regulating 
grants  of  lands,  and  providing  for  the  disposal 
he  lands  of  tlie  United  States  south  of  the 
e  of  Tennessee,"  shall  be  allowed  until  the 
Monday  of  January  next  to  deposite  in  the 
e  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
es,  a  sufficient  legal  release  of  all  such  claim 
[aims  to  the  United  States,  and  an  assij^nment 
transfer  to  the  United  States  of  their  right 
claim. to  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  which 
iiem,  or  the  persons  from  whom  they  or  any 
ISth  Coir.  2d  Ssss. — 89 


of  them  have  derived  their  claims,  were  deposited 
or  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
as  the  consideration  of  the  purchase  of  the  lana 
for  which  their  release  of  claim  is  deposited  as 
aforesaid;  and  also,  a  power  to  sue, in  the  name 
of  such  claimant,  for  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
assigned  as  aforesaid,  and  which  shall  have  been 
unlawfully  or  fraudulently  withdrawn  from  the 
treasury  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  such  release,  as- 
signment, transfer,  and  power,  to  take  effect  on 
the  indemnification  of  such  claimants  being  made 
conformably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  Attorney  General  of  tne  United  States 
(for  the  time  being)  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby 
constituted  and  appointed  a  board  of  commis- 
sioners, to  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  January  next;  and,  as  soon 
as  may  be  practicable  thereafter,  they  or  any  two 
of  them  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  required 
to  adjudge  and  determine  upon  the  sufficiency  of 
the  releases  and  assignments  and  powers  to  be 
executed  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  conformity  with  the  foregoing 
section ;  and  also  to  adjudge  and  finally  deter- 
mine upon  all  controversies  arising  from  such 
claims  so  released  as  aforesaid,  which  may  be 
found  to  conflict  with,  and  to  be  adverse  to,  each 
other;  and  also  to  adjudge  and  determine  upon 
all  such  claims  under  the  aforesaid  act,  or  pre- 
tended act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  as  may  be 
found  to  have  accrued  to  the  United  States  by 
opeiation  of  law:  Provided.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  cause  to  be 
published,  for  the  period  of  three  months  before 
the  said  meeting,  at  least  once  a  week,  in  all  the 
public  newspapers  in  which  the  acts  of  Congress 
are  by  authority  published,  notice  of  the  purposes 
and  of  the  time  and  place  of  si)ch  meeting. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  as 
soon  as  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  made 
report  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
the  sufficiency  of  such  releases  and  assignments^ 
to  the  amount  of  at  least  nine-tenths  of  the  whole 
lands  claimed  by  virtue  of  the  sales  made  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Georgia  to  the  re- 
spective companies  hereafter  enumerated,  exclu- 
sive of  such  claims  to  the  said  lands  as  shall  have 
vested  in  the  United  States  by  the  operation  of 
law,  and  shall  have  certified  to  him  the  names  of 
the  claimants,  whose  claims  they  have  finally 
adiudged  and  allowed,  and  the  respective  and 
relative  proportions  on  which  they  are  entitled 
to  the  inderanity  under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
the  President  shall  be  and  he  hereby  Is  author- 
ized and  required  to  cause  to  be  issued  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  soch  claimants, 
respectively,  (of  convenient  amount  for  circula- 
tion,) certificates  of  stock,  not  bearing  interest, 
and  expressing  on  their  face  that  the  same  are 
payable  out  of  the  first  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  arising  from  the  sale  of 
public  lands  in  the  Mississipipi  Territory,  after  the 
mone^  due  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  expen- 
ses of^  surveying  such  lands,  have  been  satisfied. 


m9 


4I9SPPQ^ 


FtMic  AcU  of  Congpmi, 


To  the  persons  cUiming  in  the  oame  of  or  un- 
der the  Upper  Mississippi  Company,  including 
such  share  or  shares  as  may  be  found  to  have 
Tested  in  the  United  States,  and  for  which  the 
United  States  are  to  be  considered  entitled  to  the 
respective  proportions  for  the  same,  (and  exclu- 
sive of  all  claims  usually  denominated  in  the 
former  report  of  the  commissioners  aforesaid  citi- 
zens' claims,)  a  sum  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  Oollars. 

To  the  persons  claiming  in  the  name  of  or  un- 
der the  Tennessee  Company,  under  the  foregoing 
terms  and  restrictions,  a  sum  not  exceeding  in  the 
whole  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  persons  claiming  in  the  name  of  or 
under  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  under 
the  like  terms  and  restrictions,  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  whole  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

To  the  persons  claiming  in  the  name  of  or 
under  the  Georgia  Company,  under  the  like  terms 
and  restrictions,  a  sum  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
two  millions  two  hundred  and  finy  thousand 
dollars. 

To  the  persons  claiming  under  citizens'  rights, 
including  such  share  or  shares  as  have  already 
accrued  to  the  United  States  by  operation  of  law, 
or  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to  which  the 
United  States  are  to  be  considered  entitled  to  the 
respective  proportions  for  the  same,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  whole  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars :  Provided^  That  any  person  having 
claim  under  either  of  the  said  companies,  and  enti- 
tled to  indemnity  bv  virtue  of  this  act,shall  receive 
such  indemnity  onlv  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
of  such  claims :  Ami  provided  dUo^  That  no  claim 
shall  be  allowed,  or  any  indemnification  made 
therefor,  to  any  person  or  persons  who  have  vol 
untarily  surrendered  the  evidence  of  their  claims 
to  the  said  lands  under  the  act  of  Georgia  of  the 
thirteenth  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six,  or  under  any  subsequent  act 
of  the  said  State,  and  which  at  the  time  of  the 
surrender  would  have  vested  the  title  in  such 
claimants  had  the  title  from  Georgia  been  valid, 
or  who  have  received  the  money  deposited  as  the 
consideration  of  the  purchase  of  said  land  thus 
surrendered  ;  but  all  such  lands  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  vested  in  the  United  States,  ex- 
onerated, and  discharged  from  ail  such  claims 
without  any  further  surrender  or  release  what- 
ever, and  the  dividends  to  be  made  to  claimants 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  act 
shall  be  lessened  in  proportion  to  the  claim  so  sur- 
rendered or  withdrawn  :  And  provided  alio.  That 
no  person  or  persons  shall  be  entitled  to  the  ben- 
efits of  this  act,  who,  by  himself,  herself,  or  them- 
selves, or  by  his,  her,  or  their  agent,  or  by  any 
person  or  persons  with  privity  and  consent  of 
nim,  her,  or  them,  shall  have  taken,  received,  or 
withdrawn,  from  the  treasury  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  which  had 
been  paid  and  deposited  as  the  consideration  of 
the  purchase  of  any  of  the  aforesaid  lands,  which 
person  or  persons  at  the  time  of  the  taking,  receiv- 
ing, or  withdrawing,  of  the  said  money,  was  or 


were  not  the  bona  fide  claimtDt  or  elaiaiMi  of, 
the  landsfor  tbe  purchase  of  which  the  laidiBKf 
had  been  deposited ;  aad  all  asd  erery  ihet^ 
or  shares  of  such  person  or  persons  so  fraodolalif 
drawingthe  money  as  aforesaidjU  Duybefoudli 
have  been  claimed  bysoch  person  or penoos,aiik 
time  of  recording  in  the  office  of  the  Secreiirjtf 
State  the  evidences  of  their  claim  or  claiiu^ stall 
be  vested  in  the  United  States,  and  ibedirM 
to  be  made  to  the  claimants  entitled  to  the  beidb 
of  this  act  shall  be  lessened  in  proporlioatiienii: 
And  provided  qIso^  That  each  and  erery  pena, 
before  receiving  the  certificates  of  stock  uoreaii 
shall,  after  the  two  foregoing  pro?isoes  lure  bea 
read  to  him.  take  and  subscribe  the  foIlowiBgoiii 
viz :  ^  I.  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swe»r,ortlEnD,(s 
the  case  may  1^)  that  I  have  notjOorbisanj^ 
son  for  whose  interest  I  now  act,  eiliier  isajcti 
or  trustee,  or  as  executor,  admioistntor,orkeffal 
law,  done  and  performed  any  act,  which, bfik 
tenor  of  the  two  provisoes  I  hare  bevd  red  lost 
would  disqualify  me  from  receiriogtbe  iate* 
niiy  afforded  by  the  provisions  of  this  aci' 

Sec.  4.  AndheUJurihtrmuMll^^^^ 
certificates  of  stock  shall  be  receivabieiDpiifiMa 
of  the  public  lands,  to  be  sold  tfter  the  ible« 
such  certificates,  in  the  Mississippi  Terniitf: 
Provided,  That  on  every  hundred  doIUis  w  {| 
paid  for  such  land,  ninety-fire  dollinfhiilk 
receivable  in  said  certificates,  and  f re  doOsna 
cash:  Provided,  That  no  person  or  penoos  ma- 
ing  payment  for  lands  in  certificates  iwkim 
to  be  issued  by  this  act,  shall  be  «/«W  to  the 
discount  for  prompt  payment  nariltewed  by  law 
to  purchasers  of  public  land^. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  jurUur  csocted,  Thai  taa 
and  after  such  sufficient  releases  from  the  olpj 
ants  to  the  United  States  sbaU  be  lodpd  i|V 
office  of  Secretary  of  Suite,  as  is  hemobeW 
provided  in  this  act,  all  such  suo  or  sum* 
money  remaining  in  the  possessiooof  iheww 
of  Georgia,  which  may  hare  been  ^iei^j^L 
the  consideration  of  the  purchase  of  the  siidjw 
together  with  such  interest,  if  any  ibe«  •^J 
may  have  accrued  thereon,  shall  be  set  o«» 
paid  by  the  said  Commissioners  of  the  bW** 


Georgia,  in  part  payment  of  the  one  miiijMV 
hundred  and  fifty  thou:And  dollars,  stipoim 
be  paid  by  the  articles  of  ag^ wincni  "d  ciw 
between  the  United  States  and  ibc  »«»• 
Georgia.  ,  mt  rjtm 

Sec.  6.  And  be U  further  enodtd^Wm 
person  or  persons,  in  pursuance  of  tbe  y  "^ 
State  of  Georgia,  of  the  thirteenth  of  rem 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ^to^^y'^JR 
any  subsequent  act,  shall  hare  ^^^^^^Sl 
withdrawn  from  the  treasury  of  the  p^J* yji 
gia,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  wbiw  "■■  ^ 
paid  or  deposited  as  the  consideration  ot'iTJ 
chase  of  any  of  the  aforesaid  lands.  whwjFJ 
or  persons  at  the  time  of  receiving  or  fiuwj 
ing  said  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  a[orwaij.  ^ 
not  the  bona  fide  claimants  of  ^^^J^M 
purchase  of  which  said  money  bad  ^^^a 
deposited ;  or  if  such  person  or  Vf^^lr^, ' 
at  the  time  the  legal  title  vested  i»  «*'' 
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posiDg  the  title  of  QeorgU  to  have  been  Talid, 
every  such  person  or  persons  who  shall  hare  taken, 
reeeired,  or  withdrawn  the  money  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  have  had  ana 
received  the  same  to  ana  for  the  use  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  shall  be  and  hereby  are  declared 
to  be  h olden  and  liable  to  refund  and  pay  to  the 
United  States,  or  to  the  treasury  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  all  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money  so  had  and  received  as 
aforesaidj  with  legal  interest  from  the  time  he,  she 
or  they  so  received  the  same.  And  the  aforesaid 
eommissioners  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  fur- 
ther authorized  and  directed  to  examine  into  and 
investigate  all  cases  coming  within  the  purview 
of  this  section,  and  to  claim  such  sum  or  sums  of 
money  to  be  paid  to  the  United  States  as  to  them 
shall  appear  just  and  reasonable,  and  in  ckse  of 
refusal  to  pay  the  same,  to  direct  suits  to  be  com- 
menced for  the  recoverv  of  the  same,  in  such 
form  and  inanoer  as  shall  be  thought  most  advi- 
sable, making  plaintiff  or  complainant,  as  they 
iball  think  best,  either  the  United  States,  the 
claimants  whoshall  have  transferred  to  the  United 
States  their  right  of  action  against  the  aforesaid 
)ersoosy  or  the  State  of  Georgia  as  bailee  of  the 
aoney  so  taken,  received,  and  withdrawn  from 
he  treasury  of  the  said  State :  Provided^  That 
f  it  should  be  thought  advisable  to  institute  the 
Hits  for  the  recovery  of  the  moneys  aforesaid  in 
^e  name  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  or  of  its  proper 
fficers,  the  consent  thereto  from  the  proper  au- 
hority  of  the  State  of  Georgia  shall  be  nr^t  had 
lod  obtained  :  And  provided  alsOj  That  the  said 
iuiis  shall  be  conducted  at  the  proper  expense  of 
the  United  States. 

Sbo.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 
Is,  authorized  to  apply  to  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  for  all  such  vouchers  and  tes- 
imony,  within  the  archives  or  treasur]^  of  the 
ttid  State,  as  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  into 
dfect  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  when- 
ever the  legal  estate  in  any  of  the  said  lands  (sup- 
)09ipg  the  said  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
>f  deorgia  of  the  seventeenth  of  January,  seven- 
een  hundred  and  ninety-five,  had  been  valid  and 
effectual)  shall  be  vested  in  any  person  or  persons 
vho,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall 
>e  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  it  shall  be 
%wful  for  the  i^uardians  of  such  pecson  or  per* 
tons,  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the 
aspect! ve  States  in  which  such  person  or  persons 
ihall  reside,  to  execute  for  and  in  behalf  of  such 
person  or  persons,  and  deposite  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  the  re- 
lease, assignment,  and  power  mentioned  in  the 
irst  section  of  this  act ;  which  said  release,  as- 
signment, and  power,  so  executed  and  deposited 
ts  aforesaid,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  good  and 
effectual  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  that  in 
sase  of  femes  covert  claiming  lands  under  the  act, 
n  pretended  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia  aforesaid, 
passed  the  seventh  of  January,  seventeen  hundred 
ittd  ninety-five,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  husband 


and  wife  to  join  in  the  execution  of  the  release, 
signment,  and  transfer  mentioned  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act,.andthat  such  release,  assignment, 
and  transfer  shall  be  good  and  effectual  as  to  the 
interest  of  such  wife :  Provided^  That  the  release, 
assignment,  and  transfer,  executed  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  acknowledged  beforea  judge  or  justice  of  a 
court  of  record,  and  shall  have  the  attestation  of 
such  judge  or  justice,  certifying  that,  on  the  sep- 
arate examination  of  the  wife,  she  had  acknowl- 
edged that  she  had  freely  and  voluntarily  execa- 
ted  the  same. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
person  or  persons,  cfaiming  lands  under  the  afore- 
said act,  or  pretended  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
passed  January  seventh,  seventeen  hundred  and 
ninety-five,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  compromise 
and  make  settlement  of  all  such  claim  or  claims, 
in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  declared 
to  be,  exonerated  and  discharged  from  all  such 
claim  or  claims,  and  the  same  shall  be  forever 
barred ;  and  no  evidence  of  any  such  claim  or 
claims  shall  be  admitted  to  be  pleaded  or  allowed 
to  be  given  in  evidence  in  any  court  whatever 
against  any  grant  derived  from  the  United  States, 

Approved,  March  31, 1814. 


An  Act  aiaking  Eliiabeth  Ci^  Hm  poit  of  entry  and 
delivery  for  the  district  of  Camden,  ia  the  State  of 
North  Carolina. 

Be  it  enactedy  <^  That,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  June  next,  the  port  of  entry  and  de- 
livery establiehed  bylaw  at  Plankbridge,  on  Saw- 
yer's creek,  for  the  district  of  Camden,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina^  shall  be  abolished,  and 
the  town  of  Elizabeth  Ctty,  on  Pasquotank  rlvei^ 
shall  be  the  port  of  entry  and  delivery  for  the  said 
district;  and  the  collector  for  the  said  distriot 
shall,  from  the  said  first  day  of  June,  keep  his 
office  at  the  town  of  Klizabeth  City  aforesaid- 
Approved,  April  9, 1814. 

An  Act  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Courts  of 
the  United  States  within  ^e  State  of  New  York. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That,  for  the  mori  conve- 
nient transaction  of  Dusiness  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  within  the  State  of  Ne w  Y6rk,  the 
said  State  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  divided 
into  two  districts,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 
the  counties  of  Rensselaer,  Albany,  Schenectadyi 
Schoharie,  and  Delaware,  together  with  all  that 
part  of  the  said  State  lying  south  of  the  said 
above  mentioned  counties,  shall  compose  one  dis- 
trict, to  be  called  the  southern  district  of  New 
York;  and  all  the  remaining  part  of  the  said 
State  shall  compose  another  district,  to  be  called 
the  northern  district  of  New  York ;  and  that  the 
terms  of  the  district  court  in  the  said  southern 
district  shall  be  held  in  the  city  of  New  York,  at 
the  several  times  at  which  they  are  now  by  law 
directed  to  be  held  in  the  said  city ;  and  that  the 
terms  of  the  said  court  in  the  said  northern  dis- 
trict shall  be  held  at  the  several  times  and  placea 
at  which  they  are  now  by  law  directed  to  be  held 
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in  that  part  of  the  State  of  New  York  included 
in  the  said  norihern  district,  except  that  the  term 
of  the  said  court  now  holden  at  Geneva^  shall 
hereafter  be  held  at  the  village  of  Canandaigua. 

Sec.  2.  Afid  be  it  further  enacted^  That  Mat- 
thias B.  Tallmadge,  one  of  the  district  judges  of 
the  district  of  New  York,  be  and  he  is  hereby 
assigned  as  the  judge  to  hold  the  said  district 
court  in  the  said  northern  district  of  New  York, 
and  to  do  and  perform  all  the  duties  appertaining 
to  his  office  within  the  said  northern  district; 
and  that  William  P.  Van  Ness,  the  remaining 
district  judge  of  the  district  of  New  York,  be  and 
be  is  hereby  assigned  as  the  jud^e  to  hold  the 
said  court  in  the  said  southern  district  of  New 
York^  and  to  do  and  perform  all  the  duties  ap- 
pertaining to  his  said  office  within  t-he  said  south- 
ern district.  And  it  is  hereby  also  made  the  duty 
of  the  judge  of  the  said  southern  district  to  hold 
the  several  district  courts  hereinbefore  directed 
to  be  holden  in  the  said  northern  district,  in  case 
of  the  inability,  on  account  of  sickness  or  ab- 
sence, of  the  said  Matthias  B.  Tallmadge  to  hold 
the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  efiacted^  That  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  shall  be  held 
in  and  for  the  said  southern  district  of  New  York, 
at  the  city  of  New  York,  at  the  times  and  in  the 
manner  now  directed  by  law  to  be  held  in  and 
for  the  district  of  New  York ;  and  that  the  dis- 
trict court  in  the  said  northern  district  of  New 
York,  shall,  besides  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  a 
district  court,  have  jurisdiction  of  all  causes,  ex- 
cept of  appeals  and  writs  of  error  cognizable  by 
law  in  a  circuit  court,  and  shall  proceed  therein 
in  the  same  manner  as  a  circuit  court ;  and  writs 
of  error  shall  lie  from  decisions  therein  to  the  cir- 
cuit court  in  the  said  southern  district  of  New 
York,  in  the  same  manner  as  from  other  district 
courts  to  their  respective  circuit  courts. 

Approved,  April  9, 1814. 


An  Act  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri. 

Be  iUenactedf  ^c.  That  every  person  or  per- 
aonS|  or  the  le^al  representatives  of  any  person 
or  persons  claiming  lands  in  the  State  or  Lou- 
isiana, or  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  by  virtue  of 
any  incomplete  French  or  Spanish  grant  or  coq> 
cession,  or  any  warrant  or  order  of  survey,  which 
was  granted  prior  to  the  twentieth  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  for  lands  lying 
within  that  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  which 
composed  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans,  or  which 
was granted  for  lands  lying  within  the  Territory 
of  Missouri,  before  the  tenth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  and  where  the 
claimant,  or  the  person  under  whom  he  claims, 
were  resident  in  the  province  of  Louisiana  at  the 
respectives  times  aforesaid,  or  at  the  time  the  said 
concession,  warrant,  or  order  of  survey  was  grant- 
ed, and  whose  claims  have  been  filed  with  the 
proper  register  or  recorder  of  land  titles  accord* 
iDg  to  law,  and  are  embraced  in  the  report  of  the 
commissioners,  or  register,  or  recorder,  for  the 


district  within  which  the  lands  claimed  dok,ia 
every  case  where  it  shall  appear  by  the  ai4 re- 
port of  the  commissioners,  register,  or  recoria, 
that  the  concession,  warrant,  or  order  of  sarvef, 
under  which  the  claim  is  made,  contains  a  speckl 
location,  or  had  been  actuallr  located  or  sarvey«i 
within  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans  before  tk 
twentieth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  three,  or  actually  located  orsarvejed 
within  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  before  the  teaik 
day  of  Marci),  one  thousand  eig^hi  hundred  aad 
four,  by  a  surveyor  duly  authorized  by  the  Gov- 
ernment making  such  grant,  sach  persoas  shall 
be  and  they  are  nereby  confirmed  in  their  claios: 
Provided^  That  no  claim  shall  be  coofinned  by 
this  section  which  shall  have  beeo  adjudged^ 
either  of  the  boards  of  commissiooers,  or  a  regis- 
ter or  receiver  of  public  moneys,  or  a  reeordipr, 
acting  as  such,  to  be  antedated  or  otherwise frtod- 
ulent;  nor  any  one  to  claim  a  greater  qnaotity  of 
land  than  the  number  of  acres  contained  iaoM 
league  square,  nor  the  claim  of  aajr  person,  ia  kh 
own  right,  who  has  received,  in  his  own  right, a 
donation  grant  from  the  United  States,  io  saii 
State  or  Territory :  And  provided  cdtOj  That  oo 
confirmation  made  by  this  section  shall  affect  tke 
rights  of  any  person  claiming  the  same  lands  or 
any  part  thereof,  whose  claim  has  been  confirmed 
by  a  board  of  commissioners  for  ascertaining  and 
adjusting  claims  to  land  in  said  State  or  Terri- 
tory, nor  preclude  a  judicial  decision  between 
private  claimants  in  such  interfering  ekims. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enade^  Tbmi  every 
person  or  persons  claiming  lands  la  the  Aid  State 
or  Territory,  by  right  of  donation  nnder  any 
former  laws,  whose  claims  are  contained  ia  the  re- 
port of  any  of  the  boards  of  commissioners,  or  the 
report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  poUk 
moneys,  or  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles,  made, 
or  hereafter  to  be  made,  under  existing  laws^aod 
which  claims  shall  appear  by  the  said  reports  not 
to  have  been  confirmed,  merely  because  the  tiads 
claimed  were  not  inhabited  on  the  tweaticsheC 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  threes 
such  person  or  jiersons  shall  b^  and  they  are 
hereby  confirmed  in  their  respective  claims :  Pro- 
vided, That  in  every  other  respect  such  ckiav 
shall  be  embraced  by  the  provisions,  and  conform 
to  the  limitations  and  restrictions  prescribed  by 
former  laws  for  granting  the  right  of  donatioas 
fn  the  said  State  and  Territory. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shaB 
be  the  duty  of  the  several  refi^istcrs  of  the  laad 
offices,  and  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles;  ia  the 
State  or  Territory  aforesaid,  with  whom  the 
claims  in  their  respective  districts  have  been  ca- 
tered, which  are  confirmed  by  this  act,  ia  afi 
cases  where  the  land  has  not  been  surveyed  ac- 
cording to  law,  to  make  out,  for  the  principal 
deputy  surveyor  of  the  district  in  which  the  lui 
lies,  an  order  of  survey  for  each  tract  of  land  coa- 
firmed  under  this  act,  with  a  proper  descriptioa 
of  the  tracts  to  be  surveyed,  wherein  the  qnaatiif, 
locality,  boundaries,  and  connexion,  when  pracfi- 
cable,  with  each  other,  and  the  tracts  which  haiv 
been  heretofore  confirmed,  shall  be  stated;  W 
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on  the  retorn  of  the  ptat  of  sarvey,  or  where  ao 
order  of  sorrey  is  ooc  necessary,  the  said  register 
or  recorder  of  land  titles  shall,  on  application  for 
that  purpose,  make  out  for  each  claimant  entitled 
thereto  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  a  certificate 
of  eoDfirmation,  directed  to  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Qeaeral  Land  Office,  and  if  fit]  shall  appear 
to  the  satisfaction  of  said  commissioner,  that  snch 
[certificate  shall  hare  been  fairly  obtained  accord- 
ing to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act, 
then  and  in  that  case  patents  shall  m  granted  in 
like  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  other 
lands  of  the  Unitea  States.  And  the  said  regis* 
ter  or  recorder  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from 
the  person  applying  therefor,  where  he  shall  have 
oreviously  issued  an  order  of  survey,  for  such  or- 
ier  of  survey  and  certificate,  the  sum  of  one  dol- 
ar  anil  fifty  cents,  and  for  each  certificate,  with- 
mt  an  order  of  survey,  the  sum  of  one  dollar. 

8£o.  4.  And  he  itjuriker  enacted^  That  it  shall 
)e  the  duty  of  the  principal  deputy  survejror,  on 
eceiving  an  order  of  survey  from  the  register  or 
ecorder  of  land  titles,  and  the  surveying  fees 
rom  the  claimant,  which  shall  not  eiceed  three 
lollars  for  every  mile  to  be  surveyed  and  marked, 

0  survey  or  cause  to  be  surveyed,  under  the 
Ireetion  of  the  Surveyor  General,  or  surveyor  of 
be  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  the 
iveral  tracts  of  land  confirmed  by  this  act;  and 
be  said  principal  deputy  surveyor  shall  make  re* 
im  of  the  surveys  in  separate  plats  to  the  regis- 
IT  or  recorder  of  the  district  within  which  the 
ud  lies,  and  also  transmit  to  the  surveyor  gen- 
rtal,  or  surveyor  of  the  lands  south  of  the  State 
>f  Tennessee,  as  the  case  may  be,  a  plat  or  plats 
)f  the  surveys  directed  to  be  made  by  this  section, 
irho  shall  respectively  transmit  copies  thereof  to 
he  Commissioner  of  the  Gkaeral  Land  Office. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  Ujurther  enacted,  That  every 
»erson,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  every 
person,  who  has  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated 

1  tract  of  land  lying  in  that  part  of  the  State  of 
ijouisiana  which  composed  the  late  Territory  of 
>rleans,  or  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  which 
net  is  not  rightfully  claimed  by  any  other  per- 
on,  and  who  shall  not  have  removed  from  said 
State  or  Territory,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  right  of 
we-emptioQ  iu  the  purchase  thereof,  under  the 
ame  restrictions,  conditions,  provisions,  and  regu- 
ations,  in  every  respect,  as  is  directed  oy  the  act, 
NBtitled  ^'An  act  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption, 
n  the  purchase  ot  lands,  to  certain  settlers  in  the 
llinois  Territory,"  passed  February  fifth,  one 
iousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Approved,  April  12, 1814. 


kn  Act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  the  purpose  of 
•upplying  Georgetown  with  water. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c.  That  a  company  shall  be 
acorporated  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a 
copious  supply  of  i>ttre  water  into  Georgetown, 
[>i8Uict  of  Columbia,  and  that  the  capital  stock 
>f  said  companv  shall  consist  of  five  thousand 
shares  of  ten  dollars  each^  and  that  subscriptions 
lor  the  same  be  opened  in  Qeorgelowo  on  the 


third  Monday  in  May  next,  under  the  direction 
of  Henry  Foxall,  Daniel  Bussard,  Clement  Smith, 
John  Gossler,  John  Eliason,  William  Marbury, 
Thomas  Corcoran,  Washioffton  Bowie,  Thomas 
Robertson,  Ninian  Magruder,  Joel  Brown,  and 
William  Crawford,  commissioners,  or  a  majority 
of  them. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  commissioners,  after  giving  ten  days'  previous 
notice  in  two  newspapers  published  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  shall,  on  the  day  before  mentioned, 
proceed  to  receive  such  subscriptions,  but  no  per- 
son or  persons,  bodies  corporate,  or  otherwise, 
shall  be  nermitted  to  subscribe  on  the  first  day 
for  more  than  ten  shares;  and  if  the  whole  amount 
be  not  subscribed  on  the  first  day,  the  books  shall 
remain  open  on  the  second  day,  when  individuals 
or  bodies  corporate,  or  otherwise,  shall  subscribe 
for  double  the  number  allowed  on  the  first  day ; 
and  if  on  the  end  of  the  second  day  the  whole 
amount  of  shares  are  not  subscribed  for,  the  books 
are  to  be  closed,  and  the  said  commissioners  may 
at  any  time  receive  subscriptions  for  such  number 
of  shares  as  remain  unsubscribed  for:  Provided 
cUways,  That  if  the  subscriptions  shall,  on  the 
first  dav,  exceed  the  number  of  shares  hereinbe- 
fore  allowed,  then,  and  in  such  case,  the  said 
commissioners  are  nereby  authorized  and  directed, 
so  to  apportion  the  shares  subscribed  among  the 
several  subscribers,  by  such  proportional  reduc- 
tion as  may  reduce  the  whole  to  the  number 
allotted. 

Sac.  3,  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  conduct 
everv  operation  of  the  said  institution,  until  they 
shall  be  superseded  by  the  appointment  of  di- 
rectors. 

Sec  4.  And  U  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  one  dollar  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  commis- 
sioners  on  each  share  at  the  time  of  subscribing, 
and  the  remaining  nine  dollars  hy  inMalments, 
not  exceeding  two  dollars  at  each  instalment,  as 
may  be  required  by  the  president  and  directors 
to  be  appointed  in  the  mode  hereinafter  prescribed, 
on  giving  twentjr  days'  notice  in  two  newspapera 
printed  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  in  case 
of  failure  in  the  payment  of  all  or  any  part  of 
said  instalmenu  for  the  space  of  ten  days  after 
the  same  shall  have  become  payable,  every  share 
on  which  such  failure  shall  have  taken  place 
shall  be  forfeited  to  the  company. 

Sec.  5.  And  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sub- 
scribers  for  the  said  stock,  and  tneir  successors, 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  a 
body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  and  style 
of  Tne  Georgetowa  Water  Company,  and  by 
that  name  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  and 
shall  be  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead 
and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered,  de- 
fend and  be  defended,  in  all  courts  of  judicature 
or  elsewhere,  and  to  make  use  of  one  common 
seal,  and  the  same  to  alter  or  renew  at  their  nleaar 
ure,  and  generallv  to  do  and  perform  all  things 
relative  to  the  object  of  the  institution  which 
now  is  or  shall  be  lawful  for  any  indirldual  oc 
body  politic  or  corporate  to  do. 
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Sbo.  6.  And  he  it  fitriher  enacted^  That,  as 
aoon  as  three  thbosand  fthares  shall  be  snbsoribid, 
the  commiMioDers  hereby  authorized  to  receive 
Mibseriptioiis  roasr  call  a  meeting  of  the  stock* 
holders,  after  giYiog  not  less  four  weeks'  notice  in 
two  newspapers  pablished  in  the  District  of  Co- 
Inmbia;  and  the  stockholders  who  shall  so  as- 
semble in  conseqnedce  of  sucli  notice,  or  a)>pear 
by  prozv,  shall  choose  by  ballot  from  among  the 
stockholders,  by  a  plurality  of  rotes,  twelve  direct- 
ors, who  shall  continue  in  office  until  the  first 
Monday  in  April  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  wiiich  day  every  succeedinff  year 
thereafter  an  election  shall  be  held  for  twelve  di- 
rectors as  aforesaid,  who  shall  continue  in  office 
for  one  year  from  tne  time  of  their  election,  and 
until  others  be  chosen  in  their  stead;  and  the  said 
directors,  at  their  first  meeting,  shall  choose  from 
amongst  the  stockholders  a  president,  and  allow 
him  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his  services, 
who  shall  also  continue  in  office  for  one  year 
firom  the  time  of  his  election,  and  until  another  be 
chosen  in  his  stead;  and  in  case  of  death,  re- 
moval, resignation,  or  disqualification  in  any  Way 
of  the  president,  or  any  of  the  directors,  the  board 
may  elect  others  to  supply  their  place. 

8bo.  7.  And  be  U  furOier  enacted,  That,  in 
choosing  the  directors,  all  persons  or  bodies  poli- 
tic, holding  stock  in  the  said  company,  shall  vote 
agreeably  to  the  number  of  shares  they  may  hold, 
in  the  following  proportion,  that  is  to  say:  for  one 
share  and  not  exceeding  five  shares,  one  vote 
each ;  for  every  tWo  shares  above  five  and  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-five,  one  rote;  for  every  five 
shares  above  twenty-fite  and  not  exceeding  Qfty, 
one  vote;  but  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
more  than  twenty  votes. 

Bfeo.  8.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted,  That  the 
said  president  and  directors  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority  to  make  all  by-laws,  rules,  and 
regulations,  for  the  well-ordering  and  conducting 
of  the  business  of  the  company,  and  such  by-Iaws, 
rules,  and  regulations,  to  alter,  change,  and  annul, 
at  their  pleasure;  but  every  such  by-law,  rule,  or 
regulation,  may  be  altered  or  repealed  by  the 
stockholders  at  a  general  meeting,  to  be  called 
for  that  purpose  by  any  ten  or  more  stockholders: 
Premdtd,  That  there  be  present  at  6nch  meeting, 
atockholders  holding  more  than  one-half  of  the 
said  stock,  or  their  proxies,  and  that  four  weeks' 
previous  notice  be  given,  in  two  newspapers  print- 
ed in  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  such  meeting, 
and  of  the  alteration  or  repeal  intended  to  be  pro- 
posed thereat. 

Sao.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
^id  president  and  directors  shall  have  power  to 
appoint,  and  remove  at  their  pleasure,  all  clerks, 
superintendents,  agents,  or  other  officers,  neces- 
sary for  carrying  on  the  busine^  oi  the  said  com- 
pany, to  dispose  of  its  funds  or  property  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  directed,  and  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  said  company  to  pay  the  compensation  of 
all  such  agents,  superintendents,  clerks,  or  officers, 
to  make  such  contracts,  purchases,  or  agreements, 
Ofallsoeh  matters  and  things,  in  behalf  of  the 
laid  company,  and  of  aU  such  privileges,  permis- 


sions, rights,  and  advantages  of  every  )aaiiaA 
nature  whatever,  as  they  shall  jadge  necfaary 
for  completing  in  an  effectual  snd  proper  ohbis 
the  introduction,  distribotion,  and  supply  of  wsier 
to  Georgetown,  District  of  Colambia,  with  tsy 
individual  companies,  firms,  or  eorpcmitioBs, isd 
to  use  and  dispbse  of  any  surplus  water  to  ibe 
best  interest  and  advantage  of  the  said  eonpnj, 
and  ail  other  contracts  to  reseiDd.  alter,  id>ridgi^ 
and  enlarge,  with  eonsent  of  the  parties  thimi 
respectively ;  and  to  lease,  sell,  convey,  Irsnafe; 
and  bind  by  their  contracts,  deeds  and  milium^ 
under  the  hand  of  the  president  aid  the  seal  sf 
the  company,  all. the  property,  estate,  eoouua 
stock,  and  joint  funds  of  the  said  eompaay,  sab^ 
jeet  to  the  ratification  of  the  stockholden,  or  t 
majority  of  them,  at  some  general  meeting,  if  tbs 
value  of  the  matter  ia  question  shall  exceed  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars,  but  not  the  persons  orsqa- 
rate  property  of  themselres,  ot  aiiy  of  tJrie  aeek- 
holders. 

Sac.  10.  And  be  itjwiker  enmded,  That  the 
said  corporation  may  purchase  and  held,  ia  fee 
simple  or  otherwise,  all  soch  lands  and  real  et> 
tates  saitable  for  the  erection  of  theaeceswf 
works^  and  that  may  be  necessary,  in  whofe  or  ii 
part;  tor  the  proper  aecomjiliahnient  of  their  mf^ 
dertaking,  as  they  shall  adjudge  proper,  and  ik 
that  purpose  may  direct  from  the  usoai  coarse,  al 
such  place  or  places  as  they  shall  think  fit,  ny 
stream  or  streams  of  water  wfaicii  they  may  thiak 
suitable  for  the  purpose,  or  any  part  or  puis 
thereof,  on  the  said  corporation's  &st  otaiaiag 
the  consent  of  all  persons  haTingaay  ri|ht  oc  in- 
terest in  the  stream  or  streams  so  lo  be  Aivened  m 
whole  or  in  part,  or  in  the  lands  through  which 
such  stream  or  streams  may  be  intended  to  po^ 
after  beiig  so  diverted;  and  the  said  corporatiSI 
shall  have  foil  power  and  authority  to  make  wd 
lay  conduits  or  tunnels  for  the  conveyance  of  iki 
said  water,  under  and  along  any  pubiie  highmyj 
or  any  street  or  streets,  lane,  or  lanes,  allcf  or 
alleys,  of  Georgetown,  District  <tf  Colambia,  kl 
the  purpose  oi  conveying  and  distrtbatiag  the 
said  water,  and  the  said  conduits  or  tunneb  £ns 
time  to  time  to  renew  and  repair,  and,  finr  sock 
purposes,  to  dig,  break  up  and  open,  at  their  oaa 
expense,  all  or  any  part  of  such  highways,  stres^ 
lanes,  and  alleys,  and  of  the  middle  or^ 
ment  thereof,  leaving  at  all  times  a  sac 

sifge way  for  carriages,  horse  and  foot  ^ „ 

and-  restoring  forthwith  to  their  former  oonditioa 
all  such  highways,  streets,  lanes,  and  alleys,  aai 
the  pavements  thereof,  as  may  be  at  any  time« 
dug,  opened,  or  taken  np. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  jwiher  enacted^  That  lit 
corporation  shall  have  full  power  and  anthoiiff 
to  establish  reservoin  and  public  fbonlaias  il 
such  parts  of  the  streets  and  squares  of  the  aid 
town  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  lo  graat » 
all  persons  whomsoever,  and  to  all  bodies  peiiiiB 
and  corporate,  the  privilege  of  nshig  the  nak 
water  so  to  be  introduced,  in  sneh  manner,  and  si 
such  terms  and  conditions,  and  ia  each  qnaaiititf 
respectively,  as  they  shall  think  fit;  and  die  saif 
water  so  to  be  introdoeed,  to^^itiier  with  ali  lai^ 
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%  canals,  tunnels,  engines,  bcrildinffs,  and  ma<- 
le^,  whatever,  to  be  by  them  made  and  used 
the  purpose  of  introducingf  raising,  and  dis- 
ttting  the  said  water,  to  hold  to  them,  their 
sessors,  and  grantees,  lore? er;  as  their  sole  and 
lasive  property. 

Iec.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
fNMtitioD  aforesaid  shall  insert,  or  grant  per- 
sion  to  the  corporation  of  Georgetown,  Dis- 
t  of  Columbia,  to  insert,  and  repair  at  the  ex- 
se  of  the  town,  snch  a  number  of  fire  plugs  as 
hem  shall  appear  necessary^  into  the  pipes  used 
convey  the  water  through  the  streets  thereof, 
»e  used  only  in  case  of  fire,  hot 'free  from  any 
rge  for  a  supply  of  water. 
(EC.  13.  And  he  U  farther  enacted,  That  it 

II  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  president  and 
fetors  to  call  and  demand  from  the  said  sub- 
hers,  respectively,  all  such  sums  of  money  by 
m  subscribed,  in  instalments,  not  exceeding 
» dollars  each,  under  pain  of  forfeiture  of  their 
res^  and  of  all  previous  payments  thereon,  to 
said  president,  directors  and  company :  Pro- 
td,  That  no  such  demand  shall  be  made  with- 

twenty  days'  previous  notice  being  given  in 
» newspapers  of  the  District  of  Columbia :  And 
vided  alio,  That  not  more  than  one  such  pay- 
Dt  shall  be  called  for  or  required  in  any  term 
hree  months. 

Iec.  14.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  any 
l^  action,  or  complaint,  by  the  said  corporation, 
iinst  any  person  br  persons  whomsoever,  on  ac- 
mt  oL  or  grounded  on,  a  trespass  or  Injury 
le  to  the  said  works,  or  any  tunnels,  conduits, 
lals,  water-courses,  mound,  plug,  cock,  reser- 
r,  dyke,  engine,  machine  or  thing,  appertain- 
to  the  same,  shall,  in  every  instance,  be  held 
I  deemed  as  transitory  in  its  nature,  and  may 
brought,  sustained,  and  tried,  in  anv  court  in 
I  district  having  jurisdiction  in  such  like  cases. 
Jec.  15.  And  be  U further  enacted,  That  if  any 
son  shall  wilfully  pollute  the  said  water,  he- 
sen  the  pumping  house  of  said  company  and 
vrgetown^  District  of  Columbia,  by  throwing 
r  dead  animals  or  other  impure  substances  into 
same,  or  by  swimming,  bathing,  or  washing 
mselves,  or  by  washing  clothes,  or  skins  of  any 
:d  animals,  or  other  impure  things  therein, -or 
erecting  any  necessary  or  other  nuisance  so 
it  the  said  water  as  to  pollute  the  same,  the 
son  or  persons  so  ofiending  shall  forfeit  and 
f  to  the  said  Conapany  a  sum  not  eiceeding 
enty  dollars  for  ereij  such  offence,  to  be  re- 
rered  by  warrant,  berore  any  magistrate  of  the 
trict  or  county  of  Washington,  and  shall  be 
fged  to  remove  the  said  nuisance,  or  forfeit  and 
f  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  for  every  day  the  same 

III  continue,  to  the  use  of  the  corfraration  of 
•rgetown.  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  recovered 
action  of  debt  at  the  suit  of  the  United  States. 
3Be.  16.  And  be  it  fiaiker  enacted,  That  it 
ill  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  corporation  to  enter 
0  any  negotiation  on  bills  or  notes,  nor  to  deal 
eccbange,  discount,  or  other  commercial  or 
iking  operation,  or  other  business,  in  their  cor- 
rate  capacity,  otbet  thmi  to  vest  their  capital  in 


stocks  of  chartered  companies,  or  In  public  secu- 
rities, or  to  borrow  money  as  may  be  found  ne- 
cessary for  the  carrying  on  the  works  proposed : 
and  dividends  of  the  profits  of  the  stock  shall  be 
annually  made,  reserving  only,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  directors,  such  proportion  as  they,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  stockholders,  shall  deem  sufficient  and 
necessary  to  promote  or  attain  the  object  of  this 
incorporation;  and  if  the  said  corporation  shall 
not  carry  into  effect  the  intentions  of  this  act 
within  two  years  from  the  passage  thereof,  in  that 
case  all  the  powers  hereby  vested  in  them  shall 
cease  and  determine. 
Approved,  April  13, 1814. 


An  Act  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  laying  am 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vesselfl  in  the  ports  add 
harbors  of  the  United  8tates,'^nd  so  mach  of  any 
act  or  acts  as  prohibit  the  importation  of  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  produosy  or 
manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any 
of  the  colonies  or  dependencies  thereof,  or  of  any  placel 
or  country  in  the  actual  possession  of  Great  BritailL 

Be  it  enacted  fc,  That  the  act  entitled  ''An  ad 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,"  passed  on 
the  seventeenth  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed:  Provided,  That  all  penalties 
and  forfeitures  which  have  been  incurred  under 
the  said  act,  shall  be  recovered  and  distributed,  and 
may  be  mitigated  or  remitted,  in  like  manner  a^ 
if  the  said  act  had  continued  in  full  force  and 
virtue. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  any  act  or  acts  as  prohibits  the  importation  of 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
or  any  of  the  colonies  or  dependencies  thereof)  or 
of  any  place  or  country  in  the  actual  possession  of 
Great  Britain,  and  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as 
prohibits  importation  into  the  United  States  or 
the  Territories  thereof,  in  neutral  ships  or  vessels, 
from  any  port  or  place  situated  in  Great  Britain 
or  Ireland,  or  in  any  of  the  colonies  or  dependen- 
cies of  Great  Britain,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed :  Provided,  That  all  fines,  penalties,  ana 
forfeitures,  incurred  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  or 
acts,  shall  be  recovered  and  distributed,  and  may 
be  mitigated  or  remitted,  in  like  manner  as  if  the 
same  had  continued  in  full  force  and  virtue:  And 
provided  aleo,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  authorize  or  permit  the  im- 
portation of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  of  any 
article,  the  property  of,  or  belonging  at  the  time 
of  such  importation  to  the  enemy  or  enemies  of 
the  United  States. 

Approved,  April  14, 1814. 


An  Aet  declaring  die  assent  of  Coagress  to  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  TtntamtHf, 
therein  mentioned* 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c.  That  the  assent  of  Conmee 
is  hereby  given  and  declared  to  an  act  of  the  Gett- 
ersl  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Teonetaee,  entitle 
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''An  act  to  provide  for  the  more  equal  aod  equita- 
ble apportionment  of  the  direct  tax,  laid  upon 
the  State  of  Tennessee  by  an  act  of  the  Conj[[ress 
of  the  United  States  at  tbe  last  session,  among 
th^  counties  in  this  State:"  Providid^  That  if 
all  the  principal  assessors  shall  not  have  been  ap- 
pointed prior  to  the  first  day  of  February  last 
past,  that  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  principal  as- 
sessors, in  the  respective  assessment  districts, 
ahall  suspend  the  delivery  of  the  tax  lists  to  the 
respective  collectors  for  one  month  after  the  time 
allowed  for  the  last  appointed  assessor  to  complete 
the  assessments  and  make  out  his  tax  lists^  to  be 
delivered  to  the  collector;  during  which  time  of 
one  month,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several 
principal  assessors  to  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  the  above  described  act  of  the  General  Assem* 
biy  of  the  State  of  Tennesse* 

Sec.  2.  And  be  Ufuriher  enacted.  That  it  shall 
ht  the  duty  of  the  principal  assessor  last  appointed, 
to  give  at  least  one  month's  notice  to  the  other 
principal  assessors,  by  publication  in  the  news- 
papers published  at  Nashville,  Knoxville,  and 
Hawkins  court-house,  of  the  time  of  meeting  at 
the  seat  of  Gk>vernment  of  &aid  State  to  make  the 
appointments  aforesaid,  which  time  of  meeting 
snail  be  at  least  twenty  days  before  the  period  at 
which  the  principal  assessor  last  appointed  will 
be  required  to  deliver  his  tax  lists  to  his  principal 
collector 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  all 
the  principal  assessors  should  not  attend  at  the 
time  notified  as  aforesaid,  that  then,  and  in  that 
case,  those  that  do  attend  shall  proceed  to  make 
an  apportionment  for  their  respective  districts, 
by  making  the  quota  of  each  county  bear  the 
same  proportion  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
direct  tax  already  apportioned  among  the  several 
counties  of  their  respective  districts,  by  the  act 
of  Congress  passed  at  the  last  session,  that  the 
assessed  value  of  the  property  of  each  county 
bears  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  assessed 
▼alueofthe  property  of  all  the  counties  in  the 
districts  of  those  who  do  attend. 

Sec.  4.  Andbeitjtirtherenaciedj  That  if  any 
one  or  more  of  the  principal  assessors  shallfail  to 
attend  and  perform  the  duties  enjoined  by  the 
provisions  of  this  act.  and  the  act  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  which  is  herein  referred  to,  that  then, 
in  that  case,  such  principal  assessors  shall  imme- 
diately afterwards  proceed  to  make  out  tax  lists, 
and  the  tax  shall  be  collected  in  their  respective 
districts  in  tbe  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had 
not  been  passed. 

Approved,  April  14, 1814. 

An  Act  authorising  an  augmentation  of  the  Marine 
Corps,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,^e^  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause 
the  marine  corps,  In  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  augmented  by  the  appointment  and 
enlistment  of  not  exceeding  one  major,  fourteen 
captains,  twelve  first  lieutenants,  twenty  second 
lieutenants,  sixty-one  sergeants|  torty-two  drums 
and  fifes)  and  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  privates, 


who  shall  be  respectively  allowed  the  saott|i|, 
bounty,  clothing,  and  rations,  and  shall  be  fA- 
ployed  under  the  same  rules  and  regalaiioai tt 
which  tbe  said  marine  corps  are  or  shall  beet* 
titled  and  subject. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  tk 
adjutant,  paymaster,  and  quartermaster  of  ik 
marine  corps,  may  be  taken  either  from  theliatof 
captains  or  subalterns;  and  the  said  officers  shall 
respectively  receive  thirty  dollars  per  moalh,  ia 
addition  to  their  pay  in  the  line,  in  foil  of  afi 
emoluments. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  aod  he  is  herebj, 
authorized  to  confer  brevet  rank  on  such  offieen 
of  the  marine  corps  as  shall  distinguish  themselrei 
by  gallant  actions  or  meritorious  conduct,  or  vko 
shall  have  served  ten  years  in  any  grade:  Prv- 
videdf  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  lie  lo 
construe^  as  to  entitle  officers  so  brevetted  touy 
additional  payor  emoluments,  except  when  eon- 
manding  separate  stations  or  detachments,  whca 
they  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  the  same  pay 
and  emoluments,  which  officers  of  thesamegniii 
are  now  or  hereafter  may  be  allowed  by  law. 

Sec.  4  And  be  it  Jiarther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Siaie^ 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  any  of  the 
officers  authorized  by  this  act;  which  appoiat* 
ments  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  their 
next  session,  for  their  advice  and  con5ent. 

Sec  5.  And  beit further  enacted^  ThatiisAatf 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  XJuiiei  Sutes, 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  ail  or  any 
of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  authorized  by  existing 
laws ;  which  appointments  shall  be  submitted  is 
the  Senate  at  their  next  session,  {ot  their  adriee 
and  consent. 

Approved,  April  16,  1814. 

An  Act  authorising  the  appointment  of  certain  offisn 

for  the  flotilla 


Be  it  enacted^  fc,  That  the  PresideDt  at  tk 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  hf 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sett^ 
to  appoint  four  captains  and  twelve  lieaienaali, 
to  be  employed  in  the  flotilla  service  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  without  rank  in  the  Navy,  but  wiA 
the  same  relative  rank  and  authority  in  thefls' 
tilla  service  as  officers  of  the  same  grade  are  ca- 
titled  to  in  the  Navf  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  ik 
said  captains  shall  receive  the  pay  and  subsistence 
of  a  captain  in  the  Navy  commanding  a  shipef 
twenty  and  under  thirty-two  gans,  ana  the  liM- 
tenants  the  same  pay  and  subsistence  as  offieen 
of  the  same  rank  are  entitled  to  in  the  Navyaf 
the  United  States,  and  shall  be  governed  by  tk 
rules  and  regulations  provided  for  the 
of  the  Nary. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it^ 

be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  8tB» 
to  appoint,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  any  of  ik 
officers  authorized  by  this  act,  which  appoiotiaeia 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  their  nctf 
session.    [Approved,  April  16, 1814. 
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ot  to  roTive  and  cootiauo  ia  ibrc«  "An  act  da- 
ring the  assent  of  CongraM  to  certain  acta  of  the 
.tea  of  Maryland  and  Georgia." 

'■  a  enacted,  ^,  That  the  act  which  pasaed 
leveoteeoth  daf  of  March,  in  the  year  one 
land  eight  hundred,  emitted  ^Aa  act  declsr- 
he  assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the 
is  of  Maryland  and  Georgia,"  he,  and  the  same 
ireby,  revived  and  continued  in  force  until 
hird  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
and  twenty-two :.  Provided,  That  nothing 
a  contained  shall  authorize  the  demand  of  a 
on  tonnage,  on  vessels  propelled  by  steam, 
oyed  in  the  transportation  of  passengers. 
)pro7ed,  April  16,  1814. 


kCt  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  Illinois 
Territory,  and  providing  for  their  location. 

i  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  decisions  made  by 
commissioners  (appointed  in  pursuance  of 
ct,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the  revision  of  former 
rraatioos,  and  for  confirming  certain  claims 
nd  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskie,"  passed  the 
itieth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
Ired  and  twelve)  where  such  decisions  were  in 
r  of  the  claims,  and  where  the  commissioners 
)  reported  specially  and  have  not  rejected  the 
ns;  all  such  claims  as  entered  in  their  report 
e  Secretary  of.  the  Treasury,  bearing  date  the 
ih  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
and  thirteen,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
irmed. 

£c,  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the 
ns  contained  in  a  list  transmitted  to  the  Sec- 
ry  of  the  Treasury  by  Michael  Jones,  one  of 
commissioners  aforesaid,  bearing  date  the 
teenth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
Iced  and  thirteen,  shall  be  and  the  same  here- 
ire  confirmed :  Provided,  That  any  person 

may  have  received  a  militia  right,  shall  not 
ive  in  addition  thereto  more  than  three  bun- 

acres  of  land  by  virtue  of  this  section;  and 
all  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
eral  Land  Office  to  enter  the  list  aforesaid  of 
rd  in  his  office :  And  provided,  cUao,  That 
ling  in  this  act  shall  prevent  or  bar  a  judicial 
sion  between  persons  claiming  the  same  origi- 
titie  or  claim. 

Bc.  3.  And  be  it  farther  encu:ted,  That  all 
;  tract  of  land  included  within  the  following 
ndary,  viz:  beginning  at  the  township  line 
rest. to  and  above  the  mouth  of  Big  Muddy 
\r,  on  the  Mississippi  river ;  thence  east  to  the 
I'dian  line  running  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio 
»r  I  thence  north  with  the  said  meridian  line 
he  north  boundary  lines  of  township  number 
I  north;  thence  west  to  the  Mississippi  river ; 
ice  down  the  same  to  the  beginnings  shall  be, 

the  same  hereby  is,  reserved  and  set  apart  to 
sfy  the  unlucated  claims  of  persons  to  land 
Clin  the  Illinois  Territory  confirmed  to  them 
etofore  or  by  ihiu  act. 

Ibo.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  any 
son  or  persons  residing  within  tne  tract  re- 
red  by  this  act,  and  who  had  actually  culti- 


vated or  improved  any  tract  of  land  therein,  be- 
fore the  fifth  dajr  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  not  rightfully  claimed  by 
any  other  person,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pre-emp- 
tion in  the  purchase  of  such  tract  of  land  inclu- 
ding the  improvement:  Provided,  That  the  pur- 
chaser shall  not  enter  less  than  one  quarter  section 
or  more  than  one  section ;  and  any  person  claim- 
ing a  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  under  this  act, 
who  may  be  the  owner  of  any  unlocated  confirm- 
ed claim  which  may  be  located  within  the  tract 
aforesaid,  shall  be,  and^  hereby,  authorized  to 
deliver  to  the  receiver  of  public  money  for  the 
district  within  which  the  land  lies,  the  evidences 
of  his  or  their  claim,  which  shall  be  received  as 
payment  for  the  quantity  of  land  such  person  or 
persons  would  have  been  entitled  to  locate  by  vir- 
tue thereof ;  and  in  all  cases  where  the  land  pur- 
chased shall  not  be  completely  paid  for  by  the 
evidences  of  confirmed  claims^  the  residue  of  the 
land  shall  be  paid  for  at  the  same  price,  in  the 
same  manner,  under  the  same  restrictions,  and 
liable  to  the  same  forfeiture  as  other  public  lands 
sold  at  private  sale. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  Kaskaskia,  to  j^ive  notice  that  all 
persons  entitled  to  a  pre-emption  in  the  purchase 
of  any  tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  may 
make  such  purchase  on  application  to  him  at  his 
office  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  next ; 
and  any  person  failing  or  refusing  to  enter  with 
the  register  of  the  land  office  the  land  by  such 
penfon  improved,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
October  next,  shall  lose  the  right  of  pre-emption 
given  by  this  act. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  after 
the  first  day  of  October  next,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  person  or  persons  being  the  owner  of  any 
unlocated  confirmed  claim,  to  enter  with  the  re- 
gister of  the  land  office  for  the  Kaskaskia  district, 
any  quantity  of  land  within  the  reserved  tract 
aforesaid,  not  exceeding  one  quarter  section  more 
than  the  quantity  of  acres  contained  in  his  claim 
or  claims,  and  to  deliver  to  the  receiver  of  public 
money  the  evidence  of  his  claim,  which  shall  be 
received  in  payment  for  the  number  of  acres  spe- 
cified therein,  and  the  residue  of  the  land  thus 
entered  which  may  exceed  the  amount  of  con- 
firmed claims  thus  paid  in,  shall  be  paid  for  at 
the  same  price  and  in  like  manner  as  the  other 
public  lands  of  the  United  States  sold  at  private 
sale.  And  if  two  or  more  persons  shall  make 
applications  at  the  same  time  time  to  enter  the 
same  tract  or  tracts  of  land,  the  priority  of  right 
to  enter  shall  be  decided  by  lot  in  the  presence  of 
the  register  of  the  land  office ;  and  any  person  or 
persons  failing  or  refusing  to  enter  or  locate  his 
claim  within  the  reserved  tract  aforesaid,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  this  aet^  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  May.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  shall  iorieit  all  right  or  claim  against  the 
United  States,  derived  from  confirmations  under 
this  act  or  any  former  law. 

Ssc.7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  regiiiter  of  the  land  office  for 
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the  Kaskatkift  district,  to  mtke  out  a  certificate 
of  eonfirniatioti  to  each  person  whose  claim  or 
claims  are  confirmed  bv  this  act.  or  by  any  for- 
mer law,  withtD  the  Territory  of  Illinois ;  and 
80ch  certificate  shall  specify  the  qnantity  of  land 
confirmed  to  the  holder  thereof  and  shall  be  suf- 
ficient eridence  of  claim,  within  the  meaning  of 
this  act,  to  entitle  the  owner  or  holder  thereof  to 
a  credit  with  the  receirer  of  public  moneys,  for 
the  quantity  of  land  mentioned  in  such  certifi> 
cate,  within  the  reserved^ract  aforesaid ;  and  the 
register  of  the  land  office  shall  receive  the  sum 
of  seventy«fi7e  cents  from  the  person  demanding 
and  receiving  such  certificate. 

8£c.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  pat- 
ents shall  be  obtained  for  lands  entered  under 
this  act,  in  the  reserved  tract  aforesaid,  in  the 
same  manner  and  on  the  same  terms  as  are  pro- 
vided by  law  for  other  public  lands  of  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  April  16, 1814. 


An  Act  directing  the  disposition  of  money  paid  into 
the  Courts  of  the  ITnited  8utes. 

Be  it  enactedj  ^c^  That^  upon  the  payment  of 
any  money  into  any  district  or  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States,  to  abide  the  order  of  the  court, 
the  same  shall  be  deposited  in  such  incorporated 
bank  as  the  court  may  designate,  and  there  re- 
main till  it  shall  be  decided  to  whom  it  of  rieht 
belongs :  Provided,  That  if  in  any  judicial  dis- 
trict there  shall  be  no  incorporated  iMink,  the  court 
may  direct  such  money  to  be  deposited  according 
to  Its  discretion:  Provided,  also,  That  nothing 
herein  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  delivery 
of  any  such  money  upon  secoritv.  according  to 
agreement  of  parties,  under  the  direction  of  the 
court. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  granting  pensions  to  the  oflicers  and  seamen 
serving  on  board  the  reTsnue  cutters  in  certain 


Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  officers  and  sea- 
men of  the  revenue  cutters  of  the  United  States, 
who  have  been  or  may  be  wounded  or  disabled  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duty  whilst  co-operating 
with  the  navy,  by  order  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States^  shall  be  entitled  to  be  placed  on 
the  navy  pension  list,  at  the  same  rate  of  pension, 
and  under  the  same  regulations  and  restrictions 
as  are  now  provided  by  law  for  the  officers  and 
seamen  of  toe  navy. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  fixing  tiie  time  lor  Ae  next  meeting  of  Con- 


Beit  enacted,  ^c,  That,  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  present  session,  the  next  meeting  of  Con* 
gress  shall  be  on  the  last  Monday  in  October 
next. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 


Ah  Act  fixing  the  sdiry  of  tftie  F«^1lnMersriil^ 
my  of  die  United  Stsfea,  and  sfflowmt  i  «ak 
the  employment  of  additional  elerka  in  ]iisafis,lr 
the  year  one  thonsand  «^t  fawwdred  md  tortm, 
and  providing  for  the  appointaent  of  AsaslmiDii> 
trict  Paymasteis. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  in  lien  of  the  monlif 
compensation  now  allowed  by  law  to  the  Pij^ 
master  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Sutei,  ■ 
shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  two  thoiuai 
dollars,  to  be  paid  quarter  rearly  at  the  Treasorf 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  conameoee  oa  the 
first  day  of  January  last ;  and  that)  in  additioi  n 
the  amount  already  allowed  by  law  for  elerk  liiie 
in  the  office  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Armf  of 
the  United  States,  there  shall  be  allowed  the  te- 
ther sum  of  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  fortf* 
seven  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  employiif  le- 
ditional  clerks  in,  and  for  contingent  expeoieiof 
his  office  for  the  present  year,  to  be  paid  o«tof 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  a|^ 
priated. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  An 
President  of  the  United  States  be  and  he  is  bat* 
by  authorized,  by  and  with  the  advice  andeofr 
sent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  so  many  assisfirit 
district  paymasters,  not  exceeding  thirty,  as  tie 
public  service  may,  in  his  opinion,  require:  Fn- 
mded,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sun 
shall  have  power  to  appoint  any  officer  aot&of' 
ized  by  this  act  during  the  recess  of  the  Seuie, 
to  be  submitted  to  them  for  their  witice sad eotr 
sent,  at  their  next  session. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  it  4iaU 
be  the  doty  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  ifr 
der  the  direction  of  ihe  War  Department  M 
make  all  disbursements  of  money  within  itat 
department  to  the  district  paymasters,  and  toii> 
just,  state,  and  exhibit  their  several  accooDti.M^ 
cording  to  such  forms,  and  within  such  periodic 
shall  be  prescribed  for  that  purpose  by  tbeTte- 
ury  Department. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,tsw* 
cure  the  regular  and  punctual  payment  of  tk 
troops,  the  district  paymasters  shall  examine lil 
transmit  to  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  tbe» 
counts  and  vouchers  for  all  disbursements  whid 
have  been  made  by  them  to  the  troops  of  Ai 
army  or  district  where  they  shall  be  statisnrfl 
as  soon  as  the  first  payment  shall  have  bat 
made,  and  accompany  the  same  with  anestintf 
for  the  next  payment ;  which  accounts  and 
mates  shall  be  regularly  transmitted,  that 
ments  may  be  made  and  competent  funds . 
ted:  Provided  also.  That  the  said  district « 
assistant  paymasters  shall  make  payments  isdl;- 
militia  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  "^ 
required  by  the  Secretary  of  War  or  the 
master  of  the  Army. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  i 
sistant  district  paymasters  shall  receive  the 
and  emolnments  of  a  captain  of  infatttry.  and 
age  for  one  horse. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.,  Tbatthedr 
trict  and  assistant  district  paymasters  shall  *^ 
rally  give  bonds,  with  good  and  safficientaa^ 
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e  United  States^  for  the  iattbfal  pn'ftmrnMuiecf 
leir  duties,  in  such  sums  as  shall  be  required 
le  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  under  the  dir^c- 
of  the  Wur  Department,  and  shall  be  subject 
e  rules  and  articles  of  war. 
io«  7.  And  he  itjurther  enacied^  That  this  act 
eoniioue  in  force  until  the  termination  of  the 
in  which  the  United  States  are  now  eo^^ged 
Cfce  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
nd,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  for  one 
thereafter,  and  no  longer. 
^OTed,  April  18, 1814. 


itt  to  anthoriie  the  Secretaiy  of  State  to  fiqoldate 
certain  claims  therein  mentioned. 

I  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
ad  he  is  hereby  directed  to  liquidate,  accord- 
to  principles  of  justice  and  equity,  all  the 
IS  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  province  of 
t  Florida,  now  incladed  within  the  limits  of 
State  of  Louisiana,  or  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
y,  for  advances  by  them  made  for  the  use  and 
fit  of  the  United  States  prior  to,  and  sincC)  the 
ig  of  possession  of  the  said  portion  of  the  said 
province  of  West  Florida  by  the  United 
es. 
pproTed,  April  18, 1814. 


Let  anthorizing  a  subscription  for  the  laws  of  the 
rnlted  States,  and  for  the  distribution  thereof. 

V  it  enacted^  ^.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
artment  of  State  be.  and  he  hereby  is.  author- 
and  directed  to  subscribe,  on  behalf  of  the 
:ed  States,  for  one  thousand  copies  of  the  edi- 
of  the  laws  thereof,  proposed  to  be  printed 
published  by  John  Bioren  and  W.  John 
ne,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  Roger 
^Teightman,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  upon 
t  terms  as  he  may  deem  reasonable,  not  ez- 
ing  fifteen  dollars  per  copy :  Provided^  That 
publication  shall  contain  an  edition  of  the 
( of  the  United  States,  the  Declaration  of  In- 
fudeoce,  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and 
Constitution  thereof,  and  the  Treaties  and 
ventions  made  between  the  United  States 
foreign  nations  and  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
it  shall  be  comprised  in  four  volumes,  royal 
TO,  and  shall  include  the  laws  passed  at  the 
ent  session  of  Congress,  and  that  all  laws  re- 
tg  entirely  to  the  District  of  Columbia  shall 
izclttded  therefrom :  And  provided  further^ 
I  the  said  edition  shall  be  executed  on  a  plan, 
in  a  manner,  that  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
retary  of  State  and  the  Attorney  General  of 
United  States,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  direct 
\/t  aoU  shall  be  printed  by  title  only.  And  the 
retary  of  State  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
ed to  appoint  a  com{|etent  person  to  prepare 
I  edition  for  publication,  and  to  superintend 
•ame  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
te  and  the  Attorney  Qeneral.  who  for  his  ser- 
»  shall  be  compensated  by  the  publishers. 
lao.  3.  And  be  it  Jurlher  enacted^  That  the 
[  Sectetary  shall  cause  the  said  copies  of  the 


laws  to  he  distribated  as  aoon  as  may  be  after 
publication,  in  manner  following:  one  set  shall 
be  delivered  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  Vice  President,  and  to  each  member  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives ;  six  seta 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  eighteen  sets  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  use  of  said  houses  re- 
spectively ;  one  set  shall  be  delivered  to  each  of 
tne  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Clerk 
thereof,  to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  District 
Courts,  and  to  each  of  the  Marshals,  Clerks,  and 
Attorneys  of  each  District ;  one  set  shall  be  de- 
livered to  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  the  Attorney  Qenerali 
to  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  to  the  Comptroller, 
Auditor,  and  Register  of  the  Treasury,  to  the 
Treasurer,  to  the  Accountants  of  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments,  to  the  Postmaster  General 
and  the  two  Assistant  Postmasters  General,  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  and  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  each ; 
two  sets  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States  and  Territories  respectively  $ 
one  set  shall  be  delivered  to  each  of  the  GoFernora 
of  the  several  States  and  Territories;  and  one  set 
shall  be  delivered  to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Courts  in  the  several  Territories :  and  the  residue 
of  said  subscription  shall  remain  at  the  future 
disposal  of  Congress. 

Sec.  3.  And  &  it Juriher  enacted^  That  in  ease 
of  the  death,  resignation,  or  dismission  from  office 
of  either  of  the  officers  before  mentioned,  except- 
ing the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  members  of  the*Senateand  House 
of  Representatives,  and  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 

1»reme  and  District  Courts,  the  said  oopies  of  the 
aws  delivered  to  them,  as  aforesaid,  shall  belong 
to,  and  be  delivered  up,  to  their  respective  suc- 
cessors in  the  said  offices. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jiarther  enacted,  That  the  acta 
passed  at  each  succeeding  session  of  Congressi 
including  future  treaties,  shall  be  printed  in  a 
form  corresponding  with  the  said  edition,  and 
shall  be  distributed  in  the  same  manner  as  here- 
tofore by  law  directed. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  pnrchase  of  the  vessels  cap* 

tured  on  Lake  Erie. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  purchased  the  British  vessels  which 
were  captured  on  Lake  Erie  by  the  American 
squadron,  on  the  tenth  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen ; 
and  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thou- 
sand dollars,  in  payment  for  the  said  vessels,  shall 
be  distributed  as  prize  money  among  the  captors, 
or  their  heirs. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  Jurlher  enacted,  That,  for 
carrying  into  effect  this  act,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars  m 
and  the  same  ia  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid 
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out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacts j  That  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Captain  Oliver  H.  Perry, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  in  addition  to  his  share  of  prize 
money,  as  commander  of  the  ship  Lawrence,  the 
sam  of  &ve  thousand  dollars. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  concerning  loTalid  PenstoneNu 

Beit  enactedj  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  place  the  follow* 
ing  named  persons,  (whose  claims  have  been 
transmitted  to  Congress  pursuant  to  a  law  passed 
tenth  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,) 
on  the  pension  list  of  invalid  pensioners,  accord- 
ing to  the  rates,  and  to  commence  at  the  times 
herein  mentioned,  that  is  to  say : 

Samuel  C.  Arickson,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  the  tenth  June,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Alexander  Barr,  at'  the  rate  of  one  dollar  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  month,  to  commence  twenty- 
ninth  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
teen. 

Ezra  Bellows,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  from  twentieth  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Daniel  Dodd,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth 
of  May^ne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Joel  Terrell,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  thirty- 
three  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eight- 
eenth December,  obe  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen. 

Gleorge  Dugan,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  tenth  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Joseph  King,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  nineteenth 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Andrew  Green,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  sixty- 
seven  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  four- 
teenth day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen. 

Hugh  Barns,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  fifteenth  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Enoch  Ducker,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  the  second  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Samuel  Hawkins,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
and  thirty-three  cents  per  month,  to  commence 
on  the  fourth  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen. 

Darby  Mars,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  the  twenty-fifth  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Benjamin  Daniels,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five 
dollars  per  month,  to  commence  the  twenty-sec- 
ond February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen. 

Robert  McCullock,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  fourteenth 


Pebroary,  one  thousand  eight  hniidred  aoi  (sar- 
teen. 

John  Gilbert,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollan  ycr 
month,  to  commence  the  thirtieth  Jane,  one  tim- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Henry  Brenneman,  at  the  rate  of  five  doUan 
per  month,  to  commence  the  foorih  Febravy, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  foaiteeii. 

William  Blanchard,  at  the  rate  of  five  dolkn 
per  month,  to  commence  the  thirteenth  JalyfCai 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

John  Keraenar,  at  the  rate  of  three  doUaD 
thirty-three  cents  per  month,  to  commence  tk 
first  March,  one  thousand  eight  handred  aii 
fourteen. 

Robert  Neil,  at  the  rate  of  Ere  dollars  pet 
month,  to  commence  the  fifth  of  March,  ok 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

John  Berry,  at  the  rate  of  B.re  dolUn  per 
month,  to  commence  the  thirty-first  March,  oee 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Jonathan  Willard,  at  the  rate  of  ten  doUan 
per  month,  to  commence  on  Mareh  the  seveai^ 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Levi  Bishop,  of  New  York,  at  the  rate  of  £fc 
dollars  per  month,  to  commenee  the  twelfth  of 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tvefve. 

John  Fain,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per  meath, 
to  commence  on  the  tenth  day  of  September,  oac 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Thai  the 
pensions  of  the  followiuj^  named  person  Mln^dj 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States, 
whose  claims  for  an  increase  of  pension  hare  been 
transmitted  to  Congress,  pnrsnant  to  the  aet  afore- 
said, be  increased  to  the  sums  herein  respectively 
annexed  to  their  names ;  the  said  increase  to  eaa- 
mence  at  the  times  herein  mentioned,  that  is  la 
say: 

benjamin  Jenkins,  five  dollars  a  month,  to  coia> 
nience  on  the  sixteenth  of  February,  one  tfaoattad 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Abner  Rose,  fire  dollars  per  month,  to  ens- 
mence  on  the  fourth  of  Mfareh,  one  thoasaai 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Richard  Fairbrother,  fire  dollars  pa-  month,  la 
commence  thirtieth  September,  one  thoasud 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Joseph  Cutler,  ten  dollars  per  month,  to  coa* 
mence  on  the  twenty-eighth  Febroary,  one  choc- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Thomas  Monday,  five  dollars  per  month,  tt 
commence  on  the  thirtieth  January,  one  thomaai 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Hezekiah  Bailey,  ten  dollars  per  month,  to  csb- 
mence  on  the  thirtieth  December,  one  thooanid 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Klisha  Reynolds,  three  dollars  thirty-threeccnk 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  sixth  ApriLoat 
thousand  ei»ht  hundred  and  twelve. 

Sbc  3.  And  be  it  fiaiher  enacted.  That  dcjpr 
sltions  substantiating  the  facts  necessary'  to       '^ 
any  person  to  be  placed  on  the  penstoa  list 
an  increase  of  pension,  may  hereafter  be 
before  any  judge  of  any  of  the  courts  of  the 
or  Territory  in  whieh  aueh  penon  mmj 
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le  eerticata  of  the  elerk  of  the  court,  whereof 
lid  judge  i9  a  member,  shsll  be  a  sufficient 
Dticaiion  of  his  beinsr  such  a  judge. 
proreJ,  April  18, 1814. 


|t  eztendiog  relief  to  certam  parchMwrs  of  public 
laods  in  the  Miisiwippi  Territory. 

it  enacted,  ^c,  That  any  person  or  persons 
f  purchased  lands  of  the  United  States,  in 
laaissippi  Territory,  who  hare  been  subjected 
secotions  by  adverse  claimants,  who  derived 
titles  from  a  Spanish  grant,  warrant,  or 
of  sarveV|  and  where  such  prosecutions 
terminated  favorably  to  purchasers  from  the 
d  States,  such  purchasers  shall  have  one 
From  the  first  dajr  of  June  next,  for  the  pay- 
of  any  interest  that  may  be  due  from  them 
I  United  States,  on  (he  purchase  aforesaid. 
proved,  April  18, 1814. 


Act  to  alter  and  establisli  oerttin  Post  Roads. 

it  enacted,  ^^  That  the  post  roads  hereafter 
d  be  disconiinued : 

ffaT^^and.-— ^rom  dueen  Ann's  to  Pig  Point. 
Fir^wia.— Prom  Mecklinburg  court-house, 
,  Tammany  and  Lombard y  Grove,  to  Qees's 
^  From  Tazewell  court-house,  by  Russell 
-house  and  Lee  court-house,  to  Cumberland 

From  Springfield  to  Romny. 
NoHh  Ccuvlina,— From  Suffolk,  by  Gates 
>house,  to  Edenton.    From  Blizabethtown 
rhitesville.      Prom  Charlotte,  by  Beaty's 
,  to  Lincoln  ton. 

fiteor^^.— From  Greensborough  to  Wash- 
n.  From  Darieo,  by  Jones,  to  Milledgeville. 
Kentucky, — From  Lewis  court  house,  by 
lingsburg,  Millersburg,  Mount  Sterling, 
ipian  Springs,  and  Little  Sandy  salt  works, 
Utietsburg. 

Tknneseee, — From  Alexander's,  by  White 
IS,  to  Carthage.  From  Bledsoe  court-house 
rata kl in  court-house. 

OAui.-— From  Steubenvilie.by  Faucettstown. 
rw  Lisbon.  From  New  Lisbon,  by  Salemj 
^fambiana.  From  Springfield  to  Troy. 
i  Zaneswille  to  Coshocton. 
Lauiaian(L — From  La  Foarch,  by  Point 
»ee,  to  Opeiooea. 

Indiana. — From  Jeffersonville,  by  Clarks* 
,  to  Vineennes. 

KG.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
wing  be  established  post-roads : 
yNewEhtmpM^ — The  post  road  from  Roch- 
to  Wakefield  be  altered  so  that  itpass  through 
nington,  Middleton,  and  Wollborough,  to 
kefield.  • 

\  Maine, — From  Walerford,by  Norway,  Plan- 
in  Third,  Rumford,  and  Bethel,  to  Waterford. 
n  Livermore,  by  Jay  and  Wilton,  to  Farm- 
on. 

vAiaeeachueette. — From  Springfield  to  South* 
c.  From  Stafford,  Connecticut,  by  Monson, 
aimer,  in  Massachusetts.  From  Hatfield,  by 
Rtly,  Conway,  and  Ashfield,  to  Gharlemont. 


From  Athol  to  Greenfield.    From  Kingston  to 
Halifax. 

/n  Connecticut. — From  Middletown,  by  Hebron, 
to  Windham.  From  Sharon,  by  Ellsworth,  Cora- 
wall  bridge,  and  Warren,  to  Litchfield.  From 
Prorideace,  in  Rhode  Island,  through  Scituate, 
to  Ashford,  in  Connecticut. 

In  New  York, — From  Bett^bnrg  to  Deposit. 
From  Albany,  by  Bath,  Sand  Lake,  Stephenson j 
Hancock,  and  Lanesborough,  to  Dalton,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. From  Sheldon,  by  Willink  and  Ham- 
burg to  Buffalo.  From  Onondaffo,  by  Tully, 
Preble,  and  Homer,  to  Courtland  court-house. 
From  Chesterfield  to  Jay,  in  Essex  county.  From 
Peekskill,  by  West  Point,  to  Newburg.  From 
Stamford,  by  Water ville,  to  Roseville.  From 
Esperanza.  by  Schoharie  court-house  and  Mid- 
dleburg,  to  Stanford,  on  the  turnpike  road.  From 
Middletown,  Delaware  county,  by  Colchester  and 
Hancock,  to  Deposit.  From  Aurelius  to  Sem- 
prooius.  From  Brooklin  to  Flat  bush.  From 
Albany,  by  Spencertown,  to  Sheffield,  in  Massa- 
chusetts. From  Cairo,  by  Windham,  to  Lexing- 
ton. From  Green,  on  the  turnpike,  West,  to 
Lisle. 

JnNewJereey, — From  Morristown,  by  Newton, 
to  Millford,  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  Pennsylvania, — From  Wysor,  by  Orewill 
and  Warren,  to  Nanticocke,  in  New  Jersey.  From 
Washington  to  West  Alexandria.  From  York, 
by  York  tiaren^to  Middletown.  From  Somerset, 
by  Melford,  Turkyfoot  and  Addison,  to  Smith's 
Stand,  on  the  national  road.  From  Lewistown, 
by  Beavertown,  Middleburg  and  Selin's  Grove, 
to  Suobury.  From  Beaverstown  to  Burgetstown. 
From  Burgetstown,  by  Hookstown,  Georgetown, 
Beaver  bridge  and  Fulkstown,  to  New  Lisbon, 
in  Ohio.  From  Bnrlin ville  to  Easton.  From 
Wilmington,  by  West  Chester,  to  Pottsgrove, 
Swamp  Churches  and  Summary  Town,  to  Sam- 
uel Seller's  tavern,  on  the  post  road  leading  from 
Philadelphia  towards  Bethlehem,  in  Bucks  county. 
From  the  town  of  Indiana,  through  Kataning,  to 
Butler  Town. 

In  Ohio, — From  Urbanna  to  Springfield,  in 
Champaign  county.  From  Canton,  by  Spring- 
field, Suffield,  Talmadge  and  Stow,  to  Cleveland. 
From  Portsmouth  to  Yanceburg,  in  Kentucky. 
From  Urbanna  to  Troy.  From  Chilicotha,  by 
Lebanon,  to  Cincinnati.  From  Athens,  by  Lan- 
caster, to  Columbus.  From  Cadiz,  by  Freeport, 
White  Eyes  Plains,  Coshocton,  Mount  Vernon 
and  Clinton,  to  Fredericktown.  From  Steuben- 
ville,  by  Faucettstown,  Fulkstowa,  Achor,  Fair- 
field, Columbiana,  Salem,  Grissels,  Sandy  Store, 
Thompson's  salt  works,  and  Lower  salt  works,  to 
Steubenville.  From  Columbus,  by  Washington, 
to  Newmarket.  From  Columbus,  by  London, 
to  Xenia. 

In  /mfiano.— -From  Eaton,  in  Ohio,  to  Salis- 
bury. From  Washington  court-house  to  Valonta. 
From  Charlestown,  by  Washington  court-house 
and  Lindley's  mills,  to  Vineennes. 

InlUvnois, — From  Cahokin,  by  Madison  court- 
house and  Clinton  Hill  to  Cabokia.    From  Kas* 
'  kaskia  to  Johnson  court-honse. 
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in  Ddaumre. — From  Cbri#tiana  to  Newark. 

In  Maryland. — From  Libertytown,  by  Uqiod 
Bridge  and  Uniontowo,  to  Westmiaster.  From 
Annapolis  to  Pig  Point. 

In  Virginia. — From  Giarksbarg,  by  Morgan- 
town,  Waynesboro,  in  Pennsylvania,  to  Wiieel* 
ing.  From  Monroe  court-house,  to  Lewisbarg. 
From  Fredericksburg  to  the  mouth  of  the  Poto- 
mac run.  From  Fincastle,  by  the  mouih  of 
Cowpasture,  to  Callahan's.  From  Norfolk,  by 
Elizabeth  City,  to  Edenton,  in  North  Carolina* 
From  Wood  court-house  to  JacluoQville.  From 
Abingdon,  by  Russell  court-house  and  Mockia- 
son  Gap,  to  Abingdon.  From  Pughtowa  to 
Springfield.  From  Dvimfries,  by  Walnut  Branch, 
to  Fauquier  court-house.  From  Columbia  to 
Warren.  From  Charlottsville  to  Warren.  From 
Percival'si  by  LewisTille  and  Lombardy  Grore, 
to  St.  Tammany.  From  Petersburg,  by  French- 
town,  to  Morganville.  From  Uanoirer  court- 
house, by  Hanover  town  and  New  Caatle,  to  New 
Kent  court-house. 

Jn  Kentucky, — From  Mount  Sterling  to  Floyd 
court-house.  From  Bairdstown,  by  Ghaysoo 
court-house  and  Butler  court-house,  to  Russell- 
Tille.  From  Washington,  by  WiUif4:)sb|irgy  to 
Lewis  court-house.  From  Gireeoup  court-house 
to  Little  Sandy  salt  works. 

In  North  (Jarplina, — From  Grayson  court- 
house, Virginia,  by  Edwards  and  McMillen'si  to 
Ash  court-houae.  From  Suffoljp,  Virginia,  by 
Sunbury  and  Gates  court-house,  to  Bdenton. 
From  Trent  Bridge,  by  Trenton,  to  Duplin  court- 
house. From  Winton  to  Gate's  court-house. 
From  Windsor  to  WilUamston's.  From  Wil- 
mington, by  Wbiteville  and  Fairbluff,  to  Bar- 
field  Mill,  in  South  Carolina.  From  Charlotte 
to  Lincoln  ton.  From  Salisbury  to  Lincoln  ton. 
From  Hillsborough,  by  High  Rock,  to  Lennox 
Caatle. 

In  2>nneMee.— From  Newport,  by  Greenville, 
Rcwersville,  and  Lee  court-house,  in  Virginia, 
10  Cumberland  Gap.  From  Carthage,  by  Sparta, 
to  Alexander's.  From  Sparta,  by  McMinville, 
and  Win9hester,  in  Franklin  county,  to  Hunts- 
Tille,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

In  South  Coro/wia.— From  Belfast,  by  Set- 
ter th  wait's,  to  Cambridge. 

In  Greor^to.— From  Milledgeville,  by  Green- 
boro,  Lexington,  and  Danielaville,  to  Carnsville. 
From  Milledgeville,  by  Irvington,  Dublin,  Mont- 
gomery court-house,  Tatnal  court-house,  and 
Barrington,  to  Darien.  From  Dublin  to  Telfair 
court-house.  From  Riceboro.  by  Barrington 
and  Jefferson,  to  St«  Marys.  From  Brunswick 
to  Frederica. 

In  Louisiana, — From  Blancbardsville,  by  As- 
sumption, to  Opeloosa.  From  Assumption  to  La 
Fourch  Interior  court-house.  From  Concordia 
to  Washita  court-house.  From  Concordia  to 
Warren  court-house. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
Postmaster  General  cause  a  mail  to  be  carried 
from  the  nearest  post  oflice  on  any  established 
post  road  to  the  court-bouse  of  any  county  which 
IS  now,  or  may  hereafter  be,  eatublithed  in  any 


of  the  Slates  or  Territories  oftks  Uiilc^BMn, 
and  which  is  not  or  will  not  otberviseka- 
commodated  with  the  mail  \  asd  Ue  nil  a 
which  the  same  shall  be  so  carried,  sMikii' 
upon  become  a  post  road,  and  to  eoDtiooe  nd 
other  provisions  shall  be  made  bf  lawfortiiea' 
commodatioa  thereof  with  the  laaiL 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enaekd^  Thit  Ai 
Secretary  of  Stat^  be,  and  he  hereby  ii,iiikMiiri 
to  transmit  by  the  mail,  free  of  potUfiiOMapf 
of  the  documents  hereafter  meDtioDed,beiBg a 
subjecu  of  a  general  nalare,  and  vbiek  mfh 
ordered  to  be  printed  by  either  Hoom  of  C» 
gross,  namely,  of  commonicatioas  witii  Uc» 
companying  documents,  made  bf  tkc  ?mim 
of  the  United  States  to  Congress, or  eitbaHoR 
thereof;  of  reports  made  by  the  Qmt^i 
State,  by  the  SecreUry  of  the  Ticisorf^brlh 
Secretary  of  War,  by  the  Secretary  of  ibenif. 
by  the  Postmaster  General,  by  tbe  Gooaiiia* 
ers  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  Coogresi,orei(kr 
House  thereof,  in  pursuance  of  any  Isw  or  ita 
lution  of  either  Heuac:  aiinDatiTt  lepaaa 
subjects  of  a  general  nature  nilMle  10  CcniW 
or  either  House  thereof,  by  aay  eoBminee, » 
spectivelf :  (wt  each  of  the  Jadgw  of  tbe  b- 
preme  Court,  and  of  the  district  fmf^mi 
the  Territories  of  the  United  Sttto^iottrPi^ 
office  within  the  United  8taiei,tbeyairR9* 
ively  designate. 

Approved,  April  18,  18U. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  DireflHii«f  ike^*!' 

ton  Libnrj  Compuy* 

Be  it  enacted^  fc..  That  Jasei  ^"^^ 
Stretch,  William  Parker,  Jeaatbu  &  VM 
George  Way.  Moses  Yoaag,  ni  Tb«li  «• 
Gilliss,and  tbeir  successors,  daiyeleeied  or » 

pointed  in  manner  hereinafter  direeied,M| 
they  are  hereby  made,  deciard,  aid  coii»» 
a  corporation  and  body  politic,  in  !•*>"** 
fact,  to  have  continuance  forerci^  by  tkf  «* 
style,  and  title  of  "  The  Diiecuwof »«» 
ington  Librarv  Company,"  aod  by  sbm  ^ 
rate  name,  style,  and  title,  shall  be  bereaw^ 


be  aaawered  unto,  deiend  « ^ 

court  or  couru  or  other  plaieeii  U^  '»**■[ 
judge  or  judges,  justice  or  kiiticei,  or  o|li»F 
sons  whatsoever,  within  the  Distneiof  ww 
bia^  or  elsewhece,  in  all  and  ill  mwieroi^ 
actions,  complaints,  pleat,  caoiei,  >^^2' 
demands,  of  whatever  kinder  natawuey^ 
be,  in  as  full  and  eieetaal  a  oiaBaeris  i^F 
son  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  coryimTf 
or  can  do.  t^ 

Sec.  3.  ApdbeUJuM$renacUiT^^^ 
singular  the  goods,  chattels,  and  qw 
what  kind  or  nature  soever,  heretofoie 
granted,  or  devised  to  the  said  library  f 
or  to  any  person  or  ^nomi^tlkt^ 

or  that  may  hare  been  pu'«*«*v''!L3id^ 
count  of  the  same,  be,  and  the  <*i«jT^|f 
tela,  and  other  eftcta,  are  hereby  r«MH  ■ 


I# 
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Clrine4  to  tbe  said  eorpantlion.  A&d  the  said 
paratioo  may  take  aad  receive  any  sum  or 
lis  of  money,  or  any  goods,  chatiels,  or  other 
ctsof  what  kiod  or  nature  soever,  which  shall 
nav  hereafter  he  given,  granted,  or  bequeathed 

0  them  by  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  poti- 
or corporate,  capable  of  making  such  gift, 
^t,  or  bequest:  Provided^  That  the  aoods, 
tteis,  and  other  effects  vested  in  and  confirmed 
he  said  corporation,  and  moneys,  goodsj  chat- 
,  and  effects,  which  by  this  act  tne  said  cor- 
»tion  is  authorized  hereafter  to  receive,  shall 
in  the  whole  exceed  in  value  fifiy  thousand 
ars. 

fic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 

1  corporation  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
:ity  to  make,  have,  and  use  a  common  seal 
h  such  device  and  inscription  as  they  shall 
^k  proper,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter,  and 
sw  at  pleasure :  to  appoint  a  treasurer  and 
Irian,  apd  such  other  officers  as  they  may, 
A  time  to  time,  deem  necessary :  to  assign 
|L  their  duties,  fix  their  compensation,  and 
ove  him  or  them  fxom  office,  and  appoint 
iher  or  others  in  his  or  their  place  as  often  as 
r  shall  think  fit:  to  make,  ordain,  establish, 

execute  such  by-laws  and  ordinances  as 
r  be  deemed  useful  to  the  institution,  and  the 
e  to  alter,  aoaend,  or  abrogate  at  pleasure:  to 
he  price  of  new  shares  and  annual  contribu- 
s  on  each  share :  to  direct  how  transfers  shall 
nade  and  certified:  to  procure  bv  purchase, 
•  or  otherwise,  a  suitable  place  for  keeping 
library  :  to  appoint  the  times  for  keeping  the 
ftry  open^  and  for  taking  out  and  returning 
ks:  to  fill  up  vacancies  that  may  happen  in 
r  own  body  between  two  annual  elections : 
pvy  and  collect  fines  and  forfeitures:  and  to 
ermine  upon^do,and  transact  all  business  and 
iters  appertaining  to  the  said  corporation  and 
iuy  company,  agreeably  to  the  rules,  ordi- 
ces,  and  by-laws  thereof,  during  their  con- 
l^pce  in  office:  Provided^  That  not  less  than 
tjority  of  the  said  directors  be  a  quorum  to  do 
iness  \  that  no  rule,  ordinance^  or  by-law,  be 
le  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  District  or  of 
United  States:  and  that  no  contribution  be 

on  any  one  share,  in  any  one  yeai^  exceeding 
te  dollars,  without  the  consent  of  a  majority 
lie  shareholders. 

'Cc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  an 
ition  for  seven  directors  of  ^  The  Washington 
mry  Company"  shall  be  held  on  the  first 
nday  in  April  next,  and  on  the  first  Mon- 

in  April  annually,  thereafter,  at  the  library 
m,  under  the  direction  of  such  persons  as 

present  directors  and  their  successors  may 
loint;  which  appointment  shall  be  at  least 
»  days  previous  to  the  day  oif  election.  They 
11  also  publish  the  names  of  the  persons  so 
lointed  to  hold  the  election,  in  some  newspaper 
ited  in  the  City  of  Washington,  at  least  three 
8  previous  to  such  election's  being  held  ;  the 
Is  for  which  shi^ll  be  kept  open  from  three 
ock  until  six  o'clock  P.  M.^  and  no  person 
11  be  eligible  as  a  director,  or  have  a  right  to 


TQte  for  a  director,  who  U  not  at  the  time  of  vot- 
ing, or  being  voted  for,  a  share  holder  in  the  said 
company,  or  who  shall  be  in  arrears  to  the  said 
company,  for  any  annual  contribution,  fines,  or 
forfeitures :  and  all  persons  qualified  to  vote,  may 
vote  either  personally  or  by  proxy,  by  ballot. 

Sfic.  5.  And  be  it  further  enactea^  That  this 
act  may  at  any  time  be  altered,  amended,  or  re- 
pealed by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  April  18,  1814. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  celJection  and  preservation 
of  such  flags,  standards,  and  colors,  as  shall  have 
been  or  may  hereafter  be  taken  by  the  land  and 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  from  their  enemies. 

Be  it  enactedf  ^c.  That  the  Secretaries  of  the 
War  and  Navv  Departments  be,  and  they  are 
kejceby)  direetaa  to  cause  to  be  collected  and 
traosmitted  to  them,  at  the  se^t  of  the  Qovera- 
me^t  of  t^e  United  Stai^*  all  ^ch  flags,  etead- 
ards,  and  colors,  as  shall  have  bean  or  may  here- 
after be  taken  by  the  Army  and  Na? y  ^  the 
United  States,  from  their  enemies. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the 
flags,  standards,  and  colors  of  the  description 
aforesaid,  which  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
departments  aforesaid,  and  such  as  may  be  here- 
after transmitted  to  them,  be,  with  all  convenient 
despatch,  delivered  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  being,  under  his  direc- 
tion, preserved  and  displayed  in  such  public  place 
as  be  shall  deem  proper. 

Sec.  3.  And  ^  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated,  for  the  above  purposes,  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  to  leesen  the  compeosation  for  marshals,  dedut, 
and  attomeys,  in  the  cases  tfaersin  menticined. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  June  next,  there  shall  not  be  allowed  or 
paid  to  either  the  marshal  or  attorney  of  the  die- 
triets  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island.  Connecti- 
cnt,  the  soathern  district  of  New  York,  or  Penn- 
sylvania, nor  to  the  olerk  of  the  district  and  eir- 
cuit  court  of  the  United  States  in  either  of  said 
districts,  any  daily  compensation  for  attending  on 
the  said  courts,  and  that  the  clerks  of  the  district 
and  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  shall  bt 
entitled  to  one-half  of  one  per  centum  and  no 
more  on  money  deposited  in  court,  any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved;  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  in  further  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  '<An  act 
more  efiectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence, 
bv  establishing  an  uniform  militia  throughout  Uie 
United  States." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  in  addition  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  militia  provided  for  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  more  efiectually  to  pro? ide  for  the  na- 
tionnl  defence  bj  establishing  ati  uniform  militia 
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throughout  the  United  States,'^  approved  May  the 
eighth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
two,  and  by  an  act  in  addition  to  the  said  recited 
act,  approved  March  the  second,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  three,  there  shall  be  to  each 
division  one  division  inspector,  with  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  colonel,  and  one  division  quartermas- 
ter, with  the  rank  of  major;  to  each  brigade  one 
aid^de-camp,  with  the  rank  of  captain  ;  and  the 
quartermasters  of  brigade  heretofore  provided  for 
by  law,  shall  have  the  rank  of  captam.  .And  it 
shall  be  incumbent  on  the  said  officers  to  do  and 
perform  all  the  duties  which  by  law  and  military 
principles  are  attached  to  their  offices  respect- 
ively. 
Approved,  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  the  aet,  entitled  *<An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  rappreM  insarrectiona,  and  repel  in- 

-   vacioni^  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  thoae 


purposes." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  courts  martial,  to  be 
com[K)sed  of  militia  officers  alone,  for  the  trial  of 
militia  draughted,  detached,  and  called  forth  for 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  whether  acting 
ia  conjunction  with  the  regular  forces  or  other- 
wise, shall,  whenever  necessary,  be  appointed, 
held,  and  conducted  in  the  manner  prescribed  bv 
the  rules  and  articles  of  war  for  appointing,  hold- 
ing, and  conducting  courts  martial,  for  the  trial 
ofdelinquents  in  the  armv  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furtner  enacted,  That  in  all 
cases  in  the  militia,  where  an  offence  is  punisha- 
ble by  stoppage  of  pay  or  by  imposing  a  fine,  lim- 
ited by  the  amount  of  pay,  the  same  shall  be  taken 
to  have  relation  to  the  monthly  pay  existing  at 
the  time  the  offence  was  committed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
delinquent  directed  to  be  summoned  to  appear  be* 
fore  ft  court  martial  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  obey 
the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  any  of  the  cases  recited  in  the  first,  second, 
third,  and  fourth  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  *'An 
ftct  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
DOW  in  force  for  those  purposes,"  passed  Febru- 
ary twenty-eighth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  shall  be  absent  when  any  non- 
commissioned officer  shall  call  to  summon  him, 
it  shall  be  a  sufficient  summoning  of  such  delin- 
quent if  the  non-commissioned  officer  leave  a  copy 
of  the  summons,  or  a  written  notice  thereof,  signed 
by  him,  with  some  person  of  suitable  age  and  dis- 
cretion, at  the  usual  place  of  abode  of  such  delin- 
quent, at  least  ten  days  previous  to  the  day  of  ap- 
pearance. And,  in  case  of  the  non-appearance  of 
such  delinquent,  the  court  martial  may  proceed 
with  his  trial  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had 
appeared  and  plead  not  guilty  to  the  charge  ex- 
hibited against  him. 

Sec.  4.  Andbe  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  president  of  any  court  martial 
for  the  trial  of  miliiia,  if  required,  and  upon  his 


being  duly  satisfied  that  such  testimony  bi 
rial  to  the  trial,  to  issue  bis  preeepi,  directti  is 
any  person  to  be  summoned  as  a  witnesi,  esB- 
mandtng  his  or  her  attendance  at  such  court, ti 
testify  for  or  against  the  person  to  be  tried,  as  ik 
case  may  be;  and  any  witness  having  beeaMf 
summoned  and  failing  to  appear,  without  a  rw- 
onable  excuse,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  ootn- 
ceeding  fifty  dollars,  to  be  ^sued  for  and  recoveni 
in  4he  name  of  the  United  States,  hj  bill,  piaiit 
or  information,  in  any  court  of  competeat  jarii- 
diction.  And  if  any  witness,  when  called  tqni 
for  that  purpose,  shall  refuse  to  testify,  or  shil 
behave  with  contempt  to  theeoort,  or  if  any  oikr 
person  shall  use  any  menacing  urords,  sigoiL  or 
gestures,  in  presence  thereof,  or  shall  cause  aif 
riot  or  disorder  therein,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  saeh 
court  to  punish  every  soch  oflfender  by  imprnM- 
ment,  for  a  term  not  exceeding^  one  month,  tixkt 
discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  JuHher  enacted^  That,  for  ^ 
purpose  of  carrying  into  exeention  the  seateaet 
judgment,  or  order  of  any  such  court  martial,  ftr 
any  of  the  offences  specified  in  the  last  eiaase  of 
the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  h» 
ful  tor  the  court  to  issue  an  order  to  anycommii' 
sioned  officer  of  militia,  not  beloir  the  raak  «f 
captain,  commanding  him  to  carry  the  same  iate 
effect  by  military  force;  whose  daty  it  shall  It 
to  obey  the  same,  and  execute  the  order  accoid- 
ingly. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  itjuriher  enactedj  That  co  tte 
trial  of  delinquents,  for  offences  nor  capital,  by 
any  such  court  martial,  the  deposition  of  wit* 
nesses  taken  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  oc  otk« 
person  authorized  to  take  aflSdaviu  to  be  read  la 
any  court  of  record  in  the  Sute  where  the  awe 
shall  be  taken,  mav  be  read  in  evideoce,  pfovM 
the  prosecutor  anif  person  accused  are  present  at 
taking  the  same,  or  are  duly  notified  thereof.  Aai 
Airther,  that  the  returns  of  captains  or  other eoa* 
mending  officers  of  companies,  of  delinqaaMi 
draughted  or  ordered  into  the  service  of  the  Ga- 
ted States,  who  shall  have  refused  or  n^eeieili 
enter  the  same,  sworn  to  as  aforesaid,  shaO  k 
competent  evidence  of  the  facts  therein  en- 
tained. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  av 
person  shall  wilfully  swear  fiilse  before  any  sMb 
court  martial,  or  in  any  affidavit  or  depositis 
taken  as  aforesaid,  he  or  she  shall  be  adjudge!  H 
be  i^uilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  andihil 
be  indicted,  tried,  and  punished  accord ingfy, If 
any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  the  SWI 
where  such  offence  shall  be  committed. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  de 
militia,  when  called  into  the  senrice  of  the  W- 
ted  States  bjr  virtue  of  the  before  recited  act,  bmk 
if  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  Uaiiaf 
States  the  public  interest  require  it,  be  comBcBBl 
to  serve  for  a  term  not  exceeding  six  months  i^ 
ter  their  arrival  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  ia  tff 
one  year. 

Sec.  9.  And  he  it  further  emactad,  That  r^ 
mental  chaplains  in  the  militia,  which  have  hak 
or  shall  be  called  into  the  service  of  the  Vmt^ 


» 
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es.  shiU  receive  the  same  mostlily  pay  aad 
»a8  as  a  captain  of  infaatry,  with  the  addition 
bnge  for  one  horse;  and.  whenever  called 
i  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  divis* 
quartermasters  shall  he  entitled  to  the  pay, 
laments,  and  allowances  of  a  deputy  quarter- 
ter  general;  brigade  quartermasters,  to  the 
emoluments,  and  allowances  of  an  assistant 
ity  quartermaster  general;  and  regimental 
termaster?,  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a 
:enant  of  infantry,  and  sixteen  dollars  per 
ih  in  addition  thereto,  and  forajj^e  for  one 
e;  division  inspectors  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
emoluments,  and  allowances  of  a  lieutenant 
nel  of  infantry;  brigade  majors,  to  the  pay. 
laments,  and  allowances  of  a  major  of  inian- 
aids*de*camp  to  brigadier  generals,  to  the 
emolaments,  and  allowances  of  a  captain  of 
%Uf ;  with  aa  addition  of  sixteen  dollars  per 
ith,  and  forage  for  one  horse. 

BO.  10.  And  be  ii  Jurtktr  enaeied,  That  the 
uses  iacvrred,  or  to  be  incurred,  by  marching 
militia  of  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  Uni- 
fies to  their  places  of  rendezvous,  in  pursu- 
).of  a  requisiliiMi  of  the  Preatdeut  of  the  Uni- 
States,  or  whie^  shall  have  been  or  may  be 
rred  in  easea  of  calls  made  by  the  auibctity 
ay  Staile  or  Terrilory  which  shall  have  been 
mf  beapfiroved  by  him,  shall  be  adjusted  and 
ia  like  maaner'aa  the  expenses  inenrred  af- 
hair  arrival  at  sueh  places -of  rendeavons,  on 
requisiiioB  of  the  rresideot  of  the  United 
l»:  Provided^  That  nolhiaf  herein  conuined 
[  be  considered  as  authorizing  any  species  ot 
mditare  previous  to  arriving  at  the  place  of 
eifous,  which  is  not  provided  by  ezistiag 
I  lo  be  paid  for  after  their  arrival  at  such  place 
rndezvous. 

•c.  11.  And  U  UJwriker  enacted,  That  in  all 
B  where  a  brigade  of  militia  shall  be  called 
I  for  actual  service,  it  shall  be  the  daty  of  the 
ide  major  of  sacn  brigade  to  inspect  and 
ter  the  same,  and  sign  the  muster  rolls,  con- 
lably  to  the  provtsioas  of  the  act,  entitlea  *'Aa 
more  efiectaally  to  provide  for  the  nation* 
tffooee,  by  establishing  an  uniform  militia 

3:hout  the  United  States.'^  If  le^s  than  a 
e  be  called  forth,  then  it  shall  be  the  dotv 
brigade  major  of  the  district  wherein  such 
tia  may  rendezvous,  to  inspect  and  master  the 
B,  and  aiffn  the  muster  rolls:  two  musters  to 
lade  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  one  on  the  as- 
bling,  and  the  other  on  the  discharge  of  snch 
tiaw  If  there  should  be  no  brigade  major  in 
vicinity,  the  commanding  officer  may  direct 
officer  under  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel, 
ther  of  the  regular  troops  or  militia,  to  in- 
t  and  muster  the  militia  so  called  forth. 

Bc.  12.  And  be  it  JuHher  enacUd^  That  any 
missioned  officer,  non-commissioned  officer, 
lician,  or  private  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
^es,  who  shall  have  committed  an  offence 
le  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 


manner  as  if  he  had  been  actually  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  be  continued  in  force  for  and  during  the  pica* 
ent  war,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  concerning  tha  p^  of  officari,  seamen,  and 
marines,  in  tlw  Navy  >of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  Thai  the  pay  and  sobsiat- 
ence  of  the  respective  eaqimissiooed  and  warrant 
officers  be  as  rollows:  a  lieutenant  other  ihaiia 
master  commandant,  or  lieutenant  oommandioff 
a  small  vetis«l,  forty  dollars  per  montk  and  thaea 
rations  per  day;  a  chaplain  forty  dollars  par 
month  and  two  rations  pier  day;  a  sailiogmaatar 
forty  dollars  per  month  and  two  rations  per  day-; 
a  surgeon  fifty  dollars  pea  month  and  two  ntiona 
per  day;  a  surgeon's  mate  thirty  dollars  per  moatk 
and  two  rations  per  day;  a  purser  forty  dolka* 
per  month  aad  two  rations  per  day ;  a  boatswani 
twenty  dollars  per  month  and  two  rations  per 
day ;  a  gunner  twenty  dollars  per  month  and  two 
rations  der  day ;  a  sailmaker  twenty  dollars  per 
month  and  two  rations  per  day ;  and  that  tli# 
pay  to  be  allowed  to  the  petty  officers  and  mid* 
shipmen,  and  the  pay  and  bounty  upon  enlist- 
ment of  the  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  ma- 
rioes,  shall  be  fixed  by  the  President  of  the  Uav- 
ted  States :  Provided^  That  the  whole  sum  to  be 
given  for  the  whole  pay  aforesaid,  and  for  the 
pay  of  officers,  and  that  the  amouot  of  bouniiea 
upon  enlistment  of  seamen  and  marines,  shall  not 
exceed  for  any  year  the  amount  which  may,  in 
such  year,  be  appropriated  for  those  purposea 
respectively. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  makjB 
an  addition,  not  exceeding  twenty-five  per  cent., 
to  the  pay  of  the  oftcers,  petty  officers,  midship- 
men, seamen,  and  marines,  engaged  in  iiny  ser« 
vice,  the  hardships  or  disadvantages  of  which 
shall,  in  his  judgment,  render  such  an  addition 
necessary. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 

An  Act  supplemental  to  an  act,  entitled  *'  An  act  for 
ascertaining  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  that 
part  of  Louisiana  which  lies  east  of  the  river  Missis> 
sippi  and  island  of  New  Orleans." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  time  for  deliver* 
ing  notices  and  the  evidences  of  claims  to  lands 
as  required  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment, be  and  the  same  hereby  is  extended  until 
the  first  day  of  September  next. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  appointed  un- 
der the  act  aforesaid,  to  receive  such  evidences 
as  to  them  may  be  offered  in  support  of  any 
claims  which  may  not  be  embraced  by  said  act, 
and  to  report  the  same,  together  with  those  re- 
ferred to  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  on  or  be- 


"  •»  »uv  ■«;iuiii  BvrYivc  VI  tu«  vui^^u  »M»i.«»,  fore  tho  first  day  of  November  next,  to  the  Com- 
be tried  and  punished  for  the  same,  although  I  missioner  of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office,  to  be  by 
term  of  service  may  have  expired,  in.  like  Jhim  laid  before  Congress  at  their  next  session* 
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Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 
commissioner  for  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river 
»d  west  of  the  Perdido  be  and  he  is  hereby  aa> 
tfaorized  and  required  to  receive  and  make  report 
as  aforesaid  on  all  claims  to  lands  lying  east  of 
the  rirer  Tombigbee. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  Clerks  employed 
in  the  offices  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Scoate  and 
Clerk  of  the  Hoose  of 


'^Beit  enacted^  ^c,  That  in  lieu  of  the  annual 
compensations  of  the  clerks  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  SeOretarv  of  the  Senate  and  in  the 
office  of  the  Clerk  or  the  House  of  Repreeenta- 
tives,  as  now  ^xndi  by  law,  there  shall  be  allowed 
^o  the  principal  clerk  in  each  of  said  offices  fifteen 
kandred  dollars,  and  to  each  of  the  enffrossing 
clerks  employed  in  said  offices  twelve  hundred 
ftnd  fifty  Qollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid  quarter* 
yeasly  out  of  anjr  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

8eo.  2.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  this 
act  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the  thirty-first 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
atad  thirteen. 

ApproTed,  April  IS,  1814. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to 
retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign 
merchandise,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  nothing  contained  la 
the  first  section  of  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses 
to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  aod  for- 
eign merchandise,  shall  be  construed  to  extend 
(o  physicians  who  keep  on  hand  medicines  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  maki/ig  up  their  own  prescrip- 
tions for  their  own  oatients,  nor  shall  any  physi- 
cian, surgeon,  or  cnemist,  for  vending,  solely  in 
his  practice,  medicines  to  his  patients,  be  sub- 
jected to  take  out  license  as  a  retail  dealer  in  for- 
eign merchandise. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  where 
any  collector  shall  have  required  any  physician, 
aargeon,  or  chemist,  vendin|[  medicine  exclusively 
to  his  patienu  in  his  practice,  to  take  out  license 
as  a  retailer  in  foreign  merchandise,  every  such 
collector  ia  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
cancel  every  such  license  and  to  repay  any  money 
receired  for  the  same,  and  in  every  case  where 
the  monev  has  not  been  received  to  grant  a  re- 
lease for  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  upon 
the  sale  or  transfer  of  any  licensed  still  or  boiler. 
or  other  vessel  used  in  distillation,  the  right  of 
using  the  same,  during  the  term  for  which  such 
license  shall  remain  in  force,  shall  accrue  to  the 
new  proprietor  or  possessor;  entrv  of  such  sale 
or  transfer  having  been  previously  made  at  the 
office  of  the  collector  for  the  district  by  the  per- 
son selling  or  transferring  the  same,  and  the  same 
haTing  b^n  endorsed  on  the  original  license. 

Sbo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in 
case  any  still,  boiler,  or  other  vessel  used  in  dis* 
tiUation,  shall  be  burnt  or  otherwise  destroyed, 


the  collector  for  the  district  wherna  the  wm 
shall  have  been  situate,  shall  be  empowered, lai 
is  hereby  directed,  to  remit  such  portion  of  tte 
duties  which  may  have  been  boaded  for  the  li- 
cense granted  therefor,  and  shall,  at  the  time  of 
the  burning  or  destruction  thereof,  remain  ai- 
paid,  as  would  have  accrued  for  the  time  betweea 
such  burning  or  destruction,  and  the  ex|Hnti«t 
of  the  period  for  which  such  license  was  granted: 
Provided,  That  previous  to  such  remission,  tk 
said  burning  or  destruction  shall  be  Terified,  under 
the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  ow^oer  or  soperia- 
tendent  of  such  still,  boiler,  or  other  ressel,  befotc 
a  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  residing  witha 
the  said  district:  And  provided^  That  the  aid 
judge  or  justice  shall  endorse  on  said  eertifietie 
bis  belief  of  the  facts  therein  set  forth,  and  that 
the  burning  or  destruction  did  not  arise  from  a 
fraudulent  intent  to  defraud  the  rerenue,  aad  in 
case  of  such  remission  of  duties^  the  license  pre- 
▼iously  granted  for  such  still,  boiler,  or  other  vei- 
sel  used  in  distillation,  shall    be  of  no  farther 
avail. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  fwriktr  enacted^  That  ia 
case  any  person  or  persons,  to  ^rhooa  a  license  ftr 
retailing  may  be  granted,  sball  die  before  ifci 
commencement  or  during  the  period  thereof,  Iha 
heirs,  executors,  or  administrators  of  such  peisoa 
or  persons  shall  be  authorized  to  retail  nader  thr 
same;  and  any  person  to  whom  a  license  for  re> 
tailing  shall  tie  granted,  naay,  on  a^ifdicatiov  /« 
writing  to  the  collector  for  the  distnri;  kMwt  the 
same  transferred  to  any  other  persoa  ia  the  same 
collection  district ;  in  which  several  cases  \\  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  endorse  on  the 
ttid  licenses  a  certificate  of  such  traasfer,  withsaC 
which  certificate  this  provtsioa  shaU  he  of  as 
avail. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ia 
case  any  person  or  persons,  to  whooa  a  UceaseSs 
employing  a  still  in  distilling  spirituous  liqr 
may  be*granted,  shall  die  before  the  eomi 
ment  or  during  the  period  thereof,  the  heii 
I  utors,  or  administrators  of  such  person  or 
shall  be  authorised  to  employ  the  saoM  foe  fkt 
unexpired  period  of  such  lioense:  Promdei,^ 
application  previous  to  nsiag  the  same  he  mdt 
in  writing  by  the  said  heirs,  executors,  or  adnai' 
istrators,  to  the  collector  for  the  district,  and  ita 
a  certificate  of  such  transfer  be  endorsed  thciem 
by  him,  without  which  certificate  this  proTiaNa 
shall  be  of  no  avail. 

Sbo.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ii 
shall  be  the  duty  of  any  person  toirhom  a  Liteaw 
for  retailing  may  have  been  granted,  to  prodaee 
and  exhibit  the  same  on  the  demand  of  rheia^ 
lector  for  the  district  made  at  the  place  of 
ing,  for  refusing  to  do  which  said  person 
forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  u 
case  of  the  sickness  or  temporary  inability  oft 
collector  to  discharge  such  of  hb  duties  as  cafr 
not,  under  existing  Taws,  be  diacharged  by  a  di^ 
uty,  they  may  be  dcTolved  by  him  oa  a  depo^* 
Provided^  Information  thereof  he  immediaiay 
communicated  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  ft*^ 
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«iioe,  aod  the  attme  shall  be  approved  by  him : 
And  pronded,  That  the  respoD«bility  of  the  col- 
lector, or  his  sureties,  to  the  United  States,  shall 
not  be  thereby  impaired. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in 
ease  a  collector  shall  die,  resign,  or  be  removed, 
the  deputy  in  his  service,  at  the  time  immediately 
preceding,  who  shall  have  been  longest  employed 
oy  him,  may  and  shall,  until  a  successor  is  ap> 
pointed,  discharge  all  the  duties  of  said  collector. 

S«c.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
Jetters  and  packets  to  and  from  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Revenue,  of  whatever  weight,  shall  be 
received  and  conveyed  by  the  mail,  free  of  postage. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 

An  Act  making  additional  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  sum  of  six  hun- 
dred and  tweniy-nve  thousand  dollars  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  expenses  which  have  been  or  may 
be  incurred  in  building  and  equipping  vessels  of 
nvar  on  Lakes  Ontario  and  Champlain,  to  be  paid, 
•first,  out  of  the  balances  of  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Navy  remaining  unexpended  at 
the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
aod  thirteen,  and,  secondly,  out  of  the  surplus  of 
any  other  appropriation  which  may,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  President,  be  transferred  to  that  object 
'Without  injury  to  the  public  service. 

Sec.  2.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted^  That  for 
defraying  the  expense  of  additional  clerks  in  the 
-offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Comp- 
troller, and  Auditor  of  the  United  States,  the  fol- 
lowing sums,  in  addition  to  the  sum  already  ap- 
propriated, be  and  they  are  hereby  appropriated: 
l^or  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars;  for  the  office  of 
the  Comptroller,  seven  hundred  dollars;  and  for 
the  Auditor's  ofl&oe,  one  thousand  dollars;  which 
several  sums  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in 
addition  to  the  sums  already  appropriated  to  those 
objects,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  e4ghty*nine 
thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  pay  the 
boonty,  subsistence,  clothing,  and  other  expenses 
of  the  marine  corps,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mon- 
eys ta  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

See.  4.  And  be  it  further  enactei,  That  the 
ram  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  thousand 
•even  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  for  the 
boooty  and  pay  of  seamen  fbr  the  year  one  thou- 
land  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  already  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
pnated. 

Approved,  April  16, 1814. 

An  Aet  concerning  eerthkatea  of  confirmation  of 
claims  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  in  all  cases  where  cer- 
rtfieates  of  confirmation  to  lands  lying  in  either  of 


the  land  districts  established  by  law  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  have  been  issued  agreeably  with  the 
provisions  or  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  respeetine 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and 
Louisiana,"  passed  the  third  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seven,  and  which  were  directed 
to  be  filed  with  the  proper  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  within  twelve  months  after  date,  and  on 
claims  which  are  included  in  the  transcript  of 
divisions  made  in  favor  of  claimants  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  said 
certificates  shall,  in  every  case  where  the  lands 
have  not  been  already  surveyed  according  to  law. 
be  by  the  said  registers  delivered  to  the  principal 
deputy  surveyor  of  the  district,  together  with  the 
proper  descriptions  of  the  tracts  to  be  surveyed, 
wherein  the  quantity,  localitv,  and  connexion! 
when  practicable  with  each  other,  shall  be  stated 
at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  three  months 
from  the  passage  of  this  a<!t,  (unless  the  claimant 
shall  otherwise  specially  direct.)  whose  duty  it 
shall  be,  under  the  direction  of  the  surveyor  of 
the  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  to  accurately  sur- 
vey the  land  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  said  certificates  of  confirmation 
and  description,  and  make  general  and  particular 
plats  thereof,  which  he  ^all  return  to  the  office 
of  the  proper  register,  t<f  ether  with  the  original 
certificates;  and  it  shall  be  the  further  duty  of 
the  said  surveyor  to  make  a  like  return  of  the 
plats  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office:  Provided,  The  expense  of  surveying  the 
said  tracts  shall  not  exceed  that  allowed  by  law 
fbr  surveying  the  public  lands  in  the  said  State. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
soon  as  the  said  tracts  of  land  shaH  have  been 
thus  surveyed,  and  the  surveys  thereof  returned 
to  the  office  of  the  proper  register,  together  with 
the  original  certificates  of  the  commissioners,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  register  to  issue  cer- 
tificates in  favor  of  the  claimants  entitled  tber^ 
to^  which  he  shall  transmit  to  the  Commissioner 
ot  the  General  Lend  Office,  and  if  it  shall  appear 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  commissioner  that 
the  certificates  have  been  fairly  obtained,  and 
correspond  with  the  transcript  heretofore  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  tl|e 
plats  returned  by  the  surveyors,  patents  shall  be 
granted  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for 
the  other  public  lands  of  the  United  States; 
which  patents  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  to  the  pro- 
per register,  to  be  by  him  delivered  to  the  claim- 
ants entitled  thereto;  and  the  said  register  for 
delivering  the  certificates  and  descriptions  of  the 
tracts  to  the  surveyor,  making  out  and  forward- 
ing the  returns  to  the  General  Land  Office,  and 
delivering  the  patents,  shall  be  entitled  to,  and 
receive  from  each  claimant,  the  snm  of  two  dol- 
lars for  such  patent  so  delivered. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 

An  Act  granting  to  the  President  and  Directors  of  the 
New  Orleans  Navigation  Company  and  their  suo- 
cesson,  a  lot  of  ground* 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  all  the  right  and  claim 
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of  the  United  States  to  a  lot  of  grouod  in  the 
county  of  Orleans  and  State  of  Louisiana,  bound- 
ed abo?e  by  the  lands  of  Don  Miguel,  and  front- 
ing on  the  bayou  St.  John,  containing  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty^  feet  front  and  &ve  hundred  and 
forty  feet  back,  including  the  improvements  there- 
on, BOW  occupied  by  the  said  company,  be  and 
the  same  hereby  is  vested  in  and  conveyed  to 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  Orleans  Navi- 
gation Company,  for  the  time  being,  and  their 
auecessors,  for  the  use  kad  benefit  of  the  said 
company  forever. 
Approved,  April  18, 1814. 

fteioiotion  lor  the  printing  and  distribution  of  an 
additional  number  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,  and 
of  the  documents  published  under  their  order. 

ReaoLvedj  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
^anUUivea  q^  the  United  Statee  of  America  in 
CimgreeB  aeeembledf  That  of  the  public  Jour- 
ttab  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Repie- 
nentatives,  of  the  present,  and  every  future  Coo* 
gfcs^  commencing  with  the  present  session,  and 
of  the  documents  published  under  the  orders  of 
Ihe  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
iCapectively,  from  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
oent  aeasion,  there  shall  be  printed  two  hundred 
laopies  beyond  the  nulkber  usually  printed;  of 
which  twenty-five  copies  shall  be  deposited  in 
the  Library  of  the  United  States,  at  the  seat  of 
Government,  to  be  delivered  to  members  of  Con- 
:gress  during  anv  session,  and  to  all  other  persons 
'•Qthorixed  by  (aw  to  use  the  books  in  the  said 
Library;  upon  their  application  to  the  Librarian, 
«od  giting  their  responsible  reeeipts  for  the  same, 
in  Uke  manner  as  for  other  books.  And  that  so 
pHlAjr  other  of  the  said  copies  shall  be  transmit- 
ted) in  Uke  manner  as  the  acts  of  Congress  are 
Cransmitted,  to  the  £xecotives  of  the  several 
fttalU^  and  Territories,  as  shall  be  sufficient  to 
liiroifth  one  copy  to  each  Executive,  one  copy  to 
each  branch  of  every  State  and  Territorial  Legts- 
-Iftturt^  one  copy  to  each  univeisity  and  college 
IB  each  State,  and  one  oop^  to  the  historical  so- 
ciety incorporated,  or  which  shall  be  incorpo- 
sated,  in  each  State:  and  that  the  residue  of  the 
Olid  two  hundred  copies  be  dejKMited  in  the  Li* 
brary  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  the  future 
diaposition  of  Congress. 

Approved,  December  27, 1813. 

Besolntions  expnssive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of 
the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  OUver  H.  Perry,  the 
officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  in&atiy,  acting  as 
anch,  on  board  of  his  squadron. 

Reeohed^  by  the  Senate  and  Eouee  of  E^pre- 
wemtativet  of  the  United  Staiee  ff  America  in 
Congre9$a9Bembledf  That  the  thanks  of  Congress 
be  nod  the  same  are  herebv  presented  to  Captain 
Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  and  through  him  to  the 
officers,  petty  officers:  seamen,  marines,  and  in- 
fantry serving  as  such,  attached  to  the  squadron 
under  his  command,  for  the  decisive  and  glorious 
▼ietory  grained  on  Lake  Erie,  on  the  tenth  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  year  one  thousaiid  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen,  over  a  British  squadron  of  superior  force. 


Besolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Ikilrf 
States  be  requested  to  cause  gold  medals  is  k 
struck,  emblematical  of  the  action  betweea  4t 
two  squadrons,  anil  to  present  them  to  Captik 
Perry  and  Captain  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  in  saeh  aai- 
ner  as  will  be  most  honorable  to  them;  and  thic 
the  President  be  further  requested  to  praeeat  t 
silver  medal,  with  suitable  emblems  and  deviccB, 
to  each  of  the  commissioned  oflicers,  either  of  the 
Navy  or  Army,  serving  on  board,  and  a  sword  m 
each  of  the  midshipmen  and  sailiag^aaters  who 
so  nobly  distinguished  themselves  on  that  meme 
rable  day. 

Retnlved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  present  a  silrer  medal,  witk 
like  emblems  and  devices,  to  the  nearest  male 
relative  of  Lieutenant  John  Brooicfly  of  the  ma- 
rines, and  a  sword  to  the  nearest  male  relativei  of 
Midshipmen  Henry  Laub  and  Thomas  daxtea, 
junior,  and  to  communicate  to  them  the  deep  re- 
gret which  Congress  feel  for  the  loss  of  those  gal- 
lant men,  whose  names  ought  to  lire  in  the 
recollection  and  affection  of  a  grateful  eoaatry, 
and  whose  conduct  ought  to  be  re^garded  as  in 
example  to  future  generations. 

Reiolved^  That  three  months'  pay  be  allowed, 
exclusively  of  the  common  allowance,  to  all  the 
pett^  officers,  seamen,  nuu-ines,  and  infantry, 
serving  as  such,  who  so  gloriously  supported  the 
honor  of  the  American  flag,  under  the  ordeis  of 
their  gallant  commander,  on  that  aigaaJ  or* 
casiou. 

Approved.  January  6,  1814. 


Rssolotton  relative  to  the 

Lieutenants  Burrows  and  lIcCsIL 

Reeohedj  by  the  Senate  ami  Bhnm  ef  Rme- 
eemtaOoee  of  ^  United  8taie9  0fAwierieam  Cm- 
greee  oMemMed,  That  the  President  of  the  Um- 
ted  States  be  requested  to  present  to  the  m 
male  relative  of  Lieutenant  William  Bnr. 
and  to  Lieutenant  Edward  R.  MeCali,  of 
brig  Enterprise,  a  gold  medal,  with  sniuUeeift- 
blems  and  devices  i  and  a  sUver  medal,  witk  hhe 
emblems  and  devices,  to  meh  of  the  conamis- 
sioaed  officers  of  the  aforesaid  ressel,  in  testi* 
mony  of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  Coeunen 
of  the  gallanuy  and  good  conduct  of  the  eaaen 
and  crew  in  the  conflict  with  the  British  slnef 
Boxer,  on  the  fourth  of  September,  in  the  yen 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen.  And 
the  President  is  also  requested  to  eomaanicnft 
to  the  nearest  male  relative  of  Lientenant  Bm- 
rows  the  <{eep  regni  which  Congress  feel  for  ife 
loss  of  that  valuable  officer,  who  died  in  the  ana 
of  victory,  nobly  contending  for  his  coaaoy^ 
rights  and  fame. 

Approved,  January  6, 1814. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  brilliant  aduevemeat  of 
tain  James  Lawrence,  in  the  oaptnre  of  the 
vessel  of  war,  the  Peacock. 

Roedwed,  by  the  Senate  and  Bnm  ^  Rme- 

eentativeeefthe  United  Statee  of  America  mO^ 
greee  aeeembied,  That  the  President  of  the  Gin- 
ted  States  be  requested  to  present  to  the 
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male  relatire  of  Captain  James  Lawrence,  a  gold 
medal,  and  a  silver  medal  to  each  of  the  commis- 
sioned officers  who  served  under  him  in  the  sloop 
of  war  Hornet,  in  her  conflict  with  the  Britisn 
vessel  of  war,  the  Peacock,  in  testimony  of  the 
high  sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  the  gallan- 
try and  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  in 
the  capture  of  that  vessel ;  and  the  President  is 
mlso  reouested  to  communicate  to  the  nearest  rel- 
ative or  Captain  Lawrence  the  sense  which  Con- 
gress entertains  of  the  loss  which  the  Naval  ser- 
Tice  of  the  United  States  has  since  sustained  ill 
the  death  of  that  distinguished  officer. 
Approved^  January  11, 1814. 


Resolntion  directing  a  sword  to  be  presented  to  die 
nearest  male  relation  of  Midshipman  John  Claifc. 

.  JRewlved,  by  the  Senate  and  Bouee  of  Reprt- 
eentatives  qf  the  United  Staiee  qf  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  present  a  sword  to 
the  nearest  male  relation  of  Midshipman  John 
Clark,  who  was  slain  gallantly  combating  the 
enemy  in  the  glorious  battle  gained  on  Lake  Erie, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Perry^  and  to 
communicate  to  him  the  deep  regret  which  Con- 
gress feels  for  the  loss  of  that  brave  officer. 
Approved,  February  19, 1814. 
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SENATE FIRST    SESSION. 


Page. 
A. 

idtmsy  John  Q.,  the  nominfttion  of,  u  one  of 
the  Envoys  Extraordinary,  ^c^  to  treat 
of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  ^o.,  con- 
finned  90 

dditional  Military  Force,  a  bill  to  amend  the 

act  to  raise  an,  read,  dec.  -  -  -  32 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  .  .  33 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  35 
retomed  from  the  Hoase  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment,  and  concurred  in  -  41 
a  bill   supplementary  to  the  above,  read 

twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -      77 
indefinitely  postponed        ....      79 
iminietration  of  Justice,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Dana,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  necessity  of  legislative  pro- 
Tiaion  for  the         .....      29 
a  bill  from  said  committee,  read,  dec  -      48 

read  a  second  time    .....      45 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...      54 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...      67 
retarned  ftom  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  -        ....      60 
concurred  in-----.      61 
ideivon,  Mr^  on  motion  of,  a  meseago  was  sent 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  informing 
them  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  as- 
sembled          -      18 

qpointment  of  certain  officers  by  the  President, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
aathorixing  the,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Seoate,  read  thrice,  and  passed  -  -  78 
kanaaw,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives giving  Airther  time  for  registering 
claims  to  lands  in  the  late  district  of,  Ac, 

read 61 

Yead  a  second  time    -        -        ...      66 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -      80 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •      81 
piy  Officers  under  General  Harrison,  a  memo- 
rial of  the,  complaining  that  injustice  has 
been  done  them  in  recent  appointments 
and  promotions,  read      -        -        -        •      27 
my  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of 
'WwLi  reported  a  code  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  the,  prepared 
in  obedience  to  act  of  Congress      -        -      28 
Mflsoni,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, for  appointment  and  compensation  of      69 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -        -      71 
reported  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and 
pa«ed  as  amended         -        -        •        -      78 

Idth  Con.  1st  &  2d  Ssits.— a 
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Bank  of  Washington,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the 
petition  of  the^  praying  permission  to  in- 
crease their  capital,  referred  to  a  select 
committee     ------      32 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read,  dbc     -        -        -      31 
read  a  second  time    -----      32 

postponed  to  December  next      ...      43 
Barges,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  built,  for  the 
defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  read,  dbc         -        -        -      86 
read  a  second  time,  and  amended       -        -      38 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        .      39 
Barney,  Joshua,  and  others,  owners  of  private 
armed  vessels,  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee         -        •      23^ 
report  of  said  committee,  read    -        -        -      32 
committed  to  a  select  committee         -        -      35 
a  bill  reported  for  their  relief      -        -        -      36 
(See  Goodst  4*^.,  captured.) 
Barrett,  Theodore,  and  Nathaniel  Gilbert,  Mr. 
l)aggett  presented  the  petition  of,  pray- 
ing release  from  penalties,  dec,  read       -      46 
Bayard,  James  A.,  the  nomination  of,  as  one  of 
the  Envoys  Extraordinary,  &c.,  to  treat 
of  peace,  dbc,  confirmed  ...      90 

Bayly,  Mountjoy,  Doorkeeper  and  SergeantFat- 
Arms,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  was  author- 
ized to  employ  an  assistant,  dec.     -        -       13 
Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  Mr.  Goldsborough 

submitted  a  resolution,  on  the  subject  of      91 
on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  resolution  was 
amended,  and  agreed  to         -        -        •      92 
Bibb,  George  M.,  of  Kentucky,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  -----      35 

Bledsoe,  Jesse,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  kentucky  for  six  years  from  the 
fourth  of  March  last,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  Ac     -        -        .        9 
Bounty,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
allowing  a,  to  owners,  officers,  and  crews, 
of  private  armed  vessels,  read  -        -      74 

read  a  second  time    -----      80 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  .      -        -82 
Bowen,  Benjamin   B.,  extra  compensation  aU 

lowed  to 79 

Breckenridge,  Reverend  John,  appointment  of, 

as  Chaplain -       18 

Brent,  Richard,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat  -----.      19 

British  Licenses,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  o( 

read 38 
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Britifh  Licenses — continued.  Page, 

read  a  second  tune    - 39 


recommitted      ...... 

reported  wih  amendments  ... 

oidered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Bryce,  Henrjr,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  ..... 
BaOocky  Wm.  B.,  appointed  Senator  bj  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  Georgia,  in  place  of  William 
H.  Crawford,  resigned*  watf  qualified,  dec. 
Business,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee 
was  appointed  agreeably  to  the  42d  rule 
for  conducting       -        - 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  a  similar  commit- 
tee was  appointed  agreeable  to  the  22d 
role,  dec       ---.-. 

C. 

Campbell,  Mr.,  two  resolutious  referring  certain 

pttits  of  the  Message  were  submitted  by  • 

Gtpitol,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee  was 

appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 

of  making  an  appropriation  for  repairing 

the  north  wing  of  the,  and  finishing  the 

Senate  Chamber    ... 

a  bill  to  that  effect  read,  dec. 

read  a  second  time    ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     • 

Ganiages  for  conveyance  of  persona,  a  bill  from 

the  House  of  Representatives  laying  duties 

on,  read  twice  and  referred    ... 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

Qhaplains,  Mr.  Anderson  submitted  a  rei:oiution 

for  the  appointment  of  two,  of  different 

denominations 

agreed  to 

concurred  in  by  House  of  Representatives  - 
Chaee»  Dudley,  appointed  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Vermont,  for  six  years  from  4th 
March  last,  produced  his  credentials,  was 
qualified,  ^c.         ..... 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  Mr.  Horsey, 
from  the  committee  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred certain  acts  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania respecting  the,  reported  - 
remrt  postponed  to  next  session  of  Gongr«M 
day,  Henry,  a  message  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives informed  the  Senate  that  they 
had  elected.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives    

Collectors  of  Customs,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  giving  information  of  those 
who  have  not  made  regular  returns  of 
regbtered  seamen  -        -        •        -        . 
Commissioners  of  the  Revenue,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  establish  the 
office  of,  read  twice,  and  recommitted 
reported  with  amendment  ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Condict,  John,  of  New  Jersey,  appointed,  and  took 
his  seat  ...... 

Congress,  a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, appointing  a  committee  to 
consider  and  report  wh^n  an  adjournment 
of,  may  take  plaee,  read  .        .        , 
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read  twice,  concurred  in,  and  a  committee 
appointed      ...         .         .        .     41 

report  of  said  committee  in  part,  read         -     41 
a  resolution  from  the  House  of  SepraMBt- 
atives  fixing  the  time  for  adjoomment  o( 
read  twice      ......     71s 

amended  by  striking  out  29th  Jnlx*  and  in- 
serting 2d  August,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading         -        -  .     -         -        -        -     B 

read  a  third   time,  and  paaaed  as  amended     74 
a  bill  firom  the  House  of  Representatives 

fixing  the  time  for  next  meeting  oS^  read     CI 
read  a  second  time    -        -        >        -        -     O 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .     0 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -     IS 
Connecticut,  a  letter  from  the  Governor  d^  en- 
closing a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature thereof,  that  thej  do  not  twHUj 
the  amendment  of  the  GoostitutioQ  in 
relation  to  titles  of  nobility    -        .        .     u 
Crane,  Captain  Ichabod  B.,  and  Captain  Roger 
Jones,  the  memorial  of,  referred  to  a  select 
committee     ......     S7 

report  of  said  committee    -        .        .        .     g| 
(See  jRos/er.) 
Cummins,  Ebenezer  H.,  a  letter  from,  aaUng 
permission  to  have  a  seat  to  report  tlie 
proceedings  of  the  Senate      •        -        •     S7 
Cutts,  Uharles,  appointed  a  Senator  by  Ifae  Ex- 
ecutive of  New  Hampshire,  to  fill  a  va- 
cancy, produced  his  credentials,  was  qoai- 
ified,  dec.       -        -         -        .       .        -       ^ 

D. 

Daggett,  David,  appointed  a  Benatar  Ay  the  Le- 
gislature of   ConnecticBt,  in   pbee  of 
Chauncey  Goodrich,  resigned,  prednced 
his  credentials,  dtc.         ....       9 
Dana,  Mr.,  notice  of  a  biU  eeoceniiag  eotaiii 

fisheries,  given  by  .        .        .        .      B 

(See  Fisheries.) 
Denny,  Thomas,  Mr.  VamiuB  preaenlcd  the  pe- 
tition of,  refoired   •        -        -        .        .     31   < 
a  biU  for  relief  of,  read       .        .        .        .     9S 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -     S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       -     9  ^ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        *     ^'    1 
Direct  Tax,  a  bill  from  the  Hoose  of  Beprassat- 
atives  to  lay  and  collect  a,  read  twiee,aad 
refenred         -        -        -        -  -     4S 

reported  with  amendments         .        .        .     o 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        •     68 

read  a  third  time^  and  passed  as  amended        65 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  iimti 

and  diaagree  toother  ameadmeBts  -        .76 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  oo&fineaoe      -     It 
modifications  reported,  and  adopted   -        -     It 
Direct  Taxes  and  Internal  Duties*  ahiU  fron  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  aasase- 
ment  and  collection  of,  read,  ^.    -        •     tt 
read  a  second  time»  and  referred        •        -     4S 
reported  with  amendments        -        .        .     41 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        .        •     47 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended        4T 
returned  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
not  conourred  in    -        -        -        -       «     SI 
Disttllem  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  a  bill  fioaa  tfas 
House  of  Repiesentativea  Isying  dsliai 
on  licenses  to,  read        •        .        .       •    tf 
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read  a  lecond  time,  and  referred        -        •  44 

reported  with  amendments        -        •        -  48 

farther  amended,  and  again  referred  -  53 

the  committee  discharged  from  its  Airther 

consideration         .....  54 

ordered  to  a  third  readings  as  amended       -  56 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  68 
Documents,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  authorize  the  transportation  of 

certain,  free  of  postage,  read,  dtc.    -        -  67 

read  a  second  time    .....  60 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  67 
Dorsej,  Joshua,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentatifes  for  relief  of,  read    ...  82 
Dulbor,  James^  and  his  associates,  a  bill  from 

the  House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of  66 

read  a  first  time         .....  66 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  71 

reported  without  amendment     ...  73 

read  a  third  time,  and  paraed    .        •        .  61 

E. 
Btibargo,  a  confidential  message  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  with  a  bill  laying  an, 
on  all  ships  and  vessels,  Ac,  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  under  an  in- 
junction  of  secrecy  ;  referred  -        .        *      99 
reported  with  amendments,  and  postponed  -      99 
the  third  reading  of  the  same  negatived      -     100 
ii^unction  of  secrecy  removed    ...     102 
Sntrance  of  Foreign  Vessels,  dec.,  Mr.  Dana  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  respecting  the,  into  our 
waters  .        -        --        -        -        -69 

read,  and  postponed  to  next  session  -  •  73 
Envoys  Extraordinary,  dec,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Leib,  ordered  that  the  Executive  record 
relating  to  the  nominations  of  Albert  Gal- 
latin, John  Quincy  Adams,  and  James  A. 
Bayard,  as,  to  negotiate  a  Treaty  of  Peace, 
d&c,  be  furnished  to  any  member  apply- 
ing for  the  same 83 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  was  ordered  to  cause  the  said  por- 
tion of  the  record  to  be  printed  for  the  use 

of  members 83 

STeringham,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Gaillard  pre- 
sented the  petition  of     -        .        •        -      59 
■Kecutive  proceedings      -        -        *        -        -      83 
{ztra  Compensation,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  peti- 
tion authorizing,  to  certain  officers  of  the 
Senate;  read         .       -b        .        .        .69 

read  a  second  time 72 

amended,  read  a  third  tame,  and  passed      -      79 

F. 

'aimem'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Campbell 
presented  the  petition  of  the,  praying  an 

extension  of  their  charter       -        -        -  20 

referred  to  a  select  committee    -        •        -  23 

a  bill  to  that  effect  reported  and  read  -        -  26 

poetponed  indefinitely        -        •        -        -  29 
!ire   Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria,  Mr. 
Brent  presented  a  petition  of  the,  praying 
an  act  of  incorporation  ;  referred  to  a 

select  committee    -        >        -        -        -  24 

a  InII  to  incorporate  the,  reported  and  read  -  26 

read  a  second  time,  and  recommitted  -        •  26 

reported  i^ith  amendments         ...  33 

ozdsred  to  a  third  reading  as  amended       •  38 

read  a  third  time,  and  poMed     ...  39 


PlH[e^ 

Fisheries,  Mr.  Dana  gave  notice  of  a  bill  con- 
cerning certain 22 

bill  read,  dec 23 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        .        .      24 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 25 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        •      25 
allowance  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the. 
(See  SaU,ijnported.) 
Forage,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  regulate  the  allowance  of,  to  ofiicers, 
dec. ;  read      ......      54 

read  a  second  time    .....      06 

referred  to  a  committee      -        -        -        -      57 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     .      09 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -        -      61 
Foreign  Licenses,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of, 

read 88 

read  a  second  time    .....      89 

recommitted -      46 

reported  with  amendments         -        -        •      47 
(See  BritUh  LieenseM.) 
Foreign  Relations,  Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a  res- 
olbtion,  that  so  much  of  the  Message  as 
relates  to  our,  and  the  Military  Establish- 
ment, be  referred  to  a  select  committee   .-       Id 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        •       19 
Fromentin,  Elijius,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Lousiana  for  six  years,  from 
the  4th  March  last,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  dec 24 

Furniture  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  King,  ordered  that  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  be  directed  to  sell  the  old      -        -      82 

G. 

Gaillard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -  -  -  •  -  10 
Gallatin,  Albert,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  (in 
Ezeentive  session,}  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  inform  the 
Senate  whether,  commissioned  as  one  of 
the  Envoys  to  treat  of  peace,  retains  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dec*  -  84 
Message  of  the  Preudent  of  the  United  States 

.    an  reply 86 

the  nomination  of,  as  Envoy,  dec,  referred 

to  a  select  committee  -  -  -  •  85 
said  oominittee  reported  two  resolutions— 
1.  That  the  ofiices  of  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury and  Envoy  Extraordinary  are  inoom-  * 
patible,  and  ought  not  to  be  united  in  the 
same  person ;  2.  That  the  committee  be 
instructed  to  eommunicate  the  foregoing 
resolutions  to  the  President  of  the  United 

SUtes 

the  first  resolution  agreed  to      •        -        - 
second  report  of  said  committee - 
the  Senate  resolved  that  they  do  not  advise 
and  consent  to  the  nomination  of,  as  En- 
voy Extraordinary,  dec.  -        -        -        - 
(Hmble,  WilUam,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robinson^ 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition,  pre* 
sented  at  last  session      -        -        -        -      29    * 
General  Land  Office,  a  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the,  concerning  a  revision  of  land 
claims  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia  -        -      20 
another  from  the  same,  in  relation  to  claims 
to  land  in  theaaid  district      ...      SO 
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General  Land  Office — continued.  Page, 

another,  in  relation  to  claims  to  land  in  the 
western  district  of  Orleans  Territory,  now 
State  of  Louisiana  ....      33 

Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  concern- 
ing certain  streets  in,  read     -        •        -      22 
read  a  second  time     .-.•>-      23 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      24 
German,  Obadiah,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  ------      18 

Gerry,  Elbridge,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  address  of,  to  the  Senate,  on  tak- 
ing the  Chair         ...        -        -      10 
Giles,  WUliam  B.,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 22 

Girard,  Stephen,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  present- 
ed the  memorial  of,  praying  the  liberation 
of  certain  vessels  seized  for  alleged  viola- 
tions of  non-importation  laws ;  referred  to 
a  select  committee         ....      22 
report  of  said  committee  read     -        -        -      32 
copy  of  said  report    -----      33 
Goldsborough,  Robert  H.,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  from  the  4^ 
of  March  last,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  dec.  -----       18 
Good    Friends,  Amazon,   and    United    States, 
ships,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  owners  of  the, 
read,  dec.       --..--      36 

read  a  second  time 38 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •      44 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -      45 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  -----      70 

amendments  concurred  in  -        -        -        -      72 

Gooding,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        -        -        -      26 
report  read        ------      47 

adopted,  and  leave  granted  to  withdraw  the 

petition  ..-..-- 

Qoodsa  dec,  captured  by  private  armed  vessels,  a 

bill  to  relinquish  the  claims  of  the  United 

SUtesto,  read 36 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading-        -        -        -        -        •        -      40 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      45 
Gore,  Christopher,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  ^ 
Executive  of  Mass.,  in  place  of  James 
Lloyd,  resigned,  produced  his  credentials       19 
credentials  read,  and  ordered  to  be  filed      -      21 
Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives making  appropriations  for  sup- 
port of,  read  twice        -        -        -        -      74 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -        .      79 
Government  Loan,  Mr.  Bibb  communicated  a  let- 
ter from  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury concerning  the  -        •        -      63 

H. 

Henley,  David,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  relief  of,  read  -        •        -      61 
read  a  second  time     -        -        -        -        -      65 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      81 
Hornet,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  sloop  of  war,  read    -        •        -        -31 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -      32 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 37 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •      38 


Honey,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  certain  Treeauy 
statements  relating  to  interest,  revcnne, 
dec,  were  ordered  to  be  printed 
Howell,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed under  the  22d  role  lor  conduct- 
ing bofliness  in  the  Senate      .         -        • 
Humiliation,  Fasting  and  Prayer,  the  Preeid«it 
of  the  Senate  oommnnicated  Che  resola- 
tions  of  the  General  Aeeemblj  of  the  Pree- 
byterian  Church,  recommending  a  day  ef 
Mr.  Anderson  submitted  a  reeolntion    re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
«       to  recommend  a  day  of  -         -        -        - 

resolution  read  ...--- 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading-        ------ 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        •        • 

L 

Indian  Tribes,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  with  statements  of  all  the  treaties 
held  with  the,  dtc         .... 

Infirm,  Disabled,  and  Superannuated  OiSoers, 
dec,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Internal  Duties,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, making  further  provision  for 
collection  of,  dec   ..... 

read  twice,  and  referred    .... 

reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  amended      ... 
Internal  Revenue,  dec,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hor- 
sey, the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  ww^ 
rected  to  cause  to  be  printed  eatMia  state- 
menu  from  the  Treasury  report^  'm.  nla- 
tion  to---         ---- 

Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the  Hoose  of  Rqi- 

resentatives  concerning .        .        -        - 

read  a  first  time         ..... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 

J. 

Jay,  Jameg,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition  ol^ 
referred         -.--.. 

report  from  the  committee        ... 

leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  relief  o^  asked 
and  refused   ------ 

Jones,  William,  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, a  report  from  -        -        .        -        . 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 

'  States  informing  the  Senate,  as  requested, 
that,  was  duly  appointed  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasory 
during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Gallatin 
Jumel,  Stephen,  and  others,  Mr.  German  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retaiy of  War        .        -        -        -        - 

report  of  that  officer  on  the  petition  of 

K. 

Kaskaskia,  a  letter  from  the  CommissicMier  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  with  a  copy  of  the 
reports  of  the  Commisftioners  for  the  rsn- 
sion  of  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of  - 
also,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Begie- 
tw  of  the  General  Land  Office,  dbc 
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on  moUon  of  Mr.  Monrow,  bo4h  lettorawere 
raTeiTed  to  the  committee  on  the  petition 

of  Thomas  8I00 21 

Song,  Rafaa,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legie- 
ktore  of  New  York  for  six  years,  from  the 
4th  of  A(^ch  last,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, &C.  -  -  -  -  .  -  19 
King  and  Queen  of  France,  portraits  of  the.  (See 
Penruyhania  Academy  of  Fine  Arte.) 
on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  lae  8ergeant-at^ 
Arms  was  directed  to  remove  the  por- 
traits of  the,  from  the  Senate  Chamber, 
to  one  of  the  committee  rooms        «        -      82 

L. 
Lacodc,  Abner,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 10 

Lee,  Rev.  Jesse,  a  message  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  that  they  have  appointed 
the,  Chaplain         -        -        -        .        -       18 
Lee,  Thomas  Sim,  and  others,  Mr.  Hunter  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -      30 
a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  prayer  of,  read   -      22 
read  second  time,  ordered  to  third  reading      23 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...      24 
Leib,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed under  the  42d  rule  for  conducting 
business  in  the  Senate   -        -        -        -       13 
Libraiy,  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on  the      18 
Uoyd,  James,  a  letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  in 

the  Senate 13 

toan,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

to  authorize  a,  read  -  ...  69 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  71 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third 

lime^  and  passed  as  amended  -        -      78 

Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolutian  asking  in- 
formation as  to  the  terms  on  which  the 
former  loan  was  obtained        -        -        -      69 

resolution  agreed  to 72 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  communicating  sundry  papers  from 
the  Treasury  Department  in  reply  to  the 

resolution -      76 

Lyon,  George,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    -        -        -      70 
read  a  second  time    .....      74 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -      81 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed 82 

M. 

Hacmulaj,  Daniel,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  pe- 
tition of -      26 

Deferred  to  the  Committee  on  Relations  with 

Foreign  Powers 31 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        -        -        -        -      37 
read  a  second  time    .....      38 
postponed  indefinitely        ....      43 
hCaaon,  Jeremiah,  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of 
New  Hampshire,  stating  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  State  had  elected,  a  Senator 
for  six  years  from  4th  March  last,  read   -      26 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  -      30 
Maseachusetts,  Mr.  Gore  presented  the  remon- 
strance of  the  Legislature  of,  against  the 
war       ..-...-37 

Mr.  Yamum  presented  the  protest  of  the 
minority  of  the  same,  declaring  the  war 
to  be  just,  &e. 37 


Page. 
Message,  the  President's  annual       ...      14 
five  hundred  copies  of  the  same  ordered  to 

be  printed      - ,18 

to  Uie  Senate,  containing  nominations  for 

advice  and  consent         -        -        -        -      88 
assigning  reasons  for  declining  to  confer 

with  their  committee      ....      95 
a  confidential    .-.--.      98 
Military  Establishment,  Mr.  Campbell  submitted 
a  resolution  that  so  much  of  the  Message 
as  refers  to  foreign  Powers  and  the,  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee         -        -      18 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         -      19 
Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  to  extend  the 

time  for  issuing  and  locating,  read  -      26 

read  a  second  time,  and  referied         •        -      26 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....      26 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      27 
Militia,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the,  to  execute  the  laws,  dtc., 
and  to  repeal  the  acts  now  in  force,  &c., 
read,  and  referred  •        -        •        -      20 

reported  with  amendments         -        -        -      21 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  as  amended  -        -      21 

recommitted M 

reported  with  amendments         ...      29 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...      30 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -      81 

(See  Widowe  ana  Orvhane  of.) 
a  bill  from  the  House  or  Representatives 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the,  dtc,  and  to  increase  the 
pay  of  volunteers  and  militia  corps,  read      66 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -      70 
reported  without  amendment,  and  indefi« 
nitely  postponed    -        ....      80 
Minifie,  Charles,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  allowance  of  interest, 
referred  to  a  select  committee         -        -      20 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       ....      26 
read  a  second  time    .....      27 
the  third  reading  negatived        ...      30 
Mississippi  Territory,  a  bill  to  establish  a  dis- 
trict court  in,  read  twice         -        -        -      46 
referred  to  a  select  committee     -        -        -      66 
reported  with  amendments         •        -        •      60 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -      80 
read  a  third  time,  and  indefinitely  postponed      81 
Mobile,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
'to  establish  the  town  of,  a  port  of  entry, 
read      -----..42 
read  a  second  time    .....      43 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        •        -      46 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        -      46 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -      48 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -      53 
Morrow,  Jeremiah,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
•  Legislature  of  Ohio  for  six  years  from  the 
4th  of  March  last,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  dec.  ...        9 

N. 

Naturalization,  a  bill  supplementaiy  to  the  acts 
heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  an 
uniform  rule  of,  read  twice,  dec.      -        -      81 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        •      26 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  -        -       -        -      81 
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amendments  referred  •  -  -  •  M 
concnrrenee  reported  -  -  •  - '  66 
recommitted  --....  68 
reported  with  amendment,  in  wliich  the 

Senate  concur        -        .        ...      70 
the  Houae  of  Repreaentativea  diaagree,  and 

the  Senate  recede  ....      78 

a  bill  concerning  evidence  in  caaea  of,  read       59 
read  a  aeoond  time    .....      61 
indefinitely  postponed        ....      79 
Naval  BaUbliahment,  Mr.  Campbell  siibmitted  a 
resolution  that  ao  much  of  the  Meaaage  as 
related  to  the,  be  refirted  to  a  select  com* 

mittee  - 18 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  •  19 
Newspapers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CampbeU,  the 
uanal  order  was  paaaed  for  the  supply  of, 
to  the  members  .....  13 
New  York,  Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of,  pray- 
ing Congreas  to  adopt  measures  for  their 
greater  aecurity,  dee.,  referred  •        .      27 

reported,  and  referred  to  SecretaTy  of  War      40 
Nicholas,  J.  B.    (.See  Fire  Insurance  Company 

of  Alexandria,) 
Nominationa  to  the  Senate,  (in  Executive  ses- 
sion,) Mr.  King  submitted  sundry  raaola- 
tions  requesting  information  of  the  Preai- 
dent  of  the  United  States  relating  to        -      84 
first  and  aecond  diaagreed  to,  and  the  third 

agreed  to 86 

Notes,  bank,  and  other,  dbc,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  laying  duties  on, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  60 
reoorted  with  amendments  ...  63 
oruered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  .  C9 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  71 
the  House  of  Representatives  agreed  to  one 

amendment,  and  disagreed  to  the  others  -      73 
the  Senate  iilaist,  and  ask  a  conference       -      74 
the  managers  report  modifications,  some  of 
which  the  Senate  agreed  to,  but  insisted 
on  one  of  their  amendments    -        •        •      79 
Nottingfa«m  Warp  Loom.   (See  Ward,  Richard.) 

0. 

Oloott,  Samuel,  Mr.  Daggett  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of-'-        -        .        .        .        -30 
Ordnance,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Representa* 

tivea  for  the  better  r^alation  of  the,  read  66 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        .       *.  70 

reported  with  amendments         ...  79 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  81 

P. 

Pensions  to  persons  on  board  private  armed  ves- 
sels, a  bill  concerning,  read    -        -        -      61 

read  a  second  time 66 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      82 
Pennsylvania,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
communicated  copies  of  certain  acts  of  the 

Legislature  of 23 

referred  to  a  select  committee  -  -  -  26 
(See  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Com^ 
pony.) 
Fannsylvania  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  Mr.  Laoock 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  remia- 
sion  of  duties,  dec,  referred  to  a  select 
committee      --....      41 
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Pennsylvania  Academy— eontiDued. 

a  bill  in  pmaoaaoe  of  the  pnyer,  ntd 

read  a  aecond  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  pwssd  -  .  . 
Mr.  Bledaoe  submitted  a  rasohitiM  iilkw 

iiing  the,  to  receive  the  portiiHi  of  da 

late  King  and  Queen  of  Fruiee     - 
referred  to  a  select  comaiittee    -     - 
reported  without  amendmeat    - 
negatived  on  the  thini  reading  • 
Phcenix,  Alexander,  Mr.  Geraian  pnscnied  ^ 

pettlion  ott  referred        ... 
a  bill  for  the  relief  oi;  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  paned     • 
returned  from  Che  House  of  RejireHaHtiw 

amended,  and  oencorred  in   •      •     • 
Pittsburg,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  BepraNOti* 

tivea  autherinng  the  sale  of  taiidiy  ki^ 

the  property  of  the  United  Sttlei,  Vk  Ik 

borough  of,  read  .... 

read  a  second  time 

read  a  third  time,  and  psswd  -  •  • 
Pontingon,  i.  A.  P.,  the  petilioa  ol^  raid  •  • 
Porto  and  Haibora  of  the  United  8(alei,tiiillpo- 

viding  for  the  further  deftaoe  of  tbtb  m' 

read  a  aecond  time 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  *  * 
President  of  the  United  Sutcs,a  jointeoMiilK 

appointed  to  inform  the,  of  a  qnonn    • 
Mr.   Anderaon,  from  said  eonaittae,  le- 

ported 

annual  Meaaage  of  the 

Mr.  Brent  gave  notioe'of  a  biH(orwn^f» 

the  aooommodalion  of  the 
a  bill  in  purauanoe  of  notice,  md    ' 
read  a  second  time,  and  refaied 
reported  without  amendment    -     -     * 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -     *     ' 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed    • 
Prize  Goods,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  SeiirMiit* 

atives  reducing  the  daties  00,  nsd - 
read  a  aeoond  tinle    .       -      -      *     ' 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -     '     * 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    - 

Q. 
Quarenburg,  John  W.,  Mr.  Daggett  pR<nti^ 

the  petition  of,  referred  -  *     ' 

Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  on  the  inbj^ 

ofa '     '   ^ 

R. 

Rangers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  SepieMB^ 
to  continue  in  force  certain  acta  «»■** 
izing  a  corps  o^  dec,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  lefiHied       *     * 

r^K>rted  without  amendment,  and  apdernta 
a  third  reading       .       .      -      -     * 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -      ' \ 

Registered  Seamen,  a  report  from  the  8^°^ 
of  State,  giving  inforawtion of  thoaaflj 
lectoia  of  the  customs  who  have  notw* 
If gttlar  retuma  of  -  '      '    J 

Retailers  of  Wines,  dec.,  a  bUi  from  theHooiatr 
Repreaentaiivea  laying  dotiea  on  iW^  jf 
to^  read         -       -       -      '      '    ,  § 

read  a  aeoond  time,  and  refeired 


71 
% 
fl 
41 

II 
M 
(I 

11 

14 
14 

% 
8 
fl 
M 
ft 
fl 

fl 

A 

fl 

91 


fl 


l> 


•  •  • 


Xttl 


INDEX. 


XI? 


Senate  Ptveeedinga  and  Debatei, 


63 


66 
68 

70 
72 

74 


19 


29 


Seliilen  of  Wiiie»— eontimied. 
reported  with  ameiidineDts 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended 
read  a  third  time  aa  amended,  and  passed  - 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  some, 

and  disagree  to  other  amendments  - 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference 
the  managers  report  modifications,  to  which* 
the  Senate  agree    ..... 

fiightp  of  Citzenship,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the 
memorial  of  sundry  natives  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland^  praying  to  be  admitted  to 
the,  referred   ...... 

JBobinson,  Mr.,  on  motion  o^  Wm.  Gamble  had 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  presented 
at  the  last  session  .... 

Boeter,  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Captains 
Crane  and  Jones,  reported  a  resolution 
directing  the  Secreta^r  of  War  to  lay  be. 
fore  the  Senate  a,  Sec    .... 

resolution  agreed  to  .... 

Roles  and  Regulations,  a  code  of,  for  the  gov-> 
ernment  of  the  Army,  reported  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  .... 

Rules  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  revise  the      . 
Russell,  Jonathan,  nomination  of,  as  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  to  Sweden     ... 
referred  to  a  select  committee    ... 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Wells  a  committee  was 
^  appointed  to  confer  with  the  President  of 

f  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  his 

nonunation    ......      95 

a  Message  from  the  President  declining  to 

confer  with  the  committee      ...      96 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer 
wiCh  the  President         .... 


80 
82 


28 


62 

91 
92 


96 


S. 

hies  at  AactioD,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  laying  duties  on,  read 
twice,  and  referred         .... 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended 

recommitted      ...... 

reported  with  further  amendments,  and  or- 
dered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
(alt,  imported,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives laying  a  duty  on,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ..... 

reported  with  amendments         -        - 

oraered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
iatterwhite,  Edwin  T.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  relief  of,  read    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    .  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ... 

cott,  Alexander,  Mr.  Giles  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ...... 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
-with  an  amendment        .        .        .        • 

concurred  in      -----        - 

ea  Feneibles,  a  biU  to  authorize  the  raising  a 
corps  o£,  read 
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Feneibles — continued.  Pager 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
*  reading  ......      8& 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      36* 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  .        .        .        .      9(|. 

and  concurred  in       -        -        -        -        -      07 

Senate*  members  prr^sent  at  the  meeting  of  the        9 
usual  resolutions  preparatory  to  adjournment 

of  the 83 

adjournment  of  the,  to  the  first  Monday  of 
December  next      -        -        ...      83 
^elly,  Thomas,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition 

off  referred  to  State  Department     .        .      70 

Simpson,  Tobias,  extra  compensation  allowed  to      79 

Sixth  Circuit  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Taitgave 

notice  of  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding 

the  circuit  courts  in  the         -        .        .      21 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  notice,  read      .        .      22 

read  a  second  time    .....      2$ 

referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -      24 
reported  without  amendment,  and  indefi« 
nitely  postponed    >        >        -        -        .      31 
Sloo,  Thomas,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ......      21 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       ....      23 

read  second  time,  ordered  to  third  reading    24 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...      25 
Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat  ......      18 

Society  of  Friends,  in  New  England,  Mr.  Crore 

presented  the  memorial  of  the,  read        .      39 
Stone,  David,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  North  Carolina  for  six  years  from 
the  4th  March  last,  appeared  and  was 
qnalified        ......        9 

Storm,  Thomas  Hall,  Mr.  King  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment   -        -        .».        .        .        '^l 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  reed         -      38 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       -        -        -        -      48 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •      4S 
postponed  indefinitely  -    -        -        -        -       57 

Sugar,  refined  within  the  United  States^  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  lay. 
ing  duties  on,  read  twice,  and  referred  46 

reported  with  amendments         .        -        •      62 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -      67 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend* 
ments  ...-..-58 
Superinten^nt  General  of  Military  Supplies,  a 
bill  nrom  the  House  of  Representatives 
freeing,  from  postage  all  letters  and  pack* 
ets  to  and  from  the,  read        -        -        •      37 
mad  a  second  time    .....      43 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -      44 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -      46 
Sweden,  Mr.  Anderson  submitted  a  resolution 
asking  for  the  correspondence  with  the 
King  of,  in  relation  to  an  interchange  of 

Ministers 92 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  message 

transmitting  the  papers  asked  for  *•      92 

Mr.  Goldsborough  submitted  a  resolution 
that  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  send 
a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  -        -      94 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Wells  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  a 
Minister  to    •.-•••      95 
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l*ut,  Charles,  appointed  a  Senator  bj  the  Le- 
gislature of  Georgia  fat  six  years  from  the 
4th  of  March  last,  produced  his  creden- 
tials and  wss  qualified  ...        .        9 
Tathuny  William,  a  report  from  the  Becretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of           -        -        -      52 
report  and  petition  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee   --S5 

Taylor,  Mr.,  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 

McCaulay 25 

Tims,  Charles,  extra  compensation  granted  to   •      79 
Trade  or  traffic,  a  bill  to  prohibit  all,  with  any 
of  the  dominions  or  dependencies  of  Great 

Britain,  read 36 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 38 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      39 
Treasury*  a  report  from  the  acting  Secretary  of 

the,  in  obedience  to  law  -        •        -31 

Turnpike  Road,  in  the  county  of  Alexandria, 
District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany for  making  a,  read  -        -        •      26 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        •      27 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        -      41 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        -        -      42 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •      43 
Tweedy^  Robert,  extra  compensation  allowed  to      79 

U. 

Ubner,  George,  Mr.  Gore  presented  the  memorial 
oU  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 

A&irs 30 

reported,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
SUie 89 

V. 
Vacancies,  Mr.  Gore  submitted  sundry  resolu- 
tions respecting  the  President's  power  to 
fill  certain,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate 
Taniim,  Mr.,  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 

Denny  

Vermont,  notice  of  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  and 

place  of  holding  the  United  States',  courts 

in-        .-----. 

a  bill  pursuant  to  notice,  read  a  first  and 

second  time 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  address  of 

the,  on  taking  the  Chair  of  the  Senate    - 

Vixen,  Brig,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  offic^  and 

crew  of  the  United  States       ... 

read  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -.-... 

read  a  third  time  and  passed      ... 

Volunteer  and  Militia  Corps,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  supplementary 

to  the  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 

militia,  and  to  increase  the  pay  of  the, 

read 66 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         .        .      70 
reported  without  amendment,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed    80 

W. 

Wagons  and  Teams,  a  bill  authoriiing  payment 
for,  lost  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  at  De- 
troit, read      41 


90 
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32 

33 
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79 
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Wagons  and  Teams— continnad.  hfk 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -       -43 

reported  without  amendment       -         -       -    4t 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -       -    41 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -       -    8 
Ward,  Richard,  Mr.  German  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  ...         -         .       .    39 
referred  to  a  select  committee     -         •        -    4f 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  o(  read        -         -       •    4S 
indefinitely  postponed        -         -         •       •     S 
Wame,  Willett,  a  biU  ttom  the  Hoose  ef  Rqiie- 
.     sentatives  for  relief  of    -         -         .       .     (9 
read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading-  -       -     71 
read  a  second  time    -        -         -        .        .    ^ 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -        -        -       •     S! 
taken  up,  resd  a  third  time  and 
Wells,  William  H.,  the  credentials  of, 

ator  appointed  by  the  Lcgvdature  of  Dela- 
ware in  place  of  James  A.  Bayard,  re- 
signed, were  communicated  and  read  •  SS 
appeared  and  was  qualified  -  -  -  1& 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  Militia,  a  bill  firom  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  provide  for 
the,  slain  or  disabled  in  service,  read  <i 

read  a  second  time  and  referred         -        •SI 
reported  with  amendments         -        .       .     a 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     7S 
Winter,  Elisha  J.,  Mr.  German  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  to  a  select  coounittee  91 
a  bill  for  relief,  read  -  -  •  .  .  41 
read  a  second  time  -  -  .  .  •  4( 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •      51 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .       .       .     JT 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepreaenlsAves 

with  amendments  .       .       .        .      S& 

concurred  in-        -        ...        -67 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers        -       -      n 

Y. 
Yeas  and  Nays,  on  agreeing  to  the  report  on  the 

petition  of  Joshua  Barney  and  othcn  S 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  relinqusk 
the  claims  of  the  United  States  to  goods, 
dec,  csptured  by  private  armed  vessels    -     M 
on  postponing  the  same     .        .        .        .     H 

on  recommitting  the  bill  for  relief  of  the 
owners  of  the  ships  Good  Friends,  Ama- 
zon, dtc        ......     45 

on  recommitiing.  the  House  bill  for  aasees- 

ment  and  collection  of  direct  tax  dec       -     47 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -        -     € 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning 


on  amending  the  bUl  laying  duties  on 
lers  of  spirituous  liquors  ... 

on  recommitting  the  bill  concerning  Britiah 
licenses  •-.--.. 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 

on  amending  the  bill  laying  duties  on  car- 
riages     

on  recommitting  the  same  ... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  aame 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 
on  distillers  dec.     ..... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 
on  sugars  refined  ..... 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  dntiss 
on  sales  at  auction  .... 

on  amending  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  di- 
rect tax         61. 
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Tmi  and  Naye — coDtinued.  Page. 

on  recommUting  the  same ,  -  -  -  65 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  65 
on  amending  the  bill  concerning  retailers  &c.  66 
on  amending  the  bill  taxing  notes  &c.  67,  68 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  tax  retail- 
ers          68 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  tax  salt 

imported 68 

on  postponing  the  bill  taxing  notes,  &;c.      71,  74 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        -        -      74 
on  amending  the  bill  to  reduce  the  duties  on 
prize  goods    ......      80 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        -        -      80 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        -        -      81 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  allowing  a 
bounty  to  owners,  d^.,  of  private  armed 

vessels $2 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  regulating 

pensions  to  persons  on  board  said  vessels      82 
on  ag^reeing  to  Mr.  King's  resolution,  con- 
cerning certain  nominations   -        .        -      84 
on  referring  the  nomination  of  Albert  Gal- 
latin to  a  select  committee      -        -        -       86 
on  the  resolution  declaring  incompatible  the 
duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
of  Envoy  {Extraordinary         -        -        -      86 
on  the  motion  to  communicate  the  above  to 

the  President  of  the  United  States        -      87 
on  Mr.  Daifa's  motion  to  furnish  members 
with  an  extract  from  the  Executive  record 
'  in  relation  to  the  nomination  of  Jonathan 

\         Russell 91 

on  Mr.  Goldsborough's  resolution  that  it  is 
inexpedient  at  this  time  to  send  a  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  to  Sweden        -        >      98 
on  amending  the  confidential  embargo  bill 

from  the  House  of  Representatives  -       99,  100 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        .        -    100 
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Accounts,  appointment  of  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee of    108 

Additional  Military  Force,  a  bill  hom  the  Sen- 
ate to  amend  the  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  to  raise  an,  read  twice,  and  referred  -    328 
reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted        -       * 332 

discussed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole        -    885 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 886 

Adjournment,  the  usual  resolutions  preparatory 

to  the 497 

Aliens,  Mr.  Fisk  presented  the  memorial  of  sun- 
dry, referred  to  thf  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations       -        -        -        -        -        -    391 

Alston,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  the  resolution  to  ad- 
mit stenographers 133 

remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  remon- 
strance   344 

Amelia  Island  vessels.  (See  Good  Friends, 
Amazon,  &c.) 

Appointment  of  Officers,  a  bill  authorizing  the, 
during  the  recess,  read  three  times,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed     -        -    486 


Page. 

Arkansas,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Com- 

.  mittee  on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 

to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 

further  time  to  the  purchasers  of  lands  in 

the  district  of 163 

a  bill  allowing  further  time  for  registering 
claims  to  land  in  the  late  district  of,  i^ead 

twice 396 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    463 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    470 
returned   from  the    Senate    with    amend- 
ments, and  concurred  in        -        -        -    489 
Arms,   Mr.   Stuart  submitted  a   resolution    to 
*        distribute,  to  every  able-bodied  man  in  the 

District  of  Columbia       ....    498 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs       499 

report  of  the  same  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 

on  the  table 499 

Army  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of 
War  reported  a  code  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  the,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs      -     144 
Arts  and  Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Kim,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
directed  to  report  the  progress  made  in 
preparing  a  digest  of  the,  of  the  United 
States   -        -        -        -        -        -        -     145 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  the  same  officer 
was  directed   to  have  printed  a  certain 
number  of  copies  of  the  digest  authorized 
to  be  made   --.--.    418 
Assessors,  a  bill  for  the  appointment  and  com- 
pensation of,  &C.,  read  twice  ...    472 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...     476 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in  -        -        •        -        -    488 

Bank  and  other  Notes,  dbc.,  a  bill  laying  duties 

on,  read  twice  .....  441 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ....  448 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  446 
read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 466 

amended,  and  again  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing         466 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  469 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  478 
agreed  to  in  part,  and  disagreed  to  in  part  -  482 
the  Senate  insisted,  and  asked  a  conference  484 
the  House  also  insist,  and  agpree  to  the  con- 
ference   -        -    484 

Bank  of  Washington,  a  bill  to  increase  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  the,  read  twice,  &c.      -       ,-     144 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordere^  to 

lie  on  the  table 146 

Barbarick,  Theophilus,  Mr.  Miller  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        -    311 
the  committee  discharged  ....    382 
Barges,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the 
building  of,  for  defence  of  ports  and  har- 
bors, read  twice,  and  committed      -        -    382 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    ...        -        -    384 
Bassett,  Burwell,  Mr.  Eppes  presented  the  peti- 
tion  of,  complaining  of  the  undue  election 
of  Thomas  M.  Bayly,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections        -        -       ^.    «  •    111 
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Barwellf  BaMettr— continued.  Page. 

report  of  said  committee  read     .        .        -     181 

the  report  recommitted      ....    479 

again  reported,  postponed  to  next  sesftion      486 

Bayliea,  Mr.,  remarkjs  of,  on  the  MaaaachuBetts 

remonatrance 349 

BayW)  Thomas  M.,  report  on  the  contested  elec- 
tion of 131 

(See  Btusett,  Burwell,  aboTe.) 
Beall,  Rezin,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 

seat 144 

Benson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts 

remonstrance         -        -        -        -        -    348 
remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations      ....    436 
Bibb,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  reso- 
lution     162 

on  the  resolution  to  distribute  arma,  dec,    -     163 
notice  by,  that  he  should  call  up  the  revenue 

bills  to-morrow      ....        -    302 
remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  remon- 
strance   348 

on  the  resolution  concerning  the  Northern 
army    -------    420 

on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 

Relations 437 

Bigelow,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  reference  of  a 

petition 1B4 

on  the  Massachusetts  remonstrance    -     346,  349 
Blydenburg,  Benjamin  B.,  Mr.  Benson  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  contesting  the  election 
of  £benezer  Sage,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Elections        -        .        .        - 
postponed  to  the  next  session    -        -        - 
Bond,  Shadrack,  delegate  from  Illinois,  was  qual- 
ified and  took  his  seat    -        -        -        - 
Bounty  to  Privateers.  (See  Private  armed  vessels,) 
Bowers,  John  M.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat    -        .        -        -        - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  the  Committee  of 
Elections  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther Isaac  Williams  was  entitled  to  the 

seat  claimed  by 312 

report,  postponed  to  next  session        -        -    384 
Boyd,  William,  of  New  York,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 107 

Bradley,  Mr.,  speech  of,  introducing  a  resolution 
to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  ftilures  of 
our  Northern  armies      •        -        -     413, 420 
Brigham,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts 

remonstrance 348 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  di- 
rect tax  - 406 

British  Barbarities,  Mr.  Macon,  made  a  report  on 

the  subject  of 489 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Qmndy,  five  thousand   . 
copies  of  said  report  were  ordered  to  be 

pnnted 492 

British  Licenses,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  pro- 
hibit the  use  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    446 
reported,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 

of  the  Whole 483 

without  amendment 484 

Bnrch,  Beniamin,  appointment  of,  as  Assistant 

Doorkeeper    -----.     107 

Burwell,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  naturalization 

bUl         ......    147,  164 

on  the  report  on  Mr.  Webetei^s  resolutions    437 
Butier,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolu- 
tions      303 


396 
434 

143 


301 


317 
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49 
431 
451 


im 

161 


c. 

Calhoun,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolatioii  to  s4> 

mit  Geo.  Richards  as  a  8teaogra.pher    111,  19 
on  the  resolution  to  distribate  arms    -       •  Itt 
on  Mr.  Webster's  resolotions      -         -      €1,  IH 
speech  of,  on  the  same       -         -         -       -   11) 

expresses  his  desire  to  stop  the 

the  same        -        .         -         - 
remarks  of,  on  the  Maaaachiiaetts 

strance  --.-         -         --3ff 

on  his  report  on  the  Webster  rcs^ntions  441, 4S 

Capitol,  a  bill  to  improve  the  grounds  arovAd  the, 

read  twice,  Ac      .        -         -        -       . 

a  bUl  firom  the  Senate  to  repair  the  north 

wing  of  the    -        -        -         -        -       - 

twice  read,  and  committed  ... 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed    .        .         .        .       - 

Captures  by  private  armed  vessels,  a  bQi  from 
the  Senate  to  relinquish  the  dsims  of  the 
United  States  to  certain  goods  iotrodneed 
by,  read  twice        ..... 

•  read  a  third  time,  and  paiwied      ... 

Carriages  for  conveyance  of  persons,  a  bill  laying 

duties  on,  read  twice      .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  '  - 
returned  fi'om  the  Senate  with  amendmsats 
concurred  in-        -        •        •        ..4Q 
Chaplains,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senalc  fcr 
the  appointment  of  two  -        -      *- 

concurred  in      -        -        -        ... 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  on  motkn  of 
Mr.  IngersoU,  a  committee  was  yyaihrrd 
to  inquire  into  the  expediescf  of  subscrib- 
ing to  the  stock  of  the    - 
Cheves,  Langdon,  of  South  Caxohnsb,  was  faal- 
ified,  and  took  his  seat  .        .        .        - 
Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee  of 
Claxton,  Thomas,  appointment   of,   as  ]>oor- 
keeper  ....... 

Clay,  Henxy,  election  and  address  at,  as  Speaker 
remarks  of,  on  the*  motion  to  admit  George 
Richards  as  a  stenographer    ... 
Clerk  of  the  House,  election  of  a       ... 
Clopton,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  laying  du- 
ties on  carriages    ..... 

Commerce  and  Manufactures,  appointment  of 

the  standing  committee  on 
Commissioner  of  Revenue,  a  bill  to  establish  the 
office  of,  read  twice        ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
concurred  in-        -        -        -        -        -4M 

Conduct  of  the  War,  Mr.  Bradley  submitted  a 

resolution  to  inquire  into  the  ... 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 

Congress,  Mr.  Benson  submitted  a  resolotioa 

concerning  the  adjournment  of 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

Mr.  Grundy  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 

adjournment  of,  on  29th  July,  twice  read 

subsequentiy  read  a  third  time,  and  agreed 

to 

returned  from  the  Senate  vrith  an  amend- 
ment changing  the  day,  and  concurred  in   ^ 
Congressional  Reservation,  Mr.  Humphreys  sob- 
mitted  a  resolution  concerning  daxns  to 
land  within  the      -        -        -        .        -   3Ef 
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466 


tuty  a  letter  fron  th<»  Gevenior  wi(h  a 
olntion  of  the  Legislature  of,  not  rati- 
ng the  proposed  amcnteent  to  the 
netitation  respectiog  titlee 
on,  Mr.  J.  G.  Jaokson  submitted  a  re^" 
tion  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
'homes,  of  Delaware,  appeared  and  took 

seat 

Admiralty,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts, 
)  Naval  Committee  were  instructed  to 
[uire  concerning  the  fees  charged  in  the 
artial,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the 
•mmittee  on  Military  Affairs  were  in- 
ucted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
owing  counsel  to  persons  on  trial  be- 

e 

the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  8en- 
»  concerning  suits  and  costs  in  the 
twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  . 
'ted  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 
d  passed  as  amended  -  .  .  - 
I,  William,  jr.,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified, 

d  took  his  seat  ' 158 

,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qnali- 
(d,  and  took  his  seat    •        -        -        -     111 
ch  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a 
rect  tax 40» 


326 

446 
466 

469 


108 
166 

166 

487 
488 
312 
319 


D. 

shing  Company,  Mr.  Pitkin  presented 
e  petition  of  the,  referred     -        -        -     134 
Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
if  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -    476 

rted  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
me,  and  passed    ....        -    478 
fr.,  remarks  of,  -on  Mr.  Grosreiior's  mo- 
on to  amend  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  re- 
lecting  the  spirit  and  means  of  the  en- 
ny  in  conducting  the  war     -        -        -     109 
ion  of  enemy's  armed  Tossels  of  war,  a 
11  supplementary  to  the  act  to  encourage 
le,  read  twice,  and  committed       -        -    447 
Daniel,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  and 

K>k  his  seat 

fohn,  report  on  the  petition  of      -        - 
U  fori  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  commit- 

5d 

tic  Expenses,  Mr.  Eppes  submitted  sun- 
ry  resolutions  respecting  -  -  - 
;ch  were  amended  and  agreed  to  - 
i*ax,  a  bill  for  assessing  and  levying  a  - 
ended  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  discussed 
mssion  on  the  bill  continued  •    330,  371 

House  refused  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
nents  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
ind  the  bill  was  again  committed   -        -    381 
orted  and  discussed       ....    393 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  report 
k  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a,  read  twice       •    396 
lered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        -    399 

id  a  third  time 406 

al  passa^  of  the  same  -  -    412 

tuned  (lom  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

read,  and  referred 472 

reement  to  some  and  disagreement  to  other 
amendments  reported     ....    478 
i  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference       •    478 
B  managers  report  a  compromise,  which 
was  agreed  to ^6 


Pege. 
Direct  Taxes  and  latenial  Duties,  a  bill  for  the 
assessment  and  collectioa  of,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 399 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  coneorred  in  with  an  amendment     -    449 
the  Senate  insisted  on  their  amendments    -    443 

the  House  receded 447 

Dtstribution  of  Arras,  Mr.  Pitkin  submitted  a 

resolution  respecting  the         ...     159 
adopted,  and  a  committee  appointed  -        -163 
report  of  said  committee  refemd        -        .    400 
District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  for  the 108 

Dividing  Creek,  Virginia,  Mr.  Hungerford,  pre- 
sented a  petition,  praying  that  a  new  col- 
lection district  and  port  of  entry  may  be 
established  at,  referred  ....  472 
Documents,  an  engroesed  bill  to  authorize  the 
transportation  of  certain,  free  of  postage, 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  446 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  of  similar  tenor, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading ' 447 

Dofsey,  John,  a  favorable  report  on  the  petition 

of 466 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  three  times  and 

passed 488 

Dttfour,  J.  J.,  and  his  associates,  a  bill  for  relief 

of,  read  twice,  and  committed         -        -     167 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 470 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -    471 
Donn,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Sergeant^i- 

Arms 107 

Duvall,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  and  col- 
lect a  direet  tax      372 

E. 

Elections,  appointment  of  the  standing  Commit* 

.     tee  of 108 

Mr.  King,  of  Maasachusetts,  submitted  three 
resolutions  concerning  the  Committee  of 
the  first  resolution  concurred  in  • 
the  second  resolution  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 

the  third  resolution  postponed    ... 
a  report  from  the  Committee  of  -        <• 
Embargo,  (secret  session,)  a  bill layingan,  twice 
read,  and  committed       ... 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed    .        .        .        .        •    603 
a  message  from  the  Senate  that  they  do  not 
concur  in  the  said  bill    ...        -    604 
Encouragement  to  Privateers,  Mr.  Nelson  sub- 
mitted two  resolutions  concerning  - 
both  agreed  to  - 
Eppes,  Mr.,  remarks  ot,  on  the  resolution  to  ad- 
mit George  Richards,  stenographer 
Extra  Compensation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Findley, 
ordered  that,  be  paid  to  certain  persons 
employed  by  the  Doorkeeper 

P. 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  an  adverse  report 

on  the  petition  of  the,  concurred  in         -    162 
concurrence  reconsidered,  and  the  report  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    -     163 

Parrow,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to 

admit  stenographers       -        -        -        -    134 


167 

167 

167 
168 
469 
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466 
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122 
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Farrow,  Mr.— continued.  Pa^e. 

on  Mr.  Webster's  reaolations  ...  185 
on  the  MassachuBetts  remonatraace  •  -  347 
on  the  reaolution  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 

of  the  war 420 

Finances,  a  bill  from  the  Treasury  Department, 

with  the  annual  report  of  the  -        -        -     127 
Findley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  subject  of  in- 
demnlficatioa  for  property  lost  by  the  sur- 
render of  Detroit   -        -        >        -        -    147 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 
conduct  of  the  war        'i-        -        -        >    417 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Alexandria,  a  bill 
to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   145 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  153 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  purport, 

read  twice,  and  committed      ...    382 
reported  without  amendment      ...    432 
Fishenes,  a  bitl  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for 
the  governmenr  of  persons  in   certain, 
read  twice,  and  referred  -        -        -     152 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 1 65 

allowance  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the    433 
Fisk,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  remarks  of,  on  the  dis- 
tribution of  arms    .....     161 
on  his  resolutions  respecting  maritime  de- 
fence      166 

on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions  -  -  -  174 
on  the  petition  of  B.  F.  Pomeroy  -  183,  184 
on  referring  the  case  of  Mr.  Bowers  to  the 

Committee  of  Elections  -        -        -    313 

speech  of,  on  Massachusetts  remonstrance     342 
Fisk,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  remarks  of  on  the  distri- 
bution of  arms       .....     162 
on  the  Massachusetts  remonstrance    •        -    347 
Forage,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  allowance -of,  to 

officers  of  the  Army,  read  twice     •        •    441 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    443 
Foreign  Affairs,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  so  • 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to,  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee         -        -     109 
appointment  of  a  committee  on  •        -        -     110 
report  on  the  state  of         ....    485 
Fiankhn,  Meshack,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat  .....    107 

French  Decrees,  Mr.  Webster  submitted  sundry 
resolutions  calling  for  information  con- 
cerning certain 150 

the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  table  152 
the  first  resolution  agreed  to  -  -  -  302 
the  second  resolution  agreed  to  -        -    308 

the  third  and  fourth  resolutions  agreed  to  -    309 
and  the  fifth  resolution  agreed  to        -        -    310 
a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
reply  to  the  foregoing  resolutions   -        -    433 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  re- 
ported a  resolution  that -the  conduct  of 
the  Executive  in  relation  to  the,  meets 
with  the  approbation  of  the  House         -    435 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  five  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be 

printed 439 

Mr.  Goldsborough  moved  for  printing  the 
same  number  of  copies  of  the  resolution 
asking  for  information  concerning  the  re- 
peal of  the,  which  was  not  considered    •    442 


Franeh  Decrees— continued.  Fifk 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  lor  the  eonflUentieu  «f 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Pofciga 
Relations  on  the  replj  to  Mr.  Wehstar^ 
resolutions,  which  motion  waa  Umt        -  O 

G. 
Gaston,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  resolntien  to  ad- 
^    mit  George  Richards,  stenographer      119,18 

remarks  o^  on  the  naturalization  bill  -       -   m 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resohitions     -   SS 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Commit* 
tee  of  Foreign  Relationa         -        -       -  431 
General  Land  Office,  a  report  finom  the  Coramis- 

sioner  of  the         -        .         -        .     lis,  117 
Georgetown,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning 
certain  streets  in,  read  three  times,  and 

passed m 

Gholson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  reconsideration 
of  the  Tote  on  the  petition  of  the  Far- 
mers' Bank  of  Alexandria      -        -       -    IB 

speech  of,  on  the  reaolution  concerning  the 
conduct  of  the  war         -         .        .       .   41s 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations  on    Mr.  Web> 
star's  resolutions    -  -        -        •  tfB 

Glasgow,  Hugh,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat    -        .         -        -        .    141 
Glebe,  in  Alexandria  county,  D.  C,  a  bill  to  an- 
thorixe  the  sale  of  the,  read  twice^  and 
committed     ......    ISS 

Goldsborough,  Charles,  of  Maryland,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat     -        >        -        .111 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  compen- 
sating the  mounted  riflemen  •        -    i^  196 

on  the  petition  of  B.  F.  Pomeroy      -        •    183 
Good  Friends,  Amaxon,  and  United  Stalca^^hiiill 
from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  oC  the  own- 
ers of  the  ships,  and  their  caigoes  -        -    4M 

twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means       -        -        -        -    413 

reported  without  amendment,  and  commib- 
ted 411 

the  committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again 471 

amended  by  adding  thereto  the  Femandina, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        .        .471 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    178 
GoTornment,  a  bill   making  appropriatioas  for 

support  of,  read  twice,  and  committed    -    173 

reported  without  amendment,  and  oxilered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -        .         .        .481 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         .         -    489 
Grosvenor,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on   proposing   to 
amend  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respecting 
the  spirit  and  manner  of  the  war  waged 
by  the  enemy         ....      i^S,  ill 

on  the  petition  of  George  Richards,  to  be 
admitted  as  a  reporter    -        -         .        •    liS 

speech  of,  in  favor  of  granting  the  pririlege 
prayed  for      -        -        -         -        -      ilfi,  US 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  indemnify 
for  property  lost  at  Detroit      .         .      148, 10 

on  the  naturalixation  bill   -        .         .        .    15 

on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions      -         .        .    ITB 

on  the  reference  of  a  petition     -        .        .    I8I 

speech  of,  on  the  French  decrees        -        .Ml 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Fisk's  motion  to  rafer 
the  election  of  Mr.  Bowers  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections         -        .        .     313,11^ 
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'f  Mr. — conUaued.  Page. 

e  report  of  the  Comnuitee  of  Foreign 
latioos  oa  Mr.  Webster's  reeoluUons  •    437, 

438 
Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  petition  of 
orgo  Richards    -        •>        -        -        -    IIS 
mpensation  to  the  Kentucky  mounted 
amen         ------    185 

h  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions     •    219 

H. 

ing,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified,  and  took 

seat Ill 

\.  C,  of  Maryland,  appeared  and  took 

seat  ......     108 

li  of,  on  the  petition  of  George  Richards  1 13 
ply  to  Mr.  Wright  -  -  •  -  118 
!r.  Webster's  resolutions  -  -  -  178 
rka  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Grundy  -  -  261 
e  bill  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt  -  468 
homes  H.,  the  seat  of  contested  by  Mr. 

Hy Ill 

t  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  in  the 

le  of 137 

ih  of,  on  the  said  report      ...     i38 
louse  concur  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
ttee  allowing  time  to^  for  procuring  tes- 

lony 145 

k,  Abraham,  of  New  York,  was  quali- 

J,  and  took  his  seat    -        -        -        .    328 

jdf  Mr.,  delegate  from  Missouri  Terri- 

y,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat      •     147 

>avid,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

d  committed       ....        -     14$ 

led  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

a  third  reading 463 

a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    469 

Samuel,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

d  took  his  seat 134 

xks  of,  on  the  reference  of  a  petition 

esented  by  him 183 

Samuel,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified  and 
>k  his  seat          ...        -        -    317 
jks  of,  on  the  resolution  censuring  the 
oduct  of  the  war         ....    415 
I  bill  to  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of 
B  sloop-of-war,  read  twice,  dDC    -        •     156 
rted,  blanks'  fiUed,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
Kding 302 

a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  311 
'ned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmente  383 
urred  in 413 

Representetives,  members  present  at 
e  meeting  of  the         .        -        .        -    105 
It  session  of  the  ....    493 

omment  of  the,  to  the  first  Monday  in 
Dcember  next      .        -        .        .        .    498 
Nathaniel,  of  New  York,  appeared  and 

ok  his  seat 108 

ion,  fasting,  dtc ;  a  resolution  of  the 
eneral  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
hurch,  appointing  a  day  of,  was  pre- 
nted  to  the  House  ....  145 
lolution  from  the  Senate,  requesting  the 
resident  to  recommend,  dec  -        -    446 

I  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    456 

a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -        .    463 
nt  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
resident  with  the  same        .        •        -    469 


Page. 

Humphreys,  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing lands  within  the  Congressional  reser- 
Tation  in  the  Stete  of  Tennessee    -        -    318 
Hongerford,  John  P.,  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  with  a  resolution  that, 
is  not  entitled  to  his  seat,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        -     148 
the  report  discussed  .        .        -        -        -    156 
resolution  rejected  and,  confirmed  in  his  seat    164 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  the  vote 
was  reconsidered,  and  the  report  recom- 
mitted -------     166 

subject  postponed  to  the  next  session         -    488 
Hunter,  William,  speech  of  (secret  session)  on 
the  proposition  to  take  possession  of  East 

Florida 506 

Hjrneman,  John  M.,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat     -        •        •        -    110 

Indiana,  Mr.  Jennings  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  further  time 
ibr  purchasers  of  public  lands  in,  to  com- 
plete their  paymente  -  •  -  -  111 
also  a  memorial  praying  Congress  to  confirm 
the  sale  of  eertai^  iMids  for  the  benefit  of 
the  University  in  said  Territory,  both  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  HI 
Infirm,  disabled,  dbc.,  officers,  dtc,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  for  relief  of         -        -        -        -317 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -        -    318 
reported  without  amendment,  and  committed    892 
Ingersoll,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to 
make  additional  accommodations  for  ste- 
nographers            •        -        -        -        -122 
on  the  Massachusetts  remonstrance    -        -    346 
speech  oi^  on  the  resolution  to  impose  a  duty 
on  distilled  spiriU           ...        -    362 
Insurance  Company  in  Georgetown,  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate an,  read  twice,  dec          -        -    146 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -     153 
a  bill  respecting  an,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   332 

Internal  Duties.     (See  Assessors,) 
Invalid  Pensions,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the 
unfinished  bill  of  the  last  session  con- 
cerning, was  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  Claims 166 

the  bill  reported  with  amendments,  and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  470 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  471 
returned  with  amendments,  and  concurred  in    488 

J. 

Jackson,  John  G.,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat  -.-.---     107 

remarks  oi^  on  his  resolution  to  add  to  the 
Stending  Committees  one  on  the  Judi- 
ciary     132 

remarks  of^  on  the  Massachusette  remon- 
strance -.-.--    343 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 
failure  of  our  Northern  armies        -        -    416 

speech  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  to 
amend  the  Constitution  -  .  .  430 
Jay,  Peter  A.,  Mr.  Benson  presented  the  petition 
of,  complaining  of  the  undue  election  of 
John  Lefferte,  refiorred  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections 396 

postponed  to  next  session  -       -       -    434 
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JenningSf  Jonathan ,  a  delegate  from  Indiana 

Territory,  produced  his  credentials,  Ac.     107 

Jones,  "William,  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

annual  report  of,  on  the  finances    -        -    127 

Judiciary,  Mr.  Jackson  submitted  a  motion  for 
the  appointment  of  a  standing  committee 

on  the 123 

the  motion  agreed  to         -        .        .        .     133 

K. 

Kaskaskia,  copy  of  a  report  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  district  of,  referred     -        -     112 
a  letter  from  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office 

at,  referred    --....     127 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  opening 
a  road  from  Shawneetown  to,  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        .    492 
Kelly,  William,  Mr.  Ghrundy  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  contestiur  the  election  of  Thomas 
K.  Harris,  refeited  to  the  Committee  of 
KlectioBs       -        -        .        .        •        -111 
report  of  said  committee    -        •  -    137 

the  report  adopted     -        .        .        .        .     145 
statement  made  by  (note)  .        .        -     138 

Kennedy,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on^e  naturalization 

Ml  •-••...  4^ 
Ksntncky,  on  motion  of  Mr.  MoKee,  amended 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsboroogh,  the 
Committee  on  MiliUry  Affairs  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
refunding  to  the  8ute  of,  and  other  Butes, 
the  sums  expended  in  defence  of  their 
respective  frontiers  ....  472 
KUbourn,  Mr.,  a  resolution  was  submitted  by, 

respecting  the  Northwest  Territory         -    311 

L. 

Lawrence,  Captain  James,  Mr.  Nelson  submitted 

a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a 

committee  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 

conferring  public  honors  on  the  mem- 

T       r»^^^^. 481 

Lee,  Reverend  Jesse,  appointment  of,  as  Chap- 

-   ^     1*JJ>^ 108 

tiefferts,  John,  a  petition  complaining  of  the  un- 
due election  of,  was  *  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections         ....    395 
the  consideration  of  the  subject  postponed 
to  next  session       -        .        .        .        .    434 
Library,  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on  the     111 
Licenses  to  Distillers,  a  bill  laying  duties  on, 

tead 371 

recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  381 

reported  with  amendments         ...  883 

read  a  second  time  as  amended  -        .  387 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ....  390 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     .  392 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  393 
returned  from  the  Benate  with  amendmento  466 
and  concurred  in       -        -        .        .        .  464 
Loan,  a  j^Ul  authorizing  a,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted  .......  471 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 477 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 

ment,  which  was  agreed  to     -        -        -  486 
Lloyd,  Jamee,  Mr.  Crawford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  respecting  a  combustible  liquid, 

^c,  read       ......  328 


Lkiyd,  James— continued.  Ve, 

referred  to  the  Secrettry  of  theNiTj.iiih 
instructions  to  order  experimenti  •     .  39 
Lowndes,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  wk^. 

fled,  and  took  his  seat    -      •      •     •  III 
Lyon,  George,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twin,  nd 

committed (;{ 

reported  without  amendment,  read  1  tUnl 
time,  and  passed ffl 

M. 

Macon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  natunlizalioDbiS  IX 
on  the  Massachusetu  remonitraoce  •  MS,  Ml 
Magrnder,  Patrick,  election  of,  u  Cleii  of  tk 

House iff 

Marine  and  Fire  Insorance  Company  in  Alex* 
andria,   a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  ted 

twice,  dtc Iti 

reported  without  amendmsot    •     •     •  IJJ 
Maritime  Frontier,  Mr.  Fitk  of  New  York  nb- 

mitted  a  resolution  on  the  snbject  of  tbe  IV 

resolution  adopted 1" 

Mason's  Causeway,  a  bill  soppleoeirtiiy  to  tki 
act  to  authorize  a  turnpike  from,to  Aiei- 
andriii,  read  twice,  dec.  •  .  .  •  IM 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Pickering  presented  the  re- 
monstrance of  the  majoritj  of  the  U^ 
laturc  of,  against  the  war,  &c  •  •  3S 
Mr.  Richardson  presented  a  pnteit  of  the 

minority  of  the  same     -      •     •  •  •  3SI 
on  motion  of  Mr.  FiskttbereiDooftnooeoC 

was  considered jj 

and  postponed  to  December  next     -    '  w 


in 


Message,  the  President's  annual,  (w  SnaU 
proceedings  p,  14,) 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dawwi,  wfctied  to 

various  committees        -      '     ' . .  ' 
a  confidential,  recommen^/ni: «  pfohibitwn 

of  exports,  referred        -      ■     '     '  * 
the  report  on  the  same,rcfenedtoiww 

committee      -        -       -      -     -     •  * 
Military  Establishment,  so  mnch  of  the  Maofe 

as  relates  to  the,  was  referred  to  i  wert 

committee     -       ■      -      '     I    ' 
MiKtaiy  Land  Warrants,  a  bUI  fiomtheSenite 

further  to  extend  the  time  for  iaaoing  •»  ^ 
locating,  twice  read      -      *     *     '  lU 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -      - 
Militia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  the  Cflmml^ 
tee  on  Milhaiy  ASun  were inetra^w 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pww 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  0^  ""  ^  j| 
the  enemy     -        -       •      "     *     ' 
(See  Widowa  and  Orpharu,  fot  further  l^ 
tion  on  the  same.)  .  ^  n, 

abUl  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the  trtw 

provide  for  calling  forth  *•»  *^  "*;  j|| 

twice,  and  referred .  -  •  'J 
reported  with  amendmenU,  and  comBHtw  ^ 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  ' 
a  bUl  supplementary  to  the  act  to  pro»0« 

for  calling  forth  the,  to  soppre*  iM^^  ^3 

tions,  Ac,  read  three  i^^^^^J^T^ 
iMiUer,  Mr.,  the  petition  of  ThsophfloBBarttna  ^ 

presented  by  -       -      *     J\. 

Missisrippi  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bow^ 
son,  a  committee  was  appointed  toinqBj 

into  the  expediency  of  eaUblirfuBp  «^  ^^ 
trict  court  in  the   -       -      *     ' 
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and  Nayft-^continued.  Page, 

on  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  Mr.  Stuart*! 

resolutions  respecting  arms  -  -  -408 
on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  Commit^ 

mittee  of  Foreign  Relations  .  .  -  500 
on  the  order  of  the  day  -  -  -  -  501 
on  amending  the  embargo  bill  -  -  -  502 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -  -  502 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        -        -    503 


763 

765 

771 


775 


692 
693 
775 

624 
644 
675 

729 


8ENATB.-^EC0ND  SESSION, 
TainTSBXTH  conessss. 


A. 

additional  Appropriations,  a  bill  makingi  read 
twice,  and  referred         .... 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed  to 
some  of  the  amendments,  and  the  Senate 

receded 

gents,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tivee  authorizing  the  appointment  of,  for 
paying  military  pensions,  read 

read  a  sacond  time    -        -        .        .        . 

indefinitely  postponed       .... 
iken,  John,  and  Pearl  SpafTord,  Mr.  Bledsoe 
presented  the  memorial  of,  referred 

an  adverse  report  presented        ... 

leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  petition 
Uegany,  the  ship,  report  in  the  case  of,  pre* 
sented  ---.... 
jnerican  Prisoners  of  War,  Mr.  Dana  submit* 
ted  a  resolution  asking  the  names  of  the 
individuals  selected  from,  and  sent  to 
Great  Britain  for  trial    .... 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President  .... 
Iipointments  by  the  President,  Mr.  Mason  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  concerning  certain, 
without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  - 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into      .-.--- 
nna  and  Armories,  a  bill  to  insure  uniformity 
in  the  manufacture  of  the  one  and  a  bet- 
ter organization  of  the  other,  read  - 

read  a  second  time    - 

third  reading  negatived      .... 
nDy»  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  further  provision  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  regular,  &c.,  read  twice 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs     -.--.-. 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to 
the  amendments    .....    598 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference      -    599 

the  House  of  Representatives  also  insist 
and  appoint  managers    ....    599 

modifications  reported,  and  agreed  to  -601 

a  bill  for  better  organizing,  paying,  and  sup- 
plying the,  read 613 


615 


624 


631 


633 


615 
622 
628 


-     575 


693 
594 
597 
597 


Army— continued. 

read  a  second  time    .        -        .        .        - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        •        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        . 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  referred 

concurrence  reported  in  part      .        .        . 

the  Senate  agree  to  some,  and  disagree  to 
other  amendments         ... 

the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  all, 
except  the  16th,  on  which  they  insist,  and 
the  Senate  also  insisting,  a  conference  is 
appointed      ...... 

the  managers  report  a  modification    - 

which  is  not  agreed  to,  and  another  confer* 
ence  asked    ..---• 

report  of  the  second  conference  agreed  to 
by  the  Senate        -        -        -        .        . 

and  concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives     ...... 

Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  es- 
tablish the  permanent  residence  of  the,  at 
the  seat  of  Government,  read  - 


Page. 
613 
640 
648 

663 
665 

-    673 


679 
684 

685 

688 

689 


-    766 


B. 


Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent, dtc.,  of  the,  referred      ... 
the  committee  discharged  from  the  oonsid- 
oration  thereof       ..... 

Banks,  Bankers,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  to  amend  the  act  laying 

duties  on  notes  of,  Ac,  read  .        .        - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        • 

indefinitely  postponed        .... 

Barker,  Samuel  Augustus,  Mr.  King  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .... 

an  advene  report  thereon  .        .        .        - 
Beatty,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Lambert  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred     - 
Bibb,  William  Wyatt,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  in  place  of 
William  H.  Crawford,  resigned,  produced 
his  credentials,  dbc.        ... 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Mason's  resolutions  re- 
specting the  President's  power  to  appoint 
certain  officers       ..... 

Bibb,  George  M.,  of  Kentucky,  appeared  and  took 
his  seat ....... 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gore's  motion  respecting 
Executive  appointments         .        .        . 
remarks  of,  on  two  readings,  the  same  day, 
of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo 
Bioren,  John  and  others,  a  letter  from,  respect- 
ing their  contemplated  edition  of  the  laws 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  o^  re- 
ferred   .-...-- 
Births,  Marriages,  dec,  Mr.  Fromentin  submitted 

a  resolution  respecting  records  of  - 
Blankets,  &c.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gore,  a  resolution 
was  adopted  asking  for  an  account  of  the 
quantity  of,  dec,  provided  for  the  Army 
and  Navy      .--... 
reports  from  the  two  Departments  in  reply 
Boardman,  Homer,  and  others,  Mr.  Dana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
Boone,  Daniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred  -•.... 
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Pike,  Z.  M.,  Mr.  Nelson  submitted  a  resolution 
for  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  propri- 
ety of  coDfening  public  honors  on  the 
memory  of    -----        .    481 
Piracy,  Mr.  IngersoU  submitted  sundry  resolu- 
tions relating  to  the  punishment  of       •    387 
Pitchlyn,  John,  Mr.  Archer  presented  sundry 

documents  in  relation  to  the  petition  of  •    381 
Pitkin,  Mr.,  speech  of,  introductory  of  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  distribution  of  arms    -     168, 

160,  161 
speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  on  the  resolutions 

of  Mr.  Webster 438 

Pittsburg,  a  bill,  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain 
lots,  the* property  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  borough  of,  read  twice      ...    441 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    478 
Pomeroy,  B.  F.,  Mr.  Hopkins  presented  the  pe- 
tition of       -        -        -        .        .        .     188 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims        -     186 
Ports  and  Harbors,  a  bill  for  further  fortifying 

the,  read  twice,  ^c        ....    371 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor     -    400 
twice  read,  and  committed        ...    413 
reported  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted   441 

again  reported  without  amendment,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed    ....    443 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  members  of  the 

Committee  on        -        -        -        -        .    108 
President  of  the  United  States,  appointment  of 

a  committee  to  wait  on  the     ...    107 
report  of  said  committee,  that  a  Message 

would  be  sent  this  day  -        .        -        -     107 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the 

household  of  the,  read  twice .-        -        -     162 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    473 
Private  Armed  Vessels,  a  bill  allowing  a  bounty 

to  the  owners,  Slc^  o^  read  twice   -        -    471 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    483 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    483 
Prize  Goods,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  additional  duties 

on,  read,  and  ordered  tu  lie  on  the  table  -    473 
Mr.  Nelson  submitted  a  letter  from  the  act- 
ing SecretaTy  of  the  Treasury  on  the  sub- 
ject of   473 

a  bill  to  reduce  the  duties  payable  on,  read 

twice     - 476 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    478 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .-        .    479 
Provisions,  Mr.  Newton's  resolution  respecting, 

indefinitely  postponed    ....    437 
Public  Landsj  members  of  the  Committee  on    •     108 

Quakers,  an  address  from  the  New  Sngland  So- 
ciety of,  read 371 

Quorum,  the  usual  interchange  of  messages  re> 

specting  a      -        -        -        -        .        .    107 

R. 

Rangers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  contin- 
uing in  force  the  act  authorizing  certain 
companies  of,  dx.  -  •  .  .  -  167 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice  •  .  •  311 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    4S0 


Rangers — continued.  hfk 

on  motion  of  Mr.  H.,  the  flame  committsc 

were  instructed  to  inquire  what,  if  sjiy, 

alterations  are  necessary  in  the  act  to  a«- 

thorize  ten  additional  compaiiiea  of       -  471 

Rea,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified,  and 

tookhisseat Ill 

Reed,  John,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  lajiiig  duties 

on  imported  salt     -        -         -         -       -  4tt 

Retailers,  dec.,  a  bill  laying  duties  od,  read  twice   W 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  444 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -       -   4S 

returned  fr^m  the  Senate  with  amendment^ 

and  referred  -        -        -         -        -       -   ♦!! 

reported  with  agreement  to  some,  and  disa- 
greement to  others  -         -         -       -   418 

the  Senate  insist  on  the  amendments  disa- 
greed to         481 

the  House  of  Repreeentativea  insist,  and 
grant  a  conference  -         -         -       -   40 

report  of  the  managers  laid  on  the  table      -   4M 
Revenue,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to^ 

was  referred  to  a  select  committee  -       •    IW 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Businefls,  members  of  the 

Committee  of         -        -        -        -        -    118 

Rhea,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  leflolu- 

tions      ------.IB 

on  the  reference  of  a  petition     -        .        -    184 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Fora^ 
Relations,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolntians  -    438 
Richards,  George,  Mr.  Crrosvenor  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  to  be  aUowed  a  seat 
as  reporter  for  the  Federal  RepahficBB, 
which  the  Speaker  had  refused  to  hiar    -    lH 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whoh       -     \\% 
Mr.  Grosvenor  submitted  a  reso/atkm  to  ade» 
mit,  on  the  floor     -         -       -        -        -    118 

the  resolution  modified,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Eppes    -        -        -        ---        -la 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  strike  out  aU  after  the 
word  « Resolved,"  and  insert,  *«that  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be 

granted" lU 

which  amendment  was  carried   -        -        -    It7 
Richardson,  Wm.  M.,  was  qualified,  and  took 

his  seat SU 

Ridgely,  Henry  M.,  of  Delavrare,  was  quafi- 

fied,  dtc.        .-.-.-    134 
Roberts,  Mr.,  remarics  ol^  on  the  resolution  to 

admit  George  Richards  -        -        -        .131 
Roberts,  Thomas  H.,  Mr.  Moore  presented  tke 
petition  of,  respecting  a  machine  for  mari- 
time warfare,  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee   -.-        -        -        -        -        -3S 

Robertson,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  his  motion  re- 
specting the  town  of  Mobile    -        -        .    IIS 
remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  remon- 
strance ......      34S,38i 

a 

Qafe»  Ebenezer,  of  New  York,  the  election  o( 
contested,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  Elections   .-----  381 

report  thereon  postponed  to  next  aeaston    -  431 
Sales  at  Auction,  a  bill  laying  duties  on,  read 

twice,  dtc      -...-.  418 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  ^ 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  4tf 

amendments  concurred  in  -        -        .       .  lA 
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sorted,  a  bill  laying  a  duty  on,  read  twice    433 
red  to  lie  on  the  table  ....    441 
r  several  amendments,  ordered  to  a  third 
ading 456 

a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    493 
ite,  Bdwin  T.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
ad  twice,  and  committed      ...    332 
fled  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 
Ird  reading  .....    430 

a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    432 
an,  James,  of  New  Vork,  appeared,  and 

ok  his  seat 108 

exander,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

id  referred 328 

rted  without  amendment,  and  committed  332 
rted,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

<ading 429 

1  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  432 
Senate  returned  it  with  an  amendment  441 
t,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

i^hole 443 

iurred  in 464 

sibles,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing 
corps  of,  read  twice      ....    828 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    323 
»rted  with  amendment,  read  a  third  time, 
id  passed  as  amended  ....    472 
/hamber,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  making 
1  appropriation  for  finishing  the    -        -    400 
!e  read,  &c.         -        >         '•        -        .4-13 
I  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    472 
Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  in- 
aire  concerning  the  conduct  of  the  war  -    415 
[r.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  con- 
;ming  the  Kentucky  riflemen        .        .     134 
$ch  of,  on  the  Webster  resolutions  -     290 

)town,  a  bill  authorizing  the  laying  and 
pening  a  road  from,  to  Kaskaskla,  read, 
nd  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table         -        >    432 
Daniel,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and 

N>k  his  seat Ill 

>ch  of,  on  the  Webster  resolutions         -     173 
>ch  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
oreign  Relations  on  the  same        •        .    436 
I,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  naturalization 

ill 154 

>ch  of,  on  the  direct  tax  bill  ...    376 
lomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 
%  read  twice,  and  committed         -        -     148 
)rted  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
.me,  and  passed    .....    302 
William  8.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

x>k  his  seat 107 

SistUled  within  the  United  States,  Mr. 
^isk  submitted  a  resolution  concerning, 
rhich  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Vhole 329 

sideration  postponed     •        >        >        -    371 
S  Committees,  appointment  of  the  >     108 

aphers,  Mr.  Nelson  submitted  a  resolu- 
ion  concerning      -        -        -        >        -     133 
irred  lo  a  select  committee    >        .        -     134 
ort  of  said  committee,  providing  for  the 
idmission  of,  adopted     -        -        >        .153 
William,  of  Vermont,  appeared,  and  took 

lis  seat 107 

William,  submitted  a  preamble  and  reso* 
tttion  to  distribute  arms,  &c.  ...    498 

3th  Con.  1st  &  2d  Sess.— b 


'  Stuart,  William — continued. 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military Afiairs 
report  of  said  committee    .        -        .        . 
Sugar  refined  within  the  United  States,  a  bill  lay- 
ing duties  on,  read  twice        .        .        • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  with  amendments        .        .        . 
concurred  in      -        -        .        -        -        . 
Superintendent  General  of  Military  Supplies,  a 
bill  to  free  from  postage  all  letters  and 
packets  to  and  from  the,  read  twice 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        -        . 
Supplemental  Journal  of  proceedings  in  secret 
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421 
466 
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318 
828 
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Taliaferro,  John,  Mr.  Gholson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  contesting  the  election  of  John 
P.  Hungerford ;  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elections      -        .        .        .        *     110 
report  of  said  committee    ....    329 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition      -        -    330 
Tatham,  William,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of  -        -        .        .    391 
Taylor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  conduct  of  the 

war 417 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  upon  Mr.  Webster's 
resolutions     ......    437 

Telfair,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolu- 
tions       270 

Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Seybert  presented  the 
petition  of;  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Ways  and  Means 386 

Trade  and  Intercourse  with  the  Enemy,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Fisk,  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  further 
provision  by  law  for  prohibiting  -  -  145 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  prohibit,  read  twice  382 
Troup,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  petition  of  George 

Richards 112 

speech  of,  on  the  distribution  of  arms        -     159 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Pitkin        ....     161 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  amend  the 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional  military  force        ....    885 
Turnpike  Road  in  the  county  of  Washington,  a 
bill  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making 
a  certain,  read  twice       ....     143 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -     153 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    157 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in 396 

a  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  for  a  like 
purpose  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ....     144 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  lie  on  the  table 148 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    158 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -     157 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in   -        -        -        -        -    396 

U. 
Upper  Lakes,  a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son, on  the  subject  of  our  Naval  Estab- 
lishment on  the,  was  agreed  to       -        -     319 

V. 

Vansycoe,  S.,  and  Gilson  dc  Jones,  Mr.  Beall 
presented  the  petition  of;  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims     -        -        -        -    185 
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£llif»  Samuel— <»>ntinQed.  Page 

read  a  aecond  time    -        -        .        .        .    646 
referred  to  a  eeleet  committee    -       •        •    682 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .        •        .        .        •    689 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaied     ...    691 
Embargo,  a  bill  laying  an,  read  in  part  (secret 

Beasion)         ......    550 

a  confidential  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  same  effect,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ......    SSiV 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

be  confidentially  printed  ...  560 
amendments  adopted,  and  bill  recommitted  651 
reported  with  further  amendments,  and  read 

a  third  time 564 

paased  as  amended,  and  sent  confidentially  to 

the  House  of  Representatives  -  -  661 
signed  by  the  Speaker,  President  of  the 

Senate,  and  President  of  the  United  States  662 
Mr.  Horsey  presented  sundry  petitions  for 

the  repeal  of  the,  read    -        •*        .        •681 
referred  to  a  select  committee     ...    681 
committee  discharged,  and  the  petitions  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Foreign  Afiairs    694 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

repeal  the,  read 729 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         >        .    736 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       .....    740 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    741 
£rie,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  vessels  cap- 
tured on,  read  a  first  and  second  time, 

and  referred 763 

Evaxu,  Oliver,  report  on  the  subject  of  the  pat- 
ent granted  to 641 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  relief  of,  read  642 
read  a  second  time  .....  643 
third  reading  negatived  ....  683 
Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  petition  o(  pray- 
ing to  be  heard  by  counsel  ...  660 
Executive  Appointments,  debate  on  Mr.  Gore's 

resolutions  concerning  -        .        .        .    661 
^     the  resolutions  concerning,  indefinitely  post- 
poned   .--....    769 
Ezpenoiture  of  Moneys,  a  report  on  the,  from 

the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  .        .    666 

F. 

Fanning,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  -        -    634 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 

committee 635 

reported  without  amendment     ...    636 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    647 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    648 
FiimeiB  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Oeorgetown, 
Mr.  Bibb  of  Kentucky  presented  &e  peti* 
tion  of  the,  referred        ....    636 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read,  and  the  sec- 
ond reading  negatived    ....    737 
Fees  in  the  United  States  Courts,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Daggett,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  proprie^  of  making 
provision  by  law  concerning  -        -    671 

Field  Officers  of  Militia,  Ac,  a  bill  respecting, 

read 562 

referred  to  the  committee  on  the  revision  of 
militia  laws •    634 


Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  AlBrmndnm,  Ifr. 
Brent  presented  the  pelitiOTi  of  J.  B.  Nkk- 
ols,  and  otiwni,  praying  an  act  of  ineoipe- 
ration,  referred       -        -         -         -       -  5M 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  prayo',  resfd  a  fal 
and  second  time     -        -         -         -       -  CM 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -       -  01 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasMd 

returned  from  the  Honse  of  Repreaentativi 
with  amendments  .... 

the  House  amendments  CMieorred  in  -       -Ml 
Five  Years'  Enlistments,  icc^  a  bill  autiiotiang, 

for  certain  regiments,  read       -        .       .   sn 

read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  otdend 
to  a  third  reading  -        -         -        m       ^   sn 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -       -   ill 

returned  from  the  House  of  Repreaeatatiw 
with  amendments  -        -        -        -       -  flW 

the  Senate  refiised  to  oooenr       -        .       .   SI7 
Flags,  dec.,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  flcpuswila 
tives  to  provide  for  the  collection  and  pics* 
ervatiou  of  such,  as  shall  have  been  ernay 
be  taken  from  the  enemy,  read        >        -    79 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    7K 

reported  without  amendment      -        .        -    737 

read  a  third  time,  and  passfid      >        -        -   713 
Floating  Batteries,  a  bill  authoriaing  the  building 

of  one  or  more,  read       -        -        -        -    617 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  find 
reading 631 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Flotilla,  a  bill  authorizing  the  ^ypointment  nf 
certain  oflloers  for  the,  read    .       .       • 

read  a  second  time     .....    QCi 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  tlmd  reaAkng    •    791 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  TV 
Foreign  Ministers,  dec.,  on  motiao  of  Mr.  BiUi, 
of  Georgia,  amended  by  Mr.  Gore,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  request  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  a  list  of 
Appointments  of,  made  in  the  recess  of 

the  Senate^  dbc 711 

Foreign  Relations,  Mr.  Tait  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion that  so  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee    514 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of,  appointed    -   5ii 
Fowle,  William,  and  others  Mr.  GHea  presentod 

the  memorial  of,  referred        .        .        .151 
Fromentin,  Mr.,  appointment  o^  on  the  Librvy 

Committee    ...        .        -        -    €U 

remarks  of,  on  twice  reading,  on  the  — i»^ 
day,  the  bill  ooncenung  the  embargo       -   73S 

a 

Gaillard,  John,  election  of,  as  President  pro  tarn. 

of  the  Senate        ...        .        .   77? 

General  Land  Office,  a  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  ...        ...   50 

Georgetown,  D.  C,  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany to  supply,  with  pare  water,  read     -   W 
read  a  second  time    -        .         .         .        .   S3$ 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  19 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  .  Ttf 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment,  and  concnrred  in  -  ^ 
a  bill  to  authorize  two  lotteries  in,  road  •  M 
read  a  second  time  -  -  •  .  .  fff 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  .  0t 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed  .       .  tfS 
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Georgia  and  MiMimppit  a  bill  to  carry  into  efbct 
the  report  of  the  oommifliionere  appointed 
under  the  act  for  the  amicable  settlement 
of  limits  between,  dec,  read    ...    612 
read  a  second  time    •        -        •        .        •    613 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee      -        •631 
reported  with  amendments         ...    636 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -    640 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    643 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiYes 

with  amendments 689 

foman,  Obadiah,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  ......    546 

liles,  William  B^  remarks  of,  on  twice  reading, 
on  the  same  daj,  the  bill  concerning  the 

embargo 783, 734 

lirard,  Stephen,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  me- 
morial of        -        -     .   •        -        .        -    595 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  ...    663 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  676 
reported  without  amendment  •  •  .  678 
*  indefinitely  postponed  ....  760 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  a  petition  of;  referred  666 
the  committee  made  an  adverse  report  -  684 
report  concurred  in  -  -  *  -  >  686 
Sover,  Stephen,  Mr.  Gore  presented  the  peti* 

tion  of;  referred     .....    636 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -        •        -    662 
loldsborough,  Robert  H.,  of  Maxyland,  appeared, 

and  took  bis  seat   ...  .    544 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  boun^ 

for  enlistments 576 

on  presenting  the  Maryland  memorial        -    616 
hmsales,  Don  Ramon  de  Lenares,  and  others, 
Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of;  re- 
ferred      644 

an  adverse  report  thereon  ....    663 
leave  granted  to,  to  withdraw  his  petition  -     677 
lore,  Christopher,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 546 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  importations    602 
on  the  resolutions  respecting  Executive  ap- 
pointments     651, 742 

lovemment,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of,  read 66^ 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        .661 
reported  without  amendment     ...     662 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    673 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    674 
breat  Britain,  a  Message  from  the  President, 
transmitting  a  correspondence  on  the  rela- 
tions with,  ordered  to  be   printed,  and 
referred  ......     570 

Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  submitted  sundry  res- 
olutions requesting  information  concern- 
ing the  conduct  of,  in  certain  cases         -    648 

read  a  second  time 657 

amended,  and  adopted       ....    659 

H. 

iamilton,  George,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read    -        -  766 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed   -  771 
iart,  William,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  598 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...  599 

indefinitely  postponed        ....  727 
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Hastings,  Daniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Gore  presented 

the  petition  of;  referred  ...    53^ 

an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -        -        -    662^ . 
Hay,  John  D.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read        -        .    766 
read  a  second  and  thbd  time,  and  passed  •    774 
Hillen,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  presented 

the  petition  of;  referred  ...    73<^ 

Hillhouse,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Dana  present- 
ed the  memorial  of;  referred  ...    64& 
adverso  report  thereon,  and  the  committee 
discharged     ......    761 

Hogan,  Michael,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre* 

sentatives  to  compensate,  read        -        -    620^ 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    627 
reported  with  amendments         ...    686 
the  third  reading  negatived        ...    687 
Hook,  Moses,  a  bill  from  Sie  House  of  Represent- 
atives granting  the  right  of  pre-emption 
to,  read  twice,  and  referred     ...    568 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....    573 

Horses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
allowing  compensation  for,  owned  by  mi- 
litia and  volunteers,  read        ...    763 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed    .....    778 

Horsey,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  presenting  siindiy 

petitions        ......    681 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  Ex- 
ecutive appointments     ....    707 

remarks  of,  on  twice  reading,  on  the  same 
day,  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  -     782,  784 
Howell,  Jeremiah  B.,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeand» 

and  took  his  seat  .....    538 

Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 546 

I. 
Illmois  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentatives  confirming  certain  claims  to 
lands  in,  read         .....    668 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    676 
reported  with  amendments         ...    736 
postponed  indefinitely        ....    750 
vote  to  postpone  reconsidered,  and  the  biU 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  760 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  763 
Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the  memorial  of 

tUI  Legislative  Council  of;  referred        -    706 
Mr.  Bond  presented  a  petition  of;  referred    872 
Importation,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the,  of  certain  arti- 
cles therein  mentioned,  read  ...    565 

read  a  second  time 66C^ 

amended  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 

so  reported  .---..  602 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  on  its 

passage  postponed  -  -  -  -  -  612 
a  motion  to  recommit  failed,  and  the  bill 

finally  passed 613 

Indiana  Territory,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature 

of,  praying  payment  of  their  miUtia        -    570 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  concern- 
ing certain  post  routes  ....    672 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  concern- 
ing their  Judicial  system         ...    599 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  protesting 
m  against   the    Governor's    assumption  of 
power ^  -        -    680 
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IndUna  Territory— continued.  Pmge. 

a  hill  to  establish  the  mode  of  lajing  off  the, 

into  districts,  dtc,  read  -        -                 -  633 
read  a  second  time    .....  634 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  635 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  637 
Internal  Navigation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bledsoe* 
a  select  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire what  further  regulations  are  neces- 
sary concerning     -        -        -        -        -  671 
Invalid  Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 

resentatives  concerning,  read  ...  724 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        .  736 

reported  without  amendment     ...  737 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  767 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        *  771 

J. 
Janney,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  GKles  presented 
the  petition  of.    (See  Columbia  Manu' 
faehtiring  Company,) 
Jarris,  Sarah,  Mr.  Vamum  presented  the  peti-* 

tion  of 664 

the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  were 

discharged 729 

Journals  of  Congress,  a  joint  resolution  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  for  the  printing 

and  distribution  of  an  additional  number 

of  the,  Acm  read    -----    646 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  .-..--    647 

read  a  third  time,  and  concurred  in  •*  -  548 
Jaion  in  United  States*  Courts,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Daggett,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  making 
farther  provision  by  law  relative  to  -  578 
the  committee  discharged  from  the  frirther 
eonsideration  of  the  subject    ...    737 

K. 
Kentucky,  Mr.  Bledsoe  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  oU  respecting  compensa- 
tion lo  her  militia ;  referred  to  the  Mili- 
tary Committee     .....    594 
Mr.  B.  aUio  presented  certain  resolutions  of 
the  same,  expressive  of  their  confidence 
in  the  Administration     .        .        -        .    633 
Mr.  B.  also  presented  a  memorial  and  reso- 
lutions  of  the  same,  respecting  the  line  of 
division  between  Tennessee  and     -        -    632 
which  last  were  referred  to  a  committee      -    638 
King,  Rufris,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and  uAk 

his  seat  ---...    546 

remarks  of,  on  twice  reading,  on  the  same 
day,  the  bill  concerning  the  embargo      -    733 
Knight,  Simeon,  report  of  the  Paymaster  Gen- 
eral on  the  petition  of,  referred        •        -    568 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read        -        -    635 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    637 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    644 
Koch,  Jacob  Gerard.    (See  National  Bank.) 

L. 

Lakes,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  memorial  of 
navy  officers  serving  on  the,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs        648 

Lfttrobe,  B.  H.,  a  memorial  of,  on  the  subject  of 

steam  engines 665 

Law,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented 

the  petition  of 673 

referred  to  a  committee     •        .        .        .    677 


Lawrence,  Captain  James,  a  jmnt  reaolatkHi  firm 
the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  relative  lo 
the  brilliant  achievement  of,  read    -        -    5ft 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  tfaiid 

reading  as  amended 
read  a  third  time,  and  conciirred  in, 
amendment   .        .        .         - 
Laws  of  the  United  Sutes,  a  hill  from  the  H 

of  Representatives  aathorizio^  a  aabecnp- 
tion  for  a  certain  edition  of  the,  and  the 
distribution  thereof,  read  -         -        -    7S 

read  a  second  time,  and  releiTed  -        .78 

reported  without  amendment      -         -        -    ?S7 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed      -         -        -    77S 
Le  Due,  Mary  Philip,  a  biU  from  the  Houe  of 

Representatives  for  relief  o^  read     -        -SIS 
read  a  second  time,  and  refierred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Lee,  Rev.  Jesse,  a  message  annooncang  the  a^ 
pointment  of  the,  as  Chaplain  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  -        -         -         -        .    5tf 
Levris,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  King  i^eseBtad 

the  memorial  o(  referred  -        >        -    M 

Library,  appointnMUt  of  a  j<»nt  oommitlae  on 
the,  Mr.  Leib  snbmitted  a  resolnlioB  fer 

the 515 

read  three  times,  and  passed       -        -        -   511 

Licenses  to  Retailers,  dtc.,  a  bill  from  the  Hooie 

of  Representatives  to  amend  the  actkying 

duties  on,  read       .....    7SS 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -   fVi 

reported  without  amendment      ...    7Qtt 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  /mased      -    TR 

Lloyd,  James,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred       .        -        -        .        - 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        >        >        >        -    TSf 
read  a  second  time    -        .        .        .        .    ni 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -    741 

Loan,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repteecntatives 

authorizing  a,  read  -        -        -        -    648 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        *   G9 

reported  with  amendments  -        -        .661 

amendments  not  agreed  to,  bill  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed    ...        .        .    74] 

Louisiana,  Mr.  Fromentin  presented  certain  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of,  referred     >-    648 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  fer 
the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the 
State  of^  and  Torritoiy  of  Misaouriv  reed    6il 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         *        .661 
reported  with  amendments  -        -        -    B( 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        ..711 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •    787 
a  bill  from  the  House  oi  Representatives, 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  ascertaining 
title  to  lands  in  that  part  of,  east  of  the 
Mississippi  and  Island  of  Orleans^  read    •    TV 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        •    7S 

reported  vrithout  amendment      -        -        -791 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      .        -        .    77) 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
concerning  certificates  of  confirmation  of 
claims  to  lands  in,  read  •        -        •        .    7fl 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .       -   791 

reported  with  amendment  -        -        .       .    ## 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amend- 
ed        -.-._.. 
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Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
lenUtives  for  relief  of,  read  ...    663 
a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    676 
rted  with  amendments         ...    728 
Snitely  postponed        -        -        -        -    761 
William  and  others,  Mr.  Worthington 
eeented  the  petition  of,  referred   -        -    661 
,  Leonard,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  pe- 
ion  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of      -        -    693 
lorps,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
DtatiTes,  to  authorize  the  augmentation 

the,  read 647 

a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  650 
rted  with  amendments  ...  687 
red  to  a  third  reading  ...    724 

a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -    736 
Bouse  of  Representatives  concur,  with 
I  amendment  which  was  agreed  to       -    763 
Gaillard  laid  on  the  table  a  roll  of  the 
mmissioned  officers  of  the    ...     774 
nd  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Alexan- 
ia,  a  bill  to  incorporate  Uie,  read  -        -    660 
finitely  postponed        ....    675 
Q  called  up,  and  referred  to  the  Commit* 
eon  Naval  Affairs       ....    679 
,  Clerks,  dec,  a  bill  to  lessen  the  com- 
insation  to,  read  .        -        -        -        -    660 
a  second  time    .        -        -        -        -    661 
red  to  a  committee      ....    724 
rted  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

ading 762 

a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    763 
i,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the  me- 
orial  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of,  con- 

iming  the  war 616 

1  and  Georgia,  a  bill  to  revive  and  con- 
nae  in  force  the  act  declaring  the  assent 
;  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  States 
',  read  and  referred  ....  686 
rted  without  amendmcgut,  and  ordered 
>  a  third  reading  -        -        -  -    689 

1  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -    691 
«r.,  of  New  Hampshire,  speech  of,  on  the 
mbargo  bill         ...*.-    554 
lis  resolutions,  respecting  the  Secretary 
'the  Treasury      -        -        -        -        -    626 
George,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
on  of,  referred      ...        -        -    666 
Staff  of  the  Army,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
lledsoe  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
ire were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
Kpediency  of  making  farther  regulations 

>ncerning  the 548 

,  Uie  President's,  at  the  opening  of  the 

easion  -        - ^38 

hundred  copies  of  the,  ordered  to  be 

rinted      "• 544 

fidential,  of  the  9th  December      -        -    549 
[era  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Turner  submitted 
.  resolution  to  pay  two  dollars  per  day  to 
be,  read        -.-.--    727 
i  a  second  time    -----    728 
d  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -        -    760 
tils,  (See  Bank  of  ike.) 
n  Territory,  a  Message  from  the  Presi- 
lent  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the 

condition  of  the  inhabitants  of    644 


Page. 

Military  Academy,  a  bill  to  establish  an  addi- 
tional, read    ------    646 

read  a  second  time    -----    648 

indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -    723 

Military  Affsirs,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee          545 

Military  Establishment,  a  bill  firom  the  House  of 
Representatives,    making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the,  read     .        .        -    660 
read  a  seicond  time,  and  referred         -        -    657 
reported  without  amendment     -        .        -    660 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    662 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    664 
Military  Schools,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Worthington, 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  additional        .        -        -    548 
Militia,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  sundry  resolutions 

respecting  the        -----    546 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  AfEun    548 
Mr.  Horsey  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  pay  of       -        -        -        -        -    563 
agreed  to,  and  referred       -        -        -        -    564 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  so  much  of  the 
Message  as  relates  to  the,  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee         ....    632 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  calling 

forth  the,  to  execute  the  laws,  6lc,,  read  -  638 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  639 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  640 
indefinitely  postponed  ...  -  884 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 

the  same  tenor,  twice  read^and  referred  691 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  -  737 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  763 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  764 
a  bill  in  further  addition  to  the  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  establishing 
through  the  United    States  a  uniform, 

read 735 

read  a  second  time 738 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  761 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  762 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendment,  and  concurred  in         -    766 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Giles,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  cause  to 
be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of 
moneys  paid  to  the         -        -        -        -    761 
Mills,  Isaac,  and  others,  Mr.  Daggett  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        .        -        -    623 
Mint,  letter  firom  the  Director  of  the,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury    -        -        -        -    567 
the  President  of  the  United  States  transmit- 
ted a  report  of  the  Director  of  the    -        -    570 

Missouri  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  appointing  an  additional 
judge  for  the,  read         -        -        -        -  ••  665 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -  567 
reported  with  amendment         ...  573 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  574 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  575 
Money  paid  into  United  States  Courts,  a  bill  di- 
recting the  disposition  of,  read        -        -  675 

read  a  second  time 678 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -  725 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -  726 
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McCall,  Archibald,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Re|^ 
resentatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred     -        -    761 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .        -        •        •        .    764 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     ...    766 
MeCfinley,  Daniel,  and  Samuel  Ralston,  a  bill 
from  the  Home  ol  RepreeentatiTea  for  the 
relief  of,  read         .....    663 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •>    676 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....    69S 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    693 
McDonald  dt  Sons,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  p^ 

tition  of,  read         .....    686 
McKenney,  Augustus,  and  Laael  Bancroft,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  relief  of,  read   .....     738 

read  a  second  time 740 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    767 
McPherson,  Isaac,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  m^ 

morial  of  *  -  -  -  -  -  666 
referred  to  a  committee  ....  668 
report  of  said  committee  thereon        •        -    670 

N. 

Nantucket,  petition  of  the  town  and  county  of, 

referred        , 564 

a  bil!  for  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of,  read  573 
amended,  and  committed  ....  574 
reported  with  amendments  ...  675 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  694 
National  Bank,  petition  of  Jacob  G.  Koch,  and 

others,  praying  incorporation  -        -    695 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...    698 
the  said  committee  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject    -        -    740 
NaturaliiatioD,  Mr.  Fromentin  offered  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  certificates  of  -        -    647 
a  bill  concerning  oTidence  in  cases  of,  read    663 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    671 
reported  without  amendment     ...    760 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    776 
Naval  Establishment,  appointment  of  a  select 

committee  on  the  .        .        -        •        .    646 
Navigation,  a  bill  to  establish  a  system  of,  read    663 
Navy,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  support  of  the, 

read 660 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  •  667 
reported  without  amendment  ...  669 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    668 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously     664 
Mr.  Gaillard  communicated  a  letter  and  sun- 
dry documents  from  the  Secretary  of  the, 
ordered  to  be  printed      ....    667 
on  motion  of  Mr.  G.,  the  Secretary  of  tlie« 
was  directed  to  devise  and  digest  a  sys- 
*  tem  for  the  better  organization  of  the. 

Department 673 

New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  the  memorial  of 
the,  was  referred  to  a  select  committee    -    672 
the  memorial  ordered  to  be  printed    -        -    61S 
New  Orleans  Navigation  Company,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  granting  a 
lot  of  ground  to  the,  read       ...    706 
read  a  second  time    .        .        •        .        .    722 


New  York,  a  bill  from  the  HooBe  of  Repreaent- 
atives  for  the  better  organizatioD  of  the 
United  State  courts  within   the  State  o( 

read US 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  645 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  691 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  7& 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  7)1 
Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  fd  th« 

Mayor,  dbc.,  of,  referred  -         -        •    €65 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  a  certain 

portion  of  land  in,  read  -         -        -   618 

read  a  second  time    -        -         -         -        -    679 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -        -    696 
Nimmo,  Henry,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  Che  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        -         -         -        -    646 
Non-importation  Laws,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of 
Representatives  for  more  effectually  en- 
forcing the,  read    -         -         -         -        -    666 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    GDI 
reported  without  amendment      -         -        -    616 
postponed  to  next  session  -         -         -        -    678 

O. 
Officers  of  the  Army,  the  Secretary  of  War  ie> 

ported  a  corrected  list  of  the  -        -        -666 

P. 
Page,  Stephen,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Sepn- 
sentatives  for  relief  of,  read     ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    676 
reported  without  amendment ;  read  a  thiid 
time,  and  passed    -        -        -        -        -    69J 
Parker,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Laoock  ffe- 

sented  the  petition  of,  zeferred       •       -    TYI 
Partial  Appropriations,  a  bill  fitom  the  Honae  «& 
RefHresentatives,  making  oeitam,  twice 
read  and  referred  -         .        -       -        - 
reported  with   amendments,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  aa  amended 
Patents  for  Useful  Discoveries,  a  bill  in  ad^luMi 

to  the  act  concerning,  read     -        -        -    571 
read  a  second  time,  and  refened         -        -    57S 
reported  without  amendment     •        -        -    614 
the  third  reading  negatived        -        -        -631 
Patriota,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives for  relief  of  the  owners  of  the,  read    6(3 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    673 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        -    693 
Patterson,  Robert,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  pre- 
sented the  petition  of     -        -        -        -    667 
Pay  of  the  Navy,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning  the,  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        -    lH 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    76S 
Paymaster  General,  a  bill  to  fix  the  salary  of 

the,  Ac,  read  -  -  •  -  -  6tt 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee  -  -  7S 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       -        -        -        -        .    7S> 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        •        .73$ 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepresentativeB 
with  amendments,  and  conconed  in       -    767 
Pennsylvania,  a  letter  was  presented  with  anew 

edition  of  the  laws  of    -        -        -        -    661 
the  President  transmitted  o^ues  of  osrtain 
resolutions  ef  the  Legialatoie  of    •     6SS,  CS* 
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Pentioiii,  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  persons 
slain  in  public  and  priTate-armed  vessels, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

giving,  read 626 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  628 
reported  without  amendment  ...  637 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    646 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    647 
Perry,  Oliver  H.,  and  others,  a  resolution  expres- 
sive of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallant 
conduct  of,  read     .....    666 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 666 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    666 
Pettibone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition 

o^  referred    ......    613 

the  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  the  War  Department        -        -    627 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  thereon  re- 
ferred      679 

an  adverse  report  made      ....    682 
E*iatt,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  o(  read     ...    626 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    627 
reported  with6ut  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading        .....    632 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    633 
PHchljn,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  o^  read  three  times, 

and  passed 776 

Plater,  John  R.,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....    649 
the  committee  reported,  and  were  then  dis- 
charged   673 

Poiter,  David,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 616 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        ....     629 
read  a  second  time    -        .        >        -      '  -    630 

recommitted 634 

reported  with  amendments  ...    062 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    687 
Poetmaflter  General,  reports  of  the,  relative  to 

clerks  and  contracts        ....    627 
?oet  Routes,  a  memorial  from  the  Ijegislature  of 
Indiana,  praying  an  alteration  in  certain, 

in  said  Territory 572 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

alter  and  establish  certain,  read  -  -  666 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  677 
reported  with  amendments  ...  723 
reftd  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  766 
the   House  of  Representatiyes  concurred, 

with  amendment 772 

President  of  the  United  States,  a  joint  committee 

appointed  to  wait  on  the,  dec.         -        -    638 

President's  House,  a  bill  making  appropriations 

for  repairing  the,  read    ....  736 

read  a  second  time 738 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  772 

Printing  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a 

resolution  respecting  the         -        •        -  658 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         -  661 

a  joint  resolution  reported,  and  read   -        -  663 

read  a  second  time 677 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -  683 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  684 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

amended,  and  concurred  in    -        •        -  688 


Page. 

Produce  and  Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr* 
Bledsoe,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed  to  furnish  a  digest  of  the  in- 
formation obtained  from  the  last  census,  of    573 
report  from  said  officer  in  reply  -        -    676 

Promulgation  of  the  Laws,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Horsey,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  general,  &c.  ...    667 
PuUic  Buildings,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gaillard,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 

the  state  of  the 726 

Public  Contracts,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 

relating  to      - 706 

Public  Journals,  Mr.  Daggett  submitted  a  reso- 
lution relating  to  the  distribution  of,  which 
was  twice  read,  ordered  to  a  third  reading    630 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    633 
Public  Lands,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repr^ 
sentatives  giving  further  time  to  purchsr 
sers  of,  to  complete  their  payments,  read    626 
read  a  second  time    ....        -    627 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    629 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    630 
Public  Ministers  and  Consuls,  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  conformity 
with  the  act  concerning  ...    647 

Purchasers  of  Lands  in  Mississippi  Territory,  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  ex- 
tending relief  to  certain,  read        -        -    736 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    738 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    772 

Q. 
Quarter  Sections  of  Land,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  authorize  the-  subdi- 
vision of,  read        .....    736 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    788 
reported  with  amendments         ...    769 
read  a  third  time,  and  indefinitely  postponed    774 
Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  with  the  House 

of  Representatives  respecting  a        -        -    637 

R. 
Rangers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  raise 
ten  additional  companies  of,  read    -        -    631 

read  a  second  time 633 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    634 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    635 
Ransoming  of  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  to  prohibit  the     601 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  -        -    602 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    612 
the  committee  discharged  from  its  farther 
consideration  .....    774 

Records,  Mr.  Fromentin  offered  sundry  resolu- 
tions relating  to  the  establishment  of  a 

general  office  of 647 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         -    667 
Relf,  Richard,  and  others,  Mr.  Fromentin  pro- 

soited  the  petition  of,  referred         -        -    623 
Removals,  from  one  county  or  State  to  another, 
being  one  of  Mr.  Fromentin's  resolutions. 
(For  which  see  Eeeorda,  above.) 
Retaliation,  a  Message  from  the  President  on  the 

subject  of 767 

Return  of  Vessels  to  their  own  districts,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  pro- 
viding for  the,  which  have  been  detained 
elsewhere  by  the  embargo,  read      -        -    628 
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Return  of  VeBselv— continued.  Page, 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    629 
reported  without  amendment      ...    634 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    639 
ReTenue  Cutters,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives granting  pensions  to  officers, 
Sec,  serving  in,  read      .... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   - 
Richards,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Daggett  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred 
Riflemen,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  raise  five  regiments  of,  twice  read, 

and  referred -    614 

reported  with  amendments        -        -        -    616 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    623 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    623 
Roberts,  Jonathan,  appointed  a  Senator  bj  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  place 
of  Michael  Leib,  resigned,  produced  his 

credentials,  ice 

Robertson,  Catharine,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the 
petition  of     -----        - 

Rodney,  Cesar  A.,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred      ... 
the  committee  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration         ..... 

Root,  Ephraim,  and  others,  Mr.  Dana  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        ... 

Russell,  8eth,  and  Sons,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        -        - 

S. 

Sales  at  Auction,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  amend  the  act  laying  duties 
on,  read        .-..--  643 
read  a  second  time    -        .        -        -        •  646 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        .        -  658 
r^K>rted  without  amendment     ...  662 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  679 
Sands,  Joshua,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    .        -        •  660 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -661 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        •  664 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  686 
Satterwhite,  £dwin  T.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives,  for  relief  of,  read  •        •  646 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  648 

reported  with  amendments        ...  659 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  687 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  689 
Savage,  William  H.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives,  for  relief  of,  read   -        •  663 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  676 

reported  without  amendment     ...  679 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  725 

Seamen,  Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  a  resolution 

respecting  the  future  employment  of       •  547 
Senate,  members  present  at  the  opening  of  the 

second  session  of  the      ....  537 

election  of  a  President  pro  tempore  of  the  537 
adjournment  of  the,  to  the  last  Monday  in 

October,  read 778 

Shannon,  George,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, for  renewal  of  a  land  war- 
rant to  next 722 
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read  a  second  time,  and  reforred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
read  a  third  time»  and  passed      ... 
Shawneetown,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives concerning,  read     ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Sheep,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robinson,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations  were  instracted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibit- 
ing  by  law  the  exportation  and  transpor- 
tation of,  from  the  United  States     - 
Shotwdl,  William,  dec,  Mr.  King  presented  the 
petition  of     -        -        -         -         -        - 

Simmons,  William,  the  petition  of,  was  presented, 
praying  an  augmentation  of  his  salary  as 
accountant,  &c.     .... 

referred  to  a  committee      ... 

Sinking  Fund,  report  of  Commisnoners  of  the 

Smith,  Jonathan  B.,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 

memorial  of,  which  was  referred  to  the 

Department  of  State      .... 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  thereon 
Smith,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  G.  P.  Stephenson        ... 
Smyth,  Alexander,  the  petition  of^  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee        .... 

the  said  committee  dischaiged,  and  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
a  letter  from,  laid  before  the  Senate  - 
Specie,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of,  rea^ 
twice     ...        .... 

the  third  reading  negatived      ... 
State,  a  bill  authorixing  the  Secretaiy  of,Xo  liqui- 
date certain  claims,  read        ... 
read  a  second  time    .        .        -        .        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  paseed     ... 
Stephenson,  George  P.,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred      .... 

the  committee  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration  ..... 

Stone,  David,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat ...... 

Stothard  and  Starkey,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 

the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petition 
referred  to  that  on  Foreign  Relatione 

a  bill  for  relief  o^  read        .... 

read  a  second  time    -        .        .        •        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Supreme  Court,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mason,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  Che 
expediency  of  providing  a  librazy  for  the 
use  of  the      ......    645 

a  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  libraiy 
for  the,  read  ......    641 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -    60 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee  -  -  661 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  .6(1 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  68T 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .        .    689 

Survey  of  Coasts,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning  the,  read    -        .744 
read  a  second  time    -        -        ...    731 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        .       .    7^ 
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Tait,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  on  motion  of,  t  select  com- 
mittee was  appointed  on  so  mach  of  the 
President's  Message  as  related  to  foreign 
affairs    --.....    544 
Tatham,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Giles,  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  me- 
morial o^  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee    -        .        .        .        .    632 
said  committee  discharged,  and  subject  re- 
ferred to  the  Military  Committee    -        -    639 
a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 

purchase  certain  models  oi,  read     -        -    666 
read  a  second  time    .....    677 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    776 
Taylor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  twice  reading  a  bill 

on  the  same  day    .....    733 
Teackle,  John,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy 676 

report  of  ^at  officer  thereon      •        .        •    697 
referred  to  a  select  committee    ...    698 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -        -        -    676 
Tennessee,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives,  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of,  read      663 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    676 
reported  with  amendments        ...    679 
amendments  adopted     .   -        -        -        -    68S 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    686 
the  House  of  Representatives  do  not  concur    706 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference       -    706 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  the 

conference,  but  insist  on  disagreeing       -    738 
the  managers  report  modifications,  which 
were  agreed  to       ....        -    740 
Thompson,  John,  Mr.  Giles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of 637 

Thomdike,  Israel,  Mr.  Gore  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred 783 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      ...    737 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -    741 
Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....    733 
Toulmin,  Harry,  Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the 

petition  of 673 

reforred  to  a  committee      ....    677 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  President 

communicated  the  general  account  of  the    638 
Treasury,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in 

obedience  to  law    ....     671,  68S 
Mr.  Mason  submitted  areaplution  concerning 

the.  Department,  and  Mr.  Gallatin,  dec  -    600 
which  was  indefinitely  postponed       -        -631 
Treasury  Notes,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, authorizing  the  issue  of,  read  -    638 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •    639 
reported  without  amendment      ...    643 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    646 
Trotty  John  8.,  and  Martin  Blake,  Mr.  Gore  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         •        -    639 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -        -        -    663 

U. 

Ulmer,  George,  Mr.  Yamum  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  to  the  War  Department    647 
report  therefrom  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee   ..•----    663 
a  btU  for  the  xeUef  o(  read        -       -       -    666 


Ulmer,  George — continued.  Page. 

read  a  second  time 677 

indefinitely  postponed        ....  680 
Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Anderson  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  the,  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee       .....  557 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read      ...  669 
read  a  second  time    .....  676 
recommitted      -.•...  694 
reported  with  amendments         ...  596 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  738 
United  Brethren,  Mr.  Giles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Society  o^  read,  dtc.      -        -  636 
Unproductive  Post  Routes,  a  report  from  the  As- 
sistant Postmaster  General  on  the  subject 
of,  referred 678 

V. 

Varnum,  Joseph  B.,  election  of,  as  President  pro 

tern,  of  the  Senate 637 

Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

authorizing  to  be  built  or  purchased  the, 

therein  mentioned,  read         ...    660 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    667 

reported  without  amendment     ...    660 

indefinitely  postponed        ....    687 

Vice  President  of  the- United  States,  attendance 

of  the,  in  his  place        ....    622 

Virginia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, altering  the  time  for  holding  the 
district  courts  in  the  district  of,  read        -    662 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    676 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    -        -        -        -        -  •  677 

Virginia  Military  Reservation,  on  motion  of  Mr* 
Worthington,  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  on  the 
-'  survey  of  the,  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee      ......    623 

Volunteer  Corps,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, authorizing  the  President  to 
retain  in  service  certain,  read         •        •    623 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -        -     624 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       .....    633 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  >    633 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  accept  the  ser- 
Tices  of,  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 

referred 761 

reported  without  amendment      ...     766 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  ....    774 

W. 

Wabash,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, supplementary  to  the  act  concerning 

the  late  campaign  on  the,  read        -        -  663 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  676 

reported  without  amendment     ...  693 

the  third  reading  negatived        ...  728 

last  vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  postponed    .  728 

again  postponed  indefinitely       ...  776 
Walk^gton,  George,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read    -        -  663 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        -  676 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed    .....  691 
War,  report  of  the  Secretary  of,  in  obedience  to 

law 664,671 

Ward,  Richard,  petition  of,  read  and  referred    -  666 


Uix 


INDEX. 


Eou$e  Proceedings  aid  Debates, 


'    647 


-  683 


686 
6S7 
636 
637 


Ward,  Richard — continued.  Page- 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        -        -        •        -671 
had  leave  to  withdraw  hia  petition      -        -    626 
(See  PatenU  and  Useful  Discoveriet*) 
Washington  Library  Company,  Mr.  Monrow  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  an  act  of 
incorporation,  referred    .        -        •        .    669 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read      ...    595 
read  a  second  time    -        -        .        .        •    598 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    699 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    600 
Weils,  William  H.,  of  Delaware,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat  ..... 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  bounty 
for  enlistments       .... 
Wells,  Mary,  a  bill  from  the  Heose  of  Repesent- 
atives,  to  satisfy  the  claim  oi^  reaa  - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
the  third  reading  negatived        ... 
Wharton,  Jesse,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  Tennessee,  in  place  of  G.  W. 
Campbell,  resigned,  produced  his  ereden- 

tialsydcc • 

White,  Jonas,  and  others,  Mr.  Yamum  preeent- 

ed  the  petition  of,  referred 
Whitney,  John,  and  Joseph  Dorr,  a  bill  from  the 
House  ojf  Representatives  for  the  relief  of, 
read  twice     ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  Militia,  &c^  a  bill  £rom 
the  House  of  Representatives,  supplsman< 
tary  to  the  act  to  provide  for,  read 
.  read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
postponed  to  next  session  ... 
indefinitely  postponed        ... 
Williamson,  John  P.,  and  Samuel  Rice,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  re 
lief  of,  read    ..... 
read  a  second  time    .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    - 
Wilson,  Thomas,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
for  relief  of,  read    .... 
read  a  second  time    .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     . 
Woollen  Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mason, 
a  resolution  was  adopted,  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to 
be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of 
the  value  of,  dtc.    ..... 
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Yeas  and  Nays,  on  amending  the  Embargo  bill   661, 

662,  663,  664 

on  amending  the  House  bill  ooncerning  the 
regular  Army         -        .        .      696,696,597 

on  the  bill  to  permit  the  final  departure  of 
Paul  Coffee,  dec 601 

on  amending  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  impu- 
tation of  certain  articles  •        .     608, 611 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        -        -    611 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  in  addition  to 
the  act  allowing  a  bounty  to  the  owners, 
diccp  of  private  armed  vessels  -        •        -    614 

on  printing  the  Maryland  memorial  .        .    622 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Dana's  resolution,  call- 
ing for  the  names  of  American  prisonen 
sent  to  Great  Britain  for  trial         •        -624 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  limits  be- 
tween Georgia  and  MissiMippi        -        •    629 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  h^ 

on  the  thjrd  reading  of  the  bill  to  mmJ^aiy  die 
claim  of  Mary  Wells      -         -         -        -  01 

on  amending  the  bill  respecting  the  return 
of  vessels  to  their  own  districts         -        >   O 

on  a  motion  to  adjourn      -         -         -        -    M 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  conoemhig 
Georgia  and  Mississippi  ... 

on  the  fiinal  passage  of  the  same 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  f4Br  sappoit 
of  the  Military  establishment 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  Ibr  sn^fMirt 
of  the  Navy   ...         -         .        - 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  better  organis- 
ing, &c.,  the  Army         -         -         *        -   64I 

on  amending  the  loan  hill  -         .       •   |^ 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -        .OS 

on  postponing  the  bill  to  enforce  the  asn- 
importation  act      -        -         -         .        .   f79 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  ^fg^wyf  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  Etuiib    -        .   M 

on  the  indefinite  postponenwnt  of  tiw  hill  to 
amend  the  act  for  calling  forth  the  nulitia    664 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  untfaeriM 
two  lotteries  in  Georgetown,  D.  C.         -    MS 

on  postponing  the  bill  to  establish  an  addi- 
tional Military  Academy  -        .        .    M 

on  amending  the  same       -        -        -       .    CM 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  biH  for  leliaf  of 
the  owners  of  the  brig  Patriota        •       •    691 

on  postponing  the*  bill  for  relief  of  Daoid 
McCauley  and  Samuel  Rakton       -       -    6tS 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  au- 
thorizing a  subscription  to  the  etock  ef 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delawaie  Caoa/     -    713 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  xAs  tetter 
orgaization  of  the  United  Slatea  Cooiu 
in  the  district  of  New  Yoik    ...    724 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  htU  gnowag  an 
annuity  to  Mary  Cheeyeia     >        .       .    726 

on  amending  the  bill  anthoriaing  the  ap- 
pointment of  certain  officers  far  &e  i»> 
tUla 7» 

on  amending  the  bill  for  supplying  Greorge- 
town  with  pure  water    -        *        >        .    716 

on  amending  the  bill  to  repeal  the  enbaxgo    731 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         >        >    741 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 
Israel  Thoradike 741 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  for 
relief  of  Stephen  Girard         .        -        .761 

on  amending  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act 
for  calling  forth  the  Buiitia     •        -        •    7VI 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  .724 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  estaUaifa 
the  office  of  Comptroller  of  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments         .        .        .        .    th 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  piohifait 
the  exportation  of  apecie        -        -        .    773 
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Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  a  bill  ts 
augment  the  compensation  of^  read  twice 
and  committed      •       •       •       •       •  iStf 


Ixi 


INDEX. 


Bmae  ProceedxngB  and  Debates, 


Page. 

Acooonto,  appointment  of  the  etanduig  oommit- 

teeof 784 

Actual  Settlers,  sundry  petitions  presented,  pray- 
ing donations  of  land  to,  referred    -        -    656 

Adams,  John  Quincj,  correspondence  of,  with 

the  Secretary  of  Stete    ....  2089 

Additional  Rifle  Corps.  (See  EiJUmen.) 

Additional  Appropriations  for  the  senrioe  of  1814, 

a  bill  making,  twice  read,  dec.        -        -  2014 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2025 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  important 

amendmentSi  and  referred  to  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means       ....  2027 

amendments  rejected         ....  2080 

Admirals,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Richardson,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  A£Eairs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prorid- 
ing  for  the  appointment  oi     -        -        •  1502 

AdTmnces  of  Money  by  States,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Eppes,  amended  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Macon,  a  resolution  was  adopted  respect- 
ing         081 

tiie  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  sundry 
papers  fiom  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, relating  to 1 133 

Agents,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  tiie  expediency  of  appoint- 
ing, in  cases  where  Commissioners  of 
Loans  are  not  appointed         -        -        -  1 150 
a  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of,  for 

paying  military  pensions,  twice  read        •  1028 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1932 

Alexander,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise 

three  regiments  of  riflemen    -        -        -  1169 

Allen,  Captain  John,  deposition  of,  relating  to 

the  conduct  of  the  enemy,  dtc.        -        -  2292 

Alston,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  remarks  of,  on 

Mr.  Hanson's  second  resolution      -        •    897 
on  the  resolution    respecting   a  National 

Bank 1862 

on  the  resolution  concerning  Treasury  notes  1953 

American  Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
McKim,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  a 
digest  of,  dec. 935 

Anderson,  Jasper,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the 
committee  on  the  petition  of,  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding  for  officers,  dec,  entitled  to  bounty 
lands 1150 

Anderson,  Joseph,  a  re{K>rt  on  the  petition  of,  dec.  1913 

Aicher,  Mr.,  report  o^  on  the  subject  of  interest    792 

jemarks  of,  on  the  Maryland  memorial        -  1218 

Aimed  Vessels,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell,  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Af&irs  were  io- 
stnicted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  an  additional  number  of       -    796 

Army  of  the  United  Sutes,  a  bill  ^m  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  better  organizing,  paying,  and 
supplying  the         ...        -        -  1697 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1771 
reported  with  amendments,  read,  and  re- 
forred    -------  1836 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...  1865 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  1866 
the  Senate  concur  in  some,  and  disagree  to 
other  amendments^        ....  1883 


Army  of  the  United  States — continued.  Page, 

the  House  recede  from  all  except  the  six- 
teenth, on  which  they  insist   ...  1893 
a  conference  asked,  and  agreed  to       -        -  1923 
the  report  of  the  managers  adopted    -        *  1924 
Army  Contractors,  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  concerning        -        -  1232 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         -  1233 
the  committee  authorized  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers     .....  1238 
report  of  the  committee  lai^  on  the  table    -  2005 
Arts  and  Manu&ctures,  a  letter  from  the  acting 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  a  tabular 

digest  of 1009 

Attorney  General,  Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a  reso- 
lution  requiring  the,  to  keep  his  office  at 
the  ^seat  of  Government  during  the  see 
sions  of  Congress  .....    852 
agreed  to-        -  -        -  •    853 

a  bill  establishing  the  permanent  residence 
of  the  seat  of  Government,  read  twice,  and 
committed     -        -        -        -        •        -1115 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        -.  9024 

B. 

Bainbridge,  Captain  William,  letter  from,  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  Navy    ...        -2182 

Baker,  Ensign  Isaac  L.,  extract  of  a  letter  from, 

to  General  Winchester  ....  2315 

Balfour,  Robert,  a  prisoner,  a  correspondence 

concerning    - 2237 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the 

petition  of  the,  referred  ....  1058 
a  bill  to  establish  the,  read  twice,  dtc.        -  1773 

Banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  Mr.  Reed  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the 

number  of 1383 

adopted,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

directed  to  report  -        -        -        •        •  1284 
report  in  obedience  to  the  resolution    -        -  1587 

Barclay,  Colonel  Thomas,  British  Commissary 
of  Prisoners,  correspondence  of,  with  Gen- 
eral Mason    2105,2112 

Barker,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Pickering  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -    812. 

Barlow,  Joel,  correspondepce  of,  with  Mr.  Rus- 
sell and  others 2074 

Bamaby,  Richard,  deposition  of,  in  relation  to 
the  conduct  of  the  enemy  on  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Maryland         ...  2290 

Barnett,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  remarks  of,  on  the  Tur- 

reau  letter 904 

on  the  resolution  concerning  Treasury  notes  1950, 

1952 

Barrie,  Captain  Robert,  correspondence  of,  with 

General  Robert  B.  Taylor      -        -        •  2238 

Bassett,  Burwell,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the 
petition  o^   contesting    the   election    of 
Thomas  M.  Bayly,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections  ....    805 
report  of  said  committee  thereon        -        -  1202 

BayHes,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  re- 
specting the  coasting  trade     .        .        -  1050 
on  the  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the 

inhabiUnts  of  Nantucket        -        -        -  1121 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ...  1652 

Bayly,  Thomas  M.,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 791 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Hanson's  second  resolu- 
Uon 897 
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Bayly,  Thomas  H* — ooDtinoed  Pag(« 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on  the 

right  of,  to  his  seat         ....  1208 
said  report  confirming,  in  his  seat,  adopted  1334 
Beall,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  Committee  on  Pob- 
lic  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  attaching  certain  lands 
to  the  district  of  Canton,  in  Ohio   -        -    789 
Beall,  Wm.  Dent,  report  on  the  petition  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    -  1434 
Beasley,  R.  6.,  correspondence  of,  with  Alex- 
ander McLeay  and  others       ...  2324 
Beaomarchais,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barwell,  all  the 
papers  in  the  case  of  the  heirs  o^  were  r^ 
ferred  to  the  ReToIutionary  Committee    -  1301 
eaid  committee  were  discharged,  and  the 

case  referred  to  a  sel^t  committee  -        -  1471 
report  of  the  last  mentioned  committee       •  1870 
Beekwith,  Sidney,  Qaartermaster  General  of  the 
British  forces  in  the  Chesapeake,  letter 
from,  to  Brigadier  General  Taylor,   at 

Norfolk 2331 

Bernard,  Louis,  deposition  of,  respecting  the 

massacre  of  a  prisoner    -        -        -        -  2313 
Bigelow,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  amend- 
ment to  Mr.  Roberts's  resolution     -        -    906 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Nan- 
tucket    1117 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ....  1874 
Blue  Lights,  Mr.  Law  submitted  a  resolution 
respecting  the  use  of,  as  signals  to  the 

enemy 1126 

the  resolution  laid  on  the  table  ...  1128 
Boerstler,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Charles  G.,  troops 

of  the  14th  regiment  embarked  under      -  3509 
Bond,  Shadrack,  delegate  firom  Illinois  Territory, 

appeared,  and  took  his  seat     ...    783 
Bonding  of  Libelled  Goods,  a  bill  concerning, 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  1183 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  1134 
Boone,  Daniel,  a  favorable  report  on  the  petition 

of,  committed         .....    gofi 
referred  to  a  committee,  with  instructions  to 

report  a  bill 806 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 823 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    846 
Boulard,  Antoine,  deposition  of,  respecting  the 

massacre  of  an  American  prisoner  -        -  2312 
Bounty  to  owners,  dec,  of  private  armed  vessels, 
a  IhII  ffom  the  Senate  in  addition  to  the 
act  allowing  a        .....  1199 
twice  read,  and  referred      ....  1229 
reported  with  amendments        ...  1261 
referred  to  another  committee    ...  1797 
reported,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 1802 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1807 
the  Senate  concurred,  with  an  amendment  -  1850 
and  the  House  agreed  to  the  amendment    •  1870 

Bower,  Dr.  Oustavus  M.,  letter  from,  relating  to 
the  conduct  of  the  enemy  after  the  disas- 
ter at  Frenchtown  ....  2320 

Bowers,  John  M.,  of  New  York,  election  of,  con- 
tested by  Isaac  Williams,  jr.  •        -        -    789 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  declar- 
ing, not  entitled  to  his  seat,  concurred  in    801 
Boier,  British  brig,  account  of  the  capture  of    -  2550 
Boyd,  Mr.,  of  N.  Y.,  appeared,  and  took  his  seal    789 


ftp. 
Bradbury,  George^  of  MaasachiweCtfl^  appeind,. 

and  took  his  seat   -        -         -         -       •  1H 

remarks  e^  on  the  reaolatioii  leBpectOig  tks 
coasting  trade        -        -         -         -       •  IIK 

Bradford,  Chairles,  deposition  ai,  respecting  ths 

conduct  of  the  enemy  on  the  river  Raiwi  SB 
Bradley,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  remarka  o€,  00  intre- 
dudng  a  lesolotion  conrmning  the  iail- 
ures  of  our  northern  aimiea     -         -       •  811 
remarks  of^  in  leply  to  Mr.  Troup        -       -  fi 
on  the  resolution  eonceming  Armj  ooatrae- 
tors        ....         ---118 

on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo       -  -  IM 

Breckenridge,  James,  of  Virgiaie,  appeered,  and 

took  his  seat  ...         .        .       .  tm 

Brevard,  Joseph,  a  UU  for  relief  o^  reed  thret 

times,  and  passed  -        -         <-        -       - 

Bricks  and  Brick  Clay,  mann&ctnrea  oC  and 

from      ...        -         -        .       - 

Brigham,  Elisha,  of  Maaeachnaette,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  -        -        -         -        .       .  isi 

speech  of,  on  the  extension  of  entistmenls  -  IIH 
Burrows  and  McCall,  Lieutenanta,  a  resolation 
from  the  Senate  relative  to  the  brilliant 
achievements  of,  twice  read,  and  icfared    813 
reported  without  amendment      ... 
read  a  third  time^  and  paaaed      ... 
Burwell,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  Coounittea  so 
Naval  Affairs  were  inatraeled  to  in^uiie 
into  the  expediency  of  authoiiiing  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  armed  vfnsgls    -       -    798 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bifl  gzviqg  u  in- 
creased bounty  on  piisonen,  dec    -       -  JSfif 

C. 

Gaboon,  John,  a  bill  from  theSsnale  in  rdasfof  IStt 
twice  read,  and  referred  ....  iSflf 
reported  without  amendlmeof,  and  oosuniu 

ted \m 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1K8 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  200 
Calhoun,  J.  C,  of  South  Carolina^  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  -        -        -        -    781 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  poa^KMie  Mr. 

Webster's  resolution      ... 
on  furloughs  to  Army  officers     -        -        -    or 
on  Mr.  Hanson's  resolution  respecting  Tor- 
reau's  letter   ...... 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Hanson      ... 
on  the  bill  to  encourage  enliatmenta  - 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  Are  yean'  enlist- 
ments   .-...-- 
remarks  of,  on  the  Naval  EataUisfament      -  IfB 
on  the  right  of  expatriation        -        -  1097, 19V 
on  the  resolution  respecting  bine  Ughta  *     -  Iff7 
concerning  the  Niagara  frontier         -        -  1141 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  *lo  print  tiie  Maiy- 
land  memorial        .....  1S2I 

remai^  of,  in  explanation  ...  itfT 
on  the  Senators  amendment  to  the  rifleman 

biU Wtt 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Groavenor  ....  I9S 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ...  I€<S 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo         1962,  1983^ 

1969, 1« 
remarks  o^  on  the  bill  to  pndiibit  the  ex- 
portation of  gold  and  diver  eoin  and  bal- 
Uon 2012,9i!) 
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ipbell,  Charles,  Mr.  Findley  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -        -        -        -    812 
adas,  Mr.  Gsston  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  inexpediency  of  prosecuting 
military  operations  against  the        -        -  1054 
the  motion  to  consider  was  negatived        -  1066 
Qon,  Moses  N.,  deposition  of,  respecting  the 

enemy,  Slc 2294 

Um  District,  Ohio,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Beall, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
attaching  certain  lands  to  the  •  -  789 
t  bill  to  that  effect  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted     1229 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .  1246 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1261 
irton,  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 
his  seat  ......    783 

ille,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed 1967 

lereagh,  Lord,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr. 

Russell 2075 

a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of  State        -  2084 
cart.  Lord,  copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  the 

Count  de  Nesselrode  ....  2084 
idler,  P.  B.,  deposition  of,  respecting  the 

conduct  of  the  enemy,  dec.  -  •  -2291 
idler,  John,  Brigadier  General,  letter  from, 

to  Major  General  Dearborn    ...  2377 
lains,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  ap- 
pointing two,  concurred  in      -        -        -    784 
pell,  John  G.,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 787 

Acey,   Commodore  Isaac,   correspondence 

of,  with  Sir  James  L.  Yeo  •  -  -2193 
etter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  -  2330 
vers,  Mary,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  1132 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  113 J 
^e  adverse  report  disagreed  to,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims  ordered  to  report  a  bill  for  relief  of  1371 
I  bill  granting  an  annuity  to,  read  twice» 

and  committed  -  .  .  -  .  1767 
«ported  without  amendment  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....  1859 
Bad  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1863 
«tarne<l  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1961 
«ad,  and  concurred  in  -  -  -  •  1986 
Ileal  Preparations,  manufacture  of  -  -  2625 
ipeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
Ingersoll  presented  the  petition  of  the, 

referred 789 

>e|K>rt  of  the  committee  thereon         -        -    798 
lili  to  authorize  subscription  to  the  stock  of 

the,  twice  read,  dec.  ....  800 
he  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 

bill  referred  to  a  select  committee  -  -  1798 
laid  committee  also  discharged  ...  2016 
BS,  Langdon,  election  and  address  of,  as 

Speaker 1057 

ipeech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ...  1628 

snden,  Martin,  Governor  of  Vermont,  Mr. 
Sharp  submitted  resolutions  declaring, 
guilty  of  an  infraction  of  the  laws,  and 
requesting  the  President  to  cause  prose- 
cution to  be  instituted  against  him  •  859 
he  resolution  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  861 
taw  Nation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
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Choctaw  Nation — continued  Page 
tures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  hospital  some- 
where in  the 1098 

Christmas,  a  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  to  adjourn 

for  a  week  at,  was  negatived  ...  806 
Claims,  appointment  of  standing  committee  of  784 
Claims  of  States  for  moneys  advanced  for  militia, 

report  on  the  subject  of  -        -        -        -  1588 
Clark,  John,  Midshipman,  Mr.  Lovett  submit- 
ted a  resolution  concerning  the  death  of  1229 
a  resolution  to  present  a  sword  to  the  near- 
est male  relation  of,  read  twice,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  ...  1S84 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1234 
Clarke,  James,  of  Kentucky,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat  - 790 

Clarke,  Dennis,  the  report  in  favor  of,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  with  in- 
structions to  bring  in  a  bill    ...  1864 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      ...  1876 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1877 
Clason,  Isaac,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of    935 
twice  read  and  referred      ....    980 
reported  with  amendments,  read  and  com- 
mitted   1114 

the  amendments  reported  agreed  to   -        -  1879 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1888 
Clazton,  Thomas,  Doorkeeper,  petition  o^  to  be 

allowed  an  assistant       ....  1931 

a  report  on  the  petition  laid  on  the  table    -  1968 
two  dollars  per  diem  allowed  to  an  assistant  2006 
Clay,  Henry,  (Speaker,)  remarks  of,  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  appointing  a  committee  on 
that  portion  of  the  Message  relating  to 
cruisers,  die.  .....    786 

address  and   resignation   o^   and  vote  of 

thanks  to -  1067 

Clerk*8  Office,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Archer  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the ' 
state  of  the,  and  report  therein        -        -  1066 
report  of  the  same     -        -        •        -        -  1 195 
authority   given   to  employ  an   additional 

assisUnt 1689 

Clerks  in  the  two  Houses,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  &x  the  compensation  of  the  -        -  1984 
twice  read,  and  committed         ...  1935 

laid  on  the  table 2010 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .*       .  3030 
Clopton,  John,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 783 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  2000 
Coasting  Trade,  Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  sub- 
mitted sundry  resolutions  respecting  the    938 
Mr.  King  submitted  another  on  the  same 
subject,  which  the  House  agreed  to  con- 
sider       1049 

and  after  consideration  adopted  -        -  1064 

Mr.  Wood,  of  Massachusetts,  also  submitted 
a  resolution  on  the  same  subject     -        -  1877 
Cochran,  Robert  C,  an  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of 1866 

concurred  in  by  the  House         ...  1869 
Cockbum,   Rear    Admiral,  correspondence  of, 

with  Commodore  Charles  Stewart  -  2253 

Collectors  of  Customs,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crouch, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  compensa- 
tion paid  to  -         -        .        -        -        .    818 
report  from  said  committee        ...  1957 
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Colombia  Manufacturing  Company,  the  petition 
of,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tiie  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia   1864 

a  bill  to  incorporate  tiie,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   1934 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  8010 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  2015 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  of   -        -        -        -    784 

Commissioner  of  Loans,  of  Maryland,  a  report 
on  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  com- 
pensation allowed  to  the         -        -        -  1862 
Commissions  granted  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
the  report  of  the  Secretaiy  of  State  in 
relation  to      -        -        -        -        -        -  3660 

Committee  of  Elections,  Mr.  King,  of  Massachu- 
setts, caJled  up  a  resolution  submitted  by 
him  in  June  last  for  the  appointment  of 

the,  by  ballot 783 

the  resolution  was  negatived      ...    786 
Compulsory  service  of  impressed  Americans,  &c. 
Documents  accompanying  the  President's 
Message,  showing  the  manner  in  which 
war  is  waged  by  the  enemy   ...  2278 
Comstock,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  encour- 
age enlistments      -        .        .        .        .    930 

on  Uie  resolutions  concerning  the  coasting 
trade     .......  J053 

Otmcord,  N.  H.,  Mr.  Webster  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  inhabitants  of,  on  the  subject 
of  distilled  spirits,  referred      ...  1577 
Condict,  Mr.,  of  New  Jersey,  made  a  report  firom 

Uie  Committee  of  Revisal,  dec.       -        -    791 
Congress,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  adjournment  of,  on  the  seventh  March 

.    next 1200 

amended  by  changing  the  day,  and  referred 

to  a  joint  committee  ....  1283 
report  of  said  committee  fixing  the  eleventh 

April,  concurred  in  -  .  -  .  1800 
the  Senate  concurred  with  an  amendment  -  2006 
the  eighteenth  April,  fixed  by  the  Senate, 

agreed  to       - 2006 

a  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting 

of,  twice  read 1958 

laid  on  the  table 1959 

the  d^y  altered  to  last  Monday  in  October, 

and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  2002 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2003 
Constitution,  Mr.  Pickens  submitted  a  resolution 

to  amend  the 797 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  .Whole        -    798 
resolution  disagreed  to       -        -        •        .    849 
Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution to  amend  the       -        -        .        .    849 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole        -    861 
Mr.  Grundy  submitted  a  resolution  of  the 
Leg^lature  of  Tennessee,  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the,  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole      ....  1264 
Contingent  Expenses,  the  President  transmitted 

an  account  of  the  .....    936 
Controversies  between  States,  Mr.  Desha  ^pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky  on  the  subject  of    -        -        -  1434 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee   -        •  1471 
a  bill  prescribing  the  mode  of  deciding,  twice 
read,  and  committed       ....     183 
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Cooper,  Mr.,  on  motion  o^  the  Committee  01 
Revision  of  the  Militia  Laws  were  in- 
stracted  to  inquire  Mto  the  erpedieiK^sf 
making  provision  fbr  pajiss  the  expenses 
of  the  militia  called  oat  to  defend  the 
several  States,  &c.  -  •  .  -  If: 
Cooper,  Captain,  letters  from  to  the  Lieatenaiit 
Governor  of  Virginia      -  -        .       - 

Copper  Coins,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inqnire  into  die 
expediency  of  altering  the,  of  the  Unfted 

Stotes 1» 

a  report  that  it  was  inexpedient,  Goncaned 

in  -        •        ■        -         .       .       - 

Costs,  dtc,  in  Uniteid  States  Oourta,  on  nolioe 

of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  Jodiciery  Coauniltse 

were  instructed  to  inqohe  coneeraing  the 

Cotton,  remarics  on  the  growth  end  maBnfecton 

of 

Courtney,  John  T.    (See  Hamwan^  Seamud) 
Coxe,  Tench,  letter  from,  to  the  Seeretaiy  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  sabject  of  manafee- 
tures,  Ac      -        -         -         -        .       - 157! 

Crawford,  William  H.,the  PresideDt  transraidei 
the  correspondence  o^  with  the  Fmck, 
Minister  of  Foreign  Afhin     -        -       •  If^ 
papers  touching  the  reeeption  oi,  in  Fnnee, 
*  transmitted  in  complunoe  with  a  resoii- 
tion  of  the  House  -         >         ...  SIM 
Crawford,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  read  twice  -  ISM 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -       -  14S 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  aDeadBsnt  ITTf 
referred  to  the  Committee  or  Public  I^a^  '79i 
the  amendment  conearred  in     -       •       -  IW 
Creighton,  Mr.,  submitted   a  resofaCiQiL  on  likie 

subject  of  paying  the  militia.  -        .       -   9^ 
Crimes  against  the  United  States,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  IngersoU  the  Jadidmry  Commktm 
,    were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  more  cfiectoally  for 
the  punishment  of         •        -         .       .  9II& 
Criminal  Intercourse  with  the  Enemy,  Naval 

General  Order  on  the  subject  of     -       -  9ik 
Crouch,  Edward,*  of  Pennsylvania,  elected  Is 
supply  the  place  of  Mr.  Groninger,  ic- 
sigoed,  appeared,  was  qualified.  Sec,       -   7%] 
Crowninshield,  Benjamin  W.,  a  bill  for  relief  uti,       ' 
read  twice     .----.  IIST 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  HBj 
Cruisers  of  Powers  at  vrar  vrith  our  enemy,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Clay  a  committee  was  s^ 
pointed  on  so  much  of  the  Mesaage  as 
relates  to-        -----3* 

Crutchfield,  Major,  letter  from,  to  GoTemor  Bar> 
hour,  of  Virginia  -  .  -  .  - 
Cnfiee,  Paul,  (a  colored  man,)  Mr.  Wheatoa  pv»> 
sented  the  petition  of,  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Oon- 
merce  and  Manufactures  -  -  '  ^ 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  de- 
parture of,  with  vessel,  dec,  to  Siena 

I«eone -  il» 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -        •  I^ 
report  of  the  committee  thereon  ordered  ts       i 
be  printed      -        -        -        -        .       -  lltf 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill  negatived         -  1^^  | 
Culpeper,  Mr.,  remain  of,  on  the  right  of  ezpa- 

triation  -        -        -        -.      -       -       *?5 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -       «       -  iS» 
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Cumberland  Rotd,  the  Preiident  tranemitted  thj 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  subject  ofithe      ....  1047 
Cuthbert,  Alfred,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified  and 

took  his  seat 1248 

Cotler,  Jervis,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

committed 1696 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    %  -        -  1958 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .     *  -        •  2003 
Cntts,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  debated  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  and  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims  ...  2006 

D. 

Me,  Commodore,  a  bill  for  relief,  of  twice  read, 

and  committed      .....    794 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 797 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        >        .801 

Dardin,  Amey,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the 

petition  of,  presented  in  1804,  was  referred 

to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Rev- 

olutionary  Claims  -        -        .        .        .    849 

Daschkofii;  Mr.  de,  letter  from,  to  the  SecreUry  of 

State     - 2087 

Davis,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat-        .....    612 
Dawson,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  standing  com- 
mittees were  appointed  ....    783 
the  death  of,  announced  by  Mr.  Eppes        -  1934 
resolutions  of  respect         ....  1936 
the  Speaker  was  instructed  to  inform  the 
Executive  of  Virginia  of  the  death  of    -  2003 
Dawson,   John,  deposition  of,  respecting    the 

massacre  of  prisoners     ....  2324 
Dsarborn,  Major  Genera],  correspondence   of, 

with  the  Secretary  of  War     -        -        -  2864 
Debt  of  the  United  States,  the  Speaker  laid  before 
the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  transmitting  a  revised  state- 
ment of  the   2019 

Defence,  fects  relating  to  such  manufactures  as 

are  useful  or  necessary  to       -        •        -  2598 
Depredations  by  Soldiery,  Mr.  Pickering  submit- 
ted a  resolution  concerning    -        -        -    814 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs       815 

Desha,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  rifle- 
men     ..-----  1184 
remarks  of,  on  the  petition  of  the  Moravians  1577 
on  his  motion  respecting  the  issue  of  Treas- 
ury Notes 1953 

Destitute  and  distressed  American  Seamen,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Baylies,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
paying  the  transportation  of  -        -        -    813 
a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
make  an  additional  allowance  to  owners 
of  vessels  for  bringing  home,  twice  read  1862 
ordered  to  a  third  readhig        ...  2005 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  2008 
Digest  of  Manufactures,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  a     -        -  2570 
Direct  Tax,  a  bill  to  amend  the  seveiith  section 
of  the  act  to  lay  and  collect  a,  twice  read, 

&G.       - 828 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .        •        •        -        .    855 


Direct  Tax — continued.  Page* 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    855 
Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Tennessee  respecting  a  more 
equitable  distribution  among  the  States  of 
the,  referred 1186 

Disabled  Officers,  Soldiers,  Marines,  dec.,  Mr. 
IngersoU  submitted  a  resolution  concern- 
ing a  provision  for  ....    796 

District  Attorney  of  New  York,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Sherwood,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  amount 
of  fees  and  perquisites  to  the  -        -    936 

District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  for  the     -        -        -        -    784 

Documents,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  members  to  frank 

certain 786 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read  three  times,  and 

passed 787 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Pickering  all  printed,  or- 
dered to  be  numbered,  d^.     ...    790 

Domestic  Distilled  Liquors,  a  bill  to  change  the 

tax  on,  was  indefinitely  postponed  -        -  2011 

Doyle,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  read  twice,  and 

committed 1434 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  . 
to  lie  over 1876 

Duties  and  Drawbacks,  the  Speaker  laid  before 
the  House  a  letter  from  the  acting  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury!  with  a  statement  of  1007 

Duties  on  Domestic  Spirits,  the  committee  to 
whom  the  subjestevas  referred  reported 
the  inezpediencj/Vf  altering  the  act  con- 
cerning          1878 

Dyes  and  Paints^  digest  of  the  manufecture  of  -  2690 

E. 

Earle,  Ellas,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat *     .    805 

Earthquakes,  Mr.  Hempstead  presented  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory, praying  Congress  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  sufferers  by  the  late,  referred  1534 
Elections,  appointment  of  the  Committee  of  -  786 
Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  making,  the  port  of  entry  for 

Camden 1946 

read  three  times,  and  passed      ...  1946 

EUis,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  rehef  of,  read  twice       -  1245 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1695 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1697 

Ely,  William,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and 

tookhisseat 784 

Embargo,  Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  to 

suspend  the 1770 

a  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  a  repeal  or 
modification  of  the         -        -        .        .  1798 
Mr.  Gaston  submitted  a  resolution  to  repeal 

the 1867 

the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  re- 
ported a  bill  to  repeal  the,  which  was 
twice  read       ...  .        .  (947 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole        .  1948 
reported  to  the  House  after  much  debate    -  1983 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley  the  third  section 
was  struck  out  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  1984 
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on  which  the  House  refused  to  concur  -  1986 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  -  2000 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2001 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2011 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  agreed  to  -  2014 
a  confidential  Message  from  the  President 

recommending  an  immediate  ...  2031 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions      2032 

then  follow  the  proceedings  on  the  bill  lay- 
ing an  2032 

(See  Secret  Proeeedinge*) 
Enlistments,  a  bill  for  encouraging,  dec,  in  the 

regular  army,  read  twice,  dbc.  -  -  872 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  -  .  .  .  •  936 
read  a  third  time  .....  939 
and  after  long  debate  passed  ...  979 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1093 
amendments  disagreed  to  -  .  .  .  1094 
the  Senate  insist  and   ask  a  confeijence, 

which  is  agreed  to  -        -        .        .*       .1114 
report  of  the  managers  of  said  conference    -  1132 
the  report  concurred  in      ....  1140 
Enterprise,  Brig,  account  of  the  engagement  of 
the,  with  and  capture  of  the  British  brig 

Boxer 2650 

Eppes,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Hanson's  reso- 
lutions .......    810 

on  the  partial  appropriation  bill  -        .    860 

on  the  resolution  respecting  blue  lights      -  1127 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  print  the  Mary- 
land memorial        .....  1223 

on  the  loan  bill  -#    *  -  1369 

on  the  National  Bank       •        -        -        -1861 
remarks  o^  on  the  resolution  respecting 

Treasury  notes 1961 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Bassett      -        -        -        -  1962 
on  the  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress 1968 

Errors  in  designating  tracts  of  Land«  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provbion  by  law  for        -        .        .        .    803 
a  bill  to  that  effect  reported,  and  indefinitely 

postponed 1967 

Estimates  for  the  current  year,  the  Speaker  laid 
before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Treasury  enclosing  his      •  1068 
Evans,  David  R.,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 792 

Evans,  Oliver,  a  report  on  several  petitions  re- 
lating to  the  patent  rights  of  -        -        .    866 
Mr.  Fisk  presented  sundry  petitions  of  a 

similar  character 1248 

a  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  the  patent  right 

of,  read  twice,  dec.          -        -        .        -  1471 
papers  relating  to  the  patent  right  of  -        -  2656 
Exportation  of  Specie,  a  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  from  the  presidents  of 
banks  in  Baltimore,  recommending  a  law 
prohibiting  the 2650 

F. 

Failure  of  our  Anns,  dtc.,  Mr.  Bradley  submit- 
ted a  resolution  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  the,  on  the  northern 
frontier  ......    819 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         -    882 
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Failure  of  our  Arms-— continued.  h|p. 

the  President  transmitted  a  report  from  ^ 

Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the 

a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  MiUer  00  the 

subject  of^  was  rejected  -         -         -        . 

documents  relating  to  the,  transaiittod  by  the 

President       ...         .         .        . 

Fanning,  Henry,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twke, 
and  oemmitted       ..... 

reported  without  amendment,  and  osdered 
to  a  third  reading  .....  148 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  lift 
Farmer,  Thomas,  Mr.  Jackaon  preoented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -        -         >         -        -    BU 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  bill  to  extend 

the  charter  ol^  read  twice,  dbc 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georigetown, 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  &e. 
Farrow,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  remarks  ol^  on 
furlougbs  to  the  army    .... 

on  the  bill  to  encourage  enliatmetttB,  dbc.    - 

on  the  resolutions  concerning^  the  iiraftinf 

trade     ....         -         -        - 

on  the  right  of  expatriation         ... 
on  the  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the 
people  of  Nantucket       -         -        -        -1115 

on  Mr.  Hanson's  motion  relative  to  the  Tar- 
reau  letter     ......  IISI 

speech  of,  on  the  Yazoo  claims  -        -  1860^  189S 
remarks  o^  on  the  resoludon  resperting  s 

National  Bank ISM 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  expottatieB  of 
specie,  Ac     ......  2017 

Ferguson,  Hugh,  Mr.  Ingersoll  presenfed  At 

petition  of,  referred  ... 
Finances,  report  from  the  Treassiy  DepBttm^nt 
on  the  state  of  the,  referrsd  ... 
nidley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  lesolBtion  to 
appoint  the  Committee  of  EleetionB  by- 
ballot    -        - 

on  Mr.  Sharp's  resolution  .... 
on  postponing  Mr.  Jackson's  resolotion  to 

amend  the  Constitution          -        -        -  IIW 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill          ...  im 
remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  respecting  a  Na- 
tional Bank IStt 

on  the  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress      .... 

Fine  Arts  and  Sciences,  eflect  of  the,  on  the  t 

provement  of  manufactures    .        -        - 

Fire  Insurance  Company  in  Alexandria,  a  bill  to 

incorporate  the,  read  twice,  dec 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  eflect 

read  twice  and  committed  ... 

reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  paased  as  amoided  -  1711 
Fishbury,   Massachusetts,  Mr.   Reed  preaented 

the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Fisheries,  benefits  resulting  to  the,  from  manu- 
lactures  ...... 

Fisk,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  Isaac  Williams,  jr.,     .... 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  appoint  a 
Lieutenant  Greneral        .... 

on   Mr.  King's  resolution  respecting  the 
coasting  trade        .....  ]#lt 

on  the  resolution  respecting  blue  lights      •  IVB 
on  the  motion  to  inquire  eonoeming  Tor- 
rau's  letter    ......  IIV 
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Fisk,  Mr. — contiDoed.  Page, 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  three  regimenti 

of  riflemen 1167 

Temarke  of,  on  submitting  a  resolution  con- 
cerning army  contractors        ...  1231 
on  the  National  Bank        ....  1863 

on  the  motion  concerning  Treasury  notes  -  1953 
Fisk,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  made  a  favorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  Isaac  Williams,  jr. 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Sharp's  resolutions 
on  furloughs  to  the  army   .... 

on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution        ... 
on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments  - 
on  the  right  of  expatriation        ... 
on  the  Senate  amendment  to  the  bill  to  raise 
riflemen         ...... 

on  the  increased  bounty  on  prisoners 

on  the  Tazoo  claims  -        -        -        -1852,1908 

on  introducing  a  resolution  respecting  the 
execution  of  the  revenue  laws 
five  Years'  Enlistments,  a  bill  authorizing  the 
President  to  raise  fourteen  of  the  regi- 
ments for,  or  during  the  war,  read  twice, 
and  committed       ..... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor, 

read  twice,  and  referred  to  same 
debate  on   the  bill  in  Committee    of  the 

Whole 981 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading          -        -        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  debated    ... 
final  passage  of  the  bill,  as  amended  - 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  disagreement, 
and  the  House  receded  .        .        - 
RagBy  dbc,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  collecting  and  preserving 
the,  captured  from  the  enemy 
a  report  from  said  committee     .        .        - 
sundry  documents  in  relation  to          •        - 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  collection  and  pres- 
ervation of  the,  read  twice,  6cc. 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
nax,  digest  of  the  manufactures  of  - 
Floating  Batteries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  author- 
izing the  President  to  cause  to  be  built    -  1433 
read  twice,  and  committed          ...  1435 
reporte4  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted   1471 

reported  with  amendment  ...  18OO 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1803 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1804 
FlotiUay  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  certain  officers  for  the, 

service 2003 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  2005 
reported  without  amendment,  and  committed  2009 
again  reported,  and  ordered  to  third  reading  2015 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  2019 
Foreign  Afiairs,  appointment  of  a  Committee  on    785 
Foreign  Gold  Coins,  communication  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  2650 
Foreign  Intercourse,  a  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent transmitting  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  of  the  expenses  of, 
with  numerous  documents      ...  1284 
Foreign  Licenses,  Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts, 

submitted  a  resolution  touching      -        •  2020 
resolution  rejected      .....  2022  | 
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1243 
1968 
2003 
2587 


Page. 
Foreign  Vesseli  of  War^  bill  concerning  the 
use  of  the  ports  an^arbon  of  the  United 
States  by,  read  twice,  ice,      ...  1937 
Forsyth,  John,  of  Georgia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat -    790 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  further  time 

to  purchasers  of  public  lands  ...  1234 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill          ...  1^99 
on  the  Yazoo  claims  .....  1890 
France,  Mr.  Hanson  submitted  sundry  resolu- 
tions respecting  our  relations  with  -        -    809 
which  were  laid  upon  the  table  ...    818 
Mr.  Hanson  withdrew  the  above  and  sub- 
mitted two  others 888 

the  first  of  which  was  agreed  to         -        •    890 
the  second  resolution  negatived  -        -    900 

Mr.  Roberts  renewed  the  resolution  of  Mr. 

Hanson 901 

which  was  agreed  to,  after  debate      -        -    927 
Mr.  Gaston  submitted  a  Teeolutiqp  asking 

information  touching  our  relations  with  -  2016 
which  bill,  slightly  amended,  was  agreed  to  2017 
a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 

a  reply  to  the  resolution  ...  20S7 

papers  transmitted  by  the  President,  concern- 
ing our  relations  with,  (Appendix)  -  2061 
Franklin,  Meshack,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat    .....    783 
French  Decrees,  on  motion,  of  Mr.  Webster,  the 
Message  of  the  last  session  transmitting 
a  reply  to  his  resolutions  on  the  subject 
of  the,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole -    825 

Frenchtown,  Maryland,  account  of  the  pillage 

and  destruction  of         ....  2287 
Fruit,  digest  of  manufactures  from    ...  2591 
Furloughs,    Mr.  Grosvenor  submitted   a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of  -        -        -        -    867 
which  was  laid  on  the  table        ...    871 
the  resolution  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to    878 

G. 
Gaete,  the  Duke  o(  copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  the 

Count  of  Sussy 2072 

Gaston,  William,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat   .....    787 
'speech  of,  on   Mr.  Pickens's  resolution  to 

amend  the  Constitution  ....  835 
on  the  amendment  of  the  same,  as  to  the 

mode  of  choosing  electors,  6cc.        -        .    851 
'  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution      -    887 
on  Mr.  Hanson's  resolution        ...    899 
on  his  proposed  amendment  to  that  effect  by 

Mr.  RoberU 922 

on   his    own    resolution    concerning  the 

Canadas 1054 

in  reply  to  the  Speaker's  remark  as  to  the 

rules  of  the  House  ....  io55 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the   ransoming  of 

vessels .  1136 

speech  of,  on  the  Maryland  memorial  -  -  1220 
remarks  of,  in  explanation  ...  i227 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -  -  -  -  1542 
on  his  resolution  to  repeal  the  embargo  .  1866 
remarks  of,  on  the  Yazoo  claims  -  -  1921 
on  the  National  Bank  ....  1945 
on  introducing  a  resolution  respecting  our 

relations  with  France     -        -        -        -  2016 
General  Court  Martial,  proceedings  of  the,  in  the 

case  of  General  Hull      ....  2526 
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General  Land  Office,  the  Sjmker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  from  tne  Commiaiioner  of 

the 818 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Lattimore,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the,  was  directed  to  report  con- 
cerning certain  purchasers  of  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory      ....  1200 
report  of  the  said  Commissioner  in  replj    •  1234 
Georgetown,  D.  C,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  an- 

thorizing  two  lotteries  in        -        •        -1913 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1923 
reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted         1928 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany to  supply,  with  pure  water     -        -  2003 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  2006 
read  a  third  time,  slightly  amended,  and 

passed 2008 

Georgia,  Mr.  Troup  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  persons  in,  respecting  the  improvo- 
ment  of  internal  navigation,  dec,  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  844 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
continuing  in  force  the  act  declaring  the 
assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State 

of 1160 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  (embracing  Maryland 
also,)  read  twice    -        -        -        -        -  1913 
(See  Maryland  and  Georgia,) 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  some  effect     -  1929 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1932 
a  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act 
granting  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act 
of  the  State  of,  concerning  the  harbor- 
master and  health  officer  of  Savannah,  and 
St.  Marys,  twice  read,  and  committed     -  2008 
Gholson,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition 
of  John  Taliaferro,  contesting  the  election 
of  the  sitting  member,  Mr.  Hungerford   -    790 
remarks  o^  on  Mr.  Pickering's  resolution 

concerning  the  depredations  of  soldiers  -    814 
on  the  resolution  respecting  furloughs         -    869 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Hanson's  second  resolu- 
tion (Turreau's  letter)    -        -        -        -894 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 

Naval  Establishment      •        -        -        -  1011 
on  the  Senate  amendment  to  the  bill  to  raise      • 

riflemen         ....         1259,  1260 
on  the  Yazoo  claims  -        •        -         1911,  1918 
Gibson,  Jacob,  letter  from,  respecting  the  de- 
struction committed  by  the  enemy  on  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland    -        -        -  2298 
Girard,  Stephen,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  1864 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1864 
the  petition  of,  respecting  his  ship  Mon- 
tesquieu, referred  -  -  -  -  -1811 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -  -  -  1967 
the  memorial  o^  for  remission  of  penalties 

and  forfeitures 2565 

Glass,  manufactures  of 2628 

Gold  or  Silver  Coins,  or  Bullion,  a  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  exportation  of,  read  twice,  dtc.  1948 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2014 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -  2018 
Gold,  Silver,  and  the  finer  mixed  metals,  manu- 
factures from  2614 


Goldsborough,  Charles,  of  Maryland,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat   ....        -  no 

remarks  of,  on  printing  the  Maryland  me- 
morial    1209,  mi 

on  the  Senate  bill  giving  increased  boonty 
on  prisoners  ..... 
Government,  a  bill  for  support  of,  read  twice 
*  ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     . 

returned  frt>m  the  Senate  with  anaendmcnts  1681 
Graham,  John,  letters  from,  to  Mr.  Rnsaell 

memorandum  of  the  conversation  of,  with 
Mr.  Baker     ...        -         -        - 
Grain,  importance  to  the  farmer  of  manufac- 
tures from      ....         -        - 
(}reat  Britain,  a  message  transmitting  a  cetre*- 
pondence  on  our  relations  with 

copy  of  the  papers  communicated 
Greenwood,  Jonathan,  deposition  of,  respecting 

the  conduct  of  the  enemy,  dec 
Grosvenor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Sharp's  re- 
solutions       ....         -        - 
'  on  introducing  a  resolution  respecting  fbr- 
loughs  .....         .        - 

in  defence  of  the  same       .... 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Wright's  resolntion 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Hanson's  aeeotid  resolii- 
lion       -      • 

on  the  letter  of  Turreau     .... 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Hanson's  amendment  to 
Mr.  Roberts's  resolution  ...  916,  1126 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Roberts    -        -  ll2f 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  rav- 
soming  of  vessels   .....  IIST 

on  the  Maryland  memorial        -        12\%^  W2 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  amen^mcsit  to 
the  bai  to  raise  riflemen  -        -         1259,  1261 

on  the  resolution   respecting  a   IVationai 
Bank im 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo        >        -  196K 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
gold  and  sUver  coin,  dec         ...  201S 
Grundy,  Felix,  of  Tennessee,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat         ......    791 

remarks  of,  on  the  right  of  expatriation       •  1095 

on  the  Nantucket  bUl        -         -         .        -  IIIS 

on  the  blue  lights  resolution        -         -        .  IISS 

on  the  resolution  concerning  aixny  contract- 
ors         12s 

on  the  bill  for  the  return  of  vessels  to  their 
own  districts  ......  llSl 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -         -        -        .  US 

remarks  of,  on  the  Yaxoo  daimn         >        -  I8SS 

on  his  resolution  respecting    a    Natiooal 
Bank 1942,  IMI 

on  the  resolution  respecting  Treasoiy  notes  19^ 

190 

on  the  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress       ....  II9I 

on  the  bUl  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
specie,  dtc    ......  2117 

Guenin,  J.  B^  a  prisoner  on  board  an  English 
ship,  the  memorial  of,  vras  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  ...         .        .    6tf 

H. 

Hale,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  remarks  o(  on 
the  bUl  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
specie,  dec    -       .        .        ...  I62t 
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Pag*, 
y  William,  of  New  Huiip«]iirey  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 812 

,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  remarki  of,  on  the  resolu- 
tion concerning  army  contractors   -        -  1232 
OB  the  bill  attaching  certain  lands  to  the 

Canton  district 1244 

on  the  Yazoo  claims  -----  1862 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  -  -  2001 
ewell,  Edward,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed       ....        -  1967 
liiton,  Greorge,  a  bill  for  relief  o(  read  twice, 

and  committed 2004 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  2025 
ipton,  Virginia,  outrages  committed  at        •  2330 
letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Richmond  En- 
quirer, on  the  outrages  at        -        -        -  2340 
ipton.    General  Wade,  correspondence  of, 

with  the  Secretary  of  War     -        -        -  2401 
LOver,  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Webster  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 

of 844 

ison,  Alexander  C,  of  Maryland,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat  -  -  -  -  -  783 
speech  o^  on  introducing  resolutions  respect- 
ing our  relations  with  France  •  •  808 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Eppes  ....  810 
on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution  -  -  -  886 
on  hie  own  resolution  respecting  Turreau's 

letter 890 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Roberts      -        -        -        -    901 
on  his  amendment  to  Mr.  Roberts's  reeolu- 

tion 913 

on  printing  the  Maryland  memorial   -        -  1225 
Temarks  of,  on  submitting  another  resolution 

concerning  the  Turreau  letter         -    •   -  1236 
■speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  return  of  ves- 
sels  to  their  own  districts        ...  1268 

on  the  loan  bill 1371 

rgrove.  Captain.  William,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jennings,  the  Military  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
compensating,  dec.  ....    856 

rris,  Thomas  K.,  of  New  York,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Shipherd,  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions was  instructed  to  inquire  concerning 
the  title  of,  to  a  seat       -        -        -        -    804 
affirmative  report  of  said  committee  referred 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole      -        -    823 
concurrence  reported  and  confirmed  by  the 

House 1859 

irison.  Major  General,  extract  of  a  letter  from, 

to  the  Secretary  of  War  -        -        -  2317 

correspondence  of,  with  the  Secretary  of 

War 2386 

xrison,  Samuel,  and  John  T.  Courtney,  a  re- 
port on  the  petition  o^  refereed  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy    -        -        -        -1869 
report  of  said  officer  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 2026 

wbrouek,  Abraham,  of  New  York,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat    -        -        -        -        -    791 
me  de  Grace,  an  account  of  the  conduct  of 

the  army  at 2302 

iwes,  Aylett,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat  ..--..    804 

iwkins,  Joseph  H.,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  certificates  of  the  elections  of,  in 
place  of  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  re- 
signed, referred      -----  1923 


Hawkins,  Joseph  H. — continued.  Page, 

appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  -  1928 
remarks,  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  a 
NaUonal  Bank      -        -        -  1954,  1956 

Hay,  John  D.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed 1985 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        -  2028 
Hemp,  digest  of^  the  manufacture  of  -        •  2688 

Hempstead,  Edward,  delegate  firom  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory, appeared,  dec.       ...        -    785t 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  final  adjustment 
of  titles  to  lands  in  Louisiana  and  Mis- 
souri Territory       -----  1832 
Henderson,   Frisby,  affidavit  of,  in  relation  to 

pillage,  dec,  by  the  enemy      -        -        .  2286 
Henrick,  Brigantine,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson, 
the  claim  of  the  Danish  Government  for 
restitution  in  the  case  of  the,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims   -        -        -    808 
a  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  make  resti- 
tution for  the,  read  twice,  dec.         -        -  1967 
Highwassce,  Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  letter  firom 

the  United  States'  agent  at,  referred       -  1876 
Hodgson,  Rebecca,  report  on  the  petition  of,  read 

and  committed       -        .        -        .        .    868 
Hoffinan,  Lieutenant  Robert,  of  the  Navy,  corti- 
cate of,  in  respect  to  impressed  Americans  2278 
Hogan,  Michael,  Mr.  Miller  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 812 

a  bill  to  compensate,  read  twice  -        -    %IB 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       .        -        .  1244 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -        -  I86i2 
Hook,  Moses,  a  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to,  read  twice   -        -        -        -    806 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    818 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -    828 
Hopkins,  Samuel  M.,  of  New  York,  appeared 

and  took  hie  seat    -----  1183 
speech  of,  introducing  a  resolution  concern- 
ing losses  on  the  Niagara  frontier  -        -  1140 
Homer,  Maria,  Mr.  IngersoU  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred       .....     812 
Horses  of  Volunteers,  dec,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Desha,  the  Military  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  for,  lost  on  the  Canada  expedition    790 
a  bill  allowing  compensation  for,  dtc.,  read 

twice,  and  committed     .        -        -        -    844 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 2019 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        .  2019 
House  of  Representatives,  members  present  at 

the  meeting  of  the  -        -        -     '  -    781 

adjournment  of  the    -        -^       *        *        -2031 
HoweU,  Nathaniel  W.,  of  New  York,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat 1128 

Hughes,  Joseph  S.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 

and  committed       -----  2019 

Hull,  Brigadier  General,  trial  of,  by  general  court 

martial  - 2524 

Humiliation  and  Prayer,  resolution  and  procla^ 

mation,  appointing  a  day  of  -        -        -  2678 

Humphreys,  Mr.,  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Tennessee,  praying   that 
certain  lands  may  be  set  apart  to  satisfy 
warranu  issued,  dec,  referred         -        -    889 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -        -        -        -  1364 

Hungerford,  John  P.,  election  of,  contested  by 

John  Taliaferro 790 
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HoDgerford,  John  P^-continoed.  Page* 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Electtone  in  the 
case  of,  read  ......  1200 

the  said  report  dingreed  to  by  the  House  1201 
decision  of  the  House  confirming,  in  his  seat  1471 

I. 

JUinois  Territory,  a  bill  confirming  certain  claims 

to  land  in,  read  twice  ....  1370 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1863 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1864 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2019 
read  and  concurred  in  -  -  -  -  2022 
a  report  on  the  resolution  of  sundry  inhabi- 

tontsof 1923 

Importations,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  acting  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  containing  two  statements  of, 
in  American  and  foreign  vessels,  for  one 

year,  Ac 873 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  prohibit  certain    -1199 
twice  read,  and  referred     ....  1229 
a  Message  from  the  President  in  relation  to, 
and  exportations,  referred       ...  1934 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKim 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  laws  laying  and  collect- 
ing duties  on         .....    855 
Impressed  Seamen,  reasons  assigned  by  the  Brit- 
ish Admiralty,  for  refusing  to  discharge  -  2222 
Incorporated  Banks,  on  moUon  of  Mr.  Taylor  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  permit  any,  to  discount,  Ac,  without 
stamps,  on  certain  conditions  -        -        -    801 
Inerease  of  the  Army,  report  made  to  the  Senate 

by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  an  2349 
Indian  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
laws  of  the  United  BUtes  to,  dtc.  -  -  806 
Indian  Titles,  Mr.  Rhea  also  presented  sundry 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennes- 
see, concerning  the  extinguishment  of,  re- 
ferred     1233 

Indiana  Territory,  the  Speaker  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  pay- 
ment of  their  militia,  referred  -        *        -    813 
Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  the 

same,  respecting  the  judges  of,  referred   -  1123 
Mr.  J.  also  presented  another,  protesting 

against  certain  acts  of  the  Governor  of    -  1343 
a  bill  to  define  more  explicitly  the  duties  of 
the  General  Court  of,  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted    1344 

reported  without  amendment,  recommitted  1865 
reported  with  amendment,  and  referred      -  1877 
committee  discharged  from  ite  further  con- 
sideration       1961 

the  third  reading  of  the  bill  rejected   -        -  2002 
a  bill  to  establish  the  mode  of  laying  oflT,  into 

districts,  -dec,  twice  read  ...  1333 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1439 
Infantry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  mili- 
tary committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorising  the 
President  to  change  any  portion  of  the, 
into  artillery  men  -        -        -        -        -    801 
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Ingeraoll,  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolation  for  a  eoo- 
mittee  to  inquire  into  the  expedjency  of 
making  proviaion  for  the  support  of  t^aa- 
bled  officers,  soldiers,  and  marines  -        -   IK 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  poet 
office  patronage      ....   864,  IMS 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Webster    -         -         >        -   9S! 

on  the  bill  for  five  years*  enlietraenta  - 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Stockton    .... 

on  the  loan  bill ...... 

remarks  o(  on  the  bill  authorizing  tiie  pur- 
chase of  certain  Tcssels .        .         .        - 
on  the  Yszoo  claims  ..... 

on  the  resolution  concerning  a  general  tariff 
of  duties        ...         -         .        - 
Ingham,  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution  conoemiag 
a  regular  tariff  of  duties        ... 
remarks  of,  in  defence  of  the  same     - 
Inland  Navigation,  Mr.  King,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, presented  the  petition  of  snadiy  ia- 
habitants  of  that  Stete,  praying  the  aid 
and  patronage  of  Congress  in  opening  an, 
between  the  Chesaprake  Bay    and   St 
Mary's  river  in  Georgia*  referred    - 
a  similar  petition  from  inhabitante  of  Yit- 
g^nia,  referred  to  same    .... 

a  similar  petition  from  inhabitants  of  Geor- 
gia, referred  to  same       .... 

a  similar  petition  from  inhalntanto  of  South 

Carolina,  referred  to  same      ...  1691 
Mr.  Murfree  presented  a  second  petition  of 

the  same  tenor  from  North  Cartrfina       -  17C7 
Mr.  Macon  presented  a  second  petition  a^ 

the  same  ti^nor  from  Georgia  ...  17V7 
the  Speaker  presented  a  seoooif  ooe  on  ^Jbn 
same  subject  from  South  CaioVkiia  -       «•  1861 
Instruments  and  Agents  of  Mannbetnies,  a  db 
sertetion  on  the      ..... 

Insurance  Company  in  Georgetown,  B.  C^  % 

bill  to  incorporate  an,  read  twice,  dec    -  lOif 
Interest,  Mr.  Archer  made  a  report  on  the  sob- 

ject  of-        -        -        -        -        -        .718 

Intemtd  Improvement,  Mr.  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, submitted  two  resolutions  on  the 
subject  of      -        ....        -  1915 

Internal  Resources,  Mr.  McKim  sabmitled  a  res- 
olution respecting  .....  14)1 

Invalid  Pensions,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  read, 
and  committed       ..... 

reported  with  amendmente         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in   . 
Iron,  digest  of  the  manufecture  of    - 
Island  of  New  Orleans,  a  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  for  ascertaining  titles  to  land  in 
that  part  of  Louisiana  west  of  MmaisBp- 
pi  river  and,  read  twice,  dec    - 
reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  ..... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

J. 

Jackson,  John  G.,  of  VirginiSt  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat ...         .         .        .    8i( 

remarks  of,  on  the  right  of  expatriation     -  1^ 
on  the  blue  lights ilff 
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Juikatmt  John  G. — ooiUinued.  Page, 
gpeech  of,  on  hia  motion  to  amend  the  Con- 
stitution         1191 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the 

same 1197 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -        -        -        -  1472 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  time  for 
the  next  meeting  of  Congresa         -        -  1968 
Jail  in  Alexandria,  a  bill  making  appropriations 

for  building  a,  read  twice,  dtc        -        -  1244 
Jefferson  College,  Mr.  Lattimo^e  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  the  tmstees  of  the,  referred       -  1834 
report  of  the  committee  thereon         -        -  1922 
JenniDgs,  Jonathan,  delegate  from  Indiana  Ter-    • 

ritory,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  -        •    782 
Johnson,  James,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

hia  seat 791 

Johnson,  Richard  M.,  of  Kentucky,  wa«  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    ....  1831 
Johnson,  Joseph,  the  petition  of  referred  -        -  1679 
Judgments  of  Record,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
were  instructed  to  revise  the  laws  con- 
cerning, as  evidence,  dec        -        -        -    791 
Judicial  Courts,  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  con- 
cerning          797 

Judicial  System,  on  motion  of  Mr.  IngersoU,  the 
Judiciary  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expedient^  of  altering 

the 805 

a  bill  further  to  amend  the,  read,  and  com- 
mitted   1768 

mdefinitely  postponed       ....  1968 
Judidary,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  the     -        -        .        -        .        .    784 
Jwticee  of  the  Peace,  D.  C,  Mr.  Lewie  present- 
ed the  petition  of  the,  referred        -        -  1676 
an  adverse  report  on  the  same  concurred  in  1804 

K. 

KeDy,  William,  a  report  from  the  Committee  of 
Elections  that,  is  not  entitled  to  his  seat, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    823 

Kennedy,    William,  of  North    Carolina,    ap- 

peared,  and  took  hia  seat        ...    784 

Kentn<^y,   Mr.  Desha  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of,  in  relation  to  the 
payment  of  their  militia        ...  1066 
Mr.  McKee  presented  sundry  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of 1435 

Ceniie  and  Forsyth,  the  Committee  of  Claims 

reported  on  the  petition  of      .        .        .819 
their  report  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole    ......  1819 

Kerr,  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution  instructing  the 
Military  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency  of  amending,  relating  to   the 
serTice  of  militia   -        -        .        -      .  .    801 
the  resolution  adopted        ....    802 

Kilboum,  James,  of  Ohio,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat  .        -        -        -        •        -    803 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  re- 
lating to  the  Lake  seryice        -        -        -  1 142 

Killpatrick,  W.  T.,  deposition  o^  respecting  the 

enemy's  conduct  at  Havre  de  Grace        -  2302 

King,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared,   and 

took  his  seat 789 

King,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  remarks  of,  on  the 

bill  to  encourage  enlistmenU        931,  932,  933 


King,  Mr. — continued.  Page, 

on  introducing  sundry  resolutions  concern- 
ing the  coasting  trade  ....  930 
speech  of,  on  his  resolutions  -  .  1048, 1053 
on  extension  of  enlistments  ...  107 1 
remarks  of,  on  the  Nantucket  bill  -  .  1151 
speech  of,  introducing  certain  resolutions  .  1156 
remarks  of,  on  the  bUl  giving  an  increased 

bounty  on  prisoners       ....  18O6 
introductory  of  resolutions  concerning  our 

foreign  relations    .....  2020 
speech  (in  secret  session)  on  the  embargo  bill  2055 
King,  Adam,  in  behalf  of  certain  militia  of  Wash- 
ington, an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
o^  concurred  in      -        -        -        -        -1 143 
Knaggs,  Whitmore,  a  prisoner,  letter  from,  to  Col. 

Gardner 2194 

L. 

Labbadie,  Medard,  affidavit  o^  respecting  the  bat- 
tle at  the  river  Raisin     -        -        -        -  2318 

Labor-saving  Machinery  and  Cotton,  remarks  on 

the  subject  of 2600 

Lake  Erie.     (See  VesseU  captured  on.) 

account  of  the  capture  of  the  British  squad- 
ron on-------  2646 

Lake  Service,  Mr.  Kilbourn,  of  Ohio,  presented 

a  resolution  concerning  the    -        •        -  1142 
the  resolution  negatived    ....  1143 

Lattimore,  William,  Delegate  from  Mississippi 

Territory,  was  qualified,  dec  ...    782 
speech  of,  on  the  Yazoo  claims  -        -  1851, 1902 

Law,  Mr.,  speech  o^  introducing  a  resolution  con- 
cerning blue  lights  -        -        -        -  1 123 

Lawrence,  Captain  James,  Mr.  Lowndes  reported 
a  resolution  requesting  the  President  to 
present  to  the  nearest  male  relation  of,  a 
gold  medal,  dec. ;  read,  and  refened        -    845 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    649 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  authorising  a 
subscription  for  an  edition  of  the,  read 

^  twice -  1187 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1935 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1946 

Leather,  digest  of  the  manufactures  of      .        .  2586 

Le  Due,  Mary  Philip^  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice 844 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1 196 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1229 

Lee,  Rev.  Jesse,  election  of,  as  Chaplain  -        -    787 

Lefferts^  Mr.,  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  New  York,  praying  the  incor-  . 
poration  of  a  National  Bank ;  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means        -    844 

Library,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  to  appoint 
a  joint  committee  on  the,  was  read  and 
concurred  in  -        -        -        -        -        -    789 

Licenses  to  Distillers,  Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a 
resolution  to  instruct  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  substituting  a  duty  on  the 
quantity  of  spirits  distilled,  in  lieu  of  the 

duty  on 1058 

the  resolution  agreed  to     -        -        .        .  1051 

Licenses  to  Retailers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey, 
the  same  committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  Id  to  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  act  concerning  ....    791 

Mr.  Post  presented  the  petition  of  the  me- 
chanics and  manu&cturers  of  New  York, 
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2029 


IjiQ0nM8  to  Retailen — continued.  Page, 

ratpecting  the  oonttnietkm  put  upon  the 
act  laying  datiea  on,  which  wai  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana   -    844 

report  of  aaid  committee  thereon,  read,  and 
committed     - 874 

a  hill  to  amend  the  act  luring  duties  on,  read 
twice,  dec.     ......  S004 

read  a  diird  time,  and  passed     ...  2023 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2026 

which  were  concurred  in   .        .        .        .  2029 
Lieutenant  Genera],  Mr.  Murfree  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  instruct  the  MiKtary  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author* 
izing  the  President  to  appoint  one  - 
the  resolution  laid  on  the  table 
Lindsay,  George  W.,  (late  Clerk  of  the  House,) 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  an  order  pasaed 
to  pay  the  funeral  expenses  of 
Liquidation  of  Claims,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
authorizing  the,  in  certain  cases  therein 
mentioned,  by  Uie  Secretary  of  State 

read  three  times,  and  passed      ... 
Lloyd,  James,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  2016 

read  twice,  dec 2019 

read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 

Loan,  a  bill  to  authorize  a,  read         ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  statementa  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  presented,  which, 
together  with  the  bill,  were  referred 

reported  with  amendments         ... 

amendments  and  bill  recommitted 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time        ..... 

and  finally  passed  ..... 
Louisiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Com. 
mittee  on  Public  Lands  were  instnict«d 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law  for  the  speedy  and  final  con. 
firmation  of  all  grants  of  land  in  Missouri 
Territory  and  State  of   - 

a  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles, 
dec.,  read  twice,  and  referred  . 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 

amendments  read,  and  referred  ... 

agreement  reported,  and  concurred  in 

a  bill  concerning  confirmation  of  claims  to 

*    land  in,  read  twice         .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  tfine,  and  passed     ... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in 2029 

Lovett,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  ofiering  sundry  reso- 
lutions on  the  subject  of  retaliation 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  additional  re- 
giments of  rifiemen     *  - 
Lowndes,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  re-enlistments  in 
the  Army 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  expressing  the 
sense  of  Congress  of  the  merits  of  sundry 
naval  ofiScers         ..... 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlist- 
ments ....... 

on  the  resolutions  concerning  fhe  Loke  ser- 
vice        1142 

on  the  bill  to  purchase  certain  veaaels       •  1801 
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1836 
1863 
1986 
2002 
2004 

1881 
2008 
2009 
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791 
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Lowndes,  Mr.— continued.  h^ 

remarks  of,  on  floating  batteries         -       •  IM 
on  the  resolution  concerning  a  general  tariff  ISfi 

M. 

Maoon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  WrigM'a  reaolB- 

tions     .....        .    9n,m 

on  Mr.  Hanson's  reaolutioBa      -         -       -   W 
on  the  resolution  ooneenung  the  tuastiug 
trade     .......  itfS 

on  the  right  of  expatriation        ...  tw 
introduddg  his  resolution  to  fix  the  thae  of 
adjournment ....         .       .  jlM 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  print  the  Mary. 
land  memorial        .....  vm 

on  the  loan  bill        -        -        -         -       .  ITU 

Magruder,  Patrick,  the  severe  indiapoailioii  o( 
being  stated  by  the  Speaker,  the  Assisl- 
ant  Clerk  was  directed  to  act  -         -       •   TS! 
Magruder,  George,  choaen  Clerk />fo  tern  - 
Malcolm,  Henry,  a  bill  fi>r  relief  of,  r^id  twice  -  I 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  186( 
Manner  in  which  the  war  has  been  oondueted, 
papers  relating  to  the     .... 

Mansfield,  Richard,  deposition  o^  respediiig  the 

conduct  of  the  enemy  at  Havre  de  Ones 

Maple  Sugar,  manufacture  of  •        .        -       .  HI? 

Maps,  Plats,  dice.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  RoheitHB, 

the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Lad 

Office  was  required  to  procure,  for  the  nse 

of  the  Committee  on  PnUie  Laikdb,  sack 

as  may  aid  said  committee  in  their  dntisi  2M 

Marine  Corps,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  augmsst 

the mi 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  \985 
reported  wiUiout    amendmcvt,  an^   com- 
mitted   ifw 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  MIS 

read  a  Uiird  time,  and  pMsed     ...  2119 
Marine  and  Fire  Insnranoe  Company,  in  Alex- 
andria, a  bill  to  incorporate  a,  twice  read  IfW 
Mariners,  documents  showing  the  detention  o^ 

as  prisoners  of  war        ....  SM 

Marshals,  Clerks,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  ts 

lessen  the  compensation  to     -        .       .  SOU 
read  twice^  and  committed  ....  M0 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    .....  9iS7 

Maryland,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  majority  of  the  House  of 
Delegates  of,  remonstrating  against  the 
war,  dec.,  read        .....  U0i 

laid  on  the  table        .        -        -        .       .  ISDS 
a  motion  to  print  the  memorial  negatived  -  Itt 
Maryland  and  €reorgia,  a  bill  to  revive  and  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  certain  ads  of  die  Statas 
of,  read  twice        >        -        .        .       .  19IS 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ....  SOIS 

a  bill  from  tiie  Senate  to  the  same  ellect    -  H0 
twice  read        ....        .       .  10I 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  S010 

read  a  third  time,  and  PMsed     ...  901S 

Mason,  Johb,  Commissary  ueneral  of  Piissmn, 

correspondence  of,  with  sundry  ^rHT"h*'* 

and  others,  in  relation  to  the  treatment  of 

prisoners  of  war    -        .         -        .       .  Silt 

Maasa,  the  Duke  of,  copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  tiv 

President  of  the  Council  of  Priaea       -  ^ 
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ladraaetts,  on  motion   of  Mr.  Ward,  the 

Committoe   on  the  Judiciary  w«m  in* 

stixictod  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

increasing  the  salary  of  the  district  judge 

of  the  district  of 1863 

an  adverse  report  from  said  committee,  con- 
curred in       •        *        -        -        -        -  1898 
lacre  and  burning  of  American  prisoners 

dec,  documents  showing  the  -        -        -  3308 
iation  of  Russia,  documents  transmitted  by 

the  President  in  relation  to  the  offered    -  2087 
lage,  reference  of  the  several  subjects  of  the 

annual •        -    785 

a  confidential,  from  the  President       -        -    787 
a  copy  of  the  same    ....       -  2031 
sengers  and  servants  of  the  House,  a  resolu- 
tion for  compensating  the,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Accounts   ...  2024 
report  of  said  committee,  fixing  the  com- 
pensation of,  concurred  in      -        -        -  2020 
ligan  Territory,  a  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent, recommending  pronnon  for  relief  to 

the  inhabitants  of 1695 

tlury  Affiurs,  appointment  of  a  committee  on    785 
tary  Establishment,  a  bill  for  support  of  the 
read  twice      ......  1586 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1800 

read  a  third  time       .....  1808 

finally  passed 1830 

returned  fi«m  the  Senate  with  amendments  1866 
which  were  agreed  to        -        -  -  1869 

^a,  appointment  of  a  committee  to  revise  the 

laws 786 

a  bill  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to,  read 

twice 1928 

read  a  tiiird  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  1931 
a  resolution  respecting  provision  for  paying 

the  expenses  of      ....        -    797 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  «zp«diency  of 
limiting  the  service  of,  to  three  months   •    801 
said  committee  discharged,  and  the  inquiiy 
referred  to  the  committee  for  revision  of 
the  laws  relating  to        -        -        -        -    845 
report  of  said  committee    ....    936 
ordered  that  the  same  committee  inquire  in- 
to the  expediency  of  making  provision  for 
paying  a  detachment  of  the  Tennessee   -    816 
a  resolution  submitted  on  thesubjectof  pay- 
ing the  980 

a  report  on  this  subject      ....  1432 
a  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the, 

twice  read,  dec 1334 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for 

calling  forth  the,  dec,  twice  read    -        -  1432 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1928 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1931 
returned  from    the    Senate   with   amend- 
ments     2022 

amendments  concurred  in         -        -        -  2025 
Her,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  remarks  of,  respecting 

the  failure  of  our  northern  armies    -        -    810 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlist- 
ments     955 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Robertson   -        •    986 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  additional  regi- 
ments of  riflemen  .....  1165 
blisters  and  their  Secretaries,  list  of,  appointed 

in  the  recess  of  the  Senate     ...  2665 


Mint,  the  President  transmitted  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Director  of  the  ...  855 
the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
with  sundry  documents  concerning  the  -  2005 
Mississippi  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ormsby, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  to  quiet  and  adjust  titles 

to  lands  in     - 1433 

a  bill  fit>m  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  in- 
demnification   of  certain    claimants    to 
lands  in         ......  1697 

ordered  to  He  on  the  table  ....  1771 

read  a  first  time 1836 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  1856 
report  of  the  committee,  committed  to  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        -  1873 
reported   with  amendments,    which    were 

agreed  to 1890 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1922 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1925 
a  bill  extending  relief  to  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands  in,  tvrice  rei^  ....  1804 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2003 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  2005 
a  bill  for  granting  claims  to  land  in,  twice 

read 1881 

indefinitely  postponed        ....  2008 
Missouri  Territory,  a  bill  for  appointment  of  a 

district  judge  in,  twice  read,  d^c    -        -    805 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 814 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -    815 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments    980 
read  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  1047 
agreement  reported  with  an  amendment    -  1137 
Mr.  Hempstead  presented   sundry  resolu- 
tions respecting  land  titles  in,  referred    -  1587 
a  bill  permitting  certain  lacations  to  be  made, 
and  granting  certain  donations  of  land  in, 
d^c,  read  twice      .....  1659 

Mitchell,  Richard,  a  bill.fbr  relief  of,  read  twice    873 
a  third  reading  negatived  ....  2016 

Money  paid  into  the  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  directing  the  dis- 
position of     -----        -  1961 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1985 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 2626 

Monroe,  James,  letters  from,  to  Messrs.  Barlow 

and  Russell 2081 

reply  of,  to  Uie  letter  from  Lord  Castlereagh  2085 
correspondence  of,  with  the  Russian  Pleni- 
potentiary      2069 

Montgomery,  Mr.,  of  Kentucky,  on  motion  of, 
the  Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
compensation  to  volunteers  and  militia  -    792 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ....  1436 
Moore,  Roxana,  deposition  of,  respecting  the  con- 
duct of  the  enemy  at  Havre  de  Grace     •  2306 
Moravians,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  a  petition  of 

the  society  of,  referred    ....  1577 
Moseley,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  resolution  ccm- 

CCTuing  blue  lights         ....  1126 
Murfree,  Mr.,  speech  ol^  on  hb  resolution  to  au- 
thorise the  app(nntment  of  a  Lieutenant 
Qenend 856 


luxvii 


INDEX. 

Aiite  ProeeedingB  and  Debaie$. 


Marfree,  Mr.— continued  Page, 

remarks  of,  on  the  reaolntion  reapeeting  the 

coaatiog  trade        .....  1051 
speech  o^  on  the  bill  to  raise  additional  ri- 
flemen   1168 

remarks  oi^  on  the  Yazoo  Claims        -        -  1864 
Myers,  Captain,  statement  of  the  interview  o^ 
with  Admiral  Warren  and  Sir  Sidney 

Beckwith 3333 

McCall,  Archibald,  a  bill  for  relief  o(  read  twice  19S8 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    ^    -        -        •  8010 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  2016 
McCaoiey,  Daniel,  and  Samuel  Rabton,  a  bill  for 

relief  of,  twice  read         ....  1190 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1803 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1803 

returned  from  Senate  with  an  amendment  1034 

*   which  was  concurred  in     -        -        -        -  1936 

McClintock,  Midshipman  H.  M.,  extract  of  *a  let- 
ter from,  to  tbe  Secretary  of  the  NaTy      -  2301 
McClure,  Brigadier  General,  corre^ipondence  of, 

with  the  Secretary  of  War      -        -        -  2409 
McDonell  John,  deposition  of,  respecting  the  pur- 
chase of  prisoners  .....  2311 

McKee,  Mr.,  made  a  favorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Daniel  Boone      ....    806 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  attaching  certain 
lands  to  the  Canton  District  -        -        -  1244 
McKeehan,  Dr.  Samuel,  letten  from,  showing 

his  treatment,  as  bearer  of  a  flag  of  truce  2260 
McKenney,  Augustus,  and  Laxel  Bancroft,  a  bill 

for  relief  o^  twice  read  ....  1862 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        •  2006 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2008 
McKim,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  remarks  of,  on  the  res- 
olution concerning  the  coasting  trade  1061, 1062 
remarks  of,  on  the  Maryland  memorial  1211, 1220 
on  his  resolution  concerning  internal  re- 
sources -------  1433 

on  the  Moravian  petition   <-        -        -      .  -  1678 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  cer- 
tain vessels 1801 

on  floating  batteries  -  -  -  -  -  1802 
on  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes  -  -  1960 
on  a  general  tariff     .....  i960 

on  Uie  embargo 1976 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  em- 
bargo     -  -        -.      .  1987,  1990 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exports 
ation  of  gold  and  silver  coins,  dtc  -        -  2012 
McLean,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  remarks  of,  oh  the  call 

for  the  Turreau  letter     ....    902 

speech  of,  on  the  extension  of  enlistments  1034 

McLeay,  Alexander,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr. 

Beasley 

Nantucket,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the 
President  to  grant  certain  permissions  to 
the  inhabitants  of  ... 

read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  .        .        .        .        - 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
National  Bank,  a  petition  from  New  York,  pray- 
ing the  incorporation  of  a,  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the   Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means 844 

report  of  said  committee  referred  to  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        -    873 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  dischaiged,  and  a  rea* 
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National  Bank — continued.  }^ 

olution  was  adopted  instnidini  the  Cmi> 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Meant  to  inqnin  into 
the  expediency  of  establiahiog  a,  is  tk 
District  of  Columbia     -       -      •     •  US 
Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  petition  froin  dti* 
zens  of  Philadelphia,  pra jiog  the  ertaUkb* 
ment  q(,  referred  to  the  same  eommittca  •  IW 
a  bill  to  incorporate  a,  twice  read,  Ac     •  ISH 
Mr.  Grundy  submitted  a  resolatioD  kg  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  consder 
and  report  on  the  expediency  of  a  -     -INS 
the  resolution  adopted,  and  a  oommittM 

appointed M 

the  oommittee  diacharged  from  the  fiMher 

conaideration  of  tbe  aabject    -      -     • 

the  subject  indefinitely  poetponed     •     • 

Naturalization,  documents  transmitted  hj  the 

President  touching  the  lobject  of  •     • 

Naval  Aflairs,  appointment  of  a  Comoittae  oa  • 

Naval  Establishment,  Mr.  Reed,  of  MaaL,nhDit> 

ted  a  resolution  for  the  appointmeat  oft 

committee  to  inquire  into  the  ecoooBiy 

ofthe W» 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  -^^^ 

resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committM  tf- 

pointed  - ^^ 

said  committee  authoriied  to  act  in  the  mm  MS 
Navigation  and  Commerce,  aaabtanoe  of  dub- 

&ctures  to w 

Navy,  a  bill  for  the  support  of  the,  read  twice  • !» 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  *  '  '  ^!! 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  •  .  -m 
a  bill  concerning  the  pay  of  o£ken,  Ae^  i" 

the,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passid   •     .    «.  •«< 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  ameodamti  vm 

which  were  concurred  in  -      •     *     " 

Navy  Pension  Fund,  (he  Speaker  Ud  belonae 

House  a  letter  from  the  Seoetaiya  thi 

Navy,  with  the  annual  rqwrtof  theCe^ 

missioners  of  the   -       -  '     ' 

Nelson,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remarke  of,  <«  t^  ™ .«, 

claims    ...       -      l876Jw*>» 
New  Orleans  NavigaUon  Company,  a  bUl|nn»- 

ing  a  lot  of  ground  to  the,  read  twice   •  jj 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -      -     ' 
Newport,  Rhode  laland,  Mr.  Potter  pieeaiiledi 

petition  of  the  distillen  in,  referred      •  ^^ 
Newspapers,  the  usual  order  for  sDppIjinf.to  tbe  ^ 

members        -        -       -      •      •     ' 
Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  NatioDal  Bud^-  »j» 

remarks  of,  on  the  aubject  of  a  genenl  tutf  jj 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo      •     ' 
New  York,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Irving,  the  Jodw* 
aiy  Committee  were  instructed  to  inqnj* 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  «•  ^ 
better  orgamxation  ofthe  district  court  m  j^ 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice    -      •       jjj, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       -      '     ,0 
read  a  third  time,  and  paseed    ;      ' 
a  bUl  from  the  Senate  »«»1»«'?^»     ,^  itf 
change  of  a  lot  of  ground  in,  for  other  lu"  ^^ 

read  three  times,  and  passed     -      " 
New  York  Hospital,  a  report  on  th«  petj*  " 
the  Governors  of  the,  was  refcnefl  "   ^ 
Committee  of  the  Whole 
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the  committee  discharged  from  the  farther 
considemtion  thereof      ....  20S3 

gara  Frontier,  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  New  York, 
aabmitted  .a  reiolation  reepecting  loaMS 
sastained  on  the 1141 

i-importation  laws,  a  bill  for  the  more  effect- 
ual enforcing  of  the,  read  twice      •        -    816 

th  Carolina,  M¥.  King  presented  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  praying  aid  in 
opening  an  inland  navigation  ;  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole      •        -    813 
(See  Inland  NamgaHon.) 

thwestern  Frontier,  *Mr.  Kilboum  snbmitted 
a  resolution  for  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  proyidtng  for  the  more 
efiectual  protection  of  the,  &c        -        -    849 

which,  being  amended  so  as  to  refer  it  to  the 
Military  Committee,  was  agreed  to  •        -    860 

a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  defence  of  the, 
read  twiee,  and  committed      ...  1767 

reported,  and  the  House  refused  to  consider 
the  report 2008 

the  bill  again  called  up,  with  the  same  result  2016 
tea  of  Banks,  Bankers,  dec,  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  laying  duties  on,  dice.,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....    816 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed 1344 

O. 

Uey,  Thomas  J.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat-       ......    783 

remarks  ot,  on  Mr.  Hanson's  second  resolu- 
tion        897 

on  the  rsaoltttion  asserting  the  right  of  expa- 
triation   1096, 1006 

speech  of,  on  the  Yazoo  claims    1853,  1890^  1918 
remarks  of,  on  the  National  Bank      •        -  1946 
lo,*Mr.  Beall  submitted  a  resolution  reapacttng 
claims  of  citizens  of,  for  articles  impressed 
and  supplies  furnished  to  detachments  of 

militia 927 

consideration  negatived      ....    928 
resolution  amended,  and  agreed  to     -        -    936 
eans  Territory  and  Louisiana,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Robertson,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  revising  the  act  for  adjust- 
ing claims  to  land  in      -        -        -        -  1234 
eans  Navigation  Company,  a  bill  granting  a 

lot  of  ground  to  the,  read  twice,  dec        -    873 
to,  Zenon,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  1914 
trages  at  Hampton,  in  Virginia,  papers  detail- 
ing the  2830 

^en,  Thomas,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of,  concurred  in 1929 

P. 

Se,  Joel  W^  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  dec  1186 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  -  1863 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1864 

rtial  Appropriations,  a  bill  making  certain, 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  823 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  846 
read  a  third  time,  and  discussed        -        -    860 

finally  passed 851 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments    866 
which  were  concurred  in    -       •       -       •    872 


Page- 
Patent  Rights,  Mr.  Nebon  presented  a  memorial 

against  the  extension  of       -        -        -  1696 
papers  in  relation  to  the,  of  Oliver  Evans   •  2666 
Patriota,  Brig,  a  bill  for  relieif  of  the  owners  of 

the,  twice  read 1266 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1863 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1664 
Patton,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

committed      ......  1577 

Paymaster  General,  a  bill  to  augment  the  com- 
pensation of,  twice  read,  dec        -        -    986 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor,  dec.  2006 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  2007 

reported  without  amendment     ...  2009 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2024 
Pearl  and  Chefuncty  Rivers,  Mr.  Grundy  pre- 
sented a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
Tennessee,  respecting  a  road  from  a  point 
between  the  months  of  -        •        -        •  1228 
Pearson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  encourage 

enlistments 929 

on  the  motion  respecting  the  Tnireau  letter  1130 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ....  1447 
Penington,  Cordelia,  deposition  of,  respecting 

the  burning  of  Frenchtown    ...  2287 
Penitentiary,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a, 

in  the  District  of  Columbia,  read  twice    -  1 199 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  1967 
Pennsylvania,  the  President  transmitted  sundry 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of      -  1433, 1902 
volunteers,  return  of,  who  agreed  to  cross 

into  Canada 2499 

Pensions  to  persons  on  board  of  private  armed 
vessels,  a  bill  further  to  amend  the  act 
regulating,  read  twice    .        .        -        •    889 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1244 

read  a  third  time,  and  piwsed      ...  1261 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  Mr.  Archer, 
proposed,  as  an  amendment  to  the  stand- 
mg  rules,  the  appointment  of  a  standing 
committee  on         .        .        .        ...    706 

amended  and  agreed  to      -        -        -        -    803 

appointment  of  the  committee  on        -        •    804 
Perry,  Captain  Oliver  H.,  a  resolution  from  the 
Senate  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress 
of  the  gallant  conduct  o^  d^c,  twice  read, 
and  referred  .......    818 

reported  without  amendment      ...     823 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    848 
Physidans  uf  New  York,  Mr.  Miller  presented  a 
memorial  of  sundry,  respecting  the  con- 
struction of  the  act  laying  duties  on  li- 
censes to  retailers,  refened      ...  1901 
Piatt,  WUliam,  a  bUl  for  relief  of,  twice  read      -  1066 
^^d  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1244 
Pickens,  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution  to  amend 

the  Constitution 797 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....    828 
on  the  Yazoo  claims  ....  1928 

Pickering,  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 783 

remarks  of,  on  the  depredations  committed 

by  soldiers 814 

on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments  -  -  936 
on  the  bill  to  raise  additional  riflemen  -  1184 
on  the  bill  providing  for  return  of  vessels  1269 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -  -  -  -  1697 
Pillage  and  destruction  of  private  property,  on  the 

Chesapeake,  by  the  enemy     ...  2266 
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Pitchlyn,  John,  an  advene  report  on  the  petition 
o^  disagreed  to,  and  the  Committee  of 
Clainu  ordered  to  report  a  bill  in  his  favor  2019 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read       ...  2036 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2027 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  2030 
Pitkin,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
costs,  fees,  dec,  in  the  courts  of  the  United 

Sutes 801 

remarks  of,  on  the  partial  appropriation  bill  850 
on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments  -  *  929 
on  the  resolution  concerning  the  coasting 

trade 1050, 1053 

on  the  Nantucket  bill         -        -        -        -1121 
on  printing  the  Maryland  memorial   -        -  1210 
on   the  resolution  concerning  Army  con- 
tractors   1232 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  «  -  -  1283 
remarks  o^  on  the  Yazoo  claims  ...  1854 
on  the  National  Bank  ....  1955 
on  a  general  tariff  .....  1959 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  gold 

and  silver  coin,  dtc.        ....  8017 
speech  of^  on  the  bill  to  lay  an  embargo     -  2042 
Pleasants,  James,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 789 

Porter,  David,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  1923 
twice  read,  and  committed  ...  1926 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    .....  2010 

Porter,  Col.,  letter  from  the  SecreUry  of  War  to  2464 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Webster  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of;  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means    ......  1150 

another  petition  of  the  same  charaoter,  al«o 

referred 1922 

a  bill  concerning  transportation  to  and  from 

Tkomastown,  read  twice        ...  1926 
indefinitely  poslqponed        ....  2009 

Post,  Jotham,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat         ......    79$ 

remarks  of,  on  the  reaolntion  of  inquiry  into 

the  economy  of  the  Naval  Establishment  1011 
on  the  bill  providing  for  the  return  of  ves- 
sels, dec 1265 

on  the  bill  to  authorise  floating  batteries     •  1802 
on  the  bill  giving  increased  bounty  on  pris- 
oners   -        - 1804 

on  the  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress 1959 

on  the  bill  laying  an  embargo    ...  1991 
Postmasters,  a  bill  providing  for  the  appointment 

of,  read  twice        .        -        .        .       ^.    889 
Post  Ofiices  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  Committee  on  ....    784 
Post  Office  Establishment,  Mr.  Ingersoll  ofiered 

a  resolution  concerning  the    ...  1245 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ....  1247 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  regulating 
the,  read  twice       .....  1837 
Post  Office  Patronage,  Mr.  Ingersoll  submitted  a 

resolution  touching        -        -     *  -        -    866 
after  several  motions,  it  was  referred  to  a 

select  committee    .....    866 
the  said  committee  were  discharged    -        -  2025 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 

read  twice,  and  committed      ...  1659 


Poet  Roadft-^continoed.  K|^ 

reported  with  amendmenta  -        -      •  IK 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       •  IM 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -  -  M 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amwidiiisntii 

and  agreed  to         -        -      '  -        -       - 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  alter  and  estsbU 

certain  .        -        -        -         ... 

Potter,  Elisha  R.,  of  Rhode  Island^mppeaied,  and 

took  his  seat  -        -         -        •       •  79 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  ooooemingthe 

coasting  trade        -        -         -        -       -  1(8 
speech  of,  on  the  extension  of  cnlisfmenti  -  IM 
on  the  bill  providing  for  the  return  of  ves- 
sels, ^bc       m 

remarks  of,  on  the  National  Bank  -  IMS 

on  the  embargo  bill  •        -         -        -       -  19K 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  gdd 
and  silver  coin,  dec.        -         -        -       -  913 
Pre-emption,  a  bill  giving  the  right  of,  read  twice, 

dtc. 157T 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  from  so- 
dry  inhabitants  of  Indiana  Teiritoiy,pfsy- 
ing  rights  o(  referred     •         -        -       -  101 
President  of  the  United  States,  appointment  of  a 

joint  committee  to  wait  on  the       -       -   783 

report  of  said  committee,  vrith  infonnalMi 
of  a  Message,  Ac  -        -         •        .       .  TV 
President's  House,  a  hill  from  the  Senate  ior  n- 
pairing  the,  read  twice   -        ... 

bill  lost  for  want  of  a  quorum     ... 
Preeque  Isle,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Con- 
mittee  on  Naval  Affiiirs  were  instmcted 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  piori^ 
ing  for  deepening  the  channel  iatf  the 
harbor  of       -        -        -       -       --7W 

Prevost,  Sir  George,  letters  frem,  to  ^e  Britidi 

Commissary  ef  Prisoners        ...  SII} 

correspondenoe  of,  vritb  <7eaeral  IftUinson  tUi 
Printing  of  Documents^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Piek- 

ering,  a  particular  mode  of,  vms  prsscribcd  791 

a  joint  resolution  fix>m  the  Senate  respecting  1913 

read,  and  agreed  to,  vrith  an  amendment   -  1IS3 
Prisoners,  brought  into  port  by  private  aimed 

vessels.    (See  Bounty  to  omterf,  &c.) 
Prisoners  of  War,  sent  to  Great  Britain  fer  tnil, 
documents  relating  to     -        -        • 

a  list  of    - 

documents  showing  the  bad  treatment  of 

a  table  of  allowance  of  proviaions  to  j- 

detention  of,  on  the  plea  of  being 
subjects         .... 

a  return  of,  tomahawked  by  the  Indians,  at 
the  battle  of  Frenchtown 
Privilege  of  Members,  Mr.  King,  of  Maasacho 
setts,  submitted  three  resolutions  oonceni- 
ing  the  ..... 

which  the  House  refused  to  consider  - 
Property  captured  or  destroyed,  ACf  a  hill  aii< 
thorizing  payment  for,  read  twice,  dec 

reported  without  amendment,  and 
mitted  ..... 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -        -        .       .  9tf 

taken  up,  and  amended     - 

laid  over  by  general  consent      -  -  S>0 

Property  Impressed,  dec,  the  Committee  of  ClaiBf 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  full  value  to  the  om- 
ersof-        •        -        .        ...Kf 

a  bill  to  provide  forpaying  for»rMd  tirice '  !<* 
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ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    ^  -  1933 

read  a  third  ^ime,  and  paased     -        -        •  1934 
Public  Acta,  Records,  d^c,  a  bill  to  prescribe  the 

mode  of  authenticating,  read  twice,  dtc.,  1228 

the  committee  diachaiged  ....  2022 
PaUic  Debt,  reviaed  statement  of     .        -        -  2651 
Fablic  ExpenditQres,  Mr.  Eppes  submitted  a  res- 
olution for  appointing  an  additional  stand- 
ing committee  on  -        -        -        -        -  1628 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed      -  1695 
Public  Joumsls,  Mr.  Pickering  submitted  a  res- 
olution concerning  the ;  read  twice        -    788 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    789' 

•n  motion  of  the  same,  a  committee  waa 
appointed  respecting  the  printing  of  the  -    791 

a  resolution  from  the  8«nate  to  furniih  copies 
of  the,  to  the  judges,  dec.        ...  1433 

twice  read,  and  conmiitted         ...  I435 

vaportedwith  amendaenta,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading         .....  1767 
Public  Laads,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on 784 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  Uie  Committee 
on,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  reducing  the  price  of    -        -    786 

on  motion  of  the  same,  they  were  also  in- 
strueted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency'  of 
giving  further  time  to  purchasers  for  mak. 
ing  payments  on    .        -        -        .        .    786 

the  same  Committee  were  also  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  for  the  sale  of  certain  sections  of    803 

a  bill  for  relief  of  persons  who  have  made 
wrong  entries,  dtc.,  twice  read,  d^c  -  1773 
Poblie  Btores,  the  Committee  of  Claims  were  in- 
sflPueted  io  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  for  buildings  occupied  as,  dbc  -  791 
Porcliaaers  of  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lattimore,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  further  time  to  certain, 
to  complete  their  payments    ...    789 

a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof,  read  twice        -    818 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1 187 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1235 

Q. 

Quarter  Sections,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

subdividing  the 786 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  subdivision  of,  twice 

read       .        - 1804 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2008 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2006 
Quorum,  an  interchange  of  messages  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a 782 

R. 

Riingers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  contin- 
uing in  force  the  several  acts  authorizing 

the  raising  of 980 

a  bill  making  provision  for  two  companies 

o^  twice  read         .....  1195 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  1946 
a  bill  to  continue  in  ibrce  the  act  to  raise  ten 
additional  companies  of,  read  twice,  and 
committed 1334 


Rangers— continued.  Page. 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 1370 

Random  of  American  prisoners  firom  Indians  in 

the  British  service         ....  2285 

Ransoming  of  Vessels,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the,  dec., 

read  twice,  dec.      .....    816 

-     reported,  and  discussed      -        -        -        -  1135 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .1189 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1144 
a  motion  of  Mr.  Oakley,  on,  negatived    •  2052 
Rea,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 789 

Reed,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  remarks  of,  on  his 
resolution  to  inquire  into  the  economy  of 
the  Naval  Establishment        -        .  1010, 1011 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  certain  per- 

minions  to  the  people  of  Nantucket        -1117 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase or  building  of  certain  vessels        -  1801 
speech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  >  •  1979 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  &e  ex- 
portation of  gold  and  silver  coins,  dec      -2012 
Reed,  George  C,  letter  from,  to  Captain  Charles 

Morris 2300 

Re-enlistment  of  Soldiers,  a  resolution  introduced 
by  Mr.  Lowndes  waa  adopted,  respecting 
additional  encouragement  for  -        -        -    791 
RemisBion  of  Penalties,  dec.,  papers  in  relation  to 

the,  communicated  to  the  Houae     -        -  2552 
Removal  of  causes  in  certain  cases,  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the,  read  twice        ...  2025 
Renguenet,  Bartholomew,  Mr.  IngersoU  present- 
ed the  petition  of^  referred      -        -        -    812 
Representatives'  Chamber,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wright,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  raising  the 
•  floor  of,  and  completing  the    -        -        -  2008 
'    a  ball  to  that  elieet  reported,  and  twice  read  2015 
Resources  of  tho-United  States,  Mr.  McKim  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Ways  and  Means 1586 

Retaliation,  appointment  of  a  committee  on  so 

much  of  the  Message  as  relatea  to  -        -    786 
Mr.  Lovett  oflbred  aundiy  resolutions  con* 
ceming  ......    802 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole        -    813 
Return  of  Vessels  to  their  own  districts^  a  bill  to 

provide  for  the,  twice  read      ...  1228 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  «...  1255 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1269 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1589 
read,  and  referred      .....  1627 

the  amendments  concurred  in     -        -        -  1694 
Revenue,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to,  * 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means    ......    785 

Revenue  Cutters,  Mr.  Wood  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion concerning,  which,  after  being  modi- 
fied, was  agreed  to        -        -        -        -  1628 

a  bill  granting  pensions  to  officers  of,  read 

twice 1865 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2008 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2009 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2024 
amendment  concurred  in   -        -        -        -  2026 
Revenue  Laws,  Mr.  McKim  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  manufacturers  in  Baltimore, 
praying  a  revision  of  the         .        .        .  2006 
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referred  to  the  Committee  of  Wayi  and 

Means -  2007 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Fiak,  of  Vermont,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  judicial  sys- 
tem so  far  as  concerns  the  execution  of 
the 2030 

Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment 

of  the  standing  Committee  on        -        -    784 

Reynoldsburg,  Tennessee,  Mr.  Rhea  presented 
a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, respecting  a  road  from,  referred  1233 

Rhea,  Mr.,  of  Tennessee,  on  motion  of,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  members  to  frank 
certain  documents  ....  786 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  con- 
cerning the  French  decrees  -  .  -  826 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlist- 
ments    929 


1011 
1061 
1096 
1127 


1146 

1260 
1848 

2008 

2209 

872 
1116 


2008 


on  the  Naval  Establishment      ... 

on  the  coasting  trade         .... 

on  the  right  of  expatriation        ... 

on  the  blue  lights      ..... 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  additional 
riflemen         ...... 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  same 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ... 

Rice,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  three 
times,  and  passed  .        .        .        .        - 
Richards,  Stephen,  a  prisoner,  letter  from  to  Col. 
Gardner        .-.-.- 
Richardson,  William  M«,  of  Massachusetts,  ap- 
peared and  took  his  seat         ... 

remarks  of,  on  the  Nantucket  bill 

Rider  to  a  Bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  an 

additional  standing  rule  was  adopted,  that 

no  amendment  be  received,  by  way  of^  on 

its  third  reading     ..... 

RUgely,  Henry  M.,  of  Delaware,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 808 

remarks  of,  on  the  Yazoo  claims         -        -  1876 
Riflemen,  a  bill  to  raiM  three  additional  regi- 
ments of,  read  twice       -        -        -        -    872 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1191 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment      1266 

amendment  concurred  in  -        •        -        •  1264 
Right  of  Expatriation,  Mr.  Robertson  submitted 
a  resolution  on  the  subject  of         -        • 

laid  on  the  table        ..... 
Robert,  Joseph,  deposition  of,  relative  to  the 
massacre  and  burning  of  American  pris- 
oners   ..---•- 
Roberts,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  speech  of,  on  Mr. 
Hanson's  second  resolution    - 

remarks  of,  on  his  own  adoption  of  Mr.  H.'s 
original  resolution  .... 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Post  .... 

on  Mr.  Webster's  proposed  amendment  to 
his  resolution         .        -        .        .        - 

on  Mr.  Hanson's  proposed  amendment  to 
his  resolution         .        .        .        .        - 

on  Mr.  Gaston's  resolution  concerning  the 
Canadas 

on    his    resolution    concerning    Tnrreau*s 
letter 1129 
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Roberts,  Mr. — continued.  h^ 

on  the  Moravian  petition  -         -         -       -  181 
resignation  of  -        -        -        .-         -       - 
Roberts,  Zachariah,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Archer  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  diacfaaiged 
from  consideration  of  the  petition  of     - 
Robertson,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  bill  to  amend 
the  seventh  section  of  the  act  to  lay  and 
collect  a  direct  tax  -         -       -   SA 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  ezteading  the 

time  of  enlistments        -         -        -       -    911 
speech  of,  introdaotorj  of  a  resolation  on 

the  right  of  expatriation  1094, 1095, 1« 

remarks  of,  on  the  Maryland  memorial      -  ISlS 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  bill  to 

raise  riflemen         ...  1267,  IM 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -  -  IM 

remarks  oiy  on  the  Yaaoo  claims        -       -  1917 
on  the  National  Bank        -         -        -       -  IIB 
Robertson,  Toilus,  deposition  of,  respecting  the 
conduct  of  the  enemy    .... 
Rules  and  Articles  of  War,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiin 
were  instructed  to  revise  so  much  of  the^ 
as  relates  to  the  pnniahment  of  aftnees 
therein  mentioned  -         •        .       -  IttI 

resolution  adopted     -        -        -        .       .  ittl 
Rules  of  the  House,  Mr.  King,  of  Maasadnisettiy 

submitted  a  resolution  to  add  to  the       -  11^ 
laid  on  the  table        .....  IISY 
Russell,  Seth  d^  Sons,  a  ImU  lor  relief  o^  imk 

twice 1« 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1816 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .       -  2Mi 
Russell,  Jonathan,  eorreqpondenoe  e^  wiA  Mr. 

Barlow,  and  others         ...        -  HW 
Russian  Mediation,  on  motion  of  iCf«\>aftoia, 
the  President  was  requested  to  lay  bsfcie 
the  House  such  doeumentg  mm  he  may 
deem  proper  la  be  ecwntnimicated,  respect- 
ing the  -  -        -        .       -   III 
a  message  transmitting  the  papers  aiked  fu  1N7 
a  copy  of  said  papers         ....  MT 

8. 

Sales  at  Auction,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  tfas 

expediency  of  amending   the  act  Isying 

duties  on-        -        -        -        .-BH 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  laying  duties  on, 

twice  read     -.--..  iM 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -       •lit' 
Salt,  manufactures  of       -        -         -        -       -  901  I 
Sands,  Joshua,  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New   York,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred  -        -  V 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      -        -       -  lUl 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .        .       -  Itfl* 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        •  W 
Saratoga,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  certain  pioosed- 
ings  in  the  several  towns  of,  reoenBend- 
ing  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war    •  i^ 
Satterwhite,  Edwin  T.,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  resd 

twiee 1« 

read  a  third  time^  and  passed     -        -       -1^1 
returned  firom    the    Senate  with  amend- 
ments ....        .        .-19> 

amendments  read,  and  oonenrred  in   -       -  1^ 

Savage,  W.  H.,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  read  twice  •  1^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .       .  110 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  -1^ 
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Scott,  W.  H.,  a  priaonat,  a  letter  from  to  Colo- 

nel  Gardoer  -        - .      -        -        •        -  2208 
8ea  Feociblea,  a  bill  to  ameod  the  act  to  author- 
ize a  corpe  of, -read  twice        ...  1143 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  1935 
Mr.  Wright  aabmitted  a  reaolution  to  con- 
nect the,  with  the  flotilla        ...  1992 
(Bean,  William,  atatement  of^  in  relation  to  the 
pillage  and  deatraction  of  private  prop- 
erty by  the  enemy  ....  2286 
Secret  Proceedings.    Seejonmalof-        .        -2031 
Beeoomb  and  Williams,  Mr.  Pickering  present- 
ed the  petition  o^  referred      -       ■•        .812 
Senators  and  Representetivea,  a  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  uniform  mode  of  electing,  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 

of  the  Whole 849 

SoTier,  John,  of  Tennessee,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 783 

Seybert,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of 
collecting  and  praaerving  flags,  dbc,  taken 
from  the  enemy     -        •        .        •        .    796 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 

Naval  Estoblishment     ....  lOlO 

on  his  resolution  concerning  copper  coins  •  1869 

on  a  National  Bank  .....  i860 

on  a  general  teriff     .....  1959 

fibannon,  George,  a  bill  to  renew  a  land  warrant 

toy  read  twice         -        .        -        •        .1 196 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1935 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1946 
*   i«tomed  from  the  Senate  with  amendment, 

and  concurred  in   -        -        .        •        .  2030 
4Sarp,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  introducing  sundry 
resdlutl»Bs  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of 
Governor  Chittenden,  of  Vermont  -        -    869 

on  Mr  HanaeaVeeeond  reaolution    -        -    898 
on  the  Yasoo  claims  ....  1917 

Siawneetown,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  opening  of 
a  rood  from,  to  Kaskaskia,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....    945 

a  bill  concerning,  read  twice      ...  1767 

Mad  a  third  time,  and  paased     ...  1771 
Shefiey,  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 787 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  term  of 
enlislmente   ......    986 

on  the  Nantucket  bill        -        .        .        .1122 

on  the  resolutions  touching  army  contract- 
ors         1233 

on  the  Senate  amendmentis  to  the  bill  to 
raise  riflemen         .....  1266 

speech  of,  on  Uie  loan  bill  .        .        .  1298 

Shelby,  Governor,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

Secretory  of  War 2400 

Sherwood,  Samuel,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  ......    796 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  .        .        .        •  1623 
Shipherd,  Zebulon  R.,  of  New  York,  appeared^ 

and  took  his  seat  .....    786 

speech  oi,  on  Mr.  Webster's  amendment  to 
Mr.  RobertoV  resolution         ...    908 

on  the  bill  toeztond  enlistmente        •        -  1018 

on  the  bill  providing  for  the  return  of  ves- 
sels, dec        -        ...        .        •        .  1266 

on  the  loan  bill 1602 

on  the  embargo  bill  -        -        •        •        ^  2000 
ttkt  manufactures  of       .  -        -        •  8629 
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Page. 
Singleton,  Stephen,  Mr.  Ingersoll  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -        -        -        -    818 

Singleton,  Thomas  8.,  collector  of  Newborn, 

letter  from  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  2301 
Sinking  Fund,  annual  report  of  the  stete  of  the  1248 
report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the    -        .  2646 
Smith,  W.  S.,  of  New  York,  speech  of,  on  tho 

bill  to  raise  riflemen       ....  1187 

remarks  of,  on  floating  batteries  -        .  1802 

Smyth,  Alexander,  the  Speaker  presented  the 
petition  .of,  praying  to  retain  his  rank  in 
the  Army      ......    806 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War       -        .    807 
a  letter  from,  to  the  Speaker,  with  sundry 
documente     ......  1686 

correspondence  of,  with  the  Secretory  of 

War,  and  others 8486 

Specie.    (See  GM  and  Silver  Coine,  dbc.) 
Spirit  and  manner  in  which  war  is  waged  by  the 
enemy,  report  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  the      ....  2339 

Standing  Committees,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Daw- 
son, the  House  proceeded  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  ......    788 

Standing  Rules  and  Orders,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  Mr.  King's  motion  to 
amend  the,  were  discharged    ...  1864 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  a  committee  was 

appointed  to  revise  the  -        .        -        -  1 160 
Mr.  Goldsborottgh  submitted  a  resolution  to 
amend  the,  by  adding  a  rule  to  admit  on 
the  floor  ex-members  of  the  Cabinet       -  1689 
which  was  agreed  to  -        -        -        -        -  1669 

Mr.  Wright  oflfered  an  amendment  to  the  •  1061 
which  was  agreed  to,  (See  Rider  to  a  bili)  2003 
Stanford,  Richard,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat  .....    783 

remarks  of,  on  the  Yaioo  claims  1866*  1876 

State,  report  of  the  Secretary  ot,  on  our  relations 

with  Prance 2061 

Stenographers,  Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion concerning      .....  1047 
Stewart,  Captain   Charles,  correspondence  o( 

with  Admiral  Sir  John  Warren      -        -  8129 
Stockton,  Mr.y  remarks  of,  on  Mr*  Wright's  res- 
olution respecting  treason       -        •     881, 882 
on  Mr.  Hanson's  resolutions  ...    899 
on  Mr.  Hanson's  amendment  to  Mr  Rob- 
erto's resolution      .....    914 
speech  of,  on  the  extension  of  enlistmente  -    988 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Ingersoll    ...»  1018 
on  the  embargo  bill,  (secret  session)  -        -  2034 
Stothart  and  Starkey,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read      -        -        -        •        -        -     .  .  1234 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased     ...  1884 
Strong,  Wm.,  of  Vt.,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat    783 
Sturgea,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  oonoem- 
ing  judicial  courte  .....    797 
Snfirage,  Mr.  Latlimore  presented  a  petition, 
praying  extension  of  the  right  of,  in  Mia» 
sisaippi  Territory,  referred      ...  1334 
a  bill  to  that  efiect,  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted   1771 

Sugar  of  the  Cane,  manufacture  of  -    .    -        .  8619 
Supplies  to  the  Enemy,  a  reaolution  by  Mr.  Oak- 
ley to  ask  the  President  for  evidence  of 
persons  furnishing,  was  negatived  •       •  3068 
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Supreme  Court,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authort- 

zing  the  purchase  of  a  libraty  for  the  use 

of  the,  waa  read  twice,  aiu]  committed   -  1936 

Survey  of  the  Coast,  a  bill  to  authorize  a  partia], 

twice  read      ......  1864 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2008 

read  a  third  time^  and  passed     ...  3009 

Soequehannah  Bridge  Company,  the  Speaker 

presented  the  petition  of  the,  which  was 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  .......    815 

an  adverse  report  thereon,  concurred  in      -    873 

T. 

Taggart,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared, 

and  took  his  sest   .....    786 

TaliafiBrro,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the 
petition  of,  contesting  the  eleetion  of  John 
P.  Hungerfon],  sitting  member,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Elections      -     790 
report  of  said  committee  thereon,  committed 

to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole        .        •    878 
the  decision  of  the  House  was  advene  to 
the  petition   ......  1471 

Tallmadge,  Benjamin,  of  Connecticut,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat   .....    783 

remarks  of,  on  the  Nantucket  bill       .        -  1133 
on  the  bill  to  raise  additional  riflemen        -  1184 
on  the  volunteers'  bill        .        .        .        .  1230 

on  the  Senate  amendment  to  the  riflemen  bill  1263 
00  the  bill  to  amend  the  militia  laws  -        •  1930 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  gold 
and  silver  coins,  Slc,      ....  2013 

Tannehtll,  Oeneral,  return  of  the  brigade  of,  who 

volunteered  to  cross  into  Canada    >        -  2499 
Tappan,  Arthur,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read 1862 

ord«red  to  a  third  reading  ....  2006 
Tariff  «f  Duties,  Mr.  Ingham  submitted  a  reso- 
lution concerning  a        -        •        .        .  1959 
reiOlotioB  agreed  to  .  .  1961 

Taylor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolu- 
tions concerning  cruisers  of  Foreign  Pow- 
ers, and  war  with  our  enemy        •        .    785 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  seventh  section  of 

the  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  -  853 
on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments  -  -  932 
introducing  reeotutions  concerning  lioensee 

to  distillers,  dec 1058 

on  the  National  Bank        ....  i862 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  militia  laws  -        .  1930 
on  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes        -        •  1950 
Taylor,  General  Robert  B.,  correspondenee  of, 

with  Captain  Barrie       ....  2237 
with  Admiral  Warren       ....  2330 
extract  from  the  general  orders  of      -        >  2336 
Telfair,  Thomas,  of  Georgia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 789 

Tennessee,  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  en  act  of  the  Legislature  of,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ....  1577 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....  1863 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1864 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1923 
amendments  disagreed  to  -  -  -  .  2005 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference  -  2006 
eenferenoe  agreed  to,  and  managers  ap- 
pointed .......  2008 


Tennessee— <»ntinued.  hgt 

report  of  the  maBageis  oideied  ts  laeootk 

Ubie     •  ,      .      .      .     .^ 

the  Senate  accept  the  modifiartionf  nprt> 
ed  by  the  managers,  and  the  Hom  ^ 

the  same %i 

an  adverae  report  on  the  resolation  to  i^m 
into  the  expediency  of  prevklisg  fiir  pijisc 
a  detachment  of  militia  for    -      •     •  M 
Thomastown,  Mr.  Wood  preieoled  the  petitin 

of  the  inhsbitants  of,  refetred     •     •  !M 
(See  PorUmeuik,  Ihff  Hamftkn.) 
Thompson,  John,  report  on  the  petitioa  o(  forii- 

tereat W 

the  report, being  adverM,  ooocnrrediB     •  III 
Mr.  IngersoU  presented  twe  petitionia^R- 

lerred 1* 

Mr.  Newton  presented  another  petttin  d, 

referred  Ml 

Thompeon,  Richard,  affidavit  of,  in  rehtioi  to 

his  impriaounent M 

Thomdike,  Israel,  a  bUl  for  reliefer  •  •  VH 
reported  without  amendment,  and  coraiiid  VH 
indefinitely  postponed  .     •  Ml 

Tobaeeo,  digeat  of  the  manafocUue  of    •    -  )M 
Todd,  Dr.  John,  letter  from,  detaiiiag  the  (»- 
duet  of  the  enemj  sftsr  the  diMtMOia^ 
fair  of  Frenchtown        -      ...  SB 
Tompkins,  James,  affidavit  of,  in  leiitiM  tobii 
iaprieonment  "     '  « 

Transportation  of  Troops,  on  moiioe  •T » 
Wilson  the  MiliUry  Committee  ww  » 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expedienqf « 
improving  the  water  and  land  coaiBaiia- 
tions  between  certain  placostsdlbf  AM 

for  the  .        -       -       -     \L,r 
Tieaaon,  Mr.  Wright  submiued  t  «**»»»; 
tending  the  eeeend  asotioaot  tmw"" 
tablishing  rules  and  utkksbtm^h  ^ 
to  citisena      •       -       '      '     '    \  $ 
the  resohniotk  agreed  to     -      *  .  '  J 
Treasury  Notea,  a  biU  to  authsBW  the  sew  «,  ^^ 

read  twice     -       -       "      '  '.  iK 

ordered  to  a  third  reeding  -      -  '  iM 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasted    - 
Mr.  Deeha  aubmitted  a  rBSoiotioa  aamr  ^ 

Trinity  Chweb,  Geoigetown,  Mr.  ^'^J^ 

aented  a  petition  of  the  congr^<««»»^  ^ 
ferred    -        -       -      •      *      "  , 

Troup  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  letoence  01 1  ^ 

resolution      -       -       "      ',."-. 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Bradley'*  nM»  «►  ^ 

specking  the  failure  of  our  ar«i  -     * 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolntion  louchm|ft^ 

lougha  •        -       -      -  g 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Wright's  mA^m     '  g 
remarka  o^  in  reply  to  Mr.  Groefeeor        ^ 

on  the  bill  to  encourage  ««*'»"*^^/Jr  « 
on  the  Senate  biU  for  fifeyew*  •"•TJ; 
on  the  report  from  the  confennw  «  «i»  ^^^ 

same     "        "       "       "      L   Nm«iii 
on  the  reeolution  oene«niing  the  J^«P^  ^^ 

frontier-        -       -      '..-'*     .11* 
on  the  bUl  to  raise  additional  nflcmen       ^ 
onthebillreepectingvoluntseis-       •^ 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  riflew-  ^ 

ape ech  of,  on  his  motion  to  Kjw*  «fce  S****!  Hi 
TanoobiU      -       -       -      *     ' 
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fioup,  Mr. — continued.  Page. 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendmenU  to 
the  bill  for  organizing  the  Army    •        -     1893 

on  the  reeolution  respecting  internal  im- 
proveinents    ---...  1941 
rnberrille,  Major  John,  letter  from,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy    3301 

forreaa,  General,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from 
France,  copy  of  a  letter  said  to  have  been 
addressed  by,  to  Robert  Smith,  Secretary 
of  State 922 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  a  commu- 
nication from  his  chief  clerk,  respecting 
the  letter  of 1069 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  resolution  on  the 
subject  of  said  letter       -        -        •        -  1128 

laid  on  the  Ubie        -        -        -        -        -  1130 

taken  up  for  consideration  and  negatived    -  1236 

Mr.  Hanson  submitted  a  resolution  on  the 
same  subject,  negatived  ....  1237 

U. 

J^bee,  Daniel,  of  Pennsylvania,  elected  a  mem- 
ber in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hyneman,  resigned, 
was  qualified  and  took  his  seat       -        •     782 

haSsrrm  Militia,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  in  far* 
ther  addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for  and 

to  esUblish  a 3019 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...  3022 
reported  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed 2025 

Jbiform  mode  of  electing  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives^ on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
t'Vkft  expediency  of  providing  by  act  of 
Congress  one 790 

rmn  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  bill  to  incorporate 

the,  read  twice,  dbc.        .    <    .        •        .  1202 

h^tad  Brethren,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  J.  J.  Cunow,  in  behalf  of  the         .  1768 

rnsettled  Aoeounts,  a  letter  from  the  acting  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  with  a  statement 
of,  on  the  Auditor's  books       ...    787 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  sub- 
ject of 2642 

V. 
acant  Grounds,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  praying  that  certain,  be- 
tween the  Capitol  and  the  Potomac  river, 
may  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  appropria- 
ted to  altering  the  canal,  dcc«;  referred  to 
the  District  Committee  ....  849 
Aluafion  of  property  destroyed  in  Frederick- 
town  and  Georgetown,  Eastern  Shore  of 

Maryland 2225 

easy,  John  T.,  certificate  of,  relative  to  the  de* 
Btruction  of  towns  on  the  Eastern  81u)re 

of  Maryland 2225 

Miele  captured  on  Lake  Erie,  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  purchase  o^  read  twice        -        -  2009 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2015 
read  a  thiid  time,  and  passed     ...  2019 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  agreed  to 2026 

of  War,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase 
or  building  of  certain,  read  twice,  dec     -  1577 
tha  committee  discharged,  and  bill  referred 
to  another 1799 


Vesseb  of  War— continued.  Page, 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1802 
read  a  third  timcj^  and  passed     ...  1804 

Violation  of  Flags  of  Truce,  documents  laid  be- 
fore Congress  in  relation  to  the,  by  the 


enemy 


2280 


Virginia,  Mr.  Pleasants  presented  the  petition  of, 
praying  aid  in  opening  an  internal  navi- 
gation, referred  .....  822 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Clopton,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  altering  the  time  for 
holding  the  district  courts  in  the  district 

of 1284 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read  twice    ...  1439 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1864 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1864 
Volunteers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Desha,  the  Military 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  additional  pay 
to  the  mounted,  on  the  Canada  expedition    790 
the  Committee  of  (claims  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  compensating  the  militia,  and    .        .    19% 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  retain  in 

service  certain,  read  twice  ...  1195 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1301 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  .  1234 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmanta  1435 
which  were  read  and  concurred  in  -  -  1471 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  President. to  accept 

the  services  of,  twice  read       ...  1882 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  9099: 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        -  2015 
Wabash,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  amending  tha 
act  for  relief  of  the  officers,  ^c,  who  served 
in  the  campaign  on  the  ...  1502 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  aforemen- 
tioned, read  twice  ....        *  1690 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  188^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed     ...  1866 
Wagons  and  Horses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Desha» 

a  resolution  respecting  lost,  was  adopted    790 

Walkington,  George,  report  on  the  petition  of  177^ 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      -        -        -1774 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1863 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  18€4 

Ward,  Artemas,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat  .....    804 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 

coasting  trade        .....  i050 
on  the  right  of  expatriation        ...  1099 
on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  return  of  ves- 
sels, dec •  1249 

on  the  Senate  bill  giving  an  increased  bounty 

on  prisoners 1804 

speech  of,  on  .the  bill  for  support  of  the  Mili- 
tary Establishmeat         ....  ^0^ 
Ward,  John,  deposition  of,  relating  to  the  condoot 

o4  the  enemy         .....  j)293 
Warren,  Sir  John  B.',  correspondance  of,  with 

the  Secretary  of  Sute    ....  2238 
letter  from,  to  Brigadier  General  Millar,  re* 
pecting  the  release  of  O'Neill         -        -  2319 
Washburn,  James,  and  others,  raport  an  tha  pe« 

tition  of     ,    .        .        .        .        •        •  1913 
Waahington  Library  Company,  a  bill  fron  the  » 

Senate  to  incorporate  the       -  .1139 
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read  twice,  and  committed  ...  1143 

reported,  read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed       -  3027 
Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  of 783 

Webster,  Daniel,  of  New  Hampshire,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat 818 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  motion  to  refer 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  the  Mes- 
sage of  last  session  in  reply  to  bis  reso- 
lution respecting  the  French  decrees       -     824 
€peech  of,  on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution         -    885 
speech  of,  on  the  Turreau  letter         -        -    904 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlist- 

menu 932 

speech  of,  on  the  same  bill  ...  940 
remarks  of,  on  the  Nantucket  bill  -  -  1121 
on  printing  the  Maryland  memorial  -  -  1223 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  riflemen 

bill 1256,  1263 

on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  bill  for 

organizing  the  Army     ....  1893 
on  the  National  Bank        ....  1943 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo    1966 
Wells,  Mary,  a  bill  to  satisfy  the  claim  of,  read 

twice     -        -        •        -        -        -        -    900 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1244 
Wheaton,  Laban,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat 783 

speech  of,  on  the  extension  of  enlistments  -  1 108 

on  the  embargo  bill 2046 

Whitehill,  James,  of  Pennsylyania,  appeared  and 

took  hia  seat  -        -        -        -        -        -    787 

Wliitney,  John,  and  J.  H.  Dorr,  a  bill  for  relief 

of,  twice  read         .....  1876 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  2025 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  Militia,  a  bill  to  provide 

for  the,  read  twice i«*^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1967 

read  a  time,  and  passed  ....  2003 
of  officers  of  militia,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the, 

iwiesread 1577 

WOkinscn,    General,  correspondence  of,  with 

General  Sir  George  Prevost   •        -        -  2113 
correspondence  of,  with   the  Secretary  of 
War      -        -        .        -        -        -        -  2415 
Williams,  Isaac,  jr.,  Mr.  Fisk  of  New  York  pre- 
sented  the  petition  of,  contesting    the 
election  of  John  M.  Bowers,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections   ...    789 
a  favorable  report  thereon,  read  ...    792 
the  House  concur  in  the  report  that,  is  en- 
titled to  the  seat    801 

appeared  and  took  his  seat,  in  place  of  Mr. 
Boweni  -        ->        -        -        -        -  1123 

Williams,  John  R.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1956 
Williams,  James,  a  report  on  the  petition  of  -  1434 
Williamson,  John  T.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read -        -        -  1957 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  2003 
Wilson,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 706 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 

coasting  trade 1050 

on  the  Nantucket  bill        -        -        -        -1117 
on  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for 
the  return  of  vessels       ....  1250 
Wilson,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  speech  of,  on 

the  extension  of  enlistments  -        -        .  1039 
•n  internal  improvements  ....  1985 


Wikon,  Thomas,  a  bill  aapplementary  to  the  act 

for  relief  of,  read  twice   -        -         .        .  I8SI 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  IM 

Winder,  Colonel  William  H.,  letters  from,  ts 

General  Smyth      ..... 

return  of  the  regiment  of,  embarked  for 

Canada  ...         -         -        . 

Wines,  manufacture  of,  and  cultivation  of  the 


grape    ...... 

Winter,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inqnire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  payment  for 
building^  occupied  as  public  stores  and 
burnt  by  the  enemy  while  so  occupied    -    711 
Wood,  digest  of  the  manufactures  of  -        .  2SBf 

Wood,  Doctor  James,  a  prisoner,  a  letter  fron^ 

to  Colonel  Gardner        ....  2Slt 

Wood,  Abiel,  of  Massachusetts*  appeared  and 

took  his  seat-         .        -         .        -        -    81) 
Wood,  James,  deposition  of,  respecting  the  con- 
duct of  the  enemy  at  Havre  de  Grace    -  2364 
Woodward,  Augustus  B.,  extracts  of  letten  foon, 

to  Gtanerai  Proctor         ....  JM 

Woollen  Goods,  Mr.  Seybert  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Philadelphia  mana&ctoretso^ 
praying  protection,  du^  ....  JMI 

digest  of  the  manulactures  of    -        oSSSl,  Mi 
Wright,  Robert,  of  Md.,  appeared  and  took  bisaeat    717 
remarks  of,  on  the  failare  of  oar  arms  in  the 

North 

on  Mr.  Webster's  motion  in  nIatioB  to  the 

French  decrees      ..... 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  ttppoait  a 

Lieutenant  General        ....    85T 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Sharpie  rescArCMBs 

specting  Governor  ChitteaAm. 
oa  the  resolution  respecliDS  f oikMighs 
on  Mr.  Hanson's  resolutioa  -  -  -  S0 
on  the  btU  to  enoooiage  enUatments  -  929,111 
on  the  re»yluUon  concerning  coasting  trade  lOSt 
speech  o(  on  the  extension  of  enlistments  -  1183 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  ooaoeniing 

blue  lighU US 

on  printing  the  Maryland  memorial  -  1209,  Ull 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -  -  .  •  1€SI 
remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  motion  tosos- 

pend  the  embai:go  ....  17O 

on  the  Vazoo  claims  ...  jsm,  1I7S 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  on 

that  subject 1813 

remarks  of,  on  the  militia  laws  ...  I99t 
on  the  National  Bank  -  -  .  .  19tt 
on  referring  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embar^ 

go 1947,  IfTt 

Ob  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes        -        .  1961 

Y. 

Tancey,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inqnire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  laws  as  lo 
evidence.  Sec,  -  -  ...  791 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  compen- 
sate the  Yaioo  claimants         ...  ifU 

Yazoo  Claims.  (See  MUiisnppi^  a  biUjrom  the 
Senate  to  indemnify,  4'C.) 

Yeo,  Sir  James,  correspondence  of,  with  Coouao- 

dore  Chauncey      .....  2I8S 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  considering  Mr.  Hanson's 

resolutions     ...        ...    Ml 
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on  pofltponing  Mr.  Webeter's  moUon  mpect- 
ing  the  French  decrees  -        -        -        -    8S7 

on  concurring  with  the  Senate's  amendmenta 
to  the  partial  appropriation  bill        -        -    873 

on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution        -        -  '     -    887 

on  considering  the  new  resolution  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  Hanson        ....    888 

on  postponing  the  second  of  his  resolutions     896 

on  agreeing  to  the  sam^    ....    900 

on  Mr.  Gaston's  motion  to  ask  for  Turreau's 
letter     -------    927 

on  considering  Mr.  King*a  resolution  respect* 
ing  the  coasting  trade     -        -        -        .    938 

on  Mr.  Sheffey's  motion  to  add  a  rider  to  the 
bill  to  encourage  enlistments  -        -        -    939 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill     •        •    979 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  King's  resolution        -  1064 

on  concurring  in  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments        -  1093 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Senate  bill  fi>r  re- 
lief of  the  people  of  Nantucket,  dbc       .  -  1 122 

on  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  Roberts's  motion 
concerning  Turreau's  letter    •        -        -  1 130 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  deliv- 
ery of  libelled  goods        •        -        •        -  1132 

on  the  final  pasaage  of  the  same        •        -  1134 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  prohibit 
the  ransoming  of  vessels        -        -        -  1 144 

on  considering  Mr.  King's  resolutions  1155, 1156, 

1157 

on  amending  the  bill  to  raise  additional  ri- 
flemen -        - 1190 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Mr.  Pickering's  motion  to 
%mend  the  Constitution         •        -        -1198 

on  priniktoB  the  Maryland  memorial   -        •  1228 

on  amending  the  Volunteers' bill        -        -  IWH 

Ml  amending  the  bill  for  the  return  of  ▼ea- 
sels, dtc.        -        -        -         1249,  1249,  1252 

on  the  Senate's  amendmeme  im  ilio  bill  to 
raise  riflemen 1264 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  return 
ofvessels 1269 

on  recommitting  the  loan  bill    -        -        -  1586 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Treasury  note 
bUl 1588 

on  considering  Mr.  Wright's  resolution  to 
suspend  the  embargo      -        .        .        •  1772 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  loan  bill    -        -1798 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  authorise 
floating  batteries 1803 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Senate  bill  giving 
increased  bounty  on  prisoners        -        •  1807 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  Navy      ...  1809. 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  Military  Establishment  -  1830 

on  amending  the  bill  for  support  of  Govern- 
ment 1831 

on  amotion  to  reject  the  Senate's  Yaxoo  bill  1855 

on  instructing  the  committee  to  whom  said 
bill  was  referred 1858 

on  considering  Mr.  Gaston's  resolutions  to 
repeal  the  embargo        -        -        .        .  1868 

a  resolution  concerning  the  coasting  trade  1877 

on  considering  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  domestic  distilled  epirits    -        •        •  1878 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 
Paul  Cuffee 1881 


Yeas  and  Nays— continued.  Page, 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

Isaac  Clason  -        -        -        -        -  1882 

on  amending  the  Senate's  Yazoo  bill  1891,  1912, 

1918 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same  -  1911 
on  the  final  passoge  of  the  same  -  -  1925 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  amend  the 

militia  laws 1931 

on  Mr.  Webster's  motion  to  take  up  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  uf  State  in  reply  to 
his  resolution  concerning  the  French  de- 
crees    -------  1941 

on  Mr.  Desha's  motion  for  the  further  issue 

of  Tr^sury  notes 1953 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  National 

Bank 1956 

on  amending  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  1984, 

1986,  1991,  1992 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        -        -  2000 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -        -  2001 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to 
change  the  mode  of  taiing  domestic  dis- 
tilled spirits  2011 

on  agreeing  to  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo         -        -2014 
on  amending  the  bill  for  protection  of  the 

Northern  frontiers  ....  2016 

on  a  resolution  respecting  foreign  licenses  2021 
on  printing  the  embargo  bill  -  -  •  2032 
on  postponing  the  same  -  .  .  -  2033 
on  amending  the  same     2034,  2048,  2049, 2050, 

2051,  2052 
on  a  motion  to  adjourn  •  .  -  •  2051 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  an 

embargo 2053 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  same    -  2064 


PUBLIC  ACTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 
rinsT  AKB  sxcoHD  ssssioas,  THiaTsxiTTH  cosoaxss. 

Additional  Appropriations,  an  act  making,  for 

the  service  of  the  year  1814   -        .        .  2863 

Additional  Military  Force,  an  act  to  amend  the 

act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  raise  an       -  2679 

Allowance  of  Forage,  an  act  to  regulate  the,  to 

officers  of  the  Army       -        -        .        -2767 

Appointment  of  certain  ofllcers  during  the  re- 
cess of  the  Senate,  an  act  to  authorise  the, 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States     -  2765 

Army,  an  act  making  further  provision  for  fill- 
ing the  ranks  of  the  regular   -        -        -  2789 
for  the  better  organizing,  paying,  and  sup- 
plying the 2814 

Assessors,  an  act  making  further  provision  for 

the  appointment  and  compensation  of     -  2774 

B. 

Barges,  an  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  Sutes  to  cause  to  be  built,  for  the 
defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  Sutes 2680 

British  Licenses  or  Passes,  an  act  to  prohibit  the 

nae  of 2777 

Bryoe,  Henry,  an  act  for  the  relief  of        -        .  2734 

Burrows  and  McCall,  Lieutenants,  a  resolution 

relative  to  the  brilliant  achievements  of  -  2866 
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Cwriages  for  tbe  conveyance  of  persone,  an  act 

laying  daties  on     -        -        -        -        -  2723 

Certain  Documenla,  an   act  to  authorize  tbe 

transportation  oU  free  of  postage     -        •  2734 

Certificates  of  confirmation  of  claims  to  land  in 

Louisiana,  an  act  concerning  ...  2863 

Claims  to  Land,  &c,  an  act  giving  further  time 

foT  registering 2779 

an  act  concerning  certain,  in  Dlinois  Ter- 
ritory     5833 

Clark,  Midshipman  John,  a  resolution  directing 
a  sword  to  be  presented  (o  the  i^arest 
male  relative  of      -        -        -        -        -  2858 

Clerks  in  tbe  two  Houses  of  Congress,  an  act 

fixing  the  compensation  of  the        -        -  2861 

Commissioners  of  the  Revenue,  an  act  to  estab- 

lisb  the  ofiice  of 2722 

Congress,  an  act  fixing  die  time  for  the  next 

meeting  of     -        -        -        -         2734,  2836 

Corps  of  Rangers,  an  act  to  continue  in  force, 
for  a  limited  time,  certain  acts  author* 
izing     •        -  ....  2723 

Courts  of  the  United  States  within  the  8Ute  of 
New  York,  an  act  for  the  better  organiza- 
tion of  the     2822 

Direct  Tax,  an  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  -  •  2739 
on  act  to  amend  the  seventh  section  of  the 

above 2788 

Direct  Taxes  and  Internal  Duties,  an  act  for  the 

assessment  and  collection  of  -        -        -  2700 

E. 

iniiabeth  City,  an  act  making,  the  port  of  entry 
for  the  district  of  Camden,  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina 3822 

Elliott,  Lieutenant  Jesse  D.,  an  act  to  reward, 

and  his  officers  and  companions     -        -  2680 

Embargo,  an  act  laying  an,  on  all  ships  and  ves- 
sels, dbc 2781 

an  act  to  repeal  the  above,  dec  ...  2830 

Enlistments,  an  adt  for  encouraging,  4ec»  •        -  2789 

Exchange  of  a  certain  parcel  ef  land,  in  the  city 

of  Naw  York,  an  act  providing  for  the    •  2616 

P. 

Fiire  Insurance  Company,  in  Alexandria,  an  act 

to  incorporate  a  -  -  -  -  -  2800 
Fisheries,  an  act  for  the  government  of  persons 

in  certain 2678 

an  act  granting  allowances  to  certain  vessels 

employed  in  the 2735 

Five  Years  Enlistments,  an  act  authorizing,  for 

certain  regiments  .....  2791 
Flags,  Standards,  dtc^  an  act  to  provide  for  the 

collection  and  preservation  of,  taken  firom 

the  enemy,  d^cc.  •  -  -  -  -  284ff 
Floating  Batteries,  sn  act  to  authorize  one  or 

more  to  be  built,  dec.  ....  2799 
Flotilla  Service,  an  act  authorizing  the  appoints 

ment  of  certain  officers  for  the  «  •>  2832 
Forage,  an  act  to  regulate  the  allowanoa  of,  dtc.  2767 

G. 

Ckorgetown,  D.  C,  an  act  concerning  certain 

streets  in       -----        •  2677 
an  act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  supply- 
ing, with  water      .....  2826 


Cvood  FriendF,  Amazon,  dbc,  ships,  an  act  lor  (he 

relief  of  the    -        -        -         -         -        -  tIB 

Government,  an  act  making  ad£tioaal  appropria- 
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